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by Maire Ui Scolali

MAJOR CHANGES
AHEAD FOR CAMOGIE

Scprember 18th will be a dazzling
day out in Croke Park this year when
the four top counties contest the junios
and senior Adl-lrelond finals. Dublin
will 1ake on the Banner girls m 1pm
while the Foras na Gaeilge All-Ireland
final will be an all Munster affair at
3.15pm berween Cork and reigning
All-Ireland champions Tipperary.

Last vear the camogie finals anracied
the largest amendance for a female
sporting event in this country and
Cumann Camdgaiochia na nGael aim
to create that figure of 25,000 again. To
achieve this much work hus gone on in

ESs=.

Two of camogie’s star players Caroling

the participating counties, but it is also
up to all the other counties to play their
part too. Very attractive posters have
gone round to the counties since the
semi-finals and with the schools well
back by now they 1oo have all acquired
SAME,

While the PR aspect of the finals is of
huge importance, the four counties
taking part have one thing on their
mind and that is to leave Croke Park on
Sundoy September 18th with an All-
Ircland medal. The losers dressing
room is the loneliest place in Croke
Park on All-Ireland day. sadly two
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, Galway, left and Mary O'Connor, Cork, ¢

Development Co-ardinators with Lynn Kelly, Limerick, centre, who was appoinied as MNat

Olhausen

with

peams will have to visit that arenn.

As ever the clash of the titans,
Tipperary and Cork is expected to
serve up the very best. Cork will be
very anxious o seck revenge for last
year's defeat, and given that they are
celebrating one hundred years of
camogie in Cork this year as well as
celebrting the City of culture they
would love 1o see the O'Dufly Cup
nestle by the Banks of the Lee.
However, the Premier County who
have contested each All-Ireland since
1999 will be equilly anxious to make it
three in a row. something they

e
who were chosen as Reglonal
I Camagie Development co-ardinator

achieved in 1990, 2000 and 2001.

The Rebels will be hoping 1o 1ake the
key of the door, number 21.Many will
argue were they tested this year, their
stiffest opposition in the championship
came from Galway, who then fell
rather surprisingly 1o Wexford in the
final group pame. Likewise, people
will say that Tipperary also only had
one sl game from Wexford so that
feaves the result more open again.

The junior final is a repeat of the
1974 final when Clure won thelr first
final defeating Dublin. However, the
following vear, 1975 the Dubs bounced
back to take the New Ireland
Assurance Cup. Since then Dublin
have only reached one final in 1983
when they lest to Cork. Clare won the
ke in 1986 and with them then was
the great Catherine O'Loughlin who
will ndd considerable experience 1o the
team. Clare did contest the 2003 All-
Ireland. but bost to Galway in a replay.

Angle McDermott and Jennifer O'Leary in action during last year's All-lreland firnal

The dazzling Dubs have crested a
new hype in the game in the capital and
it is expected a large crowd will be in
attendance in Croke Park on All-
Ireland final day. This year's junior All-
Ireland final will be a historic occasion
as it will see the last one as from next
year the competitions will be played on
a very different basis.

It is a very exciting time 10 be
invelved in  comogie as  the
competitions are all going through a
complete re shuffle and three new full
tme employees have just been taken
on board. Lynn Kelly of Limerick is
the new  National  Camogie
Development Co-Ordinator while the
two regional people are Galway's
Caroline Murray who will be based in
Portlawise with responsibility for part
of Munster and Leinster. Cork senior
All-Ireland finalist Mary O'Connor
will take up the second position in
Limerick with responsibility for

Connacht, and part Munster. There
may be further chanpes here in the
divisions of the coumies,

When the All-Ireland finals are over
avention  will wrn w  the  firse
Camogie/Shinty Tournament Irish
team who will travel 1 Scotland in
early October to take on the Seoteh,
This year the Irish team will comprise
of players from the junicr counties who
did not reach their provincial finals or
who did not reach the Division twa
Leaguee finals. This should prove to be
a big hit with the weaker counties and
will go o show that there is something
at National level for all players, strong
or week.

With all these changes 1aking place so
fast one can see a great future for
camogie and the oldest Gaclic female
organisation has the potential to be
come great and expand both here and
abroad.



ELAINE BURKE {Cagtain)
{Vallry Rovers)
Sokcilor

Elaing i the Halder of sarsar and jumiar
All-hredand medals, senior Nationol
Lesigain with Cork snd Ashbaums Cop
and league madala with LG as well ag
sanicd and juniorn county chamgpionship
fearouns: wish Carrigdhoun and hor own
balovesd chub Vallpy Rovess.

Elsng & plso n Kenn golloe, outaiss e

SRy
well-knicwn GAA lamily, she is l-ht!’d

JOANNE O'CALLAGHAN,
{Cloughduy)
Student .

UGC Joanng is a student in UGE and

Is i hor filth seasen on the sonlker taam
Carne o ight as a minor in 1050 ang

heas linad put in Ceak
IBams sinco, fad minar, intammaiale
and senior Al-iraland medals o her
credit 4% well as Ashbowme Cup and
Gael Linn hanours. Throa senior county
charmpsonship medats with asm alss
amongst har collecton of honours,
Joanna is alse an accomplishod
hockey playes who has reprosented
Munsios har mefier Bins is Ireasures
of tho Cork fuvanie coamoghs board
whily sister Orais also a momber of

the Glsughauy senio taom

Tomorrow: Camogie writer Linda Mellerick talks to

Murray

AODIFE MUHHdJ}Y islu ni
stran{.gﬂr standing a
crowil.

Tha youngest of 11, Murray s
well used 1o stonding her groamid
andl holding ber own, somelhing
she has proved more than capable
af doding be it i the colours of hor
Bedoved Cloughduy or the red and
whibe of Cork.

With five sisters and five hroth-
eis ihere wis never any shorfage
of team-mates on the Morray firm
in Dunmanway where John ol
Joan netilles] o treditbon of Gaclic
gams i their offSprings as Aoile
pefilnkeond - about  her  early
memories and more fmportanily
her first Introduction (o live ac
Lk

“We hid o miini plich of oor cwn
and wie all played, there wore spme
gread pames with Dl sometimes
stondling kn the other goal fo make
up the oven number we would
hove had six-a-skle games and
thire was na holding back.

Helg the youngest, Aoife wos
auiomatieally put ngoal and whoe
wns she do complain with 15 veirs
beiween the eldest of the clan,
Mory and herself

Having gone 0 natknal schoal
in Punmanwmy where there was
no canogke, thise home eneoun

——
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lers were impartant a2 Aokfe's love
for the hurley and sliotar began (o
gronw,

"My brothers were playing n
schonl aml |'they just drageed me
along aml got the hurdey into my
hixnd, Pamdle went to

= EN e
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Eady indications wers that ihis
young lady with the five hurling
brothers had the mekings  of
something good and with father
dJohn doing extra tralning behind
the scenies, taking shots on the fi-
ture Cork keaper, she made the po-
sition hers on all Cloughduy un.
dor-age camoghe teams,

“I was in school in

Fareanferrlis amd I Dunmanway and |
was there 1J|.1:.|I he med Tickets was a small school of
up with some lads and B0 50w did not have
he jolved Cloughduy, | Tickets for Sunday's camogie but the girs
The others followed | Foras na Gasige in Clotighduy were
and [ would go along o | Al-irland Camaoge =0 wolcoming, Maost
watch them (raining | fnal will be on sale of these girls werp
and play matches.” lonight from 7, 30pm playing together so 1

It was during one of | Ofwards at the county | wy oy 5 sllght disad-
these  sessions  that | board meeting which vantage, they would
Aolfie fook the initlat. | will e hodd ar 52 have been playing in
Ive and beigan playing: | Finbarr's club, Togher. | senoals competitions
cimoghe. and petting megular

1w around nine and 1 signed
up to play camogie, 1 suppose hoy-
kg Had f faste of some of the ac
thon o the pitch at home | decidoed
If ithese brothers of mine wore
playving so conld 1.°

Current  Cork senlor mangger
ad  Clowghdiy solector  JBohn
Cranin showed Bis prowess when
he placed vaung Muorray in goal
and despite only being nine voears
alidl she proved more than caphle
af halding her own ot L4

maiches.™

I 'mentioned Sciath Na Scofl o
hor and the famous Aoife erin
spread widely across ber face.

“1 had never heard of Seimth Na
Seoll until Joanne (O Callaghan)
mentioned it ot tralning one night
and | asked one of the gids "what's
she on about” nnd ves, when |
heard all about it | was certainly
envious, but then sure whoi fhis
heldl, T had the games in the back
garden to keelp me going,”

=

PROFILE
Aolle Murray
Faveuriie Food: Staak.
Car: Ford Fiasia.
Favourite actor: Brad PRl
Marital status: Sieglo.
Occupation: Propery Man-
agement and Valuation Ste- |
dent LIT.

Secondary school in Maria Im-
maculate, Dunmanway opened o
whole new 'world of sport, but me-
markibly despite the school lav
ing a camogic team. it was volley.
ball that was her flrst Jowe

An All-Ireland junior champion-
£hip medal and a 2enior mmners:
up stand provdly’ amongst the
many hanoirs it an over Aowing
trophy cabinot and having had -
als for the Irish side, camogie e
lucky to have hung on o some-
body who readily admibts that vol-
keyball wos her first love.

"Camogle ‘and foothall were
played In the sehool but ol sord.
ously which I thought was grear. it
was & big volleyball schoal 2o to be
honest the craic ot the camogie
WIS gt

By now Aoife had had n Bo af
huirling, lining cut with Clonghduy
2l U2 along  with  Joanne
OfCallnghan, who' siill o tegm.
mate with botly club county,

It was inevitable that the
Cloughduy keeper wonld don ihe
colours: Muskerey and under the
gviding ove of Rob Laotty she con-
Lhiniiod bo show steady progress

Al this stape the word was oL
that Cloughduy had a hindy keep.
er and it came as o surprise that
the Cork minor selectors bezan to
st thelir eves in her direction




against Tipperary next weekend.

Ankle was the baby on a side that
aipfdined such player s Sheena
Morley, Helen Walsh and
Jill Hanhon, as were minor team

mmme-ﬂmmmnmmmwmhm

mates Rosaria Holland and Joanme “The supporters club has eased
OFCallaghan who were also keep- the burden enormously and |t
ing pace and continuing (o pro-  greai they are able to help out and
gress alang with Aoife take the burden off the players and
The year before, 1998, Hevin mentors a little bit.

county champlons Carripdhoun. make the game atirmeciive, this

The county board aleo made an  year the venoe was excellent and
important move, giving the go it added to the sense of occasion
ahead o the seiting up of 2 sup-  having two leams from the same
porters club and this has helped  divigion contest ihe fnal. ™

- enormously ease the financial bur- A final where Acoife picked up

perks. of selecior/coach brother Paudie,
Something not Iost on the Cork who now lines oot with the

net minder and her grabeful feam - 5t Finbarr's senlor hurlers.
maties Yol another blg grin grooks the

Picture: Edidio (rHare

guestion about how eritieal big
brother 1= as he puats the

Cloughduy girls through their
paCEs..

“0h yeah, | always get the extra
bif of giving oul to but sure it's
probably for the best™

It certainly seems to be as the
clab  looks foreard o their
Munster cluob  championship
semifinal with Limerick side
Kilmceaidy.

Before that a small matter of a
relorn 6 Croke Park on
Seplember 18 and & chanos to bury

student
wid has jost completed 15 months®
work placoment with Bord Gals
where former Cork poalkeeper
Ger Cunningham was a work col-
league.

“The company were excellent (o
mi and [ received huge encournge-
ment from everybody, Ger would
have been a player | would have
been hugely influenced by and he
has been a great help to me™

Having faced the Murray clan in
the back gardon. Aocife is more
than ready for Suniday’s big test.

Emer McDonnell, JO1 Horan ef
a1l, bewenre

If you intend bearing down on
thi= lady’s goal. she is focused and
ready. a senjor mésdal on the feld
of play i the ambition of
Cloughdu and Cork's Mnest.
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T, All-ireland camogie final, Cork v
oS

MILFORD
Is thiy hodder of thraa All-nsland
minar champlonghep madals. Hos
amongsl her coliection 100 All-lne-
lamd coBegpas  medals  with St
kdany's Charlenilp

Has won undarage &nd sanior B
was tho  Contonary  Camogis
Ambassader for Cork Sscondary
Schools and was namad as on the
Caollogos Al Star baam of 3004,
Cama on a5 a sub last yoar

VIVIENNE HARRIS

Burke all
set for the
main event

proudest parish in the
country on Sunday if their
very own Elaine Burke
collect the O"Duffy cup.

For o small club ke Rovers it is
beyomd thelr wildest dreams that
they would produce a senbor captain
of Cork. Should Elaine go one fur-
ther and caplain Cork to wictory
then Inmishannon is the place to be
this coming Sunday and AMonday
night.

Elaine tries not to dwell on her
captaincy role too much.

“You trv not to think about it toa
much becanse you could get a bit
carried away that you're captain
apd it might end op affecting yoor
game. There's no polnt in that.

“You're like every other player in
that respect. If you're not pesforo
ing you're no good o the team.

“But it ks specinl and 2 once in a
iifetime chanees, [ abways dreamt of it
1 suppose. | never thought it wonld
actually happen.™

Elaine arrived on the senbor
intercounty - scene  in 2000 and
Mayed ot corner forward oo the
AllTreland Mnal which Cork lost to
Tipm

S0 what has happened to Cork
over the Iast fve vears™ 17 you kook
it the Cork teams over the last four
or five yoars there's boen a lot of
change Tipp have had almost the
| | same team for the lnet six years, |
- ; think Ti lay with such consist-
ELAINE BURKE: "We need to put pressure on Tipperary. We have to be careful of their full forward line.” B D T b o e i

it Tipperary’s O’Dwyer will have

~modals a5 well a8 minor and
Inmeemechala 8l droland  Bnd

Munster honowrs. She s also a | TEAMS always have key players.  Her magnificent performance BY LINDA MELLERICK years long list
proménont footbalier and has nu- While a team may be well bal- in last year's final won her the Profiles Una O Dwayer Awards tgg numnrfus“md;l
mercas under age honours in boih | anced there are always four or ‘Player of the Match® award and tion came her way and it must
camagie and footal Nve ‘special’ players, Those who [emly stamped hor cladm as the  moach an individusl wants it until  have been nice?

Briege missed oul playing in @1 | have, over the years, pulled a ‘Camogie Player of the Year'. the pressures on. If you ask any “Yeah it was but its all over

year final cus fo a hand injury, fe- | game out of the fire or so consist- ~ When questioned as to whether  of the players If they want to win 10w, That was Lust vea :
contly named as Player of 1he | ently performed that the mere the appetite is still with her and  this All-ireland more than any- hasn't been so hrnﬂr_— Eufﬁ!'::l;
Match fellowing a suporb petforme | thought of losing them would bea  her tewm-mates Una i quick to  thing else of course they'll all say  was out for so long.” She is refor.

4 | ance for Cloughduy in the Mercury | nightmare, polit out that everyone seems wes bui li's when : ; -
Rastzurant Senky courty. chimp- Una O'Dwyer, Tipperary's ster-  (ine and up for the challenge bat rhnw In‘the final rhuzihyﬁm“:.:a R::E o a cruciate ligament in-
onship fnnl and went on, tho kol ling full back is one such playern it only on All-Ireland final da¥  be long Anding out. It's the hun. = damaged my knes

| | 'owing doy. lo play @ staming rolo | Af the tender age of 24 she is go-  that you will really know. gor will determine if yon go that  night hack trainin -h'I“I;_ T e

. for The Ciork sensor ladics looibal ing in search of her sixth “The atmosphere is good in the  exira yard or not on the day.” Eebroary. | neves jf';." ';'”: _F'I.[Ij'_l ‘0
foam i tha AS-retand guaner | AlEIreland medal on Sunday, squad but you never know how Una is quick to brush aside last Teconstructed % u&:ﬂ;;&'ﬂlt;

] alle




Mﬂmmmmmmﬂm is Tipperary full back Una ﬂ’hwilm

a0 well',

Ironically one of Elaine's closest
friends throughout her college vears
is Tipperary full back Una O'Dvwyarn
Flatmates, Ashbourne (eam-mates,
besi buddies, has thal friendship
sver been tested with the arch
rivalry that surrounds the Cork and
Tipp baitles over the last numbier of
yomrs?

“Una came to LOC in her second
college vear and T was in second
year She was a well known camagle
plaver even then and she started fo
play with the college. We all became
friends. There's a special bond play-
ing in the Ashbourne between play:
Ers because  you're iraining  In

winter in the muck and darkness to-
gether amd it creates a special
something.

*Our working lives have taken us
on different - paths but wo'ne still
friends. We nover spoke too much
about it when we wone living togeth-
e Maybe we-avoided it It never
really came info the friendship I
make a point of congrafulating Una
after a match and she makes 4 point
af me no matter how
hard It I3 at the time"

Referring to Sunday's final, Elalne
expresses the following views: "I
think we need to come cut with the
same aggression we came out with
in the secomnd halfl of the 2002 fnal

"“We need to put mope pressure o6
them, Tipp have a lethal full forward
line. We have to stop the supply go-
ing into them. If they get quality ball
thay' Il punish us Stopping them has
to begin ot the field. Thot middle
section of their half back line, mid-
Meld and half forward line — we
can't let them have too much time
o the ball there. We have to be calm
on the ball as well.”

Elaine added: “There's a good buzz
there this year It wasn't last year
There was no reason for i, W's just
that sometimes Its there, other times
Itz not. We're very focused. Flona

(0 Driscoll) has instilled that in us.

I'm happy golng out next Sunday.

Tipperary, Croke Park, Sunday

fantastic

0 Connor:
Victory is
everything

CORK s win the AR-lretand
camogie final this year,

That is the opanlon of Cark's
miciield genaral Gemma
CrConnar who has no intentson ol
Icsing a thivd successive
Adk-latand camogle final ko
Tipperary writes PJ O'Connor
“This hits bo ba the year we s
going 1o hinva o win it especially
for underage loveks,

“If wn ot banien this yoar it wil
b the thind year oo row and i@
will ba very hard 1o pick it back up
eapecially being beaten hees
yoars by the Saema laam”

Sha continwed, “It don look graai
for the spart of camogéea especially
whin yoa compang il fo hurling
and ladies foctball, which ara
beginning to kaok up again,
Cark roally do noed this win io
promaba ourgehas and o
MO in gensral”

Likosr rra0rat o thea Bam, shi has
ipean B wondenng what could
have baen a5 sha boked an fom
tha flald balow as successive
Tipparary captains lofted tha
trophy high above their heads bl
this year sha is gaing 1o da
everything in her power 19 provent
& repeal. Wa are alter kasing two
yeals i & row and | delindely
don't want o kaa a thifd yaar in a
row mned thal goas for everyona on
this team. | can't prede e
ofcoma but | can naary promss
a light game any way.®

With Tipperary dominaling
camogie in recent times and Cark
farced 1o be bridesmaids since
I3t winning thae All-Ireland in
2002, CrConnar bials the
compelitive gap in camegie that
prevented teams o Cork frem
mounting a Sedious chalangs and
raising the pralile of ihe game is
Beginmtng o fara.

watched carefully on Sunday

told me that it was only partially
torn. We declded rather than
have an operation we wonld try
and build it wp and that’s what
I've been doing all year™

The ligament could go at any
thme and surely with such a huge
threai banging over ber it must
be difficult to give 100% in a
game?

“Well, every day you come ouf
of & game you're happy that it has
held out. But you can't dwell on
thnt. Montally T don't focus on i

e

You can’t dwell on what might
happen or you'll get nowhere,™
she stated.

Reflecting on Tipperary™s sud-
den rise to supersiardom Una
talks about her frst introduction
to the senior team in 1998, 'T was
a minor in 1997 and got called up
to the intermediate squad. We
won the All-Ireland Intermediate
title and stepped up to senior in
‘98, We were narrowly beaten by
Galway that year in the
All-Treland semi-final but we

wiere happy that in our first year
up we were able to meet the chad-
lenge. The following year we got
that hammering In the league {1-
nal by Cork . Michael Cleary took
over the reins after that defeat
and just npped things & level. We
won the All-Ireland in Seplember
and it was special,™

Winners in ‘949, ‘00, ‘01, 03 and
04, T asked Una which thtle was
thie swertesl,

“While you're playing you don’t
really stop and reflect on things

like that, You just drive on. Yon
might remember special moemenis
mare so than a particular yean™
she declared.

“¥es as defending champlons
wi are there to be knocked bt
from our point of view we can
anly go out and hurl the way we
can hard and want to hurl. We
don't really think about gaing for
our fifth title in six years. 1S Aot
as if you can accepd losing this
vear becanse you'll be back next
year"~

GEMMA O'CONNOR

5T FINBARRS

bambar of the Celence Foscas
RAetumed in May lollowing a sl
month stint with Bhe armad force in
Liberia, was namaed on the Alsiar
Caamadgie l2nm in 2004, | Gememn's
uncha Bill Geaney captained Cork
1o All Ireland minar husting champ.
gnship title in 1974 Gomma repres-
anted Cork in Feda Ma Gasl skills
in 1988, Younger brolher Ghann
was a mamber of the Cork UG
huirking Siche Shis year.

RENA BUCKLEY

.

INHISCARRA

Decupition; Student
«  Rona, wish compledod e M-
ing corifcae in S| Aoysiss ths
yoar, is alsg a member of e Gork
sanir ladies foothall team (hat
wian naticnal league and prosancial
madals.

Holder. of Afl-leland  minor
madals as wall a5 indermedinte and
juniar Murster championship,

Sha recanlty played in (he senior
county - championshep  final - with
Inniscanma

Eailmlnld on the Colleges’ can-
tanary Alistar leam last year,

RACHEL MOLONEY

COURCEY ROVERS
A student at UCC, Rachel holds
Ashbourne cup medals with UCC
as veall as mimas and senior all ne-

land champsanship honows with
Covk andl has won Inlor provincaal
honours with Munstar,

Is akso the holder of All-lrnland
hofours &l séniod, inlemmbdiah
junior and mings vels a5 well as
provincial  honours and  cosches
b cluly's U2 camogie lamm,




Jennifer O'Leary

Barryroe

Physical Education
Student.

A physical education
student in UL whom she
led to Ashbourne Cop
glory earlier

in the

SRS,
Jennifer |

wis chosen - *#

o Lhe

Allstar team

M
of 20k and s w’

the halder of All-Ireland
medals at senior, minor
and intermedinie level.
She hok represented
Munster at senior level
and is the holder of Gael
Linn honours, also has
amongst her collection
senior B championship,
Ashbourne Cup and All
Ireland colleges medals.
Following a superb
Ashbourne Cop display,
Jennifer was names as the
98/ 103FM Hochesiown
Fark Hotel Plaver of ihe
Month for February,

Emer Dillon

Ballygarvan

Fharmacy Stadent UCC,

Emer is also a
prominent hockey player
with the Harleguins club
in Cark and has
represented
Munster sund
Ireland in
hockey,

She won a
senlor
county -
champlonship
medal last year with
Carrigdhoun and also
hiolds junioe and under
age champlonship medals
with Ballygarvan. She ks a
winner of All-Ireland
sonior, intermediate and
minor medals as well as
inter-provinecial honours,

Newtownshandrum

Sports instruction
{Mardyke Arena)

Sister of Cork senlor
hurling twins Ben and
Jerry. Ponla

s the holder —
of Pureell s y
Cuap and i 1'
beague i
homours with :

Cork \
Institote of
Technology also has all
Ireland senbor and inter
provincial honours &s
witll as senior and
undernge championships
with Newiownshandruam.

Sean Og O hallpin she
names a5 her fmvourite
APOILS [PCTS0m.

L%

All-Ireland senior camogie final: .

ainy Bee
ther
Dun
that

Steph’s family
has seen it all

DUNLEA is one of the most
fcn‘#kfms camogEie surnames in

Hate Dunkea eaptained the Rebels. to
thelr first senior tile in 1934 and
over the last 20 wyears her grand
nieces, first Lynn and then Stephanio
have excelled in Rod jersev.

Stephante |3 proud of her herltage,
and §s talented enough that she has
never snffeoed by comparison to her
Mlustrious family members She's
akun the most senbor member of the
panel, and with that has come a name
charmge.

“l pot married just over twoe years
ago (fo Martin Murphy), so I'm acto.
atly a Murphy now, | never sakl any-
thing amd.I was killed Iast year e
cause ihere was no  mentiom of
Murphy,” she jokes.

Murphy or Dunloa, hor pedigres
isn’t kn doubd, $he's o senlior panellist
since 1980, though college and work
corunitments meant she was on and
ofl unill she returned from Australia
in 2001

Sinee then, be H ot fall-back or
fall-forwnrd, Stephanie’s been one of
the Hebels® most consistent players.
And shes well acquainied with the
might that they fAee on Sunmiday.

“Woul hivee o admime Tipp, they are
going for thelr second threein-a-row
in the last seven years amd [ think
they'se BDecome stronger over the
VLEEE,

“They e godng Into thelr scventh
final. Cork dominpted them for a long
timee, and 1 think in the back of their
minds, like any Tipp team, they hate
Cork ating them., They reorganised
in o0 and have been 8o sdrong since™

Since her return in 2000, 1§ seems
Ithe o Cork-Tippemcy Septembar’s
camaoghe showpieos 18 set i tome, Tn
20080, there wis the agony of a replay
boss to the Tipp In 2002 there was the
ecsiasy a5 Cork halted thelr drive for
(o in-a-row,

The kasl twa years gave her the ul-
timate honoar — caplaining  lwr
coianty, and while the league was an-
nexedl, it was agony in Croker onoo
again at the hamds of the merciless
Premiern

It must be playing on her mind, the
nngging sense thot the Robels will be
powerless fo stop another thiree in o
row, have they learnt lessons from
thar lmst two seaspns?

= hope so. We've 1o stop the ball
coming in to their fullforwards as
their goal scoring ability = {heir
greatest strength. 'We played them in
the Munsier finnl and we went up
thera thinking that we could beat
them, But on the day they weres a lat
harder. and more physkcally tough
than ws, [ think we wene too soft on
thi: ball, In 200¢ we played with more
agpgresabon and wo're golng 1o ave io
play like that on Sundy,

“Last year Tipp were deltnitely (he
Isetter deam, Boek in 2003 we just
coulin’t make our dominance cound
nnddl we missed o fow goal chaness. 11
e e demoralizging wheno you'm
playing well and thoy ool ome chance
and s & poal. wa'so gol to be shirp
and make sune thot deesn’t happen.

“Overall we're trying ol 1o focus
Eow mnunch on e sl Two sears, i'=-an

in camogie

this back of yvour mind and you e
member 1, but we can't get too
cought up in that YWe've fust pot to
ready to glve odr best perdformance af
the year in the final.”

One definite concern for Sunday is

ihe facile nnoiure ol
Cork’s  dismaniling  of

Cork player Lynn Dunlea.

“Ome of the biggest faulis 1'd have
with camdgzbo at intercounty level is
the back of pames. We'ns really de-
pondant on trainkng. B8 we've one
shot ot a really good team without
having any challenging games be-

That means
it genulnely is all on

Limoerick b the semidi-
nal.

That §s sharply con:
trasied. with Tipp haw.
ing to grit their teeth
andd claw out o win in
the pther seml.

“Thoy had o really
tough challenge againg
Wenford and our vietoey
over - Limerlck  wasn'
much good toous, bl
hiepel by 1t woon't cound

Days
to go

ik day like.

“Fhere are only six
teams, %0 1 think we
should play ssch other
home and away in a
heaun style format.

“The way it stants
wi've only pol thiee
games, and you can
ond up with a pamoe
like our one against
Lamr ik,

“We're not  getting

Agninst us.

It diIn't Bedp s as o
urit fir the game o e so easy, we
were abe lo izke shois from all
angles, and see didn't neasd 1o kit top
goar ot all.”

Stephanie has no probiom with erl-
ticising the short natvire of the senbor
championship with only two games
Bl The e oy’ of the Toar

greal  support  oulside
of the [knols, bot afier
the Limerick mmch §t's hard o
blame pepple, even thelr supporters
wore going home 20 minuotes inta i
I the games are [ol oompotitive or
attractive . we're nol polng fo gel
peopie Inierestioed,”

“The final is diferent ns it shoald
b o Tantastic match, bat we neod to

.l-ﬂr'
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make the season more competitive
befome: a final.

“Ladies foatball has got more sup
part. bt they've made their champi-
anship more competitive and profis-
slonal; Also it's an easier game o
tmke up and the nferest has sproad
perods the coantry because af tha ™

This year mon than any before,
Iack of tough games or not, they are
ready for tha challenge.

She eredits this to a change of man-
agement, most importantly the sddi.
Lhn of former Cork senior star Flona
O Driscall to the cosching system.

“Fiona reafly  understands the
game, The problem coan be that
Peope are used o training horiing
ind there are different demands for
camogie nnturally,

“Fhond, hes struck a good balancs
botween fitness and skills tralning
Last year, 1 don't think we were as
prepared 83 we shoold have bean |
suppase, withowt taking away from
anyoni We're definiiely betley pre
pared this year™

The preparation s complete; |I-|-_
Roails hus bien sot: dhe bessons v
bean learned; they e u.l:m;m*-nl
there will only ba'ope outeome




Tipperary, Croke Park, Sunday, 3.30pm

Mary Newman talks to
Cork coach John Cronin
ahead of Sunday’s
All-Ireland final

FIVE All-Ireland minor titles,
three senior Cork county
championships and a host of
minor provincial honours are
listed on the Curriculum
Vitae of a gentleman who is
without doubt one of the most
successfal under-age coaches
Cork camogie has produced.

John Cronin first arrived on the
inter-county camogie scene after his
clhib  Clooghduy won  the county
minor championship in 1967,

That Cloughduy side inchuded Una
O'Donoghue,  Aoife  Muorray -and
Joanne 'Callaghan, all of whom
wint on o win honours in the red
and white of Cork.

A staunch GAA man, John is the
haolder of county championship hon-
aurs at minor, junbor and intermedi
ate prades with Cloughdav.

The club nominated John o the
post of selector for the 1998 season
and, while reluctant at fivst, he soon
got into the swing of things as he
joimed the late Twdie Roche from
Aghabullogus and fellow club parson
Hathleen Healy in a bid to bring
Cork's its first minor All-lreland
croan Since 1585,

T went in thinking I was only go-
ing fo be lending & hand and [ endex]
up coaching the team,” recalls John.

Under the puiding mfluence  of
Cronin, the selectors ascsembled o
panel that retalnsl the Munster titls
in a blistering final showdown with
Tipperary.

All-lreland champlons = Galway
stood between Cork and a place in the
final but the Rebels weren't to be
denked and, inspired by excellent por-
formances from  Resarie  Holland,
Gamma O'Connor and Emer Dillan,
they defeated the champions by twa
points,

Darry beat Kilkenny In the other
semi-final but proved no match for
the Cork girls in the final.

Displaying skill and eraft, Cork re-
corded a comprehensive victory to
bridge a 13-year gap.

Cork completed back-to-back titles
12 months later, defeating Galway in
a final where just one polnt separated
ihe sides. Niamh Bowles stepped up
to receive the Tatlteann Trophy.

Cork el oni fo make it thres
inarow in MUlennbum year but
got a mode awakening losing to
Tipperary in the Munster final, & de-
feat that certainly upset the team
coach.

“We shonld never has Jost to
Tipperary but we allowed them get
ahead of ns and were chasing the

BaTm.

“We almost clawed if back but it
stills hurts to this day to have bost oul
on the chance of a threa In-a-row.”

While many would have walled
away, John Cronin was unanimously
re-plocted to the position of selector al
convention and set about his task of
mestoring pride in the Cork minor
sida with fellow selectors John Guinn
and Anm Watson.

Omoe again the Cronin magic was
evident and, with plenty of new talent
coming through, the jpurney contin-

John out to
Tipp balance
Cork’s way

'-..'.... Ji ey 5 i+ .

Elflhi,cqﬂlinntﬂmlllm Zinkant, selector and John Cronin, uhﬂm'mmaguhﬂ-urk camogie team who

play in the All-lreland final against Tipperary on Sunday.

ued and this time there followed a re-

markable three in-a-row  of All
Ireland minor titles.
Briege Corkery, BRena Buckley

Anna Geary and Catriona Foley wens
amongst the plavers who played star-
ring roles.

There was disappointment last sea-
son for the minors as they crashed
ouf to Clare in the opening round and
Iater Inm the semson John Cronin sig-
nalled his intentions to retine

Away from the county scene, John
continued to be involved with
Cloughduy and it came &% no SUTErise
to see him electad selector at canven-

tion last Movember
The mle of manager is one he
comioriably slotied intao,

somethiing he thinks comes from

knowing the players wall.
“Most of the (sam

wold have come op

the ranks as minors

and I would Enow

tham well, They are

a greal bunch of

girls and they

make our job

s
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amd easy ong.

*They are loyal and committed and
hopefully they will be revarded on
Sunday,

"We work well as a group but 1
must single oul Fiom O'Driscoll. She
is superh and has a great understand-
Ing with all the players, my job is
sy with zomeone like that in-
vilved,

Cronlm, who in the werds of one of
hiz club colleagues, “is the life and
soul af hiz club and without him wea
wotld have o club. He is trainer, se-
bector and mentor to every team from
under age to adult that goes out to
represent our club. Ha has con-
tinoed 1o help oot even with
his  commitments e the
infer<county toams "

Without doubt much of the
work undertaken by the busy
camogle manager would not be
possible without the backing of a
very loyal and understanding

family.

f. Cork camogie trainer Fiona

" O'Driscoll.

Stephanie Dunlea

Cloughduy

Foeod Sclenilsi.

Captained the side in
2003 and 2004 led Cork o
national league honours
im 2003, Has won
Ashbonrne Cup honours
with UCC,

Caplalned e
Cloughduy to |8
county !
championshiplh
honours in
002, Her
grandaunt
Kate Dunlea capiained
Cork to thelir first
All-Treland senior title
back inl934.

Sister of former player
Lynn; her brother Pat also
lined out with the Cork
Junior footballera: while
mother Muala (nee
Humphreys) and father
John also wore the Cork
colonrs,

Stophanie holds All-
Ireland senior and 'G_-I'if'l
Linn honours.,

Stephanie is the only
member of the panel who
is married.

| &l

Piciere: Bode (rHae

John’s wifie, Norma, habls [rom a
family steeped in tradition with the
Macroom club,

Daughter Clara s the holder of
three county seénlor champlonship
mdals, while Aoife holds one and
both ard actively involved in the
cluk,

Cork set out on Sunday o topple
Tipp and end thelr three in-a-row am-
bitions and Cronin is confident his
charges can do the business,

“Tipperary are champions amd |
know will be fotally moibvated in
thair habid i register threo ln-a-row.

“It"s A hoge a4k but we ars ready,
e hunger b8 there aml we know
whiat needs to be done.™

Ome thing cortain is that John, who
hes pever losl an Alldreland (inal,
will leave no stone untursed in his
Bkd (o ensure a cork victory.

(One senses the defeat by Tipp in
2000 still hurts and this s an kbeal
chance for John aml his troops to
seltle the score.,

Cork camogie is fortunais that this
geninl man from Cloughday is at the
hedim. Foll on Sunday.

Una 0'Donoghue

Cloughduy

Lahk Technician.
Captained Cork to All-
Ireland glory in 2002 and
also led her club to their

first senlor county
championship
thile in 2000
Is the holder

league
honours with
UFCC as well as All-Ireland
senijor and Naitional
League medals with Corlk,
has also won three senlor
county champlonship
maedals with as well as
underage honours with
Clonghduwy,

Angela Walsh

Killeagh

Stndent.

The Killeagh FE siudent
i5 in her firsi season on
the senior
pancl also
first season
playing
inter-conniy
camogie. She
i= ihe holder
of county
Junior championship
homours with Killeagh
and was a prominent
member of the Cork
Iadles® foothall team that
tonk the national league
tltle and provineial
honours this »ean
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" This weekend, Cork play Tipperary in the All-Ireland camogie final. Here, former Corj star and current RTE Sunday Game analyst Lynn

Dunlea tells ALISON DONNELLY about life at the top of one of Ireland’s fastest 8rowing women’s sports — and what the future holds

Miove over boys:
It's the girls’ turn!

N 3007, ace Corkl camogie forwand Lynn
Thanles announced dhat she was retiring
Froem o game she hid praced for almost two
deeades. Hor dectslon followed medicl

silvice on a shouler and neck Injuary ol
shockal Cark canogie chrcles.

After a fouryoear lay off, Lynn ths vese made
hier comeback for one last season with Cloughduy,
hor boeme team. amd 89 & declsion ahe hasn't
regretied. =T was =ort of forced inko submission
Towir s mpo aAnd 1 s£11 had something in me. and
ooming back and bedng part of a winnbng countsy
sepson has been fantastic,

“IEnow mysell I'm retiring this year and I'm
Jast getllng this ot of me: 1 really dldn™t wiant to
stop phiying when | did bocanes 1§ was such a hupe
part ol my 1 and Cm just ghnd |ean do B oon my
o 1Erms {hiks fime™

Rl o i e b tom ings of @ o sport ing carmer
nnel Lymn, ome ol sboahildren, was always destinedt
Loy compete af fhe highast bevel. Her paronts words
bath county players and all o her foor sisters have
been Invelinid with Cork biiweon camoghe aml
fsirfbadl om soumse level over the years.

Laymin started off with Cloughduy in 19681 and hos
insted succeds ai admost overy lovel ol the club
Theeall toreprosent Cork came when she was just
thirteen, playing st U716 evel for her county,

48 sl moved up the reprosoniative lndder she
wins Jugpling comaghe, her firsd bove, with Eeathall,
n port in whieh abe also roceived Coek honours,
Bepresentative badminton was also thrown in for
g mesnee!

St cxplming: “My parents wers fniastic whon
wi ware voun o Thers would nve oo Mve ol s
etV (n sport Al the same tima. At the weolkind
thore'd b athdetics in Blarney, Cork traindng in
b o & Focrtha ] g oad in wesd Berey and thers
was anly one enr for us nll so my poor parets
sponi thetr life driving bn laps aroand the place for
1"

Liynm maie hii dobat fr the Corl sonbor gidn bh
156, filowiesd by e youmger skster Stephinie two
s latey, il those were himdy days for her,
Wit the Corl sbde littored with stir names: ~1 was
Wiy locky boopel to ploy wilh a 1ot of tdented
lndvers B W camie bido n very Tanbam Cork benan
ot tho thoe Thore ws thio lkes of Sandin Fitegib
bon. Linda Mellerick and Thorese O'Callaghon
i v wrap thee AN Erckand (n 62, 99, 95 47 nisd G8:
although [ wasn't involved In 9 becase | wis in
edllege and didn’t play thot year"

Alhough Lynn and her sister Stephnnbe won:
Cloughdioy players through and through Hhey
speid four yoars playing with The Gln as fhere
W b Ul team st thelr lome ok, Mesilless o
Wiy Sco0od Cime et — tatvy werro purt of o winslng
All Irelanit club campnign within a year

Hul thoro was never any questbon that the
Alshirs wanbln'l reanrn tothe olih ahiss ey had

Ircdnnds bo bor name.
Lymm is perfoctly stunted 1o o
development of The spare s Tt

clreuit. Linn was by now an establishiod Cork
sembor player and in 19969 she was ashed (o trovel to
TMublin o enmmeniate an (hot yenr's Ael with
b shide having already bBeen eliminated.

She explning: = We were benten by Tipperary In i
roplny Lkt year and 1°d previoosly done & plecs
with FTE where | wis at warkl so | wes happy o go
up to fhe sudio. 1t was very daunting si first bt
iy are renlly good al putiing yoo ol ense up

MOeit on fhe SUperh sport bt promotl
Wh at & chob Jevel. I'll be in
Ny Cork it sire going to he 7
o the final thi=s
continued syccess Al
of those up and

bauld kmow wh

integral part in, and she g5
o camnogie has dr.l.m:]_-H,._-_-Hﬂ
siaried off all those yearg
with people saying we dg
o recogibiion e ¢
inrproved,” she says

“Everything takos time and wy
road, Moving to 15-aside & fu
tremondans dep for the H{0
betier platform (o promote e

“There ara make refiress pow
centenary celebrations last wogr
promidte the sport.

¥5 that the
¥ Incroasod o
BE0 1 don’f iy
AL Bet dnoaph

She feels thiay
hing E‘Hmtlﬂn

Amogle plavers d
m.';":'l'-"'.l"ﬁl'l.‘l- F1g 00
Are Very suecessful but yo9TR
hard pushed to namp the col!
= things have changed over B0
he Eames being teley ksed now i

comig  loy,

Her TV direer has slinté stemd ]y risen and sho
even fratared on the Eomonn I'Juuph:.r_-h:mu.td
colehr iy version of The Weakest Link, She's now 8
regular on the Sundoy Came panel for Rkt
camogke muiches, alongside Kilkonny's Angora
Downiey, ane of the leons of camoghe with T2 All

WA there were five of us active in sport, My poor parents

mlm“’ﬂlﬁ.a

na i-:!ll N the
wore fantastie g, m?;t::n*:u{'nl:lmmh

EEmpakpna - the

B ol promotk h:q
1ol ogen af camogie's u"’ﬁr
"-:“F' that ot v

Chicks wigh sricks'

Was rather daring,” $ays Lynn. ..m;!ﬁﬂgi
“00rgy like that if we want peophe (o KB

UF players and the sport in general

As for Lynn, she is hoping 1o close Tﬁzﬁ
ENs0n with Cloughduy with ashot at lml'm.i e
e next month, Her four year break i es

U Fonyower energy for the game: “Ret el
YEry hard, [was ploying fontball at the time o
And | hag 1o give it all up §eouldn’t do 'mrm'l:th e
:i“l the injury. | was &ven out al work W

in figr o while. !

“That first year ! was out, Cork won fhis ﬁ
Irelanet and | was connentating on it and i hd'ﬂm
My hyomr. It clid Bt avon though [ was thellled for
P ey pls i smvy alstergens playing, bat of course
Lyre gisappointed | wisn't phiying.

Pymally, she went back to har GP last year and
[m'“ penithe exercise I:r['{1u|m Eﬂmul:"mml: ?Iﬂﬂ
eourse and then an AT 1 couldnt keep up
tecided enough Was enough.

v sitting at home.”
dﬂfﬁeﬂiﬂng . pter of time before she

it wres only a matt i
Dicked up her hurley again but IEfrTumwmm
% this time apound,

oy 1w retired from Cork by
that break I'd h-ill'i'l.'-]lil"ﬂbi'_lh!l' e
ngw anyway. I'm training three night a wed
With my club and that would go up to six and 1've
boen marr lad (e PeRrs now and 'h-uEwr.-en Lh:ata-ru_rl.
YWork and everything I just conldn’t commit to it
Ny mgpe,~

Lynn Is married to Aldan (°'Callaghan, and the
Touple have beon sweethearts since they wens in
Hhon] Although Lynn went to Limerick 1o study
Primary sehoal teaching and Aidan stayed In
fork, the congple stayed together and trayelled to
Astralia for 5 year in 1999, :

Now, shes a primary school teacher at
Coachforg Primary School and of cotirse she's
™lped out with the school's young GAA teams
“VOr the vears, with her experience in both cades
- nm“jm'-'*h'ﬂlllShEﬂysﬂml!«'uunﬂrkmEﬂ
o lkely to fake foothall on when ﬂ;ﬁlﬂ
at&rtlnu off: “1i's hared to compsan: Lilpe wiit L
oecause they are different games, hore :-LmE i
Hirls app inclined to take up football hm:::: %
!'h'“ lower lovel thoy find they can kick tha o
o Cifch 1| and =n opn and ey are e abbe
“Mpete ot an early age i the spart. i a
With camogie they might find :H e
e o the skill early on and that &

L rl.'-l"n[ g

Her final words are for Cork (his uﬂﬁlﬁ;
8m she knows fnatde out. “They magtﬁmu mn
] thoy' re every bit as fil and a5 = i
Tllm-mn-.:m: 'l I:q_ru_lilﬂl-.b!!-l.'nnl.‘:E'InBﬁ il
'||'||3_'l'l'|.'|'d'|nr.|,r.H R ey mmllghuul the Fi it

Mg

LYNN DUNLEA FACTBOX

final School.

Croachiard Ma
al o m;nﬂmﬁw

chuMTlﬂ?t’l’f‘l_f‘:H e
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Lynn’s a
class act

Cork teacher who is a
camogie star — Pages 8/9




Cork girls
waiting for
their big
opportunity

By LINDA MELLERICK -
Camope

THERE'S somathing aboul braining in Seplam-
bnr.

Tha nights are darkening, that All-ireland feal-
ing is in the air. You wind down the rasning, take a
shower, emarge from the dressing room, M8 pitel
dark — you know you'rs in an Allireland final. -

That's the way the girs arg feeling as they haad

[

CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS: Tipperary's Defrdre Hughes and Cork's Elaine Burke, with the 0'Duify Cup,

Croke Park on Sunday.

ahead of the All-lreland Senior Camogie final clash at

Tt Pal Muph

Veteran looks to exit in a blaze of glory

Tipp captain

by Brendan 0'Brien

IT'S been a long but relemtless climb
up the camiogic wee for Tipperary and
captain Deirlre Hughes has E:cn thene
every step of the way from the days of
Junior obscurity to almost peremmnial
sennior kinppios.

For 16 years Hughes has been don-
ning the blue and gold. Half her life.
Ewen in a sport whers plavers are rou-
tineh promoted to their senior county
ecains whilie sull in their mid-teens, it
5 a singalar achievement

The finishing line 1 i sight now,
she mmspts; Sundays All-leeland  final
against ald sparring partners Cork may
be the #tage an whech she bova our aff
the game she has graced for so long.

“Lets just say ['m near the end.
There a lot of mileage there now.and
if 1'cam see this one out I'll be prey

happy
m the should be, When Hugh-

s firse hooked up with the Tipp squad
the summiz of their ambidons was o
break the smaighyackes of the Jumnior
ranks for the brighe hights of the inger-
migdiate grade.

They came close that first season in
1990, lesing the final before corsecting
thc result 3 year later by claimang the
title. It took another five years to nav-
igue their way through to the semior
ranks where, within two years, o
had won the couney’s firse All-Ire
title at the sport’s most rarefied lowel,

‘.Hm’; then, the garlands h:-ﬂI:_I hardly
stopped coming: Tipp enters the con-
test with ax Ig?:hrptgu seven All-[ne-
land tishes muckedd uncer their bebis, de-
feat vo Cork'in the 2002 final the only
championship hicoup in all that tme,

The ]'-L-:bcrmunq.-' has abways been
their barometer. The sides loae met in
the last four decuders and 1t was Cork
who were undisputed ladics of the
manor before Tipp broke their h:g«:-
moary under. Michael Cleary’s gund-
ance ac the marn of the mallennium.

When Tipp frst dipped their e

‘We had to
beat them

. L E S AL .,
TS e

twice to prove
it wasn’t a
one-off’

into the senior Cork inflicred
some crippling defeats, do they have
been the oo of both Hughes™ bess
and worst memories down the years,
Ask her 10 name a particular favourice
and the reply & insantaneous.

“The - semi=finil  apginst them in
2001 when it went o3 replay in Lim-
erick. We were pone bascally, They
got a goal late on and it I!mir:&lﬂu

H

Tipperary ring the changes for final

curtains for Tipp bot we pot 3 goal
and a couple of poing o win it

“We'd won our first All-lreland in
1998 but we hadnt had to beat Cork
that wear. In 2000 we beat them in
the furel, but even then we sall had
the fecking thay Gork wepe the big
ream. We felt we had to beat them
TWice to It wasn't 3 one-off so
bt.‘ll:ing chier e second e was
i mt "

frer o shaky league campagm,

Tipp dont l,'.:ll'?f the burden g
everwhelming favourites o this de-
cider as they have in previcous vears,

What 15 the samie, even after all the
years, is the pre-match rensson, the
almaost unbearable waix for the ball o
be threwn in on Sum:l;':,r :ﬁ:rnn{ln.

“The week. before voull abways
have thowe donbe  Are fit
enowght ks your touch okay? [rs been
a longer run into it this year with
tour - weeks between  the Lt oo
games 5o that adds to it o, You jus
can't wait for the Sunday o come

aroumnd, I'Hﬂ'ﬁl'. S4I0e a5 cvery year

:
?
!

towards tho week of the Al-roland Camogie fi- =
ity it

They hedd thair press night in Paire L Chacimb
last gvening and it was very clear to all how fo-
cidad thay are.

Most of the girks will head 1o the hurling final 1o-
morrov, From the moment they ender Groke Park
Ihey will think of Sunday weak. They'll look down

hﬂmlﬂﬂhmﬂm
on ihetr Eacis, will b thinking of soven days’ .
Horw cam you inot get caught up in an All-insland
firssl? | sometimes think that hose whoe aren't in-
volved of louchad in sorme way by it aren’t really

livineg.

I believod when | was playing that | was one of
e hcky people. | momembar & fiend, who had
absalutaly no interest in spor whatsoower, aaying
o me onoe: "Dont think bocsuss peopln don
Py 5port that thedr ives ane smpbier of ot as ful-
filing as yours.” And of course he was right. .

| suppose the wesk of an Allrelsnd final
should be and is enjoyabie to & contain extent de-
mmmmmmmm
and never ged oo nervous: olhors feel sick. Your
dosie 1o win can ba so great B can take ovor, You
nidéd io pet the balance rght

With 0 much media hype and athention thare
mhmmmamm-ﬂm
have o ba able o step aside from & | admit tho
n‘mnhmtuﬁ-ﬂmhﬂ-rmm.
The anly pressure (s the prassun you place upon

mmmlﬁmmmm
that I'm sure. | waiched last year's final the sther
night and Cork dominaied the first 20 minglss: of
te game but lacked scones. Against the rnan of
plary Tipp wonl in five points up. Cork fall apart in
the sacond half. Thay didn'l soam o have the be-
lied deep down that Sey could win the game
Cark have to play for the full hour and have the
balied in themsedves o the going gets fough.
Thay say that this Tipp team is the greatyst
leam gvar, but | don't think o. Killenery broke cur
hearis yoar after year We lost thees All-irstand -
nﬂhhb:fwhum 19E7-1085. We wars
beaton by a bettor team and thar s i
it RO disputing
Tipp have won the kst five All-edands cuf of
six and you're probably wondening what they have
ﬂbhmmwm'
feam that can achieva that ks 1o be admind,
beginning and losing belial in ourselves hess
past coupls of yamrs, | don't knewe,

E o

-

el

Maire Ui Scolal

REIGHNING All-Ireland
Foras na Geeilge champl-
ons Tipperary have made o
number of changes for
next Sunday's All-Irelamed
final against Cork

Philly Fognrty comes in
at midfield, where she will
pariner Angie MeDermott,
mh Emily Hayden losing

The Tipperary hackroom
tenm have also moved
Jonnne Ryan to left half-
forward, with Moclle Ken-
nedy in at centre and
Cladre Grogan on the oppo-
site wing.

The only change in the
full-forward line sces Jill
Horan come in with Geral-
dine Kinnane moving to
the subatitutes” bench.

Meanwhile, Cork have
madle just one chenge, with
Unn ODonoghue  starting
at left half-forward instead
of Angela Walsh.

Diblin, who are contest-
ing their fivst junior final
simce 1983, have also
pnnounced their team.

Anife Cullen is selected
at right full-back instead of
Germma Flynn while Emer
Lucey will start for the
first time in this sear's
chompionship in the for

wirids with Eve Talbol the
player who loses out.

Their opponents Clare
are bidding to end a long
wail, having not won a
Junior finn] since LH8E.

They are in the happy
position of being able to
call on Catherime O Lough-
lin for the full-forward

position.
has recovered
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Erica Minogue is also back  cLARE — & Ly, ) Sonke, 0 Corcorn, ©
from injury to take hep McMshon EEetng, C Hiler § Linogue
place in the right halfback 1% (5L 5 (ot | bones, &
Dioaghin, £ Commane. Sl O Ly
== | Delarey; 5 Koly. WF lﬂl“]‘.'l"U'IWﬂH'Z}LI;I:IEqI.EEi-E
CoCame, ¥ iy, M Wholan, § Ofleary, S Wi, ©
Faaughion, © Arther

But Cork need 1o sal the recosd =

rfunudmmm.p.mm -

Ihll'j m"ﬂmwlﬂtﬁm AL i
MH&mmmmm”‘mmu& 5

Qrmﬂfﬂqﬁﬂl.mwgw“m.m_ i -
e " Mistaka and the game can wam, irs

But it's the team mat is willing 1o

oyl o thai

m“mﬂ.hmmmnmmgm.iﬂf
themaeivos in front of tha hurey if needs: be. e, L3

player who can hardly breathe at the
: Firead we
Ihe team thal won't sven Sle,
will I:'I'Erll.l ﬁjnmmmﬂ'lﬂ 'HEHI et "_ -
Thnbeudhmhhinm‘mm -
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B CAMOGIE Croke Park showpiece won't clash with U21 final

Last minute deal
averts potential
GAA own goal

AN embarrassing  clash of

fixtures which complete
itrme mt?nﬁ‘#ntegnﬁ‘s

o0mem nt

with their women's m:g.'

ipebipre i e

of the camogie
association

Camogie’s manquce everts
= the Foras Na Gaeflge All-
Ireland senior and junior
finals — take place in Croke
Park on Sunday and their
aEsociation h-!lhtnﬂ‘?mt ata
mecting eartier 8 Year,
they had received an assur
ance that the All-Treland 1721
borling final, alss an the
sarme day, would not directly
clash with ft

S0 they were furious when
It e late last week
that the All-Ireland TIM
hurling final kad been fixed
for 3.0 in Limerick on Sun-
ﬂl}’.ldil‘ﬁ:h:lilﬂh "l"h'h their
senior game which was flved
With bo

th games havi
live  television n_!:
RTE are covering the wom-
en's final between Tipperary
and Cork-and TG4 are doing
the  Galway/Kilkenny 121
mateh — the camogie orga-
nigation was particularly

Camogie anger at

(liona
FOLEY

worticd at the effect on their
televizion audience, which
sporting  organisations
always wee 4% a barometer
and bargaining tool for
future sponsorship and TV
deals.

Frantic behind-the-seenes
negotiations ook place and
initially it looked kke the
women'’s only option would
be to move back both of
their finals (junior and
senior) by 15 minutes each
while the U9 match was
moved to 430,

Thizs waz a far from sdeal
solution for camogie consid-
ering all their armngements

big games clash

by Jim O*Sullivan

decider

one

CONE

THE Camogie Astociation is unh:l.pt-y'
that their All-Irebind finals in Croke
Park on Sunday will elmh with the

L2l hurding ider in the Gaelic Asociation was celebrating its 1
Grounds  beeween  Kilkenny and  anniversary. What had ned with
Galway the minor replay going shead on the

The amocation had hoped for a. same day could nor have been avoided,
‘ree day’ for their finab, in which he pointed out

Tipperary bid for a3 three-in-a-row
anst Cork in the semior whale
ubdin clash with Clare in the junior

“We don't tee why we cannot have
to ourselves,” sxid PRO Maire
L Scalai.
G-’lﬂﬂfi-‘mﬂn president Mirglim
Callyghan saod it was “regrettable”
that the huring final was going ahead.
“We wall have maximum relevision
e, but it would have been
preferable i there wasn'®t 2 clash —
even though there s no direct clash of
countes imvelved. It something we

will address through the integration  ting the ball and having a bit of fun”  Clemenss from the Ubster Council, abo moved Joanne Ryan to the left  Subsc O Twomey, J O'Callaghsn, A Walsh,
proces going E:ur'.l.i'[:‘rd 1o :m&-r she  Players from Dﬂnq.';linfnd Kerry will  who is already established. half ﬁ:mr;[] position, with MNoclle Em'i"’i“-?"“ cwﬂp Seonnor. L O o
added, be taking part. . n:lﬂhi : '.-.rlnfltI ‘Ln: Tuinhg :::uumiﬁ. Hmn:d};]i:u a centre and Chire Gro- 0 g o

"It's a2 battle vet to be fought” And. m terms of developing camo-  clubs and schools to develop the ame  gan on the opposite win ; !

A similar c[a.i?hﬂhﬂ i'n-'uir.l.o%]lut year, gie, the president "‘F“’T"‘? confi=  and aka to eseablish g SI'I‘I.IElfIﬂ mg:l;;it'l Jill Horan replaces Gs.'-;-rﬁhlin-t Kin- E'l-g‘li.—n} Butler: ‘illﬁ:":":ccclhﬂr
when the same rwo teams met in the  dence that their decision to appoint - and grade referees,” she added. ~ nane i the forwand line, Cork make £ Lecey, & Fanning: £ Burior, G Mc Cluskey,
scmior camiogie final and Tifprnr 3 pational pames co-ordinator (Lynn All-lreland Forss na Gacilge senior  one ..:h;_“ﬁ.: with Una O'Donoghue s l-lrw&ﬂnm;:. i uyﬁ,.m ;
were also imvalved in the T2 I‘l(z- Hrllrfmm .imtl!'itk}:l.m]l“‘ﬂ regiomal camogic champions Tipperary have  replacing Angela Walsh. Grapee, H Tavlor, € yan, & Marin, M O/ ivan,
decider apainet Kilkenny. afficers would a rich dmd.:F]dm ) mﬁjl ijlmbg rﬁ;fhu!w E‘:ﬁﬂunﬁ Sanlad msﬂc:"“ J Scanlan, O Ch
o An amangement was resched where- Miary OFConnar, a memiber of Do % All-lrelan against Cork. TIFPERARY: J Dulsnoy: 5 Kallyll 0Ovyesd : : B,
by the “huring game was |’11! on  the Cork camogie and ladies foothall ‘hr"hiil}' Fogarty comcs in ax midfield  Kinaes: 3 Noston, C Gemnor. T l-m-rgg:;{u;_ Wwﬁwm%ﬂﬁm }

] thunf!:q.- enabling Tippe panchs, is one of the new regional offi- — and vnl.'l_]]:u.rrner Angie Mc Dermott ?h;; pmmhmq.#m_;h:m"" . "L.:H-h-:nulmhh whan, C FLoughlin, § Com

other supporters 1o sec both cers and the other is Caroline Murray,  with Emily Hayden dropping down to CORK: A Murrey: uiliumr.-. immﬁm 5::' 5 ’ o ol

LT - originally from Galway, but based in  the bench. £ Pl Mo, e, e El'leT}'l:ﬁ' 5 }ms
Hu"Eq, on the Sunday, the minor  Dublin.  They will “join  Michacl The Tipperary backroom team have  O'Lsary: E Ditoa, 5 Dunies, E Burke. White, C Fnughton, £ Arthie.

that the arrar
been reached

between

hurling replay between Kilkenay and
ﬁah’;{ﬂ was played.

A GAC spokesman pointed out
ment last wear had
ause the Ca it

An agreement had been reached
both asociations at the nme
that this year the fhnalk would be
phayed at different times,

The senior cam
for 3.15pm and, following 2
with the countes, the U2 fs
stare ar 2pan

In berween the semior and junios
finals, the Camogie Association will
inrmduce their version of 'GO" games,
which are being launched this week.

Miriam O'Callaghan explained that
they were based around “participation
rather than compenveness, about hit-

e finzl i omed

Eu]w!l.}]*

were in place, including the
printing of match tHekets,

However, there wias o
breakthrough  vesterday
when the GAA moved the
men's game 0 oa 0
throw-in, which at least
means there will be no fele-
viston clash.

Leinster GAA Chairman
Liam O'N&ill laised on
behalf of the camogie asso-
ciation with the counties
involved in the U121 finad and
was a central Agure in find-
ing the compromise.

But considering the
cimogic and womens foot-
ball aseociations have been
20 iavolved in & muweh publi-
cised “integration” process
with the GAA in eecent
vears, this was a highly
embarrassing oversight
which will leave the men's
tﬂmhiiuu OpEn o aocwsa-
tions of merely paying lip-
service to their women's
EAIMS,

The camegie association
say they have always found
current. President Sein Eelly
to be very accommodating
and, indesd, secured the “All-
Ireland day' all to them-
selves on the national calen-

Dublin junior camogie captain Eimear Brannigan at a

press conference in Croke Park yesterday, Fichre: Ped

MurphySportdile

dar last year, in ondér to
honour their centenany final,

But there ks m:uuht they
are disappointed by this late
development, fegl that the
date with the hurling
will still affect their gate and
will be looking again for
some assurinces on this
thorny fixture issue in the

At Croke Park

of the Foras Na Gaeilge All- Ireland camogie finals, were,

near future. “Unfortunately
it shouldn't hawe arsen and
it will be very high on the
ngenda in terms of ensuring
that it doesn®t happen
again,® #aid Cumann
Camdégalochta na nGael
President Mirlam ©°Cal-
laghan d

"Hurling supporters are

that theres a big game in
Limerick will obviously keep
some  people away who
would otherwise have come
to our game

“It divides medin attention
alzo. Thankfully, there fs not
too much of a television

“However, In an ideal

vears ago for fixing their
senior men's club final on
m;]unﬁ iy iz the camogic

This not only diluted the
wWomen's support but directly
divided the O'Connor family
as da Paula, as she is
dolng this weekend, was lin-
g out in Croke Park, while
her twin brothers and inter-
county stars, Ben amd Jerry,
were lining out hack at home
far Newtownshandrum in
thee county fimal

Tipperany's sendor women
ire chasing a thres-in-a-row
and their sixth title in seven
years on Sunday, bt 20-time
champions Cork, who beat
them in 2002, are taking
inspiration from the men's
success amd are hoping o
overturmn dsem.

Dublin, who dropped
down to the junkr grade Tast
year, are back in their firsg
fingd since 1983 agninst a
Clare gide who lost the 2003
final to Galway after a
replay.

W clockwise from top left:
Cork's Elaine Burke; Hughes of Tipperary, Dublin's Eimear Brannigan and Clare's Deirdre Murphy,  Picturs: inpho



ix out of

seven - Tipp’s
goal on Sunday

By Gerry Shevin'

Six out af seven, of the sec-
ond 1hreesin—-a-row
achievement in S2Vel Years,
whatewer way you lock it
such is the goal which
Tipperary’s sensor camagic
shile has set ieself and next
Sunday in Croke Park will
F.'m.'idu MEany aniwers as L[]
ahere "ﬁpp': immed iabe
fatare as @ canagle fofce
lies.

Apart from the first year
(1999}, Tipp have foced
Crak im each of the past five
geasans, onoe (and & replay)
i & semd final in 2001, the
remainder in finals. All bar
the "02 final have seen Tipp
come oul on Lop aml im fact
next  Supday's  eagerly
awaited finale 10 the season
will be the fourth succes-
sivie Minal between these
great nvals.

RBul how. relevant is all
this referemos D siabisbics
etc 10 Sunday s game? Does
il really mater how aflen
one has bad the edge on the
other? Or is there any sig-
nificance in the fseq that
Tipp have had the upper
hand so ofien?

[ pmhahtf maklers 1o
Caork that they have had oo
bow io therr greal Avils o
often, That in its=ll and the
hopeful avoidance of thee
defeats an ghe ol is surely
a spur to them. In Tipps
case, it is mainly a matter of
secking to hold oo to what
they have, imespective of
the opposition, and 0
extend what has been a glo-
riis era, cven farther.

Both weams were in daf-
feremt growps and  Tipp
probably came oul best in
way in which the tcams
were  slotted  mbe each
froup. Inatially they were o
be in the company of
Antrim,  Kilkenny and
Limerick, o group thai

L

b

.

Jovia Delaney chears the ball in the 2004

leaned  hBeavily  towards
Tipp's emergence (probably
with Kilkenny) to the All
freband semi final, Amteim
pulled ouwt on the eve of
their  scheduled’  pame
against Tipp, thus sirength-
ening the odls favouring
Tipp's group irumph.
Kilkeany found them-
gelves in real roubde when
Limerick pat one over on
them (3-5 o 1-7). This
meant that outright victory
over Tipp would be
required if they wena o
rexch  the semi  finals
becanse it was generally
accepied that Tipp, helped
by home advantage
{Semple Stadium}, would
contipue 1o have the Indion
sagn on the Treaty side.
Tipp travelbed to Nowlan
Park for their clash with a
Kilkenny side that was very
deserminesd bul that lacked
the wherewithal 1o unduly
trowble o Tipp side that had-
't mocd to fire an all eylin-
ders. The score line of 0-13
o 1-6 hardly rellected
Tipp's dominance but when
Limerick came 10 Seniple
Stndium the scorg line of 5-
17 to (-8 vold 115 owm slory.
By now boh Tipp and
Limerck wene assured of
ndvancing and being chari-
table we were imclined 1o
fiee] that, perhaps. Limerick
were haoddang k. As i

lader turned  out, they
wegen 'L,
Meanwhile, Cork had

nine points fo Spame over
Wexford in their opening
game (2-16 to 2-7). They
followed that up with the
narrowest of wins (2-8 w0 (-
[3) over Galway, a viclory
that avenged Calwioy's sur-
prize leaguee final win over
Cork.

Hoving home advaniage
{Ballinasloe), Galway wene
confidently  expecied 1o
serd Wexford on the long

e

o T

b-Ireland final

journey - Bome, heir tail
between their legs: They
weren't prepared  for whal
Wexford produced in the
second half and & 3610 0-7
score line was @ very soce
biow 1o the Tribeswomen.

Al Iretand semi final day
in Mowlan Park o what
we all feared might be the
case in the opening game =
Cork v Limerick — matéri:
glised. Mo comiesi, Cork
completely on top as a 5-17
io 0-5 score line quile
emphatically states.

Memarics of & great com-
fest poyear ago when Tipp
and Wexford went into
pclion wene agaln evoled xs
these great laner-day rivals
liped out again, The open-
ing minutes suggested oth-
ETWise as Eimear
MeDonpnell blared through
in the apeatng minuse for a
Tipp goal. Tipp's early
dosninanet wis so0n damp-
ened, however, 35 Wexlord
came in o the game buf il
was all Tigp thraaghout the
gecond quarter a5 quite a
respoctable interval lead of
ten points was built up.

Fortunsiely, i1 was o
rather bealithy gap hecanss
Wexford kept  nibbling
away ab it in the second
half, point by point, and
placing  Tipp's  oualer
defence line in panicular
SIress.

Even though Tipp came
back for the game’s two
final points, they necded
Jovita Delaney to be on top
of her pame in order 1o pre-
vent Wesford from notch-
ing lwo goals af keast.

5o, ammber Tipp-Lork
fimal, a scenanio that maght
ot be all that healthy in ihe
context of the game's pro-
motion, Nopethebes 08 is
withoul doubt the clash of
the pame’s Dvo super pow-
ers and one that has all the
ingredients of o close, lense

agalst Cork at

Croke Park. Pic: Bridget Delaney,

allair.
Tipp lined out ELA

Wesford as they did in the
2004 All Ireland final o

while at this stage most|

positions are fairly clear
cut, the centre forward berth
has been chusing problems.
Moelle Eennedy was pee-
ferred 1o Emily Hayden
against Wexford: but hadn’t
the kappicst of games there.
A% an opponent for Cork’s
brillisnt centre back, Mary
O Coanor, the Tepp menlors
will probably have some
deep thinking 10 do. Emily
Hayden apd  Sheema
Howard, ns well as Noelle
are in the frame.

Jill Homn has been see-
ing soccer scholarship
action in Detroit of lae and
{an't due home until mid
week. However, the has
been keeping hersell fit and
active and her pace will
coant for much oo Sunday.
Claire  Grogan, Eimear
MeDomnell  and  Foanne
Ryvan ane most dependable
in attack while leam captain
Deirdre Hughes imvariably
relishes the Croke Park
BOCDE,

Fariber back. it ks unlike=
Iy that what has become the
most consastent line in The
peamy, the hall back lime,
will be as iEnocuoUs as
against Wexford. Sinead
Mezlon, Ciara Gaynor and
Therese Brophy afe sicadi-
pess persanified and it will
be a big upset if thoy domat
reurm b Bnposing Ways on
Sunday,

" Angle McDermot and

| Philly Fogarty have grem
individual flair and have
begun 1o make the mid field
arest Thelr own,

Cork limed out agninst
Limerick with only eight of
the tearm thad staried against
Tipp a year ago, although
they may well have been
kecping msch of their pow-
der dry, The most intenest-
ing aspect of their make-up
o date has been the placing
of the 200M team capinin
Stephanie Dunles ar full
Forward, IU's a Big move
from the pumber 3 jersey o
the number (4 and obe of
the expected highlights of
the hour will surely be the
clash of her with Una
O'Drwyer, Tipp's  highly
efficicnt full back. Suzanne
Kelly and Jubie Kirean
have been monning the
inner commers with great
cffectivensss and  behind
them all Jovitn Delaney
conlinues 1o respand with
assurcdness and steadiness.

Though not having go
i.|11|1|1.-ss againi Limenick.
Cork, neverthebess, emitted
signals of ipent that Tipp
would do well to take hoed
of. O the other hand, such
has  been  the  nvaley
bepween these teams and
their knowledge of each
other's  play, that we can
cxpect o real cad and moise
game.

wAs champions, the pres-
sure will indeed be on Tipp
bt that is unlikely to fac
them. Thay know they will
be up against it, but they
have prepared so well and
every. eventuality. had been
parsed and analysed

A meore direct flow of the
ball 10 the full forward line
ought 1o be a priomty for
Tipp on Sunday. If sich
emerges, then it = difficull
tr  see  them beipg

‘dethroned. Tipp are experi-

eped enough to be able to

withstand all that Cok will

‘throw ot them and while s

point will do a1 the end, the

(odds certainly favour them

w0 take their Gtk Al Treland
title in seven years,

Wing back Sincad Nealon ks a key member of the Tipp
team in Sunday's All Irelund senior ciemogzie fnal.

The ever relinhle last lne of defence on the Ti -
camogie tenm, goalkeeper Jovita Delaney,

ﬂ-w:n'qﬂln-pﬂ
Exhibiftion during the AR- reland camogie
m.ﬂu:h.ﬂ'lﬂnﬁﬂl"rl.ﬂlll:hul Lmﬂ.mm

sant Clare in the First Touch/ Go Games

Aol Hirges, Laurie ok 18 40 e i
mara. Ragan Corvky, Dairdre Brady, e
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Tipperary sﬂhr -:nnugh pane] that d-!l'ﬂl:ld Wexford in ﬂlr All-Treland semi-fingl at Mowlan Park H.Hﬁn‘m_'r Back row !l tﬂ r‘l Il'l'.ll‘ttl'!'

MecDonnell, Louise Young, Marin Tynan, Michelle Shortt, Niamh Harkin, Lorraine Davis, Trish O'Halloran, Geraldine Kinane, Pauln Bulfin,

Lorraine Burke, Meadbh Corcoran, Mary Ryan, Noclle Kennedy, Suzanne Kelly, Julie Rirwan, Claire Grogan, Therese Brophy, Jovita Delaney,

Clara Gaynor, Joanne Byan, Sheena Howard., Seated: Eimear Byan, Joanne Molan, Emily Hoyden, Deirdre Hughes {captain), Philly Fogarty,
Sinead Nealin, Una O'Dwyer, Eimear MeDonnell, Jill Horan, Angie McDermaodt, Pie: Bridget Delauey.

|s alsn an h:u'u socoer plaver. Ple: Bridget ﬂppn'nrj 5 Hmnrd ;nuiiﬂhul to cateh the hall at
Eﬂuph""«illdlum Pic: Bridget Defaney.

you're

-winning
the hunger
will always

be there”

— Tipperary

camogie ;
manager, Paddy

McCormack

¥eteran ol so much success with Tipperary’s camogie
team, Ciara Gaynor,

Philly Foparty,
e hall of
Tipperary's
midfield.

Tipperary must
improve further,
says Joanne

The honour of baaging bime the O Duily Cup last
year fell 1o Foanne Ryan, the Drom-Inch star who became
the fifth Tipp player in six years o lead home h-:r players
i cebehaation.

This year Joanne is back as an "ordinary’ member of the
team, but remains a key elamem of the Tipp sttack which
will be hoping to outscore their Cork counterpans on
Sunday.

“In was a greal year last year™, she 1okl The
Mationalist. "end everything went well but this year
there's oo beter person 10 be caplain than Deindre
Hugles. It wouwld be brillinnt o bring the coup up to
Tosmmevan, especially Ffor Deprdne,”

Joanme described the Tipperary panel as *'a famlastie
bumch of players™ who give |10 percent. every time.
That's wh:,' they keep winning.

But she warned: “We'll have to give an exira 10 percent
this time. Cork will be well fired up for os, Like us,
they've been there and losy an All-Irsland and keioo i
it feets like when you've got that far onky bo lose”

Thas year, Tipp have their thind mapagement ..elﬂul
the current era, with Paddy McCormack following in the
footsteps of Michael Cleary and Rayniie Ryan I:JM. thing
unifes ull three, however, according to Joanne Ryan.

“They e the same, because they™ve one thing in mind
and that's 10 win, They've got us to the final now so'irs
B b s A wEn i

n
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Tipp and Cork set to write
latest chapter in rwalry

by Brendan 0'Brien
ANOTHER. chapter in Gache gamies’

moit enduring modern rvalry wall be
WTilen . on &mth‘t' when Cork
and Tipperary CAMIOETC beams mect yet

in 1n the All-Treland decider at
Chrake Purk.

The o Munster counties  have
divvied op the last eight senior nikes
betwesn them at senior bevel and this
will be the fourth stmight year they
meet on the big dng

Though Cork are the tradinonal
h-.-.w:,rwmﬂm their neighbours hold
the whip hand. Having won :Iu:u' first
ever crown under Michael Cleary in
1999, Tipp ach the weekend
looking for their sixth tite in seven
YEATS.

The unv:g':ul' in all thas :aml.' came
agEinst Sun 5 OppOnens inree yeans
:;ﬂn and Enrf captain Elane Burke |
looking for a repeat.

“We just have o focus on our own

f g:lml. and' if we can do that v have a
ﬁ“ chance of reversing the resubts of
hig few years, The huadders and
Sean O are inspirational 1o everyone
in Cork asd we just hope that vwe can
ge on and emulate them”

Moy fancy their chances. Tipperary
sturbered ﬂimugh 114 ||:'a.guc A=
paign and have only been marginally
more impressive since the  champi-
onship staped.

Yet, the champiom will provide a
davnmipg tsk. The teamn i sull
back=boned by a clurch of plavers who
feamured in their breakdhrough suecess
of "99, one of mamy reasons they have

|"_|':":r"'="| asch  daminanee r'n:tl:lll'.-'
.:.:mnlul.l., 13 captain Deirdre H'llj.!.hﬁ

“hlichael Cleary was the main man.
When he came on board vath a few
ather lads they really brought camogie
o 2 new level in Tlp:p-r.'r:r:.' We wene
lucky enough to have a g-;mﬂ banch of
players together at the one tme.

“A bot of the gichs had won miner G-
tles belore we :-1:]1":!:1.1 winning them ag
wenpor level and we've been formnate
to keep those same players together as
a F‘“"F all thee bane

Also i acton ac HO) on Sunday will

be Dublin and Clare who will contest
what i expected to be an 4:|1|.J=!|]. tight
encounter in the junior fina

Thi = Dubliny finse time in the
decider since making the decmon o
d dowomn fom the mnu{ grade in
"m Last vear was noth :nﬁ thort af
disastrous for the capital side with
Wesford  evictin them from the
champiomship irl.ﬁu- very first round.

Atonement  for that - began wath
success 10 the Lemster :ILunpuL'mJJhp
Tt chmnm, the Mew Irelind Cuop
would be the best means of fase-rrack-
ing the games redevelopment in the
county, according to captain Eimear
DBramigan.

“Thia 13 a hugpely tmportant game

hurl
decision to play the U21 decider.

1 GAA dafanﬂs clash

ra T

| of hu rling, camogie

!!.hﬂ'm

%unmlapv with eritl-

:linn nvﬂ-ﬂu‘hm’uﬂ

Ahedr sanior and junior fingls in
Croke Park on Sunday and the
Iw.nr!'ﬂ ny All-refand UZ21
nal in Limerick.
mmmlm.mr't_

the day before the camogis finals
wag a ‘onca-off” arrangement ba-

cause of the 100th celebrations of
tha Camagle Association,

At a November meeting this
was made clear and a proposal

~ for the camogie and U271 finals 1o

be played together at the sama
venue was terned down,

Up to recently, the understand-
ing was that the senior camvogle
final would be at 4.20pm, leaving
the Li21 final to go ahead a1 Jpm.

Than the Camogie Association
fixad the senlor game fior 3.15. To
avold controversy, the GAC got
th hurling countias to agree to 8
Zpm start in the Gaslic Grounds.

for Dublin because we've been trying
v wain -3 atle for 3 long dme. I was a
big decision to come T o junier
lasy year. That didnt work out two
well for us, but we could have thrown
in the i::rm:l and digdn's. We've focused
on our objective of petting Dublin
n;un-:t&_",;il: back on the map”

Facing them will be Michael Ma-
her’s e ude wha can call on the
services af plavers like Meara MeMa-
hon and Catherine O Loughlin,

Though they won the last of their
{'uu.i.nr tehes back in 1983, Clare only
oat out to Gabaay alter a replay in the
decider tovo years ago and they have
already accounted for bist year's ¢ hagn-
prons Cork this term,

Jundor captaing Deirdre Murphy (Clare) and Eimear Brannigan {(Dublin) and senior coptaing Elain Burke [Cork) and
Deirdre Hughes [Tipperary) at yesterday's Captain's Day in Croke Park ahead of this weekend's Foras na Gasilge
All-lraland camogle finals. Ploure: Pat Murphy/Sporhifile

We must
ind that

it extra:
Burke

Cork

by Jim 0" Sullivan

THE difference between winning, and
bosing can often be indefinable, but on
other oocasions it can be quite clear,
1 the case of lase weeckend's Guinness
decider when Galway simply couldn't
match holders Cork for experience.
In termw of how T have
been dominating the Foras mEl
All=Ireland 1-|::1.1nr cam 1:I1:u'np|-
Cork have

onship in mecent
been phiying catc p, it seems (o be
simply a matter of the TIFS:uE"h bhav-
ing the more powerful con
hatever resson, new Cork

captaint Elaine Burke accepts that T
have had the edge in :h:'ﬁw
and thar Cotk must close the if
they are to regain the O'Dhuffy (EIP in
Croke Park on Sumday

{.-"'Tjrlt EE ili“'k i]n I:]l;hv: I:]in:]l ml-:tyl?ﬂ:
squad  which includes dual p
Briege Corkery, Angeh Walkh, Mary
D' Connor and Boena Hu»;Hq". wha
are members of the Ladies Football
side which contests the couney’s first
All-leetand vwo weeks lager.

Elzine Burke, a trainee solicitor and
a member of the Valley Roovers club,
I]gﬁl.‘-ﬁ that they would wished for
4 betrer build-up to the Gnal than a
muaway.  win  over Limerick in
Nm.i".?""" Park. bit of 3 Sight o

I B a lbat 2 i
Wgrlr:l;giiuwm:'t the ideal prepara-
ton for w,” she commented.

Interestingly, Tipperary won their
sermd=fAnal frve  poinb, wheren
Cork had defeared the same opposi-
twon by three tumes that in earlier
on in the campaign. However, Ekuine
cautions againgt “reading wo much™
into the two esults,

“The day we went down o Wex-
ford, what was at the back of oor

‘Any team
needs a bit of
luck to be

- successful’

minds was that if we won we would
qualify for the semi-final, If we Jost we
would have o wait for the other per-
mutations. We were gaing to do our
level best to win and that wh:uh
ﬁ Dcﬁmt:i}'T ‘lﬁ':::[fn-td did h
ter against Ti suppose it has
something oo dnpz':d] the rivalry be-
tween the countes, the sight of the

J "L“l: we did nor perform in the
final. would have hoped o _p]:;.-
much better. Any team needs a bit of
luck o be successful, bot you have o
be putting the efort in s we[l i you'e
to make your own luck.

“1 think the tﬂm i a bat more fo-
cused, this |
Eﬂﬂ:br::u_ll.:dﬂuz { 2 fimal, |:|11-'-Tl‘]|;n-.'J'l

ip to ent them
from mnmngprl?uw: ma!:ﬂr;lw} The
team  was  caprmined by Una
O'Donoghue, a good friend from their
uhbversity i:?l':' ansd Fioma O Drriscall

Em“ﬁ.‘uh:.tt:ntwmup:hﬁ :
new manaper and three new
—mdﬁmuu:th:hmnﬁﬂn
have t mespect for  her H-l'.'I!
m are tried and tested. She has
the medsls oo show for whar she has
achieved and when she speaks, we

listen!™
Elame accepts that the dual mvalve-
ment of the four plivers lhas been hard

on 'r.'hll:rrrjl:| mdmduﬂﬂﬂ‘at omes —rhr:-
calling that early in the summer there
were occasions when Angela Waksh
ﬁ];:':d oo games a day On the other
the co-openation 'ﬁmmd m
respective managements has
burden of training on the
Ancther of the fi ers, -Briege
L‘mlur} wat one of the lhn aggumst

Mayo last Saturday.

;Ec}m:ge i a superb athlete. She
didn’t stare the pame againg Galway
but came on for the last five minuges
and made the difference. She played ar
centre-back with ﬂuughdu‘-' in the
club ch n-mhup and 1t was her firit
unw.- in {crnnnn She played at

ght half I:n-n: against Limenick the

I:.u day and did well”
C'u!-_rkm];;‘m a lot of ground to make
i are to rriumph this ome,
"I% may have defeated Tipperary in
the League, but the resub was reversed

in the Munster final. Another re-

munder of the challenge they face,
1 think we ae nﬂrw{'u’r hc!u:d

somiething h.u I
have it this nmﬂ ifion: v
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Cork aim to break Tipperary grip

|
A NOTHER trip to Croks
Prrk this weekend us the
ie players go in

| semreh of 2 second tithes for Cark in

woven days Once agnin its Cork and
Tipperary who have reached the
final hurdle- and  1t% o ronewal of
odd rivalry ag they came fes to face
Mliumhﬁnﬂu.hh

£ gamie it mlso & uniquo "
ing as Dublin and Clare mﬂ
i fee,

Cork head the roll of honosir with
Dwenty senior tithes bot eertainly
Tipperary hove withoul doubt been
the tap team of recent time taking
five titlea since 1999 when they
arrived on the scene with'a Nourish
after defeating Hilkenny ‘to take
title number ane. Two yeirs ago
thoy had revenge on Cork stripping
ihe Loeesiders of their crown afler
Cork had stopped their quest for
four im0 raw in tho 2002 decder,
hat last year they bouneed back in
no uncortaks faahion o tom the
tnble. MNow ifls times for nnothere
meeting and agwin its shaping up to
e o close coll,

Cork are coptained by Elsine
Burks feom the Valley Rovers club
who i the representative from Inst
vear connly chimpions
Carrigdhoun nnd sheowill be hoping
o colebrate the ecounties twenty
first title in style Elsine is
_ Nostranger (o Croke Park and is
the helder of All Ireland senior and

Junior meedals,

The Cork feam & moanged by
dobn Cronin from the Clooghduy
cluby Mobn is well known i gaclic
gamed circles and i very involved
with s locnl chub ms well as being
one of the key memtors with
Cloughduv camogie club. In over ten
years invelved with inter coonty
eamoge Wenms this ia his frst yoar
a8 manager or selector with the sen-
jor side. Ho

Concheed the Cock minor camagie
team fo Al Jreland  Success IN
1868, a9 20002002 2004 while e
wana ales soach to the  Cloughduwy
pide who that County Senior
Championship titles in 2001 AND
2002 he i= presootly o scleclor
with the elub side who fook senior
chumpion=hip honours recently .
JJohn & jeined as selectors by Lst
yonrs All Trelond winning junjor
conch Lillinn Zincant who is the
halder of two All Trelnnd junicr
medals  with Cork and  Ollie
Huollihan wlo is the roprosenlative
fromy count champicns of H004
Carrigdhoun. another change in' the
back room sck up thas year has seen
formier anter connky sinr Fiono O
Drscoll come on boand ns trainer to
the side. With a distingoished play-
ing camcer buhind hoe Fionn (2 fow
showing the same enihusinem of the
finld o= sl tived Lo eleer Uhe coun by
to its firsl title gince 2002

The holder of six All Ireland son-

for meddals  Fiona his brought o
wonlth of expertise fa the job this
vear and bopelidly her enthusiasm
mndl dedication to the team will ba
remn_lul nl'l.."]unﬂn:.l st
Tipperary hovis fensod ontiroly
oo retaining their coown ol mak-
ingp it three in o row, they showed Lit-
tho intereat in the league and indeod
hind o rather shaky start to their
championship campnign  beforg
upping the ante to progross oo
semi finnl mesting with Wexford
Much was expecied of Wesford after
caming 8o closs lost vear. Tippernry
mibe all the running in the opening
hndfand looked nnbentabde but once
Wexfiord settbed cracks began to
shaw and it was Tipp who lning on
to midvance o the final i Cark cnn
hald the Tipp inside Line which will
probubly be Deindre Hughes, Emor
MC Donnell and Jill Horan they are
in with a preat chance |, this hns
been the trio that have been dotng
the damnge add in Clare Grogan
il thiey will need carcfial watching,
At the back Sinead Nealon, Una o
Erwyer and Ciars Gaynor farm the
baek bamoe of the Tipperary dofence
and il Cork succeed in beeaking this
strongheld the scores will come,
The Cork team  have prepared
wioll and no stone has beon ledl
unturned off the playing field by
either tho county badird or the newly
former sapportera elub wha hove
shiwn greak support J'ur!lhe beam,

Cork comogle toam who will contest the Foras no Gaeilge All lreland Camoglc
finads in Croke Park on Sunday next Sopt 18,

County boand chairperson Marian
M:ﬂn.rl.h}' hﬂl]‘L’llIWTl_l,llhd‘lhl_i'H;\_l,'
ol the mond in the camp ia apbsal
1 preparntions aro well wnder way
for Sundnys show dewn. As is
always the ense ® lob of off the ficld
preparations are vital Lo the success
of the weekend and here Muoros
and her team of officers sro busy
enauring the team hotel, travelling
arrangements, playving gonr and off
the field genr and omy special
requests the management may lave
are all tnken €ara of  While all the
focus of attention hos lssen ficmly
fized on their male counterparts the
Corl girls have been busy potting in
thitir preparations for what is the

Camogiechat

blgpest ‘dny in enmogio ealondnr,
The board are hugely gratofsl to
Punch’ Industries and  Color
Untchor who are sponsors of their
counky tennss, The feam bove also
recoived hupe support from Club
Encrpiser who have been ensuring
the players had plenty of water nl
elaib energiser ot all their troining
segsions and gumes, all is wow ready
with ihe count down firmiy under
WY

Ba comse an and got behind the
tenm by trovelling on Sunday to
Croke Pork another whelory will
ensurs L Leeside Parly conlumues,

Each year brings its Deirdre — A vastly
own excitement -
says Ciara

By Gerry Slevin

Suceess breeds sucoess and
in the view of CIARA
GAYMOR, Tipp have
thrvved on what recent wears
have brough them, 5o moch
0 that ench new year has its
Wn excitement, {15 own
flavoaurs,

The Kilrsane mative, pow
8 valsed aseet £ the
Duharra  combination  of
Buargess and Portroe (whene
she lives) has been on board
gince the sart of Tipp's
greal cracand sees cach year
& one that brings new play-
ers, new ideas and in gener-
al a deeper appreciation of
how faile has deali with
them since 1999,

Ciara ai centre back is
ane aroand whom so mech
revolves  throughout the
hour amd while having
absolute trust and confi-
dence in her colleagues, o
the same tHme she ks fally
aware of the huge threal
they ean expect f[rom the
Cork stinck.

She stresses the need o
be at their best because of
the way in which the
defence = especially her
own outer line — allowed
itsell to be placed wngler
such severe pressure by
Wexfard i the semi final,

“That performance
(againsl Wexford) worried

us, We didn't peefosm to our
podential but, on the other
hand, Wexford are iough
amd they know how lo play
us. And yet, having said
ghat, we played badly and
still wan by five points. We
were disappointed with Gur
own performance  “though
we must give credit fo
Wesford . We were damned
glad 1o wim it and they did
their best nof to fet us play
the type of game we like to

Cigra Gaynor

play,” says Ciars,

But that is all in the past
arl Ciara is hupc!'ul thad the
lessons leamed then will
benefit them on Sunday
hecause she expects Cork to
be all o to dethrone them.
She gees Cork s having
wery fast forwards wihw will
nen at them and they will
have 1o be ready for them.

O thing Clam Gaynor
feels is codally absent from
this team is a sense of bare-

dom. Once the season
beging amd training stars
the misod chamges to one of
determination to do well as
long as they have the legs o
do i1, Her colleagues are a
great bunch 1o be involvexd
with amd when you add in
the suppart and the dedica-
tion of be back room team,
everything just slots indo
place,

Each manager, as Ciara
sees it, hs had a desire
concenlrale on hurling all
the time znd that suiis the
players becsuse they want
to burl as msch s possible.
Fighting for places also
keeps them eager and deter-
mined and each sew man-
agement brings, not alome
new wleas, bal can view
players pateatial differently.
They have had instamces of
players being iried out in
different  positions  and
being successfil ibere and
this all adds 1o the varicty of
the whaole thing.

It is difficult 10 envisage
Cizra Gaymor asywbere bu
al centre back, so efficient
and pccomplished has she
been in thar pivotal posi-
tion, Hopefally, on Sunday,
she will eomtinue o perfonm
with all the assuredness and
expertise that have hall-
marked her  illustrioas
career in the bluc and gold.

experienced captain

by Shane Brophy

FOR over sixteen yeass,
Toomevara’s Deirdee
Hughes has bed the Tipper-
ary sitack mnd has been o
central figure in their five
All-Irelond sucesses =0 for.
Toamevata's viclory in
lixst years county champ-
omship has given Diekndre
the proud responsibility of
lemding the premicr girls
ot omte Croke Park on
Sunlay.

Captniney is nob new 10
[Hai a5 ihe nrﬂ:ﬁn Tip-

perary 10 the All-Ireland
ineermsediate hurling e
way back in 197 which
brought Tippermry back
imbe the senior cumogis
championship and thay
have ot Tooked back
SIRCE.

“Tlsere 1% B [rERSLne o
me as captain,” she sadd, 1
am eajoving it I1's no big
deal, | have heen around
&0 long ab this stage, '
my seventh final and my
sixbeenth season with the
COLENLY Deim.

Tipperary have coms a
similar path this year as o
the final like lasi year
when Wexford gave Tip-
perary an almightly scane
in Movwlzn Park anc they
almuost repeated the same
irck this year bua Tippers
ary wion oul by a five |1~|uir.||
margin which in o way
reflecied Wexlond's dis-
play on ihe day. Deirdre
hipes it was the team®s
bad performance out of the
Way.

DIBN'T PERFORM

“W'e are hopefully com:-
ing good al the rght time
bBut we wion™t know untsl
the day. We were s bad
againsl Wexford, We
probatly had betler prepa-
ratbon this year. Last year
the club scene wis blamed
for it bist this year we wene

Wl: headd ugﬂﬂd
a0 we had po

(enense. We sill didn’

resilly perform &0 we are
ihoping that the extra two
o three weeks traming
will bring us on,

Once againitis old
rivals Cork in their fourth
decider im six vears and

humnger in (aking on the
Reebels is sull there.
“We are alier beating
theem mosw for two years,
O you see the red jer-
sey that's all you peed or
bt see Croke Park in gener-
al, I's a hu]:'.u: thimg Lo b
there. Seven yemrs on s
srill a thrll,
Tipperary*s semi-final
tenm ineledead ten of (e
tenm which started in their
very first All-Ineland final
win against Kilkenny hack
i 1999 and Derdre
belicves it b petting hander
wr ke il gobng every
year.
“For the alder playess it
i5. The wheede thing getting
back, irying 1o gef the
by rgche, trving o pedt il
That™s it really and the
wanther l'u:irl.j:'. ay bl It %
only this year that’s get-
kg 1o me a bit beacuse |
aim getting a lnle bit obder.
Faddy MeCormack las
stepped into the very large
shioes beft by his twa very
suceessiul predecessors
Michael Cleary and
Raymie Ryan,
“1t has been diflenent

apain,” she saud. *“Train-
ing and drills have been
different every night, Yo
withd thimk after having
Michac! Cleary and :
Raymic Eyan, that they
knovw all the deflle, B
Fnirmess. hiis soeme
amaound of drills in bis
pockes. | don’t know
where he geta them io be
honest. Wi are getting on
wiell, The enthusissm is
there. Once ¥ou fet 10
"Croke Park, if that doesn’t
motivate you, nothing
will™



Delrdre Hughes is aiming to be the sixth Ti
captuin to tuke home the O Dully Cup sinee 1999,

Lifting O’Duffy
Cup would be just
reward for Deirdre

SHE HAS terrorised defences throughout the

country for years, plundering goals and
points with little mercy, and is o shining
example of all that's pood aboul this Tipperary
camogic am. So il's appropriate that Deirdre
Hughes should be capiain as Tipp make an
attempt on a sixth All-Ireland title in seven years.

While it"s her first time beading the side inbo a senior
fimal, the Aame-haired full-forwand has been hene beforg =
&5 captnin when Tippermsy won the All-Ircland imlenmeds-
stz champlonship back im 1997, the win which paved the
way for promolion b senior ranks and all the soccess af
the subsegueent yearss,

Fanelhigis: may have conse and gone but the core aof 1he
team has remnined in ploce during the intervening period,
players such as Dedndre Hisghes who are always on hand 1o
dispense the wisdom ol their comsdemble expericnee,

She's dome it wll on the feld at this stage, and ber talents
and g.mrfurma.nn:x have browght ber the unigue honour of
being the only current player named on the camaogie T
af the Cemnry last yeas, bat Deindre remains as keen
ever 10 win.

“You have 1o just keep plugging away, working aned
working and working ™, she says. “Unce you get 1o Croke
Park. if that doesn’y motivate vou nothing will.”

When it comes to a tecam such a3 Tipperary, which has
won 0 much silverware dver the last few years, the ques-
thon ihat is oppermost in the miads of cutsiders is how they
keep coming back for more, how the thirst for glory hasn't
been quenched by now,

The answer from the players, ir.r:lludinf: their capimin, is
ihat ench vear is different, each sexsom brings o new chal-
lenge. Meanwhile, with the alent coming through to the
semior panel, pone of the experienced players can afford 10
sit back, inke it casy and go throagh the mothons.

“E'unlfml:i[inn. for places 1 big”, the Teamevarn siiacker
rﬁm: out. “There's a coaple thens pushing the whole Hmie

t's ahard team bo break into, but it always has to happen
sooner or later, We'd two pow players bast yeor and there's
one ar woe more agalin this year ready o come . [1's o
i himself [the manager] and the ssleciors what io do. In
great though, because tmindng is very competitive.”

As they did last year, Wekford gave Tipperary a lesling
challenge at the semi-final slage after Tipp bl come
through the casier of the round-robin groops. Tipp led
comiforably a1 hall-tmse, 110 to 1=1, but only scored thegs
moee poinis and wene dmgped into o baiibe by a deler-

New challenges for Giara

by Shane Brophy

FOR Ciarn Gaynor, this
year has lought a new sel
if chinllenges on the camo-
gic neld,

She i o part of the new
Duharrn club (Ponroe and
Hai 1 which have quali-
fied For the county final
and onee again see mans
the ;'I-l'rnl}lll centre 'I:ruril;l.;
sport as Tipperary go for
their |.||1|I1F:m|.- :i!:1 ﬂ5.|:'.'1'.'|1

years,

T wonibidn't compans any
Gl therm,” she: soad. “You
doa’t compare: the chanapi-
anships. Yoo ireat every-
one differently. You just
ljh:-m{cﬁ fimal or every
game as it comes! Every-
one i tredted differently.
There are different posi-
tiomal changes on teams
and there are new girls in
and different girls on the
panel. 1t°s o wotally differ-
ent sel-up.

“There s special motiva-
tiom for the game. Yoo e
mal motkvated By what hap-
pened last wear, You ore
midivated on this year.
You are traiming for this
and you want o win this,
Differcmt girls bring dififer-
en tings,”

S dul Tipperary's semi-
final performance waorry
her? “Yes, it did, We did-

'l perform o our poteniizl
bt that's Wesford, They
arg toigh, They know ow
1o play us. Hoving snid
thag, we played badly and
we il wn by live paints,
We were all disappaintes
coming off the field. We
were disappointed in oar
own performance, We werg
dama glad (o win i1 Bui
still having played badly
against Wexford nnd we
are i Sayeng thal they ane
o bod tenm, They are a
greal icam bul they dida’t
Bl us Fdrw Tan £Mar |1:|.1'|L'11[i:|.l.

“We like 1w go out and do
our hext and play. well and
see & bit of flair in the
game, They didn'y leg us do
that nnd we still cama
throgh with & win. We
have forgotten aboal tha
neww and are geiting sci for
the final.

Ciara s still greatly moli-
vaked 10 play for Tipperary
and = stll very enthusistic
as she [aces into her sev-
efth Scofsttulive lahal.

“Chace you get in training
with the giris. the whole
thing lakes over and that's
it, Wou oge caughil up in il

“Every day you go oul
makes if worthwhibe. Tl‘h:':.'
&I 8 grel keam and a greal
bnch of girds 1o p]n].' with
and we hove gréal crabe
and ilwere 15 greal comer-

pderie there. The change in
management this year has
brought o freshness fo the
set-uf with plenty of com-
petitim for places and she
believes that is hns becn
pond for ler oWn game as
wall,

“I has been a, good
change for us, All the girls
seein o have responded
well with the new manage-

ment. These is Mghting for
positions which is good
and your pol as complacent
that you have been picked
befare by n manager and
you'think he is going to
pick you again but this
time wie ol started off with
i clean slatg and you feel
like you have eamed your

ploce.

“New management sees

differend things i differen
girls anel will iry out people
in different positions and
just rejig the whole things
and bring new girls onto
the panel that mayhe had
been overlooked before
and who maybe are coming
of age now, It"s a good
change,” she said, before
belatedly joining the rest of
thie panel for trmining.

Gakaay.

John Pender, Cill Dara

A native of Enfield John moved o live in Kildare fifteen vears ago and
has contribured richly wo Ganlic Gamigs in his adopted county @ver
since. Apart from refereeing ac all levels he served both as County
Secretary and County Chairman of the Camogie Board

Jehn has refereed hundreds of games at all levels, ameng them the
Junior Gael Linn Cup in [977, Senior League final and junior all
Iretand final 2000, This year he took charge of the All Ireland Junior
A Colleges final, the Junior Mational League final between Cork and
Gabway and the All Ireland Junior semi-final between Clare and

The genial Round Towers clubman is Iooking forward 1o stepgpang
out in Croke Park today to referee the senior final = It is a great
honour 0o take charge of an All Ireland final, | want 1o make sure that
the players have every opportunity to show their skill within the
rules and 1o have 3 good game myzel 53 well”,

mined and young team fron the banks of the Skaney,
However, o toaph game may have been just what the
tean needed. in advance of the final. “Ir would m

Up for the Cup: Deirdre Hughes, Tipperary, befl, and Elaine Burke, Cork, with the O'Duffy Cup, ai a captains’ day in ndvance of the Foras
na Gaeilpe All-Treland Senjor Camegle Chanpionship final between Tipperary and Cork te be played on Sunday at Croke Park, Dublin,

S @000

stand foyus, There's arcas there you'd have to be
absout bat we're jusi hoping it will come right.™

Cluiche Ceannais na Sinsear faoi

urraiocht ag Foras na Gaeilge
3.15 in. Tiobraid Arann v Coreaigh

An R-E'lh!'ﬂlr;
Sean O Piondair,
Cill Dara

John Pender,
Kildare

Lot b right: Beirdre Mughes, Ciara Gapnor, Una 00wrer amd Jovis Detaney.




Nowcomers to the panel are Mary Ryan (Moneygall) and L

Limerick
boss backs
the Rebels

By PJ AHERN
Limenick Vigwpainl

CORE will win the Foras na
Gaelige All-Ireland Camogle final
on Sunday.

That is the opinion of Limerick
senior comogle managern, Ger
Hegariy whose  slide Wwas
hammersd by Cork, 5-17 to 0-3 in
the Foras na Gaelige All-Treland
semi-final.

Hegarty =sald, “Cork are on m
mission this year.

*They will be very difficult to
beat.

“They have a few quick Inside
forward line. Fiona 0°Driscoll has
done a fabulous job training the

He does, however, feel the ease

; ':.‘ : "" ¥ o’ ; ! p alde.”

- '. ‘. . . ] .
] | in which Cork defeated Limerick
& - could be detrimental to the Rebal

County in the final.
. . *The semi-final belween Cork
f: i and Limerick was a non-event,
{ J They will have learned nothing,
. =i o While. on  the other hand,
r ! ¥ TIIJ']JETII-'}' are coming into the 13-
LR g -

nal on the back of & very toagh

" Egame against Weadord,”
I 3 = ; Ger Hegarty is In no doubt
Reel 5 i =y e 7 s i et about where the game will be de

\ -.-'“'EI . cided.

et ARy
" g 1-1.,,'5."1,1.:" N = i oy
= 3‘1 e :._,.‘--!.. s . R “If Cork are to win they muost

o] .. iy _I|.r'4 I.."#._.1

il

= IR i g : e, !
™ bl i i, Ly 18 neutralise the Tippera
e AP & L F.. half-back line. T
; R s ] | *The half-back line is the
He s e Imanching pad for Tipp's aitacks
and Ir Cork ean silence them then
they will be an their way.™

nal .gal-t ithe same opposition. Fie; Bridget ﬂe.fr_p.
8 »..:
Hughes hints at retirement after final v A ad ©

the only player still playing
to be selected on camogic's

camogie star Deirdre

has hinted that

s All-Treland final
il .'ﬁlheheirhl:ﬂ. S
“H 1 ean see OTE . 0 g
and come sway with grm:lﬂnn!:mer. she
another victory 1'd be pdmitted. s probably
delighted. I reckon this because I'm another year
could be the last ome for ﬂ&rmﬁﬂm:niﬂ_ﬂ
me,” said the 31-vear-old mileage on the dock.
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ANOTHER THREE-I
ROW THE HUGE PRIZE

FOR TIPPERAR

Goalscorer in the All-Ireland semi-final agaknst
Wexlord, Eimear MelDonnel

IT'S A ROAD they've travelled
miany LEnses in recent years, bat
there's no shartage of anticipation
nencthelbeless this weekend for
Tip 's cammKgie s2ars as they
head to Pasrk omce mare for
anciber All-TIreland senlor fimal
agninst Cork,

From 1999 to 2001 Tipperry
rabzd the roost on (ke cansogie
scene with three All-Ireland titles
in a row aned then they had thear
mun inermupied by great rivals
Coek i 2002, However, they
bounced back with two more Gtles
in 3003 apd 3004 apd are now
attempling 1heir second hat-rck
in even years, o monamenial feat
i anyons's language.

The previous successes have
coamee wnder the management of
Michael Cleary, and then Raymie
Ryan, bat this year there's a pew
boss in i
McCormack of Thurles Sarsfields
who had sonwe gread days out with
the Tepp mioes hurders oi (ofser

imes.
While the manapement may
bave changed. there's o greal
semse of cominaity about the team
wilh muany Faces <l present from
fhee team whach made the semor
breakthrowgh in 19949, Such as
team captain Deirdre Hughes and
ather stalwarts like Jovitn
Delamey, Una O Devyer, Sinead
Mealon, Cian CGaynor, Eimear

McDonnell, Therese Brophy, and
Angie MeDermolt, (o name but 2
few,

It's their seventh final in succes-
sion, with Cark once again the

itiom, and Tipp eamed 1l1¢ir

ace thanks 1o a hu.rd feaght win
over Wexford at the semis ||'I|:|J
stage. This was nfter they came:
thnough a rousd-rabin group con-
taining Limerick, who were them-
selves slaughtered by Cork last
time round in the semis, and
Eilkemny who hove faded some-
what sinec the years when they
dominated camagee,

T wiins in the growp set up
that meetimg with Wexfard which
they scemed 1o be on their way to
winning comicnably, with a aine-

int lead of the break, befine

afprd inched their way back

it contention. In the e, Tipp
cam through with a 1-13 1o -8
win as BEimear MeDonnell
nodched wp 1-2, Claire (G
seonod 'I]E.ml Toanme: Rmilt
Horan sed Sheena Howasrd sdded
4 polm each

I the long mun, that secand half
near-col| wis, probably just
the lomc |p-|'l neciled a4 1
rerminded them that they need 1o
siny focussed for the entire 60
mlnapes, asd will have to againsi
Cork. Last year if was a simlar
slory, when Wealord went within
i scare of krru:l-:in.g 'ﬁppmm‘j it

of the All-Ireland.

“Wenfard were very well pre-
pared”, says Paddy MoCormack
of this year's semd-final. “We
staried betier and got the lead bat
they owned the second half, We

b0 end up winmners and
last year W was the same. Tt was a
tough game. If they stick together,
Wexford will make it. Camogie
needs peams like Wexford coming
ihrough, bat we hope nod at the
expense of Tipp at the moment!™

Paddy belizves that Cork will
have beacfivied from foughsr
mabches in the qualifying group,
against Wexfond amd Galway -
ard that they’ll have been dolng
mizch hard work in the last few
woeks 1o prepare for ihis crunch
match om Sunday,

“Tipp and Cork would know
cach ather well over the
ke says. “and the players Iy
fiwi e e bt
one, They played in the Last three
Mursser finale and the Last fiour
All-1relands, Cork would kave
seen us o lod and we would have
seen themma bow It will come
dowam in what happens on the day,
both teams will have prepancd
well.”

Drwer the last few years there's
been precioas litke between the
counties on All-Irelasd final day
and while Tipp have beld the
upper hand in thekr Bast two

Preview: Conor Kane

B

-A-

September meetings, Cork will
remember the final of 202 when
they inferrupted a long period of
Tipp domination, and will not be
afraid of their opponents when
throw-in time booens o Sunday.

Indeed. they will be out 1o set
the recond sraight, as they sce it,
aed will not be keen 1o lose thres
finals in & now.

Meamwhile, Tipperary have
shown in the kast couple of years
that they have no probllem getling
e Ht}lrig}u frame of mind,

ate alll of the success they've
had by mow, snd will be o keen
as ever for victory amd 1o give
Digiiredre H s the chance to
"Duffy Cop arcund
ward,
‘l:lmeynu e winning, the

will l]wu.ﬁ. be there™, o
Padgr g5 it T weill

gpl;ulnu Or everyae,

for Hr: players and for their
clabs

This superh Tipperary team has
limbe left b prove 1o anyone after
all of their achievements over the
lassn few years, but that won't stop
them performing b0 their utmost
yet ogain in Croke Park. 1f they
do that, another three-in-a-row
should be on 1be cands

gromenanan

Pictures: John D. Kelly

Goal machine
Eimear can unlock
Cork defence

WHEM IT COMES 100 the b mabcles,
Tipperary can usually rely on comer-dor-
word Eimear MeDonmell b weigh in with
some vilal acores.

She did it fwo years ago i the All-
Irclomd final with a classic 2
R et t:amp:l-r,: of her ability 1o fisd the
rel came just four weeks zpo in the semi-
final againss Wexford whes she made -
tle of the defence and blasted home in the
firs mimwse w0 give her team the perfiect
slan.

Her contributbon remains hage, her pas-
shon reniaing wndimmed. So w6 the wall to
win s8ill thene in tbe T'E-p ranks I].ﬁ much
& it was bisck B 19997 "W
dioubt”, she replies finnly. "It‘s ldl“l:-l'l:ﬂt
BUME EVETY YEar, dmcum:]w’{s differ-
ent incidents nrxd the feam is di
Mone of the matches ane any less qﬂml
than the nest.”

And she points out that all invalved
wind 1o make the most of their time at the
toq of the game, *We'ne not around forey-
{'.tl.h] murumw:'numu-rhuw:

Mﬂmuhll-e ihe sight of the r:djcf!n!}'nl'
mwﬂlﬂmn bes eruigh bo b
best in any Tipp team, so there
ﬂmuufrmljmmml faciars for

Eimear and her colleagues as they connt

dovan the time antil the throw- st Croke
Park, “Cork are always different too”, she
nidds. “You con never predict what they'ne
gotng o da.”

Training has been as hard and a5 miense
a5 ever under Paddy MeCommack and his
leam of selectors, acoording to Exmear,
bt she nclmits that, no matter bow well-
prepared they are, “you always poed tha
bat of leck when you play in Croke Park,
cupecially sgainst  team a5 good a5
Cork”

Weafond, who produced a second half
fighthack in the All-Ireland semi-final w
really pat it up mﬁg are “an wp and
coumang team”, siys Eymear M:I.‘a'-mll
bt ke extra experience which the cham-
pioas have gainesd in recent years helped

Il them through,

milay will be the comer-forwand's sev-
enith All-Ireland senbor final in oo row, with
vigtory coaning o all bat one of the
deciders so fur, It's o tribute o the deter-
minaticon and dedicaton of plavers soch s
Eimear that the ;mﬂl;u:lh:tupicrm
long, “It%s ket s busy!™, she
says with a ln-u;h I"I won't know wh.i,ln
oy with my time wisen it's over, Bei
past of a teanm is brillinnt and cspec
this team, because it's something special.”

Tipperary panellist Emily Huyden in training kst
week,




Na Reéiteo1

Cluiche Ceannais na Soisear
1.00 i.n. Ath Cliath v An Clar

An Résbeow;

Una Ni Chearnaigh,
Ardmhacha

Una Kearney,

Armagh

| Lina Kearney, Ardmhaca

Una Kearney of |'::|II'|-r|1'||:n ab 5tBrendas is back for the second year
i oA row having refereed the senior final in 2004, Una has been
reforeping for seven years now. Referring came rathor by accident
e Una. Her good friend Paula asked her one ev aning to referce a
: match and o the ot the tasce for dwe |uh Sirce then shie has taken
. v -y S charge of many mrer-county garmes but can recall wit i
TTI"‘F'ERHF ¢ All-Ireland’ ELIﬂI.'IlI‘ Eﬂmﬂﬂﬁ T n S U T kg ¥ -.I|-'.:1-Fn1n|:'|.:;.-: ¥ her first mu-:rr'-E oLy mlnr:. l:l -..:-ilgl :;J;_.IIF;:TrELjT:
dﬂ::idﬂ‘ al wins “'ﬁ”"f Wﬂfﬂlﬂ, i i e Championship final between Derry and Down which the Oak Leal
with oppoq : vent : Tipp had a goal fr | County won.
MeDonng ;

was dows ikes Eﬂ ‘oujd have Been worse had J -D!:Iml.w Dot made a crus Paths to the Finals - Foras na
cial savell : nalizing he T A sixtl m senior ladies’ Gaeilge Senior All Ireland
ebndd " i o Camogie Final

TIPPERARY
| Tipperary vs Kilkenny
0-13 B e
| Tipperary Limerick
| 5-17 0-08
E'i'!pperary Wexford

BEGS. 108

0-13
Wexford
2-07
Limerick

ﬂ_i’ 1592, 1993,
ﬁﬁg?r. 1998, 2002
o

)0, 2001, 2003,

CRAOBHCHOMGRTAS FORAS NA
GAEILGE PRIOMH SCORAI 2005

iz e o B




past masters - all-ireland junior champions

15 September, 1074
Clare 3-2 Dublin 3-0

A FEAST of fast camogie was served up
in Croke Park os the Clare Iadies carved a
niche for themselves in the annals of cam-
ogie in the county. It was a famous first
for Clare — & first ever All-Ireland camogis
title was brought 1o the Banner,

Shannon player Mary Dolan had Clare
o the All-Irednnd road as eardy as the see-
opd minute when she finished a rebound
off Dhiskdin keeper Phyllis Brestin 1o the

15 Zeptember, 1936
Clare 1-13 Kildare 3-4

HISTORY was made in this All-Ireland when
Sister Kothleen Elliott becamse the firs mun
to line ot im an All-lreland Gnal, And, she
marked the historic occasion by scoring the
first poamt of this final in Croke Park.

That's where the happy history ended for
Kildare though,

Thereafter, the happy history belonged fo
Clare ns anotheér prosd chopter was wridten in
the county's camogie annals.

Tlee double act — Clare camagie’s very own
"Terrible Twins” took this All-Ireland by the
scruff of the neck and ran riot in GAA hend-
guarters. They were Maura MeNicholas nnd
Catherine O Loughlin,

Moura was the captain and scorer-in-chief
with [-T oneer the hoair, whibe ﬂ'!;mghiin Wik

net from close range.

m-’t m::ﬁh:un bt it all went wrong afier
al= in got an equalis in the

12th minue Iah mMnu?Sﬁuﬂ and

early in the second half they found them-

selves five points adrift.

Cue the grear fightback. Mary Mahon
spdoed 30 yards before passang 1o Maureen
Davoren who finished to the net. Davoren
then added a point from a 3 to reduce the
gap 1o o poind, Then came the clinching
goal in the 2Mth mimie when Mary Grif-
fin bopted to the pet from close mnge.

“Al the beginning of the year we did not

really believe in ourselves,; but with every
win, more confidence was instilled into
the team,” said captain Margaret O Toole
afterwands.
Clare: Moureen  Kelly, Anne  Marie
(YLoughlin, Rose  Kelleher, Margared
O Toole. Clore Harrington, Teresa Me-
Donagh, Kitty MeNicholas, Maureen Da-
voren |-2, Mary Dolan 1-0, Mary Mahon,
Pauline Ryan. Elesce . Fitzgibbon. Subs
— Mary Griffin -0 for Ryan, M Saunders
for E Fitzgibbon.

the young starbet from Kilnamona wiho burst
¢n the national stage by scoming six grea
perinits Fromn play.

Clare hod only one survivers from the [981
Adl-Treland wictory in Carmeel Wall, but inex-
persence was no obstacle 1o them on finn] day,
They led by 0-8 to 1-3 at kalf-time.

The sides were level midway through the
second hall, but then MceMicholas siruck for
the decisive goal, When MeMNicholas crowmed
a great day by scoring four mdre points and
Clare’s thind All-lreland e was secured in
decisive fudhion.

Clare = Pauline 0'Brien, Helen Cusack, Pa-
tricia Ryan, MNoeleen Quinn, Siobhdn Reidy,
Patricia Rynne, Sheila O'Halkiwan, Carmel
Wall, Catherine ﬂ'l..mlﬁhlfi.n 06, Mawra Me-
MNicholns 1-7 Capt., Catherine Molloy, Noelle
Coniyns, Subs = Claire Bracken for Comyns.

1} September, 199
Clare 3-2 Aptrim 0-T

A REAL clnssic of the camogie
Eind in Croke Park as Clare main-
tnined their HH per cent recond ab
All-lrelarad fimal level when they
edged out a brove Antrim zide by
four poinis.

It was the goal-den touch of e
Clare girls in froat of the sticks thag
wion the day and this iouch was evi-
dent from as early ax the [th sec-
ol when the net at the Cananl End
rippled for the Arst time

From the throew in Veroniea Ca-
ey won possession and shot goal-
wards 10 Lourda Fox who crashed
lxme a grest goal from six yards:
Fox found the et for the second
time in the [Oth minute while the
hat-trick of first half goals was se-
cured when Martina Beegan found
the net,

Clare led by six and were on the
road to victory, albeit that it proved
to be mscky road in the s=cond half,
Antrim started chipping away at
Clare’s lead and wih |5 minutes
remaining the gap was down o
rwan,

It was a5 close as Antrim fought
back but Clare rallied with points
by Lourda Fox from a 30 and Rose-
miary Falyy From play edged Clare
horme by four prants. “This All-Ire-
land is what we trained for!" said
Clare captain Claire Jopes after-
wards. She Inter won senmor All-
Irelands with K:i“:!nn],'.

Clare — Muary Carey, Caroline
O'Meara, Josie Conpelian, Mury
Howard, Carmel - Moroney,  Ve-
ronica Casey, Carmel Wall, Clakre
Fones, Lourda Fox 2-1, Collette
Keating, Martina Beegan -0,
Rosemary Fahy (-1

All-Irela
Camogie F1



Michuel O'Halloran

Queen of Camogie

Kitty McNicholas has been at the core of Clare's All-Ireland junior successes — she never
knew defeat in her three trips to Croke Park writes Joe O Muircheartaigh.

MASS is over and adubs and children have
left in peace — soon aficrwands the crowil
gathers in a field in Killchreest, Boys and
girls of various ages are hurling away to
their hearts content. -

This was Kitty McNicholas' staphe diet
as a child, camogie was her game and she
couldn't get enough of it in Killchreest and
at school in Kinvara. Then she left camogie
behind as she wenl mersing.

But, the gnme meant too much to let it go
altogether,

A move to Ennis in 1973 returned her to a
melting pot of camogie. [t was all she ever
wanded and soon she coubdn’t get enough of
thi game,

It was a melting pot because of the thriv-
ing Eire Og club which was formed by
Michael Brennan in 1968 - i represented
g new beginning for Clare camogie and pat
thi county on the All-Ireland roead.

“1 came 1o Clare in "T3 amnd ot that stage
they had won nathing at all at county level,
There was nathing elee in those days only
camogic — that wos the only sporting owtled
that we had. It was also a social thing.” re-
calls Ky

A social game, bul always o serias game
for Kitty and her fellow band of sisters.

were out to enjoy themselves on the
field, but they were also o o win = some-
thing that o Clare camogic team hod never

done. A hand rosd, but an enjoyable roal,

“We were training three nights o week o
the Fairgreen — we began to win moiches
and gained confidence. .

“AnyTime we wenl ol, We Wenl oat Iowin.
We gelled into a very good team — physi-
cally we werne very strong and were a very
determined bunch.

“We gat into Cusack Park one evening 1o
train 1o give us some idea of what it might
be like in Croke Park. It was a daunting ex-
perience going out oo the field in the final.
I remember coming ot on field for the sec-
ad hall apd my legs nearly buckled under
i, bt [ just god onowith it,”

There was a huge Clare crowd in Croke
Park that day = a special train carried sup-
porters from Ennis. The crowd was bigger
when they landed back there with the All-
Irelamd trophy.

“We went 10 Shannon first” recalls Kit-
ty. “We all got into a big truck and were
brought into the towm which was packed.
We crawled through Newmarket, the crowd
was 2 big while when we came up Parnell
Street in Ennis the crowd in the Square was
huge.”

E]:nm camegie had its day in the sun, win-
ning a first All-Ireland of any description
for the county since the 1929 minor football
title and coming &0 years after the county's
maiden seccess in the senior hurling cham-

ploaslip,

And, Ky was determined 10 ensure tha
the wait for All-lreland glory would never
be as long again. “In “T4 | went on io all the
primary schools to get teams going, but by
1981 things had fallen away a Jot, There was
a big meeting called and | was asked to take
aver the board.

“I' ¢could mever see defeal in anything
= that's my personality. | remember the last
training session we had in 81 and what |
said; ‘| don’t anyone of you 1o win; | just
want you to beat your direct opponent, Then
we will win'.

“I'd take them 1o the Gaicly the night be-
fore and give them the pep talk on the coach
on the way back to the hitel. You have (o
have everything right in the head before you
get to Croke Park.”

Clare got it right in "81 and again in "86
when Kitty was again at the helm = this time
ithe mascol from 1974 was the team’s siar
turn, Kittys doughler Maura was captain
and Lo scorer.

“Ti was fantastic = Maura was a special
player. Once she had a ball there was only
going 1o be one result. | heard men say that
she could do things with a sledar thal men
couledn’t do. She scored 5-74 m six match-
[ 7

It was the McMicholas” greatest day, to go
with the great days that had gone before,
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Lucy Hawkes

Valley Rovers

Student

A member of the
Cork junior team that
took All-lieland
honours last year, she
is also the
Bl ol
mn All
Ireland
minors
mbeclial.

She has
wian
Munster Colleges
honours at =enior and
Junior level as well as
Munster intermediate,
Jjunior U18 and minar
and won A senior
couniy champlonship
medal with divisional
side Carrigdhoun and
& junior county
champlonship medal
with her club, Valley
Rovers in 2004,

Linda 0" Connell

St Finbarrs

Accountant
Linda holds
Ashbourne Cup medals
with UCC as well as
senlorn junior and
intermediate
All-Treland
medals, in
hor fourth
SIS G
the senior

pa—___¥WS . "

All-Ireland Senior camogie final: Cork v

[_-'.' Llinda
" RMellerick

ITS' Cork and Tipperary for
the fourth vear in a row in this
vear's,  All-Ireland  Sendor
Camogie final.

T

i .

Other counties ame just oo far b
hind these fwo when push comog o
shove and both teams deserve their
plice in the sun on Sunday,

Cork need to win this title. To lose
thres yoars in a eow woilld be a major
blow and we nesd to siop Tipp in
their bid for three in a row.

Cork hawve swapped and changed
miich of the team during their

beipgbe and champlonship  cam- S

palgns teving to find the winning for
mula. One or wo positions were al-
ways up for grabs and the starting 15 |
for this year's final are the correct |
choloe, [
Joanne O°'Callaghan, a regular
right corner back for the past num-
ber of years, has lost out due mainly
io & recurring knee injury which
provented her from reaching peak
fitness (throughout the season.
Last year's lefl halfback, Rena'y

el

Huolds
Senior B county
champlonship homours
as well as Munster
senior and
intermedinte
championship with
Cork.

Roy Keane is her
favourite sportsperson.

Ciara Healy
Bishopstown

Student UCC

Holds minor junior,
and intermedinie
honours with Cork,
Ciara is
alsa the
lhglder of
natbonal
league and
Inter
provincial
hoEiars as
wiell s Ashhourme cup.

Roepresented Cork in
all Iveland Felle Na
trael skills competition
I 1S aied s the
hedider of four senlor
county champlon shilp
mirells with the cliik,

Camie to thie fore as o
e Ay er 1h Sclath
il Sl eompetitions,

Buckloy moves [
back  into
corner and  will g
have her  hands
fall with the Emer
AicDonnetl.

Buckley ks a fough
difender amd quick
oflf the mark. Zhe
will necd fo attack
thi ball and prevent

Days

McDonmel] from
-tD gD gathering  posses
%boa.

Rosarie Holland switches to full
back from the left corner back posi-
thom she held lns year amd she is besi
suited to this role A tghl, no frills
player who quistly does the business,
lerulr battle with Deirdre Hughes {8 i
inl.

Hughes does. little running. She
hidds the full forward pesition better
l:!l:ilill most. Showing Incredible pa
Blemee she may do litde or nething for
the majority af a game but one chance
5 all she needs amd goal is the only
thing on her mind.

Flmal debutnnt Amanda O°Fegan s
@ strong hurlen. Her beng clearances
aure o joy and moasch seeded. -

L Regan will clear it 50 or 80 vands
and this i what Cork need on Sunday,
to take the pressure off amd put us on
Irinesd Ende nitack

Amanda fnoes one of the Fastest
players In the gnme in JI1 Horan,
Tipp's left corner forward. Mot one o
score i hiuge amount, she :‘i:I]lL"i that -
fence and creatés openings for her
T mabes

Like McDonnoll, she leves fo round
her oppaneil and head for goal, The
SR Y coircngg ki o Hovin will be low
mivd (st

O'Rogan won't have (e i ol paoe
to enieh Horen ooee rounded and so
nestils 1o be ome step ahiead in reading
1 Hi

g i ery h
5 r Hi L
lemgth ol tho Meld has 1 1 |-'|-|.||'|||
liry elnyer who ooks up finds @
xp=-mate and |rikeos thi ol

IMREEEee . ik Sabid

thie 4

_ork

Cark captain
Elaine Burke iz
hoping to lead her

side to victory on

Sunday,

and staminn. She will mun all day long
and thoroughly deserves to stort this
vear's final. Clare Grogan 15 her dinect
oo nEn

A fall, accurnfe player she soorsd
cight points In Insf vear’s final with
sioen coming from frses. The referep-
ing in recent yoars In the final has
beem appalling. Sop/starting

the gams for niggling incid- gkl
enis s killing what eoubd be
a Mgl apen  lively  en-

d.

Countern = F
Last year's neferesing | K

kept Tipp in the game at 4 58

a time when Cork wope B LI

dominating. Cork will & i

need 1o be aware of this "S55 O

wnd the likelihood of i@ S5
happening apsin r

Mary (Connor s k
Cork’s lynehpin ot centre
1 el Wilk nesed o show
Iesderahlp  for Ui enils
% | e T T TR R
fier Ream wiith brillinme
cabchies and clearhimes

fie i i
5 I H il
(LR Rl Y

-

H'1

girls

aiming

to be

best of
the best

Leesiders go into decider

game by the collar,
Flamking her on her left is another
fimal debutant Anna Geary. A versal-
ile player Geary seems to be comfort-
aibde facing the ball
Mot yol strongly tested in this year's
chmpaign, expect her fo have befter
huring than Noelle Kennedy, a plaver
who hes strugeled with Tipp for a
number af years and sarviving.
Geary will noed to make infelligent
us of her posassion,
Vivienme Harrls® and  Rachel
Moloney hold thelr now repular
cenire feld poziticns althoogh Mo
loney started last years final ar
. Fight half forward,

Cork had the upper hand in
el =] i1| ||'||I first =0 minikes
12 manths apo bot man oul of
sieam. Philly Fopgariy boves |

nEn dnko Use Gfeen Ep

T
RN TR

A

s i%  capahls |
EHElTGLES

# Cark s

Gamma 0'Connor is
%, Bkey player for Cork.

players do not score regulady and
should. Harris in particular should be
Meking off the odd point and when It
happens it hreaks the opposition's
haart.

Angle McDormott, Tipps second
contre fielder i= not o huge foree in the
Tipp team and Cork nied to enpitetse
here. Bodh Harrds and Moloney need 1o
work hard for the entire hoor

Unn O Donoghise starts ot right half
forward, She will have it tough apains
Tipp's most unsung  hers  Thersse
Brophy. A high ball In will suait
Braphy and erucify O Donoghoe Intel-
ligent ball has o be sont o
O'emoghue can ek confldence §
Lhings start showly e her

With voeams 'of ability o point ar e
on the board early on should setibe e
i.". T T 15 &N Oplkom for & oy,

e whaean find the nat




»
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Rana Buckley will have her hands full with Tipperary's Emer McDonnedl.

with Tipperary in confident mood

wings and cut al plavers coming
through, Cork's Gemma O'Connor s
tasked with minimising Gaynor's in-
fleence. O'Connor = a maich winner
too and shouldn't become teo ohspssed
with Gaynor

Should she concentrate on her own
grme, it ig Gaynor who will have ihe
battle, Again, high balls sent into the
central position will be & gift to Gaynor
and muost not happen.

Jeanifer (FLeary at left half forwnd
enn be Cock’s star player on the day.
Sinead Mealon won the war last year
and (VLeary is cager (or fevenge.

Possessing  greal  spesd,  O'Leary
needs (o play B little more dinect huart-
ing. Sho can score from 50 yards amd
neady (o selze the opporiimities when
they come e woy, Mealon 15 & hard
dofEndor and won't hobd back.

Cork’s Mill fprward line looks sipong.
Emer Dillon, Stophanle Dunbea osd
capimin, Elabne Burke (0EH the riglt
cornagfull and et corner positinns re-

-

DiElon looks 1o be onjoy g ber ko

ing = e moment. Eager and sharp

she really has the ability to win this
game Suzanme Helly {5 a tidy corner
hack but Dillon should come oul on
lap.

Dillon can get frustrated and an-
noyed when things go wrong. She
needs to work extremely hard for the
full 60 minutes, put mistakes be-

limd her and eapitalise ob her |
sirengih and vision, =

Stephanie Dunled has boon S8
Cork's surpiize addition to a
forvward line nod known for ji=
ability (o get goals After lest
yoar's final 1t was obvious 10
all that Cork had 1ittle phys- S80S
jeal sirength up front. Inoa ¥
brave, bold move the Cork S8
mienors FWiiehd Dunles S
from her custosmary fall
back position (o full  for-
ward and so far the move
has proved master{ul,

Dunlea will pot gomls
and . her body strengih S
micst certilnly peaded
aguing st year's pln:.'er ol
1hix Yesir o LFs

O Dwynir ‘

Provided Dunlea geis the supply, she
will do damape This could prove the
Taktle of the day.

Burke takes up the fast position on
the feld Mot ofe to ssore regularly,
you'll kardly meet a player who works
Tuerebar.

Juilie Kirwoan won't clear eatily and

. | this is vitally important from a Cork
point of view. Elnlne |5 capable of

J pedting the upper hand here amd

ket l  minst think of scoring with every

i

chance. Second oplion will

Ty b0 Fined o player in &

Betier position.

= y  Cork's  forvard
S ine dld ot do

the business 12

months  aga
They  domin:
kel e
Iirsd =)
minutes of
. Elgine Burke
~ . canget the
better of her
. marker.

the game with Hitle refurn,

Apainst @& defence that grew
stronger as the game went on Cork's
confidence dropped when the scores
weren't coming.

Agalnst the run of play Tipp went in
1-6 to four points up at hall-lime and
desphte the fwct thal Tipp were on top
in the second half, [t was the frst 30
mintites which signalled Cork's downe-
fall.

Aflor 47 minutes Cork had taken
goven chances oul of 16, Tipp had
taken 10 out of 16 The statistic shows
that the teams werp cvenly matchod.
But Tipperary were better al scoring
mrd sooring goals ot that.

Cork are scoring more [recly thi=
yoar Confldancs and seif belbel will ba
a huge ctor on the day, Unlike sl
vear Dok connet drop thelr hesds 50
Tipp lake a lead

Cork neod leadors on the diay and
Mayors must take on the responsibil
Ity af this

Conlilence seems to be high En te
Caork chmp Cork need o and con win
this Adl-Lreknni

ennifer Browne
Ballygarvan

Pharmacy Student
LI B8

Jennifer played
cornor back on the
Al Treland winmndng
Junior
team last

Junior and U8
grades, as well as
junior national
Teague.

Browiie wWon &
senlor conniy
championship with
the Carripdhoun
divisional side in
#004 and had fresher
and seven-a-side
honoars with UCC
with whom ghe
played in this year's
Ashbourne Cup.

Sarah

0'Donovan
Ballygaryan

Student UCC

Lined out at centre
forward last season
on the winning Cork
Junior side, she holds

All ol
Treland ;
minor

nndl: = =
juntor £
lonours ﬂ;: r S
as woll as [ |
Ilrn'l.']m:lill

medals in minon
junlior and
intermediate,

Womn & senior
county champlonship
miedal in 2004 wiih
Carrigdhoun and has
also played
international ladies
soccer at 118 level.

Colette

Desmond
Newcestown

Siudent UCE

The holder of all
Ireland Sonior
Intermediaie
mind
minor
hornors.

The
winner
of an L16
Colnly
champlonship medal,
Munsier honours at
minog jundor misd
iniermedinte ore also
nmonpst her
collietion of honours.

e



WORODY deserves an
All-Treland camogle
medal az much as
Halland.

For the past 12 months,
she has been practically
living on a train as she
commuied heltween
Dubdlin and Cork for
iraining and matches.

“Up unthl two weelks
mgo, I was working in the
Royval Bank of Scotland in
Dublin and that means [
was up and down o
training. It is very hard
commuting between Cork
and Dublin.

“T haed 10 come down
every weekend and
sometimes down
midwerk as well for
maiches and training.”

She says she found it
very tough to keep
motivated, particular]y
after losing the
All-Ireland final last yvear
and the Munster Anal
and the leapgue final this

LT

“It"s hard especially
after doing a lot of
travelling and [ was
practically Uving and
sleeping on o train. But
putting in &0 much will
help me appreciate it thay
much more if we do win.”

The sacrifices that a
camogie player has to
make are olten dismissed
by some and Holland says
frlends in particalarly
Tomnd it hard G0
understand why she has
1o be g0 commitied,

“We have iraining at
least three times & weelk
and mayhe have a match
as well. We don’t have
much of & social life, we
have to watch ourselves
during the season and

F

Rosarie Holland is focussed on the task ahead.

ﬂ-_ nhmfi\ Holland
has right

Fictune: Eddés 0°Ham

train of
thought

Rosaria Holland Iiﬂ,hinﬂmlwﬂlmmmalﬂﬂﬁr

championship match with Mittord's Regina Curtin,

things you can't do
beczuse of
commitments.”

She continones, “At the
start my friends didn®i
get why 1 eouldn’t
somewhers and things
bui mow they understand
how miuch camoghe and
Sunday means (o me.”

After the final, Holland
s planning to take a
short break away from
camogie as she is heading
to Ausiralia for some
well earned rest and
relaxation.

Looking ahead to the
clash with Tipperary, she

last year and have plenty
of motivation to perform
on Sunday.

“It's & hnge honour for
me to play in the final.
The team and T don't need
anymore motivation than
an All-Ireland finel iisell
The fact we lost last yvear
and that it is Tipperary
again will égg us on even
more,.”

Rosarle Holland has
been an influential fgure
for her club, Barsyros
and she aided them to
viciory in the Senbor A
champlonship over
Aphabullagoe before they

 All-Ireland Senior Camogie

Viv still

Harris on the
brink of fifth

All-Ireland win

TIMES  have chmﬂ for
Vivienne Harris.

While before she was the baby of the
fesaum, going to training in her school uni-
form, a mere slip of o 16yearald giel,
now she is one of the oldest and most ex-
pericneed campaigners on the Cork cam-
o b

Eleven years of senlor intercounty
service will do that to # player but it s
stll with a_small tonch of Incredulity
that Vivienne has come to the realisation
that she now (ills the role of senior’ ply.
ar
T:mhnﬂ:iﬂngadinﬂhrhmmugh
amd at the ridicubously ¥young age of 26
years, (apparently wery nesely 270
Vivlenne is the thicd aldest on the Cork
b )

This s somewhat blmire for the 5t
Finbarr’s - player.  Afteradl, when she
m!t:h%“wmﬁmmmw gﬂttrﬂ

Whs A
ing array of stars. Back then the players
really were experlenced campaigrers

‘and ‘all had AllIrokand medads spiiling

oait of their pockels:

When Vivbkenne started she only had 1o
turn and she bumped into & star of the
camogie world, Sandy Fitzgibbon, le
Mellerick, Thersse O'Caliaghan -
hnusahnl&nmeammmnthmm-
terest in camogie.

At 36 you would expect that Vivienne
would be one of the younger generation,
not one of the more exparkenced and old-
Bst.

“When you say 1'm still & baby 1 don’t
feel that way. I feel like an old fogey at
this stage because ['m actually the thind
olidest on the team.

“Whaen | first jolned the senlor pane] |
was the younpest, Mow I'm third in line
and there's a big gap between me and the
pmext plaver,” said Vivienne somewhit
wistiully,

When frst mesting Vivienne it's hard
to actually understand how she survives
in the world of senior camojgic.

The sport = officially a non-contact
one bul that's the same as calllng basket-
all non-contact. [t's all relatie

Camogle Is tough and at senior inter
county Devel is not for the feint hearisd,

At no more than a lhttle over fve feel
and very slim in bafld it's hard to see
how she survives and has survived for so
long.

“I'm tough out.

1 suppose it's the fact that camogie is
supposed to be a non-contact sport, so
speed and skill will get you through the
tough games but at the same time while
they says it's non comtact [ come out after
every gune and I'm batbersd and brulsed
g0 I'd love 10 see that rule changed

take it easy at social feels that Cork are a disappointingly bowed to Vivienne Harris of Cork and Tipp's Philly Fogartyin T think that if they allowed the
outings. There is o lot of much stronger side than  Milford. action during the 2003 All-Ireland final which the  shoulder and stufT that itd bo more com-
Pt Premier County won. Fichre: inpho  petithve™




un 3.30pm

iCork star Vivienne Harris, now considered a veteran of the team, s bidding I'urhlrﬂ'thl-!ni.lndrnudll.

Conor
George

The competitive: streak  in' Vivienng
shines throtgh like a bright neon skgn.
ot for her this belbef that competing ks
all thal counts. She's more driven than
that.

Ahe wants to b tha best, wants (o s
coed and, more desperately than any-
thing else, wants to add 1o her hanl of
four Alllreland medals It's not
that she doesn't appreciate how
Incky she is to hawe four, §t's jiasi
that the players on the Tipperary
team Cork face on Sunday have
Mo,

That doesn't 3it right with
Yivhenmni

“I had three All-freland
medals (1095, 97, 88) and Tipp
had nothing. Mow they have
five and I have four,

T remember Tipp from
when | first started playing
serior amd We were always
on top. They had the same team for
a number of years and year after year
ot eoatld See then getting better

“We were winning but the margin wa:
potting less and less every year and
they've now won five out of the last six
Alllrelands (Cork beat them in 2002),

“That's fantestic and they are o groat
toam bt they've stayed topether, all
thiose ¢, which makes them formid:

Dajs
o go

ahle oppasition.”

There is wery little doubt but thai
Tipperary will be the favourites for
Suniday’s encounter but be that as it may,
Cork are not just traveling to Dublin to
make up the numbers.

“It will be tough but we're not there
just o make up the numbers. We will go
in as underdogs but we feel that things
are coming right for s

“Wa didn't play woll in the last two [
nals. Last year we had 20 minubes in the
first half and had all ihe possession bt
we just conbdn't get the scores and went
in at half time losing by two points.

*That won't happen to us this year, I'm
sume. After a disastrons start to
Erfu year things are going very

“We beat Galway by a poini
and went on o play Wiexford
and it was really in that game
that, as team, we began to gel.

“Then we wenl out against
Limerick and while they weren't
the best opponents ever it helpod
balld our confidence up.

“We toak scores whereas before
players would have besn passing
the all and giving someone else the
responsibility but in this game play-
ers began 10 take up that responsibility
themselves amd taka their scares,

“There is a buzz there now, You could
soe that after beating Limerick. The con
fidence is high."

It is clearly obvious that this gams
means an awfil lot to Vivienne She has
foner, wanis a fiith aml woe befall anyone
wha stands In her way.

“Absolulely | want a fifth medal. You
needl only ook to the likes of Linda
(Mellerick) and Sandy (Fitzgibbon,
former leam-mates of mine and they
have All-Ireland medals spilling out of
their pockeds.

1 was 16 when 1 won my frst All
Ireland and while 1 was happy [ really
didn't appreciate what it was.

=It was only the following year in 15596
when we lost and T was devastated, that [
reallsed who precious afinal win was. [
couldn't belbeve it [ will neverforget 1t 1
remember my dad af one stage having to
tell me to cop on and snap out of it — that
there was always next year

“We were 10 polints up at half-time and
still lost. That haunis me still.

*Then when we won in 1957 it was un-

« balievable, That finad and the one in 2002

are the two finals that stand ot for me,

“Twa thousand and two was speclal be-
caise we had such & long walt betwesn
titles and 1997 aftor losing in 96.%

Vivienne wants another medal on
Sunday, obviously, but a Cork viclory
might be bitterswest for camogie follow-
ers as i could herald the end of a glitter-
ing career for the 26 year-obd,

After 11 years of intercounty servicon
to Cork she ks considering calling a halt
to her explaits, MNothing, she = keen to
siress, i 2o in stone but she is lenrning
that thera iz life out shile camogie

Elther way a win amd a [k
All-Iroland medal might just do the irick
of persuading her that the exira effort to
go for a sixth noxt year might just be
worih i,

Basiness first, though.

Rachel

“ﬂﬂﬂ is determined to stop a Tipperary
Pictarec Eddie 0'Hare

Rachel in no
mood for
final failure

BHALLINSPITTLE s randwnied
worldwide lor its apparsilicns
and lpcal girl, Rached hialoney
i aiming to haunt tha
Tipperany badk-lina in the
Fosmas na Gaoilps AR-lrekand
camogs Fnal on Sunday.
Tima and again, sho has
produced magnificent

indrvidual performances lor
both her cub, Courcey Rovers
and Coek and Maloney is
ready o intervene and leave
tha Premier County's

BN eg-in-a-tow aspiralions in
tafers.

Speaking to the Evening Echo
in Pairg L Chaoimb, Malominy
fesls Cork ana ready and
prepared for whalevar is
throwm at them during tha
couwrsa of 1he hour in Croke
Park.

She sald, “Earfier thes year,
wihan we lcst fo Tippemany in
tha Munster final, peopla at
e mabch said we wers
hapdiess and wa didn know
wihal we ware Baing.

"Bt since we'd known wa
wauld be playing Tipp in tha
final, wa hawe adopled a
gamaplan, which is specific i
colnberaciing thedas.”

The Cork star conbinued,
hase pul i an swdul lal of
effor looking al videcs seeing
whare wa can 8ko a pan thair
waaknessas, whech 5 what
you nped 10 do in the gama
Iovckan.”
Tippaeary have been fha
dominant force of camogio in
recand timas and Fachal
thinks: tha they might bo
slighily complacent ahead al
tho gecidar.

Sha also warns that if Tipp do
show complacency, they wil
e i dor & rude awakening,
“Thery hanve woen tha sl out of
soven All-insland and Tipp ane
a fantashic taam and nd ooe

By PJ AHERN

ok camg [atesd

can aver diny that but il 2
vary hard o koep up thal brved
of inlensity.

“A lot of them have been
playing on e team sinos 90
and fhare are yory lew
NEWCIITIENS COmIng up.
*Tharo could bo a Emla
complacency bud if thane is wa
can exglest that and calch
them on tha hep.”

Thi kast time Cosk brought the
O'Dully Cup hema was in
2002 and bofone thal in 1958
and Malomey insists thai
viclony 5 a must for the
county on Sunday.

“The 2pad I8 cying oul fod
fresh bleod and Cork camagio
npods thes win,

M wlr win on Sunday it woukd
do a lol ler camegie in Cork
and 10 brng up tha presa ol
camight Beross the boamd.”
Since laging 1o Tipp in st
yor's fimal, Maloney and tha
rest of the Cork sauad hanve
siopped up thelr trasning 1o
end thair cpponents’
stranglohodd,

Sha fests the fear of losing
and tha prospect ol playing in
a last final will spur har and
Cork on,

“Ewary yoar winning the
Al-Irekand fingl mesans a
Wi .

“Wa have put in such a huga
offoat this yoar and | Supposs
the more youl lede, the moos
Erponant inals Descma
you becausa i might ba your
last chanca at wanning ond:.
“AS you are goming oldar you
reakza ihat things are hardar
1o coma by,

“Playing on Sunday n the
All-Irskarsd camedio final
means that | have achieved
wihat | spant my mmy ahola
yoar aapiing 0.

LR




COMPARING the Cork and

ary teams coming
E?u“t}‘ljs weekend's crunch
All-Irveland final, there is

one striking comparison.

The sheer experience and medal
haul of the Tipp powerhouse. Since
Tipperary bounced back from o de-
feat to Galway in 08 1o win their
first gifle in 89, they've annexed
four more titles, only halied by the
Rebels in 02, From that historie
Tirst win, the bulk of thekr side e
mains — a stapgering 13 of the '8
team are s£ill in place.

The Bebel woman have a younger
age profile bul are still bristiing
with expertence and medals, chiefly
through success at minor and junior
grades. Both Jemnifer OFLeary and
Amanda O'Regan have swooess al
Alllreland fevel in  these  grodes,
amd they hopo ihat Cork’s freshness
might give thom an advantage on
Sundlay. Amanda explains.

“WWell their team

hasn'l chaukgied
much over the lay
fow  yoars S0
mayhe we'll e n
bit . fresher 1
plave] with pleniy
al the girls al juni-
or and mikmar so 1
kmow CVETYONe
when 1 canmbe in.
and all of us want
o be winning at
SO

Days

to go

“Cher  underaps
and junlor teams have been better
thon Tipperarys over the lnst fow
years, Kilkenny amd Galway have
sonve good undorage teams 0, 20
they should come through over the
next few years"

Dispite Kilkenny  amnd  Gakway
walting in the wings, and Wexfond
possessing a Meree and strong senk
or shde, once again it iz keft (o the
Lessbders  to challenge  the hege
mony of the Premier on the biggest
day of e year

Jennifer O°Leary, on the victori
s Cork side of 2008, explains how
they under performed in both e
league final and Munster flnsal this
vienn bt are ready for the most iny
Eoriant ganse of the stazon.

“When we plaved Tipp in the
MMunster final the conditions were
really poor, they hoazdl a big home
crowd behind tham and 1 think baoth
of those factors made a difference

“They shoubdn't e factors this
Sunday, becouse ['m sure we'll have
i gread crowd behind us,

“Coming into the Galway gume in
the league Minal we were probably
over confident without realising i€,
because we hmd beaten them a fow
times boefore, We'll be far moere fo-
cuzed now for thig, and champion-
ship §s most important so hopefully
wi'll be saving our best perform-
ambe Tor thie Mmal ™

Both Amands and JJennifer play
their * college  comogie  with  the
Universily af Limerick. This year
wis  particulardy  frultful,  in
February they wan the prestizious
Ashbourne cup, and they both cite

ths 08 confdance bostr befoe

| -
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the infercounty  season,
Alllreland glory Is the peak they
having been looking townrd &kl

¥oar

While Jennifer has been an the
senior for over five years, this is
Amandas first season ot the top
bovel, having successiully mode the
step up from the Alllreland win-
ning Cork junior team of last
september; Amanda explains how
delipghied she is to be locking for-
ward to n senfor final,

“Its definiiely a big step up o
sopine Bul on oir junkor team W
had a few of the senlor panel ast
wesin, pngd everyone works iogether
Im the Cork camogie scene, S0 yon'd

lknow maost of the playors.

It's great having Fiona O'Driscoll
as coach as well, as she would have
alwavs been a plaver 1 looked up to

“I thought the fact we beat
Limerick in the semifinal =0 well,
especkally affer we had heard how
well they were palng In training
halps oar confidence.

“We'll' have (o play even betier
than that In the fnal, but both
oursedves and Tipp will be really up
to It so 1 can’l wail. Hopefully
everyone will come out and support
"

For both Jennifer and. Amsanda,
the path o Senlor sticoeks siacted ol
the youngest age. Barryroe has been

for the sliothar developed,
"My leacher, Mary Kearney, star-

ma d senior camogie final: Cork v Tipperary ,ﬁ?ampark,m
. E —— ‘- e I A — _‘ﬁ

sisters, so 1 was never shart of com-
pany when 1 wanted 1o,go for a puck
around.* :

. The O'Regan household provided
her parents’ holders of All-Irelamd

medals with Cork (Michael at U21
foothall, Christine at Junbor camo.
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Cork need and |
deserve a wctory

Newman looks
ad to Sunday's
All-ireland camogie final

MENTION the All-Ireland
camogie final and it brings
te ts  of

Tipperary and

For thesa of use who were reared
o i ket of Cork camogie sucoesses,
i Last few years hove boen hard as
we have watched from the wings
and hoped and prayed for o miracle,
but, come this Sunday, 1 think we
have the beatings of this Tipperary
side who are seeking their second
three in a row in seven years.

There was an clemeni of chance
In the way they burst onto the
scene; 4 Inte goal from Kilkenny in
158 four mimates Into mjury time
sent Cork crashing out at the
semifinal stage of a champlonship
they practically hadd their names
written all over and it opencd the
docor for Tipp o slot In and take
their first title.

Since then they have proceaded to
dominate, annexing fve titles in six
FEArE,

The reactions o thi= tsam have
been varied many
nsk the guestion
do they ever et
fed up?

While  others
simply shrug and
say Ah sure thoy
have bo be beaten
some . tme’, the
latter &= il to im-
ply that Cork
should just hang
about and wall o
take  up the
crumbs.

The answer 1o the first question is
simply no, B¢ you a player /select-
oFf tralner Manager you never pet
fed up winning. | should Know
having been there with my club
(Flen Bovers through the greal years
wi never got tired of winning, sit-
ting down plotting the downfall of
our opponents and pkeking the right
team o take the honours,

Many pundits fancbed Wexford to
make the big breakthrough this
year following on lasi year's com-
palm bat in their semifinal meet-
ing with Tipperary they [alled to
resch ihe expected helghts and in
the end paid the ultimate price

A good start proved invahiable to
the champions s it gave them &
cushion when Wexford fnally de-
chded o walee up 10 minutes inio the
second half,

I Cork sdopt the Wexford attitude
on Sunday, pack the bag and get out
of Croke Park fast because these
Tipp women are hacdensd cum-
pakgners and will snufT ws out but
anly il we allow theen 1,

Mealon, Gaynor and Brophy will
be tough to ged past but behingd them
1 think “kecper Jovita Delaney has
had a share of good fortune over the
years and has been canght ocut on
numernus oecasions so maybe this
timet the Inck will be with Cork.

Tha swiching of Stephanie
Dipnbes o the Mell-forward position
has, ot last, brought that much
peeeded bite o a lingering Cork af-
tark.

Last year we groaned in despair
as Tipperary defenders  brushed

Days
to go

past Cork forwards who were al-
mast apologising for being there but
this time ot there will be no ‘sorry”
or ‘excuse me' as, led by Stephantbe, T
expact the Cork attack to take them
on from the word go. Cork need to
be tough, dogged and ruthless to
win this ome, from the throw-in
every one of the siarting 15 must
really believe in themselves and
ihelr tram-mates, it's about time we
stood up and were counted.

On the line we must also be fo-
cussed, mo waiting around  for
something to happen.

H it is not working make the
changes quickly; think. of John
Allen against Clare not afraid to
ke (e big calls,

For Sunday the plans most be
made in  advance  we  know
Tipperary well by now and should
know where to expect trouble and
be prepared for any eventaality.

1 know Fiona, John amd their fol-
lvw selectors, Lillian and Ollie have
everything under control, they have
put in a huge efford and are eoking
ahead with confidence in  their

Niamh Bowles, Cork player and PE teacher with her first-year students at Scoil Mhuire Gan Small, Fictre: Citian Kelly

charges.

Sinee the leagne fnal defeat by
Galway, the team has settled well
and certainly they are a very happy
bunch, all the pressure i on Tipp to
deliver and this suils Cork.

They are a relatively young team
but with some wital experience
mized In and §t's this oxperience
that will be needed when the poing

giis iouagh,
Up front Tipp's top irio, Emer
MeDonnell, ca Dwairdre Hughes

and Jill Horan will provide a huge
threat and if they get an inch they
will crucify any mistakes the Cork
defiemee rake

We need o sit thght and nod glve
them the freedom of Croke Park,
which could and surcly would prove
disasirons.

Rena Buckley, Rosarie Holland
and Amanda O°fegan are three
young lively defenders and should
stand the test well,

Memories of Amanda’s  huge
clearnnees in kst year's  junbor
il still stand out and on Sunday |
look forward (o more of these Jand-

ing down to the Cork forwards.

Last year wae & disaster that even
now 12 months on s£ill cannot be ox-
plained. Tipp came af us and wi
crumbled but this year | really be-
lieve the Cork skde will not allow
this to happen, they are hurting still
and pride has 10 be restoned.

For every young girl playing the
cimoghe i the county and every
club mentor who slogs-away seven
nights a week, washing and drag.
ging jerseys and looking after a le
glon of anxious Kids, we need this
oave hadly.

The O'Dulfy Cup being held om
the steps of the Hogan Stand by -
other Cork team inshde seven
days would bring the
curtain down on a
fantastlc  September
for the Rebals,

Gel in your car, onto -
the traip or hire a bus bul
make the effort to be in Croke Pm'l;
on Sunday to roar the side home; re-
member, just like last weekend, the
woman of Cork are on & missbon and
it's nok hmpagalble by any nieans.

ﬂ'



YA KELLEY, the newly-

:_]:pni,mud natonal 41..".'|.-[|:|p|||.c'|1t
Lr.l:l-m'-:Eirl.'llr.r:r for canmogic, i
bullish about her favourite game.

*The largest female sporiarg cvem
of lase vear in frelznd, i tering of at-
cendance, was the All-Treland camogie
fipal, wathy 25 (KK} :p-t'nph: a1k, t]]-:::l'.
it was the ceavtenary amd thers was a
Bie of & push for it, bt it was il the
bil ¢ af the wear,” she said

ﬁﬂm:l‘::]w coaching and games de-
-.':1np|lu.'r|l is part o thie jl.ll'l l.1l.'|-1.'r'iEl-
tion, Kellys brief alo mcludes admin-
ETation.

"l._.lp o the Gme we were J.|:-p|1int-
ed, only three people were working
full-time i camogne and 2 log -::-I'lu:'ua
phe were working a5 wolunteers with-
out major training,” said Helly.

“The GAA has launched a major
lub initiative and the idea s that we,
in conjunction with bdics football,
weould run a stmalar LTI,

“That's a buge issue, beeasse goosd
sdmdnistrators make pood teams — a
gmd county board .A'.\-'.l'_-."- heads o a
good eam.

Mary O"Connar 15 one of three me-
gional development co-cmbnators,
J.'ll,'III:H with Caroline Murrav in Con-
nacht/Leinster and Michael M-
Clements in Liseer.

O'Connor, 3 Cork bulies footballer
and camwspic star, took a break from
her preparations for tonrarmoa s
All=lreland final with Tipperary 1o
outline her nole

“ A&t 2 natsonal level while there’
lackies feorball in every councy, that
't the cae in camogie. That’s the
same with hugling — you don't have
a SRTOTE huarding Presence 0 every
county either, you've anly five or six
Coruntees r|'|:||'.‘|,'|1:,:|r|:.'_ tor the All-lre-
lasrd cvery year

Tomorrow is the biggest day in the camogie calendar,
but what's the state of the game at present’ Michael
Moynihan met the keepers of the flame

the hurbers being o swccessbul, thepe’s
3 ot of interest among girk in hurding
and camigie, o ity a mateer of har-
nessing that,

“Clubs have a lot of girk tuening
up o r-]a':,' iz llu'g." meed to be abde o
| gwe them proper coaching,”
| O'Connor’s club, I'l:.||!|.'.15_|'.|, can
|
!

I

| boast over 40 U1K playing camogic

every Samrday, but retention is a chal-

lenge for themn and for other elubs
“The big drop-off comes when the
girds gee v their veens and other

distractions come into play,

“Secondary school, amd carly sec-
ondary school in paroicular, 15 where
we lote players. Girls get into firkt or
second vear and they get inhilated
abouwt playing. so we're workmg on
| g:ﬂ:ing e competteo g-i:-i:u.j.l; fiar
| theose years in parcular,

“If you have competitions for those
age proups, compettions i which
girk have a realisoc chance of partici-
pating, theres a chance of holding

onto those plivers because they'T

have 3 hudey in their hands all year
round, not just during the summer.

“All things considered though,
i:.'ll'l'.inll.'ii! o A npu[:.'r il L CVEE WS,
she concladed.

Mlaire LR Scola, PRO of the
Camogic Association, is equally con-
Bdent. *We're looking at a camogie
micmbership of 90,000 which is very
encounging.” she sid.

“Last year, the centenary, Was mixs-
sive for us, and we're building on that
to develop the game, expanding it in-

by Therase O'Caliaghan

CAM they do it? Can Cork topple
iong-standing All-Iraland champs
ans Tipperary? Can Tipparary main-
tain thelr status as the greatast
carmogie team aincs Kilkenny's
| famous seven-in-a-row (‘859117
[ Tomorrow the sides meet in their
fourth succassiva final of the Foras
na Gaeilge All-iréland champi-
onehip fingd at Croke Park,
{3.15gm).
Tipparary might very wall ba
|  qoing for sixin-a-row but for the
fact that Cork beat

"{:Jl:lmjlir- is there, 1ty 2 mat-
ter of beinging up the profile
angd itl-;n'.1-.'i|.1:_.: p.1:'||w.'ip.1|:|.n|1

i
AMLE _|.11|:]\. |'J.r1.||."|:|.ar|.:. af pri- | - A
mary level — thats where voull rfl O i “a

get them i

“The challenge s geeching
them from the school down o
the bocal GAA pitch then, If
VORI ENCTEase PErticipation yoau il
mierease the mimber of coaclics
ared administravon as well, Yo

to miake sure that clubs have the

giraciures in place w deal with the
influx of girks

"In the laat fiew Years i Carle, writh

theem in tha 2002 de-
1, M oider,

This i the first year
a Toomevard captain
| has guided the Blue

g g | and Gold to Croke
e Park. All their leaders
i f a0 far ware from

Coashal and last yoar
Joanne Ryan brought
tha O Duffy Cup to
Dramfinch.

Whila noutrals like to
sap the undardog

Familiar faces meet as Cork try

pravail, there lsn't a followear in the
couniry wha wouldn't like 1o see
Dairdra Hughes |ift tha trophy,

She encdured their longthy barren
gpell and than was tha major driv-
| ing farce bahind thair avaniual
braakthrough.

Paddy McCormiack has not
attered his lnecut from thelr sa-
mi-final triumph over Woxford. This
also means 10 of the ‘88 wam ara
onco apain starting and four ano
among the sulbs.

They are a phanomenal team,
and not alone in plivotal positions
but throughout the field. Fascinat-
ing dueels ard expected 100, The
battles bebtween S1ephanie Dun-
lan/Uina Dwyar, Hena Buok-
ley/Eimear McDonnell, Gemma
' ConnorfCiara Gaynor, and Jan-
nifer O'Leary/Sinoad Moalon may
prove crucial.

Anothar dafaat for Cork would ba
hard 1o stamach a5 the county has
gonawithout senhor succeas ginca
2002,

Thraa out of their six dafendars
ara playing in a first All-lrgland
sonior finel (Amanda O'Regan;

to topple Tipp

Briage Corkery and Anna Geary).
Hiow thay copa with the big day
will ba o major deciding factor.
Going In a8 underdogs should
halp his team, Cork boss John
Cronin balieves. "It gives us evary
chamnta to hava o cut, Elaing Burke
i% 8 wery good captain and so was
Stephanie Dunlea last yaar,
Stephanie is now playing at
full-foreard. We ‘did & Brian Corco-
ran’ with har — and sho has done
wall; She's a good leadar and won't
giva up easily. With Cloughduy (his
owen club), she s us whan wa ara
in trouble, Sha's ona
of those players who
o't let you down,”

3
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o 32 counties here while abso KICED>
' dhingy cOMProanise garnes.
I‘.,I'.H:"_.r,_. _-i:\_. ,_.ﬂ“-!; r_'h..'||'|=._'||,"ﬁ. A recent
5':‘:“"-" re bW coOTmERe CIMeE Wy i
with some radical ideas to change the
niar camogie conmpotition:
WM.:-:\:; l,u.j_uli" ] :n::-ulztl v ke Cark wall
have a sefdor texi and a senasr B
e, for exanmy If_'_ '..'..'|11|-L'.1J:II.' _i'l.ll'llfIr
competiton will be L"I-"_Ilfliiflfl tor, thhe
Ccounties ausiae the 1|5'I|g! SIX.

A eonscious cfort is -'Ilﬁl-'l_hfillg
made o spread the gospel in counties
which don't have desipnated cosnty
boards, and girls from four such
counties — Kerry, Maya, Sligo and
Donegal = will play in the half-ome
game on Sunday in Croke Fa ric.

Oither changes invalve changing the
minor ame level o U, up from
LIk, .:|.||;}|-e:.|..|g]|. an UG competition
will be left i place.

= have a -.-lnn'f_'in: plln in pl:]ft'
o cover 2004 b0 2008, and the ap=
pointment of officers and game -
STOUCTUTING I part of thae” cxid LI
Loeolan.

“The PR and commuinecations
comumittes B also-working hard, con-
ducting regional serminars for the las
couple ::-F':,':;'.:n b et an active PR
i EveTy conty

' Connor adds “'C ]"Iwmud:,' COVEr=
age plays a hoge role in gering Kids
interested. Having highlights from the

parter-finals, or even serd-finals,
shown on TG4 is a hupe boost for
ladies foothall, but for camopie there's
anly oae mame broadeast and that's
the final

“H that game a't great then the
public perception of camogic for the
year 18 bated solely on that game,
Thar’s why camogic people always
hnp-,' the “|:|:|| 154 ;|_l.|:|-n-|! g, to gi.m:
people a good impresion of the
EAme,

“We're gradually gening chose
to the GAA and that should help
our profile, If you hed a situa-
tion wikere inercoumty camogic
games were plaved betore Ma-
nonal League or even champi-
omship ganies in the big stadi-
ams, thatd be 3 hapgs boost,”

Ll Scola i optimiagic about
the Eane’s prospocts,

"i':inmpe hz never been in
such a healtly postioa, berween
competitions here and abmoad. The
b-'l.'nl:;l'lj'l'\!. century @f camogse kooks very
good.



All-lreland senior camogie final: Cork v
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Nora Ahern
Fr O’ Neills

ONE day to go.

By now the girls are on the train
heading for their fourth All-Treland

The 225pm train will arrive in
Heuston station lage this afternoct
where (e team coach will trunsport
thie players to the Red Cow Morans
Hodel Omee settled the ghls will
gather for an ovening meal -

A special mass may be held in one
af the function rooms or & local

high of Insd Sunday I'mi qukbe sure it
haos hit home that there s & vast line
bebween winning aod losing.

Winning a sentor Alklreland title
for your county b the greatest nw-
ment af any playver's carces

The way you fecl when you open
vour eyes the Monday morning after
the game &5 o feeling [ can't describ.
Your hoart soars. Equally to lose and
open your eves ks ono of the most
gutting experioncis & player can
have.

As a former player [ iry to [orce
upon present ones the importance of
‘grabbing the moment’. You can nev-
er’ get back the Alllreland sou've
lost. Even now [ think more about
the titles that got away than the ones
I won, Greedy 1 suppose but vou can
never win enough All-Irelands

When this present bunch ol play-
‘erz retire and look back they'll roe
Tipperary winning the st couple of
All-Irelands, They do at the moment
bt while they'ne still playing thay
can do something about if. They can
put f stop o this tomorrow,

I have a good feeling about it, The
players have been hurt encugh par
ticularly the ones who have etn
there this past four or five vears
with anly ome tithe o show for it

The team didn't perform last year
and they know 1. For this year the
knowledge of that must be an incent-
{ve. Cork were right in this game for
45 minutes with everything golng

Niam|
Newtownshandrum

against them. Tipp finished with 211
In Ingt yvear’s final with seven of
ihose points coming from frees. The

! Cork defence did thelr job with one

or two slip ups. Deindre Hughes' goal
was a4 Cork mistake.
The problem was that se

Cork amd Tipp ore capable of
serving up an hour of fast, open, skil-
ful harling tomorrow and the public
nesd to s it UL go mad i we see 30
or 30 frees and a stop/start game

Smhil'mn{pul.rlinltr why, In the
past weok has almost every

weren't scoring. We'll score
this year! The refereeing last
year was appalling, as It has
been for the last number of
yoars and with all the good
progressive work the assocl
atbon are doing they ruin e
whole 1ot in one hour:

neutral  commentator ne-
porter  asked about  the
*threat” of ladies fpotball to
camogle? 1 don't under
=iand the ohsession with it

Why aren't people asking
about the threat of Gaelic
football 1o hurling?

We present our  biggest Da}’ The crowds at league and

day to the country on RTE,
attentlon of the publie and

champlonship foothall
behind. But there i poam

the casiest way to grab ithe games leave hurling crowds
to go

what do we do? We Insist on

for us all. Camoghe needs

refereaing the game sirictly
to oid fashioned rules,

How in God's name can camogs
be a non-contact spori® The rube s
there at the moment, falr encugh,
bt common sense would fell you nat
b0 enfores it for the most minor of in-
cidenis

ey competitiveness,
Thers are (oo few counties reaching
the top level and the asseciation re-
cognise this, hence e development
of three development officers.
But for now §t's ol about tomors
row! I | con say one word fo them
it’s — BELIEVE!

Catriona Foley

Rockban

Has l'!l.'ll.:"l:lﬂ to
full playing
activities
following a kneo
operation which
stdelined her for
most of last season
The holder of two All
Ireland minor medals as well
as provincial honours at
minon junior and
Intermediate. Holds JTunior B

wmmm with
B

Denise Twomey

St Catherine's

Studant

Has AN Ireland Minor
and imlesmadisie
medals as well a3
previnecial honours,
alleaty Iwabiks AN | el
and provincial colloge’s honours
wiith Loralo Conmveent Fernay.
Hdds LG and UTE courly
championship honours with her
club and will ling ou in the Senior
B championship final againat
Bafiygarcan alter tha All ingland
final.

&
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‘Gemma O'Connor keeps her eyes on the ball during training ahead of tomorrow's All-Ireland
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AOIFE MURRAY JOVITA DELANEY
& DEMISE TWOMEY Aoife Ni Mhuiri Jovita Ni Dhubhshlaine JOANNE NOLAM
Denise M Thuama C|wghdw . Cashel Shobhdin M Mualliin
St Cathedined FDIE 'IEIIB‘E CiheEr TR
JOANME O CALLAGHAMN MAEDBH CORCORAN
Siobhan M Cheallachain 2 3 4 2 1 4 Mexdbh Mi Chorcorain
Sangncor RENA BUCKLEY ROSARIE HOLLAND AMANDA O'REGAN SUZANNE KELLY UNA O'DWYER JULIE KIRWAN el
DA WAL Riona Hi. Bhuachalla Rais Ni Uallachain Amanda Ni Riagiin Smhhl; Ni Cheallaigh Una Mi Ehuuhhlr Sile Ni Chiarubhain Nl ATH ELAREIH
Aingeal Bh reatitach Inniscarra Eﬂ"f'.l'me Dﬂuﬂhﬁ oo l:l el HI’.‘IFIE;I'EEH Miarmh Mi Earciin
Killoagh Meoyoarkey-Borris
SARAH DONOVAN MICHELLE SHORTT
Sorcha Mi Dhonnabhain 5 [ 7 5 6 7 Michelle Mic an Gheairr
Bafhygarvan BRIEGE CORKERY MARY O'CONNOR AMNMNA GEARY SINEAD NEALON CIARA GAYNOR THERESE BROPHY Drom-lnch
Brid Ni Chorca Maire Ni Chonchiir Aine Ni Ghadhra Sinead NI Miallain Ciara Nic Fhionnbhair Treasa Ni Bhroithe
COLETTE DESMOND Cloughduv Killeagh Milfard Burgess Burgess Burgess TRICIA O'HALLORAN
Collette Mi Dheastraigh Padraigin Mi Alloriin
T O Portros
PALLA O COMMNOR 8 9 8 9 PALILA BULFIN
iy VIVIENNE HARRIS RACHEL MOLONEY PHILLY FOGARTY ANGIE MCDERMOTT o
Mewiowrsbasdrum e : 2 Cashel
Béibhionn Mi Earchai Rachel Ni Mhaolomhnaigh Filimine Ni Fhogartaigh Aingeal Nic Diarmada
LYNDA O'CONNELL St Finbarrs Courcey Rovers Annacarty Drem-Inch 21 SHEENA HOWARD
Linda Mi Chomnaill J ‘Sheena Mic iomhair
52 Finkdrrs “Cashed
JENNIFER BROWNE 10 I 17 10 I 12 13 EMILY HAYDEN
Sinéad de Brin UNA O'DONOGHUE GEMMA O'CONNOR JENNIFER O'LEARY JOANNE RYAN NOELLE KENNEDY CLAIRE GROGAN Bl Ekluilr
Cl du - Cashel Cashel Toomevara
CIARA HEALY g Sk Finbarrs Barryrae e 24 GERALDINE KINNANE
Ciara Mi Ealaithe Gertidin Ni Cholnnedin
Bithopsrowm Carhel
NIAMH BOWLES 13 14 IS 13 14 15 15 DEIRDRE McDON
Niamh NI Bhaoil EMER DILLON STEPHANIE DUNLEA  ELAINE BURKE (Captacn)  EIMEAR MCDONNELL  DEIRDRE HUGHES (Captaen) JILL HORAN Delrdre Nic Dombiail
Newtowrshandrum Eimear Dhiollin Stiofdinin Ni Dhoinnle Léan de Burca Eimear Nic Domhnaill Deirdre Nic Aodha Sile Ni Oriin Toomevara
Ballygarvan Cloughduy Valley Rovers Burgess Teomevara Drom-Inch
T . |

Corcaigh Cisil Culilind Ar Foracil 45m  |Pocanna Saora | |Tiebraid Arann|  Cud Cifind Ar Foraoil 45m Pocanna Saora
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Cluichi Ceannais mna hEirgeann sa Chamﬁg:l’ncht
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Cluichi Ceannais na hEireann sa Chamogaiocht

Ar chil (& chié): D. Nic Domhnaill, L. de $n, M, Ni Theimhnedin, M. Nic an Ghealrr, N. Ni Earciin, L Dilbhis, P NI Allirii,
G. Ni Choinnedin, P Bhuilfin. Lir (& chdé): L de Barca, M. Mi Chorgordin, M. MNi Riain, N. Ni Chinnéide, 5. Mi Cheallaigh,
S, Ni Chiarubhin, C. Ni Ghruagiin, T, Ni Bhréithe, ). Ni Dhublushiding, C. Nic Fhionnbhair, 5. Ni Riain, S. Mic lomhair, Chun tosaigh
(& chig): E. M Riain, S NI Mualldin, E. Ni Esdeain, D, Nic Aodha, F NI Fhégartaigh, 5 NI Nialldin, UL Ni Dhuibhir, E Mic Dombnaill,
5. NI Ordin A Nic Diarmada.
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Sinsir Choreal =nn = Player Profiles

CAPTAIN

Ma: T
THERESE BROPHY
BAge: 18 Club: Burgess
Ocoupation: Teacher

Ma: &
ClIARA GAYMNOR
Age: 26 Chub: Portroe
Crecupation: Garda

Mo: 5
SINEAD MEALOM
Age: 31 Club: Burgess

Crccupation: Project

Mo, 1
HAOIFE MURRAY
Age: 21 Club: Cloughduy
Deccupation: Student

Mo 4
JULIE KIRWAN
Age: 18 Club: Moneygall
Crecupation: Student

B2
REMA BUCKLEY
Age: 18 Club: Inniscarra

Mo 3
ROSARIE HOLLAND
Age: 23 Club: Barryroe

ELAINE BURKE

+Walley Hovers

i Crecupation: Student Oecupation: : : Achieverments: All-lrekand - Achievements: All-freand -
Gtﬂ:::::::m Achlevemaents: All-iretand - hclﬂe'.re:-lenﬁ: All-ireland - Graduate in Comp. Sclence Mlhﬂmt: #.:de g A:hm::::n‘:riﬁlmlaﬁﬂ . § Senior. | Intermediste. 5 Senior. | Intermediate.
7 Senior cmE1P|.:.n5hlpi. 2 Miror Champianships: Achbevements: All-lrefand - Pravincial i?Fiu'riﬂl 5% Senior, | Intermedate, 1 Minor Champaanships: I Mingr Champﬂ;uu'lﬂ-lh:.
!tjzi;mﬂhar?pin::;lwip.z HHT:M Prowincial - | Sentor Championship, Championships: | Minor | Junicr Championship: Fn:m'n:i:l. . ]E-HIJU-I' 1F;1nunmn1;1ii:mcktc;;rlﬂ;
Championships: All Star 2004; | kngermediate Championship, 2 Minor Champicnship: Club - | junior and | Manor Provingial - 3 Munster Miner, Chi.rnph:mmlp:r_ ; um::: S
Provincial -1 Senior Champianship 1 Minor Champlonships; Prowvingial - Championships: | Murster junior, 3 Munsoer Ciounty = | ]U_I'll:!:l' Dun';-!'lnwmﬂu g ;
i Innrmedive Championthis. Cluhs - 2 Minor Champsanships; Colleges - 3 Munster, 2 County Serdor Chasmpicnships Champéonships i e
1 Minar Championships 1 Ashbourne Cup and League

: Mo 15
NE e BoH pe - a: e ;::mn EIMEAR HI-'I.:II:IIJGHHELL JILL HORAN
VIVIEMHE HARRIS RACHEL MOLOMEY UNA O'DONOGHUE GEMMA O'COMMOR CLA e S A oot o
Apge: 16 Cluby Bishopstown Age: 23 Club: Courcey Rovers BAgo: 11 Club: Cloughduy Age: 10 Age: 19 i:lulh. C: .ﬁge-:n s E-m:gﬁd.! A nﬂupatwhn; glﬂwﬂ;
Occupation: Occupation: UCC Student of Occupation: Lab cechnician Cluby: Maamh Fhionnbharr Oecoupation: Student Amimmmanm ﬁ.ﬂm-lmhlmr : M e
Cuality Assurance Officer Mutritional Science Achieverments: Alllreland - Oiccupation: Delence Foroes Achievoments: AR-lreland - e : kﬂwmlm i :
Achisverments: HAchievernents: All-frelznd - | Al Ireland Senicr; A lsvernante Mdrstng - ! gﬂnmr Cﬂﬂ;‘"*hﬂlﬂ Prowirical -minr Provincial - 2 Senion | Minor
lIl-bradand - | Senkss Charmpianship, Provingial - I Senier Champlonehip, revancial - . nu:r.. Tt s i
4 Senegr Championghips: | lneerrmapdiate Champicnihip, 1 Munster Intermediate, 1 Menar Champlonahips, | Meanor C.hamplnnshup_. Chln"rﬂ-ﬂﬁif'd{:;'ll. ; : | |M¢,mﬂ2?:::|ub e i
Ch il I Munster Minor: Al Sear 2004; 2 Sondor Clull Charmplanships: Incermadizte Champicnships, L .
Provincial - 1 Minor .:n'IF'H‘-' i : Provncial - | Seniar Champioradeg County - Coumy Senior League: Colleges - Sparts - Played soccer for Iraland;
o, S Eraichl - | Sankcr: Commpioesiin i | brermediane Champiosethip 2 ‘Senigr | Adl-lretand Senior Charmpionship, In Dietroin Universicy on
i h;;m::ngfqi:;mmnwp‘w. Ashbourne Cup and League WT“:.?:C:‘:T:E::;H Chamgioniipt Texaoo Sward Winner 2003 soccer scholarship
T el o g T : Mo: 23 : Mo: 24 M 24
st s i il i PALULA BULFIM . SHEEMA HOWARD . EMILY HAYDEN :GEFI:-"-\I..DI.NE KiIMAME 'DERDRE McDOMMELL
DEMISE TWOMEY JOAMMNE O'CALLAGHAN SBMNGELA WALSH SARAH O'DONOVAN  COLETTE DESMOMD Age: 30 Club: Cashel : Age: 13 Club: Burgess Age: 75 Club: Cashe!  Age: 20 Club S 1 A s W
Age: 18 Ages 11 Clals: Cloughduy e 10 Cluls: Killeagh Apgee 19 Club: Balyegarven g 11 Chibs: Meweestown Occupation: PE Teacher . Dccupation: Ciudent Gards & Cccupation Decupation: Stodent  Decupation: Tl Erginees

Clel: % Canharmey

Cccupation: Srudent

Decupition Susdent

Oeoupation: Suedem

Oecupation: LBOC Susdont)

Buchbovemenis: All-drpland -

- Achiewerments: A%-lraland - - Sports Rebabilitation - Bchisverments: Al-ireland -

- Achievements Al-ireland -

Crccupatbon: Student Achbevements: Al-irelynd Aehisvements: Achlevoments: Al relasd - Baciehentisery & Sesior Champicedhig 4 semior Cships: Provineial - :-ﬁ.d'H;:ltn'm;u-. Adl-lreland - - | i‘mr: | Pj-::rnr 1 Senior, | Junigr
Brhiewerments: &l ebnd ¥ Senior Chamgeanibsps Chaly = I Junice champicaship, Aehrvennemt: Allbeefand - Prowingial - 3 Sarsar ‘ ].S-mi:rr' I Junipe, 3 Pacdr -ll ! W-'::;:'IFNEEIW- . - ;.fﬂl'-"'ﬂ"'I’HP- 1'-""*5"" = f;ﬂml:m}n:.hap.
| e ¢hampeanahig | Isterenadiane Chamgednihp | Junigs champosship I iermedisg | Sevnar E‘I‘nl.l'n.p-mnﬂ'np. 1 Manar, 2 Chib - (Cukepe Chub < | Cio. Senkos : |I'|l'-'l'|. PRI, THCH, ined, | jurmse rowincial -
haen higs; | Inpermedate. | S0l Chamgioiibag Leagua, @ bmermediate Provineul - 3 Saniar, 4 mingr, Chamgranihg: 2 Semine Mluniier
T e i ity s Dia S o Chuts - ¢ Chikigs: Coleges - | Sanor 1 Cloby Champsonshapa: Chub « | Courny Sereor Club - Under-bi:
A AU e e Proyncal < | Sensor Mol Liague, Prosincial « | minor | Minger Champeonship. S Charakiisiy -  obiapae All-raleri reriesly ol B . A i O
chamgeonsha. | snbermadiane i jurear 1 Mamar Chafig Puna e Charmpeonichip Clity = | senioe champlosahip Prosncanl « 0 Jumeor; | mansar; | Purcell Cup All Sar 2005 Championships
shaFgrneship Calleges - T Aihibouna Cup | lrnermedise chamgpeandeg
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Mo. 1 4
DEIRDRE HUGHES
Age: 11 Club: Toomevara

ﬂttupﬂ-ll':}u.- Sal

||'|-r_iq]. "
Senion, 3 Ju | ﬂun:.tq_:l__‘-':?u
i shipg Enurl.tf -

¥ Sonlor {'_IuI:-'l.Ch:.ng'unrq#p;;
All Sear 2004, Texin of the:
Cenmury. (Full Forward)

Mo: 8
PHILLY FOGARTY

Age: 12 Club: Cashal
Cecupation: Studen
Achievements: All-lreland -

3 Senior Championships; Achsevoments: All-Ireland- 4 Senior Championships; ¥ Jendor; | Intermadiarce,
Peevincial - 5 Senior Champianships; Prowineial - 3 Mungter I Jankar Champicnshap;
3 Senior Charmpianships, Provingial - 3 Senior Championships; Pravineial « 3 Menster Senior,
I junier Champianship: Championships; County - Ciaunty - | Senior I Menster Club Champlonship;
County - I Junior Club Champicnshap, Charmpionship Coainity - 8 Seniar
& Senior Championships Playz Ladies Football Championship
fir Tipp-cr:lr}'
HD! I'ﬁ : "nllr Nn: ta 111.Irllllll|l-;dr-:l-l;';lll-l-l- ------ : IIIIIIIII ;Ir;:ri.a -------------
JOAMME MOLAM : MEABH CORCORAM MIAMH HARKIMN MICHELLE SHORTT « PATRICIA O'HALLORAMN

Age: |9 Club: Sdverminas
Oecupation: Sisdent ;
Achievements: Alllretand - -
| Senior Chamgéonship . T
Premvirgial - :
2 Senitor Championship;  *
Clubs -
] _ll.n“tﬂr Ehw;ﬂmbhip

Clubs: Moycarkey-Borria. =
Oecupation: Agcounian .

M |
JO¥ITA DELAMNEY
Age: 11 Chib: Cashel
Ciccupanien: Teacher
Achleviments: All-lreland -
5 Sensor. | Intermedae,
I Mhincr and | Junior

Mo: 2
SUZANMME KELLY
Age: 18 Club: Toamevara
Ocoupation: Teachar
Achievements: All-iraland -
5 Benior, 1 Imermediate and
I Juniar Championship;

Champsonship; Pravwincial - | Minor, 1 Senéor and
Provingial - 2 Seniar Chib Championships:
2 Club Championships: Colloges - | Purcell Cup,
County « | Ashbourne Shield,

¥ Zonior Championships Adl Scar 2004

Ma: § Ma: 10
AMGIE McDERMOTT JOANME RYAN

Age: 18 Age: 11 Club: Drominch
Chub: Amnacarty-Danahill Crceupation: Student

Dccupation: Accountant Achievaments: All-Ireland -

Pupis; 2 Apes 34 Club: Dromdlach
Clceupation: Murie
Achlevements Allirelsng -

higvemaents: Allrgland - 2 Lerwar Championakésg:

TR R SN R T T

i Jandoer Champieerchig; Previneial - | junbor Chip; Prawincial -
Presingial = 1 Sesise Club: - | gemicr championakip 2 senipr champlonabigns
Championithip Colleges -1 Munster senior Ol =

championakis

LE L T e

Age: 30 Chebe Dromdach
Oecupation: Susder
Achiovements: Alldrelind- = Achleverments: Alldrelynd -

1| Senier Champicerhip: 'y

I ganiar champicsihip

Mo 3
UMA O'DWYER
Age: 13 Clube Cazhel
Oceupation: Food technologist
Achicvenvents: Aldrelund -
5 Senior and | Inermediate
Champicnships
Prowincial - 3 Senior, 2 Clubs
Championships; Colleges « 2
Ashbourne Cup; County - 5
Senior Champlanships, All Sear
2004; Texace Award Winmsaer 04

Ma: 11
MNOELLE KEMMEDY

Apge: 30 Club: Toomevara
Qccupation: || T Technician
Achievements: A0 reland -

Age: 21 Clubs Porcros
¢ Ceoupations Studentjunior

2 Sanior, | Junice

: Champicrhip:

H Prendnchal -

¥ | mines, | Junios

i Champdonship,
Chals -

1 Junics champonship

Mo 4
AMANDA O'REGAM

Age: I3 Clube: Dousgls
Ocecupation: Studeng/LiL

Achievernents: Alllreland - Achieverments: All-lreland -
I Mimor champlanship; 2 manae chammpienships;
Provineial - Pravincial -
| Minor championship, | junior 2 miner champilongships
Calleges -
2 Aghbourne Cup/LL

BRIEGE CORKERY
Age: |8 Club: Coughduy
Decupation: Stusdent

Mo 7
ANMNA GEARY
Bge: 18 Club: Mdiord
ﬂ:cup:tinm Coudant
BAchievermnionts: Al-Ireland
10 Al-lrefand Cofopes
{juniarisengr).
I munor charmpicnshep:
Prowingad -
| minor championship

MARY O'CONMNOR
Age: 28 Club: Klleagh
Qccupation: Camagie Regional
ﬂh’:lnpmnﬂ: Co-Chrdinatar
Bchievements: All-lraland -

¥ Samor Champeanshepa
Premincial » 7 senior champienships,
I nigr champsanship, | Mincr
Championahips Clul = 1 Ali-ireland
Clubd championahips with Granagh,
!-:ilm-g:u'-: ¥ Ladiii. Fooikall -
2 parior Munster champicanships

Me. 12 Mo, 13 Mo 14
JENMIFER ©'LEARY EMER DILLOM STEPHAMIE DUMLEA
Age: 3| Club: Barryroe Age: 11 Club: Ballygarvan Age: 30 Club: Cloughduy
Cccupation: PE Student LLL Clecupation: Oceupation:
Achievements: All-Ireland - UCC Student of Pharmacy Production Supervisor
| Senior Championship, Achievements: All-lrefand - Achievements: All-lreland -
I Intermadiate Champlonship. I Senior Championship, § Senior Championshipas:
1 Mimor Championships, I Imermediate Championship, Prawincial -
All Sar 2004 Provincial - 2 Sendor 2 Minar Championships; 4 Senior Champlonships;
Championsbips, | Junior Provingiald - Collepes -
Champicnship; Colleges - 1 Minor ehampionships | Ashbourne Cup,
1 Ashbourne, | All-iretand Collepes, I Purcell Cup
Mo, 21 Mo, 22 Mo 13 Mo 24 Mo 25
PAULA O'CONNOR | LYNDA O CONN ELL . JENMIFER BROWME ClARA HEALY MIAMH BOWLES
Age: 14 ¢ Age: 14 Club: SeFinbars @ Agec 21 Club: Ballygarvan © Age: 23 Club: Bahopstown Age: 11
Clibs: MNewrownghandrum Docupation: Azcounsat Crecupation: Qecupation: ! Club: Mestownikandrum
Decupation: Suedent. CIT Ackapreements: All lreland - Pharmacy student Achievements: Alllneland Ccoupation: Tescher
Achivvements: All-lrelsnd - - | junims champlorehip, © Achepvements: Previncal 1 marsar championship Bchievements: AllIrgland -
| Sendor Championthip; | | bvtermediate champiconship I junier champioaship, | Incermediate championship I minsr championship
Pronvineial - Prosincial - | ingermediste champlonship Provimgial - Prerincial «
Gael Linm : I juniar chargsionabap, Chals - : I minor charpianibis, I mirar champlonship
¢ | incermediabe championskip | I senioe champigethip | intermadiste Colleges - Askbourne

- Coleges - 3 Ashbourne/LICC

10 Alldralesd Callejet



heres somathing about training in
September.  The  nights  are
darkening, that All-lreland feeling is in
the air. You wind down the waining, take
1 shower, emerge from the dressing
reom, its pitch dark - You know you're
inan All-lrefand final!

By 5 o'dlock this evening the Al
Ireland Senior Cameogie Champions flor
2005 wall be known.

In a champlonship largely devaid of
shocks, its Cork and Tipperary for the
4th year in a row!

Are neutrals fed up with it! Maybe so!
But if you want a great game of
Camogie. tight and packed full of action
and tension then you wouldnt look
beyond these owa,

Last year's final didn't quite live up o
previous encounters between the
COuUntry’s top two countes but the
pension was evident,

Who knows what to expect from
todays game! The mere sight of each
others jersey will have players
temperatures up ever before the ball is
thrown in.

The key to today’s game is how much
space cach ceam will be afforded,

From a Cork point of view they can
not afford to give Tipp's lethal full
forward line oceans of space. From a
Tipp point of view thay will need to put
the shackles on the speedy |ennifer
O'Leary and dangerous Emer Dillan,

Cork have to play for the full hour
and have the belief in themselves if the
going gets tough. Should Tipp take the
lead Cork can not hang their heads. For
the first 20 minutes of last year's final
Cork dominated. Against the run of play
Tipp went in at the break 5 points up.
Cork fell apart in the second half. They
didn't seem to have the belief deep
down that they could win the game,

Cork Hunger:
Enough to

Overcome Old
Rivals??

This year things are different. The
playars have bonded well Under former
Cork Sur Fiona O'Driscoll, who ook
over a1 coach this year, they are more
focused than owelve months ago and
everything from day one was peared
vowards the final,

Cork’s forward division has been a
major concern over the past couple of
years. The Cork mentors had o ke
action and in a bold mave have switched
Stephanie Dunlea from full back to full
forward to add some much nesded
strength. She has sloted inte the
position with ease and will give last
year’s ‘Player of the match’, Una
O Dwyer, a much sterner test. Gemma
O'Connor has alse spent most of the
campaign at centre forward. Her batde
with Ciara Gaynor will be vital.

Cork.up to the championship quarter
final had not been impressive. They lost
the Munster Championship final to Tipp,
they lost the league final to Galway and
only God knows how they managed 1o
defear Galway in the first round of the
championship by a single point Their
supporters were worried. On the | 6th
of July, however, things strted to come
righc. They gave a  magnificent
performance against Wexford and
emerged as group winners on a score
line of 2-16 o 1.7, Cork also gave a
polished display in the semi-final against
Limerick to reach today’s final Its the
right time of the year to come good.

Tipperary have the backbone of the
teamn that first burst on to the scene &
years ago. They ooze experience,

Cork. however, have some very young
Players. Anna Geary, Rena Buckley and
Breige Corkery are 17 and 18 years of
age.

By Linda Mellerick

When young teams are defeated
experts say that ‘experience caught
them on the day’. When young teams
win they say “They had nothing to lose
and gave it their all'. Both statements

are cofrect to a certain extent Bur | BalNiStec

firmly befieve and  always have done,

that hunger wins games. At this level Club: Thurles Sarsfields

very litthe separates sides in an All
Ireland final. Both teams obviously have
the skill, both teams have trained
thermselves to a stand soill; both sets of
players have led disciplined [lives

game can turn, it's true. But its the team
wha is willing to go that extra yard in
training. the player who is willing to
throw themselves in front of the hurley
if needs be, the player who can hardly
breathe at the final whistle, the team
that won't even contemplate defeat.
that will prevail, | have a good feeling
about today!

Occupation: GAA development officer with Tipperary Institute

Paddy is also

Management experience: This is Paddy's first year in managing
ionship. e TIpperary senior camogie team. In June he led this team to a

throughout  the championship. A ' R

Somathing has to separate them. One IUNster title. Before taking over from Raymie Ryan he managed

wrong call, ane moments lapse in TF'PEH.":I'JS- minor h“l'l'l“g team for a number of years I'Eidi'lﬂ

concentration, one mistake and the them to three consecutive Munster minor titles.

involved with his club, Thurles Sarsfields.
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Fiiire go leir go Cluichi Ceannas na hEireann sa
Chamégaiecht. Cuirgann sé ghorar crof ar lucht
leanninach camoguochea bhaith ar ais aris §
bPiaire an Chracaigh innlu, 14 endir mhér & ani
twAlte d' imnrecers bheith pairceach sna cluichi
Leannaks ar son i chondee agus is Geaid
ipeisials & cluiche a2 mir 33 staid

onixch seo - Pairc an Chracaigh, Filte
speisnaln churg Makghréad LN Mhairin,
Cathasirleach, Foras na Gasilge,

Taifid fior butoch da bhard Foras na

Gaeitge as weht an urraiochs a thugor

do Cumann Camagakochta na nGael

i geombair Craobh Sintearach

Camdgaiochta ma hiireann, Cuirim

failte freisin do Parvhalin O hEachtairn,
Taoizeach, | welcome also Mnisver Mary
Hanafin T.O.

O year o our second century and
what o year o has been, A year rrked
with development and changes, a year which
has already produced quality finals with Gakeay
emerging o ake the Devisson | Mational league title
it a closely fought game and Cork making tha Division 2
i am equally keenly contested fnal And then the Mingr finals
lasc manch saw the rewrn of Kilkenny to the winners pedium when
they emerged vicuorious im the Minor A championship over a very
young Tipperary side and new comars on the black Offsly uking
the “B” wile in a thrilling and akilfil game against Ulster champions
Armagh - 3 side of whom we will see more in the future. Tody's
finals have 3 bend of the old and new. The Foras na Gaeilge
Craohh Sinsear na hEireann sa Chamégaiocht sees Cork and
Tipparary tussle once again for the O'Duffy cup. This palring for
the Senior final can be compared 1o 3 good wine which improves
with the years— with each year of their contests the quality and
excitement of their games has raised camogie oo new heights and
has given supporters great pleasure in sesing the game of tamuﬁu
played ag its best The 2005 fenal will, N'm Sune, ser up an edlng
and skiffl match with each player having their personal goal in
taking the ultimate honours. The pairing of Clare and Dublin for
the Juniar firal i bound to heighten incerest in this match with
both counties endesvouring to re-bulld and perhaps re-enger the
senior ranks. Gaing Into this final with three junior champicaship
wirles each, both sides will be keen to edge out in front with che
first Junior championship of the Assocation’s second century.

i command all the players who hawe taken part in leath
champianships this year. For most players the season starts early in
the new year folipwed by campaigns in the Mational League. Masy
players alse commit themselves to Ind or 3rd level Calleges
competitions and of course their individual chubes. This eoammitment
is commendable. howeer, at 2n ateacistion thers B X onus
angure that the playing season reflects the preparation time given
by players and mentors and to this end the new structures racantly
agreed for inger-county competitions, will | believe, serve our
players and our game well, The recommendations brought farward
by a hard working committes. headed by Bernie Mchally of
Armagh, deserve great credit for thelr professional approach and
parsonal time given 1o the process. Credit also o the members of
Ard Combairle who had the foresight to herald in the change.
it is iy earnest wish that our much-leved game will be greatly
enriched with chese developments.

Oin the subject of development | would like to take this
opporunity to welteme on board our recently appointed Mational
Development Co-ordinator - Lynn Kefly and Regianal
Developmant Co-ordinators - Mary O'Connor and Cargling
Murray. The team, joining the existing Ulster Co-ordnatar Michael

Teachtoireacht an Uachtowadin

MeClements. will be the cormerstone in th
implomentation of camogie’s srategic plan far the
dewelopment of the game. These appointments
have been made possible through Tunding
received from the Irish Sports Council
earlier this year when € [Limillion was st
aside in the bwdges by the Menlster for
Aurts Sports and Tourism, Jakn
O'Donoghue, T.0. 1o develop the
gamees of camogie and hurling. Our
thanks ta the Minister, the Council
and also the GAs Provincial Councls
for their assis@ance.
Returning to today's events in
Croke Park, during the interval in the
Jurser match s will have an
opportunity 1o see the "Go Games™
being plyed by a3 combination of
Primary Schaol players frosm developing
counties — Donegal, Kerry, Sige and Mayo,
— s woll a5 players from the counties
participating in the Junicr and Senior firals.
These games, developed for Gaelic games by the
GAS, Coaching and Gamies Developmient commitiee
wnder the axpert guidance of Par Daly GAA Head of Games,
Thery epitomise th concept of sport. with the objective of
maximising participation by creating garmes that are structured to
cater for the needs and abilies of those who participate. The
games will see some young referees of the future also in action.
We hope that the young players will anjoy the experience of
playing in Croke Park and we with 1o @aend our appreciation to
all those who awsiveed in preparing them Tor woday inchuding the
Gas, County Boards.

Last year we had the memonble on pitch pagrantry when
Prirmary Schaol children from all over Ireland farmaed the colowrful
|00 e mark cur centenary. Bt was a truly wonderful sight and
wi welcome the children back this year,

Musical entertainment will be provided by the Tallaght Youth Band
who were 3 tresmendous success last year and the ever-popular
Brush Shiels will ensure that the stadium will come alive with
singing, Brush will be joined by Mimh Chadwick of Tipperary who
wiill lead out the singing of Amhrin na bhfann.

in 1980 Cork took their §3th Alllreland Sonior tide when
following o replay they evercame the mighe of Lemerick. This e
lead by thebr captain of 1980, Mary Geaney, will be introduced ar
half time in the Foras fa Gasdge Senior champsonship game.

| wish our referees john Pender and Una Kearney and their
match officlals the bese ol luck,

Qur primary focus today is on the geams from Cork. Tipperary,
Chirg and Dublin. However, the staging of today’s events would not
b possible without the invohement of mary other teams behind
the scenes. To all thase concerned | wish 1o exvend my gracefl
appreciation - programme sellers, GAA suewards, ticket sellers, on
pitch helpers family and frionds, My personal thanks to Sile Che

"I Teachtaireacht an

caraim fiilte romhaibh go léir go

Pairc fhioreghlas an Chrécaigh ar
ocdid chluichi Ceannats Chumann
Camdgaiochta na nGael do 2005
Fearaim fillce faoi leith do na
hirmresiri, na bainisteairi is an lucht
leantina go léir as Corcaigh, Tiobraid
Arann, An Clr agus Ath Cliath,

It is a great pleasure to extend 3
welcome to you all on the occasion of
the 2005 Foras na Gaeilge All Ireland
Camogie championship finals. The
Eame continues to go from strength
vo strength at club and county level
and no doubt the many thousands
wha are in attendance today at Croke
Park along with countless others who
will tune into live TV coverage will be
impressed by the fitness, fingsse and
general skill levels of the four teams
invohved. My best wishes wo the
players, management REams, county
officials. and the followers of today's
finalists, | hope you see all that s best
in this wonderful game.

Last year of cowrse was the
Centenary of the Camogie
Association. The  countrywide
celebrations and the spectacular and
colourfl demonstration at last year's
finals served to increase the profile of
" Camogie ameong the sporting public.
Indecd my own daughter Juliette was

1 was delighted to note recently the
Association's appointment of their
first Mational Camogie Drevelopment

Co-ordinator in  Lyan  Eelly of
Limerick. | would like to ke chis
opportunity o wish Lynn the very
best in her appaintmaent and | have no
doubt that the foresight of the
Association in filling  such  an
important role with a full time officer
will bear fruit in the future. The
appointment of Corks Mary ©
Connor and Galways Caraline

Murray as Regional Development

Uachtarain

honoured to be a part of the
celebrations at this stage lase year and
| knew it was a greac thrill for her to

\Qu invalved.

co-ordinators will no doubt prove just
as rewarding,

As many of you will know, the
Integration Task Force Report was

\

issued last April as 3 blueprint for the
futsre integration of the GAA,
Camogie and Ladses Football, As part
of this process it was agreed that,
while the Azzocltions should remain
autonomous, they should be united
and integrated at Club level with
closer working relatonships  at
county, provincial and national levels.
We also found that many clubs are
already integraced at Club level and
that an overall fixtures schedule,
including all of the codes, should be
drawn up at county board level, Finally
it was agreed that parvcular avention
needed to be paid to issues such as
finance, club membership, facilities,
fistures, the GAAYS Parish Rule and
player insurance.

I am glad to say thar progress on the
overall process has been most
positive. | think this is dwe in no small
part to the excellent leadership
shown by your current President
Miriam O Callaghan and all of the
officers | have encountered who are
inwolved  with  the  Camogie
Association, Your co-operation and
assistance over the years is gready
appreciated,

But today is all about the enfield
action. Le cinamh Dé beidh cluichi
breatha sparuila againm inniw

Rith Dé araibh go beir;

Sedn O Ceallaigh
Lischiardn
Cumann Lithehleas Goel
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Rebel girls
surge to
a sweet
success

INTEBRVAL switches red crucial,
a did the locky aof an
‘wn=goal” 10 minutes from the end,
bt wltmately it owas true grit and an
sbsolute determination to avoid 1 third
consccutive defiar which won Cork
the Foras na Gacilge All-Trebind seniar
carmogic champiomhip title in Croke
Park }Ei.bcn;lt:.'.

The re-armangement which brought
star performer Gemma O'Connor and
outstanding dual sar Briege Corkery Cork, four points in arrears in the
together at midfield helped inspire  19th minute, recovered to be only ane 1

k. behind seven minuees later. y

Ca
The apening stage of the game was Briege Corkery was prominent at  in assisting their Liter, with hands, while they were unlucky to see  Their character tested again, Cork  in the fint half but was more willing’
noteworthy for the face thar the sides  lefi , and again on the other the mmﬁ-m to -8 at half-time, a pass across poal-mouth from  responded mmﬁiﬂ@tﬂﬁgﬂlﬁ: to allow the game to flow in the sec-
were very cvenly balanced, with scores  side when she switched with the con-  Tipperary never managed to gee  Dunlea being intercepeed by the alert  initarive with rwo guick scores ond half. i ;
level ewice up to the ninth minte. sistent Anna Geary, while Gemma back to the ame heighes on the re-  Sinead Nealon. the influental Emer Dillon, A ok DLy A
However, Tipperary were to gain 3 O'Connor (e sumption, and it took them 21 min-  Finally, 12 minutes in, Cork scored  Showing extra teserves of FItNEss — 08 esar & Bcaen 100 . (iConnoe B8 &
gradual advantage around oidBeld  iheir star rrmet in the second half)  utes 1o get their next score. throwgh Emu-‘ct o' and affer 2 a tribute to the ration of trainer , B Mclorwy, E Burks, U ODoneghus, &
Foul on Deirdre Hughes led to Cliire  Fiona O'Driscoll, three-goal hero of Wl and B Cockary 01 sach.

which was reflected in an increasing  did a lot of good work at centre-for- Emkgdumi a new midfield pai
threat from their forwards, and C ward. ing of kery and Jennifer O - Grogan getting Tipps first score, the  their 2002 victory — they drove home I
m’._l.;{ggicd to make real headway in at-  Emer Dillon improved her fist nor—a masterstroke — they brought  game ;-,xpind:ﬁ.hm kife when Cork their advantage with three more  Fogarty, N Kennedy and D Hughea 0-1

ack. touch to do some good work on  in 3 substitute ar mght eorners it : SCOTES. ey } CORSK: A Mura; A Buckley. B "“"h",i-,, R
Adter 16 minutes, Ti were  both Hanks and “E?r‘m captain mmﬂﬁmﬁudd:y%#um It came fram a efully-hit free in Two of those came from late subssi- A%%%M.Jﬂmﬂl

06 ta 0-2 ﬂmwlmﬁ-&pﬁ, Una O'Donoghue was seen to good  Rachel Moloney 1o centre-forward, memmmmc:% rute Angela Wakh and Briege Corkery £ Oilon, 5 Dunles, EBurieiespce @ 0
Converted ~ Cork  full-forward  effect on Ihuwi%f tside her. ﬁq.m_r.ﬁbﬂmﬂur'dﬁﬂ'nﬂmw ‘gan {one of six fir-time medal win-  — both members of the Cork ladies m-,.,.,i, (15} Tae

Stephanic Dunlea was seeing liefle of  Out of the blue, Ti ' in, the margin was two pomts. fers on the day) and full-back football team who contest their first  0'Donoghus ft, ]

the ball and it was much the same at  duced :IE:d when Koifs  Homepes Cork then rn into 3 ﬂ'Dmr unforsunately dropped it All-Ireland final in two weeks’ tme.  TIPPERARY J Delanay; & K3y, | 5

the other end for Tipperary captain Callowed a ﬂ;:mg 0t o g stone wall in terms of being able o over line. That Puiﬂ a point  Froc-taker Jennifer O'Leary’ point- 1 a ey e oo,

Deindre Hughes. t legs and they racked up  further their recovery and trandate  ahead, bur in another three minutes ed free brought the curtain down ona ?Hﬂfi'l.ﬂmm E McDannell ﬁ

he
O balance, however, Trpﬂﬂ'}'k thres quick scores just afterwards. their superiority into scores. Hughes levelled (with her only score  pursy -half showing which was SubsE for Kennady (3T ming
backs were stronger, with Ciaa Yet Cork hung on for two late nqumedchmm&:hiwng al’ﬁe ) and Grogan put Tipp _ﬁ;ﬂymrd:d. $ Lo I
and e Brophy impress- rove invaluable  shots into goalkeeper Jovita Delaneys  back in front in the 58th minute. Referee Scan Pender was very strict  Amendence: 14,350, G
1
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B CAMOGIE Joy for Cork in senior final but Clare and Dublin must try again

Rebelettes

bag another
title for Cork

CORK 1-17 mdw the hat-trick
TIPPERARY 1-13  this year's trainer, ﬁrﬂiﬂ
Cliona them the peak fitness needed
A8 e Comuge o1, 0 cacl sl e

rowv bidd with a fantastic ssc- o trafl by just & polnt
and-hall performance in yes- After 4 tense opening 25
terday’s Foras na Gaeflge All-  minutes in which Joanne
Ireland camogic final at  Byan hand-passed a great
Croke Park. goal-chanes into the shde-net-
Whether it spells the end ting this quickly created a E
for many of Tipp's older stal-  gap through which Tipp  Cork’s Briege Corkery gets frem
warts only time will tell, mced ominously. MmmmmmWMthmmMm Brandan Maran/Sportdile
Their Paddy Jill Horan tageed on o
MeCormack them the Wﬂﬂ s did MNoelle Amanda Ofegan dropped o
iltimate tribute, saving : and Eimear ODan- free into the goalmouth s .
'mwmtlrfmmtgrﬂnm mmﬁuﬂ%mm T ruil-hﬁ Una = u :
coming touday are  points o OTraqyer cateh o i3
Erent players going out. The But took heart from  past her own keeper Jovita Whﬂtadlfferent:ea}fﬁ&r +
whole of hi:m_d mwﬁlﬁmm Delaney. g = d el
of them and T tered Deirdre Paints nghes v i
This fourth final meeting  Hughes still hadnt a cham- Grogan actually put Tipp ak f S h
mmmmmﬁ pionship score: this summer  back into the lewd with five m ES Dr prﬂu tep HHIE
wnmﬁw&hﬂ.m tlnﬂ.;h;m Rosarie Holland minutes remaining but Cork’s by Jim 0'Sullivan always believed they could up it when
Mli.ﬂ]:ﬂm skl]]." e SaCKICL immense bn z it was demanded of therm.
11ke thalr male counter-  scoring. bwo WHEM Stephanic Dunlea evennaally “We had the pace and we knew
parts this summer, the Cork and ‘cutting’ freed herself from the crowd and made  we'd bt srronger. In fairnes, our goal
mentors made a couple of m wh her way 1o the dressin m, she was  was 2 mistake between the full-back
vital switches that tumed this ~ all the attacking almaoar walking on air. tacontrast  and the goalie. After chat, we got the
thriller their way the mume turned to kst year. » she was the bosing  really erucial scoret and the crooed gos
Toppling Tipp to win their  cal dogfight captaiti and before she had dme to  behind us. There was no answer from
second tithe in four years was  gradually won ﬁmﬂmmwmhrwm T"PE'
always going to nood some Within 20 she was one of the unfortunate players ege Corkery and Angela Walsh
tactical master-ptan and Cork  had the margin 0 whisked away for the mandatory drugs  each got a point near the end. They're
John Cronin pro-  gle paint amin o 2K Gy EesL. bying in the ladies foorball final on,
m by bringing prodi-  their defence, Jod by Mary Y= f ! When she d abour half an Eund.f!.r week and they're super fit. 14
teennger Bricge Corkery  OConnor and Anna Geary, SR i, ke hour later, nearly all of her teame-mates  say that fimess definitely told in' thé
and Gempa OConnor to did pot yield a single second- o 5 x had left the dresingroom. She was  end. Great eredit is o Fiona
in the second half to  half score until a Sist-minute ﬂﬂﬁﬂ'—li o & 2 II'W:; distraught, The memory stayed with  ©O"Dnscoll for the work she did™
wrestle: back the dominance  free by Clidre Grogamn g P ‘A& e N me, 50 | sought her our vesterday. You There were aspects of the pame
that Philly Fogarty's first-half  And them, crucally, Cork c L Ll just couldn't describe feclings of which i inted her, primarily the'
befllinnce hid established. o a goal from an equally Spon o Gayece . 35 Ll;bihﬁﬂn she was experiencing. You iswie of referees now allowing the play’!
The players also credited  defensive  blooper  when £ i i d to sex it in her face. fow, of being tolerant of ﬁqqiq}jt}-
SIth such  a difference between  even though its mppmndpm be i

mning and losing. 1t all or noth-  nen-contacr sport. )
ing" she said. “Las ltg‘lmcr we had  “There scemed o be 2 lot “of
nﬂ_lﬁnﬁ this year everything. Itk bril-  breaks in the play which make things
Hagit, All the losses are forgotten. It5  sloppy to warch. And 2 loz “of
who the winners are that eoun.” frees. They should definitely” look” at,

Shie arcritwited Cork's win to the face  that. In hurling they le it go- It X
that they never panicked, that they be the same with camogie” -

&
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Aoife Murray = Aparl free B liest hall mistako
whieda sha ook her eye off the ball b a split second
which led 1o Tipp's mul_ Murray did wall. Harrowed
the angle woll on 14 minules o loca Joanng Ryan 1o
handpass wide, Rating: 7A10.

Rona Buckiey — Had a vory tough first all on Emar
McDonnell who was on fire. Couldn® quite malch
MeDonnalls speed, Played a fot mone offectively and
sleady in the second halt whan moved to right hall
back. Rating: 710,

Rosarie Holland = Didn't 2ee a huge nmount of 1ha
ball but what did come har way sho coped wilh well.
mnﬂﬂmmmmEBﬁthﬂlmdmﬂﬂym
the battle. Rating: 810,

Amanda O'Aegan = Afer a shaky first half in which
Jill Horan scored bwo points, O'Regan fumed in a
magnificenl paricmnance in The second hall.

Her long clearances, in particular ihe one which lad 2
Corik's goal, iéed Cork and sha can ba proud of hef fi-
nal dabat, Rating: B0

Brelge Corkery — Tremandous, One linst hall Blunder
which fad 1o Tipp's goal $hould not take from hor over-
all pedormance. Played her besl  huding when
saitched o centre field, Rpting: SN0,

Mary O'Conpar - A dopendable, sobd game
twoughoul. Led by example al cenire back., The
game passed her by a lite in the second hall bul she
wor't complain. Her apponent MoeBe Kennsdy was
substbusd i the second half, Rating: B0

Anng Geary = An excellent gafd which baliod har
tenclor years. Her insxpensncs caughl har once or
wiice in ihe frst hall but she grew as the game wen
. Warked hard. Magrificord debut. Rating: 810.
Vivianne Harris = Covered a kot of ground in the first
half b couldn™ quite ged inte ihe game ai coantrofiald.
VWas a islle unlucky to ba the one chasan be go at hall
tima and can ba prowd of her contribution b e team.
Rating: 710, :
Aachel Molonay — Oné of her besi pafomances n
this Cork jerasy. Worked her socks off. Soored a greal
point in tha first half in response to Tipp's point and
her magnificent pass led to Dillon equalising with
theea minutes b go. Rating: 9/10.

Una O'Donoghue = Scored a gocd poént in the first
hadl whan Cork nogded 1o stay in the game. Marked
ane of Tipp's great players in Thersse Brophy. Didn't
gel Hings easy. Substitubed in the second hatl bt
contribubed when on. Rating: 710,

Gemma O'Connor = ky player of the masch, Was od-
feclive in the frst hall and scored Cork's opening
paind, Bul it was al cenlie fsld that she really shone.
Dizplaying charactar, dive, great fiiness and scoring
two points out of the top dawer she was one of the
main reasons Cork won this gama, Fading: 910
Jenniler OLesry - \Worked exiremely  hard
througheut the game. Blocked endlessly and kept the
bal wp front, Fowr poings, e (rom plane & good after-
raon's work. Rating: 810,

Emer Dillon = ATE Player of the maich and along
with O"Connar and desarvedly so. Could heva done
batiar with one or two balls in the first hadl but blos-
somed in tha second. Each poinl was sweotor than
thi nexd and al @ crucial time in the game. Poinbed
Cork's equalises and then put them a paint ahead wilh
thred menules (o go. Fating: 100

Stephanie Dunlaa - May have only scord oneg pont
bl hor infience on the gamea should not go o=
rodiced. Minimised Una O'Cyger’s nenowsd  diomin-
anca, forcing har ino uncusiomany armors. Won i ikl
frea in tha first hall. Rating: 810,

Elalne Burke = Onoe again worked ke a Trogan
Scored a poinl. Lost a bit ol pace in the second hat
Bl was subeliiulied, bud =1l drova heor leam on fnam
tha sidedine. A greal caplasn. Reting: 710,

Joanng O'Callaghan = A good, solid gama whan in-
troduced al hall tima, Dealf elfectively with tha Tew
bolis thal came her wiy, Snuled oul  Emer
McDoined s greal fist hall podarmance. A great phay-
ar b being in. Rotlng: 610,

Sprah O'Donovan = introduced mihway through the
second hadl. Worked hord, Brooght nanw life inla tha
full forward Ene. Rating: 0.

Angpels Walah — Anothar player 10 be introduced with
10 mindes o 50 lefl in the game. Scored a great
point with baa minutes 1o go 1o pul Cork bwo phaad,
Kot an easy Ihing 1o do when intreduced nlo swuch a
prossuised game, For that alona she dessnas a high
raliryg. Rating: BHO.

CORM TEAM — For their character, bakal and nev-

ur-urr:luﬂnuh Rating: 10/10,
GHFPIHIIILIMII Melierick

cmn
victory over Tipperary,

GQuelling the Tipp altack: 115 no secrol
that the Tipperary attack wears well on
top, They aoe amongst the Mokl Eotent
and dammging fewands o the country.
Ty seored 1-10 In the first kol bat in
e second half, they wera rrl.ndnmdurl’r
ant by m;p-nrh
m Ied bzr Rosarie

‘Aoife Murray celebrates st the final whistla after their All-lreland
Picture: IRFHO

THREE REASONS WHY CORK WON

meent mnde tough callsad i break and
revamped the side. While. i may have
been drastle o make 50 many positionid
and perscoial changes it did hasae the de-
sirod offect.
Desire; Losing the Tast two All-dreland
finals o Tipperary and being com-
mlltand‘llnﬂurunuptu‘thh

wmmmm
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NO-ONE gave them a chance.

Mobady helleved they could dao it

But magmificent Cork believed and
they were rewnrded with thelr frst
Foras na Gaslige All-Ireland camogie
crown sinet 2002 and in dolng so dashed
Tipperary's hopes of thind succossive
crown In Croke Park yesterday.

The script before the game read that
Cork would put up a fight before exiting
the pitch defeatid,

It looked that way at hall-time a5 the
Tipperary forwards ran the show and
left the rebels in search of a miracle,

But & miracle was found as the Cork
side made Lazaris ook like a cheap ma-
gic trick ns they were transformed from
pale shadows in the first half to shining
stars -and eventual champions in the
second halfl

Az expocted Tipperary came straight
out af the biocks and made all the early
running. They gquickly began to domin-
ate key areas at hall-back, midfiedd and
more importantly in the forwards.

They opened (he sooring after thres
mingtes with a point from J01 Horan.

Cork replbed and were in front cour-
tesy of points: from Gemma Q'Conner
and Stephanic Dunlea

Using possession wisely and acouracy
when shooting was cructal if Cork were
to b whetorlons bt they strogglad in the
early stages from nerves and hit four
successlve whiles, s

Tipperary wers in control :
witboped adacks down the right and left
wings and they were winn ing possession
in the forward line far too easily as they
lost their markers. In fhe frst half,
Tipporary were better all roond, more
croative and showed more cohesion as
they piched apart the Cork defence.

‘The reason they struggbed wis be
cause the Tipp halfforsard lise of
Grogan, MNoelle Rennedy ami  Joanne
Ryan were oontinously. rotating posi-
tions amd this loft the penulimate line of
Cork's defence confused.

But despite a lack of supply o the for-
wards and despite falling 07 to 0-3 be-
hind after the opening. quarter, Cork
were well In the game and had Tipp on
tlse ropes for periods scoring  paints
through Emer Dillon, Ebuine Burke and
Eachel Maoloney oz they worked aon nar
rowing the gap and the deew to within a
poinl before they were hit by a sucker
puneh,

With three minstes in the st half me-
mpining, 8 comedy of erimrs in the Cork
bick-line led to Clare Grogan shooting
from distance and it ended in the net as
Cork keeper, Aolfe Mureay losi 1]\1 hﬂﬂ.
in the September sun.

It sent Cork tumbling back to

ome and they struggled to g
Il'ml' drifted five points behind at the
birealks (1-10 to D483,

The writing appearsd to be on th wall
for Cork at the break bt nﬂﬂh"ﬂ

i i mma w a




Player of the Match

i - e [ '
Jill Horan of Tipperary and Briege Corkery of Cork during their All-lreland Senior Camogie Final at Croke Park yesterday.

Referee Watch

"""'f

Turning Point

Piches: MPHO

Value for Money

THE tremendous work ethic of Cork

87
WHAY THEY S210
GEMMA D'CONNOR

Az g membee of e lnzh delence
forcas, Gemma O'Connor i wsad 1o
poripeming under pragsung bul she
ig unlikoly B ba vobsed in such o
firce batlle as she was against
Tipporary.

Aller tha Bnal whislle, she
siruggied 1o fnd i wonds 10 sum
us it faalings.

* don't think words can describa,
howr | fool now. ARer losing two
years in & row, | have finally got
back ghe feclng Bhal | had 0 2002
It s unemal but the girls horoughly
desara it”

Afer baing oulplayed in tha st
hall, Cork lound heir way back nlo
the game ard O'Conngr afiribuies
this to tha wisdom of tha manage-
menL

It was a beillant pafcsmance in
tha sacend half. When Tipp got the
goal in 1ha first half, @ was a tough
Ebow Bud we knuckled down in the
gapond hall,”™

rGonnor foels one of the altrb-
uting lactors 1o Cork @rcess was
befiel deepite Doing compialely wit
tan off In the rum up the gams,

“Every paipar, overy joumalist and
neddy  Every  supporer  Gpped
Tipparary to win but we balisved we
could da it

MARY D'COMNMNOR

“This doosn’l happen very oflen,
W pullod it back fom abschsoly
mothing. And 1o be honest at
hall-lim we ware talking about the
Cork hoders and how they came
from behind  against Clans, Wae
cidn't play wall im Ehe frst half bt
wi knéw wo had il in ourseleos o
coema hack inbo i

“Wa had a gama plan, stuck 1o il
and luckily it paid off in the end

The expersnced campaigners
was forwand B0 the jourmey
hame, when the celebrations bogn
in samasi.

"W worn faninsSic today. B was
very hard o play Tipperary bodary
but Bhesr Wi R WaY Wl Wers Joing
o come 1o Croko Park and lose
theee limos in a row o them. P
Dean on the road ben years and i i
atesohaety fantastic for tho girls and
bof ma, We had Ficna wha i a tan)-
aslic traimer and wa neaded 1o tke
responsibility on  owsotves. This
i=r1 gnly for 2008, it ks for 2003 and
2004 a= weall,”

RACHEL MOLONEY

Anather honolng in the Cork vies
bory wat Courcey Fowers star,
Rached Moloniey, who sconad vital

OMA O'DWYER'S own goal, 12 minutes
inta the second-half, which put Cork in
fromt for anly the secomd fime, gave Lhe

points &l crucial slages
She spoka ol har dalighl for lar
heam-mabes,

JOHN PENDER "seemingly conspired
to grab the Wmelight witly some bizarre
diectsbone, which threatened to ruin the

GEMMA O'CONMNOR  was  fantastle
throughout the hour, but the accolade
goues o Emer Dillon whose persistance in

and excellent hurling by hoth sides
made this an enjoyable contest o

ihe forwards broke Tipp hearts,

have forctold what was to come in the
aeveonl hall

Dirastic action was necded and it was
pakery by the Cork management, who
made changes all round and restrocted
the slde

Reno waz switched (rem

Buckley

corner-back 1o the wing with
poloney going to half-forward.
While Briege Corkery and Genuma

orConnor wers switched to midfield and
Jopnne O'Callaghan replaced Vivienne
Harrls.

The move by the management was in-
spired as the supply to the forwards was
improved due to the pace of Corkery and
ithe hattling skills of O"Cannor.

Dillon and Stephanie Dunles came to
the fore for Cork after a quict first half.

Dunlea was well on top and winning

final, Rating: 610,

her battle against Una O'Thwyer as gha
drmpged her out of position,

Within in ten minmes, Cork had once
pain reduced (he gap o & poinl

Dillon,  Jennifer °Leary amd  fwao
polnis [rom O'"Connar bringing Cark (o
within touching distance ol Tipp

In the twelllh minute, Cork went In
fromt for only the second time of the
game courtesy of a bizarre own goal.

Amanda O'Regan delivered a high ball
inte: the ares, which appeared to be
hemding wide but Tipperary Dhillback,
Una O'Dwyer attempted to cafeh the hall
but she fombled it past her own keeper

In the second half, Cork were cleardy
the bether side,

The struggling rerguard of the frst
period was replaced with consistent and
reliable cover.

e —————

Cork =de penl bellef

The Tipperary forvard line weren't in
the game as the backs chassl and
warked hard, which forced them to lose
the swagger they plaved with in the flrst
healf

In fact it only allowed Tipperary to
seap one poind fram play and the other
two came from frecs awarded becanzo of
dalt referesing declsions.

The referes, John Pender persisted in
awarding dofi froes against both sides
and he threatened (0 miin thiE game as a
spectacle bul luckily both sldes rose
above it

Tipperary panicked and attempted fo
regroup buat i was Cork who had the
strangest kick for the line as paints firom
Anpgela Walsh, Briege Corkery and
Jennifer (FLeary propelled them to vic-
lory.

wilch, Rating: &

This 15 a win thai goes some way (o ne
surpecting the prafile of camogie, while
those Involved In this county will e
hoping it ushers in 8 mew ora of Cork
dominanca

Boorais Tor Cari: J O'Leang O-4 10-1 Traa), E [Soen
O, G D' Corsnee O3 U O or -0 §1-0 ogh. B
Corkary B Molomay U O'Donpghus & Dunles &
Wakih and E Buiks 0-1 asch

Tipperary: © Grogen -8 00-T Trew 0-1 “45), E M-
Derwall rr-'r:l J Hories 0-2 @ach, A MoDesmon J Ryam
And M Kannady 01 asch.

CORK: A Murray, R . R HaRand, A OF
B Coslary, M O'Cannar, & Gasey, V' Hieres, B Molo=
iy, U O'Danoghus, G not, J Olesry, [

Erﬁwtﬁum?uuu,nmr L
a: E-h.m i oF
O Donogbas, 5 for E Burin,
TIFPERARY: J Defanay. 5 I'r 0" s J K=
wan, § Naalan, C Gayeed, T Biophy, P Foga F'-
BMeDarmoir, J Ayen, N Keowedy, © Grogan, [
Daesil, O Hughas, J Honn.

Swbar M Shorit for © Gapess, E Hayden for N

Koanratidty.
HI'FI_ roa: J Pandar [Kddanah

"It &5 absoluiely brillant and the
bast way thal you can evar and a
year of hand work and dedication for
avery sngls parson fhom numbes
cne 1o 29 and evenone invaleed in-
chiding 1hg trainers, [ am dolighted
foer rras bk | s alss delighied for al
i oiher players on ihe panal.”

Sho pinpoints Cork's composunn
and thair goal in tha secand hatf as
theér reasons lor viclony,

“Thaa goal, wa gob was imgaan,
but afso tha facdl wo didn’l panic
throdghout any of the maich, Losing
oL ECEMpOSUrE [0S bosn ou majs
dianilal agoirst Tipperany in tho
pasl. When they waril ahead in tho
past we thought we coukdn't beat
therm. Wi showed foday wa didn't
panic. We lock the right apfions lor
eEAMpE Wi 100k tha. point indtead
of having o shot Bl goal® |




Gavin Cummiskey
at Croke Park

Cork I-17
Tipperary I-13

#Eqpi:ﬂmstmwhuwm
&5 In the lagt five

ﬁg l'ﬂ:r :.;:sl':jmdnfr: camoghe
4 ople prescat
witnessed the definbtion of dig-
decp. It was a lesson in how

the pain of defeat, in the last

two deciders, all hang ouwt - and

# it
m those gripping final

exchanges, the Cork obituary was
being penned, with a goalkeeping
error top of the list of possible
causes, But that is now merely a
footnote ad they denied their
greatest rivals the three-in-a-row,
while collecting their Zist tithe.

The thies years since their pn:*
vipus Hile represented & dro
in camogic circles Leeside, ll
showed with the cutpouring of
emotion at the full-time whistle,

Let us start at the end. Corner
back Amanda O'Regan threw her
team a lifeline cight minutes from
time when her speculative 45
fout OF i people. Usa O Dwyer

Ol 4 « Una OFDwyer
wis 1o Blame as the shot bounced
off her palm past a helpless Jovita
Delancy in goal. It was a freak epi-
sode but mod the first to oocar
down the Hill 16 end.

Tipp:mrr had been living alfa
2ib=minute goal from  Claire
Grogan afier a similar free from
distance went through the begs of
goslkeeper Aoife Murray, after
:unj'usmn with full back Rosaric

Essentially, those farcical goaks
cancelled each other out,

The Cork goal did, however,
edge them clear by a point at a
vital time, Tipperary ecapiain
Deirdre Hughes levelled matters
soon  after before Grogan
$¢umpd over her fourth free of

day.

Cc-rI's reply was in direct con-
trast to the previous two years.
They camse back downficld aggres-
sively with Emer Dillon firing twa
long %ﬂm followed by
anather Angela Walsh in the
space of 00 seconds. The Tip=
perary hall-back line, minus Clara
Gaynor, who had been replaced
mpments earlier, capitulated.

Briege Cnrktgr who llnng
with  Mary O'Connor,
Buockley and Angela Wﬂ.thumh
seeking ithe double against
Galway in the feotball final, kad
been fAying up the wing all after-
noon, and added a breathtaking
i laaked thelr

"I'ippﬂ-.:ﬂ' (e Th) ol on
feet even before Jennifer OFLeary
conficmed the result with a frée
ininjury time,

It was in contrast to the
manner in which Tipperary had
begun thelr quest for a sixth title
in seven years. Jill Horan opened
their account and despite a Cork
rally, Fhilly Fogarty's marvellous
point, in a game of marvellous
g:ﬁnu-., extended lve lesd 1o 0-5 1o

2,

wok over thereafter
with 1-2 but Cork held In there
with sporadic scores from Dillon,
O'Leary and Elaine Burke. 5till,
Horan and Moeelle Kennedy drove
the Tipp dominance to the break,
where they sat on a 1-10 to 0-8
lead.

Whatever Cork manager John
Cronin  or trainer Fiona
O'Drazcoll sadd in the caves under
the Hogan Stand proved highly
effective as they exploded out for
the last 20 minues of the season.
Dillon painted before Gemma
O*Conmor found ber range with a
brace.

The intensity stalled for a
while as the scoreboard remained
untroubled for 12 minuwtes, until

= i ’ '

Cork’s pain converted 1mto pacdii

ET

Cork's Rachael Moloney, Emer Dillon and Angela Walsh (right) celebrate AlHreland victory. - (Photographer: Dara Mac Donaill

(Or'Leary ended a run of four Cork
wides.

Cronin then made the brave
decision of captain Elaine
Burke ashore for Walgh, It turned
out tobe an i.r:i|imnumimm'¢#
the 20-year-old was heavily
invalved in the late blicz,

The Cork goal fellowed and

although it levelled matters in the
karma stakes it was harsh on a
Tipperary lull-back line that had
been handling intense bombard-
ment in an assured manner.

Most of this Tippe
have been on the roa
before the br

0 a3 anoiher age of

hEam
BveEn
in I!HH

0-1). Subw §

ie beging mayhe
Ememdlhemd an era. Dulaney. 5

CORK: & Murray. i Bocidey
ORmgan (19, Tres); B Corkary (0-1), M
UContar, A Gesey: ¥ Hams, R Melensy
{0-1); U 0'Dansghue [0-1), & O'Connse
{0-3, ane free], ] 0°Laary (0-8, tws fress); E
Dilion [0-4), 5 Dunbea (81, E Burkn (capt,
for V Hass (had-
imel; 5 Doncwen for E Bures (50 mns): A

Beciiey, R Holand, &

¥ we “{ld}tl.lﬁm{ﬂrrml

Mely, U
ﬂ'bn'm..]-ﬁ'ﬂh: E Nawion, Gapnar. T
‘Brophy; P Fogarty [(0-1), & McDemail §
Ryan (0-1], ¥ Kennedy (0-1], € Gragsa
[1-8, 04 frees); £ McOonnsil [0-2), D
HWeghes (01}, J Horam (G-E). Subs: £
Hovpeles dar M Eaanedy (35 mins); M Shart for
L Ganer (34 i),
Retaree ) Pandar [Kidas),

Younger Rebel legs walk the walk this time

Gavin CUMMISKEY
AT CROEE Park

“Rebels aba aris,” cried Cork
Elakne Burke from the steps of
Hogan Stand. How nice it must feel to
steal a line from Sedn Og O hAilpin and
for it tocarry equal resonance in yous

 sparl.

was strange to be asking Ary
wl‘ﬂdyhcﬂmtﬁiﬂﬂ

Ancharge, about the end of an era
mmaflﬁsplaﬂnmmuﬂﬁs
simce the early 1990, We needed 1o
w time cawght up on a great

P'hutqqul!" : Bridget Delaney.

“That would be taking away from
Cork, I think," be sakd, *0n the day we
had no excuses. Cork were the befter
team in the end.

“Mow, we were in the position

n]byuhall'r]me{whenwhd}
h}rﬁvﬂpnmu.bulwkmﬂwl:m
golng to come at us. We knew this Cork
team weren't golng to take three defeats
in a row casy.

J&E&w&:&mdmwmmm
[ no o

the goal

thm.Thufgﬂtlhth'ﬂknﬂ
e e vice versa, we got the break
in the half with a as well.
“But ance they got that nnhhzr

| All-lreland, but

| seemed to dominate cernain sections of
the field. Important sections. They were
“It’s great for |

in his first year, and winning an

girls Bzalutel I-mll;l:.:]llh“w'

irls are a3 ¥ « W &Fe Very
proud of them, They have been here
gewen years ina row. They are great
sports peopbe and they will continue at
the highest level and | know come next
February they will be back looking for

mrmﬂﬂn
Granted, T# camogie s bene
all refurn?

ly Foparty scores n point despite the best efforis of Cork's Jennifer OFLeary.

o stay but
“Loak, if an ¥ ever walks away

St by s ey el 0
to thiem. ac 0
much. Some of them have been
since 1992, 5o they had lean days as
Ofkeay, they have mado hay while the
mﬂdmrﬂrhetulnu.uﬂazfgﬂn i |
wouldn't write any of them

Selll, In che md.ﬂm:ﬁl'isth:hmnl
difference between the teams. That and
the fact Cork were simply not prepared
to lose to Tipperary this time even after
a disastrous opening half hour,

"l suppose there was pregaure on us
b deeliwer after the two defeats but they
really came out fghting in the second
healf;* said Cronin. T think our younger

legs won it for us.”

On collecting the OFDufly Cup, Burke
paid tribute to trainer Fiona O'Driscoll,
whao played an cssential role in the 2002
victary by scoring a hat-trick in the final
mdqmn&mrhcnd:hnﬁlhﬁ}uu

“Fhoma 2 phenomenal,” said Burke,

“She was a phenomenal player, [ mean
the last time we beat Tipperary was

down to her, -9 10 |9 she got the three

5
“What she brings to the team words
can’t deseribe. The thought that goes

into every trainingsession. The method
and the ractics s kmE ;
something we used 1o~

FY R 7 O | A | B T [ F

' ¥ .
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FINALE IS
HITTING
FOR GORK

B GORDON MANNING reports

ok and 1 51

b vl oy

i ; i gone by they wens

e
adl

\ .
Proessure
N . “We were very diso ]
our first hall perfan . Thitra

ELATION: Cork manager
| John Cronin celebrates at
| full-time and (right) Acife
: = Fi — WS huge pressu defiver
2 1 | {zals,
Eriege Corkery and Jennifer minuotes  with inyg badl from G and it five paint lead, 1-10 to 0-8. ; Hahtra in the
OF'Leary'’s free stunning Tipp. thoee consecus Enn]:ﬁ:lud huwmm:md nuﬂﬁ Rebels rehawed to i Faitis ||,_1|;;1|f:!r_1.,['[,|,l.,,r;1|5:,,
Such a scenario had looked  five points — ) % into the back of the net. throw in the towsl and borst S R b PHEE
unlikely during the eacly from Elaine "’- Lma O we pulled oot of the blecks on the trength in depth was alsa very
stages of the game when Burke, a point back for Cork resumption with thiee points nl
ﬁmﬂﬂmimltdpmmdknga. O'Leary and 8™ S5 oy after good work by inseven misites from Dillon renlty
el champiens Dillon — o -',ﬁl— y f Corkery bui Tipp were and Gemma O'Connor (bwa). - [
wtarted brightly with Jill in heave just . clearly Bboosted i_r the Cork were dominating the

. goal apd kit three speces- game now and the pap was

sive poinis before the reduced 1o ome in the 46th
; I break — from  minule when O Leary foaled
ll‘u:Cubr:!]t-.u than 80 !ﬁ:m‘t_;h: Cal:-lw ) HEE.EJP;MEI; twh defenders before tap- !
ater ore i b score by = n i ping over : Taniantc mod
Sr.a]:lhunm o8 AV them  pevival d _-h'.\" Eimear Mc- Tlppe ¥ first score of ! it IJ|-.--‘I|:'IT:I.. =P
the lead for the Frst time. wils r - X Donnell. the bhall arrived from

'["i:'ppmr'_r started to gain halted i | e I| a Grogan free soon affer
the initiative though and in e 2 B
four minutes later a Claire the
Grogan free brought the
sides back lreel,

It m_ﬁm first ﬂfahw :‘gch
s v “poinis as they
stormsd |EE::| a =5 to D-2
lead by the 1ith minute.

Cork bad gone 12 mimtes
withioud 3 score belore mid-
fielder Rachel Molaney

Hornn 'Ipulh.u.l' them nhead I minimom
with a fourth minate polnt, between the
Cemma O'Connor replisd  ables

L
finail'y ended the drought. Prigiia i
Howaover, kor point was - D'Leary i A WA 1] P
cancelled out almost did hit an deﬁ Bk

immeciately after injury=time oo

4 1 ’
Girogan registered ; ; § | it for ¥ P [T T '
another froe for the Avife = T 3 ork  but 4 1% gl Cork thoy
Premier - [ Arey khe Premier ll.ﬁ:nn 5 '?I-'l-n'dlnt: wary  proud
ki County wenl (34 mrengig W Srom fop Gappmaoe will b back a

t. the [H ]
Ll;!m; with & md%“*

A

Left, Tipperary players Julie Kirnan, Sinead Nealon,
Ciara Gaynor and Thervse Brophy line i before the
start of Sanday’s All Irchand senfor camagie final.
Abave, Tipp fulihack Ung O'Dwyer in aclion in the




CORK Camogie sits proudly
on the throne this evening as
‘the county” celebrates
coming of age in Croke Park
vesterday aflternoon.

This victory was born outl of sheer
passion  and  delermination  bol
mastly out of a

A passion and desire borng from
having to agonksingly watch from
the wings as Tipperary annoxed five
titles in the last six vears. When the
need was greatest Cork answorsd the
call ngninsd a Tipp side who, when
the golng got tough, had no answers.

On three socasions n the first half
Tipperary opened up a thres-paint
abfvantage and with sccomls (o the
half timie whistle that had inereased
fo six but a vital point before the
break from Jennifer O'Leary raised
the spirits of hor skde at a vitally im-
portant time

Cork had battled turouph the frst
half 1o ket pace but a dreadfol mis-
take four mimates from the break
saw Clare Grogan gifted a goal with
a long mange efford just at a time
when Cork had whittled the lead
diown to a single poaint.

By the half time whistle Tipp led
by Mive poinis yel the Cork hesds
nevier dropped bot it was obwioons
there were problems they
needed 1o be addressed.

The concession of a silly goal
wodtld have ralled many a team but
it was no time (o panic, just ped 1o the
dressing room and Fegroup.

Cork were revitalised from the
start af the second hall and eredit
muesl go o their backroom team whao
never paniched throagh the sixty
minuates, thelr calmness a major
factor in this victory.

Through the first hall Rena
Buckiey had struggled to contain the
lively Emer MceDonnell and looked
confined in the corner-back pesithon:
Buckley is used to the more open
spaces of the hall back line and rev-
els in driving long ball forward the
ntreduction af Joanne O"'Callaghan
to the corner back pegition allowed
Buckley to move to the half back line
where she upped her game consider-
ably and was {otally dominant.

More importantly the move al

wore unable (o gain the upper hand
on thelr opposite numbers Philly fog
arty amnd Anghe MeDérmatt, as a res-

berdays of secomd half parinership of
O'Connor and Corkery paid huge di-
vidends for the new champions at a
time when they needed a 16,
Moboney gave Chara Gayner @ o
rid time when golng to hall forwand
B0 much =0 that Tipp's most
renowned deferder was withdrawsn
wihth minuies remaining.
I' Dillon made o huge contribution
‘mane mory so that in (he Gy clght
[:mhmﬁ with n sweel  equallsing
1 qnd. a mindite laber $.'|E|Il|!bg
1o ghve Cork a Jesd they helil fo
finl:h
; '{l.lr|'_l-.'l| tlreleas]y throughout
£ muinded Pinyer of the Gl

by the Sunday Game panel.
Stephanie Dunlea colobrated ey
birthday in style as she picked up
harr sixth senbor medal yesterday,
Having suffered  the  disappoint
ment of caplaining fesinpg sides in
conseculive Mnols, few would hnve
argued B she’ Bad chosen (o walk
pway, bt she has plaeed 5 Buages mle

for il 1 Bahn s Tnod” daf Y e cind

camogie

paign switching from the defence to
the full forward she broaght hoge ex-
perience awd strength to a position
that had eansed problems for Corle |

Yesterday she succeeded in bhod-
ting out last seasons player of the
your, Una O'Danyer.

The Cork back room leam had
some hard calls fo maoke vesterday
batt thoy made them none more =0
it the mplacing of their captain
Elnine Burke. Elalne had struck o su-
perh palnt inthe fivst hall af a time
when Cork were struggling but e
copnising thelr captain baviog given
er afl and had 10 i ripincesd, they
e dlse righi call,

" The TnfrBda@ilon o At Wi

Gemma 0'Connor celebrates at the
final whistle.

and Sarah ODonovan broaghl pace
to the Cork attack bul more lmpert-
antly, fresh legs at a vital time when
a tiring Tippernry defence were be-
ginning to Jeave more and more
space for Cork,

In l=st week's preview I fisll Cork
woaild have to be fough to win this
All Ireland, that they needed to take
ihe knocks and get up and dust them-
selves down and they also neoded to
stand up and be count and boy did
they do that yesterday.

Every ooe of them wore thoir
hiriirls on tholr sieeves nd ployed as
I il Tves depoivded o 7 nd ey
hooked, hlccked: and chased. 1o the
B Ty =y r ¥ - -

Tipperary surprised many with
the intensity of the Munster final
victory but Fionn O'Driscoll had oth-
er largeds and they wore reached yes-
terday. Having done it only a short
fow years ago as a plaver in tho
gamw, she graced with such distine:
tion, she becomes the first miodern

It's thme now for Flona and her
troeps (o bask in the glory after o vie-
tory well descrvad,

W ell dona, Elm
i SRS

e W e e e e



Linda

{ Alelleric

MIGHTY mighty Cork.
There have been many games over the years

“'whmrkhﬁd!r needed to win.

mes when lhh‘nm:ammm t amd

“‘:‘ﬁmafﬂwﬂumwdemmmgﬂf’
never was an AllIreland victory nesded

mare than - Had Cork lost this final it

Tmldl‘mvehmnammm

We needed to stop Tipp in their bid for three
n a row. We needod to put Cork back up there
as ane of the kingpins of Camogie and we
needed to restore our pride

We got all three yesterday afternoon in ane
of the most magnificent second half perform-
ancis sean in Camogie for many a long time

W were Mnished at half time Give me one
Cork person whe thought otherwise.

Tipp were heading for their skxth tithe in sev-
on years, their second three in a row in seven
years. Nene of the neutrals gave Cork a chance
and after thirty minutes it looked as if they
were right.

But eredit the management team and their
half time decisions which brought about 3
magnificient transformatbon.

Cork were struggling. In an almost peplica af
Iast year's final, they began the game on top
Leaditig by two points to one after fve minntes
but hitting three wides Tipp gained mo-
mentum. Tipp fnished the frst hadf =0
strongly It was hard to see how Cork could re-
spond.

Emdr McDonnell and Jill Horan were having
o fedd day on Renn B‘ur:ll.’:uj' aml  Amamda
O'Regan respectively. As expoctod we just
couldn’t cope with their speed and MeBonnell
in particular was 50 in command she seemed

wm«mmnmmmtrutnMur
ﬂluughlwu:ltulnﬂ:lim

There existed a comtingency plan. Vivienns
Harris was the player to lose out. She was un-
Tucky to go. She ran hersell into the ground but
the play went past her and that can happen.

Joanne O'Callaghan came on at right eorner
back. Rena Buckley moved oot to right hall
back. Brofige Corkery pushed out (o centre flekd
and Gemma 'Connor and Rachel Malohey in
a direct switch mowved o eentre fleld and

contre forward respectively.
O'Connor was a revelation. If her perform-

g

minuie brought Cork within two points af
having been five down at the break,
Belf beliaf won this tifle. Twelve months ago

|
g
:
:

Yoar
stroke of luck gifted Tipp thelr goal with
minutes to half time. With five
only a point separsted the sides and
locked to be finishing strongly. Breige
Corkery, all alons, left the ball ran pasi ber
McDonnell was on had to collect and while her
first attempt was blocked she managed the

o Noslle Kennedy whose long drive
defed Reeper Aoife Murray for the softest of
goals. Three further points and Cork were
haclpeddl ing.

Hard to believe that i fosk Tipp 20 minutes
of the secand hall (o score again.

A tofnl of three polnts and only one from
play summed up Cork’s second halfl domin.
ST

Magnifi cent Cork

deliver in style

They thundersd into the game.

Corkery, Gemma O'Connor and Bachel
Molonoy won a huge amount of ball and used it
intelligendly.

Joanne O'Callaghan slotied back inle corner
back as il she was never away and credit her
performance, Twice the ball came in low to
MeDonmell (the type of ball she loves) and
twice O'Callaghan was there to Mock or tap it
away.

Rosaire Holland, the quisl, unassuming, noe
frills player grow in statore and made the Tull
back position hers. Deirdre Hughes, one point
in 64 mimates = enough said, Jill Horan, slong
with McDonnell 15 one of Uhe fastest, most ski-
ful forwards i the country. Amands O Hegan
was up against it and had & tough first kalf

Wi ware belng beaten in the corners and had
to do semething about it The selectors stuck
with O'Regan and she pald them In kind. She

came fnfo her own in the second half and while
certainly the supply coming through wasn't as
pleatiful as [n the (irst half she drove anything
that did come her way back up the feld rpain

I Tipp got & lucky break in the firsl half with
Kennedy's goal then it was Corks turn
('Regan‘s long range free went all the way to
the net after Una O failed attempd o
cateh hit off her elbow and over the line. [t was
the tonke Cork necded and it put them in front
for the first time in the game with 11 minutes
remaining.

But it was In the lzst ten minutes ihat Cork
were well and truly a joy to watch.

Showing incredible Miness and sensing vie-
tory, nodthing could hold them back.

Elaine Burke made way for Angels Walsh as
Cork introduced even Mesher legs and she too
made an immediate impact scoring a crucial
palnt,

Cork seored 19 in the second hall with anly
ome polnt coming from a placed ball They ooi-
elassed Tipp in every section of the fleld,
Cork's half back line of Renn Buckley, Mary
'Connor and Anna Geary 2nd Corkory and
OF'Connoer at cenirefield worked so hard it took
the pressore off the full back line, Up foond
Emer Dillon came inte her own and scored

three topclass points. The point scoring by
both teams was of a qualily rarely seen ot
headquarters. Moloney was magnificient at
cenire forward and her intelligent nse of the
ball led created mumerous chances for her
team mates. Tipps driving foree Clara Gaynor
wits replaced with 10 minwtes to go and that an-
nouncement must surely have lifted Cork.

Jennifer OFLeary ran at the defence and once
agaln played a vital role. Stephanie Dunlea‘s
robe was hugely significant in stamplng out the
threat of Una O'Dwyor

Captain Elaine Burke played her heart owt
even when things were golng against her

Overall this was a magnificient team per-
formance A magificent sceond hall perform-
ance, Mlied with desire, passion, characher and
pride. The girls can bo proud of thelr achieve
ment, the monpgement and backroon |
can be proud of their achievement, the Ce
board can be prowd of thelr achiovement b
meost of all the peaple of Cork can b proad of
their achlevemen. We won our 215t A1 [reland
sonfor tiile in style and we did B with prideg



Cark's Emer Dillon breaking past Tipperary's Una O'Dwyer during yesterday's All- Ireland senior camogie final at Croke Park.  Match report: Page 24

Picture: Dan Linehan

Croker’s Red September

[FPERARY learned one
of the oldest lessons in the

ook in Croke
Park: Pehels ;.,‘ﬁ'."é? '

Cork’s camogie players stirned
the soul with a rousing Gght-back
in yestenday's All-lreland camogie
final, reghing in their opponents
with a2 gutsy final quarter. Ith
been a pood September for the

red jersey,

‘t‘ixtcn{at in the bowels af
Croke Park words alone from the
Cork mamnzger could not describe
the copmitment, loyalty, dedica-
tion and enthusism of the Red
and Whate, John Cronin :I'l:id.ll.}l'
adesitted it was difficult to do jus-
tice ¢ such an elite and profes-
sional bunch of gids.

“What can I say abour them
that ye haven't seen yourselves
ot on the Geld? The spir'u. ol the
Eeam 1 mt‘b:lili:r.:i'h]rf' he uidl;md

-4 rary had the upper
i Eg:u ]f‘&"ﬂ_ buir we rﬂ:;:g:d
to qut off the v, Our

X in depth was vieal, W
brought on two very st subs
O'Donovan and Angela
Gemma O'Connor
m o, midhield and Bricge
Coarkery twept up a lot of loose

ball. "W hit four poines on the
trot after the break.
“We had a lot of work done for

ﬂjib?m and were not going to
aten by Tipp again,
e ml‘-ﬁ:d tﬁl.- E’m'lcﬁ Lafit
the cup kst week and
about that before we went out, A
rising tide hifts all boats.
"It was a terrific game and it s
Eﬂl’ te bring the cup back to
ark.

History takes care of itself.
More significant was the manner
in which Cork ended a miserable
run against their grear Munster
rivals, Mot that goalkeeper Aoife
Murray was worrying hersell
with such detal,

"Frankly we dida't give a damin
who we were playing, We got
back on our feet u;:ﬁy after de-
Feeats i 2003 and 2004 and we
did it with sovle. We answered a
lot of questions,” she sapd,

Capeain Elxvine Burke looks sex
for a busy evening in Innishannon
alter her open invitzton to the
Valley Rovers club this evening
where she will proudly showcase
the silverware that has been ab-
sent from Leesade since 2003,

“We are 3 small club and this

B

means 50 much to me. [t was alio
for moy family and the people of
Cork. This victory means $0
much to 50 many people. We
represent 4 whele county and
were not merely plaving for our-
selves. Cork s a very proud GAA

mu&&" she said.

5 n thingrs were mkigu%%
OUE Way We BEver cked.
necded to get the g:auﬁu:f ImEo
EFCFLIII hmﬁfg]jmﬁ Gr.mm;r

aRnar the game
her life whfn mived to midfield,
Bricge Corkery came of age a5 a
semior phwer and Anna Geary had
F ph:nmcn:tmn You can't
underestimage EpOrEanE
their contributions were”

She also hatled trainer Frona
O'Driscoll as one of the driving
forces behind this wic

"We could have panicked when

Tipp goaled. But we recovered.
concentrated i cownter-act-
ing their . At half-tme our
aim was smply o win every ball.
“Ohir ftmess wad B VICLOEY.
We can thank Fions O Diriscoll
fior that, She had so much heart
and passion a1 a player and sall
e ki ey ol
“She to anc of us
m:imdgl?g.r cven the subs. She
knows every aspect of evervbady’s

B,
IFE‘:" van will be en fere too,
It would not be the first dme that
Emer Dilloa tunl.eu;!_ inm a Bive-sear
siplay, Foeturning four masave
ﬁm the cormer forward plaved
a central role in the sneceis.

"My confidence grew as the
game went on, We hurt badby
FrETE o

] [ [ remain
patieng and that stood to us” she
said, "W scored DWO pOINE aC
the start of the second half while
Tipp weren't generating any
chances”

The final was an intense affair,
with neither side ducking the
blowes. When the J::;tdp_uﬁ-':s 1=
est, Corkery moved u o
deliver a wonderful point.

“It it just 3 great honour for me

to be om the team,” she con-

fesed, “We knew we had o ﬂ.l'_g
w0 deep and burn every bit of
petrol in the engine, Training all
year was I!n-u_gh ut ¢|:|j|:r:,.":h|-r!. |
cnliﬁ:-'tdgh in Croke Park.™
f she iclamﬂf: has another o
unity to shine in two wee
wn the ladies football final, Whll

the dual star have problem
re-encrgising herself for this nexe
i1npmm datef

“We wall have a good shot at
winming that one oo, she

pormsed. o is a great year so
ar, | am so excited now to have
the chance of another medal in
rwvo wecks' ame”

Milford's Anna Geary was
thrilled to win her first senior
All-Treland medal,

"Mobody gave us a chance,” she
said. “We needed to bring an
All-Treland back 1o Cork. Peophe
said we were the top two teams
but we were second and thaewas
n:ii:;nnd :lu s o

seenitly appomted camoge
development officer Mary
O Connor added: “We worn this
for the losses of 20003 znd 2004,
We were up for 1t today”




All-lreland champions 2005: Camogiie
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SURGE

B Cork 1-17 Tipperary 4-13

THE next time Croke Park
needs a dash of paint
could do worse than colour
red and white because it's
starting to feel like home for

Cork teams these days.

The Cork camogie side staged &
wihirlwind finish at GAA
He rtors yesterday by scoring
five points in the final fwo minutes 1o
bt defending championa
in an exhilarating .;Hirﬂ:nd inal.

The victory comes only a week after
the Cork senior hurling team col-
lected the Liam MacCarthy Cup.

B ladies [oat
b L0 ¢ it 8 treble sucoess for
the Hebels when they contest their
fﬂéi-trdmd l:ﬁ ian‘;h: bk i

appeared fo ar A
r_hhg:au.:mtﬂw All-Ireland scafor
camsrgio title for large parts of yestér-

dayh gnme.
E-.u ihe Hebels power gave up and
1 in a storming Fnal two minutes 1o
win the O Dally for the first lime
sinee H02.
Hunger
I wag the fourth successive finsl
between the sides but Cork’s exira
kunger i the second hall — when
lh.t{nuumud'.l"ipl-‘ﬂl.ﬂn-ﬂ—
pushed TJ'IIHIJU'J‘H."E‘W]E‘H Ly,
Tipp led by five paints at hail-time
but failed to score for the
first 21 minutes of the sec-

Cork's Una 0'Donoghue evades the tackle of Tipperary's Therese Brophy during
the All-Ireland senior camogie final at Croke Park yesterday.

onl i, which lime
thth mby the gap to
the um.

WATERFORD
CRYSTAL

PLAYER DF THE MATCH
__ BRIEGE CORKER

= 'ﬁh_-
mmnmwmmwm Linda 0'Connell celebrate at
the final whistle, after they came from five points down at half-time to beat
mmmmmmmhmnnmmw

range free

by Amands n
fumbled by Tipp full-b
Una FDwyer wnder '\.
own erosshar and the A
spilled put of her kand ;
past keeper Jovita Delanek

Tipp respanded with
brace of poinis, by c& ]
Dirdre and Cla
Crogan, to [ead again by
point in the §7th minute.

Hoomover, just G0 second
later- Cark carmer-forwand
Emer Dillon loveled the
game once moTe with a fan-

tastic seore
It was the catal

for a

SILVER LINING: Elaine ity Sk fich
! = -
e ok B

after ‘failing

i (L= =y o N =y
.0 i Tippcaptain y A
IT MAY be the end of the road for - : o, going
Tipperary captain  Deirdre Hughes parade tomorrow night, but it wan't mm.,ﬂlmm!
who as good as announced her retire-  meant & be. That's sport. Personally | air after this
iment from inter-county aceivity after  have had 3 great run, can't complain. with
yesterday’s All-Ireland final. Mo regrets, said. mﬂ’“ﬂ."
Hawever she 1 adamant thae the fu- In relation to the the final was et
rure for camogie in Tipperry remains  wan and lost, she felt thar Cork’s
brighe. “Ic was a disappoinnng day for marked the turning point. O'Leary. iR
us all, we came up with high hopes, seemed to bombard us atter thae. They Pctura:
she commented after the game. “We  wete COMNE 3t 15 10 wawes,” Linghan

«ot that winming feshng over the last
h“.-..' yeaid. Wc'r:i‘.lll i r[:'l::l‘ll-] !.hﬂi:lt. We
know we didn't perform.” e
With reports in advance indicaning
ghat this - would be her last :
Meirdre admined that she “cou nt
see hemelf” coming back pext year
“Bur, there's a big squad — 31 on the
pangl — and there are a lot of young
there,
Flﬁﬁrﬂ [ gope definitely. The kf
are gome at lgl'u i:a?,r.-." said the al
who had the distincnon el
ing the onfy current player o be
chosen on the "Team of th Cent
Shie was not just disappointed fior the
team, but for her ownm club.
Toomevara., “They deserved a vectory

Experiznced defender Sinead MNey-
lon fele that “too many™ of the team
died, that they lost ground in "roo
many dres.

ke couldn't get ball into our
inside farward line — where our

Eh&gnmmrwﬂ i it

ad chances and they probably goe a
mﬁmﬂ.ﬂutﬁmt\ﬁm&m.m
E:um&glgdinrheﬁat . 1 think
]

ey were the better team on the cay,
run

“Cork just seemed (o get 2
Talf and near

oS i

¢ end we di't it koed
out 1o them, Fair pir:fgpdmnlfcﬂiq'
threw everything at us, They were
worthy winners,

Team muanager Paddy McoCormack

ﬁmd his team lose ground sceadily in
¢ second half and that they suffered
from “the scores drying up.”

*I suppose ther goal was a big score,

ﬁkbuﬂu; w\.wﬁlsimihr. ¢ came

[ EOL 3 great point

vl bue Cork ovgh back wﬁ.:nh?

15 3 great grou irks amd they'll

bounce Im.f.uﬁt}' ]E: in 20402 ?;1-:]
they came back o win two moe.

“If anybody walks away from this
team, We can'’t s an{thing to them.
We're very proud of them, they have
achieved so much, A lot of them are
hurling from 1992 and ‘™. They had

lean days as well, okay, but made
hay while they cm.tlu:l.:ﬂ i/

“Cork — its their year, in hurling
and camogie, a great double. Maybe
they might add :ﬁn Ladies Funl:h:i i
a IE.:- wircks™ ¥

£ year's team captain Joanne Foyan
was philesophical, n-eliu':!g that there
was “nothing really in it as half fime®,
and thae at the end of the day Cork
were hungrier,

“We can hold our heads up high.
We won last year, we have five outofl
the st seven, Hopefully next year
we'll come back.”




Cork captain Elaine Burke lifts the
trophy.

“TREAT US like the Cork

That's the message from
Cork poalkeeper, Anlfe Murray
to the people of the Cark, after
she halped her side to defeat
Tipperary and win the All-lre-
land eamoghe fEnal For the first
time since 2002

The train carrying the team
will arrive in Kent Station at
TASpm alter the (rwditbonal
&top in Mallow,

“We saw the reaction the
Cork hurbers got last Monday
nikght,” said Murray.

“It mveans just as much o us it

By PJ AHERN
Camagln nirws

s it did te them o win an AllIre:
Iamid,

“We know we won't get what they
oot bart it would mean 5o much to us
if people came just for five minutes
and sakd well done”

She alse paid tribode to the sup-
porters who made the journey to
GAA headguarters.,

“It's amazing when ¥ou ses fum-
ily and friends out thire

“It does bring a tear to your eye,
when peaple you dont know coms
up and celebraie with you, We
thanked them for coming.”

After trailing by five points at the
break and being completed domin

Murray’s plea to the Cork fans

abed by Tipperary, Cork pulled out
their best performance of the year
i overcome thelr arch enembes o
erase |wo successive defeals and
win 1-17 to 1-13.

Cork manager John Cronin was
the prowdest and most relieved man
in Croke Park yestonday.

“The hunger to win was insath
able. The only way It could be satis-
Tied was by winning." =ald Cronin,

“But our fitness proved superior
And akso oar ability to call on play-
o1r% from the bench o step up and be
cotnted.

“We have a Iot of strength in
depih to this side™

Alfter being defeated by Tipp in
the past two finals and being writ-
en off going Into this final, John

wis pdamant it only spurnsd his
side on 10 SCcess,

“It was one of the motivating
faciors to be written off

“There 15 no doubt that these girls
were determined (o come here and
win.

“Thay weren't coming 1o miike up
the numbers.”

With Cork tralling at the break,
changes were needed to freshen up
the side and John says the moun-
tafin wasn't as steep as it appeared.

=W were only five points down at
half-time. Every one of those girks
had the hunper for victory and to
motivate them at half-time wasn't
miuch work.®

@50 Monday's Sports Epauﬁl‘ilft J
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loanne O°'Callaghan of Cork celebrates after theér shock
at Croke Park. Pickwe: Brian Lewdet [Sportsiile)]
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- O’Driscoll factor key to stirring Rebel v

by Therese O'Callaghan

A% Elaine Burke bmu!;hr the O Duffy
Culp back to Leeside fast night. Fiona
O Driscoll, although now retired, was
reflecting on 3 sexson that surpassed
her wildest dreams.

The former player, who retired after
Cork’s defeac in 2003, was drafted
onto the management squad this year.

Mdding professional tonches to their
training  methods, the Fr O'Meills’
stalwart was influental in  plottng
Tipperary’s downfall ar headquarters.

wdging from their d'uﬂ:‘i earlier in
the year, it would have n A coura-
grous move to put your last few eurno
on Cork at the weekend.

Bur with O'Driscoll — a camogic
mator for the Camogre Association,
and a qualified tutor from the Maticnal
Coaching and Training - Centre an
Limerick — cm the whip, it was
a transformed outfit that waok
to the Croke Park picch.

It is great oo see players show their
frie galrnriill;" she sad of Corkk
second  half performance. “(ertain
irls were playing ifi new positons and
thiey excelled, 1ewas a feeling of satis-
faction and’ contentment for me on
Sunday night. The girls knew they had
let themselves down in the last two
'!."r.'iﬂlillld- we worked on geeting that
righe”

!Ej'm a carcer break from her job s a
PE teacher, she accepted the muning

after a call from manager John
?r:nin last January. While she had no
imumediate desire to get involved at
managerial level, she had wirnessed
first-hand the dsap ':mru;::mg]f last
Sepramber’s loss ar the team :
q?"l:"l"n:' 1r|::i"rrl.-r worked very hard. They
were at all times ve isciplned in
their attitude  pow training _and
their application was excellent. Their
approach was no different to the back-
poom staff and they must be comgpli=
mented for the brave calls they made.

“They picked new E:I:.IEH- amned

Jaced others in posidons they had not
E][n‘l before. They PT,;P?p]rg‘hr op-

artumity 10 Hpress. SO A LrCTINmER

‘Connor. She hﬂj d half-back,
madfield and now half- rd. Emer
Dillon moved from centre-forward o
caorner-forward and  these switches
worked very well. Same of the pont
SCOFIE Wi pht'n?ﬂll'lﬂ“i'j and only two
of our 17 peoines were from E':tl-s.

wige it was viral we won phis fimal.
Losing an All-Ircland is very hard, two
m._df affect vour confidence bt it
wapuld be very difficult to come back
Grom 4 third defeat, The hurling is

ing o well in Cork, it 15 imporang

camogic, pliyers to Bave SOMEGRE gy ayyy PRIDE: Elsine's parents Teresa and Billy, show their delight

o ﬂﬂ'.'il.".'. “—"-I

ictory

-




revel

Cork..oiovsssin I-17
Tipperary.....1-13

TIPPERARY'S hopes of
winming & second irehle of
All-Treland senior camogic
tithes m seven years came o
cropper al Croke Park on
Sunday afternoon last
when &' very determined
and hungry Cork owtfit
ook the crown fram the
defending champions in a
very free flowing and ill
laden decider

ez there was wonderful

entertainment for the

& one
of the finest finals was wit-
nessed, Bt was end 10 ¢nd

some wonderful passages

of play punciuating a clash
of two of the heavy
weights of the game of
camogie and two of the
closest rivals the pame has
to offer, And, while there
was huge disappointment
in the The Premaer County
camp when the final whis-
the sounded, the Tipperary

irls.and mentors were fhe

irst (o offer the hand of

congratulations to their
Cork counterparts who hid
broken their stranglehold
of the competition.

That Tipperary were
going for their sixth itle in
geven years had as much o
do with Cork's victory as
anything elgc. There i a
lot of mileage in the legs of
this Tipperary outiin and

the Cork girls displayed
pgreater hunger and appeisie
for the vi:r:ﬁ' whr.*nﬁu
needed m the sccond half,
Indeed Cork were not -
tered by their four poin
win - they could casily
have made it a lol maore
having dominated the see.
ond Rall - Tipperary only
managed one score from
play in the half.

Cing of the features of
this pame wag the tremen.
dous scores managed by
both sides. The forwards
are b be eredited for ibeir
accuracy and crealivily s
they found the posts with
soime beautiful efforts, And
despite the  Tipperary
bucks defending resolutely
right through, they were

Still able to smile after the heartbreak-
g defeat - Tipp's Clalre Grogmn,

unable to prevent the fas
running Cork forwards
from inflicting fatal dam-
ege. The Cork attack was
particularly potent while
their defence and midficld
fashioned a bountiful sup-
ply of ball right through.
Fipperary enjoyed the
first hall. From the
mansent Jill Horan pointed
in thie dih minute ihey
seemed o be well in the
hunt. Gemma O'Connor
and Stcphanie Dunlea
replied for Cork bt Tipp
enjoyed & golden period
when they struck five with-
oul reply 1o open a sizeable
gap - Claire Grogan (2},
Joanne  Eyan, Eimear
McDonnell and Philly
Fogarty obliging. Joanne
Ryan had a glorious
chance (o raftle the Cork
el when she meed onio o
erossfield ball from Eimsear
MeDonnell and attempted
to handpass 1o the net - her
effort went the wrong side

of e post much 1o her dis-

appaintment,

Cork had four points in
quick succession from
Rache]l Moloney, Elaine
Burke, Jennifer O Leary
and Eimear Dillen o eut
the gap but Tipperary’s
luck was in, in the 2Tth
minute when a Claire Gro-
gon eflort from distance
went all the way to the et
!:ns-t Cork keecper Aoile

furray with Jill Horan in
close atendance, 1t was the
score that was 1o be the
difference beiwean them
for same time - Una
O'Donoghiee and Jennifer
'l.'.'l'Lr:urT irading scores
with Jill Horan, Noelle
Fennedy and Eijmear
MeDonnell before the
inierval o leave Ti
1-10 fo -8 in fromt an the
brcak.

1t had been a real see-
g battle in the first half
with Tipperary and Cork
players matching each
adher siride for siride. The
anky difference really  was
the Claire Grogan goal
although the Tipp lead
stood ol five points, Cork
probably counted them-
selves unlucky 1o bo five
behind at the break b
they were sull well within
striking mage il they were
to launch a second half
attock on the Tipp girls

The atlnck came hnrd
and Fast. Tipperary's for-
sensd divvision was staryed
of possession in the hall
and i took some 22 min-
utes for tho first score io
came from & Claire Gro-
gan free. By that time Cork
had ‘banged over four

oints from  Rachel

oboney, Gemma O/Con-
nor (2) and  Jennifer
O'Leary and there was
warse 1o come for Tipp,
An Amanda ('Regan long
range free scemed o be
going wide in the 22nd
minute when ]’iFllg- full
back.  Una O'Dwyer
altempled o catch it only
10 sée the ball end up in the

‘Tipp et It was o big blow
i I'p,%m mnd i sent Cork

into the lead for the first
- Hmie since the fith minute.

. Deirdre Hu the Ti
akn, uked all her wily

And experience 1o bring
parity to the sides four

minules before the end of

normal time and when
Claire Grogan shot Tipp in
front agon in the 28ih
minate. the chanee of ihe
meble was still on, Howev-
er, Cork's hunger and
appetite camea to the fore m
the finol moments. Eimenr
Crillon shol P poinks in a
muinate 1o send Cork in
front and with ihe finishing
ling in sight they pushed
hard 1o claim the win.
Angela: Walsh, Breige
Corkery and  Jlennifer
CFLeary - secured the Cork
win with lovely scores -
fiitrng of the oecasion and
honour of bringing the
O’ Dufly Cup back Lee-
side

Congratulations to Cork
on a lime victory which
wis richly deserved, They
played with great heart and
determipstion and were
worlthy champiens, Their
second half display laid the
fousdation o the win and
ithiey will cerainly point to
their forwards whoe picked
of i lovely scores o5 being

their heroings, To the fore-—-

fromt were: Jennifer
¥ Leary and Emer Dillon
while Genyma O'Connor,
Rachel Molaney, hMary

A onnor, Rosarse Holland

and Amanda O'R also
played with confidence
and assyirance:

This Cork side showed
thar they were potl poing o
be cutdone by Tipperiry.
Even when things went
?_g:in-zl them during the

irst half, they maimained
their composure mnd fdh-
inned the win, Such traits

nre the charactaristics of

champions and they
showed them in abun=-
ikance,

CWHITHER NDW?

Whither Ti 7
This bumch ﬂmﬁﬂ have
p.hhﬂ:n sterling service 1o
the gnme of camogie and
will cominue to do 50
ngain, There feally was
anly a puck of the ball
between themy and Tipper-
ary ¢an fake some consola-
titn from the fect that they
plaved thedr part m-a real
showcase final: They cer-
tinly didn't begnsdge Cork
the title, bist there is algo o
defermination 1o retum b
the pinnscle in 2006 and
recluim the title.

O the day Tipperary had
good performances from
Singad Nealon, Claing Gnos
gon, Angie McDermari,
Philly Fogarty and Joanng
Ryan, “while ' Eimear
MeDopnell and Jill Horan
were dangerous when in
possession. LUina Dwyer
was solid right the way

tlongside Suzanne
Kelly and Julie Kirwin
while Theresn Brophy and
Cinrn Ciynor also hod their
mamichis = Gaynor's depar-
ture through injury in the
cloking momenis was also
erucial, Deirdre Hughes
chipped in with & very
important  score while
Noglle Kennody worked
hord as well, Kecper Jovits
Deelaney handled with core

Premier triple scuppered as ‘Rebels’

Eimear McDonnell heads goaleards for Tipperary af Croke Park,

and kept the backs on their
[imes.

While the Tippersry
backs ware 10.the wall i
the second half, the for-
wards were unable to get
anto possession and !ﬁs
ultimately led 1o their
downfall. The half forward
line and midiield were
Forced intp defensive mode
and plaved much of the
second half in deep temiso-
ry., The résialt was that the
dangerous, pacey, inside
anackens were starved and
unable o make headway,
although o few crucial
chances wenl abegging.

Cork — A Murray, R
Buckley, B Holland, A
O'Regan 10, B corkery 0-

|

: Pmired: Bridped Deelaney
1M OFConmor, A 5
V haris, B Moloney -2,
O'Danoghue (-1, G O'Con-
por 0-3, J O'Leary 0-4, B
Diflen 0-3, § Dunlea 01, E
gurlu'.' ‘0=, Subsi

‘Callaghan for V Harvis;
5 O'Dvnovon for E Burke:

A Walsh 0-1 for U
O'Tonophue.

=T 4
5 Kelly. U O'Drwyer, J

win, 5 Nealon. C Gaynor,

T Brophy, P Fogargel A
MeDermott, ] Ryan ‘:'ﬂ
Kennedy 0-1, C 1

Hinghes 01, J Horan -2,
Snbs: E Havden for M
E;I::d}". M Sharn far ©
r_ 1
Raforee — J mu%‘m

iare],



Tipp’s bubble bursts

T1"|C' hﬂﬁ; of yet another

camogic title that a half
time lead of five puiu“
Pﬂ-ﬂ'i. an SI.,LIH’;.:.-. Wiis not,
alms, realised. ITIEI-I.'..IdI o
I.-.i'l'HJ.E Cork. with 3 e
gged line up-for. tbe
second half. thundered
Ato H'I: game and in
I.'l‘u-ﬁiﬂg off h"“ Ellplﬂ_]r i
I.]-‘.Il:llﬂ“'!l inmer 'ul“-ﬂ:ﬂkm!
line, managed to finish
Wlth ki ] ﬂn‘“-f'iﬁh Iﬂd ““u_
deprive the favourites of
their &th title.
_ A tense, exciting final
it was too, and o use that
well wom cliché, a game
of two halves, with Tipp
Wmmlling maiiers [W
much of the first half and
then having to give way
[ L] ﬂ'ltl..l.' ﬂmmﬂu E-“'-ra-l:l'
hunger and fitness, both
elements rising 1o the top
in the closing minutes.
Biter disappointment
then for Tipp and their
faathiul followers in the
dl‘“"PPﬁiminﬂ afficial
attendance of just under
15000, A first half that
demonstrated so0 much of
the exguisite siyle and
and forged over the past
seven seasons, saw Tipp
worthy interval leaders
and looking as though
they would go on and

achieve their second
three-in-a-row  in  that
SEVEeN Yedrs.

Indeed, all ﬂ'ﬂ.lr had (o
do was continve % they
were, But  things  are
pever that simple and the
Cork backroom leam, in
ihe Iis_ht of how that first
hﬂlf had BHE, made the
switches that would stem
the flow aof ball o the
Tipp forwards. A new mid
field pairing was shown
to be the comlyst in this
regard and the dominance
that Philly Fogarty and
Angie McDermott had
exeried in that area was
soon 1o be ruthlessly
interrupted by the
determined and forthright
play of e
(¥ Conpnor  and Bl'l-l.'-g':
Corkery.

It took Tipp all of
Tweniy-ane e
hlﬁ!l[‘ﬂ A SOOTE WIS
1o their interval uu:':
Cork exerted immense
S
defence, Yet, in that 21
minuies Cork had tacked
on only four points. Jill
Horan had two  fine
wmhiﬂmmﬁ'ﬂ!r
Tipp points in the 14th
P i i
wide on each occasion
and one sensed that the
Cork flair was stronger
and more aggressive,

if Tipp had something
of a fortuitous goal in the
first half when Claire
Grogan collected a pass
from Noclle Kennedy and
her long shot deceived the
Cork keeper, the same
l'rl:H Ereg fﬂ[ Cork™s ng.
Claire Grogan had just
pointed Tipp's first score
of the hall from a free
when an A
O'Regan long range free
for Cork dropped into the
T-w SgUang, E-Imiﬂs ofif
Lina GID"'I".'I"‘T H
trickling over the line past
Jovita Delaney.

Cork were now ahead
(1-12 to 1-11) for the first
time since the 6ih minute
and much would now be
asked of Tipp's character,
Three minutes later the
gadles were level, Deirdre
Hughes in  her first
scoring opportunity of the
day. making sure with a
sweetly struck point, Was
this to be the score that
would . rejuvenata. Tipp?
Claire 'Gm.gm burst
through and was fouled,
her own accuracy from
frees against proving
fruitful. Tipp had now
regained the lead with
three minutes remaining
bt it was from here on
that Cork’s resilience
showed. Two Emer
Dillon points on the run
sent Cork abead again.
Substitute Angela Walsh
popped up 0 put two
between them and a8
added time moved into its
second minute, Bricge
Corkery and  Jenny
O'Leary (free) saw Cork
safely through with a
point apicce.

Elation for Cock and
tearibreak for Tipp as the
O'Duffy Cup prepared
for its joumey back to
Cork for the 21st time.
But in Tipp's
understandable
disappointment there was
ne ream whatever for any

feeling of having let
down their faithful
supporters. They  didn't.
In the first half some
exquisite points emerged
froam the sticks of Bireeas
McLionnedl, Claire
and Jill Horan while
Philly Fogarty never
worked harder or with
E“Hﬂ.‘ achievement.
Farther back Tipp had the
t‘dg'-‘- on the Cork amack
and Jovita Delancy was
seldom troubled between
the posts. Julie Kirwan,
Suzanne  Kelly  and
Theress Brophy were
promineént in sweepings
between Una O'Dwyer
and Smﬂﬂﬂit Dunbea
wag  hard fmg"ll S
even. Sincad Mealon and
Ciara Gaynor alse had
moments o remember in
that first half.

I‘:‘-“-I'IM er Wis w0
unlucky only ten minutes
into the game when
having soloed through
she elected 1o palm the
Ball s she ‘was
confronted by three Cork
defenders. It went just
outside the right hand

The second half was
Cork's. The pressune
Tipp half back line in
trouble and the kind of
Eimear MecDonnell and
Jill Horan imto molion
was not arriving. Cork
had their homework
done. The introduction of
Joanne O'Callaghan was
also a good move as was
the placing of Rachel
Moloney a1 ceptre
forward  where  the
luckless Ciara Gaynor
found  difficulty in
curbing her.
broke her championship
disck with a point five
minutes from time, Tipp
supporters  would  be
forgiven for thinking that
Cop well in her sights,
especially  as  Clairé
Grogan followed it with a
lead point. It wasn't to be
and Cork then recovered
and the longer the half
wenl  on, ﬂ“ mm
dominant they became. It
was a dominance born of
an insatiable hunger ak
well a5 a3 fresheess of
attitude and a yearning

not to bend the knee o
Tipp  for  the  3rd
BUCCESSIVE Yeur. ]
begradge it to them, there
being ready mmm
all  round that the
-E'hlll.lt[l#m wWere “}J
warthy of their victory,

At the same tine, ﬂ'"-'-
had to feel for Deirdre
ANl Ireland final, had
been denied the honour of
lifting the O Duffy Cup.
But as she herself said,
that's sport and so it is:

Scorers - Cork: 1.
O'Leary (2 frees) and E.
Dillon 0-4 each. A
O'Regan 10 free, G.
O'Connos 0-3, ﬁ-‘
Moloney, 5. [ranlea,
O'Donoghoe, A. Walsh,
B. Corkery, E. Burke (-1
Grogan: 15,3 a1
McDonnell 0-2 each, P
Fogarty, N. Kennedy, J.
R!I'lﬂq D. H“I:hﬁ. -1
cach.

» Tipp hadl 6 wides (2 in
the second half) 1o Cork’s
8 and were awarded 14
frees, five more than they
conceded, Tipp  also
forced the game's only
43,

Cork: Aoife H.u“.‘r'
Rena Buckley, Rosarie

u"REﬂﬂ, B:WEF
Corkery, Mary O"Coanar,

-Ialuﬂ[l[l Eﬁm. ﬁ"ﬂim
Hamis, Rachel Mm"
Usa . O'Donoghue,
Ceermima D'Cm1.w
O"Leary, Emer Dillon,

Stephanic Dunlea, Elsine:

Burke (captain). Subs;
Joagae; ¥ Callagion fos

fwul]ltﬂ.‘kwhm

Tipperary: Jovita
Delancy, Suzanne Kelly,
Una  O'Dwyer, Julic
Kirwan, Sincad Nealon,
Ciarn  Gaynor. Therese
Brophy. Philly Fogarty,
Angie  McDermott,
Joanne Ryan, Noelle
Rennedy, Claire. Grogan,
Eirear McDonanell,
Df-il‘dn:j-lusjti tﬂp‘@fﬂ].
Jill Horan Subs: Edily
Hayden for Kennedy.
Michelle
Gaynor.

Referee: John Pender,
Kildare,

Shortt r. for

Tipp mt‘fm‘wmd Jill Horan who predicts that Tipp will be back in Croke
Park to win more titles,

iﬁr'fhﬂll'.l'mlm.ﬁ.tllrﬂ”dal %




All-Ireland camogie triumph for Cork

By JOHN SEXTON

ﬂﬂﬂ Sppranmnrrrae R R 1'1?

SCENES of jubilation
engulfed Croke Park on
last Sunday evening as
thousands swarmed on
to the “sacred sod” of
Gaeldom to celebrate the
team which had brought
the 21st senior All-Ire-
land camogie champion-
ship back to Leeside.

s, Cork camogle has come
of mge and coming from a five
points deficit at half time their
victary is all the more merito-
rious gince thoy 1-8 to
Tipp's 0.3 in o puleating second
hailf.

The wis pl at mn
mmuuml:;_* and wﬁM|
matched cach ether stroke for
ﬂrﬂhbdunn,i‘llmﬂ:ﬂmmm-
utes when Cork led by twe
perints b ons. .

However, once Clare G n
equalised, Tipp tock over for
the nexl ten minutes nnd
alth Cork had clawed
bk the beod to o point as we
approached the interval, o bad
Shoap in the Cork hall back
line It Tipp through for o for-
tFi.ugm: goal nmu ﬁuhn.n_ge
ol podnts pEve L n five point
cushion st the back and ot that
stape many folt that within
half wn heour we woubd hear the
strains of “Sliabh na mBan™ all
ovirr Crolkee Park.

CHANGES

However, like the hurling
golectors, the Cork mentors
had studied their form and
made the AeCEEENTY MOVES
which turned the game aroqund.

Joanne C¥Colloghom came on
ns cormir back ag Rene Buck-
lew meoved out to the holf line
reloasing Briege Corkery to hor
fnvenrite pastiion ol centrefiald
i U mastor meove of all was
bringing  Gemma  {'Conmor
back Trom the fnr'-l,;r L cenire
field where she was to play o
slormer and give Cork almest
comipboto’'dominanes during the
gecond Balll The ‘manner in

Briege Cor

of Cork and Clo

hduv, halds off the

challenge of Phil nluy,}‘imﬂry.h o All-Treland senlor

camogie final at Croke

which the army captain fobd-
ed ball alter ball and fed the
farwards was a delight to see
ns everybody we spoke 1o after-
wards scckaimoed or ns worthy
of "player of the game,”

Aftor nime minutes, Jill
Horan apemsed with o point for
"ﬁpp but Genima ar
respanded immedintely and &
minute later Stephanio Dunlea
put Cork two points clear, How-
tmr,’["id:iptnu avier with Pﬁ‘lm-i-
from Clare G m, Joanne
Ryon and MNoelle Kennedy
before Cork captoin, Elaing
Burke gave Cork their third

int in the twelfth minuie,

| Fegnrty and Clare Goggin,

(P {Trendan Maraa, Speetafilen.

with paints, put Tipp furthes
ahend before Rachel Maloney

ntad.

After Grogan pointed for
Tipp, Jennifer O il
Emer Dillon narrowed the gap
bofore Grogan capitalisod on o

defensive errar to find the
net. An exchange of points
before the break lelt Tipp lead-
ing by 1-10 to 0-8,

REDUCED

A reshuffled defence nnd con-
trefield, where Gemma O'Con-.
nor towered nbove all others,
gaw the Cork attack showing
its trus metile, Emer Dillon,

Elaine Bur

Valley Rovers, captain of the Cork senior
ecamogie tenm, holds the General
her team's triumph over Tipperary in

Cup nloft after

e final at Croke

Park. (Pie-Brendan Moran, Spocfefilel,
Gommn OfConnor (2) and Jen-  five minuates were all Cork with
nifer O'Leary had the margin E:E.l.:in ick succossion from
rut to o single £ after twen- ¢ Dillon (2}, Angela Walsh
iy minuies fore G n  and Jennifer O'Lenry (25 Tn
opened Tipp's tally with a  fact, Jennifer O'Leary’s lost
pointed free, but minutes later  minute insurance paint from a
came the real tuming E-nlm. free wias a carbon copy of her

Toking o free from her cwn  last  minute inted ' froe
45, m:_rlm'hr.-kﬁqun_du. ORe-  against Tipp in the 2002 final.
gun {af last year's janior cham-
ﬁlﬂmd I_E:‘ﬁ;: plenty of m;;;.qd MMTIDN

curled like o fishi i : :
b i ‘,h“:#“ i Amid scenes of jubilation,

brought down by a Tipp back
but slided inte the met and
e

EAM CHP-
tain Dedrdre Hoghes restared
Tipp's bead with points, the last

the (Duffy Cus Wi rrmmr.-
ed by Mirtam O Cenllachain,

F'r-l:mdmluﬂheCamEu' Az30e
dation, (o an eestatic Cork cap-
tain, Elaine Burke, and the
Upton solicitor, having campli=

family and all

nks
* the Burke and Lymch dan who

would Femind one thot the
Uptom woods are mo longer

Imm\g John Pender of Kil-

dare, seemed o over use
whizile in ﬂnhlhilfhuh:]aﬂ

Hilleagh, (-1,

Ti'pp-ar-:ﬁ: Jovita Dwlaney,
Suzanne Kelly, Una O'Dwyer,
Julie Kirwan, Sinesd E o,
2T, it“‘““ :u'lﬂl:’l
0-1, Ange
McDermott, Foanmo Ryan, 0-1;
Moells Kennedy {l-l'i E:In'rrf

1: Jill Horan, 0-2. Bu

}:ﬂ“d‘g. in that team WT{'
ary O'Leary, a sister
Beazlrhﬂlurrufﬂu:khuﬂju
[-mund}lﬁmnlh"F'hu,whn
is now the wife of Judge Con
Murphy of Bandon,




Camngie Final - all the cnlur

The Gork squad who beat Tipperary in the Feras na Gaeilgs Ali-treiand Seniss Camogie Final at Croke Park at (be weokend
Pl by Erendan Moran / Spartshle

Cork: All-Ireland Senior Camoqle winners

Gemma (*Connor of Govk is teckled by Ciara Gaynor, Tipperary in the
Forss na Gesilge Al-irelasd Sealor Camogie Final al Croke Park
? Proks by Grendan Moran ¢ SPOATSFLE

Cork captaln Elsine Burke lifts the 0Dty Cup after winning the All-
Iretand Senier Camogie final #rot by Brian Lawsess / Spoitsle

Eamma (FCoanar is tackied by Ciara Gaymor of Thpperary in the Foras  An Taolseach Bertie Aharn TO, i met by Cork captaln Eladne Barke, in Cork fans cheer an thedr side
ma Baedlpe Afl-Ireland Szalor Camogle Final, Croke: Park e company of Misiam O'Galtaghan, President, Cemann Camagalochis Sendor Camegle Final a1
Fripks by Beendan Mo £ SPUHESFILE ma N8asi hafore tha final Fhedo by Reeredan Meoran / SPORTSEILE Pain by Priacan Matan / FRTSFLE
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