Motivation clear as UCC look to topple UCD

When UCC lost their open-
ing Electric Ireland Ash-
bourne Cup game to UCD
last month, nobody within
the group was talking about
winning the title.

UCC manager Michelle
Gould remembers it as a
sobering evening for the
2025 finalists and that “mo-
rale was low” immediately
after the four-point loss.

“Sometimes home advan-
tage is great but no, UCD
took the game to us that
evening and fair play to
them,"” said Gould. “They
came down to Cork and they
beat us.”

Overcoming SETU Water-
ford on a punishing evening
of high winds and heavy
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rain strengthened UCC’s re-
solve and ignited the fire
again. Then they beat an ex-
cellent University of Galway
side containing reigning

All-Star Carrie Dolan.

Abby Walsh put a huge
shift in for UCC that even-
ing, the Clare defender hold-
ing Galway celossus Dolan
scoreless from play.

And if confidence wasn’t
already soaring again, UCC
must have felt virtually in-
destructible when they
knocked out holders UL last
Tuesday evening in their
own backyard.

“UL were absolutely fa-
vourites, going for threeina
row this vear,” said Gould.
“But things went well for us
and we'd done our home-
work.”

That’s quite the bounce
back from their Round 1 de-
feat and UCC can prove just

how far they've come when
they face UCD all over again
in tomorrow's Electric Ire-
land Ashbourne Cup final.

“Beating Galway was a
huge boost to our players’
confidence,” said Gould, a
former UCC playver herself.
“And we just drove on. It
was kind of like, ‘Look,
there's nothing to lose now’
and we just went on from
there,

“But losing the first round
of the championship was
definitely tough and there
was a hit of regrouping to be
done after that.

“Morale was low and,
technically, people might
have expected us to win that
because we were at home.

“But we didn't and we had
o look at things, change a
few things avound, positions
and stuff, and thankfully it's
working for us at the mo-
ment.”

Cork dual star Aoife Healy
has been central to UCC's re-
surgence.

“8he's having a great sea-
son so far,” said Gould. *We
were unlucky to lose our
captain, Méabh Ring; she's
sick so she's out of action.
But Aoife has been unbeliev-
able: Abby Walsh, Sarah
0’ Brien, who is a senior
with Limerick, she's having
a great season as well. |
could name plenty more be-
cause people have really
stepped up.”

UCD have been boosted by
the availability of former
Kilkenny star Grace Walsh
this season.

They last won the title in
2008, UCC have endured an
even longer wait for success,
since 2003, and came up an
agonising two points short
in last year's final.

“It's a long time since we
won it. 23 years,” acknowl-
edged Gould. “It would be
sweet to do it, I won't lie. But
we're probably going in as
underdogs; they've beaten
us already, I think that will
be a big motivating factor for
us. As I've said to them,
we've gotten this far; any-
thing can happen on the day
of a final.”

O'Brien propels UCC to
Ashhourne Cup triu

intervarsity camogie

Kevin Egan

UCC's 23-year hoodoo in the
Ashbourne Cup has finally
come to anend after they ea-
sily brushed aside the chal-
lenge of UCD by 2-16 to (-7 in
vesterday’s Electric Ireland
showpiece final at DCU
Sportsgrounds.

Sarah O'Brien was the star
of the show, settling the pre-
match favourites by winning a
free for the opening point and
following up with a score from
play, then wrapping up a stel-
lar all-round showing with
two late goals to put real dis-
tance between the sides.

That immediate initial im-
pression forced UCD’s man-
agement to pull their talis-
man, Kilkenny’s Grace Walsh,
back into the full-back line to
try and curtail the Limerick
star. While the battle between

these two players was a real
clash of the Titans, Walsh’s in-
fluence further outfield was
sorely missed by the Dublin
students.

With their nerves eased by
that fast start, Niamh McNa-
bola kept the pressure on with
a point, O'Brien moved over to
the left corner to add another
score, and AFLW-bound Cork
dual star Aoife Healy drove
through the defence tosetup a
Sophie Pembroke point, mak-
ing it 0-5 to no score after 10
minutes. _

There were 23 minutes on
the clock by the time UCD fin-
ally got off the mark, Ciara
Curtin whipping over.

A score of real class from

WAIT OVER: The University College Cork camogie squad celebrate yesterday with the Ashboune Cupa

Sportsgrounds. UCC last took the honours 23 years ago.

UCC, set up by O'Brien and
slotted from a tight angle by
Abby Walsh, made it 0-9 to 0-1
at the interval

TCC added the first four
points of the second half as
well and — while UCD then
settled into the game with
points from Carey, Curtin,
and Emma Moran — there
was still time for a final flour-
ish from O'Brien.

Her first goal came after she
pounced on a break and drove
through a gap to finish low
underneath Robyn Conlon.
Her second rifled to the roof of
the net when she cut through

from the left corner and re-
covered well after her first at-
tempt was hooked, the last act
in a comprehensive win.
B UL won the Purcell Cup,
holding out in a tense, defens-
jve battle against Queen's Uni-
versity by 2-9 to 1-9. Caoimhe
O'Donovan (Offaly), Emma
Mulhall (Kilkenny), Aisling
Cooney and Aoife Anderson
(both Clare) weresirong in the
opening half, controlling the
middle of the field and ensur-
ing a steady flow of possession
for the Shannonside students.
Queen’s made a bright start
when Sinéad Quinn powered

down the left wing to set up
the opening score for Katie
Molloy, but Kaci Teomey’s re-
flexes meant she was first to
react to Clodagh Kelly's save
on a Sadhbh Buttle shot, and
UL never trailed from then on.

Queen’s did draw level but
UL pulled away again with
points from Fianait Dooley
and Emma Mulhall and by
half time they led by 1-6 to 0-6.

Mulhall was the player who
ensured that UL would take
the honours as she seized the
initiative to score the all-im-
portant second UL goal in the
48th minute.

o

fter their victory over UCD at the DCU

Picture: Tom O'Hanlon/Inpho

UL were comfortable for
most of the remainder of the
game but a low strike from
Jessica Traynor in the first
minute of stoppage time set up
a grandstand finish.

@ueen's couldn't get an-

other clean look at goal, how-
ever, and ultimately time ran
put on their bid to build on
their Fr Meaghair Cup win
two years ago.
B University of Galway easily
brushed aside Trinity College
in this year's Fr Meaghair de-
cider by 5-19 to 1-5.

Leah Murphy bagged a hat-
trick of goals for UG.
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Cork’s Cliona Harte shoots as Limerick’s Aoife Morrissey doses in during
their Minor Camogie Championship dash. Pictures: David Keane

Meillouingoal braceas
Collins saves minors

Cork 2-8 CAMOGIE
Limerick 0-11 = Mary Newman

A goal in either half from Lea  again, before Anna Rose Ben-
Meillouin and a penalty save  son ended a 26-minute Limer-
late on by Aoife Collins en- jck drought with a point.

sured Cork tn_ok thespoilsina Boosted by this score, they
tough, hard-fought Electric  pressed up on the Cork de-
Ireland Minor Camogie fence. Caitlin Ryan and Hazel

B . .'I---.. 3

Millie Condon of Cork clears from Beth Carton of Waterford.

Championship group game at
Castle Rd.

After Limerick had enjoyed
an early period of dominance,
Cork got the boost they
needed with Meillouin’s first
gpal on 22 minutes and they
finished the half in control.

The second half was a tight
affair. Cork keeper Collins de-
nied Limerick an equaliser
with a minute left to ensure
Cork held out to take their
first points in a tight group.

Limerick were quick out of
the blocks and had opened up
a four-point lead inside the
first 10 minutes. They worked
the ball in fast to an inside line
where the impressive Aoib-
hinn Q'Connor and Rachel
O'Grady put their early stamp
on the game.

Underfoot conditions were
soft but good, as the Castle Rd
pitch held up well, and it made
for a fast-flowing game.

Hazel Horgan, Aoibhinn
Q'Connor, Amber O'Sullivan
and Caitlin Nyhan had Limer-
ick points before Lexi Manley
converted a Cork free on 13
minutes.

With both sides playing a
sweeper, defences were on top.
0'Connor extended the Limer-
ick lead before Cork settled
into the game.

A Manley free narrowed the
gap and when Leah Hannigan
sent a pinpoint pass to Meil-
louin, she made no mistake,
finishing to the net.

Cork upped the pace and
took control from here. Three
Manley points without reply
had them three in front before
Mia Smith got one back for
Limerick on the stroke of half
time.

Manley converted a free to
put three between the sides

Horgan had the sides on level
terms again, but Cork replied
with an excellent Cliona Harte
point, As the battle to gain a
firm grip continued, the Cork
defence was mopping up a lot
of Limerick pressure.

With Limerick pushing up,
it left a lot of space around the
middle of the pitch. Cork
began to capitalise on this as
they drove long ball to their
inside line.

It was from a long delivery
that Meillouin won possession
on the end line and rounding
her marker, finished superbly
to the corner of the net to put
four points between the sides.

Aishling Foley narrowed
the gap with a point before
Cork conceded a penalty with
a minute remaining. Up
stepped goalkeeper Emma Do-
herty, but her effort was
stopped on the line by Collins.

Ag the clock ticked on, Foley
and Meillounin swapped points
but Cork hung on for victory.

Scorers for Cork: L Maillouin 241, L

Manley 0-6 (0-4 ), C Harte -1
Limerick: H Horgan, A O Connor, ©
Ryan (f), A O'Sullvan, 0-2 each, AR Ben-
son, A Foley, M Smith, 0-1 each.
CORK: & Collins {Sarsfields); S Dono-
hue (Blarney), A Ashman (Killeagh), T
O'Nelll (Fr O Meill's); M Lombard (Ballin-
hassig, ¢, G O'Donnell (Sliabh Aua), (o]
Ryan; {Mewtownshandrum); G Murphy
{Eire Og), C Hayes (St Catherine's), G
Harte (Barryroe), L Manley (Aghabul-
logue), O Troy (Newtownshandrum); L
Meillouin (Inniscarra), E Healy (Eire Og),
L Hannigan {Ballincollig).

Subs: S Dwyer (Douglas) for C Hayes

45), A Halpin (Shiabh Rua) for M Lam-

bard (55).

LIMERICK: E Doherty; T Hynes (c ), O
Barrett, E Herbert; S O'Riordan, A Mor-
rissey, C Long: A R Benson, C Ryan; |
O'Brien, A O'Sullivan, M Smith; R
O'Grady, H Horgan, A O'Connor.

Subs: A Buckley for E Harbert (36), A

Foley for B O'Grady (49).
Referge: Gavin Donegan (Dubdin).

Cork defeat

no surprise

Waterford 1-12
Cork 0-9

Cork got the defence of their Centra
National Camogie League Division LA
title off to a losing start at Azzurri Walsh
Park on Saturday.

With only four of the team that started
the All-Ireland final last August playing,

it was very much a new-look Cork side

and it was no great surprise to see an ex-
perienced Waterford outfit get the better
of them.

But credit to Cork, they battled to the
end, with the likes of Libby Coppinger,
Ashling Thompson, Millie Condon, and
Miamh McNabola the pick of them.

Cork now face Antrim next weekend, a
game that will be expected to be their first
win.

Beth Carton opened the scoring for the
home side, with Niamh McNabola reply-
ing for Cork.

Another from Carton put Waterford
back in front, as they led by 0-2 to 0-1 after
five minutes.

A free from Niamh Rockett increased
Waterford's lead as she pointed from long
distance, using the wind at their backs to
her full advantage.

Abby Flynn increased their lead and
with 11 minutes gone Bevan Bowdren
added another to see Waterford in front by
0-5 to 0-1.

In the absence of Cork’s regular free-
takers, Keeva McCarthy took over the
duties and she pointed to add her side’s
second score. i

Flynn combined with Carton for the
latter to increase Waterford’s lead as the
home side were making the most of their
chances, to lead by 0-6 to 0-2,

Carton struck another as she was caus-
ing the Cork defence all sorts of problems
and she was on target again, to make it 0-8
to 0-2 after 23 minutes.

McCarthy pulled a point back from &
free, after 27 minutes, which was the last

score of the half as Waterford led by 0-8 to
0-3 at the break.

MeNabola got the first score of the sec-
ond half as Cork were now playing with pointed with her first touch, with Orla
the strong wind,

Another free from MeCarthy had the
Waterford lead down to three, with 35 home side, to make it 1-11 to 0-8 with a
minutes played: 0-8 to (-5.

A minute later and Waterford found the
back of the net. Rockett picked up the ball, to put seven between the sides as the game
and it looked like the Cork defence had entered injury time.
done enough to stop her. But from her

knees she looped the ball over Amy Lee's
head to score a magnificent goal to make it
1-8 to 0-5.

Carton increased their lead as Cork
were finding it hard to get a foothold in the
game, which was no surprise with the
number of players missing,

Two subs, Avril Cashman and Isobel
Sheehan, combined for the latter to point,
with Emma Murphy adding another from
afree.

Ava MeAuliffe, just onasasub for Cork,

Hickey replving at the other end.
Lorraine Bray added another for the

minute to go.
Carton got her seventh of the afternoon

Murphy had a late chance for a goal for
Cork, but her effort was well saved by
Brianna O'Regan and the danger was
cleared.

Murphy got the last score of the tie as
the home side ran out winners by 1-12 to 0-
9.

Scorers for Waterford: B Carton 0-7, N Rockett 1-1 (01
], A Flynn, B Bowdren, O Hickey, L Bray 0-1 each.

Cork: K McCarthy 0-3 1, E Murphy (f). N McNabola 0-2
aach, | Sheahan, A McAuliffe 0-1 each.

WATERFORD: B O'Regan; V Falconar, G Garroll, A
McNulty; R Walsh, K Corbett Barry, G Sheriock; L Bray, A
Flynn; E O'Neill, B Carlen, B Bowdren; N Rockett, L For:
restar, A Kirwan,

Subs: M Gosti for A Kirwan (37), O Hickey lor L For
restor (40], 5 Lacey for N Rockett (48), A O'Sullivan forC
Sherlock (55).

CORK: A Lee (Ma Piarsaigh); M Murphy (Ballinora), 1
Coppinger (5t Colum's), A O'Nelll (St Finbarr's); £
Fitzgerald (Sarsfields), D O'Brien [Enniskeana), R Harly
(Ballyhea); M Condan (Ballinascarthy), A Thompsor
{Milfard): E Murphy (Glen Rovers), © Kingston (Nawces
town), K McCanthy (St Finbarr's); H Ryan {Biackrock), !
Mchabala (Cloughduy), C O'Callaghan (Blackrock).

Subs: A Cashman (Youghal) for C Kingston (ht), /
Shep Cleughduy) for € O'Callaghan (37), | Shee
fan {Eire Og) for K McCarthy {40, O Cahﬂersg{sl. Fin
barr's) for H Ryan (44}, © Cramin for (Eire Og) for
Fitzgarald (45, A McAulifle (Castlernartyr) for N Mchia

Niamh McNabola of Cork in action on Satur-  boa (55).

Picture: INPHO/James Lawlor  Referee: Liz Dempsay, Kikenny,



By Kevin Egan

ON A day when meaningful sen-
ior intercounty action resumed for
the first time since Galway pipped
Cork in last vear’s thrilling All-Tre-
land senior final, both counties lost
in the first round of the Centra
National Camogie League.

Those defeats resulted in Tipper-
ary taking top spot in Division 1A
on the back of their commanding
performance against Antrim in
Cushendun,

Cork are clearly trying to deepen
their squad this year after last
year's final disappointment, and
lined out just four of their team
from the 2025 decider at Azzurri
Walsh Park yesterday.

Waterford didn't need to be
asked twice to take advantage,
picking up a 1-12 to 0-9 win.

After the first two points of the
game were shared, Beth Carton

& A spectacular
goal after

38 minutes
transformed
thisgame ¥

hit her stride with the breeze
behind her, scoring five of her 0-7
total from play in the first 22
minutes to put Waterford six
points clear,

Early points for Niamh
McNabola and Keeva McCarthy
suggested Cork might rally, but a
spectacular goal after 38 minutes
completely turned the game.

On her knees between three
Cork defenders, Niamh Rockett
struck a looping shot from the left
corner that sailed over the head of
Amy Lee and into the Cork goal,
restoring the Déise’s six-point
advantage.

Ger Manley swapped out five of
his starting six forwards, with Ava
McAuliffe and Isobel Sheehan
both getting on the scoreboard,
but the Rebels still couldn’t get
going up front and a 14-minute
scoring left them with too
much to do. The O'Duffy Cup hold-

ers Galway had home advantage
against Kilkenny in Ballinasloe
and got out to a dream start when
Carrie Dolan - scorer of that
memorable winning point in Croke
Park last August — found the net
inside a minute of action at
Duggan Park,

Kilkenny responded well, with
the next two points from Aoife
Prendergast and Laura Greene,
and the Cats were back on level

as Waterf
see off Re
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terms by the midway point in the
first half when Sarah Barcoe split
the uprights with a neat swing of
the wrists in traffic.

The Cats produced their best
hurling in the ten minutes before
half-time but, going into injury
time, it looked like Galway had
held out well, conceding just two

TOUGH TUSSLE: Ava McAuliffe of
Cork in action against Eimear O'Neill

HITTING HER
STRIDE: Beth
Carton of Waterford
(left) in possession

R
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frees to Prendergast.

Then Asha McHardy found the
net to make it a four-point game
and give Kilkenny something to
defend as they turned around to
play into the diagonal breeze.

It was a strong Galway team
with nine starters from last year's
All-Ireland final, though just three
of those were in the back seven.

Still, Réisin Black and Ciara
Hickey were strong along the
spine of the defence, while
Kilkenny's starting full-forward

line didn’t score from play.

After falling 1-8 to 1-3
_ behind with 34 minutes

& gone, Galway came like

a train with five points in

arow, including two from play

from the impressive Niamh

Niland, but their good work was

undone by Caoimhe Keher

Murtagh’s goal early in the final
quarter.

Prendergast scored a free and a
45 to bring her tally to 0-7 and that
was just about enough to enable
Kilkenny to hold off a late push
from. Galway to win by 2-11 to
1-13.

In Cushendun, Tipperary surged
to the top of the league with a 2-19
to 0-9 win over Antrim, but Saf-
fron manager Elaine Dowds will
take some encouragement from
an encouraging performance

from her newly-promoted
, charges.

Tipp hit 1-3 in four
minutes before half-
time, their goal from

Vs
- _. Caoimhe Stakelum, and

& that effectively sealed the
1 Premier County’s win.
&l Nicole McAtamney hit
4 one of her five frees after
half-time and Maeve Kelly
followed up with a point to
make it 1-10 to 0-6, but Tipp
had too many weapons, with
Stakelum (1-4), Réisin Howard

(0-2), Clodagh Mclntyre (0-3),

Eimear McGrath (0-3), Kate
Ralph (0-2) and Caoimhe
McCarthy (0-2) scoring well.

Niamh Treacy made her
four-minute cameo appearance
count, hitting the game's second
goal in stoppage time,

In Division 1B, Clare took a point
from their trip to Abbotstown in
Dublin, Limerick edged out Down
and Wexford were impressive in
seeing off Offaly in Enniscorthy.

Experimental Cork target

New-look Rebels suffered DIVISION 1A CAMOGIE
' P w F
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defeat on opening day of e roin Dl i
7iCT 1 Waterford 1 1 0 0
Division 1A action ierny sl B0
Cork 1 0 1 0 9 155 g

CORK 0-0 hope to get their firstpointson  Antrim 1 s iR R Eg e 5

the board this weekend. Mean-
WATERFORD 1-12 while, All-Ireland champions T _ A

Galway lost their opener to Laura Tracey renre:h mhe All-Ireland semlt-]{li;:a;i:cnh \:raz

T RLEY Kilkenny (2-11 to 1-13) so all to  off-season, while Hann on- experience on _

PR play forj';;ll:ruund two. ey and Aoife Healy are hea:hgg evident. The home side four-
GER Manley's Cork will be But perhaps what Cork want  to the AFLW. The Mackey sis- scored Cork 1-11 to g;t rg:-g
hoping to spark their Centra from this league campaign is ters, Katrina and Pamela.lhave play nvgralla:f were 0-8 to
National Camogie League Divi-  different to last season when opted out for now, Amy 0 {;:on- up at the break. o
sion 1A campaign into life with  the Rebels were crowned Di- nor is injured, while Saoirse 'Beth C_arton it her stride
a win when they face Antrimin  vision 1 champs. The aim this McCarthy was also absent. with 0-5 in the opening stages

MTU this Saturday (2pm).

Both sides head into this tie
off the back of opening day de-
feats, as an experimental Cork
team lost away to Waterford in
Walsh Park.

Antrim fell to a heavy 2-19
to 0-9 loss to Tipperary, so the
Division 1B champions will also

year is to build a strong panel
to compete for starting spots
for the championship.

Only four Cork starters from
the All-Ireland final loss to Gal-
way started in last weekend’s
league opener — Amy Lee, Lib-
by Coppinger, Ashling Thomp-

son and Emma Murphy.

On a positive note for Car-
bery camogie, Daire O'Brien
(Enniskeane), Millie Condon
(Ballinascarthy) and Claire
Kingston (Newcestown) all
started against Waterford.

Waterford, in comparison,
played 11 of their starting side
that faced Cork in last year's

while Bevan Bowdren, Niamh
Rockett and Abby Flynn added
to Waterford's tally.

Cork only hit 0-1 from play
in the opening half courtesy of
Miamh McMNabola and strug-
gled against a strong wind as
Keeva McCarthy kept them go-
ing from frees.



A sideli

Manley: They wanted it
more than our players

It was a result that not too
many would have predicted as
Cork lost out to Antrim in the
Centre Camogie League at
MTU. :

Antrim would have

travelled more in hope than
expectation after their loss to
Ti last weekend. With
Cork looking to get back to
winning ways after their loss
to Waterford last weekend few
would have given Antrim a
chance.

But full credit to the Ulster
side, they tore in to Cork from
the start and in the end were
deserving winners.

Cork manager Ger Manley
was quick to praise them and
said they were worthy
winners on the day.

“They were very committed
and, look, I think they wanted
it more than our players and [
think that was the difference,”
zaid Manley.

“We always knew it was
going to be a bit of a battle and
give them their credit, they
were the better team for the
majority of the game.

“We had a few chances, but,
in all fairness, [ think they de-
served to win."” i

Manley said they wanted it
more, but also said there were
no harsh words afterwards
about the level they were at.

“You don't have to tell them
about that game, they know.
They can be self-critical most
of the time; probably too much
at times, because their stan-
dards are high.

“We know that's not good
enough and we know where

we're at, as well. We'vea lot of

new players in and we always

Dowds hopes to carry energy from Cork

Niamh McNabola u'f brea away fmﬂmy‘

Picture: Noel Sweeney
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® Rory Noonan

said the league would be tough
this year, because we've s0
many players missing.

“It's not an excuse for today,
as it wasn’t good enough.We
had a few chances. They took
theirs and that was the differ-
ence.”

Cork have a break now fora
few weeks, before they are
away to Kilkenny in a fort-
night. It gives Manley and his
management team a chance to
work on a few things ahead of
what is now a crucial game for
his side.

“I suppose, it's an opportun-
ity for the players, but I mean,
where'd you go from that? It's
going to be a lot of hard work
in the next month or two to get
us right for the championship.

“Like, I think the league
isn’t there for us now. We
probably knew that after the
first game that we lost. So, 1
suppose, we're trying to give
players games, but the real-
isation is that it's a different
level at inter-county, no
matter what team you're play-
ing, to club level.

“I think some of the girls
will know that after today, and
after Waterford won the last

Cork 1-11
Antrim 2-10

A shock result as Cork were beaten
by Antrim in their second-round
game of the Centra Camogie League
Division 1A at MTU on Saturday.

It was a game Cork would have been ex-
pected to win, but full credit fo Antrim,
they were deserving winners on the day.

Two second-half goals were the key
scores as the visitors bounced back from
their heavy loss to Tipperary last week to
take the points.

It now leaves Cork pointless after two
games and virtually rules them out from
retaining their title. In fact, they will have
to start worrying about relegation, with
tough away games to come.

With only three of the side that lost the
All-Ireland final starting, it was never
goingtobea straight-forward task. Still, it
was a game Cork were expected to win,

day.

“But look, there is a couple
of positives. Some of the newer
girls did well there. Orlaith
Cremin, 1 thought, did quite
well there and young McAu-

liffe (Ava) did well and was a | .4 o 'doubt they will have fo do a lot of
bit unlucky there for a goal to- : Cult ey ! Jot«

is the end, so there's a few mmﬁgegrcpng before their next outing in
positives.” two ks'.

Antrim made all the early running, but
that was no great surprise with the strong
& | wind at their backs. They had the first few

% | chances to score, with Nicole McAtamuney
missing two early frees.

Antrim took the lead after five minutes
when Janey McIntosh scored, with Haley
Ryan replying from a 45 for Cork. With
nine minutes gone, Cork had their first

oal chance, with Ryan playing Orlaith
remin in, but her effort was well saved
by Caitriona Graham.

With 12 minutes gone, Cork had an-
other chance to take the lead, but again
the wind played its part as Millie Con-
don’s effort went just wide. McAtamney
pointed for the visitors, and she added an-
other from a free, to see Antrim lead by 0-4
to0-1.

MelIntosh increased their lead, and
Eobha McAllister was also on target as
Antrim were making the most of the wind
to lead by 0-6 to 0-1 after 19 minutes.

Emma Murphy pulled a point back for
Cork, with Cliona O'Callaghan having an-
other shot on goal for the Rebels saved by
Graham.

Murphy got her second from a free as

aojde of Antrim.
Picture: Noel Sweeney

Players tussle for possession during Corl's clash with Antrim in the Centra National Camogie League at MTU.

Cork were now getting used to the wind.
Cremin added another as they cut An-
trim's lead by two. McAtamney was on
target from another free, with Isobel Shee-
han replying for Cork. .

McAtamney got the last score of the
half as Antrim led by 0-8 to 0-5, but Cork
were now turning to play with the very
strong wind in their favour.

Early scores from Murphy and Sheehan
reduced the deficit to one before the form-
er was on target again, to make it 0-8 each
after 35 minutes.

Cremin put Cork in front for the first
time, but their lead didn’t last long. Lucia
MeNaughton plaved in McAtamney (o
find the back of the net to put the visitors
back in front. .

Cork responded, with half-time substi-
tute Orlaith Cahalane finding the back of
the net, to make it 1-9 to 1-8 after 46 min-
utes in their favour.

Credit to Antrim, they never gave up

Action from Cork against Antrim.

Picture: Noel Sweeney

Cork stunned
on home turf

and with 51 minutes gone they hit their
second goal, with Aimee Ferris on target.

MeAtamney added a point froma free to
inerease their lead, and when MeAllister
pointed they were 2-10 to 1-9 in front.

Cahalane put the goal between the
sides, with Millie Condon also scoring to
make it 2-10 to 1-11. But Cork ran out of
time as Antrim hung on for a deserved
win on the day for a result that will shock
many.

Cork have a lot of work to do ahead of
their clash with Kilkenny in two weeks',
Scarera for Gork: O Cohalane 1-1, E Murphy 0-4 (0-1
45, 0-11), O Cremin, | Sheehan 0-2, H Ryan {45), M Con-
don 0-1 each.

Antrim: N McAlamnay 1-5 (0-31). E McAllister 0-3 (0-1 1),
J Melntosh 0-2, A Ferris 1-0.

CORK: E Hurley (St Finbarrs); M Murphy {Ballinora), L
Goppinger (St Colum’s), Alsling Egan (S1 Finbarr's); A
O'Naill (St Finbarr's), A Thompson (Milfard], R Harly
{Baliyhea); M Condon (Ballinascarthy), A Fitzgerald
{Sarstields); E Murghy (Glen Rovers), | Sheehan (Eire
Og), O Cremin (Eire Og): H Ryan (Blackrock), N McNa:
bola (Cloughdwy), € O'Callaghan (Biackrock).

Subs: O Cahalane (St Finbarr's) for G O'Callaghan (hi),
A McAulitfe (Castlemartyr) for | Sheehan, G Kingston
{Neweastewn) for A O'Neill (both 46), K McCarthy (St
Finbarr's) for N McMabola (50), A Cashman (Youghal)
for H Ryan (S6).

ANTRIM: C Graham; C Patterson, S Heggarty, D Dob-
bin; © Mckillop, K Molloy, N Cosgrave; A Boyle, E McAl-
lister; M Kelly, L McMaughton, N McAtamney; A Faris, C
Griffin, J Mclntosh,

Sub: G Conlan for N Cosgrova (ht).

Aeleree: Brian Keamay, Kildare.

Pirtira: Basl Ceem--

—

stunnel

Centra Camogie League

Kevin Egan

Elaine Dowids conceded that

Tong-term developmental

plans went out the window in
the closing quarter, as the
reality of an away Centra Ca-
mogie League Division 14 vic-
tory over Cork emerged as a
realistic possibility.

And who could argue? No
one, as the Saffrons downed
the Rebels at MTU Cork for
the first time in almost half a
century, meaning that the de-
fending champions are still

without a win after two
games. And anyway, beating
Cork will tend to accelerate
growth, even if the bench
hasn’t been emptied in the
Process.
Meanwhile, Galway, who
beat Cork in the All-Treland
final, will be pursuing their
first win, albeit having had
this weekend off — while a re-
surgent Kilkenny tops the
table after beating Tipp to re-
tain a 100% record from the
first two rounds.

“I've played camogie all my
life. This is the first time in
many, many years that An-

trim have beaten Cork”
beamed Antrim manager
Dowds in the aftermath of her
side’s 2-10 to 1-11 win.

Cork lined out with just
three starters from the team
that contested last year's
championship decider in
‘Croke Park, but they still
looked like the more likely
winners when they came back
from five points down to lead
by one with the wind at their
backs early in the final
quarter.

Aimee Ferris® goal on 51
minutes retook the advantage
for the visitors however, and

they were able to hold out,
with goalkeeper Caitriona
Graham making a fine late
save to go with two previous
excellent stops to prevent
goals in the opening half.

“1 do understand this is a
very depleted Cork team, but 1
am still very, very proud of
what we have done today,"
Dowids sald.

“We've come down here and
givenabsolutely everything. It
is about workrate, belief,
never giving up, no lost
causes, and 1 think you saw
that today. Normally 1 would
think the league is for getting

your subs off the bench, but
who could I take off there?"
The other game in the top
tier saw Kilkenny use the
breeze well to build up an 0-11
to 0-2 half-time lead against
Tipperary at Freshford, with
Asha MeHardy picking up the
Plaver of the Match accolade
for her outstanding display in
the half-forward line, striking
six points from play to power
her side to an 0-15 to 0-10 win.
“This year there's just such
a new energy within the
group, it's so positive and so
enjoyable,” she said after-
wards, “We really wanted to

come and back up last weel
win here today, and we're (
lighted to have done that.

“There was a strong wind
the first half, we did well
have a lead of nine at h:
time, but we knew Tipp we
going to come back at us,
probably had a bit of a rou
pateh, but we stuck with the
and dogged it out.”

In Division 1B, Clare r
orded an 0-16 to 0-9 win o
Wexford, Sarah O'Brien's s
ond-half goal edged Limer
past Offaly by 1-15 to 2:9, 2
Down beat Dublin by the sa
margin, 1-10 to 0-10,



MAIN: Cork
camogie
manager Ger
Manley.

RIGHT: Millie
Condon

has started
Corks
opening
twonational
league
games,
playingin
midfield.

ers, it's no surprise there is a
youthful look to the Cork camo-
gie team competing in Division
1 of the National League. After
an opening-round loss to Wa-
terford, an inexperienced Cork
suffered a surprise loss at home
to Antrim last weekend, with
Manley giving several players
their chance to impress, includ-
ing a number from Carbery.
While St Colum’s three-time
Camogie All-Star Libby Cop-

pinger is a well-established
defensive lynchpin, Manley
is also handing game-time
to Ballinascarthy's Millie
Condon, who was involved
with the senior squad last
season, as well as Claire
Kingston (Newcestown)
and Daire O'Brien (Enni-
skeane).

‘Claire had a great Ash-
bourne Cup with UCC and
was impressive last year

CHANCE TO SHINE?

Cork’s evolving panel has opened the door for anumber of West Cork players to
- make thelr mark at senior level. Ballinascarthy’s Millie Condon, a former West Cork
Sports Star Paudie Palmer Youth Award winner, continues her developmentafter
gaining expostire tathe set-uplast season Newcestown's Clalre Kingston
(pictured) saw her strong Ashbourne Cup form with UCCrewarded with

2 Cork senlor debutin the league clash with Waterford, and a second

appearance agalnst Antrim; Clalre was called up to the senlor
squadlast summer after catching the eye with the Cork U23s.
Enniskeane’s Dalre O'Brienls ancther highly regarded prospect,
having impressed at underagelevel, including captalning the
Cork U23slast seasonin thelr run to the All-Ireland final.

when we brought her into the
senior panel,’ Manley explains.

‘Daire O'Brien has been
around with the U23s, played
with UL too, and has a lot of
potential. Millie Condon is an-
other with a high ceiling. They
have that bit of cutting edge
you want to see, and now it’s
about getting accustomed to
playing at this level. That won't
happen overnight.

‘Tt takes time to get comfort-
able in these surroundings, to
make the jump from club to
inter-county.

‘We have maybe 12 of last
year's U23s in with us, but this

is a step up physically and men-
tally. It could take some girls a
year to get used to training and
matches at this level,

‘We want to see what hap-
pens over the next three or four
months, he adds, with the na-
tional league offering players a
chance to audition ahead of the
championship.

‘There's been such a strong
squad there for seven or eight
years, but now there are op-
portunities with a few gone to
Australia, a few stepping away,
and a few injuries, Manley says.

‘We want to win every match
we play, whether it's league

or championship - this is
_a competitive squad. But
we also know we need to
unearth players for the
championship. Given the
strength of the group over
the last few years, it was
hard to break into it, but
thereis an opportunity now.’

Perhaps this is the mo-
ment for Carbery players
to push their way into Man-
ley's plans. The Cork boss
is well aware of the talent in
the division, name-checking
Clonakilty’s Amy McCarthy,
who won the Ashbourne Cup

: h with UCC in recent weeks

and has represented Cork at
| underage level up to U23.

‘We keep an open mind;
if players are putting their
" hands up, we will have a look,
he says.

One Carbery plaver Man-
ley knows all about is Libby

‘Giventhe strength of
the group over the last
few years, itwashard to
break intoit, but thereis

an opportunity now’

Coppinger, and he is a huge
admirer, The St Colum’s woman
will now concentrate fully on
camogie at inter-county level
after stepping back from the
Cork footballers, a welcome
boost given the youthful profile
of the squad.

‘If Libby wanted to keep
playing football, we would have
supported her, but it is a boost
to have her with us all the time
now, Manley says.

‘She gives everything. I've
worked with her for the past
five years and she has always
impressed me. If Libby Cop-
pinger came to me On one
leg, vou'd play her. She is bril-
liant with the younger players
around her too.

‘She picked up a bad injury
in 2024 and missed the All-Ire-
land because of it, but came
back strong last year and is fly-
ing this season already. She is
top class.

So, alongside established
names like Coppinger, there is
now a real chance for the next
generation of Carbery camogie
players to show what they can
do at the highest level.

‘enuckle down'’ as Rebels have work to do

brilliantly denied Cork’s Orlaith
Cremin a goal.

Eobha McAllister restored
the visitors' advantage prior to
Nicole McAtamney making it
0-3 to 0-1 as Antrim stuck dog-
gedly to their task. Next, McAt-
amney added a long-range free
to extend their advantage.

Cork struggled to get going
and fell further behind when
Janey MeclIntosh burst through.
It was 0-6 to 0-1 once Eobha
MeAllister fired over.

The Rebels hit back via
Emma Murphy to leave four
between the teams heading to-
wards half time. Cliona O'Cal-
laghan wasted a terrific goal
opportunity but Cork reduced
the deficit once Murphy land-

a free. Ger Manley’s team

B R L e G gty FORE

Orlaith Cremin fired over.

The sides swapped points,
Nicole McAtamney and Iso-
bel Sheehan, before another
McAtamney free cemented the
Northerners 0-8 to 0-5 interval
lead.

Orlaith Cahalane was sprung
from the bench and set up a
move from which Cork was
awarded a 45 —- Emma Murphy
converted and there was only a
point in it when Isobel Sheehan
scored.

Murphy floated over a beau-
ty from the wing to complete
Cork’s comeback and make it
0-8 apiece after 35 minutes.

Orlaith Cremin edged the
Rebels ahead but just when it
seemed the hosts were assum-

ing control, Antrim responded

Nieole MeAtamney was aft'ord.-

ed too much space to wallop
into the bottom corner and
make it 1-8 to 0-9.

Orlaith Cahalane replied
with a Cork goal within 60
seconds. But a mistake by
Cork goalkeeper Eime-
ar Hurley was seized |
upon by Aimee Ferris
who forced the sliotar
over the line.

It was 2-8

to 1-9 with
ten minutes
remaining
but Antrim
remained
calm as Nicole
McAtamney
(45) and Eo-
bha MeAllis-
ter extended
their lead.

Late Orlaith Cahalane and
Millie Condon points weren't
enough to prevent another
Cork defeat.
*There's no point talking an-
ymore, we just have to get
out and do it, Libby Cop-
pinger concluded.

‘It's February but it's
not what you want to be
doing in February either.
So, a tough, tough day to-
day but hats off to Antrim
and we go again.

Next up is an away

trip to table-toppers Kilkenny
on March 7th.

Scorers

Cork: EmmaMurphy 0-4 (145,

1f); Orlaith Cahalane 1-1; Orlaith
Cremnin, Isobel Sheehan 0-2 each;
Hayley Ryan (45),Millie Condon
0-1each.

Antrim: Nicole McAtamney 1-5 (3f);
Eobha McAllister 0-32 (1f); Almee
Ferris1-0; Janey Mcintosh 0-2,

Cork: Eimear Hurley (StFinbarr’s);
Meabh Murphy (Ballinora), Libby
Coppinger (St Colums), Alsling
Egan (St Finbarr's); Aoife O'Nell
{5t Finbarr's), Ashling Thempson
(Midford), Rachel Harty (Ballyhea);
Millie Condon (Ballinascarthy),
Ava Fitzgerald (Sarsfields); Emma
turphy (Glen Rovers), Isobel
Sheehan (Elre Og), Orlaith Cremin

{Eire Og): Hayley Ryan {Blackrock),
MiamhMcNabola (Cloughduy),
Cliona O'Callaghan (Blackrock),
Subs: Orlaith Cahalane (St
Finbarr's) for C 0'Callaghan (ht),
AvaMcauliffe (Castlemartyr) for

I Sheehan (47), Claire Kingston
(Newcestown) for A O'Nelll (47,
KeevaMeCarthy (St Finbarr's) for
N McMabola (50), Avril Cashman
(Youghal) for HRyan (57).
Antrim: Catriona Graham (captain);
Colleen Patterson, Shannagh
Hegarty, Dearbhal Dobbin; Clare
McKillop, Katie Malloy, Niamh
Cosgrove; Amy Boyle,Eobha
Meallister; Maeve Kelly, Lucla
MeNaughton, Nicole McAtamney:
Almee Ferris, Cliona Griffin, Jane
Mcintosh,

Sub: Caoimhe Conlon far M
Cosgrove (ht),

Referee: Brian Kearney (Kildare),



against Kilkenny.

Emma Murphy will be one of the players Cork will look to tomorrow

Picture: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile

Cork face the Cats as

they bid to

pick up

first points of season

It doesn’t get any easier for
Cork as they head to Kilkenny
to take on the Cats in round
three of the Centra Camogie
League Division 1A,

Kilkenny come into the
game in confident form, after
two big wins in the league, so
they are joint top of the table
with Waterford, the only two
undefeated sides.

They will be looking to build
on those wins again tomor-
row, at St Lachtain’s GAA
Club, throw-in 2pm. They take
on a Cork side who have vet to
pick up any points,

The Cats got the better of
Galway and Tipperary in their
opening games, two sides that
are never easy to beat, and
they will be confident of ad-
ding another scalp as they
take on a Cork side that have
yet to get going.

Asha McHardy picked up
the Player of the Match accol-
ade for her display in the half-
forward line, scoring six
points from play to power her
side to a 0-15 to 0-10 victory.

“This year, there’s just such
a new energy within the
group, it's so positive and so
enjovable,” she said after-
wards,

"We really wanted to come
and back up last week's win
here today, and we're delight-
ed to have done that.”

“There was a strong wind in
the first half. We did well to
have a lead of nine at half
time, but we knew Tipp were
going to come back at us. We
probably had a bit of a rough
patch, but we stuck with them
and dogged it out.

“We'll put the heads down
now and get ready for Cork.
We're in a good place and
we're leoking forward to it."

As good a place as Kilkenny
are in, the opposite could be
said of Cork, but there are
mitigating factors,

For their opening two
games, they had four first day
out and then three, the second
day of the side that lost the
All-Ireland final on the pitch.

That is down to a combi-
nation of retirements and in-

Juries, but there is some good
news on the injury front.
Players like Meabh Cahal-
ane, Laura Hayes, and Saoirse
McCarthy are back in training

CAMOGIE
= Rory Noeonan

and manager Ger Manley
hopes to have them available
shortly for selection.

They are unlikely to start
tomorrow. Manley said that
it’s too early in their recovery
for them to do so,

He also has Izzy O'Regan
back in training, along with
Ciara O'Sullivan, with the
former the more likely to fea-
fure tomorrow,

O'Sullivan is still well away
from featuring and has yet to
take part in any contact train-
ing, but Manley hopes she will
be fit for the championship.

He also confirmed that
Clodagh Finn and Amy
O'Connor are on the way
back, but said that they, too,
are out for the league.

“I expect the team that
starts won't be too far from the
one that started against An-
trim,” said Manley.

“We still have a lot of
players only on the way back
and we can't afford to risk
some of them, for fear of a
reaction to their injuries.

"But we will be heading up
to Kilkenny determined to put
in a guality performance
against a side that are in very
gzood form.

“The players know the chal-
lenge that lies ahead and they
will have to be up for it or else
we will be facing down an-
other defeat.”

Cork will need to bounce
back from their losses to
Waterford and Antrim and
need to get points on the
board, or else the defending
champions could be staring
down the relegation road.

The Rebels will need big
games from the likes of Libby
Coppinger, Emma Murphy, -
Niamh McNabola, and Ash-
ling Thompson to have any
chance of getting their first
win of the season.

It wen't be easy and they
will be going in as underdogs,
but this side have bounced
back before and there is a de-
termination in the squad to

start turning things around
and to be one of their arch
enemies would be a huge con-
fidence boost for them.

Corlc’s Sorcha McCartan gathers the sli

season.

Kilkenny 0-9
Cork 1-15

Cork picked up their first win
in the Centra National Camo-
gie League Division 1A as they
got the better of Kilkenny at St
Lachtain's GAA Club on Sat-
urday.

It was much-needed points
for the Rebels as they bounced
back from losses to Waterford
and Antrim. A far stronger
Rebel side took to the pitch
against the Cats with welcome
returns as Meabh Cahalane
and Laura Hayes were back in
defence.

QOrlaith Cahalane started
her first game and Sorcha
McCartan was also back, hav-
ing returned to the squad dur-
ing the week.

To bring four All-Stars back
helped to strengthen the Cork
side considerably, but new
players like Orlaith Cremin,
and, in particular, Ava
Fitzgerald, were also in top
form.

However, late on Cork lost
Ashling Thompson to an
elbow injury and she will be a
massive loss to the side and is
unlikely to play again before
the start of the All-Ireland
championship.

Owerall, this was an impres-
siveteam display by Cork with
all contributing to the win as
they bounced back from their
shock loss to Antrim in their
last outing. They started the
better of the two and were in
front in the first minute when
Havley Ryan, another to im-
press, got their opening point.

Seven minutes later and
they doubled the lead, when
Emma Murphy converted a
free. With 14 minutes gone,
MeCartan announced her re-
turn with a trademark long-
distance point to put Cork
further ahead, 0-3 to no score.

Aopife Prendergast got Kil-
kenny off the mark after 15
minutes when she pointed
from a free, before they were
awarded a penalty for a tackle
on Caoimhe Keher. Prender-
gast stepped up but her shot

iwentover the bar for their sec-
ond point,
| MeCartan replied from a
free, with Murphy and Ryan
adding scores, to see Cork lead
by 0-6 to 0-2 after 20 minutes.
{Prendergast pulled a point
back for Kilkenny, with

Returning AlFStars help
secure first camogie
league win of season

gy & i
othar from Clare's Lynda Daly last
Picture: Eddie 0'Hare
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MeCartan getting her third,
from another free to stretch
Cork's lead.

But just before half time
Prendergast was on target
again, from another free, to
see the Rebels lead by 0-7 to 0-4
at the break.

MeCartan increased Cork's
lead at the start of the second
half, before Kilkenny enjoved
their best spell of the game,
Prendergast hit two frees to
put only two between the
sides, before Asha McHardy
made it a one-point game after
36 minutes.

Four minutes later and the
sides were level when Sarah
Barcoe was on target for the
home side, to make it 0-8 each.

But credit to Cork, they
upped their game again, with
Thompson putting them back
in front. McCartan pointed to
make it 0-10 to 0-8 before the
crucial goal came.

With 51 minutes gone,
Hayes played a long ball in
and Orlaith Cahalane was
quickest to react to the break-
ing ball as she pulled first time.
for the only goal of the tie.

This put Cork well in front
and when she added a point
the result was beyond doubt.

Prendergast pointed an-
other free for Kilkenny but
Cork finished strongly with
McCartan, Isobel Sheehan
and Ryan all scoring as they
ran out deserving winners of a
game they dominated from
start to finish.

Scorers for Kilkenny: A Prendergast 0-
7 (03 1, 0-1 pen), A McHardy, S Barcoe
0-1 each.

Cork: S McCartan 0-8.(0-3 ), O Cahal-
ana 1-1, H Ryan 0-3, E Murphy (0-11), A
Thompson 0-2 each, | Sheehan 0-1.
KILKENNY: A Norris: R Phetan, M Tee-
han, A Carroll; C Dowling, N Deely. E
Smith; A Breft, L Greene; A McHardy, S
Fitzgerald, 5 Barcoe; E Shortall, & Pren-
dergast, C Keher Murtagh,

Subsg: C O'Shea for S Barcoe, R Dowling
for G Dowling (both 52), M Brennan for L
Greens (58).

CORK: A Lea; M Murphy. L :
M Cahalane; A Harty, L Hayos, A Fitzger-
ald; M Condan, A Thompsan; E Murphy,
O Cramin, N McNabola:'O Cahalang, S
McCartan, H Ryan.

Subs: | O'Regan for N McNabola (38), A
O'Neill for R Harty (50), | Sheehan for
Thompson (58 inj).

Referee: Jog O"Connor, Clare,

Cork finish with

aflourishas
experienced
players returnto
boost their
league hopes

KEVIN EGAN

Round three of the Centra Mational
Camogie League saw the return of
the established powers.
Neitherdefending champions Cork
nor Galway, who defeated them in
last year's All-Ireland final, had won
a game in the first two rounds and
the grim spectre of relegation was
starting to open up for them.

Galway’s 113 to 0-12 win over Tip-
perary anda devastating finish from
Corkin theirl-15to 0-9victory against
Kilkenny put the two counties right
back into the pack, still withvery real
aspirations of returning to theleague
decider.

Waterford remain in the driving
seat on the back of their 1-16 to (-9
win over Antrim, meaning theyare
the only sidewitha perfect nine points
from three games.

“Three from three but we're not
taking anything for granted.” man-
ager Michael Boland said. “Thiswas
ahard match, you come overnight so
everything is changed around as op-
posed to anormal match, but we're
delighted with the performance ofall
the players, young and old.

_Important :

“We brought 28 players in and we
told them all that they'd all get their
chance, and that they had to take it
when it came, if they didn't there'd be
someone elsereadyto stepup. We've
been trueto ourword, we're trving to
be fair to everyone, because there are
alotof girls thatwon't get timein the
championship soit'sveryimportant
to see them now.”

At Freshford, Cork struggled with
the aid of the breeze andlooked o be
in trouble when they were reeled in
by Kilkenny 10 minutes into the sec-
ond half, with the Cats now having
the wind at their backs.

Butunlike the first couple ofweeks
when Ger Manleywentwith experi-
mental sides; thiswas a Corkteamwith
a lotmore familiar faces, including a
host of All-Stars and All-Ireland win-

ners. Onee one of that cohort - Orlaith
Cahalane - rattled the netin the 30th
minute, the Rebels didn't look back.

*Tthoughtwe played OKin certain
parts of the Waterford and Antrim

.games butits all aboutwinning” Man-
ley said. “Amy [Lee] in goal, Orlaith
Cahalane, Sorcha McCartan, Méabh
Cahalane, Laura Hayes was phenom-
enal today. Izzy O'Regan coming back
aswell, [itwas] greatto see her back
after12 months out. Any time you get
players like that on the field vou're
happy. We probably should have been
upafewmore scoresathalf-time, but
oncewe got the goal. wefinished well”

Manley confirmed there wottld be
more players coming back into the
fold for their remaining games against
Galwayand Tipperary, though he did
express both admiration and concern
for the long-serving Ashling Thomp-
son, whowas forced off the field with
an elbow injury.

Galway's four-point win over Tip-
perary came aftera game where the
All-Ireland champions féll 0-6 10 0-1
down, but they built on Anife Dono-
hue’s goal to trail by justa point at
the interval.



St Finbarr’s Sorcha McCartan celebrates after scoring a goal.

Picture: Leah Scholes/Inpho

Five St Finbarr’s players
named on camogie
club team of the year

Five 5t Finbarr's players have
been named on the Camogie
Association and AIB Camogie
Club Championship Team of
the Year, while Sorcha McCar-
tan has been nominated for
the Playver of the Year award.

The players will be honour-
ed at the AIB Club Plaver
Awards, marking the second
time that camogie, ladies foot-
ball, huriing, and football cel-
ebrated together.

The camogie Player of the
Year award winner will also
be revealed at the ceremony
on Friday, March 13, in Croke
Park.

Champions Athenry led the
way with eight represen-
tatives on the team of the year.

The Galway outfit needed a
replay to secure the AIB All-
Ireland Senior Clab Cham-
pionship title in January, with
victory over St Finbarr's at
FBD Semple Stadium.

Laura Freeney, Dervla Hig-
gins, Lisa Casserly, Olwen
Rabbitte, Sinéad Feeney,
Kerri O'Driscoll, Therese Do-
nohue, and Clodagh Burke are
all included for the winners.

The Barrs enjoved a superb
campaign, claiming a first
ever Munster title en route to
the final.

Their exploits have been ac-
knowledged with five places
on this selection — Stephanie
Punch, Aisling Egan, Keeva
MeCarthy, Sorcha McCartan
and Orlaith Cahalane.

The Leeside representatives
needed extra-extra-time to
overcome Antrim's Loughgiel
Shamrocks in the last four,
and the Ulster champions are
represented by Amy Boyle
and Roisin MceCormick.

Athenry have two nominees
for plaver of the year, Lisa
Casserly and Therese Dono-
hue. The third nominee is St
Finbarr’s and Cork star Sor-
cha McCartan, who hit an im-
pressive six points in both fin-
als against Athenry,

ATB has also established the
‘Moments of the Champion-
ship’ award this year, recog-
nising unforgettable instances
across the LGFA, Camogie,
and GAA Club Champion-
ships, which will be presented
at the ceremony.

The nominees for this new
award are:

Muckalee LGFA, who
Mrinmphed against the odds to
win the AIB LGFA Leinster
Funior Championship, before
going on to land the AIR All-
ireland Junior title; Katie
Rogers of Knockbride LGIA,
bwhose inspiring personal goal
“T'o Play in Croke Parl' from
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her list of things to do before
turning 30 became a reality?y

cand Ballymacelligot GAA,

who demonstrated excep-
tional sportsmanship by form-
ing a guard of honour for their
West Kerry neighbours, An
Ghaeltacht, as they ran onto
Croke Park ahead of the AIB
GAA All-Treland Intermediate
Final.

Camogie Association presi-
dent Brian Molloy said: “The
2025/2026 AIB All-Ireland Ca-
mogie Club Championship
Team of the Year is a fitting
recognition of the exceptional
standard we witnessed
throughout this vear's club
campaign.

“The performances deliver-
ed by the plavers honoured,
particularly across two grip-
ping All-Ireland finals and a
dramatic semi-final series,
showcased the best of our
game in terms of skill, resil-
ience and athleticism. Comh-
ghairdeas libh uilig.

“1 would also like to sin-
cerely thank AIB for their con-
tinued support of Camogie
and for their unwavering com-
mitment to championing fe-
male sport,

AIB chief customer officer,
Orlaith Ryan said: “The AIB
Camogie Club Championship
has delivered a memorable
season showcasing the hig-
hest calibre of play and dedi-
cation.

“The joy and commitment
displayed by these athletes
have generated so many un-
forgettable moments of the
championship.

“My heartfelt congratu-
lations go to every player
named on the Camogie Team
of the Year, whose individual
honeurs are richly deserved
and best of luck to the Player
of the Year nominees.

“Their achievements de-
serve to be celebrated in Croke
Park on March 13."

AIB Camogle Club Champlonship
Team of the Year 2025/2026: Laura
Freeney (Athenry), Stephania Punch (St
Finbarr's), Aisfing Egan (5t Finbarrs),
Dorvia Higglrm {Athenry), Lisa Casserly
{Athonry), Ohwan Rabbitte (Athenry), Sk
nénd Foeney (Athanry), Amy Boyle
(Loughgiel Shamrocks), Koeva
MeCanhy (St Finbare's), Sorcha McCar-
tan (5t Finbarr's), Kerrl O'Driscoll (Al
herry), Therese Donohuog (Athonry), Or-
Inlth Gahalane (St Finbarr's), Rolsin
MeCarmick (Loughglel Shamrocks),
Clodagh Burke (Athanry).

AlB Camogle Club Champlonship
Player of the Year nominees: Sorcha
McCartan (St Finbarr's), Therese Dono-
hL;D {Athenry), and Lisa Cassarly (Athen-
k.

Munster GAA confim
four double-headers

Two of Cork's Munster SHC
round-robin clashes will have
CAMOgIe EAmes Serving as cur-
tain-raisers, the provinecial
council has confirmed,

In addition, both the senior
football final in the province
will be preceded by the meet-
ing of Cork and Kerry in the
Munster Ladies’ SFC, while
the camogie decider will also
take place on the same bill as a
senior hurling tie.

Cork's provineial hurling
opener on Sunday, April 19 is
a repeat of last yvear's All-Ire-
land final as they fravel toface
Tipperary. The game has a

4pm throw-in time and the.

Munster senior camogie
quarter-final between the
counties will also take place at
FBD Semple Stadium, com-
mencing at 2pm.

A week later, on Sunday,
April 26, the winners of the ca-
mogie game will face Limerick
and that has been confirmed
for 12 noon at SuperValu Paire
Ui Chaoimh, to be followed by
the hurling clash between
Cork and Limerick at 2pm.

The Munster SFC final is
confirmed for Sunday, May 10
at 1.45pm, with the venue
being dependent on the coun-
ties involved. However, re-
gardless of the pairing it will
have the ladies’ football clash
between Cork and Kerry as its
under-card, starting at
11.45am.

A week later, the Munster
camogie decider will be held
on either Saturday, May 16 or
Sunday 17 - once the finalists
are known, the decision will
be taken as to whether it will
be in Thurles on the Saturday,
before Tipperary v Clare, or
on the Sunday in Limerick,
prior to the meeting of Limer-
ick and Waterford.

Speaking following confir-
mation of the curtain-raiser
fixtures, Munster GAA chair-
person Tim Murphy said “The
inclusion of four curtain-
raisers — three camogie and
one ladies’ football — ahead of
our Munster senior hurling
and football championship
games once again highlights
the strong and growing part-
nership between our respect-
ive organisations.

“It is very pleasing to see
this initiative confinue into
2026, and we are committed to
further strengthening the con-
nection between our games in
the years ahead.”

Those views were echoed by
Munster Camogie chairper-
son Christine Ryan: “Munster
Council Camogie is delighted
to onceagain work in partner-
ship with Munster GAA to see
three of the four Munster Sen-
ior Camogie Championship
matches staged as curfain-
raisers to the Munster hurling
championship.

W~ .
(iare’s Caoimhe Cahill and Ash-
ling Thompson of Cork in action
during last year's Munster Senior
Camogie Championship game at
ZTimmer Biomet Pairc Chiosog.
Picture; Inpho/Tom Maher
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“Our players relish the op-
portunity to perform on
Munster championship
matchdays, experiencing the
unique atmosphere of packed
stadiums. These occasions
play a vital role in raising the
profile of camogie and show-
casing our game to an even
wider audience.”

Egually, Munster LGFA
President Lorraine Royle wel-
comed the scheduling.

“Munster Ladies’ Football
is thrilled to again be included
as part of Munster GAA’s eur-
tain raiser for the upcoming
Munster football champion-
ship,” she said.

“This continued partner-
ship is an important acknowl-
edgement of the talent, com-
mitment, and growing profile
of our players. We are particu-
larly pleased that our round
three clash, Kerry v Cork, will
be a showcase fixture ahead of
the Munster football final.

“We sincerely thank
Munster GAA for their on-
going support and collabor-
ation in promoting and elevat-
ing ladies' football across the
province.”

Sunday, April 19— FBD Sempla Sta-
dium

Munster SCC quarter-final: Tipperary v

Cork; 2pm

Munstar SHC: Tipperary v Cork, 4pm

Sunday, April 26 — SuperValu Palre Ui
Chaoimh

Munster SCC semi-final: Limerick v

Cark/Tipperary, 12 noon

Munster SHC: Cork v Limerick, 2pm

Sunday, May 10 - venue TBC

Munster Ladles' SFC: Kerry v Cork,

11:45am

Munater SFC final: Teams TEC, 1:45pm

Saturday, May T:h:;ﬂﬂﬁnmph Sta-

Munster SHC: Tipperary v Clare, Tpm

Sunday, May 17 - TUS Gaellc Grounds

;lun:m SHC: Limaerick v Waterford,
pm .

The Munster SCG final will preceda one

of the games on May 16017 1

[Cork's Saoirse McCarthy tries to get away from Waterford's Orla Hickey |

Corlcs Lexi Manley

~+

n control of the Sliotar against Gaitlin Ryan, Limer-

ick, in the Munster Minor Camogie Championship final.

Picture: Brendan Gleeson

Cork minors will look to
build on Linnerick win
for their trip to Galway

The Cork minors had a good
victory under their belts over
Limerick in round two of the
Electric Ireland Camogie
Championship, after losing
out narrowly to Tipperary in
the opener.

Cork travel to Galway on
Sunday to take on a side with
victories over Dublin and
Limerick to their credit. It was
close in their clash with Lim-
erick as just a goal separated
the sides at the full-time
whistle.

Cork and Limerick was also
ia close affair as the Rebels
edged it on a 2-8 to 0-11 score-
fline, two erucial goals one in
either half from Lea Meillouin
ensured Cork took the spoils.
It was a tough, hard-fought

jbattle where a penalty save

from keeper Aoife Collins de-
ynied Limerick an egualiser
with a minute left.

The Leesiders won the
Munster title, which is separ-
ate to the group stages of the
All-Ireland but Galway have
some fine players and Know a
win would set them up
nicely.

Kilkenny also have two
wins from two, while Tipper-
ary and Cork have a win each
while Dublin and Limerick
are yet to get off the mark.

Tipp will be expected to get
the upper hand on Dublin
while Kilkenny and Limerick
should be another close en-
counter.

Kilkenny 1-11 Cork 1-8

Kilkenny got the upper hand
in closely contested Eir U16
All-Ireland Camogie Cham-
pionship group game in Tul-
logher.

Underfoot conditions were
soft with the breeze favouring
Cork in the first half. Noa
Bambrick opened the scoring
after five minutes with a Kil-
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kenny point from a free, Cork
responded well as Isabelle
0'Callaghan point after Heidi
Culleton had made a good save
to deny Cork a goal.

Niamh O'Connor and Isa-
helle Sheehan stretched the
Cork as they put pressure on
the Kilkenny defence. Dearbh-
la Ryan cut the deficit with a
point and as the sides traded
scores, Cork led at the break 0-
6 to 0-4.

Kilkenny started the second
half at a faster pace. Rebecca
Smith narrowed the gap be-
fore Bambrick levelled.

The Cork forwards were
putting pressure on the Kil-
kenny backs and Ailbhe Byer-
ley delivered a high ball to the
back of the net to edge Cork in
front, followed by a point from
play. :

Cork were now in control
‘but Bambrick slotted over a
point before her shot for a goal
from a free outside the 20-
metre line was well saved by
Cork goalie Kayleigh Murphy.
Kate Dalton pounced on the
rebound though and finished
to the net from a tight angle.

Level pegging with seven
minutes to go.

Niamh O’Connor pointed
for the Cork to restore the lead
but this was to be their final
sCOre.

Kilkenny began to push for-
ward and Rachael Duff split
the posts before Norris and
Duff struck the scores which
seald a hard-earned win for
the hosts despite the huge ef-
fort from Cork.

The Rebels had good dis-
plays from Kitty O'Mahony,
Lauren McAuliffe, Niamh
O'Connor, Isobel 0'Callaghan
and Ailbhe Byerley.

(lara Murphy gets a shot away despite the efforts of Tipperary's Ella

oo a4



Returning stars help Cork back to winning ways

BY KEVIN EGAN

IT'S no coincidence that as
some of Cork’s more experi-
enced players returned to the
fold, the Rebels finally lifted
off in Division 1A of the Centra
Camogie Leagues. _
After back-to-back defeats
against Waterford and Antrim
left the defending champions
bottom of the table, Cork re-
turned to winning ways with
a 1-15 to 0-9 victory away to
previously unbeaten Kilkenny.
At Freshford, the Rebels
struggled despite having the aid
ofthe breeze and locked to bein

trouble when Kilkenny reeled
them in ten minutes into the
second half, with the Cats now
having the wind at their backs.

But unlike the opening
weeks, when Ger Manley opt-
ed for experimental sides, this
was a Cork team with far more
familiar faces, including a host
of All-Starsand All-Ireland win-
ners. Once one of that cohort

— Orlaith Cahalane — rattled -

the net in the 50th minute, the
Rebels didn't look back.

‘I thought we played okay in
certain parts of the Waterford
and Antrim games but it's all
about winning," Manley said.

‘Amy (Lee) in goal, Orlaith
Cahalane, Sorcha McCartan,
Méabh Cahalane — Laura
Hayes was phe-
nomenal today.
Izzy O'Regan
coming back
as well,
it was

Cork aim f
a second w

great to see her back after 12

months out. Any time you get

players like that on the field

you're happy. We probably
should have been up a few
more scores at half-time,
but once we got the goal,
we finished well.

With the breeze at their
backs and the bit between
their teeth, Cork quickly put
% three points on the board
4 through Hayley Ryan,
_  Emma Murphy (free) and
" Sorcha McCartan, hold-

| Cork’s Orlaith Cahalane
| scoredacrucial goal.

(

ing their hosts scoreless until
midway through the half when
Aoife Prendergast landed a free
to break their duck.

The second quarter saw Kilk-
enny compete well to hold the
deficit to 0-7 to 0-4 at half-

. time. It looked like they were

poised to push on and win when
they drew level after the break.

For the first time inany com-
petitive game in 2026, Cork
found a rich vein of form in
the final quarter, ignited by Or-
laith Cahalane’s goal. Ashling
Thompson and McCartan were
hugely influential while Isobel
Sheehan and Ryan landed late

points to confirm victory.

Manley confirmed that more
players will return to the fold
for their games against Galway
and Tipperary, with the Rebels
hosting Tipp in Pdirce Ui Rinn
this Saturday (Ilpm). The Cork
boss alsa expressed both admi-
ration and concern for Ashling
Thompson, who was forced off
with alate elbow injury.

‘A player fell on her, it was a
pureaccident, but I think it was
her elbow. She was flying, and
it's better she's getting it now.
Her enthusiasm and desire are
incredible. For her sake and
ours,  hope it's not serious.

L ——

Cork U23s earn spot in

Munster camogie final

BY GER McCARTHY

IT was another productive weeken

dfor Carbery camogie players

onthe Cork U23 and underage inter-county panels.
Jerry Wallace's Cork U23s are through to this year's Munster
U23 camogie dedider after 3 one-point win over Limerick in

Cappamore anSun day. That outcome has set up
a MunstErﬁnal meeting with Tipperary.

Amy Sheppard (1-6), Eimear Duggan, Emily
(o] Don_oghug (0-2 each), Clara Morrison and
Aoife Byrne O'Riordan (0-1each) scores

The table reads a little bit better for
the Cork senior camogie team after
their win over Kilkenny last wee-
kend.

After two losses it was back to winning
ways for the Rebels as they got their first
win in the Centra Camogie League Divi-
sion 1A. :

Returning plavers helped their cause
and any week you welcome back Laura
Hayes, Sorcha MeCartan along with Or-
laith and Meabh Cahalane is a good one,
All four started and finished the game
against the Cats and played their part in
Cork's 1-15 to 0-9 win.

As good a win as it was all their work
will be undone if they won't follow it up
with another against Tipperary tomor-
row at Paire Ui Rinn, throw-in 1pm.

The table makes interesting reading,
with Waterford clear at the top on nine
points, followed by Kilkenny on six,

Then you have Tipp, Cork, Galway and
Antrim on three, so pending on results
over the weekend the Rebels could go into
the final round robin games a week later
eitherin a relegation battle or fighting for
a place in the league final. .

Waterford play Kilkenny and the form-

'ﬁ: 1 =8
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er will want to keep their winning run
going and secure their league final spot.

If they win, Cork do and Galway also
beat Antrim then you will have the Re-
bels, the Cats, Tribeswomen all battling it
out to see who will face the Deise in the
league decider. So there is stilla lot to play
for with all sides having the potential to
reach the league final, or in the case of five
of them possible be relegated.

Tipp will be looking to bounce back
from their loss to Galway last weekend
and Cork manager, Ger Manley, and his
players will be well aware that they are
never an easy side to beat.

As pood as the news that the four afore-
mentioned have returned youalso had the
devastating news that Ashling Thompson
will be out for some time with a serious
elbow injury.

She dislocated her elbow lafe on against

-

Kilkennyand now faces a long spell on the
sidelines, now long is still not 100% sureat
this stage. But knowing Thompson she
will do all she can to be back sooner rather
than later and don't be surprised to see
her feature in the All-Ireland champion-
ship later in the season.

Manley confirmed that she is definitely
out for the rest of the league and also the
Munster championship, but would hope
that she would be back for the All-Treland
series.

He also confirmed that Izzy O'Regan,
who came on against Kilkenny for her re-
turn to action after a year out with an
ACL injury will start tomorrow. :

“We will most likely play her in mid-
field alongside Millie (Condon), but we
will make a final decision before the game
tomorrow,” said Manley, “but whether
it's in midfield or somewhere else she will
be starting tomorrow.

“We also have Saoirse McCarthy back
in the panel and it’s great to have her
available as well again for selection.

“We know that Tipp are never easy to
beat and will want to bounce back from
that loss to Galway. In fairness they were
very good and could just as easily have
won so we are expecting another battle to-
morrow,”

cementedanarrow 1-12to 1-11 victory.
Amy McCarthy (pictured), Niamh Kennedy

(both Clonakilty) and Maebh O'Brien

(Enniskeane) are Carbery's U23 panellists.

e

The Cork U15A and U15B squads got thelr respective Mun:
Camogie Development League saasunsmdenlzay last weeie[i: d.

On Saturday, the Rebels were pushed tothepinof thelr coliars
before seeing off Clare 4-15 to 4-12 at Fr.MacParkin Ennis,

The following afternoon, Mallow GAA's Complex hosted the Cork
U15Bs Munster Development League opener at home toGalway,
Aterrificdisplay delivereda 4-8 to 2-5 Rebels triumph, '

Carbery's representatives onthe 2026 Cork U15 development
set-upinclude Acife Harte, Kate Collins, Megan O'Regan, Niamh
Dayle (all Barryroe), Clodagh Kearney, Michaela Coholan (both
Courcey Rovers), EllaHaughney (Clonakilty), Isabelle Harrington
(Bandon) andLily Ustanowsk (Kilbrittain-Timoleague). Annabelle
Nolan, Muireann Holland (both Valley Rovers) and Hollie O'Sullivan
{Kinsale) are also involved.

Cork and Tipperary's Eir All-Ireland UG A Champlon
endedina1-14 to 2-7 win for the Premier munlyi?tgz::?ed;::d
on Sunday. Clonakilty's Allbhe Byerley netted one of Cork's goals
withIsabelle O'Callaghan (1-1) also finding the net. Alas, those
efforts along with additional Ava Kenneally (0-3), Eabha Lynch,
Miamh 0'Connor and Ellle Cafferkey (0-1each) scores weren't :
er&uih Il?l Frg:ent defeat.

ri willlook tarebound in their next outing, a fourth round All-
Ireland U16A Champlonship fixture away to V%aterford on Sunggy.
March_nnd Carbery's players on the Cork U16A panelinclude
Kate O'Mahony (Kilbrittain-Timoleague), Amy Walsh (Enniskeane)
Ailbhe Byerley, Aoife White and Saoirse Gliimore (all Clonakiity). :

The Rebels U16Bs produced an excellent teamdisplay to see
off Galway. Bouncing back from their Munster U168 defeat to
Ifﬁz:rti;:ﬁ:;re%iitnemd asuperb 3-13t0 0~10 win. Julle Canty

NE andAnne 0! :
Bl oo Leary (Bandon) are Carbery's players
Also, Cork were crowned Munster Camogie U17 Devel
League champlons thanks to 2-15 to 3-4 victory over Lﬁmun
Saturday. Ballinascarthy's Amber Bishop s on the panel.

! _——“

eahh Murphy I-ras slotted into the fullback line for Cork this season. |

Cork’s Rachel Harty has impressed for her side so far this season. Pieture: INPHO/Laszlo Geczo

Picture; Eddie 0'Hare
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Cork 2-8
Tipperary 1-11
It ended all square between Cork

and Tipp in their Centra Camogie
Division 1A league clash at Pairc
Ui Rinn on Saturday.

A draw was probably a fair result and
it means there is still a lot at stake for
both sides in their final game next wee-
' kend in the round robin stage.

The wind was a major factor during
the game with Cork having it in the
first half as they led by six points at the
break.

It was then a case of if it was enough
to hold out. It looked like they were
going to until Tipp got a late point to
see it end all square.

Sorcha McCartan opened the scor-
ing for Cork from a free two minutes
in, with Caoimhe Stakelum equalising
for Tipp from the restart. ;

Tipp missed a number of chances to
go in front, with four wides before the
next score came.

It took until the 11th minute for it to
arrive as Cork found the back of the
net. McCartan played the ballin from a
sideline and Emma Murphy pulled on
the breaking ball to make it 11 to 0-1.

Aoife Dwyer pulled a point back for
Tipp before Laura Hayes scored a long-
range point, using the wind in Cork’s
favour to her full advantage.

Hayes was involved again for Cork’s
second goal when she played a long
hall out of defence to Orlaith Cahalane.

She beat several defenders before
sending an unstoppable shot to the
back of the net, to make it 2-2 to0-2. Ca-
| halane added a point to increase
Cork’s lead with Hayley Ryan adding
another to make it 2-4 to 0-2 after 20
minutes.

Dwyer pulled a point back for Tipp,
with Roisin Howard also on target to
reduce the deficit.

I‘j\‘ _J.:__
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McCartan got the last score of the
half, from another free, to see Cork
lead by 2-6 to 0-4 at the break, but Tipp
were going to have the advantage of
the strong wind in the second half.

Tipp were back in contention four
minutes into the second half when
they found the back of the net.

A free deep inside their own half was
brought forward for dissent. That
meant the goal was now in range and
Stakelum got on the end of Celine Gui-
nan's free to make it 1-4 to 2-6.

Two frees from Eimear McGrath
had only the goal between the sides
with 42 minutes gone, as Tipp were
maling full use of the wind.

She hit another free to put only two
points between the sides, before

Cork's Orlaith Cahalane takes on Tipperary's M

5

McCartan got Cork’s first score of the
second half.

With 49 minutes gone Cork’s lead
was down to two again, this time Stake-
lum splitting the posts to make it 2-7 to
1-8.

MeGrath pointed again for Tipp to
put only one between the sides as the
strong wind was playing its part.

McCartan scored for Cork, from an-
other free, to make it a two-point game,
with three minutes to go, 2-8 to 1-9.

Tipp missed a goal chance to win the
tie, with Clodagh McIntyre mishitting
with the goal at her mercy.

McGrath pointed to put one between
them again and it looked like Cork
would hang on for the win, with the
three minutes of injury-time gone.

kg g5
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airead Eviston during their Centra Camogie League Division 1A clash at Pairc Ui Rinn,
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But Tipp had one last play and Mcln-
tyre made up for her earlier miss to
point to see it end all level.

Seorers for Cork: O Cahalane 1-2, 5 McCanan 0-5
{0-2 1), E Murphy 1-0. L Hayes {fj, H Ryan 0-1 each
Tipperary: G Stakelum 1-2, E McGrath 0-5 (0-310, A
Dvwyer 0-2, R Howard, G Mclntyra 041 each.
CORK: A Laa; M Murphy, L Coppinger, M Cahal
ane: R Harly, L Hayes, A Fitzgerald; M Condan
| O'Regan; E Murphy, S McCanhy, A McAulilfe
H Ryan, O Cahalans, S McCanan.

Subs: O Cremin far H Ayan, N McNabola fo
E Murphy (both 44), | Sheehan for A McAulitfe (34)
TIPPERARY: L Leenane; | O'Donnall, M Eviston
E Loughman; M Burke, C McCarthy, G Guinan
K Kennady, G Maher; A Dwyer, E McGrath, C Mein
tyre; C Stakelum, R Howard, N Treacy.

Suba: E Hafternan for © Maher, E Caray for M Burk
{both 44), .J Kelly for A Dwyar (57), N Cunnaen fio
M Treacy (60).

Referee: Donnacha O'Callaghan, Limerick.




Rebels left
frustrated

by second-
half showing
in home
draw with

Tipperary

CORK
TIPPERARY

2-8
1-1

GER McCARTHY REPORTS

‘HUGELY frustrating and dis-
appointing’ — that’s how Laura
Hayes described Cork’s home
draw against Tipperary.

Caoimhe Stakelum’s goal
along with Eimear McGrath's
accurate shooting saw Tipp
move within a point of the hosts
late on in this Division 1A tie,
before Clodagh Mclntyre's in-
jury-time leveller.

This was a poor second-half
effort from a Cork team that
played so well during the open-
ing 30 minutes.

The Rebels will travel to Gal-
way in their final Division 1A
League outing this Saturday,
already assured of their top-
tier status but knowing big im-
provements are needed ahead
of provincial and All-Ireland
championships.

‘We were lucky to get a point
at the end of it, so it is hugely
frustrating and disappointing,
Cork’s Laura Hayes admitted
to The Southern Star.

‘We did alright in the first
half but we were all over the
place in the second.

‘I thought we had come on
quite well after the Kilkenny
win so it is just disappointing
to come away after that perfor-
mance more than the result.

‘We completely lost our
shape. The game ran away
from us a small bit. Tipp were
really physical in the second
half and we must work on that
for the coming week.” Hayes’
assertions were echoed by her
manager, Ger Manley.

“We had a good start but, to
be honest, I thought the second
half was poor, Manley admit-
ted.

‘We should have kicked on
but made wrong decisions and
our basic skill levels have to
improve. Everyone knows that
and these are things we can
work on, which is good but,
overall, I'm disappointed.

‘Look, we were in relega-
tion trouble after the first two
matches. We went up to Kilk-
enny and beat them. That was
a good performance.

“Today's first half was proba-
bly up to that level. The second
half wasn't.

‘We did some very poor
things today, defensively and
technically and that's disap-
pointing,

‘We spoke to the players af-

ewards and they know that

sond half) wasn't good

T t
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Coppinger during the Division 1A clash.

enough. It is the senior players
that have to drive it on now.

‘Consistently, we have been
average in the league this year
but the championship is our
goal and we need to improve.”

A strong Cork line-up was
enhanced by the late additions
of Saoirse McCarthy and Ava
McAuliffe to Ger Manley's
starting team.

Sorcha McCartan (free) and
Caoimhe Stakelum exchanged
scores amid a scrappy opening
ten minutesin which Tipp were
guilty of hitting four wides. It
took a McCartan sideline-cut
that ended with Emma Mur-
phy finding the bottom corner
to make it 1-1 to O-1 in Cork’s
favour,

Aoife Dwyer replied prior to
a monster Laura Hayes free,
restoring the host's three-point
lead. That advantage was dou-
bled once Cork found Orlaith
Cahalane on the edge of the

square and she fired into the
net on 14 minutes,

Cahalane added a point, as
did Hayley Ryan, and the hosts
led by eight heading towards
the break. Aoife Dwyer and Roi-
sin Howard pulled two back for
aTippside having to work hard
for every score.

Cork's tenacious defending,
along with additional Cahalane
and McCartan (free) scores,
saw the Rebels change ends 2-6
to 0-4 ahead.

The second period explod-
ed with a Tipperary goal four
minutes after the restart. Cao-
imhe Stakelum raced clear and
fired past Amy Lee. Eimear
McGrath added a free before
a Libby Coppinger yellow card
presented the same Tipp play-
er with another opportunity

which was duly converted.

A MeGrath 45 made it a two-
point game as Cork struggled
to gain a foothold. Sorcha Me-

by Cork's Meabh Murphy, Ava Fitzgerald and Libby

Cartan's converted free was a
welcome score making it 2-7 to
1-7 after 47 minutes.

A marvellous Caoimhe
Stakelum effort roused the vis-
iting supporters and there was
only a point in it once Eimear
McGrath split the posts for a
rampant Tipp.

Another converted McCar-
tan free, after Orlaith Cahalane
was fouled, gave Cork some
breathing room with four min-
utes to go. '

Clodagh Melntyre had a late
sight of goal but Amy Lee saved
the Tipp forward’s attempt.
Eimear McGrath walloped
over aterrific effortas the clock
reached 60 minutes to makeita
one-point game.

Tipp kept pushing and
Clodagh Mclntyre's leveller,
three minutes into injury-time,
earned the visitors a draw and
heaped more frustration on
Cork.

Cork’'s SorchaMcCartanin
action against Tipperary.

Ashling Thompson is set foran
extended spell on the sidelines

with an elbow injury, with July

mentioned as a possible comeback date.

Scorers
Cork: Orlaith Cahalane 1-2; Sorcha
McCartan 0-4 (4f}; Emma Murphy
1-0: Laura Hayes (1f), Hayley Ryan
0-1each.
: Capimhe Stakelum1-2;
Elmear McGrath 0-5 (2f,145);
-Aoife Dwyer 0-2; Roisin Howard,
Clodagh Mcintyre 0-1each.
Cork: Amy Lee (Na Plarsalgh);
Meabh Murphy (Ballinora), Libby
Copplnger (St Colum’s), Méabh
Cahalane (St Finbarr's, captain);
Rachel Harty (Ballyhea); Laura
Hayes (St Catherines),
AvaFitzgerald
(Sarsfields);
Millle Condon
(Ballinascarthy), zzy
O'Regan (Ballygarvan}:
Ermnma Murphy (Glen
Rovers), Saolrse McCarthy
(Courcey Rovers), Ava
McAuliffe (Castlemartyr);
Hayley Ryan (Blackrock),
Orlalth Cahalane (St
Finbarr's), Sorcha McCartan
(St Finbart'sh
Subs: Orlaith Cremin (Elre Og) for
HRyan (44), NiamhMcNabola
(Cloughduy) for E Murphy (44),
|sobel Sheehan (Elre Og) for A
Mcauliffe (54),
Tipperary:Laura Leenane;isobel

O'Donnell, Mairead Eviston, Elmear
Loughman; Mary Burke, Cacimhe
McCarthy (captain), Celine
Gulnean: Karen Kennedy, Cacimhe
Maher; Aclfe Dwyer, Eimear
McGrath, Clodagh Melntyre;
Caolmhe Stakelum, Rolsin Howard,
Niamh Treacy,
Subs: Eimear Heffernan for C
Maher {44}, Emma Carey forM
Burke (44), Jean Kelly for
_ A Dwyer (57)Nlamh
Cunneenfor M
Treacy (60).
Referee: Donnacha
O'Callaghan
{Limerick).
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Rilish Cahalane with her daughters from left, Meabh, Grainne, Orlaith

i n .

and Kate at the St Finbarr’s GAA dlub double victory dinner of the senior
men’s footballer and camogie winning teams at Rochestown Park

Hotel.

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Cork U16 camogie
team in search for
points in round four

Round four of the Eir U16A ca-
mogie championship sees
Cork head to take on Water-
ford in a bid for their first win,
having lost out to Kilkenny,
Galway and Tipperary.

A win is needed to keep
them in the hunt for a place in
the last four with one game to
come against Limerick.

Tipperary and Kilkenny are
joint top having three wins
from three games.

Galway are in second place
with two wins from three.

Waterford, with a big win
over Limerick in round three,
picked up two vital points,
while Limerick and Cork are
still looking for their first win
and the way the table is shap-
ing up, the battle for the last
semi-final spot will be a battle
between Cork, Waterford and

y Limerick.
Limerick face a tough chal-
ylenge this weekend when they
meet a strong Galway side,
who will be expected to be
strong for Limerick.

Kilkenny and Tipperary
will battle it out to take the
points to give them the top
spot as they go into the last
round of games.

If Cork could get a result
against Waterford, they would
join them in fourth spot, but if
Limerick defeat Galway, it
would mean the three teams
would be level going into the
last round of games.

Against Tipperary, Cork
played well in what was a
batile to the final whistle.

Tipperary, just about hung
on to a one goal victory.

In that clash, Ava Kenneally
when introduced was impres-
sive as she hit over three
points from play.

Eabha Lynch, Isobelle
0'Callaghan and Niamh
O'Connor all battled hard as
Cork gave it their all.

Waterford, boosted by their
impressive 5-17 to 3-8 victory
over Limerick in their last
game, will be hoping for a
similar result this time out.

The Lord Mayor CIr Fergal Dennehy, with Aisling Egan and Stephanie
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Aisling Counihan Sophie
MeCarthy and Katie Mullane
have been to the fore for
Waterford to date and they
will lead their challenge for
back to back victories.

Meanwhile, following on
from their one point victory
over Limerick, Jerry's Wal-
lace’s Cork U23 squad take on
Tipperary in the provincial
decider on Sunday, at2pm ata
venue to be announced.

Cork were the winners of
the inaugural Munster Camo-
gie U23 Championship in 2025
as they defeated Tipperary in
the final after a close contest
that went to extra time to give
Cork a historic win a first in
this competition.

In their semi-final with
Limerick, Amy Sheppard gave
Cork an early led with a goal
from the throw in and it
proved to be important as it
helped Cork set the foun-
dations for victory.

As the side's traded point
for point, there was little in it,
but Cork held their one goal
advantage to the break.

Cork showed huge char-
acter to hold on with eight
minutes remaining Limerick
were back on level terms, but
Cork, wining a free, which
Amy Sheppard converted,
edged ahead to win out.

Emily O'Donoghue, Ciara
Morrison, Amy Sheppard and
Eimear Duignan were on the
scoresheet for Cork and Jerry
Wallace will be looking for
more of the same as his side
battle to retain their title.

Tipperary overcame Water-
ford in their semi-final clash
on a 2-12 to 0-7 scoreline.

They are a strong side with
experienced former minor
inter-county players Ciara
Shelly, Kate Ferncombe, Eva
O'Dwyer and Grace Moloney
in their line out they will pro-
vide strong opposition to
Cork.

Punch, captain, and Karen Brennan, Lady Mayoress, at the 5t Finbarr's
\GAA club double victory dinner of the senior men's footballer and ca-
mogie winning teams at Rochestown Park Hotel. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare I

Galway.

Saoirse McCarthy played her first game of the season against Tipperary last Saturday and will be expected to feature again tomorrow against

Cork need win

The only certainty ahead of the final
round of the Centra Camogie Divi-
sion 1A League is that Waterford are
in the final.

They sit top of the table on 12 points,
having won all their games so far and are
safely into the league final.

After that the slide rule goes out as to
who will join them and who will be rel-
egated.

The clash of Kilkenny and Antrim
could very well decide the relegation
battle. If the Cats win, and they will be ex-
pected to, then Antrim will be relegated.

But if Antrim manage to pull off an-
other shock win then it becomes interest-
ing, with several sides, including Cork, in
possible danger of going down.

So, there is still a lot to play for and a lot
to be decided in the final round of games.
Cork’s draw with Tipperary last Saturday
means that both sides could still possibly
be relegated.

If the Rebels lose to Galway and Tipp
are beaten by Waterford, and both permu-
tations are a possibility, then they will be
keeping a close eye on the Antrim tie.

Cork are Tipp are both on four points
and Antrim are currently on three. A a
win for Antrim could potentially see the
Rebels or Tipp go down.

Unlikely to happen as Kilkenny know a

Clodagh Finn is one of the long-term injuries for Cork that manager Ger

Manley hopes will be fit for the championship.

CAMOGIE

win might put them into the league final
so, with home advantage, the Cats will be
expected to win and send Antrim down.

At present Cork, Galway, Kilkenny, and
Tipp all still have a chance of making the
final and until all games end it won't be
confirmed who joins them.

Galway and Kilkenny are the favourites
to win and it could come down to scoring
difference to see which one joins Water-
ford in the decider.

Cork have a slight chance of reaching
the decider, but they would need to beat
Galway, Kilkenny to lose or draw, and
Tipp to lose for that to happen.

For now, all they can do in concentrate
on the Galway game, throw-in 2pm at
Kenny Park, Athenry, and see what
happens after that. It would be no great
shock to see Cork beat the Tribeswomen
as games between these two sides, in gen-
eral, have been close over the last few
years. Cork will need to improve consider-
ably on their performance against Tipp

Orlaith Cahalane will be hoping to add to her goal tally against Galway

over Galway

last Saturday to do that.

They were superb against Kilkenny two
weeks ago and dominated against them
from start to finish for their first league

win.

The Rebels will be disappointed with
their showing against Tipp in the second
half in which they only scored two points
from frees. ;

The wind was a factor, but it was still
below the high standards they set for
themselves to only score from frees.

Both manager, Ger Manley, and Laura
Hayes, said afterwards that it simply
wasn’t good enough and they have a lot of
work to do before tomorrow’s game.

On the plus side from that game was the
return of another start player in Saoirse
MecCarthy. Slowly but surely the injury
list is starting to diminish, with only the
likes of Amy O'Connor, Clodagh Finn and
Ciara 0'Sullivan now out, along with Ash-
ling Thompson after the Kilkenny game.

Of those, Thompson is the one that is
unlikely to feature until the All-Ireland
series at the very least, as she has an oper-
ation on Wednesday on her fractured
elbow.

How quickly she will be able to retiurn
won't be clear for some time vet.

But for now, all Cork can do is concen-
trate on tomorrow's game and hopefully

‘get their second win of the season to

round off their league campaign.

tomorrow, having scored two already in the league.

Picture: Tom Bearv/Snortefila

Pirture: INPHN/David Ribeiro
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Captains Steven Sherlock and Stephanie Punch at the St Finbarr's double victory dinner at the Rochestown Park Hotel.

1 '
Ly !

Barrs celebrate
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Murray’s league aim rooted in practicalit?
book

Centra Camogie Leagues
Kevin Egan

Mot since the turn of the mil-
lennium, when Cork won
seven titles between 1995 and
2001, did any county reach
seven Centra National Camo-
gie League finals in a row.

Galway have achieved that
now after they overcame Cork
bv 0-18 to 1-9 at Kenny Park in
Athenry on Saturday. After
the game, manager Cathal
Murray gave some indication
as to why this competition has
become s0 important to them.

“We need this game,” Mur-
ray said. “We've no Leinster

Championship or Munster
Championship. We'd be sitting
down today and not playing
again until June 6 if we didn’t
win today. It's great to have a
game in three weeks to pre-
parefor.”

The final will see the All-
Ireland champions take on
Waterford on Sunday week in
UPMC Nowlan Park. The
game will be live on RTE, as
will the Division 1B final be-
tween Clare and Dublin,
which will be the first leg of
the double-header.

Waterford have beaten Gal-
way once already this year,
though that game took place a
few days after extreme
weather conditions in New
York forced a late return from
the team holiday of the
O’'Duffy Cup winners.

“We knew against Water-
ford that our preparation
wasn't ideal, and that we
weren't going to be at our best
— and if you don’t prepare
properly for a team of that
quality, vou're never going to
beat them,” said Murray.

“We were staring down the
barrel of relegation, or at least
not making the league final.

The girls showed great resil-
sanes s oot a oreat win down

- rw———

Mayo celebrate winning the Centra Camogie League Division 3B Final,
against Monaghan at Mostrim GAA Club.

in The Ragg, we had a good
win up in Antrim, and we still
didn’t think we'd done
enough, but today was defi-
nitely our best performance of
the year so far, We playved very
well, worked really hard, and
it's great to get the win and the
honus is getting to a league
final.”

A stunning late goal from
Cliona Griffin wasn't enough
to stop Antrim falling to a 2-18
to 1-12 loss to Kilkenny in
UPMC Nowlan Park, a result
that means the Saffrons will
drop back down to Division
1B, one year after coming up,
but having been very competi-
tive ahead of a tilt at the inter-
mediate championship.

The first division to be com-
pleted was Division 3B, with
Mayo the champions on foot of
a 2:12 to 1-6 final win over
Monaghan at Mostrim GAA,

Team captain and Player of
the Match Lisa Scahill was
part of the Mayo side that
came back to intercounty

competition in 2021 and im-
mediately enjoyed success in
the league and the Nanecy
Murray Cup, and she was de-

- - -

Picture: Tom Maher/Inpho

lighted to get back to winning
ways after the county had
taken a year out in 2025. y

To that end, she knew just
what it meant for Monaghan
to follow in their footsteps for
the first time in 15 years this'
term. “We said to the girls be-
fore the game that these days
don't come along very often,
and when they do, you have to
grab the bull by the horns and
make sure you perform,” said
Scahill.

“The biggest thing about
today is it’s great for the devel-
opment of smaller camogie
counties, It’s great to see the
likes of ourselves and Monag-
han putting out teams at inter-
county level and puttimgon a
great game out there.

“Those two or three years
[from 2021] were great but,
after that, the timing was a
problem, a lot of girls had to
step away due to trawelling
and work and other things, so
we're in a similar position to
Monaghan now, starting over.
There's a new batch here now.
They're voung, they're eager

to play for Mawvo, and today
will be great for them.”™

Tipperary eased to a 3-21 to
1-8 win over Waterford in a
game where the Déise had no-
thing at stake, while in Divi-
sion 1B, Down are relegated
after Emma Tomkins shot
some excellent points for Wex-
ford in an 0-15 to 0-10 win.

Clare continued their
strong run of form, beating Of-
faly 2-17 to 2-11, but the game
of the day was in Abbotstown,
where Dublin met Limerick in
a de facto league semi-final.

Goals from Grace O'Shea
and Aisling Maher helped
Dublin to lead by 2-6 to 0-0
after 22 minutes, and they
eruised to a 2-17 to 2-8 win,

Manager Bill McCormack
said his team’s shock reverse
to Down earlier in the cam-
paign became a real turning
point for them.

“It was a nice awakening for
the group to kick on for the
rest of the league. There were
no excuses in that Down
game, we were just out-
muscled and outworked,”
added McCormack.

“We got lucky in that Clare
came late to edge out Limerick
and that meant everything
was still in our own hands, It
still meant that every game we
played was effectively knock-
out, We had to be fully focused
and perfect in what we did.”

MceCormack said that reach-
ing a league final and gaining
promotion was a “stated goal”

- of his players, and how a big

day out in Kilkenny would
stand to the players,

“If you're pulling on hoots,
your playing days don't last as
long as you think, and you
want to make sure you take all
the opportunities you get to
play at the highest level and to
be part of the big days. This
needs to be a springboard for
the rest of the campaign now."

Wesxford travelled to Down
and prevailed by 0-15 to 0-10.

In Division 24, Kerry beat

seventh final in a row

TOUGH TEST; Cork’s Ava Fitzgerald looks dejected after her team were

beaten by Galway in Athenry.

Derry, and Meath got the
draw they needed to join the
Kingdom in the final, with
Carlow relegated after a 0-17
to 1-14 draw with the Royals,

Tyrone fell two points short
in their trip to Kildare, so they

Picture: Tom O0'Hanlon/Inpho

failed to overtake Roscomman
in Division 34, meaning that
Armagh will play the Rossies
in the final,

Wicklow's relegation was
confirmed before their loss to
Armagh in Granemore,
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Galway 0-18
Cork 1-9

Another defeat for Cork as they lost
out to Galway in their Centra Divi-
sion 1A clash at Kenny Park, Athenry,
on Saturday. .

The result meant that Cork were then
looking to the result of other games, in
particular the Kilkenny-Antrim one, to
retain their status in the top flight.
Thanks to the Cats’ win, it meant that An-
trim, not Cork, were relegated with the
Rebels knowing they have a lot of work to
do before the Munster championship ina
few weeks,

Carrie Dolan put Galway in front in the
second minute from a free before she
nearly had a goal. A ball in from her
dropped short, but at the crucial moment
Amy Lee slipped but the Cork keeper re-
covered to clear the danger.

Dolan added a second to increase the
home side’s lead to make it 0-2 to no score
after four minutes. Another free from
Dolan put Galway further in front as they
were enjoying the better of the opening
exchanges.

Sorcha McCartan got Cork off the mark
from a free eight minutes in, with Niamh

of Galway.

[reees

Corl’s Meabh Murphy turns from Acife Donohue
Picture: INPHO/Tom 0'Hanlon

UNDER PRESSURE: Galway's Niamh Mallon with Mﬁabh Cahalane of Cork.

The Rebels avoid
relegation drop

CAMOGIE

Rory
Noonan
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Mallon replying at the other end from the
restart, to make it 0-4 to 0-1.

Orlaith Cahalane added a second for
Cork as she was starting to cause the Gal-
way defence problems.

A great ball from Laura Haves found
Saoirse McCarthy and she took on the
Galway defence, but her effort on goal was
superbly saved by Sarah Healy. McCartan
picked up the breaking ball to score
Cork's third point.

Mairead Dillon pushed Galway further
ahead when she made it 0-5 to 0-3 with 12
minutes gone. But Cork hit back to level it,
with MeCarthy getting their fourth and
Cahalane on target again to make it 0-5
each after 17 minutes.

Another Dolan free put Galway back in
front as they kept the scoreboard ticking
over. Two from Niamh McPeake stretched
Galway's lead further as they led by 0-8 to
(-5 after 25 minutes.

Cork’s Ava McAuliffe passes aheLad of
Rachael Hanniffy of Galway.
Picture: INPHO/Tom 0'Hanlon
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Another Dolan free made it a four-point
game, with three minutes to go to half-
time.

Aocibheann Barry put five between the
sides before they had another goal chance,
A cross-field ball was picked up by Aoife
Donohue but Lee saved well to deny her a
goal. Aoibheann Barry added a point late
on for Galway to see the Tribeswomen
leading by 0-11 to 0-5. ]

Dolan got the first score of the second
half, with Niamh McNabola, on as a sub,
getting Cork’s first score after the break,
Orlaith Cremin got their second, to make
it 0-12 to 0-7 after 40 minutes.

McCarthy got her second from a free,
with MePeake replying at the other end to
keep Galway five to the good, 0-13 to 0-8.
Scores were far between in the second half
and it took until the 50th minute for the
next to arrive, with Mallon scoring for
Galway.

Donohue and McPeake added two more
as the home side were well ahead at this
stage and Cork were looking to the results
of other games to see if they would stay in
the top division. McCarthy pulled a point
back for Cork, with N Niland replying for
Galway, as they led by 0-17 to 0-9 heading
into injury time.

A free from McCartan led to a goalm-
outh scramble with Cahalane finding the
back of the net to make it 1-9 to 0-17.
Caoimhe Kelly rounded off the scoring to
see Galway run dut deserving winners on
the day.

Scorers for Galway: C Dolan 0-6 (0-5 f), N McPeake 0-
4, N Mallon, A Barry 0-2 each, M Dillon, A Donohue, N
Niland, C Kelly 0-1 each.

Cark:

O Cahalane 1-2, 5 McCarthy 0-3 (0-1 45, 0-11), §
McCartan 0-2 (0-1 f), N McNabola, O Gremin 0-1 each.

GALWAY: S Healy; R Hanniffy, R Black, D Higgins; K
Manning, C Hickey, KA Porter; J Hughes, C Dolan; N
Mallon, N McPeaka, A Donchue; S Corcoran, M Dillon,
A Barry.

Subs: A Lynskey for Barry (48), N Niland for M Dillon
(#48), C Kelly for A Barry, R Kelly for KA Porter (both 561, A
Kelly for J Hughes (58).

CORK: A Lee; M Murphy. L Goppinger. M Cahalane; R
Harty, L Hagss, A Fitzgerald; M Condon, | O'Regan; E
Murphy, O Cromin, 8 McCarthy; A MeAuliffo, O Gahal-
ang, S MeCartan,

Subs: H Ryan for B Harty, N McNabola for A McAuliffe
{h-t), G Kingston for | O'Regan (50}, G O'Callaghan for E
Murphy (34), D O'Brion for M Cahalane (56).

Referee: Ray Kelly (Kildara).
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Cork's Emma Murphy takes on Katie Anna Porter and Dervla Higgins

of Galway.

Cork have work to do
astheystarttofocuson
camogie championship

A year ago, it was a time of cel-
ebration as they were
crowned league champions.

But, a year on, it has been a
disappointing Centra Camo-
gie Division 1A campaign for
Cork.

It started with an away loss
to Waterford, followed by an
unexpected home one to An-

trim.

That was followed by their
only win away to Kilkenny
,and, in their final home game,
they drew with Tipperary.

Cork rounded off their
league series away to Galway,

ywhere another defeat meant
they were looking over their
yshoulders at Antrim. Had they
beaten Kilkenny, then Cork
would have been relegated
but, thankfully, from a Rebels
viewpoint, they didn't and
they faced the drop.

No one celebrates a side
being relegated but, ironi-
cally, it was two games invol-
ving the Cats that were key to
Cork staying up. :

The Rebels played their best
hurling of the league in their
win over Kilkenny several
weeks ago and then had to

thank their arch-enemies for
their win over Antrim.

There are reasons why
Cork’s league campaign has
been disappointing, with the
number of players missing

through injury, retirements,
and moving abroad.

Against Galway last Sun-
day, in their 0-18 to 1-9 loss,
they were missing at least
seven of the side that started
against Galway in the All-Tre-
land final last vear. :

That said, there was still no
excuse for some of the mis-
takes that Cork made, giving
the ball away too easily at
times and some of their pas-
sing was off the high stan-
dards they set themselves.

There aren’t too many posi-
tives Cork can take from the
league but one is the game
time that new players were
given ahead of the champion-
ship, which had to be done.

Cork will also be hoping
that the likes of Amy O'Con-
nor and Clodagh Finn will be
Iback in the coming weeks
ahead of their championship
lelash with Tipperary at
Thurles on April 19.

After the Galway tie, Cork
manager Ger Manley ac-

Menowledged how good Galway
were on the day and said that
&

Orlaith Cahalane was Corlc's top
scorer in Galway.
Pictures: Tom O'Hanfon/Inpho
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his side have to move on now
to the championship and put
the league behind them.

Reflecting on the league, he

felt they got a few players out
of it, one of their objectives
with the plavers no longer
available.
" “T felt we got a few players
outofit,” said Manley, “alot of
the younger players, we got
game time into them.

“We knew coming up here
today it would be tough. Gal-
way are a very strong team. T
thought early on we struggled
a bit, our midfield struggled,
but then we sort of got intoita
bit. I think whoever beats Gal-
way will win the All-Ireland.
that's how good they are.

“1 thought our full-forward
line were very good once they
got ball into them. But, look,
Galway were clinical. Every
opportunity they had, they
took.

“We had a couple of wides
and it was disappointing for
us. We thought we had a good
week of training but we're
only playing in patches.

*But it's championship now
and we have to look forward to
it. A couple of games in the
Munster one first before we
are back up here on June & in
the first round of the All-Ire-
land series. So that's our aim
now, preparing for them."




Cork captain Meabh Cahalane: We just need to find our rhythm.
Picture: INPHO/Morgan Treacy

Meabh: It was a very
different campaign
than last season

It was not the league cam-
paign that the senior Cork ca-
mogie side would have
wanted.

They beat Kilkenny and
drew with Tipp, but over their
round-robin series lost to
Waterford, Antrim, and Gal-
way.

The Rebels were the defend-
ing champions and are disap-
pointed to have given up their
title so easily.

There are reasons for their
showing, not excuses, as they
don't do excuses.

i The number of players that
were not available was, at
(times, staggering and it meant
Cork went into nearly every
game as underdogs, a position
they are not too used to.
i When vou lose the likes of
Laura Treacy, Hannah Loo-
yney, Aoife Healy, Katrina and
Pamela Mackey, vou are los-
ing top-class players.

Add in injured ones like
Amy O’Connor, Clodagh Finn,
Ciara O'Sullivan, and Ashling
Thompson and it shows the
changes that Cork had in their
starting 15 so far this season,.

O'Connor, Finn and O'Sulli-
van are expecied to be back be-
fore the All-lreland champion-
ship starts in June, but most
likely earlier than that.

Thompson recently under-
went an operation on her frac-
tured elbow and it will be
some time before it is known
when she will be back in the
Rebel red, but she is possibly
out for the season.

Reflecting on their league
campaign and where it leaves
Cork ahead of the champion-
ship, captain Meabh Cahalane
said it was a very different one
to last season.

“Upon reflection, it was a
very different league cam-
paign than last vear,” said
Meabh. “At the start of the
league, going into the first
game against Waterford, there
were no more than maybe two
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or three of our more estab-
lished players playing, which
is tough.

“There were players who
maybe haven't played for
Cork vet at that level and
playvers coming up from the
U23 side. It was great that they
were given the opportunity of
game time and stuff, but it's a
huge step up and probably
took a couple of weeks to find
their feet and to get into the
rhythm of training.

“The Kilkenny game was
probably our best perform-
ance and coming out with a
win up there turned out to be
huge for us.

“We didn’t perform then in
the second half against Tip-
perary. We could have come
out with a win that day, but
also could have lost in the end,
so [ suppose a draw was prob-
ably a fair result that day, and
then disappointment again
gﬁ‘ter the Galway game the last

ay.

“Maybe it just shows how
much work we need to do-and
for a team that's probably
after losing a few key players
just need to find our rhythm.

“The league was the oppo-
site of last year where you
nearly had 16, 17, 18 plavers
who'd plaved in Croke Park,
who playved in the All-Ireland
Championship and had that
bit of experience.

“On the flip side this year,
maybe not even a third of the
team had. So, you must be pa-
tient with that as well. These
girls are coming in, they're
eager to learn. And as we said,
it's a huge step up.

“80 hopefully the league
will stand to them, the learn-
ings that will come from that
and the standard now that we
need to get to be in contention
with those top four teams at
the moment."”

- ]

(Cork star Ashling Thompson could miss the season through injury.

Castle Road.

Cork 1-12
Kilkenny 2-15
On a day when it came right down to
the wire, Cork and Limerick finished
on the same scoring difference in

their Electric Ireland All-ireland
minor camogie group.

However, thanks to their victory over
Limerick last month, the Rebels secured a
top-four finish and a place in the semi-fin-
als along with Galway, Tipp and the Cats.

A goal two minutes into injury time
from a long-range Lexi Manley free,
ended up being erucial for Cork, other-
wise they would have been knocked out
on scoring difference.

Two first-half goals gave Kilkenny the
upper hand after they played with the aid
of the strong wind at Castle Road. They
were already through to the semis follow-
ing impressive performances while the
hosts were chasing the win they thought
they'd require.

Aoife 0'Grady and Amy Q’Shea split
the posts to give the visitors an early lead
but Corlt were quickly back level through
Manley, from a free and a 45. It took an ex-
cellent save from Aoife Collins to deny
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CRASH COURSE: Corké’s Ava Cashman collides with Kilkenny’s Hollie Ryan during their Electric reland
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Kilkenny their opening goal. As the sides
swapped points, it was level at 04 apiece
after 10 minutes.

Kilkenny hit the front with an O’Shea
goal at the end of the opening quarter
when her low shot from a free caught
Corlk and ended up in the net. Now piling
on the pressure, Kilkenny extended their
lead with an Emily Phelan point.

When Ruth Crowley first-timed a
ground shot to the net, they opened up a
six-point advantage. Manley kept Cork in
touch with a free and Stephanie Dwyer
added one from play but three in a row
from 'Shea made it 2-8 to 0-6 at the break.

('Shea maintained her accuracy from
placed balls as Kilkenny stayed in front
throughout the second half, despite being
against the breeze. Cliona Harter and
Manley had Cork points.

With both sides working hard, scores
came fast at either end. Phelan and Shau-
na Mahony were on target for Kilkenny
and Manley hit four in between as Cork
kept the pressure on, as they knew every
score was vital.

._._-:t‘_ : .-i —g_;i .-".'-‘_;i-‘ —re ::__,E
All-Ireland Minor Camogie Championship at
Picture; Eddie O'Hare

Cork bag semi final
spot despite defeat

As the clock ticked towards the 60th
minute, Kilkenny led by six points and
Cork looked to be heading out. Then came
the key moment, when Manley's free de-
ceived the Kilkenny keeper and nestled in
the corner of the net much to Cork’s de-
light.

As they waited for the result of the Lim-
erick-Dublin clash, word came through
that the Treaty won by 12 points. With the
maths being franfically done by mentaors,
a phone call from Croke Park confirmed
Cork were through.

Secorers fer Cork: L Mantey 1-8 (1-5.f, 0-1 45}, C Harter,
L @'Connor, S Dwyer, L Hannigan 0-1 each,

Kilkenny: A ©'Shea 1-8(0-6 f), € Phelan 0-5, R Crowiey
1-0, 5 Mahony, A Q'Grady 0-1 each.

CORK: A Collins (Sarsfields); S Donoghus (Blamey), A
Cashman (Killeagh), T O'Neill (Fr O'Naills); M Lombard
(Ballinhassig ¢, G O'Donnell (Sliabh Rua), C Ryan
{Newiownshandrum); O Troy (Newtownshandrum),
Hayes (S1-Catherine’s}; C Harte (Barryroe), L Manlay
{Aghabuliogus), L O'Connor (Killeagh): L Meillcuin (In-
niscarra), C Murphy (Eire Og}, L Hannigan (Ballincollig).
Subs: S Dwyer (Douglas) for Hayes (27), E Healy (Eire
Oa) for Troy {h-t), A Halpin (Siiabh Rua) for G O'Dennell

(inj 38), € Foley (Courcey Rovers) for G Murphy, (48).

KILKENNY: E Walton; H Tennyson, E Mormissey, M Dug-
gan; C Hickey, O Kennedy, C Teghan; S Degheny, E Do-
heny; A O'Grady, S Mahony, H Ryan; E Phalan (c), R
Crowley, A O'Shaa.

Subs: E Tfaana;gr C Hickey (45), & Shefflin for A
O'Grady (45). L mey forS Doheny (49), T Cody for E
Phelan {48),

Referea: Donnacha O'Gallaghan (Limerick]).
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Cork’s Amy Sheppard played we

Tipperary.

l-l for Cork U23s in
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their loss to
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Cork U23 side battle
hard but Tipp win to
take Munster title

Tipperary 1-12 CAMOGIE

Cork 0-13 ® Mary Newman
Tipperary took the Munster '

U23 camogie title in Cappa- S4V¢ from Amy Sheppard’s effort.
more holding on to win des- Anna Kearney denied Tip-

pite a strong Cork fight back
in a second half that went
down to the wire, in six min-
utes of additional time played.

Cork made a good start as
they opened up an early two
point advantage with points
from Ciara Morrison and Ei-
mear Duignan, both points
coming from play.

Tipperary settled, and were
back on level terms with Lucy
Heffernan and Grace Moloney
scoring poeints.

Cork then opened up a four
point lead as they hit four
points without reply.

Rose Murphy and Niamh
McNabola had one each to put
Cork two clear, and it took a
save from Molly O’'Dwyer to
deny Cork a goal before Amy
Sheppard converted a 45 and a
free to put Cork 0-6 to 0-2 in
front 18 minutes in.

Tipperary began to gain a
foothold and with their de-
fence tightening their grip on
the Cork forwards, they were
making it hard for the Cork at-
tack. In a six minute spell they
hit four points from play with-
out reply.

Maeve Cunneen and Grace
Moloney with two points each
to level the game for the sec-
ond time with five minutes to
the break.

With the sides level it took
the upright to deny Rose
Murphy from putting Cork
back in front, but then they
were hit the front with points
from Ciara Morrison and
Ciara Golden, before Eve
O’Dwyer pointed a Tipperary
free on the stroke of half time
as Cork led 0-8 to 0-T.

Tipperary started the sec-
ond half well and were on level
terms inside a minute with a
Lucy Heffernan point.

Cork responded and won a
penalty, but again, Molly
O'Dwyer in the Tipperary goal
denied them with an excellent

perary taking the lead before
Eve O'Dwyer put them in
front for the first time point-
ing a free.

Cork again replied as Amy
Sheppard pointed a free to tie
the game up for the fourth
time. Tipperary, with Grace

. Moloney and Eve O'Dwyer

leading the way, went five
points clear.

O'Dwyer pointed a free,
Grace Moloney had one from
play before Tipperary won a
penalty which Eve O'Dwyer
dispatched to the net to put
them five clear with 11 min-
utes left on the stop watch.

Cork battled back hitting
four points without reply.

Amy Sheppard with three
from placed balls and one
from Ciara Golden cut the Tip-
perary led to a point.

In the six minutes of injury
time, Cork put on huge press-
ure, but Tipperary held firm
with Eve O'Dwyer pointing a
late 45 to seal victory after a
tough battle in a game where
she was named as player of
the match.

Scorers lor Tipperary: E Q' Dwyer 1-3
(0:3F5 1-0 pen), G Malonay 0-4, L Haffar-
nan, M Cunneen 0-2 each,

Cork: A Sheppard 0-6 {0-41's 0-1 45}, C
Mortison, G Golden 0-Zeach, R Murphy
E Duignan’, N Mc Nabgla 0-1 sach.
Tipperary: M O Dwyer; A Melterick, K
Fitzgerald, L Fahie; P Quirke. M Murphiy,
K Dewling ;E Fogarly. A Fahig; M Cun-
naan, M.Cunneen , E O'Dwyer; L Heffer-
nan, G Moloney, K Femcombe.

Subs: E Cunneen for M Cunneen (44), D
Ryan for L Hetfernan ( 54).

Cork: A Kearney (Blagkrock ); M Da
Burca(Carrigtwohil), A O'Riordan (Ball-
nora), ACashman {Youghal); LO' Dono-
van (St Finbarr's) , L Dunlea (Sarsfields],
¥ Goulding (Ballincollig); G Murphy (Kin-
sala), A McGarthy (Clonakilty); G Golden
(St Finbarr's), R Murphy (Ballinora), E
Duignan (Mallow); A Sheppard,
{Cloughduv), L McNabola (Cloughduv),
C Morrison (Douglas).

Subs: A Barrett (Aghabullogus) for G
turphy (nit), E Wiggington — Barrett (st
Finbarr's) for L O'Donovan (58), M
O'Brien (Enniskeans) for © Morrison
(58).

Referce: Daniel O'Donnell (Limerick).

Niamh McNabola 11 action for Cork again
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Camogie League Division 1A dash. McNabola will be one of the players
the U23 side will look to on Sunday against Galway.

Cork minor and U23
camogie face toughties

1t's a make-or-break Sunday
for the Cork minor camogie
side, while the U23 squad are
on the road to Galway in the
All-Ireland championship as
they face the team that beat
them in the final last year.

This is the first game for the
U23 side in the round-robin
stage of their championship as
they take on the Tribe-
swomen, who will be fancied
by many to retain their title.

While that is going on up the
country the minors are at
home to Kilkenny in a must-
win tie for them as well, with
both games throwing in at
Zpm.

1f Cork lose, they will be out
of the All-Ireland series and
see their season come to an

end.

The Cats, Tipperary, and
Galway are already gualified,
and the final spot is between
Cork and Limerick to see who
joins them.

The fact Kilkenny are al-
ready through may work in
Cork's favour, but as manager
Mossie 0’Sullivan said they
don’t like losing to Cork.

He said that there is little or
nothing between the teams
and knows they are in for an-
other tough battle on Sunday.
At minaor level, there is norm-
ally a big turnover of players
every year, so it's effectively a
new team every season.

“You must remember you

bring in 30 girls and most of

them wouldn't have experi-
ence at this level,” said Mos-

sie.

“We have five on the panel
from last year, and we brought
in 25. Every year you're bring-
ing in new girls, and 1 think
the level goes up as well.

“Everyone is doing work,
the likes of Galway, Kilkenny,
Tipperary, and others are put-
ting in a lot of work at the
minor age, because they know

All-Ireland championship.

Leah Hannigan, in action for her dlub Ballincollig, will be one of the

players Cork minors will look to against Kilkenny on Sunday in the
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that that's where they need to
get players ready for senior
and 1723 teams.

“This year every game has
been close. We lost by two
points against Tipperary, we
lost by four against Galway,
and another day they could
have went the other way as
well.”

Cork play the Cats at Castle
Road, and Mossie is hoping
home advantage will work in
his side’s favour.

“if you have a home crowd,
you have a great atmosphere,
and vou know, playing at
home adds to the excitement.
1t's our patch, it belongs to us,
and we don’t like losing there,
501 think that's a mindset that
has always been in Castle
Road, which is a good thing,
and hopefully we get the re-
sult.”

For the U23 side, they will
be looking to bounce back
from their Munster final loss
last weekend against Tipper-
ary at Cappamore.

With only a week between
the games, it’s never easy to
do, and Jerry Wallace and his
management team would
have had a tough week trying
to get the players in the right
frame of mind for their trip to
Galway.

With the Cork senior side
having no game until April 19,
wallace is likely to have a
number of the senior squad
members available to him for
selection. While on the oppo-
zsite side, Galway are in the
league final, so that may see
some of their players not
being freed up to play.

But as defending champions
and with home advantage,
this is going to be a really
tough game for Cork to win.

Pictuira: Sah Nalu/Sanrehla

Amy Sheppard in action against"l'lpperal’y.'i-
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Maria Connolly and Anna

Fahie. The Cloughduy start it 1-4for Corkagainst Dublinin the U23 All-

Ireland championship on Sunday.

Picture; Eddie O0'Hare

Cork far too strong for
Dublin as they ease to
second U23 victory

Cork 5-19
Dublin 0-9

One-way traffic at Castle Road
as Cork had too much
strength in all sectors as they
made it two wins from two in
the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
U23 Camogie Championship.

Aided by the strong wind,
Corks piled on the pressure
and dominated in all sectors.
Inside two minutes, they had
two goals, Amy Sheppard,
with the first attack, before
Ava MeAuliffe kicked the slio-
tar into the net.

Dictating matters all over
the field, Cork were faster and
sharper.

By the end of the opening
quarter, Cork had added their
third goal courtesy of Ciara
Morrison and with points
coming fast and furious, led 3-
9 to no score. Sheppard, Or-
laith Cremin, Eimear Duig-
nan, Rose Murphy and McAu-
liffe were all on target as the
Dublin defence was unable to
cope with the pace and
strength.

Kirsty Fenlon converted a
free on 16 minutes to open the
Dublin account but despite
battling hard, they failed to
breach the Cork defence and
had a mountain to elimb at 3-
13 to 0-1 at the break.

On the resumption, Dublin
improved and added eight
points to their tally as they
worked hard and began to
move the ball with a bit more
purpose but Cork were always
in control.

The sides had exchanged
four points. Elle Ui Cheal-
laigh, Eimear Keohane, Ava
(’Shea and Amy Carey on tar-
get for Dublin as McAuliffe,
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Cork’s Ava McAuliffe clears the ball from Duhiin's Cara Coffey at Castle
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Morrison, Millie Condon and
Sheppard kept the scoreboard
ticking over for Cork each.

Cork sub Meabh O'Brien
finished to the net for Cork’s
fourth goal.

As the clock ticked on,
Abbey Kenny, Fenlon, Emma
Moran and Ui Cheallaigh hit
points in a late Dublin flurry.

At the other end, Amy
McCarthy and Morrison had
added points as Cork ran out
comfortable winners.

It's a fast turnaround to
round three as Cork meet
Waterford on Friday next in
Castle Road.

Scorers for Cork: G Morrisan 2-2, A
Sheppard 1.4 (0-31, 0-1 45), A MeAuitfe
1.4, O Cremin 0-3, M O'Brien 1-0, A
McCarthy, E Duignan 0-2 each, R
Murphy, M Condon 0-1 each

Dublin: ¥ Fenlon 0-2 (0-1 1, 0-1 45), EUI
Cheallaigh 0-2, A O'Shea, A Carey, E
Keogh, A Kenny, E Moran 0-1 each.
CORK: A Keamey (Blackrock), A Cash-
man (Youghal), A O'Riordan (Ballinora),
M Murphy (Ballinora); A Fitzgerald
[Sarsfields), L Dunlea (Sarslields), K
Goulding (Ballincollig): M Caondon (Bal-
linascarthy), A McGarthy {Clonakilty), E
Duignan (Mallow), R Murphy (Ballincral,
O Cremin (Eire Og); A Sheppard
{Cloughduv), © Mormrison (Castlalyons),
A Meautitfe (Castlemartyr). \
Subs: C Murphy (Kinsala) for M Con-
don, M Kennedy (Clonakilty) for A Gash-
man, O Grimley (Blackrock) lor A
Fitzgerald, M O'Brien for M Murphy (all
47), M De Burca (Carrigtwohill) for M
Murphy {51).

DUBLIN: E Kennedy; A Graaka, R Fitzsi-
mans, E Maher; M Rochae, C Tierney, A
Henny; S Charry, K Fenlon, E Maran, A
Kenny, A Byro: C McKenna, A Caray, E
Kahos.

Subs: A Q' Shea for E Mahaor (15), M
Brannan lor C McKanna (h-t), E Wi
Cheallaigh for A Kanny (h-1).

Refereo: Shane Foley (Carlow)
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Road. McAuliffe also hit 1-4 for the Rehels against Dublin.




Cork U23 team offtoa
great start in their
AlHreland campaign

1-11
011

Cork
Galway -

A superh start for Cork as
they got their All-Treland U23
campaign off to a winning
start- with a victory over
holders Galway in Duggan
Park Ballinasloe last wee-
kend.

A Ciara Golden goal in the
opening minute gave Cork a
vital cushion and it was the
score that divided the sides at
the full-time whistle as Cork:
held their lead despite huge
Galway pressure,

Cork played with the aid of
the strong wind in the opening
half and left by six points, 1-5
to 0-2 at the half time whistle
after they had taken the game
to the hosts and put them
under a lot of pressure.

Inside the opening 10 min-
utes Cork led by five points.

An Amy Sheppard pointed
free and one from play form
Orlaith Cahalane helped
stretch Cork's lead as they
settled into the contest.

Niamh Mclnerney re-
sponded for Galway with a
point, but keeping their foot
on the pedal, Cork drove for-
ward and points from Ciara
Golden, Orlaith Cahalane and
Amy Sheppard kept Cork in
control.

Galway could only draw a
one point response from
Caoimhe Kelly as Galway
struggled against a strong
; Cork defence.

Galway hit the ground run-
\ning on the restart and firing
over four points without reply
’E_he:.r had Cork on the back

oot.

Aoibhinn Barry, Kayla.

Madden, Katie Gilehrist and
Caoimhe Kelly pointed in a six
minute spell which narrowed
the gap to two points.

Cork needed to regroup and
settle and they did hitting
three points ina row to restore
their lead. °

Amy Sheppard pointed a
forty five before Rose Murphy
and Orlaith Cahalane had
points to again put five be-
tween the sides.

Galway were battling to find
gaps, but the Cork defence
was strong.

Caoimhe Kelly pointed form
play, but again Cork hit three
without reply.

Amy Sheppard continued to
show her accuracy form frees
with one point and one from
play, whilst Niamh McNabola
also hit one and with six min-

‘second yellow card on 52min-

ﬂyristinuﬂyan, dﬁirpersnn of Munster Camogie presenting Cork's Amy
‘sheppard with the player of the match award after their win over Tip-
jperary in the Munster U23 Camogie final at Kilmallock, Co Limerick,

A Ciara Golden goal in the open-
ing minute gave Cork a vital
cushion and it-was the score that
divided the sides at the full time
whistle as Cork held their lead
despite huge Galway pressure.

. Picture: Larry Cummins
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SHARPSHOOTER: Orlaith Cahalane scored three points for Corkin their opening U23 All-Ireland championship clash with Galway.
Picture: INPHO/David Ribeirc

Cork aim for
a second win

suring that followers of Cork camogie can
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utes remaining Cork led 1-11
to 0-8.
Galway were not going to go
down without a fight.
They rallied with four
points on the bounce,
- Despite losing a player fora

utes. they came at Cork and
points from Niamh Mclner-
ney, Ciara Kelly (2) and Aoib-
hinn Barry had them without
touching distance, but it
wasn't to be as Cork held on
for an excellent opening day
victory.

Cork take on a Dublin in
round two on Sunday in Castle

The Cork U23 camogie side will be

Rogdatinm, o oo lact | JoOKing to make it two fromyiwe & o CAMOG S D 0 B atepn improving
weekend in their opening they take ﬂﬂ.D“hllmﬂ the All-Ireland : how competition information is shared
clash with Tipperary. championship on Sunday. online and forms part of Cork Camogie’s

continued commitment to enhancing
communication and accessibility across
the association,” said PRO Brian
(O'Regan.

“This new system is now directly inte-
grated with Foireann, ensuring that fix-
Fures and results are sourced from official
competition data. We will endeavour to
have all results updated as soon as poss-
ible following the conclusion of gach
match, helping to keep clubs, players and
supporters fully informed. :

“Ac this is a newly introduced service,
it will continue to evolve over the course
of the season. Our intention is to further
enhance the platform to provide addi-
tional details and insights where possible.
provide a more user-friendly and reliable “For now, however, we are delighted to
way for clubs, players, mentors, parents make this available to clubs and sup-
and supporters to follow competitions porters as an important first step in im-
across the county. s proving access to competition in:

With dedicated sections for fixtures, re- formation. _
sults and league tables, users can now ac- “There may be minor updates and re-
cess key competfition information more finements required as the system beds in.
quickly and clearly than before. We welcome all feedback from users and

As competitions get underway, the new encourage anyone with suggestions or is-
hub will continue to expand across a

sues to get in touch."
range of adult and underage grades, en- HSee https://corkcamogie.com/ for more.

Scorers for Cork: A Sheppard 0-5 (0-
2fs, 0-1 45, C Golden 1-1, O Cahatana
0-3, N Mc Nabola, R Murphy 0-1 each.
Galway: G Kelly 0-5, A Barry, N Mc Iner-
nay 0-2 sach, K Madden , K Gilchrist i
0-1 each.

CORK: A Kearnay (Blackrock); M da-
Burca (Garrigtwohill). A Barrelt (Aghbul-
logue). M Murphy (Ballinora); L O Dono-
van (St Finbarr's), L Dunlea (Sarsfiglds),
1 Goulding (Ballincoliig); A Cashman
{Youghal), A McCarthy (Clonakilty): N
Mchabola (Gloughduv), R Murphy (Bal-
linora), C Goldan (5t Finban's): A Shep-
pard (Cloughduv), E O'Donoghue
(Bishopstown), O Cahalana (St Fin-
barr's),

Subs: E Gurtin (Blackrock) for E 0'Do-
noghue, A.Q'Riordan (Ballinora) for A
Barrott, E Duignan (Mallow) for A
‘McCarlhy, C Momison (Castiglycns) for
R Murphy,

GALWAY: L Fraenoy; R Kelly, L Mc
Grath, A Greanay; A Crowe, A Carr, K
Lawless: O Muliing, A Joyce; K Maddan,
K Gilchrist, E Madden; N Mc Inamay, A
Barry, C Kally.

Subs: S Lyons for A Greanaey, K O Dris-
coll for O Mulling.

Throw-in is at 2pm at Castle Road, and
Jerry Wallace's side will be looking to
build on an impressive win over Galway
last weekend.

The Tribeswomen are the defending
champions and never an easy side to beat,
and it will be a huge confidence boost to
Cork to have travelled home with the
points. Y

Dublin drew with Tipperary last wee-
kend and can travel in confident form
after that result. Tipp are another side
that are tough to get the better of, and
Dublin will have learned a lot from that
draw. :

They also won the U23 B championship
last year so, know what winning is all
about. They will look for strong perform-
ances from the likes of Abbie Kenny, Kir-
sty Fenlon, Aisling Groarke, Amy Carey
and Caoimhe Tierney to try and get the
better of Cork.

But the Rebels will be expected to keep
their winning run going. With players like
Orlaith Cahalane, Ciara Golden, Niamh
McNabola, Amy Sheppard, Rose Murphy
and Aoife Barrett, Cork havea strong side

Noonan
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and will be determined to go one better
than last year, when they lost in the All-
Ireland final.

They won't take anything for granted,
but Cork should have too much for Dub-
lin, and a win sets them up here for their
clash with Waterford a week later.

Meanwhile, Cork Camogie has an-
nounced the launch of a new online fix-
tures; results and tables hub for the 2026
Season.

The new service has been introduced to

i 8
f g

- ) _. B
i

Niamh McNabola was in top form for Cork against Galway last wee-
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Rachel Murphy, pictured in action against Tipperary’s Emma Kennedy,
was another to impress against Galway. Picture: Dan Linehan
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Orlaith Cahalane, of Cork, tussles with Mairead Eviston, of Tipperary,
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during their Centra (amogie League Division 1A clash at Pairc Ui Rinn

earlier in the season.

Picture: Larry Cummins

Eviston: Tipperary are
ready to take on
standard bearers Cork

Tipperary defender Mairéad
Eviston believes her side are
moving in the right direction
ahead of their Munster senior
camogie championship clash
with Cork at Semple Stadinm
on Sunday, April 19.

The game throws in at 2pm
and forms part of a double-
header, with the same two
counties clashing in the
Munster senior hurling cham-
pionship at 4pm.

Mairéad was speaking at
the launch of the camogie
championship at Semple Sta-
dium, where all four cham-
pionships were launched to-
gether for the first time.

Players across camogie,
hurling, ladies’ football, and
football gathered at Thurles
for one launch in anether step
on the road to integration of
all the associations in the next
few vears.

Tipp arrive in to the provin-
cial campaign with renewed
confidence under new man-
agement, a deeper panel, and a
clear sense of unfinished busi-
ness.

While Mairéad was speak-
ing from the blue-and-gold
corner, her words carried a
clear message: Tipperary are
coming for teams like Cork —
because Cork remain the bar.

In therecent league meeting
of the two sides, Tipp came
from behind to earn a draw
with the last shof of the game,
a result that felf like more for
them. :

Eviston reflected on their
clash at Paire Ui Rinn, a game
Cork might have felt they con-
trolled for long stretches.
Tipp, however, saw it very dif-
ferently. 2

“We were going for the win
and were happy to come back
with the draw, but disap-
pointed we didn't get the win
as well,” Mairéad said, despite
being eight down at half time.

From a Cork viewpoint, her
words are worth noting. f

Tipp didn't just claw their
way back, they left believing
thev had outplayed Cork in
the second half.

If Tipp come with that same
intent on the 19th, then Ger
Manley and his Cork side
know they will need to start as
they did and finish far
stronger if they are to get the
better of Tipp. ,

Rules within camogie have
tchanged this season and Mai-
réad praised them, saying
fthey have increased physical-

ity to make the sport "more

enjoyable to watch” and are
pushing the game forward.
) Tipp's confidence in that
area e ome that Corle will have
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to match and then impose
their own style to ensure they
advance to the semi-final in
this knock-out competition.

Mairéad highlighted young
players, like Lucy Purcell and
Cacimhe Stakelum, praising
their impact and develop-
ment. She described competi-
tion for places as “fierce”,
with nobody “resting on their
laurels”.

She said that Cork tradi-
tionally punish teams that
fade late on, but is hoping that
fresh legs and youthful depth
mean the Rebels may not
“enjoy the same second-half
opportunities they often ex-
ploit”.

Mairéad said they haven't
forgotten about last year's All-
Ireland semi-final defeat and
how Tipp have been “bottling
that hurt” and are now “wait-
ing to unleashit.” .

For Cork, that's familiar
ground and have used heart-
break as rocket fuel often
enough in the past. But Tipp
are now tapping in to that
same emotional reservoir,

‘eager to convert frustration in
to momentum.

When Tipp come with fire,
Cork will be ready. They've
lived through higher-stakes

battles than almost any team
in the country, and they know
how to channel pressure in to
performance. ;

Cork are the defending
champions, last winning the
title in 2024. Last year's de-
cider wasn't played due to the
skorts v shorts debate. At that
time, both Cork and Waterford
indicated they would be wear-
ing shorts and the Munster
Camogie Board called the
game off late on to ensure it
wouldn't become an issie on
the day. :

The result, with the tight
inter-county calendar, meant
the game was never played, so
Cork are still the reigning
champions, two years on from
the last final. ; f

The Munster championship
rarely eases teams in to the
season, and this year is no dif-
ferent.

You must win or you're out:
It's as simple as that.

If Mairéad's comments
show anything, it's that the
Rebels continue to influence

the mindset, preparation, and
hunger of every contender.
Tipp are talking about making
a statement.

Cork will want to ensure it
doesn’t come at their expense,

Cork and Ballinora star Méabh Murphy was named on the Electric

Ireland Camaogie Third Level Rising Stars Team of the Year.

Picture: Ben Brady/Inpho

Seven UCC players
make third-level
camogie team of year

Seven UCC players have been
named on the Electric Ireland
Camogie Third Level Rising
Stars Team of the Year.

The university won the Ash-
bourne Cup for the first time
in 23 years and such was their
dominance in the final thatit's
no great surprise to see seven
of the side make the team.

The team of the year fea-
tures six universities: UCC,
UCD, DCU, University of Gal-
way, Technological University
(TU) Dublin, and UL,

Runners-up UCD boast
three spots, with DCU taking
two. TU Dublin, University of
Galway, and UL all feature a
single player on the team.

The seven UCC players on
the team are: Claire Kingston,
Meéabh Murphy, Orlaith Cre-
min, NMiamh McNabola, Aocife
Healy, Sarah O'Brien, and
Sophie Pembroke.

There was an added bonus
for the college as O'Brien was
named as the Electric Ireland
Camogie Third Level Rising
Star Plaver of the Year.

Throughout the season, the
Limerick native has been a
clinical sharpshooter, deliver-
ing when it mattered most and
seoring 2-2 in the final to earn
the plaver-of-the-match
award. Her pace and agility
meant she was a constant out-
let for the Cork side.

(’Brien showed her consist-
ency and reliability as an at-
tacker, playing a central role
in UCC's system, and she was
a key player in their path to
victory.

Brian Molloy, president of
the Camogie Association, said:
“The Electric Ireland Ash-
bourne Cup once again show-
cased the very highest stan-
dards of third-level camogie in
2026, and I would like to
warmly congratulate all those
named on the Rising Stars
team of the year.

“These players have distin-
guished themselves on the
field across a fiercely competi-

\ewcestown and UCC's Claire Kingstoh was also named on the Camogie
Third Level Rising Stars Team of the Year. -
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tive campaign. Congrats to
University College Cork who |
lead the way following a land- |
mark vear for the university,
and I commend all six institu-
tions represented for their
contribution to an excellent |
championship. L

“Third-level camogie plays
a vital role in the development
of our plavers, providing a
unique environment where
friendships are forged and
elite competition thrives.

“T would also like to thank
Electric Ireland for their con-
tinued support and commit-
ment to these competitions,
helping to ensure that they re-
main a cornerstone of our
games. Comhghairdeas libh
go léir ar éacht den scoth.”

Jillian Saunders, group
sponsorship and PR manager
for Electric Ireland. said: “We
are thrilled to unveil the 2026
Electric Ireland Camogie
Third Level Rising Stars Team
of the Year.

“The Ashbourne Cup,
powered by our #FirstClass-
Rivals campaign, truly encap-
sulates the vibrant blend of
fierce competition and genu-
ine camaraderie — a spirit we
were proud to showcase in our
Plaver POV content series.”

The Electric Ireland Camogie Third
Level Rising Stars Team of the Year is:
Keava Steadmond — DCU DE, Wexdord,
Craanford-Monaseed; Emily Adderley
— UCD, Dublin, Ballinteaer St Johns;
Claire Kingston — UCC, Newcaslown:
Méabh Murphy — UCC, Ballinora;
Grace Walsh — UCD, Kilkenny, Tulla-
roan; Karen Tomking — DCU DE, Wex-
ford, Kilrush; Orlaith Cremin — UCC,
Eire Og; Alannah McNulty — UCD,
Waterford, De La Salle; Niamh MehNabo-
la — UCE, Cloughduy; Carrie Dolan —
University of Galway, Galway, Clarin-
bridge; Aolte Healy — UCC, Aghada;
Sophia Pembroke — UCC, Tipperary,
Gonnahoa Glengoeols; Sarah O'Brien —
UCC, Limarick, Templaglanting; Rolsin
McCormick — TU Dublin, Antrim,
!.ngthn! Shamrocks; Aoibheann Barry
— UL, Galway, Kinvara,
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Déise make
history, but
also want
silverware

Therese O'Callaghan

Waterford make the short trip to UPMC
Nowlan Park on Sunday and, by reach-
ing their first Centra National League
Division 1A camogie final, this team
have already made history,

They won't be content with that
alone, though; they are looking for the
grand prize in what will be a stern test
against All-Ireland champions Galway.

Lorraine Bray is Waterford’s captain
again this yvear. Player of the Match
when they won the All-Treland Inter-
mediate Championship in 2015, the All-
Star midfielder continues to excel.

The Déise have already defeated the
Tribeswomen this term, but the Cappo-
quin club woman knows this game will
be different.

“We've beat them earlier on, but this
will be a different Galway team," she in-
sisted, "We know exactly what they are
going to bring. Even last year when we
played them, just the strength they hit
us with was unreal.

“We are going to put our best foot for-
ward. We've had strong performances
throughout the league, so we will carry
that with us into the final.

“We didn't turn up against Tipp [final
group game but were already qualified]
and we hold our hands up, It was a
chance to give girls an opportunity and
get game time. We made some changes
and that was important too — we
wouldn’t be here without the panel.
Tipp came with all guns blazing, and
were well deserving of the win.”

A 'Pedal for the Déise’ spinathon was
held a couple of weelis ago to raise
funds for the vear ahead. The support
the girls receive hasn’t gone unnoticed.

Bray said: “It's all down to the sup-
porters, and you genuinely feel vou
have another player on the field with
thiem getting behind you, especially if
vou have momentum at all. I've said it
before — we love the atmosphere in
Nowlan Park; the crowd seem like they
are on the pitch with you.

“We've had great support again this
vear with messages galore coming inup
to the final. I feel it's building every
yvear. Even the younger girls coming
into the panel, they've a huge backing
behind them."

They've had to overcome adversity to
get where they are. After reaching the
2023 All-Ireland final, they lost heavily
to Cork. Last vear, they were forced to
regroup following the departure of
manager Jerry Wallace, and Mick Bo-
land took over,

“In fairness, Mick held it all together
when there was disruption. And he has
brought that form into this year, which
is fantastic. During the league, you're
testing any sort of a tactic because it is
an opportunity to do it before you come
into the championship,” the childeare
worker in Ballyporeen said,

Victory would give them a bounce in
their step for the upcoming provincial
campaign and a quarter-final with
Clare. If they navigate their way to the
final, it will be played as a double-
header with a Munster SHC tie.

Bray added: “Playing double-headers
has 100% raised the prestige of the
Munster Championship, and it gets you
used to those bigger games on match-
day. We look forward to more events
like that in the future.”

For now, it's all about trying to get
their hands on the Division 1A trophy,

“We need to win, especially the older
ones, No silverware at top-level league.”




Kilkenny's

Shauna Mahony during

the Flectric Ireland All-Ireland minor camogie championship at Castle

Road.

Cork minor team head
totheRaggtoface Tipp
in AlHreland semi final

Cork, Kilkenny, Galway and
Tipperary have made it
through to the Eleetric Ireland
All-Ireland minor camogie
semi-finals that take place to-
morrow, Saturday, as Cork
talke on Kilkenny at the Ragg
at 2pm, while champions Gal-
way face Tipperary.

It has been an interesting
round robin series to date.

Kilkenny and Galway have
been the standout sides.

Roth finished their group
stages with four victories
pach, and it was Kilkenny,
who topped the group on scor-
ing difference.

Tipperary came through
with three wins to their credit,
and in a dramatic last round of
games, Cork edged out Limer-
ick on the head to head after
both finished on level points,
and level on scoring differ-
ence,

The head to head result of
their round two game where
Cork ran out winners proved
decisive.

Cork and Kilkenny met in
the last group stage game
where Kilkenny ran out 2-15 10
1-12 winners.

Two first-half goals gave
Kilkenny the upperhand in a
game where they knew they
were already through to the
semis, whilst Cork were chas-
ing the win that was required.

At the full time whistle, the
drama coniinued as scores
were double checked from the
Limerick versus Waterford
clash and it was confirmed
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Cork manager Maurice 0'Sullivan
against Kilkenny during the Elec-
tric Ireland All-Ireland minor ca-
mogie championship at Castle
Road. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

. semi-final spot.

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare
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Cork had grabbed the fourth

Kilkenny are a strong side.

Aoife 0O’'Grady, Amy
()'Shea, Emily Phelan, Shau-
na Mahony and Ruth Crowley
have been very much to the
fore in all their outings to date.

Amy O'Shea is an excellent
free taker and Cork will need
to be mindful of this as conced-
ing frees will be punished.

To their credit, Cork worked
hard last day out and despite
trailing they knew it very well
might come down to scoring
difference and as the clock
ticked towards the 60 minute.

Kilkenny led by nine peints
and Cork looked to be heading
out of the championship, but a
goal two minufes into injury
time from a long-range Lexi
Manley free ended up being
crucial for Cork, their never
give up attitude helped get
them over the line.

Lexi Manley is a superb free
taker, and she will and has
shown great accuracy all
through the campaign,

Cliona Harte, Millie Lom-
bard, Clara Murphy, Lauren
O'Connor and Leah Hannigan
are amongst the players who
Mossie O'Sullivan will look to
reach the final, and if they can
show the same fighting spirit
again this time out, it is within
their grasp to get there.

CORK U23s

With two wins under their
belts in the Glen Dimplex U23
All-Ireland camogie cham-
pionship, Jerry Wallace's U23
side take on a Waterford side
chasing their first win tonight
at MTU at 7.30pm in round
three.

Going on results to date,
Cork will be expected to have
top much strength for Water-
ford in this one, and with a
game to go against Kilkenny
on April 19th, they are well
poised to make it to the semi-
final.

CORK U165

The U16A camogie team lost
out to Waterford 2-6 to 1-6 in
their last group game, but
they still managed to grab the
last semi-final spot over Lim-
erick and Waterford.

The three sides were tied in
fourth pace having each won
one game, but thanks to a
better scoring difference Cork

‘have managed to join Kilken-
ny, Galway and Tipperary in
the last four.
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GOLDEN ERA:
round-robin series.

(iara Golden in action for her club, St Finbarr's,

n the All-reland championship
Picture: Larry Cummins

third victory

Cork will look to maintain their per-
fact start to the U23 All-ireland ca-
mogie championship when they
take on Waterford at MTU tonight,
throw-in 7.30pm.

This third round of the round-robin
series sees Cork in confident form after
back to back victories that have under-
lined their potential title credentials.

They opened their campaign with a
hard fought 1-11 to 0-11 away win over
Galway, the defending champions, before
producing a dominant display against
Dublin, running out convincing 5-19 to 0-9
winners in their second outing at home on
Easter Sunday.

Those results have signalled intent
from a Cork side determined to go one
hetter than last season, when they nar-
Em:ily lost out to Galway in the All-Ireland

nal.

Manager Jerry Wallace has been work-
ing hard with this side for some time now
and he will be determined to keep their
winning run going to ensure their qualifi-
cation for the knock-out siages.

o
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Amy 0'Riordan will be one of the players Cork will look to tonight
against Waterford.

Wallace is building confidence in the,
 players and their ability to sustain press-
ure was needed in their win over Galway.
Against Dublin they were ne
under any pressure, in a game they were
always e to win. -
Waterford, meanwhile, are still seeking
their first win of the championship.
They opened with a tough defeat to Kil-
kenny, losing 3-15 to 0-4, and followed that

CAMOGIE

He will face some of the players he witha 1-19 to 0-6 loss against Tipperary in
coached during his time in charge of the round two
Waterford senior side so knows they can't
take anything for granted. 0

B;:lt he has a strong squad as his dis- pete strongly against a fancied Cork side,
posal, wi
power and experience throughout, and
their two performances to date suggest
the Rebels are building momentum as the confidence high, Cork will be targeting
ganmes go on.

Several players have caught the eyein their position in the round-robin stand-
the opening rounds, with Orlaith Cahal-
ane, Ciara Golden and Niamh McNabola

minent.
dd in others like Amy O'Riordah, Ava play that reflects their potential.
Fitzgerald, Amy Sheppard and Rose

Despite the results, the Déise outfit will
be eager to show improvement and com-

th a nice blend of pace, scoring knowing they will have to be at their best
to have any chance of upsetting the odds.
With home advantage at MTU and with
another strong performance to cement
ings. =
Waterford, for their part, will be hoping
to frustrate the Rebels and produce a dis-

All signs point to a Cork win as they

Murphy all who have played their part so continue their push towards their ulti-
far. mate aim — All-Treland success.

Rose Murphy will be hoping to 2dd to her scoring tally against Water
ford this evening.



Second-half goals prove the difference for Clare

Genira Camogie Leagee
Division 1B final
Clare 3-1m
Dublin 0-17
Daragh O Conchiir
UPMC Nowlan Park

They may have been plaved &t
down a little bit yesterday, bust
given how downhearted thew
were following the defeat te
Antrim in last year's final, ift
felt like an important resuli
for Clare to be crowned DivE-
sion 1B champions.

Joint skipper Clare Hehiz
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Finals are for winning. And
winning is a habit. Buz you
need not to be overawed by the
occasion to produce in the oc-
casion.

Galway are All-Ireland
champions thanks to an in-
jury-time point from their
captain , Carrie Dolan, against
Cork last August.

Digging deep is'in their

It doesn’t gnarantee you
victory that you know what
the days silverware are
handed out is about thowgh.

Cathal Murray’s squad had
lost the last fwo Centra Camo-
gie League Division 1A de-
ciders.

But being comfortable gives
you a better chance, not being
overawed, not feeling anor-
mity, not trying to end a leng-
thy famine.

So it was that Galway
scored the last three points —

Wims momumental as part of a
st=llar defensive unit that laid
thee funidation for this victory
in ithe fizst half, ensuring that
Dublin led by only two points,
0-9 10 0-7 at the change of ends.
Lairna MicNamara scored two
goeals anid sub Aine O’Lough-
lira anothier in the second half,
wihile amother sub, Ellen
Casey, allso had a big impact.

Mublim battled hard, and
Afzling Maher and Gaby
Camnch exzeelled, but they could
ned make up the concession of
the threepointers.

Hehir tried to contextualise
it mll, birt ecame down on the
sidle of mnerited celebrations.

a paur from play by Delan and
subCaoinnhe Kelly's second —
to wwrest back the advantage,
hawing trziled after the mar-
velllpus Mairéad O'Brien
drowe over her third score in
the -#tth muinute,

Amart from the opening
guairter, when Waterford
looEs=d crippled with tension,
thezawas mothing between the
sides in terms of application
andl endesvour, But their
know-howw got the job done in
the end.

“[It was a huge battle, we
Enew whiat Waterford were
goimg to bring down here
rod=y, so we're just delighted
to get the win,” said Ciara
Hickey, swho was a stellar

“The goal is getting to a
final, and when you get there,
you want to win it. I think we
put in a performance we can
be proud of, and one that was
good enough to win the
game,” the pragmatic wing-
back said.

“There’s a strong wind, and
vou know it's going to be a
slog, so you want to narrow
the deficit as much as you can,
and we did that. But then at
the same time, the wind
doesn’t win you anything, so
we had to push on again.

“You could see the subs that
came on, the impact they had.
They won us the game, simple

- 0. g0 i

CUP BEARERS: The Galway team and supporters celebrate after victory in the Centra Camogie League Division 1A final. Picture: David R

performer in maroon.

“We knew at half time that,
if we were there or there-
abouts, there was a strong
wind in it.

“We came in level [0-7 each],
we were happy enough with
our performance, but we knew
that there was more in the
tank, so it was just about try-
ing to push on in the second
half.

“There's older girls on the
team that really stood up there
when we needed them to. Im-
pact off the bench was huge as
well, Niamh Niland, Niamh
McInerney, Caoimhe Kelly,
all made such a huge impact,
we were delighted.”

Former skipper Rdisin

as. They had it in the tank to
finish strong, and the goals
were key. Lorna got two and
Aine got one. We have a good
panel now and that's some-
thing we've been working on
the last few years.

“We haven't that much sil-
verware, so we're going to ap-
preciate this while we can.”

McNamara revealed that
her second goal, a rugby-style
intercept and resounding fin-
ish, came as a result of opposi-
tion analysis.

“Looking at them, they ob-
viously like playving across the
goal to the goalkeeper and I
was aware of that, and looking

It's third time Iucky for G
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Black was one of the senior
plavers that played a big role.

“I don't know how many
times we were level through-
out the match, and that re-
flected the game itself,” the
flame-haired full-back noted.
“It was tit-for-tat, and we're
just delighted to come out on
the right side. It showed a re-
silience and a never-say-die
attitude.

“We have experience, but
we were at Waterford's stage
of development at one stage.
We have the target on our
backs this vear. We have all
the experience, and it helps,
but it's whoever is hungrier
and whoeever turns up on the
day is going to be on top."”

out for the opportunity and
glad to take the chance when it
came,"”

Dublin attacker Aisling
O’'Neill was “very disap-
pointed,” more so by the per-
formance than the result. -

“We didn’t show up today,”
said O'Neill. "It feels like we
didn't perform. There was
only three points in it in the
end, so we feel a bit sick. We'll
have to turn it around for next
week in the Leinster Cham-
pionship.

“We probably didn’t do
enough with the wind., We'll
just have to move on.”

Scorers for Clare: L McNamara 2-6 (0-
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Black was involved in a key
incident in the second half, as
Waterford looked to be impos-
ing themselves, when Lor-
raine Bray raced through but
went tumbling under a heavy
challenge from the defender.

The Waterford supporters
were baying for a penalty, but
Liz Dempsey was unmoved,
Was it a penalty?

“1 don't know, ['ll have to
look back on it and see!” came
the response, accompanied by
a broad grin. “Whatever the
ref says, I'll go by."

Bray, who provided another
trademark all-action perform-
ance, also smiled ruefully
when gueried. She wanted to
win a national title, but it

alway

3N, A O'Loughlin 1-1, A Begley 0-1, M
Millea 0-1, A O'Keelle 0-1, G Hehir 0-1,
Dublin: A Maher 0-8 (0-3, 0-2 453), G
O'Shea 0-3, A Gannon 0-2, 8 Wylde 0-2,
S Powar 0-1, A Q'Naill 0-1,

CLARE: D Murphy, § O'Heeaffe, 5 Daly, M
Mulquean, A Walsh, C Hehir, L Daly, R
MecMahon, D Griffin: C Cahill, A O'Kealte,
J Daly; Z Spilane, L McMNamara, R Be-
gley. Subs: M Millea for Gahill (8), E
Casay for McMahon (40), A O'Loughlin
for Milea (43), M Scanlon for L Daly (47),
G Carmody for Begley (59), A Cooney
for J Daly (60).

DUBLIN: C Jones; E O'Byme, A Ryan, E
Addearly, S Power, E Q'Brien, C Gannon,
G Couch, § Wylde, G O'Shea, K Finn-
agan. J Couch; A Gannon, A O'Naill, A
Maher. Subs: E Moran for Finnegan {51),
N Comerford far Power (55), E Kehoe for
O'Byrne (59).

Referee: Cathal McAllister (Coik).

wasn't hard to find positives,
especially given they never
landed a blow when reaching
the 2023 All-Ireland final.

“T'd have given it!" the
Waterford captain remarked.
As for the wider context, Bray
was thoughtful,

“We're disappointed. Hurt, I
suppose. You come s0 close,
it's hard to be beaten by such a
fine margin. But [ eouldn’t be
prouder of the girls out there
today. Unbelievable work rate
to the bitter end — just a few
balls here and there let us
down in the end.

“Coming out of here with a
performance is massive for us,
that we didn't let ourselves
down. We have that consisten-
cy with us coming through the
League and, hopefully, we'll
have that going through from
the Munster Championship as
well.”

Scorers for Galway: C Dolan 0-7(5fs5; C
Kally 0-2; R Hannilly, C Hickoy, N
McPeake, § Corcoran 0-1.gach
Watarford: M O'Brien, N Rocketi{fs) 0-3
oach; B Carton 0-2; K Corbett Barry, E
O'Maill, A Flynn 0-1 2ach.

GALWAY: 3 Healy, R Hannifty, R Black,
D Higgins, K Manning, C Hickey, K A
Paortar, J Hughes, C Dolan, N Mallon, M
McPeake, A Donohue, S Corcoran, M
Ditlon, A Barry,

Subs: C Kelly for Barry (41); N Niland for
Coarcoran (55), N Mclnerney for Mallon
(B0 +1).

WATERFORD: B O'Regan, A McNulty, K
Corbett Barry, ¥ Falconer, R Walsh, C
Carroll, L Forresl, © Hickey, L Bray, E
O'Neill, B Carton, A Fiynn, M O'Brian, M
Rockatt, B Bowdran,

Subs: C Sharlock for Bowdren (ht), M
Gostl for O'Neill (41), R Kirwan for Flynn
(45), A O Sullivan for Q'Brien (80).
Roferee: Liz Dempsey (Kilkenny).

Collins goal key as Kerry seal league and promotion

Centra Camogie League

Division 2 final
Kerry . 1-7
Meath 0-8
Murt Murphy

Kerry produced a stirring sec-
ond-half fightback to dafeat
Meath in this keenly contested
Division 2 final, played &t a
windswept Banagher.

The result also means that
the Kingdom will be playing
Diwvision 1 hurling next vear.

Meath, who played withthe
elements in the opening half,
retired 0-6 to 0-2 in front, but
did not have a bigienoughofa

lzadl at half time to stave off
the Eerry fghtback,

Kizrry weere not at their best
up firent, amd they could even
affoerd to aniss a penalty and
still wwin a:s Meath could only
miuster iwo second-half
poimts, both from Roisin
Heamney. Patrice Diggin top-
scorrad witdh seven points, al-
thomigh ske will not be best
plemsed at having her penalty
brifllizntly saved by Meath
keeper Maggie Randle mid-
way throwzgh the second half.

Drigzin gave Kerry the ideal
startt with 2 pointed free inside
the opening minutes after
Amey 0'Sutllivan was fouled.

Nieath, with Sophie Payne

excelling in defence, and
Emma Regan along with Ciara
Foley causing the Kerry de-
fence some discomfort, were
soon up and running with a
Heaney 45 after a huge block
by Sara Murphy on Foley as
she looked for an early goal.

Emma Regan then added
two points from play, but
Kerry's attacks were repelled
by some superb Meath defend-
ing. Caoimhe Spillane was
winning good ruck ball, while
Diggin's leadership was al-
ways to the fore. Two Heaney
frees saw Meath move in
front, 0-5 to 0-1, but they
needed more, as the wind to
their backs was a factor.

Diggin added a Kerry free
before half time, while Heaney
responded in kind as Meath
led 0-6 to (-2 at the interval.

Kerry dominated pos-
session for most of the third
quarter, but only had a Diggin
free to show for it as Jackie
Horgan struck the post. Then,
in the 43rd minute, Kerry
were awarded a penalty for a
push on Horgan, but Maggie
Randle saved the day bril-
liantly.

Heaney added a superb
point from near the sideline,
and it was 0-7 to 0-3 at the end
of the third quarter. But Kerry
and Diggin in particular
raised their game, with three

subs appearing to give the
Kingdom new impetus as dual
playver Danielle O'Leary ap-
peared to unsettle Meath.
Diggin added a point from
play and a free, and in the 55th
minute an Amy O'Sullivan
sitdeline was not cleared and
supersub, Shannon Collins,
finish to the net. Suddenly
Kerry were in front 1-5 to 0-7,
but Meath refused to give up
as Heaney levelled from a free,
Kerry went for broke, and
after Diggin converted a 45 to
restore Kerry's lead, the same
player pushed Kerry two clear
and over the line after Randle
tlenied Jackie Horgan a moal
with another incredible save.

Kerry repeated their Divi-
sion 2 league final win of 2022,
by a margin of one point more
this time,

Scorers for Kerry: P Diggin (0-7, 415,
2'45'a). 5 Collins (1-0)

Meath: R Heaney [0-6, 4's. 1°45), E
Regan {0-2)

KERRY: A Fitzgerald; R McGarthy, §
Murphy, M Costello; R Quinn, M Leen, E
O'Doenoghus; P Diggin, G Spillans; A
O'Sullivan, J Horgan, K Lynch; R O'Con-
nor, L Collins, £ Conway. Subs: S Collins
for K Lynch (43}, D O'Leary for E Con-
way (43), A Behan lor R Quinn (43).
MEATH: M Randio; S Payne, M Clince, R
Meoran; L Devine, ADennelly, A O'Nelll; A
Lally, E Burke: O O'Halloran, A Carey, R
Heaney; E Regan, G Folay, E Q'Brien,
Subs: | O'Gonnor for a Carey (17), G
Caonnally for A Lally (45).

Referee: J McAllister (Antrim)



Cork’s Amy O'Riordan pops a pass against Waterford at MTU.

Picture: Noel Sweeney

Cork U23s Impress
again with a big win
over Waterford

Cork 2-21
Waterford 0-3

Cork have qualified for the
semi-finals of the Glen Dim-
plex All-Ireland U23A Camo-
gie Championship by defeat-
ing Waterford in a one-sided
encounter at MTU.

The greasy conditions from
heavy rainfall didn't help
Waterford, with all of their
scores coming in the first half
from placed-balls. Cork
playved a more open game,
with the majority of their
scores coming from play.

With wind advantage in the
opening half, Waterford made
the better start, but Cork goal-
keeper Anna Kearney pulled
off a spectacular save, before
her side seized the initiative.

Niamh McNabola got the
game's opening score, for
Cork, but this was cancelled
out when Rhona Drohan con-
verted a free for Waterford.

Cork had Waterford pinned
back as Ciara Morrisson,
Ciara Golden, and McNabola
each tagged on unanswered
points from play, to give Cork
a lead of 04 to 0-1.

Cork continued to have
Waterford on the back foot
and they stretched the margin
by a further three points as Ei-
mear Duignan set up Amy
Sheppard for the game’s open-
ing goal in the 10th minute,

Morrisson tagged on a
further point for Cork midway
through the opening half, be-
fore Drohan responded with
two unanswered points from
placed-balls for Waterford.

Approaching the interval,
Golden added her second
point for Cork and Sheppard
also chipped in with two
points, including a 45. This
gave Cork a half-time lead of 1-
it fo 0-3.

The second half was one-
way traffic in Cork's favour,
as they laid siege to the Water-
ford goal. Sheppard got the
first point of the second half,
two minutes after the restart,

CAMOGIE
i Leonard Allen

as she slotted over a free.

In the 33rd minute, Morris-
son set up Golden for Cork’s
second goal, to extend their
lead to 2-9 to 0-3.

Cork added a further five
unanswered points by Golden,
Duignan, Orlaith Cremins,
MeNabola, and Amy
McCarthy.

Waterford had their mo-
ments as they lifted the siege.
Persistent fouling was prov-
ing to be gostly for Cork, but
wayward shooting was prov-
ing to be Waterford's undoing.

Sheppard and Rose Murphy
got further points for Cork, be-
fore Waterford gained the
upper hand, but Cork's de-
fence held firm.

Cork had Waterford back on
the defensive in the closing
stapes,

McNabola tagged on two
points from play. Murphy and
Duignan each added further
points, before Sheppard com-
pleted the scoring with a free
in stoppage time.

Scorers for Cork: A Sheppard 1-5 (0-2
1, 0-1 45). C Golden 1-3, N Mchabola 0-

5, C Marrisson, A McCarthy, R Murphy 0-
2 each, E Duignan, O Cromins 0-1 gach.
Waterford: R Drohan 0-3 (0-2 1, 0-1 45).
CORK: A Kearney (Blackrock); M de
Burca (Carrigtwohill), A Barrett (Agha-
bulllegue), A O'Riordan (Ballinora); L
O'Donovan (St Finbarr's), L Dunlea
(Sarsfields), K Goulding (Ballincollig): A
McCarthy (Clonakilty), E Duignan (Mal-
low); N McNabola (Cloughduv), R
Murphy. (Ballinora), © Gremins (Eire
Og); A Sheppard (Cloughduv), C Morris-
son {Gasllelyons), G Golden (St Fin-
barr's).

Subs: A O'Sullivan (Maltow) for Gould-
ing (14, inj), E Curtin (Blackrack) for
Goldan, E Crowloy (Inniscarra) for hor-
risson (both 43). '
WATERFORD: H Acheson; K Brazil, F
Murphy, E Foran; C Ryan, A Harllay, H
O'Sullivan; R Mason, O Whelan; A Fer-
guson, M Kenneally, E Gritfen; M Kear-
nay, R Drohna, K Mcintosh.

Subs; D Roche for Foran (h-1), J Landers
for Kenneally, H Godkin for E Grilfen
(both 43), Feran for Drohan (57).
Referee: Donncha O'Callaghan (Limar-
ick).

iHolly 0'Sullivan, of Waterford, solos past Cork's Eimear Duignan.

A

Cork captain Meabh Cahalane said
her side can’t wait for Sunday's
knock-out game against Tipperary in
the Munster camogie championship
at FBD Semple Stadium, Thurles,
throw-in 2pm.

The game is a double header with the
same two counties playing the men's
championship at 4pm, and the sold-out
signs went up on this fixture some time
ago.

Meabh and her teammates are hoping
the Cork crowd will be in early to help
drive them on to victory, as they bid to
make up for a poor league campaign.

Cork are the defending champions, hav-
ing claimed the provincial crown in 2024,
with no final played last year due to the
skorts v shorts issue.

Last vear's decider was called off the
night before the Rebels were due to meet
Waterford in the decider, and with a tight
fixture calendar, the final was never
played.

That's confined to history now as
Meabh again leads the side as captain for
a second successive season.

Speaking at the launch of the Munster
championship, also held at Semple Sta-
dium, the St Finbarr’s star acknowledged
that Cork’s league campaign fell well
short of expectations but insisted it has
provided important learnings ahead of
championship. : :

“Upon reflection, it was a very different
league campaign to last year,” said
Meabh. “at the start, going in against
Waterford, there were only two or three of
pur mare established players, which is
tough because there are players who
hadn’t played for Cork at that level and
were coming up from U23.

“It was great they got game time, butit's
a huge step up and probably a tough
couple of weeks to find their feet and get
Jinto the rhythm of training.”

Cork managed just one league victory
and one draw, narrowly avoiding rel-
egation, but Meabh felt performances im-
proved as the competition went on.

“The Kilkenny game was probably our

best performance, We didn’t perform in

Cork captain Meabh Cahalane at the launch of the Munster Camegie Championship at FBD Semple Stadium, Thurles. Picture: INPHO/Morgan Treacy

Meabh relishing
Munster test

CAMOGIE

the second half against Tipperary — we
could lkave come out with the win but
could also have lost, so a draw was prob-
ablv fair. There was disappointment
again the last day sgainst Galway.

“Maybe it shows the amount of work we
have 1o do. For a tzam that has lost a few
kev plawers, we need to find our rhythm
and gzt a bit of momentum. But we can"t
look beyond the Tibp game, and that's
what we're preparing for at the moment.”

Mezbh szid games during the league
were vital for thoss new faces.

“Tt nearly was the opposite last year
whenyou had 16, 17 or 18 players with All-
Ireland experience. This year, not even a
thirdof the t2am had that, so you must be
patient. The girls are eager to learn, and
hopefully the learnings from the league
will stand to them.”

Mesbh said last season’s narrow loss to
Galwsy in the All-Ireland final remains a
motivation for thesquad. .

“Last year was s disappointing, losing
by a point, nd ws probably didn't per-
form to our potential in the first half. But
vou coildn't say we didn't show the fight-
ing character of the group in the second
half. even when we were down to 14
players: That's something we can draw on
this year.”

While Cork start their Munster journey
in Thurles; she was clear about the wider
championship landscape.

“This year, we're the hunters. Galway
are the standardbearers. Even from what
we saw in the league, they're balanced,
very physical, move the ball fast, and get
their dengerots players on it."”

Mesbh was alse delighted to see the
four (hurling, camogie, ladies football,

and men's otball) championships all
being lzunched together at Thurles a few
weeks ago.
“Camogie has come on leaps and

Meabh Cahalane in action against Galway's
Niamh Mallon during their Centra (amogie
League Division 1A clash at Kenny Park, Athen-
ry. Picture: INPHO/Tom ('Hanlon

bounds since I started with Cork in 2015.
Physicality is different, players are more
athletic, and having the four codes here
together is a step in the right direction.

“We want to be playing in front of big
erowds, in that heat of Munster cham-
pionship, in front of 30 or 40 thousand
people.”

The occasion also has a strong family
appeal for the Cahalane household, with
Méabh's brother Damien involved with
the hurlers and her partner Tim O'Ma-
hony also part of the panel.

“Tp have us plaving on the same day, at
the same venue, under the one roof, is
brilliant, not just for families bu for clubs
too.”

But for now, their focus is firmly on
Tipp and nothing else. ; @

“We're really going out to win the
Munster championship. That's what Wi
train for. Tipp were very impressive

against us in the league, especias Hiefr
work rate in the forward line. But that's
what you want, Munster camogie is fly4
ing, and there's real biteinitnows™
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U23sonaroll

CORK -2
WATEHFOHD 0-3
GER McCARTHY REPORTS

CORK have qualified for the
All-Ireland U23 Camogie
Championship semi-finals with
two games tospare. -

The unbeaten Rebels won
their third round-robin game
in a row when they hammered
Waterford at MTU Cork on Fri-
day evening. As a result, the
Rebels are through to the last
four ahead of their remaining
group games against Kilkenny
and Tipperary.

“We are delighted to get to
the semi-finals and hope to
drive it on from there,’ Clonak-
ilty’s Amy McCarthy told The

Southern Star.
‘I think beating (All-Ireland
' champions) Galway in our first
game lifted our spirits. We be-
lieve in ourselves now. The Cork
seniors playing with us are obvi-

ously a big asset too.
‘Hopefully, they can keep
driving us on and keep our
standards high. It's so com-
petitive in this squad. You are
constantly kept on your toes
as starting places aret guar

anteed.

 Amid awful weather condi-
tions, Cork managed to build
a 1-5 to 0-1 lead inside the first
ten minutes. Niamh McNab-
ola and Rhona Drohan (free)
exchanged scores before Ci-
ara Morrison edged the Rebels
back in front. The same player
wasted a goal chance prior t@

Cork lose out to |

Kilkenny in minor
All-ireland semi-final

Kilkenny
Cork

0-16
0-11

There was disappointment for
the Cork minor camogie team
as Kilkenny got the upper
hand in their Electric All-Ire-
land camogie semi-final at the
Ragg recently.

Playving with the aid of a
gale force wind holders Kil-
kenny made the better start.

Four points in a row inside
the opening 10 minutes gave
Kenny a good start.

Ona Kennedy with one
point from a 45 and a free, and
one apiece from Amy O'Shea
and Emily Phelan helped
settle the defending cham-
pions.

Cork battling against the el-
ements worked the ball well
and they opened their account
with a pointed Lexi Manley
free 13 minutes in and as the
strong wind continued to
make conditions difficult,
both sides were working ex-
tremely hard.

Cork were winning an equal
amount of possession and a
Leah Mellionin point nar-
rowed the gap before Kilkenny
hit four points in a row with
Holly Rvan, Shauna Mahony,
Ona Kennedy, and Amy
('Shea all on target.

Kilkenny bad a let off on 20
minutes when a superb effort
from Leah Melliouin hit the
sides netting.

Holly Ryan then extended
the Kilkenny lead linking up
well with Emily Phelan before
smartly clipping it over the
bar to put Kilkenny seven
points in front with five min-
utes to the break.

Cork were under huge
pressure as Kilkenny were
continuing to press and they
were controlling matters as
the clock ticket towards the
half time whistle they added
four points in succession.

Holly Ryan with two points
and Ona Kennedy and Shauna
hMahony had one each to see
Kilkenny lead 0-10 to 0-2 at the
break.

Cork applied huge pressure
on the restart and they had
narrowed the gap to six points
as they pushed forward with
the aid of the wind.

Four points without reply.
lone from Drls._Troyvand three

i B Fonem
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ley had Cork right back into |
the game.

Eleven minutes into the half
Ona Kennedy pointed a Kil- |
kenny free. !

Lexi Manley responded |
with a point from play as Cork |
continued to win a lot of pos-
3885101,

Entering the final guarter
Kilkenny led 0-13 to 0-7.

Cork were pressing hard.

Ona Kennedy took the
pressure off Kilkenny point-
ing a forty five.

Lexi Manlev pointed a Cork
free. Again, Shauna Mahony
replied and Cork had a let off
as Kilkenny hit the upright
with a blistering shot.

Leah Melliouin narrowed
the gap with a Cork point and
with nine minutes on the stop-
watch every possession was
vital,

Kilkenny were carrying the
ball out of the danger zone
against the wind as Cork
worked to win possession and
battled to get vital scores.

Orla Troy and Lexi Manley
both pointed frees to put four
between the sides with a min-
ite remaining.

Una Kennedy had one point
for Kilkenny as the clock en-
tered injury time.

Cork pressed and pressed
but failed to breach a strong
Kilkenny defence, who ad-
vance to the final.

Seorers for Kilkenny: O Kannedy (0-7,
f'sj; H Ayan, S Mahony 0-3 sach, A
O'Shea 0-2, E Phelan (0-1).
Cork: L Manley 0-7 {0-5 I's); L Meillouin,
Oirla Troy 0-2 each.
Corl: K Crowley (Courcey Rovers ); T
O'Nelll (Fr ©° Nelli's): A Ashman (Kill-
aggh), S Donohua (Blarnay): A Halpin
(Stizhh Bua), G ©'Donnell (Siabh Rua),
M Lombard (c) (Balinhassig) ; G Ryam:
{(Mewtcwmshandmum); O Troy (Newtosn-
shandrumd; G Murphy (Eire Og), ), L
Manlay (Aghabullogue), L O Connor
{Killsagh): C Harte (Barryros), L Mail-
llcu{{n {inniscara), L Hannigan (Baflincol-
ligj.
S?.lha: £ Healy (Eire 0g) for L O'Connar
i), C Hayes (5t Cathering's)) for A Hal-
pin (39, C Foley (Courcay Rovers) for C
Murpthy (50},
Kllkenny: E Watson; H Tannyson, E
Marissay, M Duggan; G Hickey, O Ken
nacly, © Teshan: S Doheny, E Oohany: A
O Grady, S Mahony; H Ryan; E Phalan {
). R Crowdey, A O Shea
Subs: $ Shefiiin lor 3 Deheny (38, T
Cody for R Growley (50), E Treacy for A
'Ir;;?ﬁhaa {54), K O Shea for A O Grady
i

Ciara Golden and McNabola
splitting the posts.
Next, Cloughduv's Amy

Sheppard gained possession
and raced clear before finding
the bottom corner, Another
Morrison point made it 1-5 to
0-1. Waterford stuck to their
task, and a Drohan free and
45 reduced the deficit, Mol-
ly Kearney had a goal chance
saved by Cork goalkeeper Anna
Kearney before McNabola and
two Sheppard scores sent Cork
in 1-8 to 0-3 ahead at half time.
Jerry Wallace’s side com-
pletely dominated the second
period. A rampant Cork added
1-13 and prevented Waterford
from increasing their total.
Ciara Golden netted Cork’s
second goal in a half McNabo-
la, Sheppard, Amy McCarthy,

cCarthy dreaming big as Cork

Rose Murphy, Eimear Duignan
and Orlaith Cremin fired over a
flurry of superb points.

Tougher tests lie ahead but
last year's All-Ireland run-
ners-up Cork are in good shape
heading towards the business
end of the competition.

“We were disappointed with
our first-half performance to-
night,’ Amy McCarthy admit-
ted. ‘We were lacking energy
and not making our usual runs
off the shoulder. At half-time
we said that we would start
again at nil-nil, see if we could
keep them scoreless and keep
the ball moving.'

Scorers

Cork: A Sheppard 1-5 (3fhN
McNabela 0-6:C Gaolden1-2;C
Marrison, A McCarthy, R Murphy

0-2 each; E Dulgnan, © Cremin 0-1
each.

Waterford: R Drohan 0-3 (2f, 45).
Cork: A Kearmiey (Blackrock)M
de Burca{Carrigtwohill), A Barrett
{Aghabuliogue), A O'Riordan
(Ballinora); L 0'Bonovan (St
Finbarr's),L Dunlea (Sarsfields), K
Goulding (Ballincollig); A McCarthy
{Clonakilty), E Dulgnan (Mallow); N
MeNabola (Cloughduv), R Murphy
(Ballinora), 0 Cremin (Elre Og): A

Sheppard (Cloughduv), CMorrison
(Castlelyons), C Golden (captain, St

Finbarr's).

Subs: A O'Sullivan (Mallow) for K
Goulding (14.4nf), S Musphy (Glen
Rovers) for € Golden{(41), E Curtin
(Blackrock) for CMorrison (41),E
Crowley {Inniscarra) for E Duignan

(47), K Cahalane (St Finbarr's) for L

O'Donovan (48),

“Waterford: H Acheson; K Brazil. F

Murphy, E Foran; € Ryan, A Hartley,
H O'Sullivan; R Mason, O Wheltan
(joint-captaln); A Ferguson, M
Keneally, E Griffen; M Kearney, R
Drohan {joint-captain), K Mcintosh,
subs: D Roche for E Foran (ht), )
Landers for E Griffen (41),H Godkin
for A Hartley (41), EForanfor R
Drohan (55, inj}.

Referee: D
O'Callaghan
(Limerick).

Amy McCarthy

Niamh Mallon (Gaillimh)
anus Meabh Cahalane

(Corcaigh). Ba é bua
ung;ﬁnach na Gaillimhe

ar Choreaigh a chinntigh a
n-ait sa chluiche cean:rg}ais.
Ar chlé: Imreoir Phort Lairge,
MNiamh Rockett. GrianGHRAF.



Féile nanGaelahuge

occasion for

Cork camodgie player

CANOGIE
= Mary Newman

Féile na nGael camogie gets
underway on Saturday at ve-
nues throughout the county.

Different venues will host
the Division 1, 2and 3 competi-
tions.

Féile is a huge occasion for
young camogie players and it
is a day that they all re-
member.

A huge amount of work has
gone into organising what is
essentially a day of celebra-
ting all that is good about
underage camogie and whilst
all clubs will battle to make it
to the later stages of the com-
petition it is essentially about
enjoving the oceasion,

There are three divisions
with games form one end of
the count to the other.

Division 1:

Group 1 is hosted by New-
townshandrum, starting at
10am and they are joined by
Milford, Aghabullogue, Midle-
ton 1 and Eire Og 1.

Group 2 takes place in In-
niscarra, starting at 1.30pm,
with Ballinhassig, Blarney
Douglas and Mallow 1 in that
group. ;

Group 3 will take place In -
Charleville, with throw in at
10am, with Barryroe, Valley
Rovers, Fermoy and Ballincol-
lig 1 all in action here.

Group 4 is at 12 noon in Kill-
eagh with Watergrashill, Sars-
fields 1 and Carrigaline play-
ing each other in this group.

In division 1, the semi-finals
and final are down for deci-
sion on April 30,

The winners of group 1 meet
the winner of group 4 and the
group 2 winners meet the
group 3 winners,

Division 2:

Giroup 1 is in Ballincollig at
12.30pm, where their second
team host Nemo Rangers,
Mallow 2, Castlemartyr and
Fr O Neill's.

Group 2 is hosted by St Fin-
barr’s and has Kinsale, Midle-
ton 2 and Watergrashill 2 in
this group and this gets under-
way at 1pm. -

Group 3 hosts are Eire Og 2
and they will be joined at
11.30am by Bandon, Clough-
duv, and Bride Rovers.

Group 4 begins at 11.30am in
Ballyhea, with Ballinora,
Newcestown and Sarsfields 2
in action,

Group 5 goes ahead in Clon-
akilty at 10.30am, where they
welcome Castlelyons, Sliabh /
Rua and Youghal,

Group 6 is on in Bishop-

Padraic Treacy, chairman Cork Camogie, presents Mallow's Sarah
McCormack with the Division 2 Cork Féile trophy.

youNng

Mairead Lynch, development of-
ficer Cork Camogie Board, pres-
ents the Féile Division 1trophy to
Blarney captain Eabha Lynch.

stown at 11am, where they
host Cobh, St Catherine’s and
Erin's Own.

Group 7is on in Millstreet at
11am, with Carrigtwohill, Kil-
brittain — Timoleague and
Brian Dillon's in action.

Group 8 is on in Courcey
Rovers, starting at 1pm, with
Banteer, Kilworth, and Innisc-
arra 2 in this group.

In division 2, there are four
gquarter finals which take
place on April 25th, -

The winners of group 2 will
play the winners of group 5.

The winner of group 7 will
face the winner of group 4.

The winner of group 1 will
meet the winner of group 8.

The winner of Group 6 will
play the winner of group 3 and
the winner of group 6 will play
the winner of group 3.

The semi-finals take place
in division 2 on April 29.

Division 3:

Group 1 is being hosted by
Ballinascarthy in St Oliver
Plunkett's GAA Grounds in
Ahiohill, starting at 11am.

Here it's Glen Rovers, Kil-
bree, Ballygarvan and Na
Piarsaigh. ;

Group 2 is on at 10.30am in
Crosshaven, with Aghada,
Tractom, St Colm's and Gren-
agh in action.

Group 3 starts at 10am in
Dungourney, where they are
joined by Kildorrey, Ennis-
keane, Rockban and Whites
Cross. =

Group 4 is on in Laochra Og,
starting at 10am, they are
joined by Passage West, Black-
rock and St Vincent's. f

In Division 3, the semi-fin-
als and final are on April 28th.
The winner of group 1 plays
the winner of group 2 and the
group 3 winners will play the
group 4 winner.
Best of Iuck to all and here’s
hoping for an enjoyable Feile
competition.

Cork exit Munster
championship

TIPPERARY 1-18
CORK 2-9
BY MATTHEW HURLEY

GER Manley’s Cork side will
look ahead to the All-Ireland
championship after Tipperary
ended their Munster camogie
championship interest in
this quarter-final in Semple
Stadium.

It was the Rebels’ fourth loss
in six competitive games this
year, but a prolonged period of
rest could do the Rebels good
as injuries to key players are
;aking a toll on the season so

ar.

Their next game is their All-
Ireland championship opener
against holders Galway in June.

Tipp made their mark from
the off and hit 0-4 without
reply inside five minutes. Grace
O’'Brien (2), Caocimhe Stakelum

and Kate Ralph put the home
side in control.

Cork, to their credit,
responded with three of the
next four points as Saoirse
McCarthy started to pull the
strings with 0-2 while Sorcha
McCartanalso found the targer.

Tipp found their groove
again, outscoring Cork by 0-4
to 0-1 between the 13th and
27th minutes to make it 0-9
1o 0-4,

Cork got a lifeline, however,
as a brilliant turnover by
McCartan put Orlaith
Cahalane through on goal, The
5t Finbarr's player fired home
to get the Rebels back in the
game,

Niamh McNabola almost
netted again for Cork but her
pass was intercepted by Tipp
full-back Mairead Eviston.

Cork’s McNabola and Tipp’s
O'Brien traded scores to leave
it 0-10 to 1-5at the break.

Manley's team did start
the second-half stronger and
took the lead through three
MeCarthy frees.

The home side regained
the advantage courtesy of
Eimear McGrath and Eimear
Heffernan but Laura Hayes
levelled it, 0-12
to 1-9. e i

Another SEsSci
Cork goal i
chance |
drifted away
after

McCartan was hooked before
she attempted to strike.

It was Tipp who took a firm
grip on this quarter-final
though with 1-4 unanswered
and killed off Cork’s challenge.

McGrath was particularly on
fire during this time with 1-3.
Her goal, assisted by O'Brien,
was hit with an effort that gave
Cork netminder Amy Lee no
chance. That left it 1-16 to 1-9 -
game over.

Substitute Keeva McCarthy
got her name on the scoresheet
with a goal but it was too little,
too late,

It's back to the drawing board
now for the Rebels, who will be
hoping for better luck in the
All-Ireland series.

Scorers

Cork: Orfaith Cahalane 1-1;
Saoirse McCarthy 0-5 (4f); Keeva
McCarthy 1-0; Sorcha McCartan,
Niamh MeNabola, Laura Hayes 0-1
each,

Tipperary: Eimear McGrath 1-4
(3f); Grace O'Brien 0-3; Cacimhe
Stakelum 0-2 (1f); Kate Ralph

0-2; Eimear Heffernan 0-2; Jean
Kelly 0-2; Karin Blalr 0-2; Clodagh
Mcintyre 0-1.

Cork: Amy Lee (Na Plarsaigh);
Meabh Murphy (Baliinora), Libby
Coppinger (St Colum's), Meabh
Cahalane (5t Finbarr's); lzzy
O'Regan (Ballygarvan), Laura
Hayes (St Catherine's), Ava
Fitzgerald (Sarsfields); Millie
Condon (Ballinascarthy), Orlaith
Cremin (Eire Og); Emma Murphy
(Glen Rovers), Orlaith Cahalane
{StFinbarr's), Saoirse McCarthy
(Courcey Rovers); Hayley Ryan
(Blackrock). SorchaMcCartan
(St Finbarr's), Ava McAuliffe
(Castlemartyr).

Subs: Miamh McMabola

(Cloughduv) for E Murphy (23),

Keeva McCarthy (St Finbarr's) for

O Cremin (44), Cllona O'Callaghan

(Blackrock) for A McAuliffe {52),

I{iac;iel Harty (Ballyhea) forH Ryan
56).

Tipperary: Laura Leenane; Amy
Quinlisk, Mairead Eviston, Eimear
Loughman; Karin Blalr, Celine
Guinan, Cacimhe McCarthy: Karen
Kennedy, Kate Ralph; Aoife Dwyer,
Raisin Howard, Clodagh Mcintyre;
Caolmhe Stakelum, Eimear
McGrath, Grace O'Brien,

Subs: Cacimhe Maher for C Guinan

(ht), Elmear Heffernan for A

Dwyer (39), Lucy Purcell for K

Ralph (52), Miamh Treacy for

RHoward (56), Jean Kelly
for E McGrath {60).

. Referee: Donnacha
O'Callaghan (Limerick),

Courcey Rovers'
Saoirse McCarthy
scored 0-5 against

Tipperary.
{Photo:Bryan |
KeanelINPHD)

‘Green
machine’
can feed
off Pairc
support

Camogie

Therese O'Callaghan

Tipperary are Limerick’s

opposition in tomorrow's

Munster Senior Camogie

Championship semi-final in

SuperValu Pairc Ui

Chaoimh.

After two productive
tern}s with the juniors, it is
David Deady's first year ma-
naging the Limerick senion
team. He is in charge of the
county U23s as well.

'Limerick finished third in

Division 1B of the league and
are through to the All-Ire-
land U23B semi-final with a
game to spare, so he is satis-
fied. “As a new manage-
ment, we were guite pleased
with how the league went.
Overall, it was very positive.
We were unlucky not to
make the final, We lost to
Clare by a goal and they
went on to win 1B and were
promoted,” he said.

“We have a squad of about
42 and there are about 31 of
them U23, so there is a big
crossover between the two
panels and we are finding
that very beneficial,

“We know we're not far
away, which is great. With
the profile of the squad, that
bodes well for next year and
the year after to get up to 14,
which is the ultimate goal.”

Tipperary have had the
benefit of a quarter-final vie-
tory over Cork, albeit it will
be a quick turnaround. They
are a Division 1A team too.

_“Tipp are very impres-
sive,"” said the manager, who
is also Bruree GAA secre-
tary. “I thought they were a
much stronger team and had
a lot more scoring opportun-
ities than Cork."”

But the ‘green machine’
benefit from unwavering
support, and the hope is
Deady’s charges can feed off
this. “We have the unigue
opportunity in that it is a
Cork and Limerick same we
are playing before, so it will
be lovely to see the Limerick
crowd in early and, hope-
fully, the girls can show how
much they are trying to
progress and close that gap.

“If we can stay with Tipp
for the first 35/40 minutes
and_ you see the crowd
coming in, you get an extra
bit of energy from that as
well. They could be the 16th
person for us.

“The group is very excited
about the opportunity to

play in the bigger stadium to
experience that level of at-
mosphere that we haven't
had so far this yvear. We are a
projeet. It is going to take
two to three vears to get
these girls up to the top
table. That doesn't mean we
can't get there in the short
term either."
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Celine Gordon of Tipperary and Sorcha McCartan of Cork contesta

dropping ball.

Manley: We're just not
taking our chances

It was not to be for Cork in
their camogie championship
clash with Tipperary and
manager Ger Manley was ob-
viously disappointed after-
wards.

As well as losing his other
concern was the fact they now
will have no competitive game
until June, when they start
their All-Treland series away
to Galway.

“We are very disappointed
to lose but in fairness to the
girls they battled to the end, it
was always going to bea tough
challenge coming up here, but

ithey gave it everything,” said
Manley.

“We had a couple of chances
there in the second half for a

,goal, and maybe if we took one
we might have won.

“T thought we played quite
well at the start of the second
half and were on top. We're
just not taking our chances.

“You know, we're struggl-
ing a bit up front and look we
just have to get on with it and
prepare now for the All-Tre-

land championship in seven or
eight weeks time.

“To be fair to Tipp, they are
a good side they're very good
hurlers. When we played
against them in the league
there wasn't much in it and
the same today.

“But look, at the moment,
we're struggling to get scores
and hopefully we'll improve in
the next couple of weeks, be-
cause if we don't, I'll be talk-
ing about the same thing

“We're just not creating
chances, and you need at least

| P le.

Picture: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile
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B Rory Noonan

80 or 19 points towina game in
camogie, and we're just a good
bit away from it at the mo-
ment.

“Second half we improved a
bit, were well in the game, but
we struggled a bitnear the end
of the game again, some of
these girls are playing with
this level for the first time and
it’s going to take a bit of time
to get used to it.

“We've a couple of plavers
to come back up front, hope-
fully we'll get them back for

the championship. We're just | Tipperary 1-18
lacking a small bit of experi-
ence there and that will only | Cork 2-9

come with time.

“In fairness they're putiing
savage effort in over the last
couple of weeks, and we just
have to push on now.”

Cork will now have no com-
petitive game until June,
something that is a concern
for Manley.

“It's hard to get challenge
games, but we have a few of
them involved with the 123
side, about nine, and they
have qualified for the All-Ire-
land semi-final, so that will
give them a couple of games.

“But we need a few games,
you can see there we were a bit
rusty, we weren't sharp and
yvou can train all you want but

Disappointment for Cork as they lost
out to Tipperary in their Munster
Senior Camogie championship
quarter-final clash at FBD Semple
Stadium on Sunday.

Overall, Tipp were the better side and
were deserving winners on the day, des-
pite the best efforts of the likes of Laura
Hayes, Libby Coppinger, Ava Fitzgerald
and Meabh Murphy in particular.

The loss now means that Cork won't
have a competitive game until June when
their All-Ireland campaign starts away to
Galway, as the Munster championship is
a knock-out competition.

Grace O'Brien opened the scoring for
Tipp just 30 seconds in before Orlaith Ca-
halane set up Cork's first attack, which

you need games. | wascleared.

“We'll go back training this Caoimhe Stakelum got Tipp's second
week and we’ll give them a | point as they were quicker to settle, to
weelk off around the bank boli- | make it 0-2 to no score after four minutes.

day weekend and drive on

Orlaith Cremin burst forward for Cork.
after that.” &

but again the Tipp defence guelled the
danger.

O'Brien added another, with Kate
Ralph also on target as Tipp led by 04 to
no score with seven minutes gone.

Sorcha McCartan got Cork off the mark

Saoirse McCarthy takes a free against Tipp.

Picture: Eddie O'Hare

Picture: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile

two minutes later, with Karin Blair reply-
ing at the other end.

Saoirse McCarthy got Cork's second
point and she was on target again from a
free, to make it 0-5 to 0-3 after 13 minutes,

Eimear McGrath pushed Tipp further
ahead as they were enjoying the better of
the opening exchanges as Cork had vet to

settle.

Clodagh McIntyre pushed Tipp further
ahead as Cork were finding it hard to get
out of their own half.

Karen Kennedy added another before
Orlaith Cahalane replied for Cork, to
make it 0-8 to 0-4 after 25 minutes.

A brilliant turnover by McCartan put
Cahalane through on goal and she made
no mistake to put Cork back in contention
as the made it 1-4 to 0-9,

The tips of Mairead Eviston’s fingers
denied Cork a second goal just before half
time.

A ball across from Cahalane to Niamh
McNabola was intercepted by Eviston at
full stretch to deny Cork the chance of a
second green flag. 3

McNabola pointed from distance just
before the half time whistle to see Cork
trail by 1-5 to 0-10 at the break.

McCarthy got the opening score of the
second half, from a free, to put only one
between the sides.

After 36 minutes, the Rebels were back
on level terms, when McCarthy scored
from another free.

Cork took the lead for the first time in
the 30th minute when McCarthy pointed
from another free, to make it 1-8 to 0-10.

Eimer Heffernan, not long on as a sub,
equalised for Tipp with MeGrath putting
them back in front from a long distance
free.

Laura Hayes had the sides level before
another free from MeGrath, somewhat a
harsh decision, put Tipp back in front.

Cork had another goal chance when
MeCartan was plaved in, but she was

Cork crash out of
Munster camogie
championship

hooked just as she was about to strike.

MeGrath hit two more from frees, be-
fore she struck the killer blow with two
minutes left, i

O'Brien played her in on geal and she
gave Amy Lee no chance of saving, to
make it 1-15t0 1-9.

Hayes had a chance for Cork but Laura
Leenane saved superbly to deny her.

A late free from Stakelum rounded off
the scoring as Tipp ran out deserving
winners on the dayand now face Limerick
in the semi-final next weekend at Paire Ui
Chaoimh. ‘

Scorers for Cork: Canalanae 1-1, 5 McCarthy 0-5 (0-4 1),
K McCarthy 1-0, S McCanan, N McNabeda, L Hayes 0-1
gach.

Tipperary: E McGrath 1-4 (3f). G O'Brien 0-3, C Stake-
jum (1), K Ralph, E Heffarnan, J Kelly, K Blair 0-2 sach,
C Mcintyra 01 cach.

CORK: A Lee; M Murphy, L Coppinger, M Cahalane; |
C'Regan, L Hayes, A Fitzgerald; M Condon, O Cremin,
E Murphy, O Cahalana, § McCarthy; H Ryan, 5 McCar-
tan, A MoAuliffe.

Subs: N McNabala for E Murphy (23], K McCarthy for O
Cremin (44), C O'Callaghan for AMcAulifiz (52), R Harty
for.H Ryan (58).

TIPPERARY: L Losnane: A CGuiniisk, M Evision, E
Loughman; K Blalr, G Guinan, C McCarthy: K Kannedy,
K Ralph; A Dwyer, B Howard, G Mclntyre; C Stakelum, E
MeGrath, G O'Brien,

Subs: C Maher for G Guinan (h), E Helternan for A
Dwyer (38), L Purcall for K Ralph (52), N Treacy for R Ho-
ward (56), J Kally for E McGrath (60).

Referee: Donnacha O'Callaghan, Limerick,

ﬁm-jr Quinlisk of Tipperary in action against
Ava McAuliffe of Cork.
Picture: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile
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fﬁa:k::; Amy.Sheppard hit 1-2 for Corl in their loss to Kilkenny
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Cork U23s lose out to
Kilkenny in AlHreland
round robin series

Kilkenny 3-13
Cork 2-9

In ideal conditions in Pairc
Lachtain Freshford, the Cork
U23 camogie team were beaten
by Kilkenny in round four of
the All-Ireland U23 camogie
championship on Sunday
afternoon.

But, with three wins out of
four games, Cork are still top
of the group with Tipperary a
point behind, followed by Kil-
kenny and Galway and all
with one game to play.

With their place in the last
four already secured follow-
ing three wins out of their first
three games, Cork took on a
Kilkenny sides hunting to se-
cure their place in the last
four with one round of game to
go and it was Kilkenny who
ran out winners.

There was a lively start with
a goal at either end within five
minutes of throw in, Amy Bre-
nan had pointed on twenty
seconds to give Kilkenny the
lead from play.

Cork opened their account
with an Amy Sheppard goal
on four minutes but on the
restart Ciara Hurley had to be
at her best to deny Leah
Brett’s goal effort before Amy
Brennan won possession and
finished to the net to restore
the home sides lead.

Keeping the pressure on the
Cork defence, Kilkenny ex-
tended their lead with two
Ellen Gunner points and with
the sides evenly matched they
traded points Emily O'Donog-
hue narrowed the gap, Ciara
Ryan responded as Kilkenny
maintained their three point
advantage,

Ellen Gunner pointed a free
to stretch their lead to four
points but a Ciara Golden goal
on seventeen minutes had
Cork back within touching
distance.

As the pace dropped a little;
the side's battled for scores.
An injury held up play giving
the sides a chance of a
breather and on the restart
Ellen Gunner pointed from
play to put Kilkenny two in

Ifront.

Cork pressed hard and with
IEmily O'Donoghue winning a
penalty Kilkenny keeper
Ciara Duggan denied Eimear
Duignan with an excellent
Isave. Keeping the pressure on
Amy MeCarthy pointed but

CAMOGIE
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again Ellen gunner who was
superb for Kilkenny pointed,
on the stroke of half time Amy
Sheppard pointed a free to
leave Kilkenny a peint ahead
at the break 1-7 to 2-3.

Scores came fast and furi-
ous on the restart Amy Bren-
nan had two Kilkenny points
but in between Maebh O'Brien
had one back for Cork and as
the sides traded score for
score Amy Brennan and Ciara
Ryan with a point each edged
Kilkenny three points in front.

Cork worked hard and an
Amy Sheppard pointed free
narrowed the gap, Ellen
Gunner and Amy Brennan
were prominent for Kilkenny
as they battled to hold onto
their lead, Cork kept the
pressure on and with a lot of
stoppages for injuries it was a
stop start closing quarter.

Ciara Hurley denied Kilken-
ny substitute Marie Clare
O'Dwyer with an excellent
save but winning possession
again Kilkenny pressed and
Claire Doheny finished to the
net fo put Kilkenny two goals
clear as the game entered
added time.

Cork responded well with
three points without reply,
Erinn Curtin, Ella Wiggington
— Barrett and Eimear Duig-
nan on target but a Kilkenny
goal from Lucy Boyle and a
Ciara Ryvan point ensured it
was the home side prevailed.
Scorors for Kilkenny: E Gunner 0-7 (0
al's), A Brannan 1-3, C Ayan 0-3, C Do-
heny, C Boyla 1-0 each.

Cork: A Sheppard 1-2 (0-21'5), C Golden
1-0, E Duignan 0-2. (0-11), E O' Donog-
hue, A Mc McCarthy M O Brien, E Cur-
tin, E Wiggington -Barmrett 0-1 sach,

Kilkenny : C Duggan; R Brannan, K
Ryan, S Kerr; N Phetan, A Rohan, A Do-
heny; C Power, K McCluskey: K Ryan, E

Gunnar, C Doheny; K Brennan, L Brelt, A
Brannan.

Sube: M C Q" Dwyaer for K Brannan (49),
L Boyd for L Bratt (57), M Conroy for G
Doheny (61).

Cork: C Hurlay (St Finbarr's); M De
Burca (Carrigtwohill), A Barrett{Aghabul-
logua) A O Riordain {Ballingra); L O° De-
novan (St Finbarr's), L Dunlea{Sars-
fiolds); A Q" Sullivan (Mallow); A
MeCarthy (Clonakilty), G Murphy (Kin-
sala); A Sheppard {Cloughduv) G Marri-
son (Castielyons) E Dulgnan (Maliow); M
Q" Brien (Enniskeana), E O' Donoghua
(Bishopstown) C Golden (St Finbare’s),
Subs: § Murphy (Glen Rovers) for L Of
Donovan (15'inj), E Wigaington-Barrett
(81 Finbarr's) for A MeCarthy (niLinj), E
Curtin (Blackrock) far G Golden {45).
Refereo: Gavin Donegan {Dublin).

Camogie board development officer

Camogie Felewasa
huge suacess for game
and board's organisation

The Féile camogie competi-
tion dominated the Cork ca-
mogie calendar last weekend.

Matches were played in the
four eorner of the county in
what was a huge logistics op-
eration for the county board
as they had to secure host ve-
nues, referees and coordi-
nators and put a huge pro-
gram of games together.

In total, there were three
divisions at 16 different ve-
nues, 69 teams took to the
pitches with the first section
getting underway at 9.45am
and they were still going at
7pm as there were quarter fin-
als being played.

One thousand, six hundred
and nine girls participated,
with seven clubs fielding two
teams, this was an amazing
number of players, showing
the huge interest there is in
the game in Cork.

Huge credit must go to the
referees, who put in a huge ef-
fort, with two pitches at most
venues.

Two referees were on the go
all day with no break.

Huge credit must go to the
clubs, mentors, players and to
the county board who orga-
nised a superb day of Feile ca-
mogie,

In Division 2, with eight
groups, there were four
quarter finals and as the eight
clubs hit the road to get to the
venues games were still tak-
ing place at 7.30pm.

Midleton 2 took on Clonakil-
ty with Clonakilty running
out 1-5 to 0-2 winners to make
it through to the semi final.

Ballyhea met Kilbrittain /

Ellie Buckley, Banteer, Cork Feile
Skills winner is presented with
her trophy fram Mairead Lynch,

Cork Camogie Development 0f-
ficer

Second place in the Cork Feile skills competition was Eimear Lynch, Val-
ley Rovers, who was presented with her trophy by Mairead Lynch, Cork
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Timoleague and Kilbrittain / |
Timoleague were 1-3 to 0-1
winners.

Courcey Rovers overcame
Nemo Rangers with two
points to spare in a close 1-3 to
0 -4 scoreline, while Bishop-
stown impressed with a 2-6 to
0-2 victory over Bride Rovers.

The semi-finals were down
for decision on Wednesday
night in Castle Road where
Bishopstown met Kilbrittain /
Timoleague and Clonakilty
took on Courcey Rovers.

In Division 3, Glen Rovers,
Rockban, Crosshaven and
Passage West emerged as
group winners, with the semi-
finals and final played on
Tuesday night.

Crosshaven overcame Glen
Rovers whilst Rockban got the
upper hand on Passage West
to make it to the final where
Crosshaven emerged as
winners.

FEILE SKILLS

There was huge talent on
display as the FEile Skills
competition saw divisional
representatives take to the
pitch for the county skills title.

In a contest that showeased
the huge talent in all divi-
sions, it was Ellie Buckley
from Banteer who took first
place, with Eimear Lynch,
Valley Rovers, second and Zoe
Harte, Sliabh Rua third. .

Best of luck to Ellie and Ei-
mear as they go on to repre-
sent Cork at the Munster
Skills.

CORK UNDER 23s

The last round of Glen Dim-
plex All-Ireland U23 cham-
pionship continues this wee-
kend as Cork welcome Tipper-
ary to Castle Road on Sunday
at 2pm.

Both sides are already
safely through to the semi-
final stage, but the last games
will decide the semi-final pair-
ings, and as it smnd%} Carkmml-e
ahead of Tipperary by a single
point on the leader board with
Kilkenny behind by two and
Galway by three.

Kilkenny take on Dublin
and will be expected to get a

win here, whilst Ga!wl:fcf
chonld aceount for Waterford.

Amy Sheppaﬂ scored 1-4 for Cork in their win over Tipperary.

Picture: Brendan Gleeson

Cork U23 team
continue good form

Cork 2-19
Tipperary 0-7

A very strong performance
from the Cork U23 camogie
side ensured they topped their
group thanks to an 18-point
win over Tipperary at Castle
Road. :

Torrential rain throughout
the opening half made condi-
tions difficult for both sides,
who were both through to the
knockout stages of the Glen
Dimplex U23 Camogie Cham-
pionship regardless of the re-
sult.

' From the throw-in, Cork hit
the front. A Ciara Morrison
point inside two minutes gave
them an early lead, and with
Millie Condon adding a sec-
ond point, they settled into the
flow of thematch.

Niamh Cunneen responded
with a Tipperary peint, but
Cork hit 1-2 without reply in
response. :

Morrison set up Ava McAu-
liffe for a goal on seven min-
utes, and points from Amy
Sheppard and Niamh McNa-
bola gave Cork a 1-4 to 0-1 lead.

Danielle Ryan had a Tipper-
ary pointas they battled to get
something against a strong de-
fence but up front Cork were
winning possession and on
target again with points from
Sheppard and McNabola.

Cunneen had one back but
Condon and Avril Cashman
split the posts at the other end.

Tipp began to settle with
Ryan converting a free, and
Aya Bevin hitting one from
play, but Cork finished the
half well with another McAu-
liffe point to lead 1-9 to 0-6.

From the restart, the result
was put beyond Tipp's reach
as a Sheppard goal inside a
minute of the throw increased
the Rebels' lead to nine. Piling
on the pressure, Cork were
winning possession in all sec-

with win over ﬁpper_ary
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tors. Their defence was well
on top, whilst up front the
scores continued to flow as
they hit 10 points without

reply. _

McAuliffe, Sheppard, Cash-
man, Orla Cremin, Condon,
McNabola, Morrison and
Sarah Murphy all found their
range as the Premier
struggled o mateh the Cork
intensity. It was 25 minutes
into the half before they regis-
tered their only score of the
period, a point from Emma
Darcy. _

Given the strong perform-
ances throughout the cam-
paign one got the impression
there is maybe more in Tip-
perary. With a semi-final
meeting with Cork ahead,
they may have been holding
players in reserve,
Scorers for Cork: A Shappard 1-4 (0-1
1}, A McAulitfe 1-2, N McNabola 0-4, M
Condon 0-3, C Morrison, A Cashman 0-2
each, O Cremin, S Murphy 0-18ach.

: D Ryan 0-3 (0-2 ), N Cun-

Tniﬁ'ar-'z'." E E:lar!-.r'::r. A Buraamﬁu-'i each,
CORK: A Kearnay (Blackrock); M De

" Burca (Carrighwehill), A Barrett {Agha-

bullogue), M Murphy (Ballinora); A
Fitzgerald (Sarsfisids), L Dunlea (Sars-
fields), © Cremin (Eire Og); M Condon
{Ballinascarthy), A Cashman [Youghal);
N McNabole (Cloughduv ), R Murphy
(Ballinora), C Golden (St Finbarr's); A
Sheppard (Cloughduv), A McAuliffe
I[Gas;mmarlvri. C Morrison [Castle-

yons).
Subs: E Dulgnan (Mallow) for C Golden
(38), S Murphy (Glen Rovers) for B
Murphy (38), C Murphy {Kinsale} for A
Sheppard (38), E Gurtin (Blackrock) for
A McAulifle (42), K Cahalane {5t Fin-
barr's) for A Fitzgerald {42)
TIPPERARY: MO’ + S McLaughiin,
K Fitzgerald, E Kelly; E Cunneen, M
Murphy, E Spillane; E Fogarty, K Fern-
comba; N .Cunneen, G Treacy, C Shelly;
A Bevans, D Ryan, L Heffernan.
Subs: A O'Brian for E Fogarty (40}, E
McGrath for D Ryan (40}, E Darcy for L
Hafternan (40), J Heffernan for A Bevans

(40).
Referea: Gavin Donegan (Dublin).

JAva McAuliffe scored 1-2 for Cork in their win over Tipperary.

Picture: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile




Saoirse McCarthy on Cork’s
season of change, the loss of
experience, and why belief
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LINK: Millie Condon is a vital performer for the Cork U23 side at
midfield, Picture: Eddie 0'Hare:

Cork ready

for a Tipp

backlash in AllFlreland
U23 semi-final

Cork and Tipperary meet for
the third time this season but
the stakes are their highest in
the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
1J23 semi-final at SETU Water-
ford on Sunday, 2pm.

In the Munster final, Tip-
perary edged it with two
points to spare, 1-12 to 0-13,
surviving a strong Cork fight-
back in the second half.

More recently, the sides met
in the last group stage game
where Cork had a resounding
2-19 to 0-T victory. Tipp were
totally overwhelmed by the
full-strength Rebels. With the
sides already though to the
semis, Tipperary clearly
weren't going flat out, es-
pecially when a win would
have sent them into a game
.with last vear’s first All-Ire-
land U23 champions Galway.
. Tipp were down a lot of fam-
iliar faces who had been key in
the campaign to date. Notable
absentees included captain
Eve O'Dwyer, Ciara Shelly,
Lilly Fahie, Grace Moloney
and Anna Fahie.

We expect to see a much
stronger Premier this wee-
kend as they go all-out for a
place in the final.

In the group stages, Cork
racked up high scores. They
overcame a fancied Galway
side 1-11 to 0-11 before going
onto have big wins over Dub-
lin, 5-19 to 0-9, and Waterford,
2-21 to 0-3.

They lost to an impressive
Kilkenny 3-13 to 2-9 before
bouneing back to get the
upper hand on Tipperary.

With several senior panel-
lists in the U23s squad, Cork’s
team has varied from game to
game depending availability
due to senior league and prov-
incial campaigns.

This weekend though, the
priority is U223 and they have a
strong panel available for se-

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

St Finbarr's and Cork U23 camaogie player Ciara Golden.

lection.

Millie Condon, Ava Fitzger-
ald, Meadbh Murphy and
Niamh McMabola were very
much to the fore against Tip-
perary and through the cam-
paign Amy Sheppard has been
in top form notching up excel-
lent scores.

As a unit, the Cork defence
was superb holding Tipperary
to one score in the second half
in the last game.

Meadbh De Burca, Acife
Barrett and Meadbh Murphy
formed a solid full-back line
while in front of them Ava
Fitzgerald, Laura Dunlea and
Orlaith Cremin were superb.

Avril Cashman partners
Condon at midfield and up
front Ciara Golden, Ciara
Morrison and Ava McAuliffe
completed the forward divi-
sion that helped not up an im-
pressive 2-19.

IMPRESSIVE

In the group stages, Tipperary
drew with Dublin 0-12 to 1-9
before defeating Waterford 1-
19 to 0-6.

They played out an exciting
contest with Kilkenny where
it finished level, 1-10 to 2-7, and
went on to defeat Galway 2-14
to 2-13. This gives an indi-
cation of the quality they
have. Cork were naturally be
favourites, having reached
last year’s All-Ireland final,
and with more familiar faces
in their squad.

Still, Cork know the Tipper-
ary challenge will be a much
stronger one than it was in the
group game,

They will no doubt prepare
accordingly, especially after
they lost the Munster decider
earlier this season.

remains ahead of the
All-Ireland championship

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

TRANSITION isn't a word that
sits easily with Saocirse McCa-
rthy.
‘It sounds like an excuse, she
says, even if she understands
why it has been used to de-
scribe Cork’s underwhelming
Seasorn.

This is, after all, a team that
contested the last five All-Ire-
land senior finals, winning
baclk-to-back titles in 2023 and
'24. Yet this year has been a
different story.

Cork have struggled to find
their rhythm. One win from
five Division 1A games saw
them surrender their league
crown, before a six-point loss to
Tipperary ended their Munster
championship at the quarter-fi-
nal stage.

Now, attention turns to the
All-Treland series—the one that
matters most. But McCarthy
knows Cork have ground to
make up this summer.

‘I'm locking forward to the
summer. [t hasn't gone to plan
and we are disappointed with
how the league and Munster
championship went. It's ob-
viously a new team and a new

challenge, the Courcey Rovers

Ace 5ays.
‘There's a different
type of pressure -
now. Last year it
was about going for
the three-in-a-row,
whereas this year
it's about whether
we can pull things
together after
a slow start.
But there are
enough leaders =
in the group to | =
rise to that
challenge.
Four-time
All-Star
McCar-
thy has
been in-
volved with

CRMNOGEE

the county senior panel since
2018, so has lived it all, but the
player turnover in the Cork
squad this year is something
she hasn't experienced before.

‘Another county would be
completely depleted after los-
ing that level of experience,
McCarthy says. A quick look at
the Cork squad highlights the
scale of change in Ger Manley’s
team.

Laura Treacy has retired.
Hannah Looney and Aoife
Healy are AFLW-bound. Pame-
la and Katrina Mackey are not
involved. Both Ashling Thomp-
son and Amy O'Connor are in-
jured. Cliona Healy has stepped
back. Kate Wall has gone to
Australia. And there’s more.

‘The biggest question I've
been asked is, "What's go-
ing on?" The short answer is
we lost 15 or 16 players from
last year. There were over 30
All-Ireland medals gone from
the dressing room,” McCarthy

explains.
‘It's not
easy losing
when you're

Saolrse
McCarthyin

All-ireland U168 A champlonship final:
Galway 314 Kitkenny 2-17; U186 A
Shield final: Derry 5-2 Weodord 2-8; U168
B Cup champlonship final: Kidare 4-
11 Westmeatn 2-6; U16 B Shield final:
Carlow 4-6 Down 1-10; U16 C Cup final:
Tyrana 1-8 Cavan 1-5; U16 C Shield
final: Louth 2-8 Wicklow 2-7, Miner C
final: Wicklow 2-10 Westmeath 0-14; All-
Ireland U23 A champlenship (Rd 5):

Cork 2-19Ti

(-7, Kilkenny 0-16

Dublin 1-6; All-ireland U23 B cham-
pionship: Wesdord 1-13 Antrim 4-6 All-
ireland UZ3 © champlonship final:

Carlow 413 Meath 1-13,

transition.
Itsoun ds =

used tosuccess. There's always
an expectation on Cork to be

" ‘Butwe'vetaken positives

Brand ambassador Saoirse

McCarthy at the launch of

Feirla's debut ange.
Enato: Ban Sherdan FINPHED

‘We're not performing to
our best yet, but it will only
2o in one direction. We're all
putting the shoulder to the
wheel and trying to work as
hard as we can so that when
the All-Ireland championship
comes around, we're in the best
position possible.

MeCarthy is key to the Re-
bels' revival. The Ballinspittle
woman has developed into one
of the top players in the coun-
try, shortlisted for Player of the
Year in each of the past three
seasons. If this classy attacker
finds her groove, it gives Cork
achance.

there or thereabouts.

*We're trying to keep going,
playing for the jersey and each
other, and get back to our-
selvesagain.

from games and there are
s0 many new faces getting
game time, making debuts
and being blooded into the
team, That's positive for the
future.

‘There’s unbelievable tal-
ent coming through in Cork
and we're seeing that now
at senior level.

CAMOGIE: All-iroland L1164 championship final réplay:
Gahvay 2-11 Kilkanny 1-9; All-lraland U23A sami-finals:
Kilkanny 2-14 Galway 0-18: Cark 5-19 Tipperary 1-8;
All-freland U238 semi-finals: Antrim 2-10 Limarick 1-12:
Waxdord 2-10 Clare 1-6; Leinstar senior cham
final Wasdord 1-21 Dublin 0-21 {aet): Loinster intar-
mm:;rmmnhmhip Ilin;::‘: Laois 1-15 Westmeath 1-
¢ F Senior camogla lanship final: -
L s 05 amg p final: Anfrim 2



CAMOGIE: Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Under 23 Championship Semi-Final

Dommant Corkend T:pperary S

massively disappointingend towhat Mae

1d been a promising year for the Tip-
rary Under 23's as they were blown
vay by a far more physical and pow-
ful Cork side inthe semi-final of the
li-Ireland Championship on Sunday.
The Munster champions, who had
eaten Cork in the provincial final,
ere no match for a Rebelettes on this
ccasion who from the moment they
pened the scoring in the fourth min-
te, through a Ciara Golden goal, and
ever looked back.

They dominated all over the pitch,
rith their full forward line in particu-
r causing all sorts of problems, with
my Sheppard in sensational form
coring 2-7, all bar two points coming
rom play. She was ably assisted by
Jliamh McNabola in the half forward
ine, with Ava Firzgerald and Aoife
arrett dominating at the otherend of
he field.

Tipperary, to their credit, never let
heir heads drop despite being under
onstant pressure, with the likes of
(arie Fitzgerald and Danielle Ryan
mpressing.

Tipp hit only one wide in the game,
sut that was a fact that came about
by them not been allowed get enough
shots away as Cork defended relent-
lessly as the Premier ladies struggled
to make any impact in attack.

While it's a disappointing ending to
the year, there were plenty of posi-
tives to take for the blue & gold, and

withplenty of players still available for
next year, this game can be a seenasa
learning curve for the future.

After a slow start where Cork domi-
nated, hitting a couple of wides before
Rose Murphy picked out Ciara Golden
with a superb ball hitting a bullet to
the back of the net, to get Corkupand

running.
Amy Sheppard, who proved a hand-
ful throughout, hit two pointsin arow,
the second a great finish while on an
advantage.
Tipp opened their account with a fine
Danielle Ryan effort from distance,

" and an Eva O'Dwyer free shortly after

had the arrears reduced to three.

Two minutes later, Tipperary suf-
fered another blow, when after a fine
run from Ava McAuliffe before passing
to Sheppard who finished to the back
of the net.

An O'Dwyer free in the 14th min-
ute, was quickly responded to by two
Sheppard points from play to leave
Cork ahead by seven in the 19th min-
ute.

O'Dwyer added another free but two-
in-a-row from Niamh McNabola had
Cork ahead by eight. A Danielle Ryan
effort, and one from Maeve Cunneen
had the gap back to six as Tipperary,
despite not playing well, were keeping
intouch. "

However, Cork finished the half

strongly, with three points in a row

from Amy Sheppard (1 free) as Cork o

wentin atthe break leading 2-9 to 0-6.

- Any hope of a Tipp comeback in the
| second half was quickly extinguished

asearly asthirty seconds whenaCiara

' Golden effort rebounded off the post
and Amy Sheppard was quickest to |

respond and had the easiest of finishes

| tothebackof the net.

Eva O'Dwyer reduced the gap with

two frees either side of another |

McNabola point.

Ava Fitzgerald was nexton the score-
sheet in the 4oth minute, before Rose
Murphy got her name on the score-

sheet before in the 45th minute we |

witnessed the score of the game, a

long ball was won by Amy Sheppard |

who laid it off to the onrushing Niamh (%

McNabolawho finished ex-:el lently to
the net on the run.

From the resultant pu::kout the ball |
found its way to Grace Moloney and |

she made a beeline for the Cork goal,
before kicking the ball to the back of
the net.

However, it proved to be their final

score of the game as Cork continuedto |

pile on the misery, starting in the 4oth t

minute with a brilliant individual goal |
from Ava McAuliffe, before an Orlaith
Cahalane free was quickly followed
by another from McNabola following
a fine ream move.

Cork scored their fifth goal in the
s5th minute, when McAuliffe won the
ball off a Tipp defender before setting
up substitute Ciara Morrison who
found the back of the net with ease.

McNabola and Rose Murphy added

two more points and McAuliffe added

two frees to round off an impressive
win for Cork and a place in the final

TEANMS - Corle Anna Kearney (6% Maehdh De

Curkcaplaln Ciam Golden and Tipperary defender Mirlam Murphyinarace

for possession.

Burca (7), Aoife Barrett (8), Maebdh Murplry
(7, Ava Fitzgerald (8), Laura Dunlea (7), Orlaith
Cremins (5), Millie Condon (7), Avril Cashman
(8), Niamh McNabola (8), Rose Murphy (7). Clara
Golden (7), Amy Sheppard (9), Ava McRAuliffe(s),
Orlaith Cahalane (8).

Subs: Arry ORlordan (6) for Barrett (42 ik
Efmear Duignan (6) for Golden (43); Amy
MeCarthy (6) for Cashman (46}, Clara Morrisson
(6) for Sheppard G2 Erinn Curtin (6} for
Cahalane (55).

Tipperary: Molly O Dwyer (Moycarkey/Borrs
) Emma Kelly (Borris-lelgh 6), Katie Fitzgerald

(Borris-lleigh 7), Lily Fahle(Cashel KC 6 Paula
Quirke (Boherlahan-Dualia 7), Miriam Murphry

&), Caithlyn Treacy MMoneygall 6 Grace
Moloney (Cashel KC 6), Danielle Ryan (Eire Og
Annacarty/D 7). Maeve Cunneen (Silvermines 6),
Subs: Sarah McLoughlin (Beherlahan-Dualla
6)for L Fahie (52 inj), Ava Bevans (Borris-Tielgh
NR} for N Cunneen (58), Emily Spillane (5t Rita’s

Darcy laments disappointing end to campaign

By Joe Scully

IT was a disappointed and magnani-
mous Tipperary manager Bryan Darcy
following his sides heavy defeat at the
hands of Cork in the semi-final of the
All-Ireland Under 23 Camogie Cham-
pionship on Sunday.

The Nenagh Eire Og clubman had no
complaints about the result and felt
his side were beaten by the better side.

“You can analyse the game all you
want but Coerk were the better team
on the day, they outplayed us, they
were physically stronger than us, and

we just have to take it on the chin and
hopefully learn from it going forward
inthe future,” he said.
“Obviously you're disappointed after
losing a semi-final, but I'm more dis-
appointed for the players that are

there, because they have putin amas-
sive effort all year, and have done all
that's been asked of them.”

While Cork were far the better team
throughout, their third goal just after
halftime, while leading by nine points
was a crucial score as it seemed to end
any hope of a Tipperary comeback.

“Cork got the breaks and thar goal
with it coming off the post, and down
in front of the Cork player all she had
to do was tap it in, and those breaks
made it kind of hard, to claw back that
first halflead Cork had builtup,” Darcy
added..

“We had a good chance if that goal
didn’t go in but look that's the way
sport goes and you just have to move
on.”

Despite the defeat, Darcy couldn't
have been any prouder of his team

not just for the effort on the day, but |

throughout the year in which they
won the Munster title and only lost
two games, both to Cork in recent
weeks.

“All year these girls, training wise,
match wise, everything that has been
asked of them there hasneverbeenan
issue,” Darcy said.

“WWe have been in situations where
we needed to dig out results, whether
its draws or wins and we done that, but
today wasn't the day for them, Cork
were the better side and we wish them
allthe best of luck in the final.”

Tipperary's Maeve Cunneenwins
possession ahead of Cork's Millie
Condon




Injury-time goal
ends Galway's

hold on U-23 title .

D Tribeswomen pay the price for failing to take
heir chances as they lose their grip on crown

evin Egan

ilkenny 2-14
alway 0-18

ATWAY let slip their All-Tre-
nd U-23 title in dramatic and
partbreaking circumstances in
irr last Saturday, conceding an
1jury-time goal that punished
1eir lack of ruthlessness and
umped the champions out of
1e competition.

“We left Kilkenny in the game
» be honest, they were the bet-
o1 team in the second half, espe-
ially in the first 10 or 15 minutes
fit," was Cathal Murray's sum-
1ary of his team's performance,
nd that was exactly what hap-
ened.

In the first half in particular,
salway looked that much more
iccurate and sharp despite play-
ng into the wind and they were
ullvalue fortheir 0-11to1-6lead.

Kilkenny’'s Claire Doheny
squeezed the sliotar inside Laura

Freeney's near post from a very
tight angle for an early goal for
the Casts after cutting in along
the left-hand end line, but the
remainder of the first half saw
Galway takecontrol of the game,
building on the physical domi-
nance exerted by Ciara Hickey
and Katie Anna Porter in the
half-back line.

Kilkenny played with just two
inside forwards throughout the
game and that gave them ex-
tra cover close to goal, but Cao-
imhe Kelly struck a fine early
point, Niamh McInermney was a
constant threat scoring four in
all, and Acibheann Barry also
stood out, converting her frees
and causing real problems for
the Kilkenny back division from
open play.

In general Galway used the
ball well, trying to exploit the
space even though they were

~ working the ball through the

lines, with no easy long-ball op-
tion. Caoimhe Kelly wasn't as
imperious as her senior status
might indicate but shetoowasa
threat, winning two of the frees

that Barry converted and knock-
ing over one point of her owmn.

In the third quarter too, it
largely went to plan for Murray's
Galway side. Shannon Corcoran
won a free that Barry converted,
Porter set up Corcoran for a point
of her own, and suddenly there
was a gap of four points, which
looked substantial in a game
where the scoring rate was be-
ginning to dip.

Perhaps it was that shift in
mindset that made all the differ-
ence as while Kilkenny started
to chase the game, as you would
expect from any team trailing in
thelatter stages of an All-Ireland
semi-final, Galway seemed more
content to hold their lead, and
that indirectly invited Kilkenny
onto the front foot.

Ellen Gunner got her only
score from play and Leah Brett
added a point, and with a couple
of frees scored at either end of
the ground that pulled Kilkenmoy
back towithin one.

The match-winning goal was
every bit as stunning as it was
heartbreaking to the Galway

Tipp and Déise in good
form ahead of fina

Menser senior camogie final

R Fu
Tipperary v Waterford

Saturday: FBD Semple Stadium, 4.45pm
Referee: Aaron Hogg (Care)

Therese 0'Callaghan g8

When these sides last met it
was in the final round of the
Centra National League in
March and it ended with an
emphatic 19-point victory
for hosts Tipperary.

However, Waterford were
already qualified for the
final and Tipp were kKeen to
avoid relegation territory so
one shouldn’t read too much
into that result.

This will be a much closer
contest between rival teams
that are eager to push on, es-
pecially when it comes to the
All-Treland series.

The Premier County,
under new manager James
Heffernan, are building

nicely. Their provincial
quarter-final win over Cork

in Thurles set the tone.
When the Rebels came back
at them in the second half,
they had the ability and be-
lief to pull clear and emerg-
ed with six points to spare.

A nine-point win over
Limerick at SuperValu Pairc
Ui Chaoimh followed in the
semi-final. This was against
a resurgent Treaty side and
it enabled management to

ensure girls got valuable
minutes on the field.

The final was originally
fixed for either FBED Semple
Stadium today or the TUS
Gaelic Grounds tomorrow,
ahead of the Limerick v
Waterford SHC clash. Water-
ford manager Mick Boland
said this week that he had no
problem travelling, viewing
the Thurles venue as one of
the best in Munster.

The Déise were Division
1A league finalists but a
slow start didn't allow them
to make the most of the el-
ements against All-Treland
champions Galway.

No doubt the two-point
loss will stand to them in the

long run. Their high-scoring
provincial quarter-final win
over Clare after extra time
in Ennis produced one of the
highlights of the champion-
ship. Following a one-point
triumph, they were off to

Fitzgerald Stadium in Kill-
arney, where they met debu-
tants Kerry and, due to the
obvious gulf in class, the
vigitors ran out easy
winners.

Lots of stars and standout
names will feature this wee-
kend, and playing this at-
tractive showdown as a
double-header allows people
the perfect opportunity to
see the massive amount of
talent on view.

Given the current form of
the two counties, both will
fancy their chaneces. And
rightly so.

i

Galway's Acibheann Barry looks to break through the Kilkenny cover. PHOTO: INPHO/GRACE HALTON.

players,

Lauren Ronan floated the sli-
otar into the direction of Do-
heny, who made a fine catch in
traffic, held off a tackle and did
brilliantly to get her shot away,
a strike that arrowed between a
crowd of hurls and into the top
COTnET.

“iWe were in a really good posi-
tion at half-time, we were really,
really happy where wewere,” said
Murray.

&N

“And maybe we were that bit
complacent in the second half,
because they came at us, we had
chances, but we just didn't put
enough delay between the two
teams. They got the goal, you
can't say they didn't deserve to
winit."

Kilkenny: C Duggan; R Brennan, Katie
Ryan, 5 Kerr; N Phelan, A Rohan, A
Doheny; C Power, K McCluskey (0-1);

Keara Ryan (0-1), E Gunner (0-10,
0-51), A Brennan; L Brett (0-1), K Bren-

-

nan, G Doheny (2-1).

Subs: L Ronan for K Brannan (47mins)
L Boyd for Keara Ryan (47mins), F
Kelly for Pawer (59mins).

Galway: L Freeney; R Kelly, L McGrath,
A Crowe; AHesnan, C Hickey, I¢-A Por-
ter; Kayla Madden, A Joyce; K O'Dri-
scoll, E Madden (0-1), A Barry (0-10,
0-7f, 0-1 45); N Meinerney (0-4), S
Corcoran (0=1), C Kelly (0=1).

Subs: E Brogan (0-1) for Joyce
{40mins), A Bloomer for Hesnar
{48mins}, O Mullins for Madder
{49mins), E Lawless for O'Driscol
(57mins).

Referee: John Doolay (Tipperary).
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Munster senior camogie
championship games played
as double-headers with the
SHC have been an outstanding
success in elevating its status.
Visibility is everything, as we
saw in Thurles on Saturday.
The final was played in front
of a fine crowd, with neither
side giving an inch.

Tipperary’s second provin-
cial title in four vears was se-
eured by Cacimhe Stakelum’s
second-half goal.

“We have class forwards
and Cacimhe has that in her
locker,” Tipperary manager
James Heffernan said. “She
really just pinned the ears
back and took on her player. It
was a great goal.”

“] thought it was a big score
and we really held on to that
lead after that. The wind was
strong in the second half and 1
thought we actually plaved
the ball better against it.”

The hosts in FBED Semple

Forward class prop
to another Munster

By

els Tipp
title

CLEAN SHEET: Tipperary's Laura Leenane and Clodagh Mcintyre celebrate after their Munster final victory over Waterford at FBD Semple Stadium

yesterday.

send her side to the dressing-
room two in front.

McGrath finished with
seven to her name, and her
perfect strikes earned her a
deserved player-of-the-match
awartd,

Stakelum and McGrath ex-

ior team — from forward col-
league Clodagh McIntyre.

“To think she is only in
Leaving Cert, she is an abso-
lute exceptional asset to our
team, with the cool and calm-
ness she has on the ball.”

The green flag was a mass-

The teams continued to
trade scores in the fourth
quarter, so it made for an in-
tense finish. When awarded a
couple of close-in frees, Water-
ford were forced to go for goal
or drop the ball into the
danger area, but each time

Picture; Laszlo Geczo/Inpho

Scorers for Tipperary: E McGrath (0-7,
0-6 frees, 0-1 45), C Stakelum (1-1), E
Heflernan and K Blair (0-2 each), G
McCarthy and G O'Brien (0-1 each).
Scorers for Waterford: B Carton (0-2
frees) and A Flynn (0-4 each), N Rockett
{0-2), A O'Sullivan, M O'Brien, L Bray
and R Kirwan (0-1 each].

TIPPERARY: L Leanana; A Quiniisk, M

Cork claim first
AlHreland U23A
camogie title
Daragh O Conchuir

Cork cantered to their first
All-Treland U23A camogie
title, fielding a strong side full
of senior experience — includ-
ing the likes of multiple All-
Ireland senior medallists Or-
laith Cahalane and Méabh
Murphy — to overpower Kil-
kenny at Cappoquin Logistics
Fraher Field by 2-23 to 15,

Although Keara Ryan
opened the scoring for the
Cats with a nice point, Cork
settled quickly and they had
taken the lead thanks to
scores from Amy Sheppard
and Millie Condon when Ava
McAuliffe goaled after eight
minutes to send the Rebels on
their way. :

They got into a relentless
rhythm thereafter, and while
Cahalane did get among the
scores, there was a real
breadth of providers in that
regard — McAuliffe and Shep-
pard adding a brace of points
and Rose Murphy, Ciara
Golden, Niamh McNabola,
Laura Dunlea, and Condon
also splitting the posts.

Katie Brennan provided a
rare riposte and it was 1-14 to
0-3 at the change of ends.

The Noresiders got the ideal
start to the second half, when
Amy Brennan provided a goal
six minutes after the restart.

However, any prospect of a
comeback was doused im-
mediately, as from the puck-
out, the outstanding Sheppard
rippled the net at the other
end of the field for Jerry Wal-
lace’s squad, and that was
that.

Cahalane, McNabola, Shep-
pard, Eimear Duignan, Maebh
O'Brien, and MecAuliffe kept
the scoreboard ticking over
for the Leesiders, while Amy
Brennan and Ellen Gunner

Stadium held a two-point ad-  tended the lead fo four points  ive blow to Waterford, who Heffernan’s charges stood Eﬂlﬁﬂ E Lﬂénhrqﬂnmﬂ: c !g;:ﬂw: provided the only other scores
vantage at the interval, 0-8 to  after the restart. Waterfordre-  were looking to bridge a 67-  firm. e hard C Mntyrec ¢ | &fter the former’s goal.
0-6, after the sides were level plied through Alannah O’Sul- year gap since last winning To the sheer delight of the  gipelim. E McGrath, G O'Brien,
five times in the opening half, livan and Beth Carton, the the title: ) big home support, they saw it g, pe. ¢ Hennessy for K Ralph (36), S

Abby Flynn got Waterford team's first scores in 15 min- Management made three out. Corcoranfor R Howard (48), J Kelly for C
off to a fast start, when she utes. substitutes in quick succes- These sides will renew their  Mcintyre (50), C Guinan for G M y
twice found the range, but Tip- Tipperary would strike for sion to shift the momentum. rivalry in the opening round  (54), A Dwyer for K Blair (80).
perary followed suit and a  home when Stakelum made However, when LauraLeen-  of the Glen Dimplex All-Ire- WATERFORD: B.O'Regan; A Mchulty, L
Karin Blair point edged them  her way throughon goalinthe ane saved from Eimear land senior championship in ’;!;:'eﬁé‘é::éjﬂ?'ﬂﬂéi R "E“LS‘I‘- gﬁ;ﬂbﬂ'ﬁ
infront, 0-3to0-2,in theeighth  42nd minute and finished to  O’Neill and the Tipperary three weeks' time. i o, 2 (oo, O e
minute, the far corner. backline maintained their de- B Before the game, aminuteof gFynn, N Rockett, A Fitzgerald,

The exchanging of white There was also high praise fensive shape toshutdownthe silence was observed in mem- g, pe. M O'Brien for A O'Sullivan (42), R
flags continued, and it took for Stakelum — whose space, the closest Waterford ory of Laura Kennedy, Who  Kiwan for N Rockett {44), B Bowdren for
three great efforts from placed  brothers, Conor and Darragh, could get the gap to was three tragically died in a car acci- O Hickey (46}, M Gostl for R Waish (54).
balls by Eimear McGrath to  featured on the Premier sen-  points. dent. Referee: Aaron Hogg (Clare).

CAMOGIE

Munstar Senior Championship final:
Tipperary 1-14 Waterord 0-14; All-ire-
land Senior Champlonship: Offaly 2-10
Wexford 1-12; All-Ireland U23A cham-
plonship final: Cork 2-23 Kilkenny 1-5;
Ali-Ireland U23B champlonship final:
Antrim 1-11 Waxford 1-9.

Wy = -

CHAMPIONS: Cork players celebrate their comprehensive 2-23 to 1-5 All-Ireland U23A Camogie final win over Kilkenny at Fraher Field In
Dungarvan. SEE Page 10 Picture: David Ribeiro/inoha
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Cork 2-23
Kilkenny 1-5

Cork cantered to their first All-Treland
U23A camogie title, fielding a strong side
full of senior experience, including the
likes of multiple All-Ireland senior medal-
lists Méabh Murphy and Orlaith Cahal-
ane, to overpower Kilkenny at Cappoqgtiin
Logistics Fraher Field by 2-23 to 1-5.

Although Keara Ryan opened the scor-
ing for the Cats with a nice point, Cork
settled quickly and took the lead thanks to
scores from Amy Sheppard and Millie
Condon — Ava McAuliffe goaled after
eight minutes to send the Rebels on their

way.

They got into a relentless rhythm there-
after, and while Cahalane did get among
the scores, there was a real breadth of pro-
vider in that regard, McAuliffe and Shep-
pard adding a brace of points and Rose
Murphy, Ciara Gelden, Niamh McNabola,
Laura Dunlea, and Condon also splitting
the posts.

Katie Brennan provided a rare riposte
and it was 1-14 fo 0-3 at the change of ends,
with the Noresiders facing a seemingly

impossible task of turning things around
in Dungarvan.

They did get the ideal start to the sec-
ond half, when Amy Brennan provided a
goal six minutes after the restart but any
prospect of a comeback was doused im-
mediately —as from the puckout, the out-
standing Sheppard rippled the net at the
other end of the field for Jerry Wallace's
sguad and that was that.

‘Cahalane, McNabola, Sheppard, Ei-
mear Duignan, Maebh O’Brien, and the
magnificent McAuliffe kept the score-
board ticking over for the Leesiders, while
Amy Brennan and Ellen Gunner provided
the only other scores after the former’s

goal.

Tlg U23B final was a far tighter affair at
the O Raghallaighs GAA Club'in Drog-
heda, where Antrim edged out Wexford by
1-11 to 1-8. ] : -

A sublime goal by Eabha McAllister at

-

.ﬁ?a McAuliffe and Amy Sheppard of Cork celebrate a goal against Kilkenny.

the end of the opening quarter was prob-
ably the game's key score and you
couldn’t have wished for a more fitting
winner — if you could pin such a label on
a score that came so early.

Cara O'Boyle had been involved as An-
trim won possession in their own half and
transferred it with a long delivery. McAl-
lister just got ahead in the race to get to
the sliotar first but it was the deft flick
that nutmegged the onrushing defender
and then the smart pick-up that made you
get up off your seat.

It then needed the finish, from an angle
but she made no mistake, with a rising
shot that would not have been stopped
with three goalkeepers.

That helped establish a four-point inter-
val lead and for much of the second half, it
looked like they were heading for an inevi-
table victory, keeping Wexford at arm’s

length.

Egl%tn MeIntosh slotted a quick brace of
points to add to an earlier score as the Saf-
frons moved six clear. But an opportun-
istic finish by Aisling Goggins for a goal,
within seconds of entering the pitch,
turned proceedings completely on their
head in the 50th minute, y -

The yvoung Model County side threw
evervthing at it in the closing stages but

Rose Murphy of Cork goes past Hiamh_Pheian uf_ Kiitenny at Fﬁher Field, Ii;:ﬁgawan.

Pictures: David Ribeiro/Inpho

ork storm
to U23 title
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Antrim showed commendable composure
to see it out well,

Meanwhile, the Glen Dimplex All-Ire-
land Senior Championships got under
way yesterday and Offaly marked their
return to elite fare in memorable fashion,
with Mairéad Teehan's 64th-minute goal
snatching a 2-10 to 1-12 victory over a Wex-
ford side that had won the Leinster title
eight days previous,

Teehan has long been a superstar for
the Faithful, including in last year's run
to intermediate honours, and the Money-
gall sharpshooter was the saviour once
more, ramming a low, powerful drive to
the net after points from Cacimhe Byrne
and Chloe Cashe had moved the visitors
into a two-point lead.

Gerry McQuaid's crew were overly re-
liant on Cashe for scores however, as she
contributed nine points and apart from
Ciara Butler’s second-half goal. Wexford's
attack found it difficult against a resolute
Offaly defence in which Amy Byrne and'l
the inspirational Aisling Brennan ex-
celled. -

Faye Mulrooney's first-half goal, set up
by Grace Teehan, laid the platform for the
hosts but it was tit-for-tat after the restart,
with Mairéad Teehan having the final sa
for Jack Maher's charges.



Obituaries

CAMOGIE PLAYER AND {

PIONEER FOR FEMALE
REPRESENTATION IN
IRISH SPORT

Liz Howard

Born; November 25th, 1944
Died: May 21st, 2026

Liz Howard, a pioneer for female rep-
resentation in Irish sport, has died at
theageof 8L

The 27th president of the Camogie
Association, she was also the first
woman elected asamember of the Tip-
perary GAA County Board and was
the first female analyst to appear on
RTE's The Sunday Game programme,

Howard was named Tipperary Per-
son of the Year by the Tipperary Asso-
ciation in Dublin in 2007, Often re-
ferred to over the years as “a force of
nature”, she left a lasting legacy
across the Gaelic games family.

“Liz was so passionate about the
GAAand of course her beloved Tipper-
ary,” commented former Tipp manag-
er Liam Sheedy.

“She helped out so many over the
years and made a telling contribution
in senior positions across the GAA
and camogie communities and of
course her role on The Sunday
Game."

Born in Carrick-on-Suir, her father,
Garrett, won five All-Ireland senior
hurling medals - three with his native
Limerick and two with Dublin. The
family later moved to Clare, where
Howard’s parents set up the Feakle
camogie club.

As a camogie player, Howard wore
the colours of Feakle (Clare), Roscrea
and Knockshegowna (both Tipper-
ary), Celtic and Phoenix (both Dub-
lin).

She won a senior National League
medal with Tipperary and an All-Ire-
land junior medal with Dublin but it
was as an administrator where How-
ard really made her mark.

In 1980, she was elected as Tipper-
ary GAA PRO - becoming the first fe-
male board member of the county
where the association had been found-
edinl884.

Howard remained in thar role until
2003 and by the time she stepped
away the Tipperary trailblazer had be-
come one of the most recognisable

public relation officersin the GAA.
Howard was already a familiar face
to the GAA fraternity anyhow after
spending three years as a hurling and
Gaelic football analyst on The Sunday
Game-which launchedin 1979,
Outside of sport, Howard had a long
and successful career with Aer Lin-
gus, working in several roles from
ground and cabin crew to human re-
sources and eventually manager of
the airline’s cabin erew for Europe.

And it was through her HR role that
Howard ended up as a sports pundit.
Having appeared on RTE Radio to pro-
mote a recruitment drive for Aer Lin-
gus, broadcaster Mick Dunne heard
the interviewand recommended How-
ard try her hand at GAA punditry.

She was many years ahead of her
time foritwould be decades before tel-
evisionsports coverage would regular-
ly feature female analysts.

Howard was presidentof the Camo-
gie Association from 2006-09, the
first Tipperary person to be elected to
the organisation’s top position.

Shestrived to modernise the associ-
ation during her time in office and
pushed for greater promotion of the
sport. .

A former PRO of the organisation
too, she served the Camogie Associa-
tion with distinction across several
decades and continued to work for the
betterment of the game after her presi-
dency.

“On behalf of the Camogie Associa-
tion, 1 would like to share my sympa-
thies with Liz's family, her many
friends, former colleagues and the wid-
er Gaelic games community on her
passing,” said current Camogie Associ-
ation president, Brian Molloy.

“Liz Howard was one of the great
servants of our Association, someone
who dedicated decades of her life to
the promotion and development of
camogie at club, county and national
level. Her contribution to our sport
was immense.

“Liz brought passion, intelligence
and enormous energy to every role
she held.

“She was a proud advocate for camo-
gie and for women in sport, and her
leadership helped strengthen and
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M LizHoward, the
former president
ofthe Camogie
Associationwho
becameafamiliar
faceonRTE's The
SundayGameasa
hurlingand
footballanalyst

Liz brought
passion,
intelligence
and
€normous
energyto
everyrole
sheheld. She
wasa proud
advocate for
camogie and
for women
insport

modernise the Association during an
important period in its history.

“She will also be remembered as a
deeply respected figure within Gaelic
games, whose love for camogie and
hurling shone through in everything
shedid.”

Ahighlyskilled administrator, How-
ard was asked to serve on several na-
tional committees by the GAA.

She was a strong advocate for inte-
gration of the three Gaelic games or-
ganisations - GAA, Camogie Associa-
tion and Women's Gaelic Football As-
sociation. .

Speaking to The Irish Times three
years ago, she said: “I grew up in a
household where equality was never
mentioned, it just existed.

“We never thought we were any bet-
ter or worse than our male counter-
parts. [ think that was a great bonus,
but in other ways it was also a big im-
pediment because I believed every-
body thought the same,

“If integration is entered with an
open attitude, acceptance, respect,
and in the true meaning of the word
equality, thenit can be the most power-
ful amateur sporting organisation in
theworld.”

In 2012, she was appointed to Sport
Ireland’s anti-doping disciplinary pan-
el and remained a keen and informed
commentator of sport on social media
until recently.

Howard was also a massive tennis

fan and travelled across the globe to
watch the best players in the world -
though primarily to catch her beloved
Rafael Nadalin action.

It was joked at her funeral mass in
the Church of the Holy Spirit,
Youghalarra, on Monday thatin How-
ard’s mind the only blot against Nadal
was that he never hurled for Tipper-

ary.

For despite living in Dublin for
many years, it was Tipp where her
heartalways remained.

On April 19th this year, while an
in-patient at the Mater hospital, How-
ard convinced doctors she had toleave
for the day to visit a very sick elderly
aunt.

Later that afternoon, she was to be
found in Semple Stadium watching
Tipperary play Cork in the Munster
senior hurling championship.

“Above all else, Liz will be remem-
bered as a proud Tipperary woman, a
trailblazer, a mentor and aloyal friend
to so many throughout the GAA and
camogie communities. Her passion
for the Premier County never wa-
vered,” stated Tipperary GAA.

Liz Howard died peacefully at the
Mater hospital last Thursday.

She is survived by her sisters Pat
O'Driscoll, Jo Needham and Ann
O'Meara, her brother Gary, sis-
ter-in-law Aileen, brother-in-law Tom-
my and many nieces, nephews, grand-
niecesand grandnephews.
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In UPMC Nowlan Park, Limerick
got out to a dream start with Sarah
(’'Brien's goal, brilliantly finished
after she broke through two tack-
les, and a point from Orlaith Kelle-
her boosted the visitors further.

By the time they scored again,
however, Kilkenny had 2-7 on the
board, with a masterful display of
slick attacking.

Aoife Prendergast’s free and a
fine Laura Murphy point got the
Cats moving,

They edged into the lead on five
minutes when a free from defence
by goalie Aoife Norris, went over
the heads of the a mass of bodies,
leaving Prendergast to read the

breaking ball and finish a superb
goal.

It was all Kilkenny for the next
ten minutes as further points from
Laura Greene, Caoimh Keher-
Murtagh and three Prendergast
frees pushed them six clear and
that suddenly became nine with a
similarly sharp finish from the
prolific Prendergast.

Laura Southern and Donna
Kenny pointed to reduce the gap
by half-time and Limerick had the
wind in the second half, but it was
Kilkenny who surged out of the
blocks with a third goal from a
Sarah Barcoe flick, capitalising on
good build-up play from the

Limerick looking to bounce
back against Offaly

O’Loughlin Gaels duo of Greene
and Murphy.

But the action for the remainder
of the game lacked the same
energy, with just five points scored
in the next 20 minutes.

Kilkenny did surge across the
finish line however, adding injury-
time points from Rachel Dowling
(twa), Prendergast and Barcoe to
boost their scoring difference
and run up a 3-19 to 1-11 final
score.

The other action of the day was
in the Junior Championship,
where Louth beat Mayo 4-8 to 1-8
and Monaghan beat Donegal by
5-14 to 3-8 in Clontibret.

forwards in.camogie right now, if

Park last weskend, with Acife

Clare start with win
but Foudy wants more

- Camogie
Kevin Egan

Clare manager Eugene Foudy
was disappointed his charges
didn't push on from a com-

manding position but was

overall content with a 2-16 to

3-10 win over Dublin in

Zimmer Biomet Paire Chiosog
on Saturday in their Glen
Dimplex All-Treland Senior
Camogie Championship
Group 2 opener,

Dublin led by 0-3 to 0-1 after

a guiet first quarter and also
added two late goals but, in be-
fween, Clare were comfort-
ably superior.

“We got the three points on
the board, which was the main
thing,” Foudy said, before ac-
knowledging that his own de-
sire to bring fresh players into
the action may not have
worked out in this instance,

“We played well but bring-
ing in five subs late in the
game upset our rhythm a little
bit. They pushed away from
using the sweeper and pushed
up, and we were a bit naive on
one or two of the plays.

“Winning the first game out
at home is very important.

“From the 20th minute onin
the first half and the first 15 or
20 minutes of the second half,
we were super. We got great
scores, there was fantastic off-
the-shoulder running, the
goals were superb. Lorna
[McNamara, who scored 2-7]

got some wonderful points but
the guality of the ball going
into her made it easy for her.”
Kilkenny had it much easier
in their battle with Limerick,
running out 3-19 to 1-11
winners at a sun-kissed UPMC
Nowlan Park. -
Sarah O'Brien’s goal in the
first minuite gave Limerick a
dream start and that was fol-
lowed up by Orlaith Kelleher’s
point but the Cats had 2-7 on
the board before Limerick
raised a third flag, and it was
that response that delighted
team mentor Michael Walsh.
“We got off to a terrible
start, conceding 1-1 in the first
couple of minutes, but it wasa
great response from the girls.
They went to town in that 20-
minute spell,” said Walsh.
“The goal at the start of the
second half was a killer blow
to Limerick and the rest of the
game petered out from there.”
With one of the youngest pa-
nels in the championship, Kil-
kenny are disproportionately
affected by exam season but
the flip side of the coin is that
strong performances from
their minor, U16, and U23
teams have boosted the mood
in their camp even further.
“Rachel Phelan played in
every league match but her
Leaving Cert is coming up. It
goes to show the attitude that
girl has, herself and Grace
Brennan the same.
“Things like [underage suc-
cess] have a positive effect.”

CAMOGIE ALL-IRELAND

SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP
Clare...oo.... 3-9 Wexford.......... 11
Limerick........ 313 Offaly. ... - 4
Kilkenny.......2-16 Dublin........ 0-12

Group 2: Limerick v Offaly, TUS

All-reland Senlor Camogie
Champlonship previews

It may just be the second round of
action in Group 2 of the Glen Dim-
plex Allreland Senior Camogle
Champlonship but there is a real
sense of jeopardy in this wee-
kend's contests as counties chase
the top two spots in the sbe-team
table:

Group 2: Wexford v Clare, Chad-
wicks Wextord Pari, 3.30pm,
live on the Camogie
Assoclatlon’s YouTube channel
Leinster champions Wexford sui-
fered a shock defeat at the hands
of Offaly In thelr opaning assign-
ment and know they must make
amends this weekend at home In

order to breathe fire into their
championship campaign,

The Model County accounted for
fﬂlkenny and Dublin to clain prov-
incial honours but defeat in Tulla-
more leaves them with their backs
against the wall in the Glen Dim-
plex All-lraland Championship.
The in-form Banner come to town
hot off an opening-round 2-16 ta
3-10 victory over Dublin,
Goalkeeper Doireann Murphy pro-
duced a last-minute save to dany
the Dubs a draw in Ennis, while
Lorna McNamara backed up her
Centra Camogje League final tally
of 2-6, going ona better with 2-7
against the same opposilion,

The Yellowbellies will need to keep
1abs on one of the most in-form

they are to prevail, Prendergast striking for 2-8, Moylish, 3.30pm

Clare boss Eugene Foudy saidhis  Jimmy Meagher's team are fan- Limerick are looking to turn things
team are braced fora dogfight”in  gjed to claim one of the two All-lre- around after an 11-point defeat to
Chadwicks Wexford Park, with land quarter-final berths onofferin  Kilkenny last weekend and face a
their hosts In need of victory. this group and victory in Donny- Faithful County side riding a wave
Group 2: Dublin v Kilkenny, camney today would setthemup  ©f momentum upon their return to
Pamnell Park, 4.30pm nicaly, RETEN, the senior ranks.

The stakes are strikingly similar in After heavy defeats to Kilkenny
Parnell Park. The visitors arrive -and Tipperary in their last two.
with a pep in their step after an im- games, the Treaty need to make a
prassive victory last weekend, statement in TUS Moylish if they
while the hosts will feel they are in are to steady the ship. Mairéad
‘must-win' territory. ; Teshan's last-minute sirike se-

The Girls in Blue have struggled to cured an unlikely opening win for
bulld upon their run to the 2024 Offaly and another three points
All-Ireland semi-finals but the tal- ! ] !

ent is clearly there in the panal at.
presant. If things click, there is no
doubt that they could match their
county hurlers' feat against the
Cals at the same venue six days
earller.

Kilkenny, meanwhile, ran riot
against Limerick at UPMC Nowlan

Kilkenny's Aoife Prend
scored 2-8 last weekend,

today would go

Dublin
keen to
set record
straight
in Ennis

Camogie
Brian Barry
Following Offaly’s dramatic
victory over Wexford in last
Saturday’s opener, Group 2
of the Glen Dimplex All-Tre-
land Senior Camogie Cham-
pionship steps up a level this
weekend.

Clare meet Dublin at
Zimmer Biomet Paire Chio-
s6g today (Zpm).

These sides met in last
month's Centra Camogie
League Division 1B final,
with the Banner prevailing
3-11 to 0-17.

Eugene Foudy's side gave
a strong account of them-
selves in the Munster Cham-
pienship, taking Waterford
to extra time.

Given that they fell to the
Déise by 10 points last
summer, Clare are clearly
moving in the right direc-
tion.

The in-form Lorna MeNa-
mara led the charge in the
springtime showpiece,
notching 2-6, and Clare will
be hoping for more of the
same from their sharp-
shooter.

Dublin looked to put the
defensive lapses of that
league final defeat in the
rear-view mirror, as they
made their way through the
Leinster Championship.

Wins over Offaly and Car-
low saw them through to the
provincial decider. but a
commanding nine-point
half-time lead over Wexford
ultimately evaporated, as
the Model County snatched
victory in extra time.

Bill MeCormack’s outfit
will be gunning to set the
record straight in Ennis,
after a frustrating few
weeks,

Broadeast live on the Ca-
mogie Association’s You-
Tube channel today will be
Kilkenny v Limerick at
3.30pm in UPMC Nowlan
Park,

Kilkenny suffered a shock
defeat to Wexford in the
Leinster Championship
semi-final, but will see
themselves as frontrunners
in Group 2 over the coming
weeks.

It has been difficult to get
a read on this Treaty outfit
thus far in 2026,

A mixed league saw them
narrowly miss out on a Divi-
sion 1B final spet. but they
then endured a heavy
Munster semi-final defeat at
the hands of eventnal
winners Tipperary.

They will be looking to
make a statement on No-
reside.

The 2025 semi-finalists are
seeded in Group 1, which
kicks off in a fortnight’s
time.
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g's win over Sarsfields 1 in the

'remier Intermediate League Camogie Final at Castle Rd.

Picture: Noel Sweeney

Ballincollig up the pac
[0 beat Sars for the
ntermediate title

2-15
1-7

allincollig
arsfields 2

allincellig took the Premier
itermediate Camogie league
tle as they overcame Sars-
elds second adult team in
astle Rd yesterday,

A close opening 30 minutes
1w the side's level at four
oints each, in a half where
oth defences were under a lot
[ pressure.

Lucy Lynch in the Sars-
elds goal was in superb form
enving Ballincollig twice
ith excellent saves.

Twenty three minutes in
allincollig had opened up a
hree point advantage, but
arsfields keeping the press-
re on were back on level with
hree points without reply to
ie it up on the half time
vhistle.

Ballincollig upped the pace
n the second half picking off
ive points without reply be-
ore introducing their new sig-
1ing Cork senior panelist
>lodagh Finn into the game 12
ninutes into the second half it
1elped them close out the
rame as she contributed two
rpals and four points to seal
he game in their favour.

Linda Deorgan had the
rame’s opening score and
vith Chloe Casey replying the
sides were tied at a point each
hefore Leah Hannigan edged
Ballincollig in front,

It took an excellent save
from Lucy Lynch to deny Bal-
lincollig a goal.

Sorcha McCarthy and Oli-

via O'Leary were winning lot:

of Ballincollig possession, but
with Ciara Rice and Eimear 0°
Callaghan strong in the Sars-
fields defence, they held firm.

Leah Hannigan and Blai-
thin Cunniffe added Ballincol-
lig points to stretch their ad-
vantage to three, but driven on
by Deirdre McCarthy, who
was doing huge work, Sars-
fields were back on level terms

Linda Dorgan

e O

CAMOGIE

@ Mary Newman

with points from Ciara Rice,
Deirdre McCarthy and Chloe
Casey to tie the sides up at the
break.

From the restart, Ballincol-
lig began to gain a grip.

Blaithin Cunniffe, Sorcha
McCarthy, Linda Dorgan, and
Keeley Goulding had points as
the young Sarsfields sides
battled to get back into conten-
tion.

Chloe Casey and Lily May
Kelleher narrowed the gap in
between Ballincollig added a

point.

Clodagh Finn grabbed two
goals and adding to their tally
they added on points.

Sarsfields to their credit
TEVET Zave up.

Chloe Casey sent a free to
the net before adding two
points, but finishing strong
Ballincollig had points from
Saoirse McCarthy and Finn to
run out winners.

Huge credit must go to Sars-
fields on reaching the Premier
Intermediate League final
with their second adult team,
many of whom were minor
players.

Scorers for Ballineollig: C Finn 2-4, L

Hannigan, B Cunniffe, S McCarthy |, K
Goulding, L Dorgan (0-1f) 0-2 each O
Leary, 0-1.

Sarsfields: C Casaey 1-4 (1-4f's), C Rice
{1}, D McCarthy, L. M. Kelleher 0-1 sach.
BALLINCOLLIG: A Haringett; U Berbec-
ka, M Healy, S Bucklay; K Goulding, L
Waste, R Millett; | Fleury, A Scanlon; B
Cunniffe, L Dorgan, 5 McCarthy; L
Cooper, L Hannigan, O O'Leary.

Subs: F Cousins for L Cooper (hit), C
Finn for B Cunniffa (42), E Casay for L
Dorgan(57).

Sarsfields 2: L Lynch; § Scanlon, A
Nastor, N Quirke; A Soden, G Rice, EQ’
Callaghan; C Tiernsy C Galvin; D
McGarthy, M Sheehan, L Walsh; C
Casay (c), S Duggan, E Hegarty.

Subs: M Bracken for S Scanlon (22), L
M . Kelleher for S Duggan (h/t), E Kel-
leher for L Lynch (inj 46), J Power for G
Galvin (54), A Ryan for E O' Callaghan
(58), S Costetio for L Walsh (58).
Referee: Brandan Barrett (Ballygarvan).

o T |
= gl

amptsthet;uphy after Ballincollig's win over Sarsfields

i gk B o e o diata | eague Camogie Finals at Castle Road.

Castle Rd.

Sarsfields 2-17
St Finbarr's 0-12

Sarsfields won the Cork Camogie
Senior League final at Castle Rd yes-
terday as they proved far too strong
on the day for St Finbarr’s.

They were by far the better side overall,
but they will also be aware that the Barrs
were missing nine of the side that started
the Cork championship finallast year and
will be far stronger in a few months’ time
come this year’'s championship. :
That said, this was a very impressive
display by the winners and, if they pro-
duce that level of performance in the
championship, they will be a hard side to
beat.

There were quality displays from the
likes of Olivia McAllen, Lucy Allen, and
Rachael Roche, with Keeva McCarthy the
pick of the Barrs side.

Ella Woods opened the scoring for Sars
but unfortunately for her she had to go off
injured shortly afterwards. Lucy Allen
added a second as Sars were the quicker to
settle.

Keeva MeCarthy got the Barrs off the
mark from a free, and she added a second
from play to make it 0-2 each after six min-
utes.

Cork camogie treasurer Mary

B s i BB B o Pl el B

McSweeney presenting the Cork Camogie
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Captain Katie Barry and the rest of the Sarsfields players celebrate after defeating St Finbarr’s in the Cork Camogie Senior League final 2026 a

Maeve MeCarthy put Sars back in front,
with Keeva McCarthy replying at the
other end in an entertaining start to the
game. Another from Keeva McCarthy put
the Barrs in front as they led by 0-4 to 0-3
after 14 minutes.

Allen got her second, with Aocife Byrne
replying for the Barrs.

With 20 minutes gone, it was level again
when Clare Mullins scored for Sars as
they finished the half strongly. Olivia
MecAllen put them in front with Kate Fen-
nessy extending their lead to 0-7 to 0-5.

Keeva McCarthy had a shot on goal well
saved by Molly Lynch before Fennessy got
the last score of the half as Sars led by 0-8
to 0-5 at half time.

Sars moved further ahead less than a
minute into the second half when
MecAllen set up Mullins for their first goal,
before Allen added a point: 1-9 to 0-5.

Keeva McCarthy replied for the Barrs,
as she proved to be their only scorer in the

il
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Sars too good
for Barrs

second half.

Roche got on the scoreboard for th
winners, with Allen adding another, b
fore MeCarthy replied at the other end.

Mullins, Cliona Lynch, and Hollie He
lihy extended Sars lead to make it 1-14 to¢
3 after 43 minutes.

MeCarthy and Lynch exchanged point
hefore Sars got their second goal.

A superb ball from Lucy Kelly playe
Meallen in to find the back of the net an
Etll':I it went any chance of a Barrs com

ck.

Maeve MeCarthy and Herlihy adde
points, with Keeva McCarthy replyin;
but they were no more than consolatio
scores at that point, as Sars ran out d
serving winners to win back the cup the
last won in 2023.

Scorers for Sarsfields: G Muliins 1-2, O McAllen 1-1,
Allen 0-4, M McCarthy, K Fannessy, G Lynch (21}, H He
lity 0-2 sach, E Woods {f), R Reche 0-1 sach.

St Finbarr's: K McCarthy 0-11 (7i), A Byrma 0-1.
SARSFIELDS: M Lynch; E Murphy, I Barry, T Eliol
Kally, L Dunfea, G O'Donavan; C Lynch, A Hoche;
Allen, O McAllon, E Woods; C Mulling, M McGarthy,
Fennessy,

Sub: H Herlihy for E Woods (10 inj).

ST FINBARR'S: C Hurley: G Fitrgarald, A Egan,
O'Neill; C Goldan, G O'Connor, | Keegan, A Shannon,

Cahalans; N Oldan, K McCarthy, A Byme; C Twomay,
Hurley, H Fitzpatrick.

Subs: J Keating for H Fitzpatrick (43}, N Varian for
Byme. 5 McTiernan for C Golden (both 54).

Referee: John Horgan, Inniscarma

2

Sarsfields’ Lucy Allen shoots despite the attentions of 5t Finbar
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NCLUITINE Stars DOOSt ReDels

ahead of tough

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

GER Manley is confident fans
will see a more familiar Cork
camogie team in their All-Tre-
land championship campaign
that starts this Saturday.

The Rebels, minus a host of
regulars, endured a challeng-
ing league campaign before
suffering a surprise Munster
quarter-finalloss to Tipperary
on April 19th—that was Cork’s
last competitive outing.

It’s been a wait of over sev-
en weeks until this Saturday's
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
Senior Championship Group
1 opener away to All-Ireland
champions Galway in Athenry
(2pm).

But that break has been a
blessing in disguise, as Cork
are set to welcome back a
number of familiar faces, in-
cluding experienced forward
Amy Q'Connor and Newces-
town's Ciara 0'Sullivan, who
is back in contention after her
second cruciate injury.

‘We can’t wait for the cham-
pionship,’ Manley says.

‘lalways say the league is the
league, but championshipisa .
different gravy altogether.

“The girls have brought huge
energy to training over thelast
couple of months.

‘The results could easily
have gone differently for us in
the league, but we've definite-
ly improved. Getting players
back has strengthened us.

‘We're better in the forward
line, we're scoring more goals
and we're defending well.

‘Look, Galway are the team
to beat. They won the All-Ire-
land last year and they won
the league. They're a serious
side and it won't be easy. But
we'll give it our best shot on
Saturday.

Cork's returning players will
make a difference, especially
Amy O'Connor, who is in her
13th season at the top level.

‘We have Amy back now,
which is a big boost,’ Manley
SaYS.

‘She has been back on the
field four or five weeks now
and she’s been excellent.

*Amyisaleader;it'sall about
the team with her. She gets on
with it and she's really good
around the younger players,
giving advice and helping

Gilen Dimplex Senior
c: te Champi :
Cork v Galway In
Athenry onSaturday at
Zpm

It's been a quiet few
weeks for Ger Manley and
his crew as they have been
out of competitive action
since losing the Munster
Championship opener to
Tipperary, but that will A
change very quickly. C

It staris with a trip to the
All-Ireland champions on
Saturday and they are rar-
ing to go. “We got a lot of
work done since our last

lenge matches and even
though we have a couple
of injuries, we are looking
forward to this game.”

Cork have had a strange
season so far. They've had
“a lot of injuries and play-
ers for a variety of reasons
no longer with us but that
is something you have
to deal with and the girls
have".

Winning the Under 23
All-Treland was very impor-
tant: “It was and a lot of
our panel were invelved
and it’sagood gradeand to
end up as champions will
give the players confidence
going forward.”

Cork and Galway have
been the standard bearers
s oot veare ARd GEr

Jkmows this is not an easy
opener. “Never is but look
they are probably saying
the same about us but we
are ready and will give it

‘our best shot.”

Even without key play-
ers, there is a lot of quality
in this team: Meabh Mur-
phy, Laura Hayes, Saoirse
McCarthy, Emma Murphy,

McCartan among them.

champions and playing
at home might be enough
to see them collect the

game, played a few chal- po

this year and all teams in
this group will progress
to the knockout phase -
Waterford and Tipperary
are the other teams - top
two go direct to the semi-fi-
nal, the other two go to
QF’s which are played in
Croke Park and that might
he the right route to take.

test in Galway

them along.’

With Orlaith Mullins and
Clodagh Finn also expected
back in action in the weeks
ahead, you can understand
why Manley is feeling more
aptimistic about the All-Tre-
land series.

The eventual return of
six-time All-Ireland winner
Ashling Thompson, sidelined
since March by an elbow in-
jury, would provide another
huge boost.

‘Hopefully we'll see Ash-
ling at some stage during the
All-Ireland championship. [
couldn’t put a date on it be-
cause she had a very bad inju-
Ty, but her attitude and confi-
dence have been phenomenal.
She has done everything asked
of her to get back, said Man-
ley, who gave youth its fling in
the league as a new-look Cork

-took to the field.

As well as injuries, Cork
are without Laura Treacy
(retired), Hannah Looney
(AFLW), Aoife Healy (AFLW),
Pamela and Katrina Mackey-
-and Kate Wall this season,
so the Rebels have had to dig
deep.

‘That’s where the strength
of the squad comes in. Some-
body else steps up,” Manley
‘explains.

“There'll be a couple of girls
making their debut at the
weekend too, which is great
for Cork camogie and great
for the players themselves be-
cause thev've shewn up very
well with the U23s. he adds,
a nod to Cork’s recent All-Tre-
land U23 triumph that high-
lights the talent in the squad.

“We have been missing a lot
of players, but it has given a
great opportunity to some of
the younger players to get val-
uable experience. You saw the
U23s had an excellent cam-
paign—we have 14 or 15 players
from that group involved with
the senior squad and they ve all
played league games this year,
which is great”

The new championship for-
mat this season could also help
Cork. As one of the four 2025
semi-finalists - along with Gal-
way, Waterford and Tipperary
— the Rebels are in Group 1
and already assured of their
place in the knock-out stag-
es, The top two teams go into

my O’Connor, Orlaith
ahalane and Sorcha

Galway are the league

ints.
The format has changed

Manley
Cork

ready to
show
true form

Cork camogie manager Ger Manley.

‘Hopefully we'll see

at somestage
during the All-Ireland
champlonship’

the semi-finals, while the third
and fourth teams from Group 1
progress to the quarter-finals,
where they will meet the top
two sides from Group 2.

So, this format can allow
Cork to build for the business
end of the championship.

*You're spot on,’ Manley
agrees.

‘We'll probably need a
game for Ashling Thompson
when she’s back. We'll need
games for Orlaith Mullins and
Clodagh Finn. Ciara O'Sullivan
needs game time too — she's
back in full training now the
last couple of weeks and taking
contact again.

‘The important thing for
me is that the squad is getting
stronger. We gave alot of game
time to girls during the league
and there's good talent there.

‘Now it's about getting
everything to gel. There are
three tough matches ahead,

but we're still in the mix and
we're hoping to give a good
account of ourselves on Sat-
urday.’

With games away to Tip-
perary (June 14th) and home
to Waterford (June 28th) to
follow, all eyes now are on Gal-
way in a rematch of the 2025
All-Ireland final where Cork’s
three-in-a-row bid came up
short.

It’s the ideal game to focus
the mind.

‘For us it’s all about perfor-
mance,” Manley says.

‘Of course we want to win,
but the backdrop to the cham-
pionship this year is that the
four teams from last year's
semi-finals are all in one group
and they're all already quali-
fied for the knockout stages.

‘Naturally you want to get
straight through to a semi-fi-
nal, but it's a funny situation
when you're preparing for a
championship and you know
you can't be knocked out.

*For us, we're concentrating
solely on Galway. We know
how toughitwill bein Athenry.
We've had some tough days
up there over the years, but 1
think we've turned a corner at
the moment and we're hoping

{Photo: Ben Brady/INPHO

CIARA’S RETURN

CIARA O'Sullivan could make her returnfor Cork asearly asthis
Saturday's All-Ireland champlonship opener against Galway.

The Newcestown star has been sidelined since suffering
asecond crudate ligament injury last summer, having first
sustainedtheinjuryinearly 2023

‘Ciara will definitely be inthe panel
andshe'sin the mix, Cork boss Ger
Manley says.

‘We haven't picked the team yet,
but she's certainly in contention.
Shehas done very wellandlooked
sharpinthe challenge games.

‘She was non-contact fora
while;but she's back now and
the amount of work she has
put into get back has been
unbelievable. She needs.
game time now and _ J
she'll get some game ! 7
time.

‘Clara hasacouple
more weeks to get .
everythingexactly /
right, butshe'sina / i {

b A4 /

goodplace.’
sharpness coming back.
‘We're just hoping now
that we can bring what we've
been doing in training into the
game on Saturday.’

."“-.lu.‘

for a good performance.

‘As I always say, Cork hurl-
ers love hard ground, wheth-
er it's camogie or the men's
game, and you can see the

Orlaith Cahalane takes on Ally Hesnan of Galway during the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Senior Camogie Champlonship final lasty year.
PHOTO: RAMSEY CARDY/SPORTSFILE



Mairead Lynch, development officer Cork Camogie Board, presents the
Junior B League trophy to her club colleague Kilworth captain Laura

Sheehan.

Club sides claim a host

D

of camogie league fitles

A busy week of adult league
finals saw titles going to
Bishopstown, Blarney, Kil-
worth, Carrigtwohill and Kil-
brittain/Timoleague.

Bishopstown 3-10Sliabh Rua
0-18

Bishopstown took the Inter-
mediate League title in an ex-
citing contest,

At the interval, Sliabh Rua
led 0-12 to 1-4 after Emma
MeSweeney hit 0-5, Hannah
Deasy, Abbey O'Brien and
Caoimhe Horgan 0-2 each and
Niamh Nash grabbed one.
Bishopstown had three Julie
Scally points and one from
Niamh O'Donoghue, along
with a Natasha Barrett goal.

The second half was close.
Maeve Scannell was promi-
nent as Bishopstown began to
gain a grip.

$liabh Rua hit three with-
out reply through McSweeney
{(2) and Kayleigh Murphy be-
fore two Seannell goals within
a minute saw Bishopstown
edge in front,

Sliabh Rua added a point
with three minutes on the stop
watch but added-time scores
from Scannell and Kate Ri-
chardson saw Bishopstown
take the title.

Blarney 1-14 Youghal 2-9

In the Premier Junior final,
Blarney led 0-11 to 1-5 at the
break.

All through, little divided
the sides. Sam Swaine had
Youghal's first-half goal and
their second-half goal came
from an Amy 0'Connell free.
Ciara Crowley, Avril Cash-
man, Ava Hennessy, 0'Con-
nell and Swaine struck for
points but in the finish, Blar-
ney had enough.

Lucy O'Connell was on tar-
get with 0-10, three from play,
Grace Hughes grabbed a goal
T e
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and points from Megan
Murphy, Kelly Hedderman,
Katie Kelleher and Grace
Hughes swung the game in
Blarney's favour.

Kilworth 2-11 Cobh 2-8

A Caocimhe O'Flynn goal, five
minutes into the Junior B
final, settled Kilworth, with
Lucy Beecher and Emma Gib-
son adding points,

Gibson's goal, with four
minutes to the interval, was
followed by Ella May Fahy
points to see Kilworth lead 2-8
to 0-5 at the break.

Cobh came into the game
with goals from Erica Walsh
and Aoibhinn Andersoen. Kil-
worth settled though, with
points from O'Flynn and Ella
May Fahy (2) proving Key.

Kilbrittain/Timoleague 1-13
Watergrashill 0-7
Kilbrittain/Timoleague lifted
the Lily Grant title. They led
at the short whistle 1-7 to 0-5.
Anna Crowley had 1-1, Eva
Nagle converted two frees and
a 45 and with Rachel Butler (2)
and Jess Harrington also on

target.

Grace Moran had the Hill's
five points, one from play.

The West Cork side kept the
pressure on through the sec-
ond half with points from
Nagle (2), Harrington, Butler
and Crowley.

Moran hit two frees but
Watergrasshill were unable to
break down a strong defence.

Carrigtwohill 1-10 Bandon
1-2

A late free gave Carrigtwohill

the Junior C league final ina

game that went down to the

wire.

rr[ "

Padraic Treacy, chairman Cork Camogie Board, presents the Intermedi-
ate League trophy to Bishopstown captain Abbie Ahern.

Cork head to Galway tomorrow to
take on the Tribeswomen in their
opening round of the Glen Dimplex
All-Ireland Senior Camogie cham-
pionship.

The game throws-in at 2pm, and the Re-
bels will be hoping for a better result than
their last visit to Kenny Park, Athenry.

They took on Galway at the same venue
in the league earlier in the season, and it
was a tension-filled game for the Rebels.

They lost out by 0-18 to 1-9, a result that
could have seen them relegated.

They were saved by Kilkenny’s win
over Antrim, as thankfully, Cork re-
mained in the top flight of the league.

While Galway were short several
players that day, but it was nothing com-
pared to Cork, who had only six of the side
that played in their All-Ireland loss to the
same county available for selection.

It has been a season of change for Cork
and one where they were not helped by in-
juries to key players.

The likes of Amy O’Connor, Clodagh
Finn, Meabh Cahalane, Sorcha McCar-
tan, and Ashling Thompson were among
those not available at various stages in
their league campaign.

Up to tomorrow, O'Connor and Finn
have vet to feature in the Rebel red this
season. On that front, there is good news
as O'Connor is available for selection and
is likely to feature at some stage tomor-
row, if not in the starting 15.

Finn did come on for her club last Mon-
day in their league final clash with Sars-

Cork captain Meabh Cahalane has been ruled out of their clash with
Picture: @INPHO/Laszlo Geczo

Galway with a hamstring injury.

BACK: Amy 0'Connor in action against Kilkenny, makes a wel

Rebels hope for
winning start to
I=ireland campaign

CAMOGIE

fields second side and scored 2-4 but she is
a bit off inter-county level yet.

But as the season progresses Finn is
likely to come into the reckoning which
can only be good news for manager Ger
Manley.

Thompson picked up a serious elbow in-
jury against Kilkenny in the league and is
ctill a bit off returning to action.

They were also dealt another blow with
Meabh Cahalane picking up a hamstring
injury in training a few weeks ago, and
che is also out of tomorrow's game.

There was also a hope that the Mackey
sisters — Pamela and Katrina - would re-
turn to the squad, but they have stepped
away from camogie and are unlikely to
feature for their club, Douglas, this sea-
son.

Ava McAuliffe and Anne Kearney are
others that won't feature as they are doing
their Leaving Cert,

8o, Cork go into tomorrow’s game as
clear underdogs as they bid to upset the
form book.

Galway are the defending All-Ireland
champions and will want to lay down a

»

come return ot the (ork panel for their trip to Galway tomorrow.

Meabh Murphy had an impressive league ca

Picture: Piaras O Midheach

marker against the side they considered
their biggest rivals for the title, and they
like nothing better than beating Cork.

They have a talented squad with the
likes of Carrie Dolan, Niamh Mallon,
Olwen Rabbitte, and Dervla Higgins just
some of the players they can call on to-
Morrow. _

They have already won the league this
year and will be determined to retain
their All-Ireland crown come the end of
the season.

The odds are stacked against Cork, but
there is nothing better the Rebels like
than upsetting the odds.

Cork have plenty of talented players at
their disposal with Libby GoPpinger and
Laura Hayes leading their defence.

Meabh Murphy was another to impress
across the league, and Izzy O'Regan 1s
back to her best after a serious injury kept
her out of the 2025 campaign. ,

Orlaith Cahalane is a handful for any
defence, as are McCartan and Saoirse
MecCarthy. : 4

In some ways it's afree hit for both sides
in a group that also contains Tipperary
and Waterford.

All four sides will qualify for the
guarter-finals at the very least, with the
top two going to the semi-finals.

In the other group, the top two, most
likely Kilkenny and Clare, will join the
bottom two from Cork’s group in the
quarter-finals,

So, while Cork and Galway will both be
aiming for a winning start, they can still
afford to experiment and look at a few
players tomorrow.,

mpaign for Cork.
Picture: INPHD/L assln Raren
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Corlcs Orlaith Cahalane takes on the Galway defence during their Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship Group 1game at Kenny
Park, Athenry. Picture: James Lawlor/ Inphe

Cork off to a
winning start

Galwa 1- 16 to 0-6. Two minutes later and, Cork had
y 8 CAMOGIE another goal chance, this time Healy
Cark 0-18 denying McCarthy a green flag.

Cork got their Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
Championship round robin campaign off
to a winning start at Athenry in Co Gal-
way on Saturday.
It's never easy to beat the Tribeswomen
up there as Cork, despite a poor league . :
and Munster campaign. reminded all ! as Cork ran out deserving winners to get
others they are not gcone away. a-row to keep the scoreboard ticking over their All-Ireland eampaign off to a win-
Any time vou win it's always a good for Cork ' ning start.
day, but what was most impressive about _ Amy O'Connor, in her first game back
Cork's success was their work rate and from injury, pointed from a free with Ava  Scorers for Galway: C Kelly 1-0, A Keane 0-3f, A Barry
physicality as they took the game to Gal- Fitzgerald also scoring, to make it 0-11 to 1. N McPeake 0-2.each, A Donohus 0-1.
way from start to finish. 0-3. od i f for Gal ﬁ:’ﬁSs'i'.qfc“a"ggnﬁmr?'lgn?‘cﬁfn"ﬁngoﬂ'ol'
Cork were simply back to near their Keane replied from a free for Galway, T8 AL SACT, L enloeTlL e
best with impressive displays all over the but late scores from McCartan and Hayes Ganelano; G Qnkn -1 sest 3
pitch. saw Cork lead by 0-13 to 0-4, as they turned  GARYY 3 fegh B Haniv B Oack: B g N
Their new look half-back line was out- to play against the strong wind. . Malion, N McPeaks, A Donohue; S Corcoran, M Dilon,
standing, led by Meabh Murphy at centre- Two early frees from O'Connor in- K Madden.
back. creased Cork’s lead as they kept putting  Subs: A O'Reilly for N Mallon (30), C Dolan for K
Behind her Libby Coppinger, once pressure on the Galway defence. Madden (35), A Barry for A Donohue, C Kelly for A
again, showed why she is considered one Keane and McPeake replied for Galway *eand balh51).
of the best defenders in the game, before Cork had their first goal chance. CORK: A Leg; | O'Regan. L C?PD“HQI_;'- A Egan; A
Laura Hayves and Millie Condon werein _ Orlaith Cahalane burst through the mﬂ ..".’Jéf,a";”é fq'ﬁﬁ?ﬁq%m;' E.'f:z:}ﬁ:
control at midfield, with Saoirse Galway defence only to be denied by a ane, AO'Gonnor, | : ?
MeCarthy, in particular, leading the Gal- superb save from Sarah Healy. Subs: R Murphy for H Ryan (51). © O'Sullivan for M
way defence a merry dance all through,  Cahalane pointed, after 48 minutes, to Condon (58).
Whilst Cork won't be getting carried Kkeep Cork well in control as they led by 0-  Referee: Liz Dampsey, Kilkenny.
away with this win, it was one they needed
as a major confidence boost after their re-
cent showings, including being well & %
beaten in the league at the same venue, :
Hayes opened the scoring for Cork after
she was played in by Hayley Rvan, with
MeCarthy adding a second as Cork were
far quicker to settle.
Galway got off the mark after seven
minutes when Niamh McPeake scored,
hiut the Rebels were dominating at this
stage,
McCarthy added another from a free,
with Isobel Sheehan getting Cork’s fourth
to put them (-4 to 0-1 up after 12 minutes.
Sorcha MeCartan and MeCarthy added
two more as Galway were finding it diffi-
cult to get to grips with Cork.
Aine Keane replied for the Tribe-
swomen from a free, but two more from
gi;@nrthy:kapt Cork well in front at 0-8 to

Two frees from Aoibheann Barry made
it 0-16 to 0-8, before O'Connor was on tar-
get again for Cork. -

In injury time, Galway pulled a goal
back when Cacimhe Kelly scored, with
Ciara O'Sullivan replying at the other end

il
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sidﬁ? w?ﬂl I?icﬂﬂrgn]segliiltﬁigﬁ?élttgﬁ rlt'ﬁ‘i,ﬁ“’ Galway’s Shannon Corcoran is tackled by Cork’s Libby Coppinger and Millie Condon during their
. ¥ (

championship clash at Kenny Park. Picture: James Lawlor/ Inpho

Park, Athenry.

Niamh Mallon of Galway is tackled by Ais an of Co
Glen Dimplex All-Irefand Senior Camogie Championship dlash at Kenny

o7
ling Egan of Cork during their
Picture: INPHO/James Lawlor

Manley: Our work rate
was phenomenal

‘That's more like it' is prob-
ably the easiest way fo sum up
Cork’s win over Galway in the
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
Championship at Athenry last
Saturday. _

After league and Munster
campaigns that fell below the
high standards they expect of
themselves, they bounced
back with a good win over the
All-Ireland champions by 0-18
to 1-8. While no one will be get-
ting carried away and Galway
won't be overly concerned.
either, it was an important
win for the Rebels, .

They needed to remind
others they haven't gone
away, and they needed to re-
mind themselves that they are
still a guality side and on their
day can beat anyone.

It's not too often Cork have
won in Galway, and it was
manager Ger Manley’s first
win there. But as delighted as
Manley was with the win, he
was more delighted with the
performance and the work
rate of his side.

“Look, we're delighted, 1
know it's only one game, but
for us it's a good start to the
campaign,” said Manley. “It's
my first time winning Galway
in five vears. I've not had a
win here before. 1 don't know
if we've ever won up here.

“We've been going well in
trair ing. but that doesn’t al-
ways transfer onto the pitch.
To be fair, it was some per-
tormance from the players,
and to give them their credit,
they drove it on themselves.

“You can see today, they
were driven on the pitch, and
we had a few new girls out
there, and I thought they did
very well, all the young
players did well. I think it was
a deserved win, but there is
still plenty of work to do in the
coming weeks.”

The work rate of Cork was
impressive from start to fin-
ish, and Manley said they
have been working on that
since the Munster champion-
ship loss to Tipperary, six

&

chambionship dash last Saturday.

Cork’s Saoirse McCarthy takes on Galway's Ally Hesnan during their

- CAMOGIE
u Rory Noonan

weeks ago, “Sean (Crowley),
James (Nyhan), and Gemma
(O’Connor), and the others
have been driving that in the
last couple of weeks.

“We also had players
coming back, Amy O’Connor
made a big difference. Laura
Hayes was phenomenal, Milly
Condon, Sacirse McCarthy,
and Libby Coppinger was out-
standing at full-back. ;

“heabh Murphy, making
her first appearance here for
us at centre-back, led by
example, while Aisling Egan
was excellent in her first
championship game. She was
very solid and difficult to get
past. At this level, that kind of
work rate is essential. You
have to work hard to win
matches, and I thought our
physicality, tackling, and
overall intensity were Very
good. It is never easy against
Galway. They are an excep-
tionally good team, and they
are not going away, but
neither are we.”

Some people may have been
writing Cork off after the
league, but this was just a
reminder they're still in the
reckoning. “We're not guaran-
teed anything. It's one per-
formance. We must back it up
next week against Tipperary,
but it gives us a bit of confi-
dence. ;

“Our confidence was prob-
ably a bit low there after the
league and stuff. T think sum-
mertime suits us a bit better.
Look at Orlaith Cahalane
there today, her touch and
stuff. She won vital ball there
in the second half, creating
aoal chances. I think, with this
team, they have been like that
for the last couple of years.
Championship has been their

, and it’s our focus now.

“We will get back at it in
training during the week and
concentrate on the Tipp

game.”

Picture; INPHO/James Lawior
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League title

Sliabh Rua captured the Lil-
lie O'Sullivan junior A league
title with an impressive 1-18 to
1-8 victory over Brian Dillons
at Castle Road last Saturday.

The Seuth East side pro-

duced an outstanding team
performance to claim the
silverware, with Hannah
Deasy leading the way as she
finished with seven points.
Caitlin Hurley's first-half goal
gave Sliabh Rua an early ad-
vantage, while Kayleigh Mur-
phy also contributed seven
points in a superb attacking
display.

Sliabh Rua led 1-5 to 0-5 at
half-time and took complete
control after the break. Deasy
was particularly influential
in the second half, while Ro-
byn O'Brien, Evelyn Rath and
Murphy all added important
scores.

At the back, the defence
was excellent throughout,
with Aine Cummins and
Aisling Coleman prominent
as :h.ey limited Brian Dillons’
SCOring opportunities.

-
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The Sliabh Rua team and mana,

FAB FOUR: Corl’s Hayley Ryan, Isobel Sheehan, Cliona 0'Callaghan,
Group 1 win over Tipperary at Semple Stadium. See report on Page 15.

Camogie

Well done to Ballinascar-
thy camogie player Eabha
O’Leary from Castleview
who played with the primary
school team at halftime dur-
ing the Munster senior hurl-
ing final in Pdirc Ui Chaoimh
last Sunday,

It was a fantastic occasion
for all the young players, their
families and clubs. Congratu-
lations to Millie Condon and
the Cork seniors on their win
in the first round of the cham-
pionship against Galway last

weekend.

Pairc Ui Chaoimh last Sun-
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and Aoife Barrett savour their All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship

Picture: Dan Clohessy/Inpho

Inniscarra capture the
league title after big
‘win over Eire Og

N —

Inniscarra 2-12 CAMOGIE
FireOg 0-5 « Mary Newman i
“irst half goals from Acibhinn  placed teams go forward to the
viurphy and Anne-Marie Col-  quarter final.
yman helped Inniscarra lead The decision to play |
=)y six points at halftime 2-7t0  through the holiday months

-1 in the Barry O'Sullivan
eague final against Eire Og..
ire Og battled hard in the
second half to trv and find a
vay back with Roisin
=iurphy, Maria Barry
Murphy and Ciara Roche
working hard but Inniscarra
«ept ahead thanks to good
vork with Ava O'Regan, Aoife
Jower Sinead Herlihy and
Yoibhinn Murphy, who were
il prominent as they held the
ipperhand to ensure they
1eld on to take the title,
icorers for Innlscarra: A Murphy, AM
—0oleman 1-0 each, A O'Regan 0-3 (0-11
. A Pawer 0-2, A Sheehan N Dinan, S
YCennor, § Herlihy 0-1, A McCarthy, A
Aynch, A Brislane 0-1 each.
Sre Og: R Murphy 0-3, M Barry Murphy,
3 Roche 0-1 each.

. U14 FINALS

The juvenile camogie board
will hold their Ul4 final this
weekend in Castle Road.

Tomorrow, Saturday, in the

J14 B2 “1" final, Inniscarra 2
will meet either Watergrashill
ar Sarsfields at 10.30am.

This will be followed by the
J14 B2 “2” final at 1.30pm be-
:ween St Colm's and Sars-

=1elds 3.

The Ul4 Premier 2 final is
an Tuesday at 7.15pm when
Midleton will meet Ballincol-

The Ul4A camogie final is
=on Wednesday with Barryroe
meeting Erin's Own.

In the U14 B final, Rockban
play Fr O'Neill's on Tuesday
18 or Tuesday 23, the date is
still to be confirmed for this

final. )

On Friday, June 17 in the
Premier 1 final, Newtown-
shandrum will meet Sars-
jelds 1 at 7.15pm.

MINOR

The minor camogie cham-
sionship draws took place re-
sently.

With the county board de-
:iding to start the champion-
ship earlier this year, clubs
xill have to have their first
zame played on or before 30th
o June.

Second round gamess are to
se played on or before July 21,
with third round on or before
Angust 11. )

There will be a big break
then until October when the

Avmrin inmars and cannnd

will impact on a lot of clubs |
with families heading away |
through the popular school |
holiday months.

In premier minor camogie,
there are three groups of three
teams.

AR L

In Emp one we have Barryroe, Agha- |
bullogus and Newtgwnshandrum.

Group two Is Eire Og, Douglas and Bal-
lincollig and in group thres, Sarsfisids,
Sliabh Rua. andnniscama will play each
other

- =

In the premier 2 arade. there are 14
teams brokan Into four groups.

There are two groups of four, and two
groups of thraa.

Group one [s Clonakily. Ballyhea, StFin-
bam's and 5t Fanahan's,

Group two is Killeagh, Midleton, Clough-
duv, and Ballinhassig.

Group three is Fr O'Nsill's, St Cather- |
ina's, and Kitbrittaln / Timoleagua.
Group four is Bishopstown, Blamey, and
Kalwarih,

11 Ve e BT

Minor A

In the minor A camogie |
grade there are 14 teams in |
four groups, :

There are two groups of four |
teams and two groups of three |
teams. |
Group one is Erin's Own, Inniscarra 2,
Glen Rovers, and Newcestown. |
Group twa is Charevilie, Milford, Laoch-
ra Og, and Youghal.

Group thres is Douglas 2, Banteer, and
Baliygarvan.

In Minor B there are 12 teams.
Ingroup one wa have Valley Rovers, Ba-
linascarthy, Dungoumey, and Brian Dil-
lon's,

Group two is Mallow, Farmoy, Ballinora,
and Carrigtwohill.

Group three is Bride Rovers, Bandon,
Kinsale Castiemartyr, and Aghada.

The Minor C grade has 16 teams broken
inta four groups of four.

Group one is Aghada, Grenagh, Trac-
ton, and Watergrazsnill.

Group twa Is Crosshaven, Enniskeans,
Cobh, 2nd Passage West.

Group three is Blackrock, Kiibree. Cast-
lelyons, and Kildorrey.

Group four is Reckban, 51 Colum's, Na
Plarsalgh, and St Vincant's.

SUMMER CUPS

The adult and juvenile
boards have organised
summer cup competitions for
the month of July to keep
players playing during what is
traditionally holiday time.

These competitions are or-
ganised to enable clubs ic
kgeupaglayers who may be
av 1o playing matches.

The compefitions are
played on a small-sided basis
with reduced numbers due to

riaiare haine an halidove
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Internet star Ryan relishing breakthrough season

Camogie
Daragh O Conchuir

Hayley Ryan began posting videos of
her impressions of Love Island contes-
tants in 2019 and to say they took off
would be a significant understateinent.

_One guick internet search will
disclose the nationwide coverage her
mimicry received, in terms of print and
online reaction.

The young Douglas talent hit the
local airwaves and exhibited her broad
range beyond that show. Her Joe Brolly
is magnificent. That exposure earned
her a gig as a radio host on Cork station
Red FM.

The Blackrock attacker represented
the county at Ul6, minor, and

-L_‘IJ-‘_ |
GRATEFUL: Hayley Ryan says the team ‘are
blessed that camogie is huge in Corl’.

study and then they'll do better.

“S0 we needed that league and we
needed that Munster campaign to have
those losses and take the learnings.”

Gien Dimplex Senlor
Camogile Champlonship

* Corkv Tipperary onSun-

¢ day inSemple Stadium

' at3.30pm Eimear McGrath, Cao-
- Arare but well deserved imhe Stakelum, Karen
win in Athenry for Ger Blair, Eimear Heffernan
* Manley’s sidehas putthem and Laura Leenane can
inastrong positiontomake recapture the form that
the semi-final and they will saw them win the Munster
head to Thurles on Sunday Championship.
in confident mood. As for Cork, Libby Cop-
“We played very well but pinger, Meabh Murphy,
looking the training over Laura Hayes Saoirse McCa-
the Iast few weeks, I could rthy, Orlaith Cahalane
see itcomingand of course and Emma Murphy all
we had big players return- delivered big displays in
ing as well.” Athenry - a repeat perfor-

Ger was also looking for- mance will be enough for
ward to Sunday: “Tipp are another win.

a good team; we drew with

them in the league and

they beat us in the Munster

Championship and playing CAMOGIE ALL-IRELAND
in Thurles is ilII.'PDl'tHIIt '.a INTERMEDIATE
both sides.”

The win in Athenry was LIS i 312 Westmeath.....1-9
achieved with a solid first Meath ... 415 CArlOW..... 112
half having played with the
wind. But also crucial was CAMOGIE ALL-IRELAND
the start of the 2nd half PREMIER JUNIOR
when “we didn't allow Gal- CHAMPIONSHIP
way to build any momen-
tum and the goal came In Cavan..........0-18 Kildare......... 19
the last minute when the
match was won”. Roscomman...7-21 Wicklow ... -6

Injuries are still an issue.

nméabh (Caha]anel and Amagh .......... .3-‘15 T}'I‘ﬂne ........ q...q--ﬂ‘g :
R CAMOGIE ALL-IRELAND

ill out but getting there

::-igt':opeﬁ]ﬂf anot]%er cou- JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

ple of weeksand they will MayDcacscnen 12 Monaghan...... 6

be back.” LUt v 218 Donegol..oc 18

Tipperary lost to Water-

intermediate level, before winning two
All-Treland medals as part of the senior
‘panel.

Now, after taking a year out, she has
established herself as a regular starter.

She was beginning to strain at the
seams so the radio gig had to be relin-
quished but, after last vear's sabbatical
from the Cork set-up, Ryan accepted an
invite to do some analysis for Clubber.

Now, with the conelusion of the
school year, the 28-vear-old is taking a
career break from teaching to take up
an internship in RTE’s sports depart-
ment,

“It's all go at the moment,” Ryan con-
cedes. “T'm still in Dublin midweek and
coming down at weekends but I'm going
to try to sort something out midweek.
I'm a busy woman at the minute but

ford last Sunday and they
will be anxious to get the
win particularly as they are
playing at home and with
All-Treland champions Gal-
way in their last game they
certainly won't want to be
heading west on the back
of two defeats.

They were missing a cou-
ple of players last Sunday
and they will hope that

management have been extremely
understanding and supportive.

“I'm diving more into the media stuff
and taking a career break next year.”

Clearly, that media engagement
seven years ago provided the opening
window,

“I'haven't put up a video in a while,”
she says. “I know Love Island is on at
the moment but, would you believe, 1
haven’t had time to watch it vet. But
after a few weeks watching it, I would
get the voices. That time, it just blew up.
1 wasn't expecting that at all. But that
was the start of it."

Ryan is one of a number of new-
comers to the Rebels line-up as Laura
Treacy, the Mackey twins, and Hannah
Looney have stepped away, while in-
jury has sidelined Ashling Thompson

| Rebels look :
to build on
Galway win

Camogie

Brian Barry

After roaring into life last
weekend, Group 1 of the
Glen Dimplex All-Treland
Senior Championship con-
tinues tomorrow.

With two automatic semi-
final berths up for grabs, the
four teams will be looking to
take a major step towards
Thurles on July 25.

As Kilkenny and Clare, in
particular, look dangerous
in Group 2 — on a break this
weekend — last year's semi-
finalists Waterford, Galway,
Tipperary, and Cork will be
wary of taking the scenic
route to the last four.

Waterford had their
chances against Galway in
the Centra Camogie League
final in April but were left to
ponder what might have
been as the Tribeswomen
won out 0-13 to 0-11.

The Déise used home ad-
vantage to avenge a Munsier
final defeat against Tipper-
ary last Sunday and will
look to set the record
straight once more when the
Westerners come to Walsh
Park at 2pm tomorrow. !

Cathal Murray didn't
mince his words after Gal-'
way’s defeat to Cork, con-
ceding “we were a long way
off our own standards”. |

A late Ailish O'Reilly goal
merely put some gloss on the,
0-18 to 1-8 full-time score,
and Murray will know the
All-Treland champions must
raise their game if they are
to get back on track.

There were legitimate
gquestions around Cork
heading to Athenry last wee-
kend but Ger Manley’s te.
answered every single one o
them.

While Saoirse McCarthy
and Amy O'Connor led the
charge, they were ably as-
sisted by the vounger co-
hort. Orlaith Cahalane took
a major step forward and
looked at home in the Re-
bels' forward line.

The resounding seven-
point vietory over the reig-
ning All-Ireland champions
put any worries about
Cork’s early-season form to
bed.

Is this version of Cork
here to stay for the summer?
The coming days will tell.

The Leesiders travel to
Thurles (3.30pm tomorrow)
with a pep in their step, look-
ing to reverse Tipperary's 1-
18 to 2-9 victory in the
Munster Championship at
the same venue,

The Premier County were
impressive in their run to

provineial honours but were
bested by a strong Waterford
side last weekend.

Seven points from play
were all that Tipp could
muster on Suirside last Sun-
day in their 0-16 to 1-10 de-~
feat, 5

James Heffernan's team
know another defeat will see
their top-two hopes hanging'

| by a thread, :

and inhibited the first half of the season
for Amy O'Connor and Saoirse
MceCarthy,

After a stuttering spring, Ger Man-
ley’s crew got this year's championship
campaign off to the perfect start with
last Saturday's comprehensive victory
over Galway.

While a sixth consecutive appearance
in the decider is a long way away,
and Tipperary will provide a stern
examination at FBD Semple Stadium on
Sunday, it was a tremendous boost.

“We won the All-Ireland in "23 and '24
and then I decided last year that 1
wanted to do a bit of travelling. 1 sup-
pose | wanted more game time too and
felt 1 would be better giving time to my

" club,

“When Ger rang me at the beginning

Superb away win all
but sees Cork into
All-lreland semi-final

Cork
Tipperary

0-21
0-18

Back-to-back victories for the
Cork senior camogie team as
they overcame the challenge
of Tipperary to ensure they
are top of their group with a
game to play in two weeks
time against Waterford.

This victory will almost cer-
tainly ensure they will prog-
ress to the Glen Dimplex All-
Ireland semi-final.

It was by no means an easy
victory as Cork were made
fight hard to the finish for
their win.

Tipperary battled hard but
Cork had excellent displays in
defence with Izzy O'Regan,
Meabh Murphy and Libby
Coppinger solid all through.

In an opening half, where
Tipperary played with the aid
of a strong wind blowing to-
wards the Killanian end of
FBD Semple Stadium, the
sides were level on six occa-
sions and it was 0-11 each at
the half time whistle,

It took Amy Lee to deny Tip-
perary's Eimear McGrath the
game's opening goal from a 20-
metres free after referce Brian
Kearney had moved the ball
forward. McGrath pointed the
resulting 45 and it was level
pegging after 30 minutes.

Cork had opened up a five
point to three lead 10 minutes
in with Amy O'Connor Sorcha
McCartan, Hayley Ryan, and
Emma Murphy on target as
the Rebels dictated the open-
ing 10 minutes.

Tipperary, with Grace
O'Brien and Eimear MeGrath
finding the range kept in
touch.

Sorcha McCartan and Ei-
mear McGrath traded points
as Cork kept their noses in
front, but an ever improving
Tipperary were finding gaps,
and with Eimear MeGrath and
Grace O'Brien proving a hand
full they were back on level
terms at seven points apiece
with 20 minutes played.

Cork were winning a lot of
Ppossession with Laura Hayes,
Emma Murphy and Millie
Condon moving the ball
quickly and as the sides
traded point for point it was
level pegging to the half time
whistle - Laura Hayes, Amy
O'Connor and Saoirse
McCarthy with Cork points,
as Eimear McGrath, Rofsin
Howard and Grace O'Brien
picked off Tipperary scores,

Referee Brian Kearney was
over fussy penalising for over-

g on three consecutive

of this year, I said, ‘If I'm ﬁi;;g to do it,
I'm going to give it everything,”, I have
gotten a lot of game time, so I'm very
grateful.

“Obviously, we were over the moon to
get the win against Galway. A win was
very important for us because we did
have a very tough league campaign and
the Munster campaign didn’t go the
way we wanted. So the outside noise
with all of that was that Cork were gone
away,

“We actually never listened to that.
We are blessed that camogie is huge in
Cork, and the talent is there. It was just
a panel of very talented plavers that had
never played together. So, like any-
thing, if you've a very smart student
and they just sit a test, they're not going
to ace the test — but let them do a bit of

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

occasions in the half which
was leading to frustration and
with the ball being moved for-
ward McGrath saw her
chance and went for a goal but
the alertness of Amy Lee en-
sured no way through and
with the resulting 45 pointed it
was all square at the break,

The second half took on the
same pattern as the opening
half, but erucially Cork edged
ahead in the opening minute
with points from Amy O'Con-
nor and Emma Murphy.

Tipperary responded with
an Eimear Heffernan point,
but again Cork hit two in a
row with Sacirse McCarthy
and Amy O'Connor pointing
frees.

McGrath fired over two
points in reply to one from
Saoirse McCarthy and from
here on it was score for score
a5 play swung from end to
end.

Cork held their lead as Tip-
perary could never manage to
get in front,

With four minutes remain-
ing Cork led by four points
Sorcha MeCartan, Amy
O'Connor and Saoirse
McCarthy cancelling out
points from Aoife Dwyer and
Eimear Heffernan.

As Tipperary pushed for
something they won two frees,
which Eimear MeGrath duly
slotted over to reduce the defi-
cit to two points as the game
entered three minutes of
added time.

But the final say was with
Cork as Amy O'Connor
pointed a close in free with
seconds remaining as they
had done enough to get over
the line.

Corks Laura Hayes was
named player of the mateh
after an excellent display.
Scorers for Cork: A O'Cannor 0-2 (0-
615, 5 McCarthy 0-5 ( 0-11), 5 Mc Cartan
M::'hE Murphy.0-2, H Ryan, L Hayos 0-1
cacn.

Tipperary: E McGrath 0-8 (-6 1's, 0-1
45), E Hollarnan 0-4, G'Q" Brien 0-4, B
Howard, A O Dwyer 0-1 each,

Cork: A Lee; | O'Regan, L Coppingar, A
Egan; A Fitzgerald, M Murphy, | Shos-
han; M Condon, L Hayes; H Ryan, S
McCarthy, E Murphy; S MeCartan, © Ca-
halang, A O'Connor,

Subs: R Murphy for H Ryan (38}, A
MeAullife for E Murphy (58),

Tipperary: L Leenane; A Quintisk, M
Eviston, E Loughman; § Corcoran, G
Mahir, C Gulnan; K Bialr, G Mclnlyre: E
Heflornan, L Purcell, G Hennessy; H?-m
ward, E McGralh, G O'Bricn,

Subs: A Dwyer for C Hennessy (48), K
Ralph for C Mcintyre (54), N Treacy for G
O'Brien (57).

Referee: Brian Kearney (Kildara),
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MAKING A POINT: Cork’s Amy 0'Connor scores a point against Galway in their Glen Dimplex All-Ireland senior camogie clash at Athenry. 0'Connor

% 2

made a welcome return to the side following a recent injury.
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Picture: INPHO/James Lawlor

Cork focused

on Tipp clash

Cork travel to Tipperary on Sunday
in confident form after their win over
Galway in Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
senior camogie championship.

The game throws-in at 3.30pm on Sun-
day at FED Semple Stadium, and the Re-
bels will be looking for a bit of revenge
over the home side.

Tipp knocked Cork out of the Munster
championship several weeks ago at
Semple Stadium and were deserving
winners on the day.

Cork’'s win over Galway last Saturday
was a bit like the expression — one swal-
low doesn't make a summer,

The same can be said for the Rebels —
one win won't make their summer,

But it was a much-needed win for Cork
and a confidence boost to Ger Manley's
side.

Some outside of Cork would have put
the Rebels down the pecking order in
terms of winning the All-Ireland so it was
a timely reminder that they are not gone
away.

They won't be getting carried away
with the win and know another tough
challenge lies ahead on Sunday,

Tipperary are the Munster champions
and are one of the sides fancied by many
to be in contention to lift the O'Duffy Cup.

al
byl

CHASING: Cork’s Meabh Murphy challenges Tipperary's Eimear Heffernan in their Gle
Senior Camogie Championship tie at FBD Semple Stadium.

the lads to lose by eight points,
because I don't think it was an
eight-point loss. Both teams
Justwentat it and I don't think
there was even a yellow ear in
the game. 1t was hard and fair
and the referee, Niall Malone,
;liibdl a"superjuh. He was sen-
B

Scorers for Tipperary: G Dunno 3.5 {0-
21, 0-281), E Tuckor 1-4, C Morrissan 04,

C Murphy 0-1 cach,

TIPPERARY: E Connolly (Carrick
Swan); € Ryan (Newport), D Groome
(Barris-lleigh), © Collins (Galtes
Revers); O Konnody (Mewport), J Finn
(Golden-Kilfeacle), T McLoughlin
(Cahi); S Ryan (Boris-lloigh), H Healy
(Kilreane MacDonaghs): C Kennody
[ﬂlonnurlpﬁoagmorn]. c Morriazon
&Mnyie Rovers), ire

gl: £ O'Koelle (Holycross-Ballycahill),
G Dunna (Gonnahoa-Glengoola), K.J

CAMOGIE

They started their All-Ireland cam-
paign last weekend with a loss to Water-
ford, another side on the up.

Tipp won't be happy with that and will
be determined to bounce back against
Cork as they hope to secure a semi-final
spot.
Of the four teams in this group, two will
automatically go to the semi-finals and
the other two to quarterfinals, where they
will take on the top two in the other group,
glhich maost likely will be Kilkenny and

are.

A win for Cork will put them on six
points and that should be enough to se-
cure a semi-final place. It won't be guar-
anteed but if Waterford manage to beat
Galway the same day, then it would se-
cure Cork and the Deise’s semi places.

Both would be on six points and with
Tipp and Galway on zero they couldn't be
caught ahead of the final group games,

So there is a lot to play for at the wee-

¢

——

Dunno (50 +4).

ton), N Coffey

Tucker (Nenagh

n Dimplex All-Ireland
Picture: Dan Clohessy/Inpho

kend for all four sides, but all Cork can do
is worry about themselves and try build
on their win over Galway.

There were many impressive parts to
that win, but none more so than their
work rate.

It was obvious to all watching they had
done a lot of work in this area over the last
six weeks,

That, coupled with the move of Meabh
Murphy to centre-back and Laura Hayes
to midfield, were key parts of their win.

Speaking after the Galway game, cap-
{ain on the day Libb Coppinger, said: “The
league wasn't exactly what we wanted
from it but I think looking back we prob-
ably learned a lot and we've improved a
lot since then.

“We had a six-week block there together
and everyvone just worked extremely hard
and we're delighted to come out with a re-
sult today.,

“Everyone on that field gave it all and
left it all out there and I think that's really
all we were talking about the last couple of
weeks is just working hard and when you
work hard, the rest follows itself,

“It’s a win today, but that's all it is. No-
thing is achieved yet, so we play Tipp next
Sunday and that’s going to be a massive
battle. :

“We're focused on them now because
that's the next job at hand.”

e

CORIK: M Walsh (Youghal); J Batterber-
ry (Castietownroche), F Cahill {Midie-
| (Na Piarsaigh); E Cansi-
ding (Sarstislds), D Nolan (Erin’'s Own),
L ©'Regan (St Finbare's); A Honnessy
(Midlaton), S McHug
drum); C Musphy (Ballinora), S Riordan

I (Newlewnshan-

(Kilworth), R Cagney (Mallow); G Oousg
(Ma Plarsaigh), B Power (Ballincollig),
MeCarthy lyons).

J Moroney 1-1. & Ryan & el (Taomevara), Subs: T McCarihy (Watergrasshill) for G
e o PR ' SR ? Murphy (39), C Bary (Bride Rovers) for
Kool ,’ﬂ_-. 4 r N, ¥ oroney (Ballina) for O'Keolfa ;nnn 1
Scorers for Cork: B Powsr 2.4 (0-6 1, S 43). © Ganilo SR pataRe lor Hoaly P oty tacy . Henayme. (OISR
ol 53]-5..3 Riordan, R G?wy 0-2  (60), S Burke |{JK Brackens] for 5 Ryan angy; )
‘Rogan, 8§ MoHugh, C Colfay, 6041}, R MeGrath (Kiladangan) for G Referee: N Malono (Clara),

Sorcha McCartan putin anthﬂimpressive di,splayforcul_i against Gal-
way, and they will need more of the same from her against Tipperary
this weekend. Picture: INPHO/James Lawlor

JOY OF SIX: Corlc’s Molly Lynch with her cup after winning the senior camogie competition in
the M Donnelly GAA Poc Fada All-Ireland final.

$oa i’\ et : =
Cork manager, Ger Manley, presents Saoirse McCarthey with her player

of the game award after their win over Galway. McCarthy will be a key|
player again this weekend for the Rebels.  Picture: NPHO/James Lawlor

Picture; Ben McShane/Sportsfile



Hayes:
but we

Cork close in
on All-Ireland
semi-final

CORK
TIPPERARY

0-21
0-18

BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR

CORK have taken a giant step
closer to the semi-finals of the
Glen Dimplex Senior Cham-
pionship.

One week after beating
All-Ireland champions Galway
in their Group 1 openeér, the
Rebels won on the road again,
defeating Tipperary by three
points at Semple Stadium.

It’s a result that leaves Cork
within touching distance of
the semi-finals, though they
will still need a result in their
final group game at home to
Waterford to confirm their
place.

While all four teams in the
group advance to the knockout
stages, the top side progresses
directly to the last four and
bypasses the quarter-finals.

‘We're absolutely delight-
ed to get over the line and 1
suppose it’s pleasing in a way
that it wasn't a perfect perfor-
mance at all but we still ground
out the win, so we’'ll take a lot
from that,’ Laura Hayes said.

"We knew we were going to
be up for abig battle. We hada
very positive result the last day
against Galway and we wanted
to come here and back that up
today. That wasour main focus
and we were delighted to get
the result.’

Cork are hitting their stride
at the right time, having en-
dured a challenging league
campaign and a short Mun-
ster championship that ended
with defeat to Tipperary at the
quarter-final stage.

“We had areally, really tough
league and a really tough Mun-
ster and that’s certainly not
something we're used to,
Hayes added.

“There was a huge turnover
of players, a lot of new faces
coming in, and it took all of us
time to bed in together.

‘But I honestly think we've
been working so hard. We've
been plugging away in train-
ing, doing a lot of fitness ar_ld a
lot of hurling and, by the time
we came back, we were really
hungry.

“This is just a group game,
though, and there’sa high pos-
sibility we'll meet one of these
teams again and it could be a
different story, so we "]Wﬂ t be

ing ahead of ourselves.
ge;ltilrlzlséar McGrath shot nine

wasn't perfect

points, includ- |

ing four from |
play, and Eime- |
ar Heffernan
and Grace
O’'Brien added |
seven between
them, but Cork
just had a little |
more in the |
tank. |

Amy O'Con- |

nor matched |
McGrath's
tally, though
with one few-
er point from
play, while
Saoirse Mec-
Carthy and
Sorcha Mec-
Cartan split
the posts
eight times
between them.

There were never more
than two points in it during
the opening half, which fin-
ished 0-11 apiece after some
excellent attacking playon the
fast Thurles surface.

Right from the throw-in, the
tempo was high, with Mairéad
Eviston producing a brilliant
tackle to dispossess McCartan
as she drove through on goal
for Cork.

(O'Connor flashed a ground
shot across goal from a tight
angle in a frantic start, and
the sense that Tipp were up
for the fight was heightened
when O'Brien gathered a good
diagonal ball and opened the
scoring to crown a breathless
opening minute.

Rdisin Howard's catch and
lay-off to set up McGrath,
Hayley Ryan’s sweeping strike

o S S

Cork's Hayley Ryan, Isobel Sheehan, Clioria O'Callaghan and Aoife Barrett celebrate the win

{Photos: Dan Clohessy/INPHO

Cork's Daire O'Brien warms up ahead of the match.

with her back to goal and
Hayes splitting the posts from
60 metres out and just five
metres in from the sideline
were among the highlights in
a first half full of quality.

Tipperary lost momentum
somewhat in the third quar-
ter, scoring just one point in
14 minutes, in no small part
due to Hayes' dominance
around the middle.

The 2024 Player of the Year

CAMOGIE GROUP 1

P w
Lokt = el 2
Waterford T
Galway 2 1
Tipperary. 2 Q

L
(9]
1
1
2

was at her brilliant best, mov-
ing the sliotar with control
and precision to allow 0'Con-
nor (0-9, 6f), McCarthy (0-5)
and McCartan (0-3) to deliver
the scores that secured a sec-
ond successive victory.

Cork now sit top of Group 1
with twowins from two games
and are within touching dis-
tance of a semi-final place
ahead of their final group out-
ing against Waterford.
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ford when they hoisted the Leinster

Ghampionship trophy last month,

However, their fortunes have

dipped significantly since then.

was not part of the script for Wes-

hugely imprassive 1-18 to 0-8 vic-

tory over Wexford.

Throw-in at Nowilan Parkis 2,.30pm  The Faithiul County enjoyed a re-

fickel to Croke Park for an All-lre-
and at 4.30pm il's win or bust for

land quarter-final on July 4/5.

among their top performers, and

Jimmy Meagher's outfit will be

Undefeated records on the line

Carnogie preview

The Model County still have work
to do as they look 1o dig them-

sefves out of relegation danger.

markable home victory over the
Slaneysiders in their opening as-
signment, but have failed to follow
it up. Form would point to the
Dubs, but last year's intermediate

Offaly and Dublin at St Brendan's
Park, Birr, both sides knowing they
must claim victory to stay in with a
chance of cracking the lop two.

Eugene Foudy's charges refurn 1o
the site of their Division 1B league
final success, eager 1o build on an
already hugely impressive season.
A season-ending injury lo star for-

eager to make it four fram four
when the Banner come o town.

joyed parfect starts to their All-
Ireland Championship campaigns
and share the summit of Group 2,
with three wins apiece.

The Noresiders have bean more

It's another big weekend in the
Glen Dimplex All-reland Cham-

tion with the knockout stages near-

pionships, as counties vie for posi-
ing. Group 2 in tha senior cham-

Waords: Brian Barry

position to Offaly and Dublin. They

must win to keep their quarter-final

Limerick come to town in a similar
ambitions alive.

champions will look to make home
Wextord Park, being out of quarter-
final contention after three games

advantage count.
Alsoloday at 3.30pm at Chadwicks

previous two meelings this year, in
the league and Leinster Cham-
pep in their step, off the back of a

Dublin have prevailed in the sides’
pionship. They travel to Birr with a

ward Lorna McNamara is a major
setback, but others took up the

mantle in recent weeks.
Today's winners will stamp their

gin on average. Sarah Barcoe and

counting for Limerick, Dublin, and
Offaly by an 11-point winning mar-
Aoife Prendergast have been

emphatic on the scoreboard, ac-

round, with the seaded teams in
Group 1 on a break weekend
Both Kilkenny and Clara have en-

pionship enters its penultimate



Barryroe flew the flag for Cork camogie at the Féile.

Barryroe flew flag for
Cork camogie in
Division 1 Féile

The Féile was held at eight ve-
nues across the country and it
was an action-packed wee-
kend for all invelved.

[n total, there were eight di-
visional competitions and
Cork had representatives in
four of them.

In the Division 1 grade,
Barryroe represented Cork
and in their opening game in
the group, they overcame
Wexford representative Rath-
nure 2-4 to 1-5. The second
game was against Tipperary
representative Thurles Sars-
fields and in a close contest,
Barryroe ran out winners
with two points to spare, 1-5 to
1-3.

In the semi-final, Barryroe
overcame Kilmaley of Clare to
make it to the final where they
met a very strong Erin’s Own
side from Kilkenny, who ran
out winners on the day but not
before Barryroe battled to the
finish.

Crosshaven participated in
the Regional Féile Region 4
Cup Semi-Final C, which was
held in Waterford, where they
made it to the semi-final
against Galway represen-
tatives Craughwell. In a close
and exciting contest, it took an
excellent save from the
Craughwell keeper to deny
Crosshaven a place in the final
as she stood firm in the dying
seconds as her side held out
for a 3-2 to 2-3 victory. They
went on to take the title as
they overcame Faughs.

Bishopstown travelled to
Kinvara in Galway, where
they participated in the re-
sional Féile, where they
reached the semi-final. The
Town battled hard but it was
Ballingarry who ran out
winners.

Passage were in Carlow,
where they finished third in
their group and qualified for
the Shield semi-final where
they met the host club Set-
anta. Despite a huge effort

CAMOGIE
®m Mary Newman

they lost out.

Representing your county
at Féile is something very
special and all of the Cork
clubs can be proud of their ef-
forts.

LEAGUE FINALS

Newtownshandrum took the
U14 P1 title,

They turned in a flawless
display as they overcame
Sarsfields.

In a game played in appal-
ling weather conditions, Rock-
ban and Fr O'Neill’s battled
wind and rain in the Ul4 B
League final, where it was nip
and tuck all through.

Fr O'Neill's started well and
opened up a six-point lead but
Rockbdn dug deep in the sec-
ond half and took the lead and
held on to take the title.

In the Ul6 B2, Midleton
overcame Eire Og to take the
league title. The Ul6 C final
saw Millstreet face Ballinas-
carthy.

The U16 B2 1 final is down
for decision on Sunday, fea-
turing Inniscarra and Sars-
fields.

The U16 P1 semi-finals were
Inniscarra versus Charleville
and Milford against Blarney.

The Ul16 A semi-finals fea-
ture Ballygarvan against Bal-
linhassig and Castlelyons ver-
sus Fermoy. The final is
scheduled for Thursday, July
]

In U16 P2 decider, Ballincol-
lig meet Sliabh Rua with the
winners taking on Mallow on
Friday, July 3 in Castle Road.

In U16 B, the semi-finals
seet he winner of Kilworth-
Carrigtwohill against Bishop-
stown, with Brian Dillon’s
facing Bride Rovers.

The final is scheduled for
Monday, July 6.

The Setanta camogie team that took part in Féile,
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GAME ON: Ava Fitzgerald has settled into the new-look Cork half-back line in their championship wins over Galway and Tipperary. Picture: INPH(

Cork are aiming for

a semi-final spot

Cork go into their final game of the
round-robin stage of the Glen Dim-
plex All-Ireland Camogie Champion-
ship in the strongest place they have
been all season.

The league and Munster championship
are now well behind them, and so is their
performances in both.

Now they are back to somewhere near
their best as they are starting to string a
run of results together.

Sunday sees them home to Waterford in
their final group game, at 3.30pm at Pairc
Ui Rinn, in what will be another tough tie.

Cork can go into it full of confidence
after two tough away games against Gal-
way and Tipperary. The Tribeswomen are
the current All-Ireland and league cham-
pions so beating them at Athenry is never
easy.

The Rebels were deserving winners on
the day, and that set them up for their
clash at FBD Semple Stadium with Tipp.

Another good win on the road for Cork,
and if they can follow it up witha winor a
draw on Sunday, they will go straight to
the All-Ireland semi-final and avoid the
quarter-finals. -

Waterford beat Tipp in their first game,
before losing to Galway in their second
outing.

Galway take on Tipp on Sunday, at the
same time, and a win here for the former
should also be enough to see them into the
semi-finals, provided Cork do the busi-
ness against Waterford.

- e

pionship this year.

Cork's Isobel Sheehan, in a-:tiun agsalns Tipperary's Lorna Ryan, is an-
other to impress for the Rebels in the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland cham-
Picture: INPHO/Leah Scholes  attack.

CAMOGIE

Cork are currently on six points, with
both Waterford and Galway on three, and
Tipp have yet to get off the mark.

S0, in simplest terms, wins for Cork and
Galway would see them go to the semis.
Draws in both games would also suit the
Rebels and Tribeswomen, but neither will
be thinking that way.

Tipp and Waterford would then go
through to the quarter-finals, where they
are most likely to face Kilkenny and
Clare. Where they all finish will decide
who faces whom.

The Rebels won't think about any of
them as they face a Waterford side that
beat them in the league earlier in the sea-
son by 1-12 to 0-9. The Deise’s manager,
Michael Boland, won't be paying too
much attention to that result as he will be
aware Cork are in a far better position
now. Thev will travel to Cork knowing
that a win would put them into the semi-
final, so they won’t be there just to make
up the numbers.

They have plenty of talented players in
their side and are more than capable of
winning this one.

Vikki Falconer, Abbie Flynn, Bevan
Bowdren, and Beth Carton are just some

The return to action of Amy 0'Connor has helpEﬂtosu'engﬂw;t-lm

of the players Boland can call on, with the
latter the leader of their attack.

Niamh Rockett, another quality player,
was ruled out of their clash with Galway,
but is expected to return to their starting
line-up on Sunday.

The Rebels two main injury concerns
are Meabh Cahalane and Ashling Thomp-
son, neither of whom have featured in
their recent wins.

Thompson picked up a serious elbow in-
jury in Cork’s league clash with Kilkenny
and Cahalane got injured in a fraining
session.

It will be a late call to see if either will
play any part in this tie, but with a
quarter-final slot at the very least se-
cured, manager Ger Manley may not risk
them.

He still has an array of talented players
at his disposal, and Cork can go into this
game confident of getting the job done.

Meabh Murphy has been outstanding
since moving to centre-back, allowing
Laura Hayes to go to midfield.

Aislinn Egan has slotted in at corner-
back, with Ava Fitzgerald and Isobel Shee-
lian also coming in, and they can’t be
faulted for their displays.

The return to full fitness of Amy 0’Con-
nor and Saoirse McCarthy has helped the
Cork attack, and Manley will be hoping
that Clodagh Finn will be available as well
shortly.

So even if Cahalane and Thompson
don't make it, Manley has plenty of taleni
to choose from, and Cork will be expected

to advance to the semi-final.

—

Corkg
Picture: Eddie 0'Hare



