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Sandie Fitzgibbon is one of the best
dual stars that this country has ever
seen. Male or female.

Fitzgibbon graced the camogie fields
with Glen Rovers and the Cork senior
team for yvears, winning every honour in
the game.

At the same time, she also had an amaz-
ing career playing basketball with Blar-
ney and the Ireland senior women's team
in the 1980s and 1980s.

However, she always found time to give
something back to both these sports by
coaching different underage teams,

When she retired, she coached the Glen
senior camogie side, became a selector to
the Cork senior team and then joined her
sisters, Mary, Patsy, and Denise, coaching
at the Brunell Basketball Club.

Not enly was she an unbelievable
player and superb coach, she is also a
special person, who always puts her
team's achievements before her own,
which is a wonderful trait as a sports per-
son and as a human being.

Fitzgibbon began her camogie career as
an eight-year-old in the colours of Glen
Rovers,

Fitzgibbon was one of the youngest
players to line out at senior level for the
club, when she made her debut at 12 years
of age.

She has won every honour in the game
at club, county and inter-provineial level.

The holder of 10 Cork senior county
championship medals, four All-Ireland
club championship and seven Munster
club championship medals with Glen
Rovers, she has also captained the club to
a senior county and Munster champion-
ship title.

She has had a remarkable inter-county
career, winning six All-Ireland senior
medals and three All-Ireland minor cham-
pionship medals.

She became the first player to win three

Former basketball player Sandie Fitzgibbon, The Echo Rebel Legends award winner in 2021.

Sandie is alegend
who gave back to

Sandie Fitzgibbon in action for Blamney. She
also played camogie.

All-Ireland minor medals in a row: 1978,
1979 and 1980,

Fitzgibbon captained the Cork minor
side to Munster and All-Treland glory in
1980 and became the first player from
Glen Rovers to captain a Cork senior team
to All-Ireland honours in 1992.

Aside from camogie, Fitzgibbon has
won three national league and two
national cup medals with the Blarney
Basketball Club and won a national
league and another national cup medal
with Lee Strand, Tralee, in a glittering
basketball career.

Fitzgibbon has also represented the
Trish senior women’s team and has 68 in-
ternational caps and has won a four-coun-
tries medal at school and senior level.

She was honoured with selection on the
camogie team of the century and was only
one of four Cork players to be honoured.

In 2012, she was inducted into the Bord
Gais Camogie Hall of Fame, which was an-
other milestone for her.

“When 1 look back on my playing ca-
reer, it is something that I'm very proud
of, however, 1 played with some excellent
players and played under some superb
coaches,” she said.

“When I was playing with the Glen, I
found the coaching side of the games very
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interesting, so I helped out with the
underage girls at the club.

“Also, when [ was playing National
League with Blarney, Rose Breen and my-
self coached the Ul2 and U18 teams.

“1 think it is so important that, as a
player, that you give something back to
the clubs, like the people done for me
when [ was younger.

“When I retired, I took over as coach to
the Glen senior side for a three-year peri-
od and then became selector to the Cork
se:ﬁgr sides, both roles that I really en-
joved.

“Tiy he honest, T didn't find the transi-
tion from plaving to coaching difficult, be-
cause, as players, we all knew each other
strengths and wealknesses, so [ wanted to
implement that structure and discipline
into my teains.

“1 was really humbled fo get that chance
to become coach of the Glen, as I stated
playing for them as an eight-year-old girl.

“Basketball wise, I also thought it was
important to give something back to the
game again, like it was done for me in the

North Presentation School and Blarney PORTUMNA
School completed a brilliant All-

“Tt was great for me, personally, to geta Jreland double when landing
chance to coach with my sisters, Mary, the unior B All-Ireland camogie
hatof tit_le recently with a six-point
win over St
Charleville, adding the junior

Fitzgibbon's playing days weren’t com- titletothe senior crown won by
pletely finished, as she played in different the school last month.

Basketball club,

Patsy and Denise at Brunell.

“T coached the U16 girls for a num
ys.éresa and found it very enjoyable,” Sandie
dl -

master's basketball tournaments at home
and abroad with her friends from the
Glasnevin Club Dublin,

Although Fitzgibbon is a very shy

her the overall winner of The Echo Rebel
Legend competition in 2021,

She won 54.7% of the vote, which drew
19,959 votes in the final, against Rena
Buckley !

However, she beat Roy Keane, Denis

Irwin, Billy Morgan and Rob TEHetna™’ 'KENNY'S CONSISTENCY
AS SHE NOTCHED
POINTS FROM BOTH
PLAY AND SET-PIECES'

first-half for the opening score

legends in earlier rounds.

To this day, she remains a remarkably
humble lady, completely untouched by
her fame and past glories.

by both sides from the first
and Whistle meant we had to wait

humble person, the people in Cork voted until midway through the

Cup final.

e has also won minor A Munster
ca:smi'log'ié,-medals with Cork in 2022
and 2021 ) e

‘Along the way, Cacimhe has also
won county, Munster and All-Ireland
camogie medals with Sacred Heart
Secondary School at junior and sen-
ior level. !

with her camogie club she has won
county titles at Ul2, 114, U18 and jun-
ior level.

Caoimhe played with the Carbery
senior camogie squad in the senior
county championship. She has won
county and divisional titles with
Clonakilty LGFA.

B School adds second camogie title

PORTUMNA CS

ST MARY'S

CHARLEVILLE 1-5

Community

Mary's of

Abrilliant defensive display

€- '-" ;3__*..
Caoimhe Murphy celebrates with Louise Walsh

b
after Mary | defeated UL in the Purcell :
Caoimhe won a county Sciath na
Scol camogie charnp_iﬁnshlp with her
primary school (Kilmeen NS) and
was selected on the primary games
hurling/camogie team that played at
half time in the All-Ireland hurling
semi-final (Cork v Waterford) in 2017.
Only two children from Cork were

chosen to play in that match.

The final at the Connacht GAA
Centre of Excellence was a thriller, =
particularly the second hgif. when
Marv I came from four paints down
at half time to level the match. ULE
scored two goals in the second half, B
but Mary I kept their composure and
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Cork’s Clara Murphy hit 1-1 against Kilkenny in t-he Electric Ireland Minor Championship.
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Cronin's goals
vital in Cork win

Killkenny

1-13

Cork

3-10

The second half was nip and tuck as
the sides swapped points with Ona

Murphy

0-3, Catherine Murphy, A McAullffe, T

Goulding 0-1 each.

Two second-half Shona Cronin
goals helped Cork overcome Kil-
kenny after the hosts got the per-
fect to this Electric Ireland Minor
Championship group clash in Kil-
kenny.

The reward for the Munster cham-
pions is a home semi-final in the All-
Ireland series.

Ciara ©'Shea finished to the netin
the opening seconds but the Rebels re-
sponded well, captain Rachel Murphy
and Tara Goulding narrowing the gap
with two points. Kilkenny stretched
their advantage as Lucy Boyd hit three

E Mary Newman

points in a row, one from play, as the
Cork defence was put under pressure.
With Molly Conroy and Eleanor Do-
herty (2) on target Kilkenny led by
seven points, 1-6 to 0-2, after 15 min-
utes.

Cork needed a response to get back
on track and they got it with Clara
Murphy finishing to the net. They took
control and cut the deficit with a Ca-
therine Murphy point to put three be-
tween the sides.

Cronin and Murphy added scores
and it was Kilkenny leading by a point,
1-6 to 1-5, at half time.

Kennedy and Lucy Boyd keeping Kil-
kenny in front as Cronin, Clara
Murphy and Ava McAuliffe ensured
Cork stayed on their heels.

After 51 minutes, Cork hit the front
for the first time with a Cronin goal.
Three minutes later Conroy had Kil-
kenny back on level though before Ona
Kennedy edged the home side ahead
again. Cork grabbed a goal through
Cronin to go up by two points with a
minute remaining. Murphy added a
point to ensure a superb vietory for a
battling Cork side who recovered well
from a strong Kilkenny start.

Scorers for Kilkenny: L Boyd 0-5 (0-2f, 0-1 45), O
Kennedy 04 (0-3 1), C O'Shea 1-0, M Conroy, E Do-
hery 0-2 each.

Cork: S Cronin 2-3 (0-3 ), Clara Murphy 1-1, R

KILKENNY: J Saunders; C Powar, G Brennan, J
Smith; A Hayden, O Kennedy, T Alward; A Phatan, E
Deherty; L Bayd, C O'Shea, A O'Sullivan; E Phalan,
C Hickay, M Conroy.

Subse: N Davis for A Hayden , (35), S Doheny for G
Power (40), EWalion for J Saunders (50}, 5 Ronan
for A Q" Sullrvan (50)

CORK: A Kearney (Blackrack); S Cunningham
Erin's' Own), L Aham (Eire Og), A McGrath (Eire
}: A Cagnoy (Mallow), © Ryan (Newtownshan-
drum), A Gussen (Baliinhassig); Jd Murphy (Black-
rock), Catherine Murphy (Kinsale); Clara Murphy
(Eire Og). R Murphy (Ballinora, ¢}, A Mc Aulitfe
(Casllemartyr); T Goulding (Ballincollig), S Gronin
(Valley Rovers), K Q'Sullivan (Midleton).

Subs: M Lombard (Ballinhassig) for A Cagney. C
Horgan [Sliabh Rua) lor K O'Sullivan (41), A Mulkar-
ins {5t Catherine's) for Clara Murphy, A McSweanay
for T Goulding {57).

prepared this time around.

“We've 29 plavers this vear,

Antrim skipper Boyle chasing birthd

Daragh O Conchuiir

Amy Boyle celebrates her 25th
birthday tomorrow and the
captain of the Antrim camogie
team will hope to celebrate by
leading her team to the top tier
of the Very League with vic-
tory over Clare in the Division
1B final at the NGDC in Abbot-
stown (2pm throw-in, live-
stream on Camogie Agsoci-
ation's YouTube).

It has been some turna-
round for the Saffrons after a
year to forget.

In 2021, Boyle and a young
squad shone in Croke Park to
win the All-Ireland intermedi-
ate title and two solid seasons
at senior level followed. But
managerial turmoil and the
unavailability of a number of
players left them hamstrung
and they were relegated once
monre.

Carl McCormick and Mar-
tin Coulter took over the reins
in difficult circumstances last
term but after getting a full
pre-season under their belts,
they had their crew far better

Turning a seven-point defi-
cit around against senior side
Wexford in the first round of
the league, despite being with-
out the totemic Roisin McCor-
mick, Caitrin Dobbin, and
Maeve Eelly through injury,
infused them with a confi-
dence that has brought them
this far.

And it was a stark illus-
tration of how far they had
come.

“Last year we got beat by 52.

points by them. So that was a
53-point turnaround. So the
whole thing, each match, it's

just got better,” details Boyle

with a touch of understate-
ment. 1

“We've got a lot of younger
players through the panel this
vear. And there's been a few
girls just couldn’t commit
other yvears have come an
board. You see the difference
of having a real strong panel,
which is maybe something the
last couple of years, we've
been really light on our
numbers,

which is really making a dif-
ference in our training as well.

“The Wexford game showed
there’s great fight within all
the girls, They were three big
names that were missing but
in our panel, we weren't even
thinking ‘oh, them guysare
missing,' because it was just
three other girls we knew
would be well capable of step-
ping in, and they have. Katie
Molloy, Cassie McArthur,
Janey MeIntosh. Dervla Cos-

rove [who hit an 84-second

af-trick and four goals in
total when Antrim's second
string won the All-Treland pre-
mier junior title in 2022] has
taken over the frees this
year."
Last yvear was tough but
Boyle was never going to de-
sert the ranks just because
there were no silver baubles
going around,

“Yeah, it can be difficult.
But I suppose when vou have
been on the panel a few years,
you can see how rewarding it
can be. Last year was maybe

Amy Boyle: ‘We've been really
light on our numbers.’

one of the more difficult years
to be on the panel. But you re-
member back to 2021 when we
did win the All-Ireland and
you're trying to let some of the
yvounger girls that didn’t ex-
perience it know that that's
what inter-county can be.
“When I first come up onto
the panel in 2017, straight out
of minor, I think we were

ay boost

mayhbe struggling to field a lot
the time intermediate, you
know?

“And then just a few vears
later, we managed to win it. So
hopefully for a lot of the
younger girls, if they could ex-
perience that suceess too, it'd
be nice for them.”

Boyle is quick to warn any-
one against reading too much
into her team’s 14-point defeat
of Clare at Zimmer Biomet
Pairc Chiosog last Saturday.
With both sides already guali-
fied and resting lots of person-
nel, it was nothing but a good
runout,

“We're under no illusions
that it'll be a different Clare
side we meet again. Clare have
been a senior team now for a
long time, they have plenty of
experience, So we're looking
forward to the challenge.

“Nothing beats them tough
matches.

“And I think even us play-
ing now in the intermediate
championship this year, play-
ing in the Division 1B will
really stand fo us.”



cnmm Electric Ireland All-ireland Minor ‘A’ Champlonship Round 3

Tipp easeinto or qte als

Tipperary 115
Dublin 0-3

Report: Joe Scully at the County
Camogie Grounds, The Ragg
Photos: Marty Ryan/SportsFocus

TIPPERARY qualified for the All-Ire-
land Minor ‘A’ Camogie Champion-
ship quarter finals with an emphatic
twelve-point victory over Dublin on
Sunday.

An emphatic second-half perfor-
mance made all the difference as the
defending champions held the visi-
tors’ scoreless thanks in the mainto a
solid defensive performance, but also
some poor finishing from the visitors.

The game itself was a highly enter-
taining spectacle, with the skill levels
from both sides throughout of the
highest quality with both sides giving
their all. Some of the camogie played
at times was a joy to watch, and the
twelve point margin of victory for
Tipperary was maybe a little harsh on
Dublin, who will look back with a lot
of regret on a glut of missed chances
from very scoreable positions; their
27% conversion rate tells a story.

But Tipperary were more than
deserving victors, where of their 1-15
total, 0-12 came from play, and when
they turned it on in the second half,
they just had too much fire power for
the Leinster outfit.

And while Tipp now have a quar-
ter-final to look forward to on March
zoth, they will also know much
improvement is needed going for-
ward with the best in this game being
Leanna Coppinger, Sarah McLoughlin,
Isobel O'Donnell, Lucy O'Brien, Cao-
imhe Stakelum and Maeve Cunneen.

Tipp gotoff to a flyer and raced intoa
four-point lead inside the opening ten
minutes through points from Maeve
Cunneen, then Lucy O'Brien follow-

Player of the Match: Lucy OBrien

(Tipperary) i
SCORERS - Tipperary: Cacimhe Stakelum
17 (13 freesk Maeve Cunneen 0-3; Lucy

ing a strong run and finish, before
Cunneen added her second with a
good finish from out wide, and then
Caoimhe Stakelum added the fourth
following a fine catch and finish.

Dublin finally got off the mark in
the thirteenth minute through an Ava
O'Neill point from play, and a minute
later the visitors were nearly in for a
goal, but Cora Coffey saw her effort
flash just wide.

Tipp extended their lead with two
more points from play with Cunneen
on the scoresheet again after dispos-
sessing her marker and finishing,
before O'Brien added her second fol-
lowing another strong run and finish.

Dublin had the gap back to three by
the zoth minute through points from
Jocelyn Harris following a turnover
inside the Tipperary half and then a
fine team score by Aoibhinn O'Gor-
man after being set up by the impres-
sive Roisin Molan, which would prove
to be their final score of the game.

The home side would finish the half
the stronger scoring 1-2 in the final ten
minutes, with the points coming from
Elana McGrath and a Stakelum free,
before in the third minute of added
time came the games crucial moment
when her free from inside her own
half somehow found its way to the
back of the Dublin net to leave Tipper-
ary ahead at the break 1-8 to 0-3.

Whatever was said in the Tipperary
dressing room at the break had the
desired effect as they came out in the
second half a totally different team
and took complete control of the game

Tipperary’s Sarah McLoughlin clears the ball underpressurefrom Duhlln's Cara Coffey

outscoring Dublin 0-7 to no score.

It would take them five minutes to
resume the scoring when full forward
Ciara Cahill pointed from close range
after being set up by Lucy O’'Brien.
A minute later, Caoimhe Stakelum
showed just why she is one to watch
out for in the coming years with a
superb point on the run, and she
would hit the next four scores, firstly
a free, then a fine effort from play fol-
lowing a superb team move, and then
she added a 45 in the 55th minute and
added another fine individual score in
three minutes later.

The game was petering out at this
stage, and the final say of the game
went to sub Doireann Ryan in the
third minute of add time from play to
leave Tipperary comfortable twelve
point victors and through to a home

quarter final after finishing second in
the group, and they also remain unde-
feated, followin g the conclusion of the
group stage action.

Tipperary will host Wexford while
Kilkenny travel to Galway in the quar-
ter finals while Cork and Limerick
progress straight to the semi-finals as
group winners.

TEAMS - Tipperary: Danielle Butler (Eire Og
Annacarty/Donohill 6 Sarah McLoughlin
(Boherlahan-Dualla B), Leah Maher  ©
(Eoherlahan-Dualla 7), Learma Coppinger

:stpammsxmammmmmm
Ballycahill 7 Isabelle Kingston (Kiladangan
6), Ciara Cahill (Drom & Inch 6), Magve

Cunneen (Siivermines 8).

Subs: Lucy Heffernan (Eire Og Annacarty/
Donohill 6)for Kingston (45 Doireann Ryan
(Boherlahan-Dualla 7) for Cahill (45} Kate

Bmtﬁ}!nr&muntﬁﬂ}

Dublin: Ella Walsh (7); Emma Ryan (6), Susan
Dalton (7), Eile Caffrey (6 Rebekah Verling (6],
Niamh Hyland (7), Roisin Nolan (8), Jocelyn
Hanks (8), Acibhinn O'Gorman (6); Abble
Kenny (6), Ava ONelll (7), Chloe O'Shea (8},
Caitlin McKenna (6), Cara Coffey (6). Eva Collis
&)

SuheRéka Kalld (6) for OGorman (HT), Anna
Magee (6)for Collis (HT), Emma Reddan (6) for
O'Nefll (39), Sadbh McCann (6) for McKenna
mmmmmwmm}m
Jenkins (NR) for Hanks (56); Laolse Conaghan
Referee: Donnacha O'Callaghan (Limerick).

Plenty to improve on for quarter final - Ralph

Es,r.loe Sc:lﬂ.ly

TIPPERARY minor manager Ray
Ralph was happy with his sides
twelve point win over Dublin in the
final group game in the Champion-
ship which secured their place in the
knockout stage, but the Moycarkey/
Borris clubman wasn't as happy with
the performance, particularly in the
first half.

“I thought we were very poor in the
first half,” he began.

“I thought across the board, we were
missing balls, missing scoring oppor-
tunities and not doing what we should
have been doing, so we had a bit ofa
stern talking to at half-time, and we
gota bitmore from them in the second
half, We held Dublin scoreless in the
second half. They are a physical side
but look we have to focus on what we
are doing, and we weren't happy at all
with the first half showing.

npp-eraw manager Ray Ralph

There’s
alotto
work on,

we feel weneed to
| getout ongrassto

train, as we are kind
of finding it hard on
the astro turf”

“There's a lot to work on, we feel we
need to get out on grass to train, as we
are kind of finding it hard on the astro
turf.”

Ralph, however, was impressed with
how his team defended in the second
half. “Our wing backs in the first half
were more focused on marking, and

maybe weren't doing as much, but
they came more into the game in the
second half,” he said,

“Qur half back line dominated when
we took over in the second period and
our inside backs were very good, we
had Leah (Maher), Sarah (McLaughin)
and Leanna (Coppinger), and I
thought they were very good in fair-
ness to them.

Looking ahead to the All-Ireland
quarter final against Wexford at the
end of the month, Ralph knows there
is a lot of work to be done before then,
if they are to be ready for a make-or-
break game. “We have a bit of house-
keeping we need to sort out,” he feels.

“We butchered a few goal chances
today, our running off the shoulder,
we also butchered a few passes, drop-
ping the ball that kind of stuff.

“We have an awful lot to work on
before the quarter final, and Inok
that’s all we can do going forward.



THIS Saturday afternoon sees a Camc
mouth-watering fixture as the reign- = Safurda
ing National League champions Tip-  Throw-
perary welcome the reigning Munster ~ Referee:Li
and All-Ireland champions Corktothe =
County Camogie grounds foratop of

the table clashin the Division 1A of the = _
National League.

Both sides come into the game
unbeaten so far with Cork havingwon = £
all three of their games, with Tipper- 1
ary recording two wins and a draw.
Whoever wins the game will all but
secureaplace inthe league final, while
forthe loserthey willbe madetoswear ¥
it out in the final round.

Tipperary manager Denis Kelly is ~ Kotingds
happy with how his sides campaign ' Mar
has been going so far, but knows his ~ KUKETIIY Ve’
team face their toughest test to date ~
against Cork who are the standard
bearers in camogie currently.

“TWe have been getting better game
by game and looking forward to the
weekend,” he began.

“We will be experimenting a little bit
and will probably make two or three
changes from the last day, but we
know it will be areal challenge against

. Tipperary face off against Cork onSaturday with Mairead

too soon for Karin Blair (right).

. the All-Ireland champions.”

The Borris-Ileigh clubman feels like

~ this meering against the Rebelettes

. isn'tadoor die game due the factboth
- sides will meet again later in the year
~and probably on more than one occa-

sion. -

“We play them in the first round of
the championship later in the year and
could possibly meet them in a league
final if we get there, so we will see
each other a bit throughout the year,”
he added.

“Sp,ir'snotgoingto be do or die atthe

weekend, but it would be great to lay
down a marker if we can geta win, but
it won't be the end of the world if we
don't. But it will be a good test to see
where we areat.” -

This weekend’s game has come a lit=
tletoo soon for the likes of Karen Ken-
nedy and Karin Blair, both yet to fea-
ture in the league so far, buthe excepts
them to play some part the following
week against Waterford.

“They haven't got the all clear just
yet, but they're getting lose and both
are itching to get back,” Kelly revealed.

& sl B
Eviston (left) set to feature but the game will come

aweek
PHOTC: MARTY RYAN/SPORTSFOCUS

While this Saturday’s clash may not
be do or die, it still promises to be a
game of the highest quality, where the
county who currently sit at the top of
the mountain, come up against a side
who are looking to knock them off
their perch, and have been knocking
at the door the last couple of years.

Tipp will want to send a clear mes-
sage to Cork that they are coming for
them, so it should be a great game on
Saturday and one that could go either
way and will be worth the admission
fee alone.

Under 16 ‘A' Champlonship: Limerick 1-8
Tipperary 0-11 y

With one win and cne defeat, Tipperary’s
U16 ‘A team travelled to Limerick hoping to
pick up another win against the home side
on Saturday. A e

Limerick led by four points at the break,
1-5 to O-4 with all of Tipperary’s points
coming from Nenagh Eire Og's Grace
Cleary with three frees and one score from
play. Tipp outscored the home side In the
sacond half 0-7 to 0-3. Grace Cleary was
again to the fore with four points, three
from play while Alice Butier (2) and Abbie
Horgan also added points to ensure a share
of the points.

Mext up for Tipperary is a home game
against Cork this Sunday at2.00pm.

Tipperary: Faye Ahern (CJ Kickhams
Mullinahone); Brid Delaney (Templemore),
Rosie O'Brien (5t Patrick's), Ava
Fanning (Borris-lleigh); Evanne Gleeson
(Boherlahan-Dualia), Jessie Shanahan
tSlieve Felim Rapparees), Carley Walsh
{Nenagh Eire Og), Brid Woadlock
(Slieve Felim Rapparees), Neasa Dwan
(Boherlahan-Dualla); Emily McGrath
(Rockwell Rovers), Lucy Rabbitte (Borris-
lieigh), Anna Carr (Slieve Felim Rapparees);
Grace Cleary (Nenagh Eire Og). Abble
Horgan (Boherlahan-Dualla), Alice Butler
{Slieve Falim Rapparees). Subs: Aoife
Quirke (Cahir) for McGrath, Amy Cahill
(Drom & Inch for Carr.

pperarfsMamCunnm takes
clash at The Ragg onSunday.

ashotongoal against Dublin Inﬂmﬁll-lrelan Minor ‘A Camngl Champluhip

PHOTO: MARTY RYAN/SPORTSFOCUS

CAMOGIE
SCOREBOARD

Junior ‘A’ League p _

_ StRitas Fethard v Gortnahoe/Glengosle

‘in Fethard Town Park @ 8.30pm
Saturday, 22nd March

* Senlor League

_ Silvermines v C

Dolla@2.00pm
joCkar __I]a-D-!{idman'lvaanq'fnaIl in

Dundrum @ 4.00pm '

~ Burgess/Duharra vy Drom & Incitin

Kilcoleman @ 4.30pm

Thurles Sarsfields v Clorioulty/Rossmore

in the Outside Field @ 4.30pm
et Fa

' Cahir v Teomevara in Cahir @ 10.30am
Kilruane MacDonaghs v Newport/
‘Ballinahinch in Cloughjordan @ 2.00pm
Moycarkey/Borris v Holycross/Ballycahill
in Littleton @ 4.30pm

5 il

Intermediate League

Nenagh Eire Og v Boherlahan-Dualla in
 Clonoulty/Rossmore v Portroein
Clonoulty @230pm =
' Slieve Felim Rapparees v Ballingarryin
Kilcommon @ 5,00pm !

i
Sunlor D Leaguie . o
Cloneen @1015am s s



CAMOGIE

Rory
Noonan
Will the Cork camogie team start

what could be a weekend of cel-
ebrations for the senior ladies sides?

Cork travel to The Ragg tomorrow
(2pm) to face Tipperary in the Very Divi-
sion 1A League looking to keep their win-
ning run going.

A win will secure their spot in the final
with a game to spare. However, all will not
be lost if they lose because mathemat-
ieally they could still qualifv if they beat
Galway the following weekend.

A similar fate awaits the ladies foot-
ballers on Sunday, but camogie manager
Ger Manley will only be concerned about
his side who will face their toughest chal-
lenge of the season.

Tipperary are the defending cham-
pions, so this will be a battle from start to
finish and they will be looking to lay down
a marker against the All-Ireland and
Munster champions.

Tipperary got the better of Galway in
their last game; their win made all the
hetter as the Tribeswomen were at home.

Galway gave Cork a ferocious batile in
the Aﬂ-[ra?ﬂnd final last year so the sig-
nificance of this win for Tipp won't be lost
on Manley and his squad.

Tipp won 2-14 to 1-13, with 23 of the

in league tie

Cork’s Libby Coppinger tackles Waterford's
Niamh Rockett during their league clash at
SuperValu Pdirc Ui Chaoimh. Coppinger is
available for selection again-after a hand

injury. Picture: Inpho/Lomraine 0'Sullivan

game’s 30 scores coming in the first half.

Niamh Mallon and Caoimhe Kelly were
in sharp form for Galway, who led by
three points on a handful of occasions, but
Tipp's Grace O'Brien was ruthless from
play and from frees, adding a first-half
stoppage-time goal to her seven first-half
puf'nts to make it 1-11 to 0-11 at the inter-
Viall. 3

The Tipp half-back trio of Mairéad Evis-
ton, Cacimhe MeCarthy, and Sarah Cor-
coran were superb after half-time, with
Casey Hennessy also getting through a
mountain of work in the middle third.
That platform allowed Tipp to starve the
Galway forwards of possession.

With almost 25 minutes gone in the sec-
ond half, just two Tipperary points and a

ﬁe;hh Cahalane breaks past Itilkennfs Aobha 0'Gorman during their Very Division 1A league clash at SuperValu Péirc Ui Chaoimh. The Cork
captain made a welcome return to action against the Cats,

Tough trip to
Tipp in storeg,
for Cork giris &
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Cork's Sacirse McCarthy bursts past Water-
ford's Orla Hickey during their league dlash.
McCarthy will be a key player for Cork tomor-
row against Tipperary. Picture: Inpho

Galway goal from Mairéad Dillon had
been added to the scoreboard, but once
Clodagh MeIntyre hit the net for the visi-
tors, the result was inevitable.

These are just some of the players Cork
will need to keep a close eye on tomorrow
and there should be some battle between
Eviston, McCarthy, and Corcoran against
Saoirse McCarthy and whoever else Man-
ley employs in the half-forward line.

Hennessy is likely to face Ashling
Thompson in midfield and whoever wins
this battle could have a huge say in the
final result.

Cork’'s recent win over Dublin will
stand to them as The Ragg is not the big-
gest of pitches, similar to the Peregrines
venue in Dublin, so Cork will have
learned from that encounter and will be
well prepared.

Manley said they know this will be an-
other battle and he would expect nothing
less from Tipp.

He also confirmed that most of the
squad, bar long-term injuries, are more or
less back in contention for inclusion in the
matchday squad.

Cliona Healy is still a few weeks away
from a return, but others like Amy O'Con-
nor and Libby Coppinger are in conten-
tion for starting spots.

Cork have also brought in sports per-
formance coach Tim Marron to the back-
room team and he will add another dimen-
sion to an already impressive set-up.

It will be another difficult outing for
Cork and as well as the aforementioned
players, they will also look to the likes of
Sorcha McCartan, Meabh Cahalane,
Laura Treacy, Laura Hayes, and Orlaith

Cahalane, to name a few, to get the better
of the title holders and reach the final.

EWIS monthly winner for January 2025, Cacimhe
Murphy, camogie, with her brothers Cian and Olan at
Kilmeen Kilbree GAA Club. Picture: Larry Cummins

Cork draw with
Tipperary to stay
In second spot
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Cork
Tipperary

An important result for Cork as they drew with Tipper-
ary in round four of the Eir All-Ireland U16A champion-
ship in Boherlahan,

The result ensures Cork remain in second place be-
hind Galway, who top the group with four wins from
four games.

Kilkenny lost by two points to Galway and are a point
behind Cork in third spot, with Tipperary in fourth, one |
behind Kﬂkﬂm'g.

Dublin, who defeated Limerick, are fifth and they will
be hoping to get a result in their final game against Kil-
kenny and maybe just edge into a place in the last
four.

Cork meet Limerick in their final game and should get
a result here, and with Galway taking on Tipperary,
this strong Galway side will be fancied to make it five
from five. ;

Cork had to battle hard to get a result after a strong
start from Tipperary saw them hit a goal and five
points to race into an eight-paint lead before Cork
found their shooting boots.

Once they got into their stride they narrowed the gap
to four points by half-fime to trail at the interval, 2-7 to
2-3.

Wind

Tipperary, having played with the aid of the very
strong wind, made all the early running with goals
from an Abbie Horgan penalty on 26 minutes and one
from Grace Cleary. :

Cork got back into the game and keptin touch with
Meabh Fitzgerald and Cliona Harte goals and points
from Lea Meillouin and Sophie Gunn. Tipperary hit
five first-half points, Cleary and Brid Woodlock with
two each, and Abbie Horgan, Lucy Rabbitte, and
Neasa Dwane with one a piece as Tipperary took ad-
vantage of the strong wind.

The second half was a tough battle as Cork set about
narrowing the gap and they quickly got to grips and
as the sides traded scores, it was Cork who were now
doing all the scoring as Meillouin, Fitzgerald, and Lexi
Manley all pressuring Tipperary as the gap was cut.
Tipperary were finding it hard and they had a paint
from Woodlock, but with Harte adding her second
goal Cork held the upper hand, but Tipperary were
not going to be denied and a goal from Alice Butler
helped her side grab a draw and a valuable share af
the spails.

Scorers for Cork: C Harte 2-0, M Fizgerald 1-1, L Meiliouin, L
Manlay|f's) 0-3 each, 5 Gunn 0-1,

TIPPERARY: G Cleary 1- 2 (1-0 pen 0-2's), A Buller, A Horgan 1-
1gach , B Woodlock 0-2 N Dwan, L Rabbitte 0-1 each.

CORK: G Hynes (Midieton); M Keane (Blarmey), R Jones(Inniscar-
ra), A Coleman (Sliabh Rua); C Hayes (St Catherine's), G Roche
{Eire Og), S Gunn (Douglas); O Troy(Newtownshandrum), G O°
ConnelijAghabullogus) ; § Dwyer| ), C Harle (Barryros), L
Malllouin, {Inniscarra): M Fitzgerald (St Catherine's) , L Byan (New-
townshandrum), L Hannigan (Ballincoflig) (¢ ).

gubsam Bishop ( Ballinascarthy) mrs?ﬂﬂ”ﬂ g}(;; H%W’

F - L Mantey ( Aghabuilogue] b

snn{D;MJgeh;; form : d, Lrgp{:onnur_ﬂﬂﬂmgh] for @Troy, S
Edléhﬂr {Aghabullogue) for A Coleman, 5 Galvin {Eire Og) for C

ayes. ;
TIPPERARY: F Aham; B Delaney, R Q' Brien, A Fanning: E Gles-
son, J Shanahan, A Corcoran, B Woodlock, A Cahill; N Dwana, L
'Rabbitte, G Cleary; C Kennedy, A Horgan, 4 Butier.

“Subs: C Davis for A Cahill, A Garr for G Kennedy.
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novan believes that the inte-
gration process between the
Camogie Association, GAA
and LGFA is moving at a “gla-
cially slow” pace and that
some drastic intervention
may be required. 0'Donovan
called himself a “zealot” on
the matter,

“If I had a say, I'd shut down
the GAA for the weekend and
lock the leadership intoa
room,” he said, “like you
would for a government bail-
outandsay ‘you're not coming
out on Sunday night until
you've formed a new GAA'.

“And if we had to call ita
different name, whatever. I
think it needs that. I think it's
in government bailout terri-
tory and that it needs a Brian
Lenihan late at night callinga
special sitting of the Dail be-

a lot of personalities involved.
We're told that there's a big
difference between playing
rules.

“It’s all nonsense. If some-
one landed from Mars in the
morning and you said ‘oh, it's
very complicated, that’s very
different to that', they'd say,
*it's the same thing'.

“They're the same Kids in
the same houses playing the
same sport on the same grass
and you'retellingme the same
unit couldn't run it.

“Maybe we need to give
more comfort to the female
codes that we're not looking to
subsume them. There'sa lot of
talk about facilities. That's
nvcratated.

“Kilbree Camogie already
play in the same faeility. We
have one membership, we

“But it does need govern- .
ment support in terms of mak-
ingsure the female players get
the same grants that the boys
get, that the commercial mod-
els are merged.

“It's so important to me. I
would lock the leadership ina
hotel for a weekend and say
we'll see you Monday morn-
ing."”

Cork GAA has had a media
ban in place since last year,
one which means reporters
can't attend the monthly
county board meetings.

“We won't fudge that one,”
said O'Donovan.

“I have a great relationship
with the Examiner. They al-
ways supported me when [
was staging my mini-rebel-
lions against the county

board.

priate to have a media pres-
ence at our county board
meetings.

“Now, you won't believe me
when [ say this, but I believe
it's in the pursuit of more
transparency."”

O'Donovan said that not
having media in the rooms
means that they can speaking
morefreely about “debt, about
all our multiple legal cases,
about the performances of our
teams".

"I know there are people
who, even on our own board,
who completely dispute that
view," he said, “but, I can only
tell vou, it is my sincere view,
and, we never turn down an
interview, we never prevent
any other media access. But, [
believe board meetings are
sacred,”



Corl’s manager Ger Manley watches on.
Picture: INPHO/Lorraine 0'Sullivan

Manley delighted with
win in tough conditions

Any time you win at The Ragg
in Tipperary it's always a good
day. It was made even better
for Cork on Saturday when
that win secured their place in
the Very Division 1A League
final in a couple of weeks.

All through, Cork were im-
pressive and never looked like
losing. It was a battle, as you
would expect, between two
quality sides, but, in the end,
the Rebels were too strong and
won by 1-12 to 0-7, with 1-9 of
their tally coming in the first
half, when they had the wind,

Tipp managed to pull it back
slightly, but they only out-
scored Cork by two points in
the second half, which wasn't
enough to see the current
league champions come out
on top.

Even more impressive was
the fact Cork held Tipp score-
less from play for the entire
rame, with Grace O'Brien hit-
ting six frees and a 45, which
Cork manager Ger Manley ad-
mitted afterwards he didn’t
Kknow at that time.

“] thought it was a good per-
formance today; we weren't
foot perfect,” said Manley,
“You saw it vourself: Condi-
tions weren't great, between
the wind and rain, and the
piteh was soft, but I thought
the performance was good.
The application was good, as
always: vou will always get
wood application from these
airls.

“I don’t think there's ever a
bad game in them., By that 1
mean they do their best every
day out and vou can't ask for
more than that.”

Cork had built up a lead by
half time and then it was over

=
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to the defence to see if they
could keep Tipp out and they
did so with style to secure the
win.

“Amy Lee made one great
save and I think that was the
only chance they had, really.
Credit to our forwards, too,
plaving into that wind and I
thought we were a bit unlucky
not to get a few more goals.

“For me, the second and
third gquarters were when we
won the game. We scored 1-4in
the second guarter and then
defended magnificently in the
third quarter, when we
needed to, as they came at us,
which vou would expect them
to do.

“The last 15 minutes was
just about closing it out,
really. It was tough out there,
between the weather and our
opponents, but I felt, on the
day, we were the better team,
really.”.

Manley didn’t see the stats
before he spoke after the gzame
and didn’t know they had kept
them scoreless from play.
“Wes (O'Brien, one of the
coaching team), is always on
ahout that in training. [ didn’t
know that, but that's a great
stat and full credit to all those
who played, who worked hard
to ensure that happened.

“It's great to win and it's
nice to secure your spot in the
league final with a game to
spare. But we have another
tough game against Galway
next week and we will prepare
for that now.”
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(Cork's Orlaith Cahalane in action against Dublin's Emma 0'Byrne. Ca-

Ihalamwas outstanding for the Rebels against Tipperary.

Tipperary 0-7
Cork 1-12
It might have been bitterly cold and
windy, but the action on the pitch
was certainly hot as Cork took on
Tipperary in the Very Camogie

League Division 1A at The Ragg on -

Saturday.

This was a clash of the All-Ireland
champions and the league winners and
both sides were determined to lay down a
marker ahead of the Munster and All-Ire-
land championships.

In the end it was the All-Ireland cham-
pions, Cork, who came out on top, and
they were the better side all through.

The win means Cork are through to the
league final with a game to spare and
won't have to worry about their clash
with Galway next weekend.

The Ragg is never an easy place to win
and Cork would have known that travel-
ling up and from the throw-in they
showed the determination needed to win
there.

Up front, the likes of Clodagh Finn and
Orlaith Cahalane had the Tipp defence
under constant pressure and they found it
difficult to cope with them, .

Add in others, like Sacirse McCarthy
and Kate Wall, who made sure that it was
a difficult day for the Tipp defenders.

But when it was needed in the second
half, with the wind howling into their
faces, the Cork defence was simply mag-
nificent.

They kept Tipp from scoring from play
for the entire game, a stat that will keep
any defender happy.

Katrina Mackey in action against G-.alw.ay’s Emma Heleber. The Cork forward hit 1-2 against Tipperary on Saturday_. .
final spot
with game

CAMOGIE

To mention anyone in particular would
be unfair, because, as a unit, they fought
for every ball and didn’t give Tipp an inch,
backed up by Aoife Healy and Ashling
Thompson.

Cork made use of the strong wind in
their favour just 20 seconds in, when Or-
laith Cahalane pointed, but it took nine
minutes for their second score to arrive.

This time, Sorcha McCartan was on tar-
get from a free, before Grace O'Brien re-
plied for Tipp, to make it 0-2 to 0-1 after 11
minutes.

A great move, involving Saoirse
MecCarthy and Cahalane, set up Finn for
Cork's third point.

; They were now playing the better camo-
gle,

O'Brien pointed another free for Tipp,
with Wall getting Cork’s fourth.

Finn added another and when Laura
Hayes scored in the 23rd minute it was (-6
to 0-2 in Cork’s favour.

Finn scored another before Cork got a

goal.
She won the ball and played it to Cahal-

aneand her pass found Katrina Mackey to

give Laura Leenane no chance of saving.
Cahalane added a point, with Mackey
also scoring to see the Rebels lead by 1-9to
0-2 at the break.
With the wind in their favour, it was

Cork's Meabh Murphy in action against Waterford's Maggie Gostl,
Murphy wasamong the superb performances by the Cork defence
against Tipperary on Saturday.
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now a case of whether or not Tipp would
be able to pull the lead back. !

To the credit of the Cork defence, they
never did, with two early frees from
O'Brien putting a small dent in the Rebels’
lead.

Mackey, and two more from Finn, had
Cork in front by 1-12 to 0-4 after 40 min-
utes, before Tipp had their best chance to
score from play.

Clodagh McIntyre burst forward and
looked like scoring a goal, but when the
defence was beaten you have Amy Lee in
goal and she saved magnificently to deny
her what had looked like a certain green

flag.

Three late pointed frees from 0'Brien
narrowed the deficit, but, in reality, Cork
were by far the better side on the day and
move on to the league finalin a few weeks
time.

Scorers for Tipperary : G O'Brien 0-7 (0-81. 0-1 45).

Cark: K Mackey 1-2, C Finn 0-5, O Cahalane 02, S
McCartan, K Wall, L Hayes 0-1 each.

TIPPERARY: L Leanane; J Bourke, C Quirke, N Casti-
gan: G McCarthy, M Eviston, S Corcoran; C Hennassy, E
Cunneen; K Ralph, R Howard, C Mcintyre; C Treacy, ©
Maher, G O'Brien.

Subs: E Loughman for N Costigan (10 inf), M Treacy for
E Cunneen (h-1), E Heffenan for K Ralph, J Keily for C
Maher (both 443, N Cunneen for C Treacy, S Maddan for
RHoward {both 57).

CORK: A Lee; M Murphy, M Cahalane, P Mackey; H
Looney, L Treacy, L Hayes; A Healy, & Thompson: K
‘-F'I.I::IL Finn, S McCarthy, K Mackey, § McCaran, ©
n.

Subs: A Fitzgerald for S McCartan (26 inj). EM for:
KWall (h-), O Mulns for § McGarthy, A O'Gonnor for G
Finn (both 55, C O'Sullivan for O Cahalana, A O'Neill for
M Cahalang (both 58). M Condoan for A Fitzgerald (51

blood sub).

Ratersa: Liz Dampsay, Kilkenny.



Cork bid to end leag

Kevin Egan

Cork may be scoring freely
but their captain, Meéabh
Cahalane, emphasised the All-
Ireland champions’ defensive
solidity as the core reason for
their 100% record in the Very
Camogie League.

The Rebels have lost five
Division 1A finals since their
last suceess and, regardless of
what happens in their last-
round clash with Galway next
week, thev are now just 60
minutes away from bridging
an 11-year gap, after their 1-12
to 0-7 win over Tipperary at
The Rage cemented their
place in another decider.

They may be All-Ireland
champions but the majority of
the squad don't have a league
medal, so it looks like an ob-
vious target for them.

While winning in the back-
vard of last vear's league vic-
tors was important, Cahalane
was every bitas delighted with
the manner in which their vie-
tory was achieved.

*1 think our second and
third guarter, we got really
good scores from our turn-
overs and that was why we
came out on the right side,”
said Cahalane.

*“We haven't conceded a goal
vetin this league and that was
one of our main aims coming
into this game, that if we can
keep that record going for as
long as possible, that'll be an
important attribute coming
into the Championship.”

Tipp held out well for the
first quarter, playing into a
strong breeze, trailing by just
a single point when Grace
O'Brien scored from the side-
line'in the 16th minute.

But Eate Wall's point in re-
sponse kicksiarted a run of 1-6
without reply, the goal coming
from one of the few survivors
of Cork’s last league success,
Katrina Mackey, after a bril-
liant pass from the skipper’s
sister, Orlaith.

In the second half, Cork's
defensive play was absolutely
immense, and by the end Tip-
perary finished the contest
without a score from play.

“Ajsling [Thompson] and
Hannah [Looney] were
coming back to help out by
putting pressure on their half-
forward line and that was a big
part of it,” said Cahalane. “We
probably conceded a few slop-
py frees that we didn’t need fo

concede, but overall we'd be
happy with that."

Galway’s 1-16 to 0-123 win
over Dublin in Kilbeacanty

Division 1A dash at Kilbeacanty.

means they are frontrunners
for the second final spot, but
they will travel to SuperValu
Paire Ui Chaoimh on Saturday
afterncon needing to match
whatever Tipperary do
against Waterford to advance.

A brilliant point from Aine
Keane, a goal from recently
married Niamh Mallon, and a

Cahalane hails Cork
defence after Rebels
confirm final spot

Rebels hold Tipperary scoreless from play
and are yet to concede goal in Division 1A

BY KEVIN EGAN

CORK may be scoring freely
but their captain Méabh Ca-
halane has emphasised the
All-Ireland champions’ defen-
sive solidity as the core reason
for their 100 per cent record in
the Very Camogie League,

The Rebels have lost five Di-
vision 1A finals since their most
recent success and regardless
of what happens in their last-
round clash with Galway this
Saturday at Pairc Ui Chaoimh,
they are now just 60 minutes
away bridging an 1l-year gap,
after their 1-12 to 0-7 win over
Tipperary at The Ragg cement-
ed place in another decider.

They may be All-Ireland
champions but the vast major-
ity of the squad doesn't have a
league medal, so it looks like an
obvious target for them.

While winning in the back-
yard of last year's league victors
was important last weekend,
Cork captain and full-back
Méabh Cahalane was every
bit as delighted with the man-
ner in which their victory was
achieved.

‘I think in our second and
third quarter, we got really
good scores from our turnavers
and that was why we came out
on therightside,’ Cahalane said
afterwards

‘We hmrl:.n't conceded a goal
yet in this league and that was
one of our main aims coming

into this game, that if we can
keep that record going for as
long as possible, that'll be an
important attribute coming
into the championship.”

Tipp held out well for the first
quarter, playing into a strong
breeze, trailing by just a sin-
gle point when Grace O'Brien
scored from the sideline in the
16th minute.

But Kate Wall's point in re-
sponse kickstarted a run of 1-6
without reply, as Cork took con-
trol. In a good, physical contest
where referee Liz Dempsey let
both teams play freely, Clodagh
Finn, Laura Hayes (two), Or-
laith Cahalane and Katrina
Mackey all used the breeze well
to raise white flags from open
play. Cahalane also showed in-
eredible vision to flick a 15-me-
tre pass into Katrina Mackey
for a goal two minutes before
half-time, a score that proved
to be a hammer blow to Tip-
perary’s hopes of securing a big
psycholegical win against their
neighbours.

In the second half, Cork’s
defensive play was absolutely
immense, with Laura Treacy
and Hannah Looney very im-
pressive across the half-back
line. On the one occasion when
Clodagh Mclntyre cut through
to try and bring Tipperary ‘to
life, Cork shot-stopper Amy
Lee prevented the ball from
going under the crosshar with
one of the best saves anyone

will see on any pitch this year.
It was a testament to the vice-
like grip that the Cork defence
had on their Tipp opponents
that the Premier women failed

to register a score from play at,

any stage,

‘Aisling {Thompson) and
Hannah (Looney) were com-
ing back to help out by putting
pressure on their half-forward
line and that was.a big part of
it. We probably conceded a few
sloppy frees that we didn't need
to concede, but overall we'd
be happy with that, Cahalane
noted, as Galway are next up
this weekend.

The Tribeswomen's 1-16 to
0-13 home win over Dublin in
Kilbeacanty means that they
are frontrunners for the sec-
ond final spot, and they need
to match whatever Tipperary
does against Waterford to ad-
vance to the league decider.

Scorers
Tipperary: G 0'Brien 0-7 (6f,145).
Cork: K Mackey 1-2; CFinn 0-5;0
Cahatane 0-2: 5 McCartan, K Wall, L
Hayes 0-Teach.
Tipperary:L Leenane; ] Bourke, C
Quirke, N Costigan; C McCarthy, M
. Eviston, S Corcoran; CHennessy,
E Cunneen; K Ralph, R Howard, C
Mclntyre; C Treacy, C Maher, G
O'Brien:
Subs: E Loughman for N Costigan
(10, Inj), N Treacy for E Cunneen
{ht), E Heffernan for K Ralph (43), )
Kelly for C Maher (43), M Cunneen

Dublin’s Emma Maran is tackled by Galway's Al

g
"

-

annah Kelly in their
Picture: James Lawlor/Inpho

remarkable diving save by
Sarah Healy from Emma
Moran were key moments in
the game. Points from Aoife
McKearney and Aisling
O'Neill kept Dublin in touch.
Galway captain Carrie Dolan
slotted five points from frees
on the trot to bring her tally to
10 and keep the visitors at bay.

for C Treacy (56), S Madden for R
Howard (56).

Cork: A Lae; M Murphy, M
Cahalane, P Mackey; H Looney,

L Treacy, L Hayes: A Healy, A
Thompson; K Wall, CFinn, S
McCarthy, K Mackey, 5 McCartan,
C Finn.

Subs: AFitzgerald for 5 McCartan
(25.in)). E Murphy for i Wall (ht),
0 Mullins for 5 McCarthy (54,

A O Connor for CFinn (54),.C

“We were disappointed with
the loss to Tipperary a couple
of weeks ago, we wanted a
reaction and we got it,"” said
Dolan.

“It was really physical out
there. There was a lot of frees
out there and there was plenty
mare that was let go, but when
it's even enough and the same
for both sides, vou don’t mind
that and it makes for a better
game for supporters.

“It's all to play for, it's a
league semi-final really
[against Cork] and that's a
great game to have now."”

At the other end of the table,
Kilkenny picked up a crucial
2-18 to 2-13 win over Waterford
at UPMC Nowlan Park, lifting
them off the foot of the table,

Their defence was opened
up to allow Mairéad O'Brien
open the scoring with a goal in
the third minute but the sec-
ond quarter saw Kilkenny
produce their best hurling of
the year so far, vielding two
goals from Katie Nolan fo es-
tablish an eight-point interval
advantage.

Kelly-Ann Doyle seized a
Katie'Nolan delivery fora goal
after 15 minutes and she
added a second seven minutes
later. Steffi Fitzgerald’s two
points, the first a superb team
score, were also part of the

ue famine

highlight reel as Kilkenny
took a 2-10 to 1-5 interval lead.

By the sixth minute of the
second half, Caoimhe Keher-
Murtagh’s point meant all six
Kilkenny forwards had scored
but their proficiency up front
slowed up a little after that.

O'Brien struck for a second
goal for Waterford but the Kil-
kenny subs helped the hosts
see the game out, something
that delighted manager
Tommy Shefflin. He was most
pleased with the mentality of
the players.

“It"s important that we stay
in this division, so now it's in
our own hands, we need to go
up to Dublin and win,” said
Shefflin.

“The younger girls in the
group need to be playing at
thislevel going into the future,
this is the best place for them
to develop as we want them to.

"We started four points
down and by half-time we
went in eight points ahead.
After losing the last couple of
games, the easiest thing in
the world would have been for
the girls to drop the heads
but they showed a bit of
character there, they proved
that the previous defeats
didn't affect them and they
dug deep and turned it
around.”

Cork captainMeabh
Cahalane would love to
addthe Very Camogie
League Divisiontitleto
her collection of honours.

DIVISION 1A CAMOGIE

P D L F A Pts

Cork 4 4 0 0 7 38 12
Galway 4 3 0 1 63 56 9
Tipperary 4 2 1 1 56 5587
Waterford 4 1) 0 3 B4 BT 2
Kilkenny pEERE Lo na Syt s s
Dublin A 0 1 3 48 77 1

O'sullivan for O Cahalane (57), Condon for A Fitzgerald (60);

A ONell for M Cahalane (55),M Referee: L Dempsey (Kilkenny).



Cork's Saoirse McCarthy in action against Waterford in the Very Camo-

gie League in February.

Picture: Inpho/Lorraine 0'Sullivan

Four Cork players on
third-level camogie
Team of the Year

CAMOGIE
i Denis Hurley

While UCC's wait for an Elec-
trie Ireland Ashbourne Cup
went on for another year after
their defeat in the final
against UL last month, there
was some consolation for
three of the team's stars.

Unsurprisingly, UL domi-
nate the Electric Ireland Ca-
mogie Third Level Rising
Stars Team of The Year with
eight players selected follow-
ing their two-point victory in
the decider, a UCC trio have
made the grade along with an-
other Leesider.

Goalkeeper Caoimhe Buck-
ley of Inniscarra is chosen be-
tween the sticks after a stellar
campaign, while Méabh
Murphy of Ballinora is at left
corner-back.

The third UCC player is
Clodagh Finn of Fr O'Neills in
the full-forward line, while
there is one other Leeside rep-
resentative - midfielder
Saocirse MeCarthy (Courcey
Rovers), who is a student in
TU Dublin.

UL's Aine Keane won the
rising plaver of the vear
award, having excelled in the
final win over UCC.

This yvear, Electric Treland
have brought sustainability to
the fore of their camogie and
GAA sponsorships, making
the switch to sustainable
awards. Over the course of the
season, a total of 25 Player of
the Match awards were pres-
ented across all competitions
including the Ashbourne, Si-
gerson, and Fitzgibbon Cups.
The Rising Star Team of the
Year awards will be crafted
from the same renewable
Beechwood material, show-
casing Electric Ireland’s com-
mitment to environmental re-
Isponsibility.

Camogie Association presi-
ident Brian Molloy said: "Con-
gratulations to each of the
players named on the 2025
Electric Ireland Camogie
¥Third Level Rising Stars Team
of the Year, and in particular,

o

Caoimhe Buckley of Inniscarra is
one of four Cork players on the
third-level camogie Team of the
Year.

congratulations to player of
the vear Aine Keane.

“This competition provides
a vital platform for young
players to develop their skills,
compete ata high level, and ul-
timately contribute to their
clubs and counties. The Elec-
tric Ireland sponsorship is
vital in providing the re-
sources and support necess-
ary to ensure the third-level
championships continue to
thrive and nurture the future
stars of our game.

“To the players named on
the team of the year, we are
immensely proud o have such
passionate and talented repre-
sentatives for the sport. Well
done to each and every one of

i
The Electric Ireland Higher
Education GAA Rising Stars
Hurling Teams of the Year will
be announced today,

2025 Electric Ireland Camogle Third
Levol Rising Stars Team of the Year:
Caolmhe Bucklay (UCC and Cork): Orla
O'Keeflo (TU Dublin and Kilkenny), Sha-
ron Shanahan (UL and Offaly), Méabh
Murphy (UCC and Cork); Claire Gannon
{TU Dublin and Dublin), Aine Keana (UL
& Galway), Jennifer Hughes (UL and
Galway): Sarah Corcoran (UL and Tip-
perary), Saolrse McCarthy (TU Dublin
and Cork); Casimhe Cahill (UL and
Clare), Caolmhe Kaher Murlagh (UL and
Kilkenny), Mairdad O'Brien {UL and
Waterlord): Mairéad Dillon (University of
Galway and Galway), Cacimhe Lyons
(UL and Limerick]), h Finn (UGG
and Cork).

.\ll

Amy 0'Connor made a welcome return to action for Cork against Tipperary last weekend. She is expected to fe

Cork aim to keep
winning run

Cork take on Galway in their final
game of the Very Camogie Division
1A National League at Pairc Ui
Chaoimh tomerrow (2pm).

The Rebels go into the game with noe-
thing at stake, bar the pride of keeping
their winning run going.

Cork are already through to the league
final, where they will play tomorrow’s op-
ponents or Tipperary, depending on re-
sults over the weekend.

The pressure is on Galway who know
that a win guarantees their place in the
final, with a draw possibly also enough.

They are currently on nine points and
could go level with Cork on 12 if they win.

Tipperary are on seven and if they beat
Waterford will finish on 10 points.

Should Cork beat Galway then the
Tribeswomen would lose out and the
league final would see the All-Ireland
champions face the league title holders,
Tipperary in the final.

So Galway and Tipp have a lot at stake
and Cork can approach the game in a far
maore secure place than them.

It was a magnificent tussle between
Cork and Galway in the All-Ireland final
last year and have no doubt Galway will

Corl’s Libby Coppinger in action against Waterford's Niamh Rockett.
Coppinger is available for selection followina a recent iniurv.

CAMOGIE

Rory
Noonan

want to lay down a marker tomorrow.
They are a quality side and beat Cork on
their way to last vear's league final.

Thev are in a position of having to go for
it, while Cork know there is no pressure
on them from outside the camp.

However this bunch of Cork players
don’t like losing and once they take to the
pitch they will be ensuring that they do
everything in their power to win.

Manager Ger Manley is likely to change
his side, with a few players returning
from injury, and others who haven't had

much game time, will be expected to play-

a bigger role.

Such is the strength of the Cork squad
now that it won't weaken the side and
those players will be looking to put their
hand up to show him just how good they

are. .
Manley finds himself in the lucky posi-

Cork’s Sorcha McCartan takes on Laoise Forrest ﬁfw '
their Munster championship clash last year. McCartan
knock against Tipp and is out for

ature against Galway tomorrow
Picture: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile

tion of having a squad with two players
for every position and those who might
come in won't weaken the side in any way.

He is expected to rest some players to-
morrow, with Sorcha McCartan, who
picked up an injury against Tipp last
week, definitely ruled outand he also con-
firmed that Ava Fitzgerald is out as well.

Libby Coppinger, returning from in-
jury, is expected to get some game timeas
will others like Aoife O'Neill, Millie Con-
don, Orlaith Mullins, and Emma Murphy.

Amy O’Connor came on late against
Tippand should get another outing as she
makes her way back from a long-term in-
jury picked up in the All-Ireland final last

year. }

Manley knows what they are facing in
Galway and even with home advantage 1t
will be a huge test, especially with what's
at stake for them. ;

“Galway are a top-class side, you saw

that in the All-Ireland final last year,” he
said. “We know we're in the league final
but they don’t so they are going to be
bringing their A game and it's going to be
a battle tomorrow.
“They have quality players all over the
pitch, but so have we, so I think it will be
close and hopefully we come out on the
right side of the result.”

their league game against Galway.
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Cork's Laura Hayes minus her hurley tries to block
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to set up league
decider re-=match

Cork

0-13
Galway 0-19

Galway got the win they needed
when they defeated Cork in their
Very Division 1A clash at SuperValu
Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

The Tribeswomen knew a win would
see them into the league final against
Cork in two weeks and they made sure of
it with an impressive display. E

Cork started with eight of the side beat
Galway in last year’s All-Treland final,
and the Tribeswomen had nine where on
duty that day. :

g:;rk won’t be happy with their overall
display, which was flat by their high stan-
dards and they will need a much-im-
proved performance in the final if they are
to beat Galway.

Using the strong wind in her favour
Saoirse McCarthy opened the scoring for
Corlk in the first minute from a long-dis-

tance free. ]

Ailish O'Reilly had the sides level a
minute later after she pointed from a tight
angle, with Emma Murphy putting the Re-
bels back in front from the restart.

* Aoife Donohue, who started instead of
the named Niamh Mallon, who was miss-
ing due to a family bereavement, had the
sides level again after four minutes.

Katrina Mackey put the Rebels back in
front before Carrie Dolan had the sides
level for the third time, when she pointed

afree.
ﬁ-ﬂcr}nalway took the lead after 15 minutes
when O'Reilly got her second.

‘She added her third to streteh their lead’

iints, 0-5 to 0-3, as they were en-
;Egytiﬁ; Eﬂ)repossession at this stage.
0'Reilly made it three n a row for Gal-

Cork’s Ciara 0'Sullivan breaks from Galway’s
Ann-Marie Starr. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

way when she capitalised on two unchar-
acteristic defensive mistakes by the home

side.

Olwen Rabbitte added another with
Dolan also pointing from a free as Galway
were playing much the better camogie at
this stage, as they led by 0-8 0-3 after 22
minutes.

Another free from Dolan put six be-
tween the sides with four minutes until
half time, as Galway had hit seven in a
row without reply.

Amy 0'Connor, in her first start of the
season, pulled a point back for the Rehels,
with Dolan replying from another free
and Aine Keane adding another as Gal-
‘way led by 0-11 to 0-4 at half-time.

Galway were turning to play with the
strong wind at their backs and were in
pole position to take the points.

Cork weren't going to go away easily
and showed that just 20 seconds into the
second half when Murphy burst forward
to score.

Dolan replied from a free with 0O'Con-
nor getting her second to make it 0-12 to
(-6 after 33 minutes.

Donohue got Galway’s second after the
restart, again from another Cork error.

Donohue was on target again as Galway
were keeping the scoreboard ticking over,
which is all they had to do at this stage.

Dolan landed a other long range free to

e
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Cork’s Aoife 0'Neill breaks from Galway's

Mairead Dillon. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

make it 0-15 to 0-6 after 40 minutes before
©'Connor pulled a point back for Cork.

Mackey pulled another back for the Re-
bels, but there were making little inroads
to the Galway lead.

O'Connor had another chance from a
free, but was told to go for goal, which was
saved on the line.

Clodagh Finn pulled a point back for
Cork, with Dolan rounding off the scoring
as the visitors ran out deserving winners.
Scorers for Cork: A O'Connor -5 (03 ), E Murphy, K
mw. L Hayes 0-2 each, S McCarthy (), C Finn 0-1

Galway: G Dolan 0-10 (0-81), A Donchue 0-3, A O'Reilly
(0~4, O Rabbitte, A Keana 0-1 aach.

CORK: A Lea; M Murphy, L Coppinger, A O'Neill; M Ca-
halane. L Treacy, L Hayes; S McCarthy, M Condon; E
Murphy, K Wall, C O'Sullivan; € Finn, K Mackey, A
O'Connor,

Subs; R Harly for A O'Naill, O Mutling for K Wall' (poth
ht}, N O'Leary for M Condon (41), M De Burca for M
wurphy (51), A Sheppard for C Finn, D O'Brien for [
O'Sullivan (both 57), N McNabola for S MeCarthy, ©
Kingston for M Cahalans (both 58),

GALWAY: Sarah Hoaly; Shauna Healy, D Higgins, R{

Hanniffy; G Hickey, E Halabart, AM Starr; A Keane, J
s: C Dolan, O Rabbitte, A Donchue; M Dillon, .A‘

O'Reilly, C Kally.

Subs: N Nitand for C Kally (49), A Rabbitte for J Hugt

{54), A Kelly for AM Star, A Lynskey for C Hickay,

58, R Kafly for O Rabbitte (60), 8 Gardiner far R H!'Hm'

(B1).

Referae: Justin Heffernan, Wexford.

Corl’s Clodagh Finn wins the sliotar from Galway’s Rachael I-Iannifﬁri

SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Manley: No excuses we
weren't good enough

It was a disappointing day for
Cork as they lost to Galway in
the Very Division 1A League.

It was a game of no conse-
quences for Cork who wera al-
ready into the league final, while
Galway had to get a result to en-
sure these sides would meet
again in two weeks.

For manager Ger Manlay, it was
a game he won't want to look
back on for long, but he was dis-
appointed in their perigrmance
much more so than the result.
*Look, we thought we were up
for it, but we weren't, the score-
line didn't do us an injustice,

‘they wera well on top,” said Man-

ley.

“Look, we can say we were miss-
ing a few, we were, but we ex-
pect any team that goes out
wearing the red jersey to be up
for it and we weren't,

*We started poorly, Galway had
a good first half and it was hard
to get back into it then. We were
better in the second half, but it
was difficult to get back intait
then.

“We gave a few girls games
there just to finish out the game,
but at the end of the day it made
no difference, we're into the
league final.”

The fact that Cork were already
in the final was probably a factor
in their performance, something
that Manley said shouldn't, but
did have a say in their perform-
ance.

“It looks like it, we didn't think it
did, but were we complacent
ourselves? We could have been,

Cork managerﬁer.Mantey.

CAMOGIE
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| don't know. We had alot of girls
missing, we picked up a few in-
juries in our last game against
Tipperary and we have a couple
of girls with the footballers and
we gave another few girls games
that needed games, | suppose.
“But at the end of the day our tar-
get was to get to the league final
and we are there, and look, Gal-
way, like ourselves, we're the top
two teams | think in the country
over the last couple of years. So
I'm locking to the final.”

Defeats can sometimes teach
you a lot about your panel, and
Manley agreed, and they will sit
down and go through the game
during the week 1o have a propar
look back over it.

“Yeah, | learned a good bit. We
gave a few girls chances, did
they take them? We will review it
during the week. Look Cathal
(Murray, Galway manager), had
a very strong team out. He was
missing one or two, but that's
their strongest team, | think.
Niamh Mallon will come back
inta it

They set their stall out really, they
have had the same team maore or
less for the last few weeks and |
suppose today was set up for
them.

“I'm not making excuses, we
weren't good enough today and
that's the bottom line. \We have
plenty to work on ahead of the
league final.”

Piauré:-Ed_&!e ﬁ'glair



ALL ON THE LINE: Corl’s Katrina Mackey tries to get

the ball away under pressure in their Very Camogie VERY CAMOGIE LEAGUE
League Divisgun 1A dash with Galway at SuperValu DIVISION 1A .

Pdirc Ui Chaoimh. Picture; James Lawlor/Inpho o T 019 Colwne.. . i
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Galway’s grea
guick rematch with Cork

ter need sets up

Camogie were already in it, so we had “Cork came back straight up a tough battle, and it was

that extra edge I suppose,” the away at us, but we rallied and  every bit of that. We felt every

Kevin Egan Galway captain said after- came back again. This is the bit of it. We needed that per-
warids. biggest stadium we played in, formance and that win.”

Wins for Waterford, Kilkenny,
and Galway in Saturday’s
final round of games in Divi-
sion 1A of the Very National
Camogie League ensured that
the two south-east rivals pre-
served their status in the top
division for next yvear, while
Galway secured their place
the final alongside Cork on
April 13 at Semple Stadium.
The Tribeswomen will con-
test their sixth consecutive

“We were put in a position
where we had to win, and we
stood up when we had to. We
had a good range of scorers, 19
points is a positive. But when
it comes to the final, it will
have zero significance. Cork
were down players today, and
we were down one or two as
well, It's going to be a com-
pletely different game.”

Cork led by 0-3 to 0-2 early
on before Galway went on a

and in the bigger stadium, the
goals look that bit bigger. It'll
be similar next time in Semple
Stadium, we've played there a
couple of times and we're
looking forward to it.”

As it happened, Galway
would have been in the final
regardless of the result. Tip-
perary needed to win to have
any chance of securing second
spot in the table, but instead it
was the Déise’s day at Walsh

Dublin needed to beat Kil-
kenny to preserve their top-
flight status, but Kilkenny —
also in relegation danger —
racked up a comfortable 2-16
to 0-14 win, despite Dublin
scoring five of the last seven
points,

Despite totting up the big-

gest tally of the day, it was the |

clean sheet that was most sat-
isfving according to skipper
Katie Power, who returned to

league final after they over- run of seven scores in a row, Park—with Waterford hitting the side for the first time after
came Cork by 0-19 to 0-13 in  and with the breeze settoblow  the last three scores of the injury to operate in front of
SuperValu Paire Ui Chaoimh, at their backs for the second game to edge out a tense battle the full-back line.

with Carrie Dolan picking up  half, their 0-11 to 0-4 interval in tough conditions by 0-10 to “When I came back in train-

the plaver of the match accol-
ade.

Dolan shot 0-10 ,with Aoife
Donohue and Ailish O'Reilly
also scoring well, though she
insisted that things would be
very different when the sides
renew their rivalry in Semple
Stadium,

“We had more to play for
here than Cork, we wanted to
get into a league final and they

lead meant that they were al-
ready well on the road to-
wards securing the win they
needed.

“We started by opting to go
against it, something that
we've done a few times this
vear," said Dolan. “When yvou
come in at half time and
you've been up against the
breeze, you feel like you've a
small bit of a cushion.

-9,

Team captain Lorraine
Bray emphasised how import-
ant that win was for a Water-
ford side that were still in the
relegation mix before the ball
was thrown in.

“1A is where every team
wants to be,” Bray told WLRF
Sport. “We knew today that we
had to come out and perform.

“We knew Tipp would put

ing, it was something the lads
threw me into to get me on a
bit of ball,” Power said of her
new role as a sweeper.

“It was about shoring up
things in defence and I wasn't
very sure of some aspects of
how to play it, but I had great
girls behind me, and if you can
make sure that you don'’t con-
cede much, you're halfway
there.

McAtamney leads by example

Camogie League Division
1B final

Antrim 3-10 field as Antrim beat senior liant partnership with captain  quarter but the experienced

side Clare 3-10 to 1-11 to win  Amy Bovle and she was cen- McAtamney provided invalu-

Clare 1-11  the Very Camogie League tral'to the quick start that put  able leadership, while Réisin
D hoC hii Division 1B title at the NGDC  Antrim on their way, provid- McCormick shot three big |

arag onchuir in Abbotstown on Saturday. ing assists for the first two points to help Antrim pull

Nicole MeAtamney had her
two sons, Joe and Dan, with
her as the celebrations com-
menced, but when it came to
the post-match interviews,
wee Joe had to be transferred
to her husband, Declan.

It was appropriate that they,
and many others, were on

hand as McAtamney pro-
duced an imperious perform-
ance from the middle of the

Joint manager Carl McCor-
mick hit the nail on the head
when explaining why. “We've
one mammy on the team, she
gets player of the match. She's
two children but she's always
there," McCormick noted.

“I'm delighted for her and
her family; that whole support

network that's required to be
always at training.”
McAtamney forms a bril-

points in under two minutes.
Two goals from Caitrin Dob-
bin and another by Katie Mol-
loy gave the Ulster side a two-
point interval lead into the
wind,
_John Carmody’s squad gave
it a real go in the second half,
with the likes of Niamh Mul-

queen and substitute Jennifer
Daly excelling and they drew
level by the end of the third

clear.

“Whenever you get a hit
older, you're out a couple of
yvears, that can become vour
job but there’'s loads of girls
that can do the same job as [
can. It was good to be a leader
today and it paid off,” said
MeAtamney. '
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Cork’s Aoife 0'Neill and Galwas;‘ﬁ_f;l_aimad Dillon at SuperVa
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Cahalane: Galway
played with far more
intensity than we did

1t was a bit of revenge for Gal-
way as they got the better of
Cork in their Very Division 1A
camogie league clash at
SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh
on Saturday.

Over the hour, the visitors
were the better side and you
couldn't argue against the
final scoreline of 0-19 to 0-13in
their favour. )

It was a disappointing result

but much more so a disap-

pointing performance by the
Rebels, in their final game
ahead of the league final in
two weeks time, where these
two sides will meet again.

Cork captain Meabh Cahal-
ane said that Galway played
with far more intensity and a
higher work-rate, which
they'll have to sort ahead of
the league final.

“We came here today hop-
ing to put in a performance
and obviously hoping to come
out with a win,” Cahalane
said.

“But Galway came down
more intense than us and
their work rate was through
the roof. They had lots of ener-
gy, and they exposed us in the
first half and we just didn’t
match it

“We were second to every
ball and second in terms of
energy and with a perform-
ance like that you're not
going to come out the right
side of it.

“We'll have to go away now
and reflect for the next two
weeks, but it’'s not all
negatives. There's plenty posi-
tives to take out of it as well. A
lot of girls got a run out today.

“We had a couple of new
girls starting as well. So you
know that's a positive take,
and I thought they did well.

“So lots of work to do for the

j L\

Cnriuamwhostartedaga

inst Galway during
League game at SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh.
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next two week and we're
really looking forward to the
final.”

Cork were already in the
final ahead of the clash with
Galway and really had no-
thing at stake, bar keeping
their winning run going.

With that in mind alane
said that it may have had an
influence on their display, but
it shouldn't have had.
~ “We still would have come
down here intending to win,
and I suppose that's what we

would have worked on all at

training.
“But Tiust think the energy

levels and the work rate, we
didn’t match them in the first
half. And I thought we fought
a bit harder in the second-half.
We definitely came here with
the intention of putting in a
performance and [ suppose we
just didn’t do that over the 60
minutes and so that's defi-
nitely something to work on.

“We know now that it's Gal-
way we will be meeting again
in two weeks time so we know
what to expect going up to
Thurles for that game.

“We had a few players there
who gave a few honest
opinions in the dressing room
afterwards about our per-
formanece, and [ suppose, you
know, that gets you ready for
training during the week.

“That game gave some of
the new girls a taste of the in-
tensity of top games. They're
going really well in the gym
and at training. So that prob-

_ably just gave them a taste of
the physicality you can expect
against a top team and a taste
of what to expect in the final.”

the Very Camogie
Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Libby Coppinger of Cork in action against Galway inthe Very Camogle League Division 1A loss in SuperValu
Péirc Ui Chaoimh last Satuday. Cork will face Galway again in the league final. PHOTO: INPHO/JAMES LAWLOR

History was made for the Ballinascarthy camogie clublast Monday nl l with agreat i
versus Sarsfields in thelr very first league match at intermediate gadge“gnaﬁnaimm
line of 1-07 to 0-08. Back (from left): Sinéad McCarthy, Nicole Prochniak, Siofra Pattwell,
Kate O'Donovan, Annie Condon, Kaela O'Driscoll, Michelle Dullea, Sarah Cahalane, Rachel

Cahalane and Moira Barrett. Front (from left): Martina O'Brien, Megan Ryan, Millie Condon,
mmmm.mwnowumwmgg%‘mﬁ bt = L

Munster double-headers to
take place in April and May -

Threa camogie/hurling double  Schedule '
headers will take place n APl gynday, April 20 ' :
| Munster Senior Camogie Corle 2
Champlonship semi-final: Cork KV Clar e double-header
v Clare, 11.45am, Cusack T y 3 : Tt
Ennis. : ;?mﬁlﬂrﬂm?sbteammnswsm-ﬁnmwimcmrewna:b-_-
& Munster Senior Camogi Munster Senlor Hurling Cham- asthe curtain-raiser for the counties’ Munster SHC clashinEnnison
 Championship semifinal be-  pionship: Cork v Clare, 2pm, Sunday, April 20t rﬁ
m%cmwmm Cusack Park, Ennis, Ger Manley's team play Clare in the provindial camogle semi-final
NS ot e Mt Saniow Camogie at1L.45am,folowed by the Munster SHC dash betweenthesame.
{cther on again for the Munater Championship quarter-final two counties at 2pm. On the same day In Semple Stadiumin Thurles,
 hurling clash at 2pm. Both games Tipperary v Limerick, 2pm, Tipperary host Limerick inthe provincial camogie quarter-final at2pm,
will be played at Cusack Parkin  Semple Stadium, Thurlas. The same counties meet inthe Munster SHC at 4pm. i s
LB L s o et e Munster Senlor Hurling Cham- On Saturday, May 10th, Enniswillhost another doubleheader, .
Tipperary and Limerick will play  Pionship: Tipperary v Limerick, hMunster camogie final at 3.20pm, followed by the huriing -
‘eachotherinthecamogle  4pm, Sempla Stadium, Thurles. - Clare and Tipperary at 6pm. ?
- quarter-final at FBD Semple Sta-  Saturday, May 10 v : =
~dium in Thurles at 2pm, before et Senior Camogie Cham- —-
:3:11'&- oting ofthe Men's 81des.  pionghip finaf, 3.30pm, Cusack
Thecamogie finalwilthenbs T NS
held at Cusack Park on May 1pat  Munster Senior Hurling Cham-
3.30pm, before the men's clash  Plonship: Clarev Tipperary, 6pm,
sen Clare and Tipperary at  Cusack Park, Ennis.

& Daragh Laen



Corl's Ava McAuliffe attacks the Dublin goal

during the Electricireland

Minor Championship match between Cork and Dublin at Castle Road.

Picture; David Creedon

With semi spot in bag
Cork will look to end

group games in

The final games in the group
stages of the Eir All-lrefand U16A
Camogie Championship wil
take place this weekend when
Cork host Limerick in Castle
Roadlomorraw (2pm), Tipperary
head to Galway, and Dublin are
at home to Kilkenny.

Cork are second behind Galway
who top the group after four wins
from four games. Kilkenny are a
point behind Cork in third with
Tipperary in fourth, oné behind
Kilkenny.

Dublin had animportant win over
Limerick last weekend to put
them in fifth with an outside
chance of qualification. Galway
have already secured their semi-
final spot with 2 game in hand.
They face a Tipperary side that,
depending on results, could
possibly move into second or
third if Cork lose to Limerick and
Dublin beat Kilkenny.

Corlk look to have done enough
and aven if thay lose tomorrow,
they will still make it through. The
real battle will be between Kil-
kenny, Dublin, and Tipperary, &
win for Dublin and Kilkenny and
a defeat for Tipperary could see
Tipperary edged out.

Cork will be hoping to finish the
group stage in styleand getare-
sult over Limerick.

Having lost their first game to
Galway by two points, Cork
settled down and, performing
well, got the upper hand on Dub-
lin and Kilkenny before playing
out an exciting draw with Tipper-
ary in their fourth game, a result
which kept Cork in second place
in the group.

There have been impressive dis-
plays from Cork through the
campaign with Cliona Harte, Lea
Meillouin, Leah Ryan, and
Maebh Fitzgerald impressing in
attack, Brendan Foley and his
management team will be going
all out for a win to hold second
place.

Cork's Avril Cagne

y dears the ball out of defence while being chased by

style
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Limerick have not enjoyed the
best of campaigns; they lost all
their games, In their opener, they
had a hard-fought battle with Kil-
kenny before losing 1-1610 2-11.
They were heavily defeated by
Galway, 2-19 to 1-3, before los-
ing to Dublin by two points, 38
to 2-9.

Meanwhile, the news that three
Munster SHC games will be held
as double-headers with Munster
camogie matches was an-
nounced earlier this week, and
while it was welcomed and will
give the games extra profile, a lot
of camogie followers are won-
dering how they will get tickels
given the excitement generated
by the hurling games.

With securing tickats very much
a pot luck situation many who
follow the camogie team may be
forced to miss the games given
the huge interest in the hurling
clashes.

While hurling clubs will, no
doubt, get ticket allocations, the
same may not be afforded to ca-
mogie clubs therefore the genu-
ine camogie follower may not be
catered for which will be a huge
disappointment to fans who,
through the national league, will
have followed the team in near-
amply stadiums.

Cork and Clare will metin the ca-
mogie semi-final in Cusack Park
(11.45am) before the counties
meet in the hurling clash (2pm)
on Easter Sunday.

The same day in Semple Sta-
dium, Thurles, Tipperary meet
Limerick in the senior camogie
quarter-final (2pm) before the
hurling clash at 4pm. The camo-
gie final will be held at Cusack
Park on May 10 (3.30pm) before
the hurling game between Clare
and Tipperary at 6pm.

Dublin’s Abbie Kenny during the Electric Ireland Minor Championship

match.

Picture: David Creednn

cork manager
disappointed
after first
league loss
but context

is important
as Division 1A
final beckons

0-13
0-19

CORK
GALWAY

GER McCARTHY REPORTS

GER Manley made no excuses
after Cork suffered their first
Very Division 1A League defeat
of the season at home to Galway
in Pairc Ui Chacimh. The Cork
boss insisted the better teamon
Saturday won.

Having already booked their
place in the league decider, the
Rebels produced a disappoint-

ing display and could have no_

issue with the outcome.
Second best throughout the
afternoon, Manley was leftwith
plenty to ponder as a lethargic
Cork, albeit minus a number of
regular starters, never got to
grips with their opponents.
In defeat, the Cork boss
made zero excuses.
‘We were poor, Manley ad-
mitted.
‘Galway came here and were

up for it. We thought we were

up for it, but we weren't.

The scoreline didn't do them
justice, they were well on top.
You can say we're missing a few,
but we expect any Cork team
that goes out, any 15 that wear
the red jersey, they put itin.

‘Galway had a good first half
and it was hard to get back into
it. We thought we were a bit
better in the second half, and
we gave a few girls a run to fin-
ish out the game. At the end of
the day, this game made no dif-
ference. We're looking forward
to the league final.” y

Galway's motivation was ob-

“vious as onlya win would secure
Cathal Murray's side a league
final berth. The visitors were
full value for their victory and

Cork’s Ciara 0!Sullivan is

challenged by Galway's
AnnMarie Starr.

‘We'relooking forward
totheleague final’

will relish another erack off the

Rebels in the league decider-

at Semple Stadium on Sunday
week. >

Manley made six changes
from the Cork team that de-
feated Tipperary to qualify for
this year's league final with a

game to spare.

From Carbery camogie’s
point of view, St Colum’s Libby
Coppinger returned from inju-
ry at full back, Ballinascarthy's
Millie Condon began in mid-
field alongside Courcey Rovers’
Saoirse McCarthy and Newces-
town's Ciara O'Sullivan started
on the half-forward line. En-
niskeane’s Daire O'Brien and
Newcestown's Claire Kingston
were late second-half substi-
tutes.

Coppinger's performance
was one of the few positives
from an otherwise forgettable
afternoon.

“Yeah, Libby was top class,
Manley agreed.

“That was her first game back
since she broke her finger in a
football game. Give her credit,
1 thought she was excellent.

1t was Galway whe dominat-
ed the opening half, despite
trailing 0-3 to 0-2 after a flurry
of early scores. Saoirse McCar-




! Laura Hayes infull
flight against Galway

at Pairc Ui Chaoimh.
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Q THE HIGHLIGHTS

Our Star: Take your pick fromabout ten Galway starters but for sheer
determination, and the fact she was returning froma hand injury, Cork
defencier Libby Coppinger stood out. : '

Star moment: Galway scared some cracking points throughout the
hour but Carrie Dolan's accurate free-taking, amid windy conditions,
was ahighlight.

Talking point: Despite missing a number of regulars, this was Cork's
worst display since Ger Manley took over, Expect lots of soul searching
ahead of the league final. . LEE

What's next? Cork and Galway will meet againin the Division1A final in
Semple Stadlum on Sunday, April13th.

The Connacht side were ten
points clear heading into the
¢losing quarter and, in truth,
never looked in danger of
squandering that advantage.
So it proved as Carrie Dolan,
Aoife Donohue and Ailish
O'Reilly kept the scoreboard
ticking over and Galway ran out
0-18 to 0-13 winners.

. ‘I thought at times they over-
- . ranusin the middle of the field,

. that happens in matches,” Man-
- ley concluded.

I suppose they had that bit
of hunger as they had to win

to get into the final. We know
what Galway are about. There's

nothing between us,
- and look, I'd rath-
er they beat us
today than beat

sibly. Unfortunately, we were
beaten by a better team.’

So, just a bad day at the of-.

fice for the three-in-a-row chas-
ing All-Ireland champions or
something more worrisome?
We will have a better idea in a

Mackey, Amy O'Connor.

Subs: Rachel Harty for A O'Nelll
(ht), Orlaith Mullins for i Wall (ht),
Niamh O'Leary for M Condon (42,
inj), Meabh De Burca for M Murphy
(51), Ay Sheppard for CFinn (57),
Daire O'Brien for C O'Sullivan (57),

us on Sunday fort-

night. fortnight’s time, Niamh McMabela for S McCarthy

‘Tactically, (58), Claire Kingston for M

they were Scorers Cahalane (58).

direct so we  CorkfAmy O'Connor 0-5 (3f); Galway: Sarah Healy; Shauna

will have to  EmmaMurphy, Katrina Mackey, Healy, DervlaHigglns, Rachel
thy (free), Emma Murphy and answered by a solitary Amy repeatedly punished by look atthat.  LauraHayes 0-2 each; Saoirse Hanniffy; Clara Hickey, Emma
Katrina Mackey were ontarget O'Connor free as an out-of- Carrie Dolan who fin- ‘Look, at McCarthy (1f), Clodagh Finn 0-1 Helebert, Ann Marie Starr; Aine
for Cork with Ailish O'Reilly .sorts Cork changed endsseven ished with ten points, theend of the each. Keane, lennifer Hughes; Carrle
and Aoife O'Donoghuereplying  pointsinarrears. eight from frees. day,ourtarget  Galway: Carrle Dolan 0-10(8f); Dolan (captain), Olwen Rabbitte,
for the visitors. Hitting hard and attacking * at the start of  Aliish O'Reilly 0-4; Acife Donohue Aoife Donohue; Malread Dillon,

It would be over 23 minutes  in waves, a dominant Galway Corkforward Amy the year was  0-3;0lwenRabbitte, Aine Keane Allish O'Reilly, Caoimhe Kelly.
before Cork scored again. A  didn't take their foot off the 0'Connorinaction. to reach a 0D-leach Subs: Niamh Niland for C Kelly (49)
combination of uncharacteris-  gas throughout the second pe- . : league final. Cork:Amy Lee;MeabhMurphy, Sabrina Rabbitte for | Hughes (54),
tic errors and Galway's greater  riod. Cork were only slightly <4 g Had we not got  Libby Coppinger, Acife O'Neill; Alannah Kelly for C Hickey (58),
hunger saw the Connacht side  improved and madea host of 3 T ﬁ_,_ el there a match MeabhCahalane (captain), AvaLynskey for A M Starr (58), R
build a merited 0-11 to 0-4 in-  substitutionsin aneffortto — w ' & ahead of time, I  Laura Treacy, Laura Hayes: Kelly for O Rabbitte (60}, Siobhan
terval lead. Carrie Dolan, Ail- stemthe tide. , ‘a = i suppose we might  Saolrse McCarthy, Millle Condon; Gardiner for R Hanniffy (62).
ish O'Reilly, Olwen Rabbitte ~ Cork’s penchant for giv- . have put a different  Emma Murphy, Kate Wall, Ciara Referee: Justin Heffernan
and Aine Keane scores were ingaway needless fouls was i 7 team out today, pos-  O'Sullivan; Clodagh Finn, Katrina (Wexford).

Camogie Association spending on external legal
advice increased more than five-fold last year

ing opportunities are availed

significant increase in the is moving ahead “inexorably”.
Eoghan Cormican requirement for external legal of to support the effective run- “I remain absolutely confi-
Camogie Association spend on  advice as the association en- ning of units, and minimise dent thata transformed GAA

legal and professional fees in-
creased by a staggering 549%
last year as the association
dealt with a series of “chal-

countered a series of occur-
rences, challenges and situ-
ations outside of previous ex-
perience, which reguire re-

the risks of challenge to pro-
cesses.”

The 549% rise in legal spend
did not contribute to an over-

can and will be delivered by
2027 — one club, one county,
one province, one Ard Chom-
hairle, one association —

lenges and situations” not pre-  view of the rules, codes and all deficit for 2024, although where camogie, ladies foot-
viously encountered. policies and application of the €453k surplus of 2023 did  ball, hurling and football will

In her annual report, seen same,” the Camogie CEO shrink considerably to €98,375 be sustained, maintained and
by the Irish Examiner, Camo- wrofe. last year. developed equally and

gie chief executive Sinead
McNulty outlined how there
was a significant increase in
the requirement for external
legal advice.

Her comments are borne
out in the Camogie Associ-
ation’s financial accounts for
2024, which shows expendi-

“This pattern of increased
challenge is taking place
throughout the sports indus-
try and when we review the
cases coming before the disci-
plinary and appeals pro-
cesses, often the application or
failure thereof, of approved
policies and procedures has

Brian Molloy: Full integration

Despite the Women's Gaelic
Players Association being
launched in 2015, and later
merging with the GPA in 2020,
Camogie Association top-
brass are only now bringing
forward a motion, to this wee-
kend's Congress, to recognise
the GPA “as the official repre-

equitably for all,” Molloy
added.

“Our game and our associ-
ation are in a good place. Our
finances, as you will see, are
in good shape and we are tak-
ing steps to try and build our
match attendance figures
further.

fessional led to difficulties. sentative body for adult “We all need to work to en-

ft::: :egégjﬁgggim “We have invested in train- ismoving ahead ‘inexorably’. players in inter-county com-  sure that our players are sup-
This figure represents an ing and supports for volun- petitions”. ported when they take to the
over five-fold increase on the  teers who take on the import- ernance gmd_ application of the In his president’s foreword, pitch — in local and national
nding €91,277 in 2023.  ant roles in the association Association’s rules. It is vital Brian Molloy stated that the settings and whether our own
“During 2024, there was a  charged with leadership, gov-  that these supports and train- process of full integration counties are involved or not.”



‘Representing Cork teams highlights

Carbery
Camogie
Awards
honour local
players who
lined out for
Cork teams
in 2024

THE growing strength of camo-
gie in West Cork was there for
all to see at the Carbery Camo-
gie Awards Evening.

A super initiative by Carbery
Camogie, the purpose of the
awards evening in Clonakilty
on Saturday was to honour the
players from local elubs who
represented Cork in 2024,
as well as present medals to
clubs who won Carbery camo-
gie championships at various
grades last season.

These awards are in their sec-
ond year, but already highlight
how local players are making
animpact at county level. From
the division's three All-Ireland
winning senior players — Libby
Coppinger (St Colum’s), Ciara
O'Sullivan (Newcestown) and
Millie Condon (Ballinascar-
thy) = right down to Ul4 lev-
el, there was a strong Carbery
representation on Cork squads
last season.

‘The fact that these three
plavers (Libby, Ciara and Millig)
come from small rural elubs in
Carbery rather than the bigger
urban senior clubs is a testa-
ment to their commitment
to camogie,” Carbery Camo-
gie Chairman Teddy O'Regan
said. 'In addition to senior,
Carbery players represented
Cork at junior, minor, U17,
U16, UL5 and Ul4 in 2024.

‘Representing Cork teams
is a verification of the high
standard of camogie in Car-
bery.

‘We in Carbery camogie
want to increase the partie-
ipation of girls in camogie
from a young age, retain the
plavers in camogie to adult
level, be proud of their club
and their community, and
provide opportunities for
Carbery players to play at the
highest level. This is why we
are working with the coun-
ty board to ensure divisions
continue to participate in the
county senior championship.

“The senior camogie cham-
pionship provides an op-
portunity for every Carbery
player, no matter how small
their club, to compete at the
highest level in club camogie
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Camogie Ut6 players
Clonakilty; Maria O'Donovan, Barryroe, and Emily Cregan, Clonakilty.
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in Cork and test themselves
against the best."

These are busy times for
Carbery camogie, withan U15
skills competition in Barryroe
this Saturday at 2pm, and at
the same time in the same
venue thereisa Carbery Goal-
keeper Workshop with Eime-
ar White,

The Carbery camogie players
who received awards included:

Senior —Millie Condon (Ball-
inascarthy), Ciara O'Sullivan
{Neweestown) and Libby Cop-
pinger (St Colum’s).

Junior - Sinéad Hurley (En-
niskeane).

Minor - Amy McCarthy (Clo-
nakilty).

U17 - Meabh O'Brien (Enn-
iskeane),

UIGA — Maria O'Donovan
(Barryroe), Niamh O'Mahony
(Kilbrittain/Timoleague).

UI6B — Emily Cregan (Clo-

5 —
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Taking centre stage were Sinéad Hurley, Enniskeane (Cork junior team); Ciara O'Sullivan,
New?gtmn msmﬂrzr);mmn. Balllnmr&hy (Cork senior); Libby Coppinger, St
Colum's (Cork senior), and Amy McCarthy, Clonakilty (Cork minorteam). =~ :

nakilty), Niamh Barrett (Clo- -

nakilty), Karen O’Sullivan
(Newcestown), Erin McCarthy
{Enniskeane).

U15 - Sinéad O'Callaghan
(Barryroe), Cliona Harte (Bar-
ryroe), Amber Bishop (Balli-
nascarthy).

Ul4 - Philippa Desmond
(Kilbrittain/Timoleague), Livi
Kelly (Kilbrittain/Timoleague),
Amy Walsh (Enniskeane), Clara
Cashman (Ballinascarthy), Jul-
ie Fleming (Bandon), Aisling
Crowley (Clonakilty), Saoirse
Gilmore (Clonakilty), Ailbhe
Byerley (Clonakilty), Eibhlin

- Murphy (Clonakilty), Mairéad

Whelton (Barryroe).

The Carbery camogie clubs
that received medals on Satur-
day: Enniskeane (UI5B Cup),
Barryroe (U13A Cup), Clonak-
ilty (U13A Shield), Newcestown
(U13B Cup) and Ballinascarthy
(U13B Shield).

llivan, Newcestown; Niamh Barrett,

fde NiMhuiriof Carbery Camogie presents abouguet of
flowers to Carbery Camogie sponsor Colette Twomey, CEO

The:anuﬁplaymhonumedmsmnﬂay
evening were Amber Bishop, Ballinascarthy; Sinéad
0'Callaghan, Barryroe, and Cliona Harte, Barryroe.

| b ." ‘1.'.__'_"1‘_ % Hr‘:g-?:.. . .' : " Byt el - o
Honoured at the Carbery Camogie Awards Evening in Clonakilty
were rudphymwhngauweodg\gormemrk U14sin 2024. Front fromleft, Saoirse Gilmore,
Clonakilty; Ebhlin Murphy, Clonakilty; Julie Fleming, Bandon; Philippa Desmond, Kilbrittain/
Timoleague, and Livi Kelly, Kilbrittain/ Timoleague. Back fromleft, Clara Cashman,
Ballinascarthy; Mairéad Whelton, Barryroe; Amy Walsh, Enniskeane; Aisling Crowley,
Clonakilty, and Ailbhe Byerley, Clonakilty. (Photos: Paddy Feen)




Cork dual stars to play two finals this weekend

Eoghan Cormican

Cork dual stars Aoife Healy,
Hannah Looney, and Libby
Coppinger will play two
National League finals in the
space of 24 hours this weekend
as the respective manage-
ments have agreed not to
prioritise one fixture over the
other,

The Cork ladies footballers
are in Croke Park this Satur-
day (3pm) for the Division 2
League final against Galway,

Very Irefand Division 1A

Cameogie Figal
Cork v Galway on
Sunday inSemple

while the camogie team are in
action at Semple Stadium the
following afternoon (2.15pm)
in the Division 1A League
final against the same maroon
opposition. g

ealy, Looney, and Cop-
pinger are integral members
of both camps, with camogie
boss Ger Manley confirming
that they’ll tog on for the foot-
ballers on Saturday and, un-
less injury gets in the way,
they'll do so again less than 24
hours later.

of the league we wanted to
'make the final and that we
have done, so maybe we
were a bit complacent.”

As for Galway, Meabh
said: “We have met a
lot over the years and
there has been very little
between us and I know the
final will be the very same,
but it's been awhile since
we won the league and
that is our motivation now
towinit.”

Playing against the strong
wind in the 1st half they
were deserving winners.

Carrie Dolan tormented
Cork that day with some
quality points and pun-
ished every Cork indiscre-
tion from placed balls.

Ailish O'Reilly, Aoife
0’Donohue, Mairead Dil-
len, Olwen Rabbitte, the
Healys Sarah and Shaun-
agh also played well and
they also lined out minus
the talented Niamh Mal-
lon and her presence will
strengthen their side.

Cork took the opportu-
nity to rest a few players
and a couple of players
withlittle knocks were also
left out.

Dual players Hannah
Looney and Aoife Healy
along with Libby Cop-
pinger will be in Croke
Park on Saturday, by no
means ideal but that's the
price you pay for success.

" It’s been a while, 2013
since Cork last won the
league - a bit like the hurl-
ers last week - they will

Stadium Thurlesat215pm want to end that unwanted
“Okay we were short a record.

few players and Galway's

The composition of the

need was a bit greater than  starting 15 will be inter-
ours but we are still dis- esting although there is a
appointed at losing.” Ger doubt about the availabil-
Manley after they lost their ity of Laura Hayes who-has
last game of the group aslightinjury and may not
phase to Sunday’'s oppo- be risked and the St Cath-
nents in the Pairc a couple erine’s player would be a

of weeks ago.

The need he was refer-

loss.
Amy Lee remains the

ring to was that by then number 1 while in front
Cork had already qualified of her expect Pamela
for the final while Galway Mackey, Laura Tracey,
needed towinand theydid Meabh Murphy and team

in some style.

Captain Meabh Cahalne,

captain Meabh Cahalane.
Ashling Thompson who

while disappointed with sat out the last game will
the loss was looking for- return as will Sorcha McCa-
ward to the final: “No one rtan, Amy 0'Connor made
likes losing but at the start her ist start of the year and

Two weeks age, Healy and
Looney did not line out for the
camogie side in their final
round-robin outing against
Galway, instead travelling to
Donegal the following day
with the footballers,

Coppinger did not feature in
Donegal having been at full-
back for Manley's team as
they went down at home to
Sunday’s opponents Galway
by 0-19 to 0-13, an immaterial
result for the Rebel women
given that they had already se-

will benefit from that out-

ing, while Orlaith Cahalane
and Saoirse McCarthy will
also feature,

There is a healthy rivalry
between these two sides
in recent years, simple
because they are the best
two teams and this will not
be the last time they will
encounter one another
before the season ends, |

Galway will have been
boosted by beating Cork
on their home patch the
last day, but Cork with a
full squad should have that
bit extra to get over the
line.

The matchislive on C103.

One other camogie game
on Saturday, it’s the Elec-
tric Ireland All-Ireland
Minor A semi-final featur-
ing Cork v Tipperary at
Castle Road at Zpm.

cured their Camogie League
final berth a round previous.

“They are playing Saturday
with the footballers and hope-
fully they will come through
that, and they'll be togging for
1is then on Sunday. 50 we'll
just have to monitor them in
between, really. Hopefully
they won't get injured,” said
Manley.

“It is not brilliant going into
two national finals so close to-
gether, but it is just the way it
is. We'll just get on with it.”

The Cork ladies footballers
are chasing a first piece of
national silverware since 2019,
while the camogie women are

attempting to bridge a 12-year

gap to the county's last League
SlICCEsSs.
Cork have lost five Camogie

League finals in the interim,

including two of the last three,
Their bid to end that wait
has been strengthened by the
return to full fitness of Cliona
Healy.
A permanent fixture in the

half-forward line during last
summer’s run to All-Treland
glory, Healy has not featured
in red this year.

“Cliona will be in the squad
for the final,” said Manley,

“She's been training for the
last week and a half. She’ll be
a hig addition to us, She had a
calf injury and was finding it
difficult to get through. Train-
ing very well the last week and
a half. Came through a couple
of very good sessions. In the
mix for Sunday.”

Cork captain Méabh Cahalane wants to get herhands on the
Division 1A trophy on Sunday.

Cahalane wants
league medal to
swell collection

UCC Sports Star
award winners 2024-25:

Alhlotics: Katie Bergin
Archery: Beau Poydance

GAA: Aolfe Healy, Ecin Dawney:
Hockey: Micaala Sanderson

Olymple Walghtlifting: Shane Roche
Rugby: Petar Hyland =
women's Soccer: Aolbhin Donnelly
Mew/Young Athlete of the Year: Daryl
Cuff {basketball)

International Representation Award:
Adam Murphy (rowing), Michasl Foy
{rugby)

Supreme Sports Star Award: Margaret
Cramean (rowing)

Coach of The Year: Mark Mulcahy

nockey)

Ernam of the Year: UCC Fluagby Senior
Saconds — winners Munster Junior Gup
2024

* Kieran Dowd Speclal Achlevement

Award: David Holmes (Juda)
Hall of Fame; Moss Finn {rugby)

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

MEABH Cahalane reckons that
just two of the current Cork
senior camogie squad have
won national league medals.
She hopes that number swells
dramatically this Sunday af-
ternoon.

You have to go back to 2013
for Cork’s last Division 1 league
title, but the Rebels' class of
2025 has the chance to end this
wait when they take on Galway
in the Very National League Di-
vision 1A final at Semple Stadi-
um, Thurles (2.15pm throw-in).

‘I think it's only the two
Mackeys in our group who have
a league medal,” Cork captain
Cahalane told The Southern
Star.

‘Even though you can look
around the dressing room and
see so many players who have
won so many awards and med-
als, one thing a lot of us have in
common is that we don't have a
league medal. That's something
to go after as well.

*After this weekend there is
a bit of a dip before the All-Ire-
land championship kicks in,
50 we know this is a big game
for us, as well as the Munster
championship games, before
the All-Ireland starts.’

Cahalane and Co are no
strangers to success. As back-
to-back All-Ireland champions
Cork are the undisputed num-
ber one right now and their
league form has backed this
up. Wins against Waterford
{2-10 to 0-8), Dublin (0-20 to
0-10), Kilkenny (3-17 to 0-13)
and Tipperary (1-12 to 0-7)
saw Ger Manley’s team book
their league final spot with one
game to spare. That final group
stage game saw Cork suffer a
first league loss, 0-19 to 0-13 at
home to a Galway side they’ll
face again in the league final.

While the All-Ireland is a big-
ger prize, Cork are focused on
the here and now — and they
want a league title, and some

revenge for the bad day at the
office against Galway.

‘When you get to a league
final you want to win it, Ca-
halane stressed.

"We also know that we want
to peak for the business end
of the year. It's the league final
first, and as well as winning it
we weren't happy with our per-
formance against Galway a few
weeks ago so that is something
we want to address. Getting a
result against Galway would be
important for us at this time of
the year.

‘We have got a lot out of the
league. At the start, one of our
objectives was to go as far as we
couldin the league, and now we
are in the final so we have to be
happy with where we are.'

The platform for Cork’s
impressive league is linked to
many factors, including their
defence that has yet to concede
a goal. They have the best de-
fensive record in the division,
and had conceded an average of
0-10 per game before theloss to
Galway; the context here being
that game mattered little to the
Rebels.

‘It (not conceding a goal) is
something that was picked up
on after the Tipp game. | know
the Galway game was disap-
pointing, but we still didn’t con-
cede a goal,’ Cahalane said.

‘Amy Lee in goal and all our
defenders work so hard, and
you have the work-rate around
our middle third and with our
forwards is huge. No-one can
come out with the ball easily
against us, our defence starts
up at number 15. It's helping us
at the back because we know
if we don't concede a goal that
we have the forwards who can
score goals.!

Scoring more (6-72 v 2-76)
than Galway and conceding
less (0-57 v 3-60) this season,
all signs point to a Cork win
on Sunday, and for Cahalane
the chance to lift silverware as
captain.



Amy Sheppard, of Cork, pulls away from Clare’s Grainne McMahon
during the Munster U23 camogie semi-final.
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Cork survive late scare
against Clare to reach
Munster U23 final

Cork 2-11
Clare 2-9

Cork overcame Clare in a
close Munster U23 semi-final
at Castle Road after a battle to
the finish.

Clare did have a chance to
grab a winner, but a late free
went wide, much to the relief
of Cork, who now go forward
to meet Tipperary.

Cork, playving against the
wind in the opening half, led
by four points at the interval,
1-B to 0-7, a Claudia Keane goal
after just three minutes giving
Corka vital edge,

Zi Yan Spillane had opened
the scoring with a free, but
after the goal and a Niamh
McNabola score, Cork were
up 1-1 to 0-1. Clare responded
well and hit four points with-
out reply, through Spillane,
Jennifer Daly, Caoimhe Cahill
and Grace Carmody.

Cork upped the pace, and
with Millie Condon working
hard around the middle they
hit five points in a row. Amy
Sheppard converted two frees
and scored from play, with
McNabola and Nicole Olden
also on target.

Clare were finding it diffi-
cult to break down the Cork
defence and went 15 minutes
without a score, before an Ais-
ling Cooney free and another
Spillane score,

Again Cork responded,
through Keane and Emily
O'Donoghue, to go in four
points ahead,

Ellen Casey narrowed the
gap for Clare, but Amy Shep-
pard and Avril Cashman re-
sponded. Spillane had one
back for Clare, before Aisling
Cooney dispatched a penalty

Daly.

Millie Condon, of Cork, gateu the sliotar ahead of Clare’s Jennifer
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to the net to give them a one-
point lead.

That was short-lived,
thanks to an Eimear Duignan
point, followed by an Amy
Sheppard goal.

As the sides battled for con-
trol, both defences had to
stand firm. ;

Aisling Cooney pointed a
Clare free with three minutes
remaining to put two between
the sides and she had one last
chance to grab a winner as
Clare were awarded a 20-
metre free,

Her goal attempt went wide
as Cork held on to progress to
the Munster final.

Scorers for Cork: A Sheppard 1-4 (0-3
f). € Keane i-1, N McNabola 0-2, N
Qidan, E O'Doncghue, A Cashman E
Duignan 0-1 each.

Clare: ZY Spillana D4 (0-3 1), A Coonegy
1-2 (0-2 1), E Casoy 1-0 pen; C Cahill, §
Cammody J Daly 0-1 each.

CORK: C Buckley (Inniscarra); A O'Rior-
dan (Ballinora), L Dunlea (Sarsfields), C
Kingston (Mewcestown), M Ring (Agha-
bulicgue), D O'Brien (Enniskeana), A
Cashman (Youghal); M Condon (Ballin-
ascarthy), E Sheehan (Eire Og); N
Mchabola (Cloughduy), E O'Donoghue
(Bishopstown), N Oldan (St Finbarr's): A
Shoeppard (Cloughduv), C Keane (In-
niscarra), R Murphy (Ballinora).

Subs: N O'Regan (St Catherina's) for N
Olden (36), 5 Hurley (Sarsfields) for A
O'Riordan (45), E Wigginglon Bameit (St
Finbarr's) for N McNabola (48), A
MeCarthy (Clonakiity) for E © Donoghue
(50), C O'Donoghue (Bishopstown) for
G Keana (52).

CLARE: M Burke; D Grilfin, G Queally; G
McMahen, HM Naylon, A Walsh; A An-
darson, J Daly; G Carmody, M Hanra-
han, A Coonay, C Cahill; A McMahon, E
Casey, ZY Spillana,

Subs: D Beston tor J Daly (26 inj), A
Marren for A McMahon({47).

Referee: John Dooloy (Tipperary).

Picture: Howard Crowdv

camogie sides on Sunday.

row.

outworked them. .

sure their place in the decider.

ship.

Ashling Thompson will be expected

the round-robin dlash with Galway.

In the second battle of Cork v Galway
over the weekend it's the turn of the

They clash in the Very Division 1A
National League final at FBD Semple Sta-
dium, Thurles, throw-in 2.15pm.

The Rebels will be hoping this makes it
two from two over the Tribeswomen, with
the ladies footballers elashing in their re-
spective league final at Croke Park tomor-

If you judged the camogie decider on
the last meeting of Cork and Galway in the
round robin stage of the league then the
Rebels needn’t bother showing up.

Both the players and management were
first to admit afterwards they were second
best on the day, as Galway outplayed and

However Galway manager Cathal Mur-
ray and his team will be well aware that it
was a nothing game for Cork. They had al-
ready qualified for the league final and on
the opposite side Galway had to win to en-

That game gave Cork manager Ger
Manley and his selectors the chance to get
game time into some players as well as
giving some of the newer members of the
squad an opportunity to see the levels you
need to be at when it comes to champion-

ey

b

Cork's Sorcha McCartan is chased by Dublin’s Emma 0'Byrne during their Very National Division 1
recovered from an injury and is available for selection on Sunday.

Camogie side
face a hattle

Rory
Noonan

Galway are a tough, physical side and
they blend that with plenty of skill as well.

As they had to win Galway went with a
near full strength side and you can expect
few changes from their starting 15 that
took to the field in their 0-19 to 0-13 win at
SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh two weeks
ago. Niamh Mallon is likely to come back
in and Aoife Donohue, who started in-
stead of her, is also likely to retain her
starting spot.

Cork were missing a number of players
for that clash, with Hannah Looney and
Aoife Healy playing with the footballers
the following day in Donegal and they are
likely to feature on Sunday.

Others too that are available for selec-
tion again include Pamela Mackey, Ash-
ling Thompson, Sorcha McCartan and Or-
laith Cah e, to name few.

Any of those players, not to mind all
four, would strengthen any side and they
will be bursting to have another battle
with Galway, especially after that loss.

to start on Sunday having missed Clodagh Finn has been
Picture: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile  far.

o

Atie at 5t Peregrine’s, Blakestown. McCartan has
Picture: Moya Nolan

Amy O'Connor also played her first full
game of the season and that will stand to
her on Sunday.

Nobody will be writing too much into
Corlk’s loss and it will only serve as a moti-
vator for the team ahead of Sunday.

This set of players hold themselves to
the highest standards and won't accept
another performance like the clash
against Galway. . 2

“To be fair to Cork it probably was a dif-
ficult game to get themselves up for and,
no doubt, they didn’t want to show their
full hand ahead of the final. .

Manley will have used that loss to moti-
vate them in training for the last few
weeks, but he would also admit they are
more than capable of motivating them-
selves.

“They were far better than us the last
day, but that will count for nothing on
Sunday,” said Manley, “Galway and our-
selves have probably been the two best
teams in camogie over the last year or so,
along with the Iiﬁses of IIi.'IlJipf' sg:_re know

ust how to isis going 1o
. “They areuflreall? good side and we had

a battle with them in the All-Treland final
last year and I'm expecting another close
game on Sunday. But we have confidence
in our own players and they know a much
better performance will .he-peedgd“:r we
are go have any chance of winning,” con-
cluded Manley. _

in impressive form cor Cork in the league so



Amy Sheppard, of Cork, pulls away from Clare’s Grainne McMahon
during the Munster U23 camogie semi-final.
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Cork survive late scare
against Clare to reach
Munster U23 final

Cork 2-11
Clare 2-9

Cork overcame Clare in a
close Munster U23 semi-final
at Castle Road after a battle to
the finish.

Clare did have a chance to
grab a winner, but a late free
went wide, much to the relief
of Cork, who now go forward
to meet Tipperary.

Cork, playing against the
wind in the opening half, led
by four points at the interval,
1-8 to 0-7, a Clandia Keane goal
after just three minutes giving
Cork a vital edge.

Zi Yan Spillane had opened
the scoring with a free, but
after the goal and a Niamh
McNabola score, Cork were
up 1-1 to 0-1. Clare responded
well and hit four points with-
out reply, through Spillane,
Jennifer Daly, Caoimhe Cahill
and Grace Carmody.

Cork upped the pace, and
with Millie Condon working
hard around the middle they
hit five points in a row. Amy
Sheppard converted two frees
and scored from play, with
MeNabola and Nicole Olden
also on target.

Clare were finding it diffi-
cult to break down the Cork
defence and went 15 minutes
without a score, before an Ais-
ling Cooney free and another
Spillane score.

Again Cork responded,
through Keane and Emily
O’Donoghue, to go in four
points ahead.

Ellen Casey narrowed the
gap for Clare, but Amy Shep-
pard and Avril Cashman re-
sponded. Spillane had one
back for Clare, before Aisling
Cooney dispatched a penalty

ﬂllia Condon, of Cork;, gathers the sliotar ahead of Clare’s Jennifer
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to the net to give them a one-
point lead.

That was short-lived,
thanks to an Eimear Duignan
point, followed by an Amy
Sheppard goal.

As the sides battled for con-
trol, both defences had to
stand firm.

Aisling Cooney pointed a
Clare free with three minutes
remaining to put two between
the sides and she had one last
chance to grab a winner as
Clare were awarded a 20-
metre free,

Her goal attempt went wide
as Cork held on to progress to
the Munster final.

Scorers for Cork: A Sheppard 1-4 (0-3
f). C Keane 1-1, N McNabola 0-2, N
Olden, E O'Donoghue, A Cashman E
Duignan 0-1 sach.

Clare: Z¥ Spillane 04 (0-3 1), A Coonay
1-2 (0-2 1), E Casey 1-0 pen, C Cahill, S
Carmody J Daly 0-1 gach.

CORK: C Bucklay (Inniscarra); A O’ Rior-
dan (Ballinora), L Dunlea (Sarsfields), G
Kingston (Newcestown); M Ring {Agha-
bullogue), D O'Brien (Enniskeane), A
Cashman (Youghal); M Condon {Ballin-
ascarthy), E Sheehan (Eire Og); N
MeNabola (Cloughduy), E Q'Denoghus
[Bishopstawn), N Olden (St Finbarr's); A
Shappard [Cloughduv), C Keane (In-
niscarra), R Murphy (Ballinora).

Subs: N O'Regan (St Cathering’s) for N
Olden (36}, 5 Hurley (Sarsfields) for A
O'Rinrdan (45), E Wiggington Barrett (St
Finbarr's) for N McNabola (48), A
Mccnnrg (Clonakilty) for E O Donoghue
(504, C O'Donoghue (Bishopstown) for
G Keanw (52).

CLARE: M Burke: D Griffin, C Queally; G
MeMahon, HM Naylon, A Walsh: A An-
derson, J Daly; G Carmody, M Hania-
han, A Cocney, C Cahill; A McMahon, E
Casay, ZY Spillana.

Subs: D Beston for J Daly (26 inj), A
Marren for A McMahon{{47}.

Referee: John Doolay (Tipperary).

Picture: Howard Crowdy

In the second battle of Cork v Galway
over the weekend it's the turn of the
camogie sides on Sunday.

They clash in the Very Division 1A
National League final at FBD Semple Sta-
dium, Thurles, throw-in 2.15pm.

The Rebels will be hoping this makes it
two from two over the Tribeswomen, with
the ladies footballers clashing in their re-
spective league final at Croke Park tomor-
row.

If you judged the camogie decider on
the last meeting of Cork and Galway in the
round robin stage of the league then the
Rebels needn't bother showing up.

Both the players and management were
first to admit afterwards they were second
best on the day, as Galway outplayed and
outworked them. .

However Galway manager Cathal Mur-
ray and his team will be well aware that it
was a nothing game for Cork. They had al-
ready qualified for the league final and on
the opposite side Galway had to win to en-
sure their place in the decider.

That game gave Cork manager Ger
Manley and his selectors the chance to get
game time into some players as well as
giving some of the newer members of the
squad an opportunity to see the levels you
nﬁgd to be at when it comes to champion-
ship.

Cork’s Sorcha McCartan is chased by Dublin’s Enma 0’'Byrne during
recovered from an injury and is available for selection on Sunday.

Ashling Thompson will be to start on Sun . !
the rosod roka dmmw  on Sunday having missed
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Camogie side
face a battle

CAMOGIE

Galway are a tough, physical side and
they blend that with plenty of skill as well.

As they had to win Galway went with a
near full strength side and you can expect
few changes from their starting 15 that
took to the field in their 0-19 to 0-13 win at
SuperValu Pdirc Ui Chaoimh two weeks
ago. Niamh Mallon is likely to come back
in and Aoife Donohue, who started in-
stead of her, is also likely to retain her
starting spot.

Cork were missing a number of players
for that clash, with Hannah Looney and
Aoife Healy playing with the footballers
the following day in Donegal and they are
likely to feature on Sunday,

Others too that are available for selec-
tion again include Pamela Mackey, Ash-
ling Thompson, Sorcha McCartan and Or-
laith Cahalane, to name few.

Any of those players, not to mind all
four, would strengthen any side and they
will be bursting to have another battle
with Galway, especially after that loss.

their Very National Division 1A tie at St Peregrine’s, Blakestown. McCartan has

Clodagh Finn has been in hpﬁsﬁe mftorthﬁemﬂ
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Amy O'Connor also played her first full
game of the season and that will stand to
her on Sunday.

Nobody will be writing too much into
Cork's loss and it will only serve as a moti-
vator for the team ahead of Sunday.

This set of players hold themselves to
the highest standards and won't accept
another performance like the clash
against Galway. ; j

To be fair to Cork it probably was a dif-
ficult game to get themselves up for and,
no doubt, they didn't want to show their
full hand ahead of the final. .

Manley will have used that loss to moti-
vate them in training for the last few
weeks, but he would also admit they are
more than capable of motivating them-
selves. . il

“They were far better than us the last
day, but that will count for nothing on
Sunday,” said Manley, “Galway and our-
selves have probably been the two best
teams in camogie over the last year or so,
along with the likes of Tipp, so we know
just how tough this is going to be.

“They area good side and we had

a battle with them in the All-Ireland final
last year and I'm expecting another close
game on Sunday. But we have confidence
in our own players and they know a much
better performance will be needed if we
are go have any chance of winning,” con-
cluded Manley.

=



The Cork minor camogie who were the Rebel Og monthly award
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winners for February, sponsored by Clayton Hotel Silversprings, Cum-
mins Sports (trophy sponsor) with The Echo and Red FM media

Cork looking
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togoone

better than earlier draw

with Tipp and reach final

® Mary Newman

TODAY

Electric Ireland All-Ireland

Minor Camogie Champlonship

semi-final: Cork v Tipperary,
Castle Road 2pm

These sides met in the group
stages in the opening round
where it finished honours
even, but today it's winner
takes it all with a place in the
final up for grabs.

It took a Shona Cronin
pointed 45, four minutes into
injury-time to give Cork a
draw when the sides met in
round one. Since then both
sides settled well into their
group games with Cork going
on to top the group with win
over Kilkenny and Dublin.

Tipperary were group
runners-up, and having
beaten Dublin and drawing
their clash with Kilkenny to
finish runners-up and they
progressed to the quarter-
final where they just edged
out Wexford last weekend in a
tough 1-14 to 1-13 battle.

Tipperary were the domi-

nant force in that opening
round game and raced into a
two-goal lead before Cork
found their feet.
Working hard though, Cork
heads never dropped and they
ensured that they were there
to the finish, something man-
ager Mossie O'Sullivan re-
flected earlier this week.

“When we met earlier in the
season it was our first game in
the championship and there
was an element of nervous-
ness which is understand-
able,” he said.

“Qince then we have en-
joyed a good campaign and we
are learning all the time.

“We know Tipperary, they
are a good side and, like our-
selves, they will be deter-
mined to make it to the final.

“In our previous meeting
they got a dream start with
two Caoimhe Stakelum goals
inside three minutes of the
throw in, but we settled and
got right back into the game
and while we were the side to
grab the egualiser, we did
jhave several chances we
didn’t take and this is some-
‘thing we have been working

on and hopefully it will go our

way.
a'?In a semi-final yvou are

1a a very good team and
Fhe???ika us, are there on

Cork’s Tara Goulding and Dublin’s
Eile Caffrey chase the ball during
their Minor Championship
match. Picture: David Creedon

merit, but hopefully we will
drive on and reach the final.”
Ciara Stakelum is the Tip-
perary go-to player. Twice in
this campaign she has rescued
them from the jaws of defeat.
In their guarter-final last
weekend she pointed in the
fourth minute of added time to
grab a winner to deny Wex-
ford after titanic struggle.
Against Kilkenny she hit
the equaliser from way back
in her own defence and she is
one Cork will need to keep a
sharp eye on. )
Tipperary are defending
champions and they have
other fine performers in
Maeve Cunneen, Lucy
('Brien, and goalkeeper Dan-
ielle Butler, who was superb
when the sides last met, bring-
ing off three brilliant saves as
Cork searched for a goal.
Cork are provincial cham-
pions having defeated Limer-
ick in a thrilling final in Feb-
ruary and they have excellent
players in captain Rachel
Murphy, Ali Mulkerrins, Tara
Goulding, Shona Cronin,
Clara Murphy, and Ava
McAuliffe and all have played
huge roles as Cork progressed
and with one more push
needed to get to the final they
will not be found wanting.

Féile na nGael
Today is a busy day through-
out the county with 68 teams
participating in the county
Féile which is taking place in
all over Cork we extend best
wishes to all taking part.

Cork-Galway rivalry has
defined and lifted camogie

Corlk-Galway is camogie's
outstanding rivalry. Has
been for the bones of seven
seasons now. In more recent
times, it has become camo-
gie's only rivalry.

“ It would be logical to think
that camogie is suffering
from the lack of a crowded
field. Just two contenders
for the main trophies deesn’t
scream a healthy state of af-
fairs. But that's where you'd
‘be wrong,

In the process of lifting
their own standards in an at-
tempt to outdo one another,
Cork and Galway have lifted
the game in tandem. The
race to last Angust's summit
was arguably camogie’s fi-
nest hour, Or certainly the
finest hour since the 2021
race between the same pair.

It is the fault of neither
that no one else has or can
keep pace,

Such has been the player
churn in the Kilkenny dress-
ing-room, their rebuild
could take longer than the
National Children’s Hospi-
tal. Tipperary are six years
stuck at the All-Ireland
semi-final stage. Their
window has opened and
closed. Waterford interrupt-
ed the established order by
reaching the 2023 final. A
one-off interruption, it has
since proved.

And so to the surprise of
nobody, we have arrived ata
Division 1A League decider
involving — ves, you
guessed it — Cork and Gal-
way. The second successive
national final between the
market leaders. The third
national final of the last five
where red and maroon are
mixing. The third league
final in four years where
these two are last standing.

Very Camogie National League
Division LA final

Cork v Galway

Sunday: FBD Semple Stadium, 215pm
Referee: Gavin Donegan @

TV:RTE 2
Eoghan Cormican i

Rather than lament the
predictability of it all, camo-
gie has a lot to thank them
for.

For a few months last
summer, one wondered had
camogie become a one-horse
race. Unfouched and un-
troubled, Cork strolled up
the road to the concluding
Sunday of fare boasting an
average winning margin of
19 points. One of those six
hammerings wasa2-16to 1-7
group-stage dismissal of
their supposed rivals.

Galway regrouped in the
weeks following and pres-
ented Cork with their one
contest of the 2024 cham-
pionship. It was a contest
where Cork had to defend
for all their worth in the
sixth and final minute of sec-
ond-half stoppages to pro-
tect a one-score, 1-16 to 0-16,
lead.

It had been a similar story
last spring. Cork arrived
into 2024 off the back of the
biggest All-Ireland final-
winning margin in 64 years.
Their bid to follow that state-
ment with league silverware
was denied by Galway.

Take this current spring.
Cork qualified for the league

Carbery'srolein Cork's U23

final with a round to spare.
Galway went down to Paire
Ui Chaoimh for that final
round and departed with a
convineing six-point vie-
tory. The latest reminder
from the westerners that
where Cork go, we will too.
In this era of re-estab-

lished Cork dominance, Gal-

way are the sole outfit ca-
pable of keeping them in
check. “You always geta
great game off Galway. This
is my fourth year involved
and there is nothing be-
tween the teams,” said Cork
boss Ger Manley.

“Last vear's All-Ireland
final was outstanding, and
thankfully we came out on
the right side of it. We had a
brilliant game with them the
yvear before in the semi-final.
They had it over us in the
championship before that.
The last few years, they've
been well on top of us in the
league.

“Cathal [Murray] has
been around a long time,
longer than anyone on the
camogie scene. They've ex-
ceptional players through-
out their team, but so do we.
Thereis fierce talent on both
sides. The players are look-
ing forward to Sunday. We
know we are playing one of
the best around.”

The rivalry goes back to
the 2019 All-Ireland semi-
final, Cork will later this
summer attempt a first All-
Ireland three-in-a-row since
1972. The Cork-Galway ri-
valry was reignited when
the latter stopped the form-
er's three-in-a-row bid of six
years ago. It was the first
time since 2010 that the
Tribeswomen had edged a
knockout championship tie
between the pair. It was the

game that ended Galway's
long-running inferiority
complex against camogie’s
typically-ruling force.

Laura Treacy, Laura
Hayes, Libby Coppinger,
Hannah Looney, Amy
O’ Connor, and the Mackey
twins arve the Cork survivors
from that 0-14 to 1-10 semi-
final. Still going for Galway
are Sarah Healy, Shauna
Healy, Emma Helebert,
Agife Donohue, Ailish O'Re-
illy, and Carrie Dolan,

The Tribeswomen won the
next seven meetings be-
tween the counties, Cork
wrestled back the balance of
power in the 2023 semi-final.
The back and forth will con-
tinue at Thurles tomorrow.

“Our bench press was
good at the end of last year's
All-Ireland final, and I think
this vear we might be after
strengthening it,” Manley
said. “There is a bit more
competition for places. We
have to kick on. If you stand
still in camogie, you can't,
because the last couple of
vears, the quality has got
better, the hurling is im-
proving, the fitness levels
are up. We have to improve.

“Galway took it to a level
before us, we matched them
and then went ahead of
them, Ourselvesand Galway
are probably top of the tree
at the moment, but vou are
there to be hit at and we
know thereisatarget cnour
backs. You have to try and
embrace that and try to im-
prove. We haven't won the
league since 2013, so thatisa
bit of a driver for us.

“It would be nice to win,
especially when you are
playing one of your greatest
rivals in Galway, so we want
to put one over on them.”

and Ul6A camogie victories

BY GER McCARTHY

CARBERY éamugie players en-

joved prominent roles in Cork's

Munster U23 and All-Ireland
U16A semi-final victories at Cas-
tle Road last weekend.

A newly-created U23 in-
ter-county grade meant Cork
knew they would not be able
to defend their 2024 All-Ire-
land intermediate title claimed
last August. Following a ruling
passed at Congress, in 2025
counties with second teams:
could ne longer take partin the
All-Ireland camogie interme-

diate or junior championships.
Whilst hugely disappointing
from a Cork perspective, the
creation of an U23 inter-county
arade presented players on the
periphery of Corlemanager Ger
Manley's senior panel with an
opportunity to put their hands
up for future selection, In fact,
this year's U23 side is being

overseen by Ger Manley.

Against that backdrop, Car-

bery camogie’s representatives

had a vested interest in Sun-
day’s Munster U23 semi-final
against Clare. Claire Kingston
(Newcestown) started in the

full-back line, Daire O’Brien
(Enniskeane) was named at full-
back and captained the team.
Dual player Millie Condon
(Ballinascarthy) was handed
one of the two starting mid-
field roles. Amy MeCarthy (Clo-
nakilty) was introduced as a
50th-minute substitute,

The Rebels built a 1-9 to 0-7
interval lead, Claudia Keane
scoring an early goal. Clare
fought back in the second half,
but an Amy Sheppard goal saw
Cork retake control as the Re-
bels won 2-11 to 2-9, and pro-
gress to a Munster U22 final

against Tipperary. Sheppard
top scored for Cork with 1-4
on an afternoon Claudia Keane
accrued 1-1. Niamh McNabola,
Nicole Olden, Emily 0'Dono-
ghue, Avril Cashman and Eime-
ar Duignan also contributed to
the score-sheet.

Meanwhile, Cork are through
toan All-lreland Camogie U16A
semi-final thanks to a compre-
hensive 5-15 to 1-7 win over
Limerick. Carbery's Leah Me-
Carthy (Kilbree), Cliona Harte
(Barryroe) and Amber Bishop
(Ballinascarthy) were part of
the Cork squad.



‘1 call myself

former Cork football

manager and then

sports administrator at
MTU Cork, who first recog-
nised that Sacirse McCarthy
was often not herselfin the
latter months of the year.

*He said, 'If I was to take
note of the times you've
come in to me and you
weren't vourself, it was al-
ways in November or De-
cember,” says MeCarthy, a
three-time All-Ireland Ca-
mogie Championship
winner with Cork.

“I think seasonal depress-
ion is really, really promi-
nent in the GAA. You have
vour whole life in the
summer time where you're
training with your friends
four to five days a week.
You're eating healthy or ex-
ercising. The sun is shining,
the days are long and every-
thing is good.

“And then at the end of the
year, you're not with your
friends, you're probably
drinking more, you're not
minding yourself, The days
are shorter and it all hits
yvou. It's a massive contrast.

“At the time, I was oblivi-
ous to the pattern. I didn't
know that it was a pattern—
I just thought that I was
struggling. As soon as you
recognise it and find ways to

I T was Keith Ricken, the

SUPER MAMMY: Shaua

sHealyplays todayjustil
months attergiving birth

PJ
Browne

deal with it, that’s the big-
gest thing."”

MeCarthy was around 19
or 20 when that pattern,
which was going on for
“years”, was identified. She
sought help.

“One of the biggest things
that I keep an eye out for isif
I stop eating,” she says.

“T lose my appetite when
I'm upset, If I stop eating for
a period of time, I could be a
little hit iffy.

“I call myself ont and then
I'll tell someone straight
away, one of the girls, I'll be
like, ‘Look, T haven't eatenin
a few days properly’. And
then because I've voiced it,
because I've made it real,
can address the problem.

“Talking about it is the
biggest thing. I had so many
supports, but it's about ac-
tually using them, which
could be a really, really hard
thing to do.”

MecCarthy has not only
learned the importance of
speaking up, she's also
teaching otherstodoso. Asa

out and then I'll
tell someone
straight away’

facilitator for Movember's
Ahead of the Game pro-
gramme, she visits GAA
clubs to educate young
players, parents and
coaches about why their
mental fitness should be
maintained like their physi-
cal fitness. There are
pointers on the warning
signs to recognise in them-
selves and others, and what

to do if they do spot red flags.

“Always in the back of my
mind, I wondered if I wasn't
that good at camogie, would
I have had the same level of
support?” she says.

"Getting the opportunity
to go and talk to young
peoplein clubs whomighin't
have all of the resources that
1 did, T jumped at the oppor-
tunity. The biggest thing
that they say is, ‘1 wish I had
thisat my age. If I had this at
14, 15,1 could have navigated
things better’. ;

“That's why they have
inter-county players giving
the workshops to the kids.
Hopefully, they’'ll maybe

pay us a little bit more atten-

tion."”

In recent weeks,
MeCarthy put into action
what she's been teaching
others, using their Smart
ALEC technique.

It’s about asking, listen-
ing, encouraging action, and

Saoirse McCarthy: ‘One of the biggest things that | keep an eye out for is if | stop eating. | lose my appetite
when I'm upset. If | stop eating for a period of time, | could be a little bit iffy."

then checking in.

“One of my best friends,
she actually plays for Cork
as well, I was disappointed
in myself at how long it took
me to recognise the signs
even for someone who's
talking about it all the time,”
says McCarthy.

“I think that just shows
everyone's so different. You
can look at all the signs in
the world but the biggest
thing I say is when they're
not themselves. I knew that
something was up and I ac-
tually sat down and had a
look and I recognised that it
was affecting many areas of
her life,

“I felt like I was doing
something good and doing
something right. Thankfully
she’s OK and she has taken
the action that was sug-

gested and she's doing better
now." : :

Cork play Galway in the
Division 1A final on Sunday,
aiming to win the county’s
first league title since 2013.
That barren league spell for
Cork — a period in which
they’ve won six All-Irelands
— has been spoken about
within the camp.

This vear, they returned
to training a little earlier
this usual. “1 think we recog-
nised that fitness may have
been an issue last year a
little bit and we wanted to
put more work into that,”
says McCarthy.

It's a big vear with the
chance to win a third con-
secutive All-Ireland, what
would be the county’s first
time achieving the feat since
the T0s.

MeCarthy has become a
key player in that group.
Sinee winning her first sen-
ior All-Ireland in 2018 —a
time at which she wasa
corner-forward — she has
constantly evolved as a
player. There was time at
wing-back, midfield and
now half-forward.

“Ttry tojust control what I
can control and ask ques-
tions,” says the three-time
All-Star about her evolution
as a player “talk to people
who have played in that
position and learn and keep
learning because nobody
knows everything.

“There's always going to
be someone more experi-
enced. I know Katrina
Mackey has always played
at wing-forward and I defi-
nitely sat down with her

when I was moving into that
role and just said, ‘What do
vou think I need to be doing
to play to my best?
~“Jt's just about asking,
even asking management,
‘What do you want from

me?" and making sure that

there's clear communi-
cation.”

It's similar to what she's
learned in her own mental
health journey.

“Using the supports that
are there and not being
afraid to ask for help if you
needit,” she says, “that'sa
massive strength, just being
able to show your weak-
ness.”

B Saoirse McCarthy was spaak-
ing to the Irish Examiner as the
GAA/GPA and Movember urge
players across the country to
Break the Silence on mental
health as part of the Movember
Ahead am: z
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E Cork plavers
were chasing double

| league glory at the

- weekend.

Libby Coppinger, Hannah
Looney, and Aoife Healy lost
the Division 2 ladies football
final on Saturday against Gal-
way in Croke Park. Less than
24 hours later, all three were
magnificent in ending Cork's
12-year wait for a Division 1A
camogie league title in FBD
Semple Stadium.

Cork manager Ger Manley
lauded their efforts; “There
are some brilliant players
there, The example is the
three girls that played the
football league final in Croke
Park vesterday and how good
they were. :

“Libhy is like a new player
back to us from last year [after
an ACL injuryl].

“I thought today was one of
the best performances since
I've been involved as man-
ager. You can see the :
composure and the concen-
tration, everything is right.”

Cork were forced into two
changes, with 2024 Player of
the Year Laura Hayes ruled
ont with a calf injury. She was
replaced by the experienced
Amy OQ'Connoer, while Emma
Murphy came in for Katrina
Mackey, who got injured in
the warm-up.

The alterations didn’t im-
pact them,

For Ashling Thompson and
twins Katrina and Pamela
Mackey, it is a second league
medal, as they are veterans of
the 2013 victory over Wexford.

Midfielder Thompson, at 35
years of age, was player of the
match, scoring three fabulous
points, while Amy O'Connor
and Saoirse McCarthy shared
eight between them.

Despite being a last-minute
replacement, Murphy looked
very much at home.

Her two early points, one
from Thompson, and an
O'Connor free settled them.

BOUNCING BACK: Corl’s Orlaith Cahalane is challenged by Galway's Rachael Hanniffy during the Very National Camogie League Division 1A final at

FBD Semple Stadium yesterday.

Carrie Dolan, who bagged
six points, brought wasteful
Galway back to within two in
the 20th minute but Cork, who
ended with eight different
scorers, seized control with
points from Thompson, Sor-
cha MeCartan, and Clodagh

Defensively, the Rebels
}W'E']lt about their job with little

uss.

Dolan was the only Galway
scorer in the first half and all
from frees, as her side trailed
0-4 to 0-9 at the break.

“We weren't at the races at
all,” reflected Galway man-
ager Cathal Murray after the
defeat. .

“Cork were miles the better

* team and no excuses, to be

honest with you.

“It's not too many times we
don’t turn up as a team but we
just didn’t turn up today un-
fortunately. A lot of things
went wrong everywhere, all
over the field, so we'll just
have to go back to the drawing
board.

“We'rea lot better than that,

we know that, but we'll just
have to give them a break
now, 10 days off, and prepare
now for the 24th of May, the
first round of the champion-
ship.”
Further daylight appeared
in the second half when Cork
had more than doubled their
advantage by the three-
quarter stage, 0-13 to 0-8,

They outscored Galway

eight to four in the fourth
quarter, with contributions
also coming from the bench.

“We were very disappointed
with the way we performed
against Galway two weeks
ago,” victorious captain
Meabh Cahalane revealed.
“When we play Galway, we
pride ourselves on perform-
ance, We had a good look at
burselves and training went
through the roof.

“I think that showed today
because it was a really physi-
cal game and the reflet a lot
go. When the game is let go, we
get the best out of each other.”

Scorers for Cork: A Q'Connor (02
frees) and S McCarthy (0-1 free) (0-4
each), S McCartan, E Murphy and A
Thempson (0-3 aach), G Finn {0-2), H

«= Cork's dual gems too
much for Galway

Picture: Tom Beary/Sportsfile

Looney and M Conden (0-1 each).
Scorers for Galway: C Dolan (0-6, 0-5
freas), Sarah Healy (freg), C Hickey, N
Niland and S Rabbilte' (0-1 each].
CORK: A Les; P Mackay, L Coppinger,
M Murphy; M Gahalane {Capt), L Treacy,
A Healy; A Thompson, H Looney; A
O'Connor, S McCarthy, S McCartan; C
Finn, E Murphy, O Cahalana.

Subs: G Healy for G Finn (45), A Fitzger-
ald for H Loonay [51), K Wall for E
Murphy (58], R Harty for A Healy (57), M
Condon for A O'Connar (60), O Mullins
far O Cahalane (63).

GALWAY: Sarah Healy; Shauna Healy, D
Higgins, R Hanniffy; E Helebert, O Rab-
bitte, C Hickey: AM Starr, M Dillon; A
Keang, C Dolan (Capt), N Mallon; A Do-
nohue, A O'Reilly, G Kally.

Subs: A Hasnan for AM Stam, R Black for
E Helabart, S Rabbitte for C Kally (all 28),
A Kelly for A O'Reilly, N Niland for M Mal-
lon (both 48), § Gardiner for A Donghua
{52}, A Lynskey for M Dillon {57).
Referee: Gavin Donegan (Dublin).

Thompson: Very privileged to wear Cork jersey

v
b4

sasirse McCarthy enjoying Cork’s
victory. Picture: Tom Beary

Reaction

Therese O’Callaghan

At 35 years of age, midfielder
Ashling Thompson was
named Player of the Match in
Cork’s Division 1A national
camogie league victory over
Galway. Along with the
Wackey twins, Pamela and
Katrina, she provided the link
to the last time the county won
the title in 2013,

Scorer of three points from
play, she had to battle back
from an ACL injury suffered
in the autumn of 2022 but re-
turned in time for the latter
stages of the following year's
championship, helping Cork
to hack-to-back All-Irelands.

“If you are going to commit
to the panel, it is all about put-
ting your body on the line,”
said the Milford juggernaut.

“If [ was going to sign up for
it this year, I have to work
hard and do everything I can
do off the pitch and then domy
talking on the field.

“The key is being smart.
When my body isn't right or
don't feel right and I need a
break, I'll do that. I'll priori-
tize my recovery and my nu-
trition when I'm not training.
It is listening to your body.

“I probably learned that
from the ACL injury and I al-
ways go back toit. I mind my-
self physically so I'm very
grateful.

“But the league is a closed

chapter now. We have the
Munster championship [v
Clare] next weekend and that
is what we must focus on.
We're in a positive place but
we need to move forward and
keep itonaroll.

“Even after today, we still
have to learn from our mis-
takes. We did get the win but
we know we are going to meet
a different Galway the next
day.
“People sometimes think
there are only one or two
teams, but for us on the pitch,
it is a lot closer to what people
see on the screens.

“There i3 only a small gap
between us all and if you are
off your game vou're going
to get caught.

“Everybody on the team
sets the tone for the new girls
coming in on the panel, it is ex-
tremely important for usto ~
show them what it means to
wear the Cork jersey and that
we are very privileged to be in
the position we are in."”

Victory in FBD Semple Sta-
dium brought back many
happy memories.

“When we won the league in
2013, it was Thurles as well,
which is mad,” said Thomp-
son. “This year the league
final venue was changed from
Croke Park, itis usually on
there, Soto come back to
Thurles again, I was thinking
of it beforehand, it would be
nice to come back here and do
it again.”

Teehans
thrive as
Offaly'swork
pays off

Daragh O Conchuir
FBD Semple Stadium

David Sullivan was pleased
his side earned silverware and
fuelled the rebuild of camogie
in Offaly, after they overcame
a spirited Derry by 4-13 to 0-10
to take the Division 2A title.

This was a targeted step up
the ladder.

““There’s a lot of work gone
into this since last Novem-
ber,” said Sullivan. “We've
really gone after this competi-
tion. We really wanted it.
There's no point in saying
anvthing different and it's
great the work has come to
fruition today.

“Sometimes you have to go
down to get back up. They had
a chance to go down and prob-
ably stayed senior a year too
long in my opinion, and got
some bad beatings which
didn't do them any good, but
this group have been great,

“This is a very young team
with lots of players under the
age of 20, and they will take a
lot from this. And then we
have a few experienced
plavers to help guide them.”

The Teehan cousins, Mai-
réad and Grace, are among
that select latter cohort, and
they scored 2-4 apiece. Mai-
réad’s contribution was all
from play, with the brace of
goals coming in the first half
after Laura Coyle had denied
her and Faye Mulrooney.

Then, after Derry hit five
points on the trot early in the
second half from Rachel
McAllister, Aimee Lennon,
Lauren McKenna, and Orlaith
Hull (two frees), it was Grace
that stopped any potential
fightback in its tracks with a
43rd-minute goal and she fol-
lowed up with another 11 min-
utes later to make the victory
certain.

“We will look to the Leinster
Championship now and then
the All-Ireland, but it's nice to
be going into them with a
league medal, and to be pro-
moted to 1B for next year. It's
brilliant and fantastic for Of-
faly in general,” said Sullivan.

Derry boss Eamon Melaugh
felt it was part of a learning
curve for his own young squad
of players, with nerves a fac-
tor in how they started the
game.

He has had to plan without
talented and experienced per-
formers such as Aine Barton
and Brid Rogers for this sea-
son, while the likes of Aoife Ni
Chaiside are rehabbing in-
juries.

Lauren McKenna was mak-
ing her first start in nearly 12
months after her own injury
issues,

_The game's first scorer,
Eabha McElhinney, is still in
school and days like yester-
day, while disappointing,
should teach them plenty.

“The goals killed us in the
first half,” said Melaugh.

“Offaly got the goals at the
right time in the second half.
We were coming back at them
but they got the killer goal. We
had them back to five points,
everything was going well, but
that killer goal was a real
sucker punch."
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Rachel Murphy, Cork, evades Emma Kennedy, Tipperary, in the Electri
ireland minor A semi-final at Castle Road. Picture; Dan Linehan

Cork minors defeat

holders Tipperary to
reach All-lreland final

Cork 2-13 CAMOGIE
Tipperary 1-10
A better-balanced Cork over- u Mary Newman

hand.

Rachel Murphy hit two
points in response to another
Stakelum free and with the
Cork defence strong, Tipper-
ary were unable to make any
headway.

Isobel O'Donnell and Ava
McAuliffe swapped points as
Cork remained three points
ahead, before a superb Jess
Murphy goal, when she evad-
ed the Tipperary defence to hit
the net as the game entered in-
jury time.

Now two goals clear, Cork

were not going to be denied.
Ciara Kelleher and Maeve
Cunneen exchanged later
points, before the full-time
whistle, as Cork advance to a
final meeting with Kilkenny,
who defeated Limerick 4-14 to
0-8.
Scorers for Cork: R Murphy 0-5, T
Goulding. J Murphy 1-0 each, A McAuU-
litfe 0-2, S Cronin 0-2 (0-1 1, 0-1 45),
Clara Murphy, Catherine Murphy, C Kel-
leher, M O'Brian 0-1 each.

Tipperary: G Stakelum 1-8 {1-5 1, 0-2
45), | O'Donnell, M Cunneen 0-1 each.

CORK: A Kearnoy (Blackrogk): A

came holders Tipperary to ad-
vance to the Electric Ireland
All-Ireland minor camogie
final at Castle Road.

Led superbly by captain Ra-
chel Murphy, who hit 0-5 from
play, Cork were by far the
stronger side, with nine
players on the scoresheet, as
opposed to three for Tipp.

Tipperary were over-reliant
on Ciara Stakelum for scores

;and Cork had their homework
done as they kept the Tipper-
ary sharp-shooter to just a
point from play.

All over the pitch Cork,
were on top. Their defence
closed down the attack, mov-
ing the ball smartly out of the
,danger zone to their inside
line, where their forward and
midfielders held the upper
hand.

Stakelum converted an
early free, cancelled out by
Maebh O'Brien, before a
Stakelum free ended up in the
net.

Cork's response was im-
pressive as they reeled off five

dium.

points in a row, through Clara  yegnin & U Ahern (dol :
Murphy, Catherine Murphy nlrlgl:aa.miE:ig'?gﬂtml: Mﬂﬁnnﬁfi%. Cork 0-21
and Rachel Murphy (2) from  linhassigl. C Ryan, (Newtownshan- Galway 0-10

drum), A Cussen (Ballinhassig); 4
Murphy (Blackrock), Catherine Murphy
(Kinsale): R Murphy (Ballinora), A McAu-
liffer (Castlemartyr), Clara Murphy (Elre
Qg); § Cronin, (Valley Rovers), T Gould-
ing (Ballincollig) M Q'Brien (Ennis-
keanea).

Subs: A Mulkaming (St Catherine’s) for 5
Cronin (40). C Kelleher (Cloughduv) for
T Goulding (49), K O'Sullivan (Midieton)
for M O'Bron (G1).

TIPPERARY: D Butlar; L Maher, S
Mcloughlin, L Coppinger; E Kennedy, |
O'Donnell, E Ralph; R C'Meara, C
Grimas: G Stakelum, L O'Brien, E
McGrath; D Ryan, C Cahill, M Cunneen.

Subs: | Carr for E McGrath (47), L Hefler-
nan for L O'Brien (50), K Dowling for ©
Grimes (60),

Referee: Fintan McNamara (Clara).

play, before Shona Cronin
converted a 45 and a free.

Stakelum kept Tipperary in
touch as she traded points
with Murphy.

Just before the break,
though, Cork grabbed a goal
through a Tara Goulding flick.
Tipp rallied and Stakelum
landed three without reply, so
just two points separated the
sides at the break, 1-8 to 1-6.

Tipperary narrowed the gap
with a 45 on the resumption,
but with the influential Ava
McAuliffe splitting the posts,
Cork maintained the upper

Cork were crowned Very National
Camogie League Division 1A cham-
pions at FBD Semple Stadium yester-
day.

Cork’s last league win was in 2013 and
their latest victory was built on an im-
pressive display. The work rate of all
players was key, with the forwards mak-
ing it difficult for Galway to move the ball
out of defence.

When they did, the likes of Pamela
Mackey, Libby Coppinger, and Meabh
Murphy, in defence, were in no mood to
let them score.

Hannah Looney and Ashling Thomp-
son were outstanding in midfield and on
this display the Rebels are going to take
some stopping this season.

Laura Hayes didn't start for Cork, due
to a leg injury, and it meant a reshuffle in
the line-up. Katrina Mackey also didn’t
start as Amy O’'Connor and Emma
Murphy came in. Looney dropped to mid-
field and Aoife Healy moved from there to
the half-back line, .

That didn’t interrupt their game as they
were the better side from start to finish
and eurrently hold all three titles —
league, Munster, and All-Treland.

Clodagh Finn opened the scoring for
Cork in the third minute, with Carrie
Dolan putting Galway back on level terms
firom a free.

o : - ICorII;‘;vere denif:_d a %:m éimve mit;ItI?es in
Millie lﬂmtlifd,‘cm,h when Looney took on the way detence
) ckling Elana McGrath, Tipperary. and found Finn with her pass, but Sarah

Picture: Dan Linehan | roq)y was quickly off her line to deny her.

NO WAY THROUGH: Galway's Shauna Healy is tackled by Cork’s Am

to claim
league titl

CAMOGIE

Rory
Noonan

Finn was involved again, this time set-
ting up Emma Murphy to peint and from
the restart, Thompson increased Cork's
lead to 0-3 to 0-1. Despite playing against
the wind Cork were making more of their
scoring chances, with Murphy on target
again to put them three to the good after
10 minutes. -

0’'Connor pointed from a free to in-
crease the Rebels lead as they were play-
ing the better camogie at this stage, with
Galway guilty of hitting a number of
wides from scoreable positions.

Galway's second point came from an-

other free, with Dolan on targetagain. She
made it 0-5to 0-3 with her third free before

Niamh Mallon hit the upright and the ball
was cleared. ;

Thompson replied at the other end after
shrugging off a challenge from the Gal-
way defence.

Cork had Amy Lee to thank when a mis-
take by the Cork defence let Aflish O'Re-
illy in, but the keeper burst off her line to
block her effort on goal. ;

Sorcha McCartan inereased Cork's lead
as they finished the half strongly, with
O'Connor adding their eighth point, to
make it 0-8 to 0-3 after 28 minutes.

Finn got her second of the half before
Dolan was on target from another free as
the Rebels led by 0-9 to 0-4 at half-time,

y 0'Connor during the senior camogie

-, %

National League final in FBD Semple Stat:

Picture: Tom Beary/Sportsfile

rk's Clodagh Finn scores a pointat FBD Semple
Stadium. Picture: Tom Beary/Sportsfile

with all of Galway’s scores coming from

S,

A magnificent catch by Saoirse
McCarthy from a Lee puck-out saw her
score the opening point of the second half,
before Dolan, with her fifth, got Galway’s
first point from play. o

Cork’s determination was highlighted
by O'Connor and McCartan early in the
second half when they didn’t let Galway
move the ball out from their endline,
which led to the latter pointing.

McCarthy got her second from a free,
with 0'Connor also scoring to make it0-13
to 0-5 in Cork's favour after 44 minutes.

Sarah Healy became Galway's second
scorer of the game when she pointed a
long-distance free, with Thompson and
Looney replying at the other end.

Galway got a few late points but really
they were no more than consolation
scores as Cork ran out deserving Winners.
Scores for Cork: A O'Connor (02 ), 8 McCarthy (01 1)
0-4 each, E Murphy, A on, S MoCanan 0-3 each,
C Finn 0-2, H Loonay, M Gondon 0-1 each,

Galway: G Dolan 0-6 (0-51), Sarah Healy (), N Niland, S
Rabbitts, C Hickey 0-1 each. '

CORK: A Lee; P Mackey, L Coppinger, M Murphy; M Ga-
halane {c), L Treacy, H Looney; A Thompson, AHealy: 5

McCarthy, E Murphy, S McGartan; GiFinn, A O'Gonnor,
Q Cahalane. ’ :
Subs: C Healy for C Finn (45), A Fitzgerald for H Looney

(50); K Wall for E Murphy (56}, R Harty for A Healy (57).
M Candon for A O'Caninor (60), © Mullins for O Cahal-
ana (61).
GALWAY: Sarah Healy; Shauna Healy, D Higgins, R
Hannifty; C Hickey, E Helehart, A Starr; A Kaane, N Mal-
lon; C Dolan, O Rabbitte, A Donohua; M Rilion, A ©'Re-
ilty, € Kally.

itte j 138, iy for A O'R o D
land for M Mallon [n?m 48), S Gardiner for A Donohua
{52), A Lynskey for M Dillon (58).
Reforse: Gavin Donegan, Dublin,



Uachtardn an Cumann Camégaiochta Brian Molloy presents the cup to Corlc's captain Meabh Cahalane after the National

(amogie League Division 1A final agai

nst Galway in Thurles, See Echo Sport for more.

Picture: Tom Beary/Sportsfile
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Cork giris turn

A simply superb performance from
start to finish saw Cork crowned Very
National Camogie League Division
1A champions at FBD Semple Sta-
dium yesterday.

The Rebels never looked like losing and
were the better side from start to finish —
in stark contrast to their meeting with
Galway in the round-robin stage two
weeks ago, as they won the league for the
first time since 2013.

This was a performance that will have
all others wondering what they have to do
tobeata Cork side thatisalready showing
signs that they are going to take some
stopping this year.

It was the second of two clashes with
Galway over the weekend, with the foot-
ballers losing their league decider Oat
Croke Park on Saturday.

The camogie team were by far the better
team and Galway simply had no answer,

Manager Ger Manley was delighted to
win, but was happier with their perform-
ance, particularly as they are out in the
Munster Championship next weekend.

“We set our stall out at the start of the
season and we didn't say much about it,

on the style to
see off Galway

_____CAMOG

H Rory Noonan

but one of our targets was to get to the
league final,” Manley said.

“I thought we were excellent today,
there is nothing much really between our-
selves and Galway, but I thought the girls
were very tuned in and very focused. They
put in a great two weeks in training since
we lost to them in the league.

“They took a lot of responsibility them-
selves over those weeks and you can see
the result there. You have some very sen-
ior players there and the younger players
are stepping up and I thought they were
top class.”

_ Defensively, from the full-forward line
out, Cork didn't give Galway an inch and
that type of aggression was something
that Manley was delighted with.

“I didn't take any notice of it until be-
fore the game as Wesley O'Brien with us
and he pointed out that Amy Lee hasn’t 1ot
in a goal for the entire league, which is a
fair compliment to all those in front of
her, from the full-forward line back.

“We didn't have the same team for

every league game, but it was a target to
keep that and I thought this was one of the
better days for us.”

With the Munster Championship game
next Sunday against Clare, Manley said
they will enjoy this and it will be back
down to training fairly fast as they ean’t
afford to take Clare lightly.

“We'll give him a break tonight and to-
morrow night and let them enjoy that, but
we're back in the gym on Tuesday night
and we will train then Thursday night and
get ready for Clare. We have three
trophies that we are trying to win and this
is just the first step in that.”

Cork will face Clare next Sunday at
11.45am at Ennis, in a double-header with
the men’s game.

The U23 side are also in action over the
Easter weekend when they face Tipperary
in the Munster final at Kilmallock on
Monday (1pm).

The minors also have an All-Ireland
final to look forward to against Kilkenny
on April 27 at Nowlan Park.

The Cork senior ladies footballers will
have to regroup as they prepare for the
Munster championship clash with Kerry
at Cloughduv in two weeks.

W See page 36 for more.



Ashling Thompson of Cork in action against
Carrie Dolan of Galway.
Picture: Tom Beary/Sportsfile

Relentless Cork
are too hot

for Galway in
Thurles thriller

LADIES FOOTBALL

# Rory Noonan

A number of years ago Mary White wrote a
book about the Cork ladies football team
who won 10 All-lreland titles in 11 years.
The book was called Refentless and it told
the story of their rise from nowhere to
achieve a level of success that will be difficult
to match again by any county.

Though they haven't risen from nowhere to
the level they are at, as Cork camogie has al-
way's bean in the hunt for titles, the title could
easily be used in regard to the current
sguad.

Itsums exactly what they are, a driven squad
that expect high standards of each other and
will fight for every ball to the final whistle. It
doesn't matter if they are 10 points up or
down the level of effort is the same. You
could sea this in the last few seconds of their
Very Division 1A titla win aver Galway on
Sunday at FBD Semple Stadium as they ran
out winners by 0-21 lo 0-10.

Despite being 11 points up and in no danger
they won a ball back in defence to deny Gal-
way a score and that was celebrated as
much as any score at the other end.

This fighting spirit was also epitomised by
Amy O'Connor and Sorcha McCartan
around the 45 minute mark.

Galway had their ball on their own endline
and yet they were tackled by the Cork duo,
the latter without her hurley, as if their very
lives depended on it.

That type of effort is what lifts everyone ac-
cording to the Player of the Game on Sun-
day, Ashling Thompson.

“We always say that that the forwards set the
tone of the performance and it was the same
today," said Ashling, “the pressure they were
putting on the full back line when they were
trying to bring out the ball was giving us
some relief out the field.

“‘!‘hat's what we say when we look up the
pitch and see these forwards, you know, ab-
solutely working their socks off gives us
some confidence. So we always say that it's
dictated by the forwards.”

Along with Katrina and Pamela Mackey,
Thompson was the only member of the
panel to have a league medal, with Cork's
last win coming in 2013. So players like
O'Connor were delighted to add a league
medal to their trophy cabinets, that for most
already have Munster and All-Ireland ones.
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Uachtardn an tun;ann Camdgaiochta, Brian

Manley: We
set our stall

Molloy, with Cork captain Meabh Cahalane.

to go after
theleague

Ashling Thompson pulls the
strings as ruthless Rebels end
12-year wait for Division 1A title

CORK 0-21
GALWAY 0-10
DARAGH O CONCHUIR
REPORTS .

THEY came, they saw and they
conquered — there was just no
stopping Cork as they surged
to their 17th Very Camogie
League Division 1A title and a
first since 2013.

The back-to-back All-Ire-
land champions blew a shell-
shocked Galway away at Sem-
ple Stadium to prove they are
the team to beat.

All bar three playéers on the
Cork squad had not won a
league medal in an otherwise
impressive collection. A few
of them had lost five finals. It
wasn't keeping them awake at
night, you suspect, but when
there's a scratch, you want 1o
itch it. Consider it itched,

“We set our stall to go after
the league,’ said Cork boss Ger
Manley.

‘When we saw the draw, we
had a couple of games at home
and I think it fell for us.

T've been saying it all
along we have a strong
squad. 1 thought
we were very good (8
today, one of the
best performanc-
essince I've beenin-
volved in the couple
of years (as manag-
er). Youcan see the
composure and
the concentra-
tion, everything
isright.

‘T know I
changed it up
a bit today but
there are some
brilliant play-
ers there. The
example is the
three girls that
played the foot- i 4
ball league final = °
in Croke Park | i
yesterday — Libby j ¥
Coppinger, Han- | :
Cokcaptain L 08
MeabhCahalane
lifts the cup.

nah Looney and Aoife Healy
—and how good they were. And
I'm not going to stop them from
playing. _

‘Libby is like a new player
back to us from last year (when
she suffered an ACL injury).

The dual players all excelled,
and ended a weekend that had
begun in defeat, in far brighter
fashion. ' :

Manley's reference to the
squad was in light of having to
make two late changes, player
of the year Laura Hayes not
being risked and Katrina Mack-
ey pulling up in the warm-up.
Emma Murphy came in for
Hayes and shot three points,
while none other than Amy
O'Connor got the nod in Mack-
ey’s stead, contributed four

points, and had a hand in a few
more.
Clodagh Finn, who scored
a peach of a point as a sub as
Cork edged out Galway in last
year’s All-Ireland final, carried
on her good form through the
campaign with two points and
was always a threat. Saoirse
MecCarthy, hit four points and
was akin to a Rolls Royce at
times and Sorcha McCa-
rtan also contributed
heavily, with three
and offering an
aerial outlet all
the time. Defen-
sively they were in
complete control,
Laura Treacy,
Libby Cop-
pinger and
Pamela Mack-
ey exuding au-
thority.
Ashling
Thompson

. trio of sur-
| vivors from
. Cork's last
league tri-
umph, along
with Katrina
and Pamela
- Mackey. The
3 latter excelled,

embarking on

a lightning fast
40-metre run
to set up an early
point for Murphy.

was one of the

i

Libby Ec-p'pinger. Saoirse

McCarthy, Hannah Looney, P.3

Laura Treacy and Amy
0'Connor celebrate

Cork'swin.

NO WAY THROUGH

As Cork prepare for their Munster Senior Camogle Champioriship
semi-final against Clare this Sunday, April 20th,at 1.45amin
Zimmer Biomet Pairc Chiosog Ennls, it's worthnoting the Rebels
have yet to concede a goal this year! '

Winning the league title In style last weekend, it wasalso the sixth -
gameinarow this season that Corichave notconcededagoal,
Galway (twice), Waterford, Dublin, Kilkenny and Tipperary have al
falled tobreach the Cork rearguard that has put its shuttersup.

If we discount Cork's loss to Galway In their final group game —
and the context here is the Rebels had already qualified for the
league final by then so made changes to the team —they have
conceded 0-8,0-10,0-13,0-7 and 0-101n five games, That'sless

The Mackeys were 34 in
March. Thompson was 35 the
same month, The Milford pow-
erhouse earned player-of-the-
match honours and nobody de-
murred. She was magnificent,
scoring three points, winning
mountains of possession and
found teammates with clever

" than0-10 per game. Thou shall not pass.

and Thompson had Cork four
points in front when Amy
Lee was called upon to make
2 fantastic save from an Ail-
ish O'Reilly ground shot in the
24th minute.

Lee made a big save when
Galway were still in content,
coming out quick and saving a

distribution. Is it possiblesheis groundshot from Ailish O'Reil-
getting better? Amy Lee thinks  lyin the 24th minute.
s0. ‘In a situation like that, one of

‘Honestly, the last couple of

two things is going to happen,’

years is the best I've seen her Lee explained 'I-\-‘l[l'l hera_usmm—
ever, said the Cork goalkeep- arygrin. ‘She’s going to pick the
er. ‘She's just so fit, physical, ball or she's going to pull onit.
her hurling is still top notch. The minute I thought she was

She knows how to mind herself,
she knows when she can go full
pelt. She's an excellent athlete
and her knowledge ofthe game
is unbelievable and it’s really
helpingus.

‘When she came back (from
her cruciate ligament injury)
a couple of years ago, I was
watching her doing the runs
and she was fitter than I'd ever
seen her. And it’s worked well
for her and we're benefiting,’

Scores from Finn, Murphy

going to pull on it, I just slid
out on my knees, just to make
sure there was no base. It only
clipped the heel of my foot.

“You see in the second half,
Aoife Donohue did the oppo-
site, she went to pick it running
into me. Sometimes it's the huck
of the draw. You do the percent-
ages in your head as it's playing
out and then try to pick the
right one.

The former Cork captain,
described by current skipper,



Cork's Orlaith Cahalane on the attack against Galway.

Méabh Cahalane in the match
programme as the mammy of
the team, revealed that while
Cork had rested a few big guns
in the final round game against
Galway at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh,
when the Rebels were already
gualified and the visitors need
the victory to make the final,
getting turned over clearly
didn't sit well with them.

4 thought we were very
goodtoday, oneofthe

best performancessince
I've beeninvolvedinthe
couple of years’

“It's good to get silverware al-
ways. You go out at the start 9f
the year and your aim is to Win
everything. It doesn't always 80
that way, and the main prize at

_|i.

the end of the day is the O'Duffy
Cup but it's nice to get that bit
of silverware again. .

“‘We won't get ahead of our-
selves, we're back in the Mun-
ster championship again next
week. We'll go back, review, see
what we can work on and have
a good couple of weeks of solid
training again.

“We had goals going out from
the game in Pdirc Ui Chaoimh
against Galway. We said if we
could go out and hit them, we'd
give the league a good rattle
and to be fair it worked. Every-
one knew their job and they did
their job and it worked out well
for us today.’

Scorers : g
Cork: S McCarthy (1f), A ©'Connor
(2fs) 0-4 each; E Murphy, A
Thompson, S McCartan 0-3 each:
C Finn 0-2;H Looney, M Conden
0-1each.

Galway: CDolan 0-6 (5f):S
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Rabhitte, N Niland, Sarah Healy (f)
0-1each.

Cork: A Lee, P Mackey, L Coppinger,
M Murphy, M Cahalane, L Treacy,
AHealy, A Thompson, H Looriey, A
O'Cannor, S MecCarthy, S McCartan,
C Finn, E Murphy, O Cahalane.
Subs: C Healy for Finn (45), A
Fitzgerald for Looney (51}, K Wall
for Murphy (56), R Harty for A
Healy (57), M Condon for O'Connor
{6041}, 0 Mullins for O Cahalane
(60+3).

Cork's Ava gerald mIebrates Millle Condon.

Galway: Sarah Healy, Shauna
Healy, D Higgins, R Hanniffy, E
Helebert, 0 Rabbitte, C Hickey, A
Starr, M Dillon, A Keane, CDolan,
N Mallen, A Donohue, A O'Reilly,
C Kelly. Subs: A Hesnan for Starr
(39),R Black for Helebert (39),

* 5 Rabbitte for C Kelly (39).A

Kelly for O'Rellly (49}, N Niand
for Mallon (49), S Gardiner for
Daonchue (52), A Lynskey for
Dillon (58),

Referee: Gavin Donegan (Dublin).
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Cork’s Ashling

o

Thompson in action against Galway's Dervle Higgins in

the Very Camogie League Division 1A final, at FBD Insurance Semple
Stadium, Thurles, last Sunday. Thompson was Player of the Game and
will be one of the players Cork will look to on Sunday against Clare in

the Munster championship.

Picture: INPHO/Ben Brady

Cork face Clare as they
start bid to retain their
Munster camogie title

Fresh from their Very Divi-
sion 1A League title win the
Cork camogie senior side had
to quickly turn their atten-
tions to the Munster cham-
pionship.

They take on Clare on Sun-
day, throw-in at 11.45 at Ennis,
as part of a double-header
with the men’'s game between
the same two counties.

On paper this is a game that
Cork will be expected to win
easily, but one factor that will
concern manager Ger Manley
is the quick turnarvound from
the league.

Clare have had time to rest
and prepare for Sunday, while
Cork had a league final last
Sunday against Galway.

The Rebels had a compre-
hensive win in that and the
same will be expected against
Clare, but they will also be
conscious that this apposition
took them to extra extra-time
in the Munster championship
a few short vears ago.

In that league final win the
Rebels showed all that is good

about their style of playing ca-

maogie.

They scored some magnifi-
cent points and defensively
they were simply superb.

As a team they all played
their part in the win, with
midfielder Ashling Thompson
winning the Player of the
Game award. Her influence
around the middle of the pitch
drove her side forward and
she chipped in with a couple of
points as well.

But like all the side Thomp-
son was delighted with the
win, but was guickly turning
her attention to Clare after-
wards. :

“Tt's just sets the tone for
championship and that's our
aim,” said Thompson.

“It's not to win a league

Cork's Saoirse McCarthy celebrates after winning the Very Camogie

CAMOGIE

@ Rory Noonan

again, 1 know it has been a
long time since we won it
(2013) and it's nice to have the
silverware, but that's not what
we have our eyes on.

“Next Sunday we have
Clare in the Munster cham-
pionship and we will need an-
other big performance as they
are at home. They're going to
be confident and no doubt
there will be a big Clare crowd
there with men’'s game on
after ours.

“So as far as we are con-
cerned it's all guns blazing
now for the Munster cham-
pionship and we will be deter-
mined to reach the final and
then hopefully retain our title.

“But for now our attentions
are fully focused on Clare and
the challenge they will put up
to us,” concluded Thompson.

That sums up the mentality
and drive of this panel, it's all
about the next challenge and
fully focusing on that.

Such is the talent in the
squad that the intensity in
their training is pushing their
standards higher and higher
as they hope to retain the
Munster final.

They have guality all over
the pitch with the likes of
Sacirse McCarthy, Amy
O'Connor and Sorcha MeCar-
tan terrorising Galway last
weekend and the same will ex-
pected from them on Sunday.

Defensively Cork were rock
solid and even though Laura
Haves was missing such is
their strength-in-depth you

‘would hardly notice it.

It will be another challenge
for Cork but one they should
come through and reach the
Munster final on May 10.

[ -

League Division 1A final, McCarthy will be a key player for Cork on Sun-

day.

Picture: INPHO/Ben Brady



Dominant Rebels add
Division 1A camogie league |
crown to All-Ireland title §
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O'Connor returns to boost Cork’s hunt for three in-a-row

Paul
Keane

Timing has always been Amy
O’Connor’s strong point. Back
in 2023, for example, she took
just three minutes to score one
of the most memorable
hat-tricks in the history of the
All-Ireland eamogie finals.

Avyear later,she was celebrat-
ing again as Cork retained the
title and while she suffered a
serious injury in that 2024
All-Ireland final, the first of her
long career, she pretty quickly
puta positive spinonit.

At any other stage of the
year, she figured, the Lisfranc
fracture in her foot would have
been a season-ender but, as it
was, she had the entire winter
torecoverand rehabilitate,

And when she was finally
able to start a game again,
last weekend, it was another
national final, this time the
National League showpiece.
Cork scored another significant
win over Galway too, capturing
afirst league title since 2013.

“It's a funny one,” said
reigning All-Star O’Connor of
the injury which left her in a
corrective boot for 12 weeks, “if
I tried to do it again, | probably
couldn’t.

“It happened by pure chance
in the All-Ireland final, some-
one just fell on me. I obviously
played on and probably didn’t
realise the extent of it until
afterwards.

“It's more common among
rugby players. I don’t know
how similar to a rugby player 1
am but hopefully I'm over it
now and I can putitbehind me.

“To be honest, ['ve been very
lucky over my career in the 12
or 13 years that 1 have been
there with Cork. Injury was
bound to strike me down at
some point. So I've been lucky,
I've missed little to no games
really through injury.” She
added: “It's really coming good
now atjusttheright time."

The Munster championship,

m Cork's Amy
O'Connor with
Abigail Jeyifous at
Croke Park for the
launch of the 2025
Kellogg's GAA Cdl
Camps yesterday.
PHOTOGRAPH:

SaM BarnES/
SPORTSFILE

a stand-alone competition in
camogie, begins for Cork this
Sunday, against Clare in Ennis,
and is another opportunity for
O'Connor to fine-tune and
sharpen up in advance of the
All-Ireland championship in
late May.

The downside is that the
quick turnaround hasn't al-
lowed for much reflection on

the historic league win, Cork’s
18th. “It's a competition we've
been trying to win since I was
there, 12 years I think, so it was
nice to get over the line,” said
0'Connor, who was speaking at
the launch of the 2025
Kellogg's GAA Cul Camps.

“We were delighted, we were
genuinely delighted. T know
people look at the league and
they mightn't put much weight
in something like that but we
were absolutely delighted,
especially the core of us who
have been there for quite along
time.”

That it came down to Cork
and Galway again, just as it did
at the end of last year's champi-
onship, would suggest a big two
has emerged? O’Connor isn’t
sure on that one. “T'd definitely
say it's more open,” she said.
“You had Waterford in the

All-Ireland final two years agt
Tipp are consistently making
semi-finals and they won the
league last year, 50 they're put-
ting in a huge effort up there. |
think Clare will be really good
on Sunday and we're looking
forward to that test.”

To think they were talking
about a Leeside drought before
that 2023 final. That was the
geason Ashling Thompson
battled back from an ACL
injury. Last weekend, the
35-year-old was Player of the
Match in the league final
success. "1 would say she'g
better than ever, to be honest,
said O'Connor. “She is like a
professional athlete with Emw
she looks after herself. She’s so
fit. She’s 35, she doesn’t lookit.
She has the engine of a
Rolls-Royce, up and down the
pitchalldayon Sunday.



Foot fracture ‘happened at right time’, says O'Connor

Amy ()'Connor has put a posi-
tive spin on the worst injury of
her camogie career with Cork.
figuring that it couldn’t have

comeat a better time.

The six-time All-Treland
winner, inset right, and reig-
ning All-Star made her first
start of 2025 last weekend in
Cork’s National League final
defeat of Galway.,

Prior to that, she hadn't
lined out since the 2024 All-
Ireland final win over the
same opposition, a day when
she picked up an injury that
furned out to be particularly
troublesome.

A Lisfranc fracture in her
foot reguired 12 weeks in a
boot and ultimately robbed
her of most of this season’s
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Clare v Cork

_ Sunday: Ennis, 11.45am
Referee: Donnacha O'Callaghan
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Paul Keane

league. Although, in the
broader scheme of things, it
was the right time to pick up

what would have normally
been a season-ending injury,

“It's a funny one — if T tried
to do it again, I probably
couldn’t,” she said of the in-

ury.

“It happened by pure
chance in the All-Ireland
final, someone just fell on me.
I'obviously plaved on and
probably didn't realise the ex-
tent of it until afterwards.

“It's more common among
rugby players. I don’t know
how similar to a rugby player
I am but hopefully 'm over it
now and I can put it behind
me. To be honest, 1've been
very lucky over my career in
the 12 or 13 years that I have
been there with Cork.

“Injury was bound to strike

me down at some point. So I've
been lucky, I've missed little
to no games really through

injury.

“Thankfully, it hap-
pened at a good time
in that I was able to 4
get back in with the =\
team early in the | %
league and start = @
training and buildin
a bit of contact and so
on. It's really coming
good now at just the
right time,”

The Munster champion-
ship, a standalone competi-
tion in camogie, begins for
Cork this Sunday, against
Clare in Ennis, and is another

“opportunity for O'Connor to

fine-tune and sharpen up

ahead of the All-Ireland cham-
pionship in late May.
The downside is that the
quick turnaround
hasn't allowed for
much reflection on
an historic league
win, Cork's first
since 2013,

“It's a competi-
" tion we've been try-
 ing to win since I
was there, 12 vears |

think, so it was nice to
get over the line," said
0'Connor, speaking at the
launch of the 2025 Kellogg's
GAA Cil Camps,

“"We were delighted, we
were genuinely delighted. I
know people look at the league
and they mightn't put much

‘Continuity’ key for Waterford camogie, says Boland

Jordan Norris

New Waterford senior camo-

gie manager Michael ‘Mick’

Boland insists continuity is
the key going forward for the
Déise — despite a mid-season

managerial switch-up.

Following the sudden re-
tirement of Jerry Wallace at
the conclusion of the Division
1A League campaign — Bo-

land, formerly a selector
under Wallace — has now
been entrusted to take the
reins on an interim basis.
There isn't much time for
the Carrigtwohill club man to
dwell — as Waterford have a
Munster Senior Camogie
Championship semi-final to

worry about next weekend —

against the winner of this wee-

Bandon keen | R

kend’s meeting of Tipperary
and Limerick.

Speaking to WLR Sport fol-
lowing his appointment, Bo-
land admitted that the Déise’s
focus is May 31, not next wee-
kend

“It's a quick turnaround, in
fairness — we've been train-
ing away for the last week and
a half, two weeks. The girls got
three or four days downtime
after the league, and it's a
quick turnaround.

“We're preparing as best we
can — but the match in Now-
lan Parkis probably a lot more
important than the match in
the Munster semi-final. We'll
probably be aiming towards
Kilkenny on the 31st of May
more than the match with Tip-
perary or Limerick.”

to grow adult

camogie side |

Club has identified the need
to provide adult outlet for
increasing underage numbers

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

BUILD it and they will come
and play — that’s the approach
Bandon Camogie Club has tak-
en as it reintroduced its junior
team this season. -
The club has gone from
strength to strength at under-
age level since it reformed in
2017, initially with U8, Ul0 and
U12 teams. Since then it has
added more underage sides.
Going back further, Bandon
also had a foray into camogie
in 1989 before it fell away in
2007 with junior head coach
Leighanne Tobin being a mem-
ber of the original club.
Camogie has now set down
roots locally and the success
of the club is evidenced by five
Bandon players currently being
involved in Cork development
squads — Rhea Burns and Is?.—
belle Harrington (U14), Julie
Fleming (U15), Breffini Kelly
(U16) and Clodagh Barry (Ul 7)-
MNow the club has revived
its adult team again, aware of
the need to provide an outlet
for its players who are coming
through its underage section.
The newly-formed Bandon

f

Camaogie Club will compete
in the junior C championship,
though the focus is currently
on their junior league campaign
with two games played to date.

‘The hope for this year is
to play the junior league and
championship, fulfilling all our
matches. Hopefully win a cou-
ple of games along the way and
keep all the girls that are there,
camogie PRO Sarah McCarthy
told TheSouthern Star.

‘Keeping the team growing
is the.aim. This year is about
starting it up. Every year from
here, hopefully it grows. You are
looking at five years before you
know if you have an established
adult team.

‘Starting something is one
thing, but keeping it going is a
different story.

The key reason Bandon
Camogie Club has revived its
adult team is if they don’t get
it up and running, the club will
lose players who are too old for
underage.

Those players have two choic-
es: join another camogie club
or hang up their boots. The
Bandon club wants to give its
underage players an outlet to

Taking over a team in the
middleof a season is afar from
ideal scenario in the minds of
many — but for Boland, he
does have the benefit of hav-
ing worked with the group for
an extended period of time.
Continuity is the key word for
Waterford camogie.

“I've been involved here
now a year and a half with
Jerry, and in fairness to most
of the management that were
involved, there will be con-
tinuity, I think most of the
management have stayved on
board, which is good. The big-
gest thing for us now is to con-
tinue the work that has gone
on. The managers before us —
Sean Power, Derek Lyons,
Jerry — it’s just probably to
continue that work more than

]
i #

/

McSweeney. Kneeling

INSET: Flying the Bandon camogje flag with Cork are Breffini Kelly (U16B) and

ClodaghBarry (U17).

continue playing at adult level.

“We did try and start a junior
team in 2021 when they were
U16 but it was more a fun and
fitness kind of thing. It fell away
in 2022, This year, those girls
are in the older part of minor/
U18, McCarthy explained.

*We had five girls aging out
of the club this year if we had
no junior team for them. They
would have either given up
camogie or they would have
gone to another club if there
was nothing there for them.
For any club, you want an adult
team but it is just imperative
this year.

anything and developing the
players that are coming
through and try and bring
them a little bit higher, maybe
to the next level. They're not
100 miles away. It's about just
building on that continuity
and just driving on. The group
of girls that we've got here,
their attitude is brilliant.”

Citing that there has been
“an awful lot of learnings” asa
result of a league campaign
which yielded two victories
and three defeats — Boland
said attentions have switched
following Wallace's departure
—and the focus is firmly fixed
on on-field matters.

“I think that switched over
the last couple of sessions. In
fairness to Jerry, he's done
massive work here. The bot-

The Bandon Camogie Club junior team. Back from left, Jessica Bolster, Cl
Barry, Maeve McCarthy, Doireann Kelly, Kate O'Connor, Ashling O'Connor, Amy _
Allen, Donna Fehilly (captain), Sarah O'Connor, Clara Heverin, Katie Twohig and Amy
fromleft, EllaMcCarthy, Breffini Kelly, Evelyn
Caoimhe Foley, Kate O'Halloran, Jenny Fleming and Alice Lillis. Front, EllaMoloney.

‘We'll have another five aging
outnext year, the following year
we'll have seven, That's where
the club is at.

‘It's been successful since
we started up and we are now
bringing people through to the
adult level.'

Bandon Camogie Club has
over 200 girls registered and
are looking for more members.
Numbers and interest have
grown through its underage
journey and success, and hav-
ing an adult team is the next
natural step.

*You need to keep working
at it at the same time. When

tom line is — that moved on
when Jerry decided to step
away and retire.

“We're very clear in what
we're tryving to do. We're look-
ing at the All-Ireland, getting
out of the group and that's the
only target we have on our
backs, nothing else. The group
are very, very clear-minded
on what they want to do. We'll
take every session as it goes.

“Every week we go out,
we'll try and get learnings out
of it. There's a lot of young
girls in that dressing room. At
the moment they mightn't be
where they want to be. It only
takes one match to inspire
confidence. You get a ball, vou
put it into the back of the net,
or you put it over the bar, you
can change that player fairly

5
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McCarthy, §

you're living in a town, you are
competing with an awful lot
of sports, looking for their at-
tention and trying to get them
signed up, McCarthy said.

‘Our youngest girls would
start out at U5 and U6 in the
GAA nursery programme.
From about UTs, UBs we try to
lead them into the camogie and
try to get them signed up.

‘We have the five girls who
would have graduated from mi-
nor last year, We also have 14
girls signed up (for the junior
team).

‘All of them have played
camogie before, A lot of them

weight in something like that
but we were absolutely de-
lighted, especially the core of
us who have been there for
quite a long time, We were ab-
solutely thrilled.”

That it came down to Cork
and Galway again, just as it
did at the end of last year's
Championship, would suggest
a big two has emerged?

“T'd definitely say it's more
open,” she suggested. “You
had Waterford in the All-Ire-
land final two years ago. Tipp
are consistently making semi-
finals and they won the league
last year, so they're putting in
a huge effort up there. I think
Clare will be really good on
Sunday and we're looking for-
ward to that test.”

T o &

Michael Boland; ‘We're very clear
inwhat we're trying to do.’

quickly. She can excel. It's
about trying to get that small
bit of confidence into them to
drive on now and have a small
hit of belief in themselves."

hadn't picked up a Hurléy'in
three or four years. They gave
up at U16 with us. ;

‘I think there were originally
eight of them who would have
played with Bandon camogie
and have resigned with us, We
have another six who would
have played with other clubs
such as Ballinascarthy and New-
cestown. They are all Bandon
girls.

While the new junior team
lost to Carrigtwohill in their
first game, 1-7 to 1-5, they beat
Fermoy in their second game.
Next up they face St Colum's
away on Monday, 21st,



Contrasts
between Cork
sidestraveling
to Ennis

CAMOGIE/HURLING

w Eamonn Murphy

Having lost once in the regular league
campaign, Cork got their revenge with a
dominant final display to bridge a long
gap and lift the trophy.

The success franks their status as
clear favourites for the All-Ireland.

Hard to argue with.

No, it's not the hurlers we're talking
about, it's the camogie team. They com-
fortably beat Galway in the league de-
cider and head into the summer in a
very strong position to retain the
O'Duffy Cup and complete three in a
row. Ger Manley's charges fully de-
serve their status as the team to beat,
given their sustained excellence over a
number of seasons,

On the other hand, the hurlers have
been inconsistent for a long time, Pat
Ryan's side are being talked up to rid-
iculous levels given they lost last
summer’s All-Ireland final to Clare and
haven't even landed a Munster crown
since 2018.

The camogie are also up in Ennis this
Sunday but they should have no prob-
lems beating the hosts and even if they
lose, the provincial and All-Ireland
competitions are separate. The hurlers
will be under a fair bit of pressure if
they don't manage a first win over Clare
in championship since 2021.

Their record in the round-robin

- e e

ork fans at the Allianz Hurling League
final against Tipperary at SuperValu
Pdirc Ui Chaoimh. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

phase is extremely poor since going un-
beaten in "18, losing twice in "19, 2022, '23
and last season, though it was enough to
finish third in Munster in three of those
four campaigns.

The bookies make Cork prohibitive
favourites. They blitzed them for six
goals in the league last month but the
Banner didn’t show any real hunger or
drive that afternoon. Brian Lohan will
have Clare primed and ready to explode
on Easter Sunday.

Cork have to block out all the noise
online and from the national media.
They're hyping them up like they're
Limerick and Kilkenny in their pomp.
There's an agenda there to make it seem
like Cork are being cocky before the
sliotar has even thrown in.

The support has been incredible al-
ready this season. They've had over
20,000 fans at every league match with
ticket frenzy at full tilt from the
Munster series, and a burning desire to
finally land the big prize.

They add glorious colour and genu-
ine passion to the summer but anyone
suggesting it would be great for hurling
for the Rebels to land Liam MacCarthy
is talking nonsense. The Rebels will be
out in force in the stands and onthe ter-|
race once the team is competitive,

Yes, the fans are giddy with excite4{
ment but that doesn't mean they believe
the hype. All-Irelands are harder won
than ever with the new format. uF

Leesiders well know how difficult they
road to Croker is,

o P <
F i - T

I [ o =

-

Chiosdg, Ennis.

- Jack

~ McKay

o+ mme e

Clare 0-10
Cork 2-22
Routine for Corlk, as expected for Ger
Manley'’s side.

Clare were simply unable to mount a
challenge at Zimmer Biomet Péirc Chio-
s6g yesterday in the Munster Senior Ca-
mogie Championship semi-final.

The gulf in class was far too large, but
Cork did what needed to be done in the
early stages. After 11 minutes it was a
foregone conclusion.

Two white flags in succession from Or-
laith Cahalane got them off the mark.
Points from Ashling Thompson and
Saoirse Mc y moved them four clear.

Emma Murphy was next up for Cork.
Cahalane added another. They moved the
ball quick and passed it well.

All Clare had to show for it at this stage
was a solitary point from Aoife Andersen
— to her credit an excellent solo effort out
wide, They had a short and a wide to go
with that.

With 10 minutes gone Clare were al-
ready in trouble. McCarthy then set up
Clodagh Finn for the first Cork goal, the

hosts were 1-B to 0-1 behind.

The Rebels then hit their first wide after
12 minutes. They would hit another five
wides on the trot. This was where Clare
neaded to get going, Still they failed. Not

only to score, but to create chances.

i s 1y Lt
Cork’s Cliona Healy wins the sliotar from Clare’s Abby Walsh during the Munster senior
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Cork seal placein
Munster final with

Cork’s Ashling Thompson holds off Clare’s

Sinead 0'Keeffe. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

They had just three shots from play for
the remainder of the half. None of those
vielded a flag of either colour. Zi Yan Spil-
lane pointed two frees late in the opening
period, leaving it 1-10 to 0-3 at the interval.

With the slight wind advantage, Clare
needed a quick start to the second half. In-
steaga it was a near reflection of the first

Cork fired away with five points un-
answered to go 1-15 to 0-3 in front. With 22
minutes remaining, Clare simply had no
answer to Cork’s midfield domination,
aided by Laura Treacy's sweeping.

While they did finally find some joy in
front of the posts late on, particularly
through substitute Aisling Cooney who
finished with four points (three frees),

camogie championship semi-final at

T s s
Zimmer Biomet Pairc
Picture; Eddie 0'Hare
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a comfortable win

CAMOGIE

Cork’s substitutes — eager to earn a place
for the Munster final — came on with a
point to prove. v

Millie Condon and Ava Fitzgerald most
impressive among them, with Condon
bagging 1-1 while Fitzgerald got two
points from play. When Condon'’s goal did
find the back of the net in the 56th minute,
that left Cork in front by 2-20 to 0-7.

The Rebels were unfortunate not to find
the back of the net thrice more in the final
quarter, as Cahalane and Kate Wall both
blasted wide from close range, the latter
then unfortunate to see her next goal at-
tempt rebound off the crossbar.

Either way, it was a job well done for
Manley's side. They hardly moved
through the gears, yet came away with an
18-point winning margin. :

E:w O'Connor finished with four frees
and three assists, while McCarthy and
Finn were excellent in front of the posts.
Thompson also stood out.

Munster final up next. ;
Scorers for Clare: A Cooney 0-4 (3 fs) ZY Spillane 0-3
fs, A O'Keeffe, A Andersen, A O'Loughlin 0-1 each.
Seorers for Cork: C Finn 1-3, § McCarthy 0-5 {1 (), M
_Condon 1-1, A O'Connor 0-4 f, O Cahalane 0-3, A
H%ﬂ,EMM&EMAMmHW
0-1 :

CLARE: R .SDatjr.GHehlnCQumﬁLDﬁﬂ,ﬁ
wm,n&mswmcm : A Andersen, A
©'Loughlin (c), J Daly; C Cahiil, ZY pillana, N Mul
quean. )

Subs: E Casay for Gahill (HT), A Coonay for Daly (40, G
A I e tty

n for Mul n f i f

& McMahen for Hehir {both 49), A O'Keeffe for An-
dersen (52).

CORK: A Lee; L Treacy; L Coppinger, P Mackey; M
Murphy, A Healy, M Cahalana (c); H , & Thomp-
son:cll: Healy, § McCarthy, E Murphy; G Finn, A O'Gor-
nar, ;
Subs: K Wall for C Healy, G @'Sullivan for Looney (both
35}, N O fmcappmer,ﬁ_uwmﬁw
41}, A O'Neill for Finn {44), A Fitzgerald for E M
Gondon for O'Connor (both 50).

Referee: Donnacha Q'Callaghan (Limerick)



Clinical
Cork show
their class

Munster SGC semi-final
Clare 0-10
Cork 2-22

Therese O'Callaghan
Zimmer Biomet Pairc Chiosdg

All-Treland champions Cork
were always favoured to win
this Munster Senior Camogie
Championship semi-final in
Ennis, played as a curtain-
raiser to the Clare/Cork SHC
game. To get a better under-
standing of the two teams, it is
important to know Clare were
Division 1B league finalists
three weeks ago, losing to An-
trim by five points, while Cork
were comfortable winners
over Galway last Sunday in
the Division 1A decider.

S0, despite their best en-
deavour, this was always
going to be a huge challenge
for John Carmody’s side, who
were forced to play Niamh
Mulgueen in a deep role which
meant Cacimhe Cahill was
cutnumbered up front, with
Cork's Laura Treacy sweep-
ing to good effect.

And in spite of missing in-
jured duo Laura Hayes and
Katrina Mackey, and Sorcha
McCartan with a fractured
ankle she sustained in the
league final, they were still a
class above their hosts.

Ger Manley has plenty of
back-up in his squad as they
head on a warm-weather
training camp to Portugal to-
MOrrow morning.

Cork led 1-10 to 0-3 at the
break with Clodagh Finn the
finisher for an 11th-minute
goal after being put through
by Sacirse McCarthy. :

Zi Yan Spillane and Aoife
Anderson were the Clare
scorers in a team that featured
triplets Rachael, Susan, and
Lynda Daly and their younger
sister Jennifer.

Cork kept piling on the
pressure in the second half,
finishing with nine different
scorers including sub Millie
Condon's 57th-minute goal,
while Clare sub Aisling Coo-
ney landed four for her side.

The final against either Tip-
perary/Limerick.-or Water-
ford will be another double-
header, and will be played
ahead of the Clare v Tipperary
SHC on May 10 in Ennis.
Scorers for Clare: Aacf?_::a;r f:ﬁdc::ﬁ

lana (0- S)

‘gneﬁ grmsﬁghlln. fﬂ'Keeﬂa {0-1 each)
Scorers for Cork: C Finn {1-3), S
McCarthy (0-6, 0-2 frees), M Condon (1=
1), A O'Connar (0-4, 0:2 455, 0-2 frees),
o Cahalane (0-3), E Murphy (0-2), A
Thompson, H Loonay, A Fitzgerald (0-1
each |

LARE: R Daly; S Daly, G Hehir, ©

guaa!ky: L II!ﬂl:.r}.‘l A Walsh, D Griffin; i
O'Kealfe, G Carmody; A Anderson,
©'Loughlin (Capt), J Daly; C Cahill, ZY
Spillane, N Mulquean.
Subs: E Casey for Cahill (half-tima), A
Coonay for J Daly, G Carmody for
O'Keelfa (poth 41), M Hanrahan for Spil-
lane, HM Meylon for Mulgueen (both 48),
M Pawell for Quaally (49), G McMahon
for Hehir (49), A O'Keelfe for Anderson
(52},

ORK: A Les; P Mackay, L Coppinger,
ﬁ Murphy: M Cahalane {Capt), L Treacy,

vE
A Healy: A Thompson, H Loonay:
Murphy, S MeGarthy, © Healy; C Finn, A

O'Conriar, O Cahalane.

Suba: | Wall for C Healy, G 'Sullivan
EnLrl Leaney (both 36), N O'Leary for Cop-
pinger, R Harty for A Heahy {both 41}, A
o' Nedll for M Murphy, © Mullins for Finn
(both 44), A Fitzgerald for E Murphy, M

Condon for ©'Connor (both 50).
Raferee: O O'Callaghan {Limarick).

Padraic Treacy, chairman Cork Camogie Board, presents Sarah McCorm-

£33

ack with the Division 2 Cork Feile trophy.

Blarney to fly Cork
flag in Féile 1 final

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman
Blarney will represent Cork in
the Division 1 National Feile
Na Gael camogie competition
as a result of beating New-
townshandrum in the final.

In their semi-final outing
they had to be at their best to
overcome Aghabullogue be-
fore taking on Newtownshan-
drum in the final.

Showing huge determi-
nation, they went at it from
the throw in.

Eabha Lynch was superb as
she notched up 1-4 from mid-
field where she worked hard
with Ciara Leahy.

Up front, Kelly Hedderman

‘and Katie Buckley added goals
qwith Ali McCarthy and Laur-

en Hughes pointing.

In defence, Blarney were
solid with Bridin Needham-
Forde excelling at full-back
and with Ella Kennedy, Ali
MeCarthy, and Jane Gabrielle
O’Brien'working well together
as a unit driving their side for-
ward they grabbed the vital
scores to record a victory.

Mallow took the Division 2
Feile title when they over-
came Fermoy.

In two exciting semi-finals
Mallow had a goal to spare
over Ballyvgarvan 2-1 to 1-1,
while Fermoy were too strong
for Bandon as they booked
their final spot.

In the final, Mallow gained
the upper hand and ran out 2-4
to 0-2 winners.

Goals from Nessa McCorm-
ack and Clara Buckley helped
Mallow secure the title.

Meanwhile, the Cork U168
team take on Kilkenny in
Castle Road today inabidfora
place in the Eir All-Ireland ca-
mogie final.

The sides met in the group
stages where Cork recorded a
comprehensive 4-13 to 1-8 vie-
tory.

Kilkenny will come to
Castle Road with revenge on
their minds.

Last day out they came to
Cork with confidence as they
went in search of their third
win from three games having
overcame Limerick and Tip-
perary in the earlier rounds.

Corlk had lost to Galway in
Itheir opening game and wera
in good form having defeated
1Dublin in round two.

The sides were evenly
imateh in the first half with
Kilkenny holding a slender
jtwo-point hal- time lead, hut in
the second half, Cork upped

Mairead Lynch, development of-
ficer Cork Camogie Board, pres-
ents the Feile Divsion 1 trophy to
Blarney captain Eabha Lynch.

the pace to a level that Kil-
kenny were unable to respond
fo.

Goals proved erucial and
Cork have the ability to get
them in the campaign to date.

Lea Meillouin, Meabh
Fitzgerald, Cliona Harte, and
Leah Halligan have hit vital
goals.

Stephanie Dwyer and Lexi
Manley have also proved a
handful for defences.

Rachel Jones, Aisling Col-
eman, and Ciara Roche are
strong defenders who will
make Kilkenny fight hard for
SC0res,

Kilkenny, having finished
just one point behind Cork in
third, will come well prepared
for a tough battle.

Holly Ryan, Amy O'Shea,
Dearbhla Ryan, and Grace
Farrell are among the players
Canice Brennan will be look-
ing to lead the challenge as
they bid for a place in the final
against Galway or Tipperary.

The inaugural Munster U723
camogie final takes place in
Kilmallock on Monday (1pm)
when Cork and Tipperary

meet,

Cork had to battle hard to
get the upper hand on Clare in
their semi-final, with two
points to spare, while Tipper-
ary overcame Waterford 2-13
o 1-6.

Amy Sheppard, Avril Cash-
man, Eimear Duignan, and
Emily O'Donoghue are among
the players who were to the
fore against Clare.

Maria Connolly captains a
Tipperary side that includes
former senior goalkeeper
Aine Slattery, Lorna Ryan,
Aine and Lily Fahie, Orla
0'Brien, and Grace Moloney.

The Cork team celebrate their win over Tipperary in the Munster U23
Camogie final at Kilmallock, Co Limerick.

-

Picture; Dan Linehan

Cork U23 side outclass
Tipperary in Munster
final after extra time

Cork 3-15
Tipperary 0-14
(AET)

Cork were crowned inaug-
ural Munster U23 camogie
champions at Kilmallock on
Easter Monday with Amy
Sheppard named as Player of
the Match.

Throw-in was delayed due
to pitch not being open when
both teams arrived but when
proceedings got underway,
Zork with the aid of the stiff
breeze took an early lead with
two Claudia Keane points in-
side the opening 10 minutes
followed by a Sheppard 45.

Tipperary were finding it
hard to make headway against
asolid Cork defence and it was
15 minutes in before they were
on the scoreboard through
Aoife Dwyer. That was fol-
lowed by a Grace Moloney
point but Cork responded by
winning two frees which Amy
Sheppard converted.

A Dwyer free and an Anna
Fahie effort from play cut the

ork lead down to one. Before
half-time, Avril Cashman
found her range along with
two Sheppard frees to leave it
-8 to 0-4.

Kate Ferncombe narrowed
the gap on the resumption be-
fore a Sheppard goal put the
Rebels six ahead and in con-
trol.

Dwyer and Ciara Gleeson
kept the Premier in touching
distance and they found their
groove, with Orla O'Brien and
another pair of Dwyer frees
wrimming the margin to one by
the end of the third quarter.

Now the pressure was on
though Sheppard did break

Tipp’s scoring run only for
Dwyer to nail another free,
Isobel Sheehan and Dwyer
swapped points before a Dan-

Corlc's Avril Cashman and Claudia Keane celebrate their win over Tip-
perary in the Munster U23 Camogie final.
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ielle Ryan point tied it up with
five minutes remaining.
Sheppard converted a 45
which looked like deciding it
before Danielle Ryan struck in
the 63rd minute to make it 1-11
to 0-14 and foree extra time.
Cork, with the wind, set the
pace in the first additional
period through a Daire
O’Brien free from distance
along with scores from Ella
Wigginton-Barrett and Shep-
pard.
Sheppard stretched the gap
to four in the second half of
exira time before Cork pulled
the trigger with goals from
Erin Curtin and Claudia
Keane.
Scorers for Cork: A Sheppard 1-9 (0-6
I, 0-1 435), € Keana 1-2, E Curtin 1-0, A
Cashman D O'Brien, E Wigginion-Bar-
reft, | Sheehan 0-1 each,
Tipperary: A Dwyer -7 (0-6 ), K Fom-
combe 0-2, A Fahie. G Molonoy D Ryan,
O O¥Brion, G Gleesan 0-1 sach.
CORK: C Buckley (Inniscarra); M De
Burca (Carrigtwaohill), L Dunlea (Sars-
fields), C Kingston (Mewcestown); A
OrRiordan (Balfinora), O O'Brien {Ennis-
kanrmé. A Gashman (Youghal): E Shee-
han (Eire Og), E Duignan (Mallow); N
Mchabala (Cloughding, E O'Denoghus
{Bishopstown), N Olden (St Finbarr's): A
Sheppard (Cloughduy), C Keana (in-
niscarra), R Murphy (Ballinora),
Sube: C Goldon (St Finbarr's ) for M Da
Burca (in] 18), A McCarthy (Clonakilty)
for E O'Donoghue (45), E Curtin (Black-
rock for N McNabala (50) E Wigginton-
Barett (St Finbarr's) for C Keane (55), §
Hurlay (Sarsfields) for A O'Riordan {ht
at), GO hue (Bishopstown) for E
Sheschan (h-t at), A O'Sullivan (Mallow)
for C Golden (+t'e1), N McMabala for R
nl;'lﬁlf C Keano for A Sheppard (both
TIPPERARY: A Staftery; L Ryan, M Con-
nelty, P Quirke; C Guinan, M Murphy, L
Fahie; A Fahia, OO Brien; G Molonay, K
Ferncombe, A Dwyer; C Glaeson, D
Ryan, E O'Dwyer,
Subs: A Bevan for E Dwyor (45), C
Shelly for A Dwyer (inj 70), A Fitzgerald
for K Ferncombe (75),
Refereo: Dan Mckenna (Limarick),

Picture; Dan Linehan



CONCENTRATION: Cork’s Niamh Mc

.

championship final held at Kilmallock yesterday.

Cork overpower Tipp in extra-time

Munster U23 camogie
champlonship final

Cork

Tipperary
After oxtra-time

Therese O'Callaghan

The inaugural Munster U23
camogie championship trophy
went the way of resilient Cork
after extra-time in Kilmallock
vesterday.

Both sides brought great
fight to an exciting showdown,
especially Tipperary’s second-
half when they overturned a
six-point deficit to draw level
through Danielle Ryan, 0-14 to
1-11.

But inspired by the overall
display of Cloughduv's Amy
Sheppard, who registered 1-9,

3-15
0-14

and a gritty backline, it was
Ger Manley's side who pre-
vailed.

With Manlev away on train-
ing camp in Portugal with the
senior squad, it was Danny
Morrissey and his manage-
ment team that oversaw pro-
ceedings.

However, in a close contest
they couldn’t be sure of vic-
tory until Erinn Curtin and
Claudia Keane found the net
in the 80th and 84th minutes,

Cork were 0-8 to 0-4 ahead at
the interval.

Just after the restart Shep-
pard struck for goal, while
crucially ‘keeper Caoimhe
Buckley saved an effort from
Eva O'Dwyer at the other end.

Tipp were 1-8 to 0-3 behind,
but with the wind at their
backs Bill Mullaney’s side

worked their way back twice
to within a point — free-taker
Aoife Dwyer their main con-
tributor.

With five minutes to go they
drew level for the first time
through Ryvan. The same
player rescued them again at
the death.

The game was still up for
grabs after the first period of
extra-time after captain Daire
O'Brien, Ella Wigginton Bar-
rett and Sheppard pointed, 1-
14 to 0-14.

With good support from
their bench, Cork would pre-
vail, the victory made sure
with those late goals.

Scorers for Cork: A Shappard (1-9, 05
froes, 0-1 45), G Keana (1-2), E Curtin (1-
0}, D O'Brien {iree), A Cashman, E Wig-
ginton Barratt and | Sheehan (0-1 each).

Scorers for Tipporary: A Dwyer (0-7, 0-

Nabola gets in a shot on goal despite the best efforts of Tipperary’s Lily Fahie in their Munster U23 camogie

Picture: Dan Linehan

§ freas), D Ryan (0-2), A Fahie, O
O'Brien, G Moloney, K Ferncombe and
C Gleeson (0-1 each).

CORK: C Buckley; M Da Burca, L Dun-
tea, C Kingston; A O'Riordan, D O'Brien
(Capt), A Cashman; E Sheehan, E Duig-
nan; N McNabola, E ©'Donoghue, N
Olden; A Sheppard, C Keane, R Murphy.
Subs: C Golden for M De Burca (191inj), |
Shaehan for N Olden (44). A McCarthy
for E O'Donoghue (45), E Curtin for M
Mciabala (50), E Wiggonton Barrett for
C Kaane (58), A O'Sullivan for C Golden,
CODo for E Sheehan, S Hurley
for A O'Riordan (all hall-tima ET), N
McNabota for R Murphy (75), C Keane
for A Sheppard {786).

TIPPERARY: A Slattery; L Ryan, M Con-
nolly (Capt), P Quirke; C Gleeson, M
Murphy, L Fahie; A Fahie, O O'Brien; G
Moloney, K Femncombae, A Dwyer; C Gui-
nan, D Ryan, E O'Dwyer.

Subs: A Bevans for E O'Dwyer (45). C
Shally for A Dwyer (86 inj), A Fitzgerald
for K Ferncombe (70), C McCormack for
C Guinan (78 inj), E Kelly for L Fahie
(78}, E Fogarty M Murphy (ED).
Referee: Dan Mckenna (Limarick).

DISPOSSESSED: Clare’s Niamh Mulqueen loses her hurley

Camogie Championship semi-final at Zimmer Biomet Pdirc Chioség yesterday. See report Page 5

as she attempts to dispossess Cork’s Saoirse McCarthy during the Munster Senior

Picture: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile

Corl’s Ava McAuliffe is chased by Dublin's Cara Coffey duri

ng the Elec-

tric Ireland Minor Championship match between Cork and Dublin at

Castle Road.

Picture: David Creedon

Cork and Kilkenny set
todashinthe AlFireland
minor camogie final

0ld rivals Cork and Kilkenny

meet in Nowlan Park tomor-

row at 4.30pm to decide the
destination of the Electric Ire-
land All-Ireland minor camo-
gie championship title.
Kilkenny contest their first
final in four years after they
recorded a comprehensive 4-
14 to 0-8 victory over a Limer-
ick side who having topped

their group were confident of
making it to the final but Kil-

kenny had other ideas.

Kilkenny's last title was in_
2021 and they will be going all

out to bridge a four year wait.

Cork were champions in
2023 having also taken the
crown in 2022 the bid for three
in a row fell short last year but

they're back again deter-

mined as ever.

Kilkenny finished third at
the end of their group stage
matches behind Cork and Tip-
perary but a superb quarter
final performances away to a
strong Galway side saw them
book a semi-final spot with
Limerick, who they simply
brushed aside with an awe-
some display.

Cork had a battle to the fin-
ish in their semi-final meeting
with Tipperary. [n a game that
went down to the wire, they
had to dig deep to get over the
line as they overcame the
holders but showed huge
composure as they clung to a
three-point lead with Tipper-
ary pressing for a goal to take
the game to extra-time.

It was in the last minutes,
that Cork really found their
second-wind as they went at
the Tipp defence and grabbed
a goal and a point to seal 2 2-13
to 1-10 victory and a place in
the final.

Dublin's Roisin Nolan and Cork’s
iTara Goulding battle over the ball
during the Electric Ireland Minor
Championship match between

[Cork and Dublin at Castle Road.
Picture: David Creedon
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Cork and Kilkenny, having
met already in the group
stages, know each other well.
In what was a top-of-the-table
clash Cork came away with a
3-10 to 1-13 victory after tough

_battle when the sides met back
in

March.

Kilkenny will have bene-
fitted from the extra game
having had to play a quarter
final against Galwav. Emily
Phelan, Niamh Davis, Luecy
Boyd, Ona Kennedy, Rachel
Phelan. Aisling 0'Sullivan,
and Melly Conroy have been
amongst their stand out per-
formers in the campaign to
date. 3

All through this campaign,

Cork have steadily improved
and in all outings they have
shown huge workrate.

Mossy 0'Sullivan and his

management have not been'
slow to make changes in all
games and when they sitdown.
to pick their starting 15, they
will not doubt have a few
headaches such is the talentin
the squad. :

Their defence has been

superb in all outings where
Caoilainn Ryan, Laoise
Ahern, and Millie Lombard.
Ali McGrath, Saoirse Cun-
ningham and Aisling Cussen
have all performed well.

Shona Gronin, Ava McAu-

liffe, captain Rachel Murphy
have been regularly on the
score sheetalong with Cather-
ine Murphy, Jess Murphy,
Clara Murphy, Tara Goulding
and Ali Mulkerrins. ;

With just a goal separating

theside’s in their last meeting,
it will no doubt again be close.

Kilkenny will have home

advantage and with the game
once again clashing with a
huge hurling fixture between
Cork and Tipperary, the Cork
:ar.lm:mrt'|.Iiri]l-h~ta~j.llsh'::l!:'tm:nppl].T
in Nowlan Park. el

Camogie have once again
‘shot themselves in the foot
scheduling the All-Ireland
minor final in direct oppost-
tion to the big provincial hurl-
ing championship game.

~ Why not play the final on
Saturday?

Will they ever learn?

Meanwhile, a superb dis-
play from the Cork Ul6 camo-
gie team as they overcame
Tipperary by two points to
book a place in the Eir All-Ire-
land final against Galway.

In a tough battle that looked
as if it would go to extra time,
Cork with points form Steph-
anie Dwyer and Leah Hanni-
gan ran out 1-11 to I-2
winners.




Cork win Munster U23 title,

minors and Ul6sintofinals &

BY GER McCARTHY

CORK have qualified for
All-Ireland camogie minorand
U16 finals while the county’s
U23s are celebrating a Mun-
ster final success.

The Castle Road grounds
hosted Saturday's Ul6A
All-Ireland Championship
semi-final between Cork an
Kilkenny. =5

There was Carbery camogie
interest in this high-profile en-
counter with Ballinascarthy’s
Amber Bishop named at mid-
field, Barryroe's Cliona Harte
starting at centre forward and
Kilbree's Leah Me¢Carthy also.
involved.

Kilkenny were 1-1 to 0-0
ahead before the hosts got to
grips with the occasion. A Léa
Meollouin goal helped Cork
build a narrow 1-5 to 1-4 inter-
val lead.

The teams were tied 1-9
apiece heading into the clos-
ing stages. That's when Cork
dug deep to add two points
and hold off a late Kilkenny
surge before emerging 1-11 to
1-9 winners.

Cork's reward is an UI6A

Newcestown'’s Claire
Kingstonbeganat
corner back against Tipp
withEnniskeane’s Daire
O'Brienlining out at
centreback

All-Ireland Championship
final meeting with Galway
on May 3rd or 4th after the
Connacht side overcame Tip-
perary 2-9 to 0-7 in the other
semi-final.

*kk i

The Cork minors travel to
UPMC Nowlan Park for an
All-Ireland final showdown
with hosts Kilkenny on Sat-
urday.

Mossy O'Sullivan’s young
panel defeated the Cats in the
round-robin section of the
championship before over-
coming Dublin and drawing
with Tipperary. That setup a
semi-final clash with reigning
champions Tipperary at Castle
Road last weekend.

Asuperb performance high-

lighted by Tara Goulding and
Jess Murphy goals as well as
five Rachel Murphy points se-

* cureda 2-13 to 1-10 win.

On the opposite side of the
draw, Kilkenny overpowered
Limerick 4-14 to 0-8 and will
prove formidable opposition
in this weekend'’s decider. The
2025 Cork minors include En-
niskeane’s Meabh O'Brien, Val-
ley Rovers' Shona Cronin and
Kinsale's Catherine Murphy.

ke

‘The Cork U23 squad round-
ed off a positive Easter week-
end with victory over Tipper-
ary in the Munster Camogie
123 Championship decider
at Kilmallock in Limerick on
Monday.

Following a ruling passed
at Congress, in 2025 counties
with second teams could no
longer take part in the All-Ire-
land camogie intermediate or
junior championships.

That meant Cork would
have to enter anew U23 grade
instead of competing at inter-
mediate level.

Newcestown's Claire King-
ston began at corner back

against Tipp with Enni-
skeane's Daire O'Brien lining
out at centre back. Ballinas-
carthy’s Millie Condon was
picked as one of Cork’s two
midfielders. Clonakilty's Amy
MecCarthy was introduced in
the second half,

A confident Cork built a 0-8
to 0-4interval lead courtesy of
Claudia Keane, Amy Sheppard
and Avril Cashman scores.

An Amy Sheppard goal
pushed Cork 1-8 to 0-5 clear
six minutes into the second

- period. Tipperary responded

positively however, picking off
scores to level matters, 1-10 to
(-13, with six minutes to go.
Amy Sheppard scored again

but a late Tipperary equaliser:

took the Munster U23 decider
to extra-time.

Daire O'Brien, Ella Wiggin-
ton Barrett and Amy Sheppard
efforts handed Cork a three-
point lead at the final turnover.

Holding Tipp scoreless

throughout the two additional -

periods, a brace of Cork goals
from Eirinn Curtin and Clau-
dia Keane cemented the Re-
bels' 3-15 to 0-14 Munster U23
camogie final triumph.

o
=

=T ‘h?
Y %—'t":" A

=

= -\' ; ¥, A TEat] e
Kilbree's Leah McCarthy with Eadoin Collins after the
U16s qualified for the All-Ireland camogie final.

Cork:

Rebels stay in second gear en route to decider

CORK 2-22
CLARE 0-10
BY MATTHEW HURLEY

AN 18-POINT winning margin
tells you all you need to know
about this Munster senior
camogie semi-final in Ennis, as
Cork eased into the provincial
final.

A week after their 11-point
demolition of Galway in the
Division 1A league final, Cork
qualified for a second final :.:-f
the year, and also kept up their
record of not conceding a goal
yet this season.

Ger Manley's side will be fa-
vourites in the Munster final

when they face either Tipper-
ary or Waterford on Saturday,
May 10th in the same Ennis
venue.

As regards to the semi-final,
once Clodagh Finn struck a
tenth-minute goal to put the
Rebels 1-6 to O-1 up, it was over
as a contest.

Cork went into half-time with
a 1-10 to 0-3 lead as Orlaith
Cahlane, Ashling Thompson,
Emma Murphy, Hannah Loon-
ey, Amy O'Connor and the im-
perious Saoirse McCarthy all
chipped in.

Clare only scored 0-1 from
play in the opening half through
Aoife Anderson. .

Substitute Aisling Cooney
did provide a spark for the Ban-

ner off the bench with 0-4 but,
in truth, it was more of a prac-
tice game in the second spell.

Ballinascarthy's Millie Con-
don came on for O'Connor late
on and massively impressed
with 1-1, adding on to her point
she got against Galway the
previous week. Fellow replace-
ment Ava Fitzgerald scored 0-2
to seal a good day's work for
Cork.

~ Scorers
Cork: C Finn1-3;5 McCarthy 0-5
(7F);M Condon 1-1. A O'Connor D-4
(4f); O Cahalane 0-3; AFitzgerald,
E Murphy 0-2 each; A Thompson, H
Looney 0-1each,
Clare: A Cooney 0-4(36); Z Spiflane
0-3(fs); A O'Keeffe, A Andersen, A

O'Loughlin 0-1each,

Corl: A Lee; L Treacy; L Coppinger,
P Mackey; M Murphy, A Healy, M
Cahalane {captain); H Looney, A
Thompson; CHealy, S McCarthy,
E Murphy; C Finn, A O'Connor, O
Cahalane.

Subs: K Wall for CHealy (25),C
O'Sullivan for H Looney [ 35), N
O'Leary for L Coppinger (40).R
Harty for A Healy (40), A O"Meill
for CFinn (44), AFitzgerald for
EMurphy (50), M Condon for A
O'Connor (50).

Clare: R Daly, S Daly. CHehir. C
Queally; L Daly, A Walsh, D Griffin; S
O'Keeffe, CCarmody; A Andersen,
A O'Loughlin (captain), JDaly; C
Cahill, Z Splilane, ¥ Mulgqueen,
Subs: E Casey for C Cahill (ht), A
Cooney for ) Daly (29), G Carmody

s for Cats in minor final

for L Daly (40), MHanrahan for e '
Z Splllane (45), H Neylonfor N L\ b
Mulqueen (45), G Carmody for C /
Queally (49), G McMahon for C
Hehir (49); A O'Keefie for A
Andersen (51),

Referee; D O'Callaghan
(Limerick).
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that won it for Cork.
“They have a serious for
ward line, they had nine dif

(e ———— Home comfor
Paul Keane

David Maher says the pros-

pect of contesting an All-Tre- That catapulted Cork

land minor A camogie final through to an All-Ireland

on home soil was a big moti-
vation for his Kilkenny
players. ;
It'1l be Cork’s second visit
to the county in a matter _c:f
weeks, having defeated Kil-
kenny by 3-10 to 1-13 in Dun-
more to top their group.

semi-final against holders

and Limerick,
Both of those games
required road trips but it'll

Tipperary which they won beashort hop for Maher and
with six points to spare. his erew to the Kilkenny
However, Kilkenny have venue for the showpiece,
arguably been most impres- “Going up and winning in
sive since that loss to Cork, Ballinasloe against Galway
registering 10 goals in and then being away to Lim-
knockout wins over Galway  erick, it just shows the char-

acter in the group,” said Kil-
kenny manager Maher.
“They're very determined,
they're all 17 or 18-year-old
young girls but they're very
serious about their camogie,

“They come up and em-
brace training and they've
done everything that myself
and my management team

have asked of them. They'd
run through a wall for you."”

Captain Rachel Murphy
stood out for Cork in their
semi-final win over Tipp,
scoring five points from
play. When the sides met in
the group in mid-March, it
was two goals in the final
quarter from Shona Cronin

ferent scorers in their semi
final,” noted Maher.
“Rachel Murphy will tak
watching but with nine dif
ferent scorers, they ob
viously have strength ant
scoring ability in lots of dif
ferent areas,”
B Electric Ireland All-Ireland
miner A camogie final: Cork v Kil
kenny, Nowlan Park, tomorrow,
4.30pm,
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Cork’s Ally Mulkerrins takes on Caoimhe Power and Grace Brennan of

Kilkenny.

Early

Picture; INPHO/Tom Maher

goal a blow as

Cork lose to Cats in

A

Kilkenny 3-8
Cork 0-8

Heartbreak for Cork as they
lost out to Kilkenny in the
Electric Ireland All-Ireland
Minor A final at UPMC Now-
lan Park on Sunday.

An early goal put Cork on
the backfoot from the start
and it was a blow they never
really recovered from, despite
the best efforts of the likes of
Rachel Murphy, Jess Murphy,
Tara Goulding and Laoise
Ahern.

Kilkenny took the lead after
just 30 seconds when Lucy
Boyd pointed, with Ciara
0'Shea adding a second.

Three minutes in and they
went further in front as Molly
Conroy set up Niamh Davis
for the game's opening goal,
after four minutes,

Clara Murphy pointed from
a free for Cork as they trailed
by 1-2 to 0-1 with six minutes
gone.

Emily Phelan added a sec-
ond for Cork, before Murphy
wis on target again, to make it
1-2 to 0-3.

Cork then had goalkeeper
Amna Kearney to thank as she
saved superbly from Conroy
to deny Kilkenny a second
goal.

With 19 minutes gone Cork
were dealt a blow when in-
fluential midfielder Catherine
Murphy had to go off with a
shoulder injury, which lead to
a long stoppage before play re-
sumed.

Ona Kennedy pointed a free
for the Cats, with Meabh
O'Brien replying for Cork.
Emily Phelan was on target

Cork's Maebh 0'Brien in action
against Kilkenny.
Picture: INPHO/Tom Maher

Fireland Minor final

CAMOGIE

i Rory Noonan

for Kilkenny with another
Murphy free making it 1-4 to 0-

5.
Just before half time Aisling
O'Sullivan pointed to see her

‘side lead by 1-5 to 0-5 at the

break.

Another blow for Cork at
the start of the second half
when a free from Kennedy de-
eejved all and found the back
of the net for the Cats' second
goal.

She added a point before
Cork were awarded a penalty
for a foul on Tara Goulding.
Rachel Murphy took the pen-
alty but unfortunately for
Cork her effort came back off
the crossbar and the danger
was cleared.

Murphy pulled a point back
for Cork from a free as both
sides missed chances to add to
their tally,

Any chance of a Cork fight-
back were gone after 55 min-
utes when a mistake by their
defence let Phelan in for Kil-
kennyv's third goal, to make it
3-7 to 0-6.

Shona Cronin pointed from
a free for Cork and she added
another from a 45 but there
were no more than conso-
lation scores as the Cats ran
out deserving winners.

Scorers for Kilkenny: O Kennady {1-1
1), E Phelan 1-2 each, N Davis 1-0, L
Boyd, C O'Shea, A O'Sulllvan, S Shelflin
0-1 each.

Cork: Clara Murphy 0-4 1, § Cronin 0-2
(0-1 1, 0-1 45}, A Mulkerrins, M O Brien O-
1 sach.

KILKENNY: E Walon: G Power, G Bren-
nan, J Smith; C Hickay, O Kennedy, T
Aylward; R Phelan, E Doheny; L Boyd, A
OSuliivan, M Davis; E Phelan, C O'Shea,
M Conray.

Subs: S Ruana for M Conroy (43), 8 Do-
hany for T Aylward (51), S Shedflin for A
O'Sullivan (57), R Hayden for C Hickay
{58), J O'Brien for J Smith (59), R
Hayden for C O'Shea (81).

CORK: A Kearney (Blackrock); A
McGrath (Eire Og), L Ahem (Eire Og), §
Cunningham (Erin’s Ownj; M Lombard
(Ballinhassig), C Ryan (Nowtownshan-
drum), A Cussen (Ballinhassig): J
Murphy (Blackrock), Cathering Murphy
(Kinsala}; R Murphy (Ballinora), Ciara
Murphy (Eire Og), A McAulitie (Castlem-
artyr}: A Mulkerting (St Cathering’s), T
Goulding (Ballincollig), M O'Brian (En-
niskeana).

Subs: Clara Kellahar (Cloughduy) far
Catherine Murphy (19 inj), A Cottrall
{Ballinhassig) for M O'Brien (b}, S Cro-
nin (Vallay Rovers) for T Goulding (40}, S
O'Driscoll (Kilworth) for A Mulkerrins -
(58}, K O'Sullivan (Midieton) for G Kel-
lahar (59).

Referee: Hug_r Kally, Kildare.

Camogle and ladies
football _

With Cork’s senior camo-
gie team safely into the
Munster Final and cur-
rently on a warm weather
training camp in Portugal,
the focus is on the minors
who play Kilkenny in the
All-Ireland Final on 5un-
day in Nowlan Park at
4.30pm.

The sides met in the
group phase and Cork
won in Castle Road, and
impressed in beating Tip-
perary in the semi-final,
with good displays from
captain Rachel Murphy,
Ciara Murphy, Shona
Cronin, Ava McAuliffe and
Millie Lombard.

If they can repeat the
level of performance they
produced in ending Tip-
perary’s reign as champi-
ons, they will be hard to
beat. :

Cats claim
eighth title

Camogle
Kilkenny 3-8

Cork 0-8

Kilkenny now have double the
number of All-lreland minor A
camogie titles of Cork, pos-
-5essing grealer goal power
than their nearest rivals on the
roll of honour to secure ulti-
mate victory for the eighth
time, at UPMC Nowlan Park.
A lightning start and second-
half goals from Ona Kennedy
and Emily Phelan ensured
that the Cats would win a first
champianship since 2021 and
only a second in ten years.
In truth, there wasn't a whole
lotbetween the teams, butthe
Noresiders were ruthless
when provided with major op-
partunities and were de-
served victors,
Scorers for Kllkenny: O Ken-
nedy (1-11s), E Phelan 1-2
each; N Davis 1-0; L, Boyd, C
0'Shea, A O'Sullivan, S Shef-
flin 0-1 each
Scorers for Corlc: Clara
Murphy 0-4fs; S Cronin 0-2
s 1—45) A Mulkerrins, M~
O'Brien -1 each -
! Daragh O Conchiiir
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NOWAY OUT: Cork' icol Olden and delSheehan combine to tacie Tippeary'sPaa Quire nyesterd
Munster U23 camogie championship final at Kilmallock. See reportonPage4. ~ Picture: Dan Linehan
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Laura Treacy will be one of the players  Ashling Thom ': ol
Cork will look to tomorrow agai{lst ues:ﬁ'gmmﬂ:ﬂﬂ?mﬁﬁ
aterford. the moment.




No way through
Rebels' defence
in 570 minutes!

- shall not pass — that ol _
seems to be the approach mededagoalhlﬁle
of the Cork seniorcamogie  andahalf games
team that hasn't conceded a
goal since June 29th, 2024.

Incredibly, these relentless  Munster semi-final
Rebels have not leftina hammering of Clare sends
goal in their seven games Cork into the provincial
this season, which followed decidera agaunst Waterford
clean sheets against Dublin ~ on Saturday, May 10th
and Galway inthe 2024 All. in Zimmer Biomet Péirc
Ireland semi-final and final Chiosdg in Ennis.
respectively. : There’s a settled look to

Galway's Carrie Dolan the Cork defence that breeds
was the last player toscorea  confidence. It's packed full
goal agamslﬂﬂrk when she of All Stars, from guﬂllneeper
rattled the back of the net Amy Lee who has started
on the. stwke of half-time in in all seven games this year
an All-Treland group game in mPame]aMackeywho
late June last season. has played in six. Meabh

Since then Cork havenot  Murphy has been an ever
conceded a gualm nine and present this season. Six-time
a half games, oralmost 600 All-Ireland winner Laura
mintites of ; al:uon. across Treacyis ¢ one of the best in
three different competitions:  the bumuefzs “The returning
All-Ireland championship, two-time All-Star Libby
Division 1 national league Cuppmge:r whq missed
and, most recem];r Munster the 2024 chnmpmnsmp
championship. In this period, thmugh injury, bolsters the
Galway (three times), Dublin  full-back line even more.
(twice), Kilkenny, Waterford, Laura Hayes is the current
Tipperary and Clare haveall  Camogie Senior Plnjrer of
failed to raise agreen ftag the Year. Meabh Cahalane is
a.gamstthem:hels Theywon  another key defender, with
eight of those nine games, boss Ger Manley hml]ngthx:
and the one they lost to current Go:k captainasa
Galway in the league didn't "brilliant leader’ after the
matter as Cork has already Eebels 2024 All-Ireland final
qualified for the final. win. There is quality and

‘It (not conceding a goal) expeﬂence and authority in
is something that was every pus:t:un in the Cork
p:r:ked up on after the Tipp defence—and it’s why these
game, Cork captain Méabh Rebels look to be the bestin
Cahalane told this paper the business right now:
ahead of the league final win ‘It really is that defensive
(0-21 to 0-10) against Galway  core that you need to win
last month. these big games. We need

‘Amy Lee in goal and all the seores up front, no
our defenders work sohard,  doubt, but itis the work rate

“and you have the work-rate behind, : anﬂthr: work the
around our middle thirdand  girls put insince I've been
with our forwards is huge. here, Ger Manley explained
No-one can come out with after Cork’s 2024 All-Ireland
the ball easily against us,our  final triumph. :
defence starts up at number This Cork defence gives
15.1t’s helping s at the the team the platform
back because we know .. towingames,
ifwe don't concede a and allows the

goal that we have the i?]rmut;::t A
: : ; e .
fﬂma-;rds who can score £hane tf:t s

» hack- ¥’ matter. Long may
m{,ﬁ,‘fﬁ""" - that continue,
All-Ireland e
champions = b
tobeat, and Libby
hit the ground
running this

season by
winning the
Division 1A

league title

for the first

time in12

{nléiste l:hoilm sLeah Hannigan celebrates scoring a goal with Rachel
Murphy. Hannigan has impressed for the Cork U16A team en route to

the All-Ireland final.

Picture: Inpho/Laszlo Geczo

Cork U16s hopeto go
one better than minors
In AlHreland decider

For the second week inarow a
Cork camogie is in UMPC
Nowlan Park, Kilkenny for
and All-Ireland final.

Following last week's defeat
to Kilkenny in the minor de-
cider, the U16A team is bid-
ding for glory when they face
Galway today (3pm) in a bid to
be crowned Eir All-Ireland
champions.

It's Galway’s third finalina
row and they will be hoping to
banish the disappointments of
2023 and 2024 when they lost to
Cork and Limerick in two
nail-biting finals.

Since 2015 Cork and Galway
have dominated at this level
with Galway winning fourina
row between 2015 to 2018,

Cork were crowned cham-
pions in 2019 but 2020 saw
covid deny the 116 plavers an
opportanity to complete the
All-Treland championship
competition, :

Corlk bounced back to take
the title in 2021 and went on to
male it three in a row, with
the title secured in 2022 and
2023, and but for covid it could
have been four in a row.

Cork breached a 16-vear gap
in 2019 to be crowned cham-
pions and it has been a very
productive few vears with a
steady flow of players prog-
ressing through to the adult
teams.

Galway have been impres-
sive in their path to the final.

They come into today’s
clash undefeated having
topped the group with five
wins from five games,

The toughest game they had
was in the opening clash back
in February with Cork when
they edged it with two points
ta spare, 1-9 to 1-7.

They took on Tipperary in
the semi-final where they
turned in a strong perform-
ance to run out 2-9 o 0-7
winners with goals from Roi-
sin Coleman and Cara Giblin,
the vital scores that got them
over the line,

Brian Griffin and his man-
agement team know Cork will
ttest his charges to the limit.

Cork were unlucky not to
iget a result when the sides met
previously and no doubt both
teams will have improved con-
siderably since that opening
iround encounter.

In their path to the final
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Cork were tested to the limit
before they overcame Kilken-
ny in a tough semi-final battle
where they finished strong to
get over the line.

With the sides trading score
for score, extra-time loomed,
but Cork dug deep with points
from Stephanie Dwyer and
Leah Hannigan securing vie-
tory after a game where they
showed huge determination
when Kilkenny applied seri-
Ous pressure.

Cork have shown a huge
work ethie in all their games.

They move the ball guickly
and work tirelessly for each
other, their link-up play is ex-
cellent and they also have a
strong bench as has been
shown in all games to date.

Having earlier in the season
being crowned provincial
champions they recovered
from the defeat at the hand of
Galway in round one and went
on to record impressive vic-
tories over Dublin and Kilken-
n} before finishing level with

Tipperary.

They went onto defeat de-
fending champions Limerick
to book their semi-final spot
where Kilkenny tested them
to the limits.

Lea Meillouin, Rachel
Jones, Stephanie Dwyer,
Meabh Fitzgerald, Lexi Man-
ley, Lauren O'Connor, and
captain Leah Hannigan are
players who have impressed
in Cork's campaign to date.

Galway have three surviv-
ors form last year’s defeated
side.

Centre-forward Amy Kenny
continues in the same position
she held in last year's final de-
feat at the hand of Limerick.

Sinead Feeney has been lin-
ing out at midfield while Rhea
Sestak has also featured
through the campaign.

Roisin Coleman has been
their stand out player, Cara
Giblin, Grace Bergin, and Eve
Kenny have also been promi-
nent in Galway's impressive
campaign.

It one which will go right
down to the wire and don't
rule out it going to extra time
:F't Idecide the destination of the
itle,

Cork'sMaebh O'Brienis challenged by Caoimhe Power of
Killkkenny during the All-Ireland minor A camogie final.

(Photo: Tem Maher/INFHD)

Heartbreak for Rebels
in All-Ireland decider

THERE was heartbreak for Cork in the Electricrefand All-Ireland
minor A camogie final as Kilkenny scored the:goals that mattered
ina 3-8 to0-8 win at Nowlan Park on Sunday.

Therewas Carbery Interest here as Enniskeane's Magbh O'Brien
started Inattack, and scored a point, while Kinsale's Catherine
Murphy lined out in midfield, but herloss toashoulder injury inthe
first half was ablow to the Leesiders' cause. Valley Rovers' Shona

.Cranin came off the bench inthe second half and scored two
points.

This was a pillar-to-post triumph for David Maher's Kilkenny, who
scared their first goal after fivea minutes andled 1-5 1o 0-5at the
break, with ClaraMurphy (3), Ally:Mulkerrins and Maebh O'Brien
allontarget for Cork. A second Kilkenny goal at the start of the
second half pushed Kiikenny clear, and Catk hopes werghit when
Rachel Murphy's penalty thundered back off the crossbar and was

‘cleared. Kllkenny added a third goal late on to seal the win) i

Scorers for Cork were Clara Murphy (0-4f), Shona Cronin (0-2,1F,

145), Ally Mulkerrins (0-1) and Meabh O'Brien (0-1each).

'''''

haelﬂ'Mahuny with Jack Farrell
y from the Faranree Cred
i1zzy 0'Regan, Ciara 0'Sullivan and Kate Wall atthe ﬁ:r:i ;!.lalrll::l



Cara Giblin of Galway celebrates scoring a goal against Cork in the U16
All-Ireland final. Picture: Inpho/James Lawlor

Galway's firepower is
too much for Cork in
All-lreland U16 final

Galway 5-11

Cork

3-8

A superior Galway denied Cork
the All-ireland U16 Champion-
ship tile in OPMC Nowlan Park.
Cork can have few complaints
about losing to a very strong Gal-
way, who had excellent perform-
ers in all sectors, including
corner-forward Cara Giblin who
hit 3-2 and collected the Eir
Player Of the Match prize.
Despite being aided by the
strang wind in the opening hall
Cork were in trouble, down by
seven at the break.
Leah Hannigan opened the scor-
ing, but Galway quickly stamped
their authority on the game with
a Giblin goal two minutes later.
Galway opted for an extra player
in defence and closed down the
Cork attack before moving the
ball quickly forward. The pace of
Giblin, Rosin Coleman, and Amy
Kenny caused huge problems.
Lea Meillouin did edge Cork in
front after seven minutes with a
superb goal and it was level peg-
ging at 1-2 aplece at the end of
the opening quarter.
Lauren O’Connor’s superb long-
range effort had Cork back, but
Cork failed to score for the re-
mainder of the half as Galway
took over.
Kate O'Sullivan set up Galway's
second goal as she took on two
Cork defenders before passing
to Coleman who made no mis-
take. The cheering hadn't sub-
sided when Giblin rattled the net
for her second.
Giblin and Amy Kenny added
points to leave Galway leading
3-4 10 1-3 at the break leaving
Cork with it all to do.
Coleman pointed an early Gal-
way free on the restart, but Cork
responded quickly as Meillouin
gave them a glimmer of hope
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with a superb goal. Three points
in a row from Giblin, Coleman,
and Sinead Feeney restored
Galway's eight-point advantage
though.
Cork dug deep with Lexi Manley
and Sarah Kelleher pointing be-
fore the sides swapped goals in
the space of a minute through
Ciara Mullins and Cork subs
Maebh Fitzgerald.
With the wind at their backs, Gal-
way moved the ball fast inside.
Amy Kenny and Eve Kenny had
points either side of two Orla
Troy frees, but Giblin had the
final say as Galway made up for
losing last year's U16 decider.
Scorers for Galway: C Giblin 3-2, R Col-
eman 1-3, G Mullins 1-1, A Kenny 0-3, S
Feenay, E Kenny () 0-1 sach.
Cork: L Meiliouin 2-1 {0-1 1), M Fitzger-
ald 1-0, L Manloy 0-2, O Troy 0-21 each,
L O Connor, L Hannigan, S Kelleher 0-1
sach.
GALWAY: E Murray; S Counihana, L
Et:iganémbgg; B Glynn, E Burke,
an; .5 Feenay: LM i, A
Kenny, C Gibfin; R Colnmtl-n. K QO{%T:HF
van, C Muflins.
Subs: S Barry for R Colaman (49), G
Bargin for L Morgan (52), A Murray for E
Burke (54).
CORK: C Hynes (Midleton); F Ronan
(Ballyhea), R Jones (Inniscara), A Col-
oman (Sliabh Aua); M Keane (Blamay),
C Roche (Eire Og), C Hayes (St Cather-
ine's); O Tray (Newtownshandrum), G
C'Connell (Aghabullogue); S Dwyer
(Douglas), C Harte (Barryroe), L O'Con-
nor (Killeagh); L Manlay (Aghbullogue),
L Hannigan (Baliincollig, c), L Meillouin
(Inniscarra).
Subs: R O'Mah Carrigaline) for R
Jones (26), 5 Kanﬁh{eul {ﬁgﬂbu%lhgue}
for G O"Connall (28), L Ryan (Newlown-
shandrum) for 5 Dwyer (32}, R Morrison
(Douglas) for L Manlay (40), M Fitzgor-
dld (St Catherina's) for L O'Connor (42),
Gunn (Douglas) For G Hayes (42), A
Bishop (Baliin, rihy] for C Harta (54),
S Galvin QEMI&JHW L Hannigan (£0).

Referee: Liz Dompsey (Kilkenny).

Pi’;ture: Inpho/James Lawlor

Keﬁn Smith, chief finandial officer, Kearys, with Cork senior camogie

ayers Laura Hayes, Amy 0'Connor, and Meave Cahalane at the Kearys
ﬂn{ummngiejemy sponsorship announcement at Castle Road.

Picture: Howard Crowdy

L eague deciders
come Into view

Club adult and minor camogie
leagues are coming to their con-
cluding stage with dates for the
quarter, semi-finals, and finals
announced in several grades.
Senior: In senior league group
one, Sarsfields topped the group
with Eire Og second and
Cloughduv third. i
In group two, St Finbarr's topped
their group with Blackrock sec-
ond, and Inniscarra third.
The top two teams Sarsfields
and St Finbarr's go straight to
the semi-finals with Eire Og,
Blackrock, Cloughduv, and In-
niscarra advancing to the
guarter finals.
The quarter-finals will take place
on May 12,
Eire Og will be at home for their
meeting with Inniscarra; Black-
rock have a home venue for their
clash with Cloughduy, and the
winners will advance to the semi-
finals which are down for deci-
sion on May 19 with then final
down for decision on May 31.
Killeagh and Ballyhea will batile
it out in a league relegation
game on May 12 with Killeagh
having a home venue.
Premier intermediate: Ballinora
topped group 1 with Charleville

in second and Ballinhassig third.

In group two, Enniskeane were
top with Na Piarsaigh second
and Watergrashill third.

The quarter finals are down for
May 12 when Charleville have
home venue for their meeting
with Watergrashill and Na Piar-
saigh are at home to Ballinhas-

sig.
Tl?e semi-finals are on May 19
with Ballinora and Enniskeane
through awaiting the quarter fin-
als winners.

The relegation final is on May 12
with Fr O'Neill's at home against
Clonakilty.

Premier junior: The semi-finals
will see Bishopstown mest Mal-
low and Youghal play Castle-
Iyons, both on Monday with the

|
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Kevin Smith, chief finandal ofﬁcér, Kearys, with Cork senior camogie

final on May 19, The relegation
ame is on Monday between Mil-
ord and Erins Own.
Junior: Blamey and Barryroe
will meet in the final on May 25.
Second team leagues: In the
Lillie O'Sullivan league, two
teams advanced from each
group.
in group one, Cloughduv are first
with St Catherine’s second. In
group two Ballincollig are in first
place with Ballinora second.
The semi-final finals are fixed for
May 16 with Cloughduv at home
to Ballinora and Ballincollig at
home to St Catherine's.
The final is on May 23. The rel-
egation play-off between Cour-
cey Rovers and Inniscarra with
Courcey's at home is on May 186.
Aghabullogue will play Eire Ogin
the Barry O'Sullivan league final
on May 16, and in the Lily Grant
semi-finals, Bishopstown meet
Brian Dillon's and Blarney play
Sliabh Rua.
Premier minor: The semi-finals
are will be on or before May 14
when Sarsfields awaiting the
winners of the Douglas and the
Barrs.
The second semi-final is be-
tween the winners of Eire Ogand
Sliabh Rua, and Aghabullogue
and Ballinhassig.
The semi-finals will be on or be-
fore May 14 with the final on
June 17.
Minor A: There were three
groups in minor A with one team
emerging form each group.
In group ong, Castlemartyr ad-
vanced, Midleton won group
two, with St Catherine's winning
group three.
Midleton and St Catherine's will
contest the semi-final which was
down for decision last night with
the winners meeting Castlemar-
tyr in the final on Wednesday.
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players Laura Hayes, Amy 0'Connor, and Meave Cahalane at the Kearys
senior camogie jersey sponsorship announcement at Castle Road. |
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rcamogie players Amy0'Connor, Meabh Cahalane, and Laura

& =
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Cork senio

Hayes at the Kearys sponsorship presentation of the new Cork senior

camogie jersey at Castle Rd.

Cork launch new
jersey as they prepare
for Munster final

Kearys Motor Group recently
renewed its title sponsorship
of Cork Camogie for a further
three vears, from 2025-2027 in-
clusive.

This includes branding
rights for Cork county camo-
gie teams, plus an additional
investment by Kearys in the
sponsorship activation.

Since becoming title spon-
sors in 2022, Kearys Motor
Group has celebrated with
Cork Camogie as they won two
All-Ireland senior champion-
ships, bringing the O'Duffy
Cup back to Leeside in 2023
and 2024, as well as the Inter-
mediate All-Ireland cham-
pionship last year.

As part of the deal, Kearys
will sponsor the senior, U23,
junior, minor, and U16 teams,
aswellas the Ui and U14 club
championships.

Brendan Keary, CEQ of
Kearys Motor Group, said:
“We are delighted and proud
to partner with Cork Camogie
for the next three years with
this significant sponsorship
that reflects Kearys' culture,
values, inclusivity, and team
spirit.

“We recognise the value of
camogie as one of Ireland’s
leading and growing sports for
women and girls and we look
forward to continuing our
great relationship with all the
teams who compete at the hig-
hest level.”

As part of this, they
launched the new 2025 season
jersey that is now available for
sale through Cork Camogie
County Board at Castle Rd.

Speaking on behalf of
Kearys Motor Group, chief fi-
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nancial officer Kevin Smith
said: “We are thrilled with
how the new jersey looks and
wish all Cork camogie teams
the best of luck in their cham-
pionship campaigns this sea-
son.

“We are always happy to
share our latest offers with
Cork camogie members when
they are buying their next car
or van through our dealer-
ships.”

Cork Camogie chairman Pa-
draig Treacy thanked Kearys
for their ongoing sponsorship
of Cork camogie.

“They are a valued partner
and we were delighted with
the further three-year exten-
sion announced last Novem-
ber, i

“The jersey officially
launched in the last few days
is part of that," said Mr
Treacy.

“Sets are being provided for
our senior, U23, minor, and
U16 intercounty teams. All
sguads have been wearing
them of late and they are now
available for sale from the
Cork Camogie board."

He thanked Mr Keary, Mr
Smith, and communications
manager Jackie Dawson for
their ongoing support and
wished all the teams well for
their respective champion-
ships. : ;

Cork wore the new jersey in
the league final and will also
wear it in the Munster Cham-
pionship final against Water-
ford on Saturday.

At the launch of the new Cork jersey were: Kevin Smith, chief finandal
officer, Kearys Motor Group; Jackie Dawson, head of communications
at Kearys; Padraig Treacy, chairman of Cork Camogie; Ger Maniey,
senior camogie manager; and senior camogie players Laura Hayes,
Amy 0'Connor, and Meabh Cahalane. Kearys Motor Group
renewed their sponsorship of the Cork camouie teams.




f:ourcey Rovers star loving
rewarding’ Cork set-up as
Munster senior final looms

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

SAOIRSE McCarthy admits she
has found it strange not having
her Ballinspittle buddy Fiona
Keating by her side this sea-
son, butthe three-time All-Star
knows the show must go on.

Two-time All-Ireland win-
ner Keating plans to spend the
summerin America so won't be
involved in Cork’s champion-
ship adventure, and McCarthy
is still getting used to not hay-
ing her Courcey Rovers club-
mate around the inter-coun-
ty set-up. Team-mates on' the
pitch, they're close friends off
it. When they are both based
in Cork, they travel to training
together.

*We played a match together
for Courceys against Fr O'Neills
recently and we had great fun
with the puck-outs!' McCarthy
quips. ‘I miss her; I do. 1 miss
her on the pitch an awful lot,
and off the pitch too. T would
be looking around sometimes
on the pitch for her, forgetting
she's not there!

‘I didn't kinda see it at the
start of the year because I
was in Dublin (studying for a
masters in digital marketing
at Technological University
Dublin) so I was travelling by
myself, but since I am home I
am feeling it more. :

McCarthy (24) also knows
that the Cork juggernaut will
keep moving forward, given the
quality of players in the county
right now. It’s why the Rebels
are back-to-back All-Ireland
champions, won the Division
1A league title last month, and
are favourites in this Saturday’s

Munster senior camogie cham-"

pionship final against Water-
ford in The Ragg in Tipperary

{1pm throw-in). Cork currently -

have possession of all three tro-
phies that they can win: All-Ire-
land, Munster and league.
“The way the set-up is now,
life goes on, and as much as |
miss Fiona it's next player up,
as harsh as that sounds,’ adds
McCarthy, though Keating is
always just a phone call away.
‘I was asking her advice
about playing centre forward
in the last two games and she

Blackrock
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The Cark camogie seniar league
quarter-finals took place on Mon-
day and they produced two ex-
citing contests.
Blackrock and Cloughduv were
close all through with little be-
tween the sides right up to the
final whistle.
At the interval, Cloughduv held a
slander one-point lead, 1-6to 0-
8, and by the three- quarter
stage they had extended it to
four points, 1-9 to 0-8, buta
Cliona O'Callaghan goal ant_! a
point?jd HIWIEF Ryan free had
sideslevel.
Ef‘euughduv again stretched the
lead to four peints with a goal
and point, but Blackrock dug
deep and responded to run out
winners.ona 2-12 to 2-11 score-
::':]?he second quarter-final, Eire
Og overcame Inniscara on a
1-18 to 1-10 scoraline. :
It was close In the opening hal
as Eire Og led at half-time by two
points; 1-8 t0 0-9, and in the sec-
ond half the Qvens side upped
the pace to run out 1-18 to 1-10

was laughing at me!’

Cork fans can rest easy
though, as MeCarthy isn't plan-
ning a sabbatical anytime soon.
She wants to travel but feels
there’s room within the GAA
calendar to explore the world
and play inter-county camogie.
These are special times with a
special group.

You can have a life outside
camogie — it's about finding
that balance,’ the Cork star ex-
plains.

. ‘I do want to go traveling. I'll
goin the winter whenwe’re not
training, 100 percent. 1 know
Laura Hayes went to Thailand
over the winter and had a great
time, Thereis time to do it with-
in the calendar.

‘It never crossed my mind
to stap, we are privileged to be
part of something so special
at the moment. Even when [
moved up to Dublin, I saw that
— I am friends with a few girls
on the Dublin team and the
huge effort they put in and they
don't have as many trophies to
show forit.

‘Those thoughts aren’t creep-
ingin anyway, [ want to enjoy ir,
and being pait of this set-up is
rewarding initself regardless if
we win or not. [ am not going
anywhere for a while.”

The next destination for
MeCarthy, now in her seventh
season with the senior squad,
is the Munster final at The Ragg
this Saturday. This is a repeat
of last year's decider that the
Rebels won 1-16 to 0-14, and
the defending champions are
determined to stay top of the
charts in their home province.
It's Cork’s final competitive

“ game before the All-Ireland

senior championship begins on
May 24th so this is an opportu-
nity to impress.

‘Munster is really, really im-
portant for our group —it's the
last attempt players can make
to force their way into the team
for the championship,” McCar-
thy explains.

“There is a lot of shuffling
during the league and you can
solidify your place during the
Munster championship head-
ing into the summer. It'sa really
important stepping stone forus

and Eire O

winners.

The semi-finals will take place on
Monday, Sarsfields and St Fin-
barr's are also through and at
the time of going to print the
draws weren't yet made.

In the relegation game Killeagh
were too strong for Ballyhea and
will rernain senior for 2026 with
Ballyhea moving down (o pre-
mier intermediate having coma

e

St

balance

between
camogie

Saoirse McCé}tﬁy"hés
her eyessetonMunster |
glory this Saturday. |

and we use it really well.

‘Look at the competition
for places within our squad.
In every game girls come on
and want to prove they're good
enough for a position — look
at Millie Condon, she came on
against Clare and scored 1-1
in the last five minutes. That
competition for placesis huge.

‘We're lucky to have the pro-
vincial competition because
a county like Galway doesn't
have an equivalent between
the league and the champi-
onship.

‘We have such a rich his-
tory that it does come with a
little bit of pressure too. We
have only lost a handful (of
Munster championships) over
the years. It’s a chance to lay
down a marker and say we
are the best team in Munster,
and then carry that into the
championship.”

Ihe(nrirtea that played in the eir U16A All Ireland Championship ﬁl at UPMC Nowlan Park recentl.

up for 2025,
No doubt the game at the higher
grade will stand to Ballyhea as
they look forward their premier
intermediate championship
campaign in a few weeks’ time.
PREMIER INTERMEDIATE
The premier intermediate
quarter-finals also took place on
Monday when Charlaville and
Ballinhassig advanced to the

.,‘ - 'h

Sanirs'éﬁcEarthy an_d‘l%ﬁau?

Keating lift the O'Duffy Cup

togetherlast season,

McCarthy points to Cork’s
shock provincial championship
quarter-final loss to Waterford
in 2023 as an important mo-
ment in this team's journey.
That defeat stung. The Rebels
regrouped after that to win the
All-Ireland title that season,

n

semi-finals following victories
over Watergrashill and Na Piar-
saigh.

Charleville had home venue
whaere they ran out winners with
four points to spare over Water-
grashill, 1-16 to 1-12. Ballinhas-
sig fravelled to Na Plarsaigh
where waon 2-8 {o 1-4,
Enniskeane and Ballinora are
are also through to the semi-
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gaining revenge over the Déise
in the final. Tt's why McCarthy
doesn't entertain the narrative
that the provincial title is not
high on Cork’s list of priorities
— this matters to a group that
loves that winning feeling.

. *You want towin everything.

Picture; Inpho/James Lawlor

finals which will take place on
Monday.
In the relegation game on Mon-
day, Fr O'Melll's had a goal to
spare over Clonakilty to ensure
they remain in the premier inter-
mediate league for 2026 with
Glonakilty going to intermediale.
PREMIER JUNIOR
The semi-finals of the premier
junior league took place on Mon-

We want to win a crossing-
the-road race — we are a re-
ally eompetitive bunch. We
want to win every match and
every competition we're in,
adds McCarthy, as she targets
another medal to add to her
impressive collection.

g join Barrs and Sars in league semi-finals

day where Bishopstown on
home turf were too strong for
Mallow who ran out 4-11 to 1-6
winners lo book their place inthe
final where they will meet Youg-
hal, who beat Casllelyons 3-16
to 0-13.

The final is in Caslle Aoad on
Monday at a time to be confirm-

ad.

SECOND TEAM LEAGUES
The final of the Barry O'Sullivan
league was dug'to be played last
evening with Eire Og taking on
Aghabullogue,

The semi-final finals of the Lillie
O'Sullivan League were sched-
uled to take place last night with
Cloughduv at home to Ballinora
and Ballincollig at home against
St Catherine's.
The final is fixed for next Friday.
The semi-finals of the Lily Grant
Leaque were due to be played
last night when Blarney faced
meeling Sliabh Rua and Bishop-
stown took on Brian Dillon’s.
MINOR
The minor A final between Midle-
ton and Castlemartyr and tha
minar B Final featuring Bamyroe
and Bandon, were played in mid-
week and we will have updates
on both in next week's column.



Heartbreak
for Rebels

in A]l-lreland
U16A final

We round up the latest
underage news from Cork
camogie and LGFA teams

BY GER McCARTHY

IT was a disappointing week-
end for the Cork ULGA camogie
panel who lost the 2025 Eir
All-Ireland championship final
to Galway at Nowlan Park in

Kilkenny.

Having come through a
tough examination against the
Cats in the penultimate round,
hopes were high that the Rebels
could bring another camogie
trophy back to Leeside at the
expense of their Connacht op-

ponents.

Alas, 3-2 from Eir Player of
the Match Cara Giblin helped
Galway register a 5-11 to 3-8
victory. The Rebels never recov-
ered from falling seven points
behind at the short whistle.
Failing to utilise a strong wind,
the Rebels couldn't contain a
livewire Galway attack who
found the net on five occasions
todeservedly claim the trophy. .

Léa Meillouin (2-1), Méabh

Wexford
book final
date with
Kilkenny

Camogie
Cian Locke

Wexford booked a Leinster
final date with Kilkenny
when they overcame Offaly
by 3-14 to 1-16 in the semi-
final at Chadwicks Wexford
Park on Saturday.

_ The win was more com-
tortable than the final score
looked, with Wexford carv-
ing out a 3-8 to 0-8 lead with
20 minutes left,

Joanne Dillon bagged 2-3
for Wexford, with Sarah
O'Connor eontributing 1-2,

Grace Teehan shot 1-11
for Offaly, 0-9 from frees.

The Wexford win was
marred by what looked like
a serious injury to O'Con-
nor late in the first half, She
fell awkwardly and was
treated for several minutes
before being helped off the
pitch, O'Connor has already
suffered an ACL injury in
her career,

Wexford will face Kilken-
ny in the Leinster final on
May 17. The Cats overcame
Dublin by 4-11 to 2-12 in
Blanchardstown in a semi-
final overshadowed by the
skort controversy,

Aoife Prendergast fired
2-1 for Kilkenny, Sieffi
Fitzgerald bagged 1-1, and
Caoimhe Keher Murtagh
got [t{!;elr oﬂ}?r-mﬂ. .

=aipper Aisling Maher
scored 1-4 for Dubﬁin, with

Grace O'Shea scoring 1.1,

Fitzgerald (1-0), Lexi Manley,
Orla Troy (0-2 each), Lauren
(’Connor, Leah Hannigan and
Sarah Kelleher (0-1 each) were
on the Cork scoresheet.

Carbery Camogie’s Amber
Bishop (Ballinascarthy), Clio-
na Harte (Barryroe) and Leah
McCarthy (Kilbree) have been
integral members of this year’s
Cork UIGA set-up.

There was better news for the
Cork ULGE panel that won the
2025 Camogie National Devel-
opment final by easily overcom-
ing Galway last weekend. Five
Rebel goals helped Cork claim
the trophy with Carbery Camo-
gie's Breffni Kelly (Bandon) on
the panel as well as Caoimhe
Foley (Courcey Rovers) and Tara
Hennessy (Valley Rovers).
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inthe UT6A All-Ireland final at Nowian Park Kikenny.
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Cork's Cliona

(Barryroe)inaction against Kilkenny
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Kevin Smith, chief financial officer of Kearys, pictured with Cork senior camogie players Laura Hayes, Amy 0'Connor, and Meave Cahalane at the
recent Kearys senior camogie jersey sponsorship announcement at Castle Road.

- Picture: Howard Crowd

Amy 0'Connor of Cork in action against
Abby Walsh of Clare in the Munster
Senior Camogie Championship semi-
final at Zimmer Biomet Pdirc Chiosogin
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Cork's Saoirse
McCarthy and Orla Hickey
of Waterford.
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Treacy: Cork won't be going back
into the dressing-room to change

Rebels will wear shorts for
Munster final as §k0rts
controversy continues

ERANMcCAR As protests
BYKI N Ll growin the shorts

v skorts contro-
VErsy, All-Ireland
champions Cork
have signalled
that they

will line

|-Star Laura Treacy
:c::glﬂs'lt{s JI::Ll]'ua- Rebels Iwill wear
shorts for Saturday’s Munster
senior camogie final, even if
that means the provincial de-
cider will be abandoned.

out in shorts instead of the

traditional skorts in the Mun-

ster final against Waterford at

The Ragg in Tipperary (Ipm

throw=in). That could lead

‘to the game being aban-

doned, but Cork are will-

ing to make a stand, insists
Treacy.

‘It's extremely frustrat-

ing, in a sport that 1 love,

that 1 continue to

have to voice very simple con-
cerns, Treacy told The South-
ern Star. -

‘We are not looking for big
changes, we just want the asso-
ciation and the players to work
off the one hymn sheet for the
better of the sport.

'We are now in a situation
where Cork camogie will be
wearing shorts on Saturday,
and from what 1 believe Wa-
terford camogie will be wear-
ing shorts on Saturday, and it’s
about what happens after that.

‘From our perspective, and
I can only speak on behalf of
Cork camogie, we won't be go-
ing back into the dressing-room
to change. If that means the
match has to be abandoned,
seeing as we got an email from
the Munster Council, well,
that’s going to be the way it's
going to go, unfortunately.

‘We have to wait and see if
anything changes over the next
few days.'

While, according to rules,
camogie players must wear sko-

rts, players have
voiced...

Continued
onpage3




# Stephen Barry

Change in camogie, as in wider so-
ciety, can be slow to arrive.

In 1959, the Cork Camogie Board
brought a motion from the 0ld Aloysians
club seeking to modernise the traditional
uniform of gym tunics and blouses with
black full-length stockings. The proposal
concerned the introduction of (a) skirts or
(b) shorts with full or three-guarter-
length coloured stockings.

The motion received a “very mixed re-
ception” at county and provincial conven-
tions but made it to the Camogie Associ-
ation's All-Ireland Congress. It was voted
down by 16 votes to four.

Eight years later, Cork brought a mo-
tion from the South Pres clubto introduce
a kit of divided skirts, with short or long
sleeves, and knee-length stockings.
During a long debate at Congress, the
Cork delegates modified the proposal to
apply to colleges’ games only. The
amended text was beaten by two votes.

In 1960, the Cork board president sug-
gested a competition be held among
players for new uniform designs. The ad-
vent of the miniskirt was referenced as a
marker of changing times.

Whether a designer was ultimately
identified, a repeat of the original South
Pres motion was brought by Cork to Con-
gress in 1970 It was “heavily defeated”.

Following a successful Cork motion in
1971, goalkeepers and referees were per-
mitted to wear tracksuits "during games
played in inclement weather™.

The 1972 Congress proved particularly
revolutionary. On the same day that ca-
mogie's ban on members playing hockey
or foothall was revoked, the ‘uniform com-
mittee’ recommendations were accepted
by a large majority. Teams could choose
between a skirt, sports shirt, and bobby
shorts, or the traditional uniform.

Cork’s All-Ireland victory that year was
their last in gym frocks, beating a Kilken-

Cork’s Sorcha McCartan shﬁots despite the

- " g et

Cork senior camogie players trained at MTU
after the Munster senior camogie final against
Waterford was postponed over the issue with
the wearing of skorts. Picture: Eddie O'Hare

nv side wearing the new uniform in the
final.

Those wraparound skirts, fastened in
place by safety pins, were replaced by the
hybrid skorts in a September 2003 unveil-
ing. They have become increasingly un-
popular over time because of their dis-
comfort, the risk of exposure, and period
anxiety.

It's telling that players, by and large,
wear shorts to training and practice
matches.

In 2012, a proposal to allow players to
wear shorts in competition was shelved.
An internal review cited a 60/40 vote in fa-
vour of retaining skorts.

In 2018, a Clare motion to replace skorts
with shorts was overwhelmingly de-
feated. Delegates voted it down by 77 votes
to 12,

London elub Thomas McCurtains
began their ‘Shorts Not Skorts' campaign
in 2023. Their survey of 240 players found
that 82% of respondents preferred to wear
shorts than skorts when playing camogie.
Three-quarters viewed it as not reflecting
current societal standards.

They had become a relic, unfit for pur-
pose.

Motions concerning the skort did not
make the official Congress clar, being de-

b

Waterford tomorrow if the game goes ahead.

best efortsof Kilkenny's aire Phelan. McCartan willbe akey playerfor Co

ferred by 12 months to 2024.

Last spring, four counties sponsored
motions opposing the universal imposi-
tion of the skort. One of those counties,
Tipperary, reported that their 39 clubs
unanimously supported their proposal to
replace skorts with shorts. In Dublin, 34 of
their 35 senior players backed the motion.
It received just 36% of delegate votes.

The less controversial bid was to offer
players a choice of shorts or skorts. In
Westmeath, 266 players responded to a
county board poll. Of those, 78% voted in
favour of the motion.

When it came to Congress, just 45% of
delegates backed the motion. Cork were
among those to oppose it.

Even if they had got over half of the
votes, a two-thirds majority was required
to pass. By rule, the Camogie Association
explained the issue couldn’t be raised
again until 2027.

But a majority of players have had
enough. From a GPA poll of 630 inter-
county players, 83% favour the choice be-
tween shorts and skorts. The same survey
showed that seven in 10 players find
skorts uncomfortable. That's physical dis-
comfort, but there’s also the mental stress
around exposure caused by skorts. That
worry affects 65% of players,

The difference between player surveys
and delegate votes shows a clear discon-
nect. The voting patterns do not come
close to representing players’ wishes.

In some counties, the prohibition on
shorts has been set aside amid the player
revolt. Last Saturday’s Munster final
could've been a forward step if a similar
dispensation was allowed.

Instead, the Cork and Waterford squads
made a stand. Players from both sides
have spoken eloguently in favour of
choice. The postponement of the match
spurned their weeks of planning and prep-
aration with 16 hour's notice.

Tradition shouldn’t overrule player
welfare when it comes to a basic choice of
what togs feel comfortable to play in.
Plavers deserve to own that choice.

And if skort anxiety or discomfort puts
one girl off playing camogie, then that is{
the greatest failure of all.

icture: INPHO/Laszlo Geczo
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Camog

chiefs

ie
push

for skorts
change

Eoghan Cormican

Camogie Association top-
brass are instructing provin-
cial councils and county
boards to advocate for change
at next week’s Special Con-
gress for fear of the colossal
fallout if shorts are rejected
for the second time in 14
maonths.

The Irish Examiner has
learned that the highest office-
holders in the Camogie As-
sociation are pushing on the
ground for a yves vote at the
May 22 Special Congress so as
to ensure that players are
given the choice between
shorts and skorts on match-
day.
Camogie Association top-
brass did not seek to influence
the failed shorts motions at
Congress 2024, but such has
been the mass media coverage
of the recent skorts protest,
and subseguent public back-
lash, including emails sent to
officials that have been for-
warded to gardai, the message
of the past week has been to
push for change in the forth-
coming vote.

With the All-Ireland senior
championship throwing in
two days after Special Con-
gress, there are concerns as to
whether those games would
proceed if the compulsory
wearing of skorts was retained
by delegates.

Last Saturday's Cork-
Waterford Munster Senior
final was pulled at 8pm the
evening before because of ac-
ceptance among Munster and
national officials that players
would refuse to change out of
their shorts when instructed
to do so by the referee and the
unwanted spectacle this
would thus create.

The motion to allow for

Games under
protest

The Leinster senicr and inter-
mediate camogie finals will go
ahead under protest on Satur-
day, with players playing in
skorts if they are required to.
Players raquested there be no
photography or video at the
matches if skorts are enforced.
The senior panels of Kilkenny
and Wexford and intermediate
panels of Carlow and Laois
sent a joint statement yester-
day, issued by the GPA. The
players say they have been put
in an impossible position by ca-
mogie administrators. Last
weekend'’s Munster final was
postponed when Cork and
Waterford players confirmed
the would only play in shors.
This Saturday, players will
again wear shorts, but if
required by officials to change
into skorts before throw-in, they
will do so to make sure games
go ahead.

n skorts issue
both making both counties
play  aware the wearing of

choice in the matchday kit
requires 66% support at
Special Congress. To reach
two-thirds approval requires a
significant swing on the com-
prehensive rejection of the
two motions atlast year’s Con-
gress,

_Great Britain, on that occa-
sion, proposed the inclusion of
shorts as part of the mandated
playing uniform. Their mo-
tion received 45% support,
with 55% against. The Tipper-
ary motion went a step further
and called for shorts to re-
place skorts. This was soundly
beaten, with 64% against and
only 36% for.

Separately, former Camogie
Association president Joan
O’Flynn is in favour of plaver
choice and expects the motion
to receive the necessary back-
ing at next week’s Special
Congress.

“Sport, by and large, re-
flects wider social norms.
Sometimes it drives some of
those social norms. It is no
surprise then that we have got
to this stage,” O'Flynn said of
inter-county players seekinga
choice in the matchday kit.

_ “Having said that, 1 think it
ig still interesting that there is
diversity of views around
shorts and skorts. I know
there is a very strong, pre-
dominant view among the

subset of inter-county players.

That is clear.

“Informally, when vou talk
to other players, that diversity
is more evident and more
quietly articulated. I think the
way the motion is framed by
ard chombhairle speaks to that,
speaks to respecting the diver-
sity of views. That puts it in
good stead in terms of stand-
ing before Congress and that
there isn’t a one-size-fits-all
solution here, and girls and
women have the autonomy
then to make that choice as to
what suits them better at dif-
ferent times and particular
times of their playing career.”

The former president

credited Central Council for
offering a motion that at-
tempts to reconcile differ-
ences of opinion but also fa-
cilitates diversity of prefer-
ence.
“What you choose today
might be different to what you
choose in four or five years’
time. That freedom of choice
for players would be a really
positive thing should it get
voted in, and I am sure it will,”
said O'Flynn.,

“And it is interesting and
beneficial that it is not a teant-
based decision, but an individ-
ual decision. That allows
players to make that personal
choice and not feel inhibited
in terms of either choice be-
cause both are allowed."”

Meanwhile, it has yet to be
confirmed if the media will be
permitted entry tonextweek's
Special Congress.




Therese
O’Callagha

ment that eamogie is in
the spotlight for all the

Wrong reasons at the
moment,

l T IS a huge disappoint-

This weekend should have
been abm;t Cork and Water-
ford meeting in the Munster

senior final,

It should have been about
showeasing the wonderful
talent on view and the an-
ticipation that surrounds
near-neighbours going to
battle,

1t should have been about

the opportunity it gives sup-

porters to show their ap-
preciation for these super
ath]s;tes they have come to
admire over the years.
Instead, the heated debate
surrounding shorts and
skorts took centre stage and
has attracted a lot of un-
wanted attention from many

quarters,

There are some interest-
ing games down for deci-
sion this weekend once
more.

MNone more so than the
meeting of Clare and Tip-
perary in the Munster
Hurling Championship;
it's effectively a knockout
match as with just 1 point
each, the losers ambitions’
will to all intents and pur-
poses be over with 1 game
to go for both.

Munster Senior Champl-
onship Camogie Final
Cork v Waterfordon
Saturday at The Ragg,
Tipperary at Tpm

The big question here
is will this match actually
take place given the con-
troversy in relation to the
skorts/shorts issue that
was highlighted by Kilk-
enny, Dublin and Laois
over the weekend.

Cork captain Meabh
Cahalane said: “We intend
wearing shorts on Satur-
day as we feel it is some-
thing that needs to be high-
lighted; we would much
rather be focussing on the
game but this is an area
that is causing concern for
players and it needs resolv-
ing.”

The captain added: “We

are prepared for whatever
the consequences but let's
hope it won’t come 10
that. :
As for the match itself,
Meabh is paying due
respect to Waterfurc_].
“Everyone thought it
would be Tipperary but
Waterford are a very good
team and they won a
great semi-final so we are
ex

"

a tough battle.”
The Munster Champi-

T s i prtant to
onship was ImpoTtans ==

explained. “It was after
a disappointing league
{that) we got going in
Munster and went onto
win it and it gave us great
momentum for the All-Ire-
land series, and hopefully
we will get the same this
year.”

Manager Ger Manley
is fully supportive of his
players. “Ican fully under-
stand their concerns and
it’s time for leadership
from the top in the Camo-
gie Association to bring
this matter to an end.”

Ger like Meabh is very
respectful of a good
Waterford team with Mick
Boland doing a good job
after Jerry Wallis stepped
away.

“They are a good team
as they showed when
beating Tipperary, so
even with all that is going
on, we are well prepared

for what we expect will be

a tough game.”

Niamh Rockett and Beth
Carton are among their
best but Eimear O'Neill,
Lorraine Bray, Abbie
Flynn and Annie Fitzger-
ald all made important
contributions in the win
over Tipperary.

Injuries for Cork are
beginning to clear up
according to Ger. “Nearly
there now Katriona
(Mackey), Laura (Hayes)
could be available - a few
little niggles but nothing
to worry about.”

Ger was adamant that
the Munster campaign
is very important. "It is
because you get games
ahead of the All-Ireland
series; look at Galway - no
match for nearly 9 weeks,
challenge games are hard
to get as well, so on that
basis it’s a big game for us
and we want to win it.”

The recent training
camp to Portugal was also
very beneficial, “We got
a lot of work done with
great facilities and a bit of
P L R T

L1

was very good.

‘This game was originally
billed as curtain-raiser
to Clare and Tipperary
in Ennis, but now goes
ahead at ground of Tip-
perary camogie, and Ger
has no issues with the
venue. “None really; we
won there recently in the
league and are back there
again in the championship
in a few weeks so that’s
ﬁka}r."

Cork have a very good
and well balanced team
and will be warm favour-
ites to win and they
should.

It has emerged as [ pen
this article that moves are
afoot to try and resolve
the current issue and
hopefully something
will have emerged that
the game will actually go
ahead.

COnti,ove.rsy,
overshadows
camogie final

Sadly, the interest
suddenly switched to off-
field matters.

Last Saturday, the Dublin
and Kilkenny teams wore
shorts to their Leinster
semi-final and they had to
change into skorts before
being allowed to play.

This story was carried by
numercus media outlets
that afternoon, and it got far
more widespread coverage
than it would normally get.

What was quite perplex-
ing was some reports didn’'t
even mention the match re-
sult — which vou would ex-
pect to be the real story.

It's such a pity it has come
to this.

The Camogie Association
was founded in 1904, and it
should feel proud of its rich
history and the role it has
played in developing this
magnificent game to its con-
sistently high standard.

Times have moved on
though, so players should be
allowed the option to choose
between shorts or skorts.

However, the debate con-
tinued to rumble on.

Why did it take until the
11th hour to defer the fix-
ture? Buses were booked,
and arrangements had been
put in place by teams,

The fact it dragged on all
week is both exhansting and
dispiriting.

o

. Camogie in spotlight
for wrong reasons

Pupils from St Mary’s High school,
Midleton, Co Cork, all wore shorts
to school, backing the camogie
players in their stance against the
mandatory wearing of skorts.
Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Totally preventable too,

The decision should have
been made earlier, it only
made for further negative
press.

The Camogie Association
has called a special congress
for May 22, which is a posi-
tive move and one they must
be commended for, but it
must stop shooting itself in
the foot.

Being unsure a day before
a provincial final if it is
going to proceed is not good
enough.

Munster final day should
be an exhibit of all that is
good about camogie — this
one, unfortunately, got lost
in the shuffle.

There will be no chance to
see Waterford's Beth Car-
ton, a sharpshooter of the
highest standard. Nor the
dynamic Lorraine Bray and
Niamh Rockett — who are
always a joy to watch.

Then there's Abbie Flynn,
who got the winning point
four minutes into stoppage
against Tipperary in a ding-
dong semi-final.

This provincial final

. : ol - ' ' - e
On Tuesday over 1,000 U12 camogle players from across the country were

Final
postponed

Today's Munster senior
camagie final has been post-
ponedas Cork and Waterford
insistad on wearing shors,
The game had bean duatoba.
played in The Ragg in Co Tip-
perary, but will now be played
at a later date, likely following
the Special Congress vola on
May 22 on whether shorts
should be deamed permis-
sible attira,
A statement from Munster Ca-
mogla Gounell chairwoman
Christine Ryan read, "As the
committee in charge of the
Munster Champienship, we
have reviewed the situation
ragarding lomorrow's
Munster final.
“As the current camogie rules
of play are still in place and
the players have indicated
they would not be prepared 1o
play the game in skorts, the
decision has been mada to
defer the game in the bast
interests of all players and
officials involved.
“The details of the resche-
duled fixture will e released
in due course.”

John Fogarty

would have been their first
under new Déise manager
Michael Boland.

High-flying Cork in the
other corner.

So much to like.

Where does one start to
adequately describe the
league champions and back-
to-back All-Treland senior
champions who are in the
habit of producing big per-
formances?

New captain Meabh Ca-
halane leads one of the best
defensive structures in the
country. Ashling Thomp-
son's longevity of service in
midfield is second to none.

Ger Manley is spoilt for
choice when it comes to
naming his forward unit
with such remarkable dis-
plays from Saoirse
MeCarthy, Katrina Mackey,
Sorcha MeCartan, and Amy
O'Connor.

The incredible Katrina
Mackey and her twin sister
Pamela joined the senior
panel in 2009, and they con-
tinue to be top performers.

Today should have been
all about these influential
sportswomen and the inspi-
ration they are to vounger
players.

These women have
changed the game for the
better. That's what we
should be talking about —
not shorts versus skorts.

given the opportunity of a lifetime, when they got to compete at Croke Park.
Allianz welcomed under-12 teams across Ireland to Croke Park, for the Alllanz
Camadn to Croker 2025 event. Pictured Is action between Sarsfields of Galway
and 5t Vincent's Camogie Club of Cork. PHOTO: RAMSEY CARDY/SPORTSFILE



Cork senior camogie players at a training session at MTU last Saturday
week at a time they should have been heading to The Ragg, Tipperary,
for the Munster Camogie Championship final.

Let's hope the shorts v
skort debate is finally
sorted on Thursday

Next Thursday, May 22, can't
come quick enough for all in-
volved with camogie,

It's the day the special con-
gress will be held to hopefully
end all discussion around the
shorts v skort debate that has
grabbed the headlines for the
last two weeks or so,

The congress is due to take
place at Croke Park on Thurs-
day evening.

All involved, adminis-
trators and playvers, just want
to forget about it and get back
to doing what they do best:
Either plaving in or organis-
ing games.

Since the congress was an-
nounced, playvers, elubs, and
county board officers across
the country have had the op-
portunity to discuss the
matter at local level and it is
hoped that the motion, or mo-
tions, to allow players to have
the choice of wearing shorts
or a skort is passed.

That’s the key point in all
this debate: They just want a
choice.

Not one player has come out
and said they want the skort to
go. They might have express-
ed a preference to wear shorts,
but they are more than happy
for anyone who wants to wear
a skort to do so.

It's all about choice and as
one prominent player put it,
out on a camogie pitch is the
only place where someone
tells her what she has to wear.

In announcing the special
congress, the Camogie Associ-
ation said: “The special con-
gress is being called to con-
sider motion(s) to provide all
players with the choice to
wear skorts or shorts while
playing camogie.

“The decision on whether
this motion is adopted will
rest with the congress del-
egates (delegates represent all
members of the association in-

Cork senior Hmﬂgl'; thyers Meabh de Burca, Aoife Healy, and Laura

Hayes training at M

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare
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cluding, all of our players).

“The association had pro-
posed to deal with this issue at
next year's congress, but hav-
ing listened to player feed-
back, the association recog-
nises that waiting until 2026 is
not acceptable for many."

S0 on Thursday, delegates
from all counties playing ca-
mogie have the opportunity to
vote and decide whether
players have a choice or not.

The Cork plavers made it
clear the weekend before last,
when the Munster champion-
ship final was postponed, that
they were no longer talking
about the vote,

They are now concentrating
on their preparations for the
start of the All-Ireland series
on May 24, when they take on
Limerick in their first round-
robin game.

That, at the end of the day, is
what they want to be doing
and enjoy doing: Playing
games and not talking about
issues like this.

But right now nobody
knows whether this motion
will be passed or not and it is
out of the players’ hands at
this stage,

Cork, like all county boards,
will be mandated by the clubs
on what way they want them
to vote,

Most counties will most
likely be mandated in favour
of the choice, but until they
reach the required number to
see that go through on Thurs-
day night, there is no guaran-
tee,

Hopefully, it will and all can
get back to enjoying the games
and this issue will be behind
all concerned. But, most im-
portantly, let's hope the
plavers are listened to.

DC6 final at Padirc Ui Chaoimh yesterday.
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ni Chadhla from GS Mhuscari.

Sean Og 0 hAilpin presented the rewardste winning captains Sarah Ni Chinnéide and Moll

ballyheada’s Emma Reynolds is chased by Sarah Ni Chinnéide and Carla

y NiRuba from Gaelscol Mbuscran their Scath na Scol

Ballyheada's Emma Reynolds s surrounded by Sarah Ni Chinnéide and
Carla ni Chadhla from G5 Mhuscari.
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Spoiis are
shared after
epic schools’
battle

DC5 FINAL
m Barbara O'Connell
Farran NS ‘ 1-3
Killeagh NS 1-3

After the sides finished level, the eup was
shared as Farran and Killeagh girls had a
great battle in the DC5 Allianz Camogie
final yesterday at SuperValu Pairc Ui
Chaoimbh.

It was a low-scoring first halfawvith just
one point from St Fergal's Emily Shee-
han. However, it was still a good battle be-
tween the sides who had some great indi-
vidual performances.

The second half was a much more en-
tertaining contest. Farran's Isabelle
White opened the scoring with a superb
goal as she unleashed an unstoppable
shot to the roof of the net.

This was followed with a well-taken
point from Aoife O'Callaghan. Ella Heg-
arty hit over from close range to close the
gap for the Killeagh school,

At the other end, what looked to be a
ﬁ;&at save from Katie Reihill, the green

g was raised from the umpire much to

‘the joy of 8t Fergal's Ella Hegarty. With a
minute to play, Farran worked hard for
the equaliser which did come when Aoife
O'Callaghan struck overfrom a free.
Farran had another last chance to get
the winner and 0'Callaghan made no
mistake as she excellently converted

from a 45. However well into injury time

Aisling Kelly |

final yesterday in Pairc Ui Chaoimh,

and with huge excitement in the stands St

Fergal’s managed to get the final score.
Hegarty levelled the game and meant

that both schools went home with a cup.

Well done to both sides on an entertain-

ing contest.

Scorers for Farran: | White 1-0, A O'Callaghan 0-3,
Killeagh: E Hegarty 1-2, E Sheehan 0-1.

FARRAN: Katie Reihill, Cara Walsh, Maisie O'Brien,
Alsling K&Ji, Ava Power, Sophie , Aoife O'Callag-
han, Isabalia White, Clara Corcoran, CAoimhe Buckley,
Elizabeth O'Mahany, Freya Murphy, Mary Sheahan,
Ella Knowles, Clara Sheehan, Ciara Cantillon Murphy,
smmw.Emm.a‘n:!'B:inn. Emily Corkery, FAye Sheehan, Jennifer

KILLEAGH: Lily Bianka Skrzeta, Eila l-bgang.asm
Coughian Kenny, Alana O'Flynn, Emily Sheehan,
Leona Barry, Grace Murphy, Niamh Cronin, Matilda
Schemionek, Ellie Burke, Julle Mulcahy, Siofra McDon-
nall, Olivia Cantet, Hannah Burke.

Referee: Ciaran Forda

from Farran pursues Ella Hegarty of Killeagh in a chase of the slotar in their DCS

Pictures: Noel Sweeney

AKilleagh player takes her shot against Far-
ran.
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Thompson: Kilkenny

Cork and Milford camogie star
Ashling Thompson is known not
Just in Cork but all around the
country.

She has been a key player for the
Rebels camogie side for more than 10
vears and is showing no signs of
slowing down.

Thompson is well known by many
for her work and speaking out on
mental health issues as well as her
camodgie skills, making her someone
who will go down as one of the greats
of the game.

All through the Very Camogie
League this vear, she has been a
driving force for the Rebels from
midfield and played a key role as
they defeated Galway in the league
final in April.

For that, she was named Player of
the Game and is also the April
winner of The Echo Women in Sport
Award.

It is a testament to her resilience
and determination that in her mid-
30s Thompson is getting better and
better and is now probably playing
some of the best camogie of her life.

But, to be back playing at the top
level, she had to on all her men-
tal and physical strength as back in
Augusi 2022 she picked up the
dreaded ACL injury.

At that point, had Thompson
called it a day, then it would have
been perfectly understandable. She
had won every honour in the game,
including captaining Cork to All-Ire-
land glory.

But that's not her way. A ‘mere’
ACL injury wasn't going to stop
Thompson and, within a year, she
was back playing, and played a key
role for Cork as they won the All-Tre-
land title in 2023. 3

She vividly recalls when the injury
happened and when the long and
lonely road to recovery -

“Tt was August 2022, and it wasthe
first club game back after the All-Ire-
land final loss to Kilkenny," said
Thompson. “I thought the torture
was over that year after the All-Tre-
land loss but, unfortunately, two
weelks later it got worse. :

“We (Milford) were playing Na
Piarsaigh in the club championship
and I'd say it was only 10 minutes
into the pame when it happened. [ re-
ceived the ball deep in our own half
hack line and went to turn to go
through a challenge. When I turned,
my foot didn't pivot and my knee
went the opposite way.

“I'd never been seriously injured
hefore but the erack was so loud in
my head and I was screaming be-

canse 1 got such a fright. But when I

got back up onto my feet, I had no
pain atall. :

“g6 1 thought T could nearly play
on here bt I knew, because it was sa
loud that, like, there was definitely
something wrong here.

“Tdifdn't get initial swelling or any-

hing either but, once 1 woke up the
Jlowing morning, I knew and it was

-
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Millie Condon, and Ciara 0'Sullivan.

confirmed soon after.”

So began the long road to recovery,
with countless physio and gym
gessions.

But early in 2023, Cork were play-
ing Tipperary in a league game at
The Ragg. As Cork were going
through their warm-up routine on a
bitter cold day in a corner of the
piteh, Thompson eould be seen doing
her own recovery training.

She could as easily have stayed at
home and trained but chose to travel
with the team and do it there.

“It was personal choice because, in
fairness, the management always
said, ‘Do whatever's best for you in
order for you to recover and get back
on the pitch.

~ “They never expected me to be at
training two and three days a week
or at matches. Even, like; if | needed
to do something myself, I was the
priority. So it was my cwn choice to
be up there, I wanted to be part of the
group. You know, even just having
my voice, I suppose, sometimes is
gnough and, again, just getting my-
self back used to being involved with

Corlc senior camogie player Ashling Thmpsnn,hulﬁing

resents Ashling Thom

The Echo Women in Sport Awa

The Echo

Women

/
Awards

pson with Th

return was special
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rd for April, with teammates, from left, Rachel Harty, Meabh Cahalane, Saoirse McCarthy,

the group and feeling like I'm part of
it. Even though I might not be play-
ing, [ feel like when I'm there in that

environment and that atmosphere,

and even if I'm just doing a few runs
like on the pitch myself in a corner,
like to me, that's enough to feel like
I'm still invaolved and still a huge part
of the setup.

“It's a very lonely road, to be hon-
est, and I suppose it was tough, es-
pecially around that time, because
we all know how hard the winters
arein Ireland and then not to be play-
ing sport. And obviously we would
have had a few months off before
coming back in with Cork. So, veah,
it was desperately lonely, to be hon-
est, like, and the first part of your
rehab is just simple movement like
getting the flexible or mobility back
in the legs, so vou're just doing the
most basic exercises.

“Everyone was working from
home a lot, so I was pretty much in
solitary confinement, That's what 1
would compare it to. But once you get
back into the gym, I suppose you are
in an environment then where
there's people. So that's the first step
but I would say I found it very tough
from a social aspect, very hard going
back even to Cork.

“I felt socially awkward, I spoke
about it before, how awkward [ felt
going back into that environment. It
was like I was joining the team for
the first time, so mentally it is ex-
tremely challenging.”

As 2023 rolled on, Cork were get-

_ting better and better and so was

Thompson, and she could beé seen at
games up and down the sideline bur-
sting to get on to the pitch,

Her return came in the All-Treland
quarter-final against Kilkenny, a day
that was special to Thompson.

“It was nerve-wracking but it was
exciting. 1 was always of the view
that, like, I'll do whatever I'm told to
do. T always felt very confident in my
medical team, and the same with the
management, T trusted their view, I
trusted them immensely. So what-
ever was best for me and the team in
that environment, like, i5 the direc-
tion that [ took, so they trusted that [
could eome in and do my 15 minutes
for the quarter-final.

“I'just remember kind of smirking
to myself becavse | was like a child,

¥
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Pictures: Eddie 0'Hare

you know, getting that sweet for the 2
first time.

“To me, that was probably one of.
the most special days of my entire ¢+
reer but, from a colleetive, the semi-
final win over Galway was.

“1 thought, *This is the group that | ®
want to be involved with,” and it was
that semi-final, you know, it was in- =
credible. And to go on and win and =
have Amy O'Coinnor as captain, and
get her hat-trick on the day. It was
just incredible stuff, like stuff of
dreams

“It's been a constant thrill since
2022, since that ACL, and | suppose to
continue that into 2024 was really
surprising for me being 34 vears of
age, But at the same time, like, that's
why I can only be grateful for the in-
jury, because the way I've bouncei
back from it physically and mentally.

“It's made me so much stronger so
I do owe it a lot. I owe a lot to my
teammates. The group are brilliant
to be invelved in — it's once in a life-
time — and hopefully we can push on
again this year.”

They certainly pushed on in 2025
and won the Very Camogie League
title for the first time since 2013, with
Thompson playing a key role all
through, culminating in her Player
of the Game performance in the final
against Galway, ;

“It wasn't the pressure of not win-
ning it for 12 years. It was just, you
know, we wanted to attack this vear
hard again.

“Every year is just a new step. It's
a new building block and it's all
about pushing yourself that bit
further. Every All- Ireland you win,
the next one is harder.

“Sp we know we have to pick it up
another 10% if we want to get over
the line. But I don’t think it brings
pressire.

“It's all the girls in the panel that
are actually pushing us in a direec-
tion. To make ourselves that 10% so
that hopefully, you know, we'll be
there about again and that's our tar-
get — to try to win every game and
hopefully it will see us heading to
Croke Park later in the year for the@®
All-Treland final.”

“We start next Saturday agains_.t‘
Limerick and that is where our focus
is, on that game and nothing else,"@®

coneluded Thompson. =
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Scoil Bhride Crosshaven celebrate at the final whistle after their Allianz
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BeaumontGNS at SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh, yesterday.

C1 URBAN FINAL

@ Barbara O’Connell
scoil Bhride Crosshaven 4-4
Beaumont GNS 0-0

Scoil Bhride, inspired by Lucy G
Murphy, who scored three
goals, proved too strong as they
claimed the Allianz Urban C1
title with a win over Beaumont
on Tuesday at Supervalu Pairc Ui
Chaoimh.

Scoil Bhride got off to a great start,
scoring 1-1 in the opening 10 minutes.

Lucy G Murphy blasted past a
crowded box, while Juno Foran gota
lovely point,

Credit to Beaumont, who defendly
superbly and the scoreline could
have being a lot higher except for
their excellent effort and great goalk-
eeping from Pia Hogan O'Connell.

While Beaumont battled hard,
Scoil Bhride's physicality and skill
proved too difficult for them and they
found it difficult to get out of their
half which resulted in them conceed-
ing another point just before the half
when Muireann Sisk hit over a well-
taken free.

The second half was much the
same as the first with both sides batt-
ling hard, but very few scores, how-
ever it was Secoil Bhride who added
more scores with Lucy G Murphy ad-
ding two more goals to complete her

i 5 g =E B
Doireann Murphy, Scoil Bhride Cros
and Ali May Kirwan in yesterday's Elsﬁnal.
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Sciath na Scol Chorcai Urban (1 Ca

Lauren Delaney and Juno Foran, Scoil Bhride Crosshaven, lift

ogie Final victory over
Pictures: Jim Coughlan

I -
the trophies in their
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Allianz Sciath na Scol Chorcai, Urban C1 Camogie final victory against Beaumont.

hat-trick.

Two superb goals which saw her
use her physicality well before she
skipped past the Beaumont defence
on both oceasions showing skill and
composure to blast to the back of the
net.

Foran and Lauren Delaney linked
really well together in the middle of
the park for Scoil Bhride which re-
sulted in Sisk scoring her second
point of the game,

It was a well-taken point in which
she side stepped away from her oppo-
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Eabha Quigley

ks from Beaumont's

nent and slotted over.

Ava Sheehan, Lucy Ahern, Amy
Boland, Laura Lichwa, Lucy O'Reilly
and Anna Devereux all worked hard
for Beuamont, however further
scores from Foran, who added 1-1,
helped the Crosshaven school to a
comfortabe lead.

Foran showed great composure as
she blasted her shot past a crowded
box while her point sailed over from
long range. -

Huge celebrations at the final
whistle for the Crosshaven school
who overall produced a superb team
performance. - %

Credit to both teams on a sporting
and hard working game.

Scorers for Scoll Bhride Crosshaven: Lucy G
Murphy 3-0, J Foran 1-2, M Sisk 0-2.

SCOIL BHRIDE CROSSHAVEN: Heidi Moran,
Ruby Meade, Polly Anna Downing, Charlotte La-
cheiner, Lucy K Murphy, Sophia Frawley, Macl
Rae Moonan, Juno Foran, Muireann Sisk, Haylay
Buckley, Doireann Murphy, Brooke Casey, Julia
Moore, Lauren Delaney, Chioe Donoghue, Flaur
Byme, Anna Barry, Libby Casay, Clodagh Con-
cannon, Fla Cunningham, Lucy G Murphy,

Deaane.

BEAUMONT: Pia Hagan O'Connell, All May Kir-
wan, Emmi Fitzpatrick Colling, Eabha Quigley,
Amy Boland, Julie Murphy, Lucy O'Reflly, Ava
Sheahan, Encra Curtin, Lucy Ahern, Clara Jacob
McEvoy, Holly Tipping, Anna Deversux, Laura
Lichwa, Sarah Cashman, Graca Howard, Leigha
Ryan, Hollie Magle, Grace Mathews, Reagan Hat-
fernan, Hannah O'Callaghan, Aoibhe O'Malley,
Victoria Goma, Guilia Versaggl, Grace Dowling.,

Referee: Michasl Collins.
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C1 FINAL
m Barbara O'Connell
St Senan's NS, Cloghroe 2-2
GS na Duglaise 2-2

_After the game ended in a draw, both
Gaelscoil na Duglaise and St Senan’s
shared the Allianz C1 camogie title
on Tuesday at Supervalu Pairc Ui
Chaoimh.

It took five minutes of play before
the first score of the game came,
when Emily Sloman kicked the ball
ball past a crowded box and into the
P:;fdlf of the net to give St Senan’s the

Their lead was doubled a minute
later when Eile McSweeney fired a
shot from a tight angle that bounced
off the post before falling into the net.

Douglas had a great chance at the
other end when Aisling Ni Cholmain
sent a long ball in which looked like it
was going to go all the way, however
a great save from Anna Calnan de-
nied them on that occasion.

Both sides battled hard and Gales-
coil na Duglaise richly deserved their
first score of the game when vice cap-
tain Doireann Ni Charra hit over
past a crowded area.

Ava Ni Chinnseamhain added to
Douglas’ tally as she converted a ‘45
to make it 2-0 to 0-2 in favour of
Cloghroe at the break.

The Douglas school got off to a
great start in the secon half when
Anna Mae Ni Choileain fired to the
back of the net in the opening minute
closing the gap to just two points, 2-0
to 1-2.

A minute later brought scenes of
jubilation from the Douglas sup-
porters when Anna Mae Ni Choileain
saw her long range effort hit the back
of the net giving them the lead for the
first time in the game, 2-2 to 2-0.

From Cloghroe's puck out, Emily
Sloman got her second score of the
game as she struck over from long
range to bring the game back to just
one point in favour of Douglas.

With seven minutes remaining

Lily Ni Chadhla and Doireann Ni Charra, Gaelscoil na Duglaise, with Sophie Dempsey
and Ava 0'Mahony, Cloghroe, joint winners of the C1 camogie final. ~Pic: Jim Coughlan

Honours even as schools
share fitle in deadlocked final
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Ava Ni Chinnseamhain, Gaelscoil na Dug-
laise, tackles Ava 0'Mahony, Cloghroe.

Eva O'Connor levelled the game with
an excellent strike over the bar.

She almost doubled her tally but
superb defending from Marlie Ni
Charra who was excellent through-
out denied her on this occasion and
the game ended in a draw with both
sides going home happy with a
trophy apiece.

Scorers for GS na Duglaise: A Mag NiCholliedin
2.0, D Ni Charra and A Ni Chinnsgamhain 01
each, !
St Senan's: E Sloman 1-1, E McSweeney 1-0.E
O'Connor 0-1.

GS na Duglaise: Sarah Ni Ghroinin, Marlie NI
Charrra, Sarah Mic Gearaill, Emilia NI Shioda,
Lyvia Mig Canhaigh, Fia Nic Einri, Sadhbh Nic
Fhiobhui, Lily Ni Ghadhia, Bronagh Nic Einei, Doi-
reann i Charra, Aisling Ni Cholmdin, Anna Mas
i Cholledin, Maya Larsson, Ava Ni Chinnseam-
haln, Amy Ni Bhriain, Farrah Ni shtli_llnabhnlrl.
Canimhe Ni Chrualael, Rachel Ni Bhriain, Sacirse
Ni Chanchur, Isabelle Ni Chrualaol, Abigall Ni Ma-
honaigh, Ruby NI Mhaothagain, Ailbhe Ni
Chorrbui, Isabelie Nic Dhuibhne, Cacimha ic
Dochartaigh, Erica Ni Laoire, Lucy Ni Chétlleach-
air.

St Senan’s: Anna Gahalan, Holly Johnson, Ava
0'Mahony, Halle Barrett, Ista MchMahon, Kate
O'Halloran, Lucy Crowley, Leah , Sophia
Dempsey. Millis Michelson, Tess Murphy. Eile
McSwaenay, Emily Sloman, Amy O'Connall, Kee-
lin O'Farreli, Ruby Coleman, Lily Desmond Mar-
larty, Maria O' , Ruby Hennessy. Saolrse
O'Gallaghan, Eva O'Connor, Sagirse O'Callag-
han, Eva 0'Connor.

Referee: Trevor Lyons.

Doireann Ni Charra, Gaelscoil na Duglaise, gets her shot away despite the best efforts|
of Isla McMahon and Kate 0'Halloran, Cloghroe.

Picture: Jim Coughlan
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St Patrick’s Girls' National School celebrate with the cup after their

victory over Togher Girls’ School in the Urban €2 final of the Sciath na

Scol competition, held at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh.

- Pictures: Chani Anderson

St Patrick’s prove too
strong against battling
Togher GNS side

5t Patriclds GNS
Togher GNS

St Patrick’s girls proved too
strong for Togher as they
claimed the Allianz Urban G2 ca-
magie title on Wednesday at
SuperValu Péirc Ul Chagimh.
St Patrick's opened the scoring
after two minutes of play when
the impressive Lyla Ward
McCarthy buried her shot to the
roof of the nat.
Soon after, Togher got a well de-
served equaliser when their
standout player Kyra Maher Crin-
nion buried her shot past the St
Patrick's goalkeeper. Bothteams
really battled hard but St Pa-
trick’s phyicality proved to be the
key difference between the
sides.
Both teams had some fine indi-
vidual performances but collec-
tively St Patrick’'s were that little
bit stronger. .
15t Patrick’s enjoyed a lot of th
posession in this half and the
:score may have been higher
only for excellent goalkeaping
from Rachel Phillips.
St Patrick’s plled the pressure on
Togher but credit to Brocke
Kiely, Lucy O'Mahony Jodie
Hennessy and Lavinia Stoica,
who battled hard to keep:the
score down.
St Patrick’s did manage to add
another score when Ava Heaphy
hit over from close range to
make: it 1-1 to 1-0 at the break.
The second half was much the
same as the first with St Patrick’s
physicality proving to be a huge
threat for Togher.
Ava Heaphy, Lyla Ward
McCarthy and Rachel Browne
dominated most of the poses-
sion and with all three getting on
the scoreshest in this half,
Heaphy added two peints while

2-6
1-1

Rachel Browne added 1-1 and
Lyla Ward McCarthy chipped in
with a point.

Kacl Walsh also added a great
point and while Tagher added a

e

== and Sophie Kenny celebrate as they are pres-
mﬁﬂmﬁmhwing Togher Girls’ School's win in the Urban €2

'URBAN C2 FINAL
B Barbara O'Connell

late point from lzzy O'Driscoll
McCarthy, time ran out giving St
Patrick's a comfortable victory in
the end. :

Well done to both teams on a
huge effort.

Scorers for St Patrick's GNS: A
Browne and Lyla Ward f 1=1
each. A Heaphy 0-3, K Walsh 0-1.

Togher GNS: K Maher Crinndon. 1-0, |
O'Driscoli McCarthy 0-1.

ST PATRICK'S: Keyona O'Leary, Ava
Murphy, Emily Wailsh, Ava Heaphy, Sop-
hig Kenny, Kaci Walsh, Rachel Brawne,
Lyla Ward MeCarthy, Ava Reville
MeCarthy, Dina Morey, Madison Grow-
lay, Edis McLaughlin Walsh, Al Hurlay,
Emily Halpin Hurley, Emily O'Driscoll,
Miley Daly, Lorelai Martin,

TOGHER GMS: Rachasl Phillips. Lucy
Q" Mahony, Ayda Q'Connell, Maya
Boboc, Katier O'Neill, Kyra Mahar Crin-
nian, Brooke Kisly, Zofla Andrzejczak ,
Emily Murray, Emily O'Meara, Jodie
Hennessy, Ardra Bijura] Mair, |zzy O'Dris-
coll McCarthy, Sienna Ellard Punch,
Blanka Holzbechar [Pronounced Holks-
bechar], Annalize Heaphy Hackeit, Lavi-
nia Elvira Stoica.

Referee: B Bamreatt,
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St Patrick’s GNS captain Lyla
Reville McCarthy makes a catch
during the Urban C2 final at
SuperValu Pdirc Ui Chaoimh,
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final of the Allianz Sciath na Scol competition againstTogher GNSat

'superValu Péirc Ui Chacimh.

CLASS ACT: _I.il;rHi Chadhla and Doireann Ni Charra, Gaelscoil na Diiglaise, and Sophie Dempsey and Ava
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0'Mahony, Cloghroe, share the honours in the C1 camogie final at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh. Pictures: Jim Coughlan

Gaelscoil Ui
Riordain
rally to claim
final victory

DC 1 FINAL
B Barbara O'Connell
GS Ui Riordaan 1-3
Riverstown 0-4

A strong finish saw Gaelscoil Ui Riordain
claim the Allianz DG1 camogie title with a win
over Riverstown on Tuesday at Supervalu
Pairc Ul Chaoimh.
It was a low scoring first half with the sides
lgvel at the break 0-2 a plece.
Gaelscoil U Riordéin opened the scoring
when Elise Nic Eochaidh struck over from
long range.
This was cancelled out when Olivia Morris-
sey hit over a superb long range effort to put
Riverstown on the scoreboard.
A good battle was had by both teams and
Gaelscoil could have taken the lead when
Emrna Barber struck a beautiful shottowards
oal but was denied with an excellent save
om Ella Ryan, 6 e
Atthe other end, Oliva Morrissey got her sec-
ond score of the game and what a score this
was as she struck over from nearly 40 vards.
Gaelscoll equalised bafore the break when
Elise Nic Eachaldh got her secand point of
the game. e
The second half got off to a good start for Ai-
versiown as Millie Allen converted over two
muﬁful '45's giving her school a two point

Elise Nic Eochaidh closed the gap as she
added her third point of the game.
Both teams really battled hard and with two
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Joy for Gaelscoil Ui
SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh yesterday.

minutes remaining, Qrlaith Ni Chearnaigh
scored what proved to be the winning goal
as she unleashed an unstoppable shat from
long range which caused scenes of cel-
ebration as she put her school in the lead by
a point.

Credit to Riverstown, who never gave up and
had a great goal scoring opportunity late in
the game but was denied with an excellent
save from Saorla Ni Loinsigh and the game
finished giving Gaelscoil a well earned vic-
tory.

Scorers for GS Ul Riordéin: O Ni CHoarnaigh 1-0, E
Mic Eochaldh 0-3,

Riverstown: M Allen and O Morrissey 0-2 cach,

GS Ui Riordaln: Saoria NI Lainsigh, Maeabh Ni Ghiéil-
Ipachair, Olivia Ni Bhruadair, ENie Ni Dhinaigh, Emily Ni
Fhaarghail, Caoimhe Nic Chérthaigh, Ava Ni Sheas-
niin, Orlaith NI Cheamaigh, Lauren Mi hAonasa, Elise
Nic Eochaldh, Emily Ni Dhonnabhaln, Caoimhe Ni
Dhriscaoil, Sarah NI Bhriain, Emma Barbar, Leah Ni
Bhairr, Alex Ni'Mhaddin, Eva Verding, Siobhan M Shé,
Niamh Nic an Crosdin, Sacirse Ni Choinn, Isabelle Ni
Mhaoleain, Ids Méire da Bhulbh, Oraith M Choiledin,
Luisne Ni Dhralghnedin, Lella Ni Ghil, Sarah Ni Bhruas
dalr, Hazel Nl Dhubhda, Sacirse Fanneran, Otalth Pad-
argan, Jana Ni Chrataigh, Faye Nic Ghiclla Choda,
Saoirse Ni Shé, Lucia Nie Canalnn, Amy Ni hEill, Ethno
Hi Chonaill, Canimbis Ni Shiilleabhain, Maave Ni Rior-
dain, Clodagh Ni Mhidriosa, Farrah NI Bhuachdin,
Riverstown: Ella Riyan, Sophie Folay, Emily Hoaviy,
Rasia Hoaly, Fraya . Fia McDonagh, Ellio Crow-
loy, Millio Allen, @livia Marrissay, Lucy Crowioy,
Cagimhe Dosmond, Lacisa Caulfield, Gathy Murphy,
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Riorddin after their win in the Allianz Sciath na Scol Chorcai DC1 final at
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Pictures: Larry Cummins

Gaelscoil Ui Riorddin players show their de-
light after their win in the Allianz Sciath na
Scol Chorcai DC1 final yesterday.

Rachsl Forbes, Ellen Lolsk, Katia McGrath, Ella Skilling-
ton, Aoife Nyhan, Call Twomey, Allbhe Arias, Emille Gui-
ton, Emily Davies, Acise Furleng, Brooklyn O'Gorman,
Mollic Hoaly, Ellio Goodwin, Halley Hofelna, Ciara
Lynch, Magan Buckley, Hannah Bronnan, Caillin Kel-
Izher, Cacimho Long, Caoimha Mohally, Rose Daly,
Holly Radiey,

Referen: C O Mhurchu.
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Camogie Special Congress

Players can wear shorts or skorts from
today after huge majority backs motion

—--J
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Gordon Manning

president says
98% of delegates
voted for change

After 121 years, it only took the
Camogie Associationa little un-
der halfan hour tomake history
at Croke Park last night as
98 per cent of delegates at Spe-
cial Congress backed a motion
allowing players the choice of
wearing shorts or skorts.

Less than three weeks aftera
protest by the Dublin and Kilk-
enny players over the ban on
wearing shortsignited a contro-
versy on the issue, an over-
whelming majority of the 133
delegates at Croke Park voted
forchange,

The whirlwind nature of the
dispute moving from standoff
to resolution means players are
free to choose shorts or skorts
immediately.

“Weare pleased to announce
that delegates have voted by an
overwhelming majority in fa-
vour of giving players greater

choice in their playing attire,”
said Brian Molloy, president of
the Camogie Association.
“From midnight tonight
cach individual player will have
the option to wear skorts or
shorts - adding choice while
maintaining the professional-
ism and uniformity of our team
kitsin both colour and design.
“I want to sincerely thank
our incredible volunteers for
their ongoing support over the
last few weeks, and to our dele-
gates for voting on behalf of
over 120,000 members, includ-
ing 94,000 playing members,”
Molloy added,
Thein-camerameeting start-
ed at 7.20pm and media wait-
ing in aseparate room in Croke
Park were informed shortly be-
fore 8pm thata result had been
reached,
Molloysaid 98 per cent of del-

egates voted in favour of the mo-
tion with just 2 per cent going
against the proposal. The asso-
ciation added there was very lit-
tle debate in the room before
the ballot.

“I'd had conversations with
the delegate chairs, the county

‘ ‘ There was a
very strong

round of applause

as soomn as

the vote was

announced

chairs and provincial chairs
over the last couple of weeks di-
rectly and they were all very fo-
cused on engaging with their
members and taking time to
poll them,” added Molloy.

“They were very focused on
the importance of getting the
players’ voice and making sure
itwas heard.

“For alot of people that was
the focus, that was the point of
taday, just to make sure that
each one of those delegates
then came in and reflected that
inthevote,

“So, for many of them there’s
nothing to say. We had a brief
conversation, a brief chat as
you can imagine, but it’s very
positive up there [in the room],
there was a very strong round
of applause as soon as the vote
was announced,

“People are very happy
about this, people are very posi-
tive about this and the key
piece, and [ said it in the note
that I issued out to the chairs
two weeks ago 1 think at this
stage, which was that we're not

getting rid of skorts. Tens of
thousands of girls around the
country enjoy playing camooje
in skorts and tens of thousands
of girls around the country
would prefer 1o wear shorts,
and that's what we've now ena-
bled,

“We've enabled that within
our association and it's a histor-
ic day for the association be-
cause it comes into effect from
midnight. I'm delighted that
we've been able to achieve that
soquickly.”

Similar motions were defeat-
ed at Congress only last year,
though the key difference with
thischangeisthatit providesin-
dividual choice rather than a
team-specific choice,

There were two votes at last
year's Congress - Tipperary's
proposaltoreplace the skorten-
tirely with shorts was defeated

Camogie players can now wear skorts
or shorts after 98pc vote to change rule

Delegates reach
rasy decision on
controversy at

special meeting

ALANNA CUNNANE

Camogie players will have the option to
playinaskortorshorts afteramotionwas
passed overwhelmingly in favourof the
change at a special meeting yesterday.

Of the 133 delegates who voted, 98pc
were in favour of allowing players to
choose shorts if they want afterastand-
off with the Camogie Association over
what girls and women were allowed to
wear during games.

Delegates of the association from
around the countryand the world gath-
ered from 7pmat Croke Park to discuss
the proposal, which had previously been
defeated at the 2024 edition of the an-
nual congress when it failed to reach
the 66pc majority required.

While the topic has caused tension
for manyyears, it shot to prominence at
the Leinster senior camogie semi-final
between Dublinand Kilkenny on May 3.

Ahead of the game, plavers attempl-
ed towearshorts in protest at “Rule éb,
Playing Gear” in the Camogie Associ-
ation’s rulebook, which outlines thata
plaver's attire must consist of a “skirt/
skort/divided skirt".

Faced with the possibility of the game
being abandoned should they have opted
to remainin shorts, both teams returned
to the dressing room before the game,
and eventually played the match in the
mandatory skorts,

Their protest came just days after the
Gaelic Players Association (GPA) released
areport that found 70pc of camogie play-
ers they spoke to reported discomfort

Camogie Association president Brian Molloy during a media conference after the ml;gress vote. Photo: Sportsfile

while wearing skorts, while 83pc said
they “would prefer to wear shorts or
believe that players should have the
option to choose”,

The fallout continued, with the Camo-
gie Association having initially released
astatement detailing that “plaver welfare
is at the heart'of evervthing [they] do”
and that the ard chomhairle, ornational
executive, had “established a working
group to examine issues around the
comfort, fit, design and overall perfor-
mance of playing wear”,

The association also said the issue
could be raised again at the annual con-
gress - but not until next year, The situga-

tion then escalated on Wednesday, May

T,when teams from Waterford and Cork

also expressed theirintention to play in

shorts in the Munster final, which was
scheduled for May 10, and they would
refuse to change ifasked.

* However, the Munster Camogie Coun-
cil intervened, announcing the night
before the match that the game would
be deferred “in the best interests of all
players and officials involved”.

On Thursday, May 8, the Camogie
Association announced it would hold
aspecial congress at twoweeks' notice,

The meeting yesterday considered
“motion(s) to provide all players with

the choice towear skorts or shorts while
playing camogie”. ¢
While the motion put before the
congress focused on affording players
the option to choose between skorts and
shorts, there are subsequent knock-on
implications impacted by any amend-
ments to Rule éb, relating to sponsor-
ship, licensing and logos.

Camogie players mounted a high-
profile campaign in favour of relaxing
the skorts rule, with the association
coming in for significant public and
political criticism.

Itis also understood that AIB, which
sponsors both hurling and camogie

club championships, also favoured the
change.

Having passed, the rule change will
now take immediate effect, meaning
championship matches this weekend
would be the firstinwhich playerswould
have the option to choose between a
skort or shorts, assuming they are of
the same colour and design.

Camogie Association Uachtarin Brian
Molloywelcomed the decision.

“We are pleased to announce that
delegates have voted by an overwhelm-
ing majorityin favour of giving players
greater choice in their playing attire;”
he said. :

“From midnight tonight, each indi-
vidual player will have the option to
wear skorts or shorts - adding choice
while maintaining the professionalism
and uniformity of our team kits in both
colour and design.

“I'want to sincerely thank ourincred-
ible volunteers for their ongoing sup-
port over the last fewweeks, and to our
delegates for voting on behalf of over
120,000 members, including 94.000
playing members.

“As the All-Ireland Championships
begin this weekend, we ask everyone
to support their teams, drive higherat-

tendances at all upcoming games. and
help us fill Croke Park for the finals on
- August 10 :

The Gaelic Players Association (GPA)
also hailed the result, saying: “We wel-
come the result of this evening's vote.

“The GPAwould like to put on the re-
cord our admiration for camogie play-
ers across Ireland and beyond, bothat
inter-county and club level, who made
theirvoices heard to ensure thisoutcome.

“To our own membership who have
led the campaign for choice, we salute

your willingness to stand up for both
yourselves, and future generations of
camogie players. We thank the delegates
who listened to players’ call forchoice.”



