Eimear 0’Brien, 5t Catherine’s, makes a clearance against Ella Woods,

sarsfields, in the SE Systems

Championship quarter-final at Castle Rd.

Cork County Senior Camogie
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Superb team display
as St Catherine's
knock out Sarsfields

St Catherine's 2-10
Sarsfields 1-11

St Catherine's are through to
the semi-final of the SE Sys-
tems Cork Senior Camogie
Championship following their
win over Sarsfields at Castle
Rd on Saturday.

This was a superb team per-
formance for the winners,
who battled for every ball as if
their lives depended on it.
They were led by their Cork
star Laura Hayes, but plenty
of others stood out for them.
Ally Mulkerrins, Eimear
O'Brien, Aoife Hurley, and
Meabh Fitzgerald were also
outstanding.

Sars were without the Mul-
lins sisters, Orlaith and Clare,
with the former out of the
county through college and
the latter injured. Clare did
come on late in the game, but
it was ohyious that she wasn't
fully fit.

[Kate Fennessy opened the
secoring for Sars from a free
and from the restart they re-
gained possession to see Ra-
chael Roche add their second.
With eight minutes gone they
stretehed their lead further
when they were quickest to
react after the ball came back
off the post. Fennessy gained
possession and she set up
Maeve MeCarthy to find the
back of the net, to make it 1-2
o no score,

Ava Fitzgerald added an-
other point before Catherine's
ot off the mark after 13 min-
utes. Former Cork star Orla
Cotter pointed from a free,
with Ally Mulkerrins getting
their second as they started to
come more into the game,

Fennessy pointed from a
frree for Savs, after 19 minutes,
but this proved to be their last
seore of the half.

Another Cotter free reduced
the gap and when she pointed
from a 45 it was 1-4 to 0-4.

Just before half time she
scored from another free to
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Lucy Allen battles to hold possession for Sarsfields against St

Catherine's.
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put only two between them at
the break, 1-4 to 0-5.

Fennessy got the first score
of the second half, but with 33
minutes gone the sides were
level. Cotter set up Mulker-
rins to goal for Catherine's,
with Hurley adding a point fo
put them in front for the first
time, 1-6 to 1-5.

As expected Sars responded
with Fennessy scoring from
another free tolevel it.

She hit two more frees and a
45 to put her side three in front
again after 45 minutes.

Mulkerrins pulled a point
back for Catherine’s to put two
between them,

With 50 minutes gone Ca-
therine’s were awarded a pen-
alty for a foul on Fitzgerald
and Haves made no mistake,
tomake it 2-7 to 1-9.

Hurley added a point, with
Hollie Herlihy replying for
Sars. Cotter kept two between
them before Catherine's had
keeper Yvonne O'Neill to
thank when she saved
superbly to deny Lucy Allen a
goal,

Fennessy pointed from the
45 but Cotter scored from a
free in injury time to seal the
win for Catherine’'s and their
passage to the semi-final.
Searers for St Catherine’s: O Cotter D-

& (0-51, 0-1 45), A Mulkerrins 1-2, L
Hayas 1-0 pen, A Hurley 0-2.
Sarsfields: K Fennessy 0-8 (0-6 1, 0-2
45}, M McCarthy 1-0, R Roche, A Fitzger-
ald, H Herihy 0-1 each,

St CATHERINE'S: ¥ O'Nefll; F Sheshan,
C Motharway, M Murphy; C Hayes, L
Hayes, F Nevilla; E O'Brien, M O'Keefie;
T Murphy, O Cotter, A Hurley; M
O'Regan, A Mulkerring, M Fitzgerald.
Sub: C Galvin for T Murphy (57).
SARSFIELDS: M Lynch; C Lynch, S
Hurfey, L Dunlea; T Elliott, O McAllen, K
Barry: A Roche, A Fitzgerald: L Allen, H
Herlihy, ¢ O'Donovan; K Fennessy, M
MeCarhy, E Woods.

Subs: M Sheehan for L Dunlea (h), C©
Mullins for C Q'Donovan (51).

Referce: Cathal Egan, Glen Rovars,

Picture: Larry Cummins
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St Finbarr's 4-20
Killeagh 0-13

Champions St Finbarr’s advanced to
the SE Systems Senior Camogie
semi-finals with a victory over Kill-
eagh at the superb MTU venue on
Saturday.

The scoreline doesn't reflect the efforts
of a voung Killeagh, who in the opening
half went toe to toe with the Barrs and
took the game to them. St Finbarr's went
in as raging hot favourites but Killeagh
were not intimidated.

Conditions were ideal as the sides went
at it from the throw-in. Killeagh signalled
their intentions and they took the game to
the champions and opened up a two-point
lead after five minutes.

They moved the ball fast and went at the
St Finbarr's defence. Chloe Sigerson
pointed after Hannah Looney did all the
hard work and Looney added a second. Ni-
cole Olden had St Finbarr's on the score-
board but Ava Fitzgerald replied as Kill-
eagh held the lead.
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St Finbarr's Ciara Golden fires the sliotar down the field.
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Barrs pushon
into last four

= Mary Newman

Orlaith Cahalane left the Killeagh de-
fences in her wake as she rifled the net te
edge Barr’s in front on nine minutes and
twice the sides swapped points at the end
of the first quarter. The Barrs hita purple
patch and had three points in a row from
Cork star Sorcha McCartan.

Sigerson had one back but with St Fin-
barr's finishing the half impressively,
they led 1-8 to 0-8 a the interval.

Killeagh needed a good start to the sec-
ond half but it was the Blues who
stretched their lead with Keeva
MecCarthy, Kate Wall, and Cahalane on
target. Orlaith Murphy had one back for
Killeagh but with the St Finbarr's defence
now much tighter, they were finding it
hard to make headway. :

The Barrs began to find'space and Kill-
eagh were finding it hard going.

Points from Cahalane, McCarthy, and
Wall had the city side seven points in front
before McCartan finished to the net.

Picture; Chani Anderson

Killeagh's Ava Fitzgerald controls the sliotar with her foot.
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St Finbarr's Eimear Hurley celebrates after scoring her team’s fourth goal in the Senior Camogie Championship quarter-final against Killeagh.

Picture: Chanl Anderson

St Finbarr's now upped it a gear. Kill-
eagh battled to find something but it was
tough. Looney split the posts but the
Barrs kept the scoreboard ticking over be-
fore two goals from super sub Eimear
Hurley after 53 and 56 minutes wrapped
the victory.

A ruthless second half from the Barrs
but a gutsy display from the East Cork
team overall.

Scorers for St Finbarr's: § McCarntan 1-7 (041}, E Hur-
lgy 2-1, 0 Cahalane 1-2, K McCarthy, N Olden, K \Wall -
3 each, G Golden 0-1

Killeagh: G Sigarson 0-8 (0-4 fi. H Looney D-3, A
O'Regan 0-2, A Fitzgerald, O Murphy 0-1 each.

ST FINBARR'S: C Hurley; S Punch, S Daly, A O'Meill; A
Shannon, M Cahalane, G Golden; E Clden, H O'Leary,
K McCarthy, K Wall, E Wiggington-Bamatt; 0 Cahalang,
N Olden, S McCarnan.

Subs: G Cahalane for E Olden (in] 10 min}, E Hurley for
E Wiggington-Barrett (39), L O'Doncvan for A Shannon
(47), A Egan for S Daly (49).

KILLEAGH: C Lans; A Kelly-Sudds, C Barry, A Ashman;
E Brenne, N Ni Chaoimh, E Barry; L Treacy, R Sheehan
C Sigerson, H Looney, A O'Regan: T Holland, A Fitzger-
ald, O Murphy.

Subs: M O'Doncvan for E Bamy {43), 5 Keni for A Kelly-
Budds (43), 5 Beausang for T Holland (45), A Branner
for O Murphy (48). ¥

Referee: Diarmuid Kirwin (Eire Og).

Pirtira: Fhani Andarcan



Blackrock’s Maeve Coffey and Ballin

ora’s Aoife Quirlke with their eyes

on the sliotar in the air during the Senior Camogie Championship

guarter-final at MTU.
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Blackrock see off
Ballinora after
extra-time cracker
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Blackrock
Ballinora

(after extra time)

It took extra-time to separate
Blackrock and Ballinora in an
pxciting camogie quarter-final
at MTU on Saturday, before
the city side set up a meeting
with champions St Finbarr's.

There was never much be-
tween them, but Blackrock
looked like they'd done
enough with a Cliona O’Cal-
laghan’s point two minutes
into added fime.

However, it was dizallowed
by referee John Horgan, who
awarded a free following con-
solation with his umpires.

In the end, they still pre-
vailed.

Blackrock took the lead in
extra-time with Juliet
0’Keeffe and Kaitlin Hickey

points,

Ballinora hit the postwith a
Jennifer Murphy goal shot
and then points from Hayley
Ryan and O’Keeffe put the
Rockies four in front.

Rachel Murphy did narrow
it to 2-17 to 1-17, but Blackrock
were four up at the start of the
second half of extra-time be-
fore a strong Ballinera finish
gsaw them narrow the gap to
two, through Rachel Murphy
and Kate Dooley.

It took Kate O'Sullivan’s
seore to seal the Rockies' last
four spot. -

Ballinora started well and
looked lively. Rose Murphy
and Grace Kechane had early
points before Hayley Ryan
converted two Blackrock frees
and stuck from play.

Then came a brilliant Doo-
ley goal after she ontpaced her
marker and Ballinora hit the
next three points to open up a
1-5 to (-3 lead after 15 minutes.

Hickey sent a long-range
strike from play between the
post and but Dooley re-
sponded.

Ryan was busy and winning
a lot of possession for Black-
rock, clinical from frees while
their defence began to tighten
up, Blackrock drove forward
and earned frees in row which
Ryan converted.

The gap was cut to a point
six minutes before the break
and when Ryan set up Cliona
(’Callaghan to finish to the
net Blackrock hit the front,

AMichelle Murnhy added a

2-19
1-19
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Ballinora's Judy Murphy looks for
an opening as she is chased by
Blackrock's Cliona 0'Callaghan.
Picture: Chani Anderson

point and they led 1-9 to 1-6 at
half-time,

Ballinora narrowed the gap
with two Rachel Murphy
points but a Ryan goal after
good work from O’Callaghan
had Blackrock back in con-
trol, leading by four.

still, Ballinora were finding
gaps and two Murphy peints
frimmed the margin to two.

Play swung from end to end
as Blackrock clung to their
lead. Hickey split the posts
while Murphy and O'Callag-
han scored again.

Ballinora pressed and won a
penalty and a bit of hesitation
about who would take it,
Meabh Murphy's shot was
saved by Anna Kearney.

A huge boost with nine min-
utes remaining, but Ballinora
showed real character.

Rachel Murphy converted
two frees and struck the
equaliser from play on 60 min-
utes.

0'Callaghan then thought
she'd won it in added fime but
it ultimately took extra-time.
Secorers for Elackrock: H Ryan 1-10 (0-
51), C O'Callaghan 1-2, K Hickey 0-3 (0-
21), J O'Koafte 0-2, M Murphy, K O'Sulli-
van 0-1 each.

Ballinora: Rachel Murphy 0-12 (0-91, O-
1 45), K Deoley 1-3, Rosa Murphy 0-2, G
Keohane, C Dooley 0-1 each:
BLACKROCK: A Kearnsy; M Ryan, M
Cashman, L Guerin; A Hegarty, R do
Faoite, O Grimiay; K Hickey, J O'Keetta;
M Murphy, H Ryan, E Curtin; C O'Callag-
han, L Mckaogh, M Coffey.
Subs: § McCarihy for McKeogh (40}, J
Murphy for Curtin (40}, K Lyons for Guer-
In (54}, K O'Sullivan for Colfey (87).
BALLINORA: T O'Donoghue; A Con-
way, 5 O'Keetfe, J Murphy; E MoAuliffe,
M Murphy, E ODriscoll; A Quirke, Rose
Murphy; G Kechane, Rachal Murphy, K
O'Shea; C Dooley, J Mehigan, K Dooley.
Subs: M Kingston for MeAutitfe (47), J
Murphy for Mehigan (50) A Murphy for
O'Driscoll (inj T3):

Belerae: John Horgan,

Eire Og 2-13
Glen Rovers 1-14

Eire Og booked their place in the
semi-finals of the SE Systems Cork
Senior Camogie Championship,
where they will meet Blackrock, after
they defeated Glen Rovers at Castle
Rd.

This game went down to the wire with
the scoreline reading 1-13 to 1-12 in favour
of Glen Rovers. With time running out,
Isobel Sheehan set up Emily McGrath for
Eire Og’s second goal which put the Mus-
kerry side in the driving seat. Emma
Murphy replied with a point from play for
the Blackpool side, which left a single
point between the sides. Clara Murphy
pointed a free three minutes into stoppage
time for the winners.

This game was dictated by the wind,
and scoring opportunities for Eire Og
were at a premium, while the second half
was more open for both sides. Glen Rovers
outscored the Muskerry side by 11 points
to 1-5 in the second half.

The Blackpool side made the better
start as Emma Murphy slotted over a
pointed free in the game's opening min-
ute. Glen Rovers continued to have Eire

Og pinned back as Emma Murphy sent
Katie Walsh on a solo run to score the
game's opening goal and give the Black-
pool sid
Eire

a four-peint advantage.
g began to get to grips with the

S

fire Oq's Erin Healy slips past Glen Rovers’ Emily 0'Meara.
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Glen Rovers’ Emma Murphy heads goalwards and away from Ally McGrath, Eire Og, with Abbey Lynch 0'Shea providing back-up at Castle Rd.

= John Leonard

game as persistent fouling was proving to
be Glen Rovers' undoing. Clara Murphy
converted two frees to reduce the deficit to
two points. 3 '

Clara Murphy slotted over Eire Og's
first point from play, and Walsh replied
for the Blackpool side, before the Mid
Cork side began to seize the initiative. Roi-
sin Murphy and Clara Murphy each
tagged on points from play. Clara Murphy
also converted two frees as Eire Og led by
0-7 to 1-2.

Walsh responded with her second point
from play to leave the minimum between
the sides, but this was cancelled out, as
Clara Murphy added a point from play for
the Muskerry side.

Wayward shooting was proving to be
Glen Rovers' undoing in this period, but at
the other end, their net-minder Denise
Luby was pulling off some spectacular
saves. The Blackpool side's puck-outs
were also going astray, but Eire Og's shots
drifted wide of the posts.

Six minutes into stoppage time, Clara
Murphy dyilled home a goal from a free to
give Eire Og an interval lead of 1-8 to 1-3.

With the elements in Glen Rovers' fa-
vour for the second half, Emma Murphy
tagged on a point within seconds of the
restart. Clara Murphy pointed a free, be-
fore Eire Og found themselves on the back

g
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Eire Og edge
ut Rovers

foot. Emma Murphy tagged on a hat-trick
of points, including a free and Sophie
O"Sullivan also scored a point to leave the,
minimum between the sides.

Clara Murphy and Erin Healy each
added points for the Mid-Cork side. Emma
Murphy replied with a point for Glen
Rovers.

_ Persistent fouling was proving to be
Eire Og's undoing as Emma Murphy con-
verted three unanswered frees for the
Blackpool side and she also added a point
from play.

In the 57th minute, with Glen Rovers
leading 1-13 to 1-11, Clara Murphy tagged
on a point from play for the Muskerry side
to leave the minimum between the sides,
hefore the scene was set for a dramatic
final.

Scorers for Eire Og: C Murphy 5-11 [1-4 ), E McGrath
1-0, B Murphy, E Healy 0-1 each.

Glen Rovers: E Murphy 0-11 (0-4 1), K Walsh 1-2, 5
O'Sullivan 0-1.

EIRE G6: M Glassan: G Young, F Murphy, K McCarthy
E Quigley, | Sheehan, A Whelion; A McGrath, R Murphy,
C Murphy, © Ciemin, F Twahig; R Sheehan, E Sheehan,

E Healy.

Subs: E McGrath for R Sheshan, C O'Brien far Twohig
{bioth 51}, L Murphy far R Murphy (54). 5 Huichinson for
F Murphy (58).

GLEN ROVERS: D Lubyy; E O'Meara, K Falvey, G Martin;

K O'Regan, 5 Murphy, A Lynch-0'Shea; L O'Sullivan, A
Akinkualie; T McCarihy, E Murphy, | O'Meara; A Wal-
lace, K Walsh, S O'Sullivan.

Subs: K O'Halloran for Lynch-0"Shaa (40}, A O'Halloran
far Akinkuolie (48],

Reforee: Miall &'Neill (Midioton).

Eire Gg’s Allannah Whelton and Glen Rovers’ Sophie 0'Sullivan chase

Dirtitras Martin Walch
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Eire Og’s Oralith Cremin has Glen Rovers’ Sarah Murphy for company in

the Cork SE Systems Senior Camogie Championship quarter-final at

Castle Rd.

Picture: Martin Walsh

Unbeaten Ballinhassig
looking to continue

unbeaten run to semi|

The SE Systams Premier Inter-
mediate Camogie Champion-
ship semi-finals will see neigh-
bours Ballygarvan and Ballin-
hassig battling it out in Sham-
rocks GAA pitch in Shanbally
today.

The second semi-final sees
Ballincollig take on Newcestown
in Coachford {both 2pm).
Throughout this campaign Bal-

lincollig, Ballygarvan, and Ballin-

hassig have remained unbeaten,
while Newcestown lost out in
one of the group games to Bal-
linhassig.
In the quarter-final Ballincollig
had animpressive victory over Fr
O'Neill's; Ballinhassig overcame
Clonakilty; Ballygarvan defeated
Enniskeane, and Newcestown
overcame Brain Dillon's.
j Former Cork senior Eimear
O'Sullivan will spearhead the
; Ballinhassig challenge and she
will be able assisted by Mille
Lombard, Agile Cottrell, and
Geraldine Collins,
Ballygarvan will be looking for
big performances from Sarah
Ahern and Cliona O'Leary and
their exparienced captain Ca-
triona Kelly.
Newcestown have battled to
make it through to the clesing
stages.
They are without their Cork sen-
ior player Ciara O'Sullivan, who
Is qut with an injury, bul they
have fine players in Claire King-
ston, Karen O'Sullivan, and
Sarah Burrows and they will give
it everything to reach the final.
Ballincollig have been impres-
sive through the group stages
with strong performances.
Linda Dorgan continues to line
out and her experience is hugely
important to a side that aiso in-
cluded other long-time experi-
enced campaigners Leah Weste
and Elaine Casey and they will
fancy their chances of making it
to the final,
The SE Systems Intermecdiate
championship continues this
waekend with Valley Rovers
meeting Douglas.

mogie Champinnshilp at Castle Rd.
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Sarsfields take on Sliabh Rua,
and with one round to go next
weekend Sliabh Rua are top fol-
lowed by Newtownshandrum
and Ballinascarthy.

Sarsfields are in fourth and with
Valley Rovers in fifth,
Bishopstown and Aghada
booked their place in the SE Sys-
tems Premier Junior Champien-
ship final which is down to take
place on October 5.

Bishopstown overcame Tracton |

ona2-11 to 1-8 scoreline,
Tracton led by a point 0-6 to 0-5
at the interval, but a goal from
Emily O'Donoghue within two
minutes of the restart gave
Bishopstown the lead. As the
sides battled it out, little divided
them, but a strong finish saw
Bishopstown close it out with a
late goal from Maire Ni Fhirghil
consolidating their lead until full-
time.

Aghada defeated Mallow to ad-
vance; they trailed 0-6 to 0-4 at
hali-lime, but ontha resumption
Aghada took over with Ali Smith,
May Collins, Aoife Healy, and
Clare Walsh on target with
points, and a goal and a point
from Abigail Ring they were on
their way 1o the final.

I the SE Systems Junior A Ca-
magie Championship Blarney
and Youghal are through to the
semi-finals and with one game to
have been played midweelk it will
determine who goes through to
join them with Buttevant, Bride
Rovers, and St Fanahan's all in
the hunt.

Barryroe had a semi-final victory
over Kilworth to secure their
place in the SE Systems junior B
camagie final, whilst Kilbree de-
feated Nemo to make it to the
final on Oclober 5,

The SE Systems Junior C camo-
gie final goes ahead today in
Castle Rd at 1.30pm with Laoch-
ra Og taking on Castlemartyr.

Clodagh 0'Donovan in action for Sarsfield's as Ciara Hayes, St Cather-

pine’s chasesin the quarter final of the 5ESystems Cork County Senior Ca-

Picture: Larry Cummins ]

— i1
™ x KKz . .
B i = i | b G -
5t TITIr i B
0
1 g, i35
i L i
e
+ _ e E ‘ i -
T - - s
=] i iy
¥
5 TN .
- . NI
.:]_"" 4 -
o I =
3 §aas. @
R L - ¥,
TITR ==
4 B
h CACTIE KI2

Sile Golden, president Cork Camogie Board. presents The Echo’ Player-
of-the-Match award to Ava McAuliffe after Castlemartyr’s victory in the

S E Systems Junior C Camogie final

McAuliffe inspires

Castlemartyr

to Junior

championship success

Castlemartyr 1-14
Laochra Og 0-6
Castlemartyr took the S E Sys-

tems Junior C Camogie cham-
pionship title with an impressive
1-14 to 0-6 win over Laochra Og
at Castle Road.

Ava McAuliffe was named The
Echo Player of the match after an
excellent display which saw her
hit 10 points of her side's tally.
Castlemartyr held the upper
hand in the opening half and
builtupa0-11 to 0-2interval lead
with Ava MecAulifie, Ciara
O'Brien, Roisin Kelly, Lily Hayes-
Mally and Sarah Rose Cusheen
all prominent.

Whilst Darcy O'Brien and Ava
McSweeney were on target for
Laochra Og, Laochra Og worked
hard throughout the second half
but found it hard to break down
the strong Castlemartyr defence.
Darcy O'Brien, Ava O'Cannell,
Aisling O'Leary and Ava
McSweeney all added to their
tally with points, but Castlemar-
tyr put the seal on victory with a
late second half goal from Ciara
O'Brien to run out winners,
Castlemartyr will now go on to
contest a provincial competition
organised by the Kerry Camogie
Board with the Mai O'Connell
Piate due to be played in No-
vember.

BALLYGARVAN AND
BALLINCOLLIG THROUGH
TO PREMIER INTERMEDIATE
FINAL
Ballincollig and Ballygarvan are
through to the S E Systems Pre-
mier Intermediate camogie final
as they overcame Newcestown

and Ballinhassig in two close
semi-finals last weekend..

It took extra time to separale Bal-
lincollig and Newcestown after it
ended level 1-910 0-12,

Ellen Hayes-Nally and Caoimhe Mu

jtems junior C camogie trophy by Pa

gie Board after their side’s victory.
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A tight game with both sides
battling for every score.
Newcestown led at half time 0-6
to 0-2 a lead they held until the
50th minute but Ballincollig
upped the pace and momentum
swung to them. Twice, Ballincol-
lig levelled with Newcestown
wrestling back the lead in be- -
tween, but Ballincollig were res-
olute and took it to extra time
and they finished stronger with a
point a piece in either half from
Tara Goulding and Keeley
Goulding, both from play, to run
out 1-11 to 0-12 winners and
book their place in the final,
It was close all through as Bal-
lygarvan and Ballinhassig
battled for a place in the final,
Twenty minutes in the sides were
level at three points apiece.
Ballinhassig hit the front with an
Eimear Daly goal and a point
from Grace Healy.
Ballygarvan worked hard and at
the break it was 1-086 to 0-07 in
Ballinhassig's favour.
Ballinhassig had the better start
to the second half.
Eimear O'Sullivan with two
points stretched their lead but
Catriona Kelly and Rachel
O'Regan points reduced the gap
to a point.
A Molly Kellehar goal had Ballyg-
drvan two ahead but again Bal-
inhassig cut the gap with a
Grace Healy point before Ballyg-
arvan stretched it to three again,
but an Aisling Lombard goal had
the sides level going into injury
time.
Late on, Catriona Kelly pointed a
free and this edged Ballygarvan
home but not before Ballinhas-
sig had two chances sail nar-
rowly wide.

rphy are presented with the S E Sys-

draic Treacy, chairman Cork Camo-

' All-Star trailblazer

Saoirse excited for
Africa adventure

BY GER McCARTHY

AFRICA-BOUND Saoirse Mec-
Carthy is once again in the
national spotlight — nominat-
ed for a fourth PWC Camogie
All-Star and preparing for a
life-changing trip to Uganda.

The Courcey Rovers star is
among 11 Cork players short-
listed for this year's All-Stars,
and she’s also in the running for
the prestigious Senior Player of
the Year award.

Already a three-time All-Star
(2022,2023and 2024), McCar-
thy’s consistency and influence
continue to set her apart.

For the 25-year-old, the hon-
our never loses its shine.

‘[ was only going through the
list and you always pick out the
girl who's been nominated for
the first time, so 'm delighted
for Emma Murphy and I think
it’s going to be a big occasion
for her; McCarthy told The
Southern Star.

‘It's a huge achievement
for Cork to have 11 nomina-
tions, even though we lost this
year's All-Ireland final. It's a
testament to the guality of our
squad. We can go and enjoy the
evening and reflect on the year

_that has gone by. It is all about
winning and losing but, at the
end of the day, we're all in it
together. We can celebrate on
that night anyway.’

Joining McCarthy on the
Cork shortlist are Amy Lee,
Méabh Cahalane, Libby Cop-
pinger, Laura Hayes, Laura
Treacy, Ashling Thompson, Or-
laith Cahalane, Katrina Mack-
ey, and Amy O'Connor. They
will all gather at Croke Park on
Saturday, November 15th, for
the lavish awards ceremony.

Naturally, memories of the
All-Ireland defeat to Galway
will linger.

‘Losing this year's All-Ire-
land final still stings — I don't
know if it will ever
not sting, to be
honest, she ad- =
mitted. T

‘When you
lose by such a
small margin you're look-
ing at tiny, tiny details,
moments where you
could have won it. 4
It's not good for |
the health! So =
look, we'll gath- &
er ourselves up
and go again in
2026, but I don't
think the sting will
ever go away. '

Ifthe All-Stars repre-
sentrecognitionof McCa-
rthy’s sporting brilliance, her
next venture highlights her
determination to make an

impact far beyond the pitch.

In November, she will trav-

el to Uganda as part of the
A A annnal “Warriare Far

Humanity — Plant the Plane
Games’ initiative. Alongsid
50 other inter-county players
McCarthy will help plant ong
million trees across Africa
providing long-term food an
income for local communities.

‘Travelling to Africa is some
thing I have wanted to do for
years, she explained.

‘I remember seeing Ashling
Thompsonand other Cork girl:
go to Uganda over the last cou
ple of years. Fiona (Keating
and I actually signed up to de
it last year, but between going
back to complete my Master:
and the fundraising involved
it just wasn't possible. Fion:
went, but asking two girls from
the same Ballinspittle parish tc
raise €20,000 between them
would have been a hard ask
as well,

‘My Dublin roommate, Roi-
sin McCormack, also travellec
last year, I remember dropping
them off at the airport and
saying to myself, “I wish I was
going!” The year has flown by
though and the trip has come
around so quickly.

Now working full-time with
Keary's Motor Group while fin-
ishing her Masters in Digital
Marketing and Content Crea:
tionat TU Dublin, McCarthy is
balancing professional, sport-
ing and fundraising commit-
ments. Each player must raise
€10,000 for the trip, some-
thing she admirs is daunting
but worthwhile.

‘I'm fundraising at the mo-
ment—€10,000 is no mean feat
— but it should be an unbeliev-
able experience and I am really
looking forward to it,

Her fundraising efforts can
be followed and supported via
Instagram at @saoirse_mcca-
rthy24.
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Méabh Fitzgerald, St Catherine’s, is chased by Katie McCarthy, Eire g,

in the SE Systems Cork Camogie Senior Championship semi-final at

Castle Road.

Picture: Larry Cummins

St Catherine's book
their place in senior
camogie showdown

St Catherine’s 1-15
EireOg 0-11
St Catherine's booked their
place in the decider of the SE
Systems Cork Senior Camogie
Championship after they de-
feated Eire Og before a sizeable
attendance at Castle Road.

St Catherine’s have eamed
themselves a meeting with
champions St Finbarr's on Oc-
tober 12.

Scoring opportunities were ata
premium for Catherine's in the
opening quarter while Eire Og
played a mora open game.
The Imokilly side got the decisive
goal within twe minutes of the
start of the second half, where
they restricted Eire Og to five
points.

St Catherine’s Orla Cotter and
Eire Og's Clara Murphy ex-
changed pointed frees, before
Fiona Twohig gotthe game's first
score from play far the Muskerry
side.

Persistent fouling was proving
costly for Eire Og as Cotter con-
verted her second free.

Twohig and Clara Murphy slotted
over two unanswered points
from play for Eire Og to give their
side a lead of 0-4 to 0-2.

The tide turnad in St Catherine's
favour, who were aided by the el-
ements in the apening half.
Méabh Fitzgerald and Ally Mul-
kerrins got the Imokilly side’s
first two points from play, to level
matters at four peints apiece.

St Catherine's had the Muskerry
side pinned back for most of the
second quarter as two points, in-
cluding a free by Cotter and a
point by Aoife Hurley gave them
a lead of 0-7 to 0-4.

Eire Og responded with a point
by Clara O'Brien, followed by a
pointed free by Clara Murphy.
Cotter pointed her fourth free
deep into stoppage time at the

CAMOGIE

m John Leonard

end of the first half.

This left the Imokilly side leading
0-8 to 0-6 at the break.

St Catherine’s put the game
beyond Eire Og's reach within —
two minutes of the restart as Mul-
kerrins set up Hurley for the
game's opening goal. Cotter
slotted over herfifth pointed free
to stretch the margin to 1-910 0-
&, before Orlaith Cremin re-
sponded with a point from play.
Cotter converted the game's
only 45 for St Catherine's, before
Isobel Sheehan replied with a
pointed free.

Clara Murphy and Hurley ex-
changed points from play and
this was followed by Isobael
Sheshan's second pointed free
for Eire Og. = 1

In the final quarter, St Catherine's
outscarad the Muskerry side by
four points to one, with Erin
Healy getting the Muskerry
side’s only point of this period.
Niamh O'Regan got two paints
and Fitzgerald also added one.
Cottar converted her sixih free,
three minutes into stoppage
time. +
Scorers for St Catherine's: O Cotler 0
8 {0-6f, 0-1.45); A Hurley 1-2; N O'Regan.
M Fitzgerald 0-2 sach; A Mulkerrins 0-1.
Eire Bg: © Murphy 0-4 (0-21): L Sheehan
0-2f: F Twohig 0-2; C O'Brien, © Cremin,
£ Healy 0-1 each,

St Cathering's: ¥ O'Neill; F Sheehan,
Motherway, M Murphy; C Hayes, L
Hayes, F Neville; E O'Brien, M O'Keefle;
N O'Regan, O Cotter, T Murphy: M
Fitzgerald, A Mulkarring, A Hurley.
Subs: C Galvin for Mulkerrins (56, inj), L
Kanneally for F Sheshan (80+).

Eire Og: M Gleesan; K McCarihy, F
Mumphy, E McGrath; E Quighay, | Shee-
han, A Whalton: A MeGrath, R Murphy;
C Murphy, O Cremin, F Twohig; R Shoe-
han, E Sheshan, E Healy .

Subs: G O'Brien for E Sheahan (24, injl
E McGrath for R Sheehan (42), & Hen-
nessy for F Murphy {48].

Referse: Andrew Larkin (Baliyganvan).

=T =N = iy . e ey
Fiona Twohig, Eire Og, battles for possession.

Picture: Larry Cummins
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St Finbarr's 2-15
Blackrock 0-9

Champions St Finbarr's booked their
place in the SE Systems Senior Camo-
gie final after an all-city clash at MTU.

Blackrock battled for every ball and
were well in contention in the opening
half, but once the holders found their
rhythm, they were the better side.

Sorcha MeCartan was superb with 1-8,
1-4 from play. She was a constant threat
up front. Kate Wall worked hard and won
a lot of ball.

The Barrs’ movement and awareness
off the ball was excellent. McCartan, in
particular, eaused headaches for the
Blackrock defence with her awareness.

A close opening half with both sides de-
ploying an extra player in defence, en-
sured both attacks had to work hard. They
were level on three oceasions inside the
opening guarter and both looked nervous,
hitting five wides apiece.

Havley Ryan’s free three minutes in
had Blackrock on the scoreboard. Barrs
had two wides before McCartan settled
them with a free.

Aishling Shannon and Ryan swapped
before Juliet 0'Keeffe edged Blackrock
ahead. The Barrs were the busier of the
two defenices coming under a lot of press-
ure, but with Meabh Cahalane marshal-

0'Neill give chase,

Kate Wall, 5t finban"s, in action aga-i-r-'nst Bla:kmlt atthe_ Sen(amngie Champi

Barrs ease their
way into decider

Michelle Murphy in action for Blackrock as Aisling Shannon and Aoife

i

m Mary Newman

ling a strong unit, they held their
COMpPOSIre.

Wall and McCartan were deep at times
to help relieve the pressure. Michelle
Murphy and 0'Keeffe were winning good
possession for Blackrock but they failed to
stretch their advantage.

MeCartan hit three without reply. one
from play. The favourites began to open
up. Twice they saw goal chances go wide
but they finished the half strongly with
points from MeCartan and Nicole Olden
to lead 0-7 to 0-3,

Blackrock needed a good start to the
second half, but it was 5t Finbarr’s who
got it, Hannah O'Leary seored before the
opening goal in a move that was started in
defence. Grainne Cahalane found Keeva
MeCarthy who off-loaded to McCartan
and she made no mistake.

With plenty of possession in the middle
third and a good supply, Orlaith Cahalane
was always a threat with her turn of pace.
MeCarthy and Cahalane kept the score-
board teking for the Barrs,

Blackrock were still working hard,
Ryan converted a free and Maeve Coffey
had one from play, but with MeCarthy

Picture: Larry Cummins

onship sembﬁnal at MTU.
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and McCartan picking off points, nine
separated the sides at the end of the third
quarter.

O’ Keeffe split the posts and the Rockies
came close to a goal. However, the sliotar
was scrambled to safety.

MeCartan and Kaitlin Hickey swapped
scores, but guick as a flash, the Barrs had
the ball in the net again.

Cahalane outpaced her marker and
found McCartan, who sent a precision
pass to Ella Wigginton-Barrett to finish to
the net.

Blackrock did have a goal chance hit the
upright with seconds remaining, but the
champions were well on their way to the
final.

Scorars for 5t Finbarr's: 5 McCanan 1-8 (0-4 1), K
WcCanhy 0-3, E Wiggington-Barrett 10, A Shannon, N
Olden, H O'Leary, O Cahalana 0-1 each,

Blackrock: H Ryan 0-4 (0-3 1), J O'Keaffe 0-2, M Coffey,
5 McCarthy, K Hickey 0-1 each.

ST FINBARR'S: C Hurley; S Punch, S Daly, A O'Neill; G
Cahalana, M Cahalane, C Golden; E Olden, A Shannon,
H O'Laary, K Wall, K McCarthy: O Cahalane, N Qlden, S
McCanan,

Subs: E Hurtoey for E Oldan (38), E Wiggington-Barratt
for 4 Diden [45), A Egan fer S Daly (48], L O'Donovan
for H O'Leary (54), K Cahalang for A O'Neill (57).
BLACKROCK: A Kearnay; A Hegarty, M Ryan, M Gash-
man; L Guerin, R de Faolte, O Grimlay; K Hickey, J
O'Keeffe: M Coffey, H Ryan, M Murphy: E Gurtin, L
McKeogh, G O'Callaghan.

Subs: J Mutphy for L Guarin (37), S MeCarlhy for L
McKaogh (37), A O°Farrell far E Curtin {48), K O'Sullivan
for M Cotfes {55).

Referee: Cathal Egan (Glen Aovers).

Hayley Ryan scores the opening point at MTU. Picture: Larry Cummins
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Eimear O'Brien

Ally Mulkerrins

Niamh 0'Regan Roife Hurley Orlaith Cahalane Nicole Olden Hannah 0’ Leary

26. Roife 0’ Connor
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19.
20.

Chloe Draper (Capt)
Méabh Fitzgerald
Teegan Murphy

Sophia 0'Sullivan
Caoimhe Galvin (Vice Capr)
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. Amy 0'Connell
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Gillian Fitzgerald
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. Farrah Geasley

. Natasha Varian

27. Elizabeth Dillon
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29. Alex Moynihan
30, CaraD'Neill

DylanByrne
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Paul Harte
Cliodhna Sargent

Shane Mulkerrins Brian 0'Sullivan
Marian McCarthy

Anthony 0’ Neill

Pat Clancy
Irene Kenneally
Colm Burke

John 0'Meara (Medic)

Graeme Browne
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Ballygarvan goalkeeper Sarah Aveme breaks from Ballincollig's Olivia
0'Leary during the Cork intermediate camogie final. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Ballygarvan level late
against Ballincollig to
set up final replay

Ballincollig 0-10
Ballygarvan 0-10

Ballincollig and Ballygarvan
will have to do it all again as
their SE Systems Premier In-
termediate Championship
final ended all sguare a%
Castle Rd on Saturday.

In the end, it was probably 2
fair result, with the sides level
on five occasions in the firsi
half and once early in the sec-
ond half, before Ballygarvam
scored late on through Cliona
O’Leary to see it gotoa replay.

(O'Leary played in Rachel
O'Regan to open the scoring
for Ballygarvan, with Tara
Crowley adding a second to in-
crease their lead. Ballincolliz
got off the mark in the ninth
minute, when Leah Weste
played in Sorcha McCarthy to
split the posts.

From the restart, Weste re-
gained possession and this
time she set up Olivia O’Leary
to level it at 0-2 each.

The Village side took the
lead in the 12th minute, when
Tara Goulding was on target,
before Molly Kelleher had the
sides level for the third time, G-
3 each.

Elle Kelleher put Ballygar-
van in front and Hayley Swee-
ney put two between the sides.

Back came Ballincollig,
with Goulding narrowing the
gap and in the 29th minute
MecCarthy had the sides level
again, 0-5 each,

A free from Catriona Kelly
put Ballygarvan back in front,
but just before half time Bal-
lincollig’s Keeley Goulding
scored from a free to see them
level at the break, 0-6 each.

Catriona Kelly put Ballve-
arvan in front early in the sec-
ond half, but with 34 minutes
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gone they were level again,
this time McCarthy levelling
for Ballincollig.

The Village then enjoyed
their best spell, with a Keeley
Goulding free putting them
back in front. She hit a second
to increase their lead, to make
it 0-9 to 0-7 with 41 minutes
played.

Two minutes later and
Linda Dorgan split the posts
for Ballincollig, but this
proved to be their last score.

Kelly narrowed the gap and
she hit another free with four
minutes to go to put one be-
tween them, 0-10 to 0-9.

All of Ballvgarvan's second-
half scores were from placed
balls and O'Leary levelled in
the closing stages.

Both sides had chances to
snatch a winner, but a draw
was the fairest result as they
get to do it all again next wee-
kend.

Scarers for Balllncollig: K Goulding (0-
2 1), S MeCarthy 0-3 each, T Goulding 0-
2, 0 O'Leary, L Dergan 0-1 each,
Ballygarvan: C Kolly 0-4 f, € O'Leary {f),
R O'Regan, T Crowley, M Kallehar, E Kel-
leher, H Sweenay 0-1 each.
BALLINCOLLIG: A Hartnatt; A Cotter, M
Haaly, C O'Sullivan; O Keating, L Weste,
E Hickey; K Goulding, A Scanlon; S
Haaly, N O'Brien, O O'Leary; S
McCarthy, L Dorgan, T Goulding.

Suha: L Collins for N O'Brien, B Cunniife
for O O'Leary (bath 49).
BALLYGARVAN: 5 Aharn; § Lyons, K
Dornay, SJ Brady; A Bowen, E O'Regan,
L Casey; C O'Leary, E Kellahar; R
©'Regan, G Kelly, M Buckley, T Crowlay,
M Kelleher, H Swaenay.

Subs: E far E Kelleher (48), SA
O'Hallgran for 5 Lyons (53]

Referee: Cathal Egan, Glan Rovers.

)

)Balfincollig's Linda Dorgan is tackled by Ballygarvan’s Amy Bowen.

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

St Finbarr's 0-15
St Catherine’s 0-9

St Finbarr's made it back-to-back SE
Systems Senior Camogie titles with
six points to spare over St Cather-
ine’s after a tough final at MTU on
Sunday.

The Barrs were made fight hard for it
by Catherine’s, who turned in a magnifi-
cent second-half display. They pinned the
favourites in and narrowed the gap to just
one point, but the Blues rallied and wore
them down in the fourth quarter.

The underdogs will look back and rue
their 15 wides struck over the hour. They
looked nervous in the opening half and
allowed St Finbarr's rule proceedings, but
their second-half display was one of spirit
and passion.

Barrs led by six points at the interval, 0-
9 to 0-3, but St Catherine’s were guilty of
hitting 10 wides in that period as they
squandered some good scoring chances.
Their opponents were much sharper with
just two wides as they availed of almost
every opportunity.

Inside 21 seconds, Orlaith Cahalane had
St Finbarr's in front. Keeva McCarthy
added their second point before Aoife
Hurley opened St Catherine’s account
from play.

Catherine's were winning possession,
but were wasteful and with Sorcha
MeCartan (2), Orlaith Cahalane and Kate
Wall clinical at the other end the gap was

S
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from Mary Newman.

St Finbarr's celebrate their win against St Catherine’s, at MU Stadium.

Barrs retain their
camogie crown in a
hard fought victory

Sorcha McCartan, 5t. Finbarr’s, receives The Echo Player of the Match

ot o e

@ Mary Newman

five points.

St Catherine's had a goal chance go nar-
rowly wide before Sorcha McCartan
stretched the Barrs' lead to six points with
a free. The East Cork side then hit three
wides in a row as they continued to press
but couldn’t make it count.

Twice the sides swapped points. 5t Ca-
therine's were beginning to settle,

Ali Mulkerrins fired over two points
while Orlaith Cahalane and Nicole Olden
had one each for St Finbarr's. Olden's ef-
fort was a magnificent strike from a tight
angle to send them to the dressing rooms
six in front, 0-9 to 0-3.

Catherine’s came out for the second
half full of fire. Niamh O'Regan had a
point inside 20 seconds of the restart.

Olden responded but the Barrs were
now on the back foot with Cork star Laura
Hayes driving her side on.

Catherine’s were winning possession
all over the field and it took a good save
from Barrs keeper Ciara Hurley to deny
Aoife Hurley a goal. They kept pushing
and now in the driving seat they hit five
points without reply as they held Barrs
scoreless for 14 minutes.

Three points from Orla Cotter and one
each from Laura Hayes and Aoife Hurley
had just a peint between the sides.

Oiden steadied the Barrs' nerves with a
point and with McCartan moving out
around the middle, they got a grip on pos-

el
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session and began to rally.

She hit a long-range point to edge the
Barrs three ahead and boosted by this
score, they pushed for more,

MeCartan converted a long free and
while St Catherine's were battling to find
aresponse, St Finbarr's defence held firm.

Kate Wall pointed from play to push the
margin to four. With the full-time whistle
looming, the Barrs earned a free which
McCartan sent between the posts to en-
sure the title was retained.

With a six-point contribution, McCar-
tan was named The Eche Player of the
Match.

Special mention must go to the Cahal-
ane sisters, who helped Eire Og to their
first senior ladies football title on Satur-
day in the replay against Aghada, before
securing the camogie silverware again a
day later.

Secorers for St Finbarr's: S McCartan 0-6 (0-4 1), N

Olden, O Cahalane 0-3 each, K Wall 0-2, K McCarthy O-
1.

St Catherine’s: O Cotter 0-3 {0-1 45), A Mulkarmins, A
Hurley 0-2 each, L Hayes, N O'Regan 0-1 each,

ST FINBARR'S: C Hurley; 5 Punch, S Daly, G Cahal-
ang; A O'Neill, M Cahalane, C Golden; E Olden, A Shan-
rion: S McCartan, K Wall, K McCarthy: O Gahalane, N
Oldan, H O'Leary.

Subs: E Hurlay for H O'Leary (37), L O'Dongvan for E
Cldon (40), E Wiggington-Barralt for N Oldan (38), A
Egan for G Cahalane (58],

ST CATHERINE'S: Y O'Meill; M Murphy, C Matharway,
C Hayos; F Sheehan, L Hayes, F Novife; E O'Bran, M
O Koafle: A Hurbey, O Cotter, M Fitzgerald; N O'Ragan, A
Mulkerrins, T Murphy.

Sub: SM Clancy for F Shoeehan (46]).
Referee: Diarmuid Kirwin (Eire Og).

.....

Stephanie Punch, St Finbarr’s captain, with Padraig Treacy, chairper
son Cork Camogie and Lord Mayor Clir Fergal Dennehy.

Picture; Jim Coughlar



Rita 0'Brien and Niamh Whelton present the Lily Grant Junior Camogie
Championship trophy to Aghabullogue captain Diane Dennehy.

Aghabullogue hang on
against Midletontotake
home junior trophy

Aghabullogue 2-10
Midleton 1-7

Aghabullogue took the Lily
Grant Junior camogie cham-
pionship title as they over-
came Midleton in Castle Road
recently.

The sides were evenly
matched in the opening half
and it was Aghabullogue that
held a two-point lead at half
time, thanks to Cork UlB
player Lexi Manley, who hit
all of her side's opening half
| SCOTES.

Amy 0'Connell hit a goal
;and two points for Midleton,

and with Aoise Woods adding
two points and one from Leah
Griffin; they were in touch all
,through.
The sides battled hard
[throughout the second half,
crucially, for Aghabullogue,
they added a second goal
thanks to Cornelia Buckley.

The Midleton defence li-
mited Lexi Manley to two
points and with Siebhan
Murphy adding one, Aghabul-
logue held on to theirlead.

Gabrielle Smith and Roisin
MecManus had second half
Midleton points, but they were
unable to breach the gap as
Aghabullogue ran out
winners.

Scorers for Aghabuliogue: L Maniey 1-

&, ¢ Bucklay 1-0, S Murphy 0-1.
Midieton: A ©'Conneall 1-2, A Woods 0-
2. L Griffin, G Smith, R McManus 0-1
each.

Inniscarra 1-7
Barryroe 1-7

The Premier 1 Ul4 cham-
pionship camogie final ended
all square in Castle Road.

RBarryroe led by two points,
1-6 to 0-7 at the break, a Kate
Collins goal giving them the

In'a low seoring second half,

HinElny wsL
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Harte, The Echo’ Player of the Match in the SE Systems Junior B
Camogie Championship final, with Mary Newman.

with only one score for either
side, play swung from end to
end, Aine Harte edged Innisc-
arra in front with a goal, but
Barryroe replied with a
Megan O’Regan point to en-
sure it finished level.

THREE FINALS THIS WEEKS

The SE Systems Lilly 0’Sul-
livan Junior camogie final
gets a busy weekend of adult
finals off to a start today in
Castle Road at 1pm when Glen
Rovers and ora meet.

Glen Rovers had to go to
extra, extra time to get the
upper hand on Ballincollig,
whilst Ballinora had a point to
spare over Cloughduv.

At 4pm, it's the SE Systems
Junior A Camogie final with
Blarney, who overcame But-
tevant to reach the decider,
taking on a Youghal side, who
avercame Bride Rovers.

Tomorrow, in the SE Sys-
tems Intermediate Camogie
final Sliabh Rua meet Ballin-
asearthy at 4pm.

UNDERAGE FINALS

The juvenile board have a
weekend of underage finals as
championships reach their
conclusion.

Today, Saturday, in the Uld
B2 final Crosshaven and Glen
Rovers meet in Castle Road at

10.30am.

In the U4 B2 final for sec-
ond teams, Carrigaline 2 play
Bride Rovers 2 in Na Piarsaigh
at 1.30pm and at 3.30pm in
Brinney, Sarsfields 2 meet
Eire Og 2 in the Ul6 B2 final
for second teams.

Tomorrow, at 10.30am in
Castle Road, Douglas 2 meet
Valley Rovers 2 in the U1l6 B2
“a" final for second teams.
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Ballinascarthy captain Moira Bamett is presented with the intermedi-
ate camogie championship cup by Padraic Treacy after her side’s victory

over Sliabh Rua

Ballinascarthy add an
intermediate title to
2024's junior success

Ballinascarthy 3-7
Sliabh Rua 1-9
One vear on from winning the

SE Systems Premier Junior
Camogie Championship Bal-
linasearthy were crowned SE
Systems Intermediate County
Camogie champions when
they overcame Sliabh Rua at
Castle Road on Sunday last.
Despite the deluge of rain

‘all day Saturday, the Cork ca-

mogie grounds was in impec-
cable order and with ideal

,overheaﬂ condition it made

for a fast-flowing contest.
From the start Ballinas-

'-:arth},r showed huge drive and

determination and they had
opened up a nine point lead by
the end of the first quarter as
they put Sliabh Rua under
huge pressure.

Moira Barrett had the game
opening score with a point
eight minutes in and adding to
their tally with a second point
she helped settle her side.

With their defence on top,
with Millie Condon and Grace
Flynn, solid Ballinascarthy
held the upper hand, and a
Moira Barrett goal on 14 min-
utes helped stretch their lead.

Siofra Patwell then con-
verted a free before grabbing
their second goal on 16 min-
utes to extend the lead.

Sliabh Rua had a Cavimhe
(' Donnell point to which Bal-
linascarthy replied, but apply-
ing more pressure, Sliabh Rua
began to press forward and
won two frees, which Emma
McSweeney converted, they
had the gap down to seven
points at the interval where
Ballinascarthy led 2-4 to 0-3.

The sides swapped early
second half points.

Moira Barrett and McSwee-
nev again found the range,
and when MeSweeney added
her second of the half the gap
was down to six.

Ballinascarthy were strong
around the middle, and with
Patwell and Clara Crowley
winning a lot of possession,
they held the upper hand.

Sliabh Rua worked hard,
Kate Redmond was hugely im-
pressive as they battled to find
something, but up front they
failed to make headway and
were reliant on McSweeney's
free taking.
 Ballinascarthy hit their
third goal on 47 minutes when

e i

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

‘captain Moira Barrett finish-
ing to the back of the net well.
Sliabh Rua were still press-
ing, and converting two frees,
they were still in touch with
eight points between the sides
with nine minutes remaining.
Caoimhe Horgan had it
down to seven points before a
superb pass from Kate Red-
mond saw Horgan finish to
the net two minutes into in-
jury-time to put four between
the sides, but it came a little
too late for Sliabh Rua as time
ran out to ensure Ballinas-
carthy ran out winners.
Barrett leading by example,
contributing 2-3 to her side’s
tally and was named as The

Echo Player of the Match.
Ballinora 3-11
Glen Rovers 4-1

In a deluge of torrential rain
and gale force winds last Sat-
urday, the plavers from Balli-
nora and Glen Rovers battled
it out for the Lillie ©'Sullivan
Cup in horrific conditions.

Glen led at the break 3-0to 1-
2 after playing with the aid of
the strong wind.

Their goals came from Ju-
liet Horgan, Sinead Collins,
and Odhrna Hurley.

Karen Lane replied for Bal-
linora with a goal and two
points.

Throughout the second half
Ballinora hit back; and aided
by the elements, they press-
urised the Glen defence and
four points, two from frees,
and two from play, had them
on level terms. .

They hit the front with a
Lane goal, but Glen responded
with an Ali O'Connell goal.

With the elements in their
favour and Glen reduced to 14
players, following the dismis-
sal of a player after two yellow
cards, the pressure began to
tell.

Lane pointed two frees be-
fore a Cilara Quirke goal put
the game out of reach.

Agife Martin had a Glen
point, but with Ballinora ad-
ding three more points they
ran out winners with Brid
Holmes selected as The Echo

Camogie due
International
exposure,
says Manley

Brian Barry

Managing his country may be new ter-
ritory for Ger Manley, but Saturday
won’t be the Corkman's first involve-
ment in an international rules contest
against Scotland.

The Midleton clubman pulled on the

Irish jersey for the hybrid sport as a
player, and is now preparing to lead a
camogie selection as manager this
weekend. National camogie and hurling
teams will face their Scottish shinty
counterparts in a double-header in In-
Verness.
“It's great to be asked to manage a
team. Representing yvour country,”
Cork boss Manley says. “It's not every
day vou get to manage your country.
It’s a new experience for the plavers
and myself, I'm just delighted to be in-
volved.

“The profile of camogie is going up,
and it's great now that we're going with
the lads for a double-header.

“The standard in camogie has gone to
new heéights in the last three or four
vears. Ourselves, Galway, Tipperary,
Kilkenny, Waterford, and all the coun-
ties are raising standards, so it's great

Player of the Match.

for camogie.

“It’s getting more marketable. The
girls are getting more elite, as athletes
and sportspeaple. It's good to get a bit of
exposure, The lads get a lot of exposure,
it's nice to see the girls getting it.”

Preparations have been ongoing,
with trials and training sessions for
both the men’s and women's panels tak-
ing place in Abbotstown over the last
four weekends.

The hybrid game doesn't necessarily
come as second nature to players.

“It's different. The skills are differ-
ent. I suppose we'll see what the game
brings. I've been watching it on You-
Tube, the Scottish game. It's a bit
strange for the girls, not catching the
ball,” Manley notes, ahead of the double
header, which will be broadcast live on
the BBC Alba YouTube channel.

“I played it back in the 1990s, we
played them up in Scotland. It's differ-
ent. Handling the ball is a big thing now
in camogie, possession wise. A couple of
weeks of training there and they 're defi-
nitely getting used to it. It's poing to be &t
bit different, until it happens.” L

Nine counties and all four provinces
are represented on the panel, and Man-
ley has been impressed by the spread of
talent: “We've a gootd representation
from allthe tiers of camogie. It's good to
see some of the top players playing with
the girls that you wouldn’t hear of too
much.

“As [ always say, the camogie skills
are the same everywhere. It's just the
speed. It's good for girls from Division 1
to play with girls from Division 2 and 3,
and then vice versa.”

After this weekend, focus will turn
back to the inter-county scene for Man-
ley, who has recently signed up for an-
other year as Cork manager.

Mext year brings a chance to bounce
hack, after the Leesiders fell to Galway
in August’s epic All-Treland final.

“Youw're disappointed after it," he re-
flects on the 1-14 to 1-13 defeat. "The
final, the more I look back on it and re-
flect on it, we played so well in the sec-
ond half to come back into the game
with 14 players, so huge respect for our
own players, and huge respect for Gal-
way. Galway won it in the end, they're
an exceptionally good team, they have
great players.

“We've had a great rivalry with them
the last couple of years.

“No team is entitled to win any final
or any championship match, We're get-
ting back together, probably a bit of a
new management team. There are a few
changes. It's just to get the right people
invelved. We've been very lucky with
the fellas [ have worked with and girls |

have worked with in the last couple of

5.

“We'll have the majority of the panel
(back again). We'll have a few new
players on the panel, after the club
championship.

“We're looking forward to it. Our aim
every year is to win the All-Ireland, the
same for every team that competes.”




Les!ey Cashman, Youghal raptain is presented with the Junior A cham
pionship cup by chairman Cork Camogie Board Padraic Treacy.

Youghal have the edge
on Blamey to land
junior A camogie title

CAMOGIE
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Youghal 1-6
Blarney 0-7

Youghal gotthe better of Blarney
in the SE Systems Junior A Ca-
mogie Championship final in ap-
palling weather conditions in
Castle Road recently.

It was a battle for the players to
play this final, but they gave it
their all despite having to con-
tend with the conditions.
Blarney got off to the better stant
as they settled quickly with early
SCOres;

Youghal battled their way into the
game and a first-half goal proved
ta be crucial; from that point they
showed determination to edge
ahead and despite Blarney
drawing level early in the second
half, Youghal, with the wind in
thair favour, ran out winners,
Blarney, played with the strong
wind in the first half. and Lucy
O'Cannell was on target with a
point set up by Katie Kelleher,
Both sides hit wides as Blarney
held their one-point lead and it
was 10 minutes in before O'Con-
nell added a second point to
stretch Blarney's lead.

As the rain poured down and the
strength of the wind increased
Grace Hughes added to Blar-
neys tally to putthem three
pointsin front.

Youghal were working hard and
they wera on the scoreboard on
19 minutes with a point from
Leah Broderick and two minutes
later they hitthe frant with a Ciara
Crowley goal.

Blarney responded with O'Con-
nell peinting a free and with
Youghal's Sam Swaine slotting
over from a free it was Youghal
who led at the break, 1-2 to 0-4.
From the restart, with the rain
pauring down and playing

against the wind, Blamey were
on level terms thanks to Katie
Kelleher with a point from play.
Youghal hit two points in a row,
one from Clara growlay from
play and a Swaine free to edge
two clear, but Blamey continued
to battle again the strong wind
and with excellent defending,
thay stayed in contention.
Hughes cutthe Youghal lead toa
point. Janny Daoyle and Swain re-
plied and had the gap at three
points again.

Blarney applied pressure.
O'Connell pointed a free to put
just two point between the sides.
Blarmey battled hard, but Youg-
hal stood firm.

Both sides have to be compli-
mented for their resiliance in
what'can only be described as a
herrendous afternoon of rain
and wind in an orange weather
warning.

After an excellent display, Jenny
Doyle from Youghal was named
as The Echo Player Of the Match.

Scorors for Youghat: Ciara Crowloy 1-
1, 8 Swayne0:3 {0-2 {50- 1 45), L Bro-
darick, J Doyle 0-1 each.

Blarney: L O Connell (-4 (0-2f5) G
Hughes 0-2, K Kelieher 0-1, '
YOUGHAL: K McCarthy; R Kannedy, O
Coleman, R Murray, L Cashman (¢], A
Cashman, J Daoyle; A Cashman; S Ni
Lacire, L Brodarick, T Ahems; C O'Con-
nell, C Crowley, 5 Swayne, SO Connall,
Suba: A O'Connell for S Ni Lacira, A
Daly for T Aheme, L Buckner for C Crow-
Iy, H ©'Keefle for S O'Connell,
BLARNEY: N Mullane; F Murray, J
Murphy, A Bannon; E Sheahan, A Cotter,
S Donoghue; S Forrest, G Hurley; E
Powar, L O Connall {¢),G Hughes :K Kel-
kher, M Murphy, D ©° eill,

Subs: Niamh Power for G Hurlay, M
Keana for DO Meill, E Murphy for K Kal-
leher Y Abadan for M Murphy, L Shing
for E Power.

Brid Holmes, The Echo Player of the Match in ti-leri.il.lie 0'Sullivan Junior

final presented with her award by PadraicTreacy, chairman Cork Camo-

gie Board
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Q,‘Erk dual stars weigh

optlons for next yeax,x

CORK'S camogle and football dual stars are weighing up whether
theycan combine both codes again In 2026, says Cork ladies
footballmanager Joe Carrall.

SqulumsCamcgleAﬂ-StarLlhhndpplnger as wellas Hannah
Lﬂmsy and Aoife Healy have juggledboth codesin recent years,
but given the commitment invalved Cork football boss Carrollhas
- revealed they are mulling over whethertheir dualfuture,

‘We haveatew dual| players: whnarejustcunsiﬂerlng whether

_they can glve the commitment to both codes, and Hully understand

that, sald Carroll, when asked about the make-up of the Cork LGFA
squaﬁfnr!ﬂ!ﬁ.

‘It's hard on the body to keep it going, (Cork camogle boss) Ger
Mamexandmyﬁelfworhedvery well together, giving the players as
-muchhelp as we could, but | dounderstand it's a blg commitment
 toplay both, We are one of the few countles that still have dual -
pfaygr&We'dIﬂteit to contintie for anather bit because they are
r&ﬂ taleﬁfgd players, and we are losing players we'dlove to have

In the summier Carbery r:amugle
Ballblazertapptnger -astarteron

be,l:ume*regun | epgblngforas
fnﬁgaswemnanyway. shesaid,
adding that playing both is just
getungthathltharder

= il —— =N

| hero Saoirse
-.leads Ireland to victory

AHEAD of the Ireland v Scotland camogle-shinty clash on
Saturday, Sacirse McCarthy joked how her dad was delighted
“telling everyone that his daughter was captain of Ireland.

- He wlll be even prouder this week after Cork camogle star
Sapirse inspired Ireland to 3 5-3 to 2-0 victory in Inverness.

The Courcey Rovers' woman was the bestplayer onthe pitch,
and scored a hat=trick of goalsinher 3-1haul. Captain Fantastic
Sapirse scored two goals inthefirst and a third just after the
restart, and Scotland couldn't handle her athleticism and touch,

Another Cork star, Ashiing Thompsan, alsoimpressed for Ger
Manley's team, wholed 2-1to 2-0 at the break before pulling
clear inthe secand half. Speaking: ahead of the clash,

 Saolrse said getting to grips with the rule was the
biggest challenge: ‘The rules take getting usedto,
and|don't know if we're fully used to it yet!
But | think the hardest thing for usis not
being able to catch the ball, especially when'
you'rerunning. If you're suiulng,andyuu
needtocatch the ball to look up.. that's
beenthe hardest learning curve for me.
Kicking It aswell — you can't kick it

Camogie Shinty captain
HcCarﬂ'ly {Phato: Piaras.
/Sportsfile)

ﬂleCaI'ialaneslsters.Sarah EuaandRamelcelebraﬁ'lg
with the cup after the intermediate county final.

AIB Munster Camogle
Semi-final
StFinbarr's v Newcas-
tle-West on Saturday in
Togheratipm

A historic Saturday after-
noon in Togher where
for the very first time, a
Munster Championship
game will be played at that
splendid complex.

It's been a few weeks
since the ‘Barrs retained
the Cork title and after a
disappointing campaign
last year, they will be
determined to improve
on that this time round
and especially with home

advantage.

The Limerick girls do
have the benefit of a QF
where they defeated Clare
champions Inagh-Kilna-
mona 110 to 0-9 in a game
in which Roisin Mann,
Karen O'Leary, Hazel Hor-
gan, Grace Lee and Mia
Smith played well.

Barr's impressed in the
Cork championship and
when 5t Catherines looked
like causing an upset in the
final, they had the capac-
ity and key players to get
them over the line.

Sorcha McCartan was
their leading player and
with Meabh and Orlaith
Cahalane despite having
played a football final that
went to extra-time the day
before, Keeva McCarthy,
Stephanie Punch, Kate
Wall, Niccle Olden and
Ciara Hurley doing the
hard graft to secure the
win.

Despite Cork’s standing
at inter-county level, the
record in recent years in
this championship has not
been good. Milford were
the last team from the
county to make an impact,
but the Barr’s look well
equipped to win this one.

Thurles-Sarsfields and
De Le Salle Waterford
meet in the other semi-fi-
nal.



Sorcha McCartan in action agamst mlm Carlmry. Cloughduv, during
the SE Systems Cork camogie championship. McCartan will be a key
player for 5t Finbarr's tomorrow against Newcastle West in the

Munster championship.

Picture: Jim Coughlan

Barrs begin Munster
camogie campaign
with home game

St Finbarr's camogie senior
side will be hoping to continue
the good run of form for the
club tomorrow.

They take on Newcastle
West, Limerick, in the semi-
final of the Munster cham-
pionship, throw-in 1pm at
Togher.

They will be hoping a big
home support will help them
get over the line against a side
that won't fear iravelling to
Cork.

They won't be taking their
opponents lightly and such is
the strength of camogie in
Newcastle West that they have
two sides in action in the
Munster championship in the
coming weeks.

But the Barrs have plenty of
experienced players in their
side and, with more than eight
present or former Cork senior
players in their ranks, they
can be confident in their own
ability to advance to the final.

When you have the likes of
Sorcha McCartan, Stephanie
Punch, the Cahalane sisters
{Meabh, Orlaith, Kate, and
Grainne), Acife O'Neill, and
Kate Wall to call on, then they
will be a challenge for any
club sidein the country.

Manager Brian 0'Sullivan
said they are looking forward
to tomerrow but are aware of
how tough an oppenent they
are facing.

“We had a bit of a break
since we won the county final.
So training is going well. To
have home advantage is great,
so we are looking forward to it
now,” said Brian.

“We're expecting a tough
encounter with Newcastle
West. They had a good win
over Inagh-Kilnamona'a week
or so ago in tough conditions
away from home.

“They're no strangers to
travelling, so I don't believe
they will have much fear of
coming to Corlk to play us.

“We're looking forward to
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it, really, more than anything
and kind of just focusing on
ourselves in the build-up to to-
MOrrow.

“I saw them against Inagh-

Kilnamona but, other than
that, we did a small bit of re-
search and we don't know a
huge amount about them,
really.
“But we have tried to con-
centrate on ourselves mainly,
to be honest, just to try to get
ourselves right.

“We haven't come across
them before. We played a
couple of teams from Tipp and
Clare over the years, so it's a
bit going into the unknown.

“But I think if we focus on
ourselves and just prepare as
best as we can to get ourselves
right, then we'll be in with a
shout.” AL

Last vear, winning the
county after 18 vears was huge
for the Barrs and having to
play a Munster gquarter-final
relatively soon afterwards
wasn't easy for them. Brian
said the longer break this year
has definitely helped with
their preparations for tomor-

row.

He added: “Last year, win-
ning the county was massive
for the team and for the club.
I'd like to feel we prepared
ourselves as best as possible
for Munster but I suppose
there was a bit of the un-
known. We hadn’t been there
in guite a while, so [ suppose
this vear we kind of Know
what's what, what's ahead of
us, to an extent.

“We had a bit more time be-
tween our county ﬂnal and the
game because we've tme
straight to the semi-fina
preparations, we feel, have
gone well enough. So we are
fully focused on Newcaatle
West. We'll see how it goes.’

e OINARE 2681 tfieis loors from ileaal Ciara Dl durlg
jthe SE Systems Cork senior camogie championship. 0'Neill has been

outstanding in the Barrs defence all season.

Picture; Howard Crowdy

}ny fnr St Finharr's afte: they I:eat Hewmstle i\l'est in the AIB :lub

Championship semi-final at Togher.

Barrs book

Picture: Larry Cummins

placeinfinal

after double extra-time
win over Limerick side

St Finbarr's 2-19
Newcastle West 3-14
(after extra, extra time)

It was drama all the way 1o the
final whistle as St Finbarr's won
their AIB Munster Camogie sen-
ior club championship semi-final
clash with Newcastle West at
Tegher on Saturday.

The Cork champions looked like
they had the game won until
Kate Ambrose scored a goal with
the final shot in normal time to
take it to extra-time. When she
scored another goal in extra-
time, it looked like being the
winner.

However, the Barrs showed all
their resilience to score two late
points to take it to another period
of extra time. And again it was
another late score, this time from
Sorcha McCartan, that secured
the Barrs' passage to the
Munster final in two weeks.
MeCartan was just one of many
outstanding performances on
the day, with Aisling Egan and
Agifa O'Neill in good form in de-
fence, with Keeve McCarthy and
Kate Wall working hard up front.
As usual their captain, Stephanie
Punch, led by example in what
was an outstanding team per-
formance by the Barrs.

Early points from McCartan had
them in front, before Ambrose hit
back for Newcastle West. By the
26th minute the Barrs were in
front by two, before points from
Ambrose and Hazel Horgan had
the sides level.

Just before half-time MeCartan
goaled from a free to see the
Barrs lead by 1-7 to 0-8 at the
break.

Two McCartan rees increased
their lead before a geal from Ei-
mear Hurley looked like securing
the win for the Barrs.

But massive credit to Newcastle
West they hit back with Karen
O'Leary scoring a goal. Ambrose
pointed from a free and deep
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into injury-time the Barrs led by
2-10to 1-10.

Newcastle had one last chance
from a free and Ambrose'’s long-
range effort found the back of
the net to level it andtake it to
extra-time,

Three points from Rebecca
Delee, were answered by scores
frem MeCartan and McCarthy for
the Barrs, to see the Limerick
side lead by 2-13 to 2-12 at half-
time in extra-time.

Hurley and McCarthy put the
Barrs back in front, before Am-
brose found the back of the net,
to make it 3-13 to 2-14.

But Orfaith Cahalane and
McCarthy struck late to level it
and take it to extra, extra-time.
Ciara Golden and Cahalane put
the Barrs in front, before Delee
hit back to make it a one-point
game again. -

But McCartan scored late to seal
the win and a meeting with De La
Salle in the Munster final in two
weeks.

Scorers for St Finbarr's: S McCartan 1-
9{1-61), EHurley 1-1, KMM}PM[D—
31}, O Cahalane 0-3, K Wall, C Goldan

1 each,

Mewcastle West: K Ambrosa -7 (0-7
fj, R Delea 0-4, K O'Leary 1-0, R Am-
brose 0-2, H Horgan 0-1.

ST FINBARR'S: C Hurlay; S Punch, 5
Daly, G Cahalane; A O'Nefll, M Cahal-
ang, C Golden; E Qiden, A Shannon; §
McCartan, K Wall, K McCarthy; O Cahal-
ane, N Olden, H O'Leary.

Subs: EHurley for N Qiden (36), L O'Do-
novan for 3 Daly {45), E Wiggington Bar-
rett for H O'Leary (67), K Cahalana for A
O'Nelll (90).

MNEWCASTLE WEST: A Corbell; G Lee,
R Mann, Y Loa; R Ambrosa, L O°Brien, E
Woulle; KO , D Murphy; K Am-
brosa, A Doles, E Whalan; H Horgan,
GM O'Kally, M Smith.

Suba: E Colling for E Whelan (44), |
O'Brion for GM O'Kelly (70), GM O Kalty
gﬂem (85), E Whelan for M Smith

Referee: Johnny Dooley, Tipperary.

Sorcha McCartan fires overa pafm tuseal' the wln in the semnd period

of extra-time.

Picture; Larry Cummins
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Donnacha Broderick, chairman Cork Camogie Juvenile Board, presents
the Kearys U16 Cup to Sarah Foley and Aocife Ring, Aghbullogue joint

captains.

Underage deciders
dominate fixture list

Plenty of underage camogie
action recently as the juvenile
board have been busy plaving
their finals.

It has been non stop with
games at Ul4 and U16 cham-
pionship level, plus the senior
board are also finishing their
minor camogie champion-
ships.

In the Kearys Ul6 Premier 1

final, Aghabullogue and New-

townshandrum played out an
exciting final with Aghabul-
logue taking the title with five
points to spare.

In the U16 Premier 2 final,
Barryroe beat Clonakilty 5-5
to 0-10.

The Kearys U16 Al final
saw Ballincollig and Courcey
Rovers battle it out with Bal-
lincollig coming out on top,

In the Kearys Ul6A2 de-
cider, the title was won by Fer-

ymoy who beat Mallow.

Youghal took the Kearys
U16 B1 title with a victory over
Bride Rovers.

Charleville and 5t Vincent's
went to extra-time before
Charleville ran out winners in
the U16B2 decider, and Barry-
roe took the Kearys UlGP2
when they beat Clonalkilty.

In the Kearys U16C decider,
it was an all-city final with
Brian Dillen’s running out
winners over Na Piarsaigh, 2-
12to 2-6.

The Kearys Ul6 C2 decider
saw Grenagh overcome Rock-
ban by four points.

In the Kearys Ul6B2 1 final
for second teams, Sarsfields
defeated Eire Og to take the
honours.

And inthe Ul6 B 2 final Val-
ley Rovers overcame Douglas.

Inniscarra and Barryroe
will have to meet again after
they ended level in an exciting
Kearys Premier 1 U14 final
where it finished 1-7 each.

Barryroe led by two points,

1-6to 0-7 at the break, and in a
low-scoring second half, with
only one score for either side,
play swung from end to end.
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Inniscarra edged in front
with & goal, but Barryroe re-
plied with a point to ensure it
finished level and it's back
again to Castle Road, today at
2pm for the replay.

The Ul4 Premier 2 camogie
final saw Milford come out on
top, defeating Mallow.

In the Ul4A 1 final, New-
townshandrum were winner 5 | '
over Ballincollig.

The Uld A2 final was won b&'
Banteer who beat Newces- |
town. Courcey Rovers and |
Cobh battled it out for the Ul4
B1 title, with Courceys’
coming out victors.

Crosshaven had a point to
spare over Glen Rovers in a
close U14B2 final.

Aghada were the winners of
the U14C 1 final as they de-
feated Ballinascarthy,

Enniskeane took the Ul4 C2
title when they beat Laochra

Og,

The SE Systems Minor ca-
mogie championships are also
reaching their conclusion.

In the premier champion-
ship, the semi-final pairings
are Aghabullogue versus Eire
Og and Sliabh Rua versus
Sarsfields.

In the premier plate semi-
finals, Inniscarra will meet
Douglas and Ballinora taking
on Newtownshandrum or
Killeagh.

The SE Systems Minor A ca-
mogie semi-finals will see Kil-
brittain/ Timoleague meet St
Catherine's and Midleton will
play Clonakilty,

The last round of group
games in the Minor B cham-
pionship are on this weekend,
with the semi-finals to be
plaved on the weekend of 15/
16,

The SE Systems Minor C ca-
mogie final is in Castle Road
tomorrow (Zpm) when Dun-
gourney meet Youghal.

lﬂimme. winners of the Kearvs U16 Premier 2 Camoaie Championship




Donohueleadschargein
Tribes redemptionyear

his time last year,
Aoife Donchue was
struggling to elicit
much enthusiasm

about being nominat-

ed for the PwC Camogie Player
of the Year award.

She left proceedings in Croke
park with a fifth All Star but
the memory of @ narrow Glen

Dimplex All-Ireland final loss to 5;

Cork down below on the pitch
was fresh and it was raw.

1 think this is gonna hurt
for a long time,” she said in an
interview earlier that day.

The losses in 2015 and 2020
weren't a picnic, but she was
still voung the first time, and
Kilkenny just neutralised too
many of their big guns in the
Covid decider and afterwards,

there was an acknowledgement

within the camp that they had
not done enough to be worthy
of retaining the title.

The times probably placed
some context on a game of
camogie back then too, though
anyone that has ever seen
Donohue play, or tried to haul
her off a training pitch even,
knows how highly the teacher
has always prioritised camogie.

The victories in 2019 and
2021 were a decent return but
that gap from the most recent
triumph was expanding, and
being so close, getting so much
right against Cork and still
missing out, made 2024 just
hard to take.

Fast-forward 12 months and
the shoe is on the other foot. It
was the Rebels who were on the
wrong side of a tight margin,
one point this time, after a final
that pulsed and throbbed, and
ebbed and flowed, and offered
all that is good about contem-
porary camogie.

This time, it was Donohue
who was named Glen Dimplex
plaver of the match, following
a performance of scintillating
pace, ethereal skill but also real

edge — right on the edge. A
© reminder once again that it is
never about the size of the dog
in the fight.

And this time, it is Donohue

player of the year for the second
time, having been the propeller
and engine of Galway’s last
All-Ireland victory. The sixth All
Star for the 32-vear-old was a
formality.

“A11 the All-Trelands are very
different in their own way. This
one was probably, I'd say, a little
bit more sweeter and proba-
bly more special, particularly
after losing last year,” Donohue
acknowledges.

Galway just knew that they
had to be in Cork’s faces from
the outset, that they had
1o knock them out of their
stride. They knew the cham-
pions would be able for that,
would not go away, were well

the-edge approachintheir

- equipped for different challeng-
i esand certainly fora physical
. exchange.

But the league final offered

. stark evidence of what Ger

. Manley’s players could and

. would do if allowed to impose
¢ their will on the game, even
Pl Galway were nowhere near
. their peak preparation. The

. Leesiders had been showing it
¢ all year, looking unstoppable. ;
. Sothe Tribeswomen came out :
- with a wildness that was just :
i mind-boggling. The smallest

. player on the pitch, Donohue

¢ thundered into everything, got
. scores at one end, gave away a
- penalty at the other, and just

~ about stayed on the right side

- of the law. She chuckles at the

i mention of the mania.

“Ohviously, every game we

- go out playing, we g0 out to
. work as hard as we can, and we
. obviously knew coming into
who was crowned PwC camogie

the All-Ireland that regardless

- of our talent and our skills, if

: we weren't able to match Cork’s
¢ work-rate, and the way that

-~ they're able to work the ball

~ through the lines, if we didn't
- work as hard as we could, and
- bring a huge intensity to the

i game, that we were going to

. Dbe well beaten. We knew if we
. matched them in those terms,
- we'd have a chance.

“But yeah, even looking back

:on it now, the intensity and the
ferocity in it, it was insane early
- on when you look back at it, but
- itwas for both sets of players

| as well.

“Ourselves and Cork, we

bring out the best in each other
. and we did again in August”

PwC camogie player of the year Avife Donohue typified Galway’s on-

All-Freland final win over Cork.

Players have spoken before
of being lost in an other-world

. when a game is taking that
. path. So many tight margins, so

many 50-50 calls, so many hits,

© S0 many blocks, so many runs,

S0 many scores.
Can you enjoy it? My God,

- Aoife Donohue loves it.

“You wouldn't be playing it if

. you didn’t enjoy it. And I sup-
. posetheteamisa big part of

that, how close we are with one
another. I'm probably enjoying

- it now more than I ever did, to

¢ be honest, and particularly with
. the group that’s there now. We

¢ live for it. We love i

. Which is why the individual

honour, while lovely, i accepted
on their behalf, on behalf of
the Galway management, on

behalf of evervone at Mullagh

that gave her the tools, and on

i Dbehalf of her family.

“It’s a huge honour. Obvious-
ly, at the start of the year, the
goal is to win the All-Treland

. and the individual awards then

are a bonus. Maybe when I

finish playing camogie, I'll look

back and think it’s kind of cool.
But as of now, I'd say my family

and my club probably appreci-
. ate it more.

“The night is all about Gal-

. way camogie and it's great to he
©owell represented, but 1 wouldn't
i be there only for the group. I'm
. one player. I play a very small

. part in it and there's a lot of

parts that go with it, but it is
nice to be recognised.”

Small in stature only. Abso-
Jutely gargantuan in contribu-
tion.

&

The Cork All-Star winners Ashling Thompson, Libby Coppinger, Amy
0'Connor, and Saoirse McCarthy with Siobhén Hayes representing her
daughter Laura Hayes, and Camogie Association Uachtaran Brian Mol-
loy. Picture: Inpho/Dan Clohessy

Five Rebels included
in camogie All-Stars

The Camogie Association, in CAMOGIE
partnership with PwC, an-
nounced the winners of the m Rory Noonan

2025 PwC Camogie All Stars
awards, celebrating the out-
standing achievements, dedi-
cation, and skill of the game's

County’s defensive stalwart,
Mairéad Eviston, and the
Déise’s leading light in attack,

top performers over the past Beth Carton.
5eas0TL. In addition to the All Stars,
Five Cork players were the coveted PwC GPA Camo-

L ie Plaver of the Year awards

named on the team; Libby
Coppinger, Laura Hayes, Ash- were presented across three
ling Thompson, Saoirse grades; senior, intermediate,
IM-::Carthy, and Amy O'Con- and premier junior.
nor were all honoured. Galway's Aoife Donohue
. Six other Cork players were was named the senior player
nominated but Amy Lee, of the year.
Laura Treacy, Meabh Cahal- Qffaly’'s Grace Teehan
ane, Orlaith Cahalane, Katri- (Offaly) picked up the inter-
na Mackey, and Emma mediate award while Lapis's
Murphy were not selected for Aimeée Collier was voted pre-
pverall honours. mier junior player of the year.
Cork Camogie congratu- Galway's Cathal Murray
lated the winners for their —was awarded the manager of
‘richly deserved awards and  the year g0ng, recognising his
the recognition for everything success with the Galway sen-
they brought to camogie this ior team. :
year'. This year's success for Gal-
They also commiserated way was their third senior
with the others, saying: «“you title (2019, 2021, 2025) under

will always be stars in our Murray’s watch, while healso
eves, We're incredibly proud steered the county to the in-
of everything you've achieved augural U23 A All-Ireland title
this year, your e%ort, %t;itude. in July.
and consistency have been ex- :
ceptional.” 3 e PwC Camogie All Stars

It was an unforgettable Haly, Galway; Shauna Healy,
evening for All-Ireland senior %‘f,’;,';y. o c?':»;g;ber. ke

champions Galway, who were
rewarded for their superb sea-
son, claiming eight All-Star
awards in total.

Tipperary and Waterford
both came away with one
award each, for the Premier

Higgins, Galway; Mairsad Eviston, Tip-
parary, Clara Hickey, Galway, Laura
Hayes, Cork; Aaife Donohue, Galway,
Ashling Thempson, Cork; Sapirse

arthy, Cork, Bath Carton, Waterford,
Allish O'Reilly, Galway, Miamh Mallon,
Galway, Carrie Dolan, Galway, Amy
O'Connor, Cork.

. = o
pAll Star nominee Meabh Cahalane at the PwC Camogie All Star award:
inCroke Park on Saturday. picture: Inpho/Dan Clohess



Linda Dorgan, Ballincollig captain lifts the Cup after they won the SE
Systems Cork Camogie Premier Intermediate Club final replay. She will

be hoping life the Munster Cup today.

Picture: Jim Coughlan

Weather played havoc
with fixtures as games
were rescheduled

The weather played havoc
with last weekend's camogie
fixtures with the Premier
Minor and Minor A cham-
pionship finals postponed.
Also postponed was the
Munster Intermediate elub
championship final between
Ballincollig and Moycarkey
Borris and the Munster Mai
0'Connell junior A champion-
ship game between Youghal
and Wolfe Tones Shannon,

MUNSTER JUNIOR CLUB A, B AND C
UPDATES

In the Munster Mai O'Con-
nell Junior B preliminary
round game Barryroe got the
upper hand on Newcastlewest
to progress to the next round
on a score line of 3-9 to 1-9.

Barryroe set the foun-
dations for victory with a
strong opening half perform-
ance where they led 3-7 to 0.

First half goals from Emma
Deasy, Aideen O'Riordain and
Roisin Ni Bhuachalla helping
give them an opening half
lead,

Newcastlewest battled back
in the second half and holding
Barryroe to just two points,
they pressed and pressed as
they added to their scoreline
but thanks to their strong
opening half display Barryroe
did enough to run out
winners,

Tomerrow, Sunday at 11am,
they travel to take on Moyle
Rovers from Tipperary who
defeated Ballyduff Upper in
their preliminary round
game.

Castlemartyr and Adare
also got their Munster Mai
0'Connell Junior C prelimi-
nary round game playved
where Castlemartyr proved
way too strong for the Limer-
ick Junior C echampions as
they ran out comprehensive
winners on a 7-14 to 0-1 score-
ine.

Castlemartyr where in con-
'‘trol from the throw in and
with Ellen Hayes Nally grab-
bing town goals, and Ava
McAulliffe one, they opened
lup a 3-7 to 0-1 interval lead.

Castlemartyr continued to
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dominate the second half with
Ciara O'Brine adding four
goals to their tally, and with
Aobh Mohally and Sarah Rose
Cushen also on target with
points, they was always going
to be one winner as Castlem-
artyr progressed to a semi-
final tomorrow at 1pm in Cast-
lemartyr when they will meet
Sixmilebridge from Clare,
who overcame Kerry repre-
sentatives Killarney/Ceann
Mara.

In the Munster Junior A
Championship Youghal and
Wolfe Tones Shannon will met
in Youghal tomorrow at
1.30pm.

MUNSTER INTERMEDIATE
FINAL REFIXED

Ballincollig and Moycarkey
Borris will meet this after-
noon in Mallow at 1pm in the
rescheduled Munster Inter-
mediate camogie final and no
doubt both sides will be raring
to go as they battle it out for
the title.

Ballincollig have strong
performers in the experienced
Leah Weste and Linda Dor-
gan,
Leah Hennigan, who made a
huge impact in their victory
over Ballygarvan as she con-
tributed five points when in-
troduced as a half time substi-
tute and went on to take The
Echo player of the Match
award will be sure to cause
problems for the Moyearkey
Borris defence.

It took a late goal to see
Movearkey Borris crowned
Tipperary champions the ex-
perienced Ciara Shelly
coming to the rescue as they
edged out Boherlahan Dualla
inter-county star Ciara Corco-
ran, who captained Tipperary
to minor glory in 2024,

Emma O'Sullivan, Ciara
Shelly and Kate Ralph will be
players to watch out for as the

Tipperary champions battle
for the title.

Today St Finbarr’s senior camogie side
make the journey to FBD Semple Stadium
as they take on De La Salle from Water-
ford in the AIB Munster senior camogie
championship final.

Throw-in is at 1pm for what should be
another close game between two top-class
sides.

The 'Barr's retained their Cork title
some time ago, before getting the better of
Newcastle West in the Munster semi-
final, in a game that was full of drama
right to the final whistle. p

Tt took 90 minutes to separate the sides
before the Togher outfit advanced to
today's decider.

That battle with the Limerick cham-
pions will stand to them as they take on a
De La Salle team full of Waterford inter-
county stars.

Beth Carton will be the name that will
come to most people’s minds first, but you
can add in others, like Brianna O'Regan,
Allannah MeNulty, Keeley Corbett Barry,
Magzgie Gostl, Abby Flynn, and Alex
Healy, to name a few.

All were part of the Waterford side that
ran Cork close in the Glen Dimplex All-
Ireland semi-final for long periods, before
the Rebels pulled away to win.

Add in John Mullane as one of their se-
lectors and you see the class of the side the
'Barr’s are up against.

On the opposite side, the "Barr’s can call
on plenty stars of their own, led by the
likes of Sorcha McCartan, Kate Wall, and
QOrlaith Cahalane in attack.

: e “". |
Kate Wall will be one of the forwards the
today.

‘Barr’s hope will be on

e

Sorcha McCartan will be a key player for St Finbarr’s in the AIB senior camogie dub championship final today.

Barrs in search
of Munster glory

CAMOGIE
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Defensively, Meabh and Grainne Cahal-
ane, along with Aoife O'Neill and Aisling
Egan, will all play their part. Lining out at
corner-back will be their captain, Steph-
anie Punch, another to never let them
down.

Hoping to mastermind a Munster
championship win is manager Brian
O’Sullivan, who saysit's a great day for all
involved.

“It's great, it's great for the club and
particularly great for the players and the
camogie section. It’s something we're
really looking forward to, especially with
it being played at Semple Stadium," said
O’Sullivan.

“It's a venue they deserve to be honest
io showcase their skills, so it’s fantastic.”

0’Sullivan feels that the Newcastle
West semi-final, where it took two periods
of extra-time to separate the sides, will
stand to his side today. :

“We always knew we were going to be
up against it taking on Newcastle West.
They're a really strong side and I gtunk
they have won three-in-a-row in Limer-

.

Picture; Larry Cummins

Beth Carton, pictured in action
players the ‘Barr’s will have to keep a close eye on.

Picture: Larry Cummins

jck. It was a really tough battle, and there
were a lot of sore bodies after the game.

“That was a good test, and particularly
in those conditions as well (rain and
windy). We haven’t played in conditions
like that in a while, so just to get over the
line was great really.

“T think, at 61 minutes we were six
points up, and you're like, ‘we're nearly
there’, and credit to Newcastle West, they
came back to take it to extra- time,

“But credit our players, they showed
great resilience after those blows to come
back and win it. It shows the strength of
their character and mental strength. They
never feel that type of pressure, and they
just keep going atit, and they got their just
rewards.” i

Looking at De La Salle, O'Sullivan
knows who they can all on, and says they
have prepared as best they can.

“YWe just prepare the right way for our-
selves, and we'll have a look at a few
things. I think there’s only six or seven
teams left in the country, at his stage, in
competitions like this, so you're going to
be plaving a top side no matter who you
are up against at this stage. 3

“De La Salle had a great win ovVer
Thurles Sarsfields, they really pulled
away in the second-half, so we know what
we are up against. 1 i

“We're looking forward to it, really, if
you said to the girls or management at the
Start of the year you'd be in the Munster

final, you'd be thrilled. We're there now

and hopefully can do the business."”

o

for Waterford, will be one of several

Pictire: Nnal Rrausne



St Finbarr's 3-11
De La Salle 2-12

Absolute delight for St Finbarr's as
they won the AIB Munster Senior Ca-
mogie championship for the first
time at FBD Semple Stadium on Sat-
urday.

It was a battle from beginning to end as
they recovered from a poor start to take
the title as they showed all their battling
skills when it looked like it was going
against them.

Inspired by the likes of Kate Wall, Sor-
cha McCartan, and Meabh Cahalane, the
Barrs came good to win the title for the
first time,

De La Salle got off to a dream start as
Abby Flynn scored within 30 seconds. She
picked up the ball out near the endline
and took on the Barrs defence, beating
several plavers, before finding the back of
the net.

That lead increased in the second min-
ute, when another of their danger plavers,
Beth Carton, pointed as the Barrs had vet
to settle.

The Barrs first chance came after four
minutes, when MeCartan plaved Nicole
Olden in, but Brianna O'Regan was
quickly off her line to deny a goal chance,

Carton increased their lead as the Barrs
were finding it hard to get going.

Flynn was on target again to make it 1-3
to no scorewith 10 minutes gone.

A minute later, and the Barrs were off
the mark, with MeCartan invelved again.

Her long free in was flicked overhead to

Joy for the Barrs.

st Finbarr’s celebrate with the cup after their Munster triumph.

unster camogie
glory for a brilliant
St Finbarr's side

the net by Orlaith Cahalane, to make it 1-3
to 1-0.

But De La Salle spon wiped out the goal,
with Carton getting her third point and
she added another from a free, to make it
1-5 to 1-0 after 15 minutes.

Flynn added another, before McCartan
got the Barrs first point, Carton pointed
another free, with Kate Wall replying for
the Barrs, to see the Waterford side lead
by 1-7 to 1-2 after 22 minutes.

However, with 27 minutes gone the
Barrs got the boost they needed. Wall got
on the ball froim a long shot in and, despite
being surrounded by several defenders,
managed to score her side’s second goal,
to make it 2-2 to 1-7.

A minute later and there was only a
peint in it, when McCartan scored from a
free, but they could have had a goal.

Wall had the ball in the back of the net,
but the referee had blown the whistle for a
free, when he could have played advan-
tage, much to the frustration of the
'Barr's.

That free was the last score of the half as
Fe Lj't Salle led by a point at the break, 1-7
0 23,

Three minutes in to the second half and
the Barrs were back on level terms, when
MeCartan scored from another free,

AR i, o

st Fin!:i!rfs Kate Wall scores a mr.

Picture: INPHO/Tom O'Hanlon

Carton put her side back in front, with
Nicole Olden levelling it again.

Another Carton free put the Waterford
side ahead, before McCartan said ‘any-
thing you can, do I can match’, as she,
scored a magnificent free from distance

With 44 minutes gone, the Barrs were in
front for the first time when Wall was on
target again, to make it 2-7 to 1-9.

That became a two-point lead when
MeCartan scored from a 45. No surpriseto,
see De La Salle hit back, with Carton scor-
ing again. =

De La Salle hit the front again when
Maggie Gostl got their second goal, but it
didn’t last long, with Wall making it 2-10
apiece, after 31 minutes.

Flynn put the Waterford side back in
front as they led by a point with four min-
utes to go. But the Barrs showed all their
fighting spirit as Orlaith Cahalane set up
Wall for their third goal, to make it 3-10 to
2-11. Carton knecked over a free, but
MeCartan replied to make it a two-point
game again, That proved to be the final
score as the Barrs hung on for the win.
Scorers for St Finbarr's: K Wall 2-4, 8 McCartan 0-6
{41, 0-1 45}, O Cahalana 1-0, N Olden 0-1.

De La Salle: B Carten 0-9 (0-61), A Flynn 1-3, M Gosti 1-
0.

ST FINBARR'S: C Hurlay; S Punch, A Egan, A O'Neill:
G Cahalang, M Cahalang, S Daly; K Wall, K McCarthy; A
Shannon, C Golden, M Olden; O Cahalana, S McCartan,
H O'Leary.

Subs: E Hurlay for H O'Leary (40), L O'Donovan for N
Olden (50), E Wigginton Barreit for S Daly (55).

DE LA SALLE: B O'Regan; S Condon, A Healy, M
O'Connor; T Healy, A McNulty, E Kennedy,; K Corbett
Barry, L Browne; C Healy, B Carton, H Ryan; A Mullane,
A Flynn, M Gostl.

Subs: N Power for A Healy (h-1), | Boland for C Healy
(53).

Referee: Michael Ryan, Tipperary.
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St Finbarr's Kate Wall celebrates after scoringa g
Club Senior Camogie Championship final at FBD Semple Stadium.

Kate the Wonder Wall
for the Barrs in their
Munster triumph

It was a day that they will
simply never forget for St Fin-
bart’s senior camogie players
on Saturday. et

The Togher side won the
AIB Munster Senior; Camogie
Championship for the first
time in a superb game.

Massive credit to the Barrs
who recovered from a poor
start, where they went 1-3 to
no score down to win by 3-11to
2-12 in the end.

There were many key el-
ements to their win, mr:‘.ludmg
their defence stepping up
when they looked in trouble.

Up front Sorcha McCartan
started to use her physicality
against a very physical De La
Salle side.

But above all that, up
stepped Kate Wall as she
showed why she is part of the
Cork senior squad and it was
no great surprise to see her
named Player of the Game
afterwards. 3

Her tally of 2-4 was crucial
as she helped to drive her side
to glory.

Speaking after the game she

said that it was unbelievable .

to have won. )

“It's actually unbelievable, I
think we all just burst into
tears at the final whistle,” said
Kate. o

“I don’t know, it's just 5‘3”.]1
an incredible feeling and it's
just shows that the hard work
and all that is just so worth it.
1'd love to bottle it, it's in-
credible.”

De La Salle started at blis-
tering pace and before the
Barrs knew what hit them

they were 1-3 to no score.

down. But they regrouped and
by half-time there was only a
point between the sides.
“They started really well
and they're an excellent side.

[

Kate Wall is presented with the Player-of-the-Match award.

f

al inthe M Munster

Picture; INPHO/Tom O'Hanlon
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But [ don't think we panicked
because we've been there be-
fore. We've been down six
points and we've brought
things back and like the game
is long. - -

“T always say it like just
steady out and keep going and
that's what we did. We kept
playing and we're never
beaten until the final whistle
as these girls never give up.

“The goal from Orlaith (Ca-
halane - their first score toput
three between them) kind of
settled us and I don’t know if
she meant that flick or not, she
says she did, butitended upin |
the net and that’s all that mat-
tered.

“Then I just realised that
once we ran at them there
were opportunities there. We
pushed up our backs, went
player on player and I thought
our full-back line was in-
credible. They like we're so
tight, and I just think we
start ttles and

to win our ba
it just clicked for us at the end.
“I jus]i:ﬁ‘l:h that everg[;gnn;.é
ot the ere Was in
Front of me. I could hear the
lads scream at me fo run it,
and we did, and then it just
ed up.
npf.gm I ml:rnu!dn‘t have scored
that second goal if it wa_sn’tfor
the pass from Orlaith, it was a
bounce pass. When players
give you a ball like that you
have to score and thankfully I
did and we managed to win.
as\We will enjoy tt‘;e -:;eilll—
rations but we out ag
Enl;xt weekend in the All-Tre-
land semi-final so it will be
back to training on ‘Il‘uesda?
and prepare for that.”
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celebrating their victory over Moycarkey Borris in the AIB

Munster Intermediate Camogie Championship Club final at Mallow.

Picture: David Keane

Strong finish in Mallow
sees Ballincollig land
Munster camogie title

Ballincollig 2-7
Moycarkey Borris 1-5
A strong second half from Bal-

lincollig, the excellent goalk:
eeping of Ana Hartnettand2-2
from Leah Hannigan saw
them crowned AIB Intermedi-
ate Camogie Club Champions
at Mallow on Saturday.

Moycarkey will wonder
how they let this one slip with
the missed goal opportunities
but all eredit to Ballincollig,
who dug it out in tough condi-
tions.

A low-scoring opening half
with both defences on top saw
Moycarkey Borris up by a
point, 0-3 to 0-2, at the break.

The Tipp side's keeper
Molly O'Dwyer was in action
from the throw-in as she de-
nied Tara Goulding with an
excellent save. Kate Ralph had
the game’s opening score from
play on three minutes and
with Aflish Scanlon convert-
ing a Ballincollig free, the
sides were level.

Heavy conditions made for
a lot of rucks but both sides
battled for every ball. Gould-
ing and Emma O'Sullivan ex-
changed points as the sides re-
mained deadlocked. We had to
wait 17 minutes for the next
score as both defences coping
with a lot of pressure.

Kate Dowling and Lucy Cal-
Janan were impressing in the
Moycarkey Borris defence,
while Cara O Sullivan and
Aoife Cotter in the heart of the
Ballincollig defence were
mopping up everything.

Moycarkey Borris upped
the pace and had three goal
chances in the closing 10 min-
utes of the half. Alisha Kear-
ny’s ground shot screamed
past the upright before Ana
Hartnett denied them twice
with two excellent saves, the
second a one-on-one with
Sarah Corcoran.

Alisha Kearney did geta
point to edge the Tipp cham-
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Ballincollig players Leah Hannigan and Ella Hickey show their delight.
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pions in front as the half time
whistle sounded.

Sub Blaithin Cunniffe had
Ballincollig quickly back level
inside two minutes of the rest-
art and a Keeley Goulding free
edged them in front. The lively
Kate Ralph responded before
Movearkey Borris squander-
ed another goal opportunity
as Emma O’Sullivan kicked
wide from close range.

Ballincollig upped the gears
and in the blink of an eye went
two goals clear. Leah Hanni-
gan, Cork U16 captain this
year, struck twice inside 30
seconds and it was suddenly
advantage Ballincollig.

Moycarkey Borris were
now under pressure but Sarah
Corcoran get the final touch to
bring them back to within a
goal. Again it took an Ana
Hartnett save to deny Moycar-
key Borris an equaliser,

The brilliant Hannigan had
two Ballincollig points in
quick succession, Ciara Shelly
replied with one but a Ballin-
collig free relieved the press-
ure as they help out to record
a famous victory.

Ballincolliz goalkeeper Ana
Hartnett was picked as AIB
Player of the Game after a
superh display.

Scaorers for Ballincollig: L Hannigan 2-
2. K Goulding 0-2 f), A Scanion (1), B
Cunniffa, T Goulding 0-1 each,
Moycarkey Borris: S Corcoran 1-0, K
Ralph 0:2, A Keamay, E O Sullivan (i), ©
Shaly 0-1 sach,

BALLINCOLLIG: A Hartnatt; A Gatter, M
Healy, C O'Sulivan; O Keating, L Westa,
E Hickey: A Scanion, S Healy; K Gould-
ing, L Hannigan, O'0’'Leary: C McCarthy,
L Diorgan, T Goulding.

Subs: B Cunniffe for O O'Leary (het), N
©'Brien or S Haaly (50), | Fleury for 5
McCarthy (52).

MOYCARKEY BORRIS: M O'Dwryer, A
Callanan, G Shelly, A McGovern, J
O Keofle; K Dowling, L Callanan; A Kear-
ney, 5 Gorcoran; E Ralph, E O'Sullivan,
M Kinane; K Ralph, C Shelly, § Cough-

fan.
Referee: Dan McKenna (Limerick).

St Finbarr's Kate Wall is chased by De La Salle's Leah
AIB Munster Club Senior Camogie Championship Final, FBD Semple Sta-
dium. Wall will be one of the players the Barrs will look to tomorrow in

the All-Ireland semi-final.

St Finbarr's prepare
for crucial AlHreland
camogie semi-final

Tomorrow is one of the biggest
days ever for the St Finbarr's
gsenior camogie team.

* They head to Meath to take
on Loughgiel Shamrocks from
Antrim in the AIB All-Ireland
club championship semi-final,
throw-in 2pm.

It's unknown waters for the
Barrsas they have never been
in an All-Ireland semi-final
before, coming on the back of
their first-ever Munster
championship title a week

ago.

This is a team packed full of
talented players and one thing
iis for sure-it won't be for lack
of effort if they don’t reach the
decider at Croke Park.

But as well as stars on the

ypitch they have others on the
sideline who are involved in

\helping the team and one of
them is Gemma O'Connar.

~ Astar of the game and a leg-
end of the Barrs she it back
now helping out this side as
they bid to add the All-Ireland
title to their Cork and
nMunster crowns.

It's the type of game Gemma
relished playing in and said
they are looking forward to
what they know will be a
tough challenge.

“Being in a club All-Ireland
semi-final is such an achiev-
oment in itself,” sald Gemma.
“1 don't think people ever
thought that they could do it. 1
suppose if you ask people at
the start of the year that you
would make a Munster final
and win it and then into an
All-Treland semi-final, you'd
be over the moon.

“T think probably the differ-
ence in this team compared to
maybe the last couple of years
was getting over the county
final last yvear. It was kind of
the big stepping stone and
then it was kind of like the

‘ant thing.'

St Finbarr's Aoife 0'Neill celebrates after their win
[0'Neill has been in outstanding form for her dlub all season.

Browne during the

Picture: INPHO/Tom U'Hanlpn
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world was their oyster.
“Then after that they got
over the line again this year

and they have shown fierce

grit and resilience all this
vear. Like if you even if you
ook at the Newcastle West
game (Munster semi-final), to
go to extra extra time and
come out on top that shows
massive character.

“Tt's a testament to the team
and to the management to do
it again against a very aggres-
sive, strong De La Salle team
in the Munster final.

“1t will be another tough
battle against an Ulster side
tomorrow. We know they area
physically strong team and I
suppose it’s about getting the
match-ups right. They'll do
the same with'us no doubt.

“But you got to relish it,
these girls are so looking for-
ward to tomorrow, As [ said,
imagine being told at the start
of the season you would be in
an All-Ireland elub semi-final,
you'd be loving it. They are
giving it everything, they're
proving their work and
they're there on merit, which
is probably the most import-

Last Saturday they came
from 1-3 to no score down to
win the Munster title, with
Kate Wall leading by example,
along with the likes of Sorcha
McCartan, Meabh Cahalane,
Aopife O'Neill and Keeva
McCarthy.

It's another massive chal-
lenge for the Togher side to-
morrow and they will need an-
other all-round team perform-
ance like the Cork and
Munster finals if they are to
reach Croker on December 14.

o Ll
over De La Salle.

Barrs ciaim the SPOIiS
forjunior crown against
a battling kire Og side

StFinbarr's and Eire Og battled it
outfor the Barry O'Sullivan junior
camogie championship title on a
bitterly cold night in Riverstick.

|t was St Finbarr's, who ran our
winners by 0-9 to 0-3.

They led 0-6 to 0-2 at the shart
whistle.

Paints from Holly Fitzpatrick,
Alex Moynihan and Farrah Geas-
ley and three from Aoife Byrne
helped set the tone-of the open-
ing half as Lacise Murphy and
Kate Murphy replied for Eire Og.
On the resumption, Aocife Byme
and Matasha Varian added
points as St Finbarr's extended
their lead.

Eire Og battled hard but found
the going tough against a strong
St Finbarr's defence.

Laoise Murphy pointed to nar-
row the gap but thanks to a
strong opening half, St Finbarr's
ran qur winners 0-9 to 0-3, with
Aoife Byrne named as The Echo
Player of the Match.

MAI O’CONNELL JUNIOR
MUMSTER COMPETITIONS

The Mai O'Connell Munster Ca-
magie Cup, Shield and Plate
competitions for Junior A, B And
C clubs continued last weekend.
Youghal recorded a victory over
Walfe Tones, Shannen, to set up
a semi-final meeting today
against An Rinn from Wateriord
in An Rinn at 1pm. Youghal hit
the ground running and by the
‘halftime break they led 1-10to 0-
2.
A Sam Swaine goal helping to
set the foundations for their half
time lead.

On the resumption, Wolfe Tones
tightened up but Youghal added
on six points to their tally to run
our winners with Taylor Aherne,
Amy Lyons, Avril Cashman,
Chloe O'Connell Jenny Doyle
Lauren Ryan and Shauna
O'Connell all on the score sheet.
In the Mai ©'Cannell Junior B
shield semi-final, Barryroe took
the lead inside two minutes with
a Cliona Harte point.

Moyle Rovers responded with a
qgoal and they led 1-1 10 0-3 at
the end of the opening quarter.
Boisin Ni Bhuachalla replied with
two Barryroe points.

Barryroe began (o gain control
and finished the half stronger as
they led by a point 0-7 to 1 -3 at
the intarval.

Réisin Ni Bhuachalla stretched
the lead with a point before
Emma Deasy struck for a goal
and adding her second Barryroe
were seven points in front.
Moyle Rovers battled back and
with ten minutes remaining three
points separated the sides as
Barryroe clung to their lead.
They added two points without
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Mary McSweeney, Treasurer, Cork
County Camogie Board presents
The Echo Player-of-the-Match
award in the Barry 0'Sullivan Jun-
ior final to Acife Bymne.

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

reply.
Movle Rovers were within touch-
ing distance and they threw
everything at the Barryroe de-
fance, who withstood seven min-
utes of added time to run out
winners with a pointto spareina
2.9 10 2-8 heart stopping contest.
Barryroe will meet Kilmaley
today at 1.30pm in Cappamare
GAA grounds.
In the Mai ©'Connell Junior G
competition, Castlemartyr had
12 points to spare over Sixmile-
bridge where it finished 1-14 10
0-3.
Inside the opening minute, Ava
McAuliffe pointed an early free
and poinis from Ellen Hayes-
Mally, Faye McGrath, and Ava
MeAuliffe extended their early
advaniage.
Sixmilebridge battled hard, but
Castlemartyr were in contral,
Ava McAuliffe was unerring from
placed frees to push them ahead
and with Ciara O'Brien and Faye
McGrath also on target, Sixmile-
bridge were in trouble as Cast-
lemartyr heid a comfortable half
time advantage.
The second half saw Casllemar-
tyr continue to dominate 1o the
final whistle with Roisin Kelly fin-
ishing to the net for the game’s
anly goal.
Tomorrow will see St Patrick’s
Tipperary provide their opposi-
tion for Castlemartyr.

1INOR CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS:
The SE Systems Promier Minor Camo-
gia championship final gaes ahaad
loday at2.30pm.
Sliabh Aua take on Eire Og.
i thia Minoe A final, Midieton take on St
Catharna’s in the final lomorrow al
2 30pm. Both finals are on in Caslle
Road.

Eallinmlllg‘s Leah Weste is tackled by Ballygarvan's Catriona Kelly dur-
ing the SE System’s Cork Intermediate championship camogie final at

'castle Road.

Pirtiiras Eddia Il area
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Golden: | knew |
had to score or that
could be it for us

Picture the scenario, it's into in-
jury-time in extra, exira-time and
ihe ball breaks 10 you on the
wing.
You're playing at half-back and
would be the first 1o admit you're
not one of the top scorers for
your side and in meost games
tend nol lo score.
But you know that if you point,
the chances are you will send
your side 1o Croke Park and their
first ever club senior camogie All-
lreland final.
Miss and it goes to a shootout,
and anything can happen there.
That's what Ciara Golden faced
when the ball broke to her on the
wing as St Finbarr's took on
Loughgiel Shamrocks in the AIB
All-Ireland seniar club camogie
championship semi-final at Do-
noghmore Ashbourne GAA Club
in Meath on Saturday.
Keeping a cool head, she ar-
rawed the ball between the posts
and the rest as they say is history
as the Barrs won by 3-1510 3-14.
Reflecting on what had just hap-
pened and what herscore meant
Golden was almost lost for
words.
“It's just an amazing feeling to be
in the final and it's just such a
special day for all involved, it's
unbelievable really,” she said.
Asked what was going through
her head when the ball broke to
her Ciara added: "l knew |
needed 1o score and it just had
to go over.
“| knew that the clock was tick-
ing. | was saying, like, if this
doesn't go over, it could be it. |
was thinking after we fought and
fought, you know, there's no
going back now and it hasto go

o Lol oSt J"_.'--'------'I:,.-.-.__'..-_r
Ciara Golden of St Finbarr’s in action in

St Finbarr's Liz 0'Donovan in action against Loughiel

saturday’s All-Ireland semi-
Picture: Moya Nolan
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t Finbarr’s Grainne (ahalane gets a pass away against Loughgiel shamrocks Orlagh Laverty at Ashbourne Picture: Moya Nolan

Barrs have to dig
deep again to book
place in All-Ireland

REACTION

m Rory Noonan

straight over the bar and thank-
fully it did.

“| knew | was kind of close, and |
was saying, Jesus | have 10 just
turn now and go for it. When it
went gver there is just no feeling
like it.”

The gameitself wasa battle from
start to finish, with both sides en-
joying periods of dominance and
both looking at different times
like they had it won.

The Barrs had been down the
road of extra extra time in the
Munster semi-final against New-

Cﬂstlﬂ West and Golden felt that = A El.lpefb pumt m Mccm put the
et emon Salurday. | et ar e 32 B i in front, after she blocked a de-
“There's great character in this | 2OUI giel Shamrocks 13 fender’s clearance to regain possession

and score.
Five minutes into extra-time and Sham-
rocks got their second goal, with Lynn

team, | think that’s the thing
about us. We just keep going
and fighting and fighting foreach

(After extra, extra time)
Ciara Golden was the hero for the

Rory

gtngt ;;i ﬂ;ﬂgﬁgg-ﬂ*:*m;ﬁ = Barrs as they won an unbelievable sccﬁing to hmBlEB it11 &}iﬂftu ﬂt-g- o
i r cCarthy replied for ihe arrs
g e No matter who'sonthe | 32M° to see them advance to the Noonan N oo target again to see the sides

final of the AIB All-Ireland Senior Ca- lovel at half time of extra-time, 2-10 apiece.
mogie Championship. ; McCormick put her side back in front

caught by McCartan who gave MceAlister : - iz
Similar to their Munster semi-final, it no chance of saving, to make it 2-3 to 0-4. before Dobbin got Loughgiel Shamrocks

5 A 3 al.

took extra, extra-time to separate the A greatrun up the wing by Lucia third go three

sides with Golden scoring Iate on to see McNaughton saw her point for Sham- McCar‘t‘twgthm = Eﬂﬁ,ﬁ?ﬁlﬂﬁ

her side win by the narrowest of margins. rocks to reduce the deficit. ?Even ) Cgahalane set up Bimer
Tt was a game that the large crowd pres- It was the last score of the half as the H‘*Yl“ Eli:gr t‘i:.eir g goal and extra

ent won't forget as both sides gave it Barrs led by 2-3 to 0-5 at the break. E;ga?gme ‘was looking a possibility. ’

everything with just the narrowest of < than a minute into the second half X3t o yrecarthy free put the Barrs

margins in it at the end. and the Barrs had Hurley to thank againl, 0% e o0t with just 20 seconds left.
Sorcha McCartan opened the scoring this time denying Katie McKillop a goal. P7n+two minutes into injury-time saw it

for the Barrs in the first minute as they With 33 minutes gone there was Only oy 000 1o take it to extra extra time.

were playing with a slight wind advan- three between the sides when Dobbin e‘ﬁ Eit% o scored in the fivst half of

tage. pointed as Shamrocks were now making extrm e;;.:‘_ﬂme % players were visibly
She had the chance to add a second, but 1S2 of the wind. ﬁ;-inag’

her effort from a free was blocked by the __ Another long goal shot was stopped by o put the Barrs in front with

Antrim's side keeper, Emma McAlister. Hurley, with McCormick pointing the 1e- yy 50 mick replying at the other end and
Eight minutes in and the Barrs got the sulting 45 to make it a two-point Bame, wi(':hg inute left the sides were st

opening goal from Orlaith Cahalane. The Barrs needed a score to settle into WU o0 ick put her side back in front
A long ball in from a sideline by Keeva the second half and McCarthy duly ob- e fe h alane levelling it again.

MeCarthy was caught superbly by Cahal- liged, but the momentum was with Sham- 5 ot injury-time, Golden pointed

ane who turned to fire to the back of the Trocks. - to see the Barrs win an epic battle.

net to make it 1-1 to no score. Annie Lynn put two between the sides 0 7 ot Finbarr's: K McCarthy 0.7 (01, 0Ca-
Shamrocks opened their account when again and with 50 minutes gone the An- mu:,?s o Cartan 1-3 each, € Hurisy 1-1, C Goiden &-

Roisin MeCormick scored from a free and trim side led for the first time. 7

they added a second form the restart,with MecCormick picked up the ball from the | o,gngiel Shamrocks: R McCormick 1-9 (BT, 0-2 45), A

Marie Laverty pointing. restart, burst past several defenders t0  Lynn, 3 Dobbin 1-1 each; M Laverty, L Mchiaughton, A

ut her side in front, 1-8 t0 e 0-1 each.
Cahalane put three between them again scorea goal and put Boy s A Egan, AONBR:
M

pitch, we just fight and fight till
the end because we know that's
what we must do to win.”

Their Munster final win came just
aweek ago and a week later they
find themselves heading to
Croker on December 14 for an
All-lreland final.

“It doesn't get much befter than
that, to be going up there with
the Barrs it's just going to be an
unbelievable experience. We
never won Munster before not tof
mind heading to Croke Park so
it's something to look forward to.
We'll anjoy celebrating this win
first and then start preparing for
the final.”

when she pointed with McCormick reply- 24, ST FINBARR'S: C T, Sty
ing from apﬁ-ee at the other end. IEhY McCarthy pointed from another free 5 0aNEEN coiden, N e éﬁm gmnﬁ:
With 16 minutes gone it was 1-3 to 0-3, and with seven minutes to go the sides Favean” )
with McCormick missing a chance to nar- were level, 2-5 to 1-8. : Subs:L O'Donovan for § Daly (37), E Hurley for N Qiden
row the gap from a free. Cahalane put the Barrs back in front a8 - (30, E Wigofor Barret for K Wall (55). K Wall for F
Shamrocks' first goal chance came after  the game proved to be what most expected  O'Leary (75), K a0 (ARG GCampbell
51 minutes when Amy Boyle played Cai- —2 battle to the end. '-"”E;""'ﬂé{“ﬂ.“ & s e McFadden cq
trin Dobbin in, but Ciara Hurley was Another McCarthy free stretched the M McBary, & LTS phton; 3

M
, - K McKillop, A McCor-
quickly off her line to block and send it out ‘Barrs lead to two, before a 45 from McCor- m'f*gpﬁﬁa ?wcﬂgnﬁm&m o :
for a 45. mick has one betweern the sides with tWo & 4o i McKendry for C Laverty (44), O Laverty for K
MecCormick pointed from the 45, but minutes left. . MeKillep E?D}-MD'HW‘“GWF-”}-“W
from the restart the Barrs had their sec- Deep into injury-time Boyle levelled it  for M Laveny (B0} l
ond goal. A long ball out of defence was to take it to extra-time. Referee; Liz Dampsey, Kilienny: :

Shamrocks.
Picture: Moya Nolan



Barryroe
race out of
the blocks

to complete
Munster and
Cork double

BARRYROE 1-11
KILMALEY 0-3
BY MATTHEW HURLEY

BRILLIANT Barryroe are the
champions of Munster, and
they captured the Mai O'Con-
nell Munster Junior B Camogie
title in style.

Having led Clare side Kil-
maley 1-5 to 0-1 at the break
playing with the breeze, Barry-
roe outscored their opponents
0-6 to 0-2 in the second half to
power past the finishing line in
Cappamore, Limerick.

Most impressive of all from
the West Cork club was that
they didn't concede a score
from play in the entire game.

‘It was superb. The cele-
brations are still going. The
girls went to Barryroe and
Timoleague schools on Monday
morning. It's great for the girls,’
manager Tom Farrell told The
Southern Star.

‘We were in control after ten
minutes, we were 0-3 to nil up.
Before half-time, we made a
switch in putting Hannah Whel-
ton in full-forward. The first ball
she got ended up in the net. We
were seven up at half-time then
and we got to use most of the
bench. It was great.’

The Sky Blues were favour-
ites coming into the game and
stamped their authority early.
Hannah Whelton opened the
scoring inside a minute before
Roisin Ni Bhuachallaand Grace
Tobin had them firmly in the

Player of the match Ni Bhu-
achalla pointed a monster
free from beyond the 65 on 20

The Barryroe teamthat
wonithe Mal 0'Connell
Tournament Junior B final.
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Before half-time, we
made a switchin putting
Hannah Wheltonin full-
forward. The first ball she
gotendedupinthenet’

minutes, and Ellen O'Riordan
made it 0-5 to no score after 27
minutes,

The game was very much put
to bed when Emma Deasy —
who scored two goals in their
semi-final win over Newcastle
West — floated the ball into the
danger zone, allowing Whelton
to fire home. Kilmaley finally
got on the scoreboard courtesy
ofan Ava McGuane free, leaving
ir1-5t0 0-L at the break.

‘Before the girls left the
dressing room for the second
half, I asked for ultimate con-
centration. The job wasn't done.
Against the breeze, we ran at
them rather than taking pot-
shots. Cliona Harte was a huge
addition in coming on, she was
a fresh addition,’ Farrell added.

It was substitute Healy and
O'Riordan who continued Bar-

/]

Barryroe joint captains Emma D and Kate wlthﬂ'le Munsler]unlur.

ryroe’s scoring spurt.

O'Riordan added her third
point to an already impressive
showing. Forwards were given
more of a free roam in this final
and it worked a treat.

"We always inter-change. If a
player isn't getting a ball inside,
we get her out into the 40 to get
her involved. Look at the cor-
ner-forward Ellen O'Riordan.
She got 0-3 but got no score
in the semi-final. We brought
her out and she started getting
involved in the game. We'll al-
ways mix up the six forwards.
We'd never leave them in one
position. It just keeps them
ticking over, the Barryroe boss
explained.

Harte hit over another score
late on before Ni Bhuachalla fin-
ished off what was a great day
for the club. The attackers may
get the plaudits but the backline
deserve enormous praise.

‘My player of the match was
Lucy Kirby,' Farrell said.

“It could have been Jill McCa-
rthy, Aideen O'Riordan or Kate
Whelton, They were unbelieva-
ble. They (Kilmaley) had scored
three goals in every champion-

ship game. I said to the defence,

“if we keep them to one, maybe
two goals, we'd probably win the
game.” Our hooks and blocks
were off the wall altogether.

Some key figures in the Bar-
ryroe backroom team were cru-
cial, too. It was a whole-team
effort.

Before the match, Maria
O’Donovan, a Barryroe in-
ter-county player who is out
injured, and Sile Burns, part of
the management team and a
former Cork player, delivered
rousing pre-game talks.

‘“We would have taken the
county all day long. When we
got relegated last year, I said to
them that there would be other
teams with their eyes on the
county, Farrell said.

I would put a big part to play

_this season down to Paul Fitz-

patrick, the S&C coach. He is
going with Courcey Rovers this
year but he is going to stay with
us as well. Once the camogie
club came back, we upped our
training from twice to three
times a week. A fair bit of that
was S&C, so we had a fair block
done.

The key now for the West
Cork clubis to push on in Junior

Rolsin NiBhu

A next year. We have already
seen what the likes of Ballinas-
carthy can do with momentum
behind them, and Barryroe will
hope to blaze their own trail

‘I'm a great believer in not
looking behind. Keep looking
forward,” Farrell said.

‘We will work on strengthand
conditioning again. We have a
coach there that worked on a
new programme to work on for
two months individually, then
they'll come back as a group.
Every three or four weels, we'll
be making sure that everyoneis
doing their bit.

‘We have great additions
to our panel next year; two or
three girls are coming back
into the fold, There are a lot of
U16s coming up with quality
too, Farrell added, as Christ-
mas came early to Barryroe's
all-congquering camogie team.
Cork champs, now Munster
winners too.

Scorers
Barryroe: Rolsin NiBhuachalla 0-4

achalla with the player of th

e Jog '
ematchaward.

(fs); Hannah Whelton 1-T; Elflen
O'Riordan 0-3; Cliona Harte 0-2;
Grace Tobin 0-1.

Kilmaley: Ava McGuane 0-3(fs).
Barryroe: Meabhdh Sexton; Sarah
Harrington, Kate Whelton (joint-
captain), Lucy Kirby; Sarah Harte, Jil
McCarthy, Eimear Whelton; Aldeen
O'Riordan, Grace Tobin; Agibheann
McKeogh, Hannah Whelton, Roisin
MecCarthy; Rolsin NiBhuachalla,
Emma Deasy {joint-captain), Ellen
O'Riordan,

Subs: Cliona Harte for S Harrington:
Meabh O'Sullivan for E Deasy;
Sarah Harrington for R McCarthy;
Caolmhe NiBhuachalia for A
McKeogh; Alsling Coakley for 5
Harte; Sinead Walsh; Seadhna
Walsh; Lourse Calernan,

Klimaley: Alanagh Meaney: Leona
Grace, Mollie Casey, Lisa Kennedy;
Nora O'Rourke, Ruth Neylon, lenny
Williams; Alda Griffey, Arabelie
McGauley; Grace Doherty, Alne
Slattery, AvaMcGuane; Amy
Clancy, Edie McGuane, Olivia
Neylon.

Referee: Danlel 0'Donnell
(Limerichk).



Jerry Wallace
retumns to Cork
camogie as
U23 manager

HURLING
= Mary Newman
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Cork Camogie have appointed Jerry Wallace as
Cork U23 manager for the 2026 season.

The decision was ratified at Wednesday's Coun-
ty Convention at Castle Rd.

The Midleton native is vastly experienced.

He has worked for multiple counties, age
groups, and levels in both hurling and camogie,
having established himself in the mid-noughties
with the last Cork team that won the Liam Mac-
Carthy,

He managed the Cork minor camogie team from
2018 to 2023, guiding Cork to four All-Ireland titles
and re-establishing the county as a dominant force
at underage level.

His inter-county experience ineludes serving as
senior manager of Waterford Camogie from 2024
2025, as well as earlier roles, such as manager of
the Antrim senior hurling team, trainer with both
the Cork and Limerick senior hurlers, and diree-
tor of Limerick’'s underage hurling academy,
:l-.'ti'!lere he oversaw back-to-back Munster minor

1es,

At club level, he has delivered championship
stieeess in Kerry and led senior teams in Cork,
Wexford, and elsewhere, This breadth of coaching
and leadership experience places Jerry among the
most seasoned and versatile figures in Gaelic
games,

Wallace s thrilled to be involved with Cork ca-
mogie again. The Rebels reached the All-Ireland
final in the new grade this year, but lost the de-
cider to Galway.

harr_j.lI Wa_ilace was invelved with Waterford
earlier this year, but is now back in the Cork fold.
Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

“I am delighted and honoured to be back in-
volved in Cork Camogie,” Jerry said. “I will be
looking forward to working and participating with
the officers of Cork Camogie, our senior manager,
Ger Manley, and his management team, the club
mg;:;rs who WIEI n;‘present ll[lllcnl'k for 2026 at 123,

onsors and, of course, the great fami
supporters of Cork Camogie. et

‘My vision for our Cork U23 squad is to assist in
building a high-performing team through em-
powerment and support, creating a positive cul-
ture pathway for players to develop to senior.
Competitively reaching both the Munster and All-
Ireland finals will be our goal and, with 2 wee bit of
luc(::kT slflrlile silverware will follow. "

‘ork chairperson Padraig Treacy said: *
delighted to welcome Jerry on baa.st".dﬂfioti- tlﬂ%ﬁgg
season. The U23 panel is an important develop-
ment pathway for Cork Camogie, and we firmly
believe that someone of Jerry's calibre, experi-
ence, and leadership will bring real momentum to
this group, His track record at inter-county level

ﬁ';fé‘#s forl ltshfelf, and his commitment to player de-
ment aligns per i - :
oL E%ulm n];ﬂ Ef‘ﬁctl:.r with the long-term vi-|
H;eﬁadti.ed: “We received strong interest in this{
pgé on, which, once again, highlights the
strength and reputation of Cork Camogie and the.
appeal of working within our structures. It is en-

couraging to see sop el :
BARGY Lo be 1I1'~'01VE:1,"“a]w high-quality coaches(

Emma McSweeney, The Echo player of the Premier Minor
Championship Camogie final, is presented with her trophy by
Mary Newman.

Sliabh Rua pip Eire
Og to land their first
minor championship

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

Sliabh Rua 2-8
Eire Og 2-7

In an exciting SE Systems Premier Minor Camogle Cham-
pionship final, Sliabh Aua captured their first title at this level
as they overcame Eire Og in Castle Road last Saturday.
The excellent underfoot surface of the county camogie
grounds was a credit to the county board and itled to a thril-
ling contest. Sliabh Rua led 2-3 to 1-2 at the interval thanks to
two quick goals. :
Eire Og led 0-2 ta 0-1 at the end of the opening quarter,
!The two Eire Og’s goal came from Clara Murphy, but with
Caocimhe Horgan and Emma McSweeney grabbing goals for
I Sliabh Rua, they gained control to lead at the break by four
points.
The game's intensity continued through the second half with
both sides matching each other.
ISliabh Rua extended their lead with points from Cagimhe
Horgan, Emma MeSweeney (2) and Kayleigh Murphy,
lIn between, Clara Murphy had one back for Eire Og.
As Eire Og began to come more into the game the Sliabh
Aua defence was coming under a lot of pressure, and points
form Clara Murphy and Clodagh Fitzgerald narrowed the

gap.

Keeping the pressure on, Eire Og struck with an Emily
McGrath late goal to clese the gap to a point. Now coming
under enormous pressure, Sliabh Rua had to be attheir best
and they showed composure and didn't panic as Eire Og
pressed for an equaliser, but Sliabh Rua held firm to secure
victary.

Emma McSweeney, who contributed enermously to Sliabh
Rua's victory was named The Echo player of the match.

Midleton 0-10
St Catherine’s 0-6

Midléetan got the upperhand on a determined 5t Catherine’s
side in the S E Systems Minor A Gamogie Championship
final.

St Catherine’s set the early pace and had opened up a four-
point lead at the break, 0-6 to 0-2. .

Luey Murphy and Faye Dunlea with points ensuring Midleton
stayed within touching distance.

Midleton came back strong in the second half and as the
weather began to tumn, heavy rain and wind began to take its
toll, but both sides gave it everything they had.

The Midleton defence was superb as they stood firm against
St Catherine's attacks.

Faye Dunlea was in excellent form as she hit five points for
Midleton. :

Sarah Goulding added two points and Raisin McManus had
one as the tide turned in Midleton's favour. They kept their
foot on the pedal to the final whistle to run out winners with a
standout performance from Rebecca Cronin, who was
named The Echo player of the match.

Munster Mai O’Connell
competitions :
Barryroe 1-11

Kilmaley : 0-3

In the Mai O'Connell Munster Junior B Camogie Tournament
yfinal, Barryroe were 1-11 to 0-3 winners over Kilmaley.
Barryroe were in control of the game from the start, leading
1-510 0-1 at half-time.
Thraughout the second half, thay continued to hold the
upper hand, adding to their tally and containing Kilmaley to
ust points as they ran out winners. ’ '
pr isin Ni Bhuachalla was the player of the match following a
superb display for Barryroe.

Aisling Shannon St Finbarr’s, mes_past Loughgiel

Shamrocks' Katie

‘McKillop in a nail-biting All-Irefand Club Championship semi-final.

Picture: Moya Nolan

Shannon will be a key
player for St Finbarr's
in Athenry showdown

The St Finbarr's run to the AlE
All-Irgland senior camogie final
has been built on top-class team
performances as well as some
outstanding individual displays.
One of thelr most consistent
players has been midfielder Ais-
ling Shannon. She is the type of
ayer that doesn't often get the

accolades she deserves, buttalk
to her teammates and they will
tell you about the vital role she
plays in game after game.
Shannon has been playing with
‘the Barrs since she was five
years old, and the primary
,school teacher has seen itall
with the club in that time.
She won her first senior medal in
2024 and this season added a
second as well as a first Munster
title.

On Sunday at Crake Park
{4.15pm), against Athenry, she
will be hoping to add an All-ire-
fand medal to her tally.

“It's a massive achievement for
us as a club, we've never got
there before,” Shannon said.

“& lot of us have been playing
since we were four or five, and
I've been invalved with seniors
since ] was 15. I've seen the
good and bad days, a lot of bad
daysto be honest, soit's greatto
be on the good side of it now.”
Winning last year's champion-
ship was massive for the club
and it was the catalyst for therun
to Croker this year.

“We were always there and
thereabouts, and we knew we
had girls caming into strengthen
the squad. The younger girls
coming in have been pure gold,
the likes of Nicole Holden and
Liz O'Donovan, and others have
been a huge asset to us this

year.

*Then you've got others like Sor-
cha (McCartan) and Kate (Wall),
coming as well, which is great.
“We've always been building on

jFaye Sheehan, 5t (ane*s, tracking Aisiing Shannon, St Finbarr's, at

Castle Road.
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the panel that we have. And |
suppose last year was the icing
on the cake. To finally get it affer
18 years was unbellevable.”
sfending a title is never easy,
but Shannon said that the win
gave them massive confidence
coming into this year's cam-
paign.
“We knew that everyone wanted
to beat us this year, we wera the
ones to beat. So 'l felt for every
game, we went out knowing
evary team wants to beat us

NowW.

“Sp getting past Cork was kind
of a huge thing because | feel
Ilke Cork is probably one of the
hardest counties to really getout
as it's so competitive.

“In Munster wa knew what was
aqainst us from last year. | fesl
like we weren't as prepared |ast
year, | feal like we were just on
the high from the county win, but
going in this year, we really
knuckied down and gave it
averything.

“We met, as we always do, atthe
start of the season at the Ro-
chestown Park Hotel, and Brian
{O'Sullivan, their managar) said
that we should be aiming to
reach the All-Ireland final. He
wanted us to be ambitious, but
at the same time not take any-
thing for granted.

"We were thinking could this ac-
tually happen? And look atit is
actually happening so we're ab-
solutely elated that we're ac-
tually there.

“But we know that Athenry are
going to be another step up frem
the games we have played al-
ready and to have any chance of
winning we will have to be at our
best and hopefully we can finish
the season on a high.”

Pirturas lim Cannhlan
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Ballincollig Camogie Club will play against Camross in the AIB All-Ireland Intermediate Club final in Croke Park this Sunday.

Picture: Paul Lundy Sports Photography

Camogie Side to make

Ballincollig Camogie Club has already
made history this season, earning its
place in the All-Ireland Intermediate
Club final, and this Sunday it will be-
come the first Ballincollig camogie team
ever to play at Croke Park.

Michelle Finnerty, chairperson of the club,
told The Echo that making the final marked a
proud moment for the club’s plavers,
families, and the entire community.

“Following on from recent county and
Munster final successes, this achievement
highlights the extraordinary dedication, com-
mitment and spirit of our players and their
management team over the past number of
years,” she said.

“This All-Ireland final is a celebration of
Ballineollig camogie and our wider club com-

munity and an opportunity to participate in
ane of the most exciting camogie events of the
year in Croke Park. Y

“The players have worked tirelessly to
reach this stage, and we hope they enjoy the
experience of playing in Croke Ear}: and
share this experience with the wider club
community who plan to attend.” ;

Reflecting on the forthcoming game, inter-
mediate team manager Mike O'Brien said the
club was proud to represent its community on
the bipgest stage in club camogie.

“This group has shown unbelievable com-
mitment, resilience, and heart all season.

“Reaching the All-Ireland final in Croke
Park is a special achievement, and we're fully
focused on delivering a performance worthy
of the Rallincollig supporters who have heen
behind us every step of the way,” he said.

Linda Dorgan, captain of Ballincollig Ca-
mogie Club, said every player dreamed of

Croker history for Ballincollig

reaching an All-Ireland final. _

“It's a privilege to captain this incredible
group of players. - e

“What makes this team so special is the
blend of youth and experience — Our younger
players bring energy and fearlessness, while
our more mature players offer leadership and
calmness,” she said.

“That balance has been one of our greatest
strengths. Our management team has sup-
ported us brilliantly and created an environ-
ment where everyone can thrive, and our
families and the club has lifted us every step
of the way this yvear. : :

“We're proud to represent Bai]mc:}]:}lg and
ready to give it everything on the day.

The All-Ireland Intermediate Club final
takes place at 2pm in Croke Park on Sunday,
December 14, and will see Ballincollig take on
Camross from Co Laois. ;

Tickets are available at www.camogie.ie,

Ballincollig manager Mike 0'Brien.

Picture: Inpho/Tom 0'Hanlon

Steering Ballincollig to
Croke Park is a dream
come true for O'Brien

A native of Knockainey in
Limerick, Mike O'Brien relo-
cated in Ballincollig 25 years
ago.

On Sunday he will lead the
Village to Croke Park for the
AIB All-Ireland Intermediate
Camogie final against Cam-
ross from Laois. [t's an excit-
ing time for all sections of the
club, the first team to reach
Croke Park.

“Never in my wildest
dreams would [ every have im-
agined 1 would be involved in
such a huge oceasion. Having
followed Limerick in good
days and bad, and indeed the
fortunes of Cork, when sitting
in the stand in such a magnifi-
cent stadium it will be in-
cradible to be patrolling the
sideline.”

He got involved with Ballin-
collig camogie when his
aughter Niamh began play-
ing with the underage section
in 2015.

“1 hurled with the club at
home up to 2001 but travelling
up and down just got too
mueh. The love of the game
was always there so when |
was asked to help out in the ca-
mogie club 1 was delighted.”

He was previously a selec-
tor with the adult team in
2021-22. In 2023, following a
few tough seasons at senior,
Ballincollig re-graded to inter-
mediate. Premier intermedi-
ate was introduced by the
board with Ballincollig placed
in that tier.

“We really weren't sure
what to expect but did well
reaching the quarter-final in
our first year in the grade.”

They have a good blend of
youth and experience, from
this year's Cork U16 captain

=)
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St Finbarr’s Sorcha

McCartan celebrates
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‘Inl Sham

Leah Hannigan to captain
Linda Dorgan and Leah
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Weste.

The return to the fold of
former Cork minor Miriam
Healy was a massive addition.

“Miriam has been out of the
country studying in Holland
but is back home on place-
ment. Her return was a huge
boost to us at the start of the
campaign, her presence at full
back is huge.”

O'Brien, who has former
Cork U23 coach Danny Mor-
rissey involved in the set-up,
feels the veterans have been
crucial to their run, which in-
cluded a county final replay
against Ballygarvan.

“Linda Dorgan is a superb
athlete and a leader. She has
two young children but she is
a huge role model and a great
example to all the younger
players on the panel

“Leah Weste is another of
our more established players
also a mother of two voung
children. She is totally com-
mitted as is Aoife Cotter an-
other stalwart who leads by
example.

“Last season, some of the
older players were injured
and carrving knocks, but
thank God this year they are
all in great form. That is dowr
in no small way to our S&C
coach Dave Galvin."”

Looking ahead to Sunday
he knows it won't be easy.

“Two of the best teams are
there battling for the ultimate
prize. We know Camross are :
good side, they have a lot o
inter-county playvers, but wi
are focused and ready fo
what they will throw at us
Hopefully we won't be over
awed by the occasion.”
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AIB ambassadoers Kate Wall of St Finbarr’s
place on Sunday.

i

and Dervia iggins of Athenry at the launch of

-

the AIB All-Ireland camogie club final, which takes

Picture: Andrew Conan/Inpho

Wall hopes Barrs

push rih

= Rory Noonan

When you need big players to
stand up, they normally do and
show why they are top class at
their chosen sport.

When St Finbarr's needed someone
to do that in this vear's AIB Munster
Senior Camogie final, that's exactly
what Kate Wall did.

1t was a close game all through, bar
the start when the Barrs had to come
from 1-3 to nil down before coming out
on top.

Wall was one of the players that drove
her side on that day and her contribu-
tion of 2-4 was telling, with her second
goal winning the game for her side.

That win saw the Barrs win their first
ever Munster senior camogie title but
Wall said they took it step by step, and
retaining their county title was the only
thing on their minds at the start of the
SEAs0n.

“We met as a group at the start of the
vear, and we were setting out our goals
for the year. One thing we all said was
we just really wanted the county,” said
Wall.

. “Obviously we won the county last
year and maybe some people would be
looking ahead of that whereas that was
our first goal and our main goal.

“We hadn't ever done it before it's a
huge thing to win back-to-back coun-
ties. You could always say vou aspire to
getting to an All-Ireland final.

“But it wasn't our focus, because
Cork is really competitive and there's
good teams so you have to keep your
eve on Cork first before anything else.

“If you don't win the Cork champion-
‘ship then the rest doesn't happen, so
vou keep your focus on it

“We broke it down and focused on the
league first and did well to win that. You
get a lot of game time into players, you
build your panel and then come cham-
pionship, you have a squad,

“That's the one thing that we felt
about Iast year, players maybe might
not have had as much game time com-
pared to this year. You can see in the
games, we've such a panel, there's girls
on the sideline that could start, and
that's kind of the difference I think with
people coming on finishing games.

t buttons

[ SR 5

St Finbarr's Kate Wall breaks away from De La Salle's Leah Browne during the AIB Munster

Club Senior Camogie Championship final at FBD Semple Stadium. Picture; Tom 0'Hanlon/Inpho

“We learned a lot from last year going
out into Munster we said we had to be
more physical. We focused on our gym
work, we know we did it the year before,
but we put more emphasis this vear on
our strength and conditioning work.

“We found that games in Munster
were tough physical games, and you
had to be prepared for that, The New-
castle West game was a physical battle
and maybe last year we might have lost
a game like that.

“When we look back now like I think
that game really made us it. It just
bonds you so much as a team. There's
no skill involved, it's pure heart.

“Then when we came to the same
situation against Loughgiel Shamrocks
in the All-Ireland semi-final, I genu-
inely had ne doubt in my mind we
would win. We went down a goal and a
point, four points in extra time.

“Most teams would think it's over,
but I still didn't think we'd lose. We
didn’t panie and I think that was testa-
ment to the Newcastle West game.

“In a game, a moment can help, even
if it's light-hearted. As we were going
out for the second half of extra, extra
time against Loughgiel, one of the girls,
[ think it was Eimear Hurley, started
singing a song, We love the Sugababes
Push the Button, that's one of our songs
and she sang a bit of it and everyone just
relaxed and then Ciara [Golden] scored
tlli;ia winning point it was just unbeliey-
n el1$ -

Now Wall heads back to Croker

where she hopes this visit will have a
better ending than her last trip there
with Cork, when they lost to Galway: *'T
think vou must be excited, you can’t
pretend that it's not important because
it's so important.

*But vou must manage your energy,
a day like this can zap your energy and
that’s one thing that I would say as ad-
vice to people. On the pitch, you just
focus on small moments. You focus on
your first touch of the ball and then on
the first 15 minutes to try and make
sure the game doesn't run away from
you.

“It's brilliant to be going there, it's
just really exciting and you have to look
forward to days like this.”

Buft Wall could be back there in the
not-too-distant future as her twin
brother, Philip, will be part of the Kil-
brittain hurling team that are plaving
in an All-Ireland junior semi-final a
week later.

“The lads are doing unreal and
they've had huge success this year, win-
ning the Cork Premier Junior County
and then the Munster championship,”
she said.

“Phillip and I are so close, we'd al-
wavs be together and talking about
GAA nonstop and I'm delighted for him
and all the lads, they really deserve it.
My older brother Jamie has been
heavily involved as well. I'm just de-
lighted that they're getting the rewards
from all their hard work over the last
fow years,.”

O'Sullivan: Croker
date will be fantastic
occasion for the club

Next Sunday will be a special
day for Brian O'Sullivan and
his management team.

They will take to the pitchat
Croke Park for the AIB All-
Ireland senior camogie final
against Athenry, throw-in
4.15pm. 2

He has been involved now
with the senior side for several
years and in 2024 guided them
to the league-and-champion-
ship double.

This vear, so far, they have
retained those titles and have
added the Munster title to the
trophy cabinet. .

Now, on Sunday, he will be
hoping for ultimate honours
as they aim to win the All-Ire-
land title. :

Like others involved, he will
be creating his own bit of his-
tory as he is the first manager
to guide the 'Barr's camogie
side to an All-Ireland final.

“QOn the personal side of the
thing, it's more about the clu_b
and the plavers. It's a fantastic
occasion for the club to goin to
the final on Sunday,” said
O'Sullivan.

At the start of the year,
when he set out his hopes for
the season, reaching the All-
Ireland final was mentioned,
but he knew there were a lot of
tough hurdles to overcome to
get there.

“With the talent within the
group, there's no reason why
we shouldn't be looking to-
wards that. | mentioned a few
times what our goals were,
and the county championship
was the first one.

“There was a target on our
backs from winning it last
vear, and to do back-ta-back
titles was fantastic for this

group.

“Tt was a target that we set
ourselves, and then, once we
got out of Cork, which is al-
ways a tough task, you're al-
ways looking forward towards
the next game. Then, we won
Munster, it’s been an in-
credible journey so far.”

In the Munster champion-
ship, their first game was
against Newcastle West, a
game some would say made

St Finbarr’s manager Brian 0'Sullivan: There was a target on our backs
from winning the Cork championship last year.

=)
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this team for this year, giving
them the confidence to get to
where they are now.

“Yeah, possibly. It was a
massive test, psychologically
as well as physically. We were
two goals npat 61 minutes,
and you would think the game
was over. But, in fairness to
Newcastle West, they got two
goals. The next thing was
extra time, but our girls didn’t
panic and showed the mental
strength they have.

“It was a good test for us,
particularly out in Monster,
as it was a bit of the unknown,
and it stood us in good stead
going to Thurles for the final.

“That was a different type of

game, because we didn’t have
a quick start, and they came
out of the blocks. They got a
goal after 30 seconds. But like
that again, there was no panic
or distress to the team, we just
got on with it, and I think we
got it back to a point by half-
time.

“We regrouped at half time
and said, ‘there's another half
an hour here’. But like, as I
said, these girls are mgde of
steel, mentally and physically,
and it's player-driven. We're
just very fortunate, asa man-
agement team, to have the op-
portunity to work with them.”

Of their opponents, 0'Sulli-
van added; *They're a formi-
dable side. You know, for them
to come out of Galway after
beating Sarsfields (of Galway),
who are All-Ireland cham-
pions, tellsits own story.

“wWe're just going to try and
focus on ourselves as best as
possible and try to givea good
account of ourselves.

“But we're under no illu-
sions it’s going to be another
epic battle. They had a fantas-
fie win over Dicksboro in the
semi-final, another top-class
side. _

u At this level, you know
vou're facing a guality side
and have to be at it from the
start.”




McCartan eyes dream end to Barrs

Sorcha MeCartan landed on Leeside in
June of 2021. College work placement at
Stryker had taken her five hours down
the road from home in Castlewellan.
She didn’t hang about in finding a new
home. A eamogie one, that is.

Consideration was given to joining St
Vincent's on the northside of Cork City.
Douglas, on the southside, was also in
the frame. Both had their attractions.
Amy 0'Connor fronts the former, the
Mackey twins and Julia White led the
latter,

In the end, the Barrs won out through
an old and distant link to home in Cast-
lewellan.

Blues legend Gemma O'Connor had
officially launched the Castlewellan ca-
mogie club in the mid-2000s. Over a dec-
ade later, in 2021, they still had a contact
number for O'Connor and so contact
was made,

Another Barrs camogie stalwart,
Marian MeCarthy, went and collected
MceCartan to ferry her to Togher for her
first training session.

To have watched the Down native's
abrasive and authoritative on-field na-
ture during the Barrs run to Sunday’s
All-Ireland is to think it impossible that
she could ever be a bag of nerves where
camogie is concerned.

“I'd say 1 nearly gave Marian a heart
attack in the car when she brought me
to that first training because [ kept say-
ing, ‘'oh my God, I'm so nervous’. She
was like, ‘vou'll be grand’, but I was
screaming,” the 24-year-old McCartan

All-lreland Senior Club Camogle Championship final

& Y
Athenry (Galway) '-

v St Finbarr’s (Cork)

Sunday: Croke Park, 4:15pm

Referee; Ray Kelly
TV: RTE2

Eoghan Cormican

laughingly recalled this week.

MeCarthy was of course right, The
new girl had nothing to worry about.
The welcome mat of her new home was
put down by many.

“Everyvone was accepting. They
weren't frosty or anything, it didn’t take
any time to get involved with them.
They took me to the beach like a week
later, and after that is history,” she
said. “This group of girls are different.
There's obviously a few of us that have
come in because it is a city club, that
happens, but they treat us as if we've
been there since we were voung'uns.

“This club is just filled with amazing
people. Obviously sport’s a huge part,
but they actually care about yvou as a
person. | can recall John Neville when
he found out I was going into the Cork

panel (in 2022), he was our S&C, I
remember him taking me out during
December, out of his own time, to come
and trainme to get my fitness and touch
up.

“Whatever you need, the people in

this elub will never leave you wanting.”

Neither has she left them wanting in

this dizzying run to Sunday’s All-Tre-
land decider,

The free-roaming forward was the

county championship's top-scorer from
play with 4-17. She's since added 1-7 to

that tally across the Munster and All-

Ireland series.

Her total for a year still running is

6-53 (1-29 from the placed-ball). It's a

total and run of form she attributes to
the freedom of the club stage.

“With inter-county, you have a job to
do. You know that if you're not pulling
your weight, there will be someone to
come in and take that jersey off you,”
she said. “Whereas with the club,
you're more free to express yourself, so
yvou can Kind of make more mistakes,

and not be afraid to make mistakes.

“1 don't know if this is the same for
anyone, but I just think I'm less tense
and I'm just going out and playing.”

There's a possibility that McCartan’s
next chapter may see her say goodbye
t6 St Finbarr's and Cork in 2026. If that
is to be the case, and it might prove not,
Sunday silverware would be the perfect
sign off. = =
"l know camogie is such a big part of
it and it's not going to be there forever,

Sorcha McCartan has hailed the warm reception she received when joining St Finbarr’s.

but neither are yowr 20s, so I'm going to

have to just go out and see,” she said.
“But look, if it comes to February or

March, whenever it is, and I want to

Barrs camogie on
the brink of history

All-lreland Senior Club Camogle Championship final
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Athenry (Galway)
v St Finbarr's (Cork)
Sunday: Croke Park, 4:15pm
Referee: Ray Kelly

TV: RTE2

Eoghan Cormican

Brian O’Sullivan called the St Finbarr's
camogie panel to the Rochestown Park
Hotel last February. Their first get-to-
gether of the yvear. Targets set out and
ambitions aired.

The Barrs were late convening for the
2025 season. Given the campaign pre-
vious had delivered a first county title
in 18 years and ran to the end of Qc-
tober, O'Sullivan saw no need to hurry
them back.

The 2024 season informed conver-
sation at the Rochestown Park Hotel,
They'd had a taste of Munster fare,
fleeting though it was. They wanted
more. They wanted to go beyond
Munster and all the way to the last day.

The aspiration was set out to reach
the All-Ireland club final.

February words have become a De-
cember reality. The Barrs are off to
Croker this Sunday, only the third Cork
club over the past 30 years — Inniscarra
and Milford the other two — to secure
involvement in the decider.

“Just with the talent within the
group, there's no reason why we
shouldn't be looking towards that,” said
Barrs boss O'Sullivan when reflecting

on the standard-setting meeting of 10
months ago.

To aspire is one matter, to believe is
another.

“With the potential in the squad, I
probably did, but it's a minefield,"
O"Sullivan continued.

“Getting out of Cork, even getting out
of your group in Cork, because some of
the clubs in Cork are fantastic. If you
look at Cork over the last few vears,
they've been competing at senior, U23,
intermediate, minor level,

“All those top inter-county players
are dotted across all the clubs, so even
to get out of Cork is a magnificent
achievement.

“It's one of the toughest counties in
the country but you have to start push-
ing. You have to raise vour ambitions to
see where vou can get to.

“Someone has to get there, so why
couldn’t it be us, particularly with the
squad that we have."”

The squad 0'Sullivan speaks of con-
tains three starters — Sorcha McCar-
tan and the Cahalane sisters, Méabh
and Orlaith — from the Cork team that
came up short in August’s All-Ireland
final. A fourth Barrs player, Kate Wall,
was a second half sub in, A fifth, Aocife
O'Neill, was an unused sub. A sixth, the
returning-from-injury Grainne Cahal-
ane, was on the fringes of the set-up.

_Four more — Ciara Hurley, Ella Wig-
ginton Barrett, Ciara Golden, and Ni-
cole Olden — were on the bench the
afternoon Cork came up short in July's
All-Ireland U243 final.

The aforementioned Hurley, along
with Aisling Egan and Hannah
O'Leary, were part of Cork’s All-Ireland
winning intermediate panel in 2024,

Their stacked panel has been on a
sensational journey. If it hasn't already
erossed your path, the following is just
some of the craziness they've been in-
volved in and come through.

=

Kate Wall celebrates her match-winning
goal against De La Salle last month.

Brought to extra time by Newcastle
West in the Munster semi-final, when
the Limerick champions goaled twice in
second-half injury-time. A pair of Barrs
points then brought extra time to.extra,
extra time.

Kate Wall's 0th-minute goal deliver-
ed the Blues a famous come-from-be-
hind Munster final win over De La Salle
before double extra time again visited
their corner.

Eight minutes into the second five-
minute period of extra, extra time, the
Barrs trailed Loughgiel Shamrocks by
3-14 to 3-13. Back-to-back points in the
93rd and 94th minute from Orlaith Ca-
halane and Ciara Golden saw them edge
another epic.

“These girls are made of steel, ment-
ally and physically,” O'Sullivan said.
“The Newcastle West match here, a lot
of people would say that that was the |
match that made this team this year. |
That gave them that confidence to get to |
where they are now.”

Where they are now is one hour from
bringing a sixth All-Ireland club crown,
and first in camogie, back to Togher.

come back again, I'll see when the tim
comes. It would be a dream come tru
{to win on Sunday). I never foresee:
joining this club, so to be here in thi

Regrading leads
to Ballincollig's

Ballincollig v Camross

Sunday: Croke Park, 2pm
TV: RTE Player
Referee: Joseph Mullins

Therese 0O'Callaghan

Just a short few years ago, radical ac-
tion was required as Ballincollig
struggled to survive at senior camogie
level. y
They've come a long way since,
breaking fresh ground as they count
down to Sunday’s AIB All-Ireland Inter-
mediate Camogie Club Championship
final in Croke Park (2pm). = Ll
The village is buzzing, in anticipation
of their clash with Camross of Laois.
“There is good buy-in and good ex-
citement, the shops are displaying the
colours,” says Ballincollig manager
Mike O'Brien. "I believe it is the first
time for any Ballincollig GAA team to
be in an All-Ireland final. I don't think
there was evena Munster in the club be-
fore us at adult level, so'it is a huge oc-
casion. The men's side of the club has
rowed in behind us as well.”
Requesting to play at a lower level
was a diffienlt choice.
“In 2022, we had a very poor cham-
pionship, and we asked to be regraded.
“Ourselves and Douglas asked to go
down. That wasn't an easy decision, but
we were at a turning point where we felt
we had older players who couldn't
carry the ¢an any longer on their own,
and we had vounger players coming
through who weren't ready to play sen-
ior. So, we went down to rebuild.
“We've brought in Danny Morrissey
from Na Piarsaigh and S&C Dave Gal-
vin. Danny and Dave work together.”
It was a challenging time for the club,
but incredibly, three of those more ex-

perienced players are still performing
at the highest level.

“Linda Dorgan iz our elder states
woman at 42. She is a warrior, really
We made her captain this vear because
she's been a role model. She says vers
little, but her work ethic at training i
phenomenal. ]

“Leah Weste and Acife Cotter are ir
their mid-30s. Keeping them three in

jury-free this year has been a hugi
asset. They've all had babies in the las
three or four years.

“Linda and Leah have two each, an
Aoife has one, Ages two to seven, No
easy, juggling all of that.”

Player of the Match awards picked u
by Linda and Leah in the last two game
is testament to their input.

“We've two 16-year-olds on the pane!
Leah Hannigan was captain of the Corl
Ulés, and she has been very influential
Blaithin Cunniffe is the other Ul&. Than
very talented players, both Cork mi
nors 2026."

Mike — who is originally fron
Enockainey and joined the Ballincollig
camogie set-up when his daughter
Niamh started to play U14in 2015—is o
the opinion that sport must be enjoved
However, stepping out onto the big sta
dium can be daunting. The Mid Cork
club eannot afford to get caught up in
the grand occasion, especially against o
team that was well represented when

Laois claimed All-Treland premier jun-
ior honours at Croke Park in August,

“It's getting a balance between enjoy-
ing the occasion, but not letting that be-
come the focus. We've a little hit of ex-
perience in Linda and Leah, who have
won All-Irelands there.

*We've asked other playvers who've
been there on what can go wrong on the
day. It can be intimidating for all of us,
because it is so different to the way we
prepare for other matches. I've never
stood on the sideline either in Croke
Park, so it is a first for a lot of us.

“We would have done a bit of analysis
on Camross. We have pegged them as
the best team we will play this year.
Like any trip to Croke Park, it is'going
%:ipf the team that handles the oceasion

er.

“Hopefully we do ourselves justice.”



Family
as Cahalanes §

affair

eye glory

Eoghan Cormican

There was not a shred of
doubt. Spectating from
defence, Méabh Cahalane
privately forecast the out-
come, The vounger sister
did not disappoint.

The All-Ireland semi-final
was 93 minutes old. The
second period of extra,
extra-time was drawing to a
close. Light was fading in
Ashbourne, The Barrs
found themselves behind by
the minimum.

A sideline cut on halfway.
Sorcha McCartan arrowed
possession in the direction
of their attacking light-
house. We'll let Méabh pick
up the action from here.

“Orlaith got on the ball,
and I just knew. 1 said in my
head, she'll nail it, because
that's just the type of player
she is,” says the older sister.

The provider of the level-
ing score raced out to
midfield for the ensuing
puckout. Taking a pass from
Ella Wigginton Barrett, she
spotted Ciara Golden inside
and mailed the perfect de-
livery onto the centre-for-
ward's hurley, An assist be-
fitting the winning white
flag that followed.

The Barrs posted 3-15 to
edge Loughgiel Shamrocks.
Orlaith Cahalane con-
tributed 1-4 off her own
stick, assisted 1-2, and was
fouled for two converted
frees.

“Even though she's only
21, she nearly has an old
head on her shoulders. The
same as the All-Ireland final
this year where she stood up
and took the goal, which
nearly got us over the line;
she's very clever and just
gets herself into positions
that, at times, can be the dif-
ference between winning
and losing,” said Méabh.

“She’s just a different
player, and I'm so lucky that
1 get to play with her at club
and county level, but since
she was three to four years
of age, you could tell that she
was going to be unbeliev-
able, if she stuck at it. She
just seemed to have the
knack of it straightaway.

“Her performance the last

day was no surprise tome, to
be honest.”

All four Cahalane sisters
were on the field at full-time
in Ashbourne, Centre-back
Méabh, who turned 30 on
Thursday, is the eldest.
Fellow half-back Grainne is
26, Orlaith we've covered,
while the youngest Kate, an
extra-time sub two weeks
ago, is 18.

The Barrs will travel by
train te Dublin tomorrow
morning. When the venues
carry a more local Eircode,
the four Cahalane sisters
will squeeze into Méabh's
Mini

“T drive, otherwise I don’t
know if we'd arrive on time!
We're all packed in, so the
gearbags would be lined u
against the window an
everything.

“Tp see how Grainne has
come back from her injury
last yvear and how she's
grown in confidence as this
run has continued. Kate is
coming on in games and has
a great future ahead of her,
so for me looking at them
playing, I'd be really proud
of the performances they've
put in, but I don't think we
really tell each other at
home much.”

The birthday girl was last
in Croke Park on All-Ireland
final Sunday in mid-August.
As the defeated Cork cap-
tain, it is a day that never
leaves her.

The Barrs' journey to a
seventh All-Ireland club
final — first in camogie —
has succeeded in leaving
little time to sit alone with
one's thoughts.

“Winning the county and
then Munster for the first
time was incredible, so not
that it makes you forget any-
thing, but it probably just
makes dealing with the loss
that bit easier,

“We are so lucky with
Cork that every yvear we are
competing. Any yvear you
don’'t get to Croke Park with
Cork is a disappeinting year,
but now to have the oppor-
tunity to go there with your
club is unbelievable.”

Even more so going there
with each one of your
sisters.

ILoughgiel Shamrocks’ Katie Lynn
itackles 5t Finbarr's Orlaith

Athenry's Jessica Gill dejected at the end of

Al ieland Sevien (lub Camegie Gamginship fnal
c W&

Athenry (Galway)

v St Finbarr’s (Cork)
Sunday: Croke Park, 4.15pm
Referee; Ray Kelly

V:RIE2

Eoghan Cormican

Reeling in the years. Rolling
back the decades. The
mammies are still moving
and conjuring magic.
Athenry scored 1-9 to win
their All-Ireland semi-final
two weeks ago — 36-year-old
mother-of-three Jessica Gill
struck the game’s only goal,
44-year-old mother-of-three
Therese Donchoe struck a
first-half point into the gale.
Therese Donohoe is of
course Therese Maher. An
all-time camogie great. After
17 vears toiling on the
inter-county stage, Therese
got her storybook ending in
September 2013. She got her
All-Ireland senior medal.
She’s now seeking the
same final chapter in eclub
colours to tie the bow on a

e

career of phenomenal lon-
gevity and leadership.

Jessica Gill is still chasing
her storvbook ending. She's
still chasing an All-Ireland
senior medal. Her inter-
county chapter a decade fin-
ished, Athenry is the last re-
maining avenue to reward a
career of exceptional early
promise and enduring
PErseverance.

Rewind 20 vears, a child
superstar, a 15-vear-old mid-
fielder in Athenry's one-
point county final defeat, a
teenage tower in the four-in-
a-row of Galway titles that
followed.

Gill was Camogie's Young
Plaver of the Year in 2007.
The provider of 2-6 in Athen-
ry’'s All-Ireland semi-final
stunning of four-in-a-row
chasing St Lachtain's.
Match footage can be found
on YouTube. Go marvel at
the sideline she cuts over.
Go marvel at her power.

Top scorer, at 18 years
yvoung, in the 2008 All-Tre-
land senior final; top scorer
across the entire '08 cham-
pionship; All-Star hali-for-
ward,

Limitless potential, Gill
was a fresh face and leading
force in Galway's re-emerg-
ence as camogie contenders.

the All-Ireland dub camogie intermediate final in March 2018.

Unfinished business

1t's Monday of All-Treland
final week. Gill is thanking
us for thinking of her and re-
membering her. Two of the
kids are at home with her at
lunchtime. There’s the usual
health warning that she may
have to depart the call atany
unknown moment.

Gill and her husband, Jon-
athan, have three children.
Jack is 11, Alfie six, and
Poppy two. The middle one
asked mammy the other day
how many All-Irelands she
has. If the answer was differ-
ent and she'd something to
show Alfie, we might not be
having this conversation.
She might not be still turn-
ing out for Athenry.

A roll call of regret and
frustration. All-Ireland sen-
ior final defeats in 2008, ‘10,
11, and ‘15. All-Ireland sen-
ior club final defeats in 2007
and ‘09. She was a 46th-min-
ute introduction for the
latter of those, having done
her cruciate a few weeks
garlier. Add All-Ireland in-
termediate club final defeat
in 2017-18.

Gill fought her way back
fromn a second cruciate rup-
ture in four vears to rejoin
the Galway set-up in 2013.
Becoming pregnant with

Ballincollig’s Linda Dargan, Orla Keatin anﬂil'ﬁil Scanlon celebrate
after their semi-final win over Eglish. e '

Picture; Tom O'Hanlon/Inpho

Picture: Tommy Dickson/Inpho

Jack meant she had de-
parted long before Septem-
ber's famine-ending final
victory over Kilkenny.

“The 2009 club final was a
particularly hard one to take
because I was at the peak of
my camogie at that stage,”
says Gill of her curtailed in-
volvement on the last occa-
sion Athenry reached this
stage.

Such a statement reflects
the cruel uncertainty of
sport. Her 20s were but a few
weeks old. Her best vears al-
ready behind her, her limit-
less potential interrupted.

She said: “After both cru-
ciates, I found it very hard to
get back to where I was,
mainly because I had to
work very hard to get fit. I
would never have been a
player that you looked at
and said, ‘she is super fit". I
was known more for my
strength and power.

“But coming back, I did
fee] T still had more to offer
with Galway. Even in later
years and after having Jack,
1 thought 1 had a bit to offer.”

At 36, and two cruciates
and three kids later, slack
continues to be infrequently
cut, She still demands of her-
self: “I definitely put it on
myself that even though
you've had kids you should




-
Barrs look to emulate
Milford and Glen Rovers
on the All-Ireland stage

When Frank Flannery took
over the Milford senior camo-
gieteamin the early part ofthe
last decade, he was going into
a group that had been utterly
dominant at underage but
who had hit a wall at senior
level.

Milford had never won a county
senior title, but there was obvious
patential in the group.

They lost three finals between
2004-'11, but one of Flannery’s fivst
acts was to tell the players that
they were eight steps away from an
All-Ireland final in Croke Park.

“We were thinking, lads above, is
he mad, like," recalled Aisling
Thompson in her TG4 episode of
Laochra Gael.

“We were beaten in the quarter-
final of the county last year and
this fella thinks we're eight steps
from an All-Ireland. I said, ‘this
guy is mad anyway, we'll get
knocked out in the first round of
the championship”."”

They weren't because there was
total method to what the Milford
players had initially deemed to be
Flannery’s madness. When Milford
won their first county senior title

in 2012, they hammered St Cather- -

ine's in the decider by 25 points.

Within a few months, Milford
were All-Ireland club champions.
Flannery turned that Milford side
into a machine.

Of the four successive Cork titles
they won between 2012-'15, Mil-
ford’s aggregate winning margin
was 77 points.

The North Cork side went on to
win three All-lreland titles in four
years.

Milford won four successive
Munster titles and only narrowly
missed out on reaching four All-
Ireland finals in a row after losing
the 2014 semi-final to Mullagh.

After Milford lost the 2016 coun-
ty final to Inniscarra by three
points, that great team never came
back. Innisearra just picked up the
baton and ran with it, winning
three-in-a-row in Cork between
2016-148,

Inniscarra won a Munster title in
2018 but were subsequently beaten
in the All-Ireland semi-final by St
Martin's.

The Wexford side were in turn
beaten by a dominant Slaughtneil
team that bapgged three All-Ire-
lands in a row between 2016-"18.

Milford are the joint-fourth most
sueeessful club on the roll of hon-
our, but their incredible suceess
over such a short period was also
reflective of the trend of the All-Ire-
land club camogie championship;
the vast majority of the 10 most suc-
cessful elubs in the history of the
All-Treland camogie championship
won those titles in a blitzKrieg

s

Milford players before an All-Ireland winning display at Croke Park in 2015.

fashion. St Paul's Kilkenny, who
top the roll of honour with eight
All-Trelands, are an outlier because
they accumulated that haul over
two separate periods. After bagging
five in nine years between 1968-76,
St Paul’s returned with a new team
t?‘ win three in-a-row between 1987-
B9,

A core of that group returned to
win another title in 1994 under the
banner of their new name, Lis-
downey.

Buffers Alley from Wexford
reached seven successive All-Ire-
land finals between 1978-84, win-
ning five titles, while Pearses from
Galway secured five All-Irelands in
seven years between 1996-2002,

Glen Rovers mined four All-Tre-
lands from six final appearances in
a nine-year period between 1986-94,
while Sarsfields from Galway won
four titles from eight finals be-
tween 2016-24.

Slaughtneil and St Lachtain’s
Freshford both won three in & row
while Granagh-Ballingarry won
three All-Irelands in five years,

Tt took Oulart-the-Ballagh longer
to win their three All-Irelands, but
they were still accumulated in a
nine-year period,

Two of the three elubs with two
All-Irelands — St Patrick’s Glen-
goole (Tipperary) and Austin
Stacks (Dublin) - won them back-
ta-hack, while Cashel won two in

three vears between 2007-'09.
Milford's success was one of the
great modern camogie stories be-

cause they came from never having:

won a county senior title to domi-
nating the national landscape with
what felt like the snap of a finger.

They created a unigue tradition,
but the most successful Cork club
on the national stage — Glen
Rovers — have long been the tradi-
tional powerhouse, having won 22
county titles from 33 final appear-
ATCES.

The Glen’s two most glorious
periods was when they won seven
in-a-row between 1982-68 and 1990-
9, but the 1990s was even more
glorions for how the Glen frans-
lated that success into three All-
Irelands between 1990-'93.

It would have been four in five
vears if the Glen hadn't lost the
1994 decider to Lisdowney.

Having won their first All-Ire-
land in 1986, Glen Rovers are
Munster’s most successful senior
camogie club with four All-Tre-
lands.

They are also on top of the roll of
honour in the province with nine
titles but the Glen still followed the
pattern of a club winning All-Ire-
i:;mds over a short sustained peri-

When a club arrives on the All-
Ireland stage, they usually stay
around. And vet, the last three All-

_ Picture: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile

Ireland finals have still been con-
tested by clubs appearing in a first
senior decider; Loughgiel Sham-
rocks (2022), Dickshore (2023), and

St Finbarr's are appearing in a
first final tomorrow when they

take on Athenry. Similar to Glen |

Rovers, Buffers Alley and Sars-
fields (Galway), Athenry have won
All-Ireland senior titles in hurling
and camogie.

Yet the Barrs have a chance now
to write a whole new level of his-
tory again.

A win tomorrow would see the
RBarrs become the first club to win
senior All-Irelands in hurling, foot-
ball and camogie.

For decades, St Finbarr's were
the only elub to have won All-Ire-
lands in hurling and football before
Cuala finally managed it last year,
winning the football eight years
after they'd won successive hurling
titles. -

A number of elubs have won All-
Trelands in either hurling, football,
camogie and ladies football, but no
cl;.;h has managed it across three le-
Vvels.

A week after the Barrs devastat-
ing Munster final loss to Dingle,
and less than a year after another

club finally achieved what only St

Finbarr's had managed, the ar
club suddenly have the capacity to
stand out all on their own again,

Stephanie Punch makes

will have the honour of leading out

Stephanie

Tomorrow Stephanie Punch
will have the honour of lead-
ing her side out on a historic
day for St Finbarr's Camogie
Club.

She is captain of the side.
and will lead them out at
Croke Park for the AIB All-
Ireland Club Camogie final
against Athenry from Galway,
throw-in 4.15pm..

It's a day that all players
dream about and now Punch
and her team-mates get that
opportunity.

This squad have already
written themselves into the
history books of the famed
Togher club, having won the
Munster camogie final for the
first time a few weeks ago.

Now they have the chance
to end the season as All-Ire-
land champions which would
be unbelievable said Punch.

Like all clubs they set out
their stall at the start of the
season and getting to the All-
Ireland decider was the ulti-
mate aim

“Tt’s funny, when we met in
February at the Rochestown
Park Hotel Brian (©'Sullivan,
manager) had this aspiration
for us, He said it a few fimes to
us,” Punch said.

“He had aspirations higher
than a county for us, but ob-
viously there was no disre-
spect meant to any teams in
Cork, because winning the
county is extremely hard to
il

0.

“To be honest we kind of
laughed it off at the time. But
we were only saving the other
day — you know what, he was
right, so we should believe
him more.

“Really he was making the
point of us driving ourselves
on and demanding more from
gach other for the season
ahead.”

To get to Croker they first
had to retain their Cork ftitle
and then win the Munster
championship, not an easy

k.

“I'd say throughout the
whole of the Cork champion-
ship there was o easy game,
you know it's mentally and
iphysically challenging, and it
does take it out of vou. i
| “The Cork championship is
getting more competitive
every yvear, so it really set'us
up for Munster.
¥ “We had a fantasfic game
against Newcastle West in the

a dlearance for St Finbarr’s during their dash
with Newcastle West in the AIB Munster Camogie Championship. She

huge honour to :
captain this side

[ & w0 | '8 1

the Barrsin the All-ireland final to-

Picture: Larry Cummins
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Munster championship, and |
think all those games that |
we've played, they've been ”
tough, tough teams and U
they've set us up now for the
final.” '

Croke Park can be a daunt-
ing place, with many of her g
side not having played there
before and managing the day
itself can be difficult.

‘“NManaging the day is some- E
thing that we will have todeto
ensure we are ready to goat
4.15pm, but some of the girls
and pur management team E
have a lot of experience up
there, To have that experience
of knowing how the place runs
and what to expectis great.

_ “The players that have been
there with Cork are a huge
support and 1 suppose the
whole year we've said play the
game, not the oceasion.

9o that's kind of something
we've instilled in everyvone.
But Iook, we're really privi-
leged to have so many people
that are familiar with the
grounds and they're giving us
advice and you know they've
been fantastic.”

From a personal viewpoint
Punch considers it a huge
honour to captain the Barrs
and was delighted when
O'Sullivan asked her to con-
tinue in that role this season.

“In 2024 when Brian asked
me to be captain it wasa huge
honour and for him to ask me
to stay onin 25 was incredible.

“] suppose it shows the faith
he hadin me. But it's not
about personal honours. I'm =
just privileged to be part of
such a fantastic team.

“But when I do step away g
from it and look back at what |
has happened over the last
two seasons it will be some- :ﬁ

thing that I'll be extremely
p_mud of for the rest of my

.

As for Athenry Punch
knows what lies ahead.

“It'll be a huge baitle. Wes
know they're a very physical
side, but I'think the gamnes
that we've gome through this
vear when we really have l;ada
todiginwill stand tous..

“It will be another titgnic
batile, but we're just looking
forward toitnow.” '-
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Eoghan Cormican:
Croke Park

We're going to begin with the
d4-year-old mother of three.

Once Athenry midfielder
Kayla Madden and her 65th
minute leveller rewrote the
closing act and outcome of this
gripping decider, there's no-
where else you could begin.

Instead of Stephanie Punch
going up the steps to collect a
first-ever All-Ireland camogie
club title for the Barrs, yvou
had the 44-year-old mother of
three going over to collect the
player of the match plaque.

Therese Donohue hadn't set
foot on the Croke Park sod in
12 years. In September 2013,
and after 17 years leading on
the inter-county stage, she got
her storyhook ending. She was
chasing similar here in club
colours. She performed as if
she'd never left the place.

There was no storybook
ending vesterday. There was
also no defeat. She made damn
sure of the latter.

She and 36-year-old mother
of three Jessica Gill have
twice tasted All-Ireland senior
clubfinal heartache. The most
recent of those was as far back
as 2009. They refused the same
meal here.

It was Donohue — better
known by her maiden name,
Maher — who drove Athenry
to an unlikely late comeback
and second day out. She
scored 0-3 and had a hand in
another 1-4.

Her directness unsettled the
Barrs. Every time she lifted
possession onto her stick, At-
henry believed something —
anything — was possible.

Of their late revival, she cre-
ated Anna Jordan's 56th min-
ute goal to spark the come-
back. Eight minutes later, she
started the move that ended
with Madden's leveller.

Let's stay with that last, late
score. Donohue picked up pos-
session right on halfway. She
charged past Barrs sub Liz
O'Dlonovan. She then charged
past Punch. [ttook 21-year-old
Orlaith Cahalane careening in
from the side to stop her.

How she wasn’t awarded a
free was baffling. In the end, it
didn't matter. Athenry re-

cveled possession. Gill to Sabi-
na Rabbitte to Eva McGlynn to
Madden. Eighteen seconds
past the allotted four minutes
of injury-time, the Barrs were
caught again.

“Therese has been that way
all vear,"” said Athenry boss
Joe Rabbitte.

“Today, she really stood out
with her work rate, Cormac
Ward, our strength and condi-
tioning coach, would be in
Therese’s ear a lot and making
sureshe is in the condition she
is in because it's very hard to
replace players like that.

“She is working so hard off
the ball. Her leadership in the
dressing room and on the
pitch, you don't get players
like that too often.”

Six behind four minutes
from the end of the regulation
hour and having not scored in
the 14 minutes previous, At-
henry were ecstatic at the fin-
ish. They are the team who
make for Christmas with a
smile.

“It's going to galvanise the
group,” Rabbitte continued.
“It's really a thing that if we
can embrace it and use it the
right way — because we were
dead and gone but came back
to draw it, it's something if we
can work it, then it will be to
our advantage.”

Barrs boss

Eoghan Cormican

The Barrs were brilliant.
Then they were bewildered.
Bouncing, then befuddled.

Disbelief replaced second-
half domination. A six-point
lead on 55 minutes had be-
come an All-Treland final re-
play on the opening weekend
of January.

The Barrs had overwhel-
mingly been the better side
for the opening 25 minutes of
the second half. A two-point
interval lead had swollen to
six,

And yet the post-match
conversation with Barrs
manager Brian 0'Sullivan
and captain Stephanie Punch
focused almost exclusively on
what happened in the eight
minutes right at the end when
they were hemmed in and
their lead hounded.

“We had chanees to win it.
We were comfortable enough
at times, but the nature of
sport, and we've been on the
other side of it, is that you are
playing for 62, 63, 64 min-
utes,” began O'Sullivan.

Was there disappointment?
Surely there had to be disap-

to unlikely

To the blue corner. For the
third time in four outings,
they were caught right at the
end of regulation time. For the
second time in four outings,
they failed to protect a late six-
point lead.

The same as the Munster
semi-final against Newcastle
West and All-Ireland semi-
final against Loughgiel Sham-
rocks, the Barrs held a win-
ning hand deep in second-half
injury-time. Not holding out
will hurt and haunt,

Paints courtesy of Kate Wall
and sub Eimear Hurley sand-
wiched a mammoth Sorcha
MecCartan free from bevond
halfway for a 0-15 to 0-9 lead on
56 minutes.

It was a lead fully merited.
They were bouncier. They had
the better spread. They were
more intelligent in their
movement and passing. But
they will have regrets.

The aforementioned Hurley
had an injury-time chance to
push them three clear. Dervla
Higgins dived across the shot
and the sliotar limped wide.
They now have to gather
themselves over Christmas
and prepare for a replay they
know they should have
clinched first time out.

Falling 0-3 to 0-1 behind
early on, the Barrs announced

O’Sullivan o

pointment.

“No, not at all,” O'Sullivan
continued.

“T suppose vou might be
disappointed that you didn’t
win it, but we still have a
chance. We are still there.
We've another crack at it, so it
doesn’t really bother me, to
be honest.

“1'd say they were disap-
pointed going in at half-time,
but you kind of have a range
of emotions throughout the
game, It is pointless thinking
about what way the result
went, we take our lessons
learned from it, and drive on
again.”

He was similarly steadfast
when asked if there will be a
job to manage a group who
had one hand on the silver-
ware but must now wait three
weeks for another attempt to
take hold of that same silver-
ware.

“Not at all,” he repeated
himself. .

“These guys are experi-
enced. I keep going back to
the Newcastle West game. We
were six up and they got two
goals, and we went out the
next day against De La Salle

a..:=_:._ .J'l!m":‘.rq.i.'_‘.' 5 g
themselves through five un-
answered points. Orlaith Ca-
halane, as she had done for
their opener, assisted the
opening score of this se-
guence. Ciara Golden and Ni-
cole Olden sniped a pair, be-
fore McCartan did likewise
from the placed-ball. Their
full-back line was equally im-
pressive.

An 0-8 to 0-6 interval lead
was swollen further by
MeCartan and Cahalane. For
the second Sunday in succes-
sion, Barrs supporters

pts to stres

o -

Stephanie Punch: 'l am proud of
the team.’

and it didn’t phase those girls
at all,

“We've played in games
that were complete chaos and
we've dealt with it, either get-
ting draws or coming out on
top. I don’t think [they'll need
managing).

“We'll review the tapes and
get our couple of lessons

watched a healthy lead wither
and disappear.

One or two Barrs plavers
have travelling plans, Retuin-
ing Athenry sweeper Olwen
Rabbitte is nursing a damaged
cruciate, Injuries and itiner-
aries are put on ice. Hold the
Christmas Day dessert.

Scorers for St Finbarr's: S McCartan
(0-6, 0-4 frees, 0-1 “45); N Olden (0-3); O
Cahalane (0-2); C Golden, K McCarthy,
K Wall, E Hurfay (0-1 aach).

Scorers for Athenry: 5 Rabbitte (0-£, 0-
2 frees, 0-1 "45); T Donohue (0-3); A Jor-
dan {1-0); K Madden, K O'Driscell (0-2
each); E McGlynn (0-1).

s positives

learned, but we did an awful
lot of positive things too.
There's a lot of good to be
taken from it, as well.”

Captain and corner-back
Stephanie Punch was sitting
beside her manager.

An ice pack strapped to hér
right leg was the battle scar of
a fine individual perform-
ance.

“We probably are disap-
pointed in how we did finish
the game,” she conceded.

“We are well aware welefta
few chances behind us. They
came back at us hard. I am
proud of the team. We de-
fended like dogs there at the
end. We could very well be
coming in and talking about
us having lost by a point.”

Wonld she have preferred a
third extra-time outing in
their last four games?

“They had all the momen-
tum at the end, so l am not too
sure to be honest. It would
have been great to have it
done on the day, but they'll
have taken huge heart finish-
ing out with 1-3, so it is fair
enough that we both have
another crack at it in Janu-
ary."

ST FINBARR'S: C Hurlay; S Punch, A
Egan, A O'Neill; G Cahalane, M Cahal-
ane, S Daly: C Golden, A Shannon; N
Olden, K McCarthy, K Wall; H O'Leary, O
Cahalana, S McCanan

Subsa: L O'Donovan lor Daly (38); E Hur-
lay for O'Leary (45); E Wigginton Barreti
for Olden (59).

ATHENRY: L Freanay; K Scraona, D Hig-
ains, T Kilkanny; L Casserly, O Rabbetta,
S Feenay, M Feenoy, K Madden;, J Gill, T
Donohue, E Keane, C Burke, S Rabbitte,
K O'Driscoll

Subs: E McGlynn for N Feenay (HT); A
Jordan for C Burke (43); M Noone fot
Koane (52)

Referee: R Hally (Kildara).
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thenry keep their All-ireland
dreams alive with late equaliser

&
Gordon
Manning

atCrokePark

Finbarr's foiled at
death as Madden
point sends decider
toareplay

Athenry (Galway) _H2
St Finbarr’s (Cork) 0-15

Kayla Madden fired over an
equalising score with the last
play of the game as Athenry
staged a sensational Croke
Park comeback to send the
All-Ireland senior club camogie
final to areplay,

Athenry trailed St Finbarr's
by six points with four minutes
of normal rime remaining, but
the Galway champions -
propelled by the towering
Therese Donohue - scored 1-3
without response Lo earn a
replay on the weekend of
January 3rd-dth.

St Finbarr's, playing in their
maiden All-Ireland final, had
led the contest from the 17th to
the 65th minute, when Madden
received the ball on the edge of
the D and showed ice-like
composure to flick over the
equaliser.

Four minutes of added time
had been announced and when
the ball sailed over the crossbar
at the Canal End, the clock
showed 64 minutes 18 seconds,
The final whistle sounded on
the resulting puckout. Ecstasy
and agony, but no winner.,

“We're delighted to still be in
the All-Ireland final,” said
Athenry manager Joe Rabbitte
afterwards.

St Finbarr's were the better
team for much of the game but

this is now the third time in
their last four outings that they
have ended regulation time
deadlocked with their oppo-
nents.

Athenry's only previous
All-Ireland title in  this
competition was mined in 1977,
and it appeared they were on
course to lose an eighth decider
before their late show at Croke
Park on Sunday.

It wouldn't have been
possible without Donohue - the
44-year-old mother of three
was the standout player, and it
was her relentless determina-
tion that led to the crucial
S6th-minute goal that changed
the trajectory of the game.

She drilled a hole through a
forest of blue and gold jerseys
and when she finally got off a
shot it dropped just short,
hitting the ecrossbar but
bounecing back out in front of
the goal where Anna Jordan

was waiting to smack home,
0-15t01-9.

Sabina Rabbitte, whose dad
Joe is the Athenry manager,
arrowed over a difficult free
from under the Cusack Stand

1977

The year Athenry's only
previous All-Ireland title in
this competition was won

moments later to reduced the
Egap to just two points. From
nowhere, S5t Finbarr's were
suddenly on the back foot.

When Eimear Hurley - who
played in goal for Dublin this
year—made it 0-15 to 0-9 to the
Cork champions in the 55th
minute, it would have taken a
brave punter to wager on
Athenry getting anything out of
the zgame.

BEurt that was to be their last
score of the evening and
following Athenry's quick-fire
1-1, all the momentum was with
the Galway side. Kerri
('Driscoll had a widesoon afiter
Rabbitte’s free while 5t Fin-
barr's goalkeeper Ciara Hurley
had to produce a strong save
from a goal-bound shot from
Jessica Gillinthe first minute of
injury-time.

Clawback

Athenry looked like scoring
with every attack, it was just a
matter of whether they would
have enough time to claw back
the two-point deficit.

Rabbitte showed her steel
with a nicely executed 45 in the
63rd minute to reduce the gap
to the minimum - setting up a
high-drama finale.

The 'Barrs, to their credir,
defended ferociously in the
closing stages but when Eva

MeGlynn flicked the ball out to
Madden, the Athenry number
10 had enough space to split the
posts, Draw,

“My immediate reaction is
that we have another chance,
we have a game on the 3rd or
4th of January and we'll have
another rattle off it then,” said
St Finbarr's manager Brian
O'Sullivan.

St Finbarr's Ied 0-8 to 0-6 at
half-time and Sorcha MeCartan
put in a storming third quarter
to help extend their advantage
to four within nine minutes of
therestartinslotting overthree
points.

Athenry's Kerri
Q'Driscoll and
AislingEganof

| StFinbarr'skeep
theireyesonthe
sliotaratCroke Park.
Photegrapiy James,
Grombig/inpha

Donohue popped over a
point to make it 0-12 to 0-9, but
when St Finbart’s replied with
three on the bounce - from
Kate Wall, MeCartan and
Hurley - it felt as though the
Cork side had broken
Athenry’s resolve. How wrong
wewere.

1f Donohue was the catalyst
for Athenry’s comeback and
Madden was the hero with the
equaliser, special mentior
must also go to centre bacl
Olwen Rabbitte who playec
despite suffering a cruciate
injury in the Galway count
final. :

ﬂmBM'&ﬁmnrgmﬁﬁi%iﬁamAﬂﬁggfﬂargswﬁnﬁfﬁe}n
(0-1), AShannor, N OLden (0-3), . K McCarthy (0-1)HO Leary, 0 Cahalane (0-2),
SMcCartan(0-6; four frees, one 48). Subes: L 0'Dongvan for Daly (38mins) E Hurley (0-T) for

O'Leary{45k EViagington Bame tt for Uiden (50].
ATHENRY:L Freensy,D

Higoins.K Screens, T Hitkenny L Casserly, O Rabbitte SFaeney:

K Madden (0-2) N Feeney,J Gl T Danahue (0-3),E Keane € Burke, SRabbitte (0-4;two frees,
mﬁlﬂﬁmﬂ{ﬂ"ﬂ.mﬂm (0-T)for NFeeneyihth Adordan (150 for Burke (44

mingkMNeonefor Keane B2},
Referee: Ray Keolly [ildare)



sallincollig’s Leah Weste and herdaugh‘ter Mollie watch on as Camross

lift the trophy at Croke Park.

Picture: INPHO/James Crombie

Ballincollig camogie
players are a ‘credit to
club and county’

Huge disappointment but
great pride in Ballincollig
after their 1-14 to 1-10 loss to
Camross in the AIB All-Tre-
land Intermediate Camogie
final,

The Village put in a massive
effort at Croke Park but, des-
pite leading by a point at half-
time, they found it harder to
impose themselves in the sec-
ond explained manager Mike
O'Brien.

“Camross closed us down
and didn't allow us execuie
our game plan the way we
wanted to. We felt we were
well on top for the opening
guarter but they definitely
closed us down and made it
very hard for us.”

O’'Brien and his manage-
ment team felt the players lefi
it all out there.

“The girls gave theirall and
look a couple of things didn't
come off for us and these
things happen but we are very
proud of them.”

The Camross defence was
very strong and he acknowl-
edged they got the upper
hand, particularly in the sec-
ond half when Ballincollig
failed to score from play.

“Their defence was strong
and particularly in the second

half. We struggled as they
closed us down and never gave
us any room. We were trying
to get ball to our inside line
and we tried our best but they
had it over us. Our inside line
couldn't shake them off and

McCarthy of Ballincollig in
action against Luisne Delaney of
Camross. Picture: Seh Daly/Sportsfile

REACTION

m Mary Newman

get any clean possession.

“We were struggling bit as
well at midfield as we tried to
break them down and get ball
into our forwards, We iried to
remedy it and we started
bringing inside forwards out
but we really didn’t get an
awful lot out of it.”

Two superb saves from Bal-
lincollig goalkeeper Ana Hart-
nett in the opening minutes of
the second half kept Camross
at bay before Sarah Ann
Fitzgerald finally found the
net.

“We were under a lot of
early second-half pressure but
fair play, our defence were
great and they held them at
bayv. Ana made two excellent
saves before they finally
grabbed the goal that was
probably the decisive score as
it made a huge difference.

“When we were a point or
two in front we felt we had a
certain amount of control but
once we lost the lead Camross
closed the door and we were
unable to break them down
after that.”

Despite losing, O'Brien said
the year has been hugely suc-
cassful.

“To win the county cham-
pionship after a replay and go
straight into a Munster final
and win the title was a dream
come true for us. ;

“And to reach Croke Park
and play in an All-Ireland
final was something that
never crossed our minds so
while we are hugely disap-
pointed, we are so so proud
and no doubt the experience
gained will stand to these girls
who have been a credit to our
club and county.”

Camross manager Adrien
Delaney had huge praise for
his side but also paid tribute to
Ballincollig.

“It was a superb game and
firstly I want to pay huge
credit to Ballincollig, it was a
fine clean game not a bad
stroke all day and that is as it
should be.

“We got the goal after their
keeper had denied us with two
ereat saves and it began to put

daylight between us but we
still had to stand firm as they
applied pressure. I am delight-
ed for the girls they deserve all
the credit.”

Linda Dorgan of Ballincollig in action against Fiona Scully of Camross at (tuke-Pérk.

Camross 1-14
Ballincollig 1-10

Heartbreak for Ballincollig as Cam-
ross were crowned AIB All-Ireland In-
termediate Camogie champions in
Croke Park.

Despite a spirited effort, Ballincollig
will know that their failure to score from
play in a second half where they only
managed three frees, was costly.

Opting to play against the strong wind
in the opening half, Camross trailed at the
interval by a point, a Leah Hannigan goal
on eight minutes giving the Cork side a
lead they held to the short whistle,

In an even opening quarter, the sides
were level twice. Aimee Collier clipped a
lovely score before Ailish Scanlon replied
with a Ballincollig free. Erin Walsh edged
the Laois winners back in front before
Niamh Dollard denied Ballincollig a goal
after Linda Dorgan set up Tara Goulding.

Scanlon converted a free before Gould-
ing’s clever pass allowed Hannigan to
raise a green flag.

While Camross hit back with two points
without reply, Collig were beginning to
gain the upper hand, Three scores in a
row from Linda Dorgan, Scanlon, and the
liiuely Sorcha MeCarthy had them four
clear. :

sliotar.

Leah Daly of Camross and Cara 0'Sullivan of Ballincollig battle for the
Picture: James Cromhia/innha

Ballincollig's
hopes dashed

m Mary Newman

With a sweeper at both ends, Camross
were finding it hard to get the ball to their
inside line. Long-range points from Kris-
tine Keenan and Collier kept them in
touch.

Scanlon’s frees put the Village back in
control before the outstanding Sarah Ann
Fitzgerald nailed two efforts to leave justa
point in it at the break and the Laois side
had the wind to come. :

Camross applied massive pressure from
the restart. Twice Collig keeper Ana Hart-
nett denied them with excellent saves,
while at the other end, Scanlon converted
a tricky free after Hannigan was fouled.

The goal finally arrived when Sarah
Ann Fitzeerald struck first time to the net
when a clearance was blocked down to
edge Camross in front after 39 minutes.

Beginning to gain the upper hand
around the middle and driven on by Pre-
mier Junior Player of the Year Aimee Col-
lier, Camross extended their lead with a
Collier point from play. ] f

A Seanlon free kept Ballincollig in
touch but they couldn't get enough
quality possession in the attacking third.

Fitzgerald slammed over a long-range

14

Ballincollig's Leah Hannigan celebrates afte

=

Picture; Seb Daly/Sportsfile

effort before Camross hit their first wide.

They were more clinical overall than
Ballincollig, who twice missed efforts to
narrow the gap as both teams gave every-
thing but began to tire.

Upping the pace once more, with
Grainne Delaney and Erin Walsh doing
huge work around the middle, Camross
pressed and points from player of the
match Fitzgerald and Andrea Scully put
the Leinster champions in the box seat.

Scanlon bagged another free but as the
game entered the three minutes of added
time, Camross led by four.

Ballincollig pushed forward. However,
they needed a goal and couldn't engineer
an opening.

Scorers for Camross: SA Fitzgarald 1-7 (0-6 1), A Col-
fler 0:3, E Walsh, G Delanay, A Scully, K Keanan 0-1
each,

Ballincellig: A Scanlon 0-7 1, L Hannigan 1-0, 8
McCanthy 0-2, L Dorgan 0-1

CAMROSS: N Dollard; M Burke, A Burke, F Seully, A
Coliier (¢}, D Mortimer, E Cuddy, L Delanay, A Colliar; L
Daly. G Delanoy, A Scully; E Walsh, SA Fitzgerald, K
Keenan,

Subs: S Burks for L Daly (56), A Guiiloyle for M Burke
(62}, T Lowry for E Walsh (63).

BALLINCOLLIG: A Hannat; A Cotter, M Healy, C O'Sul
lvan; O Keating, L Weste, E Hickay: A Scanion, S Healy
K Goulding, L Dorgan (c), © O'Leary; S McCarthy, 1
Goulding, L Hannigan.

Subs: B Cunnitfe lor O ©'Leary (42). N O'Brien for
Haaly (42), | Flaury for S McCarthy (80).

Refarae: Joa Mulling (Clare).

o _
r scoring her goal.

Dirtniras lamac frnmhiafinnk
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.[W club Senior final: Athenry
Galway) 1-12 St Finbarr's (Cork) 0-15:
All-Ireland club Intermedate final:

1-10; Ali-ireland club

Camross (Laois) 1-14 Ballincollig (Cork)
Junior final:

.d:'m OgaYAntrim) 1-8 5t Dominic's (Ros-
common) 1-5:'nﬁ-li'nlmdutuhdm{ofﬂ

_final: Eire

, Carickmiore (Tyrone) 2-7

Stalemate
stirs the pot
or exciting

2026 reunion

Fitzgerald the standout as
Camross dash "Collig hopes

l-belind ntermediate Camogie Gub Champlonship fina

o

Camross (LaoiS) w1-14
Ballincollig (Cork) ..1-10

Therese O'Callaghan

On the final day of the club
championships, Camross de-
livered a masterful second-
half display to overcome Bal-
lincollig by four points ina
tightly-fought AIB All-Treland
intermediate camogie final in
Croke Park yesterday.

The destination of the
Agnes O'Farrelly Cup still
hung in the balance against a
battling Cork side who trailed
by two points and the fourth
quarter yet to play. But Cam-
ross drove at them courtesy of
a late flurry of points.

However, the actual shift in
power came just before half
time, when the new cham-
pions rallied and went to the
dressing room just a point be-
hind.

to penetrate after that. We
tried our best. The dream was
to get to Croke Park and win
— we did half of it."

The Laois and Leinster
champlons were made to work
for it, though.

With the sides level at two
points apiece, and Niamh Dol-
lard forced to save from Tara
Goulding, it was the southern
outfit that set the ball rolling.

Sixteen-year-old Leah Han-
nigan was at the end of a quick
exchange started by Ailish
Scanlon and Goulding, and
her eighth-minute blast to the
net put them 1-2 to 0-2 up. The
yvoung emerging talent took

her score so well.

And it got better for Ballin-
collig with Scanlon flashing
over a long free after Camross
were guilty of over-carrying.

Captain Linda Dorgan
found the range and Sorcha
MeCarthy pointed to put them
ahead by double scores, 1-3 to
0-4, and the final 10 minutes
left to play.

Camross hadn't scored in 12
minutes but, when they
needed a fillip, it came in the
guise of a Fitzgerald free. They

would produce their best peri-
ad of the half from there to the
hreak, with Fitzgerald unerr-
ing from placed balls and Pre-
mier Junior player of the year
Aimée Collier landing her sec-
ond point. Kristen Keenan
also found the range.

By the halfway mark, they
trailed by the minimum 1-7 to
0-0 but they had renewed ener-
gy with wind assist to come.

And they re-emerged with
real purpose. Ana Hartnett
was foreed into two point-
blank saves from Andrea
Scully and Erin Walsh,

However, at the third time
of Camross asking, a first-time
ground shot from Fitzgerald
flew all the way to the far
corner of the net, this despite
great work by Leah Weste, but
it was the brave block by Kee-
nan that enabled the ball to
break favourably for Fitzger-
ald in the 39th minute.

Camross regained a lead
they had held in the third min-
ute. Collier stretched that to
two on the three-quarter
mark, 1-10 to 1-8, and they
looked to be ina good position,
defiant at the back as well,

leaving Ballincollig with just
two converted frees in a
fiercely-fought third quarter,

With sweoepers operating at
either end, space was at a pre-
mium but, significantly, Cam-
ross were taking control.

The magical Fitzgerald,
who had to leave the field for
three minutes as a temporary
blood sub, rolled back the
years, adding white flags from
play and frees.

Ballincollig couldn’t im-
prove their situation due to a
defiant Camross defence and
their only score was a third
second-half Scanlon free.

The winners defended in
numbers, with Ella Cuddy,
Donnagh Mortimer, and An-
drea Scully in particular de-
fending their lead.

Scorors for Comross: 5 A Fitzgorald {1-
7. 0-6 frees), Aimén Gollier (0-3), G Del-
anay, A Scully, K Keanan, and E Walsh
(0-1 ach).

Scorers for Ballincollig: A Scanlon (0-7
frees), L Hannigan (1-0}, S McCarthy (0-
2}, L Dorgan (0-1).

CAMROSS: N Dollard; M Burke, A
Burke, F Scully: Acifo Colliar {Capt), D
Mmortimer, E Cuddy: L Delangy, Aimag
Collier: L Daly, G Dolanay, A Scully: E
Walsh, S A Fitzgeralkd, K Keonan,

Subs: T Lowry for S A Fitzgerald (52-55
temp), S Burke for L Daly (56), A Guil-
foyle for M Burke (63), T Lowry for E
Walsh (63)

BALLINCOLLIG: A Harinatt; A Cottar, W
Healy, G O'Sullivan; O Keating, L Westa
E Hickay; A Scanlon, S Healy; K Gould-
ing, L Dorgan [Capt]. O O'Leary; S

ALANNA CUNNANE

hristmaswill lookabit differ-
ent towhatwas anticipated
for the camogie players of
Athenry and St Finbarr’s,
with yesterday’s All Ireland
club final concluding in a draw —after
a dramatic closing period.

Six points down with five minutes to
go, Galway’s Athenry will be relieved
that they live to fight another day.

Six points upwith five minutes to go
and still in with another chance come
the replay on the first Saturday or Sun-
day of January, Cork’s 3t Finbarr'swill
be relieved that they, too, still have the
chance to finish the job.

In the cold light of day, however, the
Cork outfit, led by their familiar county
stars in the Cahalane sisters, Orlaith and
Méabh, as well as sharpshooter Sorcha
MeCartan, will surely have been frus-
trated to let a lead like that slip in the
final minutes.

The Barrs failed toturn thescrew and
seeout the gamewhen it mattered most.

On the other hand, though, depend-
ing onwhichwayyou choose o viewit,
Athenrywill be bolstered by theirsteely
determination (o never give up - epito-
mised by the player-of-the-match show-

case from 44-vear-old Therese Donohue *

(née Maher).

There could be some shades of deja
vu in that regard for some of the in-
ter-county performers from both teams,

with Galway having put togethera sim-
ilar comeback in the All-Ireland final
in the summer to topple Cork's three-
in-a-row bid.

Unlike that day however, there was
no such clutch Carrie Dolan score 10
tip the scales either way come the fi-
nal whistle in this encounter, which
sees the replay pushed to the new year.

The knock-on implications of that
could resultina changeof plans for many.

For instance, Athenry manager Joe
Rabbitte confirmed post-match that
his daughter, Olwen, was scheduled
toundergnACLsurgeryjumdayslater.
onJanuary7 - having valiantly pushed
through to playin the weekend's clash,
carrying the injury.

“She did her cruciate a month ago.
She strapped it up. It's amazing, I don't.
knowwhatkind of ayolk sheis!” he said
in the post-maich press conference,
still trying to make sense of what just
happened, and how it alters the next
fewweeks.

Brilliant

«Qut there today she got knocked, she
got turned upside down and she kept
getting back up. She was brilliant for us
foday now in the role she played, but
supposeit’sabout getting back now and
keeping my head down -becauseIdon't
want to be down chatting to those sur-
geons until this game is over'”

~ Work, travel and other commitments
will all undoubtedly be affected.

Forallinvolved then, would they have
preferredifit finished on the day with
extra-time?

“The way things were going really,
extra-time nearly suited us because we
were starting to hurl,” he added.

“We left alot behind us in the first half

Laois legend Sarah-Anne
Fitzgerald was the star per-
former with 1-7, her goal nine
minutes after the break being
crucial.

“They definitely had it over
us in the second half,” was
Ballincollig manager Mike
O’Brien’s assessment of the
Camross victory.

“\We couldn’t seem to get
our inside forwards free. We
weren't getting the ball in
quick enough to them. We
struggled a bit at midfield to
get good clean balls into the
forwards. We started bringing
them out to try to remedy that.

“Camross got the decisive
goal, which switched over the
lead. Once we lost the lead,
Camross definitely closed the
door. We didn’t seem to be able

in terms of scores, but it's simple. I'm
happy where 1 am at the minute now
I'll tell you; Rabbitte said with relief,
wrninghis attention towhatlessons his
side learned from yesterday’s clash, that
they might take into the second edition
of the encounter in a few weeks' time.

*It’'s going to galvanise the group, I

McCarthy, T Goulding, L Hannigar.

Subs: B Cunniffe for O O'Leary (42), b
O'Brign for S Hoealy {49), | Fleury for €
MeCarthy (61)

Roeferee: Joa Mullins (Clare).

PITCH PERFECT: Sarah-Ann
Fitzgerald of Camross celebrate
after their win over Ballincolli
in the All-lreland Camogi
Intermediate Club Championshi
final at Croke Park.

suppose. It's going to be tough to pick
ateam again, butit’s reallya thing ifwe
can embrace this nowand use this the
right way . .. we were dead and gone
and we came back to draw it so if we
can work it, itwill be to our advantage.”
he added.

On the opposite side, Barrs manager
Brian O'Sullivan spoke of how the re-
playand the extended preparation that
will involve is “not ideal going into the
Christmas period”.

“Itiswhat it is, though. The rules were
there beforehand and everyone hasan-
other fair crack at it again.

“We've gone through our fair share of
extra-times but the rules are the rules,
we'll playwhateversuitsthem.” he added.

As for a potential venue, is there an-
ywhere in particular he'd like to see it
played?

“We'll play in the Barrs if they want

Veteran Donohue inspires Athenry fightback

to play in the Barrs, but I know that’s
not going to happen.” he joked.

“[t'd be great to play it in Croke Park,
or Thurles. or the Gaclic Grounds - we
would like just to showcase the sport
_.but I'll leave that to the powers that
be.” he said.

With the physicality and skill on show
at GAA headquarters yesterday evening,
camogie fans will hope that O'Su llivan's
thoughtson that come to fruition - with
the opportunity to see this blockbuster
unfold on a big stage once again.

Athenry have waited 48 years since
their only title win in the competition,
while this appearance in the final was
a first for St Finbarr’s,. When put in that
context, perhaps the first weekend of
January isn't too far away alterall.

And it means 2026 will start off on
the best possible footing for whoever
emerges victorious.

| Fitzgerald strike helps Camross seize crown

supply Hannigan and Goulding
as Camross carved out chances.

ATHENRY 1-12 ji].;?m time, Donohue burst pazt den and Donohue kept Athenry | CAMROSS 114 inglthc Cork side a four-point
] = t defenders, Athenryneed-  in touch. e ————— 7 cushion. !
ST FINBARR'S 015 ing a point to survive. She ap- The second half began with B_EEHM_ _1.E With Leah Weste commanding
ALLIRELAND CLUBCAMOGIESENIORFINAL - peared fouled, but referee Ray  five pointsin five minutes, with | ALLIRELAND CAMOGIE INTERMEDIATE FINAL at half-back and Scanlon adding
Kelly waved play on. The Barrs the Cork side edging it. After | — = frees, they led 17 to 0-9 at _lhe
Towill take plentyof rewatchingto ~ cleared, Athenry regained,and  Donohue’s third, Athenrywasted sarah AnneFitzgerald's39thmin-  break despite Camross finish-
fully grasp this one, but thefacts  in the fifth minute Kayla Mad-  chancesbefore Barrs surgedwith | utegoal proved decisiveasCam-  ing strongly.
are clear: when Eimear Hurley  denstruck from35metres forher threeinarow - Kate' Wall, Sor- | r0ss edged Ballincolligin athrill- That late surge - points from
came off the bench to split the  second score -and theequaliser. chaMcCartan (from herown65) | ing AIBAll-reland intermediate  Fitzgerald, Collierand Keenan =
postsin the55th minute, St Fin- Donohue finishedwiththree  and Hurley'sapparent clincher. | club final at Croke Park. hinted at a shift. After the restart,
barr’s led 0-15 to 0-9 and looked pni‘ms.iu-::ludjngtheopener.anﬂ But Athenry's resilience told. No The former Laois star, later ~ Camross tightened their grip.
destined for their first AIBAlLIre-  her shot off the crossbar mo-  winner, no loser - and a replay named player of the match, fin- Theirwork rate around the mid-
{and senior camogie title. ments after Hurley's effort led  set for early January. ished with 17 - with six points dle third forced 5un1mrcrs.wh1}e
A six-point cushion in swirl-  to Anna Jordan’s rebound goal — SCORERS-Athenry. S Rabbitie 0-4 @458 | from frees, including a superb  Donnagh Mortimer excelledin
ing wind seemed decisive. But  that flipped the contest. mngTg‘WJ Wagden | first-half strike into ihewind.  defence, Ballincolligstruggledto
Athenry, who dethroned cham- Sabina Rabbitte added along- u'-eﬁtuskmn-mma:mwt Her goal, a brilliant angled yr 3
pions Sarsfields earlierthisyear, ~range free,and, after Ciara Hur- Gaiden, K McCantsy, K Wall. E Hurley 0-1 nﬂ; shot from outside the square,
weren't finished. Norwere StFin-  leysaved from JessicaGill, con- ”mﬂﬂml mmmm nudged Camross ahead 19 to

barr’s strangers to drama, having
edged Loughgiel Shamrocks in
extra time toreach this stage.
The turning point came from
Therese Donohue - “Maher” to
all - the 44-year-old mother of
three, 12 years retired from in-

ter-county action.
e e o A YT

verted the 45.

Farlier, St Finbarr's had looked
in control. They led 0-8 to 0-6at
half-time, their efficiency telling:
11 shots to Athenry's 13, with just
one wide to four, Nicole'Olden
hit three from play, while Orlaith
Cahalane, KeevaMcCarthy and
Ciara Golden also scored. Mad-

© Rablitte, E Keane, T Donchise, K O Driscoll, )
fGill € Burke, 5 Rabbitte. Subs: E MeGhyrn for N
Feersmy (), A Jordan for Burke (43), M Nocne for
Keane (52)

STFINBARRSS: C Hurley, 5 Punch, A Eqan,
AQPHeil, § Daly, M Cahalane, G Cahalarye, 5
McCartan, N CHden, € Golden, A Shansion, O
Cabakine, KAl H O'Leary. Subs: L O'Donovan far
Daby (38), F Hirtey for O'Leary (45), E Wigginton
Barrett for N Ohden (60)

REF: Ray Kelly (Kildare}

1-% and capped a dominant spell.

Aimee Collier apened thescor-
ing inside 42 seconds for Cam-
ross, but Ailish Scanlon’s aceura-
cy from placed balls was reward
for Ballincollig who had started
brightly. Leah Hannigan struck
asuperb 10th-minute goal after
linking with Tara Goulding, giv-

Fitzgerald's goal feltinevitable
and gave Arien Delaney’s charg:
es the edge. Ballincollig battled
gamely, Scanlon landing three
more frees, but Camross always
had answers. Fitzgerald (below),
Collier and Andrea Scully add-
ed insurance scoresas the Laois
outfit became the county’s first
All-Treland champions since
Harps' three-in-a-row in 2008,

SCORERS - Camrtss: S-A Fitzgerald 1-7{0-66

A Collier 0-2: G Delaney, A Scully, E'VWalsh, K
Foenan 04 each, Ballincolfig: A Seanton 07005 L
Hanmigan 1-0; 5 MeCarthy 0-2; L Dorgan 0-1
CAMROSS: N Deflard, M Burke, A Burke, F Scully,
Aoite Collies, [ Meortimer, E Cuddy, L Delaney,
M Coliar, L D2ly, G Delaney, AScully, B
Wakh, S A Fitzgesald, K Keenan. Subs: T Lowry
for Fitegerald temp (52-55), 5 Burke for L Draly
(577, A Guilfoyle for M Burke [60+3), T Lowry for
E Walsh (60+4)
BALLINCOLLIG A Hartnent, A Cotter, M Hesly

O'Leary, | Hannigan, T Goulding, S MeCarthy,
Subss: B Cunniffe for O Leary (42), N ' Brien for 5
Hiealy (49), | Fleury for MeCarthy (6042)

REF: Jue Muding (Clare)



m Stephen Barry

In an ideal world, you'd want your
season over by now to properly
enjoy Christmas.

But if ever the distraction of the festive
break could prove benefieial, it's for St
Finbarr's to reset and recover from an
All-Treland final which slipped from their
Rrasp,

The good news is they will get another
chance to contest those honours on the
first weekend of 2026. The most important
angle in the three-week turnaround be-
tween now and then is psychological.

Forgetting the opporiunity gone and re-
membering the one that awaits around
the corner.

For such a battle-hardened team, it
looked like the Barrs were doing their
thing as they stretched six points clear of
Athenry with five minutes of normal time
to play. Except they haven't won anything
easy along the way,

In the Munster semi-final, for instance,
they held Newecastle West scoreless for 26
second-half minutes, only to let a six-point
lead slip in stoppage time,

That will have felt similar to their
Croke Park experience on Sunday. Athen-
ry didn't score for almost 14 minutes as
the Barrs built that lead,

The Corkonians came forward with the
next attack, too, only for the shot from the
impressive Nicole Olden to drop short. It
would prove a sliding-doors moment,

When Thérése Donohue's subsequent
shot dropped onto the crossbar, after ten-
acious defending by Méabh Cahalane,
Anna Jordan was rushing across to sweep
home the rebound. It was game on again.

The Barrs still came up with several big
plays. Liz O'Donovan ended a dangerous
attack by forcing an overcarrying free,

Captain Stephanie Punch got in a ter-
rific hook on her own 21 as the backtrack-
ing Sorcha MeCartan applied extra press-
ure,

Ciara Hurley's quick adjustment allow-
ed her to save from Jessica Gill in the first

Finbarr's
get their heads
right for replay

Kayla Madden of Athenry in action against
Kate Wall of 5t Finbarr's.
Picture: Seb Daly/Sportsfile

of four added minutes. Hurley was called
into action twice more under dangerous
balls in.

. Trailing by two with 70 seconds remain-
ing, Sabina Rabbitte briefly seemed in two
minds whether to take her 45 short or go
for the posts.

She chose the latter option. The subse-
guent minute would determine whether
that was the correct choice.

Like their footballers against Dingle,
the Barrs came up with possession and
the lead inside the final minute. Even
when they lost the ball, a sideline at the
opposite end seemed a safe location,

Donohue, better known as Thérése
Maher, already has a Laochra Gael epi-
sode dedicated to her career.

Her exploits this year may yet require a
follow-up edition if she is to claim a long-
awaited national club medal. The 44-year-
old's tireless solo run put Athenry back
into scoring territory.

She hit the ground, but Ray Kelly
seemed reluctant to permit any soft frees
in that final play, swerving a repeat of the
Cork-Galway fallout this summer.,

He did allow the 18 extra seconds to
complete the attack, The maroon side per-
sisted, working the sliotar for Kayla
Madden to slot the equaliser.,

must

Grainne CGahalane of 5t Finbar's in
action against Kerri 0'Driscoll of
. Athenry at Croke Park

Pleture; S

The Barrs were left to regret their
shooting efficiency, so sharp at 80% in the
first half, slipping by almost half to 44% in
the second.

Would they have preferred extra-time?
Given momentum, maybe not. Given their
frack record, mavbe yes.

The Togher side have won double-extra-
time epics in both the Munster and All-
Ireland semi-finals.

Certainly, their stamina can’t be called
into question.

The defining characteristic of this
Barrs team, which they will rely upon
over the coming weeks, has been their re-
sponse to adversity.

Apainst Newcastle West, they shipped a
third goal in extra-time before digging out
an equalising brace to trigger the second
f':jt_fl;i period, in which they finally pre-

Kate Wall’s Munster final winning goal
owed to incredible vision and calmness
under pressure by Orlaith Cahalane with
time almost up.

In the All-Ireland semi, Loughgiel
Shamrocks twice struck goals in extra-
time, only for the Barrs to come back off
the canvas to force a second extra period
and grind out a dramatic win.

The RTE stats summed up the fine mar-
gins of this All-Treland final.

B Scoring chances: 28 apiece,

B Scores from play: 10 apiece.

B Wides: Athenry’s eight to the Barrs’
seven.

B Turnovers won: Athenry’s 42 to the
Barrs' 41,

The Barrs held marginally more pos-
session. Athenry claimed marginally
more puck-outs,

The start and finish belonged to Athen-
ry, The middle section was owned by the
Barrs. The replay remains very much up
for grabs.

Olwen Rabbitte's cruciate ligament op-
eration is due after the replay, which
could enable her to play again.

Remarkably, she completed the hour atf
Croke Park with a strapped-up knee.

She held the middle for a formidable Aty
henry defence, which kept its fifth clean
sheet in eight games this season.

But having scored 22 goals en route to
the final, threatening the net could be key{
for the Barrs in the replay.

4

Cork Camogie Board chairman Padraic Treacy presents the S E Systems
Minor Championship trophy to Nemo captain Cassandra Fitzgerald.

Nemo bring curtain
down on season
with minor B win

Nemo Rangers 2-9
Ballyhea 2-3

The curtain came down on a
busy camogie season in Castle
Road where Nemo Rangers and
Ballyhea battied it out for the SE
Systems Minor B cameagie
championship crown in the last
competition of 2025. :
Mermo got off to a quick start with
two points from Gassandra
Fitzgerald, one from play and
one from a free.
Roisin Walsh responded for Bal-
lyhea with a pointed free, and an
Ava Mulcahy goal on 12 minutes
edged Ballyhea in front 1-1 to
0-2.
With Ballynea threatening, the
Nemo defence had to be at their
'best and they broke down attack
after attack.
Up front, they responded well to
the Ballyhea goal as they rallied
and hit four points without re-
sponse, 1-1 o 0-6.
Caoimhe Power pointed from a
iree, followed by points from
play from Aoife Collins, and ong
from play and one from a free
from Fitzgerald to put Nema in
front at half-time by two points
0-6to 1-1.
Nemo got a great start to the
second half with a Brianna Healy

gzﬁirhea had a Walsh point as
they put the Nemo defence
under a lot of pressure, but they
held thair lines with Katelyn Col-
lins, Mia O'Callaghan, and
Saoirse Collins hugely effective.
As the sides again exchanged
points, Walsh and Fitzgerald
were on target as Nemo helda
four-point advantage.

Power stretched it to five points
before Ava Heaphy finished to
the net with 10 minutes remain-
ing to stretch the Nemo the ad-
vantage to eight.

..I,.

Newman The Echo Player uﬁhe Match award to Nemo
}mm Mpﬁ?ntsm Katelyn Collins.

e
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CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

Ballyhea fought back and, in an
excellent move, Faye Ronan fin-
ished to the netio get her side
back into the game with seven
minutes remaining. Power stea-
died the Nemo nerves with a
point, but Ballyhea were still batt-
ling hard but despite huge press-
ure they failed to break down the
strong Nemo defence as they
held out to take the title with six
points to spare. .
MNema defender Katelyn Collins
was named as The Echo Player
of the‘Match following her out-
standing display. ]
County board chairman Padraig
Treacy presented the trophy to
his fellow club person Nemo
captain Cassandra Fitzgerald,
while Mary Newman presented
The Echo Player of the Match to
Katelyn Collins.
The game brought a busy sea-
son to its conelusion with all
underage and adult champion-
ship and league competitions
completed by first week of De-
cember. A huge well dane to all
concemed.
Scorers for Neme: C Fitzgerald 0-5 (-
a's), A Heaphy, Ba Lynch1:0 sach, C
Power 0-3 (0-1 =), A Colling 0-1.
Ballyhea: B Walsh 0-3 (F's0, F Ronan 1-
0

NEMO: MO Connell; MO Callaghan, L
Buckley, E Barratt: G Garaghty, S Col-
lins, K Gallins; E O° Callaghan; © Power;
C Moronay, A Collins, & Geary; R
Murphy, C Fitzgeraid (¢), C Morgan.
Subs: B'Lynch for R Murphy, A Heaphy
far. G Morgan, T McCarthy for A Geary,
BALLYHEA: A Morissey: S Keane, R
Linehan, K Mortell; S Morrissay, F
Raonan, | Bamett; C Hickey, E Lynch, A
Walsh, A Mulcahy, G Hickey, 5§ Lynch, A
\Walsh, H Buicke,

Subs: S0 Sullivan for 8 Lynch, F Mor-
tall for. E Lynch , K Short for H Bulcke,
Referse: Cathal McAllister.
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St Colum’s trailblazer Libby
Coppinger on her decision

to focus on camogie only at
L inter-county level in 2026
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BY KIERAN McCARTHY

THIS is the decision that Lib-

by Coppinger never wanted
to make, but in recent times
knew she had to.

The St Colum's clubwoman

has taken huge pride in play- 3 :

ing both camogie and foot-
ball at inter-county level for
almost a decade, but earlier
this week confirmed that she
will commit to camogie only
at county level in 2026.

Coppinger had feared this
decision day would come and
had resisted making it for as
long as she could, but ulti-
mately knew she couldn’t give
her all to both set-ups.

“The seasons are getting
busier and the body is getting
a bit older as well, the Kealkill
hero told The Southern Star.

‘It was in the back of my
mind a bit during the year, and
it came to the stage where I
had to decide - there was alot
of humming and hawing, and
alotof tears,

‘T have loved playing both,
and that love hasn't changed.
Ilove playing football, love the
gang that's involved, and T'll
miss so much of that.

‘But the way the season
plays out, there is no time for

anything. Even in the season
just gonel had a few niggly in-
juries, so preparing for games
has become a lot harder with
the season 50 much shorter,

Libby
for the Cork footballers.

erinaction

‘It’s great that there are

more games than ever, but as
a dual player it has become so
much harder.

Perhaps the season-ending
hamstring injury Coppinger
sufferéd in May 2024 played a
role in her decision.

The grade-three hamstring
tear picked up in a Munster
football round-robin game
saw her miss both the 2024

football and camogie cham-
pionship campaigns —and the
latter ended in All-Treland
success for Cork.

Speak-
ing to The
Southern
Starin Jan-
vary, Cop-

pinger ad-
mitted she
was more
- conscious
than ever
in 2025 of
the dual
S apwork-
- | load. Her
plan was
to see
how the
season
played

" out.
¥ |

want to give it a go. Please

God, it will work out,’ she said
at the time, but has now come
to the realisation that it has
become too difficult to play

both at county level.

‘It was a culmination of fac-
tors, Coppinger explains.

‘In 2024, it was slightly dif-
ferent in that when I had that
injury my season was over,
but this past season 1 picked
up an injury playing football
in the Munster championship
and it was extra hard then to
get back again. You end up
chasing your tail for weeks,
between rehab and so on.

‘Everyone has been great
tome over the years, and I am
so grateful that everyone —

management and team-mates
— gave me this opportunity.
But it is definitely harder now.

‘I wanted to give it a go this
year and see what happened.
For this to work you need to be
fully committed to both, and
it's a big commitment.

‘It was a long year with a
couple of injuries, and it takes
its toll.

“There is no guarantee that
you won't get injured playing
just one, but it has become
harder to balance both when
you're trying to stay fully fit
and be at your best level.”

Given the success of the
Cork camogie team in recent
years, winning two of the past
three All-Irelands, and that
Coppinger is now a three-
time Camogie All-Star, it’s not
surprising she has decided to
throw her lot in with Ger Man-
ley's set-up in 2026. But this
wasn't an easy decision — she
has loved her time in a Cork
football jersey.

‘It was really hard to pick
between the two, the 28-year-
old admits.

‘l was saying at home that
I would love it if football was
one side of the year and camo-
gie was on the other side so
I could give the time to both.
You are left thinking how
things would go if you were
fully able to give your time
to one.

‘But the season has just got-

T e R e i

‘it’'s very hardtoclose
the foothall chapter.

lt wasadecisionlwas
wishing someone could
make for me’

ten busier. From the word go,
at the start of the year when
you are planning out your
year, there are very few week-
ends when you don’t have a
game. If you played just one
you'd have a few weekends off,
and that helps.

‘T'll still be watching the
football closely, and I'm look-
ing forward to seeing what
they cando.

‘It's very hard to close the
football chapter. It was a de-
cision I was wishing someone
could make for me.

Cork camogie will feel the
benefit of having Coppinger
involved for the full season, as
the highly-rated defender will
be present from the outset.

‘T will be more present with
camogie now because [ would
have missed various things
that you then try to make up
for, she notes.

Recent events also feel like
a crossroads moment for dual
players with Cork. From three
involved this past season, none
of the trio will combine both
codes in 2026 — Coppinger
is focusing fully on camogie,

8 Libby Coppingeraccepts §
B her2025Camogie All-Star

8 Association Uachtaran Brian

award from Camogie

Molloy, and Marie Coady,
PwC Markets Partner.

Aoife Healy have both s
AFLW deals in Australia.

‘It’s not to say it's not possi-
ble, and the way it has ended
up this year is that the three
of us have all gone down dif
ferent paths.

I hope it won't stop the ides
of a dual player, because | love
to see people playing both
It's still manageable, but th
schedule isn't helping,” Cop
pinger explains.

‘I'd love to say that the dua
player will continue at county
level. At underage you have so
many girls playing both, and
in clubs all over the county
and country there are dua
players too, so I'd love to see i
continue.

‘But at inter-county level it’s
very hard to do, and you neec
to have people around yo
who can help make it possible
—and I was lucky that I had.

‘I hope it’s not the end of it.
knowit's gone from three dua
players to none now, but there
are plenty of talented players
coming through.

‘Maybe it has become toc
hard, but I hope it hasn't.
hope it's not the end.’

For Coppinger, her Cor
football chapter has closec
— but there is also excite
ment about what impac
the St Colum's woman ca
make with her full attentio
on Cork camogie.



Finbarr's dominate

the team of the year

"he 2025 Reardens Cork Camo-
jie Team of the Year is domi-
hated by St Finbarr’s, with five
sther clubs also having players
in the side.

St Finbarr's, who retained their SE
Systems Cork senior championship
title, and St Catherine’s, the beaten
finalists, have 10 of the team between
them.

The 'Barr's added the Munster
title to their trophy cabinet, the first
time the elub has won this title.

They have seven players on the
team, followed by Catherine's, with
three. Blackrock have two. Courcey
Rovers, Glen Rovers, and Eire Og
have one each.

This team was picked on the Cork
championship, and what the 'Barr’s
did in Munster and the All-Treland
series afterwards had no bearing.

Had those games been taken in to
consideration, then several others
would most likely have made their
way in to the starting 15.

It was a championship in which
many games went down to the wire,
and the county final was no excep-
tion.

Despite being beaten late on, Ca-
therine’s can look back on a season of
great progress, especially their semi-
final win over Sarsfields. :

For her part in that run and for
some magnificent saves she made
along the way, especially in that
clash with Sars, St Catherine’s goal-
keeper, Yvonne Q'Neill, gets the nod
for the number-one jersey.

Tt was a close call between Yvonne
and a few others, in particular Ciara
Hurley, but the Catherine’s net-
minder was the choice of the judges
in the end.

In the full-back line, Stephanie
Punch was an obvious choice in the
corner. Not the tallest player on the
pitch, but what she may lack in
height she more than malkes up for
with skill and heart.

An inter-county team-mate said
that she hates marking Punch in
training, as she is so hard to get the
better of. Captain of the 'Barr’s this
season and last, she has led by
example, and not too many forwards
get the better of Stephanie.

She is a natural leader who con-
tinues to drive on the 'Barr’s, game
after game.

Alongside her is Carolyn Mother,
of St Catherine’s, another player who
has put in a massive shift for her side
all season.

Her displays at the heart of St Ca-
therine's defence played a major part
in their run to the final, and she is the
type of defender that any manager
\wants in his team, She never lets you
down and just gets on with it without
lany fuss.

in the other corner is Grainne Ca-
halane, and, like the other two, the
"Barr's defender is a ‘get on with it’
itype of player. She is a cool head at

all times and one of the most consist-

St Finbarr's Sorcha McCartan was the joint top scorer in the SE Systems Cork senior ca

ent defenders all through the cham-
pionship for her side. She recovered
from an Achilles tendon to play a key
role in ensuring the 'Barr’s retained
their Cork county title.

In the half-back line is Aoife
O’Neill, who was player of the game
in the 2024 Cork championship final
and continued that form in to 2025.
She has the happy knack of being in
the right place at the right time to kill
off an attack and set one up for her
own side. The 'Barr’s defender is
happy in most positions across the
back six.

In the middle, or in the other half-
back slot, either Laura Hayes or
Meabh Cahalane could be slotted in.

Both are comfortable in either
position, with Laura getting the
number-six jersey this time. She was
named at midfield for most games by
Catherine's, but lined out in the
centre of their defence and, as al-
ways, never let them down.

Meabh is one of two dual award
winners, as she is also named on the
football side. That versatility shows
the high standards she expects of

Hayley Ryan had another m!tsnding éean for Blackrock and joined
McCartan at the top of the championship scoring charts.

herself and those around her. A natu-
ral leader, she anchors the 'Barr’s
defence game after game and sweeps
across that line to quell attack after
attack.

In midfield, there were plenty of
players to put their hands up for the
two spots, with the first going to
Courcey Rovers's Saoirse McCarthy.

Her pace and her ability to get cru-
cial scores have been key for Cour-
ceys for some time now, and add in
her ability to score from placed balls
and it's easy to see why she is one of
the top players in the country at the
moment. McCarthy consistently
wins player-of-the-game awards,
which says it all about Saocirse.

Alongside Saoirse is Blackrock’s
Cliona 0'Callaghan, and with a little
bit of luck her club could have gonea
lot further in the championship. It
certainly wasn't for lack of effort on
Cliona’s part as she drove her side on

game after game. A great reader of

the game, she pops up all over the
pitch, be it in defence or attack, to
help her side out,

O’Callaghan scored 3-15 for the

Picture: Chani Anderson

Clara Murphy was
and the young star is sure to feature for the Ovens side
for some time to come.

]

Rockies during their championship
run, 3-11 from play, which was a
great return from any midfielder.

In the half-forward line, Emma
Murphy gets the number-10 spot.
Many top-class players have worn
the Glen Rovers jersey over the
vears, and Emma is fast becoming
one of the greats of the famed north-
side club.

Her blistering pace has seen
Emma leave many a defender in her
wake.

It was not a great surprise to see
her nominated for an All-Star this
year, and if she continues her cur-
rent form then it won't be long before
she wins one.

Blackrock's Hayley Ryan, the joint
top-scorer in the championship with
Sorcha McCartan, is picked at
centre-forward.

Ryan is a quality player, who has
been a model of consistency for her
club now for some time. As deadly
from play as she is from placed balls,
no defender has an easy day when
they come up against Hayley.

On the other wing is Keeva
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or for Eire Og this season,

a key play

Picture: David Creedon

mogie championship and was a key player as her dub retained their title.

Picture: Larry Cummins

McCarthy, one of the unsung heroes
of the 'Barr’s.

She probably never gets the eredit
she deserves. One of the hardest
workers in the side, she has scored
many a vital point or goal for the
‘Barr’s as they retained the Cork
title. She is one of the first names any
manager would put in his starting 15.

If ever there was a front three to
seare the life out of any defence, then
13 to 15 would certainly do that.

At 13 is Orlaith Cahalane, the sec-
ond player to be honoured in both the
football and camogie teams. She is
one of the toughest players to mark
in the game, and pops up at crucial
times to score for her side. A brilliant
reader of the game, she is as comfort-
able setting up scores for others as
she is at popping the ball over the
bar.

In the middle is the powerhouse
that is Sorcha McCartan. Many a de-
fender has been caught out by her
pace, and she was the other joint top-
scorer in the Cork championship, but
she led the way on the scores-from-
play charts.

Her tally for the championship
was 4-35, with 4-17 of that from play.
She was named player of the game in
the Cork final, and when it was tight
she stood up and was counted to help
drive the "Barr’s on to victory.

The final spot goes to Eire 0g’s
Clara Murphy, another attacker that
scared the life out of defenders this
SEAs0n. :

_ She was the driving force for Eire
Qg across the championship and was
the fourth-highest scorer in the
championship.

5o the camogle team of the year fs: Yvonne
O Meill. 5t Catherine's; Stephanie Punch, St Fin-
parr's: Carolyn Motherway, St Catharing’'s,
Grainne Cahatane, 5t Finbarr's; Actle O Muill, St
Finbarr's; Laura Hayes, St Catharine's; Maabh
Cahalane, St Finbarr's; Sapirsa McCarthy, Cour-
cay Rovers; Cliona O'Callaghan, Blackrock;
Emma Murphy, Glen Rovers; Hayley Ayan, Black-
rock: Keeva McCarthy, St Finbarrs] Oriaith Ca-
halane, St Finbarr's: Sorcha McCartan, St Fin-
barr's, and Clara Murphy, Eire Og



Kate Wall of St Finbarr’s in action against Tarron Kilke
final at Croke Park last weekend. The epic match ende

nny of Athenry during the AIB All-Irela nd Camogie Senior Club Championship
d in a draw with the replay set for early January. PHOTO: SEB DALY/SPORTSFILE

Eimear Hurley.

Kate Wall with her team-mates Meabh Cahalane (right) and

In camogie’s Cork-Galway rivalry, can the Barrs

ﬂmmmemm

Athenry (Galway)

v St Finbart's (Cork)
Saturday: Semple Stadium, 5.15pm
Referee: Brizn Keam

TV: TG4 ¢ @

Foghan Cormican k

The last act of the 2025 sea-
son. The opening sentence of
2026. Either the narrative
holds, or the displaced push
back.

That we even have an All-

Treland club final replay to
write about is symptomatic
of the game’s changed order
over the past six months.

A camogie team coming
up the road from Cork and
failing to hold a six-point
lead in an All-Ireland final
just does not happen, even
more so again when that six-
point lead is held as late as
the 55th minute: Cork camo-
gie teams don’t falter, fade,
or facilitate comebacks from
that position.

St Finbarr's should have
been no outlier in that de-
partment, not when they've
six Cork seniors from last
year, four more from the U23
panel, and others who've
been to GAA HQ on All-Tre-
land final Sunday with the

strike back?

month's game, “physical”,
“tight”, and “interested in
keeping the scoring low"”
were descriptions thrown
out by one Barrs player
when seeing no difference
between the Athenry ap-
proach and that which
thwarted Cork's three-in-a-
row bid in mid-August,

The latter one-point defeat
continued an annus horribi-
lis for Cork camogie. Second
-best in the U16, minor, U23,
and senior All-Ireland fin-
als. Out-thought and out-
fought by the maroon in
three of them. Throw in Bal-
lincollig’s All-Ireland inter-
mediate club final defeat too.

The Barrs had a brilliant
ppportun.ity to halt the los-
ing final run and fire a first

warning shot up West ahead
of 2026. They failed to finish
the job. It'll be 5.15pm today
before we learn how that
failure has impacted them.

Before Donal O'Rourke
ever came to assist Pat Ryan
and the Cork hurlers, he as-
sisted Galway to 2021 All-
Ireland camogie glory.

Two years later, he spoke
of how Galway boss Cathal
Murray and his strength-
and-conditioning lead Rob-
bie Lane had “changed the
way camogie teams pre-
pared” and, in the process,
“changed camogie forever”.

Power and physicality are
Galway's weapons. Athenry
pull from the same play-
book. Their ploy in Thurles
will be to shut down the

county’s intermediate side.
Skill and self-confidence
have always been the hall-
marks of Cork camogie. An
unrivalled assuredness up-
stairs matched and backed
up by actions on the field.
There have, of course,
been teams and tactical ap-
proaches over the decades
that succeeded in disturbing
the county’s dominance, in
temporarily shaking their
trademark confidence.
Kilkenny owned the sec-
ond half of the 1980s. Tipp
took five All-Irelands in the
six-year period from 1999 to
2004. A generational Wex-
ford group lifted the O’Duliy
Cup on four occasions be-
tween 2007 and 2012.
The women in red pushed

Keeva McCarthy can expect to be
tightly marked.

space around Orlaith Cahal-
ane, Sorcha McCartan, Ni-
cole Olden, and Keeva
McCarthy.

Cork-Galway is camogie's
sole rivalry. Can Athenry
spill 2025 maroon assertion
into the new year, or can the
Barrs push back for them-
selves and the bigger pic-
ture?

back each time. The latest
approach to get under the
skin and inside the head of
Cork players and teams is
Galway aggression.

Physical, robust, hostile.
The county’'s newly-estab-
lished market-leading club
is no different.

Athenry knew it would be
futile to engage in a shootout
with seven-in-a-row-chasing
Sarsfields on the afternoon
of the county final.

Instead, Joe Rabbitte’s
charges turned the decider
into a congested ground
war. They forced turnovers,
won breaks.

Sarsfields posted final-day
tallies of 1-17, 2-14, and 3-12
to land their three All-Ire-
land titles since 2022.

;;'é.

Athenry held them to 1-8
in a low-scoring and
superbly-executed grind.

They rinsed and repeated
the dose in the subsequent
All-Ireland semi-final
against the only other side to
edge Sarsfields in a knock-
out fixture over the past four
years. Dicksboro raised four
white flags in the opening
five minutes, They were
then limited to just six more
across the remaining 55 min-
utes.

The similarities between
club and county are uncan-
ny. Galway now have their
own hallmark, and it is
proving a harrying success.

Following her logic-defy-
ing player-of-the-match per-
formance in last month’s

drawn All-Treland final, we
watched back the 2021
Laochra Gael episode on
Therese Maher.

It was most revealing how
she perceived Cork during
her own inter-county dayvs,
and how that perception is
now completely swapped.

“1 remember how Cork
were so, so physical,” she
said of the 1998 All-lreland
final. Her take on the next
occasion — 2008, the two
counties would meet on the
concluding day — was that
“Cork came out and were so
physical, they really hit us
hard”.

Those sentiments are now
being uttered by Cork in re-
spect of the westerners.

On the run into last

CELTIC ROSS HOTEL
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family; from left, Sheila, Jamie, Ellen, Philip and Michael

Kilbrittain's Kate Wall with her West Cork Sports Star Monthly award, pictured with her
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Méabh's rollercoaster year
had glory and heartbreak

Cork camogie
captain Méabh
Cahalane
reflects on the
many ups and
downs of 2025

BY GER McCARTHY

FEW players have experienced
a 12-month period of highs and
lows quite like Méahh Cahalane
did in 2025,

A key figure with Cork camo-
gie at county level, and with St
Finbarr’s camogie and Eire Og
LGFA at club level, Cahalane
captained her county in both
the national league and All-Ire-
land finals, while also playing a
central role in Eire Og and St
Finbarr's county final triumphs.
There's a lot to unpack.

ik

FEBRUARY - The first high
of Méabh's season arrived in
February. Vice-captain in 2024,
she was named Cork senior
camogie captain, 30 years after
her father Niall captained the
county’s footballers.

It was a huge honour to cap-
tain Cork this past year,’ she
said,

“They are a special group, so
to be the one who leads them out
on to the pitch was an unbeliev-
able honour for me. The good
thing about this group is that
there are so many leaders in it —
anyone could captain this team.’

L

APRIL - A proud day for the
Cahalane family as Méabh lifted
the Very Camogie League Divi-
sion 1A trophy following Cork's
0-21 to 0-10 win over Galway at
FBD Semple Stadium.

A first national league title
since 2013, it was a timely boost
heading into the All-Ireland
championship.

‘I was fortunate to be the one
to lift the national league tro-
phy on behalf of Cork that day,
Méabh said.

‘[t was a really important mo-
ment for the group as most ofus

had never won anational league §;

medal before. [t was also a great
performance on the day against
Galway.

‘Hopefully, we will go for
the league again in 2026.
There will be a few new
additions to the panel
and the league will be a
chance toshow what they
cando.

low point arrived
in May with the ¥

BELOW: Proud granny
Kathleen Cleary, from
Castlehaven, with her
five granddaughters -
Kate, Meabh and Orlaith
Cahalane, and Emma
and Laura Cleary

- who were on theEire
Og teamthatwonthe
county senior finalin
October.

Cork captaInMéal:lh Cahaianemactlonawﬁtﬁa]my s Annmarie Smdwhgﬂ'leﬂ-

Ireland camogie finalin August.

issue that

resulted in the Munster camo-
gie final between Cork and Wa-
terford not going ahead. As
county captain, Méabh found
herself repeatedly asked for her
views on an issue no inter-coun-
ty player should have been putin
the middle of.

‘It was a tough couple of
weeks, not only for ourselves
but for every camogie team in
the country,’ she said.

‘As an inter-county team try-
ing to prepare for a big cham-
pionship game, to be denied a
fixture — especially a Munster
final — was tough. We respect
that competition a lot. So, to be
told a day before the final that
the game wasn't going ahead
didn't show much respect to the
players involved. Thankfully it’s
all behind us now,

“The skorts issue has been re-
solved with the best outcome for
players going forward: having
a choice in what they want to
wear.

i

AUGUST-Thelowest of lows
s came on August 10th at
w Croke Park. An inju-

— 1 y-nme Carrie Dolan
~ winner handed Galway
- a one-point victory
_in the All-Ireland
. senior camogie
" final, ending
Cork's hopes
of claiming

Cork captain
Meabh Cahalane.

‘Being socloseinthe
end —Idon't know if
that makesit better or
worse?’

three-in-a-row.

‘It was a huge disappointment.
Being soclosein the end - Idon't
know if that makes it better or
worse?” the Cork captain said.

*When you lose by the min-
imum, you go back over every
mistake that you made as an
individual and as a team.”

“Talking about going for three-
in-a-row was never the top pri-
arity inside our dressing room,
but it was always at the back of
pur minds because this is such
a special group of Cork players.

‘Going in at half time, we
hadn't performed and were re-
ally disappointed. We knew that
wasn't whata Cork camogie per-
formance should look like.

‘We promised ourselves going
out for the second half that we'd
do everything we could. It wasn't
to be, but everyone died with
their boots on that day.”

xkk

OCTOBER - From the de-
spair of Croke Park to the joy
of a history-making afternoon
at MTU Cork. After the heart-
break of four consecutive Cork
LGFA senior football final de-
feats, Méabh and Eire Og finally
climbed the mountain, becom-
ing senior champions for the
first time with a replay win over
Aghada.

‘There is such character in
this group,’ she said.

‘Not only had we lost the pre-

had lost some real household
nameswho put in huge shifts for
us during that time as well.

‘It was the young girls —
the UZ1s and minors coming
through — who really stood up
for Eire Og in the two games
against Aghada. They had that
winning attitude. :

‘There were times it looked
like it was gone from us, but
everyone vowed to fight until the
bitter end.

“To finally get over the line,
afterallthe heartache of the last
couple of years, was incredible.
I'm just so happy for the group
as we had been on the road a
long time,’

ik

NOVEMBER - Her year fin-
ished on an unforgettable high
as Méabh helped 5t Finbarr's
retain their county title before
going on to win a first-ever Mun-
ster senior camogie crown,

‘Getting over the line last year
and winning a first senior camo-
gie county title in 18 years was
unbelievable for us,’ she said.

“We felt we wanted to go one.

step further this year as the
Munster championship was un-
familiar territory the last time
out. We learned a lot fromit and
were determined to give it our
best shot.

‘That Munster semi-final win
over Newcastle West, that went
to two periods of extra-time, was
like a whirlwind. It was probably
the toughest game we've ever
had to play together asa group.

‘It stood to us in the Mun
ster final against De La Salle
Even when we were six or sever
points down, to come out on th
right side against an incredibl
talented De La Salle team —
can'teven describe the feeling. [

A disappointed Aisling Shannon after the drawn All-ireland final. She
will be a key player for the Barrs again tomorrow.



Munster chairperson Christine Ryan with representatives from the
competing counties at the launch of the Munster minor and U16

camogie championships

Munster camogie
competitions
start tomorrow

There is an early start for
Munster camogie competi-
tions with the minor and Ul6
B championships getting
under way tomorrow.

The Cork minors start their
year when they take on Clare
in Castle Rad tomorrow at

1pm.

Cork are defending provin-
cial champions and just five
players from last season’s
panel are still available for se-
lection.

Manager Mossie 0'Sullivan
continues in the role and he
has made some changes to his
backroom set-up from last
Season.

Trevor Allen continues as

} coach, and he is joined by fel-
low Na Piarsaigh club man

} Liam O'Connor, who continu-
es as strength-and-condition-
ing coach.

Also continuing is selector

) Clodagh Deasy, from the Val-
ley Rovers club, a former Cork
rintermediate player.

They are joined this year by
Liam MecSweeney, the repre-
sentative from Premier minor
county champions Sliabh Rua;
Tom Linehan, Blarney; Cliona
Cotter, Watergrashill; and
Leah West, Ballincollig.

Deirdre Looney, Millstreet,
continues as the player liaison
officer, with Orla O'Regan as
the county board laison of-
ficer. The side is captained by
Millie Lombard, from Ballin-
hassig.

The minor panel is as follows: Katig
Crowley (Courcey Rovers), Caocimhe
Foley (Courcey Rovers) Millie Lombard
(Ballinhassig) Cllona Harte (Barryroe),
Anife Colling (Sarsfields), Caoilainn
Ryan (Newtownshandrum), Orla Tray
{(Mewtownshandrum), Lexi Manley (Ag-
mabullogue), Enna Dull (Aghabullogue),
Eimear Barrett (Aghabullogua), Lauren
O'Connoer (Killeagh), Ava Ashman (Kill-
eagh), Lea Meillouin (Inniscarra) ,Steph-
anie Dwyer: (Douglas) Clara Hayes (St
Catherine’s), Sophie Donohue (Blar-
nay), Fays Ronan (Ballyhea), Gemma
Classen (Erins Own), Tara O'Neill (Fr
O'Neill's), Alsling Q'Brien {Brian Dil-
lon's), Karen ©"Sullivan (Newcestown),
Clara Murphy (Eire Og), Sarah Galvin
{Eira ©Og), Erin Healy (Eire Og), Ciara
Roche (Eire Og), Cacimhe O'Donnell
{Sliabh Rua), Acibhinn Halpin (Sliabh

Winners of the camogie poc fada at 5t Vincent's GAA Dave Mc-(an.hy
yMemorial event were Aoife Gould, Michelle Gould, and Chloe Murphy.
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Rua), Rebecca Hannigan (Balincollig),
Leah Hannigan (Ballincellig), Blaithin
Cunniffa(Balfincollig).

The Munster U6 A camogie
championship gets under way
on January 18, when Cork
meet the winners of the Clare-
Waterford quarter-final clash.

The U16 B side will get their
Munster campaign under way
also this weekend, when they
travel to meet Tipperary.

With the provincial com-
petition played separately to
the All-Ireland camogie
series, the early start to the
provinecial competition gives
mentors an opportunity to
prepare for what lies ahead.

It's an early start here also
as championship gets under
way for the minors on the wee-
kend of January 31/February
1, when Cork fravel to meet
Tipperary.

They follow that up with
games against Limerick on
the weekend of February 14/
15t and on February 28 /29
versus Galway away, March
14 /15 they are away again to
Dublin and on March 28/29
the last game is at home

Today, St Finbarr's camogie captain
Stephanie Punch will hope it's an-
other good day for her and her side
at FBD Semple Stadium.

Several weeks ago, she lifted the AIB
Munster senior camogie cup at the venue,
the 'Barr’s first win in this competition,
and hopes to add the All-Ireland one
today. They take on Athenry in the replay
of the AIB All-Ireland senior club final,
having drawn at Croke Park before
Christmas, throw-in at 5.15pm.

against Kilkenny. In that game, the 'Barr’s had to defend
The All-Treland semi-finals | superbly late on as Athenry came with a

are down for the weekend of
April 11/12, with the final on
April 25 /26.

The U16A All-Ireland cham-
pionship begins on February 7
/8, when Cork are at home
against Galway.

On February 21/22, they
face a trip away to Kilkenny
and that is followed on March
7/8 with a home again against
Tipperary.

In the last two games, Cork
will again have to travel, with
Waterford providing the op-
position on March 21/22, and
April 4/5 it a trip away to play
Limerick.

The semi-finals are sched-
uled for April 19, with the final
down for May 2 /3.

surge to score 1-3 to take it to a replay.
With the momentum on Athenry's side, at
that stage it could easily have gone wrong
for the 'Barr's, but they didn’t panic and
will be hoping to finish the job this time
out.

Stephanie picked up an injury in the
drawn game, but confirmed she is fully fit
and ready to go. “I did have a bit of a dead
leg, and it didn’t turn out to be as bad as
we thought. I just took a week off training
and was back at it then and it has cleared
up,” said Stephanie.

Looking at the drawn game as well as
the replay, she said both sides will have
learned a lot from their first clash.

“I suppose, we're both in the position
that we know how each other play now.
We'll probably have to change up some-
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St Finbarr's Keeva McCarthy will be a key

St Finbarr's captain Stephanie Punch lifts the Munster camog
be hoping to lift the All-Ireland cup at the same venue later today.

Barrs hoping
great day at

player for her si
et IMDHOV Lames Cromble

ie championship cu

thing going in to the replay and they
might do the same.

“We watched the game to see where we
did well, what we did wrong. There’s al-
ways room for improvement, so we've
been training hard for the last couple of
weeks. We're just looking forward to the
game now and getting on with it.”

They trained on St Stephen’s morning,
a session that the players asked for, which
Stephanie said shows their level of com-
mitment.

“Brian (0'Sullivan, team manager) was
giving usa few days off for Christmas. But
Christmas will always be there and we
don't know when another club All-Treland
final will come along.

“The girls wanted to get out and do
something, so we organised the session
for the morning and it was fantastic.

“Over the vear, there's people who've
made sacrifices and, again, today, the
same, with players cancelling holidays
and missing other events. This team are

against Athenry.

de again  Sorcha McCartan will be one of the playe

p after their win over De La Salle at FBD Semple Stadium. She will

Picture: INPHO/Tom O'Hanlon

for another
Thurles

so motivated, they just do everything that
vou need to do to get to this point and,
hopefully, we will finish the job today.”

Another of the key players for the
‘Barr's today is forward Keeva McCarthy
and she said they are all looking forward
to getting going.

“It was good to have something to look
forward to over the Christmas period and
to be back out training,” said Keeva,

“Obviously, there was disappointment
the last day and we didn’t really know
how to feel once the final whistle went. We
probably thought we had it when we were
six points up, but, at the same time, we
had to defend really hard to get the draw.

“I think we have our heads right now
again and we've had a good few weeks of
training there, even with Christmas
thrown in to the middle of it. So, we're
confident now and ready to go.

“The goal was the turning point the last
day, when it hit off the crossbar and, on
another day that could have been cleared.
That really gave them confidence to come
in to it,

“I suppose, we were probably a bit shell-
shocked for a few minutes, but, [ think, in
the end we showed great resilience to de-
fend the way we defended just to make
sure that we didn't lose that game.

“We know it will be another battle today
and will have to be at our best to get the
better of Athenry, who are a top-class
side.”

rs St Finbarr's will look to
Picture: INPHOfJames Crombie




All-deedand Camoghe (lub final replay

0,

Athenry (Galway)....0-14
St Finbarr's (Cork)..0-12

=

Therese 0'Callaghan ‘s =
Semple Stadium b Fy

OFE RABBITTE dedi-
cated Athenry’s mem-
orable AIB All-Ireland

senior camogie club
victory to Kate Moran, who
died tragically, aged 20, while
playing with her club in 2022.

“Thisis for Kate. Is that any
good?" the manager asked.
“1t's all we can do. If we could
pet her back, we would throw
back the All-Ireland medals,
but that is not the way it goes.
Kate will never leave our
minds.

“You can only erv so much.
You have to move on a bit.

“She is the 16th player. Ca-
thal, her father, that I know
very well, and Mary, he sent
me a beautiful little message
after the last game with a pink
flower.”

Saturday capped an unfor-
gettable season for Galway ca-
mogie. High points were al-
ready achieved through All-
Ireland U1, U23, and senior
sueccess, An outstanding per-
formance in a freezing-cold
FBD Semple Stadium added
the Bill and Agnes Carroll
Cup. They had waited since
1977 for this treasured piece of
silverware, in a come-from-he-
hind trivmph.

Having led 0-7 to 0-5 at half
time, they were staring down
the barrel of defeat, after
going four down at the end of
the third quarter. They hadn't

Rabbitte hails daughte

Therese O'Callaghan

In his day, Joe Rabbitte col-
lected three All-Ireland senior
hurling club medals with At-
henry. He understands what it
takes to reach the ‘Holy Grail',

Shortly after guiding his
club toits second All-Ireland
senior camogie victory, in
FBED Semple Stadium on Saft-
urday — their first since 1977
— he gave an insight in to the
past couple of months in the
Rabbitte household.

His daughters, Sahina and
Olwen, both All-Treland sen-
ior winners with Galway,
were central to this historic
day,

They spent Christmas try-
ing to recover from serious in-
jurlies: Sabina with a fractured
foot and Olwen an ACL.

“1t's been so tough since the

seored since half time in a con-
test where every flag was
earned.

St Finbarr's, meanwhile,
had fived six in arow to go 0-11
to 0-7 up.

But in the 48th, 49th, 54th,
58th, and 62nd minutes, the
westerners moved in front,
with sisters Olwen and Sabina
Rabbitte, Therese Donohue,
and Kerri O'Driscoll the fin-
ishers.

When Sorcha McCartan
{scored 0-6) equalised in a pul-
sating finish, they had to go
back to the well again, 0-12
apiece.

Clodagh Burke scored her
third point, and in the 65th

county final for Olwen,"” Rab-
bitte said. "1 went online and I
came on a cruciate strapping-
up in Letterkenny and I got
them to send it down. She put
it on and went training after
the All-Ireland semi-final and
she said, 'Dad I'm not too bad'.
We had a game and she plaved
well in it

“We had a meeting and it
was four against four for play-
ing her in the final. It kind of
came down to me to decide
and we played her in the final
the last day.

“Then, I had to get another
strapping, because the one she
had had weakened. She is sup-
posed to have her cruciate op-
eration in two days, but it is
cancelled again. I'm not say-
ing this because she is my
daughter, but she came back
today and scored a poeint to

minute, 36-vear-old Jessica
Gill nailed a tricky free from
distance that had the vocal
erowd of 2,590 on the edge of
their seats.

In the fourth guarter, plus
stoppage, they outscored their
opponents seven points to one.

Legends Gill and 44-year-
old Therese Donohue (45 in
March) would claim a first
All-Ireland club medal.

“So proud of all the girls,”
captain Dervla Higgins said.

“The game was so close and
St Finbarr's seemed to get a
purple patch in the second
half, but, by God, did our girls
come back and finish it off in
stvle.

really bury them (take the
lead 0-12 to 0-11). When some-
one comes up the field and
scores a point like that, it
really kills them.

“You're asking me what the
house is like? With Sabina and
the fractured foot and Olwen
with the cruciate, and then
you are trying to manage the
team, as well. Sabina had to be
brought to the cold water to
try and get the healing going,
hecause it was the main bone,
the bone that all the weight
goes on. It happened in the
first 10 minutes of the drawn
game. We came in at half time
and she was up on the table
and she was crying with pain,
Sabina doesn't ery. We had
three weeks to get it right.

“It has been a tough cam-
paign. Eimear Keane broke
her finger the last day and our

“We showed the last day we
can finish strong. [ knew, if we
could get one score to settle us,
we would finish strong.” :

“The last day’ refers to the
drawn match in Croke Park
before Christmas, when they
dramatically scored 1-3 at the
death to negate a six-point
Barrs lead.

The Cork and Munster
champions will see that asa
missed opportunity. They had
previously shown ability to
overcome adversity, claiming
two extra, extra-time victories
in the championship.

“They died with their boots
on today,” St Finbarr’s man-
ager Brian O'Sullivan ac-

goalie (Laura Freeney) had
concussion after the last day.”

So, you can imagine the ec-
stasy when they overcame all
those setbacks,

*As a father, you bring your
kids through. I have two girls
in the dressing-room with All-
Ireland club medals and [ am
50 proud of that. I'm so proud
of all the girls that are in there.
It is lovely for a parent.”

And it was earned with no
goals conceded in the last
three games. The cherry on
top.

“We brought in Padraig
Linnane earlier in the year.
For me, he is the most fantas-
tic hurling brain around, and
we have Padraig Mannion. We
said we needed to shore up our
backs a bit. We moved Olwen
back to number six and, I sup-
pose, it worked out for us.”

knowledged. “I don't think
they could do any more. The
lift thev have given to the club,
vou couldn’t fault them. I've
nothing but admiration for
them and the way they have
conducted themselves all
year. No excuses from us: Itis
Athenry's day."”

The Athenry defensive en-
deavours cannot be underesti-
mated. Alex Ferguson’s fa-
mous guote that "attack wins
you games, defence wins you
titles' springs to mind.

Rabbitte said; “Coming
back and winning the replay is
unbelievable. And to do it the
way we did. We went down six
points the last time and drew,

the All-Ireland camogie club title.

SWEET SUCCESS: Manager Joe Rabbitte celebrates after Athenry won

Athenry dedicate All-Ireland
win to the memory of Kate

NO QUARTER ASKED: Athenry's
Clodagh Burke and St Finbarr's
Sofia Daly clash in the All-ireland
camogie dub final at FBD Semple
Stadium. Picture: Ryan Byrne/Inpho

and went down four this time
and came back to win by two.
It's the will and determination
that the girls have. They are
justa fantastic bunch. What
we have to do is steer the ship
and make sure that things are
available for them. It is a bril-
liant day for Athenry camo-
gie."”

“A year of dreams,” added
defender Higgins, who was
also nominated for a prestig-
ious county player-of-the-vear
award in 2025, "When'}ruu're
in it, it happens so quickly. 1
can't wait to sit down in a few
days and look back on it and
let if try and sink in.

“We always carry the
Moran family with usand
Kate will always be a part of
our club, I'm sure she was
with us every minute of today,
so to do it is that bit special.
Kate Moran is with us every
single day.” |
Scorers for Athenry: S Rabbitie (0-4, 0-
1 45, 0-2 fraes), G Burke (0-3), J Gill {0-2,
01 free), K Madden, T Donchus, O Rab-'
bitta, K O'Driscoll, E McGlynn (0-1
each).

Scorers for St Finbarr's: S McCartan
(0-6, 0-5 fraes), K Wall and O Cahalans
(0-2 each) E Hurley and N Oiden (0-1
gach)).

ATHENRY: L Freanay; T Kilkenny, K
Soreene, D Higgins (Gapt): L Cassarly,
O Rabbitle, S Feeney: K Madden, E
MecGlynn; T Donohue, J Gill, E Keang: K
O'Driscoll, S Rabbitte, G Burke.

Subs: A Jordan far E Keana (47), M
Noone for E McGlynn (52).

ST FINBARR'S: G Hurley; S Punch
{Capt), & Egan, A O'Nsill; G Cahalane, M
Cahalane, S Daly; A Shannon, K
McCarthy: M Olden, K Wall, H O'Leary;
O Gahalane, S McCartan, E Hurley.
Sube: C Golden for § Daly (hall-time), E
Wigginton Barrett for E Hurley (54), L
O'Conovan for. N Olden (58).

Referea: Brian Keamey (Kildana).

s after injuries during ‘tough campaign

Picture; Ryan Byma/inpho



eir game against Athenry.

Picture: Ryan Byme/Inpho

Thanks to Barrs for
some great memories

ight now, the 5t Finbarr's
spior camogie team are hurt-
1g as any team would be after
wsing an All-Treland final.

At times, in both the final at
voke Park and the replay at
'BD Semple Stadium, they
soked like they had it won.

But you have to credit At-
ienry for the way they came
yack on each occasion to
wventually win the replay _h:,'
wo points, both scored in in-
ury time,

But reflecting on the season
t is one they can look back on
with plenty of pride and some
»f the games they were in-
volved in will be talked about
O Years.

Their clash with Newcastle
West in the Munster semi-
final and their tie with Lough-
siel Shamrocks in the All-
ireland semi-final were epics.

1 have been lucky enough to
see most of their games this
season, starting in the Cork
championship and all the way
to Croke Park and then
Thurles for the replay and sev-
eral other grounds along the
way.

The joy they have brought
to their growing band of sup-
porters and the lift and pride
they have brought to their
club this season cannot be
underestimated.

Spend a bit of fime in their
company and not alone do you
see just how talented they are
as a players, but also just how
great they are as a bunch of
people.

They are more than just a
team, they are close friends
and as manager Brian O°Sulli-
van said after the game on
Sunday, “they died with their
boots on for each other”.

For me, there were many
highlights over the season,
some which may not have
been seen by many in the
group stages of the SE

Aoife 0'Neill of St Finbart's.
Picture: Ben McShane/Sportsfile

CAMOGIE
= Rory Noonan

Systems Cork championship.

To see how they responded
when sides like Blackrock and
Inniscarra put it up to them
showed just how good they

are.

In the final against 5t Ca-
therine’s, which went down to
the wire, the display of Sorcha
MeCartan had to be admired.

She came out around the
middle of the pitch to stamp
her authority on the game as
they retained their title, win-
ning it for the third time in the
club’s history.

But if their supporters
thought the Cork champion-
ship was entertaining, then
Munster brought it to a whole
other level.

On a cold, wet, and windy
day they took on Newcastle
West in the Munster cham-
pionship at Togher.

Tt turned into the first of two
90-minute games they ended
up playing in the 2025 season.

Newcastle West's Kate Am-
brose scored a goal with the
final shot in normal time to
take it to extra-time.

When she scored another
goal in extra-time it looked
like being the winner for her
side, but the Barrs showed all
their resilience to score two
late points to take it to extra
extra time.

And again, it was another
late score, this time from
MeCartan, to secure their pas-
sage to the Munster final

They headed up the road to
Thurles to take on De La Salle
in the Munster decider, an-
other top-class game.

Again, it was a battle from
start to finish before Kate Wall
seored a late goal to see the
cup head to Togher for the
first time.

Once they celebrations died
down, they prepared for their
trip to Meath to take on
Loughgiel Shamrocks in the
All-Ireland semi-final. An-
other battle, another epic and
another 90-minute game.

And in dying seconds of the
90 minutes up stepped Ciara
Golden to slot over the win-
ning score to see the Barrs
reach the All-Ireland decider.

Another two epic ties, it was
no great surprise to see it took
two late scores to separate
them and Athenry.

Unfortunately, they went
the way of the Galway side.

But all T can say, just like
their supporters can, is
thanks for the memories and
hopefully there will be plenty
more next season.

Cork minor
side into
Munster
decider
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Cork 4-16
Clare 0-10

Cork are safely through to the
Munster minor camogie cham-
pionship final following their
comprehensive win over Clare at
Castle Road on Sunday.

They took the lead after three
minutes, and never looked like
losing, despite the best efforts of
Clare, led by Sarah McEvoy.

Ava Ashman and Caoimhe
O'Donnell anchored the Rebels’
defence. Caoilainn Ryan and
Caocimhe Foley impressed at
midfield, while up front the likes
of Orla Troy, Clara Murphy, and
Leah Hannigan were a handful
over the hour. -

But overall, this was a very im-
pressive team display, with the
eight subs introduced not
weakening the side in any way.

They won't know their oppo-
nents for a few weeks, with the
final scheduled for the weekend
of January 24-25.

Leah Hannigan opened the
scoring for Cork when she got
their first goal, with points from
Troy and Murphy following.

Cliona Harte added another
goal, with Troy and Murphy ad-
ding points to see Cork lead by
2.4 to no score after 11 minutes.

" McEvoy got Clare off the mark
from a 45, and she proved to be
their only scorer in the first half.

With 17 minutes gone, it was
effectively over as a competition
as Hannigan scored two goals in
a minute, to make it 4-4 to 0-1.

McEvoy got helr second point,
with Murphy replying.

Two more from McEvoy closed
the gap, with Troy getfing the
last score of the half as Cork led
by 4-7 to 0-4 at half-time.

Trov added another to her
tally before two apiece from
Murphy and Caoimhe Foley in-
creased Cork’s lead further, 4-12
to 0-5. McEvoy added two more to
bring her second-half tally to
three, and Clare's to 0-7. With 45
minutes gone Murphy, Eanna
Duff, and Troy kept the score-
board ticking over for Cork be-
fore Aoibhe O'Leary pointed for
Clare.

Late points from McEvoy and
Sheena Beirne rounded off the
scoring for Clare, but Cork ran
out deserving winners. % tist

{or Cork: L Hannigan 3-0, arte
?:;rgr:lurphy r(t"r {11), Og'lmy 0-5 (3f), C
Faley 0-3, E Duff 0-1,

Clare: S McEvoy 0-8 (41, 0-1 45), A O'Leary,

5 Belrne 0-1 each.

CORK: K Grawlay (Courcey ROVErs) 5 Do-

nohue (Blarmay), A Ashman (Killeagh). T

©'Neill (Fr O'Neill's); L O'Caonnor (Killeagh),

C O'Donnell (Skiabh Ruaj, M Lombard (Bal-

linhassig); C Foley (Courcey Rovers), c

Ryan {Newtownshandrum); O Troy (Mew-

townshandrum), C Murphy. (Eire Og). S

Drwyer (Douglas); E Healy {Eire Og), C Harta

(Barryroe), L Hannigan (Ballincoliig).

Subs: K O'Sullivan (Newcestown) for E

Healy, R Hannigan (Ballincollig) for L

O'Connor (both 35), E Duff {Aghabullogue)

for 8 Dwyer, A Halpin (Sliabh Rua) for T

O'Nelil (both 48), G Claassen (Erin's own)

for C Ryan, A O'Brien (Erian Dillons) for L

Hannigan, C Hayes (st Catherine’s) !01 o]

Troy {all 53}, C Roche (Eir Og) for G O'Don-

nell (85).

{
CLARE: A Boland; A McGuane, S Ryan, C'

McDonnell; K Connellan, E Carmaody, O Ca-

hill: K Kannady, S Beime; L Pearl. AOLearyd

S Beston; S McEvoy, K Conlan, A Quaid,
ubs: J Grady for G McDonnell, A Grevwo for

gﬂwm ;ﬁh ht), M Purcell for A Quaid

{80}, K Dowling for L Pearl (53), G Cooney

for A MeGuane (58).

Referee: Johnny Dooley, Tipperary.

P .- ‘:"-‘,.‘. 15 ‘
s il A

The Cork minor camogie team that are heading to the Munster final,
with Limerick standing in their way tomorrow.

Cork U16A overcome
Clare to book place in
Munster camogie final

Cork 1-16
Clare 1-5

The Cork Ul6A camogie team
joined their minor and U16B
counterparts as they booked
their place in the Munster ca-
mogie final, overcoming the
challenge posed by Clare in
Castle Road.

The opening half was tight
as both sides battled to gain
confrol. -

Cork led by a point at the in-
terval, 0-7 to 1-3,

Isabelle O’Callaghan con-
verted three frees and added
one from play, and points
from Niamh O’Connor, Sim-
one Fitzgerald, and Lauren
McAuliffe gave Cork a one-
point half-time leacl.

i Cork upped the pressure on

the restart and with their de-
fence holding firm, they
closed down the Clare chal-
lenge, holding them to just two
second-half points as Cork put
their shoulders to the wheel
and put the game out of
Clare's reach.

_A Clodagh Walsh goal and
six points from Isobelle O’Cal-
laghan, and two each from
Simone Fitzgerald and Lauren
McAuliffe, ensured Cork se-
cured their place the final —
where they will meet a Tipper-
ary side who recorded an im-
pressive 4-11 to 0-1 semi-final
victory over Limerick.

THREE MUNSTER TITLES UP

FOR GRABS
It might only still be January,
but Munster camogie are al-
ready at the final hurdle with
their Ul16 and minor cham-
pionship, with five finals
down for decision over the
weekend.

The three main events con-
cern Cork with the minor,
U16A, and U168 teams all
through to their respective
Munster finals.

Both U16A and U16B finals
go ahead today, in Fethard
Town Park Astro pitch — with
the U16A final at 12.30pm, fol-
lowed by the U16B final at
3pm.

Cork are defending Ul6A
champions and they take on a
Tipperary side who were

The Cork U16A camogie team that will face Tipp in the Munster final.
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hugely impressive as they
brushed aside the challenge
posed by Limerick last wee-
kend.

Strong in all sectors, Tip-
perary had impressive dis-
plays from Sali O'Connor, Lily
Ivors, Olivia Looby, and Lucy
Lee, who were all on the score-
sheet as they totally out-
classed Limerick.

Cork will be hoping to pro-
vide a strong challenge in
their bid to retain the title and
they will look to captain Ali
McCarthy, Saidhbin Ni Loin-
sigh-Carey, Clodagh Walsh,
and Isobelle O'Callaghan to
lead the way.

The Cork U168 side will
take on Limerick,

Cork overcame Tipperary
in a clash where they received
a strong test.

A close opening half saw
Cork lead by two at the break
and a strong second-half per-
formance saw them run out
winners with five points to
spare,

Ella McCarthy, Erica
Power, Lucy Heaphy, Kate
Clifford, and Chloe Jones
were among the players to im-
press in what was a strong
Cork performance.

Limerick defeated Clare 3-8
to 2-5 to book their place in the
final.

Breifne Halton and Gracie
Walters were among the
players that they will look to
as they aim to dethrone
holders Cork.

Tomorrow, it’s back to Fe-
thard Town Park at 1.30pm for
the minor final as holders
Cork take on Limerick.

Cork made an impressive
start to their campaign as they
defeated Clare,

Orla Troy, Clara Murphy,
captain Millie Lombard, Caoi-
lainn Ryan, and Caoimhe
Foley will be expected to lead
the way against a Limerick
side who had a 1-9 to 0-6 semi-
final victory over Tipperary —
with Mia Smith, captain Tara
Hynes, Sophie O'Grady, and
Emma Doherty all leading
their challenge,
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The Cork IHB camogie team who defeated Tipperary.

Cork maintaintheir lead
from start to finish to

topple Tipperary

Cork 1-12
Tipperary 1-7

Huge credit must go to the
young underage camogie
players in Munster who
plaved out their respective
U16 and minor championship
games in sub-zero conditions
on Saturday and Sunday last.

In the U16B Munster semi-
final on Saturday, Cork made
the journey to the Rage to take
on Tipperary in the provincial
semi-final and after a tough
battle, Cork emerged winners.

Cork opened the scoring
with a Kate Clifford and with
Erica Power adding a second
point Cork settled into the
flow of the game quickly.

From the puck out Cork
again applied pressure as Ai-
deen O'Shea won clean pos-
'session and driving the ball
quickly down the line to Aoib-
“hinn Hudner, who picked out
Ella MeCarthy with a superb
pass and she made no mistake
finishing to back of the net for
the game's opening goal.

It was to be an important
score as it helped Cork hold
the lead and keeping the
pressure on they were making
the Tipperary defence work
hard. With 10 minutes gone
Tipperary won a free which
was converted by Nadine Gui-
nan as they got the score
board ticking over and three
minufes later Nadine Guinan
converted her second free to
cut the Cork lead to a goal.

The sides traded points
from play.

Erica Power and Niamh
Gleeson were on target as
Cork held their three point
lead, but Tipperary were
pressing hard and eoming
more into the game.

They had the lead down to
two points by the 20th minute
with a Katie Bergin point, but
Cork quickly responded with
two points in a row.

Tipperary stayed on their

CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

tail and an Anna Lanigan
point just before the break cut
the deficit as Cork led 1-4 to 0-5
at the short whistle.

Cork hit the ground run-
ning on the restart and firing
aver two points in a row from
Erica Power and Chloe Jones
the gap was again at four
points. Putting on the press-
ure Tipp could find no way
through the Cork defence, but
they won a free which was
converted by Nadine Guinan.

Cork again responded with
Erica Power duly convertinga
free at the other end.

Cork began to gain a firm
erip as they were winninga lot
of possession and four points
without reply in a blistering
three minutes spell put them a
strong position as the game
entered the last ten minutes.

Tipperary pulled a goal
back with seven minutes on
the stop watch when Anna
Lanigan finished to the net.

The sides swapped pointed
frees before full time as Cork
ran out winners with five
points to spare with Ella
McCarthy, Erica Power, Lucy
Heaphy, Kate Clifford and
Chloe Jones all contributing
as Cork maintained their lead
from start to finish.

The second semi-final saw
Limerick with Breifne Halton
and Gracie Waters leading the
way they overcame Clare 3-8
to 2-5 to book a place in the
final against Cork which will
go head on the weekend of Ja-
nuary 24th /25th.

In the Munster ULS A cham-
pionship quarter final goals
proved vital as Clare had a 2-8
to 0-10 win over Waterford.

They now progress to a
semi-final meeting with Cork
on the weekend of January
18th.

In the second semi-final
Tipperary will meet Limerick.

Cork U16B camogie joint captain

s Lucy Heaphy ad Clodagh Spillane

with referee Joe Mullins and Tipperary captain Saoirse Maher.

Treacy
steps away
from Cork
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Laura Treacy has announced her
retirement from inter-county ca-
mogie.

The Killeagh star has been a
mainstay for more than 15 years,
winning six All-Treland titles and
four All-Stars as well as Munster
and league titles. She first joined
the Cork team in 2014 when she
was a teenager.

“Paudie Murray had me in,
when 1 think back, 16 turning 17
that yvear. I had two years minor,
so I was plaving minor that vear
and had another vear to play
minor again. It seems like an ab-
solute lifetime ago,” said Laura,

“My first Ireland was in 2014, 1
was 18 turning 19, and I was a
babdg. I was so small, light in
stature, but I was givena job. I re-
member Matthew Twomey was
involved that year, and for the
semi-final and final, I remember
Matthew and Paudie Murray
speaking to me.

“1 particularly remember
marking Ursula Jacob in the
semi-final in Thurles. They told
me, ‘Ursula Jacob usually gets on
X amount of possessions a game,’
— 1 think it was seven or eight —
‘but she tends to score from
them. If you can count it down

from seven or eight; vou've
turned her over once, you've'
only seven more. You turned her
over again, then yvou've blocked
her, now there's only five more."”

Treacy's ability to read the
play is second to none, and from
centre-back she controlled many

lauranatey was a model of
consistency for Cork.
Picture: Seb Daly/Sportsfile .

a game. In 2024, when Cork last
won the All-Treland, she plaved a
huge part, particularly late on
when Galway were threatening
to come back. She cleared ball
after ball and declared after that
win was probably the sweetest of
them all.

Cork manager Ger Manley
said he was disappoeinted to see
her go and had hoped she would
have stayed on this season.

“She has had a great innings
and is an icon in camogie,” said
Manley. “She has helped bring
the standards of the game to huge
levels, her professionalism made
her an elite player.

“Tactically, Laura was superb,
and she was a great team player
as well. She played' last vear
when she had a number of in-
juries, and it's disappointing we
lost the final as it would have
been a great way for her to go.

“But she has won so many and
has been around the senior panel
for a good few vears, For us, asa
management, it's disappointing
that she has gone, but I'm delight-
ed that she is going on her own
terms. i

“She's been carrying that knee
fora bit now, and I'm just delight-{
ed to have involved with her.
Laura has helped to bring Cork
‘camogie to the level it is at now,
and she is one of the reasons why!
we have been up thepe,”

Izzy 0'Regan makes a welcome return to the Cork squad having,

out with an ACL injury.

Picture: INPHO/Laszlo Geczo

77y O'Regan in

contention for Cork as
she retums from injury

There is still a couple of weeks
to go before their first game as
the Cork senior camogie panel
step up their training ahead of
their league ppener against
Waterford.

While there will be familiar
faces in the panel it also is one
that will see several changes,
with a number of players gone
fora variety of reasons.

As well as those heading
abroad others won't be avail-
able through retirement from
inter-county camogie and
other reasons.

“We knew that Aoife Healy,
Hannah Looney, and Kate
Wall were going to Australia,
so would be out,” said Cork
manager Ger Manley.

“But there are a few others
that have stepped away as
well, Laura Treacy has reti
and, as I said before, she is a
big loss to the sguad. Laura
was a natural leader and al-
ways led by example on and
off the pitch.

“Cliona Healy is gone as,
unfortunately, she has a few
niggling injuries and has
stepped away.

“Along with them, Sorcha
McCartan is also heading
away and Orlaith Mullins is
currently abroad through col-
lege, but we expect her back in
a few months. _

“The Mackey sisters (Pame-
1a and Katrina) are also miss-
ing for now and all the Barrs
players are currently not

training with us as we give
them a much-needed break
after their club campaign.

“So we will wait and see
who we will have available for
our opening league game at
the start of February against
Waterford.

“We will be using the league
to look at a lot of new faces and
see how they get on and te be
fair to others, like the Barrs
players, we won't be rushing
them back in.” With so many
players leaving the squad
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others have been brought
back in and others have been
called in.

Coming back in to the panel
are the likes of Hayley Ryan
and Cliona 0'Callaghan, from
Blackrock, with the former
being joint top scorer in the
club championship. O'Callag-
han alse impressed and also
had a high scoring return
from midfield for her club.

Along with them, others
currently in the squad include
the likes of: Orlaith Cremin,
Isohel Sheehan, Avril Cash-
man, Niamh McNabola, and
Amy Sheppard.

“We also have Tzzy O'Regan
back from her ACL and it’s
great to see her back out there
training. She was a loss to us
last year and Izzy is also buzz-
ing to get back playing games.

“With some of the players
we have lost it's great to see
her back in contention and
ready to go." Libby Coppinger
had also confirmed she is only
playing camogie this season
and Manley said that this
made it easier from a training
and games perspective.

“Twonld also encourage and
support any player that is
good enough to play both
codes if they want to. We have
been doing this for years and
it would have continued this
season had it happened.

“But it does make if easier
for us, and for the ladies’ foot-
ballers, as we both can sort
training and games Knowing
we don’t have to worry about

clashes.

“Should it arise again that a
plaver or players decide to
play football as well, we will
deal with it and manage them
‘as we have in other years. For
now, we can drive on with our
own plans and take it from
there." .

{ackrock's Hayley Ryan, who is back in the Cork senior squad after an

&

\pressive county championship campaign with her dlub.




Cork retain Munster
minor camogie title in
hard-fought battle
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Cork 2-9
Limerick 0-14

Cork retained their Munster
minor camogie title by the
narrowest of margins over
Limerick in a hard-fought
battle at the excellent Tem-
pleglantine venue,

After a close opening half
where the sides traded score
for score, the holders were up
0-9 to 0-8. .

Despite only managing two
scores in the second half, they
survived thanks to the green
flags raised by Leah Hanni-
gan, who didn’t start due to in-
jury, and a long-range Lexi
Manley free that ended up in
the net.

Credit to Cork as they held
out under tremendous Limer-
ick pressure.

Manley and Caitlin Ryan
had two points apiece before
Limerick went three clear
thanks to scores from Hazel
Horgan, Anna Rese Benson,
and Ryan.

Cork pegged them back
with Lauren O'Connor and
Manley on target, and twice
the sides were level again be-
fore Manley's free on the
stroke of half-time edged Cork
in front.

Limerick got the second half
off to a flving start with three
points in a row, as Acibhinn
O'Connor grabbed one to go
along with two Ryan frees,

With the Limerick defence
mopping up any Cork attack,
there was no way through a
defence where Sophie O'Rior-
dan and Tara Hynes were in
control,

Cork introduced Hannigan
on 44 minutes and with her
first touch of the ball, she had
it in the back of the net after a
superb move involving Clara
Murphy and Manley, who
combined before offloading,

Limerick applied huge
pressure on the Cork defence
as they battled for an egual-
iser. :
With captain Millie Lom-
bard and Ava Ashman leading
the way, the Cork defence held
firm.

Limerick hit four wides in a
row as they maintained the
pressure.

As the clock wound down,
Cork won a free on the half-
way line, Lexi Manley’s effort
hit a defender’s hurley and
dropped to the pet to put Cork
four elear with four minutes of
injury time remaining.

Limerick pressed hard and
three points without reply,
two from O'Connor and one
from Mia Smith, ensured a
nervous finish but Cork hung
on to take the title.

Manley, who contributed 1-
6 of their tally, was named
Player of the Match.
Scorers for Cork: L Manley 1-6 (1-41,0-
1 45), L Hannigan 1-0, G Murphy 0°2, L
O'Connor 0-1.

Scorers for Limerick: € Ryan 0-6 (0-21,
0-1 45), A Q' Connor 0-4 (0-1 1), M Smith
0-2, AR Benson, H Horgan 0-1 each,

CORK: A Collins (Sarshelds); S Donog-
hua (Blarnay), A Cashman (Killeagh), T
O'Naill [Fr O'Nedlis); € Ryan (Nawtown-
shandrum), C O'Dennell {(Sliabh Rua), M
Lombard {Ballinhassig, c}; C Foley
(Courcey Rovers), C Hayes (St Cathar-
ina's); L ©'Connar (Killeagh), L Manlay
(Aghabuliogue), G Murphy (Eire Og); L
Meillouin (Inniscarra), C Harte (Barry-
roe), O Troy (Newtownshandrum).

- Subs: E Dull (Aghbullegue) for L O'Con-

nar (inj 33), L Hannigan (Ballincallig) for
Troy (44).

LIMERICK: E Doherty; T Hynos (c), ©
Barran, A Bucklay, § O'Riordan, A Mor-
rissey, C Long; AR Benson, C Ryan; |
C'Brien, A O'Suflivan Hunl, M Smith; R
O'Grady, H Horgan, A O'Connar.

Subs: 5 Maher for A Buckley (h-1), A
Folay for R O'Grady [48).

Referce: Aaron Hogg (Clarg).

Corl's Eabha Lynch dears from Tipperary’s Molly Jones during the U16 A

Munster camogie final at Castle Road.

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Tipperary too
strong for Cork in
U16 A Munster

Tipperary 2-15
Cork 2-6

Disappointment for Cork as
they lost out to Tipperary in
the Munster U16 A champion-
ship camogie final at Castle
Road on Saturday.

The damage was done in the
first half and by the break
Tipp were 1-10 to 0-2 in front
and it was always going to be
difficult for the Rebels to come
back from there,

To their credit, they never
gave up and kept fighting to
the bitter end, but on the day,
they were simply beaten by a
better side.

Tipp were ocutstanding all
through and defensively gave
the Cork forwards little or no
room.

Up fromt, Lily Ivors was a
handful but player of the game
by a mile was Maria Groome.

The half-forward was
superb from start to finish and
a constant threat to the Cork
defence. She finished with 2-2
but it wasn't just her seoring
that caused the home side
problems.

Her ability to run with the
ball and take on defenders
made her a handful and were
in not for a number of quality
saves from Cork keeper Kay-
leigh Murphy, Groome's tally
could have been higher.

Ivors opened the scoring
from a free, with Saili ©'Con-
nor and Olivia Looby adding
to Tipp's tally before Isabelle
‘0'Callaghan got Cork off the
mark from a free.

Ivors and Groome increased
Tipp'slead, to make it 0-6 to 0-1
after 20 minutes. :

Three minutes later, and
Groome had the first of her
goals, giving Murphy no
chance of saving. Ivors added
two more points to make it 1-8
to0-1 as half-time approached.
 Cork's only goal chanece

came when Orla O'Brien’s ef-
fort was well saved by Sinead

o Evors:.hit two more, with
'Callaghan replying from a
free to see Tipp lead by 1-10 to

camogie final
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0-2 at half-time,

Tipp had another goal
chance at the start of the sec-
ond half, this time Murphy
denying Melanie Flannery.

Ivors and Lauren McAuliffe
exchanged points, before
Groome got Tipp’s second
goal, to make it 2-12 to 0-3 and
with it any chance of a Cork
comeback.

To be fair they tried, with |

Alanah Murphy pulling a goal
back and points from Q'Cal-
laghan and Simone Fitzgerald
reducing the deficit, 2-13 to 1-5.

Eabha Lynch got a second
goal for Cork late on but it was
no more than a consolation

score as Tipp ran out deserv-

ing winners.

Cork will now have to re-
group ahead of their All-Ire-
land clash with Galway in two
weeks time.

Scorers for Tipperary: M Groome 2-2,
L vors 0-8 (7f), S O'Connor, O Looby, L
Lea, A O'Donnell 0-1 each.

Cork: A Murphy, E Lynch 1-0 sach, |
O'Callaghan 0-4 (41), L McAulitte (), S
Fitzgerald 0-1 each.
TIPPERARY: S Delaney: G Troy K Cree-
don, T Maher; K Duffy, E Ahern, T Cor-
beit; C Ko , A O'Donnell; M Flan-
nary, M Jones, M Groome; O Looby, S
O'Connor, L lvors.

Subs: LA for M Jones, L Les for M
Flannary (both 38}, M Lonergan for §
O'Cannor {47), R O'Connor for K Dufly,
A Cully for E Ahem (both samatanfw
O Looby, M Kennedy for L lvors, L Ryan
for G Troy (all 55).

CORK: K Murphy (Sliabh Rua); E Don-
nehy (Ballinhassig), A McCarthy (Blar-
‘ney), L Sheehan (St Finbare's); Kata
O'Mahoney (Kilbrittain/Timoleague), E
Lynch (Blarney), L Daly (Inniscarral; E
Rath (Sliabh Rua), § Carey Ni Loingsigh
(Aghabullogue); © ©'Brien (Clough-
duv), L McAuliffe (Newiownshandrum),
aml.':n#gm;n {h':augm-mahandrum]‘.}c

sh (Killeagh), C Leahy (Blamay), |

O'Callaghan {Cloughduv).

Subs: S Gilmare (Clanakilty) for A
Coughlan, A Byoray (Clonakiily) for C
Lsahz* A Keane (Dungourney) for L
Sheahan (all 28), A Murphy (Aghabul-
lpgue) for O O'Brien (), A (Sarsfields)
Ayan for L Daly {34), A Kenneally (Brian
Dillons) for L MeAulifte (43), 5 Fitzgerald
(St Catherine's) for C Walsh (50), E Cal-
{arkay (51 Vincent's) for K O'Mahoney
(55).

Referee: Fhilip Des, (Umerick).

Corl's Eve

Rath shoots under pressure from Tipperary’s Saili

0'Connor during the U16 A Munster camogie final at Castle Road.

Cork underage

Picture; Eddie 0'Hare

sides

tum their attention to
AlFHreland games

It was a mixed weekend for
Cork underage camogie sides
in action in their respective
Munster championship finals.

The weather played its part
as well, with the U16 A final
moved to Cork from Fethard
Town Park on Saturday, but
the B final remained at the
Tipperary venue on their 4G
pitch.

On Sunday, the minors
were due to play Limerick at
Fethard, but that was moved

to Templeglantine in Limer- -

ick.

Conditions both days didn't
favour any side playing decent
camogie, and one can only
wonder why these competi-
tions are played so early in the

year.

There are All-Ireland series
for them all, so that may bea
factor, and possibly state
exams are a consideration too,
but at that to play vour
Munster finals on January 24/
25 seems a little early to me.

For the U16 A side a poor
first half saw them trailing by
1-10 to 0-2, and it was always
going to be difficult to recover
from that.

But credit to the players,
they came out fighting in the
second half and gave it every-
thing, with Alanah Murphy
and Eabha Lynch hitting the
back of the net to put them in
with a chance.

But in the end, Tipp went
back up the road with the cup
after a 2-15 to 2-6 win, thanks
in no small way to a player of
the game performance from
Maria Groome.
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This young player is one to
watch for the future, and if she
keeps developing and working
hard, then Tipp have a future
senior star in the making,

As this game was finishing
upin Cork the B game was get-
ting under way in Tipperary,
and it was a pity that the
weather stopped both being
played at the same venue.

It split the Cork support and
meant many who wanted to
travel were unable to as they
were needed at Castle Road.

This-was a much closer af-
fair, and all credit to the B side
it was a battle all the way tc
the end.

However, come the final
whistle, they lost out by 2-6 to
1-5 to Limerick, who also won
the A shield final.

Aoibhinn Hudner 1-2, Lucy
Heafey 0-2, and Ella McCarthy
0-1, were Cork's scorers in a
game that was in the melting
pot right up to the final
whistle.

However, the weekend fin-
ished on a high as the minors
came out on top in their clash
with Limerick in their clash,

This was 4 close game all
through, and it took two sec
ond-half goals for the Rebels
to emerge as wWinners.

All three sides will now ture
their attentions to the All-Ire
land series with a lot of work
needed to be done by all aheac
of those clashes in two weels
time.

Cork’s Lara Daly tackles Tipperary's !.iully Jones during the U16 A
Munster camogie final at Castie Road.

Picture: Eddle 0'Hare



Laura Treacy celebrates after Cork beat Galway in the 2024 Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship final at Croke Park.

She has never been someone to shy
away from difficult decisions, but
Laura Treacy admitted retiring from
inter-county camogie was one of the
mu;t difficult ones she ever had to
make.

After 14 years as a senior player, Laura
announced her retirement from the red
Jjersey recently. It's been part of her life
for many years, as before playing at sen-
ior level, Laura was also involved with
U14, U16, and minor sides over the years.

‘In simple terms, yes, it was an in-
credibly difficult decision,” said 30-year-
ald Laura.

“It has been my life for 14 seasons, but
you could say I've been playing camogie
since I was about six vears of age.

“It was my dream, probably from six to
16, to play with the Cork senior team at
some point. So I was probably driving for
that for 10 years. Then, when I hit 16, I got
the opportunity. [ was called up by Paudie
Murray that vear, and I've been there
since; so I guess yon could say it's been a
!.tfe':;.lme. but one that T certainly don't re-
gret.

“It was always & dream of mine to put
on the Cork jersey and to be surrounded
by such unbelievable players for the years
that I was there, and to be lucky to have
unbelievable management teams.

“It’s exactly where I wanted to be and
where I wanted to continue to push myself
and push standards of Cork camogie as a
whole.

“I got to do that in abundance, and yes, I
probably made massive sacrifices, miss-
ing trips with friends from home, birth-
days and weddings, and you know, bed
early and stuff.

“But looking back, since the GPA an-
nounced my retirement, the messages
coming through and the phone calls, and
pictures being sent on and everything. I'm
looking back at it already as such a special
time and such a privilege to have gotten to
fulfil my dream.”

There have been many highlights for
Laura over the years, including All-Ire-
land titles, All-Stars, Munster champion-
ship and league titles, but she said one
game stands out for her above the rest.

“When you look back on games, I would
have been criticzl of my own perform-
ances and maybe the performance of the
team. I would have constantly wanted the
team and myself to be better. There was
never a game where it’s ever going to be
perfect, bui I guess you're striving for per-
fection. : :

“But one that really popped out of my
head is the 2023 Al Treland semi-final
against Galway ar Nowlan Park.

CAMOGIE

“I just think that game was as close to
perfect as we were probably going to play,
not hurling-wise, but how we went about
it and the work rate that the girls brought
that day.

“It clicked at the right time, as we had
struggled to get over Galway for so long
leading into that game, and we had ahard
route to the final.

“We ended up playing Kilkenny in the
guarter-final that year, and that was in
Croke Park. We got over that, and we were
really approaching it one game at a time.

“Galway were Kind of a bogey team for
us. Thinking back now, from my own per-
sonal performance, I think it's one that [
would have always gone back on over the
last few years. [ suppose vou're always
trying to remind yourself of how you
played and the positive aspects of it.

“I wasn't perfect, and [ don't think I
ever had the perfect performance that I
was striving for, but that was close to it.
And as a team to get over Galway that day,
the girls really dug deep, and there were
huge performances all over the pitch. I
think that's probably one of the very
special ones.

“They had beaten us twice already that
season, and we seemed to struggle at
times against them. It's not that Galway
where miles better than us, but they al-
ways seemed to just be able to grind out
the win.

“We really struggled like to manage
them, but we turned it around for that
game and yeah, that one in particular just
stands outand puts a smile across my face
when I think about it.”

So what kept Laura playing for so long,
and why retire now?

“It’s kind of scary when people are say-
ing like 14 years involved in the senior
team. I have played Cork minor and U186,
and U14 development and stuff. So ['ve
been wearing a Cork jersey for longer
than I haven’t in my lifetime.

“But it brought me huge personal joy,
trying to improve myself, my own stan-
dards, me as a playver. I was always striv-
ing to be better, and I always felt like each
wear I could do that. It was a thought that 1

gave each year - can ] be better, and where
can I improve?

“That’s probably what drove me per-
sonally. Then I have unbelievable friends
from camogie, and I basically enjoved the
challenge of it every year.

Picture; INPHO/James Lawlor
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Corl's Lau

ra Treacy and Ashling Thompson lift
the Sean 0'Duffy Cup after Cork's win over Gal-
way in 2024. Picture: INPHO/Ben Brady

“I'm very lucky to have plaved with
some phenomenal leaders, and I wanted
to continue the legacy that was left behind
and encourage younger girls to stay in
sport number one.

“Then maybe the vounger girls coming
into the panel, and bring them along and
give them, I guess, what older girls gave
me.

“So there are probably many different
factors as to why [ continue to play, but [
enjoyed it at the end of the day.

“But there has to come a time where a
new chapter needs to start, and there has
been a few little niggles in the body over
the past few vears that probably haven't
allowed me to train as much and play to
n;a:.rbe the standard that I would like to
play.

“So the decision wasn’t a sudden one. |
guess it was probably a decision that was
happening over months and maybe over
the last even 12 months. I thought about it
a lot, and it was an extremely difficult
decision for me, [ would say, and probably
one that will take me a while to come to
terms with. ; :

“But I just feel like it's the right time to
go and see what else life can offer in other
chapters and try and enjoy this new
chapter to the best of my ability.”

Laura also confirmed she is not sure,
due to her injuries, if she will continue to
play with her club Killeagh this year.

“Right at this moment, I don't have an
answer, but I hope to. I would love to give
back to the club. I've probably been gone
for the club set up for longer than [ nearly
played with the club, so it would be a goal
of mine to play with Killeagh, but at this
moment in time, with the injuries, I'm not
sure. For now, Laura is enjoying a well-
earned rest and looking forward to what
the next chapter will bring and said she
will be at the Cork games and is looking
forward to supporting them from the

gtand this year.

. i

Cork players celebrate after winning the Munster minor camogie cham-

pionship final.

Picture: Brendan Gleeson

Cork minors start
All-lreland campaign
with trip to The Ragg

Electric Ireland All Ireland
Minor Championship:
Round 1: Cork v Tipperary:
Sunday, The Ragg, 2pm.

Last season there was an
earlier than usual start to the
All-Treland Electric Ireland
Minor camogie championship
which got underway on the
second week of February.

Now, the powers that be
have in their wisdom brought
the championship start date
forward by another two weeks
with championship getting
underway this weekend.

Minor players should be af-
forded the opportunity to

iplaying on good pitches at a
time of the vear suitable for
yhurling.

To be playing All-Ireland
minor camogie championship
in January is certainly not

yhelping promote the game but
that is the way it is so counties
yhave to get on with it now.

The Munster championship
is already completed and with
that thoughts now turn to the
All-Ireland championship.

Cork get their campaign
underway today when they
meet Tipperary.

Two weeks later on Febru-
ary 14/15 Cork host Limerick
in round two.

Round three is on the wee-
kend of February 28/ March 1,
when Cork travel to take on
Galway, and in round four,
Cork are travelling when they
make the journey to Dublin on
the weelend of March 14/15,

The last group game in on
March 28/29 when Cork will
be at home as they take on All-
Ireland champions Kilkenny.

Cork will begin their cam-
paign boosted by their victory
last weekend in the Munster
final where they had to dig
deep to carve out a one point
victory over a strong and de-
termined Limerick side.

Tipperary fell short by just
six points to Limerick in their
Munster semi-final clash, and
with little between these sides,
we can expect a lively start to
the All-Ireland campaign.

Tipperary contested the
Munster Shield final and
cruised to victory over Clare
on a 6-18 to 1-6.
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They have excellent players
up front in Emma Bonner,
Alice Butler, Abbie Horgan,
and Isobel Kingston are all ca-
pable of notching up scores.

Their defence is marshalled
by captain Ciara Cahill at
centre back with Evanna Glee-
son and Jess Shanahan im-
pressing in the wing back
positions last day out.

With the Munster title se-
cured Cork are now fully fo-
cused and ready to go,

With five group games,
there is a big schedule to get
through and manager Mossy
O'Sullivan and his backroom
mentors will go in happy that
their side performed so well in
the provincial championship,

Having recorded a compre-
hensive opening round vic-
tory over Clare Cork really
had to dig out their victory
over Limerick, but they
showed huge determination in
doing so.

Leading by a point at the in-
terval, 0-8 to 0-8, they fell be-
hind as Limerick hit three
points without reply in a third
quarter where Cork failed to
score.

The introduction of Leah
Hannigan, who did not start
due to injury had an instant
impact as she finished a move
involving Lexi Manley and
Clara Murphy to the roof of
the net to edge Cork in front.

Lexi Manley increased the
lead with a long range free
ending up in the net but Lim-
erick fought back with three
points in a row before the full
time whistle sounded much to
Cork’s relief.

A cause for concern for
Cork will be that they failed to
score a point in the second
half with only one seore from
play in the entire thirty four
minutes of the second half.

Mossie O'Sullivan will be
looking for a bigger contribu-
tion from his players with
only four players on the score
sheet against Limerick and he
will be hoping for a better re-
turn across’the side tomorrow
at The Ragg..

{The Cork team and selectors after winning the Munster minor camogie

championship final.
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Millie Lombard is put under pressure by Tipperary's Isabelle Kingston.

Cork push Premier o
the final whistle but Tipp
prevail with late points

Tipperary 1-14
Cork 2-9

Cork lost to Tipperary in the
opening round of the Electric
Ireland Minor Camogie
Championship at MIC,
Thurles.

Tipperary opened up an
eight-point advantage 10 min-
wtes into the second half but
were pegged back by the
Munster champions, who
battled hard but fell just short.

Cork were guick off the
mark with two early peints,
Ciara Hayes slotting over
from play and Lexi Manley
converting a free. Tipperary
responded with two pointsina
row, Abbie Horgan converting
a free before Alice Butler had
the sides level five minutes in.

Again the sides swapped
points, with play moving
quickly from end to end. Hor-
gan edged Tipp back in front
but Manley replied with a free.
Clare Murphy and Horgan
traded points to leave it 0-4
each at the end of the opening
quarter.

The hosts hit a purple patch
as they went three in front
with points from Alice Butler,
Emma Bonner, and Horgan
finding the range. Cork re-
sponded through Clare
Murphy and Lea Meillouin
but Evanne Gleeson's effort
gave Tipperary a (-8 to 0-6 lead
at the break.

Crueially, the Premier
turned around with the aid of
the wind and went four points
in front inside six minutes of
the restart. Eva Ralph had a
point from play with Horgan
accurate from placed balls.

Putting Cork's defence
under pressure, Tipp had the
game's opening goal seven
minutes into the half with Isa-
belle Kingston extending their
lead to seven.

Ee
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Horgan extended their lead
with a point before Cork
upped the pace and grabbed
their opening goal as Lexi
Manley hit the net. Foints
from Cacilainn Ryan and
Leah Hannigan narrowed the
gap to three but Horgan nailed
a difficult free followed by an
Ailbhe Treacy effort to leave
the margin at five with 12 min-
utes left.

Cork battled back with a
Hannigan goal. With just two
points between the sides the
game was very much in the
balance. Continuing to press,
Cork had it down to a one-
point game on 53 minutes with
a Murphy point. Tipp won a
free with three minutes to go,
and the reliable Horgan con-
verted her eighth free which
left Cork chasing a goal to win,

Cork pressed to the final
whistle but the Tipperary de-
fence held.

Secorors for Tipperary: AHorgan 0-81, |
Kingston 1-0, A Butler 0-2, E Bonner, E
Ralph, E Gleeson A Treacy 0-1 each,
Cark: L Manloy 1-2 (0-21], L Hannigan 1-
1, € Murphy 0-3, C Hayes, C Ryan, L
Malllouin 0-1 each,

TIPPERARY: E O'Dennell; E Ryan, K
Mewin, E Frand; J Shanahan, C Cahill, E
Gleeson; E Bonner, E Ralph; A Buller, A
Treacy: G Stapleton, A Horgan, | King-
ston, K Rossitor.

Subs: E Dully for K Rossiter (21). D Ryan
for G Stapleton (45), G Cleary for | King-
ston (56).

CORK: A Collins (Sarsfields); S Dono-
hue (Blarnay), A Ashman (Killoagh), T
O'Maill {Fr O' Nall's); C Rocha (Eire Og),
C O'Donnetl (Sliabh Rua); M Lombard
(Ballinhassig, c); © Ryan (Mewlown-
shandrum); C Hayes (St Cathering's); O
Troy (Newtownshandrum), L Manley
(Aghabuliogua), © Harte :B:myrnaé; L
Meillovin (Inniscarra), C Murphy (Eire
©g). L Hannigan (Ballincollig).

Subs: E Healy (Eire Og) for L Meillouin
(22), E Barrall (Aghabullagua) for C
Roche (33), B Cunniffe (Balincollig) for
Q Troy (38),

s ¥

Tipperary's Eimear Ryan and Cork's I.ea-_ Meillouin chase the sliotar.

In c;unggie _.UEI:_:'ended
UL’s bid for a 3rd succes-

+ sive Ashbourne Cup title

with a thrilling 2 point
victory on Tuesday. Itsets
up a final with UCD in the
DCU Complex on Sunday:
at4pm.

Niamh McNabola was
outstanding in that win as
were Avril Cashman, Amy
McCarthy, Leah Hallihan
and Orlaith Cremin.

UCC have won the Ash-
bourne 32 times but the
last triumph came in
2003 - they would dearly
love to end that long wait
on Sunday.

Corl’s Niamh McNabola, here in action

against Tipperary, will be one of

the players UCCwill look to tomorrow nightin the Ashbourne Cup semi-

final against UL.

Picture; Dan Linehan

UCC hoping to reach
two camogie finals

This week is a big one for UCC
camogie as they play in two
major semi- : ;

They have qualified for the
Ashbourne Cup semi-final
after getting the better of Uni-
versity of Galway at the Mar-
dyke last week.

The game was due to be

played at Dangan, Galway,
but upon arrival, the pitch
was deemed unplayable after
a pitch inspection by the ref-
eree. .
So it was refixed for last
Wednesday night at the Mar-
dyke, giving UCC home ad-
vantage for what they knew
was going to be a tough tie.

UCC started well with
Niamh McNabola pointing
from play, followed by a point
from a Sophie Pembrook free.
Aoife Healy, who will be head-
ing to Australia in a few
months to play Aussie Rules,
was on form and from a great
run pointed to keep UCC in
front.

Galway's Carrie Dolan
pointed from a free to get the
away side up and running.
Midway through the first half,
a superh run from Cork’s
Leah Hallihan ended up with
the ball in the back of the net.

Amy McCarthy was work-
ing tirelessly, as was Meave
Murphy, who swept up in the
backline. Abby Walsh from
Clare was tasked with the job
of marking Carrie Dolan and
kept her scoreless from play.

Dolan did score seven
points, but they were all from
frees, showing the great job
Walsh did for the Cork college
on the night.

Galway got a goal back just
before half-time as UCC led by
1-8 to 1-6 at the breal.

The second half was a battle
with Galway edging closer
with scores back and forth. In
the last minute, Dolan pointed
a free to draw the game,

At the other end of the field,
Orlaith Cremin passed to
McNabola, who was tackled
and won a free.

There was total silence at
the Mardvke as Sophie Pem-
brook poeinted the pressure
free to put UCC one ahead
with time now into injury-
time.

However, UCC's vice-cap-
tain Avril Cashman drove the
team on, and excellent scores
from Sarah O'Brien and Ei-
mear Duignan put them three

the good.
" After a battle, there were
great scenes on the final
whistle, which saw UCC over-
come a very strong University
lof Galway side by 1-13 to 1-10.

Aoife Healy will be hoping to win

an Ashbourne Cup title with UCC

before she heads to Australia.
Picture: Dan Sheridan/ Inpho
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UCC now face current Ash-
bourne Cup helders UL, who
are hot favourites to win three
in a row, in the semi-final.

The game is scheduled for
gpm tomorrow night at UL,

UCC manager Michelle
Gould was thrilled with the

win.

“The girls showed great
eharacter to come through
this game, and their work rate
was immense.

“Playing UL is always a big
ask, but we have great confi-
dence in our team and will be
up for the challenge.”

As well as this, UCC are alse
in the Purcell Cup semi-final.
They secured two wins out of
two in the championship,
beating Ulster University
away in Laois, followed by a
hard-fought win away to May-
nooth. This sees them play to-
morrow in Dublin against
Queens University t, at
7pm at Abbotstown.

Ms Gould manages both
teams and is very happy with
how both teams are prog-
ressing.

“Having two teams in the
championship semi-finals is a
great achievement, The Pur-
cell team is progressing nicely
after winning the Purcell
League before Christmas.
This was great preparation for
the championship campaign.

“We have strong coaches
and a backroom team, and it
shows on the pitch with the
airle ™




