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history by electing first
male chairman at AGM

A busy season drew to its con-
clusion recently as Cork Ca-
mogie reflected on another
hugely successful year when
they held the county conven-
tion in Castle Road.

There was a large attend-
ance of representatives from
all the clubs and also inattend-
ance were former national ca-
mogie president Hilda Breslin,
Munster chairperson Chris-
tine Ryan, and Marie Kearney

jrepresentating national presi-
dent Brian Malloy.

As Cork look ahead to 2025, -
history was made at conven-
tion when the first male chair-
man of the Cork camogie

yboard was elected as Mairead
Donovan from the Ballincollig

yclub stepped down as chair

"having served four years in
the role.

Vice chairman Padraig
Treacy from Nemo Rangers
was elected to take over and to
lead Cork camogie as chair-
man.

Padraig is a well-known fig-
ure in GAA circles and is an
experienced official having
served as chairman of the
Nemo Rangers Hurling and
Football Club.

He also held various other
roles within the club and has
also served on the Seandin ca-
mogie committee as an officer.

In 2024, he became an of-
ficer of the Cork Camogie
County Board for the first
time when he became the first
male vice chairman of the
board.

Darina Foley, from the
Midleton club, who took over
as the secretary’s role in 2024,
continues in the role with ex-

!{ate Dooley, Ballinora, receives
the Player-of-the-Game award
from Rory Noonan, chief sub edi-
tor at The Echo’. _

Picture: Jim Coughlan
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perienced official Mary
McSweeney from the Bandon
club continuing in the import-
antrole of treasurer.

Mairead Lynch, who has
done a huge amount of work
on the development side of
Cork camogie, continues in
the role of development of-
ficer, and the position of PRO
has been filled by Brian
Q'Regan from the Douglas
club and he-replaces Dave
Harris, who had to step down
from the role mid-season due
to work commitments.

Eileen O'Brien from Sliabh
Rua, who came into the role of
registrar in 2024, did not go
forward for re-election. Here,
Orla O'Regan from the Ballin-
collig, who was a member of
the boards general purposes
committee, is now the new
county board registrar.

The General Purpose Comn-

.mittee consists of Marian

McCarthy, St Finbarr’s, Shei-
la Golden, Inniscarra, and
Cork's delegate to Munster
Council is Lillian Zinkant,
Sarsfields.

Secretary Darina Foley, ina
detailed report, spoke about
the continued spread of the
game while also speaking
about the restructuring of the
championship competition
which took place in 2024.

Development officer Mai-
read Lynch reported on the in-
augural Cork Personal Devel-
opment programme siarted
this year in association with
UCC for the county Ul4 and
U17 panels, which was a huge
SUCCess.

The wonderful facility that
is Castle Road continued to be
improved and through 2024
the board did a lot of work on
developing the facility
further, with work continued
on the pitch and on the dress-
ing rooms with a further two
rooms added which are now
near to completion.

A big job for the season
ahead will include the next
project which will be the up-
grading of the car park which
will include levelling the sur-
face, drainage, tarmacadam,
and lighting.

This will again be a hlige
cost to the board, as :.uﬂl e
plan to install floodlighting,
but they will continue to push
ahead to add to Castle Road-
and the superh facility itis.

L
Camogie
FEBRUARY
1 Post Primary Senior semi-finals
2 Alllreland Minor Championships

COMMences
B9  Third LevelChampionshipsfinals
15 PastPrimarySeniorfinal;

Mational League commences

MARCH

28  National League Division 1B final;
Division 34 semi-finals

30  Alllreland Minor Aquarter-finals

APRIL

12 Mational League Division 3A final,

‘ Division 4 Final

13  Alllreland Minor A, B & C finals; Mational
League Division One A & 2Afinals

26-27 AlllrelandMinor A,B & Cfinals

MAY
24 AlllrelandU23and AllIreland Senior
championships commence

JULY

5 Alllreland Senior & Intermediate
quarter-finals

12 U232 Afinal; Alllreland Premier Junior
Championships semi-finals;

Mancy Muray Cupfinal

26  Allreland Senior Championship
semi-finals

27 Alllrelandintermeidate & Premier
Junior Championship semi-finals

AUGUST

10  AltlrelandChampionshipfinals

NOVEMBER

29-30 Alllreland Clubsemi-finals

DECEMBER

13  Alllreland Junior Club Champlonship
finals:

14  Alllreland Senior &Intermediate
Club Championship finals

SPORTS
i DIARY

2023

1/
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uife- Healy blocks duwnau-blin's Zoe Couch |r| la

st year's Glen éimp!e;

All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship semi-final at UPMC Nowlar

Park.
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Healy keento help UCC
end Ashbourmne wait

Across the past two decades,
UCC have been in nine Elec-
trie Ireland Ashbourne Cup
finals; unfortunately, ulti-
mate glory has remained elu-
sive in that time.

Having retained their
league title, the Skull and
Crosshones are again among
the favourites as they begin
their inter-varsity champion-

;ship campaign with a derby
clash against MTU Cork
today.

Two vears ago, Cork dual
star Aoife Healy was part of
the UCC team that made the
final, losing narrowly to TU
Dublin after extra-time. She
would love to help the college
end the long wait, though of
course she knows that there
are a few steps to be negoti-
ated for that to materialise.

Coming in as league cham-
pions certainly gives Jerry
Wallace’s side a boost, she
feels,

“I don't think UCC has won
an Ashbourne since 2003,"
Healy says.

“The league is not some-
thing to be thrown away,

really. It's a good learning
curve for a team and for trying
out new players and every-
thing. It's definitely a good
one to win, coming into the
Ashbourne.

“UJCC are always there or
thereabouts. We've been in a
few finals where we've lost by
really small margins— when 1
was in first vear, we lost the
Ashbourne final by a point in
extra-time.

“Those are the margins in
the last few years for us, hope-
fully we'll get across the line
this year or next year."

A camogie player with Ag-
hada and a footballer with
Cloyne, Healy also has 0'Con-
nor Cup commitments with
UCC. Add in the county de-
mands and her time is in big
demand in the early partof the

year.
i “Definitely, this is the toug-
hesat time of the year,” she
says, “January-March, when
the college season is at its
height and the inter-county
pre-season and leagues are
tarting off. g
“It"1l definitely be busy, but

[
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1 think we're trying to orga-
nise it quite well this vear,
where we're not over-loading
anyone, and hopefully it'll all
work out.”

The theme of this vear's
Ashbourne is ‘First-Class Riv-
als’, highlighting how players
from different counties play
together under the college
banner. Healy, a third-year
environmental science stu-
dent, certainly finds the bene-
fits in that.

“It's great,” she says,
“there's such a wide variety of
counties and players from dif-
ferent counties.

“You play against them and
you wouldn't want to be mark-
ing them because they're so
good, but you're glad of them
on your college team then.

“1t definitely brings you on,
I would definitely agree with
that."

Healy also has plenty of
Cork colleagues for company
in the red and black of UCC.
Last year, retaining the All-
Ireland title showed the ma-
turity of the squad and she
feels that dealing with such
pressure will help to block out
the noise around the possibil-
ity of the county winning
threein arow for the first time
since 1972,

“There's extra pressure
when vou've won it before, so
being able to win it for the see-
ond time in a row puts real
confidence into the team, es-
pecially for this year,” she
5ays.

“Wa know that we can win it
after winning it the year be-
fore, so that kind of pressure
shouldn't really be affecting

s,

“Last vear, there was talk of
two in a row and whether we
could doit again, but you can't
let that come to the forefront
of your game, It's something
that vou shouldn't really be
trying to focus on. =

“This year, especially, we're
going to have to try to block
that out and focus on our-
selves and bettering ourselves
again.”



¥ Cork and UCC star Aolife
Healy at thelaunch of the
Electriclreland GAA Higher
Educationand Camogie
Third Level Champlonships.
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Healy focussed on
next All-Ireland, not
three-in-a-row bid

YOU won't hear Aoife Healy talk too much about winning the
three-in-a-row this season, as All-Ireland senior camogie cham-
pions Cork aim to build on their back-to-back O"Duffy Cup wins.

The factis that while Cork target a first three-in-a-row for the
county since the early 1970s, Healy and her team-mates just
want to win the next All-Ireland.

‘It’s something we would be striving for (the three-in-a-row)
but it's not something you can have in the forefront of your
mind going in to play matches,’ Healy said.

‘Our aim for 2025 is to win the All-Ireland. We're not looking
atit being three-in-a-row or having won All-Irelands before."

The current crop could become the third Cork camogie side
to achieve the three-in-a-row, after the successes of 1934-36
and 1970-73. In the 2024 championship, Cork won every game
and other than their All-Ireland final triumph over Galway (1-16
to 0-16), won every game by nine points or more. Healy and Co
are ready to defend their crown, again.

‘It drives a team on and it shows we are capable of winning
back-to-back titles. For this year, we know we have done it
before and even when the pressure was on to do it again, we
did that. I think there is no doubt that we candoit, Cloyne star
Healy said. -

‘Asateam, I thinkit's kind of kept us together. Thewhole set-
up hasn't really changed all that much since our first All-Ireland
winin 2022,

‘It's a different kind of pressure. You're less chasing another
team and having goals at beating certain teams rather than
goals of bettering yourself. It is a different way of training and
a different mindset from it all really,

Current boss Ger Manley replaced Matthew Twomey as man-
ager for the 2024 season and made an instant impact.

“Ger has been with us for a few years. He was involved with
Matthew so knows all of us as players. He knows our strengths
and our potential. I think Ger is very good at communicating
and talking to his players to get the most out of them. Healy
acknowledged.

‘Lastyear, he brought up alot of girls from the intermediates
and younger girls up to even just training to get a feel of the set-
up before bringing them up this year to be part of the panel, He
has a good link with the minor managers and everything and
brings the youth up to the senior set-up.” ;

First thoughts for Healy are on the colleges’ competitions.
She will line out for UCC in the Ashbourne Cup, a competition
the Cork college haven't won since 2003,

‘College can become quite stressful butit’s great havi ng are-
lease in playing camogie and going into an environment where
everybody is in the same boat. When you're playing, I feel like
there is nothing going on in your mind. It'’s a great release and.

- Lthinkit’s really important for people to have :hm-whe‘%;it'uﬁﬁ

ying,' Healy added, Jowdin
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The death has occurred of

Aary Fennellv

Mary Fennelly, Ennisnag, Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny.
(Former President of The Camogie Association of Ireland).

Peacefully, at St. Luke’s Hospital, Kilkenny on Monday, 13th January 2025.
Pre-deceased by her parenis John and Josie.
Deeply regretted and sadly missed by her loving family, her sisters Brid (Myers) and
Siobhan (Speers), her brothers Michael and John, sisters-in-law Margaret and Veronica,
brothers-in-law Tom and Martin, nieces, nephews, grandnieces, grandnephews,

relatives, neighbours and friends.

May Mary Rest in Peace

~ CORK DUALS TO SHINE

JOE Carroll will do everything he can to make sure Cork's d
get the chance to shine for both the county football and ca
teams this season. ; ; Ch L =
Libby Coppinger, Hannah Looney and Acife Healy line out for b
senlor teams, and as long as dual players want to play both code
b Carollwillaccommodate thelr wishes,
, 'lfanyone wants to play dual sports, isn't it agreat thing that they.
can? Carrollsays,
""" ‘I've been speaking with camogie manager Ger Manley and we
; are both on the same page, that the players don't get overloaded
and don't get overworked, and that they are fresh for the games
that we need them, We will constantly talk to each other and we'll
facilitate the players. )
‘I've had Aoife Healy before, betweenthe Cork minors and with
UCC and | do everything to accommedate her and she knows.
herself too when she needs a rest; that willbe paramount to this..
because f they are out five, six nights a week, we won't =
best ofthem. We'll suppert themfrom both sides.’ 5 Ay

BYKIERANMCCARTHY




Cork players and management celebrate after defeating Kilkenny in

the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland intermediate camogie final at Croke

Park

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Cork enjoy a fantastic
season at intermediate
level with double glory

CAMOGIE
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Cork’s second adult camogie
team played in Division 2B of
the league.

This is a competition con-
fined to counties with second
adult teams and they began
the season with a new man-
agement team in place, led by
Donie Daly who had enjoyed a
hugely successful tenure with
Cork Ulss.

With his management team
in place, Daly set his sights
high and, assembling a strong
panel, they set about their
national league campaign in
early February.

. Cork topped the group with

four wins from five, beating
Tipperary, Galway, and Kil-
kenny but surprisingly losing
to Wexford in a game that they
were expected fo win easily.

Undeterred by the defeat,
they dusted themselves down
and after a superb display
they beat Clare in their last
game to secure their place in
the final against Tipperary.

In a tough battle on a day
when the wind had a signifi-
cant impaet and made it diffi-
cult for the players, Cork's de-
fence proved to be the launch-
ing pad for victory as they ran
out 0-13 to 0-10 winners to
make it back to back league
division 2B ftitles.

With focus shifting to cham-
pionship Cork were drawn
with Offaly, Galway, Clare,
Westmeath, and Wexford.

After a tough campaign
they won all five group games
to secure a semi-final meeting
with Offaly where they ran
out winners with two goals to

spare.

In the second semi-final Kil-
kenny and Galway had to go to
extra-time before Kilkenny
edged it after a thrilling con-
test.

The scene was set as Croke
Park beckoned and Kilkenny
were tipped by many to take
the title which, no doubt,
suited Daly and his side as
they played it low key-in the
lead-up to the game.

It took a huge effort and

sheer heart, guts, and deter- _

mination as Cork captured the

title.
) It was a titanic battle and a
game that went down to the
pwire before a point from sub-
stitute Fiona Nelligan three
minutes.into injury-time saw
Cork win the county's fifth
jAll-Treland intermediate title.
To cap a superb season for

Cork captain Lauren Homan lifts

the Jack Mills Cup after her side’s
victory over Kilkenny.

the intermediate side, six
players were honoured with
Soaring Star Awards.

Lauren Homan, Tara
McCarthy, Emma Flanagan,
Niamh O'Leary, Cliona O'Cal-
laghan, and Acife Barrett
were worthy recipients.

It was a surprise not toseea.
Cork player named intermedi-
ate player of the year, with the
award going to Kilkenny's
Danielle Morrissey.

The intermediate grade has
always been a huge one for
players who come through
from minor ranks, and while
many won't make senior
squads, it's a grade that is
hugely beneficial for players
to continue their inter-county
CAreer.

It is a huge disappointment
and a surprise to see that the
Camogie Association have de-
cided not to allow second adult
teams participate at inter-
mediate level and to instead
organise an U23 champion-
ship for counties such as Cork
and all those who previously
fielded second adult teams.

While they may see benefit-
ting counties with only one
adult team, it is doing nothing
for player retention.

If a player is over 23 and is
not up to senior inter-county
standard her chance to repre-
sent her county on the inter-
county stage at just 24 years of
age is effectively over,

It seems the association is
penalising counties that are
working hard and are in a
position to field two adult
teams: the decision makes no

SENSe.

the Ashbourne Cup at The Mardyke.

UCC’s Clodagh Finn and MTU's Aoife O'Niell tussle for the sliotar during

Picture; Eddie O'Hare

UCC have too much

power and strengt

hfor

MTU in Ashboume tie

1-18 CAMOGIE
MTU Cork - 0-1 = Dylan O’Connell
UCC launched their Ash- :
heir UCC finished the half by rat-
g?nu;gjt?él Do o ﬂt“&?‘; tling off 0-5 without reply with
over local rivals MTU Cork at Linn and Anna Murphy split-

The Mardyke on Tuesday
night. ,

UCC started slowly with
five wides inside the first six
minutes from eight attempts,
but a goal soon after from All-
Ireland winner Clodagh Finn
kickstarted an emphatic dis-
play by the home side.

That made it 1-3 to no score
and UCC went on to finish
comfortable winners, in a
competition they are aiming
to win for the first time since
'2003.

There was no talk of titles
'by the college, who started
three members of the Cork
team that defeated Kilkenny
in last year’s All-Ireland Sen-
ior Camogie final.

Finn led the line with 1-7 tal-

lied, and her evening started
with a well-worked white flag
in the third minute.
" The forward then played
Limerick's Sarah O'Brien
through, but her goalbound
shot was easily stopped by
Chloe Lane.

Finn's second point was fol-
lowed by O’Brien forcing the
sliotar in off the post in the
18th minute.

The game's only green flag
was raised seconds later and
UCC were in front, 1-3 to no
score.

Tipperary's Eimear Heffer-
nan added a point from open
play and a chance for a second
goal of the half came from the
puck-out but the ball was
scrambled away.

bourne Cup at The Mardyke.

ting the posts twice during
that run and Heffernan get-
ting a point for a 1-9 to 0-0 half-
time scoreline,

The home side made five
changes for the restart, with
Cork star Meabh Murphy
going off injured.

The changes did very little
to slow down the UCC attack
as they hit 0-9 in the second
half.

Orlaith Kelleher raised two
white flags in quick succes-
sion and her Limerick team-
mate Liz Ann Boylan added a
point after replacing Meabh
De Burca.

Finn tacked on two more to
her tally and Isobel Sheehan
got one during a burst inside
the final 10 minutes.

Orlaith Cahalane got MTU’s
only score from a free and the
game finished with Orlaith
{uj!élélms finding the target for

Scorers for UCC: C Finn 1-7 (11} L Ann
Boylan, E Heffernan, E Murphy, O Kel-
leher all 0-2, S5 O'Brien, | Sheehan, and
0 Mullins all 0-1.

MTU Cerk: Q Cahalana 0-1 (1f).

UCC: C Buckiey; M De Burca, A Waish,
M Murphy, M Hing, A Healy, L Ryan,
Hetfernan, O Kelleher, E Dempsay, |
Shaehan, E Murphy, A Hurley, G Finn, S
O'Brien.

Subs: L Lehane for Buckely (HT): A
Cashman for M Murphy (HT), LA Boylan
for De Burca (HT), G Moloney for Demp-
say (HT), O Mullins for Hurlay (HT).
MTU Cork: C Lane; E O'Donovan, A
O'Neill, S Hurley, E Wigginglon-Barrett,
A Bamrett, J Mullins, T McCarthy, A Daly,
E Dwyer, O Cahalana, M Conton, A Hal-
lihan, A Sheppard, C Daly.

Referee: Andy Larkin (Ballygarvan).

JUCC's Isobel Sheehan shoots from MTU’s Eve Dwyer during the Ash-
Picture: Eddie O'Hare

UCC’s Lisa-Ann Boylan tries to break past UCG's Ellen Baker and Ciara

Hickey in their Ashbourne Cup game.

Picture: Jim Coughlan

UCC too strong for |
University of Galway
In Ashbourne Cup

ucc 1-20

University of Galway 1-6

UCC continued their Ashbourne
Cup campaign witha 1-20to 1-6
victory over University of Galway
at The Mardyke on Tuesday
night, their second win in the
competition,

Last week they destroyed MTU
Cork, and they were too good for
University of Galway. It is going
to take a very good team to stop
them on this form.

Cork star Clodagh Finn stole the
show by tallying 0-8 to bring her
total to 1-15 after two outings.
That followed an emphatic vie-
tory over local rivals MTU Cork
on opening night, while the Uni-
varsity of Galway started with a
2-18 to 1-6 hammering of DCU.
The home side picked up where
they left off in the derby game
with an early goal chance for Iso-
bel Sheehan flashing just wide
inside the first minute.

Finn followed up by splitting the
posts from play and her second,
from a free, gave UCC an early
two-point lead.

Another brace by the Fr O'Neill's
player gave the home side a (-4
to no score advantage before
Sabina Rabhitte opened the Uni-
versity of Galway's account.
Finn and Meabh Murphy com-
bined seconds later to stretch
UCC's lead to 0-6 to 0-1.

Then Galway won a penalty after
a foul on Rabbitte and the for-
ward's effort from the spol was
stopped by Cacimhe Buckley,
Orlaith Kelleher scored after
UCC won the puck-out and the
gap between the two teams wi-
dened when Liz-Ann Boylan hit
the back of the net with a venom-
ous strike in the 22nd minute.

At 1-7 ta 0-1, the home side were
firmly in control even with Gal-
way raising three white flags be-
fore the break.

-
.

JUCCS Isobel Sheehan
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UCC held firm and went into half-
time leading 1-9 to 0-4 thanks to
a late rally by Emma Murphy and
Finn.

Boylan put over her only paint
within seconds of the restart and
Sheehan got another as Galway
scrambled to ignite a comeback.
Suddenly it was 1-11 to 0-4 and
UCC wentup another level witha
burst trigaered by a Finn free.
Tipperary's Eimear Heffernan
and Meabh Ring were on target
to pad a cushion that was grow-
ing bigger and bigger at the 40th
minute.

Galway did get the next score, a
well-worked goal from Rabbitte
follawing a neat passing play.
That made it 1-14 to 1-4, but
there was no big finish as Miriam
Murphy and Avril Cashman an-
nounced their arrivals with white
flags, with Sheehan ending the
proceedings from the 45.
Scorers for UCC: C Flynn 0-8 (3); L
Ann Boylan 1-1, 1 Sheehan (-3, Mirian
Murpiy 0-2, Meabh Murphy, O Kelishar,

E Murphy, E Helfarnan, M Ring, A Cash-
man-all 0-1.

University of Galway: S Rabbilte 1-2. L
Kelty 0-3 (1), C Dalan 0-1.

UCC: C Buckisy; M Da Burca, A'Walsh,
M Murphy, L Ryan, A Healy, M Ring, E
Hatfernan, O Kelleher, E Murphy, | Shee-
han, L Ann Boylan, E Dempsay. C Finn,
S O'Brien

Subs: A Cashman for Do Murca (25); G
Murphy for Helfernan (47), Minam
Murphy for E Murphy (47), A Hursy for
It:ginpsuy {49). L Leanne for Buckley

Galway Unlversity: L Freenay, € Baker,
S Lyons, R Kally, Ally Hesnan, T Fitzger-
ald, J Daly, N McPaake, O Rabbitte, C
Hickey, L Kally, T Canning. M Dillion, S
Rabbitte, C Dolan,

Subs: K Calaman for Canning (40); C
Kally for O Rabbitte (50), E O'Connor for
R Kally (55).

Reforeo: Cathal McAllister (Aghada)

gets away from UCE's Tiffany Fitzgerald in their
Ashboune Cup game at the Mardy

Picture: Jim Coughlan



Provincial underage camogie competiti
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It's an earlier than normal start
for Munster camogie competi-
tions with the U16 and minor
compeslitions already underway.
Itis a busy weekend for Cork
leamns, with three games sched-
uled for tomorrow.

MINOR
The Munster Minor Champion-
ship gets underway for Gark
when they host Clare in Castle
Road tomorrow (2pm).
Lasl weekend, Limerick de-
feated Waterford 2-12 to 1-10in
thelr preliminary round gamae, It
was level atfull-time, 1-2 a piece.
Limerick won in extra-time to set
up a semi-final meeting this wee-
kend with champions Tipperary.
Nine players from |ast season's
Cork panel are available for se-
lection this year — Saoirse Cun-
ningham, Jess Murphy, Cather-
ine Murphy, Rachel Murphy, Ava
McAuliffe, Tara Goulding, Aoife
Cottrell, Kate O'Sullivan, and
Shauna O'Driscoll. The experi-
ence gained will be invaluable as
they set out on the provincial and
All-Ireland trail,

.su%ﬁmmnuﬂhmﬂy&w{
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UNDER 16A
The U16A side will get their
Munster campaign underway to-
morraw when they travel to The
Raag for a semi-final meeting
with Tipperary (1.30pm).
Tipperary overcame Limerick in”
a preliminary round game last
weekend, winning a close con-
test 0-10 to 0-9, as they stood

¥

The Cork 'I.I'lﬁB;amu-gie team who contest the Munster final against Tipperarytohmw.

" firm against huge pressure.

Among the players who were 10
the fore for a balanced Tipperary
side were Grace Cleary, Alice
Butler, Ava Fanning, Sophie
Moynihan, and Evanne Gleeson.
UNDER 16B
Cork took to the pitch last wee-
kend and beat Clare 6-14 1o 1-2.
Keira Moloney, Teegan Murphy,

lane National School), Elise 0'Donoghue (

-

Kate Harvey, Lauren Cromwell,
and Lucy Beecher were in top
form as they setup a final meet-
ing against Tipperary, who beat
Limerick 1-10 to 2-4, in Castle
Road tomorrow (12pm).
Tipperary will look to Leah Del-
aney, Eimear Conroy, Eleanor
Boland, Saoirse Butler, and Aine
Callanan to lead the way.

Team withCo

e._.

!fmmalry (Coachford National Smnu?atthe relaunch of Macroom Credit Unlon's Coachford branch last

Lily Murphy, Aine 0'Donoghu

Cork are the defending U16B
provincial champions and will be
hoping to retain their title in the
first provincial final of the year.
CHAMPIONSHIP
With the provincial competition
played separately to the All-Ire-
land series, the early start to the
provincial competition gives
mentors an opportunity to pre-

L

lalste na Tolrbhirte, Bandon

JRTS AWARDS J'

|"'anilnihheann I:mj_f, both Colaiste Chollm.

ons have an early start date

pare for what lies ahead.
Championship gets underway
for the minors on February 16
when Cork host Tipperary.

On March 23, Cork are at home
to Dublin and they travel to Kil-
kenny on March 17 for the final
last group game.

The quarter-finals are scheduled
for March 30 with the semi-finals
on the weekend of April 13/14.
The final is scheduled for the
weekend of April 26/27.

The U16A championship begins
on Sunday, April 9, with Cork
away lo Galway.

On February 23 they host Kil-
kenny, and on March 9 they
head to Dublin.

They are away again on March
23 to Tipperary, with their final
group game at home to Limerick
on April 6.

The semi-finals are schaduled
far the weekend of April 19/21
with the final down for decision
on the weekend of May 3/4.

As the U16B All-lIreland cham-
pionship only caters for counties
with one U16 team Cork are not
eligible to participate therefare
Saturday’s Munster final will be
the last game for the U168
team.

e and Jess Helbrow on the winning Munster Camogie Final




) 1 ) ) m.—.."_‘_ o o o R

Cork senior camogie players Amy 0'Connor, Laura Hayes, and Méabh
Cahalane, put one of the greyhounds through its paces at the launch of
the 2025 Cork Camogie Night At The Dogs fundraiser, which takes place
on February 15 at Cork Greyhound Stadium. Picture: Jim Coughlan

Cork senior camogie
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Lord Mayor of Cork, councillor Dan Boyle,

with captain of the Cork U
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16s, Caoimhe Power; Méabh {ahaﬁne, vice-captainof th

senior side, and Niamh 0'Leary, vice-captain the intermediate team, ata civicreception for the victorious Cork camogie team:

in the atrium of City Hall.

Picture: Darragh Kar-

Civic reception for
Cork camogie stars

The All-Ireland winning Cork senior camogie
team were honoured this week at a celebratory
civic reception at City Hall.

The event, hosted by Cork City Couneil, also honour-
edﬂ the victorious Cork intermediate and U16B camogie
sides.

The seniors continued their achievements through-
out 2024, when they secured their 30th All-Ireland sen-
ior crown, reaffirming their place as the most success-
ful team in the history of the championship. This sig-
nificant achievement was secured following the All-Ire-
land final triumph over Galway last August.

At the event, the Lord Mayor of Cork, councillor Dan
Boyle, praised Cork halfback Laura Hayes and man-
ager Ger Manley, who were awarded the Pricewater-
houseCoopers (PwC) Camogie Player and Manager of
the Year awards. As well as the side’s 2024 PwC All-Star
players; goalkeeper Amy Lee, corner-back Pamela
Mackey, halfback Laura Hayes, centre-back Laura
Treacy, midfielder Ashling Thompson, half-forward
Saoirse McCarthy, full-forward Katrina Mackey, and

&
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M Rachel Lysaght

corner-forward Amy O'Connot.

The Lord Mayor noted that: “The success of our sen-

jor. intermediate, and underage teams can be attributed

not only to their own skills, hard work, and dedication,
but also to those who support them.

“Projan work is undertaken by the County Board
committee, volunteers, parents, and supporters, who
are the lifeblood of the sport.

“] wish ongoing success to all for 2025 and far
beyond."

While the senior camogie team were praised at the
event for their ongoing commitment to the sport, they
were not the only Cork players to bring home silver-
ware in 2024, ¥

The Lord Mayor of Cork and Cork City Council also
honoured the Cork intermediate camogie team, whose
All-Ireland win over Kilkenny, by a siugle point, saw
captain Lauren Homan not only lift the Jack McGrath
Cup but also be the championship's top scorer. ;

Additionally, the U16B camogie team were praised
for claiming the Munster title last year.

I2
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team launch fundraiser
night at Curraheen Park

The Cork senior camogie team
will hold a ‘Family Might at the
Dogs' fundraiser in support of
the Cork camodqie players fund.
The race night will take place at
Curraheen Park on Saturday,
February 15 when the will be
locking raise funds towards their
training costs and a training
week they hope to have in April.
In an appeal fer support from
companies and individuals they
said: "We, the Cork senior camo-
gie team, are looking for your
support. On August 11 at Croke
Park, we claimed a 30th All-lre-
land senior camogie title for
Cork.

“Our players show great dedi-
cation, commitment and give so
much of themselves to represent
our county. Every time we take
the field, we strive to be active
role models for every child and
adult in Cork who dreams of
playing for our county.

“We have had great success in
our high-performance environ-
ment, and with success comes
notable costs. We are now ac-
tively fundraising for the 2025
season,

“One of our fundraising events is
a night at Curraheen Park. We
would love if you, your company,
or your organisation could do-
nate to our fund.

“Your sponsorship donation will
go towards a players’ fund that
will support the team throughout
the coming year, and will help

the funding of a well-earned high

performance four-day training
camp in Partugal this April. All
money raised will be split be-
tween the training camp fund
and player welfare expensas,
like food, physiotherapy, medi-
cal costs, travel, and training ex-
penses.

“We would be extremely grateful
if we could count on your sup-
port.”

Cork senior camogie tearn man-

otk Cumone Frodriiet
Wight # Thie Degs
Q'_rr.llll‘l'l] Park

CAMOGIE
# Rory Noonan

ager, Ger Manley, has added his
support fo the event and was full
of praise for the effort that all the
players put in last year and he
knows they will put in this year.
“We're looking for companies to
sponsor races or from people,
any support we can get at all
would be greally appreciated,”
said Manley.

“And contribution we get will to-
wards supporting the training .
fund for the year. This will be
used in many ways, including
cost like physios, food the
players after training and lots of
other hidden costs.

“We are also hoping 1o have a
training camp abroad in April.
They put in so much over the last
couple of years and thisis a
chance for supporters or com-
panies to show their support for
the team who have won back-to-
back All-Ireland championships.
“In fairness the camogie board
do an awful lot for the team and
we have to thank themn, and
others, for their support, but the
costs of running an inter-county
side are rising by the year.

“So | am appealing for anyone
who can to sponsor a race, or
buy a ticket and come along on
the night to help these players
have the best oppariunity of hav-
ing another good season,” con-
cluded Manley. The cost for indi-
viduals to go along on the night
is £10 per ticket for a cause well
worth supporting. If you require
information or wish 1o support
the team then email the fundrais-
ing committea members on: jen-
nifermehigan@outiook.ie;
meabhc928@hotmail.com or
lauraaa.hayes@agmail.com.
Ticket can be purchased at.
https://buy.stripe.com/
eVaBzDBwEIw 1 SyweMX

Cork senior camoagie team manager Ger Manley, with Amy 0'Connor,
Laura Hayes, and Meabh Cahalane, at the launch. Picture: Jim Coughlan
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Newcestown members on the winning Munster final team at Coldiste na Toirbhirte last weekend were
(fromleft): Rﬁgln%:nﬂ?garah Burrows, Karen 0'Sullivan and Rachel Crowley with their coach Luke Meade.




Libby Coppinger made her
return to action for Cork last
Saturday following her 2024
season-ending injury

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

LIBBY Coppinger is more
conscious of her dual work-
load thisseason thaninrecent
years, and there's a reason for
that,

The St Colum's dual star
missed the entire 2024 foot-
ball and camogie All-Ireland
championship campaigns af-
ter suffering a serious ham-
string injury in the football-
ers’ Munster round-robin win
against Tipperary on May 4th.

She didn't realise at the
time, but that injury — diag-
nosed as a grade three ham-
string tear that required sur-
gery — would end her season
for county and club.

Last Saturday Coppinger
lined out in a competitive
game for Cork for the first
time in 266 days as Joe Car-
roll’s footballers beat West-
meath (3-12 to 0-5) in their

Division 2 league opener at

Paire Ui Rinn.

She marked her return in
style, rattling home two goals
in the opening quarter as Cork
raced out of the traps. Even
though her comeback game
was cut short late in the first
half as she limped off with a
dead leg after a knee into her
quad, it felt good to be back.

This is what the Kealkill
woman (28) was building to-
wards since undergoing sur-
gery on her hamstring on May
18th.

‘That’s what we do all the
training for: to play,’ she says,
looking forward to a big year
for the Cork football and the
camogie teams.

The footballers, under new
management, want to set the
tone in the league and win
promotion back to Division
1 ahead of the Munster and
All-Ireland championships.

‘Thankfully, my
hamstring feels good,
butlhave to be alittle bit
more aware of it and the
load onit’

The camogie team, under Ger
Manley, is on top of the pile
right now and targeting the
three-in-a-row at All-Ireland
level. Two-time camogie All-
Star Coppinger (2022 and "23)
is a rock in the Cork defence
and will strengthen Manley's
options this season.

Right now, the vastly-ex-
perienced Coppinger is de-
termined to line out for both
codes, but after last season’s
injury troubles she will keep a
close eye on her workload.

“This year more than any
year you are more conscious of
that, Coppinger admits.

‘Thankfully, my hamstring
feels good, but | have to be a
little bit more aware of it and
the load on it.

“The (the dual decision)
was definitely in the back of
my mind but, as always, vou
don't really know which one
vou would pick over the other,
and both managements are
working really well together so
that has helped. They are both
aware of the injury and what |
need to do.

‘It would have been hard to
step away without having tried
it. If it comes to a stage in the
year when it's not possible,
then I'll have to face that. Com-
ing back, I want to give it a go.
Please God, it will work out.

Both camps want a fully-fit
Coppinger as she strengthens
both teams - lining out in at-
tack for the footballers, and in
defence for the camogie team

to fly dual
flag again

for Rebels

Libby Coppinger made herreturn
for the Cork footballers inthe win
against Westmeath last weekend.

— and she's eager to make up
for lost time after her ham-
string injury ended her 2024
sgason. :

‘1 was lunging out for the
ball, and overextended basi-
cally; thatis a good example of

how you do this injury, when
you hurt the tendon so high up
towards the hip. I didn't have
previous hamstring trouble
or wasn't flat out sprinting, it
was more about the position
my body went in when it hap-

|-

pened,’ Coppinger recalls of
how she suffered the injury
in action against Tipperary’s
footballers.

The following day she wasin
with the Cork camogie set-up
and although the Cork star

knew that she had injured her
hamstring, she didn't realise
the extent of it — that all be-
came clearer after an MRI
scan the following Thursday,
“That week at camogie train-
ing, I did a tiny bit of jogging

Meade urges Colaiste na Toirbhirte’s camogie

Bandon school is one win
away from All-Ireland
camogie senior B final

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

FRESH from winning their
first-ever Munster schools'
senior B camogie title, Coldiste
na Toirbhirte's trailblazers
want to make an impact in the
All-Ireland series.

The Bandon school takes on
Coliiste Mhuire, Johnstown
from Kilkenny in an All-Ire-
land semi-final this Saturday at
1pm in Ballinspittle. It's a huge
oceasion for the school and its
history-chasing camogic team

— they are within one win of an
All-Ireland final

‘It would be a huge achieve-
ment for the school if we were
to qualify for the final, says
joint coach Jack Meade.

‘Everyone dreams as a child
of getring to an All-Ireland fi-
nal. The girls have that within
their grasp now. It is a great
opportunity for them to realise
their dreams. You're out in the
back garden as a young girl,
dreaming of being in an All-Ire-
land final so this is a massive

‘ft was the first time
the schoolhas won this
Munster competition’

INSET:; Colaistena
Toirbhirte coach Jack
Meade.

opportunity for them.

*Obviously, it is a big test in
playing a Kilkenny team
in the semi-final but we
must remember that
we are the best team
in our provinge so we
shouldn't be fearing an-
yone going into a match
like that!

While Coldiste na Toir-

bhirte beat Limerick’s Laurel
Hill (4-7 to 0-9) in the Mun-
ster senior B final, Johnstown
beat Presentation College of
Wexford by 2-7 to 0-11 in the
Leinster final, so both
have come through
U tough tests in
their provineial
finals. Shdna
Cronin (Valley
Rovers) scored
a hat-
trick
in

the Bandon school’s provincial
final while captain Laura Shee-
hy (Kilbrittain-Timoleague)
racked up 1-4 as their sec-
ond-half goal burst made the
difference. For Jack Meade,
the Newcestown dual star, and
Eoghan Minihane, it was very
satisfying to watch their play-
ers deliver on the big day.

‘It was the first time the
school has won this Munster
competition. Playing teams
from Limerick, Tipp and Cork
gave the girls great exposure
and experience, Meade says.

‘Towin it wasa great reward.
It has been a massive boost to
the school. There’s been a great
feel-good factor in the school
throughout the week. We de-
cided to bring the girls back to

their old primary schools with
the cup. That was really nice
for them and they seemed to
really enjoy that!

The participation in camo-
gie is rising every year and it
is stories like this that make
more girls want to play. Success
breeds success.

“The promotion of women's
sport and the lack of acknowl-
edgement of women's success
in sport is a big issue. For the
girls to realise that their suc-
cess can be acknowledged was
a great thing as well. This was
massive for the school and the
girls themselves, Meade says.

The group of Coldiste na Toir-
bhirte players has representa-
tives from local clubs like Ban-
don, Kilbrittain-Timoleague,



and, again, felt pretty okay.
With my lower hamstring 1
almost felt fatigue in it, but 1
took no notice, I was thinking
it’s great I am back running
just a week later,” Coppinger
recalls, and then came the

phone call that stopped her
in her tracks: she was told she
had suffered a grade three
hamstring tear.

‘That wasn't the news I was
expecting because I didn't
think the injury would be that

bad,' she says, and at that stage
she was facing ten weeks out
which put her camogie cham-
pionship campaigninto doubt.
A meeting with consultant Dr
Joe Jordan highlighted the se-
riousness of her injury.

INSET: All-Ireland

winner Libby Coppingerisa
two-time camogie-All-Star.

‘We did some tests, and [
had way less power in my right
leg compared to my left. He
went through the MRI, and it
was the tear in the tendon — it
wasn't off the bone but it was
so close toit, and there was no

% Libby Coppinger scoring Cork's first goal against Westmeath
inher comeback game on Saturday.

tension in it anymore,” Cop-
pinger recalls,

‘He said you could potential-
ly try to rehab it but it would
nearly take as long as the sur-
gery, and with the surgery you
have a far better guarantee
of coming back; that was his
recommendation, because 1
played at the highest level you
need to get this right.

‘I had the surgery that Satur-
day (May 18th), so in two weeks
1 went from thinking I'll be
fine, to facing ten weeks out, to
five months from the surgery.
It was a long road, but there
are longer roads to take too so
you need to be aware of that.

Having had surgery, and
facing five months on the side-
lines, Coppinger's 2024 season
was over. She had to watch on
as the Cork footballers quali-
fied for the All-Ireland semi-fi-
nal, while the Rebels' camogie
team defended their All-lre-
land crown in August, beating
Galway in Croke Park.

*There was a finality to it,
the surgery took any humming
and hawing out of it; my year
finished there and then. It was
hard. I have been very lucky
in my whole playing career to
not have had any major injury
like this, so this was something
new to deal with,' she says.

‘I did fade away for a small
bit, I just felt it would be better
to stay away for a little-while,

(Photo: Paddy Feen)

just to get my head around it,
but everyone was so support-
ive; 1 got so many lovely mes-
sages.

‘It hit at different stages.
When you are told you need
surgery, you focus on that. As
the championship went on, you
realise how much you miss it
and how you would love to be
out there training and playing
with the girls.

Coppinger had a front-row
s¢at as Cork defended their
All-Ireland title, and on All-Ire-
land final day Ger Manley
made sure she got a jersey and
fell part of the group; it’s those
gestures that eased the pain of
missing out.

*We have a very close group
and everyone did try to make
me feel part of it, so it was
definitely mixed emaotions on
All-Ireland final day, because
you are delighted for the
group, but watching from the
standsis alot harder than play-
ing, she says, but her come-
back coincided with Cork’s
return to pre-season, which
meant she could take her time
with rehab and not rush.

Last Saturday, after over
eight months without a com-
petitive game, Coppinger was
back with a bang for the Cork
footballers, scoring two goals
in her first game of what she
hopes will be a long season in
both codes.

trailblazers to grab their unique opportunity

Newcestown, Valley Rovers,
Enniskeane and Courcey Rov-
ers. The pieces of the jigsaw
were there for Meade and Mini-
hane to work with.

‘There are big camogie clubs
in the [ocal area with plenty of
talent. Just to nurture that and
give the girls an opportunity
ta play, even at higher grades
than they are used to, is mas-
sive. The talent is there, it's just
about nurturing it really and
giving the girls opportunities,
the Newcestown man points
out.

‘We have a great group of
girls, they are excellent. We
knew at the start of the year
how much talent there was.
It’s just about giving them the

opportunity. It's great for the

girls to see us in a different
light and for us to see themina
different light. Then when you
go back to the classroom, those
relationships stick.’

Meade’s right hand man
Minihane is also a PE teacher
in Col4iste na Toirbhirte. Both
have enjoyed the coaching as-
pect of it and don't want the
year to stop this weekend.

‘It has been a great expe-

rience for us. The two of us
would be more used to the male
side of sport but camogie is a
massive sportin the local area.
We bath enjoy coaching and we
are really enjoying this journey
too,” adds Meade, who hopes
there are more big days out to
come in this campaign, starting
this Saturday in Ballinspittle.
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Colaiste na Toirbhirte celebrate
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~Civic reception for
Cork camogie team

At a civic reception for the All-Ireland-winning
Cork camogie team in Cork City Hall, were:

B 1. Jennifer Mehigan, Hannah Looney, and Amy

0’'Connor. : ]

m 2. Méabh Cahalane, Clodagh Finn, Cliona

Healy. and Aocife O'Neill.

B 3. Councillors Michelle Gould and Joe Lynch.

B 4. Garda Aoife Walsh and Chief Superintendent

Tom Myers with councillor Honore Kamegni.

® 5. Sean McCarthy, Saoirse McCarthy, and

Catherine McCarthy, Cork City Parinership.

B 6. Niamh Hartnett, Caoilin Hartnett, David

Walsh, Cork City Council, and Carol Hartnett.

m 7. Cork camogie PRO Brian O'Regan and Cork

camogie chairperson Padraig Treacy. )

@ 8. Captains Caoimhe Power (U16), Méabh Cahal-

ane (vice captain), and Niamh O'Leary (vice cap-

tain, Intermediates). ;

® 9. Cork Chamber president Rob Horgan with

Cork camogie player Amy O'Connor.

® 10. Abby Hicks, Naoise Hegarty, and Sitin Carey.
Pictures: Darragh Kane
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match at Castle Road.

As the Cork senior camogie team re-
turned to training in the last few
weeks, one player who will be hop-
ing to make her mark this year is
Aoife O'Neill.

The St Finbarr’s star was Player of the
Game in the county final as she helped her
side to their first victory in the SE Sys-
" tems senior decider since 2006.
| A top-class defender, Aoife is comfort-
| able playing in the half-back or full-back
line, but her preferred option is the form-
er. Now in her 20s, Aoife has been in-
volved with Cork sides since she was 15,
and will be hoping to play her part as Cork
bid to retain their Munster and All-Ire-
land championship titles.

“I was 15 when I got called first to play
with the Ul6 side,” said O’Neill, “Then the
next year I didn’t get called for the minor
tearn, my first vear at minor age and I dev-
astated.

“So you come back to the club and you
work hard and I learned to like it more
and enjoy it more. I actually did end up
getting called the next year and starting
away.

“We had a great season and we were the
first year to win the minor All-Ireland and
Munster in the same year. The girlsin the
year before me had won the All-Ireland
but not the Munster championship.

“I think the team a few years after me
did the double as well. People like Mike
Boland and Jerry Wallace were top-class
coaches and helped me a lot to develop as

a player.” :

“She then came out of minor and was
playing with her club but it wasn't long
before she got called up to the senior
squad, at a time that the world stood still.
| “We were straight up senior training in
| 2020, but that was the Covid year. So it was

Corl’'s win over Kilkenny in 2023.

Molly Lynch, Izzy 0'Regan, Aoife 0'Neill, and Kate Wall celebrate after

Aoife 0'Neill, front, and Aisling Egan of 5t Finﬁarr’s in action against Niamh Dilworth of Inniscarra during their SE Systems senior championship

CAMOGIE

kind of rough enough as we didn't know
what to expect. I think five from my minor
team was called under Paudie (Murray,
then Cork senior manager) and we had no
clue what to expect. Then we only got the
first maybe month or two of training and
then all restrictions came in and we had to
go in our little groups of two or three out
to the pitches and do our running.

“Then restrictions eased up and we
came back as a group. And [ remember we
were training out at Tramore Park and

“the running there was disgusting and I
was like ‘do I even want this?', it was so

“But it was class to be fair and then to be
training with the older girls you had
watched. It was like oh my God I'm train-
ing with these girls, I'm actually playing
with them. Then vou go marking them
and you're like oh veah that's why they
are here. "

“There is such a huge step up from
minor to senior with Cork; with the club
as well. But in particular at inter-county
level there's a huge gap there and it's one
that is an eye opener when you go in there

irs

t.

“T was only a little stick of a thing and
vou had the likes of Gemma O'Connor,
she'd just throw me a shoulder and I'd be
on the floor. .

*“So you kind of have to realise that you
had to bulk up here and start going to the
gym and the whole lot."

Picture: Laszlo Geczofinpho

Picture: Dan Lineha

O’Neill inspired
by O'Connor

Her clubmate, O'Connor, was a player
that she looked up to and still does to this
day.

“When [ was small and you get to know
a few names of players and Gemma was
one of them. [ always wanted to play
alongside her so bad.

“I remember it was the yvear hefore I got
called up like properly onto the panel and
Paudie would call us up for a few training
sessions, Gemma used to bring me train-
ing, and I was like, *Oh my God, I'm in
Gemma O'Connor’s car going Cork senior
training’.

“She was so nice and telling me what to
do and helping me out as [ developed as a
player.”

The last two seasons have been magnifi-
cent for Cork and with two All-Ireland
medals to her name, Aoife is hungry for
more.

“I remember going up to the 2018 final
and watching the girls and I was thinking
how much I would love to be out there.

“Gemma got a late equaliser that day
and Julia White then scoring the winning
point, it was an unbelievable game. :

“It was a long wait until 2023 to win it
again and with the gap everyone wanted
to win it so bad. When the final whistle
blew, everyvone was crying and hugging
each other.

“Once you have one you want more, so
it was a case of driving on and we were
lucky enough to retain the title last year.

“You set out your goals at the start of
the season and like the others we want to
win the league, Munster and All-Ireland
championships.

“That will be the aim again this year,
but we know that all will be determined to
take usdown so it's up to all of us to up our
game and hopefully drive on and have an-
other successful season,” concluded

0'Neill.

Acife 0'Neill
receives the
player of the
match trophy
from Mary
Newman
McCarthy after
| the SE Cork
" Senior Camagie
Championship
final.  Picture:
Dan Linehan
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The Cork U16A camogie team tha
the Munster final tomorrow
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t defeated Tipperary and qualified for

Rebels book their place
In Munster U16A final
with win over Tipp

Cork 3-8
Tipperary 2-7
Cork qualified for the Munster
U16A camogie final overcoming
Tipperary on Sunday in an excit-
ing contest game played under
lights an the astro turf in Fethard
Town Park.
Cork looked in control of
matters, but Tipperary staged a
strong comeback, but it was not
enough as Cork held firm to se-
cure a four-point victory with the
defence holding firm under
strong Tipp pressure,
Cork had the advantage of a
strong wind in the first half but
Tipp opened the scoring with a
Grace Cleary pointed free,
Rachel Morrison replied up with
a point as Cork put pressure on
the Tipperary defence.
iCork took the lead with Leah
Ryan on target and in an evenly
contested first quarter, Grace
Cleary ensured Tipperary stayed
tintouch as she converted a free
and with both defences having
1to wark hard, the paced of the
game was fast.
Cork began to gain the upper
hand as the gama continued and
with Lea Melliouinand Stephanie
Dwyer prominent,
Rachel Morrison struck a crucial
blow for Cork as she finished to
the net for the game's opening
goal with the last puek of the half
and at the interval, Gork held a
six point lead, 1-05 to 0-02, but
Tipperary had the wind advan-
tage to came.
Cork extended their lead as they
struck for two quick goals inside
three minutes, Rachel Morrison
with the first and Meadbh
Fitzgerald extending the lead,
finishing to the net in a goal
mouth scramble,
Tipperary responded, as Grace
Cleary converted two frees in
quick succession,
Lexi Manley and Grace Cleary
traded scores and as the sides
battled for dominance, Tipperary
began to rally, Alice Butler land-
ing a point before Grace Cleary

o

YAmy 0'Connor, Laura Hayes, Méabh Cahalane, all Cork Senior Camogie

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

now operating closer to goal
struck for a goal linking up well
with Neasa Dwan as Tipperary
cut the Cork lead.

Cork held a six-point advantage
but Tipperary kept the pressure
on and with Grace Cleary send-
ing a 20-metre free to the net, the
lead was down to three points.
Again, Tipperary applied press-
ure, CEean,rl converted a free to
put two points between the
sides, but two late converted
frees gave Cork breathing space
as they held out to the final
whistle.

Scorers for Cork: R Mordson 2:1, M
Fitzgerald 1-0, L Manley 0:03 (0-30), L
Melliouin 0:02 (0-21), 5 Dwyer, L Ryan 0-
O1each.

Tipperary: G Cleary 2-8,(1-6 '5) A Butlor
(0-01) Cork; E O'Donoghua; M Koane, A
Coleman, A Jones; C Hayes, G 0'Con-
nell, G Aoche; § Gunn, S Keolloher; Q
Troy, L Ryan, L Malliouin; M Fitzgerald, R
Morrison, S Dwyer,

Subs: A Bishop for 5 Kelleher, L Manlay
for S Dwyar, G Harte for S Gunn , R
O'Mahony for R Jones, S5 Galvin for M
Fitzgerald,

Tipporary: F Ahern; B Delaney, R
O'Brien, AFanning; E Gleeson, C Walsh,
J Shanahan; N Dwan, B Woodlock: A
Cahill, G Cleary, E McGrath; L Rabbitta,
A Butler, L Hickey.

Subs: C Kennady for E Mc Grath, A
Q'Connar for L Hickey, S Moynihan for L
Rabbitta.

Referee: Danial O Donnell (Limarick).

BUSY WEEKEND AHEAD
The Munster U16A camogie
final, Cork v Clare takes place in
Fethard tomorrow, Sunday, at
Spm.

The Munster U16B final, Cork v
Tipperary takes place on Mon-
day, at 12 noon in Bishopstown.
Pending the mid-week result of
the postponed Munster minor
championship game where Cork
met Clare on Thursday evening
the winners will meet Limerick in
the Munster final on Sunday in
Fethard, time TBC,

The losers will meet Tipperary in
the shield final in Bishopstown at
2pm.

and Ger Manley, Cork senior camogie manager, at the launch of the
2025 Cork Camogie Night At The Dogs Fundraiser, which takes place on
pFebruary 15, at Cork Greyhound Stadium, Curraheen Park.




The death occurred on Friday of Maeve Gilroy, one of Antrim and Ulster’s greatest

ever camogie players.

The St Malachy’s player made her inter-county debut for the Saffrons in 1952 and
scored three points in the Ulster final defeat of Down as the team went through to
contest the All-Ireland final against Dublin. They lost narrowly that year, 5-1 to 4-2, but
Gilroy had established in the Antrim team where she would remain for the next 17

S5easons.

She was already regarded as one of the country’s best players when she scored two
goals for Antrim against Dublin in the historic 1956 All Ireland semi-final, a match that
prevented Dublin winning 19 in a row. Antrim would go on to defeat

Cork in the final and win the county’s fourth O’Duffy Cup.

Gilroy was a goal-scorer and leading player on the first ever
team to defeat , by a score of 3-1to 3-0in the of 1959, but
the cup went to UCD at the end of the round-robin series.

She featured in a total of eight All-Ireland senior finals in a variety of positions from
full-forward through midfield and then defence in the second half of her inter-county
career.

She was at centre-half back in the 1966 All-Ireland series for which she was presented
with the Clchulainn award, the equivalent of Player of the Year. Centre-half back was
also her position a year later when she collected her second All-Ireland medal and
later that autumn helped Ulster win the Gael Linn inter-provincial title for the first
time.

Alongside her playing career Gilroy had become a top referee and took charge of the
All-lreland senior finals of 1961 and 1962 as well as numerous semi-finals. It’s likely
that she would have refereed more finals had she not been playing in them!

Her last appearance for Antrim in an All-Ireland final was at centre-half back in 1969
when they lost to Wexford by a margin of two points. By then she was already an
established coach at club level and with Queen’s University as well as a single figure
handicapper in golf.

Maeve passed away on Friday at Park Manor Nursing Home and her funeral Mass will
take place on TUESDAY at 12pmin St Matthias’ Church Belfast,

hitps:/ithesaffrongael.com/flatest-news/

a/14

Back L-R; Ita O Reilly, Winnie Kearns, Ethna Dougan, Deirdre O’Gorman, Maeve Gilroy,

Moya Forde, Grace Connolly, Agnes Dillon.

Front L-R: Lil Forrester, Marion Cairns, Eilish Cunning, Madge Rainey capt, Chris

Hughes, Margo O’Kane, Teresa Kearns.
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‘LaurenHomanwonThe freve cumew
[Echo Women in Sport 3
AwardinFebruary after
scoring nine points dur-
ing Cork’s 0-13 to 0-10
victory over Tipperary
in the camogie National
League Division 2B
Final at Abbottstown. ;
The Brian Dillon's club

stalwart led the line for the Rebels on the
day, and she finished her afternoon by being
named Player of the Match.

Intergral

This was just one part of a campaign that

Lauren played an integral role in.

She featured in five of the six games Cork

played and scored 3-35, making her the divi-

sion's top scorer.

The 24-year-old did not stop there as won the

e
ionship Fi ugust when g

Eurk hegt old enemies Kilkenny in tlgﬁle-

cider at Croke Park.

Lauren Homan.

August: Laura Treacy,
camogie

To win one All-Ireland r
1

medal is special, but to
go back-to-back is the
sign of a great team.
Laura Treacy made that
areality last summer at
Croke Park and the Kill-
eagh club-woman was
honoured with The Eclio
Women in Sport Award
last August.

What she did was basic on the day, and that
is the most important thing.

Pushing

When Galway were pushing hard to draw
level late on, Laura cleared ball after ball to
ensure the Rebels retained their All-Ireland
championship title by 1-16 to 0-16 score-line.
A few months previously, this did not look
possible as the Killeagh star was battling to
stay fit over a persistent hamstring injury.
Laura came back with a bang and played a
key role in Cork’s run to the All-Ireland
final and nail-biting victory over Galway.

camogie

With two senior All-Ire-
land medals, a minor
title, and a senior club
championship medal
with her club St Fin-
barr’s in her collection,
Aoife O'Neill was given
- The Echo Women in
Sport Award in October

i
Wl

NS

R

training by her mother.
Revolution

That whet A
the O’Duffy Cup in 2023.

 Sarsfields 1-16 to 0-12 at Castle Road.

October: Aoife O'Neill

2024. ;
This is just part of a story that started when
she was seven years old and brought to

Aopife gquickly became part of a camogie rev-
olution in Togher, a rise that started with a
minor B mﬂ:fs;ﬂm*ing the 2018-19 season.
‘s appetite for greater things
and her first big award came in the form of

The Rebels retained the trophy last year and
Aoife added a county championship medal
to her eollection when St Finbarr's defeated

. AUGUST:
Ldurg Treacy. .

(OCTOBER: Acife

0'Neill.

March: Lauren Homan, |



Laura takes top award

Before a huge attendance
Cork camogie star Laura
Hayes was named as the
overall winner of Cork's
96FM/C103 Sports Star
of the year award in the
Rochestown Park Hotel
last Friday night.

The St Catherine’s player
enjoved a fabulous sea-
son as Cork made it back
to back All-Ireland senior
titles and a 30th in total
beating Galway in a thrill-
ing final.

Laura was outstanding in
every game and her pace,
work rate and ability to hit
some massive points cru-
cial as Ger Manley's side
showed their quality hav-
ing earlier in the season
won the Munster Champi-
onship.

“Humbled and abso-
lutely delighted to be hon-
oured especially when you
see the list of winners here
tonight - it’s very special,”
was her reaction.

It was a fantastic season
as Laura explained: “Very
much so, we had a slow
start to the league as we
were a bit late returning
to training but set our stall
out by winning the Mun-
ster Championship and
after that we focussed on
the All-Ireland defence.”

Cork eased through the
group stages and going
direct to the semi-final was
important. “It was because
as the group phase was
every week almost, we had
to tailor our training and
then we had a good gap
before the semi-final and
we got alot of hard work in
for the Dublin game.”

The final was a real bat-
tle: “It certainly was and
that has been the case with
Galway over the last few
years - very little between
us.and we just got over the
IiﬂE."

After the All-Ireland and
the County Championship,
Laura took some time off
and did a bit of travelling.
“Yeah after a long season,
(1) decided to head off and
relax but I'm paying for it
now trying to make up for
lost time in training.”

A i

At the Rochestown Park Hotel for the Cork 96FM C103 GAA Sports Awards were Finbarr McCarthy, 96FM; Frank Cogan, Donal Lehane Distinguished Career Award

winner; Laura Hayes, overall winner; An Taoiseach Micheal Martin Guest of Honour; Eoin Downey, Kieran O'Driscoll Youth Award winner; Kieran McGeary CEO
96FM/C103 and Pat Horgan, Chairman Cork County Board. PHOTO: TONY O'CONNELL :

e
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Overall winner Laura Hayes with An Taoiseach
Micheal Martin. PHOTO: TONY O'CONNELL

Before heading off on her
travels Laura picked up
a couple of other awards
namely an All-Star and the
Senior Camogie Player of
the Year. She was “very
nice surprised to get the
POTY award as there are
s0 many great players out
there but thrilled really.”

As for the 3 in a row her
reply was: “well as Eoin
(Downey) said earlier, why
“O‘E?“

Cork camogie celebrates
hat-trick of Munster wins

BY GER McCARTHY

THREE Munster camogie titles
made it a banl holiday weekend
to remember for the Cork mi-
nors and UlGs, including their
West Cork representatives.

It was a hectic couple of days
for manager Mossy O'Sullivan
and the Cork camogie minors.
The Rebels hosted Clare in a
rearranged Munster semi-fi-
nal in Charleville on Thursday
evening. If successful, a sched-
uled provincial decider awaited
in the Fethard Sports Complex,
Tipperary, on bank holiday
Monday.

Amid difficult weather
conditions, Cork built a 1-4
to 0-2 interval lead over the
Banner. Improving as the half
progressed, Cork ran out 2-14
to 0-5 winners thanks to an
even spread of scorers. Rachel
Murphy (0-6), Ally Mulkerrins,
Shona Cronin (1-1 each), Ava
McAuliffe (0-3), Clara Murphy
(0-2) and Acife Cottrell {0-1)
were on target for the winners.
That outcome saw Mossy
O'Sullivan’s side qualify for a
Munster camogie final show-
down with Limerick.

Windy conditions
made life awkward for
both teams in Fethard |
on Monday afternoon.
Limerick made full use
of the elements in the
opening half, leading 0-5
to 0-2 after quarter of an
hour.

An Ally Mulkerrins goal
helped Cork get back into

the game and the sides were
level, 1-5 to 0-8, early in the
second period.

A cracking end to an enter-
taining Munster decider saw
Cork restrict Limerick t0 ten
points and emerge two-point
victors, 1-9 to 0-10. Rachel
Murphy (0-5), Ally Mulkerrins
(1-1), Aoife Cottrell (0-2) and
Clara Murphy (0-1) scored for
the newly-crowned Munster
camogie minor champions.

Carbery's Meabh O'Brien
(Enniskeane) is on this year's
Cork minor panel. Shona
Cronin (Valley Rovers) and
Catherine Murphy (Kinsale)
also celebrated their county's
provincial triumph at the mi-
nor A grade.

bov 4

That win came hot on the
heels of Cork’s U16A and ULG6Bs
also lifting Munster camogie
trophies last weekend.

The Rebels U16Bs faced
Tipperary in Mon-
day's Munster final
at a windswept Bish-
opstown. Deirdre
Twomey's young
Cork side were cel-
_ ebrating at the
final whistle
following a
4 comprehen-
P sive 3-17
o 1-1 win.

Kilbree's
Leah McCarthy
won a Munster
U16A title with
Cork.

BRI

Carbery's Breffni Kelly (Ban-
don) as well as Cacimhe Foley
(Courcey Rovers) and Tara
Hennessy (Valley Rovers) were
on the victorious Cork panel.
Prior to last Monday's bank
holiday double-header, the
Cork camogie Ul6As got the
county’s triple-trophy haul off
to a perfect start. The Rebels
took on Clare and built an im-
pressive 4-7 to 1-4 half-time
lead. Maintaining a high tempo,
Cork ran out convincing 6-12
to 2-6 winners with Leah Ryan
{2-1), Cliona Harte (1-3), Léa
Melliouin (1-2), Sarah Galvin,

nmber(Baillnascarthy) andcli:maH{
celebrate Cork’s Munster camogie U16A victory over Clare.

!

Lauren O’Connor (1-1), Amber
Bishop, Leah McCarthy, Lexi
Manleyand Ciara O'Regan (O-1
each) amongst their scorers.

The Carbery division's Leah
MecCarthy (Kilbree), Cliona
Harte (Barryroe) and Amber
Bishop (Ballinascarthy) were
part of the Cork U16As provin-
cial success.

The 2025 Cork Camogie
U17 development panel was
announced last week—Clodagh
Barry: (Bandon), Laoise O'Dri-
scoll (Kilbrittain/Timoleague)
and Maria O'Donovan (Barry-
roe) will represent Carbery.



Coldiste na Toirbhirte coach feels historic
Munster success will soften the blow of .
Alldreland schools’ senior B semi-final loss

COLAISTENA
TOIRBHIRTE 1-5
COLAISTEMHUIRE _2-7

MATTHEW HURLEY REPORTS

NOT to be for brave Coldiste |
na Toirbhirte in this All-Ire-
land senior B schools’ camogie
semi-final at rainy Ballinspittle
on Saturday, but the Bandon
school can take a lot from this
campaign. :

Munster champions for the
first time, it-had looked good
for Coldiste na Toirbhirte at
half time as they led 1-4 to 0-3,
albeit having played with a siz-
ablewind. -

But an awesome second-half
display from Coldiste Mhuire,
Johnstown of Kilkenny broke
Bandon hearts — the Leinster
champions outscored the West
Cork team by 2-4 to 0-1 in the
second period to advance to the
All-Ireland final. :

For coaches Jack Meade and
Eoghan Minihane, this has
been a memorable journey, in-
cluding the famous Munster
final win in Mallow, but their
adventure ended last weekend.

*The girls have been fantas-
tic all year. They were brilliant
again today. Just a few small
things here and there, and on
another day we could have got
over the line, Minihane told
The Southern Star. ;

‘Look, we just got to remind
the players of the win two

!. : ._-._-_.- iy Even’
Colaiste Mhuire's Sinead Kirby.

weeks' ago — they still have a

'Munster title under their belts.
- That's a super accomplishment

so we just need to bring them
back to earth and remind them
of that.' :

It’s worth noting that the
Bandon school hadn't reached
these dizzy heights before,
so these trailblazers have put
Coldiste na Toirbhirte camo-
gie on the 'map. To contest an
All-Ireland semi-final, lead at
half time in the semi-final and

“be level with ten minutes to go

is still a great feat.
‘It’s the first time the school
has got to the senior B All-Ire-

e St

from

land series. It's a first Munster
title at senior level as well.
We're so proud of the girls, they
were brilliant,” Minihane said.

“The whole school was be-
hind them, the teachers, par-
ents, friends. It's disappointing
butit’s something that they can
take with them for the rest of
their lives. They have a Munster
medal with their school, with
their friends, There's positives
to look at definitely.

This game sparked into life
with two goal chances inside
the opening three minutes.

Johnstown threatened the goal
first as Aoibhe Bourke’s low
shot just whizzed over the bar
within the first minute, Down
the-other end, Valley Rovers’
Shéna Cronin had a sight on
the net but pulled her shot just
wide. _

The game went 11 minutes
without a score as it turned
scrappy in the wet conditions.
Eventually, Colaiste na Toir-
bhirte captain Laura Sheehy
converted a wonderful score
from around 45 metres out af-
ter 12 minutes.

The Kilbittain-Timoleague
player grabbed the next two
scores 100, a free after 15 min-
utes and she rattled the net a
minute later — Sheehy caught
goalkeeper Mia Henderson off
guard as her free sailed into the
net. Colaiste na Toirbhirte now
led 1-2 to O-1.

Abigail Whitty pulled one
point back for Johnstown on 18
minutes before another scoring
lull.

Sheehy converted two more
frees, which was sandwiched
by a Taylor Corbett score for
the Kilkenny school, to leave it

el il e P L S
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Minihane urges Bandon school to reflect
on positives after All-Ireland heartbreak
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the All-Ireland semi-final at Ballinspittle.

a four-point margin at the short
whistle, 1-4 to 0-3.

With the Leinster victors
having the gust in the second
spell, they stamped their au-
thority on proceedings. Mi-
chelle Killeen converted a free
just after the restart as Ciara
Townsend and Corbett both
struck over to close the gap to
the minimum going into the
last quarter. Killeen pointed
another free and now all the
momentum was with the Kilk-
enny girls.

In a tense few minutes, the
game once again became a
scrap as neither side gave an
inch. The big score came on
53 minutes when Coldiste na
Toirbhirte failed to clear their

lines, Johnstown worked an op-

portunity and found Corbett
in space - she buried a bullet
past Aoibheann O'Driscoll, 1-7
to1-4.

The West Cork school huffed
and puffed but they could only
muster a Cronin free for their
efforts. They had only four
shots on goal in the whole lat-
ter half, with none coming from
play.

Asthe game trickled towards
the end, an Orlagh Brophy free
dropped short and fell into the
net three minutes into added
time to seal a five-point win
for the Kilkenny school. Heart-
break for Col4iste na Toir-
bhirte, but they still did the
whole of West Cork camogie
proud and gave the region a

Catherine Kirby during
(Photos: Paddy Feen,

€ THE HIGHLIGHTS

Our Star: Colalste na Tolrbhirte’s Laura Sheehy was a real contender
after her first-half display but Colaiste Mhuire's Taylor Corbett got the

nodafter getting 1-2 fromplay.

Star moment: Corbett’s goal that pave the Kilkenny schoolthe lead
withseven minutes to go; great bulld-up and the finish was sublime.
Talking point: How bothsides played against the wind. Johnstown got
0-3,allfrom play with eight attempts. Bandon got just 0-1 from four

attempts, no shot from play.

What's next? Coldiste Mhuiire Johnstown are into an Al-reland final.

real bopst.

‘There are many different
clubs involved here and the
girls are all going back to those

clubs now where they'll be

starting training again. Camo-
gie is definitely in a good place
in West Cork — there is real
talent in the schools and the
division, and it is trying to bring
them together and get them
all playing together. Hopefully
then, bringing them on to the
higher level and playing with
the county, Eoghan Minihane
said.

Scorers
Colalste na Tolrbhirte: Laura
Sheehy 1-4 (1-3f); Shana Cronin
0-1f.

Colalste Mhuire: Taylor Corbett
1-2; Orla Brophy 1-0f; Michelle
Killeen 0-2f; Aolbhe Bourke, Abigall
Whitty, Ciara Townsend 0-1each.

Colalste na Tolrbhirte: Aolbheann
0'Driscoll {Enniskeane); Eimear
Hurley (Kilbrittain-Timoleague).

Katie Twohig (Bandon), Jess
Helbrow (Courcey Rovers); Meabh
Browne (Enniskeane), Caoimhe
Cralg (Valley Rovers), Molly Hilliard
(Enniskeane); Sarah Burrows
{Newcestown), Eve O'Dwyer
{Valley Rovers); Nlamh Cotter
(Bandon), Laura Sheehy (captain,
Kilbrittaln-Timoleague), Karen
O'sullivan (Newcestown); Anna
Crowley (Kilbrittain-Timoleague),
Shana Cronin (Valley Rovers),
Clodagh Barry (Bandon).

Subs: Aine O'Donoghue (Courcey
Rovers) for A Crowley (50); Rolsin
Wilson (Newcestown) for M
Browne (55); Eva Nagle (Kilbrittain-
Timoleague) for K 0'Sullivan (57).
Colalste Mhulre: Mia Henderson;
Clara Joyce, Kayla Dwyer (captain),
Emma 0'Connor; Katie Dunphy,
Lorraine Bergin, Orla Brophy;
Sinead Kirby, Clara Townsend;
Lililan Cleere, Michelle Killeen,
Catherine Kirby; Aolbhe Bourke,
Ablgall Whitty, Taylor Corbett.
Sub: Clea Whelan for E O'Connor
(54).

Referee: Colm O Mochain.



Clodagh Finn of UCC about to get a shot away in the Electric Ireland Ashbourne Cup game against the University of Galway at the Mardyke last

month.

Picture: lim Coughlan
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The promotional tagline for this
year’s Electric Ireland Camogie
Third-Level Championships is ‘first-
class rivals’, highlighting how play-
ing at college level brings one into
contact with stars from other coun-
ties, with whom they would other-
wise not play.

For former Kilkenny player and third-
level camogie ambassador Miriam Walsh,
the Waterford IT (now SETU Waterford)
Ashbourne Cup win of 2015 remains a
special memory and she was glad to have
Cork’'s Laura Treacy on her team rather
than against her for a change.

“We beat UL in the final,” she says, “it
was just a brilliant weekend.

"As they say, first-class rivals, you're
kind of making unexpected friendships.
You're playing with your rivals and play-
ing against your friends so it's a fantastic
competition. .

“T was actually playing with Laura
Treacy from Cork. She was centre-back
on our team and I would have marked her
a good bit against Cork, so we were great
friends, mysélf and Laura. But then when
you're playing against her with county
it's different.

“But no, she was a tremendous leader
and it was so good to play with Laura. [
learned so much from her. And Meighan
Farrell from Kilkenny, she was on our
team as well and Trish Jackman from
Waterford, so we had a strong team. Tt was
very good.

"We won it in 2015 and we got to the
final the following vear. UL have been the
strong campaigners really and TUD, so
WIT haven't really been on the map
sinee.

Asmentioned by Walsh, her alma mater
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Laura Treacy is cited by Kilkenny's Miram
Walsh as a prime example of how third-level
players benefit from playing alongside stars
from other counties,  Picture: Larry Cummins

are not at the business end of this yvear's
Ashbourne, which concludes this wee-
kend with the semi-finals and final at the
Connacht GAA Centre of Excellence.

From a Cork point of view, UCC are in-
volved, with wins over MTU Cork and the
University of Galway in January earning
them a direct passage to a semi-final spot.

That is against TU Dublin at 3pm today,
following the other last-four tie, which
sees the University of Limerick taking on
the University of Galway,

Clodagh Finn has been in scintillating
form for Jerry Wallace's side, scoring 1-7
in the big win over MTU in the Cork derby
and then eight points a fortnight ago as
Galway were seen off on a 1-20 to 1-6 score-
line.

Aside from the Fr O'Neill's star, fellow
All-Treland winners with Cork Méabh
Murphy (Ballinora), Aoife Healy (Agha-
da), and Emma Murphy (Glen Rovers) are
likely to be key if UCC are to end their
long wait for the inter-varsity title,

Since claiming a 32nd title in 2003, UCC
have been in eight finals but vietory has
proven elusive on each occasion. The
most recent appearance in the decider
was two years ago, when they lost by a
point to TU Dublin in Belfield.

UCC target place
in Ashbourne final

€

UCCand Cork star Aoife Healy will be key ifﬂmr
are to end a 22-year wait for the Ashbourne
Cup. Picture: Inpho/Dan Sheridan

The final of the Ashbourne takes place
tomorrow at 3pm.

In the second-tier Purcell Cup semi-fin-
als today, UL take on SETU Carlow while
Limerick's Mary Immaculate College do
battle with Queens University of Belfast.

That final is tomorrow at 1pm, preceded
by the Fr Meaghair Cup final at 11am,
with Ulster University or DCU meeting
UL or Trinity College.

UCC SQUAD: Caocimhe Buckle (Inniscarra), Maadhbh
de Birca (Carrigtwohill), Abby Walsh (Scarif-Ogonnal-
loe, Clare), Méabh Murphy (Ballinora), Loma Ryan (Clo-
noulty/Rossmora, Tipperary), Acife Healy (Aghada),
Meadhbh Ring (Aghabullogue), Eimear Heffernan
(Knockailla-Donaskeigh Kickhams, Tipperary), Orlaith
Kelleher (Croagh-Kilfinny, Limerick), Emma Murphy
{Glen Rovers), Isobel Sheohan [éim %g}. Lizanna Boy-
lan (Na Piarsaigh, Limerick), Emma Dempsey (Glynn-
Bamtown, Wiford), Cl Finn (Fr O"Neill's), Sarah
Q'Brien (Templeglantine, Limerick), Laura Lesnane
{Shannon Rovers, Tipperary), Aoile Hurlay (St Calther-
ine's), Avrl Cashman (Youghal), Grace Mo Cas-
hel King Cormacs, Tipperary), Orlaith Mullins (Sars-
fields), Miram Murphy (Sikermines, Tipperary), Eimear
Duignan (Mallow], Anna Fahie (Cashal King Cormacs,
Tipperary), Lily Fahle {Cashel King Cormacs, Tipper-
ary), Onelia Whelan (Ring, Waterford), Cliona Doolay
(Ballinora), Miamh O"Regan (St Catherine’'s), Sarah

Murphy (Cork), Rebecca Grealish (Oranmore-Maree,

Gaiway), E Fitzpatrick (Fr O'Neill's), Aine Deviin (Killar-

nay, Kerry), Anna Hickey (Modeligo, Waterlord), Erin

o} nell (Cranmaore-Maree, Gahway).

Jacob determined
not to be silenced
by online abuse

NIALL McINTYRE

Ursula Jacob says “100%" she wouldn't
be on social media if shewas still play-
ing inter-county camogie, referring
to the online abuse players and per-
sonalities are exposed to.

The former Wexford star took
a stand against keyboard warriors
a couple of years ago, having been
mocked and ridiculed after appear-
ing on The Sunday Ganie.

The four-time All-Ireland winner
highlighted the derision she received
andwas praised for calling out an ugiy
trend in modern society.

Social media platforms have a grim
side, filled with hate, and Jacob says
she's glad it wasn't a thing when she
was at the peak of her career, empa-
thising with current players in the
firing line,

“You have these anonymous ac-
counts, sitting at home, tweeting
about how vou're performing ... most
of them wouldn't get near Croke Park
or Thurles,” Jacob said at the launch
of this season’s Laochra Gael, which
she features in tonight on TG4.

“If 1 was a player, ['wouldn't be on
social media. Now that I see the nega-
tive side of social media, I'm glad that
I didn't have to worry about it at all
when Iwasat the height of my career.

“You've enough to be doing, pre-
paring for big games. I youmake a

mistake or if things go wrong you're
disappointed in yourself anyway.

Mistake

* “The last thingyouneed then on top

of that is for it to be all over Twitter
and Facebook straight away, high-
lighting the mistake.

“You see certain players getting a
bit of heat. It's not right or fair.

“We're allhuman " she says. “Ifeel for
the plaverswho have to go through that
and I just hope they have the proper
support around them to deal with that.

“But the advice I would have for
them is stay away from it. Don't give
them any attention because they don't
deserve it

Jacohhas since limited heruse of so-
cial media, particularly before appear-
ing on The Sunday Game, indicating
the impact the comments can have.

“Some people said to me just come
off social media’, but | use social me-
dia for research, team news and all
that kind of thing.

“My rule now is if I'm on the tele-
vision, I just steer clear
of social media.

“I probably shouldn’t
have to do that but it's just
to protect me from a sit-
uation where it could get
toyou."

Jacob said her Wex-
ford accent and appear-
ance were regularly tar-
geted, whileherplace on
The Sunday Game panel
was questioned simply
because of her gender.

Ursula Jacob sits fora
portrait during the
launchof TG4's
award-winning
Laochra Gael series at
the Light House Cinema
in Dublin Sportsfile

She says she has no issue with some-
one criticising her opinions on the
game but the personal slant of the
tirades left a sour taste.

“If itwas on the pitch, Twould nev-
er let someone bully me like that”
she says.

“I'm not the only one who has got
criticised on social media. The men
on the panel beside me getitaswell.
But mine was more personal.

“It was always about me being a
WOMARN OF MY APPEArance o1 my voice.
I can't change anyof them " she adds,

“If they were criticising my knowl-
edge of hurling then I would have
taken it on board no problem, I'm as
open to criticism as anyone else, but
itwasn'l.

“It's Ursula this Ursula that, she’s
from Wexford ‘whyis she talking about
the men’s game?' This kind of thing.
So I'wanted to stick up for myself”

The Oulart-The Ballagh woman savs
she thought long and hard about draw-
ingattention to her experiences be-
fore eventually resolving that speak-
ing up was the right thing todo, asit
might help others. .

Since then, she's been overwhelmed
bythe supportshe hasreceived, hoping
thar itwill convince people to “think
before they type”

Online abuse is commonplace for
players and referees, with the GAA
and GPA teaming up for the “In Their
Boots’ campaign in 2023, aimed at
tackling the issue. Jacob hopes the
detrimental effects of online hate will
eventually dawn on people.

“The amount of people who have
reached out to me since then ina pos-
itive way, saying ‘fairplay toyou, keep
up the good work! :

“It’s nearly driven me on more. [
hopeit's made people realise in a small
way that maybe it's not OK.

“I'mnotnaive enough to think itwill
stamp it out completely but, hopeful-
Iy, it will make people think about it.

“It’s tough for players nowadays if
things gowrong for them in a game.
You would worry for young players
especially, given that social media
is a big part of their lives.

“To acertain extent, you dohave to
accept that those people are out there,
but my advice wouldbe to turna blind
eve to it as best you can.

“Tjust try to tell myself that 'mon
telly to talk about the game that Tlove,
that I've been steeped in since [ was
five years old.”




Cork enjoy weekend
of inter-provincial wins

It was a very busy and success-
ful weekend for Cork camogie as
three Munster Champicnship
titles were won with the minor,
U16A, and U168 teams all enjoy-
ing success.
Cork 6-12 Clare 2-6

First Into action was the U16A
side who faced Clare in Fethard
on Saturday.
Cork made the early running and
pressurised the Clare defence
from the throw-in and at half-time
they held a commanding 4-7 to
1-4 lead.
On the turnover, Gork kept the:
pressure onand despite a
spirited Clare challenge, they
failed to narrow the gap and
Cork added to their tally to run
out 6-12 to 2-6 winners.

Cark had nine players on the
scoresheet. Leah Ayan scored
2-1, Cliona Harte notched up
1-3, Lea Melliouin struck for 1-2,
Ciara O'Regan and Lauren
O'Connor had 1-1 each, while
Amber Bishop, Sarah Galvin,
Lexi Manley, and Leah McCarthy
added points.

Full-forward and player of the
match Leah Ryan scored 2-1.

. Cork 3-16 Tipperary 1-1
The Cork U168 team controlied
matters from throw-in on a wild
and windy Monday on'the
ishopstown all-weather pitch.
Cork were in control all over and
quickly hitthe front with a Gasey

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

Lane goal.
As Cork piled on the pressure,
Tipperary were battling to get
past the Cork midfield and with
Roisin Walsh, Acibheann Lynch,
Lily Buckley, Cacimhe Foley, and
Gabrielle Smith all finding their
range, Cork built up a compre-
hensive 2-13 to 0-0 interval lead
as Tipperary struggled for
SCOMES. :
On the resumption, Tipperary
had the aid of the wind and hit
their opening score with a Sarah-
Jane Ormond point, but Cork
were in cruise control with
Saoirse Ryan, Buckley, Grace
Keohane, Lynch, and Ellie O’'Cal-
laghan extending their lead be-
fore Mackenzie Simmons
grabbed a late Tipperary goal.
Roisin Walsh was named as
Player of the Match following an
impressive display all through.
Cork 1-8 Limerick 0-10
A superb second-half display
saw the Cork minors getthe
upper hand on Limerick to win
with'two points to spare in the
minor A final in Fethard.
Limerick led 0-8 to 1-3 at the in-
terval, the Cork goal coming on
30 minutes when Ally Mulkerrins
cut the Limerick lead to two.

f e LR
Cork Munster Mi

Rachel Murphy, with two paints,
and Mulkerrins, with one, were
keeping Cork in touch as Limer-
ick opened up a five-point lead
before Mulkerrins' goal, which
was a huge boost to Cork, who
were now turning to play with the
aid of the strong wind for the sec-
and half.

- CAMOGIE

Cork U16 camogie team straight into champi

= Mary Newman

It's all systems go for the Cork
U18A camogie team this wee-
kend.

Fresh from their recent Munster
success, they lace straight into
championship action with a trip
to Duggan Park Galway tomar-
row.(2pm). .

Amuch earlier than normal start
to the season with, unlike pre- .

vious years when the U16 cham- ’

pionship got underway after the
state exams, now championship
far U16s and minars get under-
way in February with the final
scheduled to be played before
the exams begin.

There areis just one group of six
teams graded U16A.

Cork are joined by Tipperary, Kil-
kenny, Galway, Limerick, and
Dublin.

On February 23, they host to Kil-
kenny, an March 9 they are on
the road again as they head to
Dublin, and they are away again
on March 23 to Tipperary with
the last group game at home to
Limerick on April 6.

The semi-finals are scheduled
for April 19/21 with the final down
for the weekend of May 3/4.

The top four teams will go to the
semi-finals with the last two not

It's important to get a good start

and that is exactly what manager
Brendan Foley will be hoping for.
Cark go into championship with
an excellent Munster campaign
under their belts.

They had to be at their very best
to overcame the challenge
posed by a strong Tipperary side
in their opening game.

Cark were wellin control but Tip-
perary hit back and testing the
Cork defence 1o the limits, they.
had the Cork lead down to two
points, but a strong finish saw

The Cork squad who won the Munster U16A camogie title.

AT

Cork hold out to advance on a 3-
8 to 2-7 score line.

In the final, Cork were superb as
they defeated Clare 6-12 1o 2-6
to take the title.

It will be very pleasing for the
Cork management that they had
nine players on the scoresheet
on the day.

Leah Ryan was on target with
two goals and a paint; Cliona
Harte notched up a goal and
three points.

Lea Melliouin struck for a goal

nor Camogie Championship winners

Inside five minutes of the restart
Cork were level thanks to points
from Clara Murphy and Rachel
Murphy, and they hit the front
with an Acife Cottrell pointed free
a minute later.

Piling on the pressure, Cark
stretched their lead with Cottrell
and Rachel Murphy again find-

ing their range, but Limerick re-
sponded with free from Caitlin
Ryan and Emma Mullins paints
to cut the lead to a point.

With both sides battling hard,
Rachel Murphy steadied Cork
with a pointed free and from
there to the final whistle it was
backs to the wall as both de-

fences were under huge press-
ure, but Cork stood firm under
enarmous pressure to take the
title and round off a superb wee-
kend for Cork.

Cork captain Rachel Murphy
was named as Player of the
Match having led by example
with a superb display.

nnnnn

and two points, Ciara O'Regan
and Lauren O'Connor had a goal
and a point each, while Amber
Bishop, Sarah Galvin, Lexi Man-
ley, and Leah McCarthy all found
the range with points.
Full-forward Ryan was a con-
stant threat up front and it was
no surpriseto see her named as
the player of the match.
First-round games are hard to
redict, especially at U16 level,
ut Galway are always tough op-
ponents and theirmanager Brian

Griffin and his back roomteam of
Frank Gannon, Jacinta Melia,
Kevin Connolly, TJ Skully, and
Alisha McNamara will be as de-
termined to get their campaign
off to winning start.

It has been a tough week for the
Galway GAA family with the un-
timely passing of former great
Michael Coleman.

Michael's sister Ann wore the red
and white of Cork and played at
senior provincial and national
league level and was also a

onship action

V77

Munster Camogie chairperson
Christine Ryan presents Leah
Ryan with the player of the match
award after the Munster U16A
Final

member of Glen Rovers during
her time in Cork where she wan’
county, provincial and All-Ireland
hanours.

Ann, along with her husband Joe
O'Connell lost their lives in a
tragic traffic aceident in the USA
in 2009.

All camogie and Gaglic games
followers will I'm sure extend
sympathy to the Colernan family
in the passing of one of the GAA
finest hurlers.

May Michael rest in peace.



lltl:* Iada g Finn in action against Aine Keane of UL during the Ash-

bourne Cup final in Bekan, Mayo.

Picture: Piaras 0 Midheach/Sportsfile
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UCCin Ashbourne Cup
final as UL win by two

3-10
ucc 2-11

UCEC team have suffered another
heartbreaking defeat in the Ash-
hourne Cup final, this time losing
3-10to 2-11 to UL on Sunday at
the Connacht GAA Centre of Ex-
cellence.
Cledagh Finn was the reason
why the game was so close; the
Cork star got her side back into
the game by hitting 1-4 late on
when UL were had a comfortable
3-81to1-7 lead.
[twasn't o be fora UCC side that
went into the game looking for
{heir first title since 2003 and end
to a run of nine falls at the final
hurdle in 21 years.
It finished in defeat, with the only
consolation from a Cork point of
view being the presence of New-
cestown's Claire Kingston on the
UL panel,
UCC struck first with a well-
worked score on the right by
Glen Rovers' star Emma Murphy.
UL responded by going long
with Sinead Farrell's puck-out
and Mairead O'Brien managed
to win the sliotar by the 45.
The half-forward laid it off for
Caoimhe Lyons, who hit the
back of the net with a venomous
shot from a tight angle with just
90 seconds gone.
Sarah Corcoran then raised a
white flag and Ziyan Spillana
converted her first of four first-
half frees and the Limerick side
surged in front 1-2 to 0-1 by the
fifth minute.
UCC tried 1o get themselves
back in the game by creating a
goal chance and thefr attempt
ended with Liz Ann Boylan run-
ning into a wall by the edge of
the square.
The would-be scorer then found
Finn, and the Youghal native
goaled with 11 minutes on the
clock to make it 1-2 to 1-1.
The Cork star followed up by
converting a free and the two

ASHBOURNE CUP
2 Dylan O'Connell

UCC's Lizanna Boylan in action against Aine Keane of UL.

teams were level for the first time
since throw-in.

Spillane edged UL back in front
with a free and Murphy ensured
parity. The Limerick side got two
inside a minute after that, with
Lyons getting one and Spillane
hitting her third free.

Finn cut that back to 1-5to 1-4,
and any hope of an equaliser be-
fore the break was dashed by a
quick fire goal and point by
GCaoimhe Keher-Murtage and
Spillane, respectively.

UL led 2-6 to 1-4 at the restart
and Corcoran got things back
underway before Murphy retali-
ated for the Cork side, making it
2-7 1o 1-5.

The Limerick side got their next
goal with a close range strike
from Gaomhie Cahill and it ex-
tended their cushionto3-810 1-5
at the 40th minute.

Finn kickstarted a rescue
mission and gotthe gap down to
a point, but UL's Aine Keane had
the final say with a free in the
dying seconds.

Scorers for UL: C Lyons 1-1; Z Spiltane
0-5 (57}, C K Murtagh and C Cahill both
a-g.hlceana (2f) and S Corcoran both

ucec: C Finn 2-7 (3f); E Murphy 0-4.

UL: & Farrell (Kilkenny); S Woulla (Lim-
erick), S Shanahan (Offaly), R Walsh
{Walerford), J Hughes (Gahway), A
Keang, S Cunningham (Uimerick), S
Corcoran (Tipperary), A O'Sullivan
[Waterlord), C Cahill (Clare), C Kehar
Murtagh (Kilkenny), M O'Brian (Water-
ford), A Fitzgerald (Waterlord), C Lyons
(Limerick), Z Spillana (Clare).

Subs: KRalph (Tippe for O'Sullivan
(38); S Delaney (Laois) for O'Brien (47).
UCC: C Bucklay (Cork); A Cashman
(Cark) A Walsh (Clara), M Murphy
(Cork), L Ryan (Tipperary), A Healy
(Cark), M Ring (Gork), E Halfernan (Tip-
perary), O Kellehor (Limarick), E Murphy
(Cork), | Shechan (Cork), L Ann B%Lan
(Limerick), E Dempsay (Waxiord),

Finn (Cork), S O'Brian (Limerick).
Subs: O Mullins (Cork) for Demsey (HT);
E Duignan {Cork) for Kellsher (46),

Picture: Piaras 0 Midheach/Sportsfile

v:apun_- b e day's Ashbourne CUp
Jennifer Hughes ifts the cup after 3 |
:’:;31 win over UCC at the AirDome in Bekan, Mayo Piaras & Midheach/Spartsfile

PRI it s T A
Coldiste na Toirbhirte’s Jess Helbrow is tackled by Michelle

Killeen of Colaiste Mhuire's during the All-Ireland schools’

.camogie senior B semi-final at Ballinspittie on Saturday.
: (Photo; Paddy Fee

Crowd enjoy

thriller i

as Keane
uides UL

| fo glory

 Ashbourne Cup final
UL 3-10
ucc _2-1
Michael O'Connor

UL lived on their wits to retain

the Electric Ireland Ash-
bourne Cup in thrilling cir-
cumstances at the University
of Galway Connacht dome
pitch yesterday.

UL, backed by a stiff wind,
had the ball in the UCC net
after two minutes from
Caoimhe Lyons following
Emma Murphy's opening
score for UCC, .

Sarah Corcoran and UL
free-taker Zivan Spillane
added scores for UL,

The Cork college responded
with a great goal from Clod-
agh Finn, and Finn equalised
at the end of the first quarter.

Spillane added three sec-
ond-guarter frees as Emma
Murphy dragged back one for
UCC before the talented
Caocimhe Keher Murtagh
scored one of the goals of the
championship weekend for UL
— leaving UCC 2-6 to 1-4 down
against the wind.

UL midfielder Corcoran
opened the second-half scor-
ing before Emma Murphy,
who was inspirational on the
wing for UCC, pulled one
back.

Spillane and Keher Murt-
agh combined to set up Clare
senior forward Cacimhe Ca-
hill for UL's third goal, and
this appeared to be the end of
the contest — 8-7 to 1-5.

No one told Finn. She hit
five points to put UL on the
back foot and narrow the gap
toa goal.

But then up stepped the
powerful figure of Aine Keane
'f&oegrive over a 55th-minute

Finn responded with a 56th-
minute goal to leave it a two-
point game.

It was down to the mini-
mum when Emma Murphy
was on the mark, but
Keane, from a narrow-angled
free, kept the title in UL once
more.

Scorers for UL: C Lyons (1-1), Z Spil-
lane (Clare) {0-5), C Cahill, C Keher
Murtagh (1-0 each), A Keane, § Corco-
ran {0-2 each).

Scorers for UCC: C Finn (2-7), E
Murphy (0-4).

UL: S Farrell (Kil . 5'Woulle [Lim-
erick). 5 Shanahan (Ofaly), R Wailsh
(Waterford), J Hﬁ«;& (Galwayl, A
Keane (Galway), S ingham (Limer

ick), S Corcoran (Tipperary), A O!Sulli-
van (Waterford), C Cahill (Glara), C
Keher Murtagh (Kilkenny), M Q'Brien
(Watarford), A Fitzgerald (Waterford), G
Lyans (Limerick), Z Spillane (Clare).
Subs: K Ralph (Tipperary) for O'Sulli-
van, N Cuneen (Tipperary) for Fitzgar-
ald, C Kingston [Cork) for Spillane, L O'
Dannell {Clarg) for Cahill,

UCC (Cork unless stated): C Buckley.
L/Ryan (Tipperary), A Walsh, M Murphy,
A Cashman, A Healy, M Ring, E Helfer-
nan (Tipperary}, O Kelleher (Limarick), E
Murphy), | Shssh;;;#nﬁuyim {Limer-

ick), E Dempsay rd}, C Finn), S
OF°Brign [Limerick).

Subs: O Mullins for . E Duig-
nan for Kelleher, A Fahey (Tipperary) for
Hetlernan, G Moloney (Tipperary) for
Boyian.

Referse: Gavin Donegan (Dublin).



Meéabh Cahalane thrilled
to captain the Cork senior
camogie team this season

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

BACK in 1995, Castlehav-

en great Niall Cahalane was
named captain of the Cork
senior football team. Fast for-
ward 30 years and his daughter
Meabh will eaptain the Cork
senior camogie team. The Ca-

halane dynasty is still produc- -

ing leaders.

Meéabh learned from her
club, county champions St Fin-
barr’s, before Christmas. that
she willlead Ger Manley’s team
this year. It was the perfect end
to another great year. :

In 2024, the Barrs won their
first county senior camogie
championship since 2006 while

Meabh — involved in the Cork

senior camogie panel since
2015-was vice-captain to Sars-
fields’ Molly Lynch when Cork

won the All-Ireland title as the

Rebels made it back-to-back
O'Duffy Cup triumphs. Now
she will lead from the front, as
Corlcaptain. = = =~

‘It's a huge honour to repre-
sent my club, my family and I'm
really looking forward to the
challenge ahead,” Méabh told
the Star Sport Podeast.

‘It’s something you dream of
when vou're alittle girl training
for camogie at U7, U8. To be
named as Cork captain, it’s a
huge honour and something
you work really hard for but
there is such a special group
thereat the moment that there
are so many leaders on the pan-
el. It could be any one of them.

‘Every night at training,
someone else stands up and
there are always people speak-
ing and offering advice.

So, given her father Niall’s
football pedigree, will he give
her some leadership tips?

‘He offers the odd bit of ad-

vice alright!’ she laughs.
‘Whether I take it now or not

sometimes is another story!

~ ‘He would always encourage
you to go out, try your best,
work hardand try to be as good
a player as you can everyday.
You obviously take that advice
-on board. He's been there, done
that
_ Méabh's sisters, Orlaith and
Grainne, are also on the Cork
senior camogie panel. Her
brothers Damien and Jack are
with the Cork senior hurlers,
while Conor has just joined up
with the footballers. This is a
family steeped in GAA tradition
and their successes drive one
anotheron.

_‘Tt’s really special. We're ex-

tremely fortunate that all of us .

enjoy it so-much and we get 50
much out of it. Each one of us
putssomuchintoitaswell. You
see the lads and the girls, the
amount of work they put into it
and the training and the hours,’
Méabh explains.

‘It was ‘a great season for
us last year (with Cork) and
probably not so much the lads.
Between all of us playing, there
are some great days and some
disappointing days but we are
always there to support each
other. It's really nice to have
at home and we're just really
fortunate to all be enjoying it
so much.

‘When you have any sister
involved or any sibling, it defi-
nitely makes it more special. It's
a really proud moment for my
mom and dad as well, and our
grandparents.'

Back to the pitch, Cork
are looking forward to their
Division 1A national camogie
league campaign getting under-
way when they face Waterford
at home on Saturday, Febru-

F?

Cork captain Meabh Cahalane at the launch of the Ve
e Leagues this week. (Photo: James Crombie/INPHO)

INSET: The Cahalane sisters, Orlaith, Méabh and Grainne, lift
the O'Quﬂy Cup after Cork’s 2024 All-Ireland final win.

ary 22nd at 2pm. Surprisingly,
Cork haven't won the Division
1A title since 2013. Kilkenny
(5), Galway (4) and Tipperary
have all won the league since.

‘A league medal is a really
good medal to have. It's not a
medal that a lot of people in
our group would have so we
are looking at it. We'll take it
game by game and it’s as good
a preparation for the cham-
pionship as you can get,’ the
vastly-experienced Méabh ex-
plains.

“We played Waterford away
last year. A really tough game
(1-6 to 0-6). We'll be expect-
ing nothing different this year.
Curselves and Waterford know
each other really well at this

stage. It'll be interesting to see
what they've done with their
panel as well this year”

The ultimate goal for this
Cork camogie side, even so
early in the year, is to win the
All-Ireland for the third time in
a row, a feat the Rebels haven't
achieved since 1973. The pan-
el is there. The experience is
there. The confidence is there.

‘It's a huge opportunity hav-

ing got over the line in the last

few years but we can't stay at
the level we have been atin the
last few years, Méabh said.
‘Galway really put it up to us
in the final last year and it was
probably our bench that came
on and made the difference in

the end. There is nothing be-
tween the teams so we know
the pack are chasing us, we
have to go another level and we
have to raise the bar again if we

" intend on'getting back there.

“There are a lot of games to
play. Thereisalot of training to
be done. We know how hard we

have to work to get back there
but Ithink everyone'sintention
is “that's obviously the goal.”
We have a lot to do before we
get there!

= Méabh Cahalane was
speaking at the launch of the
2025 Very National Camogie
Leagues. u

POISED T0 SHINE: Armagh's Giara Hill, Galway's Aoife Donohoe, Cork's Meabh Cahalane, Tipperary's

Caoimhe Maher, Kilkenny's Kellyann Doyle, Dublin’s

yesterday's launch of the 2025 Very Camogie Leagues.

Niamh Gannon and Westmeath's Cacimhe McCrossan at
Picture: James Crombie/inpho

beeﬂsel::tggsfortheﬁnrkm
proud coach Ricky O'Callaghan.

Robyn 0'Mahony

and Zara Dillon have
ogle U16 panel, with their




Free maths tuition a win win for young athletes

KﬁeesCanhiEwahy{leﬂ}ndduatesm
immaculate College's All-Ireland colleges' camogie
Purcell Cup win with Louise Walsh from Tramore.
and Mary | beat UL in the final on Sunday, 1-17 to 2-12.
Murphy, playing at full forward, contributed her own
 scores as well as setting up the winning goal.

Dan Sheedy, The Tuition Centre, and t_'nrlt minor camogie players Jess Murphy, Shauna U’Dscoll, Rachel Murphy,nd Anna I!Le-ama-,',"l'he . - ; -
centre has partnered with Cork Camogie to give athletes free online maths tuition, as part of its TeamUp programme. Picture: Brian Lougheed Saoirse W]]l b],‘illg fans closer

to the U16 All-Ireland action

THREE-TIME Camogie All: _ The Gork camogie ace
— Star Saoirse McCarthy - & = =

w3 | will provide exclu- -
sive pltch-mde-‘ :
updates for the‘ "

ive updates via.

}rear spunsors_ S ally select the Player of
agreement of the Ul6 the

All-Ireland championship ‘This will continue through
with the Camogie Associa- to the Ul6 championship fi-
tion, Courcey Rovers star Me- nals at the end of April and
Carthy, an eir Ambassador,
will bring fans closer to the
action with pitch-side report-
_lggmhuas{ws:bmt}'

=
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Caoimhe Foley, dual player, celebrating theMunster win with the Cork msﬂteamﬁlght' Joey Gallagher, managaf nfthe
Cork minor camogie team, with the trophy after the team won the Munster finals.

. ' clubladies at the
e Laura Treacy, August wimler, with her father Mattr Treacy at The Echo Women in WMMMWWM{M
Camogie star ﬁuﬁeﬂ' Neﬂl with her parents Fionan and Maria 0'Neill. Sports Awards. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare left): Ciara Hayes, Mischa Pattwell, Anlfe lﬁw J

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare Twomey.



Castle Road.

Cork held by Tipperary
in lively minor camogie
opener at Castle Road

1-11
35

Cork
Tipperary

Tt finished honours even in the

opening round of the Electric
Ireland Minor Championship
in Castle Road as Cork and
Tipperary got the campaign
underway. : i
Tipperary, playing with the
aid of the strong wind, had the
dream start with two Caoimhe
Stakelum goals inside three
minutes of throw-in.
It took an excellent save
from Tipperary keeper Dan-
ielle Butler to deny Cork an
opening score and they had to
wait until 10 minutes in before
Catherine Murphy pointed to
get Cork on the scoreboard.
With their defence working
hard against the elements,
Cork were winning a lot of
possession but wayward
shooting saw them hit six
wides to Tipperary'sone.
Ali Mulkerins cut the deficit
with a goal on 22 minutes, fin-
ishing to the net after another
Danielle Butler save.
Coming under pressure as
the clock ticked towards half-

time, Cork conceded frees and

with Stakelum unerringly.
putting over three points, Tip-
perary extended their lead to
hold a 2-3 to 1-1 half-time lead.

Cork started the second half

well with points from Tara

Goulding (2) and Rachel

Murphy but with Lucy
O’Brien and Stakelum re-
sponding, Tipperary main-
tained the advantage. 3
As Cork began to gain'a grip
it took a superb Butler save to
again deny them a goal as she
turned Mulkerins’ shot over
the bar. Shona Cronin and Ra-
chel Murphy’s points meant
Tipp's lead was down to one.
Tipperary were playing

\Cork’s Ally Mulkerrins closes in on Tipperary's Isohel 0'Donnell.

B -F

(ntlt’s'[arading[staddedbyﬂppen sClodagh Grimes and Lean-
na Coppinger during the Electric Ireland Minor A championship at

_.

Picture; Eddie O'Hare
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with a sweeper and had Stake-
lum operating out. This
caused Cork problems as she
set up the move that saw
Maeve Cunneen finish to the
net to put Tipperary four clear
with seven minutes remain-

ing.

Cork kept working hard.
Rachel Murphy peinted before
it took another Butler save to
again deny Cork as she turned
Cronin's effort over.

Caoilainn Ryan had thelead
down to a point before Cronin
converted a 45 four minutes
into injury-time.

With the sides deadlocked
play continued, but despite
two further minutes of added
time neither side could find a
winner.

Scorers for Cork: A Mulkering 1-1, S
Cronin 0-3 (0-1 45), R Murphy 0-3 (02 1),
T Goulding 0-2, Catherine Murphy, C
Ryan 0-1 each.
Tipperary: G Stakelum 2-4 (0-3f), M
Gﬁmﬁ-ﬂ. L O'Brisn 0-1. _
CORK: A Kearney (Blackrock); A
McGrath {AElrs'. g}.-L:"'nham (Eire Og), S
Cunningham (Erin’s Own); A Cagney
(Mallow], A Cottrell (Ballinhassig), A
Cussen (Ballinhassig); J Murphy (Black-
rock), G Ryan (Newtownshandrum), R
Murphy {Ballinora), Catherine Murphy
{Kinsale), Clara Murphy (Eire Og); A
Mulkerrins (St Catherine’s), T Goulding
(Ballincollig) A McAuliffe (Castiemartyr).
Subs: M Lombsard {Eﬂﬁﬂﬁniﬂam;
j 28), 5 Cronin &y s
F;gglegrfgnhu:pm (h-t). K O'Sullivan
(Midleton) for Mulkerrins (50), M O'Brien
(Enniskeana) for Catherine Murphy (58],
TIPPERARY: D Butler; M hnane, 5
McLoughlin, L Coppinger; C Grimes, E
O'Donnell, E Ralph; R O'Meara, E Ken-
nedy, C Stakelum, L O'Brien, ER
McGrath; E Troy, C Cahill, M Gunneen.
Subs: | Carr for M :g}ughaana {4&}.:
gston for E (46), A Gaynaor for
Eggrian [sgr}, KnggwlMQ for R O'Meara
(55).
Referee:Fintan MciNamara (Clare).
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Cork captain Méabh Cahalane at the launch of the 2025
Very CamogieLeagues.  (Photo:James Crombie/INPHO)

Cork start Division 1league
campaign against Waterford

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

THE CORK senlor camogje team get thelr 2025 seasonupand
running in Pailrc Ui Chacimh this Saturday agalnst Waterford (2pm
_throw-in)in Division 1A of the national league.

The Rebels haven't won the league title since 2013 and Ger
Manley's side will be keen to break that duck with Kilkenny, Galway
and Tipperary all winning it since. Cork will want to get thelr year
off to agood start too with the All-Ireland three-in-a-row in their
sights later this summer, -

Waterford [s the first of three home games for Cork as they also
welcome Kilkenny (Saturday, March 8th) and Galway (Saturday,
March 29th) to Leeside. They have to travel to Dublin (Saturday,
March 1st) and Tipperary (Saturday, March 22nd) for the remalning
league ties.

The league final, if Manley's side get there, will be in Croke Park
on Sunday, April13th.Cork will be led by newly-appointed captain
Meéabh Cahalane.

Rebels to host Limerick in
All-Ireland senior opener

ALL-IRELAND champlons Cork will begin their
quest for the three-in-a-row with a home
Glen Dimplex Senior Championship clash with
Limerick on Saturday, May 24th.

Ger Manley's side will be the team to beat in
the senior camogie champlenship, and they

Cork camogie

have discovered their opposition for the All-
Ireland series. Cork have beendrawninGroup  manager Ger
1along with Tipperary, Limerick, Wexford and Manley.

Clare, while Group 2 is stacked with'Galway,
Dublin, Waterford, Derry and Kilkenny.

Giventhat both Galway (2021) and Kilkenny (2020 and '22) have
won All-Irelandsin the last five years, and Waterford contested
the 2023 final that Cork won, the Rebels have avoided the tougher
groupinthis draw. '

As wellas the home game against Limerick, Cork willalso play
Clare on Lee-side (June 21st) with away games against Tipperary
(May 31st) and Wexford (June 28th). The All-Ireland senior
camogle final will be played on August 10th in Croke Park.

CORK TEAMS UP

W= S Tl B e Tuition |

Dan Sheedy, The Tuition Centre, and Cork minor players
 Jess Murphy, Shauna O'Driscoll, Rachel Murphy and Anna
. Kearney, as The Tuition Centre, Ireland's leading provider
. of online grinds, has partnered with Cork Camogiein the
latest expansion of its TeamUp programme. The initiative
gives young athletes and their parents accessto free

‘online and on-demand maths tuition from first year to

onfine and o ~ Libby Coppin
“#ﬂﬁ'ﬁ_ﬂﬂfs&mﬁa’yﬂm’l (Photo:BrianLougheed)

St Finbarr's Meabh Cahalane ha
captain for the 2025 season.

Cahalaneis delighted to
be named as the new
Cork camogie captain

In 1985 Castlehaven star Niall
Cahalane was named captain
of the Cork football team.
yelgiitory rell:;gatg itself 30
on as his daughter,

Meabh, has been nmnégd cap-

tain of the Cork senior camo-
gle team.

She was vice-captain last
year and will have learned a
lat from that experience as she
officially takes the armband
this season.

_Cork will start their Divi-
sion 1A National League cam-
palgn next Saturday against
Waterford, throw-in 2pm, at
Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

She was delighted to be
named captain, the first of the
Caha_iane siblings to be name
a senior one for Cork.

“It's a huge honour for my-
self, my club, and for my
family and obviously just a
huge honour to be captain on
be;rualf of alil }he- girls, they're
really special group, so yeah,
delighted. 5

“I think Castlehaven on X
put up a few pictures from
when my dad was captain. So
hopefully good things to
co;nq_ula." e&aiiid Meabh.

ey didn't make the league
final last year, missing autggn
ultimate honours and it was
the only one of the three
trophies they could win that
they didn’t.

They went on to win the
Munster and All-Ireland
championships, but Meabh
said they were disappointed
not to have made the league
final last season.

“I think last year going into
the league, we wouldn’t have

s been appointed Cork senior camogie

ger makes a welcome return to the Cork senior camogie
squad this season, having missed most of last season through injury.

Picture: Jim Coughlan
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overlooked it, We obviously
prepared well for it and we
were probably a bit disap-
pointed that we didn't go a bit
further.
“But you know we those
tough games really stood to us
over the season.
“We went into the Munster
championship and had a few
injuries that were back and
then we gradually peaked at
the right time and I suppose
got another few plavers back
along the way.
_ "We needed them all as the
final against Galway at Croke
Park was such a tough game.
We've said it so many times
that it just showed how strong
our panel was. The players
sprung from the bench that
day had a huge impact,

“I suppose that was a credit
to all the hard work that
they've done all yvear and
showed how important the
panel is.

“We have a couple of new
players in this yvear now and
they will make it even more
competitive in training and
help to drive us on.

“They’'re all pushing the
standards in training, they're
Eot coming in playving catch

p.

“You can even see they're
well at the standard already.
So there's huge competition
for places every night of brain-
ing, you're marking someone
different and there’s different
challenges in that.”




wait for league crown

3

Therese O'Callaghan

Cork haven't won the national
league since 2013, While it's no
real concern as they've lifted
the O'Duffy six times since,
the back-to-back All-Ireland
senior camogie champions
would like to rectify that stat.

Division 1A begins tomor-
row for Ger Manley and his
charges with neighbours
Waterford the visitors to
SuperValu Paire Ui Chaoimh
(Zpm).

Down the line, the current
standardbearers will have a
three-in-a-row of All-Ireland
titles in their sights. Wexford
were the last team to do so in
2010-2012 but you have to go
back to the early 70s for Cork
(1970-1973 four-in-a-row).

For now though, the focus is
on the first piece of silverware
that is up for grabs. .

Manley says the appetite is
still there.

“The aim is to get back to
the All-Ireland final,” he said.
“That's Cork's aim every year,
It won't be a success unless we
get to the final. It is early days
but the girls are putting every-
thing into it. The hunger
seems to be there which is
great.

“We were back training a bit

earlier than we normally .

would, the girls wanted to
come back. We have a good
setup and things are going
well. We are finding it difficult
to get challenge matches but
we've probably done more
hurling than this time last
vear.”

Competition for places re-
mains a key ingredient.

“I've said it to the girls that
the team will be picked on
training. Girls returning now
will have to get up to the level,
fitness wise. We'll have a
strong team out against
Waterford,"” he said.

“Libby Coppinger is back
from injury, Laura Treacy is
there [on the panel], Ashling
Thompson and Pamela
Mackey, There will be a few
missing but everybody is

THINKING BIG: Cork’s Meabh Cahalane will ho

KEArys
oneijlls

over decade wait for the much-desired silverware.

back. They all want to play.
“Cliona Healy and Katrina
Mackey are injured — they
are the only two out really
from the panel.”
Tipperary are the league
champions, Galway crowned

before them, which proves
Manley's point that all six
teams in 1A are in with a
shout.

“We want to win the
league,” he said. “Last vear,
we didn't not go out to win it.

petolead her team to league title success this year, toend aan

Picture: James Crombie/inpho

“It is a very tough league
this year, all the teams are
competitive. We want to win
every match. We will be a bit
rusty because we haven't had
a competitive match together.

“We played Tipp in a chal-

ork seek end to 12-year

lenge a couple of weeks back
and we were very even, [
th?]gsht they [Tipp] were very
gﬂ -n-

Ultimately, getting back to
the All-Ireland final is the ob-
Jjective and they will have last
season's vice-captain Méabh
Cahalane as their new leader.

“She is a great captain to
have," Manley enthuses. “She
got injured two weeks ago but
she will be on the panel for the
Waterford game. _

“We've changed our hack-
room team as well. Dr Wesley
0’'Brien is coach and S&C,
Gemma O'Connor, Adrian
0'Sullivan [former Dublin
manager], Sean Crowley,
Brian Donovan, and Kyle
()'Shea have come in.

“Hopefully it will all work
‘out, they are all very focused.
Last year we started very slow
and the girls were worried.

“But we were able to find

our feet, 5
“It's great to be in the Paire,
Hopefully the gounty board

will push it on a bit and they

seem to be.”

CORK: Amy Lee (Na Piarsaigh); Meabh
Murphy (Baliinora), Libby Coppinger (St
Colum's); Pamela Mackey (Douglas):
lzzy O'Regan (Ballygarvan), Laura
Hayes (Killeagh), Hannah Looney (Kill-
eagh); Acifa Healy (Aghadaj, Ashling
Thompson (Milford); Ciara O Sdllivan
(Newcestown), Kate Wall (5t Finbarr's),
Sacirse McCarthy (Courcey Rovars);

Clodagh Finn (Fr O'Neill's), Sorcha

McCartan (St Finbarr's), Orlaith Cahal-
ang (St Finbarr's).

WATERFORD: Noelle Murphy {Gailitir);
Rachel Walsh (Butlerstown), Keaiey Cor-
bat Barry (De La Safle), Alzannah McNul-
ty (De La Salle); Bevin Bowdren (St.
Annes), Lorraine Bray (Cappaoquin,
Capt), Kate Lynch (Gailitir): Tara Power
(Tramare), Eimear O'Neill (Brickey
Rangers); Beth Carton (De La Sallg],
Mairead G'Brti:hq [Moda!lgu};:tgrla
Hickay (Cappoquin); Abby Fiynn (Da La
Salle], Niamh Rockett (St.Anne's), Mag-
gie Gostl (De La Salla).

Divigion 1A fixtures, round 1 Saturday
2pm: Cork v Walerford, SuperValu Péinc
Ui Chaoimh (Liz Dempsey); Kilkenny v
Galway, UPMC Nowlan Park {Donnacha
O'Callaghan); Tipperary v Dublin, The
Ragg (Ray Kelly).

B Read your team-by-team
guide to Camogie’s top tier in
Saturday's Irish Examiner

Newcestown to meet Barrsin
county senior camogie league

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

NEWCESTOWN will be the
only West Cork representa-
tives at senior level in the
upcoming SE Systems adult
camogie leagues,

The Carbery club will be in
Group 2 with Blackrock, Inn-
iscarra, Aghabullogue, Kil-
leagh and county champion-
ship 2024 victors St Finbarr's,
In the premier intermediate
league, Courcey Rovers will
competein Group 2 with Enni-
skeane joining them for a West

Cork derby. Brian Dillons, Fr

O'Neills, Watergasshill and Na
Piarsaigh are also in Group 2.
Clonakilty will battle it out in
Group 1 against Charleville,
Ballinhassig, Ballincollig, Bal-
lygarvan and Ballinora.

In the intermediate league,
alocal derby will take place be-
tween Kilbrittain/Timoleague
and Ballinascarthy, the latter
entering their first year at the
intermediate grade. Midleton,
Douglas, Sliabh Rua, New-
townshandrum and Valley
Rovers make up the one-group
league, -

Finally, in the junior leagues,

Barryroe will compete at jun-
ior A level, Kilbree and Kinsale
will test themselves at junior B
while St Colum’s and Bandon
face off in junior C. Full fixture
and venue details will be an-
nounced in due course.

Senlor League — Group % Glen
Rovers, Elre Og, Sarsfields, St
Catherines, Ballyhea, Cloughduv.
Group 2: Blackrock, Inniscarra,
Newcestown, Aghabullogue,
Killeagh, St Finbarr's,

Premler Intermediate League —
Group 1 Charleville, Ballinhassig,
Ballincollig, Ballygarvan, Clonakilty,
Ballinora, Group 2: Courcey
Rovers, Brian Dillons, Fr D'Nellls,
Watergrasshill, Na Plarsalgh,
Enniskeane,
Intermediate League — Midleton,
Douglas, Sliabh Rua, Klibrittaln/
Timoleague, Newtownshadrum,
Valley Rovers, Ballinascarthy.
Junlor League — A: Bride Rovers,
Kildorrery, Barryroe, St Fanahans,
Blarney, Buttevant, Banteer,
Rockbean, B: Kilbree, St Vincent's,
Nemo Rangers, Kinsale, Grenagh,
Kilworth, Milstreet, Cobh. C;
Laochra Og, Fermoy, Castlemartyr,
5t Colums, Bandon, Carrigtwohll),
Dungourney.

Integration
a journey to
beembraced,
not feared'

Maurice Brosnan

The Steering Group on Inte-
gration (SGI) has released a
statement ahead of Congress
to spell out the strides made
towards integration by 2027.

In 2024, the SGI announced
the 2027 targeted date for the
integration of the GAA, the
Camogie Association and
Ladies Gaelic Foothall Associ-
ation.

The group is chaired by
Mary McAleese, It has en-
Baged with the Government,
cross-association working
groups and conducted a de-
tailed facilities audit, as well
as carrying out a research
project of the One Club Model
and an organisational design
project with the object of de-
g;r%r_ing_ one staffing struc-

“The Gaelic Games Inte-
gration project is now well on
course to deliver the support,
hopes, and ambitions of the
overwhelming majority of
members of all three assaci-
ations, which were emphati-
cally expressed in the ground-
breaking survey commis-
sioned by the steering group,”
said McAleese,

“For them, integration
guarantees the best, most dy-
namic; sustainable, and excit-
ing future. When, in February
‘2024, we announced the vision
statement for integration, we

set a timeline which would
lead to integration by 2027. We
advised that there would be
considerable work needed to
align all the many moving
parts, and that work has been
ongoing ever since, and at
pace.”

The goal of 2027 has been
criticised as too ambitious in
places. It is envisaged there
will be one president for the
new GAA organisation (on'a
rotational basis) and one Con-

“Moving from three separ-
ate associations to a unified,
transformed GAA by 2027, is a
complex process, but we
continue to make progress to-
wards the realisation of
our goal — one club, one
county, one province, one con-
gress, one association,” said
hCamegie president Brian Mol-

¥. ;

“This unified structure will
ensure that Gaelic games are
supported and developed in an
inclusive and equitable way
for everyone.”

Outgoing LGFA president
Micheal Naughton stated that
he has enjoyed his time as a
member of the SGI while
stressing a ‘cautious’ ap-
proach is required,

“At this juncture, I am al-
mast ready to hand over the
reins as Ladies Gaelic Football
Association president, and it's
a good time to reflect. As we
move towards that one associ-
ation, I wish everybody in-
volved the very best as we con-
tinue on that remarkable and
historic journey.

“It's a journey to be em-
braced, and not feared, but it's
a journey that we must take
with a cautious approach and
with our eyes wide epen on
every step of the way."
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Holders Cork draw Munster
rivals in bid for three in a row

it
| Cian Locke

All-Treland champions Cork
will have three Munster rivals
in their group when they
begin their bid for a third title
in a row in May.

Made at the weekend, the
draw for this year's cham-
pionship has Cork in Group 1
with Tipperary, Limerick, and
Clare, as well as Wexford.

In Group 2, last year’s
runners-up Galway will face
Dublin, Waterford, Derry, and
Kilkenn

¥.

On the opening weekend of
the Glen Dimplex Senior
Championship on May 24-25,
Cork will face Limerick,

Galway will take on Dublin,
Clare play Wexford, and Derry
take on Kilkenny. Tipperary
and Waterford are idle on the
opening weekend.

This year's senior quarter
finals take place in Croke Park
ahead of the hurling semi fin-
als on Saturday, July 5, and
Sunday, July 6.

The senior championship
semi-finals take place in Now-
lan Park, Kilkenny, on Satur-
day, July 26.

In yesterday’s Electric Ire-
land Minor Championship
opener at Castle Rd, Cork and
Tipperary drew 1-11 to 3-5.

Tipp got the perfect start
with a braee of early Caoimhe
Stakelum goals.

Ali Mulkerins had a Cork

goal on 22 minutes and they
started the second half well,
Tara Goulding pointing twice.
Maeve Cunneen scored
Tipp’s third goal to put them
four points in front inside the
final 10 minutes. But a string
of points from Rachel
Murphy, Shauna Cronin (2),
and Caocilainn Ryan earned
Cork the draw.
All-ireland Senlor Champlonship:
Group 1: Cork, Tipperary, Limerick,
Waxford, Clare
Group 2: Galway, Dublin, Waterford,
Dermry, Kilkenny
all-Iretand Intermediate Champlon-
ship Group 1: Westmeath, Meath, Of-
faly, Antrim
Group 2: Kildare, Kerry, Down, Carlow
Premier Junlor Champlanship: Ar-
magh, Laois, Louth, Roscommon, Ty-
rone, Wicklow.

Wery Ireland National
Senlor Camogie League
1A
Cork v Waterford on Sat-
urday in SuperValu Pairc
UiChaolmhat2Zpm
“Yeah back at it with
a few weeks now and
looking forward to the

new season,” said Cork
senior camogie manager
Ger Manley ahead of Sat-
urday’s opener against
Waterford.

There a few changes to
the panel: “Fiona Keating
has stepped away along
with one or two others but
for the most part we are
fine. A couple of other girls
are not back training yet
and we might be down one
or two for the first couple
of games but that will give
others to stake a claim.”

There is also a new
coach. “Liam (Cronin) has
gone with the Limerick
hurlers so Adrian (O'Sul-
livan) has come in and it's
going very well, he's an
excellent coach and the
girls are delighted with
him.”

As for the league what
will the approach be?
“Hopefully to try and win
it while at the same time
getgame time into as many
players as possible. We
haven't won the league for
a while now so we would
like to rectify that.”

Ashbourne Cup involve-
ment has complicated
matters but that is some-
thing every manager has
to deal with. “We have a
lot playing but that's no
harm either as they are
playing competitive games

and that will sharpen them

up.”

Waterford are first up
with Ger’s fellow Midleton
man Jerry Wallace as their
manager and they have
been improving every
year, All-Ireland run-
ners-up to Cork two years
ago, and Beth Carton,
Alannah McNulty, Niamh
Rockett and Keeley Cor-
bett Barrett are all quality
players.

Cork's starting 15 will
be interesting but should
include Amy Lee, Maebh
Cahalane, Saoirse McCa-
rthy, Emma Murphy,
Laura Hayes and Orlaith
Cahalane - plenty of expe-
rience and quality there.

The last time these sides
met in SuperValu Péirc Ui
Chacimh in the Munster
Championship QF, Water-
ford won; Cork will want
to make sure they do not
repeat that result, and get
their season off to a win-
ning start.



Murphy with the Munster Minor A trophy after her side’s victory over
Clare in the Munster Minor Championship

AlHreland series starts
at home to Tipperary

SUNDAY: All-lreland Minor
Championship Round 1, Cork
v Tipperary, Castle Road, 2pm

An earlier than usual start for
the Cork minor camogie team
has already seen the Munster
championship completed and
thoughts now turn to the All-
Ireland championship.

Cork get their campaign
underway on Sunday when
they meet Tipperary.

They play Dublin on March
2 and will meet Kilkenny in
the last group game on March
16, with the guarter-finals
down for March 30 and the
semi-finals on April 13/14.
The final is scheduled for the
weekend of April 26/27.

It's a tough opener for Cork
as they take on defending All-
'reland champions Tipperary.
. They are a side that fell
short by just four points to a
very strong Limerick side in
their recent Munster semi-
final.

Cork had two points to
spare over Lmerick in a crack-
ing Munster final and with
little between these sides, we
can expect a lively start to the
All-Ireland campaign.

Tipperary contested the
Munster B final and cruised to
victory over Clare,

They have excellent players
in Caoimhe Stakelum, who
notched 3-13'in the B final:
their midfield duo of Emma
Kennedy and Issy Carr are
hard-working and they will
move the ball fast to their in-
side line where we would ex-
pect to see Stakelum at full-
forward where she will be
their target player.

Cork will need to try to cut
off supply to this area where

Maeve Cunneen also im-

pressed at corner-forward in
both provineial outings. In de-
fence Eve Cleary and Sarah

Cork’s Aoife Cottrell lifts the U16A Cup after tﬁair win over All-Ireland

CAMOGIE

2 Mary Newman

McLoughlin have been to the
fore.

With the Munster title se-
cure, Cork are fully focused
and with just three group
games, there is little margin
for error.

Manager Mossy O'Sullivan
and his backroom team will go
in happy that his side per-
formed so well in the provin-
cial championship.

Having recorded a compre-
hensive first-round victory
over Clare, Cork had to dig out
a victory against Limerick,
but they showed huge matur-
ity in doing so.

Trailing by two at the inter-
val, Cork turned the tables
with a superb second-half dis-
play.

Captain Rachel Murphy has
been outstanding all through-
out, leading by example, and
she will be one of the big
players for Cork as they go in
search of the title.

Ally Mulkerrins, Clara
Murphy, and Aoife Cottrell
will pose a threat to the Tip-
perary defence, but O'Sulli-
van will be looking for a bigger
contribution from his other
plavers, with only four of
them on the scoresheet
against Limerick.

The Cork defence got a se-
vere test from Limerick but
they stood firm. Tipperary
will pose another big threat,
but with players of the calibre
of Avril Cagney, Laoise
Ahern, and Aisling Cussen,
the Tipperary attack can look
forward to a hard hour.

In the other group game,
Dublin are at home to Kil-
kenny in group two, Limerick
can expect a tough hour when
they host Galway, and Wex-
ford are at home to Clare.

\Win over Galway in 2023. Cottrell will be a key player for Cork minors

against Tipperary on Sunday.

Picture: Patrick Browne
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Cork’s ﬁauirse McCarthy ba

i

ttles with Wexford's Sarah 0‘Con-

nor. McCarthy will be a key player for Cork this year. Picture: Jim Coughlan

Cork aim for winning

CAMOGIE

® Rory Noonan

Cork will open their Very Ca-
mogie League Division 1A
campaign at home to Water-
ford, at Paire Ui Chaoimh to-
morrow (2pm).

It's Ger Manley's second
season at the helm and a re-
peat of last season is one that
:anfh manager would be happy
Wi

Although league honours
didn't come Cork’s way, they
did go on to win the Munster
and All-Ireland champion-
ships in what was a superb
season for the Rebels,

Cork will be among the fa-
vourites for the All-Ireland
again this year, as they are
every yvear, as they bid for
three in a row. Buf that's ea-
,sier said than done and there
area number of changes in the
,Cork backroom setup.

Coach Liam Cronin has
linked up with the Limerick
senior hurlers and Adrian
O’'Sullivan is in now as coach.
Gemma O'Connor has joined
the set-up as a selector, with
Fiona O'Driscoll and Paul
Ryvan having to step down.

“We have a few changes

from last year, Liam has gone
to the Limerick senior
hurlers, which is a bit disap-
pointing, but it was a no-
}Jrainer for Liam,"” said Man-
ey,
_ "He hoped to stay on, but he
just couldn’'t manage both.
But Adrian O'Sullivan isin, a
very good coach also from
Limerick. He's been involved
with Dublin and Wexford and
others, so he's been around
the block a bit and is an excel-
lent coach.

“He knows the camogie
scene and Wesley O'Brien is
back in as well which is an-
other huge plus for us. He has
huge experience with UCC,
with clubs, and he's taking
over a bit of coaching as well,
so it's great to have him back.

“Fiona had to step away and
Gemma came in and she has
been excellent so far and has
been through it all and knows
what it's about. Sean Crowley
is there as well and then we
have a good share of those in-
volved last yvear, so there isa
nice blend of new faces and
those from last year, which is
important to have them for
continuity."
| The championship set-up
has changed for 2025 and
(Cork's intermediate side; All-
Ireland champions last year,
are gone due to decisions
made at national level.

| Instead, they will have an
U23 squad alongside the sen-

start against Waterford

Cork camogie manager Ger Man-
ley.

ior side and Manley will be in-
volved with both come the
championship. There is no
league at U23 level.

“Danny Morrissey, Tadgh
O'Rrordan, Sean Lisk, and
Amy O'Riordan are involved
with the U23 side and we
wanted a link to the senior
side, so I will be doing that.

“They're doing a lot of the
work really, but we needed
that link and in fairness to the
county board the change was
put upen us fairly fast. We had
a bit of a link with the inter-
mediate side last year and it's
needed again this vear with
the change. ,

“We have trained togethera
couple of times when the
numbers have been tight. We
did two great sessions there
two weeks ago, which makes a
huge difference.

“The players get to know
what is required in training at
senior level, When they look
at Ashling Thompson, the
Mackeys (Pamela and Katri-
na), Amy O'Connor, and
others they get the chance to
see what's involved.

“We're trying to make it
very similar to the senior set-
up, so yeah, it's working well.
It's a pathway to the senior
side. The intermediate team
has been good for Cork, but
has it been a pathway? I don't
think it has really. .

“But I think it's very im-
portant that there is a path-
way and plavers get the
chance to see that it's a big
step up to senior level.”

Looking to their opening
game against Waterford Man-
ley added: “We don't know
where we're at to be honest.
The girls have high standards
among themselves and we will
be competitive.

“We want to win every game
and even in training in A v B
ties they hate to lose. Water-
ford will be coming down with
the aim of taking the points
and we are no different, It's
the first day out and hopefuily
the result will go our way."

President of the Camogie Assodi-
ation Brian Molloy presents The
Camogie Association 2025 Sighle
Nic an Ultaigh Distinguished Ser-
vice Award to Mary Newman,
(Glen Rovers. ' )
Picture: INPHO/Tom Maher

Two of Cork’s outstanding ea-
mogie volunteers were hon-
oured at an awards ceremony
at Croke Park,

Sarsfields’s Lilian Zinkant
was presented with the Cork
Camogie Volunteer of the Year
Award and Glen Rovers’s
Mary Newman was the
wipner of the Camogie Associ-
ation 2025 Sighle Nic an Ul-
taigh Distinguished Service
Award. \

Sighle Nic an Ultaigh is
credited with guiding the path
of camogie for 50 years.

The Sighle Nic an Ultaigh
Award was inaugurated to.ac-
knowledge distinguished ad-
ministrators of the association
and Ms Newman joins the list
of outstanding winners.

Mary’s involvement with
camogie goes back many
years and she has been the
driving force behind Glen
Rovers for several decades:

In typical Mary fashion, her
first thoughts weren’t herself
when she found out about the
ceremony at Croke Park last
Saturday night.

Instead, it was who she was
going to get to cover for her at
the Glen Rovers camogie acad-
f-.my SEﬁEish'un on Sunday mbzr;;
ng as she was going to
Dublin

That epitomises Mary and
her dedication to camogie as
she puts others first and her-
self second all the time,

Holder of junior and senior
county medals, it was in ad-
ministration where Mary ex-
celled. She has been secretary
of Glen Rovers for more than
40 vears and has doubled
jobbed for many of those
years.

A selector with many of the
Glen Rovers sides that won
county, Munster, and All-Ire-
land titles, she is actively in-
volved in the club's academy
and underage section, where
she will be to the forefront of
blitzes and street leagues. She
was a selector with the Cork
junior camogie side that won
the All-Treland title in 1984
and from there she became
PRO of the Cork camogie
board for 25 years,

She left her role as PRO of
Cork camogie a few years ago
and immediately became PRO
of Glen Rovers Hurling Club, a
position she holds to this day.

Ms Zinkant has also been
involved in camogie all her life
and bas served her time in
every facet of the club and
county. A proud Sarsfields Ca-
mogie Club member, her play-

ing career spanned more than

President of the Camagie Associ-
ation Brian Molloy presents the
Camogie Association 2025 Volun-
teer of the Year Award for Cork to.

Outstanding camogie
volunteers honoured

- CAMOGIE
¥ Rory Noonan

25 years.

_She also wore the red jersey
with pride and has acted as se-
lector/mentor on numerous
inter-county teams since she
stopped playing. She scored
four points in Sarsfields first
senior county title win in 1989,

That’s no great surprise as

.she used to battle against the

great Teddy McCarthy out on

the streets; he was a close

neighbour of hers. She started

playing with her club when

she was 12in the boys’ team,

when Sars were struggling for
numbers. Lilian also lined out
in an U14 East Cork final at
centre-field with Teddy,
which, unfortunately, they
lost, but it's a great memory
for her. She then progressed to
play with the girls as they
started to get numbers and
played for several years, from
aged 12, at U18 level.

She was on the Cork minor
‘camogie team for three years,
so was only 14 when she
started playing (minor was
Ul6then)and she won two All-
Ireland minor championships,
in 1978 and 1979. Lilian went
on to win three All-Ireland
Jjunior championships. Lilian
was named the AIB Junior Ca-
mogie Player of the Year in
1983,

Her Cork junior career

went on until 1996, when she
won her last All-Ireland medal
as sub goalkeeper. Lilian got
involved as a selector in 1999
with the Cork junior team and |
she managed and coached
them to All-Ireland success in
2004.
She was also a selector with
the senior team in 2005 and
2006 and they did the double,
winning All-Ireland titles in
both years, but lost in the semi
in 2007 as they bid for three in
a row. She also coached the
Sars U14 team in 2011 that won
the eounty championship. Li-
lian went on to win a second
14 title, before adding two
more at Ulsand repeating the
double-winning feat at minor
level as well as a coach.

Lilian is a member of the
Cork Camogie Board and is
currently their Munster
Council delegate and is also
involved with fixtures at this
level.

Mary and Lilian continue to §
be two supreme represen-
tatives for Cork camogie and
no doubt will continue to be so
for many years to come,




‘= Mary Newman

Galway

1-9

Cork

1-7

A tough round one Eir U164
camogie championship trip to
Park, Galway, saw Cark

Duggan
lose by two points.

It was a battle to the finish with
holding on to take the

points in agame pl

and slippery under foot cond-

tions.

Cork had the advantage cf the
wind in the opening half.

Cork settled quickly to openupa
three-point lead with Stephanie
Dwyer converting two frees, and
one point from play from Lea
Meillauin, and with their defence

in heavy

The Cork U16 team who played ]r on Sunday last

mpﬁﬁuﬂmmw’ o alty after Cara Giblin's et level th

antage. apen fter Cara Giblin's ef- e game. hit six points without reply. Stephanie Dwyer n

It was 23 m[nutasl in before Gal- fort was knocked away to Grace  Maeillouin responded with a Roisin Coleman, with thprga hu?mlnmmtenplgé?:ing(}%ﬁs'

way were on the scoresheet, Sio- Bergin, who took a snap shotoff  superb pointed effort from an pointed frees, Amy Kenny, with eman did likewise to maintain

fra Barry linking up well with two ground, but referee Simon Red- acute left angle to edge Cork two, and SiofraBarry withoneas  Galway's advantage, but Cork

team-mates before pointing. mand seemed to indicate the back in front and at the break they piled on the pressurs on kept the pressure on and with

With both teams threatening ball had been played on the they held a 0-5 to 1-1 lead. Cork. : Stephanie Dwyer pointing two

W the respective de- ground and awarded a penalty  Galway, with the wind advan- Cork continuedtoworkhardand  frees, four points separated the
: hu;dgstrnng, but five min-  against Cork which Raoisin Cal- tage, tore into the second half on 45 minutes and their first sides.

utes form the break Galway won.  eman sent to the roof of net to and in an eight-minute spell they  score of the second half. Pressing hard, Cork found the

Glen Rovers stalwart wins prestigious
camogie volunteer award

Daniel O’Neill

One Cork woman who
has dedicated her life
to camoagie for her club
and county won a major
award last Saturday at
Croke Park.
Mary Newman was
presented with the Sile
| McNulty Award for Distin-
guished Service to Camo-
'gie, which recognises
| those who are dedicated to

the sport and go the extra.

mile for their clubs.

The Camogie Associ-
ation hosted its annual
Media, Referee, and Vol-
unteer Awards ceremony
at the weekend, recognis-
ing the outstanding con-
tributions of individuals
who have dedicated their
time and talents to camo-
gie throughout 2024. The
event was a celebration of
passion, commitment, and
community, with Mary tak-
ingthe top award.

Mary has been involved
(in the administration of
| Glen Rovers and Cork
| camogie for over 40 years.
| Fellow members have said
| that there wouldn't be a
| Glen Rovers camogie club,

or certainly one as success-
ful, were it not for Mary.

The

It could be said that
Mary’s love of the game
came from her mother,
Nora whowas also devoted
to Glen Rovers. Like her
mother, Mary became a
2023 Evening Echo Ladies
Hall of Fame recipient for
volunteerism. :

She has been involved in
both underage games and
senior county finals, and
has acted as secretary for
the club for over 40 years,
some of which she even
double jobbed for. She is
actively involved in the
club's academy and under-
age section, the divisional

Camogie Association 2025 Sig
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seandun’s juvenile board
and as club delegate for
the Cork county camogie
board.

Mary was also a selector
with the Cork junior camo-
gie All Ireland winners of
1984 before becoming PRO
of the Cork Camogie board
for over 25 years. For her
efforts she was awarded
with a Cork Camogie vol-
unteer of the year award
by the national associ-
ation. After leaving her
position as PRO ef Cork
Camogie, she became PRO
of Glen Rovers hurling club
and still acts in the role to

At =

hle Nic an Ultalgh Distinguished Service
Award winner Mary Newman from Glen Rovers Cork with Uachtaran of the
Camogie Association Brian Molloy. PHOTO: INPHO/TOM-MAHER

this day. 45
She is dedicated to the
team, and can be found

at every match regardless |

of the weather. She is also |

a camogie correspondent |5 S

with the 'Echo', and gives .
clubs as much coverage as
she can. ,

Mary has also gained a
reputation for being the
first to answer a call for
help in someone’s per-
sonal life, regardless of
their club colours. Club
members have said that
without her, the club
would not be what it is
today.

display against Galway

net with two minutes of added
time played with Meillouin first-
timing to the Galway net, but
from the restart Cork conceded a
free which Coleman slotted over
to ensure Galway took the y

points.
Cark will meet Kilkenny, tomor-
row at 2pm in Castle Road in
round two. Last weekend, Kil-
kenny recorded a 1-16 to 2-11
victory ovar Limerick to get their
campaign off to a winning start
gnmrs_iu; Bg!wuy: A Coleman 1-5 (1-
pen, 5, 0-1 45), 5 Barry, A Ko
0-2 pach. o it
Cork: S Dwyer 0-5 (0-4 's 0-145), L Mail-
louln 1-2.
GALWAY: E Murray: K Leen, L Hartigan,
E Rabbitte; B Glynn, E Burko, R Sestak;
S Feenay, S Barmry: CMullins, A Kenny, C
Gibtin; L Margan, G Bergln, R Colaman.
Subs: K O'Sullivan for S Barry (51). C
Fox for S Feenay (54), K Garratt for C
Giblin {56).
CORK: C Hynes; M Keane, R Jones, A
Coleman; G Rocha, G ©'Connall, G
Hayes; O Troy, 5 Kelleher; S Dwyer, C
Harte, L Meltliouin; L O'Connor, L Ryan, L
Hannigan,
Subs: S O'Rourka for S Kellaher (37), M
Fitzgerald for L Ryan (40), L Manley for L
O'Connor (43), R O'Mahony for M Keano
(47), C ©' Regan for C Harte {51), F
Ronan for L Hannigan (59).
Referee: Simon Redmond (Dublin).
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YED: Cork’s Libby Coppinger blocks Nianh Rockett of Waterford on Saturdayinthe Very
gue Division 1A win for Corkat SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh. PHOTO: INP?I%Q_BM!ME e

SKY'S THELIMIT: Mary I's Theresa Dore and Amy Burke with the Purcell Cup atamedal presentation ceremony
\t MIC Limerick, They beat University of Limerick in the final last month.

Picture: Brian Arthur




Therese O’Callaghan

The appointment of Tommy
Shefflin as the Kilkenny
camogie manager is seen as
a big step forward on
Noreside.

It is his first fime in the
hot seat but the Ballyhale
Shamrocks native, brother
of Henry, is no stranger to
Kilkenny's elite. During his
tenure with Brian Dowling,
the Cats elaimed All-Ireland
titles in 2020 and 2022.

However, the new boss
says Kilkenny have fallen
behind their competitors as
they prepare for their first
league outing at home to
Galway in UPMC Nowlan
Park today, 2pm.

“Since I started in 2020
with Brian Dowling, there
are probably 18 or 19 girls
gone. That's where we're at.
Even from last year Grace
Walsh, Miriam Walsh, Jul-
ianne Malone are gone,"”
said Shefflin.

“Denise Gaule and Claire
Phelan the vear before.
Anne Dalton over the years
and the Farrells. We're after
losing huge names but that's
sport.

“There is a good crop of
players coming through.
They have been there or
thereabouts in the minor.
Loreto won the schools A
and Johnstown won the B.
But that takes time.

“It's a huge step up from
minor to senior. We realise

workload’ but
Shefflin embraces new role

where we are starting from

and we understand that, we

are away back down the
pack.

“The suc teams in 1A of the
league, going by results from
last year, Kilkenny are
probably sixth in that group.
But listen, we'll give it a go
and hopefully we blood a few
new players and get the
experience of playing at that
level.

“There are a good few girls
who won All-Irelands with
us in 2020 and 2022 and
they're coming to that age
where they have to be the
leaders now — the likes of
Laura Murphy, Michelle
Teehan, Kellyann Doyle,
and Aoife Norris.

“Mary O'Connell is back,
she's a great addition.
Again, she is at the age
where she has to become a
leader. These girls have won
two All-Irelands in the last
four or five years so it is
their time now to take on the
baton.

“Galway and Cork are
above the rest. Looking at
the All-Ireland, the levels
they are at are huge. That is
where the rest of us have to
try and get to. In fairness to
Waterford, Tipp and Dublin
these teams are really push-
ingon.

“Five or six teams
fancy themselves to have a
right go at it. That's good
because girls are pushing
each other and the standard

is going higher and higher,"
he said.

Shefflin should know,
having coached Piltown to
senior county honours and
Katie Power now having the
distinction of captaining her
county.

“The first time Piltown
won a county championship
in Kilkenny, be it men or
women,” he said.

“So it is great to go into a
club like that. And for the
girls to achieve that alone,
it's brilliant for them. There
are a good few Piltown girls
involved with Kilkenny so
that is how I got involved.

“Katie has been playing
senior intercounty since 16
vears of age and she's 34
now. It's a great honour for
her to captain Kilkenny.
What she has given to Kil-
kenny over the years and
the injuries she's got, some
massive blows and lost All-
Irelands.

“She was captain of Pil-
town this year and she is
probably the most high pro-
file player there.”

Taking the reins in Kil-
kenny is full on,” said Shef-
flin.

“It's heavy going. Trying
to arrange your backroom
with stats guys and video
analysis, physios, doctors,
and nutrition. It's never end-
ing.

“We have 13 or 14 of a
backroom team and 40 on
the panel, that is 53 or 54

people you have to stay in
contact with. You have to
make sure everything is in
place and provide the best
for the girls.

“I'm a hands-on fellaand 1
like to be stuck in the middle
of it doing the training. It's a
heavy workload but that is
the job I took on. At the end
of the day, the satisfaction I
get out of it is trying to pro-
vide the best for the girls.

*One thing for us going
back in with Kilkenny this
vear was myself and Pat
0'Neill were there for four
years with Brian and many
of those girls are still there.
We know them inside out,
we even know how they
think. So we can focus on the
girls we don't know that
WE |"

They include Loreto Sec-
ondary School Leaving Cert
students Anna Doheny,
Angela Carroll and Ciara
Dunne.

“They’ll have big futures,
they were playing with
their school and won the
All-Treland. We want to give
them that experience of
being around the girls and
training. Hopefully later in
the year we’ll see more of
them.

“There are 18 or 19 girls on
the senior panel under the
age of 23. There is a good
crop, it is trying to get the
mix right. We hope to be
competitive in the league
and see how girls go."

?

County=by=-county guide: 2025 Very Camogie League = Division 1A

CORK

B Gaffer: Ger Manley (second
year).
B Backroom: Wesley O'Brien,
Adrian O'Sullivan, Gemma
O'Connor, Sean Crowley, Brian
Donovan, and Kyle O'Shea.
W Captain: Méabh Cahalane, St
Finbarr's.
B MIA: 2024 victorious captain
Molly Lynch, Niamh O'Callag-
han (might return later in sea-
son), Hayley Ryan, and Fiona
Kealing.
B Fixtures: Feb 22, Waterford
(h); Mar 1, Dublin (a); Mar 8, Kil-
kenny (h); Mar 22, Tipperary (a);
Mar 29, Galway (h).
H Players In: Ava Fitzgerald,
Méabh Ring, Niamh O'Leary,
Méabh De Burca, and Lucy Kally
have come into the panel. Kelly
picked up a cruciate injury and
her availability will be reviewed.
B Back with a bang: Cork
chase three-in-a-row All-lIreland
seniortitles this summer. Such a
feat hasn't been achieved since
Wexdord in 2010-2012. For Cork,
you have to go back ta the early
705" four-in-a-row.
M Talking Point: Backroom
changes: S&C coach Wesley
O'Brien, coaches Adrian O'Sulll-
\mnand Gemma O'Connor, se-
lector Sean Growley, GK coach
| Brian Donavan, assistant S&C
Kyle O'Shea,
H Verdict: As already men-

tioned, the three-in-a-row will be
on the mind. Twins Pamela and
Katrina Mackey, who began
their senior careers in 2009 as
17-year-olds, and another of
Cork’s longest serving stars
Ashling Thompson have long
been the backbone of this Cork
team, and they continue to be.

DUBLIN

N Gaffer: Gerry McQuaid
(third year) and Bill McCormack
(second year).

B Backroom: Michael McCul-
lough, Mags D'Arcy, Jack Dun-
phy, John Sullivan, Sean
Grogan, and Rachel Doolin,

B Captain: Niamh Gannon, St
Judes.

B MIA: Sinéad Nolan and Elyse
Jamieson-Murphy.

B Fixtures: Feb 22, Tipperary
(a); Mar 1, Gork (h); Mar 8,
Waterford (h); Mar 22, Galway
{a); Mar 29, Kilkenny (h).

B Players In: Katie McDonald
and Hannah Leddy are new to
the panel. Issy Davis returms
from injury. Clare McNamara
(Limerick), and Aoife Higgins
and Eimear Hurley (both Cork)
have transfarred in.

B Back with a bang: The same
managemant team remains in
place while Sedn Og Grogan
and Rachel Doolin are added.
B Talking Point: Last July's All-
Ireland semi-final loss to Cark
{4-17 to 0-9) must be put behind

them, it was the Dubs first semi-

final appearancein seven years.
They have to keep building.

B Verdict: Dublin were Division
1B league champions last year.
Tipperary Division 1A victors.
This opening round clash away
to the Premier County will give
them a good indication of where
they are at.

GALWAY

M Gaffer: Cathal Murray
(seventh full year).
B Backroom: JJlohn' Connor,

Shane Sweeney, Damien Finn- (&

erty, and Philip Brennan.

H Captain: Carrie Dolan (Cla-
rinbridge).

B MIA: Niamh Hannify. Un-
likely to see any of the
McGrath sisters from
All-lreland club
champions Sars-
fields. Niamh
McPeake is in-
jured.

B Fixtures: Feb
22, Kilkenny (a);
Mar 1, Waterford
(a); Mar 8, Tip-
perary (h); Mar
22, Dublin (h);
Mar29, Cork (a). =
] Plawm In: .
Tegan Canning =S58
retums to the
panel, sotoo |
Siobhan Gar-
dinerwho has

recovered from a cruciate injury.
Jennifer Hughesis there too, the
Carnmore player is fresh from
captaining UL to a second con-
secutive Ashbourme Cup 3-10to
2-11 victory over UCC. The win-
ning side also included Aine
Keane who was named Player of
the Match.
H Back with a bang: Boosted
by the retumning All-Ireland
medalists Shauna Healy and
Emma Helebert. Down native
and 2024 All-Star Niamh
Maillon will lead from
the frontin her secand
ear with the'
Tribeswomen and her

i Talking
Point: Unlike
in Leinster,
Munster, and
Ulster, there is
“no provincial
: -uhiampianship in
There-

ible out of the league. That
seems to be the approach, with
Tipperary denying them lmaﬁ-
in-a-row titles lastyear (1-13t0
0-15).

H Verdict: In terms of competi-
tiveness, they are never too far
off the mark Lost both national
finals in 2024 by a mere single
score.

KILKENMY

H Gaffer: Tommy Shefflin (first
year). Backroom: Ji

Meagher, Pat O'Neill, Eamon
Kennedy, Blll}FCOd‘j" and
Stephen Murphy.

W Captain: Katie Power
{Piltown).

B MIA: Grace Walsh and Miriam
Walsh, Raisin Phelan, Niamh
Phelan, Emma Shortall, Grace
Barcoe, Sarah Crowley, Emily
McCarthy, Roisin O'Keeffe, and
Julianne Malone.

B Fixtures: Feb 22, Galway (h);
Mar 1, ﬂgmw {a); Mar 8, Cork

(a); Mar 22, Waterford (h); Mar
29, Dublin (a).

M Players In: Mairead Kennedy,
Lauren Ronan, Rachel Dowling,
Niamh Crowley, Claire Doheny,
Carlise Comerford, Emma Mul-
hall, and Ali K&nnady step up
fmm intermediate. Angela Car-
roll, Ciara Dunne, Anna Doheny
from minor. Ava Brett, Amy
Cody, Maria Brennan, Aobha
0'Gorman, and Sophie Holden
are involved as well.

B Back with a bang: Mary
O'Connell’s retum after two
years travelling is a shot |n1ha
arm. The talented attacker and
All-lreland winner will bolster
confidence as ﬁtay bid to make
up for last year's disappointing.
exit to Dublin in the All-lreland
championship quarter-final.
B Talking Point: Retiremant of
two greats in cousins Miriam
and Grace Walsh — they fea-
tured on the Kilkenny team that
bridged a 22-year gap in 2016,
New management are preparing
for their first season also with a
squad in transition following the
. of Pater ‘Chap’ Clesre.
due to work commitments after
one year in charge,
M Verdict: A victory at home this
-afternoon in Nowlan Park is a tall
-ask against Galway but it would
provide the ideal start.

TIPPERARY

B Gaffer: Denis Keliy (third
year). Backroom: Michae! Fern-
combe, Kevin Moran, Eamon
Gurcman, Dinny Ferncombe,
Kate Bannon, Trish Hickey, Cia-
ran Hackett, Ciaran Boyle, Kevin
Tabin.

H Captain: Karen Kennedy

Sarsfields).
e Nkooia aton Calt Deve

-ane; Mary Ryan, Tess Ryan, and

Clardha Maher — these

depart having given so many
years of outstanding service to

‘the blue and gold. Eimear

McGrath misses out with a eru-
ciate injury.



CAMOGIE CALLING:
Tipperary's (acimhe
Maher at the launch
of the 2025 Very
Camogie Leagues. |

James Crombie/Inpha

Daragh O Conchuir

Caoimhe Maher loves play-
ing camogie and relishes
being in the midst of the
pressure cooker on the big-
gest days with Tipperary.

~ It helps that the joint vice-
captain is wired to enjoy the
lifestyle of a high-perform-
ance athlete. Soshe retainsa
compelling enthusiasm, 13
years removed from that
first thrilling eall-up to the
senior panel having helped
Tipp win their first All-Tre-
land minor title in 2011, and
a week after celebrating her
30th birthday.

Maher admits that step-
ping away for a couple of
years during covid was a
vital piece in the jigsaw. The
Burgess-Duharra play-
maker was possibly getting a
little stale, after combining
studies and college camogie
with everyvthing else. The
sabbatical renewed and re-
invigorated her.

“At that time, I was living
in Dublin,” says Maher. “1
finished college, was work-
ing for the first time. I had
started out being with the
group and travelling up and
down. And to be honest, it
just took a lot out of me, and
having been involved for
that many years, in that
kind of ongoing cycle, it was
just the right thing for me to
do, to step away, to take a
break, physically, mentally.
Do other things.

“Unfortunately, I didn’t
get to do a whole lot, because
covid was around but it did

do me the world of good be-
cause I came back from that
break a completely different
player. I got to spend time
doing other things, other fit-
ness things, things T would
have never gat the opportun-
ity to do.

“So I came back from that
really renewed in terms of, I
knew that I wanted to come
back. I knew it would be a
challenge to come back, but1
knew it was something I was
ready to do, and that I was
probably better equipped to
give a good crack at as well
having taken the break.”

She returned this year
with some familiar faces ab-
sent. All-Stars Mary Ryan,
part of the squad since 2005,
and Cait Devane have re-
tired. So too, Maher's team-
mates on the first Tipperary
squad to win the All-Ireland
minor championship in
2011, Nieole Walsh and Tess
Ryan, Scoring machine Ei-
mear McGrath is out for the
season with a cruciate knee
ligament, while skipper
Karen Kennedy's long-
standing shoulder issue will
keep her out for most of the
league. Karin Blair is also
rehabbing a shoulder in-

ury.

But that allows Denis
Kelly and his backroom staff
— which includes the re-
turning Dinny Ferncombe
to join his brother Michael
after a year with Galway —
to inculcate some newbies
from the All-Ireland and
Munster-winning premier
junior and minor squads.

Renewed Maher a familiar

driving force for Tipp

That integration was
helped on Tuesday night, at
a function where those
teams received their medals,
while the seniors were pres-
ented with their Very
League Division 1A
mementoes, having ended a
20-year famine in national
competition with defeat of
Galway.

“The girls that have re-
tired have been a credit
themselves, to the county, to
all their families. You grow
up playing camogie with
those people, and it's differ-
ent when they're not around
anymore, But we just have
to adapt,” says Maher.

“Because it hasn't been
that long, we'd still be refer-
ring back to themin training
when we're cracking jokes
and doing this and that, and
kind of remembering stuff
that we would have been
doing together.

“SQo it'll be different, but
ultimately, all it does is pro-
vide opportunities to new
people, right? Unfortu-
nately, we can't all be
around for forever.”

Tipperary get the defence
of their title under way at
The Ragg today (2pm)
against last year's Division
1E champions Dublin.

“Ultimately, we know
we're there or thereabouts.
Yeah, we haven't got over
the line vet, but we don’t
have to reinvent the wheel
as such to get there. It's
those small, little decisions
being made that we can im-
prove on,” says Maher.

M Fixtures: Feb 22, Dublin (h);
Mar 1, Kilkenny (h); Mar 8, Gal-
way (a); Mar 22, Cork (h); Mar
29, Waterford (a).

W Players In; From last year's
winning All-Ireland minor team
Sarah Corcoran (captain and
Electric Ireland POTY and mid-
fielder on UL winning Ash-
boume team), Caithiyn Treacy,
Danielle Ryan and Lucy Purcell.
Sophie Pembroke, Amy Quin-
lisk, Laura Leenane and Giara
Brennan from last year's All-Ire-
land winning premier junior
team. :
B Back with a bang: Cacimhe
Maher, Mairéad Eviston, Clod-
‘agh Mclintyre and Réisin Ho-
ward are all set to go again.

W Talking Point: Karen Ken-
nedy and Karin Blair both had
shoulder operations in the off
season so aren't expected to
feature inthe league. Lastyear's
top scorer Eimear McGrath is 2
massive loss having picked up a
cruciate Injury in the club cham-
pionship. ;

B Verdict: Fresh from their
medal presentation after a
‘hugely successful 2024 in
- senior (league title), minor, and

remier junior (All-lreland titles),

the hope is that those wins will
provide further momenturm
going forward.

WATERFORD

B Gaffer: Jerry Wallace
{second year).

M Backroom: Mike Boland,
Niall Cellins, Dean Roche and

State of play in Division 1B

Division 1B fixtures, Round 2, Today 2pm:
Wexford v Clare, St Patrick's Park, Enniscorthy
(B Nea); Westmeath v Down, Raharney (J Mullins);
Limerick v Antrim, Ballyagran (B Kearney}.
'Clare, Limarick, and Antrim made positive staris to
the Vary Division 1B national league last weekend
with respective victories over Westmeath, Down, and

Wendord.

Limerick travelled to Clonduff and came away with a
- 1-13 10 1-5 result, they were quick lo settle securing a

Donna Kenny, and Shauna Cunningham.

Joe Quaid's side look to continue their good form at
home to Antrim today.

Clare, meanwhile, relegated in 2024, recorded a con-
vincing 3-14'to 0-4 at homa to Westmeath. This was
an important starting point for John Carmady’s
charges as they look to regroup and try and reclaim

heir place in the top tier. Maintaining that form away

to Wexford today will present their next challenge.
The hosts have already lost by a narrow margin of

0-7 to 0-4 lead at the break with captain Cacimhe 0-14 to 2-7 to Antrim. :
Costello contributing to the scoreboard, In the final group game both Westmeath and Down
Laura Southem grabbed the all-important goal in the  are looking for their first league points.
second half while there were crucial inputs from Emily
O'Halloran, Lizanna Boylan, z Therese O'Callaghan
Cathriona Feley, Cap- ing from injury. O'Neill and Maggie Gostl.
tain: Lorraine Bray B Fixtures: Feb 22, B Back with a bang:
{Cappoguin). Cork {a); Mar 1, Niamh Rockett commits for a
B MIA: Vikki Fal- . Galway (h); Mar  17th season alongside other
coner (due back 8, Dublin (a); newcomers Noelle Murphy
for champion- | Mar 22, Kilken-  (goalkeeper), Niamh Ahern,
“ship), Clod- ny (a); Mar Molly Comerford, and Jord
agh Carroll, 29, Tipperary.  Scholtz. :
Mairéad (h). | Talking Point: Former Cork
Power, - B Playersin:  player and All-Ireland medalist
Lapise For- 4 % ‘Four of last Dr Cathriona Foley is the new
rest, Roisin h_‘_ = ygmf.‘s minor Déise sports performance
Kirwan, g team that coach, while another Cork
Niamh Curran, lost the All- native, Niall Collins (living in.
and Sarah Lﬂ.c@y. Z Ireland final to Dungawan}' has teamed upﬁ
Goalkeeper Brianna ¢ Tipperary are coach,
O'Regan Is recover- ;a"?i?e:,ge? W Verdict: Waterford needa
oa : :
) O v s good runin the league to build
ﬁg}g‘ggﬁaﬂg’;ﬂ’- confidence: A place in the final
Niamh Mallon ‘Healy and - would be the initial aim.
of Galway. : attackers Eimear Words: Therese O'Callaghan

Waterford's Eimear 0'Neill is tackled by Cork's Kate aII during their

Very National Camogie League Division 1A dlash at SuperValu Pdirc Ui

Chaoimh on Saturday.

Picture: Eddie O'Hare

Hayes happy with
winning start for Cork
senior camogie side

Cork got their Very National
Camogie League Division 1A
campaign off to a winning
start at SuperValu Pairce Ui
Chaoimh on Saturday.

They were up against
Waterford in a game they
would have been expected to
win and first half goals from
Ciara 0'Sullivan and Hannah
Looney put them on the road
to.a deserved 2-10 to 0-8 win.

One of the key players in
their win was centre-back
Laura Haves, who put in an-
other outstanding display.

It is very early in the season
but already Hayes is showing
her importance to the team
and will be one of the players
they will look to come the
championship.

Captain on the day Haves
was delighted with the win,
and also to be playing at the
Pairc.

“When you look at the tor-
rential rain we've had for the
last few weeks it was great to
play on such a dry surface and
the pitch was in great condi-
tion for us,” said Hayes.

“So it was great to start off
at the Paire and probably re-
deem ourselves a bit from the
last time we played Waterford
here (when the Deise beat
them in the Munster cham-
pionship two years ago).”

The first half goals settled
Cork and by half time they
were well in control, and
Hayes said they were happy
enough at that stage.

“We were happy going in at
half-time, for our first game in
February it was where we'd
want to be and our work rate
was really high. But we in the
second-half we are very disap-
pointed with how we played.
But to be fair [ think Water-
ford upped it as well and the

L
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u Rory Noonan

wind was probably a factor
too.

“It was kind of hard to
judge, I didn't feel like we had
it in the first half but you
really felt it when against it
then,

“But look it's the first game
in February and I'm sure we'll
improve from that in the
weeks ahead. We're delighted
to be back playing games
again, and we'll look forward
to a trip to Dublin now next
Saturday which will be an-
other tough challenge for us,”
concluded Hayes.

Another who was delighted
to be playing down the Pairc
was Plaver of the Game
Saoirse MeCarthy. .

“¥You never really know
what stage you are at this time
of year,"” said McCarthy.

“Tt is just about sticking to
your prineciples and try new
bodies on the field. Everyone
showed up today. You had two
girls in Kate Wall and Ciara
O'Sullivan who are coming
back into the panel and they
more than showed their
worth, so I think it was bril-
liant to get the win and get the
season started off.”

Playing at the home of
Gaelic games in Cork is some-
thing McCarthy and her co-
horts appreciate.

“It is brilliant and having
the families and children
around after the game. It's
brilliant to get out at Paire Ui
Chaoimh, it's where we be-
long. (County grounds are)
where we should be playing
week-in and week-out all over
the country.”

FNEY

(ort‘sﬂrlalth(ahalanesl'u_uuts past Waterford's Kate Lynch during their
league game on Saturday. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare




Cork supporters from Laocha
Chaoimh.

(g against at SuperValu Pdirc Ui

Picture: Eddie O'Hare

Manley happy to
get off to winning
start in the league

It would have been a surprise
had Waterford defeated Cork
in their Very National Camo-
gie League Division 1A clash
on Saturday but manager Ger
Manley was still happy to get
over the line and off to a win-
ning start.

“We were comfortable
winners [ thought, at no stage
did they look like coming back
into the game really,” said
Manley.

“I suppose we missed a few
chances, we're a bit rusty, but
that’s expected in our first
game.”

Two first half goals were
kev scores for Cork as it put
them well ahead by half-time
and, despite having the wind it
was always going to be tough
for Waterford to recover from
them.

“Yeah I suppose we were on
top, the wind was guite strong
but as [ said we missed a good
few opportunities, but that's
expected, we're not going to be
perfect at this time of the vear.

“The time to be going well is
April on really, but look we're
delighted because we had no
games as we couldn't get chal-
lenge ones.

“So it's the first game this
team played together, we can't
get matches and it's great to
have a few matches now just
to get us going."

Manley started with 10 of
the All-Ireland team, with a
number of players who came
in impressing on the day,

aneills
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\Cork camogie coach Adrian 0'Sullivan with manager Ger Manley.

REACTION

& Rory Noonan

“1 was delighted Libby Cop-
pinger was back, I thought she
was outstanding for someone
that hadn’t played in a long
time, and the usual players all
playved well.

“T thought Ava Fitzgerald
did well when she came on,
Ciara O’Sullivan and Clodagh
Finn as well. Look there is a
strong panel there and we are
trying to make it stronger and
it's an important thing that we
have a strong squad.

“There's a few disappointed
they didn’t get a game today
and that's understandable,
but we pick it on training and
yvou could see the focus from
the girls today.

“It's important that we have
that focus and we will need it
as the season goes on, but we
will take the points today and
have a look at where we can
make improvements in the
coming weelk.

“But the goals were Key
today and we probably had an-
other three or four goal
chances as well and had they
gone in it would have been a
different scoreline.

“1 think the scoreline
though didn't flatter us one bit
and, as [ said, we never looked
in trouble and we're delighted
with the win and drive on
fl‘om here,” concluded Man-

ey,

Picture; Eddie 0'Hare

SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

Cork 2-10
Waterford 0-8

Cork got their Very National Camo-
gie League Division 1A campaign off
to a winning start at SuperValu Pairc
Ui Chaoimh.

The All-Treland champions showed
they mean business again this season as
two first-half goals put them on the road to
a deserved win. '

Waterford are never an easy side to bea
and made it tough but they found it diffi-
cult to live with the likes of Ciara O'Sulli-
van, Clodagh Finn, Sorcha McCartan, and
Orlaith Cahalane in the Cork attack.

Behind them Laura Hayes put in a top-
class display at centre-back, showing she
isn't going to give up her Player of the
Year title easily.

Cork were also boosted by the return of
Libby Coppinger at full-back, a sight not
too many full-forwards will be happy
about.

They started with 10 of the side that
took to the pitch for the All-Ireland final
last year and with the likes of Meabh Ca-
halane, Laura Treacy, Amy O'Connor,
and Katrina Mackey still to come back
there will be plenty of competition for

Corl's Clodagh Finn looks to go past Waterford's Alannah McNulty.

places in the starting 13.

-

C:rlr's flara 0'Sullivan scores the opening goal past Waterford goalkeeper Noelle Murphy during the Very National Camogie League Division 1Aat

Goals are key
in Cork's win

CAMOGIE

Chances were few early on, with Water-
ford having the first real openings, with
one dropping short and another going
wide.

It took until the fifth minute before
Cork fashioned their first real opportun-
ity to score. The familiar sight of Sacirse
McCarthy taking off the wing and beating
several players was followed by a pass to
Orlaith Cahalane. She brushed off one de-
fender but her shot on goal went narrowly
wide,

It took until the eighth minute for Cork
to open the scoring when Cahalane set up
Sorcha McCartan to make it 0-1 to no
SCOre.

Two minutes later we had the game’s
opening goal when Hannah Looney
played Ciara O’'Sullivan in and she gave
Noelle Murphy no chance of saving.

Cork were now starting to dominate
possession and McCarthy got on the score

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Picture; Eddie 0'Hare

sheet to increase their lead before Beth
Carton replied for the visitors.

Carton added another from a free to see
only a goal between the sides at the end of
the opening quarter. .

MeCartan added a point from a free be-
fore the impressive Clodagh Finn made it
1-4 to 0-2 after 17 minutes. McCartan
missed a free but made up for it when she
scored a magnificent point from distance
after the restart.

It took a brilliant save from Murphy to
deny Cahalane a goal, after some:good
build-up play from Finn and MeCartan.

(rSullivan added a point to her goal be-
fore the Rebels had their second green
flag. Cahalane played Looney in and she
kicked the ball to the net to make it 2-6t0
0-2. Kate Wall added a point for the last
score of the half as the Rebels were wellin
control at the break, leading by 2-7 to 0-2.

With the slight wind at their backs for
the second half Waterford reduced the
deficit when Eimear O'Neill pointed from
a free after 36 minutes. :

Niamh Rockett added another from
play, to make it 2-7 to 0-4 a minute later.

MeCartan pointed from a 45 to put 10 be-
tween the sides as the running game of
McCarthy was causing Waterford all sorts
of problems at this stage and it was no
great surprise she was named Player of
the Game afterwards, "

A point from Lorraine Bray made it 2-8
to 0-5 with 15 minutes left. McCarthy got
her second of ’_thetﬁaftemg.on. with Rockett
replying at the other end. pE

%Eigjm-:ﬁ:unﬁmchett and Bray reduced
Cork's with McCartan getting their last
score of the tie to see the Rebels running
out deserving winners. Cpae
Scorers for Cork: S McGartan 0-5 ik F
O'Sullvan 1-1, HﬂE 10, § McCarthy 0-2, G Finn, i€

“Wello-1each. -

Waterford: BGartan (f), £ O'Neill {fj, N Rockett, L Bray
0-2 aach. - s 1
CORK: A Lea; M Murphy, L Goppinger, P Mackay:
O'Regan, L Hayes, H Loonsy; A Healy, A Thompsen; C
O'Sullivan, K Wall, S McCarthy; C Finn S McCartan, O
GCahalane

Subs: A Fitzqeraid for A Thompson (48], M Ring for A
Healy {Eﬂﬁgﬂ"lulﬂﬂs for C Finn (52), R Harty for KK\Wall
{56), M Conden for C O'Sullivan {SEI-K 3 A
WATERFORD: N - i Walsh, K Corbetll Bamy,
Mchulty: K suwdrh’:::p.rfﬂmy. K Lynch; T Fower, E
O'Neill: B Carton, M O'Brien, O Hickey; AFiyan. N Rock-
att, M Gosti. 3
Subs: | Heffernan for K Lynch, M Comerford for M
O'Brien {both 50).

Referes: Liz Dempsey (Kikenny)



Fﬁ(E DDWH Waterfnrd‘s Mannah Hickey and Cerlt's Surcha M:Canan du I'irlg fnr the sliotar in thE \'ery Camogie League Dlvlsmn 1A game at

SuperValu Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

Very Camogie League
Daragh O Conchuiir

Saoirse McCarthy admitted to
a sense of the unknown at the
start of any season, but the all-
action Cork star produced a
typical top-notch performance
as the All-Treland champions
got their Very Camogie
League Division 1A campaign
off to a strong start with vic-
tory over Waterford on Satur-
day.

After the first week of ac-
tion in the top tier, they are
top of the table with Galway,
after last year's league and
championship runners-up
beat Kilkenny in Dunmore.

While Galway were pushed
to the wire at Dunmore, Cork
had it much more their own
way at SuperValu Pairc Ui
Chaoimh, where first-half
goals from Ciara O'Sullivan
and Hannah Looney ensured
they took full advantage of
their salubrious surroundings
in The Péire.

“You never really know
what stage you are at,” said
MeCarthy, who picked up the
player of the match accolade
after their 2-10 to (-8 victory.

“It is just about sticking to
vour principles and try new

bodies on the field. Evervone
showed up today. You had two
girls in Kate Wall and Ciara
O'Sullivan who are coming
back into the panel and they
more than showed their
worth, so I think it was bril-
liant to get the win and get the
season started off.”

The heavy lifting was done
in the first half as Cork led 2-7
to 0-2 at the interval following
a dominant first half display.
Waterford rallied at the start
of the second half as Carton,
Niamh Rockett, and Lorraine

‘Bray all troubled the score-

board but Cork were able to
keep them at arm’s length.

Playing at the home of
Gaelic games in Cork is some-
thing MeCarthy and her co-
horts appreciate.

“It is brilliant and having
the families and little kids
around after the game. It's
brilliant to get out in Paire Ui
Chaoimh, it's where we be-
long. [County grounds are]
where we should be playing
week in and week out all over
the country.”

Galway were due to play at
UPMC Nowlan Park, which
has been hosting Kilkenny
games for many vears as well
as major national knockout
league and championship fix-

tures, but rain forced a switch
down to the road to Dunmore,
where the visitors ground out
an 0-13 to 0-11 win.

Kilkenny, under the man-
agement of Tommy Shefflin
for the first time, led by four
points early on and by 0-7 to
0-5 at half-time, but some cru-
cial scores from team captain
Carrie Dolan dragged Galway
back into the game, and a late
brace from Ailish O'Reilly se-
cured the win.

“It"s always going to be hard
to come down to Kilkenny,”
manager Cathal Murray said
on Galway Bay FM. "It wasn’t
our best performance but we
had to dig it out there, lots of
players put up their hands
when the pressure came on,
they showed great quality and
spirit.

“The last few weeks have
been a bit disjointed. We didn’t
g0 back as early as we might
have. We had a lot of girls play-
ing with University of Galway
and with UL, the Sarsfields
girls only just rejoined the
panel a few weeks ago. Be-
cause of that, today was al-
ways going to be about spirit
and about heart, and we got a
good impact of the bench as
Wg%i:ltll which I'm really happy
with:"

Picture: Eddie O'Hare

Dublin were the happier
side at the Ragg after Aoife
MeKearney's late goal sal-
vaged a 2-7 to 1-10 draw at the
expense of reigning League
champions Tipperary.

“We were in a great position
going down the stretch with a
three-point lead, so I'm disap-
pointed with the result. But
it's round one, so there are no
panic buttons being pushed
just vet,” said Tipp manager,
Denis Kelly.

“N¥ou want to win every
match yvou can, but we're not
as strong for the League this
year as we were last vear.
We're down a couple of key
players and of course Eimear
[McGrath] is out for the vear
[with a cruciate] so we're
going to be under the cosh a
little bit for this League,” he
said, referring to the loss of
Karen Kennedy and Karin
Blair due to shoulder injuries
and the retirements of Mary
Ryan, Cait Devane, Nicole
Walsh and Tess Ryan.

In Division 1B, Clare pro-
duced a gritty second half
comeback to defeat Wexford 2-
9 to 0-14. Westmeath's first
ever Division 1B game ended
in defeat in Raharney, as
Down emerged 2-11 to 1-5
winners.

Camogie
star to
join Cork
City FC

SOCCER

m Dylan O'Connell

All-Ireland winner Lauren Homan
has swapped codes: The camo-
gie star has moved to Cork City
FG for the 2025 Women's Pre-
mier Division season.
Thiswill be her second stint with
the Rebel Army, 10 years on from
when she first joined the club
lE\wa:r::r a spall with Lakewood Ath-
etic.
Heman goes to Tumer's Cross
after captaining Cork to an All-
Ireland Intermediate Camogie
Championship victory last year.
That medal jpined two senior
titles — in 2017 and 2018 —ina
collection belanging to the Brian
Dillen's club stalwart.
Homan joins Cork City on the
back of a successiul season that
also saw the code breaker lead
her county to victory in the Divi-
sion 2B league final at Abbott-
stown.
The captain led by example,
scoring 3-35 on the way to Dub-
lin, where she picked up player
of the match, after tallying nine
points against a spirited Tipper-
ary side. This transfar further
builds links between Cork City
and the GAA, a connection that
includes current Republic of Ire-
land international Saoirse Noon-
an. The striker, who is top scorer
this season with Celtic in the
Scottish Women'’s Premier
League, came close to winning a
Celtic Cross in 2018 and 2020.
Cork camogie legend Amy
O'Connor never played in the
Women's National League, des-
pite being an underage Ireland
international. She chose camo-
gie. Homan's move is one of
many announced by the club in
the build-up to the opening
game of the season, against
Peamount United in Greenogue.

Clinical Clodagh fires Cork to Munster Ul7A glory

BY GER McCARTHY

IT has been a positive start to
the 2025 campaign for Cork
camogie's minors and Ul7s
ahead of this weekend's crunch

perary in the opening [
phase of the All-Ireland. B
A Munster derby saw %
Cork welcome provincial

rivals Tipperary to Cas- ©
tle Road. Two evenly g

Electric Ireland minor All-lre- matched teams

land championship clash couldn’t be sepa-

with Dublin at Castle Road. rated in a game

Mossy O'Sullivan’s side will be that ended 5 enils
anxious to maintain memen- 1-11 to 3-5. )

tum gained from claiming an  Ali
early season provincial title and
All-Ireland group stage draw.
The Rebels overcame Limerick  (0-3,
1-9 to 0-10 to capture the 2025
Munster camogie minor A tro-
phy last month.

Shortly after that success,
Cork were drawn alongside
Dublin, Kilkenny and Tip-

(0-2),
erine

Mulk-
errins (1-1),
Shauna Cronin
1 45), |
Rachel Mur- &
phy (0-3, 2f), |
Tara Goulding ¥
Cath-
Mur-
phy and Caaoil-

T SRy T

ainn Ryan (0-1 each)
scored for the hosts.
On the same weekend,
 Dublin suffered a chas-
Y tening 4-16 to 0-7 defeat
g at home to Kilkenny.

MNaturally,
both teams

group victory.

This year's Cork minors
include Enniskeane's Mea-
bh O’'Brien as well as Valley
Rovers’ Shona Cronin and
Kinsale's Catherine Murphy.
Getting a place on the panel
is a feat in itself considering
how many players trialled.

we have in Cork right now. It
has actually been a very hard
job to let the quality of play-
ers go from our Cork panel.
‘T am lucky to have some great
people working with me this
year. Liam O'Connor, Clodagh
Deasy, Joey Gallagher, Deridre
Looney and Stephen O'Maho-

cial decider in when a powerful
display saw the Rebels register
a 7-21 to 1-4 victory. Carbery's
Clodagh Barry (Bandon), Lao-
ise O'Driseoll (Kilbrittain/
Timoleague) and Maria O'Do-
novan (Barryroe) are on the
Cork U17 development pancl
for the coming year.

KEARYS

A will be eager

to register ‘We had 53 girls training with

their first the (Cork) panel before Christ- .
All-Ire- mas, the Cork minor camo-
1 a n d gie manager Mossy O'Sullivan
- commented.
Bandon's ‘Trials were held over a
Clodagh seven-week period before we
| Barry brought the panel down to 30.
. helped I could have selected from over
Corkwinthe 100 players.
U7 Munster That's the level of enthu-
Shield final. siasm and quality of players

ny as well as two new coaches
Trevor Allen and Mike Ronan.
There is a great spirit in the
camp. Thatiswhatitisallabout.
The positive vibes surround-
ing Cork camogie continued
with the county’s UI7 devel-
opment panel overcoming
Limerick to win the Munster
U17A shield final last weekend.
Fethard Town Park in Tipper-
ary was the venue for a provin-

Barry made her presence felt

. against Limerick by contrib-

uting 1-4 of Cork’s winning to-
tal. Maria O'Donovan chipped
in with 0-2 on an afternoon
where Gemma Classen (2-2),
Eimear Fouhy (1-2), Abby Hicks
(1-2), Naoise Hegarty, Eanna
Duff, Sophie O'Sullivan, Erin
Healy, Holly Fitzpatrick, Grace
Hughes, Tara O'Neill and Darcy
0'Brien also scored.



Newcestown star fires All-Ireland
champs to Division 1A league win

A
B Ciara 0'Sullivan scores Cork's opening
goalin their Very National League
Division 1A home win against Waterford.

Dublin star takes study
and sport in her stride

Daragh O Conchiiir

When Aisling O'Neill was
making a splash for Dublin
in her breakthrough cam-
paign back in 2022, the Cast-
leknock tyro was navigating
that attention, from the pub-
lic and from opposition de-
fenders, while heading into
her Leaving Cert year.

O'Neill handled all that
with aplomb, supported by
her parents first and fore-
most, but also her mentors
and teachers.

Because, as she became a
go-to player at the age of 17,
providing a real scoring
threat to help alleviate some
of the pressure on Aisling
‘Maher and earning an All-
Star nomination, she also
knocked it out of the park in

her exams. That got her into
TCD and she is currently in
her second year studying
medicine.

Work and ability com-
bined have helped her flour-
ish in both sectors of her
busy life, but it hasn’t all
been straightforward.

After helping Dublin win
Division 1B of the Very
League last year, O'Neill's
participation in the Glen
Dimplex All-Ireland Cham-
pionship, which saw the
Dubs go one better than the
quarter-final appearance of
her debut campaign, was al-
most wiped out by injury.

“First round of the Cham-
pionship, I tore my ham-
string, which was obviously
not ideal timing,” she said.

“You've just gotten ready
to go. That had me out til the
All-Ireland guarter-final,
when I came on.

“Tt was nerve-wracking
coming on not having
played, but it’s also so excit-

“You're coming on in an
All-Ireland quarter-final at
Croke Park. You let that
gsl}:' you on. It was a great

The class shone through
in the 19 minutes plus injury
time that she had on the
pitch in the momentous de-
feat of Kilkenny.

With the teams level
coming down the streteh,
Dublin scored the last four
points to secure a deserved
victory.

Dublin’s Aisling Maher and
Aisling 0’Neill after winning
Division 1B last year.

0’Neill slotted two of
them, including an eye-of-
the-needle effort that drew
gasps of admiration from
those in attendance.

All-Ireland champions
Cork — today’s opponents at

St Peregrine’s grounds

(2pm) in round 2 of the Very

League — were up next but

0'Neill watched from the

sidelines once more. “The
training before the semi, 1
dislocated my collarbone.
That was me gone,” she said
“It was just a shoulder;
there was nothing in it. I
didn’t see it coming and next
thing, I was on the ground.
That was more painful than

the hamstring but neither of
them was pleasant.
“Having put so much into
coming back from the ham-
string, which was a bad one
[a 2cm tear], to then do the
collarbone was so hard to
take. I missed all the club
championship. I went away
forawhile. = .o
“So it's only in the last few
months I've been taking im-
pacts and now I'm fine but
initially it was a thing, a
little worry. More so than
the hamstring. But it's all
good now." :
Now, therem mureexnite-
ment about 2025, given that
she is fully fit, while Dublin
have begun the process of

backing up a good season in
positive fashion.



1_ Cork v Dublin on Satur-
day in St Pergrines at

Having got their cam-
paign off to a winning
start at home last Satur-
day, Cork will be keen to
get another two points on

the board when they head 7 - - :
upethe m;:onvayegn g:b Manager Maurice 0'Sullivan will be hoping forimprovement in areas of

ol Cork’s game when they face Kilkenny tomorrow. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Cork’s Libby Coppinger tussles with Waterford's Niamh Rockett during
the Very National Camogie League Division 1A tie at SuperValu PéircUi
Chaoimh. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Cork can add to their
opening day victory
with win ov_er Dublin

Cork should make it two from

two when they face Dublin in
the Very Mational Camogie
League Division 1A in at 5t
Peregrines GAA Club, Blakes-
town tomorrow (2pm).

It's a game that Cork will be
expected to win.

Last weekend they had an
impressive win over Water-
ford at SuperValu Pairc Ul
Chaoimh and, along with to-
morrow's tie, was one they
were expected to win.

Last year they had a com-
prehensive win over Dublin,

Ibut it should be a lot closer on
this occasion.

| Dublin lost to Galway by 1-2
to 0-13 and the latter will be
one of the sides expected to be
in contention for league hon-
ours at the end of Mareh.

If Cork repeat their per-
formance against Waterford,
there is every chance they will
make it two from two. ;

But they won't be taking
anything for granted and this

squad is very focused and
won't underestimate Dublin.

Speaking ahead of the game
Cork manager, Ger Manley,
said: “Dublin are very strong
and a very physical team, and
it's going to be very different
to the Waterford game.

“But the girls are very fo-
cused and I thought at times
last week, especially in the
first half, some of our play was
very good and we will need to
up that against Dublin.”

Cork have a squad that has
plenty of depth and Manley
will be expected to rotate his
team tomorrow as he tries to
get game time into his players
ahead of the championship in
a few months time.

He said last week that the
Waterford tie was their first
real game of the season as
they found it difficult to get
challenge games in the pre-
vious weeks.

Ftim-m-li;players.

~ 0On the pitch Cork had the

CAMOGIE
mRory Noonan

So the players will be a little:
bit rusty and it’s going to take
a few outings before Corlk find
their stride and start playing
anywhere near the level they
are capable of. W

If anyone from the Dublin
camp was at the Pairc last Sat-
urdayv they would have left a
waorried person

likes of Laqh;aa.r gam;:ee_s. LEEE
Coppinger, Izzy O'Regan, Ash-
ling Thompson, O rlaith Ca-
halane, and player of the game
Sacirse McCarthy, to name a
few.

All were outstanding and
what would have worried any
Dublin person present was the
talent sitting in the stand that
didn’t see game time and will
be bursting to go tomorrow.

Watching on were the likes
of team captain, Meabh Cahal-
ane, Laura Treacy, Katrina
Mackey, Amy O’Connor, and
Orlaith Mullins. _

All big names missing from
the team and add in others like
Ava Fitzgerald, Meabh Ring,
Clare Mullins, and Rahel
Harty who came on and it's
clear that Manley has the type
of headaches any manager
wants.

The push for a starting spot
within the squad is massive
and once they get the jersey
they don’'t want to give it up.

The Cork ladies football
team are also playing tomor-
row and Manley confirmed
that he and their manager, Joe

Carroll, have spoken about
the dual players and who will
be with each team for the
games. This is most likely to
be the only clash of the sides
over the season with both
sides in constant touch with
each other to avoid clashes.

e /4
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Cork camogie manager Ger Manley will be hin to get more game
ke i - 3 Dlctre: Eddie OHare

Manager Ger Manley
was pleased with the win.
“We got off to a good start
and never looked like los-
ing after that; the game
kind of petered out but
job done and we move
on.”

A number of players
are still out of action with
injuries and coming back
to training a bit later,
but Ger is not really con-
cerned. “Look that always
happens at this time of
the year, girls picked up
knocks in the Ashbourne
but we will manage that
and monitor them in the
coming weeks."”

Dublin are next up and
Ger will be taking noth-
ing for granted. “We have
had the edge over them
in recent meetings but
I believe they have a lot
done and it could be a
tough game with condi-
tions being a bit difficult.”

As to emphasise Ger’s
point Dublin drew with
reigning league champi-
ons Tipperary in the Ragg
last Saturday so they will
be boosted by that result.

Tipp looked likely win-
ners but Dublin kept bat-
tling away and eventually
came away with a well
deserved share of the

Eimear Hurley, Claire
Gannon, Sarah Power,
Sinead Wylde and Aisling
Gannon all made impor-
tant contributions to that
draw.

Cork may be still with-
out a few key players but
the depth in the squad is
very good right now and
when you can call on
Libby Coppinger, Amy
Lee, Laura Hayes, Saoirse
McCarthy, Aoife Healy
and Orlaith Cahalane,
they should have enough
to get the points on offer.

On Sunday in the All-Ire-
land Minor Camogie
Championship, Cork after
drawing with Tipperary
in Round 1 welcome Kilk-
enny to Castle Road, 2pm

Cork have room to
improve on Tipp
draw for Cats' visit

TOMORROW
Eir All-Ireland Minor Camogie
Championship round two,
Cork v Dublin,

Castle Road, 2pm
Round two of the Eir All-Ire-
land Camogie Championship
and a home game for Cork
who host Dublin in Castle
Road tomorrow.

_ With eight teams divided
into two groups of four, the
group winners will progress to
the semi-finals with third and
fourth in each group prog-
ressing to the quarter-finals,

Cork, with a difficult game
against Tipperary under their
belts, take on a Dublin side
that lost comprehensively,
4-16 to 0-7, to Kilkenny in
round one.

Cork were lucky to come
away with a share of the spoils
in their clash with Tipperary,
a pointed 45 from Shauna Cro-
nin minutes into injury-time
ensuring it finished level 1-11
to 3-5 and no doubt manager
Mossie O'Sullivan will be
looking for an improved per-
formance from his charges be-
cause he will know just how
lucky Cork were to geta draw.

It took .Cork a long time to

settle into the game, some-

thing O’Sullivan will have
worked to improve upon in
training this week.

Inside three minutes of the
start, Tipperary had hit Cork
with two goals and this was a
cushion they could fall back
on all through the game as
Cork played catch-up.

Another area where Cork
will need to be careful of is
conceding needless frees,

Tipperary hit them with
three points in a row from
placed balls just before the in-
terval and again O'Sullivan
will have worked on this dur-
ing the two-week break since
the Tipperary game.

Cork’s Caoilainn Ryan is tackled by

&t . - o
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B Mary Newman

Cork had some impressive
displays, with half-time sub-
stitute Cronin looking sharp
and contributed three points,
two from play, and the diffi-
cult 45 which she confidently
slotted over.

To their credit, the Cork's
defence played well, es-
pecially in the first half when
facing into a gale force wind,
but wayward shooting saw
them waste a lot of scoring op-
portunities.

Again, this is something
that will have been worked on
ahead of tomorrow’s clash.

Captain Rachel Murphy.
Ally Mulkerrins, Ava McAu-
liffe, Tara Goulding, and Caoi-
lainn Ryan will spearhead the
Cork quest for a first cham-
pionship victory.

Dublin found the going hard
againsta strong Kilkenny side
and trailed by 14 points at the
break, and despite battling
hard theyv could not get to
grips with Kilkenny.

Manager Ambrose Curry
will be looking for an im-
proved display form his side
but knows that Caork will pro- |.
vide another strong challenge
to his charges,

In the other group game, the
big clash is between Kilkenny
and Tipperary where a win for
the Cats would put them top
with just one game to go
against Cork, but having
drawn with Tipperary, will be
battling to get their first win.

The Eir U16A championship
clash with Kilkenny was post-
poned due to weather condi-
tions last weekend and a re-
scheduled date was still to be
confirmed at time of going to
print, but Cork were hopeful it

could be played this weekend.

]
Cahill during the

Tipperary's Ciara

ElectricIreland Minor A Camagie Championship at Castle Road.




CORK 2-10
WATERFORD 0-8
: BY KEVINEGAN

' SAOIRSE MecCarthy has start-

ed the new season like she fin-
ished the last — the Courcey
Rovers star was in top form as
Cork began their Very Camo-
gie League Division 1A cam-
paign with an opening week-
end win.

The three-time All-Star was
named player of the match af-
ter the Rebels got their 2025
qanl.pai,gﬂ-u]}and running with
an eight-point win against Wa-
terford at Péire Ui Chaoimh,

! Neweestown's Ciara 0'Sul-
livan and dual star Hannah
Looney scored first-half goals
that powered Cork intoa 2-7 to
0-2 half-time lead, leaving Wa-
Ferford facing an uphill battle
inthe second period. While the
Déise did rally somewhatin the
second half, Cork were neverin
danger of relinquishing their
lead. *You never really know
what stage you are at, McCar-
thy said afterwards,

It is just about sticking to
your principles and trying new
bodies on the field. Everyone
sl:nowed up today. You had two
gl!‘|5 in Kate Wall and Ciara
O'Sullivan who are coming
lm:k into the panel and they
‘more than showed their worth,
S0 1 think it was brilliant to
getthe win and get the season
‘started off’

While the talk later in the

irse hails
bels’ fast
start tonew
campaign
Newcestown’s Ciara O'Sullivan

scores Cork’s first goal of the
season as Rebels off to a flier

season will centre around
Cork trying to win their third
All-Ireland title in a row, right
now Ger Manley’s side is hop-
ing to win a first Division 1A
title in 12 years and they got
out to the perfect start

‘It's brilliant to get out
inPdirc Ui Chaoimh, it's
where wehelong’

The Rebels raced out of
the blocks and into a 1-2 to no
score lead inside the opening
ten minutes. Hannah Looney
teed up Ciara O'Sullivan to fire
home Cork’s first goal from an
acute angle. Beth Carton did
fire over two quickfire points
for Waterford but from there,
Cork took control, scoring 1-5
without reply to take a com-

manding 11-point lead to the

dressing room.

Sorcha McCartan fired over
a pair of points while Clodagh
Finn, 0'Sullivan and Kate Wall
all tagged on further scores.
The second goal arrived when
Looney managed to bundle the
sliotar over the line, after good
work by ‘Orlaith Cahalane, as
Cork enjoyed a stellar first half
at Paire Ui Chaoimh. Playing
at the home of Gaelic games
in Cork is something Saoirse
MecCarthy and her cohorts ap-
preciate,

‘It is brilliant and having the
families and little kids around
after the game, It's brilliant to

e

get out in Paire Ui Chaoimh,
it'’s where we belong. (County
grounds are) where we should
be playing week-in and week-
out all over the country,

Waterford rallied at the
start of the second-half as
Carton, Niamh Rockett and
Lorraine Bray all troubled the
scoreboard but Cork were able
to keep them at arm’s length.

MecCartan proved lively in
front of the posts as Cork came
through despite only register-
ing three points in the second
half. But the heavy lifting was
all done in the first half, as
Cork began their season on
the front foot.

—
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Next up for Cork is an away

trip to Dublin this Saturday .

for a clash with the Dubs, who
drew with defending league
champions Tipperary, 1-10 to

Scorers

Cork: S McCartan 0-5 (3f}; C
O'Sullivan 1-1; H Looney 1-0, 5
MeCarthy 0-2: K Wall, C Finn 0-1
each.

Waterford: | Bray, E O'Nell (2f), B
Carton (1), N Rockett 0-2 each.
Cork: Amy Lee: Meabh Murphy.
Libby Coppinger, Pamela Mackey;
lzzy O'Regan, Laura Hayes, Hannah
Looney; Aolfe Healy, Ashling
Thompson; Clara O'Sullivan, Katie

ayer of the match,

Cork’s Saoirse McCarthy, namedpl
away from Waterford's Orla Hickey.
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~ StColum'sLibby

pinger made her

. comeback frominjury for the Cork camogie
team, having missed 2024 championship.

AT
L
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B Ciara O'Sullivan
watches her low show

s squeezepastthe
B \Waterford goalkeeper
8 in Cork’s Very National

B | eagueDivision 1A
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% home win.

CAMOGIE DIVISION 1A

P Wy DR JF 73"5
Cork - 1 1 0 0 6 8 3
Galway 1 1 0 ] 13 i :
Dublin 1 0 D 1 13 13 ]
Tipperary 1 1] 0 i 13 13 L
Kilkenny 1 T e Sl E 0
Waterford 1 o 1 0 8

Wall, Saoirse McCarthy; Clodagh
Finn, Sorcha McCartan, Orlaith
Cahalane.

Subs: Ava Fitzgerald for A
Thompson (48), Meadhbh Ring for
AHealy (50), Clare Mullins for C
Finn (52), Rachel Harty for K Wall
(56), Millie Condan for C 0'Sullivan

(58},
e

Waterford: N Murphy; R Walsh,

K Corbett Barry, A McNulty; B
Bowdren, L Bray (Capt), K Lynch:

T Power, E O'Nellk B Carton,M
O'Brien, O Hickey; AFlynn.N
Rockatt, M Gostl

Suhbs:| Heffernan for K Lynch, M
Comerfard for M 0'Brien (both 50)
Referee: LizDempsey (Kilkenny):
e ——




Eviston looking at big picture

Very Camogie League
Kevin Egan

Next Satnrday's clash of Gal-
way and Tipperary will see
two of the three unbeaten
teams in Division 1A of the
Very Camogie League go Head
fo head, but according to Tipp
centre-back Mairéad Eviston,
who picked up the player of
the match accolade in her
team’s (-16 to 1-8 win over Kil-
kenny, the contest will be
about much more than that
for the Premier County.

The last four of the All-Ire-
land series has been some-
thing of a glass ceiling for Tip-
perary in recent years.
They've reached the penulti-
mate round six times in the
last seven campaigns, but lost
all six, including semi-finals
in 2023 {(versus Waterford) and
2024 (versus Galway) by a
single point.

Next Saturday’s road trip
out west will be a chance for
Denis Kelly's crew to continue
to develop their mental readi-
ness to shatter that ceiling, in
the opinion of the Drom &
Inch player.

“We get in to All-Ireland
Semis every vear, so we know
that we're there close enough.
We just need to work on clos-
ing out games,” said Eviston.

“Kilkenny came at us there
in the last quarter and we just
putour heads down and saw it
out, so we just need to keep
that attitude for the cham-
pionship and keep the per-
formances up.”

Niamh Treacy and Caoimhe
MeCarthy also hurled very
well for Tipp as they domi-
nated the second and third
quarters of their local derby
battle, turning a 0-3 to 0-2
advantagein toa commanding
0-12 to 04 lead.

By Kevin Egan

Caoimhe Keher Murtagh
found the net from close range
for Kilkenny on 52 minutes,
but late points from Grace
O'Brien and Roisin Howard
ensured that Tipperary sealed
a fully-merited win on Satur-
giay.dputﬁng their disappoint-
ing draw to Dublin in round
one behind them,

Denis Kelly said: “Yeah, we
definitely righted a few
wrongs from last week, Our
work rate was very good, we
came otit on top in the rucks,
and we worked on that a lot
during the week. It's a pleas-
ure when the things you work
on come out during a match.”

“We probably need to work
on our shooting a little bit and
some of our ball delivery
wasn't brilliant, but condi-
tions are still tough enough.
There was a couple of goal
chances that we turned down
for points, but that'll come, It's
early in the year.

“There's not much room for
slippage after dropping the
point the first day, so we need
to go to Galway and grind out
a victory. But it's a great test
and we'll learn a lot about our-
selves next weekend,” he
added.

While Tipperary have
played both of their games in
The Rageg, it'll be a welcome
first home tie for Galway, who
followed up their narrow vic-
tory over Kilkenny in round
one with a 0-15 to 1-9 win over
Waterford on Saturday.

Galway made a superb start
at the SETU Waterford venue,
to lead by 0-5to 0-1 after hurl-
ing into the breeze for 10 min-
utes.

The home side responded
well, however, holding Gal-
way scoreless for 16 minutes
and nudging their way in to
the lead with a run of five un-
answered points of their own.

CORK and Galway both made it

s
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ONTHE RUN: Cork’s Jess Murphy solos up the field surrounded by Dublin players in their Very Camogie League

dash at Castle Road.

Mairéad O'Brien’s point
and a goal from Gostl estab-
lished a 1-7 to 0-7 lead for the
Déise women at the interval
and when Beth Carton split
the uprights to extend that gap
after half time, Waterford
looked like they might have
enough of a lead built up to
hold on.

That wasn’t the case, how-
ever, as Galway took over in
terms of possession for the re-
mainder of the half, and 31
minutes of play passed by be-
fore they scored again. By that
time Galway had fired over
eight in a row, with Carrie
Dolan and Niamh Mellon lead-
ing the attack.

“Waterford attacked well
from the half-back in the first
half and we tried to replicate
that,” said Galway manager
Cathal Murray.

“We were that bit better in
the second half. We played in
very good ball and we got con-
trol of the game in the middle
third. In the first half we just
struggled and weren't operat-
ing at the level that we'd like,
and that's why we were be-
hind."

The other unbeaten side are
the All-Ireland champions,
Cork, who eruised to a 0-20 to
0-10 win over Dublin at St Per-
egrine's.

The winners had nine

two wins from two to in the Very
Camogie league, but champions
Tipperary are hot on their heels

er recording an 0-16 to 1-8 local
derby win over Kilkenny in what
was undoubtedly game of the day
in Division 1A.

A late Dublin goal had denied the
Premier County an opening round
win but they were in complete
control of their neighbours at The
Ragg, responding well to score
three of the last four points when
Caoimhe Keher Murtagh’s goal
after 52 minutes threatened to set
Kilkenny up for a smash and grab
win against the run‘of play.

Aoife Prendergast opened the
scoring for the visitors and the
contest was still evenly poised
when Aobha 0'Gorman split the
uprights after 17 minutes, but Tip-
perary were clearly the superior
side in the second and thir quar-
ters, scoring 10 of the next 12
points. The platform for their
dominance was at midfield and
half-back, where player of the
match Mairéad Eviston, as well as
Niamh Treacy and Caoimhe
McCarthy, excelled.

When two Caoimhe Maher points
helped to establish a four-point
lead at the break, Denis Kelly’s
side would have felt they were in
the driving seat. Two each from
Grace O’Brien and Clodagh McIn-
tyre made it 0-12 to 04 going into
the final quarter, but a couple of
frees from Prendergast kept Kilk-
enny in touch, while Laura Mur-
phy was exceptional for the Cats,
battling against the tide.

Aobha O’Gorman’s strong run
helped to set up the goal for Keher
Murtagh but late points from
Grace 0'Brien and Réisin Howard
ensured Tipperary sealed a ful-
ly-merited win.

Galway defied the breeze to
make the stronger start at SETU
Waterford, and after Carrie Dolan
and Maggie Gostl traded scores,
the Tribeswomen rattled ; off four

ints in as many minutes.
pﬂgweven Waterford found their
rhythm after that, holding Galway
scoreless for 16 minutes and nudg-
ing their way into the lead with a
run of five unanswered points.

Mairéad O'Brien's point and a
goal from Gostl established a 1-7
to 0-7 lead for the Déise women at
the interval and when Beth Carton
split the upri%hts to extend that
gap after half-time, Waterford
looked like they might have
enough of a lead to hold on for an
invaluable win,

But Galway completely took
over in terms of possession for the
remainder of the half and 31 min-
utes of play passed before Water-
ford scored again. By that time
Galway had fired over eight in a
FOW.

It was Ciara Hickey that finally
nudged them into the lead with 25
minutes gone, but with that psy-
chological barrier broken, two
more from Dolan either side of
one from Aine Keane gave them a

HOOKED: Clare Doheny of Kilkenny up against Tipperary's Casey Hennessy

Tipp keep the
pressure on
early leaders

little bit of breathing room.

Beth Carton did reduce the mar-
gin to a single goal but a couple of
missed frees proved costly for the
home side and they eventually
succumbed to a second successive
defeat, 0-15to 1-9.

At St. Peregrine’s GAA club, Sor-
cha McCartan excelled as Cork
moved through the gears in the
second quarter to blow Dublin out
of the water and a 0-20 to 0-10 vic-

tory.

The Rebels hit 10 without replay
before half-time to lead 0-18 to 0-5
before Dublin doubled their tally
in the last 10 minutes of play, giv-
ing themselves a little momentum
ahead of next weekend’s relega-
tion battle with Waterford. Aoife
McKearney scored six of their
points,

Picture: David Creedon

players register at least one
point from play, with Sorcha
McCartan leading the scoring
charge with 0-8 (0-6f).

Laura Hayes, Aopife
O'Leary, Clodagh Finn and
Aoife Healy were also in im-
pressive form for the Rebels,
who were 0-13 to 0-2 ahead at
half time and 0-18 to 0-5 in
front with 10 minutes remain-
ing, before Dublin came with a
late rally,

Meanwhile, in Division 18,
Clare made it three wins out of
three with a 1-10 to 0-11 win
over Down.

Dervia Cosgrove's goal was
the difference in Ballycastle,
where Antrim edged out West-

Kerry pair
step down

Kerry County Camogia chair-
parson Anne-Marie Russell
confirmed that the Kingdom's
senlor team manager Bryan
Darcy and head coach Paul
Lillis had stepped down from
their roles on the eve of the
second-round league clash
with Meath, a game Kerry won
3-10 to 0-12. Mary | Purcell
Cup winner Amy O'Sullivan
scored 3-3 for the Kingdom.
But there was no manager or
coach Issuing instructions on
the sidelines, with the remain-
ing two members of the man-
agement team, Aldan Boyle
and Pste Young, directing op-
erations,

“Itis with regret that | can
confirm that we will be ap-
pointing a new manager in the
coming days after manager
Bryan Darcy and head coach
Paul Lillis stapped down on
Friday evening,” Russell said
in'a brief statement on Satur-
day night.

meath by 1-9 to (-9, and, in En-
niscorthy, Jessie Morrissey
and Joanne Dillon found the
net for the home side against
Limerick in the first four min-
utes.

Those goals gave the Model
County a 2-1 to 0-6 half-time
lead after playing into a diag-
onal breeze, and by the end
they had extended that mar-
gin out to seven points, 2-11 to
0-10.

In Division 2A, Offaly are
the only team on maximum
points, with Mairéad and
Grace Teehan their goal-
scorers in their impressive
2-10 to 0-8 win over Derry at
Owenbeg.

CAMOGIE: Junior B PP All-Ireland

final; Portumna CS
le, Nenagh, 1pm.

v St Marys Charlevil-

'.u-uo;c PP All-Ireland final: St
Dominics High School Falls Road v
Gml-:.:hméisla Chill Dara, Castisblay-

pney, 1pm,

Junior-C PP All-Ireland final: St Piux %
3i'?l:‘?iem;m‘.rl.m.m:-l Hill Colaiste, Kiltala,

'SunlorA PP All-Ireland final: St Pa-
tricks Maghera'v Presentation Convant,

‘Caslleblayney, 3pm.

mvmmmwsnwu
Dublin.............. 0-10 Cork........ 0-20
Tipperary.......0-16 Kilkenny............1-8
Waterford......... 1-9 Galway........ .0-15
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Dublin

= 0-10
Cork 0-20

Cork made it two from two after their
win over Dublin in their Very
Camogie League Division 1A clash at
St Peregrine’s GAA Club, Dublin on
Saturday.

From start to finish they were in
controel as they built on their win over
Hhte;fnrd aweek ago.

This was a far more physical encounter
than their first outing, which was ex-
pected by the Cork management.

Cork were simply too good for their op-
ponents, with some outstanding perform-
ances from the likes of Sorcha MeCartan,
Laura Hayes, Niamh O'Leary, Clodagh
Finn, Acife O'Neill, and Aoife Healy. The
first half could have been dubbed the
McCartan show as the full-forward scored
eight of Cork’s first-half tally of 13 points,

Six were from frees as the Dublin de-
fence was finding it difficult to hold the
Cork attack, led by McCartan, with Kate
Wall also working hard throughout.

The major concern Cork will have from
this game are the injuries picked up by
Izzy O'Regan and Ashling Thompson, the
former the more serious of the two and
she could be looking ata spell on the side-
| lines with a knee injury,

McCartan opened the scoring from a
free in the first minute as Cork dominated

[y S £ . 'uH_."A_J:

Cork’s Sorcha McCartan is chased by Dublin’s Emma 0'Byrne during their VERY Ireland National Division 1A tie in St Peregrine’s, Blakestown.

Sorcha leads
the way in big
win for Cork

Cork’s Orlaith Cahalane with Dublin’s Emma
0'Byrne and Kerrie Finnegan in hot pursuit.
Picture: Moya Nolan

early on with the wind at their backs,

From the restart they were unlucky not
to goal when Eimear Hurley saved well
from Ava Fitzgerald. Hurley who plays
with Cuala in Dublin, is the sister of the St
ga_nbarr's and Cork intermediate keeper,

Tara.

Aoife McKearney had Dublin back on
level terms from a free before Cork hit five
without reply.

Emma Murphy put them back in front,
before Saocirse McCarthy increased
Cork's lead from a free,

McCartan got her second before it
{uukeﬁ like Cork should have had a penal-

¥,

Hannah Looney and Orlaith Cahalane
combined to play Clodagh Finn in and it
looked like she was pulled down. But the
referee disagreed and waved the ball wide.

Finn scored from the restart with
MeCarthy adding another, to make it 0-6
to 0-1 after 10 minutes,
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Cork’s Laura Hayes and and Dublin’s Aoife
Heffernan in action. Picture: Moya Nolan

Claire Gannon scored from long range
fc;;leDub]in. but again Cork responded in
style.

Three frees in a row from MeCartan put
Cork further ahead, as they making good
use of the wind.

She added another and a sixth in a row
fcér her to make it 0-11 to 0-2 after 24 min-
utes.

Finn rounded off the first-half scoring
and Cork were well in control, 0-13 to 0-2 at
half-time.

MecKearney hit two early frees for Dub-
lin, with MeCarthy replving as the Dubs
came more into the tie using the wind.

Cahalane and Wall replied to keep Cork
well in control as they led by 0-16 to 0-4
after 40 minutes.

Gabby Couch and Aine Rafter pointed
for the home side, with Ciara 0’Sullivan
and Meadhbh Ring replying for Cork.

Two late frees from McKearney, with a
point from Isabel Davis in between,
rounded off the scoring as Cork ran out
deserving winners.

Scorers for Dublln: 4 McKearney 0-6 1, C Gannan, G
Couch, N Comerford, | Davis 0-1 each. :

Cork: 5 McCartan 0-8 (0-6 ), S McCarthy 0-3 (02 1), C
Finn, C O'Sullivan 0-2 each, E Murphy, K Wall, O Cahal-
ane, A Fitzgerald, M Ring 0-1 each, o
DUBLIN: E Hurley; A Ryan, C Shanahan, E O'Byme: C
Gannon, K Finnagan, N Comarford; A Rafter, G Couch;
im § Wylde, A Heffernan; A O'Neill, E Moran,
Subs: A Ni Chathasaigh for A Hallernan (39), G Skelton
lor K Finnegan (44 Inj), | Davis for C Shanahan (50), E
Flanagan for E Moran (54).

CORK: A Loa; M Murphy, N O'Leary, P Mackey; |
O'Regan, A Healy, L Hayes; H Looney, A Fitzgerald; E
:l;;;prgy. K Wall, S McCarthy; C Finn, § McCartan, O Ga-|

Subs: L Treacy for | O'Regan (8 inj), M Condon for Af
Healy (ht), © Mullins for C Finn, C O'Sullivan for E
Murphy (bath 38), A O'Nelll for N O'Leary {47), R Harty
for KK Wall (47), M De Burea for A Fitzgarald, A Thomp-
son for H Looney (51), M Ring for A Thampson (56 head
inj}.

Referoe: Joseph Muliing, Clare,
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Castle Road.

Cork’s Tara Goulding and Dublin’s Eile Caffre
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Cork minors back on
track with impressive
display against Dubin

Cork 0-18
Dublin 0-4

A strong performance saw
Cork record a vital first vie-
tory in the Electric Ireland
All-Ireland Minor Camogie
Championship group stages
at the excellent Castle Road
pitch. .

Shauna Cronin, with six
frees, and captain Rachel
Murphy, with 0-5 from
play, led the way on the
scoring front but Cork were
never really troubled by a
spirited but outclassed
Dublin side.

From the throw-in, Cork
hit the front through
Murphy, followed by a Cro-
nin free.

Cork settled quickly and
it was evident early on that
Dublin had a battle on their
hands as the Cork team
were on top in all sectors.

Ali Mulkerins and Meg
Twomey stretched the Cork
lead with points and with
Cronin unerring from
placed balls, Cork were six
points in front before Dub-
lin opened their account
with a Chloe 0’'Shea point
 Rachel Murphy and E

el Murphy and Eva
Collis exchanged points but

Cork, with their defence

rock-solid, overpowered
any attack Dublin threw at
them.

Finishing the

ongly, Cork added points
from Cronin, Murphy, and
Caoilainn Ryan to hold a
comfortable 0-10 to 0-2 lead.

On the restart it was
more of the same as Cork
controlled the game in all
sectors. _

Their defence continued

half
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to hold the upper hand and

as they stayed in control

and outscored Dublin eight
points to two, they were

never troubled.

Tara Goulding, Cronin,
Maebh O’Brien. Clara
Murphy, and Rachel
Murphy all added points as
Cork were content to take
every opportunity that
came their way.

Dublin had points from
an Eva Collis free and
Abbie Eenny from playona
day when they could not
match the s 1 of a fo-
cused Cork.

M 0-5, T.Go } Gy,
Aﬁrllzwms. [ R‘,::ﬁr M O'Brien, C
Murphy 0-1 sach. ey
Dublin; E Collis 0-2 (0-1 1), A Kenny, G
Q'Shea 0-1 each. 3

CORK: T 0'Donoghus (Balinora); S Do-
nehoe (Blamey), L Ahern iE:.dg},_' g
Cunningham (Erin’s Own]; A Cagnay.

(Mallow), A Cotrell (Balinhassig), A

Gussen (Ballinhassig]: J Murphy (Black-

rock), C Hyan{h'amc] mndundmwr?g{q R

Murphy (Ballinora, i -

barr's), ﬁmlma"qcasﬂamnw: A

Mulkerrins (St Catherine’s), 8 Cronin’
(Valley Rovers), T Goulding (Ballincol-
lig).

Subs: N Hosford (Rockbén) for M Two

' mey (ht), M O'Brien (Enniskeane} for A

Mm!(s'rﬂRs G[‘Il'z-tj..m !laoﬂmmd_ I mm &
sig) for | ,C

a%"'; for A m%ma_ (48), C Kelleher
(Cloughduv) for J Murphy (50}, E O'Con-
nor (Mewtownshandrum) for A Cussen
(55}, & n (Sliabh Rua) for T Gould-
ing (55), C O'Sullivan (Balincalligy for S
Cunningham (55).

DUBLIN: E Walsh; E Caffray, 5 Dalton, B
Nolan; R Varling, N Hyland, C Gofiey; J
Hanks, & O'Gorman; © McKenna, A
Kenny, C O'Shea; R Cosgrave, K Kear-
ey, E Collis.

Subs: E Raddan for A O'Gorman (39), E
Ryan for C McKanna (40}, R Kalio for R
Verling (39).

Referee; Liz Dempsey (Kitkenny).

g

iCork’s Ava McAuliffe dlears the ball from Dublin’s Cara Coffey in their

All-ireland Minor Camogie Championship dlash.




Rebels can maintain
100 percentrecord
as Kilkenny next up

0-20
0-10

CORK
DUBLIN

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

CORK weren't pushed too hard
as they made it back-to-back
wins in Very Camogie League
Division 1A with a comfortable
ten-point victory away to Dub-
lin in St Peregrine’s GAA Club.

The Rebels go into their next
game against Kilkenny this Sat-
urday at 2pm in Pdirc Ui Chao-
imh in a really good position
with only Corlcand Galway with
100 percent records after the
opening two rounds.

Ger Manley’s team faces a
Kilkenny side that has lost their
two opening games, failed to
reach an All-Ireland semi-fi-
nal last year and have lost key
names such as Grace Walshand
Miriam Walsh to retirement.

The Rebels won't be taking
this game lightly though and,
much like their wins against
Waterford and Dublin, will be
ruthless when needed. With
tougher tests to come against
league champions Tipperary
and All-Ireland finalists Galway,
itisimportant that Cork get the
two points on Saturday.

Izzy O'Regan (knee) and
Ashling Thompson (head) both
went off injured against Dublin
and could be doubts for the

weekend, O'Regan in particular
who was forced off after just
eight minutes.

The good news for Manley is
Libby Coppinger, Aoife Healy
and Hannah Looney won't have

ladies football commitments
this weekend, meaning all three
will be available..

In terms of their second
Jeague game, Sorcha McCartan
was in flying form, scoring 0-8
as Cork led 0-13 to 0-2 at half-
time. Emma Murphy, Saoirse
MeCarthy, Ava Fitzgerald and

Clodagh Finn all pointed in the
first spell too as Cork looked in
complete control.

Oralith Cahalane and Kate
Wall both added to the victor’s
impressive lead to make it 0-16
to 0-4 with 20 minutes left be-
fore substitutes Ciara O'Sulli-
vanand Meadhbh Ring chipped
in with scores.

Dublin did battle on and out-
scored Manley’s side 0-6 to 0-4
in closing stages but by then,
Cork were home and hosed.
Nine subs were made by Cork
overall, giving those not in the

starting team some valuable
game time. Overall a good
day’s work but tougher tests
lie ahead.

Scorers
Cork: Sorcha McCartan 0-8(6f);
Saoirse McCarthy 0-3 (2f); Clodagh
Flnn, Ciara O'Suliivan 0-2 eachy
Ermma Murphy, Kate Wall, Orlaith
Cahalane, AvaFitzgerald, Meadhbh
Rﬂngﬂ.ﬂead‘l.
Dublin: Acife McKearney 0-6f;
Clalre Gannon, Gaby Cuum.N}amh
Comerford, Isabel Davis 0-1each.
Cork: A Lee; MMurphy, N O'Leary,P
Mackey;10'Regan. AHealy, L Hayes;
HLooney, A Fitzgerald; E Murphy, K
\Wall, S McCarthy; CFinn, S McCartan,
0 Cahalane.
Subs: L Treacy for O'Regan (8,injl M
Contlon for A Healy (hit); O Mullins for
C Finn (38), CO'Sulivan for EMurphy
(38): A O'Neilifor N O'Leary, R Harty
for K Wall (both 47); M De Burcafor
AFitzgerald (51), AThompson for H
Looney (51),MRing for A Thompson
(56, Inj).
Dublin: E Hurley; ARyan, C Shanahan,
EO'Byrne; CGannon, K Finnegan,
N Commerford; A Rafter, G Couch: A
McKearney, S \Wylde, AHeffernan; A
O'Neil; E Moran, A Gannon.
Subs: R Ni Chathasalghfor A
Heffernan (29); G Skelton for K
Finnegan (44, Inj);| Davisfor C
Shanahan (50);E Flanagan for E
Moran (54).
Referee: ) Muliins (Clare).

CAMOGIE DIVISION 1A
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Cork's Orlaith Cahalane and and nuhlin's_fmma 0'Byme and Kerrie
Finnegan in action in their VERY Ireland National Division 1A tiein St

Peregrine’s, Blakestown.

Picturz: Moya Nolan

Manley: We coped well
with their physicality
and a small pit(:h

CAMOGIE
= Rory Noonan

Cork picked up their sec-
ond win in the Very Camo-
gie Division 1A League
with another impressive
display as they defeated
Dublin on Saturday. :
A good first half, when
they had the wind, set
them up as they led by 0-13
to 0-2 at half- time.
Dublin did come back at
Cork, but the Rebels never
looked in any danger as
they ran out winners by 0-
20 to 0-10, with Sorcha
McCartan Cork's out-
standing player on the

‘day, scoring eight points.

Manager Ger Manley
was happy to make it two
from two, but his first
thoughts were on players
that picked up injuries.

Izzy O’Regan had to go
off after eight minutes
with a knee injury and
Ashling Thompson also
had to leave the pitch, not
long after coming on, with
a head injury.

Of the two, Thompson's
appeared to be less seri-
ous, but only time will tell
on both, with O'Regan due
to get a scan on her knee
this week.

“Izzy hurt her knee
there and hopefully itisn’t
the dreaded cruciate, we
will arrange a scan during
the week for her and we're
hoping that she will be
ok,” said Manley.

“Ashling got a bad head
injury and we have a few
more small knocks. It was
a tough game, tight pitch,
but we knew it was going
to be like that coming up.

“But I thought it was a
very good performance
from our players. Give
Dublin credit they ave put-
ting a huge amount of
work and look we are
probably a small bit ahead

of them.

‘oday at times 1
thought we were very
good, probably could have

' 7
v

Cork camogie manager Ger Man-
ley was happy with the win o ver
Dublin but is concerned about a
couple of injuries that were
picked up.

had a few goals. But if vou
look at the pitch, it's very
tight and narrow but I
thought we coped with it
well, as well as their
physicality, and the score
line didn’t flatter us.”

With a number of
changes from the Water-
ford game, and the sub
they brought on Manley
was happy to get game
time into more players as
they face tougher chal-
lenges in the weeks ahead.

“Yeah, that's what we
are trying to do and look
it’s pretty hard as they all
want to play and I thought
we had some very good
performance again today.

“Laura (Treacy) came
back there when Izzy got
injured and made a big dif-
ference in the half-back
line. They're all going
very well and hopefully we
will have a few more back
next week.

“The likes of Meabh Ca-
halane, Katrina Mackey,
Amy 0’Connor, and
Cliona Healy, have yet to
come back and hopefully
we will be able to get some
game time into them next

weelk against Killenny."”

some time.

lzzy 0'Regan picked up a knee injury against Dublin and will be out for
Picture: INPHO/Laszlo Geczo

Cork should continue
winning run against
archrrivals Kilkenny

Cork will be looking for their
third win as they take on Kil-
kenny in the Very Camogie
League Division 1A at Super-
Valn Paire Ui Chaoimh tomor-
row, throw-in 2pm.

With comfortable wins over
Waterford, and Dublin they
will know the Cats will be a
step up as they bid to keep
their winning run going.

There has been a fierce ri-
valry between the two coun-
ties for longer than the eur-
rent players have been around
and no doubt it will continue
long after them.

These are two counties that
don't like losing to each other,
they have massive respect for
each other, but losing is a dif-
ferent matter.

Last season they clashed in
the first round and it took a
late surge by Cork to come out
on top and it should be an-
other close battle this time
around,

Cork have started the
league well and are already
showing signs they won't be
giving up their Munster or
All-Treland titles easily.

They are not near the levels
they were at for those cham-
pionships last vear, nor do
they want to be at this early
stage. 3

They are starting to build
nicely and will be aiming for

an inerease in their fitness le-
vels and play with every game.

So far in the two ties, man-
ager Ger Manley has used 24

different players and you can
expect a few more will get
game time tomorrow.

The likes of Meabh Cahal-
ane, Cliona Healy, Amy
O'Connor, and Katrina
Mackey have yet to appear
and they will be bursting to
get going and get their chance
to impress. This is a seriously

Amy 0'Connor is likely to feature for Cork on Saturday against Kilken-

ny.
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talented squad and competi-
tion in the match day panel is
as intense as trying to get into
the starting 15.

Against Waterford Libby
Coppinger made a welcome
return after a long injury
layoff and will be expected to
get more game time tomor-
row, as will the likes of Laura
Treacy, Millie Condon, and
Ciara O'Sullivan.

Sorcha MeCartan has made
a superb start to the league
and in that form, it's virtually
impossible to stop her.

Add in others like Laura
Hayes, Saoirse McCarthy,
Meabh Murphy and it's diffi-
cult to see anything other than
a Cork win.

There were several
negatives to their win over
Dublin and that was injuries
picked up by Izzy O'Regan and
Ashling Thompson.

O'Regan is set to be out fora
spell and there will be a late
call on Thompson to see if she
is available for selection.

However, the Cats are
coming just to make up the
numbers and have plenty of
quality players at their dis-
posal.

They had a tough battle
with Tipperary last weekend
and they will stand to them for
this one.

In the likes of Katie Power,
Caoimhe Keher Murtagh,
Apife Prendergast, Laura
Murphy, Aobha O'Gorman,
Caoimhe Dowling, and Katie
Nolan they have players that
Cork will need to watch
closely. It should be a highly
entertaining game, with the
odds slightly stacked in Cork
to make it three from three.

.

Picture: Piaras 0 Midheach/Sportsfile




Cork's Caoilainn Ryan breaks through the Dublin defence during the |

ElectricIreland Minor Championship match between Corkand Dublin at

Castle Road.

Picture; David Creedon

Cork travel to Dublin
looking for first win

It's back to championship ac-
tion this weekend for the Cork
U16 team which will head to
Dublin tomorrow three weeks
after their first-round clash
with Galway.

Cork were due to meet Kil-
kenny on the last weekend of
February but weather condi-
tions saw that game post-
poned and it has been re-fixed
for Saturday, March 15.

Cork lost to Galway in their
opening game, 1-9 to 1-7, in a
tough battle in which the
hosts had just that little bit
extra to get them over the line.

They went on to decisively
'defeat Dublin in round two, 0-
13t0 1-2.

In their first-round game
Dublin lost to Tipperary, 3-8to
0-8, and they will be anxious to
get some points on the table.

Galway top the group with
two wins from two, Tipperary
are joint second with Kilken-
ny, both with one win from

one game played, while Lim-
erick, Cork, and Dublin are
looking for their first win,
with Limerick having nar-
rowly lost to Kilkenny.

With just one group of six
teams and the top four prog-
ressing fo the semi-final it's
important to get results to en-
sure one of those semi-final
places is secured.

Each game from here on in
will be close and nothing can
be taken for granted. Galway,
Tipperary, Kilkenny, and
Limerick are all strong con-
tenders and will be battling in
egch game to stay in the run-

ning.

Dublin, in their clash with
Tipperary performed well, but
the concession of three goals
was their downfall.

At the break they trailed by
two goals and in a close second
half they matched Tipperary
but, again, conceding a goal

LMY,
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proved costly.

In their meeting with Gal-
way they were under immense
pressure from a strong side
that they found hard to break
down.

Abigail Ryan, Isabelle Gil-
leran, Keelin Dwyer, and Erin
Dunne are among those who
have been to the fore to date,
and manager Ruairi Martin
will be anxious to get a result
and keep his side in the hunt
for a place in the last four.

Following an excellent
provineial campaign, having
been crowned Munster cham-
pions, Cork went into their
opening game against Galway
in a good place and it was dis-
appointing to lose out in a
hard game that will no doubt
stand to Cork.

Cork had an excellent start
and were in control as their
defence held Galway scoreless
for the opening 23 minutes.

The awarding of a penalty to
Galway saw them cut the Cork
lead just before half-time and
with the strong wind in the fa-
vour for the second half Gal-
way just about edged it, but no
doubt Cork will have learned a
lot from that outing and will
be ready for whatever Dublin
throw at them.

A concern for Cork must
surely be that they only had
two players on the scoresheet,
Lea Meillouin contributing 1-2
from play, while Stephanie
Dwyer hit five points from
placed balls.

One-two is not a huge re-
turn from play and with one
player contributing, the Cork
management will demand a
lot more if a place in the last
four is to be secured.
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Jess Murphy of Corl picks up the ball during the Electric Ireland Minor
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iChampionship match between Cork and Dublin at Castle Road.

Homan
turns to
City after o
‘Cork seniog%@ " ;

call never 7

came

S

IN DEMAND: I thought | would be playing club camogie for the year but in January City reached outand | just

took the opportunity, says Lauren Homan.

Andrew Horgan

Lauren Homan is deter-
mined to ensure that Cork
GAA's loss is firmly _Cork
City Football Club’s gain.

Despite captaining the Re-
bels' intermediate camogie
team to All-Ireland glory in
2024 and winning a soaring
star for her own perform-
ances in the process, Homan
didn’t receive the recall to
the senior set-up that she felt
she had earned.

In fact, the two-time All-
Ireland senior camogie
winner didn’t receive any
call whatsoever. “It's
usually just before Christ-
mas that they call girls up to
the seniors and I didn't hear
anything,” said Homan.

“They call the girls in and
have meetings so when I
heard the meetings were
held and girls from our 1n-
termediate All-Ireland win-
ning team were approached
and I hadn’t heard anything
1 just put two and two to-
gether that that was my
Cork camogie season at an
end. ;

“T was quite ﬁisappumt_ed.
I feel like performance wise,
I couldn’t have done any
more but look, everything
happens for a reason, that's
out of my control what
happens and who is picked.

“1 have never been reach-
ed out to, never been told
why I haven't got the call-up
or even given a training

Very Camogie League
Division 1A
Cork 0-20 Dublin 0-10; Tipp
0-16 Kilkenny 1-8; Galway 0-15
Waterford 1.9
Division1B
Antrim 1-9 Westmeath 0-9; Clare
110 Down 0-11; Wexford 2-11
Limerick 0-10
Division 2A
Carlow 1-9 Armagh 0-11; Offaly |
2-10 Derry 0-8; Kerry 3-10 Meath
012
Division3A
Kildare1-10 Roscommon 0-13;
Laois 4-12 Louth 0-0; Wicklow 0-11
Tyrone1-5

session. It's just been com-
plete silence once we won
the All-Ireland, I haven’t
heard a thing. It's disap-
pointing but sure look, you
have to keep the head down
and drive on,

“I thought I would be play-
ing club camogie for the
year but in January City
reached out and I just took
the opportunity and I'm en-
joving it; that's the main
ﬂl" L1

As a quick side note,
Homan also believes the
decision to change the
format of the the camogle
competitions is a “disgrace”
with a number of players
now missing the chance to
represent their county.

The change to the struc-
ture means that Cork, along
with all other counties who
have a second team, can no
longer enter the intermedi-
ate or junior All-Ireland
championships. :

The 25-year-old said: “I
wouldn’t have been able to
play intermediate _re_gard-
less because if you win it you
have to take a two-year
break but for the girls that
could who are coming
through the ranks and can
play at a higher level but
can't make the senior team, I

thought it was a great step- ;

ping-stone. :

“You have so many girls
who have huge potential
that are just playing with
their clubs now. It’s very dis-

Picture: Ben Brady/Inpho

appointing, it's backwards if
you ask me.”

Homan'’s passion for ca-
mogie remains, clearly, and
while she looks forward to
representing Brian Dillons
in the club championship
later in the year, her focusin
the short-term is making an
impact with Cork City.

The winger returns fo the
City squad after a seven-
year absence, brought on by
her Leaving Cert commit-
ments before the Cork sen-
jor camogie management
did come calling back in
2018.

In that time Homan has
featured for her local club
Lakewood Athletic, while a
rigorous preseason schedule
in the last few weeks has
helped her regain her foot-
balling rhythm. She also
needed to rebuild her fitness
having undergone minor
surgery in recent months.
But after e::]:}tuaﬂy ap;wgr—
ing City’s to come train-
ing, she is ready to make an
impact in her second spell at
the club. .

Her second competitive
debut could come today

when the Rebel Army travel
to Peamount United for their
Women's Premier Division
sSeason opener. :

T was a little bit hesitant
at first because I didn’t think
1 would be up to the stan-
dard, but I went training and
sure look, 1 have been there
since,” laughed Homan.
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By Kevin Egan .

WATERFORD took a huge step
towards securing their Division
1A status in the Very Camogie
Leagues yesterday, as they fired in
three first-half goals to set up a
3-16 to 0-12 win over Dublin at
Parnell Park.

While Dublin travel to Galway
for their next game, it is their
home tie against Kilkenny in the
final round that now looks like a de
facto relegation decider, though
Waterford need at least a draw
against their neighbours in round
four to be fully safe.

There wasn't much between the
sides in the opening 10 minutes in
Donnycarney, when Niamh Rock-
ett and Gaby Couch traded points.
However, when Rockett got the
faintest of touches on an Abby
Flynn shot to send in the game’s
first goal after 16 minutes, Water-
ford never looked back.

Lorraine Bray added the second
, getting the rub of the green
when her shot from a point
rebounded off the crossbar into
goalkeeper Eimear Hurley and
back over the line, but there was
no luck attached to the third, when
Flynn's vision and stickwork
allowed her to pick out Mairéad
O’Brien for a one-on-one finish
just before the break.

Both sides enjoyed lengthy pur-
ple patches in the second half,

with Rockett (who finished with

1-5) and Beth Carton (scoring
0-6 in total) building
lies as Waterford moved 3-12 to

0-7 in front, before Dublin emp- |

tied their bench and finally got

their running game going.

Aisling O'Neill, in particu-

lar, caught the eye with '*--—-.

two excellent scores _
from play, giving their &
management food for &
thought ahead of their
trip out west in a fort-
night. e
That will be a crucial FSSE
game for Galway too, |
after champions Tip-
perary handed the [
Tribeswomen their &5

up their tal-

first defeat of the year in Kilbea-
canty, 2-14 to 1-13.

It was a game of two halves in
the South Galway venue, with 23
of the game’s 30 scores arriving in
the opening half.

Niamh Mallon and Cacimhe
Kelly were in sharp form for the
home side, who led by three points
on a handful of occasions, but
Grace O'Brien was ruthless from
play and from placed balls, adding
a stoppage time goal to her seven
first half points to make it 1-11 to
0-11 at the interval.

The Tipp half-back trio of
Mairéad Eviston, Caoimhe McCa-
rthy and Sarah Corcoran were
imperious after half-time,

with Casey Hennessy also
. getting through a
. mountain of work in
. the middle third.

WELL DONE:
Waterford's
Niamh Rockett
receives her
player of the
match award

on safety after
first-halfblitz

That platform allowed Tipp to
starve the Galway forwards of
possession, though the Maroons

‘also tightened the screw in their

own half of the field.

With nearly 25 minutes gone in
the second half, just two Tipper-
ary points and a Galway goal from
Mairéad Dillon had been added to
the scoreboard, but once Clodagh
Meclntyre hit the net for the visi-
tors, the result was inevitable.

All-Ireland champions Cork con-
tinue to be the form team in the
division with three wins from
three games, but they got more of
a challenge from Kilkenny than

the 3-17 to 0-13 final score

at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh
would suggest.

L An excellent Aoife

Norris save to deny

Orlaith Cahalane,

. allied to early points

. from the Kilkenny
- midfield duo of
Laura Murphy
and Aobha
O'Gorman,

helped to estab-

lish an early 0-6
to 0-2 lead for
the visitors.

Cahalane
didn't miss when
' she got a second
chance to hit the
o net and even

A though Kilkenny

1l

stayed in the game up to half-time,
for Cork to lead by 1-7 to (-9 after
struggling to hit the high notes felt
like a missed opportunity for the
Leinster county.

The next 20 minutes were a com-
pletely different story, with the
Rebels adding 1-7 unanswered.
Sorcha McCartan hit four points
out of her 1-7 in that run, and once:
Sapirse McCarthy got the first of
her two goals, Ger Manley's tmup'si
were out of sight and could coast
to the finish line. -

With no games in Division 1B
this weekend, the top-of-the-table
clash in Division 2A between
Offaly and Meath at 0'Connor
Park looked like the big game of
the weekend outside of the top
fight.

In a battle between two sides

that will be strong contenders for
the All-Ireland Intermediate
championship this year, six points
from Clodagh Leahy and three
from Fianait Dooley helped the
Faithful County overcome the con-
cession of 1-2 in the opening min-
utes and still record an 0-16 t0 1-10
win.
Derry’s 3-7 to 0-6 win over
Armagh and Kerry overcoming
Carlow’s eight-point interval lead
to edge a 0-15 to 2-8 thriller in
Cullen Park, means those two
counties are leading the hunt for
the second final spot, with Offaly
all but over the finish line.



Power's love of game
burns as bright ever

Camogie

Daragh O Conchdir

You know the song. Maybe you
think vou don’t, but chances are, if
Paul Simen's chorus is playing in
the background, you'll hum along.

Still crazy after all these years.

It is a little nostalgic, a little wist-
ful, but primarily, it feels defiant.
Time might take its toll, old friends
may have moved on, but the flame
still burns. ]

Sounds like Katie Power to this ob-
server. It is a stupendous 17 years
since she was called up to the Kil-
kenny senior camogie pane] after a
blue chip underage career that had
vielded five All-Irelands at minor
and U16 levels. ;

Power has been last one standing
from the 2008 team for a while now.
When Denise Gaule decamped to
Australia in 2023, the Piltown star
was the only one around from the
following season. There have been
guite a few injury battles in the
latter part of her tenure, which
malke her endurance all the more re-
markable. To that end, the 33-year-
old is being given most of the League

to clear up some niggles and freshen
up after Piltown's history-;nakn}g
first county senior championship
triumph elongated last year.

It was a result that led to the vet-
eran being named Kilkenny captain
for 2025. Anvone that knows her will
not be surprised to hear that she has
had to be persuaded to take a back
seat early in the year. Sometimes,
vou need protecting from yourself,
she acknowledges. ;

In 2019, Power broke her finger
and then it began to dislocate all too
frequently, but she played through
the pain with the help of injections
as Kilkenny reached the All-Treland
final. Just as she recovered, she suf-
fered a broken kneecap that forced
her to look on from the sideline as
the Stripeywomen finally added a
second All-Treland in 2020, having
suffered six final defeats.

She still feels the effects of that in-
jury today as one of the two screws
inserted in the joint broke and be-
came embedded in the bone. It was
determined that it would be the
lesser of two evils to leave them in,
but it can be uncomfortable at times.

Power was back on the pitch to
earn her third senior All-Ireland in
2022, to go with those five underage
redals and the intermediate club
All-Ireland won in 2014, And still she
ploughs on, this year with the arm-
band, as one by one, those she has
shared those highs and lows with

| have walked off into the sunset.

It isn’t that the thought hasn't en-
tered her head of doing likewise. But
the draw of the hurley, the sliotar,
the black and amber remains power-
ful, Consuming.

“There's obviously been great
players down through the last ten
years for Kilkenny but people come
and go, and that's just sports, isn't
it?" Power notes. “I'd probably be
lying if 1 said giving up didn’t enter
my head, especially with the injures,
but that's a short term thing. More
so if you're having a bad giay. or
you'd wake up in the morning and
you'd be sore as'a boil and you'd be
saying: ‘Why am I doing this to my-
self’ And you'd see Gaule out in Aus-
tralia, sunning herself! e A

“I feel like whenever your time 1S
done, it's done forever. There won't
be any going back on it, so I'm just
gonna try get the best out myself and
enjoy what I do while I can. I'd hate
to look back then and say: ‘Maybe 1
could have given another year.'

“Look, I would love to go off and do
a bit of traveling, but there will be
time to do that whenever the day
comes that you're not going to be
able to play the camogie.” )

Being captain is a “once-in-a-life-
time opportunity” that she appreci-
ates. Though she doesn’t want to get
too wrapped up in the notion of it
right now, she reckons it will mean
more on an emotional level in time
when she is in reflective mode.

Her leadership comes from her
time served. There were some huge
hattles with Cork over the years and
they cross swords again today at
SuperValu Paire Ui Chaoimh (2pm).
Whatever happens, she is enthusi-
astic about the future.

“Kilkenny camogie haven’t been
up to at the top table at senior where
we had been for 10 years or so. The
panel is extremely young this vear,
there is a lot of girls after being
brought in. I think that is exciting
for the next couple of years.” .,

s m®
Katie Power is wearing the armband this
timearound.  Picture: Bryan Keane/Inpho

Very Ireiand National
Camogle League
Cork v Kilkenny on
Saturday in SuperValu
Palrc Ui Chaolmh at 2pm
It's a case of contrasting
fortunes for these age old
rivals after two rounds;
Cork with 4 points and
Kilkenny yet to pick up a
point.
Paul Shefflin’s side are
down a lot of experienced
players with injuries and

. retirements and the defeat
- to Dublin in the champion-
. ship - he wasn't the man-

ager then - was seen as a
setback and it looks as if
they have yet to recover.

Galway beat them in
round 1 and while they
tested Tipperary in the
The Ragg last Saturday
they just came up short.

Kilkenny will relish the
trip to Leeside, and with
good players in Caoimhe
Dowling, Caoimhe Keher
Murtagh, Acife Norris,
Kate Nolan and Steffie
Fitzgerald, they will want
to get a win as another
defeat will see them mired
in a relegation battle with 2
games remaining.

Cork were comfortable
winners over Dublin with
Sorcha McCartan bagging
0-8, while Saoirse McCa-
rthy, Emma Murphy and
Clodagh Finn also contrib-
uted to the scoreboard.

Manager Ger Manley was
happy with the win on a
tight pitch but concerned
with the injuries picked up
especially to [zzy O'Regan.
“It's her knee hopefully
not the dreaded cruciate;
we will get her scanned
during the week, while
Ashling (Thompson) got a
bang to the head but she
look's okay.”

Getting game time into
players is important at
this time of the year:
“Very much so, Laura
(Treacy) came on today
for her first outing and
was excellent while a few
more Amy (OQ'Connor),
Katrina (Mackey), Meabh
(Cahalane) and Clions
(Healy) have yet to come-
back but some might be
available next week.”

Kilkenny may be point-
less but Ger is expecting a
tough game. “For sure we
all know what Kilkenny
teams bring and they will
be determined to geta win
to kick start their year, but

we will be just as keen to
maintain our momen-
tum.”

The depth in the squad
is important even without
a few players and Libby
Coppinger played football
last weekend and should
be available this week; add
in Laura Hayes, Orlaith
Cahalane, Hannah Looney
and Meabh Murphy and
it'’s hard to see Kilkenny
denying Cork a 3rd win.

The key game in the
group will be the meeting
of Tipperary and Galway
on Saturday; if Galway
win it would reduce the
holders Tipp's chance of
reaching the final, as they
drew with Dublin in round
1, and a Cork win would
then make the last couple
of game interesting.

The top two will contest
the final and the picture
will become a lot clearer
after the weekend games.

-

Cork’s Meabh Cahalane breaks out of defence past Kilkenny's Jlu

__.':_E 4&-: ! S ! :

0°Gorman, during their Very Camogie League Division 1A dash, at

SuperValu Péirc Ui Chaoimh.

Picture: David Keane

Cork fire three goals
to see off Kilkenny

~ CAMOGIE
# Rory Noonan

Cork 3-17
Kilkenny 0-13

Cork made it three wins from
three after they beat Kilkenny in
their Very Division 1A clash at
SuperValu Pdirc Ui Chaoimh.
As expected they got a battle
from the Cats and were lucky to
be in front at half-time, as the visi-
tors played the better camogie
far long periods of the first half.
Cork were slow to settle and
would be the first to admit that
performance was nowhere near
the high standards they expect
of themselves. Kilkenny can take
credit for some of that with some
superbtackling and score-taking
as they gave Cork notime to. -
settle. :
The second half was a different
affair with Saoirse McCarthy,
Hannah Looney, and Millie Con-
don leading by example as Cork
ran out deserving winners.
Laura Murphy put Kilkenny in
front and her midfield pariner,
Aobha O'Gorman, doubled their
lead in the second minute. '
The Cats were fast to settle and
went further in front through
Aoife Prendergast, before Cork
had their first scoring chance.
A great ball from Sorcha McCar-
tan played Orlaith Cahalane in,
but Acife Noris saved superbly
to deny her a goal.
McCartan got Cork off the mark
after seven minutes with Kate
Wall adding their second from
the restart.
A free from Prendergast put two
between the sides as the visitors:
led by 0-4 to 0-2 after 10 min-
utes.
Kilkenny kept piling on the
pressure and O'Gorman landed
another point to put three be-
tween the sides and Steffi
Fitzgerald increased their lead.
Cork started to wake up and Ca-
halane made sure with her sec-
ond goal attempt, giving Nomis
no chance to make it 0-6 to 1-2.
Prendergast and McCarthy ex-
changed frees before Cahalane
pointed to level it after 21 min-
utes.
Wall got her second point to put
the Rebels in front for the first
time as Cork started to move the
ball with more accuracy.
McCartan extended their lead
from a free before Murphy hit
Iback with a magnificent peint
from distance for Kilkenny.
1A long ball'in from Murphy fell
dangerously around the square
and after a scramble, Amy Lee
took the ball off the line to deny

Ithe Cats a goal.

McCartan pointed for Cork, with

1%
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Cork’s Laura Treacy keeps pos-
session as Kilkenny's Aoife Pren-

dergast dloses in.

=

Cagimhe Keher-Murtagh reply-
ing just before half-ime to see
the Rebels lead 1-7 to 0-9 at the
break.
Cahalane got the first score of
the second half as Cork upped
their game.
McCartan added another before
Emma Murphy scored, while on
as a blood sub for Wall.
McCartan added another from a
free and repeated the feat in the
43rd minute as Cork now led by
1-12t0'0-9.
Katrina Mackey announced her
retum to action with a point be-
fore a magnificent solo goal from
McCarthy put the result beyond
doubt. Clodagh Finn added a
point as Cork led by 2-14 to 0-9
with 12 minutes remaining.
Niamh Deely got Kilkenny's first
score of the second half after 50
minutes with Asha McHardy ad-
ding another. s
McCarthy, with her second goal,
McCartan, and Ava Fitzgerald
were among the late scorers for
Cork as they ran out deserving
winners after a stern test.
Scorers for Cork: S McCarthy 2-1 (041
1}, S McCartan 0-7 {0-4 f), O Cahalana 1-
2, K Mackey, K Wall 0-2 each, C Finn, A
Fitzgerald, E Murphy 0-1 each,
Kilkenny: A Prendergast (0-21), L
Murphy [0-1 45) 0-3 each, A O'Gorman,
C Keher Murtagh 0-2 each, & Fitzgerald,
N Deely, A McHardy 0-1 each.
CORIK: A Lee; M Murphy, P Mackey, M
Cahalane; H Loonay, L Treacy, L Hayes:
A Thompson, M Cenden; S McCarthy, K
Wall, C O'Sullivan; O Gahalane, S
MeCartan, C Finn. :
Subs: K Mackey for C O'Sullivan, E
Murphy for I Wall [bs} (both 38), E
Murphy for M Gondon (40), A Fitzgerald
for K Wall (48}, 0 Mullins for O Cahalane,
R Harty for H Looney (bath 55).
KILKENNY: A Nosis; M Teehan, T
Fitzgerald, C Phelan; N Desly, C Dowl-
ing, D Quiglay; L Murphy, A O'Gorman;
M C'Gonnell, S Fitzgerald, K Doyle; C
Keher Murtagh, L Green, A Prendergast.
Subs: Cﬂéh:noy'fwﬂ O‘Gom: g:aa
for M Teehan (45), § m&ﬁam
dargast (51).

Reforee: Ray Keily, Kidare.




Waterford record first win,

O'Regan blow for Cork

~ Camogie

Kevin Egan

Division 1A of the Very
National Camogie League
feels like it has split into two
sections with two rounds to
go, with Cork, Tipperary and
Galway hunting final spots
while Kilkenny, Waterford,
and Dublin are in the rel-
egation mix.

Waterford have the advan-
tage in the battle to avoid the

drop after they capitalised on

top- nf—the ground conditions
in Parnell Park to record their
first win of the season, 3-16 to
0-12 over Dublin.

Deéise manager Jerry Wal-
lace said his team are exactly
where they planned to be,
heading into the fortnight's
break.

“We knew that we had Cork
and Galway, the two best
teams in the cnuntrjr at the

moment, up first,” said the
Midleton native.
“We said that we'd get a few

nuggets out of those, and we
got what we wanted, we didn't
get destroyed by anvone, and
we had today's game targeted.

We were fresh, disciplined,

ready to go and the players
came here with the right
frame of mind.”

Waterford rode their luck a
little with their first two goals,
initially when Niamh Rockett
tried to catch Abby Flynn's
shot but instead deflected it
past Eimear Hurley in the
Dublin net, then again when
Lorraine Bray shot for a point
only to see the sliotar rebound
off the crossbar, into Hurley
and back over the goal line.

Their third goal was well
crafted, with Flynn picking
ont Mairéad O'Brien for a
close-range finish, and Water-
ford continued to score freely,
led by Rockett (1-5) and Beth
Carton (0-6).

“We wanted to play our own
game today, te move the ball
guickly through the lines and
‘plﬂ? positively, and we got a
zood return from that,” Wal-
lace explained. “We said that
improving our efficiency was
key, not to pull the tngger
until the score was on.”

o
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Cork’s Laura Treacy keeps the ball
as Kilkenny's Aoife Prendergast
doses in during their Division 1A
clash at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh.

Picture: David Keane
Right: Dublin’s Claire Gannon
tackles Waterford's Orla Hickey at
Parnell Park.

Picture: Leah Scholes

At the other end of the table,
champions Tipperary gave
themselves a huge shot in the
arm inadvance of what's sure
to be a titanic battle with Cork
at The Ragg in a fortmght
Clodagh MclIntyre’s goal
clinching a 2-14 to 1-13 win
over Galway in Kilbeacanty.

It was a game of two halves
in the South Galway venue,
with 23 of the game’s 30 scores
arriving in the opening half.

Niamh Mallon and Caoimhe
Kelly helped Galway to start

well and lead by three, but
Grace O'Brien added a stop-
page time goal to her seven

CHMDGIE

B'Hury-l'nlnunan .

first-half points to make it 1-11
to0-11 at the interval.
The workrate, as particu-

. bﬂk‘mﬁ

larly illustrated by the out-
standing half-back trio of Mai-
réad Eviston, Caoimhe
MecCarthy, and Sarah Corco-
ran, as well as the Casey Hen-
nessy around the middle
third, really pleased Tipp
manager Denis Kelly.

“We started slowly and gave
Galway a bit too much room so
when we picked it up midway
through the first half, we got
back on level terms and then
that goal was a sucker punch,”
Kelly said.

“At this time of year, when
the ball hits the ground there
will be a lot of rucks, you want
to come out on top of those, We
turned them back towards
their own goals a few times
when they were coming out
from their own goal, that was
very pleasing to see.”

It was also a game of two
halves at SuperValu Paire Ui
Chaoimh, where Kilkenny
were well in contention at the
break, 1-7 to 0-9 adrift, but
were blown away in the next
20 minutes before falling to a
3-17 to 0-18 loss to Ger Man-
lev's All-Ireland champions.

“We settled in the second
haif, we worked hard, but Kil-
kenny are a different level to
what we've played already.
They're doing great work, but
we showed that we have
quality in there, we got three
great goals and defensively we
were sound,” was Manley's
take on Cork’s win.

Qrlaith Cahalane’s goal
undid Kilkenny's fast start,
while Saoirse McCarthy hit
the net twice after half-time to
ensure that the Rebels have
now won their three games by
a double-digit average margin.

“We were probably a bit
leggy in the first half because
we trained hard this week, but
now we have two weeks, we
can work hard and then give
them a few days coming into
the game. Tipp are very differ-
ent up in The Ragg, but that
game will stand to our girls."

However, Manley confirm-
ed Izzy O'Regan will ph\ no
more inter-county camogie in
2025 following a cruciate liga-
ment injury sustained in last
E;ekend's victory over Dub-

" as a senior player.

~ Cork were granted a derogation for one year
only, in 2024, from this rule.

‘iﬂ“&ﬁ a lower-grade:

d eumsth{asea:- uhnmpjanshl in the same year. This a I;esté
4 etitions; eg, ¢ ﬂtmﬂ%ﬂw
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So under the rule, if a player decided to play
_at divisional level, the likes uf St Vincent's Amy
0’Connor or Brian Dillon’s Niamh O'Leary,
i thes‘muldn’t return to club duty afterwards.

tives wmh~

bs and divisional representa
d by the board at a meeting this week and

: ¢h ' Gﬁ:::m i : ‘aigasr. one divisigllxm has talread{h informed
uusu layer w ona ) players they won't be entering the chamipion-
a  team at ans,p gl:-ada, = tted to nﬁ‘; ship this season, with all others expecte to fol-
-,-a't?th'a-lt_lmpmg_i& ﬂmrﬂuh as they low.
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remain pointless in league

VERY CAMOGIE LEAGUE
DIVISION 1A

CORK! 347
KILKENNY] 013

Despite playing well for long
periods, Kilkenny fell to a
third successive defeat in the
Very Camogie League when
going down to All-Ireland
champions Cork at Paire Ui
Chaoimh on  Saturday
afternoon.

As expected Cork got a
battle from the Cats and were
lucky to be in front at half
time, as the visitors had
played much the better
camogie for long periods of
the first 30 minutes.

Kilkenny raced into an
early advantage and before
Orlaith Cahalane netted for
Cork the Cats looked the
better side with Stefli
Fitzgerald, Aobha O'Gorman
and  Aoife  Prendergast
standing out for the visitors.

But the second half was a
different affair with the likes
of Saoirse McCarthy, Hannah
Looney, and Millie Condon
leading by example as Cork
ran out deserving winners in
the end.

Laura  Murphy  put
Kilkenny in front and her
midfield partner; Aobha
O'Gorman, doubled their
lead in the second minute.

TheCatswere fast tosettle
and went further in front
through Aoife Prendergast,
before Cork had their first
real scovingchance. .

A great ball from Sorcha
McCartan played Orlaith
Cahalane in, bul Aoife Norris
saved superbly to deny her a
goal.

Aoife Prendergast stood out for the Cats

Despite a good battle Kilkenny fell to old foes Cork in the latest round of the senior camogie league PICTURES: LEAH SCHOLES/INPHO

MeCartan got Cork off the |

mark after seven minutes
with Kate Wall adding their
second from the restart.

A free from Prendergast
put two points between the
sides as the visitors led by 0-4.
to 0-2 with 10 minutes gone.
PRESSURE

Kilkenny kept. piling on
the pressure and O'Gorman
landed another to put three
between the sides.

Steffi Fitzgerald increased
their lead as the Cats were
playing the better camogie at
this stage,

Cork then started to wake
up and Orlaith Cahalane
made sure with her second
goal attempt, this time giving
Morris no chance to save, to
makeito-6to1-2.

- Prendergast and Saoirse
MecCarthy exchanged frees
before Cahalane pointed to
level it after 21 minutes.

Wall got her second point
to put the Rebels in front for
the first time as Cork started
to move the ball with more
accuracy.

MeCartan extended their
lead from a free before
Murphy hit back with a
magnificent point  from
distance for Kilkenny.
DANGEROUS

~ Alongballin from Murphy
fell dangerously around the
square and after a scramble,
Amy Lee took the ball off the
line to deny the Catsagoal.

McCartan pointed for
Cork, with Caoimhe Keher
Murtagh replying just before
half-time to see the Rebels
lead by 1-7 Lo 0-g at the break.

Cahalane got the first
score of the second half as
Cork visibly upped their
game, no doubt after some
strong words at the break
from their management
team.

McCartan added another
before =~ Emma  Murphy
scored, while on as a blood
sub for Wall.

MeCartan added another

from a free and repeated the

feat in the 43rd minute as
Cork now led by 1-12 to 0-9.

Katrina Mackey
announced her return to
action with a point before a
magnificent solo goal from
Saoirse McCarthy put the
result beyond doubt.

Clodagh Finn added a
point as Cork now led by 2-14
to ©0-g with 12 minutes
remaining.

Niamh Deely got
Kilkenny's first score of the

second half after 50 minutes
with Asha McHardy adding
another.

McCarthy, with her
second goal, McCartan and
Ava Fitzgerald were among
the late scorers for Cork as
they ran out: deserving
winners in the end after a
stern test . from their
opponents.

While disappointed with
the result, Kilkenny manager
Tommy Shefflin will have see
plenty of positives especially
in how they performed in the
first half. While they need to
start getting points on board,
all is not yet lost for them -
even if relegation looks a bi
possibility. :

The Cats will return to
action withahometieagainst
Waterford in a fortnight's
time where a viectory now
looks amust.

TEAMS AND SCORERS

Cork - Saoirse McCarthy (2-1 (0-1
free); Sorcha McCartan (0-7, 0-4
free); Orlaith Cahalane (1-2);

Katrina Mackey, Kate Wall (0-2
gach); Clodagh Finn, Ava Fitzgerald, _
Emma Murphy (0-1 each).

Kilkenny - Aoife Prendergast (0-3,
0-2 frees); Laura Murphy (0-3, 0-1
45); Aobha 0'Gorman, Cacimhe

The Cats will
return to action
with a home tie
against
Waterford in a
fortnight's time
where a victory

Keher Murtagh (0-2 each); Steffi
Fitzgerald, Niamh Deely, Asha
McHardy (0-1 each). -

Cork - Amy Lee; Meabh Murphy,
Pamela Mackey, Meabh Cahalane;
Hannah Looney, Laura Treacy, Laura
Hayes; Ashling Thompson, Millie
Condon; Sacirse McCarthy, Kate
Wall, Ciara 0'Sullivan; Orlaith
Cahalane, Sorchia McCartan,
Clodagh Finn. Subs: Katrina Mackey
for C 0'Sullivan, 38 mins; Emma
Murphy for Wall, 38 mins; Emma
Murphy for Condon, 40 mins; Ava
Fitzgerald for Wall, 48 mins; Orlaith
Mullins for O Cahalane, 35 mins;
Rachel Harty for Loongy, 55 mins.
Kilkenny - Acife Norris (Piltown);
Michelle Teehan (James Stephens),
Tiffanie Fitzgerald (Young Irelands),

— P2y Watorford in their next game

now looks 2 must  Tommy Shefflin will be hoping for better fortunes when his side

Ciara Phelan (Dicksboro); Niamh

- Deely (James Stephens), Caoimhe

Dowling (Dicksbora), Danielle
Quigley (0'Loughlin Gaels); Laura
Murphy (0'Loughlin Gaels), Aobha
0'Gorman (Dicksbora); Mary
0'Connell (Clara), Steffi Fitzgerald
(Young Irelands}, Kellyann Doyle
(Piftown); Cacimhe Keher Murtagh
(Rower Inistioge), Laura Greene
(0'Loughlin Gaels), Aoife
Prendergast (Dicksboro). Subs:
Claire Doheny (St Brigid's) for
0'Connell, h/t; Asha McHardy
(Dicksharo) for A 0'Gorman, 44
mins: Ava Brett (St Brigid's) for
Teehan, 45 mins; Sophie 0'Dwyer -
(James Stephens) for Prendergast,

51 mins.
Referee - Ray Kelly (Kildare).



"émméTJ;mgy suffer
first defeat as

Tipp are tops

B Tribeswomen pay the price

for poor second-half display

GALWAY 1-13
TIPPERARY 2-14

EANNA O'REILLY
IN KILBEAGANTY

GALWAY suffered their first de-
feat of this year's National

Camogie League when a strong -

Tipperary side overcame the
Tribeswomen for the third
consecutive year in this com-
petition, when a poor second-
half display cost Cathal Mur-
ray’s charges in Kilbeacanty, as
the visitors deservedly claimed
the spoils,

After a strong opening quar-
ter, Galway's challenge faded,
and they struggled to keep
pace with a lively Tipp outfit.
Playing with the wind in the
opening half, the home side
made a promising start, with
the first three points of the
game, as Madiréad Dillon,
Niamh Mallon, and Ailish
O'Reilly raised white flags in-

side the opening four minutes. -

Tipp's Grace O'Brien
pointed two frees in response,
before the lively Caoimhe Kelly
struck two points from the left
wing, to leave Galway ahead by
0-5 to 0-2 after 11 minutes.

The visitors stayed in touch
with scores from Jean Kelly and
O'Brien (free), but Galway can-
celled those out with Canimhe
Kelly’s third point and an ex-
cellent score from Aine Keane
from the right wing. However,
Denis Kelly’s charges domi-
nated the next 10 minutes,
outscoring the home side by 0-
410 0-1.

With Caoimhe Maher de-
ployed in a withdraw role,
Tipp began to win more ball in
the middle third, while their
full-forward line also caused
problems for Galway. Roisin
Howard and O’Brien (0-3, two
frees) made their dominance
count on the scoreboard, while
Olwen Rabbitte replied with a
good score at the other end.

With 25 minutes played, the
sides were tied at 0-8 apiece,
and the remainder of the half

was very evenly contested. The-

teams went point-for-point,
with Carrie Dolan (0-2, 0-1f)
and Mallon tallying for Galway.
O'Brien added a 45 for Tipp,

while wing-backs Cacimhe Mc-
Carthy and Sarah Corcoran
struck two impressive long-
range efforts.

The visitors got a major
boost shortly before half-time,
when a long delivery broke off
Tipp forward Mary Bourke,
into the hand of O’Brien, who.
blasted ashot past Sarah Healy
to the net, Galway were behind
for the first time in the game,
as the sides went into the in-
terval with Tipp leading by 1-11
to 0-11.

Playing with the wind'in the
second-half, the visitors soon
‘went on the attack, with a shot
on goal from Maher drawing a
terrific save from Sarah Healy.
At the other end, Dillon got
onto a long delivery from
Olwen Rabbitte and impres-
sively fired to the net. This goal
failed to  spark  the
Tribeswomen, however, and
they failed to score again for
the next 20 minutes.

'WE HAVE TWO BIG
GAMES COMING UP
IN THE NEXT THREE
WEEKS, AND WE'LL
KNOW WHERE WE
ARE AFTER THAT

During the same period,
Tipp added 1-2 to their tally and

left the home side chasing the

game. Tipp’s half-back trio be-
came dominant, with centre-
back Mairéad Eviston in par-
ticular, having an excellent
second-half.

O'Brien pointed two frees,
before Clodagh McIntyre made
a pacey run and cut through
the Galway defence before fir-
ing a low shot to the net.

Galway found themselves
five points down late in the sec-
ond-half after a poor 20-
minute spell. The home side
repeatedly wasted possession
by taking on long-range shots
into the wind which dropped
into the hand of Tipp ‘keeper
Laura Leenane. Galway were
also guilty of overplaying the
ball on numerous occasions

and drawing pressure on
themselves in possession.

Dolan (free) and Olwen Rab-
bitte tallied injury time points,
either side of O'Brien's eighth
free for Tipp, as the contest pe-
tered out. Overall, Denis
Kelly’s charges were deserved
winners and maintained their
unbeaten start to the league.

Galway struggled with Tipp's
pacey full-forward line, while
their midfield and half-forward
lines were dominated by the
visitors in the second-half. On
the day, the Tribeswomen's
strongest performers were
Ciara Hickey, Emma Helebert,
Olwen Rabbitte, Niamh Mal-
lon, Mairéad Dillon, and
Caoimhe Kelly (first half).

After the game, Murray was
disappointed with the result
and was hoping that lessons
would be learned before Gal-
way's round four clash with
Dublin on Saturday week,
March 22,

“There are definitely a few Niamh Mallon goes on the attack for Galway as Tipperary’s Eimear Loughman gives chase.

things we'll have to look at
from today,” he said. “We were
outworked for a long time. We
created scoring chances, but
we just didn’t take them, and
we gave away two soft goals as
well. It's important to learn
from this today. We did some
things well, but we didn’t kick
on after Mairéad's [Dillon]
goal, which was disappointing.
“I think we dropped five
balls into the [Tipperary]
goalie’s hand in the second-
half, These are the things we
have to learn from. Dublin in
two weeks is going to be an-
other big game, and hopefully
we’ll improve from today.
“Overall, we're reasonably
happy with the progress dur-
ing the league so far. We've
given game time to a lot of
players and training js going
well. Acife Donohue is back to
full training at this stage and
Siobhéan Gardiner isn’t far be-
hind her. We have two big
games coming-up in the next
three weeks, and we'll know
where we are after that,” he

said.

Galway: Sarah Healy; Shauna Healy,
D Higgins, R Hanniffy; E Helebert, C
Hickey, K Manning; A Keana (0-1), O
Rabbitte (0-2); S Rabbitte, A O'Reifly
(01}, C Dolan (0-3, 0-21); M Dillon {1-1),
M Mallon (0-2}, C Kally (0-3). Subs:"
AM Starr for S Rabbitte (4Bmins), N

Niland for C'Reilly (52mins), T
Cannéng for Keane (57mins), A Kelly
for Manning (58mins).
Tipperary: L Leanane; J Bourke, E
Loughman, C Quirke; C McCarthy (0-
1), M Eviston, 8 Corcoran (04); G
Hennessy, N Treacy: C Mcintyre (1-0).
M Bourke, R Howard (0-1); J Kelly (0-
1), G O'Brien (110, 0-81, 0-1'45), C
Maher. Subs: L Purcell for Treacy
{44mins), E Helfernan for Bourke
{48mins), N Cunneen for Kelly
{48mins}), E Cunneen for Hennossy
(6Imins).

Referes: Brian Kearnay (Kildare),

Mairead Dillon gets her shot away as Cacimhe Mcintyre cloéés in.

PHOTOS: MICHAEL GOUGH
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Cork's Clodagh Finn battles with Kilkenny’s Ciara Phelan, during their
Very Camogie League Division 1A clash at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh.

Manley happy wit

Picture: David Keane

YWiIN

but concermed about
Cork's slow start _

CAMOGIE
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Cork senior camogie side
made it three from three in the
Very Division 1A National
League following their win
over Kilkenny.

It took a quality second half
showing to ensure they came
otit on top by 3-17 to 0-13, with
Saoirse McCarthy getting two
of the goals and Orlaith Cahal-
ane the other.

Manager Ger Manley was
happy to keep the winning run
going but also confirmed that
lzzy O'Regan is out for the rest
of the season with a eruciate
ligament injury,

I thought we'd a very good
second-half and once we
settled after the first 15 or 16
minutes we did okay,” said
Manley.

“Kilkenny are a very good
side and there is nothing be-
fween us really and in the first
half, in particular, when we
needed it T thought Orlaith Ca-
halane was outstanding, She
kept us in touch, but look
that's what vou get, we made a
few changes and we coped well
with their play.

“Everybody did well and
worked hard, but Kilkenny
are a different level to the
teams we played already so we
knew it was going to be a
tough challenge.

“This was a step up from the
previous two matches. You
could see it early on, it took us
a while to settle, but once we
did we managed the game
very well then.

*Thompson (Ashling) had a
great second-half there as did
Laura Tracey. Mackie (Katri-
na Mackey) came on and it
was good to see her back and I
thought she did very well.
Kate Wall did well, as did
others, and the big thing for
me was to get some game time
into them.

“We still needed to win and I
thought we were deserving
winners in the end.”

Cork were deserving
winners but Manley said the
players expect high standards

lof each other and would be far
from happy with their start,

i o] I', A
Cork’s Laura Hayes breaks past
Kilkenny's Kellyann Doyle.

Picture: David Keane

He put it down to a few fac-
tors, including that they may
have been slightly out in their
timing for the warm-up,

“We will have to look at
that, our time coming out on
to the pitch, we just need to
sort that out, We are delighted
to be down here (SuperValu
Pédire Ui Chaoimh), the sur-
face is really good.,

Tough

“I would have hated to have
played Kilkenny in a tight
pitch like the one last week in
Dublin. It was a tough game
and you can see Kilkenny are
doing great work but look we
still showed we have quality.

"8aoirse got two great goals
and Orlaith got a super one in
the first half and we probably
could have had one or two
more. But we'll take the win
and prepare for Tipperary
now."”

Manley also confirmed Izzy
O'Regan’s injury and said he
was devastated for her.

“I was devasted for her
when we found out it was her
cruciate. She's been a main-
stay of the team since I've
been involved and it’s just so
uqfnrtunate for her,

She can play anywhere
and is a special player. We al-
ready lost Lucy Kelly to a
similar injury so it's another
blow to the squad.”

Cork’s Meabh Cahalane breaks out of defence past Kilkenny’s Aobha

0’Gorman at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh.

Picture: David Keane

Cahalane delighted to
be back and keep Cork
winning run going

Cork continued their winning
run in the Very Division 1A
National League with a 3-17 to
0-13 win over Kilkenny at
SuperValu Paire Ui Chaoimh.

It was a good win in the end
but for long stretches of the
first half the Cats played the
better camogie, but in the end
Cork’s class came through,

They outscored their oppo-
nents by 2-10 to 0-4 in the see-
ond half to emerge as comfort-
able winners,

It was another step up for
the Rebels and follows on from
wins over Waterford and Dub-
lin already.

Captain for the season,
Meabh Cahalane, made her
return to the starting line-up
and they needed her tenacity
and leadership in defence
early on.

Meabh was delighted to be
back on the pitch as she re-
covered from a slight injury
that ruled her out of the first
two games.

“Yea delighted to be playing,
that's what it’s all about at this
time of year, getting in as
many games as you can and
unfortunately I missed the
first two games, but it was
good to be back for today and
it was a good, tough encounter
with Kilkenny," said Meabh.

Turning to their perform-
ance, which overall was
superb, but they had a very
poor start by their standards

and were it now for a goal

from her sister, Orlaith, they
could have been behind at half
time.

“We went in at half time and
we weren't happy either indi-
vidually or collectively and we
kind of worked out what we

CAMOGIE
E Rory Noonan

needed to do and the main
thing that we really needed to
do was just to work harder.

“We had to tray and get on
the ball and get it up to our for-
wards as much as we could. So
vou know, Ifelt like we kind of
come took control of it there in
the second-half.

“Laura Treacy swept up a
lot of ball at the back and you
know, we worked it out and
finished strongly.

“Kilkenny are a guality side
and we knew this was going to
be a tough challenge it was al-
ways going to be a tougher
challenge than the last two
games.

“Kilkenny are an extremely
physical team and they play
really direct. So that probably
is something different than
we've come up against so far
as this year.

“Tipperary probably play a
similar stvle so it's good to
have that game going into an-
other tough battle against
them in two weeks time.

“We have two more tough
pames left in the league so it's
good to have three wins at this
stage. You could see players
coming on today to make a dif-
ference, Katrina Mackey came
on as did Emma Murphy and
others to all play their part in
the win.

“The bench.are coming in
and having an impact every
week so that's good for us.
There is a lot of competition at
training and the next two
games will tell a lot,” con-
cluded Meabh. :

The Cork team before playing Kilkenny in the Very Camogie League

Division 1A game, at Pairc Ui Chaoimh

Picture: David Keane

Semtfinal

spot onthe

line for Rebels and Gats
in table-topping dash

The Cork minor camogie team
head to MW Hire Dunmore,
Kilkenny tomorrow at 2pm for
a top-of-the-table clash in
their last game of the round
robin series in the Electric Ire-
land All-Treland camogie
championship. :

Both sides are on level
points at the top, having won
and drawn a game each.

Tipperary are on their heels
in second place having lost out
to Kilkenny.

With two groups of four
teams, the group winners will
progress straight to the semi-
finals with the third and
fourth in each group prog-
ressing to the guarter S0
the battle is on for the top spot.

Tipperary take on Dublin
and will be expected to win
that game and that would put
them on five points, they will
be hoping that Cork and Kil-
kenny ends ina draw and they
it would all come down to
scoring averages, but both
Cork and Kilkenny will be
having none of that and they
will be going flat out for a win
that will see them top the
group and straight into a semi-
final

Corkhad an 0-18 to 0-5 win
over Dublin to record their
first win having drawn with
Tipperary.

Last weekend, Kilkenny
had to battle to the finish to
get a draw with Tipperary so
indications are that little is be-
tween Cork, Tipperary and
Kilkenny.

Cork have been going well
and with a win and a draw to
their eredit. They will push to
get over the line and book
their place in the last four.

Captain Rachel Murphy
leads a determined squad
against Dublin. Cork had
eight players on the score:
sheet, something that pleased
manager Mossie O'Sullivan.

Shauna Cronin has been un-
erring form placed balls and
this is something that is vital
for any side.

Rachel Murphy, Tara
Goulding, Ali Mulkerrins, and
Caoilainn Ryan have been
performing well,

Against Dublin, the Cork
defenice whilst not over
worked, did well to contain
anything Dublin threw at
them.

Kilkenny looked to have
done enough against Tipper-
ary, but a long-range pointed
Caoimhe Stakelum free from

Corl's Ava McAuliffe attacks the
Dublin goal during the Electric
Ireland Minor Championship
match at Castle Road.

Picture: David Creedon
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way back in her own half drew
the game with the final puck
to earn Tipperary a draw.

Ona Kennedy, Rachel Phe-
lan, Ciara 0'Shea, Aisling
(’Sullivan, and Emily Phelan
are big plavers for Kilkenny
and David Maher will be push-
ing them to the limits to se-
cure the semi-final spot,

On Sunday last, the Cork
Ul6 camogie team got their bid
for a place in the last four back
on track having lost out in
their first game to Galway
they overcame Dublin 2-11 to
0-8 to go into third place in the

table behind Galway and Kil-
kenny. :

At half time, Cork led 0-6 to
0-3 and two second half goals
from Lea Melliouin ensured

they stayed in front with Leah
Ryan, Leah Hanigan, Cliona
Harte, Lexi Manley, Stephanie
Dwyer, Meabh Fitzgerald, and
Sophie Gunn all on the score
sheet. X :

Cork play Kilkenny today in
Castle Road at 2pm in the
game that was postponed due

to weather three weeks ago.

Kilkenny with two wins
from two games are going
well.

They recorded a 1-16to 2-11
victory over Limerick to get
their campaign off to a win-
ning start and they followed it
up with a 1-10 to 0-6 win over
Tipperary.

Also today, Tipperary meet
Limerick and both will need a
result to stay in the hunt.

Cork’s Avril Cagney clears the ball out of defence as she is dosed down
by Dublin’s Abbie Kenny during the Electric Ireland Minor Champion-

'ship match at Castle Road.

Picture: David Creedon




‘Saoirseis a brilliant hurler,

Cork boss

tull of praise
for two-goal
hero Saoirse
McCarthy
after latest
league win
CORK - 3-17
KILKENNY 0-13
BY GER McCARTHY

TWO Saoirse McCarthy goals
ensured Cork’s unblemished
Very Camogie Division 1A
League record remains intact
following victory over Kilkenny
at Pdire Ui Chaoimh.

Leading by one point (1-7 to
0-9) at the interval, a resurgent

Cork made it three Division 1A
League wins in as many outings
thanks to a much-improved sec-
ond half performance.

Outscoring their opponents

2-10 to 0-4 after the break, a
brace of goals from Courcey Rov-
ers’ Saoirse McCarthy and Or-
laith Cahalane’s 1-2 ensured the
Rebels stayed top of the table,

‘Saoirse is just a brilliant hurl-
er, Cork manager Ger Manley
told The Southern Star.

‘Her first goal today really
kicked off the game. She's got
that ability to just take off. She's
a great finisher as well,

‘Saoirse is up in Dublin at the
moment so we don't see as much
of her but, clearly, she is looking
after herself. When she gets back
down to Cork to be able to work
full-time with us again, she is
only going to get better.

There are two games to go in
the round-robin section of this
year's league with Cork travel-
ling to second-placed Tipperary
next. Third-placed Galway visit

‘Libby Coppinger hasa
broken finger, but we
hopeto have herbackin
action in the next three
or four weeks'

Leeside on March 29th by which
time Manley and his players will
hopefully have secured a league
final berth.

‘Those two games will be sim-
ilar to last year’s final round of
league fixtures and will be two
tough games for us again,’ Man-
ley added.

“Tipperary beat us down the
park and Galway beat us above in
Athenry. Look, that’s why we set
out to win our first three league

games this year and we have.

Alas, it isn't all good news. In-
juries to key players, including
lzzy O’Regan and St Colum's
Libby Coppinger, means Manley
will have to chop and change his

Cork camogie sideina
good place right now

Three games in and the Very
Division 1A camogie league
table couldn't read any better
for Cork: -

They top the table on nine
points, with three wins out of
three and have a plus scoring
average of 39.

Over the course of the first

three games they have im-
proved with every outing.
Manager Ger Manley said re-
cently that they found it hard
to get challenge games pre-
season, so until the league
started he didn’t really know
where they were at.

That says a lot about the re-
spect other counties have for
Cork, in that they don't even
want to play them in a chal-
lenge game, not to mind a
competitive one.

For now, Manley can be
happy with progress to date,
but knows there is a long cam-
paign ahead, if Cork are to re-
tain their Munster and All-Ire-
land championship titles.

They could have been de-
fending the league title as
well, bar an off day in Galway
where they left their shooting
boots back home in Cork.

It was one of those games
where little or nothing went
right for the Rebels and the
players are well aware of that.

Like all sides, they arenotat
their best just yet, but are al-
ready playing with a confi-
dence that is going to make
them hard to beat.

Across the three games so
far more than 30 players have
been given game time and
there are others yet to make
their first appearance of the
SEaAs0N.

The likes of Katrina Mackey
and Meabh Cahalane re-
turned for the Kilkenny clash
and others, like Amy O'Con-
nor and Cliona Healy, have
vet to make an appearance as
they are overcoming injuries.

There have been a few
pleasing parts to Cork's games
and among them has been
their ability to adapt to differ-

Katrina Mackey, in

action against Gal
welcome return to the Cork side against Kilkenny.
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ent styles of camogie, while
not deviating from their own.

Their league opener against
Waterford was a great game of
camogie, with Cork deing
most of the damage in the first
half. :

But their second game
against Dublin was a different
affair. On a narrow and short
pitch it was a far more physi-
cal encounter.

The Dubs were far stronger
than Waterford in that respect
and put it up to Cork, but,
again, the Rebels responded
and didn’t allow the small
pitch or the players to bully
them in any way.

They stood up when they
had to and let Dublin know
they weren't going to be
pushed around in any way.

It was double scores in the
end and that encounter will
have brought them on a lot for
the final two league ties
against Tipperary and Gal-
way.

Their last outing was
against Kilkenny and for most
of the first half Cork were out-
played and outclassed.

A goal kept them in touch
and with a strong last few min-
utes Cork led by a point at half
time.

After the break they started
to play the type of camogie
they are capable of and won
well in the end.

So after three games Cork
are playing with a confidence
that you need to win.

Of course, it hasn’t been all
positives and the loss of lzzy
O’'Regan to a cruciate liga-
ment injuryis a massive blow
to Cork. A versatile defender,
she will be missed over the
eoming months.

But with Laura Treacy and
Cahalane back, and a few
others to follow, Cork can look
forward to the coming weeks
full of confidence,

way's Emma

Helebert, de a
Picture: INFHO
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Injurec: Libby Coppinger.

line-up over the coming weeks.
‘It is hugely disappointing to
lose Izzy O'Regan to a cruciate
ligament injury, Manley said.
‘Idon’t know whatitiswiththe
cruciates because we lost Lucy
Kelly tothe same injury earlier in
theyear. Izzy’s probably been one
of our most consistent players
since I have been involved.
'Libby Coppinger has abroken
finger, whichis also unfortunate,
but we hope to have her back in
action in the next three or four
weeks.
Last Saturday, Kilkenny set-
tled quickly and were ahead

sheis only going to get better’

thanks to early Laura Murphy,
Aobha O'Gorman and Aoife
Prendergast scores. Orlaith Ca-
halane was denied a goal by Kilk-
enny goalkeeper Aoife Norris
shortly after.

Cork kept pressing and re-
duced the deficit to a single
point once Sorcha McCartan
and Kate Wall found their range.
Kilkenny's response was swift
as Prendergast and O’Gorman
frees plus a fine Steffi Fitzgerald
point made it 0-6 to 0-2 just past
the quarter-hour mark.

Creditably, despite being un-
able to settle into their usnal
rhythm, the hosts hit back when
Cahalane fired into the net. The
same player raised a white flag

“after Aoife Prendergast and Sao-

irse McCarthy had exchanged
frees.

Then, a free-flowing Cork hit
the front for the first time thanks
to Kate Wall. The opening half
concluded amid a welter of ex-
citement as Amy Lee cleared off
her goal-line. Two Sorcha McCa-

rtan scores handed Cork a 1-7 to
0-9lead after Laura Murphy and
Caoimhe Keher-Murtagh point-
ed at the opposite end.

The Rebels were far more clin-
ical once play resumed. Sorcha
McCartan (two frees), Orlaith
Cahalane, Emma Murphy and
Katrina Mackey raised consec-
utive white flags during a domi-
nant spell. Next, Saoirse McCa-

_rthy put the seal on yet another

eve-catching performance by
billowing the net.

Unable to stem the tide, Kilk-
enny pulled a couple of points
back via Niamh Deely and Asha
McHardy. There would be no de-
nying a rampant Cork however,
as McCarthy netted her second
and match-clinching goal late on.
Scorers
Cork:SMcCarthy 2-1(1; S
McCartan 0-7 (4f), 0 Cahalane 1-2;

| KWall, K Mackey 0-2 each; C Finn, A

Fitzgerald and E Murphy 0-Teach.
Kilkenny: A Prendergast (2f), L
Murphy (1) 0-3 each; C Keher—
Murtagh, A O'Gorman 0-2 eachi;N

Munster and All-Ireland titles.

lzzy 0'Regan’s injury is a huge blow to Co
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. Saolrse McCarthy has
carried her superbform
from 2024 into the current
campalgn. 0-2 against
Waterford, 0-3 against
Dublin and 2-1against Dublin
means the Courceys player
posesascoring threat.

Deely, S Fitzgerald, A
McHardy 0-Teach.
Cork: A Lee;MMurphy,
P Mackey, M Cahalane;
HLooney,L
Treacy, L Hayes;
A Thompson,

rk as they bid to retain
Picture; INPHO/Laszlo Geezo

M Condon; SMcCarthy, K Wall,C
O'Sulllivan; O Cahalane, S McCartan,
CFinn,
Subs: K Mackey for CO'Sullivan
(37), EMurphy for M Condon {40},
AFitzgerald for K Wall (49), RHarty
for HLocney (55), 0 Mullins for O
Cahalane (55).
Killkkenny: A Norris; M Teehan, T
Fitzgerald, C Phelan; NDeely,C
Dowling, D Quigley; L Murphy, A
O'Gorman; M O'Connell, 5 Fitzgerald,
K Doyle; C Keher-Murtagh, L Green,
APrendergast,
Subs: C Doheny for M O'Connell
{ht}, A McHardy for AQ'Gorman
{44}, ABrett for M Teehan
(45),5 Dwyer for A
Prendergast (52).
Referee: Ray Kelly
(Kildare)




Shona stars as Cork guarantee

home All-Ireland semi

GER McCARTHY rounds up the latest Cork camogie

WEST Cork's representatives
enjoyed another positive week-
end lining out for the Cork
camogie and ladies’ football
minor and Ul6 inter-county
panels.

Cork concluded the group
stage of their 2025 Electric
Ireland Minor A All-Ireland
Camogie Championship with
a rousing 3-10 to 1-13 victory
away to Kilkenny on Sunday.

Mossy O'Sullivan’s side were
coming off a 13-point victory
over Dublin and a draw with
Tipperary. Their opponents,
also on four points after their
opening two matches, were un-
able to stop the Rebel jugger-
naut. As a result, Cork finished

Tipp

topplmgr Cats’ strong

top of their group and sealed an
All-Ireland semi-final on home
soil.

Enniskeane’s Meabh
O’Brien, Kinsale's Catherine
Murphy and Valley Rovers’
Shona Cronin are the Carbery
camogie representatives on
this year's minor panel. Cronin
is enjoying a phenomenal year
and top scored with 2-3 to send
the Rebels into the last four.
Catherine Murphy added a
point on an afternoon Clara
Murphy (1-1), Rachel Murphy
(0-3), Tara Goulding and Ava
MeAuliffe (0-1 each) completed
the winners' total.

A day before the county's mi-
nors triumphed, Cork’s Ul6As

registered their second win in
the group stages of the 2025
Eir All-Ireland Ul6A Camo-
gie Championship at home to
Kilkenny. Castle Road was the
venue for the Rebels' 4-13to 1-8
defeat of the Cats.

Carbery's Cliona Harte
{Barryroe), Leah MecCarthy
(Kilbree) and Amber Bishop
(Ballinascarthy) were part of
a Cork squad that trailed at
theinterval before producing a
barnstorming second half dis-
play in which Inniscarra’s Léa
Meillouin (3-0) was named Eir
Player of the Match.

Meabh Fitzgerald (1-2),
Stephanie Dwyer (0-4), Leah
Ryan (0-3), Leah Hannigan (0-

second half performance

UNDER-16A ALL IRELAND
CHAMPIONSHIP
KILKENNY

1-10
0-6

Kilkenny's under-16A
camogie girls got their
second win of the All-Ireland
championship, but had to
battle to see off Tipperary in
the Ragg on Sunday.

This win sets Kilkenny up
well to qualify for the
All-Ireland semi-finals with
the top four sides from a six
team championship
qualifying for the final four.

The opening exchanges
were closely fought with both
sides adjusting to a cross
wind blowing towards the
stand side. Tipperary started
the better of both sides and
had worked up a 0-3 to 041
lead after 13 minutes with the
Kilkenny score coming from
Dearbhla Ryan whowasa late
callup to the side for the
injured Amy O"Shea.

Kilkenny did improve
their workrate into the
second quarter, particularly
in defence, which came to
grips with the Tipperary
attack although scores were
slow to come in attack. They
did get points from Niamh
Drennan, Holly Ryan and
Katie Dunphy to move 0-4 to
0-3 ahead at the half-time
break.

TOOK CONTROL

Whatever was said in the
Kilkenny dressing room
seemed to have the desired
effect when play resumed as
they proceeded fto take
control of the match in the
third quarter.

Eilish  Keating,

who

replaced the injured Emma

Hogan in the first half,
started the scoring for
Kilkenny with a point in the
s2nd minute and while Grace
Cleary vreplied with a
Tipperary free moments
later, a smart finish to the net
in the 34th minute from the
impressive Dearbhla Ryan
put daylight between the
sides(Kilkenny1-5, Tipperary
0-4). Kilkenny’s workrate was

now higher throughout the
points

field and further
followed from Katie Dunphy
(2), Dearbhla Ryan, Katie
0'Shea and a Muireann
Kenny free to move them 1-10
to o0-4 clear by the 53rd
minute.

Tipperary did stay going to
the finish and added two
further points from Grace
Cleary and Lucy Rabbitte
before full-time but they
never looked likely to
threaten Kilkenny
throughout the second half.
HEARTENED

Kilkenny will be
heartened by the second half
showing which sets them up
well for upecoming fixtures
against Cork away on
Saturday before playing
Galway at home on March 23.
They will also be hopeful that
injuries sustained by Holly
Ryan, Emma Hogan and Amy
O'Shea clear up quickly
although they did have able
replacements against
Tipperary when needed.

Best for Kilkenny were
Erin Morrissey and Mairead
Duggan in defence, while
Niamh  Drennan,  Katie
Dunphy and Dearbhla Ryan
showed best in attack. It was
also notable that both Niamh
Drennan  and  Aisleann

Mullally played this match
after playing earlier handball
matches in Croke Park which
made for very busy days for
these girls.

TEAMS AND SCORERS

Kilkenny - Caoimhe Corcoran
(Mullinavat), Moya 0'Shea
{Carrickshock), Erin Morrissey
(Bennettsbridge), Mairead Duggan
(St Anne’s), Hannah Tennyson
{Carrickshock), Maebh Kenny
{Rower-Inistioge), Eva Tynan
{Dicksboro), Emma Hogan
(Dicksboro), Muireann Kenny
(Rower-Inistioge, 0-1 free), Holly
Ryan (Bennettsbridge) (0-1), Grace
Farrell (Piltown), Katie 0'Shea
(Carrickshock, 0-1), Katie Dunphy
(Tullaroan, captain, 0-3) Niamh
Drennan (St Brigid's, 0-1), Dearbhla
Ryan (Tullogher, 1-3).-Subs: Clodagh
Galway (Thomastown), Sian Bolger
(St Martin's), Eilish Keating (Young
[relands, 0-1), Ellen Treacy
(Thomastown), Aisleann Mullally
(Glenmore), Colleen Byrne
(Carrickshock), Lucy Lennon
(James Stephens), Lilly Ryan
Murray (Dicksboro), Onagh
Fitzgerald (Clara), Blaithnaid Keane
{Mooncoin), Ada Bambrick (Barow
Rangers), Aoibhe Burke (Emeralds),
Ciara Joyce (Emeralds), Gwen
Wade (Blacks & Whites), Lucy
0'Gorman (Erin's Own), Rachel
Murphy (Tullogher), Amy 0'Shea
{Carrickshock).

Tipperary - Faye Ahern, Brid
Delaney, Rosie 0'Brien, Ava Fanning,
Evanne Gleeson, Jessie Shanahan,
Carley Walsh, Brid Woodlock, Neasa
Dwan, Lucy Rabbitte, Grace Cleary,
Anna Carr, Cailin Kennedy, Sophie
Moynihan, Alice Butler. Subs: Eabha
Carmody, Ava Corcoran, Amy Cahill,
Leah Hickey, Emily Ivers, Clodagh
David, Emily McGrath, Amy
0'Connor, Emma Corbett, Molly
Gantley, Kate Fox, Eibhlin 0'Brien,
Acife Quirke, Abbie Horgan.

2), Cliona Harte and Lauren
O'Connor (0-1 each) were on
target. Cork's second win in
three games has the Rebels sit-
ting in joint-second place along-
side Kilkenny and three behind
leaders Galway. Next up isa trip
to Tipperary on Sunday.

THE NEXT GENERATION

THE SOUTHERN STAR

CAOIMHE MURPHY

GAA/RUGBY |[ROSSMORE | 20

[

HAVING won two All-Ireland titles in both camogie

and rugby in recent months, Caoimhe has added to her
already impressive collection of medals. In camogie, the
Rossmore native lined out in attack as Mary Immaculate
College Limerick captured the Purcell Cup, beating Queens
University (Belfast) in the semi-final and then the University
of Limerick in the final - Caoimhe scored 1-5 across both
games and set up the winning goal in the final. Because
Mary I doesn't have a rugby team, she plays with UL's first
team, normally as a flanker, and in November they won
the All-Ireland league final against UCD, with Caoimhe
scoring a crucial try. '

The Kilbree Camogie Club star has been the pride of
her home club for some time, playing on the Cork *A’
camogie teams at U4, U15 and U16s level, as well as
two years at minor; Caoimhe has won two Munster
minor medals, as well as an All-Ireland medal in 2022.
The talented attacker, who has also played football
with Clonakilty LGFA, also won Munster and All-
Ireland junior camogie medals with Sacred Heart
Secondary School Clonakilty in 2012,

A relative newcomer to rugby, Cacimhe started
playing in the Autumn of 2023 and has wasted little time
in making an impact with Clonakilty RFC ladies’ team —
she was named the adult player of the year in 2024, She
usually lines out at 6 or 8 for Clon and UL, and both are
in-contention for more silverware in the months ahead.
Success in the county camogie junior B league and
championship is also on Caoimhe’s radar.

[ '
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DID YOU KNOW?
When Kilbree wen the county junior C camogie titlein
2021, Cacimhe scored 1-3in the final against Blarney!

MILLIE CONDON . :

CAMOGIE | BALLINASCARTHY [19 e

EARLIER this month, in a Division 1A national league win against Kilkenny, hﬁ%h&s_tarted ; I
her first game for the Cork senior camogie team, alongside Ashling Thompson in midfield—it
was the latest step in the right direction for the Bal teen, whoisin her second season with the ;
county’s senior side. > % : =

Him:"r first season ended with Millie lifting the O'Duffy Cup in the Hogan Stand last August
after Cork made it back-to-back All-Ireland oy g
senior titles, and now she is keen to o
push her way into contention for
more game-time — that’s why this
year's league campaign has
been encouraging. Quick and
skilful, and with a turbo-charged
engine, Millie has featured in all three Division
1A games so far this season, whereas in 2024
she didn’t get any game-time in the league,
though did come on in championship games
against Down and Clare. Now, with a full season
at senior inter-county level under her belt, the
second-year MTU Cork student is determined
to rack up more match minutes which will aid
her development.

Dual star Millie will have a busy season at
club level, too, after her 2024 exploits saw
‘Ballinascarthy win the county premier junior
final (Millie was named player of the match)
while Clonakilty footballers were crowned
county senior B champions, so both teams will
look to build on that success in the year ahead.

| YOUKNOW? . -

villlie was crowned the inaugural West Cork

Sports Star Paudie Palmer Youth Award 5

winner in 2022 after winning All-Ireland X

minor titles with Cork in camogie and

football! :

’ %
e
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Difficult weekend of results for
Kilkenny eamogie sides

ELECTRIC IRELAND
MINOR A CHAMPIONSHIP
CORK] 3-10
KILKENNY] 113
Aoife Lanigan
sport@kilkennypeople.ie

A late charge saw Cork graba

precious win when they
locked horns with Kilkenny
in the third round of the
Electriec Ireland Minor A
All-Treland championship.

Kilkenny got off to the
perfect start in Dunmore on
Sunday when, after just 35
seconds, Ciara O'Shea got in
behind the Cork defence and
pulled first time and the
sliotar flew into the back of
thenet.

Rachel Murphy scored
Cork’s first point in the
second minute and Tara
Goulding added their second
point a minute later toleave a
pointinit.

Lucy Boyd converted two
frees for Kilkenny in the fifth
and eighth minutes. Emily
Phelan had a shot on goal
deflected out for a 45, which
Boyd duly converted for
Kilkenny.

Molly Conroy scored
another point for Kilkenny,
after sheranat speedtowards
the Corkgoal. Shehitarasper
and the Cork goalkeeper had
to deflect it over the bar.

The home sides
midfielder Eleanor Doheny
then scored two excellent
points to put Kilkenny 1-6 to
0-2 ahead after15 minutes.

When it looked like
Kilkenny were going to take
eontrol of the match. Cork got
infor a goal.

A Kilkenny defender was
blocked down as she tried to
clear the sliotar,
Murphy lashed her shot past
Jenny Saunders to get Cork
backinto the match.

Catherine Murphy added
another point for Cork and
they were now taking control
of the match.

Shona Cronin converted a
free for the Rebels before
Rachel Murphy slotted over
the bar for another point for
the visitors to leave the
minimum 1-6 to1-5 in favour
of Kilkenny at theinterval.

On the resumption of play,
Luey Boyd scored a fine point
for Kilkenny from play before
Shona Cronin converted a
free for Cork.

Kilkenny then slotted over
the next two points through
Ona Kennedy and Luey Boyd,
before Shona  Cronin
converted another free for
the Rebels,

Ona Kennedy tagged on
two points from placed balls
for the home side which was
replied to when MeAuliffe
slotted over a point from play
for Cork.

In the 51st minute,
Kilkenny tried to clear their
lines, but Shona Croningotin
ahead of Kilkenny's
goalkeeper and tapped into
the net.

Molly Conroy duly scored
a great point to equalise and
then Ona Kennedy slotted
over a point to put Kilkenny
ahead again by a point.

In the 59th minute, Shona
Cronin got in for her second
goal for Cork, swinging the
match back in the visitors
favour.

Clara

Cork’s eaptain, Rachel
Murphy rounded off the
scoring witha point from play
to leave the Rebels victorious
onascoreline 3-10 to 1-13.
QUARTER-FINAL

Kilkenny will now playina
quarter-final on March 30
with- the opposition to be
confirmed.

TEAMS AND SCORERS
Kilkenny - Jenny Saunders (Joint
Captain}, Cacimhe Power, Grace
Brennan, Jessica Smith, Rebecca
Hayden, Ona Kennedy, Taylor
Aylward, Rachel Phelan, Eleanor

Doheny, Lucy Boyd, Ciara 0"Shea
{Joint Captain), Aisling 0"Sullivan,
Emily Phelan, Ciara Hickey, Moily
Conroy. Subs: Niamh Davis for
Rebecca Hayden, Shannon Doheny
for Cacimhe Power, Ella Walton for
Jenny Saunders (inj), Shona Ruane
for Aisling 0'Sullivan.

Cork - Anna Kearney, Ally McGrath,
Laoise Ahern, Saairse Cunningham,
Avril Cagney, Caoilainn Ryan,
Aisling Cussen, Jess Murphy,
Catherine Murphy, Rachel Murphy
(Capt), Clara Murphy, Ava
McAuliffe, Kate ('Sullivan, Shona
Cronin, Tara Goulding. Subs: Millie

Lombard for Avril Cagney, Cacimhe
Horgan for Kate 0'Sullivan, Ally
Mulkerrins for Clara Murphy, Ava
McSweeney for Tara Goulding.

Eir U16A All Ireland Championship
Cork 4413 Kilkenny 1-8
Kilkenny travelled to the
Cork camogie grounds,
Castle Road on Saturday for
arescheduled clash with the
Rebels.

Cork took the lead early
with points from Stephanie
Dwyer and Meabh Fitzgerald
but Kilkenny replied nine
minutes in when Niamh
Drennan got a goal before the
lead changed hands quickly
again with Stephanie Dwyer
and Leah Ryan edging Cork
back in front with points.
PURPLE PATCH

Kilkenny then hita purple
patch scoring four points
without reply through Holly
Ryan, Amy O'Shea (2) and
Grace Farrell on target as the
Cork backs were put under
pressure.

With the sides evenly
matched play swung from
end to end, Stephanie Dwyer
and Leah Ryan who were
proving a handful for the
Kilkenny defence pointed to
putone between thesidesbut
with Amy (’'Sheaon target on
the stroke of half-time
Kilkenny held a two point
lead 1-5to 0-6.

Cork were a completely
different side in the second
half and they upped the pace
to a level where Kilkenny
were unable to respond.

Leah = Hannigan and
Dearbhla Ryan swapped
pointsinside eight minutes of
the restart before Kilkenny
scored their next score an
Amy O'Shea point in the 44th
minute.

Cork replied with four
quickfire goals as Lea
Meillouin, Meabh Fitzgerald
and Leah Halligan effectively
put the game beyond
Kilkenny’sreach.

Leah Halligan one each,
saw Cork effectively put the
game beyond Kilkenny's
reach.

Amy (O'Shea did get
another point for Kilkenny on
the stroke of full time but
Cork ran out convincing
winners.

Kilkenny - Clodagh Galway, Onagh
Fitzgerald, Mairead Duggan, Erin
Morrissey, Meabh Kenny, Moya
('Shea, Eva Tynan, Emma Hogan,
Holly Ryan, Muireann Kenny, Grace
Farrell, Amy 0'Shea, Aisleann
Mullally, Niamh Drennan, Katie
Dunphy (captain). Subs: Dearbhla
Ryan for Katie Dunphy, Katie 0"Shea
for Muireann Kenny, Rachel Murphy
for Meabh Kenny, Collzen Byrne for
Moya 0'Shea, Eilish Keating for
Grace Farrell, Blathnaid Keane for
Emma Hogan, Eflen Treacy for
Niamh Drennan,

Corlk - Ciara Hynes, Madeleine
Keane, Rachel Jones, Aisling
Coleman, Ciara Hayes, Ciara Roche,
Sophie Gunn, Orla Troy, Grace
0'Connell, Stephanie Dwyer, Cliona
Harte, Lea Meillouin, Meabh
Fitzgerald, Leah Ryan, Lezh
Hannigan (captain).

Cork U16s bag crucial win over Kilkenny to stay second in group

CAMOGIE
&

= Mary Newman

Cork 4-13
Kilkenny 1-8
A hugely important victory forthe
Cork LU16A team who overcame
Kilkenny in the Eir All-Ireland
Championship in Castle Road.
Kilkenny were chasing their third
win in three games, having over-
came Limerick and Tipperary in
lier games.
g;:rk. h%\ring lost to Galway in
their opening game, beat Dublin
in round two, and with Galway
on top with three wins from
three, every game is vital.
Cork took an early lead with
ints from Stephanie Dwyer
and Meabh Fitzgerald, but Kil-
kenny responded nine minutes
in with & Niamh Drennan goal.
The lead quickly changed hands
again with Dwyer and Leah Ryan
ints edging Cork back in front.
Kilkenny hit four peints without
reply with Holly Ryan, Amy e
0'Shea (2), and Grace Farrell a
ontarget as the Cork defence
was put under pressure.
Caork won a lot of possessian i?ut
found it hard to get past Cats
keeper Clodagh Galway who
brought off some excellent saves
to deny Cork an opening goal.
With the sides evenly matched
play swung from end to end,
Dwyerand Leah Ryan, who were
proving & handful for the Kilken-

e GE BB

ny defence, pointed to put ane
between the sides, but with
O'Shea on target on the stroke of
half-time Kilkenny held a two-
point lead, 1-5to 0-6.

Cork were a transformed side in
the second half and upped the
pace to a level while Kilkenny
were unable to respond.

Leah Hannig:g an;d tp?argij-zla
an swapped points inside
Eight minutes of the restart, but

Kilkenny had to wait until the
44th minute for their only other
score, an 0'Shea pointas Cork
hit them with four goals.

Two from Lea Meillouin and one
a piece from Meabh Fitzgerald
and Hannigan saw Cork effec-
tively put the game beyond Kil-
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ented with the Eir

the Match by Eir
ambassador Saoirse
McCarthy,

draw with Tipperary last wee-
kend.

Cork travel to Tipperary tomor-
row for what will be another

Lea Meillouin is pres-
U16camogiePlayerof

kenny's reach. Now in contral,
Cork piled on the pressure ad-
dingto their tally with points from
Leah Ryan, Stephanie Dwyer,
Hannigan, Meillouin Cliona
Harter, and Lauren O'Connor to
run out convincing winners.
Meillouin was presented with the
Eir Player of the Match award
after a superb performance.

The result puls Cork in second
place on six points, the same as
Killkenny, but with Cork holding a
hetter scoring average, they cur-
rently are in second place.
Galway are on top with three
wins out of three games,
Tipperary are fourth after a win, a
draw, and one loss, with Limerick
in fifth with one point from their

tough test and & win would put
Tipperary above Cork and with
Kilkenny playing Dublin they will
be expected to get a result hera,
so it's still very much all to play
for with the last game to come for
Cork against Limerick on April 6.
Scorers for Cork: L Medllouin 2-1, M
Fitzgoeald 1-2, 5 Dwyer 0-4 (0=1 45), L
Hannigan 1-1, L Ryan 03, G Harte, LO'
Connor 0-1 each.
Kilkenny: N Drennan 1-0, A Q" Shea 0-4
(0-11), D Ryan, H Ryan 0-1 each.
CORK: € Hynes (Midlston); M Keane
{Blarmoy), R Jones(inniscarra), A Col-
aman (Sliabh Rua); C Hayes (St Cathar-
ina's), G Roche (Eire Og0, 5 Gunn
(Douglas); O Troy(Newlownshandmem),
G O Connell{Aghabuliogua) ; 8
Dwyer(Douglas), C Hare (Barryroe), L
Meillouin(inniscarm); M Fitzgerald (St
Cathering's) , L Ryan (Newtownshan-
drurm), L Hennigan (Ballincollig) (c ).
Subs: S Kalleher (Aghahullogue) lor S
Gunn (44), L'O" Conner (Killeagh) for L
Ryan (46), L Mantey( Aghabullogue) for
M Fitzgarmid(51), S O Rourke (Kileagh )
lor G O Connall (56),E Hallihan(Castie-
Iyons) for S Dwyer (58], F Ronan (Baly-
heal for A Coleman (57), E O Denaghua
(Mavtownshandrum ) for G Hynas, 5
Galvin (Eire Og ) for L Hennigan [57).
KILKENNY: C Galway, O Fitzgerald, M
Duggan, E Marrdasey; M Kenny, M O
Shea, E Tynan; E Hegan, H Ryan; M
Kenny, G Farrall, AQ' Shea; A Mullally, M
Dronnan, ¥ Dunphy (6.
Subs: D Ryan for K Dunphy(hft), KO
Shaa for M Kaenny (hA), R Murphy for M
Kenmy (46), C‘.Bg'rna for M O' Shea (46),
E Koating lor G Famell (48), B Keating for
E Hogan (58), E Treacy for N Drennan
(58).
Raferee: Gavin Donagan (Dubling.



