


MAGNANIMOUS IN DEFEAT TO
INNISCARRA, MILFORD'S ANNA
GEARY REFLECTS ON THE
LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM
THE GAMES THAT GET AWAY

SPORT s cruel. Losing never
gels less padnful. This soald
ond up being one of the sasher
articles to write...ool because
thi topic is easy 1o write abaal,
but rather it's still =0 fresh to
recall, its still row,

Om Friday October 28, 2006
the magical jearney ended for
the waomen of Morth Cork. W
emerged under the lights as the
county champions, neady and
willing for the battle ahead.
The scene was soi. [t was like
samething out of my favourite
book, apthy titled Fridagy Hight
Lights. The stand swelled with
adoring fans, hopeful ansd zeal-
ous, excitement Frowing as

contend with that happening.
You must have 2 back-up plan,
But in n flash the opporiuni b o
rectiffy the situation was gone,
atar e Wils DVET,

Did vou ever catch your-
self getting lost in your own
thoughts? 1 found myself replay-
ing the game all week, thinking
abot all the instances where
we, and I, could have done
something different.

1 speak to people nhont the
notion of adapiabdlity and how
crucial it is in gport, bn e too.
W were missing 5 of the s1an-
ing 15 that lined out in the Al
Irekand Club Fipal in March.
Of these remaining many

the throw in wore held
adgped elos- together
o, The night with tape-
was  mild, i SaTINon
the darkness sight in the
chosed in, all sporting
SUppoTters warrlel. Inis-
blending m‘n ﬂd
in- Hue and Ve n
phite b= LIFERESUMESAS  [1ieows
neadbands,. NORMAL THE NEXT 10w
; We had
e "o DAY.WEHAVETO ..o
one knew.  MOVEONAND . corelves
iveared. The SILENTLY ENDURE the guest
K=
E,",T,ﬁ';’b'{rfﬁ THEHEARTACHE.. ..
stakes the - ANDKEEPGIVING 72 01 0
The game ITOURBEST in as many
was like a - yoars. Hut
geries ol “thee will 1o
Byt win is mot
strung  to- enowgh, to
gether that sueceed you
magde  lit- myuat refuse
tle sense 1o b beat-
at times 1 ent

think hack on all the phases
af iy and mamy werne a blur,
such was the intensity of the
acthé'ui. It was I;Il-liumar.;]t “:;
Wiy I.'nu,ﬂ.i.cud-l‘ o=l staff.
Silly errors madde 1t an uphill
struggle for w8 buk yon hive to

Perhaps we lacked a Little
freshness in our kegs amd o 1it-
e ruthlesaness in oar learts.
Yol cannaol underestimate the
power af sheer Bunger. Honger
facilitnies a “win at all coss’
myeritakity. It reminds me of Bri-

Grownds, Picise S fooghtin,

i Cody's words, *it's not about
befng willing to dio in order to
win, it aboot being willing to
kil Full epedit to Inkscarmn,
they had copious amounts of
hunger and determination

1 contemplate many things
in the aftermath of the final,
I think abeut our dornier back,
one of my closest friends, who
missed oui on the chance to
line out for that final (after
years of service 10 our team),
because the date of the final
was changed and subsequently
clashied with her Boneymos.

I refbect on the fragiilty of
our henlth and how an in-
jury ean strike you down s
fast, without warning; 1 won-

der about & cracked rib and a
punciured lung, replaying the
circumstances in which it was
sustniped, incredulous at the
fdeaof it being a fair challenge;
most-of all, 1 ponder the fact
it wr can never fully propan:
oursetves for disappoiatment.

Life resumes a5 nocmal the
et diy &l a5 amabeur Eports-
people we have 1o move on and
silently enchure the heartache,

Byt that doesnt nytan We
stop keep giving thie hest nd'um:-
gelves o al] that we do. Vit &ant
think about failing or bolding
something back to justify a s,
It all or nothing. It has to be,
or elee what's the peint?

T am not going b be o key-

Defeat is cruel, but a source
of many vital life lessons

v
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Aotfe Datvin, Milford, dignified in defest sfter Innisearra’s victory in the Cork County Sendor A Camogie Final on Friday - at the CIT Sports

board warrior critlcising and
reacting negatively.

It would be polintbess, and
quite frankly, a waste of on-
ergy ns the oulcome cannol
b . Alsg, mosl know
where 1 lve g0 it wonldn't be
wise!

Sport i cmsel. Loging never
Bets less painful. In the end, we
play because, never fully Know-
Img the catcome is exhilamting.

That's the risk we all take
and when it piys off there 2 no
better rewand, Today's article
an't about ‘what ifs] today’s
artbcle belongs 10 respecting our
trinmphant competfors. Friday
was Iniscarra’s day.

Iniscarma have Finee marched

on and reached the Munster
Clhab Flal, I acknowledge their
wark ovver the past fow vears,

In 3004, we faced each othor
in the county final and the score
was 2-I7 to 0-B In our favour
Lagt weekend, they showed tha
perstverance does pay off, just
like it did for us back In 2012,

It was history repeating -
self, bat this time a different
crest appeared on the Blue and
wihine jersey,

Libe the Take That zong goes
“eomeday this will all be 2ome-
one else’s dream” and now it is,
Wi wish them well in the fnal,
Extend the festing moment
to ensure it lasts as Jong as
possible. :



sacred Heart in seventh heaven

@nakllty school captures
AllIreland camogie crown

BY BRENDAN WALSH

SACRED Heart Clonakilty are
in seventh heaven this week
after their junior camogie team
was crowned All-Ireland Camo-
gie T4 champions in Ashbourne,
Mleath last Saturday.

Having won the Munster
competition af the beginning
af the month, the provincial
champions followed this mag-
nificent win by capturing the
All-Irefand trophy.

The Sacred Heart girls, cap-
tained by Daire O'Brien and
coached by Brian Daly, first
played three group games
against St Lovis of Ballymena,
Castlecomer of Kilkenny and
Clare Gahway from Galway.

The Clonakilty school defeat-
ed St Louis 9-3 to 3-1 in their
opening game, inspired by sol-
id defensive play from Kellie
O'Gorman and Leanne Sheehy,
while Anna Flynn from Ballin-
scarthy proved to be a handful
with her direct unning, and she
wig ably assisted by the inform
Barryroe native Grace Tobin.

The second group game
against Leinster champions,
Caztlecomer from Kilkenny,
was very tight. Castlecomer
raced 1-1 1o no score ahead
but then Hannah Sexton from
Timaleague took control of the
game. Clonakilty were back in
the match when captain Daire
O'Brien billowed the net after
& sustained period of pressure,

The Clonakilty revival was
now well underway with Claire
Kingston and Emma O Driscoll
magnificent in defence, Annic
Condon and Hannah Sexton
dominating midfield and the
speedy Jessica MoCarthy mak-
inga dlﬁﬂfmw:ﬁ';m hsumrﬂ
"*'Hl'-hﬂ- o WOV

er until Katelyn Dincen fired

MCBarty Morrissey alangside Tipperary hurler Brendan Maher, Dublin footballer Dens Bastick
GPA dinnes at the Plaza Hotel, ttmtlufm time Valerie Mulcahy saw all four All- kﬂhrnd:m;ﬂrl::n:::;mﬂ“"

over two points of high calibre.
Castlecomier levelled late on in
thiz 1-2 apiece draw.

The final group game -
against Clare Galway from Con-
nacht - was business as usual
from the students of Sacred
Heart with Eimear O Brien,
younger sister of Daire, u:nrmg
two goals in this 3-3 to 21 win.
Jessica Sweeney netted late in
the first hall and this was fol-
lowed by scores from Katelyn
Dineen (goal) and 2 great point
from the flying Anna Flynn.

With Sacred Heart and
Castlecomer on top of the'table
on equal peints after the group
giages, both teams automati-
cally qualified for the final. The
Clonakilty students adopted a
different approach to the drawn
miatch, which was to be deci-
sive,

Acknowledging the stromg
defence of the Kilkenny stu-
dents, coach Brian Daly di-
rected the team to play a more
expansive game on the wings,
Thiz was to prove the master-
stroke as it stretched the Lein-
ster champions and cracks be-
AN 10 APPEar.

With Claire Kingston lording
the defence, Hannah Sexton
partnered by Annie Condon
again punishing the Kilkenny
midfield with their strong run-
ning and the two O'Brien sisters
on fire up front, the Clonakilty
students dominated the first
half scoring I-5, the goal coming
from young Eimear O'Brien.

After the interval, the Clo-
nakilty studemis got out of
the blocks quickly with Daire
('Brien and Anna Flynn chip-
ping over for points. Then 3
long ball from mudfield saw Grst
year student Kellie O'Gorman,
normally a back, win a ball that
she had no right to win, She
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Shply ﬂlethu'l: The Sacred Heart l:lm:mrm‘ll'tfyI teamthat won Hh!AI-IrEhtIM‘IFur Eﬂ'nn-gle ?siitte last weekend.

Presentation: Captain Daire O'Brien receives the All-ireland
cup from Catherine Neary, Camogie Assocation President.

to 2-2 - and were erovned All-
Ireland champions.
The All-Ireland winners were

Three cheers: Sacred Heart were worthy r.r!' the All-
Ireland camogie crown.

turned her defender using her  frees from Daire O'Brien put
low centre of gravity and fin-  the game beyond the Kilkenny
ished to the net. Two pointed  team, as Sacred Heart won 2-8

presented with the cup by Presi-
dent of the Camogie Associa-
tien, Catherine Neary.

d Kilkenny camogie star Collette Dormer at the Hew York




MIOEGIE
OCIATION

wi Camdgaiochia

Iﬁ“kamwnrthmabﬂzguhﬂners

at camogie All-

Tony Lean

All-Irelind Senior champions Kil-
ketiny dominated the Liberty In-
gurance-sponsored Camogic
All-Stars, with more than half the
team announced Saturday n .

The Cats pieked up eight All
Stars, beaten finalists Cork reoely-
od throe along with semi-finallsts
Galway, with Wexford completing
thi Line-p with one award,

Amongst the winners for the Cats
in difence wore poialkeeper Emima
Knimnogh, left cormer-back Collette
Ivrmer, as well as Anne Dalton and
Meighan Farrell in the half-back
ling, Miriam Walsh was selected in
midficld whilst in the forwards De.
nise Gaule and Julie Ann Malone
were selecied in the half- forwand
line with their captain Michelle
Euir!dl;.' sobected at right corner-for-
wa

Wiexford's Kate Kelly collectoed an
inersdible rinth All-Stars Avward (o
pqual Gemma O'Connor at the top
of the All-Stars Boll of Honour. The
Wexford legend took the full-for:
ward spat after an ontstanding year
which saw her finish as the Cham-
plonzhip’s top scomer with an amaz-
ing tally ol =48,

The Mackey twins, Famela and

tars

Award ench, having achieved the
feat together in 2012 as well. IMid-
fielder Orla Cotter completed the
Cork contingent, winning her
fourth All-Stars Award in the pro-

CisE.

Kilkenny manager Ann Diowney
wis as Manager of the Year
after guiding the Cats to their first
Senior title 1n 22 years, having
played in all of Kilkenny's previois
12 All-lreland successes.

Denise Gaule of Kilkenny also
collected the Camogle Association/
WGPA Senfor Players' Player of the
Year award.

Ciara Holden of Kilkenny was the
recipiont of the Intermediate agend-
arde whilst Eleanor Treacy of Car-
low was chosen as the Junior

At the 2016 camogie awards, in Assodation With Liberty Insurance, at the Citywest Hotel, Dublin, were: Kilkenny's Denise
Gaule, Camogie Association/WPGA Players’ Flayers of the Year; Kilkenny's Gara Hedden, Intermediate award, and Carlow’s Elean-
or Treacy, Junior Players’ Player of the Year, with Alan Johnsten, Liberty Insurance; Catherine Neary, Camogie Asseciation Presi-
dent, and Aoife Lang, Chairperson WEPA Picture; EXRPHO/Ryan Byrne

Katrinn of Cork, completed an All-
Stars double for the second time by
capturing the right corner-hieck
and loft corner-forward spots re-

spectively. It 1s thelr thind Al-S1Ars  my; Sunior Plagers’ Playee: £ Tmscy J

SATURDAY is a red-Jetter day
for the Clopakilty UIG camogie
team that will ke on Balfinhas-
sig in the county 6 C final m
Castle Road, Cork.

Thig vall be the weam's first-
ever county final and while

girls, A narrow half-time lead,
after a show start, widened 1o a
final score of 4-6 to Z-4 and the
team was through to its first-
ever final

Midfielders, Leah Geaney
and Méabh O Donovan have

they will énter the game as un-  been the stars of the campaign,
derdogs against a very strong - Geaney is a top-class scorer, 5
Ballinhassig side, they haveime  pecially from placed balls, while
proved in beaps and bounds all  O'Donovan's defence-splitting
during a hectic season, solo-runs have been a strong
The county champéonshipbe- feature of every game, Clon will .
gan in September with o strong  be hoping for top performances il ey
finish against St Colum’s giving,  from these players agakn on Sat- & Lok n
Clonaplace in the quarter-final — urday. \ :'.#
agninst arch-rivals, Barryroe. Full back Karina Lavery, who '
The sides met several times  will capenin the side, and centre
during the season with never  back Eimear Walsh will back-
more than 2 puck of a ball be-  bone a defence that has really

tween the sides and it was no

settled during the season and

purprise when acracking game  up front, Niamh Ni Rinn will

ended all square, The replay  be expected 1o provide Strong

agnin provided another thriller  leadership.

with an improving Clon side Others who have impressed

just serapang through. in the campaign are Abbey Making headiines: The Clonakiity camogie team that will compete in the U6 county final this weekend.

Opponents in the semi-final -~ Wycherley, Kelly O'Gorman _ .
wite Calstlelyons in Castle Road  and Chloe Allman, Heart Convent team thar re-  petition and this has been a  side that figured stronglyinthe  port in all their games to date
i the Iy strang East A number of these players  cently won the All-lreland jun-  huge boost. They knowtheywill  Bgradeinrecenttimesbutthey  and will be hoping for more of

rk side really tested the Clon - were involved in the Sacred  lor camogic seven-a-side com-  beupagainst itina Ballinhassig  have had great communitysup-  the same on Saturday.
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H UNIQUE DOUBLE - LEAGUE & CHAMPIONSHIP

W | My A e A Wk L0

proemads apaiest Sarsfields. Goml-
ding Dewrey prosentod the pow
Feier Dowmcy Memorial Cup 80
Brid Holmes, Palfinom's Capiain,
folknwireg an emotional and heart-
warming speoch, Sarsh O Keeffe,
Ballinor’s il back, wes deserved-
Iy namsed plaver of the matoh. This
marked an exooptional year &5 this.
group had alreidy won the regional
Feile in Abbotwoan in July. Also
in buly, the team captained by Ka-
tie Arm Crein win the kesgoe and
e Dooley was the recipiont of
e Plwwer al the Match on thal &y
Eolkowimgg i miatstanding display by
her. This (antastic bunch of ployers
are dookood afior by an oimlly come-
mitsed govup of coaches. gonsialng
of Tom Linchas, Brendan ('Shea,
Jermiler O'Bren, G (3 Dano=
ghue, Brian Meaghan and [ oo

[-'-U:UEP}"-'IH- and hummmeer, cup fips
by junior A side Na Pairsabgh, the,
deservedly won oul the Junior (
chanspionship in Costle magd, Cop-
Sl el M e
rﬂhﬂ_hm ::q_ hlh}kﬂlnm
and displayed fammastic sill. A peg)

BALLINORA camogie cheb iy coune, 1o more reoently In Seplem- inon beague. A bot of good woek s uls e due to play the champson 4 rypaandan, am el saw Sl ;

enjoying a feastic M6 1o date,  bor we 100k 105 kids and pancmts being done by cur coaches i thess ship sermi-final in the coming scels O the Adul oot ‘our hunior  Caoimshe 0 & m“’ }m“lm

The el hus 162 membxrs from to the camogie sl Ircland final and  fesos and we Jook forwsed 1o scc-  and we wish them well seam, is growing sueoclully with wmdph}uﬂﬂnm}"ﬂm

apes from Syeans o adil and fickls played 3 challenge games in Maas  iegg them playing in b aduli rnks every sexson due 10 thelr dodicated W are locking Forwarg i

St Erorm b Ls jurshior level. wherne rew [Heeds werne made. in vears W come Our uld tam  Domble Success posches of Denis Hinks Dineos T o 2017

Y b ohibad o by On the juvenile Bont, the elh  resched the Ganda plate final ssd  The uld team rocently clached 8 oy 0 Walsh This milemed o5 e whv playens and coach.
'pa 'Coma was alive with activity withooroés, bl a strong. Muskomy divisional — league sl Ih-iilt e, plitynd i 3 cogiithinrs amd w{ﬂ“ webtame Plewe
Wcamogic s and ulOs playing mon-compot-  shoving whike our' Minors were by winning ihe fins ST U A ycere feallsts i all 3. Having o imfemation 9 HSEME for famber
a'coaching  ive games whill our ul2s played | beatem i the championship QF. Our champicnship’ in Ballinkoagh GAA oo bere: Dinned i the lenpe b e 2
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CAMOGIE KILKENNY DOMINATE ALL-STAR TEAM

All-Star

evening was icing on

cake for our camogie queens

0 Twitter; g¥iPeapleSport

The season 2016 just keeps
on giving to Kilkenny cam-
oge. .

The all conquering Cats
completed the senior/inter-
mediate All-Ireland double.

The county was the big
winner again at the annual
camogie All-Stars awards in
the City West Hotel in Dublin
on Saturday.

Kilkenny came home with
two  intermediate  soaring
stars, eight senior All-Stars
and two of the year
awards, plus the Manger of
the Year awards.

The night began with the
Junior Soaring Stars awards
that saw Carlow secure twoof
the six swards on offer with
Eleanor Treacy and Ciara
Quirke claiming the All
Slars.

madeup the remainder,
SOARING STARS

Mext up was the [nterme-
diate Sonring Stars awards
that saw six of the All-Ireland

and Kate Kelly (Wexford).

Denise Gaule got the vote
of her fellow players to claim
the senior honour for 2006,

The next award on the
night was the Manager of the
Year. Here Ann Downey up
against Mark Brennan of
Carlow and Paudie Murray of
Cork

Much to the delight of the
Kilkenny crowd, Ann Downey
was granted the honowr in re-
cognition of reclaiming the
O'Duffy Cup for Kilkenny for
the first time in 22 years.
THE ALL STARS

The main part of the
evening then got underway
with the senior All Star team
for 2016 being announced
with all 15 of the Kilkenny
team being nominated.

First up was goalkeeper
with Emma HKavanagh up
against Aoife Murray (Cork),
and Mags D'Arcy (Wextford).
The Rower-Inistioge net
minderclaimed the award for
the All-Ireland champions,

The full-back line was nex
up with Collette Dormer,
Jacqui Frisby and Davina
Tobin getting the nomination
along with Rena Buckley
{Cork), Pamela Mackey
{Cork), Laura Treacy (Cork),
Barah Dervan (Galway), Jean
Brady (Offaly), Acife McGrath
(Tipperary).

Theright back award went

champions, to  Pamela
Kilkenny up Mackey of
fior gons. What a year Cork. The full
G Cats camogie  Pock award
Holden (Mul- went to Sarah
linvat) and  double Dervan  of
Jenny Clif- Galway with
oed (icks. At year's end celeb- T CH
boro) rate as 'Stars hon- Dpormer  of
claimed two oured Paulstowm
of the six getting  the
awards on left corner
offer, with back award.
Cork taking two and Lacis Mext up was the half back
and Meathclaimingtheother line with Anne Dalton, St
two All Stars, Lachtain’s, Meighan Farrell,
Mextupwere the Playerof  Thomastown, Edwina Keane,
the Year awards. St Martin's and Claire Phelan,
Eleanor Treacy took the Lisdowney up  against

junior Player of the Year
award.

Ciara Holden and Jenny
Clifford, who claimed Inter-
medaite swards earlier, com-
peted for the intermediate
award,

The Mullinavat player
(Holden) got the nod from her
peers to claim the inter-
medaite Player of the Year

nominated for the senior
award with Orla Cotter (Cork)

Gemma 'Connor (Cork), Re-
becca  Hennelly  (Galwayl,
Siobhin Flannery (Offaly),
Patricia Jackman (Water-
ford), Sarah O'Connor (Wex-
ford).

The right half-back award
went to Rebecca Hennelly of
Galway.

FOURTH WIN FOR DALTON

The centre-back award
went to Anne Dalton of 5t
Lachtains, which was her
fourth award and Meighan
Farrell of Thomastown fin-
ished u# the back line with
the left half-back award
earning her her first All Star.

Mext up were the midfield
nomination that saw Anna
Firrell, Thomastown and
Miriam Walsh, Tullaroan up
against Orla Cotter (Cork),
Ashling Thompson {Cork),
Teresa Ryan (Tipperary) and
Shelley Kehoe (Wexford).

The first midfield award
went to the Rebel County
with Orla Cotter claiming the
awand,

Miriam Walsh of Tul-
laroan claimed the fifth
award for Kilkenny.

The next awards went Lo
the half forward line that zaw
Denise Gaule, Windgap and
Julie Ann Malone, Mullinavat
up against Hannah Looney
{Cork), Niamh O'Dea (Clare),
Aoife Donohue (Galway),
Miamh Mulcahy (Limerick),
Michaela Hurkwu%
Mary Ryan (Tip . Wi
Micole Walsh (Tipperary) fin-
ishing the nominations.

The right half-forward
award went to Denise Gaule
of Windgap.
JULTE ANN A WINNER

The centre-forward gong
went to Julie Ann Malone of
Mullinawat  with  Acife
Donshue of Galway claiming
the left half-forward award.

Next up was the full for-

mumumns- ia the 2018 All-Star camogie team. Photo: SINPHO/Ryan Byrne

ward line that saw Shelly Far-
rell, Thomastown, Katie

Power, Piltown and Michelle
Quilty, Mullinsvat up against
Briepe Corkery (Cork), Kat-
rina Mackey (Cork), Ailish
(Galway), Tina
{Offaly), Orla

0" Reilly
Hannon

D'Dwyer (Tipperary), Kate
Kelly (Wexford) making up
the nominations.

The right corner-forward
award went to Michelle
Quilty of Mullinavat.

Kate Kelly of Wexford
claimed the full-forward

award while Katrina Mackes
of Cork finished up the All
Starbeam for 2016 inclaiming
the left eorner forward spol.

The All Star  awards
evening really was the icing
on the cake after a terrific
year for Kilkenny camogie.




CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

Charleville
FrO'Neill's

CHARLEVILLE made all the run-
ning in the first half of the 5E

Minor C champienship
final on Saturday in Castle Road
on an excellent surface both
sides must be credited for the

superb game they produced.

Two commitled skdes gave it thelr
all bt im thie finksh i was Charbevil-
Iz thanks to an opening halkf that saw
ihee notel up 4-4 withont reply that
TRIN Kt Winners.

Fr (°Melll’s were uniocky not to
have got on the scoreboard in the
opening half. They concentratid a
lot on defending against the strong
wind but in the second hall when
they moved Ciara O'Nell further
out fiekd she caused probloms for
Charleville.

Grace Galvin found the net to
setile Charlevilie into the game and
with Laure Doyle adding a second
goal they were in a good position.
With the O'BMeill’s defencs mopping
up a Jot of pressure it was tough and
three Charleville points form Fiona
Meiligan, and Laura Doyle (2) saw
O Meills fnll furiher behind

Helll’s did enjoy-a lot af pee-
session in front of poal but strong
defending lelped Charleville stand
firmm.

With Cinra O Brlen hugely im-
preceive a8 they siopped Fr O'Neill’s
galning any ground, Two Sophie
Hudner goals and a Fiona Melligan
point before the break gave Chirle
ville a 16-point interval lead and it
was gokng to be tough for O Nedll's te
g 1t bk

Ciarm O'Nelll kad Fr O'elll’s on
the scoreboard with an early secoml
half point. Laura Doyle replied but
Cinra O°Nelll again got one back as
her #ide began to enjoy a lot more
possesskon.

Fionn Melligan lad & goal as the
game cnfered the thind guarter but
it weas to b Charlosilles last scoreof
the game as Fr O°Melll’s bogan to
play with a lot more determibnation

Chloe O Keelfe converted a 45 bo-
fore Rebeoca O°'Brien grabbed a Fr
" Nelll's goal with vight minwtes re-
maining.

Chboe O°KeefTe converfed a [Fee as
Fr O'MNeill's still battbed on but the
clock ticked towands full fime muoch
{o Charleville's relie] alter & contest
where they were grateful to their
opening half performance which
hiotped them take the thtle,

Fiona Nelligan, who played a
huge role in hor side’s victory, was

resented with the Evening Echo

pyer of the Mateh award.
Soorars for Chasleviin: 5 Hudmor 240, L Doyl
123, F Moligan 1-2 i0-1 45), 0 Gakn 1-0,
Fr Orieirs: A O°Biies 10, G O Mol O-2,
Cigotis 02 01 45,0110,
EHARLEVILLE: C fupnslds: & O'Brier, £ Mok

5-5
1-4

Charleville

do the early

Baard.

g, . Do f
E OFyme, T Collear: 0O Gabein, F

gaar; J Mooy, L Dorla, 5 Hudee:

Sube: L Coslelo for G Galdn (401, A O'Cae
Tof B Hudear (52), & 0ol for ) Moloory $34),
0 O Disssrvell I L Cowriggan {54}

FR O'MEILL*S: A& Beenarc: J O fdbean, § Beg-
ik, 5 OV Sullvan; K ODvwyer, G Oidell. & big-
ping: E O°Keelfa (2], O Coroorar M Shaole, A
Milgrick, M Cowhig, A BicAlkster. H Balion, ©
Crinefie:

Sub; A O Bripn o K O Dwvyad (45,
Aaloree: Jobn Hegan (Gaen N Leo]

It 1= mnother o bosy weskend for the
juvenile board as they continug to
wark towarnds completing their fix-
{ure programme,

Weather has been kind amd gnmes

b Jorvs (], G Sheanan;
Hiifigan Com

have moved alwend smocthly with no
cancellations and fingers are cross-
ed that next weokend will zee the
final action on the playing felds for
016

Today Saturday in Castle Road
the st of the Uld championship fin-
alz gets the day's procecdings
underway at 11.30am when Kilbree
and Cobh mest at 11.50&m in the U4
 final.

The second game on the pro-
gramme is at 1.30pm when the Orst
of the U16 champlonahip finals
takes El-.u:u and in the Uls C final
Ballinhassig and Clonakitty battle it
ok for thee Ltle,

Clare Mullins with the Evening Echo Player of the Match award presented by Sheila Golden, vice-chair of the Cork Camogie

Pictere- Coflert O Sullivan.

Tomorrow Sunday is #=mi-final
day in two grades in 3t Finbarr's at
12pm Douglas take on Ballinora in
the U6 B Champicnship semi-final.

Castle Road hosts the other L6 B
semi-finals at 11, 30am as Ennis-
keane and Eire Og batile for thi
final =pat,

Courcey Rovers have booked
thelr place in the Under 18 A {inal
and they will be keeping an cye 1o
proceeding in Blarney at 2.30pm
when Ballygarvan and Charleville
maset,

Mext week we will have reports
from the minor A and B champlon-

ship finals.

Corkean?c@e |
gears up for
anight at

the dogs

B Mary MNewman

THIS yvear Cork Camogie cal-
ghrates 110 years in existence.

Over the past few vears, the
Cork l:mnlliju Buoard have devel-
oped a magnificent pitch in
Castle Road for the benefit of all
clubs, and we are now dra_liuhmd
to announce that building has
just recently commenced on
club house facilities with an ex-
pected completion date of April
2017.

As part of the fundraising
drive to support this develop-
ment the Board will hold A
Night at the Dogs in Curraheen
Park this Satuirday.

Anyone interested in nomi-
nating a dog (E50), advertising
{full page €100 and half page

£75) or purchasing ndmission
tickets for €10 - please contact
the camogie bonrd.

Support is greatly appreci-
ated a4 we continue on our am-
hitlous development diive to en-
hance our Camogle facilities in
Castle Road.

This development is vital for
the continuous growth of oar
game in Cork and will give all

our players the facilities they
desorve.

Furthermore, one of the core
philosophies is that this project
musi be sustainable so that it
can be enjoyed by genorations
Ly COaae,

Therefore, they need help to
raise funds that will go directly
towards the cost of this develop-

memnt,

To date, the ‘Sponsor a Block®
drive, at €50 & block, has gener-
ated significant income and the
board sincerely thanked the
people who have supported this
fundraiser.

Anyvone wishing to sponsor @
block can contact the Camogie
Board as they sirive to reach
our target of €50,000,

They are calling on camogie
membors, the wider GAA family
and feiends of camogie to sup-
port this ambitious project that
will ensore Cork camogie will
have a facility that we can be
proud of and enjoyed by all.
CONTACT: Mary McSweenoy
or Marian MeCarthy on chair-
person.cork@camogie. le or
treasurer.corki@camogie. je,

KILBREE
LH# Camoghe: Tha L4 i
caniinuad thal gieal fun & IR U148
ehamgeoesiip. 1th1.- dalpatod Haner-
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resul ol Bl ballgr $1mi with o wel
inken gosd and & peint Belara Sars
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Camogie club notes
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Lamsgrgan, Ciars O Sutivan, Rebaoca
Maorgan, Meabh Mulling (). Jessia
Lipoing ity Lyons. Rathy
MeCmtry, Clane Milkng . Donna Bisirs-

Elen Tensnaey. Lucy Farity & Aahineg
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Cork County Senbor Camogie final player of the match, Joanne oIm-
niscarra, collects her award at Reardens, Washington Smf.rljm
Joanne Casey, Inniscarra, (centre) holding her Reardens Trophy, with
her family, dad John, mum, Maureen, brother Colm and sister Geral-

dine.

Inniscarra go to Cahir in
search of a Munster
senior club crown

TOMORROW
Munster Senior Clab final:
Inniscarra v Burgess Th-
harra. Cahir GAA ds.

Zadapm
CAHIR GAA Club will host an
anticing camogie double
header tomorrow.

At 12.20pm Nenagh's Eire
Og will face Gallltir of Water-
ford in the Muonster informedi-
ate chub final while at' 2.45pm
Inniscarra take on Burgess-
Duhlarra'of Tipperary in the
senior decider.

Burgess are sitating thai
they enter their provincial
final as underdogs and have
a beel for & rt frodm the
'Iimnmr mhlﬂn inst “op-
position of real ped !

Burgess-Duharra recently
registered ‘a (ifth successive
county senbor title and sixthin
seven years thanks toa re-
ﬁfﬂd linal win ever Borris-

o {E-'!Eln 1-9). et

ey then e to
beat Limarir:I:; :Ea mpions
Granagh-Ballingarry.

In mrl'rmlfﬂn?lm beat
highly rega s who
were also mkh:.? a fifth sue-
cessive county title, and for
that reason Bargess have
oceans of reapsct for the temm
they are about to face.

That's no surprize biit it
must also provide Burgess
with 2 spring in their now
that ‘hivve been alfmin-
ated and this will surely in-
crease thedr intensity and be-
Eﬁr of claiming the Munster

. B

They certainly have a Jot of
talent to boast abou.

Gemma Grace, Jenny Grace
and Caoimhe Maher all line
out with Ti Ary's senior
side while Clardha Maher wan
the All-Ireland minor title
with Tipp and lines out for the
intercounty Intermediate
fEam.

After a superb display In-
niscarra won their county
title with a hard fough:
2-13 three-point winning mar-
#in. Three days later they
Pplayed a provinelal semi-final
aml; to their credit, made the
hﬂgﬂiumarlumare'm beat
Inagh-Kilnamona 1-10 to -7,

Inniscarra won their first
(Cork county title in 2010 be-
fore adding & provincial title

and rea the All-Irela
II‘:]=1JIJ final, Ea nr.l;E
breaking season for the club.

PlEthora of injuries

Wi to plagoe the

e 1 Bas tiken them until

"ﬁl to' prove them-
shie again,

5 and the fact

oul in the past

Phcture: Jim Cowghlan

= Linda Mellerick

three seasons to Milford, who
went on to win Munster and
All-Treland titles in 2013 and
2015, meant that they didn't
fulfil their potential over the
past five years. That has
changed now.

Darrell Tucker (Burgess),
who is joined on the Burgess-
Duharra management féam
by Timmy Maher and James
MeGrath (Toomevara), knows
that the challenge pased by In-
niscarra is a serious one.

“It’s a massive challenge,”
Darrall said "Milford are
winning the last fonr Muinster
senjor titles. 5o, o take a scalp
like that you would have to be
tr.:a];:“plfrctl:d, And we lel! CRL-

respecting Innlecar-
ra on Saturday. We just have
to look after our own perform-
ance. If we can perform to our
own ability hopelfnlly it will be
ernough to fel s over the
lins,™ il acded,

*Thiz i% where you want to

Youh want to get to a

final and then, If vou can,
progress to a Munster final,
This is a massive challenge for
us, but we are actually really
looking forward to it, Hope-
fully things will go well.” Bug-
gess-Duharra lost last vear’s
provinelal final to Milford, but
got this year’s Munster can-
palgn off to an encouraging
start when beating Granagh-
Ballingarry (5-17 to 1-9) two
weeks ago in Ballingarry's
Bome pitch.

“Following the match I was
pleazed enough,” Darrell
Tucker explained as his
thoughts turned to the impres-
sive m-r?uinl win over & side
who hadl browght B -Din-
harra’s 2014 campaign to a
critshing end

“1 wag pleazed with the
score that we put up, but there
are @ lot of thin W can
fmprove m,“ h:l:k“ addfgrd

ore pralsing players
thedr focus, intensity in train-
ing and dedicated 1o the canse
this seazon.

“They seem to be very fo-
cused this vear — there have
been no distractions: they ars
focused on the job in hand and
there 18 no looking past the
next game; “Wians just taking
it one game at a time.

I am delighted by the way
they are applying themselves
in training and by their focus
chming up to match time,"
Tucker sadd.

Extra thme will be played in
the event of a draw.

|~
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Hhmhmmmhmmmﬂmn.hhipﬁumﬂmm Presidend

i

Cathering Neary and Alan Jonston [Liberty Insurance), Photo: EINPHO Ryan Byrne

T 14 feom reustly clvatbed pha looigon ond
Sarehk 01 Epedla, herle Mok, Beci Linghan, sk

(rrwey, Meokh Fughs, mer ("Doeqhs, fvelye Mabigen, Ko (Forden, Fete ame!, fideas (el

Uearpiorridi dpetle by winving the firt e a1 " chosgiershiy in BeBiekuch GAk

Comihe Besphy, B ol Tt A Caven, Rse Muspy, Moo Scher

Leins
final,

hansured as Manager of the Yasr

fread g ey, W14 Ouiaik

(rthes, D
(e ol v B, o it i,

 Quike Ky (S Lo




Burgess
happy to
see end of
heartache

REACTION
m Linda Mellerick

BURGESS DUHARRA man-
ager Darrell Tucker was ec-
static on Saturday when the
final whistle blew.

He has been with s side for
five years and they had suf-
fered o lot of heartbreak in
Munster but they leoked on
top from the outse??

“Yeah we probabdy wero hut
it's mever over. Wie've been in
this positbon before and it isn'l
over until the final whistle,
Wa've been working on that
owver the past couple of weeks,
juzl see out games, finjsh
them out no matter what the
SoOEE 18,

“Weo've had a lot of heart-
break. We'vie come wp Against
pood teams. Milford were an
pxcelbent team and Innkscarra
boat them o the county title
20 huge respect to Innlscarra.
We kmow theyd come ap with
n gertous test 5o we had 1o
being our A game today.”

On the ather side Inniscarra
manager Ger Dinan couldn't
hide his disappolntment but
was gracions in defeat, “Ah
veah, ook [ only came in in
July anal the stall was alveava
1o win ie county champion-
ship and everything was a
bsomnis alter that, To get 1o n
Munster final, we were de-
lighted, but today Burgess
vwere just outstanding, They
worked so hard and gave ogr
giris no chance. But leok our
girls still won Cork this year
s0 wi'll re-energise the bat-
teries and hopefully have a
crack nextyear at it agein,

“When we lost the Tirst
raunnd to 51 Catherine’s that
was my first day with the girls
and i yon'd gaid in July that
wir'dl atill he playing in Mowvem-
ber poople would have
thought we were mad. But
look we're immensely proud
of the girls. That night in CIT
cin't be taken avway from us,
io beat Milford, and we'll
enjoy it and regroup for next

VL

"Today hurts but the girls,
we're all immensely prowd of
them, the committes and
overvone in Inniscarra is im-
mensely provd of them,™

Innlecarra spent time in a
hngdedle after the final whisthe
andd 1 askes] e what was the
message amengst thom?®

“Yeah just stand up and be
proud, that they represented
the club and county well,
We're go proud that they rep-
resented Cork and Inniscarra
s well. We gave It a go (oday.
It just didn’t come off for us
ami these days happen. Thene
has to be a winner and &
loser.”

Ome had 1o apprectate whit
Burgess had gone through for
the bast five years. ;

“They e 4 very expericnond
team. They were 0 hiungry
today, They looked 1ke s in
the coumnty fnal We were hun-

toa for it but things just
ﬁﬁnw fall for us on thes da
Bt we'll regroup and well
done to Burgess Duharra.
They'll reprosent Munster
very well in the All-Iraland
championship.”

Linda
Mellerick

Burgess Duharra 2-10
Inniscarra 05

AFTER suffering Munster Club
heartbreak for the past five years,
Burgess Duharra finally achieved
their dream on Saturday when
they claimed the title at the ex-
pense of Cork champions Innisc-
arra.

Twelve months age, Burgess were
denied by Milford with an injury-1ime
point seored in exira-time, and they
carried the pain of that right through
o thie final whistle in Cahir whers t
ewphoria and relief was clear to see
when referee Philip Dee called for full-
time.

Burgess Dubarra’s experience at
this level was very evident. Thelr
physicality, teamwork, and duggnd
performance proved too much for an
Inniscarra side that just couldn®
maich them on the day.

Winning the county [l wias every-
thing Inniscarra wanted for 2016, and
anmmng. afver that was always going
{0 be & bonus. But when you're in a
Munster final, you want to win it and
clearly Innlscarra were disappointed.

But it's been a fantastic year for
them and when the disappointment of
Saturday subdides they'll remember
that.

In soff, underfootl conditlons, the
game never really exclted the large at-
tendance. Throw-in was held up for 10
minutes to allow the crowd (o enter the
graunds.

Referee Philip Dee was vory picky on
the whistle and failed to allow advin-
tage. which didn't help the game’s
flaw, Bat if was a tough, dogeed battlo
with scores hant to come by,

Burpess wen: very sirong o paper,
with several inter-county players and
with Emer MeDonnell, at 36 years aof
age, siill displaying moments of bril-
lance, Burgess had too much power
up front for Inniscarra fo cope with,

Trish O'Halloran immediately nade

Senior club camogbe final in Cashel.

an impact at centre-back and with
Ciardha Maher, Jenny Grace, and
Amy Hennedy powerful, the first
couple of polnts went to the Ti
side before Joanne Casey levelled the
game with two [rees,

Up until the 18th minute the score-

vas dominated by frees.

Inniscarra did receive o let-off on 1D
minutes after Tarn Kennedy hit the
not, but the referee falled to ghve ad-
vantape and called play back to whese
Grace converted the resuliant free,

With Burgess leading 0-5 o 0-3
MeDennell got one break: Epu-llil'l? a
gap, with a one-handed plck and in-
creditle speed she bare down on goal.
Rinead Ni Riain, to her credit, ad-
vanced well, bat MeDonnell rattled the

Inniscarra's Liz Hayes breaks past Burgess/Dubana’s Tara I:em:lﬂﬂ Mairister

Joha D Kelly

Burgess break
Inniscarra hearts

net with a direct strike from the hor

Further points from Grace and
Ciara MeHeogh and Burgess ook a 1-7
to -3 lead into the dressing reom.

Innkscarra's intensity increased in
the second half, To thelr credit they
fought very hard, bat just couldn’t
overcome a very solid Burgess Dubar-
Ta performance.

With seores difficult to get, Casey
and Grace swappod frees, three-a-

ece, as the game moved towards the

inal five rminabes.

MeDonnell put Tipp's name on the
cup when, gathoering 50 metres out, she
burst down the middie, drew Innisc-
arra’s defonders and offivaded 1o Ken-
nedy who finished to the net to puik any

Inniscarra's Rena Buckley breaks past Burgets/Duharra’s Ruth Barry and Tara Kennedy during the AIE Munster Senior dub camodgie final
in

Ficture: Johm D Kelly

hope of an Inniscarci comeback o bed.
Seorers led Burgess Dubarrac J Grace 0-7 ), E
McDonned 1-1 (011, T Hannedy 1-0, G Mospogh,
A Ky 0-1 asch
Peniscaera: J Casay 081
HIJH:IE'E‘B.EB nuumm.: I::_II_-Inh-i'uln: E TJm-nE
Cleacs, A Egan: M Mooy, T OHallomn, Ll Chig-
loy: Cadimie Manee, Cistdra Liased: R Bary. J
Grica, T McHEcgh; T Kefnady, E Malannall, A
Subs: A Gitoagie lor U Ouigley (591, L Mok

: L {580, L for A
iy

INRISCARRA: & Hi Pusn: M Buckiy, L Hayes, R
Chegliey; B Q'Mahany, © Looney, A Sheehan: A
Bucklay. A Kavanagh: A Koare, E Loonay, T
McCarity: J Camry, L Breriaan, W MoCarity.

mred M Buicikioy (351 A O'Apilly for T McCanhy (548),
HMLMMIHH Ky (58], 5 Walsh kod E Looray

Redespn: Phibp Des (Limerch).

shenny Gracefinds herpath biscked by Inniscarra’s Rema Buckley during

m’mmmﬂﬁwﬁﬂh



2-10
Inniscarra (Cork) 0-5
AIB Munster Club Senlor

rithe in succession, Burgess-
Duharra were crowned ATB
Kiunsier Club champions for
the First time in Cahir on
Saturday. They can now set
their mm: an n-ll-lraland

m:e;u: af Em‘nul - Ihr: Jast

Premier club team to win the
Bill Carroll Cuip in 2008, First

though,

Ulster and Derry victors
Sl:m;hmeﬂ in-an All-Ireland
semi-final early noxt year:

They Lasd the foundation for
victory when one of the
county’'s mosl decorated
plavers, Eimear McDonnell,
H&muﬂ for a erucial ln

1%th minote. The
star - holder of fve M.I
Ireland senior medals
deli 4 El}i?-:llii‘r:u':ll; mi:: o
Hl

"It i bous for the club,
for the mentors and the people
involved,™ she sald. "They
deserve il - more fthan

1am jast so to
b part of this team. These are
thulli;g‘srh {;u grow up with:
Different things went againgt
s 0ver the st few Wi
foll hard done by to loge to
Milford last year but we will
a-;ijn}' this hnclum.thin isa

owing a :n;npemlve
Eﬁﬂmﬂn the sldes were
¥, but when

Caze

‘Maher, a pattern was
begin 1o estahlizh,

short whistle, Burgess-

respective captains Joanne ;
iisg-the bl of the'
providing the bu the'
seord

Casey and -of-
Ihbmll"tﬁ E[!I:E:tl'lﬂ;::rl.:ﬂﬁ

after the break. But despite

~never giving up the ﬂiﬂ

SCOres Were af a premium
Inniscarea. Ttmr had to fely
on Casey for their six points,
and they all came from

"halls. hMassive credit

the winner's defence, whu
were relentloss as weall g
Granagh/Ballingarry in the
Rnst rotind.

In contrast, midfielder
suprems Rena Bu had to
switch to cenire-back in the
First-half, as Innlscarra
attempted to curtail the
influence of the Burgess-
Duharra attack. With the
game entering the closing
stages, the Tipperary
c'hampiuns wers still seven
points to the good. Gemma
Grace and Tishy O'Halloran
were 2olid at the hack, whils
the impact of Clardha and
Caoimhe Maher's was a big
plus at midfield.

Tara HKennedy then
clinched the win for Burgess-
Duharra when she hand-
passed their second goal two
minutes from time. The
corner forward was picked out

McDonnell, who 17 y-]

r winning her first All Ire-
land with the Blue and Gaold
£1ill has a great eve for goal
ﬁr:ﬂl‘ﬂr e +Jd Oridn
{1-ﬂ-u:?|;|. G MckKpogh and A Eerrady
mﬁm J Casey (=5
Y],
BURGESS-DUHARRAL C Holhan A

. G Grace, E L T
mﬂmﬁmﬂ

blocked
(amogie

Cacdmba Mahar C

Mckoogh,
1Gapt). R Bay: A Kepnody, E
MoDonnest, T Konnody.
Suba: A Gillsspio for U Qusgley (50]. L

Rt lgr A Beny {63],
INMESCARRA: 5 NI Riarm; M

Hayas, B Quiglay: B O'Makony, C
Loonay, A Sheohan; A Buckiay, A

HO WAY THROUGH: Burgess/Duharra’s Jenny Grace finds her path
innizcarra’s Rena Buckley during the Munster Club Senior

in Cashel. Right: Burgess/Duharra players celebrate their
first Munster (ub Championship victory.

Pigture; bohn D Kelly

o Gamos

E Looniy, L Bran-
rﬂn% HHI:-I:-'I:I'F;' J Casey

E{MA&mnlurLBrmunr,Eﬂ A
Olalty for T MaCarthy [38]. C Cronin
L o b Buckley (58], M Lomband for R
Madna [55), 5 \Walsh toe E Loy (606,
Refures: Phily Daa [Limanch )

Impressive Kilbree Ul4s sink *
Cobhintitanic camogie battle

Coliins. Kate ODonovan, lessica O'Drisced,

KILBREE Ul4s were crowned county
champions after a great performance
aguinst Cobh on Saturday.

Four first-halfl goals saw Kilbree lead
4410 I-2 at half-time, as Mairead Crowley
scored a hat-trick and Caoimhe Murphy
also found the back of the net.

The second half was 3 much tougher
bautle and the Kilbree girls were tested in
every area of the field but Leanne Sheehy
and Sarah O'Donovan stood up and helped
Kilbree 1o a 4-6.t0 2-4 win,

The girls add the county title to the Car-
bery championship title that they won in

i Mairead Crowley was awarded
amyer of the Match award; she also
vexl the inaugural Ul4 championship

cup. Thanks to Deirdre O"Leary, Anna
O'Meill, Aidan 0'Shea, Tony O'Neill and
Marie Dorgan for their great work with
this team.

2016 has been an historic year for Kilbree
camogie, The following titles have been
won: U4 county championship, Ul4 Car-
bery championship, U2 county leaguwe and
U12 Carbery league,

Many girls are on many both panels
and have won four medzls, Four girls -
Mary Murphy, Cagimhe Murphy, Kate
O’Donovan and Rachel Deasy - have won.
six medals. They also played with d;u;
hurling and football teams that j

West Cork leagues.
Thee U4 panel included: Heat her E-I'll'l'lﬂa.m

Maeve O'Nelll, Sarah ODonovan, Alice Twom-

&y, Leanne Sheehy, Emilly O'Donov
Deasy, Makread . burpty, Alfe
i rigwiey, Mary Murph

.Rebecca
t Colins, Alison Sinead

an, Rachel

=

Yl Callanan and Miamh i,

L e

Huilll

daugl'lterlni

, Heineken,

presents the camogie player of the year award to John

nne Casey at the Reardens awards.

Picture: Eddip I:I'Hm



Kilkenny celebrate after defeating Cork in September’s All-Iretand Senior Camogie final in (roke Park.

Pictere: leph

Cats face Déise in opening round

Therese O'Callaghan
Camogia

All-Ireland senlor camogle
champions Kilkenny will
begin the defence of thetr thilbe
in 2017 against neighbours
Waberford.

The Likerty Insurance All
Ireland ehampionship draws,
which were made in Dublin
vesterday evening, have
thrown up some interesting
pairings. including that of
defeated Mnalists Cork against
felbow Munster side Ti ry
in tholr opening match.

After vears of heartbreak,
Kilkenny regained the

O°Dulfy Cup last September,
bridging a gap of I3-years
zlRce cUFFERL Manager ARn
Downey captained the side to
glary, They claimed their 13th
title, emerging with four
paints to spare over Cork. The
Cats had agonizingly lost six
finals in the Intervening
Y¥ears,

Ton teams will participate
in next years champbonship,
consisting of two groups of

five,

The first roonds will get
underway in June, with the
qurter-finals and semi-finals
dhue 1o lake place in July and

Anknisl reapectively.

The Diélse — who were
crowned All Ireland inder-
meidiate champlons in 2015 —
will play host to the title-
holders in Group 1, a group
that also Includes Clare, Dub-
lim and Galway.

In Group 2, the Premicr
County will entertain the
Rebels, while Limerick. Offaly

and Wexford complete this
Time up,

Meanwhile, the intermed]-
ate championship which
Kilkemny alzo claimed this
sgason, sees the Black and
Amber drawn in Group 1.

In an all-Leinster clash,
ey mpe wp againgd Weford in

their opening round; with An-
trim, Derry, Kildare and Tip-
perary completing the group,

In Group 2, runners-up
Cork will face-Galway in the
apening round, whilsi the
current premier junior All-
Ireland champions Carlow ane
paired with Down in thedr ficst
pame at intermediate level.
Lavois and Menth complete the
linengp.

The Liberty Insurance All-
Ireland Camogie Finals at
senior, Intermediale and
premier junbor level form part
of & treble header in Croke
Park in Soptembeer.

W See Digest for draws

Mmmﬁmmmmmanuﬂmmmummﬁwmmm

ST Libarty It lke-
land Senior Camogie
'mmmq. Dublkn, Gabvay,
e oLl
B heturea - Baturday
lﬁ#ﬂﬂﬁvﬂ#m Watartord

v Kileniny.
thuvﬂﬂﬁi
¥

Cark
mMMﬂl‘lnﬁlﬁm
land Imbermediate Camogle

Champlonship
mthrm'n.w

Bound 1 Fldures - Weekend of
July 188 HAT:

Girgp Yz Walsdond v Dhililing
Wickkow v Westmeash.
Group 2=
Poaaoamimcen Y

w KTy,




FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT

WOMAN OF STEEL

Cork camogie star Ashling Thompson, who captained the side to All-Ireland victory last year, credits her sport with
turning her life around after depression, the suicide of her on-off boyfriend, and some badly chosen friendships threatened
to derail her, Since then, she tells Emily Hourican, she has learned that, in the bad times 'it's about holding on' and that
there is no weakness in asking for help. Photography by Kip Carroll. Styling by Liadan Hynes

feel like I'm made

of steel” says Cork

‘ camogie star Ashling
Thompson. She looks

it, too, Unsmiling,

with the kind of

steady gaze that

means she probably

rarely has to actually say the words: “Don't
mess with me”, [Es written all over Twer, from
her Amazonian height and strength, tothe
tatioas that spake across her forearm. It's
there, too, in her history, as a fierce player,
hard tackler and outspoken commentator,

But she's vulnerahle, too. Twice duning
the interview, she nearly breaks down in
tears, talking about the “dark times” that
lie behind her. Mostly what she is, though,
is passionate — about sport, and what it
has done for her.

“1 know it was my sport that ended up
saving my life” she says, without a hint
of exaggeration. "I went through a few
struggles some years ago, depression and
a few different things, and it was my sport
I always held on to, and it was that that
dragged me through, and picked me back
up. There were individuals along with it
but spart literally saved my life”

Which is why Ashling is a supporter
of the Irish Life Health Schools' Fitness
Challenge, now in its fifth vear, with
60,000 secondary-schoal children so far
having taken part. “When [ play my sport,
the benefit is 50pc physical, and 50pe
mental. When yvour emotions are getiing
the better of vou, theres probably nothing
worse,” she says, 1 couldn't imagine, if 1
wiasn't playing camogie at the time. . . |
den't know where I'd be right now, [ was
in such a dark place, such a low point in
my lifie.”

The dark davs started, for Ashling,
with a car crash in 2009, near her home
in Newtownshandrum on the Cork-
Limerick border. She was 19 and in her
first year at college. Before that, she was,
she says, a perfectly happy, sports-mad
teenager. “[ was always playing at the
highest level. 1 was on the Cork senior
camogie team when 1 was in secondary
school. | was gifted naturally as a young
girl. 1 never strugeled to get on the

highest-level team, which was great. |
was engulfed in sport growing up. 1 wis
a pure fairy, [ just wanted to play sporis
all the time,

=l was real smart at schooi, but hac
no interest whatsoever. The teachers
thought [ was a bit of an eejit. like:
‘S0 much potential, really good in class,
bk . .. " We alwayvs got on really well, and
I'd always do my homework, but when it
came to studying, | hated being cooped up
in a classroom. | needed to be physically
active.”

Diid she never have a tecnage mament
when boys took precedence over sport?
“Wever, | was atomboy. | don't think | wore
mke-up until | was in first year in college.”

And s0, for Ashling, the impact of the
car crash was devastating far bevond her
physical injuries. 1 had no broken Bones,”
she says, “no life-threatening injuries, but |
had severe muscle damage to my neck and
back. | was used to getting bangs in gameas,
and, at first, I said, “I'll be totally fine’, But
in the hospital, the physio said, “There’s
mo way vou can go back playing, and you
probably won't be right for a long time'
S0 when it came to that realisation, it hit
mie like a ton of bricks. That car accident
set me back for about three years.”

It was, she admits, very much her
response to it that was the problem.
“T could have prevented it from being
prolonged, but the impact it had on my
mental health and my feelings . .. [ stopped
talking to my friends. [ woulbd be cooped up
in my room 2447, [ stopped eating; 1 bost 50
much weight. I should have been 10 stone,
but [ was seven-and-a-half stone. | was skin
and bone, [t all was so overwhelming, and
I didn’t know how to cope with it [ was
just 30 sick, physically and mentally sick,
at the thoughts of it Your whole identity
comes to a stop,” she explains, "It was like
it was taken away from me, and there was
nothing I could do. It was so disheanening,
and [ started to get really angry then”

The anger was very much directed at
herself, because it was Ashling who was
driving the day she crashed. 1 was angry
at myself = “Why did 1 go out that day?
There was no need to go. If only [hadn'e™
Clearly, she already had a bad temper - at

one point. she talks atout her bvo clder
brothers, soving with a laugh, “They would
hawe been halfl afraid of me, I'd such a
temper. I'd lose it in a second if vou said
the wrong thing . . 7 — and it doesn’t
take o degree in psyehology to begin 1o
uncerstand the effect of all that anger,
bottled up and turned inwards.

“I didn't have a elue whal was going on
in my head. And [ was someone who wis
really hard to read, so it was very difficult
for my parents to read what was going
on in my head. 1 might go out and drive
around and they would think, she’s with
her friends, but 1 wasn't. 1 would drive
arcund on my own, or go for walks on
my own, trying Lo figure oul whal was
gaing on in my head, And eventually, that
got the better of me. | became depressed,
but didn't have a clue about depression,
the signs or symptoms, 26 [ was constantly
beating mysell up: "Why am [ feeling
this way®™

Ashling is pretty matter-of-fact about
all this — and, because she never really
spoke to a professional about what was
going on, saying, “T never found the right
person” — she doesn't have the language
of therapy to explain herself. Instead, it
comes out, entirely in her own words, and
all the more raw for that. “My mam had no
control over me. Nobody would have had
control of me. [ went through the whole
thing on my own. [ didn't want to listen
to anyone, And | was so angry that if my
parents or my friends gave their opinion,
I'd say, “It's none of your business, [ know
what I'm doing!” [ thought 1'd be showing
weakness if [ sabd anything. [ couldn't say
anything to my mam. | was embarrassed,
I was ashamed. [ felt, "She’s not going to
know anyway, she's not going to helpl And
1 didn’t want her worrying about me”

And so Ashling bottled up the anger
and the hurt, talking to no one, taking no
antidepressants. *1 think it was just that
I've been brought up to fend for myself.
That's just the way [ was brought up,
and it wasn't & bad thing. We'd kill for
each other, but there was no 'l love you',
and hugging. We weren't soft. We're all
athletes, My mother was an athlete, my
dad was a hurler, my brothers are athletes.,

Evervbody was involved in GAA Il wasa
tough atmosphere.

“Grrowing up in a sporting enviromment.
vou've got to be tough ag nails, My [wo
older brothers, we're really close; if
someone ever upset mae, they'd be straight
in there, but they couldn't understand il
they'd never experienced it before, And
depression, even them, was such a taboo
subject, Even [ didnt have a clue what was
going on, | never said that word to myself”

When Ashling did go back to training
and playing, the anger came with her. "My
sport suffered,” she sayvs, “My anger showed
throughout my performances, [started o
retaliate a lot on the field. [ was involved
in a lot of physical altercations, and that’s
where my identity changed foom being this
super-athietic child and teenager, to being
this hothead. I'd get targeted then in every
game. Everyons wants to target someans
whio is going to lose the head, especially
if they're effective. | was never the same
athlete or player 1 used to be, and it felt
like I'd lost that”

It is at this point that her eyes fill
with tears, "It makes me emotional now,
because 1 get Nashbacks . . . [ knew I'd
lost myself . ., " she says, before making
a visible effort to pull hersell together,
“Sorry, I haven't cried in a while.

“1 got so fed up, because it was like |
was fighting a losing battle. Things started
getting sour in the camp. Tralners would
leave me on the bench because | was such
a liability. That was a first for me, And I
miade it worse then.” A kind of seli-fulfilling
prophecy? If you think I'm bad, I'll be
the worst? “Exactly. [ started not going
Lo training. [ would be so low 1 wouldn't
get out of bed” When she describes the
situation as “a ticking time-bomb,” it's easy
Lo feel the growing rage, frustration and
loneliness that built within her, the lack
of an effective outlet, or any real handle
on what was happening to her.

Instead, Ashling acted out, as so many
young people do, by choosing to distract
herself, “ started to crave attention from a
different light, I went on a really bad path
and started deing stupid things out late at
night, not coming home"

What kind of stupid things, | wonder?



Thie Sarsfields team who wen the 20016 Minor A Championship title last weekend at Castle Road after atou

pions, with Sars winning the crown in 2014, and Killeagh fast season.

Mullinsfires

1-9
1-6

Sarifields
Killeagh

TWO evenly-matched sides
battled it out for the SE Systems
Miner A championship title in
Castle Road.

[t was the clash of the champions, in
elfect, as the holders Killeagh and
14 winners Sarsfields woni head-
to-head for the 2006 crown.

j . Little divided the sides all
through the opening half and Indeed
jright through the game as the battlo
to gain the upper hand continued,

It was level pegging ot the break
as peither Sarsfields nor Killeagh
yeoukd gain the upper hand in a close
A0 minutes whers the bead changed
hands after a good start by the
hioldlers.

Killeagh seitled quickly into the
game with two early scores. Court.
TNy }[urﬁrm gave them the perfect
start with a goal to opening the scor-
ing. Sarsfields replied with a Luey
Kelly |Er-'lllﬂi but, working hard,
Caoimhe Harney kept Killeagh in
front, adsding to tholr tally with a
paint.

Sarafields ensured Hilleagh were
not poing to get away from them and
they replled with a Clare Mullins
point to stay on thelr tatls

Chloe Sigerson pointed a Killeagh
free and with Canimhe Harney
added ancther from play they kept
Ahvedr lead.

With the Sars attack piling on the
pressure, Kate Mary Cullinane had
o be at her best in the Killeagh goal
o deny them a goal — but they
found their range, siviking four
points without reply.

Denna Kerrigan, Lucy Kelly
Lyons, and Sarah Costello were all
on target as they got themselves
back om level torms amd at the halk

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

ars to
minor glory

time whistle i was 1-3 to -6 as (e
shdes remained deadbocked. It was
all to play foras the sides took to the
field for the second half and Sars
edged in fropt with an early point
firom Clare Mulling,

With play swinging from end to
end, both defences held firm with
seores lard to come by as Sars clung
to their point load.

Ten minuies inte the half, Sars
movied further ahead with-a Clalre
Mullins goal Siperson pointed two
froes to keep the pressure on the
Sars defence and with just two

L

points between the sides the game
wias still there for the taking.

Sars stretched their lead to three
points with a point te which Luey
O'Garman replied podnting a 45 bart
responding Sars were back threse
paint clear thanks to Claire Mullins,

Kilbeagh jod huge pressare in
the fading light ag both sides threw
averything into the closing minirtes,
bavt the goal Killengh n didn’t
arrive ns Sarsfleld s huge on to take
the titlhe

The Evening Echo Plaver of the
Match was awarded to Clare Mul-
lins of Sarsfield's who had & splen-
did bhour,

Eeavors lof Sarsfalkde: C Muling 14, L Kaly 0
m1 f), I Keerigan K Lyors, & Coslelln 0-1

gh test against Killeagh. It was a meeting of the last two cham-

Picture: Colbert O Sullrvan

G -3 L & Hor-
-1 5

W Meanwhile, today jn E%Lljnluugh
ot 11am Doarglas and Eive O mest in
the UlE B Championship final and
this will be followed at 1 .30pm by the
Uls A final where Courcey Rovers
and Ballvgarvan mect to decide the
destination of the last two cham-
phionship Htles for 2016,

Dominant
Carrigalinedig
deep to hold
on to lead

CAMOGIE
B Mary Mewman
Carrigaline 5-11
Ballincollig 3-3

DESPITE playing against the strong
wind in the opening half Carrigaling
st the tone early in the SE Systems
Minor B championsghip Ninal at Castle
Boagd

Ground conditions underfoot were
srperh and this halped the fow of the
game as the gides got down (0 bk
ness. Two early points settled Carri-
galine inito the game and eonverting a
free they went -3 (o -1 aheacd

A Molly Barredt gaal and a Rachel
(' Regan point stretched the lead as
Ballincollig battied to stay in touch
E?;Ehbshiw D‘Hl:li]-:bmm nd Migmh

rien impressing u it

At thee break [t was I_E.arrjgallm wha
led by sevpn pavimits 1-6 10 0-2 and turn-
ing to play with the wind advantage
they went to the dressing reom
happy. ; ;

Ballineollig applied the pressure
enrly'in the second half and working
hard they had the lead down to a
point 1-T to 22, after O'Halloran
grabbed two goals.

Having to ﬂﬁqn{]mn'i lirse bzl
their focus and picking off some ex-
cellent paints they went 2.8 to 2-2
ahead.

A point from Emma Coaney and a
Lisa Kiely goal gave Ballincollig a
meuntain to elimb.

The sides swapped goals but with
Emma Cooney iruabb:inz Carriga-
line’s fifth poal the moementim was
o [irmly in thedr favour and it was
a deliphted Becky O'Shen who ac.
cepied the frophy on behalf of the
fesum mates.

Carrigaline's Molly Ryan was
named Evening Echo Player of the
Match after a superh display for the
newly crowned champians.
Scoanre for Corrigaline: L 24, E Coonoy 1
2. R O'Rngan -4, M BHMHE'I-‘FLIHIE-n 13

Balncollly: © Oabioran 20, M OBden 1-1, O
kieCarthy 0-2

CARRIQALINE: J E DLy, H Lang, K
O"Coannell. L Danky, B0OrShas, & Ryls; M Byan, O
Candan; © Murphy, E Coanoy, K Hoghes; R
Cfhagen, L Kislye M Baran

Subs: 9 lor K has, C
" Ly Fighas, C Kedrnay fov R

BALLIHCOLLIG: K Jones; A O'Mabony.

Murphry. D O Sulinvan: O Koasing, 5 Erl:mr:
novan; W Tarneud. M O'Loary: © O HaBsam, ©
Epulp. E D'Sullivan; O O'Ladry. E Lerdan, M

‘Bubs: A Kafly fer D O Sullbean, O McCanivy inr O
Haaly E OBrnien for L Musphy EEM_‘:;.WE
D Buliremn, | Mgnnafiok fee b Tamace, K Hoaly for
HO'Lpary

Role model Collins gets due recognition with Soaring Star award

Courcey Rovers Camogia

Huge congratulations to
Linda Collins, who won a
Soaring Star award at the Ca.
rnuﬁlin All Stars at Cliywast,
Diwiblin, on Saturday Novems
1L"Elr |5 i
JAngla playesl a hugo part in
i1h¢ Cork Intermediate Camo-
e e thiz vear, scoring 1-03
in e All-Treland fnal, whers
Cork narrowly lost out 1o Kil-
kenny, Linda plays with our
senlor cnmoghe team and jun-
jor foothall team, She is study-
ing in Mary Immaculate Cal-
hg,;r le:rméhwhqruear;e
plays camagie. She assisted in
coaching vounger players in

CAMOGIE CLUB MOTES
m Shirley Moloney

our club this year and {5 a
loader with the becal Foroige
club, She s a fantastic rolo
model, someone who any
¥oung person in the locality
and beyand can boak up ko,
We are 50 proud and pleased
E—r hE':l-'En ]r1.L||:r uﬁ:]:-mnrnui Sl
55, & Takure = exvtremmel
bright! 4
Kilbree Camogle
Hilbree UH's were crownod
county champlons after

reat performance againsi
F:-nhh on Saturday, Kllbres got

off to A great start with a goal
from a free by captain Mzi-
read Crowley, Cobh's ro-
sponse was swill, grabling a
goal and point of thedr own.
Kilkres kopt their composure
angd foaght hard for every ball,
and poals from Mairead Crows
ley and Caclmbe Muarphy put
a considerable distance be-
fweent the sides at half-time —
Kilbree 4-04 to Cobhs 1402,
The second half was a much
tougher batile as Kilbroee's de-
fence had to withsiand attack
after attnck. A Cobh goal mid-
Wy [h.'l'ﬂ'l.l,g]l the gecond hnlf
coutld have furned this final,
bt Kilbpee's fitness ensuird
Cobh would only manpge (o

scare another iwo polnts.
Sarnh O'Donovan was a lesdor
in the defence and drove on
her troops 1o pressurise Cobh
into many wides in the second
hall.

There wern great scenes of
celeticatbon at the final whistls
when Kilbrer were erownesd
county champions on a final
scome of 406 io Cobh's 244,

The glrls had added the
county title to the Carbery
championship Htle that they
win in Augunst, Malread
Crowloy was named plager of
the mateh award, and also re-
colved the inangural 1714
champlonship cup.

The girls defeated many

strong teams such as Water-
grasshill, Bottevant, Tracton,
and Brian Dilkons in this coun-
ty championship. It k= an in-
credible achievement as the
majortty of girls on this squad
are still under the age ol 12,

Thanks to Deirdre OLeary,
Annpa O Nedll, Aldan O Shea,
Tony O'Melll, and Marie Dor-
gan for their great work.
Thanks 1o Anng for the fiiness
coaching: which made a hupe
diffirenice in ovoly match

It hets been & historic year
for EKblhiee camogis, l.'|.'ir_||1_1n|;
the 14 County Champion-
ship. the U4 Carbery Cham-
plonship, the U122 Connty
League, and the U2 Carbery

League. Many girls are o
both pancls and have won rnull
mmﬁ. i

I girls — Mary Muarphy,
Casimbe Murphy, Kate 0 Do
novan and Rachel Deasy
hﬂ'ﬁ wnnlsl.n medals,

10y also plaved with the
U2 hurling and foothall teams
that won the Wesi Cork
lEsnaes.
U4 panel; Meaihor Brimisg, © i
lins, Hate CrDongvan, Juua:.i-ll:r':?*:ﬁﬁ'

: Leamnn Sheahy. Em
O'Danovan, Rachal Daasy, !.:';.'ln:;rg
Crawiey, Mary Munahy, Alfe Oglil

Caimha
GSuthean, Origh Oees g



Ahern in top form as

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

Ballygarvan 3-5
Courcey Rovers 1-6

BALLYGARVAN were crowned
U16 A county champions at Bal-
linlough on Saturday last and in
the process, engraved their
names on the Majella O'Callag-
han Memaorial Trophy for the
first time as they overcame a de-
termined Courcey Rovers side.

Even though it was cold, the
superh surface ensured both sides
got to perform to the height of thedir
ability, and given the lateness of the
year, it was anly [tttng that a game of
such high calibre was played in good
conditions,

Cliona O'Leary pointed an early
Ballygarvan free o give her side the
bead, but Fiona Heating replied for
Courceys aned, with the sides evenly
matched, they battled to settle into
the. game.

Indwesd Courceys shoald have had
the opening geal of the game as they
were narrowly wide with the first at-
tack before coming back to grab a

nik.

Ballygarvan’s Elizabeth Guinane
found the net for a peach of a goal
when she Nirst-timed the ball past
Elan Maguire with an unstoppabla

of.

Working hard, Courceys kepk ap-
plving pressure and they nded
'.!.'illl a polnt from their captain,
Saolrse MeCarthy,

Ballygirvan grabbed thelr second
goal to extend their lead when cape-
tain, Shannon Wynne's long-range
free from the halfway line dropped
short in front of the Courceys goal-
mouth and Rachel Crowley reacted
quickest to finish well to the net.

With both sides working hard, the
level of skill on display was superh
and, battling with all their might,
Flona Keating narrowed the gap with
o Covreoys point and it took an excel-
lent point-blank save from Sarah
Abern to deny Saokrse McCarthy as
they pressed to narrow U gap.

The Ballygarvan U16 camogie team after their recent sucoess against Courcey Rovers in the U16 A county final.

Maolly Kelleher and Cliona O'Leary
pointed as Ballyparvan extended
their lead while In between Saoclrse
MecCarthy got one back, pointing a
Courceys !

Again, it took a good save from
Sarah Ahemn (o deny Courceys as the
]&&alul;l:lma whjxﬁ: hlmm;d ;ml.; “r_; WiE

FEATVAN W the lead, 24 to
0.3, af the break.

From the start of the second half
Courceys attacked and when Sacirse
McCarthy sent a long ball into the
Ballygarvan sguare, Sarah Ahern
was again at her best.

With their defence stlpu:rhl{ HhL-
shalled by Shannon Wynne, ably as-

sisted by Sinead and Niamh Lyvons,
and Liadh Murphy, Ballygarvan held
firm. And when a superb clearanece
from Wynne was gatherad by Rachiel
Crowley, she took on and beat the
Courceys defence before firing to the
.

Seores were sparse in the second
half. Stobhan O'Donovan pointed as
Courceys pushed for something.
Cliona O responded fo ensure
the gap rematned at seven points.
With six minutes remaining, Flona
Keating first-timed the ball to the net
as she connecied with Saoirse
MeCarthy's long-range free.

With five points between the sides,

and five minutes remalning, the
game was still thore (o be waon and
the pressure was on. To their credit
Ballygarvan had to be at their best as
Coupeeys gave it their all in the hope
of grabbing o second goal,

The Ballyvgarvan defence was
strong, breaking up attack after ai-
tack and gat the ball away from the
danger zone as thay held out to the
full-time whistle, to be ¢rowned
champions.

There were many superh dl*.q;ls:.‘s
an the day. but the player of the
match was Ballygarvan goalkeeper,
Sarah Ahern who was superh all
through o game where she denied

Ballygarvan win title

Coureays o mersis occasions

over thi hour,

Seorors for Ballygarvan: A Cromiey 2.9, C

CrLomry -8 {0-1 11, E Gt 1 -0, b Fnliokar 01

Revars: F Kealing 1.3, 5

mﬂ_ Xsling 13, 8 McCantyy 02

DALLYGARVAN: & Aerm L Murpiy, 5 Lyons, M

Iaym. E Murphy, 3 Wynne o). 5J Brsdy: E
Aagan. K Bormey: C 0w , t Gy, Bl Kat
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Hubc A Fnnagan for 5 ERla [48)

COURCEY ROVERS: E Magetng: M O Doneras,

M Colire, G Hamn “CE"F'I.DDH-MT_LI-IH-

Eatrer; 5 MeCanthey (o), § O'Sullvan: L Colbrg, ©

::I'HIJIC?'.E':'-HHH:SG'DUMHE.H.FMH\W L Pai-

)

Suba: & Oloncvan for M Coling [hel), E Fayre

lor L Holeeen [57), AL Coling bad L Palon (S

Aafaron: By Oriuivan [Bakomsioan|

Twomey hits three goals in Eire Og title win

6-8
1-0

Eire Og

Douglas

EIRE Og signalled their intentions
frowr the throw-in of the U165 B cham-
pionship final in Ballinlough on Sai-
urday last, writes MARY NEW-

Three goals from Miamh Twomey
lakd the foundations for victory. They
applicd huge pressure on a Douglas
defence Hmwﬁ"“ to cope with the
mtensity of the Eire Og attack,

By the half-time whistle, Eire Og
Bad nofched up 4-5, with a goal and a
peint from Emma Cleary, three
Peints from Isobel Sheehan, and a

i frem Anibhe O Brien.
put them in the driving seat,

as thelr defence habd the Douglas at-
tack.

Five minutes before the break, Eire
Og lost the services of midfielder,
Kate Shechan, due to an injury, bt
they failed to let i upset them. They
came ait focused for the second-half,

Douglas fought hard, but could find
no way through a solid Eire Og de-
fomce,
With Niamh Twomey and Emma
Cleary adding points, the mid-Cork
gide increased their lead,

Douglas gave it everything and
were rewanded with an Aoife Hosford

oal,
. Sarah Power and Maehh Kelly
added to the Elire O goal "‘""r ani
Izobel Sheehan added a point. They
were well on their way to taking the

title. El:m player of the match was
Eire Og's Niamh Twomey, who
notehed up an impressive 3-1 of her
side’s tally,

Sevanrs fof Eive
I Shawehan 0-4, 5
O iewn 0-1,

g ﬂ!il‘lﬂﬂn‘rﬁtﬂ.

IRE QG: © Lymch; M Calgy. F Wurphy, €
MeCarihy: G Sesahan, G Coffies, R Sheohan; |
Ehoehan, K Sheshan: E Quiglay. E Cleary, ©
Shasahan; A Moy, W Tedimily, G OrShea
Bubs: A OBirien dor 1 Sheehan finf], 14 ey ice &
Muitay, B Healy G Shashan, 5 Power, O OriSfba.
DOUGLAS: A Cumerins; C Meenll, A Ceattrell, J
Cashenan. © O'Sulian. § Brannan, 5 Magho J
D'M.H‘rcﬂ! K Holand; © 53 Leges, D Hamngion, R
OFioolls, T Coatalo, C Walsh, J Colng.

Subas & Baery tor T Comselio, & Hosfoed dor A
Oriaolls, R Wall kw J Colling
Rolores: Wilam Wals iAghsdss

H Twemarr3-1, E Cloary 12,
r. M ®ally 5-0 sach, A

Douglas camogie notes

HARD heck Lo ik Douglas U148 camogie toam
Fal wiern defoaied in the county final sgaéns! Ere
O kst wepakoanndl

Wied] oy DN IGCent Charmpionehe WeScedrs owvar
{Brian Dilsn's and Falincm.
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On Sunday, Hovambar 13 in Dougles Cammu-
fily Sohadl, Duagias plinyed wivy eecding U0
CAMOfes Qamos sQuinst Balknhadieg o e e
Ge Gamed matches of the year, With two
TS, FUNIRG Bl Bt LA s and 35 gt i
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worn mom han & masch for mﬂ,;‘;,?’.,‘“
bnhas s s

Wol done ik, Dreal EYogress has bao @iy
with Tha L and LiNOs ihis. yoar with 21 mafches
[playea By Bhis geoup in 20140
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Doin sichgs. A Tiidurs Ihay Qrfa was B Supar
g rrgs oo B and Tho - b chal
lenygoes W eren T pilch in Besh gamas
Deauglos Ohfas: Sophia Crhlases, Meathss Cun-
ninghe, Fayo Noteall, Asbng Decgan, Hats
?uqnn. Anna Bubler, Geacs Ukpetis. Grace
Mahony, Cilssth Morriseas Mag Chageman
Eﬂ'-hlﬂ'arﬂml i o
Douglens: Dubh: Sk Langras Ao, Rle-
becca Deeny, Sarsh O Maboey Andy Masrag
hen, Anna Locane. Belo Comor, Cana OVLakry
Clodagh Moerison, Ela Lasniak

L vl U0 carmesgin B aining continues on Mo
Gy il G-Tipm i b Gl Pl | L
Easen in 2008 ahil 2007 e s T Y
“Ll'ﬁ-.Ui'ﬂnI!UBl:urnu-l;llh" cantinuos o
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hat, e ity kg i 2000, ROOE. 20710,

P uinnang shamys welomsrs,
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Accolades
will be out
for best of
the year

CAMOGIE

H Mary Newman

I'T'S that time of the year
again when avards and aceal-
ades are handed out and on
Tuesday evening next camo-
wie plavvers will jodn with the
hurlers, foeotballers and ladies
footballers of Leeside, g%
Reardens announce their All-
Star teams and pick a Camagie
Player of the Year and &
Ladies Foothalber OF the Year.

Again this year the stan-
dard of camogie at all levels
was high with some great
games in the senier county
champicnship as Milford
miede & bid for five In a row,
and 13 clubs and one division
battled to knoeck them from
iheir perch. As the champlon-
ship got up and running we
had some greal pames with
teams giving bt thelr all to win
games and other hanging on
to just aboul get over the ke

The first round meeting be-
tween Inniscarra and 5t Ca-
therine's gave us a flavour of
what we coukifl expect as 51 Ca-

ptherine’s held on for a two-
poing win but on that evening
rlmking it Inpiscirea we Rnew
they had plenty left in the
tank. We were proved right as
thoy made it to the final and
',xlmwjm.- iremendous strength
and a will to win they were
crowned champions as they
encled Milford's redgn holding
on despite huge pressuro in
thirilling final.

When we 2at down Lo ana-
lvse the performances during
2016 sovoral names came to
light biit o the finizh three
sbooe] ouk and it ks from tlsese
three that our Keardens
Flaver of The Year will be
chosen. And as they say in the
Orscars, the nominees are.,

Inniscarra’s captain Joanmne
Casey hadl & great year as her
side tonk league and cham-
plonship onours, leading by
example the corner-forward
was the scourge of defonders
as she notches up vital scores
inm all of the dMid Cork teams
vutings and such was her in-
fluence an final day that she
was named Evening Echo
Flayer Of The Match,

St Catherine's Dpla Colter
has and conitinued (o be a
loader bath at clob and county
vl The mbdlelcer again de-
Hvered tarough the year as 5t
Catherine’s battled through &
campaign that saw them boest
ol ab sepnd-Mnal stmge bo Mil-
fiord but without a doubt Orla
was one of the game's stand
ort perforTers.

Rosle O'Mahony was vital
i the Innkscarea set-up as she
plaved with huge passkon and
drive. Lining out in the hoart
of their defence she deove for-
ward and atisclked and ployvor

i roving role turning defence

inte attack timoe ouwt of
|n|.|mber. A player in the
mould of Briege Corkery,
O°Mahony is a plaver who If
she conld commit would be
'hm:u =gt to Cork.

These are our thres oo
nees, bt who s the winner?

Join us an Reardens on
Tuesday filghit Tromn Tpm when
o1l will b pevenled.

The 5t Finbarr's camvogiie team that won Seanddn U175 silverware recently,

Golden moment
for young Barrs

THE Seandin division have been
busy in the last few weeks with
theirUi3AandBand U15Aand B
finals and recently Ballinlough the
home of the city division was a
beautiful setting as the division
hosted two great finals day.

In the U13 A final 5t Finbarr's with
Ella Wiggington-Barreit being named
Player of the Match as she was in
superh form they overcame Glen
Hovers to take the title jointly
captained by Eatie Lee and Clara
Grolilen,

Douglas were led by captaln Katie
Hartnett who helped them overcome
Bishopstown to take the U3 B title,

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

with Kalie Lee named Player of the
Matech. All four sides were compli-
mented on thelr efforts on a day n
the Seandin division were to be com-
plimentesd on the superh ofganising of
their fimals,

The fecus then shifted to the U15 fin-
ils and in the 015 A final between
Blackrock and 51 Finkarr's, the Barrs
came ot on top in a eontesi whera
Emma Olden, having played superbly.
wis named Player of the Match

Blackrock starfed strong with Arna
Lucey openlsg the scoring bat as the
game progressed 5t Finbarr's began o

gixin @ grip and three goals without
reply boosted the Bare's as they led
bead 5-7 to 0-2 at the interval.

Blackrock came out fighting in the
second half and showed great spirit
bt having laid & sclid foundation In
the opening half 8t Finbarr's hod done
enough to run owt 65 bo 34 winnors, 5t
F:i]'lhnﬂﬂ;'l: l:ztlpiain L{LIEE'E#;EHER ac-
cepis & troph er side from
Donnacha I]mdperr-:t.

Im the 15 B final, Bishosptown and
Glon Bovers came Face to face and [t
was Glen who ran out winners
with Emma Murphy named Flayer of
the Maich after a superb display.

Playing against the streng wind in
the opening half Ghin Hovers led at the
interval after an early Jennifer
Mackey goal and with Emma Murphy

adding to the tally they were in a pood
position as they teok to the fleld for the
second half, With their defonce strong
EI.'II!&I' held thehr Tines mhﬂm %I;n:

lﬂmﬁlwn ANY FONM W up fron
with- Emma Murphy and capiain
Cliona: Martin piling on the pressure
they rap out winners on a 5-7 10 1-1
seore Hne,

The U13 Shield was contested be-
twesen Bradn Dillon's and Ma Piarsaigh
and in & close encounter Brian Dilkens
ram out winners on a 1-1 fo 0-2 score
Hne with Ellen Erady named as the
Flayer of the Maich.

Seandon also fielded a team in the
Interdivisional biits hosted and orga-
nized by the Muskerry division where
thoey took on Musherry, Imokilly and
Avonedh,

Tina and Jan step down from juvenile camogie board

ATt the helm of the Cork Juvenile board, the long-
serving secretary, Tina Shechan, and vice-chair, Jan
Foster, Both steppesd down ak the board's anmen] con-
vention, an Wednesday evening, at the Bochestown
Park Hotel.

Tina Shechan, will take a break from the role, bat
will continue on the GRC, while Jan, who hasa
young family, is refiring from the administrative
i

e
Both will be a hoge boss to a board that oversaw sll
nmdermee nctivitios in Cork camogie, from the highly
sipecessiil U8 Go Games right up to e Champlm.
ship and league competitions at 114 and 1716 af thres
grades, plus Ul championships, ensure the board
are going nonstep from late January to November,
and 1t 15 to thelr credlt that every competition was
completed by mid-Movembor this vear, thus ensur-
Inga break for montors amd ad'ﬂrﬂ:;fa
na Shenhan presented a detaibed secrotary's re-

CAMOGIE
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port that showed 63 clubs participated in underage
activities on thi pla:,.-in[f fields. The conveniion re-
port covered all levels of leagues and championzhips,
End aleo t'lt':ll:dr;ﬂmﬂ complement of afficors ami

PO to sepve for the year aheai, .

Outgolng chair, Mary OXSullivan, from the Brian
Diflan's club, conthsues i the role she fes held for
the lasi lwna"uﬂt‘:i:. while thie board clected o new vice
chalr, with Wayne Carrall, from 8t Finbarr's, taking
OVEr,

Tracey Sheehan, who for the last two years has
bean board treasurer, tukes aver as board secretary,
a role she previously flled with the senior board and

the experienced Sarsfield’s officinl brings huge ex.
perience to @ very Important pesition,

The board clected a new treasurer, with Sandra
Carcaran, from 51 Finbares, jolning the top table,
She §s anciher official who brings huge riEnce,
having served proviously as a delegate to the Cork
GAA board, for her home club of Enntskeane.

Limvta Egnn, from Sliabh Rua, takes over as FRO,
andl shé k& another new officor. Marts Dinan, Sars.
feld's, was re-elected as the children’s officor, while
Eileen Healy, from Aghabullogue, continnes in the
role of registrar.

The board’s genoral purposes committes, which
works hand in hand with the officers, iz a vital par
af underage activities and new faces foining Bil) ¥
O Sullivan, Bishopstown, and Gerard Corcoran, En.
niskeane, who wore both re-elected: includs Eaxi
Cork referee, William Wallacs, Tina (Boug-
las), and Bernard Aherne (Ballygarvan)
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At Glasheen Girls' Hational Schoal, School Avenue, Glasheen, Cork, ane m

embers of the winning Sciath na Scol camogie team, with the cup.

Irelond o EW

OMTHE MARCH: At the hundlufmthﬂﬂlmdﬂr!hndihru-]'eﬂmmrﬂip deal were, from left, Waterford hurler Austin Gleeson, former Cork camogi
Park, Littlewoods Ireland are a nwimmﬂmﬁﬂhlhihﬁaHkmwcmumml.'iheta.mglz Mﬁmmﬁwlﬂim

hurler Jackie Tyrrellin Croke
store has siqned 3 throe-year deal with the GAA which sees them become both the All-ireland SHC and Camogie National League sponsor until 2019. Picture: Stephen McCarthy



Munster honours McGrath and Mulcanhy

Cian Locke

John McGrath capped a stel-
lar breakthrough yoar in the
Tipperary senior sel-up by
winning the Hurler of the Year
awnrd in the 2006 Munster
Gah Awards, And Limerick’s
Miamhb Mulcahy has been e
warided for an ouistanding
sefson — in which she was the
second highest championship
soorer — by belng crowned
Camogie Player of the Year,
Lnsurprisingly. Ballyea's
malden Clacgand Munster
senior hardlpg ehamplonship
winis have beon' marked with

the Clubol thee Yesr prize.

They toak the Clare hurling
world by storm winning thoir
first seqbor title after & replay
ngalnst Clonlara.

And they continued thelr
good run in the Munster
campalgn with a thrilling win
over Thuries Sarsficlds aftor
axtra-time and then defeated
Glen Hovers in the Munsior
decidor,

Munster and All-Ireland
winners Jake Morris of Tip-
perary and David Clifford of
Kerry were recognised for
mindgr burding and football re-
speciively.

And the Handball award
wunt to Alshbing O Keoffe of
the Eall sindl GAud Hamd-
ball Club, who won two Sonkor
All Ireland titles and two Sen-
jor Munster tithes in 2016,

MeGrath, from the Lough-
more-Castleiney club, made
hls Mull champlonship dabat
for Tipperary in the Munster
quarier-Minal win over Cork,
scoring a point and comenting
hiz place in Michael Eyvan's
exciting forwarnd line.

He aleo scored a point in the
semi-finnl win over Limerick
and was al his explosive boesi
in the Munster final win over

Waterford, shooting 3-2 and
geooping the RTE Man of the
Match Award.

Munster GAA Chalrman
Jorry 0'Sullivan said:
would ke to congratulate
John, Niamh, Atshiing, and
Ballyeaon thelr well-deserved
awards following their out-
standing displays during 2016,
They have =i very high stan-

s of achisvemant in thelr
varted coniributions to the
Farily of Gaclie Games.™

The awards will be
presented on Situ night
al a gala dinner at the BEoches-
towen Park Haotel in Cork,

ennifer O'Lear

The voice of experience tackles the topics that matter

Rising stars offer Cork

John McGrath: Outstanding debut
season in championship hurli

ope

Eight-time All-Star oulines five reasons why Cork camogie can look forward to 2017

HERE we arc in December, Chrisi-
mias closing in fast and a mew year
full of fresh opportunitics is just
around the corner.,

It's a timee to reflect and alzo boak for-
ward, amd it will also be an important
winter for Cork camogie following All-
Irelansd defeats for both the senior and
intermediate teams, both to Kilkenny
last Oenober.

Having been in that position m the
past, | know all members of both Cork
pancts will be cxremely disappointed
with the way the year finished, with
bath teams laging aut to the Kilkenny
saronghobd,

Mo one remembers the hard-work-
ing team who reached the final and
host, bast you always remember those
willo were Victorious,

Howewer, sn chiser inspection, Cork
cimaghe has many reasons to be posl-
tive leading into the year alwad.

Young and new players: | thoughe
many of Cork’s younger pkayers had
an impressave leagee and champhon-
ship campaizn, most potably Amy
O'Connor from 5t Vincent's and Han-
nah Looney of Killeagh.

What these players have in abun-
dance is confidence and & strong will
to win, They stood up 1o the mork
when Cork needed them most and they
showed beadership at 19 and 20 years
of age. Amy O'Connor alse worked
hard to gain more muscle over the
past year os she recognised the meed
b be stronger and more enduring on
the field. She gave up playing soccer
at European level because of her love
for camogic — this commitment and
dedication is a great sign for the future,

Aanither plaver who | focl will havea
rode to play in the year ahead is Linda
Colling from Courcey Rovers. She lad
a phendameenil year for the Cork inter-
medinte team, sooring 1-5 in the final,
Shiz was the shining Heht of the team
el really stood out for me st full for-
warl, Lintda deserved her nomination
for Intermediate Player of the Year
alter o fantastic league and champi-
anship campaign and is now o prowd
recipient of an Intermedinne Soaring
Saar Award 2006,

I feel that these players will have a
Iisge pode 1o play in the years ahead for

sork camaogzie and we nesd more youth
o make the step up and realise that to
make it to the top, you necd w work
hard and sacrifice your time,

The Cork intermediate camogic

eam: Hoving just lost owt to Kilk-
.El:' a solitary point in the All-
final, the Cork imermediates
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One to watch: Cork's Amy 0'Connar, Inaction in the All-ireland semi-final win against Wexford

Ble, says elght-time All-Star and four-time All-Ireland winner Jennifer O'Leary.

should be proud of their achicvements.
Tlsey were beaten by a side that ook
their goals; as we all know, goals wins
fames, However, they can ook ahend
and believe that they are within touch-
irg distance to achicving their ulismate
foal = An Alklreland gitle, They will
taloe this into the year ahead,

There will be players from this weam
that should make the step up 1o the
senior side after their performances
kst year, Flayers like the already men-
tivped Linda Collins, Chboe Sigerson,
o midficlder from Killeagh, and Ra-
chel O%5hea shoukd gain confidence
afver their year and will hopefully push
themselves even harder to moke the
grade at senior A level, The step up
froam intermediate to senior ks very no-
ticeable with the spoed of ball coNming,
ot you, the intensiny i troining and thi
physlcaliny demanded af you,

Hunger: Every team necds motiva-
wioan to drive thenn on to the vear ahead,
The best type of hunger, | beleve, is

emistional hunger. It can't just be tha
Yol want towin a game of that you lewe
playing camogic, there s v be some-
thing in your kife that has inspired you
or spurred you on. [t has to make you
emotionally connected to the game
and it usually comes in the form of
some heartache or upset,

In 2014, my desire to play surfaced
from the fact that my mother was sick
with cancer, Knowing that camagie
could provide a rebease for my family,
and me as well, was so impartant. 1
also had a strong gut feeling that we
wwombil win teat year 5o the thought afa
pasitive [ift was inthe back of mymind,

The hunger needs to be both a per-
sonal and a collective team hunger in
order 1o get the very best gut of every
player. The losses from s yc;:r_'uﬂll
cause a stir in the hearts of the girls,
they will use this, but they will also
need 1o summon something clse from
witlin, and ['ve no doubit _dw_n' will,

The burden of three-in-n-row #o

longer exists: Ir's difficult to compre-
hend but when it comes 10 camogie
and tabks of theee-in-a-row, we don't
seem to cope very well with it. There
seems 1o samee form of mental block,
not in the form of thinkvg straight in
o very imporrant exam, but a blockage
that won't allow Cork teams to elevate
their performances to new heights
when it comes 10 the fnal.

The prospect of three-in-a-row docs
nothing for extra motivation. In fact,
you burn g0 much mental and physi-
cal energy just erasing it from your
memaory that it just exhasss you, In
the year ahend, Cork won't have 1o
worry about the dreaded curse thar is
synonymsoaes with the theec-in-a-row.

Another year, another opportu-
mity: With any new vear, brand new
oppoTIuRitics are presented 0 teams
around the country. Cork will be try-
ing 1o pounce on tese as they present
themselves.

There are plvers who may make

: is quickly emerging as aforce in Cork camc

a return i the Cork set-up, Playe
like Julia White who was injured |:
seazon will hopefully make a rens
as she was one of the most influent
Cork players in 2015, Her return w
b a major boost o Cark,

Also, Kilkenny will now have to de
with the pressure and expectations
rﬁminingﬂh‘:‘r AlkIreland crowns. C
they cope with all this responsibilis
The hardest All-Ireland 1o win is 1
one following a victorious vear. N
that Kilkenny have broken their jo
ﬂhﬂ:l.ﬂl.'.l'.‘ from the victory booke. it w
be interesting o see how their s
will be told this time next year,

A brand mew vear brings differe
Players, different injuries, differe
Circumstances and it is never plain sz
INE. N ntter what team vou gre, Cr
need to ook ahead ang soige EVEDY ¢
portunity they can to the hesy of th
nbiE:y-Tqu:hau:bc—en'uruthhmﬁ
before and have some back strong
than ever, Positivity is key,



looks to
recrutnew
referees
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WHISTLESFEILE A new initi-
ative launched recently by the
camogle Association is aiming
to recrutt new referses.

The new Initiative i= called
"WhistledFeile™ and one
which is hoping to recroit new
referees from all counties who
willl efficlate af MNational Feils
Ma MGael Felle Ma NGael the
natiorial UTd esmpetition and
will take place in Kilkenny,
Carlow and Wexford from
June 16-18, 3017, |

The WhistledFeile iz a pro-
gramme almed at increasing
the number of referess avail-
able to referee Camogie for the
Feile weekend:

With this in mind the Camo-
gie Assoclation recently
launched a new programmes
ailmed at members Who are
aged 1B or over and are al-
ready reglatersd members of
camogie clubs.

The programme is open to
male and female members and
no previcus referceing experi-
ence is needed.

Asg part of the programme
the camogie asseciation will
provided a referes training
course frée of charge, access
to a roferee mentor who will
help and guide the new ref
through thelr paces.

The new recruits will also
be given practical pre refer-
eeing expericnce pre Feile
thus ensuring they are well
versed and able to ref at Feile
Ma NGael level eome Jun.

Those who successfully
complete the course will re-
ceive o camogie referes certifi-
cate and gear and i they wish
they will be added to their
countes referee list if they
wizh to continue referceing
within thelr own county.

The WhistledFeile is just
one of the many new fﬂﬂﬁﬂ
initiatives introduced under
the guldance of Caroline Mur-
ray Project and Initiatives Co-
oridinator of the Association.

Anybody Interested in the
“WhistledFeile" can contact
Caroline at 0871251269 or by
email to caroline murrayoca-
moghe.ie.

Meanwhile, the 2007 Cairde
Camogie Season ticket which
provides access to all rounds
of the 2017 Liberty Insurance
All-Treland Camogie Cham-
plonships and the triple
header All-Treland Finals on
Soptember 10th in Croke Park
is now on sale,

The season ticket is priced
at €45, however if you purcase
yvour ticket before Decamber
31 vou can avail of a dis-
counted price of just €40, In
addition, 20% of each ticket
sale goes directly to a County
Camogie Board, Caipde Camo-
jele represents excellent value
over the course of the Liberiy
Jnstirance All-lreland Cham-
pionship,

Buy yveur Cairde Camogie
Ticket online at Tickets.io by
ffollowing the link: Caidre Ca-
mogie 2017 Calpde Camogie
) also be

Al
{rom ira and
SWMM-MHHE
paa.dertickets/ where-to-buy/

Glen Rovers, Seandun, under 158 Winners,

Camogie gets a

new sponsor

AS the on field activities
concluded, thoughts turn very
much to off the field activities and
a big boost for camogie was an-
nounced last Tuesday as online
retailer Littlewoods Ireland was
unveiled as a new top tier partner
of both the Camogie Association
and the GAA.

The fashion, electrical and home
wares retailer has slgned a thres-year
deal with the GAA which will sees
them become both the Camogie
Mational League and the GAA Horling
All-Ireland Sentor Champlonship
sponsor until 2019,

B Mary Newman

The company has also sigmed 0p two
style ambassadors, with former Cork
player Anna Geary and retired nine-
time All-Ireland winner Jackie Tyroll
from Kilkenny.

Bath took part in a ¥ by Very Winter
fashion shoot at Lough Dan in County
Wicklow which was unveiled at the
launch in Croke Park. Also in attend-
ance was Waterford's Austin Gleeson
as the donble-hurler of the vear was
also unvelled as part of the Littlewoeads
[reland GAA team for 2017,

Littlewoods Ireland has won a
number of nattonal and international

marketing awards this vear and the
company says it plans b0 bring its ex-
pertise to bear as part of an “inno-
vative sponsorship campaign with a
strong digital focus”.

Littlewoods Ireland MD, Geolff
Scully, said: "We are delighted to be
announcing our new partnership with
both the GAA and the Camogie Assodl-
ation.”

Speaking at the lnunch, president of
the Camogie Association, Cathering
Meary said: “We in the Camogie As-
sociation are delighted to pariner
with Littlewoads Ireland as the new
sponsors of our National League, The
popularity of camogie continies o
grow and it is an exciting prospect for
s to be associated with Ireland’s lead-
ing online department store.™

MNeary =aid the deal marked the frse
oocasion that the Natonal League has
had & title sponsor. “The Camogio As-
sockathon is delighted that this national
competition will recoive a greater pro.
fibe s a resault of this partnership, [ am
wery much looking forward to the start
of the Littlewoods Ireland Camogie
Leagues in February and it promises
to be another exciting year of top
giklity intercounty Camogle.”

Uachtaran Cumann Lithchleas
Gacl Aogan O Fearghall commented: =
I ook forward to the snpport they will
offer us in the promoetion of the games
in the months and indeed vears
afimd,” ]

The Camogie Assoclation alse con-
firmed that Liberiy Insurance will re-
main on &8 Champéonship sponsars,

Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal put in big effort to win

Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal (Blarney)

1-8

COLLEGES INTERMEDIATE CHAMPIOMSHIP

Both added fo thelr tally with polnis but the Seail

Mhuire Gan Smal defence was superb with Alsling

Maria Immaculate Community Coll
[Dunmanway) 1-6

JUST two points separated the sides after.a highly
antertaining contest where Scoll Mhuire Gan Smal
Blarney had to dig deep and call on all their re-
sources 1o shake off a determined Maria Immaculate
Community College Dunmanway shile before captur-
ing the Cork Colleges Intermediate champlonship in
difficult conditlons in Kilmurray recently.

The foundations for victory were sel in thi apon-
ing half as the Scoll Mhuire Gan Smal girls started
the game well and settling into the contest they
struck five points without replay with Orla Cremin
notching up two and Emma Murphy. Fiona Bourke
and Sadbh MeCarthy all on the score sheet inside the

apening quarier.

n Mary Newman

Maria Immaculate Community College setiled
into the game and replied with three points on the
trot to cut the deflcit, but rallving Seoll Mhuire Gan
Smal replicd an Eabha O0°'Donovan point.

With the Dunmanway College applying huge
I:geamu-u, Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal had to be a1 thedr

af

However, with Eve Mullins and Emer O Reilly
wining a lot of midfleld possession, and their defence
clesing down the Dunmanway attack they held their
limes ame at the break they lod 0-6 o 6-3.

Maria Immaculate Community College started the
second halfl in determined fashion and again applied
huge pressure, and with play swinging from end to
o, bath sides were working haed.

Buckley, Niamh Twomey and Emily Buckley fo the
fore as they stood tall under sovere pressure, clear-
ing their lines as Dunmanway searched for a RO,
goalkesper Meghan Holland was called on to make
several saves. and as the half progressed Dunman-
way grabbed a goal.

With the sides level 0-7 to 1-4, the e was thape for
the taking,

Oria Cremin grabbed 1.1 as the game entered the
last quarber.

Huge Dunmanway pressure for the closing ten
|l1|n1lll.:!§ saw Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal defond with
everything they had but with Karen O Farrell. Agife
Cronin and Jen Murphy. working hared they held
thedr lines and thelr two point lead to lh&i'nrl time

whistle to be crowned champlons am
of jublkation P Il great soenes



Manster GAA Awards: Back row (Jeft to right), David Nugent, Jake Marris, Michael Ryan, John Guane, David ifford, Jamsie Lee and Michael Hurley, Front row [left ;

photo: John MoGrath, Austin Gleeson, Rena Buckléy and Paul Geaney.
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2076 saw yet another action-packed year of camogie action
with some ald and new Faces lifting the all-impartant pieces of
silverwaro.

A thrilling Liberty Insurance All-ireland Championship culminated
with Killkenny ending their 22 -yearwait For a senior title to win the
'Duffy Cup on an historic day which also saw their Intermediate
team complete an incredible double, defeating Cark in both finals.
The Premier Junior Anal saw Carlow collect the hanours aith a victary
on their Croke Park debut against Armagh on what was a great day's
action in front of a bumper croved of aver 20,000 in Croke Park.

The Cats also claimed the Irish Daily Star National League Division 1
crown in May with victory over Galway in the final in Sermple Stadium,
whilst Meath won the Division 2 title and Armagh took home the
Diwishon 3 hanours.

In Mareh, Milford of Cork claimed a third A8 All-Ireland Senior Club
Championship title in Four years defeating Killimor of Galway in the
hnal, while in the iIntérmediate decider, Cahir of Tipperary won their
very first All-lreland title seeing off Eyrecourt of Galway,

2017 premises to be yet anather great yvear for the
Camagie Assocation.

Esther O'Leary, Munster Colleges Camogie, presents the trophy Lo

Hazelwood l:'{lhgt upuh'?l:liuﬂml after Hazelwood defeated
Scartff Community College 1:7 to 1-5 in the Munster Senior B Camagie
final in Dremeollogher on Saturday, Picture: Friss 22

« Dt Chlload {Harry) = Mirsdy
Foaiball, HNigmh Mulcaky
[Limerick) = Ca . Resa Buchiny
[Cark} - Ladias FoolBall, Alakling
O'Koafte (Cork] = HanoBa, Ballyes
(G - Club, John MoGradt [Tippos-
mryl = Sonlor Huatling, Paul Goeanay

Jerry O'Sullivan (Munster GAR chairman), Aisling 0'Keeffe, Liam Lenian (Munster GAA vice-chairman), Charlie McCarthy. Missing from




Start of
U14swas
a highlight
of the year

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

A TOTAL of 63 clubs entered
the warious competitions
umnder the ausplees of the Ju-
venile Board.

And one of the biggest high-
iights was the intreduction of
a new champlonship at D14
Tewed,

Chibs wore well eatered for,

with the U712 League at three:

lewels A, B and C. and 114 and
U116 League in three grades
alsn, 5

Champilonships at U4 and
U6 A, Band Cmade for a hec-
tic year.

Ax the vear draws to o close,
we take 4 look back at some of
the highlights at 114 levels
that canght the eye n 2016

For the first tme, the Féile
nia nGael was ron under the
auspices of the Juvenile
Boand

Three divisions saw 16
teams compete in Division 1.
12 teams confest Division 2
and 17 teams hattle it ot in
Divizion 3.

The DMvision 1 final was be-
fwesn Sarsfields and Balling.
ra, and in a totally thrilling
contest Sarsfields cime out on
top.

Sarsfields then weni onto
play Thomastown in the
MNational Féile All-Ireland
final and did Cork proud by
taking the title of Péile na Gael
All-Ireland title, a great
achievement. Well done to

Thiz Division 2 final was
contested beiwoen Killeagh
and Ballygarvan with Ballyg-
arvan running out the
Winmers.

Ballinascarthy and Memao
Rangers made it to the Divi-

sion 3 final with Ballinas-

carthy winnlng out.

Tha Uld champlonship was
cagerly conbested and in the A
final Ballinora reversed the
restilt of the Féile final as they
were crowned winners and in
the process became the first
winners of the Ul4 A cham-
plonship trophy dedicated bo
the memory of the late Peter
Downey.

Peter's wifi: Geraldine pres-
anted fhe toophy with the ex-
tended family present on a
lawaly day in Ballinlough.

The Ul4 B final was a thril-
ling contest whire Ballinas.
carthy overcame Youghal to
running out winners. In the
Li14 € final betwesn Kilbree v
Cobh Kilhree were too strong
for & Cobh side that battle to
the emal:

The 14 A league was a re-

tof A Féile final with Sars-
teld’s and Ballinora again
facing each other and if was
Ballinora that ran out
winners on a day when they
worked so hard to achieve
thelr aim.

Ma Piarsalgh and Killeagh
it in the Under 14 B league
finnl whets Na Piarsaigh took
the Hiles,

The 1714 C Ninal was a thril-
ling game which saw Rockbéin
hold on to win out and be

R
Allin all an action packed
seasan of Ul4 activities,

Blackrock Camosgie Chub during their recent visit to Lord Mayor Clir Des Cahill.

Blackrock girls pay

a visit to City Hall

BLACKROCK Camogie Club cel-

ebrated a superb year when they
recently paid a visit to the City
Hall, where their victorious inter-
mediate team were honoured by
Lord Mayor Des Cahill with a re-
ception to mark their fantastic
achievements. *

‘The club made it a never-to-be-for-
gotten season as they annexed the
leagiee and championship titles and, in
the process, bridged a gap of 34 years
since they wera last playing at senlor B
grade.

The team, their mentors, and repra-
spntatives from the various club com-

] Ell’r EIWI"I‘LII'I-

milttees were warmly weleomed to tha
Lord Mayor's chambers where
fribasties were paid to the club an their
successiul vear. The Lord Mayor is a
huge supporter of all sports and was
thrilled to see the tifles return o his
hiomee parish.

Eugene Grimley, chairman of Black-
rock Camogle, thanked the Lord
Maver for his invite and he paid
tribute to the hard-warking players
and mentors whe made the year sucha
special one for the club,

On the night, tales of rigorous train-

ing seszlons and tough battles on and
off the field were spoken of and it is
with a great sense of pride that the club
will be compoting at senfor B level in
2017 for the first time in 34 years,

This victory has had a huge impac
on camogie in the parish.and the
numbers at underage have been in-
creasing steadfly for a number of
years. They dare felding teams from Us
up to U6, minor, and adult fevels.

More and more young girls are inter-
ested in getting invalved and for the
vast majority of these gicks whe 11y G-
mogle, they come to training and they
stay and join the club who hive no-
ticed that it is the friendships they
make that keeps them coming back.

The club are lucky when |t comes to

volunteers and committes. Each vear,
more and more parentz and copches
are getting Involved and the club is
going from sirength to strongth.

The support the camogie section
gets from Blackrock Hurling Club and
lncal husinesses has only epncouraged
the club to bawild for the futnee and thiey
arelooking ahead (o 2007 with renowed
enthusiasm as Loulse Weldon ax-
plained.

“We are in a fortunate position that

wie hiave good people around us and
huge potential, We are looking forward
o the challenges ahead in 2007.”
- Cortainly, given the performances
in 2016, the club s well equipped for
the challenge: participating i the sen-
for B grace,

Get your submission in for Camogie Media Awards

SUBMISSIOMS are invited for the Camaogie Assoc-
ation Media Awards which will be presented in con-
junction with the Camogle Association Volunteer
Awards on Saturday, Febrary 4. -

The Volunbeer of the Year is chozen in each county
and will receive a presentation and invitation toa
lunch in Croke Park with the volunteers from each
pounty an All-Treland club final day.

Cluhs are Invited to nominate somebody whao they
think is deserving of the honour, Submissions can be
forwarded to the Cork Camogie Board at secre-
tary.corkcamogie. .

']""h.;: Associption Media Awards will also be s0-
locted shortly and club and counties are invited to
gand in submissions for these awands,

Among the categories for the counties is FRO of
the Year. The winner will be selected based on con-
sistent output of work; an ability to utilise print,
radio, and social media to promote camogle;, presen-

CAMOGIE
 Mary Newman

tation in terms of publications, such as mateh pro-
grammes; and level of effort and innovation to rakse
the profile of the game.

atch programmes: Submisshons will be judged
on the accurscy of Information, presantation, and
ky-oud, correct brivmding, photography, and overall
contoni. _

Lacal media (radio and prinit: Submissions will be
judged on the accuracy. consistency, quality, and
variety of coverage, match reporting, interviews, lve
updates for games and events, the impact, colour and
appeal of pieces, locally and nationally as well as the
presentation of the contenit. Here, samples of work
must include details on the relevant events covered,

Digital promotion: Based on the consistency, regu-

lar updates and innovative use of digital media (so-
cial media, webslte, online videos, photography,
marketing campalgns ¢ic,

Best media Innovation: Submissions will be hased
on sutstanding contributions to the promotion of c-
mogie by journalists, clubs or countics who have
ponsered an inmovative campaign, published an ex.
coptional artiche ete. Samples of work can be across
mi]:IEr ]:I'Jnlpui- digital media,

wtography: The submizssions will be fudesd o
J‘Lll']'f':f:t'lf'll’i’-H'W;m?ﬂﬂ-!{mﬁllmlmﬂinn i {hniamu-!
AES0C I, contexl, composition, and the epotiong
appeal of the |:Il1.-|_r|u. Two samples of work only unE
riquired. Submissions are invited from amater
photographers anly.

Samples of work for all categorics must be posied
to the Camogle Association, Croke Park, Jones Road,
Dublin 3 and inclede a cover note detailing the m.'
tent Included, by no later than Friday, January 13.



B A winner of 17 All-reland football and camogie medals, Briege is happiest in the

i =T thick of work on the farm
Briege Corkery, at
> —
ease on both playing L
® W B |
and farming fields T
—
Xk actne @@ \When it comes to playing matches | like to stick to L
Setambar morawiany - routine. It keeps me grounded. Milking cows on the
i Crosatonm. Socork. MOMNiNg of @ match makes it feel like any other day, —

Jut alas Briege was nowhers
o be found. AR leasy, that is,
wewhere in the vicinity of the
WS,

And =0, bracing myself for
hie elemaents, 1 headed up to
he yard, seoking the 17-time
All-Ireland winning football
itidl camaogle slar and, surs
naugh, I seon find her ap to
1er armpits in work. In ofl
iking, drying off cows, and
penorally in the thick of it

Brimeo is an owtdoar ghrl: it's
ahore she is happiest,

“Yoah, we're dryving off
same Cows right now alright.”™
Hriege says. "It's qulckly be-
SOming & quleter time of the
e

And It ceriainly 1= 8 guister
Himie for a gird who =pent her
snummer playing a full-time
robe on the pitch and alzo in
the milking of & S40:.cow heril.

With many dalry herds sx.
panding to extrsordinary le-
virls simee ihe collapse of the
milk quots wall, milk produc-
thon parinerships have be-
come very papiilar. Briege
Atiel her hushand Diacasuid
Seanmnall are volved in such
o clary parinership enerprise
with Crookstown-based dadry
Firmer, Michmsol Batengan.

A Si-unit hierrindggbeine milk-
fng pariour delivers the goods
from the Jersoy-oross Cows,
it the milk supplied to
Tiai |':|.'|_lr|'ll:| Co-LIge

e share R pl'l.IﬂI:Il.'|!I|II
costs and get a paErcETlRAgo
of thi milk clhegis It simply
mEANS mort r'-"-‘|""""ﬂ"|'1“:'.
around the yard aid encoir
e yoL o wWork harder. ITsa
Sarinership that is working
el fiar ol of uson this farm,

-] e By S
mll-:u!-mr,.e Began er working

e @ SO AR
slll'l‘itﬂ.l:h myrviEr one for LITE “'1.:
{1 joh, ms yol kgt gwess
= LS with m lnngh

if have always lovaed the
outitoors and 1 enjoyed my
time with Kleran Lahone a8 a
s masen, but unforio
;'|i'-|l'|'¢' duies b thie diwniir ko
the peonomy 8 fow yesn iga, |
famed ey Dy 1 Itk il

Al frem the hmerirmaer and

Pt T E————— T PO W

and then heading off to the match is no problem as far
as I'm concermnedey®

d, Ly
Briege Corkery and Hemandez the dog with her husband Diarmuid

Scannell (second from right), who are share milkers on the farm, with
farm workers Aibeen Corkery [(Briege's niece), Ambrose Kenneaily, and
Michael Bateman, swner of the farm near Crookstown, Co Cork,

farm in Crookstown toget into
shurod milking Diarmubd and
i decided to go for 11

B0 now she finds hersell
back on o farm, familiar
gronnd really for a lady who
grow up o o dnkcy farm just
a few miles from Macraom
Prigge 12 the setond voungest
ol 8 family of 10— her brother
Sean now runs the family
airm.

“When | was younger 1
4||'._|_';|_:|'1'. loved farming.
Any chanee | got | would ba
outskde helping my father and
benthiers, 1 have abways lked
working with animals, and
driving the fractor, when 1 gol
the e X

Laika MY i Fri families
growing up, weall had o
ohores todo, @lrls were mostky
kopd inside, bt 1'd wolld al
ways b looking o ghipladdle
iRl

davdl whimi in Bpr vioW ik

Ficture: Dends Minihane

“Yes, through farm meet-
ings and dizcuszion group
gatherings you will see more
-3"3”‘ MAPE Women .'lt‘l{l]ll'“l'l_g_
ani this ks great, But | think
really, i you want to gel in.
volved in farming, whether
VoOu'rE & I Or & woimdamn, fust
do it Don't mnke n hig deal

about it, just do it and give it
100%. At the enc of the diy, IS
what makes you happy that s
the most importast thing. ™

I read a report during the
summer which claimed that
Briege had no dlf‘l"!itllll}' in
milking the 340 cows before
hemding off to play a maich. |
asked her about this. Was it
true or was it the cavings of
mad journakist?

=When it comes to playing
matches I lke to stick to rog-
tine,” Briege says. "It keeps
me grounded. Milking cows
on the morning of a match
makes it fecl like any other
day, and then heading off to
ihve match is no probiem as far
as I'm concermed.”

And looking bevond the
parlour, Indeed looking
beyond the playing fields, 1
agk mbout the future. Has she
done any thinking about life
after sport, perhaps going into
the bar or pub business like
many more sparting heroaes
dowmn through the yearsT

=My sister Catherine and
her hustand Jasem mm & pub,
and from time 1o fime, I've
done bar work, | onjoyed i,
But 1 -alzso enjoy sitiing an the
cther side of the counter

“At the moment with work
and sport commitments, it's a
non runner. Perhaps some-
tme knthe Seture, But for now
I'm very happy where | am.™

Deep hatred of losing is All Ireland winner's

*Germrd promoted Inotball

sh b win, 1S mora the hatied  mnd camaogio ab our natiani

sohaal ewen ih i wenan's

B-rlaan tells b whimn @ wary big achaol, Rushnen
ELT LR

8t the tima had aboid 30
puptis

B,
| witd in Tirsl class and
wore ahort o player lor tho

And hoi love ol sport  Sclath nd Segl 5o 'he askod

v it home with e Talhod

T couid | plyy Samoghe wah
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I'mat hoe-al ‘Macsoom Man
an Saiurdny doing n spot of ca-
labrity nuctisnoaring, nnd
’E:::fﬁl' il “ﬁﬂﬁmmm
[ chinrity [l eli P
She wad on hand 1o sedl cattls
donated by finmers inaid of

Ternphe Streat Children’s Hosps-
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m a3 ghe does in Crowg
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bethor than many well sessonod
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ol Corkladies foatball and camogie star Briege Corkery and her husband
Diarmuid Scannell at the milking parlowr on the dairy farm near

Pacture: Demls Mindhan

secret to success

l--

 Crookstown, Co Cork,

“a



Dairy is the
day job for

ladies GAA star
Briege Corkery
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NO QUARTER; Acife Donoghue of Galway pulls hard but Kilkenny's Meighan Farrell ain't giving an
inch during the Liberty Insurance Senior Camogie Championship semi-final at Semple Stadium in
Thurles. Picture: Ray McManis, Spertsfile




Inniscarra tops
ilford’
nance ends

a%
do

From the outset of this year's
camogie championship Milford
were favourites to retain the
Cork championship and achieve
fivee in a row of senior titles.

Genarally, many clubs felt that (f
jalilford’s dominance was to he
unseated it would have to be in the
jearly stages of the champienship as
they get stronger as the season
progTesses.

Innlscarra was the name occasion.

pally thrown cut there as the team
capahble of causing an wpsot bat two
(things made that & slim posalbility
last July. Firstly, Milford and
Innisearra woren™t paired fo meet in
the earlier rounds and Inniscarcn
lost thelr opening champlonship
game to St Catherines 1-16 o 2-12
Thrwe months later Innizcarra were
Cark camogie champions for the
second time in thelr elub's histary,

On July 24 Inniscarra just fell
short I & tight contest whore 5S4
Catherine's finished sirongest to
overcome their challenge. A Laura
Hayves poal gave 1. Catherines a goual
lead at the break, 1-6 to 0-8. Two
poinis separated the 2ides 12 minubes
into second-half when Jopnne Casey
puslied Inniscarra ahead with a
sup-:-rb goal. 51 Catherines" gained
pariiy and then went four ahead.
Desplte Joanng Casey dispatehing a
penElly o the e 80 wiss oo lafe to
affect the onlcome as 5 Catherines
had done enotigh

Scorers [or Inniscarrca: J
Cnsey Z-8 (1-0p, 0-37, 0-1°45), N
McCarthy, K O'Mahony 0-2 each, R
Buckley, T MoCarthy -1 each.

A flawless display saw Inniscarra
recover from their opening defeat
with a powerful display against
Ballinhaszig. From the throw in they
wore firing on all cylinders with
cormer-forward Joanne Casey ending
up with a tally 3-13.

Miamh Me McCarthy, Rebecca
Keane, Treasa Mo MeCarthy and
Erin Looney all pot on the score shoot
and Renma Buckley and Acife
Kavanagh were in control at
midfield. This dizplay pushed
Inniscarra into the ‘serious

bcontenders® bracket.

Scorers: J Casey 3-13 (605), N
MeMeCarthy 22, R Keane 03, T
Me MeCarthy 0-2, E Lodney 0-1.

In wet, slippery conditions
Inniscarra advanced to the guartor

.!'Ih.'ll of the SE Svslems Senlor A
championship., They found it
pdifficult to find thedr flow however,
"as defensively Ballvearvan did well,
swarming any attack and curtailing

Linda Mellerick presents the Player of the Match to Inniscarra’s Joanne Casey after their vict .
Senior A Camogle Final at CIT Sports Grounds, Cork, i i wictory over in County

the threat of Joeanne Casey. With
Adleen Sheehan excellent at lelt half
back amd Erin Looney tremendous
Tor the hour arowmsd the middle of the
rk Innkscarra led 0-7 to 0-3 at the
rak; Loonoy getting three.
Inniscarra lead by four with 10
minutes left and Ballygarvan's
challenge was over two minutes later
when Casey tapped over the line
after good work by Miamh MeCarthy

Scorers: J Cazey 1-800-7L 0-1 450, E
Looney 03, R Keane, BN McCarthy 0-1
ocach.

_In their quarter final against
Coureey Rovers Inniscarr laid the
foundations for victory in the
opening half plaving against the
wind, Full-forward Niamh
MchMeCarihy proved the st player
A sho netted all her sides’ five goals.

Seorers: N MeMceCarthy 50, J

Ficture; lim {oughlan,

Casey 0=7 (0:5F, 0=1 45), B Keane, A
Sheehan 01 sach.

Ten minutes into the second-half
Innizcarra trailed by a point'in the
first of a s=emi-final double eader in
Castle Road. But they struck 24 in
the remaining 20 and held Douglas
scoreless to ond up nine point
victors. It was all Innisearra ot the
oitset. Miamh McoCarthy. sitfing on
the edpe of the square, struck 1-1.10-

Inniscarra’s Joanne Casey
the win against Milford.

and Liz Hayes after
Plcture: lim I:DUI;IHJH

1
nniscarTa’s path |
First Round:; 5t. Cather:
ines 1-16 Inniscarra 2-12.

Losers round: Inniscar
ra 5-21 Ballinhasslg 14
I Seeond round: Inniscar-
ra 1-14 Ballygarvan §-9
Guarter final; Courcey
Rovers 1-8 Inniscarra  5-9.

Semi-final: Inniscarra
312 Douglas 1-5

Final: Inniscarra 4-10
Milford 2-13.

slde a minute and Jfoanne Casey lit
owver three, two from [Fees, (o glve
Inniscarea a six-polnt bead.

Eut it became the Katrina Mackey
show for the second quarter, The
pendulum swing in Douglas's favour
amd they galned a grip an the game,
Just a point separated the zides at the
shart whisthe, 1-7 t00-5,

Muackey poaled after half time to
give Douglas the lead for the Mrese
time since the third minute
They failed to score again.

Mary Buckley was excellent at
rlght corner back for InniscariE,
Ailleen Sheehan moved over an
Mackey and Aoife Kavanagh and
Rena Buckley started to get control
of midfield, Erin Looney and Mags
Cosgrave worked their socks off,
with Joanne Casey and Niamh
MeCarthy constant tormeniors and
Inniscarea took ofl

Fifty-two minuies n Joanne
netted a penalty. The nail was
hammered in with a minuie of
normil time remaining when
Cazey's high delivery was caught
brilliantly by MeCarthy and she
turned to hand pass to the ned.

Scorers: M McCarthy 3-1, J Casey

1=5 (10, O=df), B Bucklow 022 (0:-10, T
McCarthy -2, K Keane, E Looney 0-]
each.

Cork Camogie had new senior
champlons after a Ell;l]ﬁﬂl:l:l'lg final in
CIT grounds in & gripping encounter
in firont of & packed stand. The gamo
was the best seon in soveral yvears
and finll eredit to bodh Inniscarra and
Milford for that.

Level six times. it was &6 (o 2.12
with 10 minutes of normal time
remaining but four cxeellent poines
from Joanne Casey (33, who finished
the game with 2-8, and Miamh
MeCarthy, closed the game out for
Inniscarra and after giving a display
of passion, intensity and confidence
It woas o more than they deserved
Innizscarra had that something
special om the nbght. 18 was o top-class
performiuice from start be fnish and
thoy are worthy o

Scorers: J Case
MeCarthoyr 1-1. M M

TR -EN. T
¥i-L

Ex=camogie PRO reveals abusive text messages

Peter O'Connell

Briud MeMamara, who steppod
down as public relations of-
ficer of Clare camogie af the
board AGM on December 5,
has revealed that she was the
subject of abusive asd explici
foxt messnges curing her tme
In thie post;

She said many of the mess-
LCE WiEre too bo to detail
but admitted that some were

critleal of the level of medin
coverage of camogie in Clurg
— suggesting that there was
oo much.

The last message was seni
on the weekend of Mavembor
a7, whon Scariff-Oponnelbos
coftestid an All-Ireiand fun-
o camagic finnl.

I was vary shocked at the
first couple and af the natores
of soma of them. which were
eXpbeiL” &aad MoeNamarn

T _l WA ﬁ:mnlr_- ],|_|'|1‘| EI:““-IE-
Journalism is regarded as
being male. Suggestions wers
being made as regards what
favalirs were given io garner
the covirape.

SThi questions 1'd ke
ask are: "What di iy 5
solf i the GAAT Are you an
armehalr supporter or do you
gt uu}}hem and do some-
thing?'™ MeMumara told The
Clare Champhar.

:;.;_E-J‘]r fi
IEtory,
Yol do vour- "'-'rEmen wore

Women in Clare ar

SThe texts are Comiing
g from
4 fow individuals, Yo can
laugh them off buf jt js disap-
Eum;llnlg to see thal, This §s
2016, [t's the centonary of a
ne moment in oue

i0 the fore
he Rising,
) i © Coming o
the fore in sport amgd that |}:-n.-
are archalc, Neanderthal
opindons and peoplo ohjecting

back in 1916 in

Ruan womin.

during

to coverage of women in sport
is disappointing.” said the

Many af the metsages sug-
gested thal camogie was pes
ceiving local medin coverage
in Clare at the expense of

] -

Medamara, who served as

PRO for six vears, said she re-

coived practical and consist-

ant 3uﬁpurt from the GAA
er time in the post.

“The support from Cls
f Filyh
GAA that 1 and Clare r;l,n-_.:m:.
have recedved 15 2uperh, | ean
ROk spaak hzm:-.:.'e:un:gh of Sl
Lrl::;mﬁr_ Sedn l:'.'-'l'-Tai.!m'--u'-,-
an{- ; LEF b
T om Sheehan in Bapd i
"I'I ever mang
: ng them for ad
Moo, they were always rhe-tl-lc'
There i3 a pood relaticnshp
betwian the b iomz
but then voy Eet this iripe
CUINE 1N of text mesEnges ©



Mallow,
Condo
wellin
Senior B

m Mary Newman

The 5 E Svstems Senior B
camogie ehampionzhip iz a
competithon that never fails to
generate excitement and the
2016 competition didn’t fail to
followers busy.

There were many twists
and tarns in the roumd-robin
section games with the event-
ual finalizts Mallow and
Valley Rovers both losing
games abong the way,

Al the start of the season
inany favonred Brian Dillon’s
to Lift the crown but they lost
out o Valley Rovers at sem)
final stage in a game where
the winners led from start to
finish and were full value for
their four-palnt viciory.

Eire Dg were another name
on a lot of lips but Mallow
worked hard to get over them
in their semi and they were
happy o come away with a
goal bo gpare to set up a final
meoting with Valley Rovers.

Both sides had over the
vears failed to B the crown
despite a lot of attempts.
Valleys fiell at the final hundle
Jon & occasions at Malkow
having lost out in the final of
2015 1o Sarsfickd's had a point
o prove this time;

In an exciting final a first-
half goal three minubes into
injury time helped edged
Mallow Intoa lead they held to
the full-time whizstle in a game
that want down Lo the wie,

A late Valley Rowves rally
saw them hit three wides in
added time as they pressed to
get something rom the game
but in the finish it was two
Kathleen O'Brien first-half
goals that gave Mallow the
cushion they needed when the
pressure came to help them

secure vichory.

Mallow had a lot of superb
performances on the day but
dofender Katie Healy was
superh a8 her side came under
huge pressure especially
through the clesing staged
when Mallow had to dig desp
to hold on. Such was her per-
formance that she was named
as Evening Echo Player of the
Match after a display in the
heart of defence.

A 30 1t's sondor status for
Mallow in 2017 and they and
their mentors will leok for
ward to another challenge
with confidenca.

The Sendor B league decider
drew a lot of interest as
neighbouring clubs Kilbrittan
! Timoleague and Clonakilty
batiled it out at the pletur-
esgue Bandon venue in soar.
Ing temperatires. Despite the
heat both sides gave It every-
thing they had and in a classic
encounter it was Clonakilty
who hung on to take the tithe
but not before a huge Kilbrit-
tan/ Timoleague effort that
just saw them fall short as
Clonakilly ran out winners
with four points to gpare.

As wi loak ahesd (o cham:-
jplonship and league 2017,
Intermediate champions
[Blackrock will make the step
ﬁuﬂ the Senkor B ranks

will battle It out
for honours.

CORK are fortunate to have such a
wonderful underage set up and at
U16 level the competition was as
fierce as ever in 2016,

Eighteen teams participated in the U16
A leapgue: sixteen teams took to the
pitches in the U16 B league competi-
tions whilst fourteen teams contested
the under 16 C league. This is an age
group where a lot of players are in-
volved in exams but competitions got
off to an earky start and ran like clock-
work and & the sumener break it
was all systems go as we looked to-
wiards finals.

In the U16 A leagua final played in
Ballinlough it was an all Mid Cork
clagh with Inniscarra and Ballincolllg

Ciara Ring, Inniscarra was the player of the Match in the U16A League final.

Cork look set up

\

B Mary Newman

meecting and here |t was Inniscarra
who took the title with Ciara Ring aw-
arded the Flayer of the Match.

The U16B league final was part of a
doutde headed on the day of the A final
and Enniskeane defeated Fr O'Melll's
to be crowned champions as Kaitlin
i Donovan led the way with a plaver of
the match display. Buttevant with Mai-
pead Shinnick named player of the
game ook thell16 C title when they
proved tos strong for Castlelyons.

CHAMFIONSHIPS
With no back deor at under 16 cham-

pionship level it's very much all an the
night and as September dawned
thoughts tukned to championship ac-
tion. Sixteen teams went inte the hat ot
U116 A level.

Twelve teams competed for the U6
B cham ship crown twelve clubs
also battled it out for the U6 C title.

Courcey Hovers booked thelr place
in the U16 A final when they edged out
5t Catherine’s in high scoring contest

just two points separaling tho sides as
Courcey Rovers aotched up 511 to 5t
Catherine's 4-12. In the second seml
final Ballygarvian proved oo stromng for
Charleville.

In the B semi Mnals Eire Og got the
npper hand on Enniskeane and Dowg-
In= edged cut Brian Dillon's and in the
U16 C semi finals in a close contest just

for bright future

CAMOGIE

a point separated I}ullinh:lsslf and
Buttevant as Ballinhassig boaked their
place in the final on a 3-2 to 24 score
line. Clonakilty made it to the final as
they were foo strong for Castlelyons 4-
6 to 18 the full time seore here.

The A-and B finals were played in
superh conditions on Movember 13th
and in a thrilling A decider Ballygar-
van took thelr first ever title In tho
grade as they overcame Courcey
Rovers,

Eira Og held all the aces form the
throw in the B final as they overcime
Douglas with player of the match aw-
arded to Eire Opg's Nlamh Twomey
who notched up an Impressive 3-1 o
her sides tally. Ballinhassig wers too
strong for Clonakilty in the U6 C final
as Evelyn Collins impressed.

Interested in tutoring coaches? Now's your chance

Camogi

a minimum of five foundation courses within 12

THE continued call for coaching courses has put a
strain on the camogie association, Tutoring new
people to get invalved is a vital part of the game, as it
{2 here that new coaches, many of whom are parents,
et thedr first real taste of taking charge of a team.

To have coaches we must have tutors to deleiver
ihe courses, and with this in mind the Camoghe As-
gociation, as part of their Coach Education pro-
gramma will be holding & course on five weekends,
bsginning in February. The five weakenids will begin
an the weekend of February 4/5, and will EOT T On
the following weekends February £5/26, March 25/
o5, April 80 and the weckand session on Mlay 67

Applicants must be aged 23 and over by January 1,
2017 and tutors must be frée to attend all course
weskends

m“ﬁm t aecommodation on the Saturday night
only will be at the Camogie Association’s expenst.
The assoclation is asking all applicants to conslder

m Mary Newman

thelr availability to tutor on courses post completion
of the five woekends, as this is the main objective, o
have more qualified people available to coach. It is
vitally important for anybody considering doing a
tutor course that onee out there tutoring the delivery
time reguirements for tutors giving a foundation
course is olght hours this excludes bravel and prep-
aration time. To deliver a level 1 course 1s a 12-hour-
time requirement, and again this excludes travel and
preparation me, 8o those qualified must be pre-
paured for giving this time to delivering courses. The
majority of Camogie Coach Education courses lake
place in the evening time, or at weekends, and the as-
sociation is asking all applicants to nofe this before
applying. as each tutor, once qualified, must deliver

maasths of finishing the tuter conrse in May 2007,

A financial commitment must be made by each ap-
plicant on acceptance onto the course in advance of
particlpating in the course and this will be reim-
barsed to all qualified tutors once they fully comply
and attend each course weskend and on qualifying
deliver the i minimom of five foundation courses
within 12 months of finkshing the tulor course bn May
201 7. Onee these stipulations are met the reimburse-
ment will commence.

Each tutor who successfully completes the [ve
weekonds will recelve a recognised Coaching Irodand
Tuter gualification, Anybody interestel can apply
by complite a 2017 Coach Tutor Application Form
which is available on the national cam wiely sl
and relum application to yvonne. ogie. i
Only applications received by e-mall will be ac-

cepled.



Mullins on
song for
the Sars
mMinors

THE minor champlonships®
produced some splendid
irarmes i 2016

Two evenly matched sides
batthed it out for the SE Sys-
tems Minor A champlonship
title in Castle Road as the
halders Killeagh and 2014
champlons Sarafleld's went
head to head for the 2016

CIOWTL.

Litthe divided the sides all
through and it was lovel peg-
ging at the break, 1-3 to 6.

Hilleagh sattled qulckly into
the game with two early
scores and with the Sars at-
tack piling on the pressura
Kate Mary Cullinane had to be
at hor best in the Killeagh goal
1o deny them.

1t was all to play for in the
second halfl and Sars edped in
front with an early point firom
Clare Mullins.

Ten minutes inte the half,
Mullins then grabbed a goal.
Chlos Sigerson pointed two
frees (o keep the pressure on
jand with just two points be-
tween the sides the game was
(&I Ehere Do Clve DRICimE

Sars sireiched their lead to
three points, with Lucy O°'Gor-
man replying with a 45

Killeagh battled to hold
thiedr titke but Sarsfield’s hung
on with the Evening Echo
Plaver of the Maich going to
Mullins

MINOR B TITLE:

Desplte plaving against the
sirong wind in the opening
half of the SE Systems Minor
B champlonship Mnal, Carci-
galine made all the early ran-
ning in their showdown with
Rallincolkle.

Two polnis settled them inio
the game and converting m
free they went (-3 1o 0-1 ahead.

A Maolly Barrett goal aned &
Rachel O'Reganm point
stretehed the lead as Ballin-
cilllg were under ure,

Chloe O'Halloran amd
Miamh 0'Brien worked hard
ta gel Ballincolllig info the
game bl they tralled by seven
points, 1-6 to 0-2, at the inter-
val, and faced a really tough
task to pecover Ebom Ue eariy
setback.

To thelr credit, Ballincollig
came out with all guns blazing
i the secand half psd they ate
into the Carrlpaline lead.

They trailed by just o peint
after their efforts, 1-T (o 23, as
they pressurised the Carriga-
lime defienceo,

Carrigaline showed what
they were made of and hald
their focus and never pan-
icked, plekdng off some excal-
leatt podnts they weat 249 bo 2-2
ahend.

A point fram Emima Coonay
and a Lisa Kiely goal gave Bal-
ylincollig a mountain to climb
as Carrigaline, with wind -
vaniage, piled on the pressure.
The sides swapped goals bul
with Emma Cooney grabbing
Carvigaline's fifth goal the
p:ilfll.-wu.s seciired.

Carrigaline’s Molly Ryan
jwas named- Evening Echo
Player of the Mateh after a
superb display for the newly
crowned champimns,

Bernie Murphy presenting the Miner € Champianship trephy in memary of her late daughter Shirley to Michelle Jomes, aptain of Charleville, who defeated Fr iHeill's.

THE minor championship titles at
C and D level found homes in
Charleville and Bride Rovers re-
spectively as the hard work put in
through a long season came to
fruition at the end of November,

MINGOR C TITLE FOR CHARLEVIL-
LE: Unzeasanal weather entiired the
Castle Hoad plich was in pristine order
as Charleville made all the running in
the lrst half of the 5E Systems Minor
C championship final against Fr
O'Meill’s.

Two committed sides battled hard
het inthe and bt was Charbeville that
were crowned champions thanks to an
opening hall that saw where they

CAMOGIE
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nodel wip 44 without reply.

Fr O'Meil's were unlucky not fo have
ot on the seoreboard in the opening
half they concentrated a ot on defend-
Inpg against the strong wind.

Grace Galvin found the net to seithe
Charleville inte the game and with
Laure Doyle adding a second goal they
weare in alfrnnu position. With the
O'Meill’s defence mopping up a lof of
pressure Charleville added three
points throwgh Flona MNelllgan and
Laura Doyle ensuring O'Nelll®s fell
forther behind,

O Meill’s did enjoy a lot of possaseion

Nelligan is best for
Charleville champs

in front of goal bt strong defending
helped Charleville stand firm with
Clara O"Brien hugely Impressive.
Two Sophie Hudner goals and o Fiona
MNelligan point before the break gave
Eelal.gﬂr:vﬂlun 16-sixiean paint interval

Ciara O'Meill had Fr (°Neill’s on the
DoinL T atira Doyle tepiied. Fionn Nellk
nt Laura Doybe re . Fiona Nellls
had & goal as the entered the
ird quarter but it was to b Charle-
ville’s last score of the game as Fr 0"
Neill's began to Emr with a lof more
determination. Chioe O°'Keeffe con-
viried a 456 before Roebecca O'Bricn
grabibed & Fr O°Neill's goal with elght
minuies remalning.
Fiona MNelligan who played 8 huge
rale in her gide’s victory was presented

with the Evening Echo Player of the
Mateh Awarcl
W Bride Bovers captured the SE Sys-
tems D Champi Hitle wath
two points to spareover Rockbin,
Adsling O Connor gave Bride Rovers
an early led but Rockbdn grabbed a
goal andd a paint. Sally MeCarthy, with
three polnts, and Grace Culloty had
the sides level and with the same
playvers adding to thelr tally Bride
Rovers led 16 to 1-3 at the break.
Rockban reduced the deficit to a
oint but player of the match Sally
clarthy settled Bride Rovers, bofore
she added goal. Reckbdin fought back
witha Eml and had it down to a point
before Siobhan O Sullbvan had it back
te twe for & Bride slde who hong on o
Btk the EiEhe.

Milford-Ballyhea stand firm to become minor league champs

A COMBINATION skde took the minor A leagoe title.

whon Milford-Ballvhes faced Sarsfield’s a5 many

b predictes)

Both stengeled to gel inte a contest that ﬂnli'
sparked 1o 1ife in the clesing stages after Milford-Bal-
Ivhea dominated for thoee quarters. Rain and slip-
pery conditions made it hard for players and cer-
tainly did mothing for & game that failed 1o Emite ex-
cept inclosing minutes as alote rally saw Sars hit 1-2

withowt reply.

corsfioll's hit the front with Loy Helly convert
ing snd carly 45 but a goal from Laura Stack helped
the combination skdo rs'.rLIt:L rJ:ir.r l.!lgpur Imnd’ and I:;un}
haore 1o the hali-time whistle they were in ointrn
-.n:-i:-lf RTH!L: Killeen Chlos Dumvdon and Bachel Harty

itll promiment

i o roal and a paing withasl
Harty and fire e ]Iltht'-ud L

Chlos Dundon roplicd for Milford-Ballyhea, With

reply. Masbh Mnlkins

CAMOGIE
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eight minntes remainin

sipaurated the sides.

wera stood firm.

socuring victory.

Sarsfold’s sprung fo life
nd when Mullins shot deflected off a defender and
nestled indo the back of the net it wis the boost they
meeled. Mow it wak il Sar's and there was five palils
between them with elght minutes remalining, Lucy
Relly found the range and sudidenly just two polnts

Sars battled for a winner but Milford-Ballyhea

Meanwhile, the all city clash in the minor B league
finil was @ thriller 5t Finbare's wont into the game
ik hot fnvourites having recorded comprehensive
victory in the ewrly stages of e league bt this time
out Ma Plarsalgh made them fight to the fnish before

5t Finbarr's made the better start witl: ihree
polnts in row, Keova MceCarvthy twice and Megan
Fitzpatrick, Mo Flarsaigh battied for every ball and
pers 1&ﬂﬁﬁuﬁa#£mﬂ53uc—]{h¢yﬂja
toihe neat to 1

tched a 45
he game. Na Piarsaigh hit the front

with an Emily 0'Sullivan point but with MeCarthy
aeldling three from play and one from a free, 5t I-'uilr.
barrs were alwead 0-7 io 1-1 &t the break,

An early MceCarthy point settled St Finbare's but
Na Piarsaigh converted three frees. Kelsoy O Dono.
van hnd the sides level and for five minutes the hal
flirw wp and dawn the feld,

Clara Eeating broke the deadiock with
lent point as 5t Finbarr's edged back in front bar ha
Piarsaigh won a penalty. which Emily Buckley opted
to tap over and it wos all square with six minutes pe.
nmnlrl?_ From the puck-out MNa Plarsai
but failed to grab the lead and Keeva McCarthy

AN exce]-

igh attackeq

pointed twice toedpe the Barrs two clear,



WHAT do you do when, at 14
years of age, your life revolves
around sport; you're an
international basketball player,
a senior camogie club player,
the most exciting prospect in
Cork's camogie circles, and it's
all taken away from you?

That's what Inniscarra’s Miamh
McCarthy endured. :

She suffered three cruciate
infuries, two actuals with the thind a
bewildering ‘phantom’ craciate

However, this modest, shy,
talented player 1s back on the playing
fields. She was instrumental in
Inniscarra winning their second
county sendor thile in October and
while Miamh's confidence and inner
beliel may oot yvet have recovered
from years of criel injuries, she
remalns, at 10 yvears of age, ope of
Cork's most exciting camogie
prospecis,

It was two weeks before Inniscar-
ra's All-Ireland final appearance in
Croke Park in March 2011 when
MNiamh's nightmare bagan.

AL U5 international basketball
Iraining she went over on her Knee.
Despite the shorl-tenm agony, Niamh
tried to walk it off, the All-ireland
and Croke Park huge to her even at
such a young age. She went back
training but ber knes was collapsing.
Her dad brought her to several
specialists and they all said it was
fine. Miamh went o see her
physiotherapist, teammate Rena
Buckley, and to Rena's craddit she
highlighted something was wrong.
When the MREI annowunced a cruciate
Imfury there was widespread shock.

Miamh was devastated.

Despite putting on a brave face In
front of her teammates she cricd
endlessiy at home,

The All-Ireland final passed In a
blur, whers she regrets not having
enjoyed the occasion, despite
Inniscarra’s defear.

Even now Niamhb finds it hard to
think or speak about that time. Sport
witk hor life and when that was taken
away shedidn't know what to o, as
ahe explains.

“Youdon't know what to do with
yoursell, You're too young so you
ton’t havea job, [ couldn't go to frish

& because | was on crutches. |
couMin'y do what my friends were
dolng, It was just awial. My whole
Eroup of friends changed, T walked
around with a lnmp in my throat for

Heartbreak and
tears but Niamh

is battling back

Camogie

Ireland U-16 B Basketball final at the Hational Arena, Tallaght, Dublin.

so long.” MeCarthy sald,

It was 12 months before Niamh got
back anto the piteh. Seven minuates
into her first garme she went over on
the same knee and 1t swelled like a
balloamn.

An MRI showed up a second
cruciate injury. She was 15 With
hospital policy preventing them from
carrying out this procedure on
somEane a0 young Minmh joined &
waiting list and Dr James Harty
commanesd his operation on Miamh
i August of 2012, ;

As Dr Harty considered Niamh's
knee he informed her thers was
nothing wrong, her knes was periect,
there was no crucinte damage.

Sha had wasted a whole summer.
The emotlen of it all must Have been
incredibic. -

Back Miamh went to the pitch.

Incidentally, she never took to the
bazketball court again. She takes up
the siory. !

“T plawed again and thought T was
hack to-my best. My speed hadn't
gone. We won the county in the

gschool. Everything was good and
then three months in my ofther
cruciate went. Knowing what 1 had to
face this time, this was worse. | was
15, It happened in July.

“T was In fifth year when I had my
oparation in Movember and missed
the following season again. I safd
anyway that I wasn't playing
camogie agaln, [ had enough

“T couwldn't even go to s game. | was
devastated. T went Into leaving cort
and concentrated on that but [
always rehabbing my Knoe, mayhe at
ihe back of my mind I intended going
back."”

Back she did come, thanks to her
dad, Andrew MeCarthy,. a former
inter-county foothaller, and support
from the lkes of Colin Lane and
Aldan Kelleher, Her dad took her (o
Ballvanley pitch and with a stop-
witeh and cones, put her throngh
her paces, turhing and twisting

After her Leaving Cert, her
mother, lormer renownoed e
national basketball player Rose
Breesn,

Niamh McCarthy, Laura Barrett, Orla 0'Reilly and Sinead 0Reilly of the Ursulines College, Blackrock basketball team Tﬁhuﬁ:-un E:a! Al
¢ Gavin Browme

encournged her to attempt playing
agadn amd, just to get back sociallsing
with her Inniscarca team-mates,
Hiamh gingerly togged off kn 2015,

Roll on 2016 and the physically
stronger Miamh M:.'ﬁ,f.'ll.‘ﬂ.‘l}.l' qeied
10-7 in. this sc¢ason’s senlor
championship.

She hugely impressed me in
Inniscarra’s county sami-final and
final where vou could see her getting
stronper with every gama.

She 15 on the UCC camogio panel,
where she studies Pharmacy, and
has just recelved a eall from Cork
manager Paudie Mureay to joln his
2007 =8k wp.

Surprisingly, woll maybo
unsurprisingly considering what
Miamh has pone throagh, she doesn't
undersiand why she gol the call from
Paudie, doesn’t realise how good she
is and, im fact, thought that because
she's 20 vears of ape, having missed
underage inter-county camdoae, theat
her chance had passed

Sho explains: 1 knew | was jpoodd
when [was 14, 1 felt T oist have boen

Niamh McCarthy coaching during the Kellogg™
GAA Cile| Camp at Inmiscarra GAR Club.
Factusre: Denes Mindhan

Niamh McCarthy
factfile
Age: M

Club: Inniscirea

Position: Forward

Honours won! Two senior

county titles, one Munster

club tithe

Coach's comment:

“Miambh i= a great player

| with & great attitude. What
she has overcome =o far in

| her career would have

| stopped many, but her de-

| termination toget hack

| playing was inspirational to

| evervone who saw her go

through her rehab. She s &

great person to have an

VO L,

“She never stops working

and = the Mrst toarrive and

last o boave every iraining

BIrEEiOq,

*Ehedeserves bo have an in-

jurysIree career [nom what

she has had (o endire up

until this point."

pond, bt mow 'm surprised il Tk
it through, if I get on & team. 1 vwe
surprised last vear when [ wi
broughi on as a sub io the Ashbourr
team, that team was full of inte
county playvers.

*1 was proper terrified this yes
whon the club seane started agal
I'm happy to get the call fron Paadi
bt 1°m pok suee 'L get & game™

e glves her parents Tull crodit fe
whore she §s today,

"My dad is probably the reason I°
back playing. My mum has ju
driven me everywhiene.”

She iz extremely grateful to tF
many specialists she recelve
treatment from.

Dr Wesley O°Brien and Nia
MeCarthy have given her a speci
programme in UDEC and work wii
o, IIr'||:||-.r.=~.'I.-|n|'|'tn|,: ths Eyvpe .
training her body needs.

HMiamh has bounced hack. Thes
are ne puacrantecss, bul she jis
speecial talent, We wrish her the v
best and look forward to seeing her
aotion for muny years (o come,



CAMODGIE

B Mary Newman

IT WAS the battle of neigh-
bours in the SE Systems Jun-
lor B champlonship final st
voar where a sirong second
hall display that by Ballyvhea
grabhed two vital poals as they
overcome Charboville,

It was mlways golng to be
clase and ot the break just a
print separated the sides as
Ballyhea led -4 1o 0-3, alter
playing with the akl of & Wery
strong wind tn the opening
half. A lot of us wondered
waild 1t be enowrh and felt if
Charieville eonld get enough
ball to thedr inside line, and in
particular to Flona Molligan,
ihoy woaild canse problems.

From the restart Ballyhen
showed hagpe determination
as they closed down ihe Char-
leville attack, with player of
the maich Elalne Crowley
leading the way.

They had added a point (o
thelr half time iy and when
Sarah O'Hecffe reacted fast to
Haren O'Leary's long delivery
(Bailbyhiea wore riow five points
im fromnt.

Charleville worked hard
and it toak an excellént save
from Chice Keogh to deny Hel-
ligan. A goal deep in injury
yiime from Mairead Shinnick
onsured the thtke was golng 1o
Bl

JUNIOR € CHAMPIGNSHIP

Having lost ouwt in the
league final to the same oppo-
pents, Ballingra went into the
SE Systems Junior C Ching-
pionship final in determined
frm

Castlelyons took an early
lead but Aolfe Nic Abhaked re-
plied guickly kevelled matters,
Castlolyens had edged ahend
again before Katie Hogan hisd
the game's opening goal afier
18 minutes. Castlelyvons were
back Ievel with iwo poinfed
frees

Caztlelyons hit the front
with a goal just before the
break to glve them & 1-4 to -1
imborval bead.

Rallinora cufl the deficii
guickly in the second hall
with n Slebhan O°'Regan
pointed free and when the
same player found the net for
a goal they were in the lead
and were growing in confi-
dance,

Continuing 1o prossurise
the league ehampions Jon-
abfer Murphy made ne mis-
ke as she first timed to the

21,

Ballinora sere in centrol
ang thoy pushed to close the
game out Abbey Murphy
added to their tally with o long
pange point from play but
castlelyons hit back with
yihree points without reply.

Thin a goil with ning min:
juanes remnaining gave them a
g 16T

Sub Kate Doobey nodched up
{hree vital points before Jen-
nifer Murphy added a goal and
a pobnt and the tile was hieaid-
Ihu: thie way of Ballinori w_ll]:
Caoimhe O'Keeffo descryeng
named Evening Ecloe Player of
tha Miateh.

" Evening Eclf
. SHANDRUM ¢
** NA PRRSAIG

Hewtownshandrem’s Claire Griffin raises the trophy after defeating Na Piarsalgh in the 2016 camagie Junier

Newtown won a

t..-s_.

A

championship final. Picture: Eddie 0*Hare

junior A thriller

MORTH Cork sides featured
prominently as the junior A and B
championship titles found homes
in the division.

Three of the four teams that contested
the A and B championship finals
hailed from the Morth Cork division
with Mewiownshandrum, Ballyhea
and Charleville all in the hunt on final

day.

In the SE Systems Junlor A final
Mewtownshandrum capinred their
first adalt title in a0 while when they
oeorcame Na Plarsaigh.

1t weas o game that ebbed and flowed
all through bt in truth with eight min-
utes remalning Mo Pinrsateh looked o
have done enough as they led by three

m Mary Newman

points, Fallure toadd fo their tally and
streich their advaniage was o prove
costly as they were hit with a strong
paraviown fintsh that yielded 1-2 with-
ot1t reply. This was enough to swing
the game in the North Cork side’s fa-
vour and give them the title,
Mewtownsandrum started wall and
contrelled matters early three points
without reply giving them the upper
hand before Leona Crowley easght the
HMewtown defence aff guard sending a
2i-meire free to the net to level the
gami. The slides were level by the mid-
way stape and twice Na Plarsaigh went

in front and they held it to the broak
and with the strong wind in their fa-
your for the second half Ha Plarsaigh
were in A good position.

The sidos swapped early second half
poinis but Newtown hit two points
withoit reply to level matters. Sarah
Roche &gf.ml Ma Piarsaigh ahoad bui
Marka Reddy tapping over a point and
we were back Tevel, but Na Plarsaigh
went three points clear with elght min-
ufes on the stopaatch.

Newtown needed something and
they made o vital switch which was to
have a big bearing on the game, mov:
ing fthe pacey and talentod Cliona
O'Callaghan forther outfield and
switching hMaria Reidy to foll-forward.
0"Callaghan pointed a free to edge
them to within two peints before He-

becea Shechy grabbed a goal with five
minutes remaining as they hil the
{romt.

From the puck-out, they pressurised
again and splitting the Ma Piarsaigh
defence open with a great run 0°Cal-
laghan parted to Mariah Reldy who
made no mistake from the edge of the
BT

With victory in their grosp they de.
fended as Ma Parsaigh searched for a
goore but it was Katie Coupghlan who
added to the Mewtown tally with o
pointed close in firee as they fnished

strong belng crowned champlons.

The Evening Echo Plaver of the
natch was Cliona O'Callaghan, who
had a ;umrh Bonr for the Morth Cork
51[1:;}{.2 whf was one of the best finals
[a] "y

Na Piarsaigh honour the memory of Josie McDonnell

MA Piarsaigh Camogic Club recently held the finals
of thoir annual Josie MeDonnel]l memorial tourns
mant.

voung players from (he elub participate each vear
i omour the momory of ona of the club's founders,
The competition is now in its 30th vear and once
competitive Go Games are completed, the Na Plar-
snigh camogie section sel aboul arganising games on
o beagrue hasis and six teams from U fo 110 took part.

Close on 60 girks play in gomes starting in Rovem-
beer andd finishing with the finals in December, Each
feam was named after founder members 0r orga-
pheers in the club: Josie McDonnell, Peggy Twohig,
Joan Gogein, Anne Coade, Joan Guest and Ca Mar.
tins.

After weeks of hard trodning, the tournament was
rumn on 8 beague basls and was fedd in the lub's in-
(Mo irEna,

The tonrnament §§ 1y memory af n worman who

CAMOGIE

m Mary Mewman

was trnly dedicated {0 Ma l"lﬂJ'EH:itfh camogio club.
The late Josie’s Jegncy is being corried on in the cdub
by her family and thoy were on hand 1o play a big
robe 01 U day and indised are very invoelved inallas-
peecta of the cliab,

Mombers of the U6 and miner teams-all got on
board ani manage the teams and as 15 usual svery
yoar Ca Martin and Joan Guest were there 10 keep a
closs ave on-evervihing. They were prosented with
bouquets of flowers on the day of the finals to ac-
knowledge thele involvement in the fosrmament.

The winming (eam were the Joan Guest team and
thelr captain Emma O'Mahony was presented with
the Josie MeDonnell Shield by Ber MeDonnell, wha
thanked the elub for once agaln honouring the miem-

ory af the lnte Jozie. Alss present on the day was
Josle's son Thomas.

Huge thunks was expressed to the club's U8 man-
agement team of Anthony O'Mahony, Lorraine
Buckley and Paala Bourke and the U0 management
team of Catherine Sloanes, Eoln Murphy and Caral
Casey, whio do did huge work in the club’s anderage
siection throughout the vear. .

The day was rounded off with a visil from Santa
Clause who ensured on the dav that all the kids wors

ntecl with medals; and of course the much-wel-
comed aelection boses,

All thase who wert invelved in ranning the towr-
namen! were singled out for special mention and all
partich s wele encouraged 1o keep playi CAFAE
e and to koep the hard work ar mdrlillm, R

Another suecessful conclukion to.8 tournament
that ks very dear to the heartsofall in Ma Piarsaigh
Camogio club.



SARSFIELDS SENIOR
CAMOGIE CHAMPIONS
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SARSFIELDS WINNERS
Back Row: (left to right) Denise Gormally, Sarah Ghynn, Sorcha Noone, Maris Cooney, Aisling Speliman, Gemma Flynn, Kate Gallagher,
Hiamh MoGrath, Klara Donohuae, Erica Leslie, Stephanie Cannon, Melinda Earls, Yvonne Lyons, Hannah Curdey, Sinead Cannon,
Ailbhe Duhan and Laura EI':,rnn.

Frant Row: (left to right) Karina Cannon, Karen Earls, Grainne Ryan, Ciara Keane, Rachel Murphy, Sarah Spellman, Orlaith McGrath,

Clodagh MoGrath, Tara Kenny, Ciara Ward, Siobhan McGrath, Laura Ward (Mascot: Olsin Helebert), Eimear Larkn, 5arah Gallagher, Rachel Earls,

Uina McDonagh, Lough Rea Hotel, (spansors), presenting the
Cathering Donnellan Cup to Oraith MoGrath.

2016 CAMOGIE REVIEW

DARREN KELLY

While Galway didn't qualify for the All-lreland senlor camogie
final, it was still a busy season for the maroon and white with
three titles secured and Sarsfields creating history by picking
up a first county senior champéonship.

The year began with Killimor's quest for national silverware
as they travelled to Clones to take on Antrims Loughgiel
shamrocks, Goals for Susan Keane and Brenda Hanney put
Tommy Callagy’s charges to the front as they secured a third
Croke Park appearance in five years and a repeat of the 2013
decider against Cork’s Mifford.

Eyrecourt were also on the campaign trail as Galway
intermediate champions with Cora McEvoy, Laura Loughnane
and Lacise Stones getting the green flags in a comfortable
semi-final win over Tyrone’s Eglish. Unfortunately, All-ireland
club final day didn't materialise successfully for the Galhway
clubs but there would be victorious days over the year.

5t. Brigids College, Loughrea finally ended years of hurt by
picking up the All-reland senior schoals title in March after a
246 1o 0-8 victory over Loreto, Kilkenny with Alsling Connolly
and Katie Manning netting. For the first time since 2008,
Connacht were Gael Linn Interprovincial champions in May.

For Galway, it was a positive season undér new manager Oflie
Bergin as the Tribeswomen qualified for the National League
Fina] hefnﬂ'_l. gﬂing dnwn agﬂni‘ilngl'ﬁl’ ifl the n!l-ll’élﬂlﬂld 5E'-|'IiC|F
semi-final to Kilkenny. During the spring, Bergin used his
panel to full effect with five group victories before five Niamh
Kilkenny points and an Acife Donohue goal helped them to a
1-11 to 0-13 win over Limerick,

The final in Semple Stadium to Kilkenny was a poor day but
they responded with faur group wins befare the match with
the Maresiders in front of the live TV cameras. Again, Galway
had to bartle from behind but Adlish OReilly’s goal in injury
time completed a memorable comehack 1o force the extra 20
minutes. However a fortunate Ann Dralten Kilkenny goal tipped
the balance back in the Leinster side’s favour as they crept over
the line. But Gahway's exploits on the field were rewarnded with

Frank Duane, Galway Camogie Chalrman, presenting the Player
of the Match Award, to Sarsfelds Siobhan McGrath,

three All-Stars for Sarah Dervan, Rebecca Hennelly and Acife
Danohue.

Gahway's future looks bright with Teny O'Donovan's under 165
retaining the All-ireland crown in August and Lorraine Larkin's
young minors just fell short in their All-lreland final replay.

Two Chloe Quinn-Reilly goals and 1-3 for Slobhan MeGrath
helped the O'Donovan’s outfit to a 3-14 to 1-11 win over
Kilkenny In Leixlip on a day that sadly clashed with Galway's
AlHreland hurling semi-finals in Croke Park but didn’t dampen
the enthusiasm of the strong tribal support. A Sarah Spedlman
goal put Galway's minors back in contention against Tipperary
in April before they came up just short in the replay.

Galway's intermediates also had a positive spring making the
Mational Division Two League final coming up just short agaimst
Meath after goals for Rachel Monaghan and Marie Farrell,
But injuries took their toll for Brian Griffin’s charges come the
sumrer, as they didnt qualify from the group stages.

O the domestic front, it was year of big victories across the five
adult grades as Kiltormer, 5t. Dominic’s and Kilconieron picked
up the three Junior titles while Cappataggle finally qualified
for the top tier of Galway camogie when they got the better of
Ahascragh/Caltra in the intermediate decider,

But the year belonged to Sarsfields as, along with the under
16 and minor crowns, they won their first ever County Senior
Camogie title. On twomemorable occasions, Michael McGrath's
charges and Mullagh delivered two classics in Kenny Park and
Duggan Park. Aocife Donohue turned the drawn match on its
head with a great goal as Madge Kennedy's side looked set
ter close out Mullagh's sixth title only for Niamh and Orlaith
MeGrath to get the saving points to force another day out.

In the replay, a strong Sarsfields defence came good in the
spcond half after Patricia Manning's goal put Mullagh back in
contention before Siobhan McGrath finally managed the space
to run at the opposing defence for a Sarshelds goal that sparked
celebrations in the parish and set themselves and Cappataggle

up on Leinster opposition in the New Year,

Rebecca Hennelly

' Dec.
‘,mre
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2016 was a successful year for Clare schools with St
Annes Killaloe capturing first ever titles at Munster
and All Ireland level; Scarifi Community College
did likewise and 5t Josephs Secondary School Tulla
took Munster Senior A honours and Gaelchalaiste
Inis claimed Munster honours also.

Hayes Munster Intermediate Final

Gaelcholaiste an Chlair(lnis) 5-13
Scoil Pol, Kilfinane 2 -1

The game was played in Martinstown, near
Kifmalock and in the opening half the playvers had
bo contend with the very cold weather conditions
with ralin, hallstones and sleet, This was a great
team performance by Gaelcholaiste, Inis and from
the start they held the upper hand with Grainne NI
Muallain and Aclbheann M Dhugain dominating
at midfield, Grainne was all over the pitch helping
out the defence and creating numerous scoring
chances far her teammates. Gaslcholaltte opened
up a three point lead before Acibheann Ni Dhugain
scored her sides opening goal. Scoil Pol replied
with a goal to open their account before the scong
of the game followed, The Gaelcholaiste cleared
the Ball out to Grainme Ni Muallain who struck the
ball down the wing to Ciara Ni Dhugain and she
hit it Imto Ciara Mi Fhaolain who on the turn drove
the sliotar to the back of Scoil Pol's nel. Scoil Pol
did not give up and grabbed a goal and a point
which was deflected over the bar from a 20m
free, Shannen Ml Dhonnabhain grabbed her sides
third goal to leave the halftime score at 3-7 to 2-1.
Both teams welcomed the halftime break and the
chance to try and warm up in the dressing rooms.
When the teams emerged for the second half it
was dry and the Gaelcholaiste continued o keep
the prescure on their opponents. Ciara Ni Fhaolain
and Shannen Mi Dhonnabhain grabbed a goal
each and a couple of points to stretch their lead.
Scoll Pol tried in vain but the winners defence were
relentless and refused to concede in the second lalf
to capture the Munster Intermediate Schoaols title.
Gaelcholaiste panel: Muirne Ni Chonalll (Doora-
Barefield) Clodagh Ni Dhombnaill CClarecastle)
Meghan Mi Chruadhaloich (Kilmaley) Lily Mi
Chonchubhbair (Ruan) Leah NI Thailtigh {The
Banner) Roisin Mi Fhalluin (Ballyea) Siofra Mi
Chanaill {Doora-Barefield) Grainne MNi Muallain (Eire
Og) Acibheann Ni Dhugain Clooney/Quin} Sarah Ni
Cheallaigh (Kilmaley) Aoife Ni Sheannain (Doora-
Bareheld) Ciara Ni Dhugain  (Doora-Barefield)

Shannen Ni Dhonnabhain (Ruan) Ciara Ni Fhaclain
iDoora-Barefield) Sinead Wi Buanaidh (Kilmaley)
Saidhibhin Mi Cheallaigh [Kilmaley) Elena Sanz (The
Banner) Miamh Mi Eadvhaird (Eire Og) Micole Mi
Thailtigh (The Banner)

O'Neills All Ireland
Post Primary Junior C Final

Venue: Duggan Park, Ballinaslos

Scariff Community College,
Clare 6-7 Banagher College, Offaly 0-2

Scarlf Community College koing Caplains Clara Doyle
& Army Banett with the Cup

Scarifi Community College ensured their place in
the history books on Saturday afternoon with a
comprehensive win over Banagher College in the
O'Meills Post Primary Junior C Final. A 2-6 to 0-1
advantage at half time was further added to with
an additional four green flags in the second half to
ensure victory went the way of the East Clare school,
Both sides came into the game having netted 7
times each im their semi finals, however on Saturday

aftarnoon in Duggan Park Ballinaslos, it was Scariff
who poached goals almest at will to gamer a first
ever All Ireland title.

Scariff lald down a firm marker right from the throw
in, Lowise O'Callaghan winning possession at the
throw in and launching forward to finish over the
bar, Banagher had the chance to equalise a minute
later, but Chioe Reillys shot was agondsingly short.
Banagher were immediately on the attack from
the puck out and a timely interception by centre
back Amy Barret saw Scariff win back possession.
Barrott sent her shat to O'Callaghan whaose strike
was well handled by the Banagher goalie Louise
Corcoran and cleared from danger. A brace of frees
from Ciara Dovle had Scariff ahead 0-3 to 0-0 with
five minutes on the clock. Wing forward Alannah
Moloney with a declsive strike raised Scariffs first
green flag in the 6™ minute. Banagher regrouped
immediately and again it was Beilly who was to
the fore for the Offaly side as she dropped her
shot into the Scariff danger area wher Ava Quigley
gathered and cleased from danger. Reilly opened
the Banagher schools account in the 107 minute
when she converted from placed ball Scariffs next
attack was wide of the mark before Dayle added
for the East Clare outfit in the 14th minute. Scariff
playing the advantage of a slight breeze laid siege
on the Banagher danger area with their next attack
and Carcoran denled them with three guick saves in
succession before Laura Clancy carried the ball from
danger. Doyle converted from placed ball again in
the 17* minute, O'Callaghan having been fouled
in possession as she drove forward. Dominating in
vital areas of play, Scariff fed the ball forward and
in a goal mouth scramble, Doyle got thie last touch
to secure her sides second green flag In the 22
minute. Barrett in her role as joint captian led by
example in the half back line and again was to hand
to intercept from Banaghers Roisin Daly and clear
from danger. Scariffs next two attempts at adding
to their tally were wide of the mark before Lorna
McMamara pointed, the diminutive corner forward
turning almost on a sixpence and firing over from
an awkward angle. Roisin McoMahon in midheld
won the puckout for Scariff and following a thirty
yard run, laid off a pass to Doyle who split the posts
to see Scarifl go in 2-7 to0-1 at the break.

Scariff picked up where they had left off at the
restart of the second half, Doyle with the first attack
and though Doyle ran into trouble on the wing.
the young Bodyle native picked out the unmarked
Amber Nolan dead straight in front of goal. Nolan
with time on her side made no mistake and gave
Corcoran nd chance as she struck home to the
back of the net, Banagher upped the tempo and
bore down on the Scariff danger area, with sub
Aine Doorly sending the ball high into the area
which was neatly collected by Scariff netminder
Shauna Canny and cleared back downheld by
Barrett. Loma McNamara raised Scariffs fourth
green flag in the 38" minute and Molan added her
second and Scariffs Aifth goal with a strike from the
21 yard line just a minute later. Though the game
may have been effectively over at this stage, credit
has to go to the Banagher players who contested
every ball and fought for every opportunity. Reilly
was denied a green flag by Canny in the 417
minute, and conwverted the resulting “45, Likewise
Doorlys attempt midway through the second half
was well collected by Canny and the Killanena
club player who is as comfortable outfield as in
the goalmouth, demonstrated that with a run to
the 30 yard line before striking from danger down
the wing. Lorna McMamara struck for Scariffs sixth
goal and ultimately the last score of the game In
the 46™ minute. The Scariff College mentors Marie
Kenneally and Marie Lynch emptied the bench for
the closing 10 minutes and though Banagher had
their opportunities the finely tuned machine that
was Scariff dispensed with all attacks to take their
first ever win at National level,

scariff were well served all over the feld, and the
scoreline doesn't reflect on the intensity which
Banagher brought 1o the feld, their goalie Corcoran
in particular who worked hard throughout
On another day, it may have been the Leinster
Champlons’ day but on Saturday there was no
denying Scariff Community College. With any
number of the Scarff players in contention for
the Player of the Match accolade it was double
celebrations for Amy Bamet to whom the honour
was bestowed shortly after her lifting the cup
with co-captain Ciara Doyle from the Camogie
Associations Miriam O'Callaghan.



ceaniffi Community College: Shauna Canny; Ava
Quigley, Roisin Minogue, Ella McNamara; Rachel
Minogue, Amy Barrett J/Capt, Greta Hickey, Raisin
McMahon, Louise O'Callaghan; Alannah Moloney,
Ciara Dovle MCapt, Amber Molan; Lorma McNarmara,
Apife O'Brien, Aoife Maloney

Subs: Aisling Corry for Nolan 51 mins, Jennifer
O'Meara for L McMamara 56 minsg, Claire McNamara
for Doyle 58 mins, Shauna Doyle for Maloney 58
LERLLL

Banagher College: Louse Corcoran; Heather Maran,
Kaithyn Kennedy, Laura Clancy: Karla Corcoran-
Lynch, Amy Byrne, Olivia Mannion; Louise Mannion-
Capt, Helen Healy; Shauna Duane, Réisin Daly, Chlce
Reilly; Allison Rosney, Hannah Larkin, Nessa Dolan

Subs: Aine Doorly for Rosney H/T, Dearbhia Kelly for
Moran 58 mins

Referee: Liz Dempsey, Kilkenmy

Player of the Game: Amy Barret, Scariff Community
College

O'Meills Post Primary Junior D
All Ireland Final

5t Annes Community College Killaloe 4-6
Presentation de la Salle, Bagenalstown 0-4

5t Annes Eillados All Ireland Junior D wenners

Captain Acifi Power accopts the cup from James Moynihan

St Anne Camogle team wrote their name into the
schools history books on Friday aftermoon when
winning the schools frst ever Al Ireland camogie
crown. A spirited tenacious display from the East
Clare school saw them add the All ireland title to the
Munster Junior D and Munster Intermediate titles won
back in January. 51 Annes put in a composed display
throughout the 60 minutes and never looked like
capitulate 1o the Leinster charmpions.

Aoife Power opened the sconing in the 3% minute
when she pointed from play. 5t Annes were on the
attack immediately, winning the puckout and moving
play back to the danger area, only for Presentation to
gather and chear from danger. 5t Annes next effort was
wite of the mark however Maeve Og O'Leary won the
resulting puckout, sending the ball straight back in
between the posts. A Power free in the 10" minute saw
the Clare school ahead 0-3 to 0-0. The mid held paining
of Lynda Daly and Holly McGee were dominant, with
McGee adding 5t Annes 4™ point in the 12% minute.
OrLeary grabbed 5t Annes first goal mid way through
the first half to put the Ailish Minogue managed
cidde well in control. Presentations Tara Bermingham
landed her sides first score in the 16™ minute, when
shie split the posts from a free. Presentation could
have been further ahead but some wayward shooting
proved costly. O'Leary who ended the game with
a tally of 3-3 earning her the Player of the Game
accolade converted a free in the 21" minute to further
extend 51 Annes lead. Presentations Emma Cody waon
the battle for the puckout and drove forward, intent
on raising a green flag but was denied by Rachel Daly
in the St Annes goalmouth, Emma Byrne pointed for
Presentation just before O'Leary converted a 45 1o see
5t Annes goin 1-6 to 0-2 ahead at the break.

Weather conditions which had been dry in the
opening half changed to driving rain in the
second half, however there was no change in the
determination displayed by 5t Annes. O'Leary had her
second green flag to give St Annes the ideal restart to
play inside the opening minutes. Lauren Kelly pulled
a point back for Presentation with a converted free
just 2 minutes later. Cody who was prominent for
Prasentation throughout broke through again intent
on goal but was intercepted by Claire Maguire, who
along with Susan Daly were impressive in the back
line throughout. O'Leary wrote her own name into
the histary books with her third green flag in the
39™ minute to make it 5t Annes 3-6 Presentation 0-3,
Bermingham converted from placed ball for her sides
last score in the 41 minute. Presentation battled hard
for the remainder but up against a determined 51
Annes side whose supporters provided plenty vocal
encouragement, the Carlow school just couldn’t break
thrawgh for the scores they needed. Jennifer Daly
entered the fray to replace the injured Power with
the game in the closing minutes, and had enough
time to gather and rifle hame to the net for 5t Annes
fourth goal to see the Clare school take victory on a

final _-u:nq‘-el'rneﬁtAnmsd-ﬁﬁes&nta!mﬂhﬂ..camwuj;; .

Association vice President James Moynihan did tha 8
honours in presenting O'Leary with the Player of :hE_aj.: '." J
Game award before presenting the Cup to a juhﬂlanti o o I
St Annes captain Aoife Power amid scenes of great. '
delight from the large travelling support. '

St Annes: Rachel Daly; Claire Maguire, Susan Daly,
Anna Spaight; Aoife Graham, Maoya Marsh McMahon, “F
Alison McGes: Lynda Daly, Holly McGee 0-1; Anne
Lee Marsh, Aoife Power Captain 0-2, Ellen Lane; Hazel
McMahon, Maeve Og O'Leary 3-3, Emily Clarke

Subs: Anna McNamara for Graharn, Sarah Lane for H
Mchahaon, Jennifer Daly 1-0 for pwering

Presentation de la Salle; Emily O'Hara; Chantelle Kelly,
Helen Roche, Ellen Murphy; Ali Cushen, Orla Bolges,
Roisin Meany: Emma Byrne, Emma Cody; Sarah Kelly,
Eve Sinnott, Shauna O'Neill: Chioe Beck, Lauren Eelly,

Tara Bermingham

Subs: Georgie Byme for L Kelly, Orla McDonagh for

Limnott,

Plaver of the Game: Aoife Power, 5t Annes Community

College
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UL 3-12 UCC 4-07
Ashbourne Cup Final 2016

Hosted by NUIG,
Final played in Gort GAA Grounds

The game got off to a slow start with both teams
showing some expected nerves in the opening few
minutes as both registered wides. Patrice Diggin
opened ULs account for the afternoon scoring 3
frees from wariows angles before UCC registered
their opening score. UCCS star player Katnna
Mackey goaled shortly after, leaving the Leeside
College with the narrowest of leads. Amidst a short
but vicious hailstone shower, Aoife Keane, one of
four dual players on the panel, pointed expertly
off the left before another Diggin free put UL a
single score ahead. Sarah Fryday, goalscorer in ULs
mammoth win over 2015 winners WIT on Saturday
in Ballyhaunis, then struck to the net before UCC hit
2 paints to leave 2 points between the teams at half
tirne, UL 1-5 LCC 1-3.

The second half provided as much entertainment as
has been seen on any field so far in 2016, Kerry star

Patrice Diggin opened the scoring once again for
LIL with a free, cancelling out a UWCC scare, Through
Diggin and Keane, UL opened up a four point lead
which was shortly reduced back to 2 by some fine
long-range shooting by the UCC forwards. With
16 minutes left, Miamh Ryan, who bravely played
the final with a severe injury to her arm, saw Clare
woman Niamh O°'Dea move into space. O'Dea
caught the sliotar and drove at the UCC defence
before popping the ball te Sarah Fryday who
made no mistake and buried it past the helpless
UCC custodian. Both teams traded scores before
Mackey's second goal brought life back to the
Mardyke club. A great clearance off the goal-line by
Ciannait Walsh ensured UL kept a 3 point lead (2-10
ws 2:7) with seven minutes remaining.

Hannah Looney then netted to draw the teams
level. After a difficult game on Saturday and the
battle against UCC, the impact of substitutes was
always going to be crucial. Ciara Murphy and Emma
Buckley both entered the cauldron with & minutes |
remaining replacing the excellent Niamh Ryan and
Anife McGrath respectively.



Diggin and O'Dea put UL two paoints clear with 2
minutes of normal time remaining. As the game
was entering infury time, UCC really began to apply
the pressure on the Shannonsiders goalmouth, UCC
won a free 25 metres out in the first minute of injury
time which was deflected out by a combination of
UL hurleys. The ball was hit back inte the sguarne
and landed straight into Mackey's hands who
hammered the ball inte the net to put UCC ahead
by the bare minimum 4-7 to 2-12,

Those who travelled to support the girls from UL
clad in white were distraught and thought they
were about to experience similar heartbreak to
2015. However, they had a plan! UL won a free
on the touchline on the 45m line. Everyane knew
it was to be the final play of the match; 25 bodies
landed in towards the UCC goalmouth before
Player of the Match Patrice Diggin landed the ball
in. It was completely fitting that the inspirational
figure of team captain Laura McMahon would rise
highest to flick the ball to the net, leading to swrreal
celebrations both inside and outside the wire!

UL successfully negotiated the final remaining
seconds of the final to capture the Ashbourne
Cup 2016, allowing Laura McMahon of Clare
the honour to collect the cup on behalf of her
outstanding teammates and management
It i unbelievably difficult to single out an
individual player from the final as they all deserve
fantastic recognition. A massive congratulations to
everybody involved with the victorious team.

Team in full: Roisin Breen, Ciannait Walsh,
Laura McMahon (C) (1-0), Sinead Gaffney,
Miamh Ryan, Cagcimhe Maher, Debbie Flynn,
Ereena Fryday, Patrice Diggin (0-B), Eimear Kelly,
Miamh O'Dea ([0-1), Clodagh McGrath, Aoife
Keane (0-3), Apife McGrath, Sarah Fryday (2-0).
Ciara Murphy for Ryan, Emma Buckley for A
McGrath, Miamh Hanniffy for Kelly, Aisling McCarthy
for C MeGrath.

Ashbourne Cup Semi Finals

UL 1-11 WWIT 1-05
'CC 2-09VMIC 1-07

Templetmohy.

Final
UL 3-12 UCC 4-07
Purcell Cup Semi Finals

CIT4-05w DIT 2-06
Maynooth University 2-09 v [T Carlow 3-04
Finalk CIT 1-12 Maynocth University 0-4

Fr Meachair Cup Semi Finals

Fr Meachalr Cup Semi Finals
AIT 3-07 v IT Tralee 0-03
Trinity B8-07 v Limerick IT 0-03
Final: Trinity 1-10 AIT 0-8

UL camogie team 2016,
Ashbourne Cup Champions 2016,

Ciara Murphy (Galway), Ciana NI Churracin
(Galway), Claire Keating (Limerick], Miamb Murphy
[Galway), Deanna Considine (Clare], Fiona Ni Bhriain
(Waterford), Chioe Purcedl (Kilkenny], Niamh Hanniffy
(Galway), Sarah Fryday (Tipperary), Mary O'Callaghan
[Limerick), Miamh Ryan (Limerick), Caoimhe Maher
(Tipperary), Niamh O'Dea (Clarel, Clara Holohan
(Tipperary), Acife Keane (Clare), Grainne Egan
(Offaly), Ellen Horgan (Clarel, Aideen Hogg (Clare),
Ermima Buckley (Tipperary).

Eimear Kelly (Clare), Aoife McGrath (Tipperary), Roisin
Breen (Kilkenny), Lisa Goeman (Offaly), Aishling
McCarthy  (Tipperary), Laura McMahon ([Clare,
Captain), Ereena Fryday (Tipperary), Clannalt Walsh
iTipperary), Clodagh MoGrath (Galway), Sinead
Gaffney (Galway), Debbie Flynn (Offaly), Patrice
Diggin (Kerry), Breege Nolan (Carlow).

First ever Third lewel All-Stars awards ceremany

The CCAD third level camogie All-5tars were awarded
in May at the very first joint All-Star event with the
HEC and the WGPA.

Hosted at the beautiful Hudson Bay hotel Athlone,
fifteen camogie players from around the country
were honoured for their performance from the
Ashbourne, Purcell and Fr. Meachair Cup respectively.

Mine counties were represented on the night with
five Cork players, two Clare, two Tipperary and
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players Claudia McSweeney, Erica Lynch 0'Shea, Lauryn 0'Conner, ireice Wyse and Sophie Liu in the school colours of Scoll Miuire ar Caoc

Camogie and ladies foothall
‘na hlgine, 5t Mary's On the Hill, Knocknaheeny.

UCC's Amy 0'Conner bursts past Cark IT's Airve Crowley in last night's Ashbourne Cup clash at Cork IT,

Talented UCC book quarter=final spot

ucc 3-15
Cork IT 0-12
memn O'Callaghan

Last yeuar's runners-up

UCC secured their ploce in

_the Ashbourne Cup quarter-
gﬁ_ﬁlluwinﬂ victory aver

IT al the host's groumis

last ovening. Two wins out of

two paw for the LJE“: I;,-iﬂamd

AE they can get thoe better of
DR i thiedr Mial G {ine

gume ko Dublin, aspot in the

mwait,

o Winning manager D
Wes - ﬂ']:'l!t"lun. wgu Ila;
;ﬁmlﬁ Cork hurler Miall

. rihy amon il
haekroom team, :nEi:l lh:

main ambition i= to pet 10 the
Cup weekend

“We have a sirong pancl,
We llnvcmﬁ :n.niur l.nteri
County rs in our
of 30, :rﬁ'g have § m:1of
of fime in fiiness, we have
done 12 weaks consistently
andd I think it showed tonight.
Thair work ethie has bean
Ineredible® Cork IT are the
Pureell Cup victors of 2016,
And while this compatition {5
a step up, their second-half
performance  mivsd he
commended, as they fonght
all the weay to the fullwhistle,
" ;I‘rnllfn:; 218 o -5 l'-l;“h;

sterval, managor Boarry
can take a loi of heart feont
how strong hiz shile finished
They entertain NUIG in thelr
next mntch al=oin fwo weeks®
thme, and if they overcome
the westerners they will go

to the last eight Two
first-half-goals Mrom Am
i
nanoe. T
and Pamela Mackey wore 50
inftupntial in the heart of the
defence while Hannah
Looney- olipped & few fovely
polnts from her borth at
midfield. And, up front, the
pace and running off the ball
:}’. Q'Connor and Hiitrln_a

:lnai Wil 2

To their credit, Cork 1T
cutscored UCC in the second
half. Rachel O'Shen maki
no mistake from e dod bal

by Fontrin Ma

Boarers for UEE: A O Cannes {23}, K

t Mary’s on the H

* Pictuees Jim Coughlan

Cianl (-1
Melathy (05

f-1 free, 01 4%m}, O
« M Leompy (D=2}, N

is special




Pushison
fofinsh
work at
CastieRoad

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

THE drive to complete the
Castle Road develo nt con-
tinues as the Cork Camogle
Board work to get thelr club
house and changing rooms
and complex buklt,

Last September the budilding
work got under way when
CFicld Construction arcived
on site and since then work
has continued at o steady

il

Foundations were laid,
brick lald and now with all
witlls up the whaole complex
had taken on a superh ook
and a Hfe of its own. It will be
the home of Cork camogie for
many future generations and
it is a credit 1o all who have
worked hard down through
many many years as the
dream becomes peality,

For 111 vears the game has
prospered and thrived in Cork
and the -many voluniary
people who put their
shoulders to the wheel in good
times and bad through those
yvears would be so prodsd today
of where the game they strove
S0 hard to keep going is now
at.

While the board has wel-
comed grants from various
sources with National Lot-
tery. provineial councils and
Jocal council grants all being
wvailed of the majority of the
complex project in also firstly
developing a superh piteh and
now this latest undertaking
has been funded by [undrais.
ing projects. Chabs alse have
rowed in with a contribiition
of a year levy but this isonly a
tiny drop in a huge ccean.

In otder o continue fo fund
the massive undertaking the
Cork Camogle Board have or-
ganised a fundratsing bingo
spssion tomorrow afternoon
Sunday, January 2Ind at St
Finbarr's Hurling and Foot-
hall Club, Togher at 4pm,

They hope that the day will
b a hupe supcess and they an:
affering a prize fund of £2,000
and a guaranteed jackpot of
€500 which must be won on
the day. There will also be lods
of spot prizes throughout the
day as well as a raffle.

With the development prog-
ressing at a great pace April Is
the expected completion date.

Since early this year the
sponeor-a-bieck campalign has
helped ralse a bot for the koard
and they are still asking for
suppaort for this with purchas-
ing of a block

Anybody who does will
have their names inscribed op
a special board in the new
complex, Blocks are €50 each
amd can be purchased by con-
tacting any county board of-
Tleer ar any ciub afficial who
will paint you in the right di-
rection.

- With the huge GAA project
going on a few miles away
from thelr headguarters the
Cork Camogie (raternity must
be congratulated on thelr
huge efforts to totally fund
their own project and they de-
serve every bif of suppo:

rt with
their Intest fondraising ven-

Lalas -l

Winners of the camogie section of the St Vincent's Dave McCarthy Memorial Poc Fada were Trudy 0'Halloran, Michelle Gould and Gemma Lynth, receiving their awards from Frances

MecCarthy, Clir Joe Kavanagh, Cir Mick Hugent and William Walsh.

THERE were changes at the top
table in Munster camogie when
the counties gathered recently for
their annual convention where
they elected a new chairman, vice
chair, secretary and PRO.

Outgoing chairman James Moynihan
from Limerick, having completed his
three-vear term in the role, stepped
down and was replaced by Tipperary
native John Foley. Having served in
the role as vice-chalrman during the
last three years Foley Is an experi-
enced administrator and ready for the
task ahear. _

The sutgaing chairman's experence
will not be lost to Munster council as

B Mary Newman

he has taken on the role of the vice-
chair and will be there o assist John
a3 he settles info his new role,

The Munster Council also ghected a
new secretary with two names nomi-
nated for the role that of cutgoing séc-
retary Fiona Casey from Herry, who
had also in previous years served in
the role of FRO and Bridget Stanley
Limerick. Before the election, Fiona
withdrew her name leaving Bridget to
assume the office.

Outgning PRO Sarah, from Kerry.
also withdrew her name with the only
other nominee former Clare and proe-

Changes at top of
Munster executive

incial PRO Brid MeNamara returning
to the office she previoesly held

Joe O'Donnell, Clare continwes in
the role of treasurer joined by his fel-
low county colleagues Bridie O'Loo-
ney who was elected rogistrar with
Cork Colleges Rob Lotty continuing in
the rode of Development Officer,

The full Munster executive is as fol-
lows: Hon President: Rose Malone,
Cork, Chalrperson: John Foley, Tip
perary Viee Chalr: James Moynihan,
Limuerick Secretary: Bridget Stanley,
Limerick Treasurer: Joe O Donnell,
Clare PRO: Brid McMamara, Clare
Registrar: Bridie O Looney, Clare Do-
velopment Officer: Rob Loity, Cork
Delegate to Ard Chomhairle: Marie
Keamoy, Cork.

Convention made the deaws for the

Fictuee: Mike English

Munster championships which get
underway on February 26 with the U6
competitions.

In U6 A championship Cork will
moet Waterford with the winners
meeting Limerick. In U16 B just Cork

ane Clare will battle it oat for the title,

At minor level, Cork will meet the
winmers of e Clare versus Waterford
preliminary round game,

Cork are Junlor champions and they
will defend the title when they mest
Clare in thelr opening ronnd game, the
Cork senlor team will tnke on the same
uﬁ_nnsl!hm in the Munster champion-
ship.

Az Cork are the only eounty to have
entered the intermediate champion.
shipit is as vei unclear if there will bea
provincial compeatition,

Ashbourne Cup finals to be staged in Abbotstown

WITH the third level colleges season well under way,
thoughts of Ashbourne Cup are foremaost in the
minds of players.

I what is a new departure from normal, the Ash-
baurne weekend will not be hosted by a college this
vear, The superb national sports centre In Abhait-
stoam will be the venue for the event, which for the
first time ever will be hosted by the CCAQ them-
selves. .

“This is nio doubt a huge undertaking but given the
pumerous phtches needed to host both the Ash-
betrrne Cup and Shield geml-Minals and finalz, as well
as the Purcell Cup, it makes perfect sense o go 1oa
venue with such superb facilitbes.

Already two rounds of the group series have faken
place and with I;wnl;;mups of four teams in each
Every game s cricial,

tr?;:ﬂlmn one in round one UCE had comprehen-
siarm repa e e MUG ona 7-27 to 0-1 seore Hne be-

CAMOGIE

o Mary Newman

fore overcoming CIT 315 o 0-12, the clash betweon
CIT and DG was a much closer affaiewith DEU win:
ning oul 1-16 to 04,

In section two ronnd one UL ran out 817 o 043,
winners over MIC whilst WTT hit 3-15 in their viclory
over UCD who were on target with 1-3.

With studeni=s well settled into college 1ife, CCAD
recently held thelr AGM and elected a lot of nesw
faces fo guide the fortuncs of third level camogle for
the seson aherd. Mow in his second term as presi-
deni Stephen Hoary was re-elected to a pesition he
:|r|:|;'5 an active role in.

Helena Jacob was electod as vice-president an ac-
Hve camogle person on and off the feld Jacob has
managed bath Wexford camoegie teams and WIT and

played with her club Oulart-The Ballagh where shi
hies won many honours.

Former secretary Michelle Molloy has slopped
down from her post due io work commitments and
Grainne RByan who lines out with Dubin st senior
level was elected secretary. lan Mitchell of Wexford
wias elocted as assistant secretary with UL and Tip:
perary camogie plaver Sarah Fryday electod trois-
iirer with Duldin and Lucan Sarsfield's Mair hovni-
han a5 assistan reasurer,

_dAnn Marie Guinan remains on b the role of PR
Kilkenny senior player and former Ashbourpe All-
Ellar with WIT Colette Dormer was alocted regisirar.
The development office role has boen filled by Deruks
Forde from Marine Institute of Education,

Round three of the Ashbourne Cup is down for
ilecision om the week starting January 30: UL v WIT,
MIC « UICIy, UL v WIT and MIC v MIC v UCD,

The oierterTnals will take nlaess o Felemme o



Inniscarracamogielis

CAMOGIE

m John Tarrant

INMISCARRA head into a new
camogie season in an optimistic
mindset in the hope of remain-
ing a dominant force in county
circles.

From & productive past year, Innisc-
arra rekindbed the drive and passion
that had already brought them to the
summit in the past on regnining a
hodd of the County Senior Champion-
ship ina memarable campsalgn, ears-
ing manager Frank OMahony pegig-
nition at the North City District
Sports Star Award at a function in
the Makiron Hotel.

During 2007, Innigcarra celebrate
their 50th anniversary, one of the
bippest undis in the country, Melding
two teams at U2, U4, U16, and adult
Teved,

Inniscarra have won 14 count
titles and four Félle na nGael accol-
'miles in & rewarding journay.

On and off the field, Inniscarra
personnel Bave made a greal con-
tribution to the of camaghe, The

Nate Mary O'Callaghan became
national president; Sheila Golden,
county vice-chairperson, alse served
as county chalrperson, county i
dent, amd county seeretary; with Con
Hayes anid Tim Buckley officers of
Cumdann Camdgniochta na nig at ts
formation.

One of Inniscarra’s most famows
players, [rene O'Keeffe, won fve All-
Ireland senior medals with Cork,
with Rena Bockley holding six All-
[reland senfor camogle medals and
11 in lndlies football to become ome of
the most decornted Gaelie playvers in
e psoed e ora.

. Ger Casey enfoved All-Ireland
senior and junior medals and her

_:Tler deanno hnld: two senfor
i

looking to the future

Hﬂﬂﬂtﬂr{ll‘ﬂ'l general

l'I.m
Irsl.nrdhw Clir Jow Kavanagh; Mary McSweeney, chairperson, Cork Camagie Board; Tim Buckley, Inniscarra camegie; Lisa Lawler, Red FM, Inmiscarra team manage-
Picture Jefm Tarrant.

medials

Plaving facilities are key to the
success to Inndscarra camogie.

A hundred years after the first offi-
clal camogie game was played in
Mavan in 1904, a proud day for Innisc-
AFTA 8w camogle hationil presidont
Mirfam Ui Cheallachéin, officially
declired Péaire Camdbgalochin Infs
Cartha in Ballyanly open for busi-
Fiiss.

“This was the culmination of an
extraopdinary feat for the Inntscarea
clul in the historic centenary year of
camogie, the first pitch in County
Cork and only the third in the

country to be dedicated to camogic
anly.” said carrent team manaper
Frank O"Mahony.

“It was the first camogie pitch in
the country 1o be bought and devel-
I:Im:ﬂ to completlon by a camogie

The success rate continues for In-
nigcirra on overcoming deflending
champions Milﬁm-d in the 3016 coun-
r,r SBT3

“Milford we-re secking their Afth
county tithe in a row from a slde foa-
turing established stars, but we were
determined 1o erase the disappoint-
ment of recent years,™ O0'Mahony

irthe athweticiwond
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JENNIFER O'LEARY

2002 & 24 winnes |Bamyroe| Camagie

She's the pnly womantowinthe West Cork Sports Starol the Year fevand twice bul Cork
amogiziepend Jennifr desenss o socher ramiin the bistory bocks after her expiots
Tor Cork. Exght - Stavs andtfour Al-reband wins say it al

Thesa tnysthe Barmyroe worran ves inMiddietownin Armaghand she teaches PE and
Engishat 3 Lowks Secondary StheolinvCamidaraorss, Monaghan

Hawing resined fromvinter-county camogie, she has plyed dub camogiewith Middetown
andiacies foothal with Envayvalle — and this al-round star s also makinganame o hersall

Dur Footbalmanages Cawen Mchialy hasroped a tewol us Inbotalking ur nunning st
mexe sy rdtasanisted s nanumber of coss-ouniny competisons sver 3
Slx-month period, Jervifor said
Terana hes Sham park nunss, rany thes neads anund Bame repeatedly and competed

Mowermibaer, ke nanning but ihis
atfietes who traininthis aneaabout

Four timees.a wook, R wizs 3 baptism ol fire Hinished but can'l say lenjoyed L
Wiehaveaicammaoeinan Likter itermedine-competitioning ewwoda ol
well ghve it ancther goand see what Fappens.”
Jerniler pddert Lirst seasonwasdsappointing
foottall We underachievedinboth, For 200 my goalsare fobuidy
hurgger for Camogie again totest cut other sports indenoy akitle
e ime; i ceriaimdy has beenawile!

sakd,

“In doing o0, Inniscarra clinched
their second cutright title and fol-
L?Tﬁ up on the historie victory from

Substquently, Inniscarra prog-
regsed to the provincial final cnly to
cotme ap shorl to' a strong Burgess,
Duhprea team from Tipperary,

After winning only their second
county title, the big question is can
Inniscarra further elavate their

Eam to the ]mlrr:qnlmd for back fo
ci honoirs.
“The level of co titlon within

the county isin hr high, that's

r Maldron Hetel presents the Nerth City and District Sports Star Award to Inniccarra senbor camegie manager Frank OMaheny in the presence

evident by the sucoess of Milford and
Cork reaching the past thiee All-[re-
land finaks,” sald O'Mahony,

“We've a mix of experience and
new talent, hopefully capable of re-
peating the terrific suceess from last
season.”

m&ﬁuw Lord Mavor Clir Joe Eav-
and Robert McCarthy, general
manager of the Maldron Hotel, ex-
tended congratulations to Inniscarra
camogle and Frank O'Mahony on
collecting the Morth City and District
Sports Star Award in mnjum.uﬂn
wh:l'r Singletons SuperValu,



CorkU16
camogie

panel is
selected

& Mary Newman

THE Cork Under-16 selectors
have heen busy over the
last few wooks as they held
severn] trial pames in the lnmnt
for talent in preparation for
what will be a busy seagon
hid.

Dnce again, Cork will par-
ticipate at two levels, with
teams enfered in both the
provincial and All-Ireland
ch&mpiamhip ai A and B'le-
e

Games will get under way
on Febrary 12 for the 16 A
sgquad, when the Munster
championship starts. Cork
1.-11]: travel !iu 'I-l-f:ltnrlhft';m the
anly preliminary round game
of the championship, The
winners will mest Limerick
on February 36 in the Munster
gemi-final, with the final
down for decision on March

The open draw All-Ireland
championship sertes will not
be geiting under way until
July 2 when exams are com-
pleted, Every competitive
game that Cork can get in
Munster is vital as nothing
bents competitive games,

At this stage, it looks as §f

the Under-16 B squad will
hiave only one game in
Munster as just teo counties,
Cork and Clare, have entered
this competition, therefors
they will contest the final on
March 12.
The Cork management
team — Mike Boland, Panline
{¥Regan and Ger Horgan
— Have announced & panel of
52 players for the Munster
champlonship competitions
and t?zls will be reviewed
again before the All-Ireland
SErjes

Training iz contlnoing
overy Tuesiday and Thursday
in CIT and Is repocted (o be
going exceptionally sell,

The panel announced for
the Munster championship is
a3 follows:

Cista Ring (Inncars). Clara Murphy
tlarngaling), Fons Keafing (Counay
Bgreand), All Smith |Miglejen), Mriam
Cotter [Aghabuliogue), Anna Lucey
I_ﬂu:::imrl:_'l. Oxla mnt:_‘n -!EHMHL
{Fr :}mﬂﬁ finay Niing [Sareids),
Linn O Riniaen (Ghen Rovers), Aoife
'Kl (5t Finban's), Hanrah O'Laary
. Gt Buckhay [Innkc-
MaCarty mrﬂir!n;. Cigra OF Suilvan
WecCartity | ;
Mﬂlﬂ'ﬂﬁ]bﬁaﬂd‘ Crowabiny (K-
i CEond L ran],
Elrlu:lm!l'umh; (ﬂlur?ﬂ-l:ﬁih:f.Emﬂ
Murpily [Biamay). Sardh Shestan Mi
foedl}, Molly Lynch (Sarsdinlis], Sansh
Riche [Kisaghi, Kate Deenicy [Balygar-
Luey Wallnco' {Mickrion|. Hannah
[KHbntshinTimcshsagual, Kala
Ann Cron {Bafincea), Elqéu_l':ﬂllﬁhllﬂ
[HEsagh), Sirasd Mty [Erciskaana),
Cimar Huloy (5! I-':rin.rr'll.:u. Mody B
ro (Camigatica|. Saly Kl
Sirpad O Dol
. hulie Tarranl (Aghaiuiogus)
Doaloy (Ballinona], Jonhitar
¥ [Marney). Claine Bernard
Aus), Evs O Conrce (Bran -
‘8], Alme Kgating |Kédorrery], Eva
n (Aghada), Orlagh Gum-
Aus), Een Muphy (Inniso.
han I:l'l:ldnan'r:n {Courcay

Colmman | -Hmnﬁ.
"Rty {Cmariln), Ko Lo
(52 Finbar‘s), Kallahym Holland
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Iyhaa), Clionagh Casey
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St Mary's, Midleton 1-4

Rice College, Ennis

ST Mary’s, Midleton edged it in a
thrilling Munster Colleges Senior
B League final recently with a
point to spare over Rice College
Ennis in a l:-l:ll‘tt:;gt ﬁln::!tl:;d sup-
porters on the e F seats
to the full-time whistle.

The sides wera evenly matched with
ihe result in doubt to the end — buk, in
the finksh, it was 5t Mary's who held
ok against a strong second half come-
back from Rice Collage.

Some of the Ballygarvan U10 camogie team pictured with their coach F

Sigerson’'s goal
swings the final

CAMOGIE

m Mary Mewman

e —

The teams were evenly matched all
oyer the plich and St Mary's were
grateful to have grabbed the game's
only goal and one that was to proved so
Hi) tant.

*aptain Chloe Sigerson led by
example as she pointed to open St
Marys" acconnt after being denied an
early goal Chloe Neylon levelled
matters for Rice College and with
Chloe MeMamara strefching their lead
they set the early pace of the game.

Ally Smith had the sides level befors
the crucial score came 23 minutes into

L

imtan O'Keeffe at the annual Ballygarvan awards in the Cork International Hotel.

thie half when Chiee Sigerson opled fo
go short with a free and was on hand
for ihe return pass o finlsh high o the
net. As the battle for possession con-
tirmed, both sides added peints to their
tally exch Chloe Sigerson for 5t Marys
and Sinesd Power for Rice Colloge on
target to Jeave a goal buiween the sides
at half-time, 5t Marys 13 Riee College

-1

Ally Smith added a point for St
Mary's at the start of the second half
after good work by Deirdre Corcoran
and this was fo be to their only scareof
the half as Rice College came starmiing
into the game.

Sinend Power convertad o4 1o lenve
o goal batween the sides and, piling on
the pressure, they tested the 5t Mary's

Ficture: Howand Crovedy

defence as the same player added an-
ather poaint for Rlee College Power
conwvieried a free for Rice College with
five minutes remaining.

Rige Colleges battied hard in the clos-
ing minufes bo get an eguallser but the
5t Mary's defence stood firm against
strong pressure to be crowned cham-
pions.

ST MARY'S: K MW Culrana; B Ahama, M Steels, C
Bairy; M Stalkord, & Smith, K Me Evoy: D Corcoran,

G Sigomsn Capt. L Wallsco, E O¥pafie, A MaoGrath;
C\Walsh, RF , H Balion

Bulsac A O'Demendl for Fl Daon finfi, A MoGrath lor
L \Walsh

RICE COLLEGE: M Asughan: 5 O'Brish, E Cahl
E Towery, C Caairy, E Wergla (2L C Towey, G Hars
nody, G r-mﬂnn? Bostang, 5 Powod, B MWarsn: O
WicMamars, Gedering Ghynin, & Linkan

Sl 5 Warran o T Kanngcy

Milford's Fitzgibbon takes over as Rebel minor boss

AS the All-Ireland minor competition enters jts 12th
season, Cork are still hunting for that elusive first
tithe in the grade since the compatition's inception in

2006, ]

o date, Kilkenny hold stz minor titles, followed by
Tipperary and Galway with-two aach, and Limerick
wikh ons.

S0 many times Cork have come so close, losing out
in finals that went to replays, but each season hrings
fresh hopes and 2017 will be no excepiion.

In appointing George Filzgibbon 85 manager, Cork
have somebody who is hugely experienced. A
shrewd operator, George has been involved u:'lﬂ"u ihe
Cork senlor team as a selector during Milford's reign
as county champions where he was a member of Pau-
die Murray’s successful senior All-Troland winning
hackroom tEams.

Harbouring a desire to pet invalved with the Cork
| i gide Georre was selected by Cork todtake the

CAMDGIE
m Mary Newman

hielm this season

So far he has been joined by Frances Killeen from
fallvhea as o sebector while county chamjions Sars.
flebds are to namd a selector 1o join the sofup and i1 s
not established yot iF there will be others joining the
B rooTn Deam,

Mever the loss it's all systems go with the opening
round game of the All-lreland champlonship loom-
ing very close on the horizon Cork will open their
challenge fo advance from their group of the roumnd
robin series of games with a home game against Dub-
lin on Fehruary 18

A weok Inter they face a stern test when they travel
fo meet All-Irelamnd champions Tipperary. HBoosted
by thelr victory last season Tipperary on home turl

will pose a big threat and it will be a good Indication
of Jilst where Corl are at.

Two weeks later on March 28, Cork will have a
home venwe against Offaly and their last game in the
group is on April 1 when they take on Water-
ford. Every game will bevital but if Cork counld get at
least three wins under their belts it would secure a
sembfinal spot,

Agnin this season the Munster champlonship will
not take place until after the All-Irelands series with,
ﬂirk down o play elther Clare or Waterford on Juily

Freparation are reported to have beon going 'l.l;v;\-l:l1
and a squad of 32 players have boon working hard
with several games alrendy played in preparation as
the opening game against Dublin Tooms. .

Whilst the panel was not available for print at the'
time of going to press management will hopefully be
in a position (o announee it to s shortly, ,



laughtneil bid for

treble glory begins

Eoghan Cormican
| (Camogle

Shiughtneil’s hid to reach
thres All-Iraland finals this
spring begins temarrow, with
the elub’s senior cnmogin
tenm squaring «ff against
Burgess-Duharea in the All-
Ireland semi-final (Innis-
ken, Zpm).

With thelr hurlers and foot-
ballers in semi-final action
aver the coming weoks,
Slaughtnetl’s all-conquering
camogle slde will look o el
the ball relling with vietory
ovor the Munster champions,

Bairgess-Ditharra manager
Darrell Tucker says his
players must not get dis.
iracted by their apponents’

i bl story.
o aro & B el wnd
whatithey diiastyear has to

Heroes of 2016 honoured

LAST Friday, a very successful
pwards night for the camogic
and underage clubs took place
in the Parkway Hotel.

Cork senior camaogie star Ade
ife Murray, whose father hails
from Clouncarigeen, was guest
al honowr and among those res
ceiving medals From her were
her cousing Lucy Colling, Ava
Murray and Jazon Murray.

MC Marie Dorgan thanked
camogie chib secretary Deirdre
O Leary and underage club sec-
retary Connic Murphy for their
immense work. Following the
dinner the medals were pre-
sented o the undersge groeps
of boys and girls.

Those invalved with the
bovs' underage teams were
Moel Young, Ger Collins and
Gavin Twohig. Deserving of
thanks lor work with the camao-
gie teams include Geraldine
Twohig, Brendan McCarthy,
Mary Roche, Margarer MoCa-
rthy, Geraldine O'Donovan,
Drenis (¥ Donovan, Deirdre My-
han, Grace McCarthy, Deirdre
O'Leary, Anna O'Nell, Aidan
O'Shea, Tony O°Meill and Marie

Dorgan,

Four girls - Mary Murphy,
Rachel Deasy, Cacimhe Mur-
phy amd Kave O Donovan - won
six cups during the year, inchusd-
iy two titles with the boys. A
special award was presented
o L4 camogic captain Maind
ad Crowley 1o mark her grean
achievements with the Cork
squad. The team of the year
award was presented to the
UL4 camagle team and Leanne
Shechy and Sarah O Donovan
pcceptied this accelade on be-
half of the team.

All of the children enjoyed &
disco after the medals presenta-
1o, B this most successful and
memarable night. E
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be really respected,” Tucker
admitted, *They ame on a roll
and we'll be tryving to stop
that on Sunday. We know the

=0 Wi have to be on
tog of our game,”

The Tipperary cutfit are
chasing their own fairytaie
ending having {inally se-
cured i firdt Muster title be-
fore Christmas - Jenny
Grace, Tara K aml Ei-
mear McDonnell were (o the
fore in their 2-10 to -6 win
over Inniscarri,

“There was massive reljef
after winning Munster,”
Tucker continued. “We'd won
five-in-a-row in Tipperary
and had been knocking an the
doar in Munster for A number
of vears, falling short to Mil-
ford on & couple of pccasions.
It wnes fantasdic to get the win
and advance toa All-Ire-

lanal somii-MNnal. 1 is a hoge
pecasbon for our club, but we
must conceniraie on this
challenga. If you leok hack
over recent years, tho teams
that have come ot of Dlster
have ran teams close,

“There was only & polnt in
it & epuple of years hack be-
tween Eoghan Ran (D)
and Milferd, Last year, there
was nothing in it betweon
Killimor and Loughgicl.
Hopefully, we can keep our
shew on the rosd.”

In the second seml-final at
Birr, the four aldest daught-

ers of former Galway hurler
Michael Hopper MeGrath -
Miamh, Orlafth and

Slobhan - lead Sarsficlds
against Leinster champlans
: asiuwn]ithamalﬁﬁulﬁ'd
thie Farroll sisters Y
ighan, Anna and Elmear

Tan.
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The Kilbree camogie AGM
will take place on Friday a1 Spm
in the club rooms. All parents
and players are invited 1o at-
el

Renewal of clubmembership
and annual lotto tickets mkes
place on Friday from 7.30-9pm
at the club rooms. All members
are encouraged 1o artend.

Congratulations to the both
the ballad and Instrumen-
tal groups who qualified for
the Carbery final of Scér na
bPdisti in Rossmore on Sun-
day evening. Amy Girdwood,
Sinéad Bennett, Giara Bennett,
Eatie O'Donovan and Peter
FSullivan did the elub prood
and we wish them the very best
of heck in the fnall

There was no winner 'of this
wieelk's botto jackpor. The num-
bers drawn were 5, 30 and 33.
The lucky dip winners were
Colman Daly, Kieran Conkley
pd Sean Murray, Nexoweek's
Jackpot will be €1,900,

L e——
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Cacimhe Murphy, Mary Murphy, Rachel Deasy and Kate O'Danovan.
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Slaughtneil's
t_rebuggl]l-ireland
dream lives on

Daragh O Conchiir
| Camogle I S
Sarsfields will play Slanghineil in the ATB
All-Ireland senior camogio final after Niamh
MeGrath sbodted an injury-time point for the
wosterners to give them a 0-8 to 0-7 win over
lemshl:uwnlnﬂr:r a mﬂj]?ﬂ t, while the
Derry champlons pulled off & 3-8 bo 3-8
victory over Burgess-Duharrea in a cracker to
keop their club’s nomarkable treble bid alive.
And in the Intermediate decidoer, Myshall
will continoe thelr remarkable rise, as well
as that of Carlow camogie, by playing Eglish

firom Tyrone.

Slanghtnet] have alrsedy made history by
hagzing senbor mcial thiles in ca i
hiariing and foot and they were full valoe
for this win against quality opposition who
fought all the way to the wire butt could never
got their noses in front.

Burgess had beaten an Innlscarra team
that had accounted for All-Ireland cham-

sphons Millerd to claim Munster honowrs bast
suffered for a lethargic start, In
qnu.ﬂut. Slaughtneil flew out of the traps
and 'lh-ltgﬂ.w them just enough breathing
Space as the '{‘Eperan.r representatives threw
at them.
Theswitch of Lonise Dougan from her noer-
fal midfield role back to a more defensive
proved a mastersiroke as she had a
lufﬂlﬂﬂ- Goals from Mary Kelly, De-
MeGuigan, and Therese Mellon did the
damage ot the other end of the pitch.

< They had & greater spread of scoring too,

with seven players in total contributing,
while Burgess-Dubarra’s tally was compiled
by just Eimear McDonnell (2-2) and Jenny
Grace (1-4 from frees), although Gemma
Grace, Macve Moloney, Ruth Barry, and
& Maher also stood ot

Sarsfields had to come back from a 0-5 to
Q=1 interval deficit to book their barth in
Croke Park

MeGrath, who clocked up seven points,
opened the seoring after 13 minwbes but i
wis ol Thomastown from there to the end, as
Miamh Donnally {twao), Anna Farrell (two)
and Jenny Reddy found the target to give the
Kilkenny crew a merited advantage.

'Hoppar” MeGrath 10 rejuvenate
his charges ai the interval and, with Maria
Cooticy and Clara Donohue to the fore and
Kate Gallagher enjoying s wonderful tussie
with Farrell st midfield, they grinded thelr
wad back into the game with three McGrath

Her sister Clodagh levelled before sho gave
them the lead from 60m, but Donnelly le-
¥ollod with eight minates remaining and,
after an cxchange of points between the two
free-takers. it was 0-7 each entering injury

And if was MeGrath that settied the tense
hattle and broke Thomastown's hearts by
rervelesly con g frodn a 45,



TWO OUT OF
THREL
AIN’T BAD

Since 2002, only Wexford have managed to win three All-Ireland
Senior Camogie Championships in succession, the Model County
achieving that feat with victories in 2010, ‘11 and '12.

Tipperary had managed the three-in-a-row from 19992001
wihile the nothan of 8 county winning winning seven an the
trot, as Kilkenny had done between 1985 and 1991, seemad

other-worldly, It was in this landscape that Cork began the 2016

season, aiming to win a third In succession - something the
county hadn't managed since the fowr-in-a-row of 1970-73,
Cork were boosted in their quest by the retention of the same
mansgement team, loed by Paudie Murray, wshich had guiden

them ta the O'Duffy Cup for thie previcus twd years, though the

absence of star forwand Julla White was a blow while the year
bBegan with goalkesper Aoile Murray - the manager’s siser -
sticking to her pledge to retire after the 2015 season

The positive fram the point of views of the team and
MARSCEMAEnE wWasd Thal Paces wWend ug far grabs in the

naticnal league campaign, where Cork were in Group 2 of
Division 1 alongside Demy, Kilkenimy, Limerick and Waterford
Linfortunately, the opening garme on February £1 agasnst
Limerick in Rathkeale put the Febels under pressune. With the
hosts having a brilliant start, Orla Cotter’s frees browght Cork 1o
within four paints by half-time but Sinédad Mchamara’s second-
Fualf gc.a:l for Limerick was thié crucial 5::¢-n|".~. 1-11 ta 3-9 the final
LS,

A 12-point win against Demy got them off the mark and Katrina
Mackey's goal was key Inthe 1-9 10 0-11 win over Kilkenny
Waterford were seen off by 3-18 to 2-9 10 leave Cork on three
points ahead of the final reund of games, In which they werent
imenlved. & Limerick win over Kilkenny woulbd hanne been
enowgh for Murray's side 1o qualify in second Bt Kilkenny's
Z:17 1o 0-14 win allowed them 1o top the group on scaring
difference and left both Cork and Limerick bevel with differences
of plus-20, necessitating a play-off to see who would reach the
semi-finals,

Mallow was the venue on April 2 but home advantage wasn't

a help to Cork as the Shannonskders repeated their eadier win,
albeit by a larger margin, winning this time by 1-11 to 0-7.
Perhaps helpfully, there wasn't any time for Cork to dwell on
that loss as the Munster championship opener was i week later
and frustrations were taken out on Clare, who were beaten

by 3-21 to 0-10 in Meelick. Mackey scored 1-3, Cotter had five
points and the other goals came from Hannah Looney and Crla
Crronim,

That rmeant a semi-final with Tipperary a month later ag Castle
Road and, while they tralled 0-4 to 0-1 early on, they s00n 100k
command, Cotter and Mackey had points &5 they ked by U4 to

CORK GAAYEAR BOOK 2017 8%

-5 a1 half-time and the final scare was 2-17 to 1-10, with Amy
ir'Connor and Briege Corkery Tindding the nat, Limes ick beat
wWaterford in the other semi-final to set up a third meeting of
the yeat with Cork in Kilmallock on May 21

it would be a ténse and tight affair, with Limerick leading by ©-/
to 0-6 at half-time, Germa OConnor wis superb at centre- back
feur Cark wehille Carter and Eimear O'5ulfivan found their range
While Cork pushed ahead, Miamh Mulcahy had Limerick eved at
0- 10 each with four minutes remaining, but deep in injury time
Mackey popped up with two points 10 give Cork victory, the
county’s 59th provincial Tithe.

Thire was a maonth to prepare for the All-ireland series, wnere
Clare. Limerick, Offaly, Waterford and Weidord wo uld jain Cork
in Group 1, Captain Ashling Thompson wis VEry i presshve s
Cark - with Murray back in goal - began with a 2-16 to 0-9 win
ever Waterford at Walsh Park on June 18, with Cotter scoring -8
while Corkery gat the other goal. A weex later in Phire LI Bine,
Clare were spen off relatively easily, 5-19 1o 0-10 the final score.
Corkery again netted and O'Sullivan and Mackey had goals
within a minute of each other in the second half before Mackey
added two mare, giving her a tally of 3-3

Fermoy was the venue for the third game, and with Offaly
having won their first two games, a tough test was expected
bat instead Cork were again on song. They were ahead by 1-7 [0
-3 at hall-tirme, Orla Cronin geiting the goal, and Mackey and
©'Sullivan also raised green flags, Cotter scoring four points and
O'Cannor three as a 3-14 1o 1-5 win was achisved

A trip 1o Wexford Park would definitely not be a3 easy, and 50

it proved. Cotter and We:dord veteran Kate Kally exchanged
seores for much of pracesdings. and Amy O'Connor's point as
the end neared made it 0-9 each only for Una Leacy to give the
Model County victory, That kass meant that the margin for eror
was absent ahead of the final group game, a fourth clash of the
wear with Limerick, at CIT on July 16,

Cork were better for mast of the first half, but Chiloe O'Brien’s
goal meant that Limerick wene in touch at hatf-time, trailing by
0-11 o 1=5, Cork pushed on in the second period, however, and
Mackey and Thompsen were all among the points while Ay
O'Conner got two goals and Cotter the otherina 3-17 to 1-9
win. Once again, Codk ended in a threa-way the at the top, but
this time scoring difference was to their advantage and 1o they
progressed directly to the saml-finals with Wexford and Offaky
golng into the quarter-finals

after Wesford overcame Tipperary there, they were to provide
Cork’s last-four oppositien in Thurles an August 13. 1t would

Cork Senior Camogie 2016

MCL DIVISION 1 GROUP 2
Lirmerick 1=11 Cork 0-9

Derry -9 Cork 1-18

Kilkenny 0-11 Cork i-9

Cork 3-18 Waterford 2-9

Play-off

Lirmerick 1-11 Coek O-7

MUNSTER S5CC
Quarter-final

Cork 3-12 Clare 0-10
Lomi-final

Cofk 217 Tipperany 1-13
Final

Coak 012 Limerick 0-10

be vary simiar to the previous eéncounter, with two points the
largest lead either side had overs the hour, Gemma O°Cannas
and Thompson were to the fore as Cork led early but Wesfiord
waie level 3t 0-8 each by half-time. in the second half, Corkery
might have had a goal but for a Mags D'Arcy save, however
Mackey and Cotter looked to have done enough as Cork bed by
0-11 1o -9 with Tirme alrmost up.

Kelty and Katrina Parrock pointed to send The game 1o extra
sime and the game was still tied after the first half of the
additianal period, 0-14 each. Kelly put Wexford ahead, bt
Cork's qualities shosm in winming thar kst two Irefands werne
clear 1o see as Cotter, Mackey (twal, Looney and Corkery lafi i
0=15 to 0-15 at the end. The other semi-final between Kilkenny
and Galway also requined extrd tirme, with the Cats ultirmately
advancing.

since that seven-in-a-row, Kilkenny had only won gne more
All-breland, in 19594, but that drought was ended in Croke Park
an September 11, Ann Downey's siche gpot thaeir tactics right,
frustrating Codk, and almost got & great chance whaen Miriam
Walsh had a goal chance Inskde 20 seconds. While Cork did trail
0-3 o 0-1, Cotter, Mackey and OSullivan put them in front, but
it would prove to be the only time they led, Kilkenny ook ower
and though Cork won a 22nd-minute penalty, Apife Murray's
shot was tipped ower the bar,

it was 0-8 to 0-6 for Kilkenny at half-time, and Dénise Gaule and
Julie Ann Malone pushed them clear on the resumption before
Shelly Farrell’s goal on 42 struck a hammes-blow 1o Codk, At one
stage, Kilkenny led by nine and thowgh Cork did réduce the gap
slightly, thi necessary goal didn’t come untl very late when
Catter found the net from a free. It finished 1-13 to 1-9, giving
Kilkeniy their second win of the day as the Cork intermediate
team - alio managed by Paudie Murray = had lost to their Cats
counterparts by 3610 1-11.

Domestically, Milford's quest for five county championships in a
row was ended as they lost to Inniscarra - the 2010 champeons

iry the final a1 CIT an October 29. Captain Joanne Casey Was
putstanding for Scarra, scoring 2-8 in a 4-10 to 2-13 win, wihile
county star Rena Buckley was immenze, as was Liz Hayes at fall-
back They bed by 3-5 to 1-10 at half-time, Casey with two goais
and Treasa McCarthy with the other while Maria Warson had the
Milfaed goal.

Miamh McCarthy had a fourth Innscarra goal early in the
second half but Milford stayed with hem and Ashling
Thompson's goaled free helped them to draw level, wilth
many expecting them to then push on. However, Inniscarra
secelarated towards the line and couldn’t be caught.

ALL-IRELAND SCC GROUP 1
Waterford 0-9 Cork 2-16

Cosk 5-19 Clare 0-10

Cork 3-14 Offaly 1-5

Wexford 1-9 Cork 0-0

Cork 3-17 Limerick 0-9

sami-final

Cark 0-19 Wexford 0-15 (aet)

Final

September 11, Croke Park

Kilkenny 1-13 Cork 1-8

CORK: A Murray (0-11); L OSullivan, R Buckley, L Treacy; M
Cahalane, G O'Connar, P Mackey; O Cotter, A Thompson; E
OrSullivan (0-1), H Looney (0-1), K Mackey (0-2); A O'Connaor,
O Cronin (1-2. 1-1f), B Corkery. Subs: L Coppinger (0-1) for L
osullivan (48), ) Hosford fior Cronin (57).

Referee: E Cassidy (Derryl.




Jennifer O’'Lear

The voice of experience tackles the topics that matter

My top ten players of all-time

Six Cork camogie legends make the cut in this ‘who’s whn list of GAA greats

THE Sourkern Star Sports Edi-
tor certainly knew how to blaw
away my January cobwehs,

*1 want to ko who yosr fop
ten camogie players of all-time
were,” he sail,

There was nio time for enter-
takning those January blwes, it
wis straight down 1o business
= and this wasn't an ¢asy job.

In the end, | got there, my
top ten, and my search criveria
wis simple: cach and every one
of them had that star qualicy,
the magic, a drive and deter-
mination to achicve their masd-
marm potertial, and their list ol
achievements is staggening,

In total, my top ten have won
68 All-lreland senkor camogie
titbes between then. [ know it's
not all about winning - believe
me, I'm well aware of this = but
this group of women are win-
ners because they are specinl in
g0 many different ways, Enjoy.

{All-Ircland senior camogle
medals won in brackees.)

Ik, Sandie Fitzgibbon (G)

A speedy and athletic mad-
fielder and centre back, Sandie
wiould have played on Cork
teams in the 19806 amd 905 ancd |
remember going to Cork games
and being excited 1o see her en-
gine on the pitch. My first real
encounter with her wasin 2000
when she was a selector on the
Cork senior camogie manage-
ment team. | was just starting
out and she had this ability o
make vou feel so welcome and
relaxed. She may have been
quite petite on the pitch bur
her work rate and natural abil-
ity stood out a mile, A mlented
individual, a team player and a
Cork camogie legend,

9. Therese Maher (1)
Therese was a player who
Was gl.'l&l.‘:me-l:d to b on the
opposing Galway team come
keague and p, year
in year out. She perssvered in
the game for 16 years until she
finally achieved her goal of win-
ming & senior medal in 2013, 1
admire her never-give-up at-
titude, her mental strength and
h‘h'-’{“'kﬂ:ﬂ cmming back year
l“ﬂ‘ M | rﬁpn: h“;ﬁ'!ﬂ

o g T

her in the process. She had a
major impact on Galway's win
and will remain a well-known
centre back for years 1o come,

8. Kate Kelly (4)

Kate is o native of Wexford
and a name that is synonymous
with top quality camegie, Some
people sy she plays like a harl-
or=1 don'tguite know what they
mean by this, girls are hurlers
and can do everything a’ man
can do i the game, but 1 think
they are trying 1o emphisise
honw Fluid amd natural her swing
is and how efforibess her play s
Kate s still playing today at a
very high level and achieved her
ndrith All-Sear [ast year,

7. Awife Murray (6)

Anextraordinary goalkeeper
with incredible reactions, Aoife
feels no pain; she keaps across
the goal-mouth; throwing her
bosdy like a puppet into the air,
often landing heavy on the
ground, but she won't winee
once. I've seen her application
o improving her game by iniro-
ducing various training meth-
ods 1o progress minoe aspectsof
her game in order to make the
major aspects work for her and
the team. A true professiomnal,
she's the best goalkeeper in the
Rame,

G, Briege Corkery (G)

Bricge was recently named
a5 one of the greatest GAA
gportspeaple of alltime, along
with the fantastic Hena Buck-
lcy. Bricge has 17 inter-county
All-Ireland senior medals to
her name for both camogie
and foothall, but if you had a
conversation with her about
thaze achievements, she would
quickly ry anmd deflect the atten-
tion away, She doesn’t look for
praise, she trains harder than
anyone | know and has high
expeciations of herselfl in both
codes. This constant search
for betterment is what makes
Bricge so successiul, and her
mdesty allows her (o remain
grounded and focused on what
really marters. Her ability to
suddenly change a game with
her solo runs at immense pace
is what makes this plaver so
exciting 1o watch,

Clearing her lines: Cork goalk

5. Gemma O'Connor (6)

A rock zolid individual in
every way, Gemma is a stalwart
of camogie and & girl [ had the
pleasure of playing alongside
at inter-county level for many
years, Gemma las it all: skill,
power, intelligence, stamina
and sheer determination, She
has managed o balance her
tough job in the army with the
demands expected of you at
senior inter-county kevel. Gem-
ma has achieved 0 much and
will continue 1o play for as long
as her body will allow it She
looks after herself so there's

siill more 1o eome.

4. Mary 0'Connor (6)

Mary is 3 legend of the pame
and a credit 1o the game of
camoge, not just in her deco-
rated playing days bat now akso
in her progressive role within
the Camogie Association, Her
unbelievable point scored off
her weaker side in the 1997 6-
nal in fisll Might froam S0 vards
out s a talking point for those

A f
pruf%nar
Aoife Murray,
isthebest

goalkeeperin

oife Murray, ﬁ:madhxﬂmhﬂwmﬂ—ﬁﬂmmh :g,ﬂnﬂ
Kilkenny, is desaribed as the best Huh.lﬂ'mhy our columnist Jennifer O'Leary, an eight-time camogie %
time AB-Ireland whinner.

wha mention her name. [ knew
her as the solid and depend-
ahle centre back and remem-
ber talking to her following her
retirement where [ asked her
to reconsider her decision, She
certainly had a majer impacton
me a5 3 plaver growing up and
wias someone | wanted o
emulate on the camogic pitch.

3. Fiona 0'Driscoll (G)

Il never forget the 2002 All-
Ircland final when Fiona was
on absolute fire; | wis there on
the pitch alongside her, She
was completély revved up and
if she got her hand on another
few balls they would have cer-
tainly had goals written all over
them, $he scored a har-trick
that day, and while she was
always known as ‘the pocket
rocket” with an incredible firss
touich, she really shone brighter
than ever on the field of play
that day. Fiona wis awdsome,
an accurate free taker with a
bvw cemtre of graviry and n re-
ally driven indivedual, When |

think of Cork camogie and its
successes, | automatically think
of her.

2, Kathleen Mills {15)

1 never caw her play bur she
had 10 get on this st She was
a name | had seen and hieard
many times before in camogie
circles and T was taken aback
when 1 researched all that she
wafi with her county, Dublin,
Karhbeen Mills playod from 1931
until 1961 and her collection
of 15 medals putlines just how
good she was. With a carcer in
camogic spanning a 20-year
pn-_rd.shruug:rdl.‘dumtﬂ

the greatest players of all-time
and noother player i camagie,
hurling or football in an indi-
vidual code has equalied this
record. She has been compared
1o legends such as Christy Ring
and Micky Eackard = that high-
Kights hivw gifed she really was.

L Angela Downey (12}
A twin whose sister Ann was

also a great tabent in the game,

Angela Downey is a spores-
woman who resonares with me
mest from oy childhood days,
Maybe it's because she alzo
played in the forward Hne like
me and I recall watching her
an TV ré-runs when | started
geiting interested in the game.
Angela's inter-county career
spanned over 25 vears and she
muade her debut on the seaior
Kilkenny side at commer forwartd
at just 13 years of age. While
this would never ha.'p'puj i,
it ceraindy did not happen woo
often in the past - that shows
what a serious wmlent she was.
She was lethal in the forward
line and could easily put teams
away in the first half. She is fa-
mous for her camogie prowess
'«'-utmmaﬁ Irrnﬂ*:l:r r'l.'ilr:nﬁ‘mh-:'r her
&k & W H

1o Mhnﬁﬂpmﬁum
a goal in the All-Ireland finalt
5|'H.?'l-'di||$ the m'l.pltir_ pﬂckagr
@& a camogie plaver, displaying
Eﬂﬂ'ﬂ and a fierce athletic

Bame and



made
towork for
their title
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Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal,
Blarney 3-13

Ard 5coil Dungarvan _ 4-7
{after extra time)

SCOIL Mhuire Gan Small,
Blarney added to their trophy
haul securing a Munster
I18% title to g; with their
Cork Colleges Infermediate
chnmplenship tithe which they
wan recently.

Inn & game that went down o
the wire, the Scoll Mhuire Gan
Small girls had fo go to exira
time before overcoming the
challenge of a strong And Soofl

iingarvan side.

It"s to their credit that they
dug deep to fashion out a
three-point win in a game that
could eazily have slipped
away from them in the open-
ing 60 minutes,

With 12 of thelr side on the
(116 team that had 1ost sut ina
final earlier in the week the
Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal side
haed tofocus and they had to be
at their best against a Dungar-
van gide that started the game
well with two early goals.

Seoll Mhuire Gan Smal
difdn’t enjoy the best of open-
ing halves as they struggled to
get into the game scoring only
one point from Plﬂi’r

Four pointed frees from
Orla Cremin and one from
Emily Buckley saw them stay
in contention and trail by just
thres points at the break 2-3 to

0.

Seoil Mhuire Gan Smal dug
deep from the restart and
Began e second hall well and
an excellent goal from Hollie
Fitton and another Oria Cre-
min peint edging the Scoil
M huire girls into the lead,

MNow in the driving seat,
they pushed for more & point
from Emily Buckley and a
goal from Orla Cremin
giretched the lead and with
Jen Murphy, Alsling Buckley,
Eve Mullins, Aoife nin; Et-
mear O Reilly and Emma
Murphy all werking hard they
woere in good position.

Howeser, Ard Scoll Dungar-
van were pot going to die ea-
sily and they grabbed a goal in
the dying seconds to level
matiers and bring the game (o
gira me on & soore Hne of 248
o 55

Ard Scoil Dupngarvan
started extra time as they
began the opening half as :abﬂ
struck for and early goal
added a poini.

A great point by Fiona
Bourke and a goal from Orla
Cremin hod Scofl Mhuire Gan
Smal back in the game.

Amidst huge excitement
and with the game thers (o be
wor, it toak three long-ran
fresss from Plaver of the Matc
Emily Backley to seal the win
for Scoil Mhuire Gan Smal.

Huge credit must go to the
plavers and management for
feshioming out such a tremen:
dous wictory.
'I'!Il'lﬁfﬁhinha rafl :-:: :‘M
mmnent, graeal or
Cork caumogie.

AS THE evenings lengthen,
thoughts inevitably turn to the
fields and the countdown
is well underway to the retum to
the action for the Cork teams as
the throw-in for the Littlewoods
National Leagues beckons.

Cork will again field two adult teams
in both league and championship with
the second feam participating in the
Division 2 league amd the intermediate
championship,

Pamdie Murray i3 finalising a Divi-
sion 2 selection committes, while the
atrength and conditioning for both the
sonior and Intermediate teams will ba
averseen by Liam O'Reilly. To date,

case with the Camogi

the All-Trela

was Tipperary mentor Biddy Ph i1
El:uml away in July, 2000, and the 6
mily

in har memory.

Cork's Caroline Sugrue with Niamh Sweeny of Kilkenny battle

Plans for coming
season shape up

FROM little acorns m?fnﬁﬁtﬁuﬁﬂﬁe::u:hhwﬁ
hﬂ% Iﬂﬂm“TaaﬁnHﬁhdﬂ :?;wugrﬁ ﬁnlm*—cuun y
B e o
e i e supocrs o th e

donated a trophy for the legends tournament

By now, the murnm&n:hlla.d bw:;me an ul.'fiﬁi:rz
competition, promoted Camogle Associi
and Eeumr eounties such as Antrim, Galway and Lim-
eriek are taking piart in an event which 18 now played
o the weekend of the All-Ireland Club finals.

The tournamoent 18 a great opportunity for pasi
players to take to the field again and indead over the

e

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

Sean Cremin and Mossie O Sullivan
are ot Board and Paudie is expected to
announce a full management team in
the coming week.

Their league campaign promises fo
be a tough one, as participating in
group twe they will have five games
and, as has happened so often in the
past, Cork seem to have drawn the
short straw with only two homes
games and thres away. The away
pames are 1o Kildare, Westmenth and
Antrim and they will ba at home 1o
Galway and Armagh.

Last season, Cork did not participate

m Mary Newman

it out in last year's intermediate All-reland final. Whe will make this year's decider?

in the earlier stages of the league dur
to controversy surrounding the re-
grading of players. However, they did
participate in the last two games and
were comfortable winners,

Later In the season, they enjoyed a
superh -:hau;f ions hrw campaign
reaching the All-Ireland final where
on the day they most deflantly should
haee taken the honours in a game they
dominated for 50 minutes before they
allowed Kilkenny grab the initiative.

February 19 is when it all begins
again when Cork host Galway the fol-
lowing weekend it's off to Westmeath
and there 1% a break until March 12
when Cork host Armagh. March 19
will see them on the road again when
they travel to Kildare and on April 2
it"s ol to face Anirim for the last game

Picture: INPEO/Danall Fame

thelr leagmer campaign.

Championship will get underoay on
June § and, again just an observation
here, Cork will have five more games
and yes vou guessed correctly, they
muist travel for three of them.

Surely the powers that be should
have ensured that out of a total of 10
games, fve in the leagee and five in the
championship, Cork shouldl have had
five ai home and five away. I is ludi-
crons o expect a county to travel Lo six
games and only kave four at home, bt
[ smppose nok Tﬁﬂ-'ll FISES LS M,

June 10 and Cork host Galway in
round one, then it's off to Carfow on
June 24 and on July 8 Cark hit the road
again for a ieip bo Meath,

On Jitly 22, Cork head to Laols and
on Awgust 12 Cork hest Down.

Camogie Legends tournament has grown with success

CAMOG ment over & aumber of years.

[l wilst battling ness Kathbeen Hned out In

g year har

wears & lot if former inter-county players still active
at club level have played and this is ralsing the sian-
dard ton very high level, Former Cork greats such as
Elthne Duggan, Ger Me Carthy, Viv Harris, Denlse
Cronin, Linda Maollerick, Mags Finn, Fiena O°Dris-
coll, Irene O'Keeffe, Paula O°Connor and Sandie
Fitzgilbon have all participated.

in 2016 and this named in memory of one of Cork's
late great players, Kathleen Costine, who passed
away In 2015, Kathleen was an inspirational person
and plaver who participated in the Legends Tourma-

paal for the Cork Legends and gave an in j
display in her spot befvwoen uﬁ posts. ﬂ?&ﬁﬁﬂ
wr Cork hurtlnﬁnﬁagkwm ].'Imrinl: )
athlean was a won ul person &n i
oo ko pe a prent friend
Galway's Sandra Tannion bécame the first player
to pecelve the award Last year,
Cork amd Tipperary are joint leaders on the roll of,
honour, Kilkenny took the Biddy Phillips Cupin 2001

g Cusack,

Such was the ing intérest in the competition  but Cork were to the fore in 2002 and 2013, The three
m shiokd competition was introduced in 2015 with An-  ina row was st by Tipperary, who were thrilled
trim winning It in 2005 and 2016, to bring the traphy named after one of thelr finest
A Player of the Tournament awnrd was Infroduced. home in 2014,

They made it back to back thiles in 20015 and last
season Galway won it for the At time: Its time to do
it all again and the call ks going oot to counties to reg-
Ester for what is sure bo be another great weelkend, '



head to
Waterford

CAMOGIE
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THE first Cork team o take (o
the (eld on the fnler-county
stage in 2017 will be the connty
U116 A side whio head to Wator-
fisrd Institite of Technology
tomarrow for the preliminary
round of the Munster cham-
plonship.

The Kebaols have o meeting
with Waterford where a
throw-in tme for the game
has, of yet, 1o be Mnalised.

Since early January the
Cork meniors have had 50 U168

ers I tealning.

ith two U16 squads cur-
rently participating inm
Munster and All-Treland
champlonship competition,
the workload is huge.

For tomorrow's clash the
Caork backroom team of Mike
Boland, Ger Horgan, and Pau-
line O'Regan have selected 24
plavers to iravel from their
training panal of 50 and
through the campalgns this
will change from game to
game as thoy ondeaveur to got
the balance right.

The first day out i= always
|1.-:||1il. bt Cork have preparsd
wll

They are current Munstor
champions following & great
campaign in 20016, but once
again the elusive All-Ireland
=il has vet to be caplured.

Whilst the Munsier cham-
plonship is played on o separ-
ate bagis to the All-Ireland
series, i will help the Cork
mentors get the best possibie
15 onto the feld and ensure
they are ready for the All-lre-

nel aeries.

Waterford school have fea-
tured prominently at collepes
levels in recent months with
Ardl Seoll Dungarvan and Ur-
sullne’s taking the spoils, add
in the suceess of Gaultier who
ware crownetd Munster Inter-
mrliate club champlons and
vou have a county where the
E;Eue ks most defianily on the

l:nrli. Pavwe namoed @ 24-playar parksl
Tar claah ns Solows:

Divin. Creewén {Binreary), Lins O Ficedan
1R Prorsprn), Wity Lyrch (GarshakT s,
Alne O°Asgan (Inniscarea), Clara

(Tl Finn {Fr
Oededdl's], Cliona Dooley (Ballinors),
Emma Mgy (Gilen Mivdm). Harrah
CLoany (Baltmcoligl, Sally MeCafivy
PEHdarray], Fiona Koalieg |Courcey
Fiorens|, Abna Kuiing [Sareleld’’, Ciar

ha {Eine G, Limea :
Gligra O’ Loary {Ballpghran, 2j, Al
Srwdih | . Ay Ortdall (5 Fin-

bair's), Cinm Py [Inniscarrs), Miskam
E;?Ir [Aghatmliogue). Casey Tolsman

Meanwhile, Maitic Don-
nelly has been ruled ottt af Ty-
rone's Allianz League clazh
againsl Dublin at Croke Park
this evening,

The two-time All-Siar suf-
Fered his seeond concussion in
seven months during Iast wee
kend's 0-18 6 1-9 opening
round vietory over Roscimn-
meoak i Gl

Donnelly has been exelwbed
from Mickey Harte's match-
day panel for the meeting with
the raiguin: hidigneand All-
Ireland champlons at head-
funriers.

THIS is a first for camogie as the
new National Sports Campus in
Abbotstown becomes the first
venue outside of a university to
host the Ashbourne Cup competi-
tions this weekend,

The weskend will be a busy one for tho
CCAD organising committes, as also
an the calendar of events ape the Par-
cell and Fr Meachalr cup competi-
thans. During the last week the com-
mitiee recelved a huge boost with the
announcement Irish company Cual
Sliotars are the official sponsor of the
Azhbourne weekend.

Speaking ahead of the Ashbourne,
CCAD President Stephen Hoary ex-

Hine Crowley and Emma Sharpe, CIT, watch as Amy 0'Conner, UCC, shoots, in 3 match last manth,

B Mary Newman

pressod his delight at the development.

“We're thrilled to have Liam, Rejll
amd the team at Cil Slistars on board
05 associated sponsors for Ashbourne
witekend. They have been working
very clasely with camogie clubs and
produce quality products for onr
games. We are certain that this |s the
=start of & long and fulfilling arrange-
ment for us all,”

Close om 400 camogie players will de
scemdl on the Impressive new centre an
Saturday alternoon for the six seml-
finals {n the three competitions. Many
af the players in action are already in-

Abbotstown host

volved in inter-county camogie while
m‘gllnl of players Itl:"will m? huge

2gE o represent twelr =R an
such a prestiglous stage.

Down through the years, many
players have made the break t
to inter-county camogie thanks to
thelr efforts in Ashbourne and Inter
county mangers will be out In force
kewping an eve on procesdings.

Last season UCC wine piped at the
death when a last-gasp goal gave UL
the title after UCC looked (o have done
onough. This year's semi-final draw
has pitbed thaom on oppasite sides UCC
tnke an WIT &t 2pem, with UL inaction
against UCD at .'!Jma.

Cork are well represented in the
semis with TCC Belding a strong shde
thit will feature All-Stars Katriona

Picture: Jim Coughla)

Ashbourne Cup

CAMOGIE

and Pamela Mackey, Keeva MoCarthy,
Lauren Callanan, Niamh McCarthy.
Jonnifoer Hosford, Orla Cronin, Amy
Q'Conmor, Hannah Locoey and Mesbh
Cahalane. Cark interest on the other
teams includes Cork full-back Laura
Treacy who lines out with WIT. Alsoin
the WIT line out are Kilkenny duo Ju-
liwanne Malone and Denise Gaale. To-
morrow, all eves will be foensed on the
Ashbourne, Purcell and Meachalr cup
finals and the Ashbourne shisld final
where CIT meet DCLEL
It’s been 14 years sinee UCC ware
victorious, can they breach the gap?
It's down to the last four and having
alluﬁﬁd up last year they won't want to
the same mistake. This vear Dr
Wesley O'Brien is at the helm and he
has his skie in top shape.

Coachford College 2-7
Sacred Heart, Clonakilty 1-1

COANCHFORD COLLEGE retained the Cork Post-Pri-
mary Camogie Junbor A tithe as they overcame the
challenge posed by Sacred Heart Clonakilty in Castle
Romd recantly.

Coachford started well with Leal DMneen convort-
ing two early frees before Masdhbh Ring, finished 5
tong range clearance from Marguerite Lyons to the
Clmmkmﬂm-l.

Clonakilly dug deep and responded with o Katelyn
Dineen point and they worked hard to stay in touch.
Julie Tarrant and added a point to the Cogchford
tally before fhe break amd it wis still all fo play for s
the sides took the fiell for the secand half

Roisln Dallea, Hannah Sexton and Eimear

Brien battied lard for Sacred Heard bot with Charea

m Mary Newman

Ring superb for Coachford at centre back driving her
sides forvard the Mbd Cork side were'on 1o,
Clonakilty's Katelyn Dineen sent a close in free to

the net but with Ciara Ring adding a goal and fwo.

points to the Coachford scoreline they were bn the
elriving seat. Comchfond defenders Brid Cotter, Enwer
Barry Murphy and Miriam Cotter were solid and re-
linkle and dealt elficiently with anything Clonakilty
throw ot them,

Time oui of number Clonnkilty tried to set up al-
iacks bt ihe Conchiord stde were focused ob the job
in hand and with Ciara Ring, Mirlam Cotter, Mar-
guerite Lyons and Leah Dineen 1o the fore they re-
talned their crown whilst Hannah Sexton, Katelyn
Dinesr amd Claire Kingston battled to thee fnizh

Champions Coachford College retain their crown

Sacred Heart 'Eh}ﬂh!‘l!?'.

Coachford, having alrendy wan the Monster Jun-
tor A plate title where they overcame 5t Joseph's
“Tulla {the school's senior squad), now turn their at-
tention to thair hid to retain their Cork Senior A title
when they mest rivals 5t Mary's Charleville nesxt
week in what promises to be another great en-
counier.
mhwﬂm b2, L Denaee 84 M Rireg 10, J T
bt g e b
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launch of the Littlewoods Ireland Camogie
Geary, Littlewoods Ireland ambassados and ex-Cork camogie player; Siobhan Flannery, Cffaly, and Sarah 0D, m

Mational Leagues were, from left:, Shelly Farrell, Kilkenny; Kelley I'II;EPIS.

=

Lo p———
back in the Tinal of the
O'Neill’s Post-Primary

Senfor '\ Camogie

1-14 1o 1-8 victory over
Presentation Athenry.

A few early points from.
Eimear Keoghan, who also
registered thelr goal, put
them on the front foot early.

ip after their

The Mick Dunne Memorial Award for PRO of the Year at the Camoqgbe Association Valunteer and Media Awards in Croke Park was won by Shirey
Moloney of Cork. Included are Camogie Association president Catherine Neary and Moira Dunne.

Picture: Inpho
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CIT dlaim™
first ever
Ashboume \
Shield

cIT 1-8
Dcu 0-9

A GREAT day for CIT In Ab-
bottstown as CIT caphuved (he
Ashbourne Shield with a polnt
fo spare over DCL 0o tough
hard encounter that went
dowmt B the wire:

Hatie Coughlan opened
scoring with a CIT goal cru-
clally the score that would
give the Cork College the
cushion they needed as the
presgure came on, Kaitlin
Hickey and Rachel 0'Shea
kepd the score board Heking as
DCU applied huge pressure
and polnis Mom the i were
enough io keep CIT In touch to
the half thme whistle.

On the urn over Wexford's
Linda Bolger polnited to
siretch the CIT lead Kaftlin
hickey added point bt agaln
DEW replied with a point.
Bolger converied a CIT froe
again [ responded with Ei-
mear O Rellly on {arget.

With the pressure on, DCU
pressed for an equaliser bat
with Jess O"Shea and Kaitlin
Hickey poiniing. CIT
stretched their lead to three.
DCD mdded twoe poinks from
OFReilly to their tally just one
soparaied the sides. Bat Kait-
lin Hickey added a point to
thesr Glly amcd dheey hobd out to
take their first ever Ash-
baurme Shield amid bage ool
ebratlons led by the hard
working coach Barey Day.
Eecores bor CIT: K Coughlan -0, K

4, L Bolger 0-2 {0- 10, J OF Feea
B4 R Shea D1

DU E O Rty 0-7, C M2 Crodann 02
UL 2-8 UCC 1-7

UL retained their Ashbourne

Cup title as they defeated UCC

for the second year in row in

dreadful weather conditions

in Abbotistown.

UCC pot off o a great start
with a Lauren Callanan goal
bat it was quickly cancelied
out with Ercena Lny grab-
bing a UL goal in the sight
minute. Aoibheann Malone
cdged UCC back into the besd
and with Katriona Mackey
Fn::ll-dn_ljnu a free they ook the

Carton and Bodsin Howard
gave U L the upper hand but a
Hannah Leoney polnt before
the break cut the deficit and it
waig UL wihs licld a glendor 1-5
b B-4 half time advaniage.

On the resumpdion, Carfon
and Mackey converted frecs
but a Casimhe Lyons goal
right minutes into the hall
g UL s massive hoost after
Beth Cartons attempt had
hessn blocked.

Again UCC battled back Kn-
iriona Mackey polnting twao
froes.

Twice UL were denied by
the cross bar bifore Aolfe Me
Grath and Patrice DMegins
with points last in the game
enslured hearitbreak once
again for UCC.

Scorers for U L: B Canon 0-4 50-3), E

R it A e o ) e

WCCI K . L Callanan 1.0,
M Ly 4 Mo 0]
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Minogue takes
the plauditsin
DIT cup victory

MAYHOOTHLUMNIY 1-E

PURCELL CLIP FIMAL

DIT were made to dig deep.
hefore emerging victorious
in a tight Purcell Cup Final
at Abbatsiown.

Melissa Lyons was
excellent here for Maynooth,
bt was edged by player of
thi mateh, Aoife Minogue.

Faints were traded before
Minogue got a geal from a
free and followed up with a
pafnt from o 5.

There were four points
between the sides when
Lyons hit the target three
times to get that down to the
minimum, making it 1-3 to
O-4 nt halftime. And the
Kildare starwasn't done,
slotting an cqualiser after
the break before smashing
the stkotar to the DIT net.

Maynooth were unable to
deny Minogue thowgh and
she shot some remarkable
prints b reel in the defieit

and DIT to the win.
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FUTROOTH UNITRSITY
i D At 1
St G Denssgiar.

UL retain
Ashbourme
Cup

B Univesaity OF Limarick
retainad the Ashbourne
Cup and mada [t fwo wins
in throe seasons whan
recowaring feam the concas-
sian ol an early goal 1o
rmdudawmﬂﬂ-ﬁm&i
whctory evar Lindvaraity

tega Cork at Abbolstown
yestomlay.

This vwas a rapeat of last
year's final, where UL
anaiched the famed
fram thedr rivals® grasp wil
an injury-lime goal fram
Laura McMahon, but thono
was no need or such A dra-
mikic imervantion this tmea
mma:ﬁbﬂﬁm'n Erpana
Fryday Caoirnha Lycns
proved the diferenca,

Moanwhile ihe Ash-
bourne Shlald will spand
tha year at Cork [T after they
adged out DGLU 1-8 o 0-5.
Scorers for UL: 0

LG -

ASHBOURME CUP FIRAL

UNIVERSITY OF Limerick
retalned the Ashbourne Cap
after recovering from the
concession of an early goal to
recard a deserved victory over
UCC at Abbotstown.

This was a repeat af lasy
year's final, where UL snatched
the fnmiesd trophy from thelr
rivals’ gracp with an injure
time goal from Lavra
Mebfnhon but there was no
need for such a dramatic
intervention this time arcnnd.

Lauren Callanan fourd the
net for UOC soon after the
throw-in bt befors long, the
Shannonshders were ahead, as
the plaver of the mafch Ereena

WE DIDIT:UL's Aoife Keane and Patrice Diggin celebrate their Ashheurne Cup final win over UCC (UL 2-8UCC 1-7) at

campaign and she brought ler
tally to three poinls as &
ﬁl‘lﬂd U & two-poink il

break, 1-5 to 1-3, with 150C
also missing n penalty,

After the break, Cagimbe
Lyons goal proved decisive for
UL Katrina Mackey got UCC
back to within a point before
Patrice DMggin grabbed two
insurance scores for UL
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Frytry. CLyerss |l e R W A oGt
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the Matiomal Sports Campus.

Kathleen Woods u 2d as President
Elect of Camogie Association
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CORK ladies dual star Rena
Buckley has been appointed
captain of the Cork senier
camogie team for the new season.

The Inniscarra p r. who played a
key role in propelling Inniscarea to
senlor county glory last season, 18
thrilled to receive the accolade for the
H1T season.

“It is a very prond moment for me. [t
is a great honour both for mysell
personally and for my ciub Inniscarea.
It i= a hnge Honour.

= | am delighted to be bestowed with
the capiaincy for the season ahoad, We
guffered a disappointing end to lnst
season (losing in the Munster saries)
but we are hopelal of & suceessiil
eampaign this yvear,” revealed the
talismanic dual ace.

Rena plans to return to camogie
training with the Cork senior téam
thiz week, She won't return to the
football fold wntil a later date due to
intense college and work
commitments at prasent.

Rena, whe plays her club football
with Donoughmore, admits it can be
tough combining both codes,

“It ean be tough alright. 1 su.ﬂ:up-use
when you are in school o In college it
{5 easier as vou have more time to
commit to both codes as opposed o
when vou are working it 1s much
irickier.

“Thankfully I have been very
fortunate down through the years to
have had wvery consideraie
manegement teams for both club and
county who have been 8o
aecominedating towands my dual code
needs, :

“ATl the various managers | have
had the pleasure of playing under over
the vyears have heen really
understanding which has helped me
play hoth football and eamogie.”

RKena is lavish in her pralse for the
role Ephie Fitzgerald has played with
thi= Cork senfor football ladies team
gince he topk over from the previous
managerial incumbent Eamonn Ryamn.

Rena was impressed with the
smoodh transition in the management
spft-1i.

~Ephie had a really tough job taking
gver at the =tart of last year from
Eamann whe was a brilliant manager
for 15 for & niimber of years, Eamonn
wis a superb trainer.

“Ephie settlod into his new role with
great case. He brought in great
assistants with him such as James
Masters and Derek 0'Gorman whe has
sarved as the goalkeeping coach. while
Michael O'Carroll has come in as
strength and conditloning coach.

“He has assembled a greatl
backroom team, while he maintained a
link to the obd regioe by maintaining
Frank Honohan, Pat O'Leary and
Bridget O'Brien which was greal.

“The atmosphers in the L'i't‘ﬂla I8
great, We enjoved a great season st
year and hopefully we can enjoy
another geod campaign this season.”

The Cork senior Indies footballers
have captared the All-Ireland senior
foothall championship title in each of
the 1mst six seasons.

Ren, wha has played an integral
role in every one of thelr triumphs,

far 2007,

-

puts their upprecedented success
dawn to hard work.

s success i definitely built on

hard work. No matter what time of the
year be it January, April or August, we
are training hard and I think that
shows when the giimneas arg saMnEtimes
in the melting pot as we drive on anc
grind out a parrow win. We irain in @
very diligent fashion,
“The offort everyone puls in is umreal.
[ suppose another factor might be the
guceess we have enjoyed in recent
years gives you the con fidenee antd
solf-belief to win even when not
playing to your full poiential.

“In my opinion it all comes back to
being difigent in everything we el

sile work hand in training and we all
mind oarrselves off the pitch. That has
hesen o big Peclor inoour suceeEs.”

Rena was guest of honour recently
at an awards ceremony held in
Skibbereen in recognition of thelr LI&

Rena Buckley was outstanding for Inniscarra when they denied Milford a fifth successive county. As a result Buckley ks the Cork captain

The 0'Danovan Rossa U16 ladies football team with Cork dual star Rena Buckley.

team elaiming county glory last sei-
gom. Renais thrilled with the riseé in
popularity in ladies football
thronghoait Wist Corke

“Wech Cork his alwiys héen a wery
sirong arca for producing top quality
players from 4 male perspeciive.

“It f= groat to see in recent years that
1adies foeothall Iz coming on in major
airiiles

PThere are more clubs starting up in
the area which helps ensire mong
competition and more players playing
which = gt

“There are a number of new playors
on the Cork senior sguad this season
wha hail from West Cork and Beara
which is great,

“They have madebig impacts so far

“ 411 the new players wh Baye coma
into the sqund this saason ave very
hiright futures ahead of them.”

A fopmer playing collenme of Rena’s
was Castlohaven native Nollaig Cleary

Rena new Cork '
camogie captain

Fictuee: Lamy Cummins

@@ Success is
definitely built on
hard work.

who, for o number of years, was the
gtnndard bearer for West Cork ladies
foottall, Bena has great memorkes of
playing alongside Nollaig

"She was an outstanding player and
a great role model. She (s a great girl,
hugely commiticd to football,

=sShi: §5 o proud West Cork woman.
She was 1 greal plivver for Cork.,

=11 was a jov 1o play alongside her.”

Rena, who slong with Briege
Corkery hokd a record 17 All-Tnelaned
seplor champbonship titles amassed in
bath eodes, still rebains the hanger bo
achieve more in her incredible clregr,

“I really enjoy leading a henlthy
lifestyle, 1 really enjoy Lhe comg
plement of it and the crale is Beally
supert. I8 is o mix of everything:

“It i really rewnrding to Gake part
wilh a great group of girls and e ijoy so
much suceoss,

“T will keep playing whila T stlll
enjoy it.”




Sarah’s coming home

Innishannon woman will line out for Dublin in Sunday’s national league opener

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

ON Saranh O°'Domovan’s Twit-
ter bioaraphy, it reads #5econd
BChance #Sunday,

Not many people pet o sec-
omd chance to play camogic at
the toplevel - butthis Innishan-
pon woman has, with a differ-
cnt cowenty, and she's grasped it

Back in 2005 when Fiona
O'Driscoll was in charge of the
Cork senior camogie team, 5a-
rah was brought into the set-up
but these days she lines out with
Dublin, having swapped Rebed
red for light blue,

This Saturday in the open-
ing round of Litthowoods [re-
land Camogie Leapwe Disision
I, Sarah and Dublin travel o
Leeside 1o take on Paudie ¥ur-
ray's Rebels, the lamer smarting
from relinguishing their All-
Ircland crown to Kilkenny lass
September.

It's the first time Sarah will
have played agrinst Cork on
home soil,

' expecting o warm wiel-
come!” she bhughed

‘It will be weird, my Brst time
going home wo play in Cork with
the Dublin jersey, and [ hope |
don’t start rearing “Come on
Cork!” during the game.”

The mateh isel§will be a test-
ing examimation for Dublinand
their new manager David Her
iy, who ook over in Seprember
2016 from Shane O'Brien, the
man who invited Sarah into the
sef-up i lane 2004,

‘Cork are back training since
December, thoy have decided
1o take the league incredibly
seriously, they have done a lot
of work,’ explained Sarah.

‘In previous yvears Cork
wouldn't have taken the leagise
as seriously and saw if as a
chance to blood new plavers,
=0 you might have an casier day
gokng doven w Cork.

T expect them to show ex-
acily whiere they are now, which
means wie will have a tough day
of Saturday - but I think that’s
a o] thing for us.

“We have a new manager in
Dravid Herity, e has put ina
lot of work with us over the tast

few months but ir'svery hard vo
kv where you pre uitil you
et agame likoe this. This will be
an eclication for us to see how
musch we have come o in the
kst few months and how much
wardk wie ieed 1o do to compete
in this year’s championship.
"We want to go out and win
it bt Cork'are smarting and
hurting from last September.”

o

Sarah (32) plays her club
camogie on Dublin's northside
with St Vincent's and she’s been
beaming in the bright lights
of the capital since 2013, but
sl hasn't lost any of her Cork
AcoCn.

It's as sirong as it was dunng
thiedays che spent here at home,
playing semior, juniarand minor
camogie with Cork, as well as
making a pame for herself as
captain of the Irdland LS soc-
cer team that competed at the
3002 European championships,

A baw praduate, she couldn't
resist the lure of the big smoke
four years ago, leaving lnnis-
hannon and leme behind her.

Currently working as (e én-
gagement & communications
Read for the Mark Pollock Truwst,
she had thought her camogie
days were behind her.

In recent vears and before
the move to Dubdin, she lined
out with Cork City Women's
FC in the Women's National
League = but once settled in
the capital, a friend (rom Bal-
lygarvan, Emer Dillon, con-
vinced her to sign up with St
Vincent's. [t was the start of her
second chance,

‘Emer was playing with Vin-
cent's, | was lnving an the South-
side and 1 should have gone to
Ballybaden because they would
have been my closest club,’ she
cuplained,

‘Ballyboden had a monopoly
on the senior championship
and Emer convinced me to go
northside (o Vineent's to help
break the hold of Ballyboden,

“We pot o the county final in
October of 2014, and logt, That
week, Shane O'Brien, who was

Cork need more competition

Cork need mare compaetition fior places i they want to reclaim the
O'Duffy Cup this year, according to former Rebel senlar and cusrent

Dublin star Sarah O Donovan,

Then three-in-a-row chasing Corkbost the All-ireland senior cham-
pianship final to Kikenny last September in Croloe Park, and In the
curtain ralser that same day Cork’s intermedlate day also lost thelr

All-treland final to the Cats,

‘I think Cork stretched themsehes too thinly st year trying to win
two All=Irelands In bwo grades on the same day,” O'Danovan sakd.
‘They had such a small pool of players that there was very little

competition for places,

‘They nead more competition for places in training and i they can
create that competition again they will win the All-ireland.’

Geary s

Ciarén Gallagher

Annm Geary bolloves hor
formar Cork teammatos to
bounce back from their All-
Ingkainad MNinal loss to Kilkenny,

Throc-In-a-row-chasing
Cork lose by four soiniz to the
Cats lnat Seplembor. Pandie
Murray's slide retnrn o com-
potitive action on Saturday
agidnet Dublin i the opening
round of the Littlewoods
Hatlonal League,

The Ioss marked tho sixel
i the Rebels fndled to elaim
a thrme-in-a-row since ihe
coitnty bast achioved the feal
b i E5T2 en rande o s Tourth

tithe on the Bounet the Tollow-
Ing yeark

While Geary does not be-

ligve the pressure of clhiming
i1 thired tithe on the spin was to
bBlanie for Cork's loss, (hae M-
ford woman reckons 1t may
have been a disiraction. She
2ald; *I know the players in
that camp, they weren't focs-
ing on three in a row... but
there is same part of you it
is thinking about il "
Lirary, ﬁl:r‘l of the Cork side
that Tost the 2007 final to Wex-
ford, having claimed back. o
back titles. =afd: "Paaple
would be Iving and plavers
Wik e Byinng i iy sadel thand |1
wasn't fnotored In,., Perhups
outEide the camp it war some-

out with Cork at senlor, junior and minor grades.

taking over the Dublin veam,
rang mec taask moe vooubd [ comee
in for a erial with the county
texm.

‘It's something thar 1 hadn't
thought abewr,

*l rang dad at home and he
said, “Well, Cork acen’t look-
ing fior you, you're 30 years of
age and they're very unlikely to
come loaking for youagsin', He
todd me ta go for it

“When Shane O'Bricn came
in he had massive backing from
the county board, he brought in
an entirely mew culture.

‘Dublin went to Cork in Joly
of 2014 to playin the champion-
shig and they lost by 37 poines;
they were beaten out of the
gate. That was my background
to Dublin camogie when Shane
asked me to come in,

“We put the head down in Dhe-
cember 2004 and Jamaary 2015
and then we played Cork in Par-
neell Park in February where we
list by five podnes - ot that was
a 32-point turnanound since the
previous meeting.

“That was the start of eve-
rything with me and Dubdin, 1
saw that they were on the right
track and that it was a cause to
commit i,

ia == SRR F R R TR

Sarah had effectively retired
from camsqie without acieally
saying it.

Soccer in recent years had
aeen her veer sway from camao-

thing that was belng men-
thonetl, but it ks very hard not
o let that flter in. You're only
humsan and you can have the
bist mental boughness in the
world but when it comes to
All=Treland final day and
yon're thinking, *God, this
could be our chance o win
three in a row®, then it may or
may n affect you"™

Gieary specilnles thit Cork
may have peaked too so0n
ahead of their final defeat (o
Bilkenny. Just three points
separated the sides hefors
Cork’s effort faliored, with
Shelly Farrell's 42nd-minlo
ponl and the loss aof Gomma

FConnor to a secand yellow
Kttt klvicrnste el

2ie - but Emer Dillon, 5t Vin-
cent's and Dublin offered her a
second chance,

‘When | was writing for
The Exarnimer and The Even-
ing Eche, warching marches
in Croke Park and in places
like Macroom and Milford at
games, | was retired and hap-
py. sxid Sarah, who was also a
sports pournalise in a past life,

*I think that winning 0 much
with Cork when | was younger
gave me a sense of accom-
plishment and I thowght it was
enough, that | was done with it.

"Gending the opporiunity o
play camogie in Dublin and
in Parnell Park and get that
chance to reimvent mysell is
why it was so attractive. This is
ey second chanee.

[n 2015 and 2006, Sarah has
lined owt for Dublin and she
made such an impact in ber firse
full seasan that she was nomi-
mated for an All-Star award in
2005 and won the player-of-the-
match award in the infamous
‘coin toss” game between Dub-
Hr and Clare that summer.

She's enjoying évery mament
of this scoond coming with Dukb-
ki,

Twoukd be different toalot of
people,’ Sarah said.

‘| grew up with Briege (Cork-
ery), Rena (Buckbey) and Anna
(Geary), played with them,
they're friends of mine and they
are also synonymous with Cork
GAA - but they would consider
it akien vo even think abawt play-

1 just think overall, Cork
will look back on it disap-
pointed because Kilkenny
were the hungrier team buoi
Cork boaked flat,” saikl Geary.
“Mayhe they ftrained 100
much, that’s something that
they're going to have 1o look
f, buit getting o an All-Tre-
lnndl finald 2111 means that they
weren't (oo far off.

*If thiey can replicate whil
they did Imst year and jusi
twesk oo or (o things o
they'll definltely bae there or
therambatrts dgain,™

Geary is-backing Murray's
sjde to get back on treck s3ari-
i with Enlklhllt;v': Ienghiie
opener against Dublin, “Cork,
il tommy thad 1 Eroay esisa of

ing with another county.

‘Because 1 played soccer for
s0 long = and with soccer you
can play with numerous peams
and put on different jerseys
= you end up committing o &
team culture father than an em-
blem or o crest,

‘When | was playing with

plays with Dublin is pictured

at Littlewoods
Camogie Association’s launch of the national

Determined: Sarah 0'Donovan (32) made her comeback to inter-county camogie in 2015 with Dublin, having previously line

Cork City or Ballincollig «
whatever team, you buy ini
the team itself rather than th
AT

‘In Dublin everyone was s
welcoming, 1 bowght intd teas
cflture and whar the team we
trying to do, rather than th
colour of the persey.”

e

Big launch: innishannon's Sarah O'Donovan, right, who

and the
Aleo

leagues.
from left, Shelly Farrell (Killkenny), Kelle
:mm{mm{mm

dor and ex-Cork camogie player and Siobhan

faly)

the girls that [ played with are
=1l there and they're & real.
lomt mench

“If anyihing, ey won't et
that Knock their confidlence.
T qed H ot 5 resnd i vstme 0s

(O

[Photo: Brendan Moran,” Sports fi

ays Cork can bounce back from final los

Anna Geary: ‘C
will be there
thereabouts ac
this year.” g

drive thom on;
£ BEDE
Murray o use
leaguie “az an
portunity for ¢
sithon ™,

"Bring «r
playiers in and
periment w

playors and worry about
formance rather than whe
or not they're winning
]-;:-Lnj.* Hames. " aajd

Littlewsads IreEland amhs
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Cc_:rrk
minors

playing
Dublin

CAMOGIE
@ Mary Newman

IT may only b the third wee-
kend in February, but it's
champlonship time

First into the All-Ireland
ring are the Cork minors.
They play Dublin this after-
noon in Mallow, at Tpm.

1'% a eurtain-raizer o the
Littiewoods Division 1 clash
betwsen the same conntkes.

What a pity we coaldn’t
T had all three games this
avening in Palrc Ul Rinn,
where the hurlers meet Duab-
lin in the Allinne league, bt
guch are the fortunes of the ca-
mogle plavers,

They are alwavs the brides-
maids.

Cork are bidding for a first
title as the minor competi-
tion enters its 12th season
since the age limit was
chan o 18 from 15, in 2006,

Kilkenny have landed six
mipar titles, followed by Tip-
perary and Galway with two
ench, and Limerick with one.

o many fimes Cork have
come &0 close, losing finals
after replavs, but esach S&ason
brings fresh hopes and 2007
will be no exception.

Greorpge Fitzgibbon is the
mian in charge this year and
haeis huapely experienoed.

He has been nvalved with
the Cork senior {eam as o se-
Iector since Milford’s reign as
colnty champlons,

He wias @ member of Pawde
Murray’s successiul senfor
All-Ireland winning back-
DOtk

Darsire

Harbouring n desire fo get
inwvolved with the minor side,
Fitzgibbon was selected by
Cork to take the hedm this sea-
son and preparation has been
going exceptionally well and
they are lepking ahsad with
huge expectations.

H i3 poined by Frances Kill-
eon, from Ballyhea, and the
experienced former Cork sen-
ior selector, Billy Dillon; from
Ball¥garvan, along with
Frank McCormick, whao is re-
sponsibbe for fitness

Grainne Fitzgibbon is team
MLASSE1ISE.

The first championship
garme s alwayve a hard one to
call; bat home advantage is a
boost, and given that Cork
have been based in Mallow for
thelt preparations, it will bea
settled and familiar atmos-
phere for the pirls and men-
tOrs,

Cork will not name their
starting 15 until just befors
thraow-in, bt we can expect
Ruth McCarthy, Aoife Hurley,
Hatle Walsh, Lauren Homan,
and Sanirse McoCarthy to all
b in the mimming.

Dublin will be hoping to gel
their campaign off to a good
start, as 15 ciubs are repro-
santed in thelr panel of 32
players apd their manage-
ment team of Robbie Lewis,
Joe Leonand, John Meagher,
Miall' Mullen, and Georgina
MeClelland has prepared its
charges will for what thoy ex-
et will e a tough encounter, |

e
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The Mick Dunne Memorial Award’s PRO of The Year winner was Shirley Molaney, Corl,

e
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with camogie president Catherine Neary and Molra Dunne.
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Ballincollig ladies
back under lights

AFTER alapse of a year, the Ballin-
collig under lights senior camogie
tournament is back up and run-

ning again.

It wag lannched recently at the Ballin-
collig Gad club where the draws were
macle for the thes which feature Dhoing-
Ias, Ballygarvan, Ballincollig, Glen
Euwrg:. Saraflelds-and senior B club
Elre

. Since the fiest mwm“l:l?ur:f in 2004 the
competition has prov great pre-
season games for clubs getting hack
into training a5 the main aim is to get
teams back onto the playing flelds, The
family of the late Brendan Butler have
come on board sponsoring a Cup for
the competition and this adds to the

CAMOGIE
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restige of the event to have such a
utitul teophy for the winning team.,
The late Brendan was an offlcer of
Ballincollig Camogie Club when he
Ea.u.-nd away four years ago, He was a
characier in the club and always
had a word for everyone and he |s still
fondly remembersd by evervone in the
club. His wife Liz and fwo daughters
Kate and Anna were present on the
night to present the cop to the club.
Their support has given the com-
ptition & boost, Organdsers from the
Baltimcollig club were present on the
night and vice chairman Breda Barry

weleomed everybody and outlining de-
tatls of this yvear's event to a large
gathering at the lannch of the fourma-
ment at the Ballincollig GAA club.

“This is an ideal spportunity for
clubs to get their season up and run-
ning, this year we have six teams, five
senior and one senjor B competing,
and sinee the tourmament began clubs
ook forward to it every year and we
thanks all the clubs for coming along
and making the competition so special

“At this Hme of the year, it is all
ahout getting back info training and
with each club guaranteed a minimum
of three games 1t will help enormonsly
a5 clubs are trying to peiting back into
action and get the feol of the pitch alter
the long winter break.

“| am sure that which every elub

comes out on tap this vear will be
closely watched to see can they minke it
to the top in their respective cham-
pionship campaign,”

Breda thanked the clih for allowing
the competition go abhesd under Hghts
and paid tribute to the Butler Gamily
for their generows sponsorship,

Round one gol under way on Weedl-
nesday with wins for Earaficld’s over
Efre O, 25 to 158, and Ballygarvan gof
the upper hand, DovElas 1-0 o 0.4,

FIETURES
WEDMHESDAY: Balincolis v Qlon Mgragrs, §30pm:
Ewn Oy v Balygaryan, Bpm
Mareh 12 Dyl Olien Ao, 8 305 Bt
cofikg v Sarstnid s Bpm
March B Dougies v Sarshobe, 830 pm: Eim Og s
i Picasel, Bowen
dareh 15: Bafrcolyg v Balganan, & 3pm

Cork intermediates open league campaign tomorrow

THE first game of the yvear for the intermediates in
Castle Road takes place this Sunday af 2pm as Gal-
way travel to take on Cork in the Littlewnods Divi-

sion 2 Mattonal Leagne. o
Having retained all bar one of kast vear's side that
roached the All-Ireland fnal, Cork will be looking for
a-good league campaign and no dogbt the ultimate
goal will be to reach Croke Park again and make
amends for losing out in a final last season that was
1eft behind. Leah Weste, Amy Lee, Niamh O'Keeffe
Finola Neville and Linda Collins are amongst the
plavers who should be in the Cork ling out, as well as
Lanren Callan, who enjowéd a great Ashbourme cam-
paign with UCC, and former sénlor Claire Shine,
who re-graded fo intermediate and is back playing
camogie,
Pamlﬂ Murray is again at the helm of both the
Division 1 and 2 teams and training has gone well.

Cork are in a tough group, away to Kildare, West-
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mieath and Antrim and at home to Galway and Ar-
migh. Every game i% erocial and Murray's charges
having the experience of last season behind them
will be resdy for whatever is thrown at them.

With the senior side fielding a very strong team
today for the opening round of the Divislon 1
meational League asminst Dubling a lot of the DAvEShen
2 players will not be plaving twoe games over the wes
kemd and that is important thai they are firesh and
realy o go,

Galway have promoted the successiul All-Ireland
winning minor manager Lorraine Larkin to pubde
the fortunes of the DHvision 2 side this vear. Gerry
Helebort from the Ballinadreen b has taken on dhe
raie of team coach and they are joined by selectors

Kevin Connolly and bMarie Porter, with Liam Walsh
also on the back room team.

Galway are capiained by Lerraine Coen from 59
Thomas’s club. Amongst the players who will travel
to Cork are Clicdhna Walsh wiee was a member af the
DCU/SE Pat's team that won the Fr Meaghar Cup last
weekend, Patricia Menning, Karen Eennedy, Mokra
Connaughton and Michelle Skehill. With Sarsfield’s
contesting the All-Treland senbor elub final there s o
great buzz around Galway and they are determined
to Bulld on the suecess of thelr minors and bring
thaem o the next level.

Last season, Cork travelled to Galway anid res-
orded a 0-16 fo (-89 victory. A result that gave them o
Mace in the All-Insland final. Galway will be ot to
renverse that regult and get thekr leagise campaign off
o @ winning start but Cork will have other ideas.

If you have a frée afternoon fomorrow head (o
Casthe Fomd amd fend your support to the Cork glils



ﬁ THE BIG INTERVIEW
THE KIERAN SHANNON INTERVIEW

Despite winning 12 All-Ireland medals herself, Ann Downey has

always lived in the shadow of her sister Angela, one of the

greatest camogie players of all time. But returning Kilkenny to the
top has secured her standing as a special figure in her own right

The good gets bhetter

B Woll, Shem, is this the
[ i ane or e bad ope®!™
i i Doviwney was just 2 schaool-

1]

girl when the man
infamously walked info
her father’s bulcher shop
and crudely hlurted out a
distinction that, In her
innooenoe, she had no fdea
exisied.

Up 1o that podnt, she hadn®t seen hersell
as any worse than Angeln and Angela
1l:'r|.-:l|:'1 seon hersekf as any botier than

nmn.

That's the way her father saw it (oo, or
atbeast that's what he'd tell his insensitive
cusiomer for the benefit of his bushing
dlanghtor

“Ah, now, they're equally as good, ™ he'd
eny, trving 1o Laaph i off, but once the man
finally went about the rest of his day, a
certain realisation davmned on Ann. Why s
someong asking that? [t wonld be wrong to
say 18 soearned her but fair to say it stung
hier. Bt was oase thing to be largely known
a5 Shem Dovwney's daughter. another now
to have to live In the shadow of her sister,

Such would be her twin's pre-eminence
ovier the years, any mention of a Downey
from Kilkenny inevitably triggered a
cortain st name

=1 ployed sgquash for Irelamd," says Ann
matter-of-factly, “and [ could be upin the
hieart of Protestant Relfast in a hoat elub
ansd someono would gay to me, “Thanks,
Angela Angela never playel squash in
her 1fe and they wouldn't have seen
camaogle by their lives, Even i they had
heard of the Bowney sisters, Angela would
spwring 1o mind a lot quicker than Ann.™

Angela Downey wasn't just a “good
ong”, She was the Great One. Shem
Downsey had the distinetbon of marking
Christy Ring in the 1246 All-Ireland final
and then beating him and Cork a vear
later, yet Shem would come to be a bot
more familiar with camogie's equivalent
of Ring, considering she lived in his ovwn
Tz, For miore than i decade thers, from
thve el "T0% into the early s, people used
to routinely load up in ears and buses on
September Sundays to head to Croke Bark,
Just to sepwhat Anpels Downey would and
could do, the way Railway Cup finals on
51 Patrick's Day was a pilgrimape for o
previous generation, flocking to catch
Ring in ile fhesh.

Ann Downey would turm ont not tobe “a
llf_lll o0y Shie wies winning All-Irelands ai
17 anel still playing in them at 42 Just like
her sister she'd win 12 sonlor All-Irelands
with Kilkenny, as well as seven club
All-Irelands, nine league medals amd thres
Player of the Year awards. As o back and
midflelder, her job was more to avert any
danger, while her slster's uplront was to
pose i Wers hor sister anyons other fhan
the best to ever lace them up, Ann would
be remembered as a Tonsis or Mare O 86 1o
Anpeln’s Dnmdgh.

Instend. she'd to sotthe for being Venus
to Angela’s Servna. Even on two of the o
cislong she walked awny with the Player

of the Year award, she'd to share the
honour with her sister, the pair of them
having been declared joint winners.

Moro necent evenis though have surely
secuned Ann Downey's standing as a
b and special figuire in her own right

Wien Kilkenny were looking for somi-
ope o peanage the couniy team (o help win
theele Orst O Dafly Cup since Downey hers
galf lifted it in 1994, they turmed to her. The
so-called bad one would prove to be the
right one. This weekend, when Rilkenny
commenee their National League
campiign, they do =0 as reigning leagse
anel Abl-Ireland champbons,

Dowmey wonbd be the first o say IWsa
team effort, generously naming through-
oult our eonversation a range of people in
heer managoment sefup as well 35 several
nthers who'vie hel it. Comor Phelan, the
solector and coach, would be one of tloss,
bt when e himsell was interviewed for
thie recent Kilkenny GAA yearbook. he
coatld onldy rave about the person wha
brought him in.

“Ann Dovwmney, What o woman, Hearton
sleevie Huge passhon, Lives i anmd breatlies
i, Phope calls at 11.30pm o midnight,
talking about this feam or that player.”

Taking andd making calls concerning
piayers is central (o Downey's approach o
management, Texting her that youi can’t
make training 15 unacceptable, Ring her,
Hait if your're strugeling with anything,
ring her then as well, She'll e there for
you, or af least ind somceone who'll beabla
1o help.

“1 would say, in falrness to the girls,
ihvey respect ma becanse they know [ dan’
do the shadow bexing thing. If you have a
problem, tell me. Just don't tall me a e

Back in her playing days. you woukin't
even think of someone else’s emotionil
well-being. Yoau took care of yoursell and
that was it. There wore nd teaim mmlihﬁ.
e arm-araiid-the-shoulder chats or a fol-
low-ip call checking in to sed how yau
Wera,

Even as one of the team’s leaders,

Kilkenny boss Ann
Downey celebrates
at the final whisthe
against Cork in the
All-Ireland camagie
final at Croke Park
last year.

Dowmey wasn't exnctly looking ouk o see
how some rookle was acclimatising to the
satup. Her clubimate Maring Downoy - no
relation, though Ann jolkes she was allow-
ed to bo a first consin when she played well
— teelis the story of the first time she came
up to training. Ann Downey's first
interaction with her was to'bark for her to
go back belind the goals and puck back
ot the balls.

“You were &1l individuals ™ concedes
Anm. “You went totraining, then yvon went
o Delaney's fora bag of chips on the way
home and then you went heme.” Now you
have b e much mone sensitive aboul &
player's mental healih, especinlly when
vou're the minaper. 1076 oneof the reasons
why she bronght De Feppes Heffernan on
beard her sotup. A player could be struggl-
ing with the stress af ann ing exam,
Al o sinpe Laul;];mr F WikR
strugeling with the b upof & ralation:
ship. He was there to hear and guida them
becawse she was willing to care,

*“Thent might o & girl who I Enow fsn's
pood enough bo make the 30 but I'd still
Foep ber on for the year bacass i) would
bsx Iver mental health. This vear
we colld have 35 or 36 players amd T'l say,
‘Loak, you might not make the panel. vou
cin go if you want, but you'me more than
wilcame fostay and learn and yvoull get
ihe same coaching as everyone elae, ™

Her duty of care extends bevond that.
Back when she and Angela ware growing
up in Ballyragpet, they could go 15 min-
ites pucking along the main street
h‘l.fhul:l:]m'-rin.}; to bot acar pass. Now thore
are all kinds af diziractions, ke other
sports, J1s, Facebook, Snapchal, Instas
ETAM. ..

“Noa're trying to get them fo realize that
social media ain't always 8 good thing.
‘That they conld be out socialising anc then
di something 2tupid and it's thene for Life:
down the road they could be looking for a
joland all semeane kas todo is pall up
their Faceboak. Wu‘r:djmt educating
thiem to be carefil. And to remember,
they're Feprosentatives of Kilkenny."

Even someons as mature and as
mentally todgh a8 Downey has Keenly {elk
hewwe testing and torbalent life can be. Five
vears ago she lost her job. Sl wias site
manager [orthe wasie management
company Greensiar whien she was todd she
was one of 19 people around the coantry
heing bot go.

=1 suppese it wis & ferce dent to your
oo, your confidence. We were making
maoney, gosd mongy, but suddenly they de-
cided to make cuts amd 1 was the only one
Lot goin Eilkenny, You'd questiom your-
self, "What was gaing wrong? What dicl Tdi
wrong? What's wrong with me? =1 fotmd it
hard. For four months there you had no
e KA
peaple. WD il D Wi .
Thera wore times when you'd find it o
fo ot out of bed.™ g

Like 5o many things though, in the long
term, it would work et fine: Tho rival
wishe company fn town, Doheny Wheel

Bims, rin by Martin Doheny. rang and
seskoed i she'd like to meet for linch. When
i et Tor linch he askod ifahic wanted a
Joh. Mow slve'd want o work nowhers else.

“The time was dving (in 2013,
aged 81 he had bean sick for awhils bui
woonby learmed n month beforehand that
fie had cancer. Two wetks - hefore he
pereed aoway, T had gone into work and
Martin Ltdndmlglmﬂm Joan were there mﬂ
thiy gald, ” are you doing hera? G
vome.' Sol was able to be there for the last
two weeks of Dad's Iife which was a huge
comfort for him because he'd got to the
stitge Wwhene he didn®t want to be alone. 1
wbon't think 1 woubd have beon able todo
fhant if T had been with a bigper company.

“It's the same with the camoghe, Belore 1
foak the Kilkenny job, 1 had the conver-
gation with Martin, ‘177 mean taking

at work, EFmight be missing. He

sald e had no problem at afl. Whisn we
win the lepgue final last vear, e rang me
while I was still on the plich in Thokles.
‘Ann, take those girls ont for a meal and 1711
st it ot with you." [Tove going into work.
1 couldn’t be happier there.”

here's a kot of poodwill
ﬁélﬂhﬁi& for hir and
BN CAroEie
tenm, ghe fimds.
Through the vears -
Dovamey was also over
thie team in 3008 to 2001
- Brian Couly hias al-
Witys been happy to
come in fo talk to the
team. Whenever they ve ashed for a pitch
on the men’s cenire of excellence in
Ernnimsore, the men's coanty board have
never refused them, Their own camogie
baard regularly bosk aut fhe pitch in
Jimes Stephens when plenty of othar
counties are scrambling arcund for some
place to train,

The Kilkenny public has embraced the
team since it wonld have caught the
climax of last vear's semi-final agains
Galway In Thurles as the eurtain-radser 1o
the men's epic All-Ireland semi-final
replay against Waterford. Thanksz to thetr
penerasity and the girds' own creative
wavs of fundraksing, the team will be able
to gooon o holiday next woek for four days
i Malaga. Back when Downey was a
E:-E:-'El‘, she and Angela wore sometimes

wited on oo few trips abroad on the roat-
tails of o travelling men's teim, but there
was never anything for thelr teammaies
something ke Malaga I= progress, she
sup Bt there's m Tot mony that could
Tt for the girls, A lot, 1ot hiore.

It would be nice, for instance, if the ca.
mogie association would donate some
thing townrds a boliday fund. Downey
knows it"s hardly awash with money i‘ml
mm]mk‘l::ir; of gpastimre, even £5 000 wounkhd go
B Ty, 4
is more assertivi. “Back in our time, whon
vt got toan AlkIreland, you got a hig and
you got your tracksuit. The giris won't ae.



cept that now. They want training gear,
they want food their drinks after
training because they e aware of what the
lad= are getting.”™

Something far more lundamental e
feels has fo be tackled by the WGEPA, the
Camogie Association - and the GAA itz
Too miich remaing the sama.

“Even when we were winning eluhb
All Trelands, we'd have had fo ba aff the
main pitch by 7pm for the lads. And that’s
still the caze today all around the country.
you'll get the odd club like Shelmaliers in
Wesdord where there's a good pitch [or

feam but that's the exce 1
know from he;pirgmy own club only a few
voars ago we'd either have to train early
on the good pitch or else use a small
samn-:ﬁl.:e fch ﬁl they were after i
picking the stones off. There was no 54
thing as us saying “Well, this week we want
to be the ones training at 7pm and the lads
can go at Gpm.” Because we're not fully
part of the GAA. We're a separate identity.

“From juvenila right up to senior, girls
are not being treated equally, It's a case of
“You're on that pitch, vou can't have this
%E&hﬂﬂhﬂutﬂmﬁgunrmw y
i ar el o pitch.

“I don’t Hike it. It's not right, in this day
and age. I'd love to see the see the GAA and
the camogie amalgamate. [ really wonld. 1
think camogie and the GAA itself would be
much the betier for it.”

Shie tiarns 60 this vear bt ale’s strik-
ingly fresh and active. She still i bkt
af aquash, wilks the amd
finds mentoring this Kilkenny team
energises her'a 1ot more than it drains her.

Again, she’ll stress, it helps to be sur-
roamclsl by . Like Conor Phe-
Lo ] Paddy Mullally who would have
won All-Irelands in the early yEars

And als in the background to help
out is Angela; she was part of the back-
FOOTT Of finkal day as well

Phey reas close a5 twins " Ann
D e Dol Auitrs v Rids re

nearly a5 if they were hier own; the only Ann Down Hurling Giants series of books. Eighteen of
m.:jlly mlngsrm-mhmta chat i= when “,,ﬂmﬂ the 19 Al Trelands Ann won were with

she fakes a call from her nephew who is All-Iretands at Angela also on the pitch, but it says
studying in UCC. " somethingabout Ann that it was the onein

Ann 't mind that Angela was 17 and still which Angela wasn't ihere that informesd
viewed as the best player. She understood  playing in them  most of her essay for Fullam.
thai Angela was a genius, while she was ~ at42. “The biggest d intment was the
more & workhorse. There was no one ¢1s€  Picure: Pat Moore  treatment of Angela by Central Council
they'd rather go into the arena with. and someé of hier self-professed fans who

first time we were separated wais suspended her in 1288 [for the All Ireland

after our Inter Cert. Our parents said that club final],” she'd write at ihe time. "Mo
we were all going to hoarding schoel in boees of any game oottld ever come near the
ﬂn]]nn.IﬁajE'Hn.thntmn'lmuw = profound sorrow 1 felt for one of the
happen for Ann.' 5o Angela and Maria greatest players I'll ever have the privilege
went to boarding school and 1 went back to to play alongside.
Castlocomaer. Bt actually, a friend of ours She still stands by bt In the semi-final
who was the principal at the Ume saw that win over Killeagh in Cork, Ann had
I was lost srithout her, He safd it to my been invalved in a bit of "handbags" with

nts wha then tobd me I was going to an nppndh'lgglarer."l‘ha b of them fall

n after Hallowesn. I told them 1 to the grounid and when Anpela ol
wotldn't but sire once [ went to bearding anather belt, one of thelr menbors roared
sehool, that was the making of me. Be- in, telling her to get up. "Come on, you
cantse she was thore.” queeT, did you think are?

It hurt whenever she wasn't there. Back Aferwards in the showers, Angela was
when the late Brendan Follam would ask ir a state becaiise of the verkal abuse she
former hurlers to write a few words for his was after taking.

ol | owith  wosks In the , & team coukl
Structuring S e Tasae DA S FE oLl K orwact g el
Saturday.” the 8ayE. 1 Bon tha s e the round robin in
the Inr'm “Tha peevious fime | was involved, 8 genaral but | don't ke idea of boing
niirmiber of players had bo say loma,  oul W.mﬂnrh
mulﬂ 'No, | can't commit, Ann. Thore are  othar. happan in spodt bul
irabehes an | woek cav Sak- isig'oe mone likely o weith &
warclnys. K@ studant. | noad tho gehadulo Soa that, and mﬂ
Richie woukl kave i Sb ¥ m“mmﬁmﬁmﬁ
gmmias — and not just e usual thise  “Is that wary for @ number o players (0 I i stheckde
— i reach an All-lrsland areairel Bha codming, And | alto think it wis stapgereel & il mors, they'd miss
Matches coming thick and fast ot mu:ﬂwl,'ﬂﬂﬂ nly L e gama,
mﬂmhmm Saturciry cadching up, and than Sun- 1'd predar i there wera morm cases
Ann Downey likos how fha ca. 08y 8 ha day hoy go 1o maiches.”  whers you had a fornight batween
i slrlchursd That's not all; Sho'd Bka I tha Group games. |t woukd ghee coaches
o g Wi St oud abil mara, A lirre bebwoan to comect
B thisrs &g a few things sho'd alter. A bl B Hogan's portoct scenario —  1hings from Eha Arma.
For cne, sha'd have mare of thaose a champianshis gamn vany taad Klaran Shannon

“The day before the final the two ol us
wore coming back from our mother's
grivve when our father said, "The game is
cancelled,” We said, "Who's dead?” Hie zakl,
Mo one, Angela, vou've been summoned
{0 a Central Council meeting noxt week,”

=“Angela and her nt were bofl
suspended for six months. Even though
Angela wasn't ped-camded, har name
wasn't taken, she didn't even go into the
referee's book. We wont on and played the
final withowt ler. She had to stand ontside
he wire,”
e

A ceniu
. uarier af & cenlury

later, Angela

would pec

such lovalty,

refusing to atbemd

the Team of the

i Millennium

' Tunction after Ann

S was overiooked,

h How did Ann feel
about such & gesture?

"It wasn't that I didn't make the team., It
wans that 1 wasn't even nominated. For me,
itkind of went back {0 the man in the shop,
You might pull the weol over someosne’s
eyes once or twice and get an All-Ireland
as a suh.

“But to win 12, we just felt there was a
venidetta against me, because I'd have
been known for speaking my mimd. 1§
didnt agree with a referee, 1'd tell a ref-
ereg, thongh that didn't mean [ woubidn't
be friemdly with them alter, 3o though she
was put in a position that she didnt want
to e A, Angela just felt that she shoald et
therm know she didn | ageee with what was

hapﬂmlng."
The love and respect has come in dus
colrse, When the [rish Sportswoman of
thi s avairds schemi was founded at
the turn of the last decade, the two
Dowmeys were the second entries into the
Hall of Fama.

The Greatest and The Great.
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A new
season
awakes
new hope

CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

A NEW =zeazon jis abount (o got
under way and for the Cork
Division 2 team it will be a
yoar when they finally get o
partieipate fully in the Little-
wooids Mational League.

The fiasco that was last
vear's league 18 wall behinil
them when a dispuie over re-
grading saw thom only play
the last two longue games amd
they will look with coffldence
to giving a good account of
themselves in this season’s
competition,

Last vear in the champion-
ship they reached the All-lre-
land final and in a1l eath it
was a game thrown away.

Leading for most of the con-
test lhuguai'luwerl Kilkenny
dictate the closing stages of a
contest the Rebels looked (o
have in total control. Cork led
by four points at the break but
Kilkenny hit them with threa
second hall gealz and cork
never recovered. They did
have chances at the finizh bl
jby now panic had el in.
What's done i done and gond
camd it s thmie to ook ahend
with a positive attitude.

Pauedie Murray reporis thak
trainings is poing exception-
jally well and his side from last
spazon nre still eligible bar
ong. Likby Coppinger, who
came on in the senjor final.

Additlons (o his panel this
vear nelude; Lanren Callan,
who enjoyed a great Ash-
ourne campaign with UCC.
Former sentor player Claire
Shine, whe hasn't played sen-
ior inter county in over throe
years and §s re-graded to In-
Iermisliate. Her inclusion ol
b hugpe boost o the panel
Also joining the panel are Ra-
chel Killeen and Laurcen
Homuan, both who were on last
2Ea%00°s minor squarl.

Paudie Mirray is looking
atremd with huge confidence in
a side he knows hoald have
gl over the line in Croke Park
last senzon:"l suppose we left
it behind us alright but the
girks have really got stuck into
training and are really lonk-
ing forward to the Mational
Leagne where we will get lots
of podd games. Mathing beats
maiches and these will help us
I or -:h:lmpl,nm'lﬂ]la pEepirm-
thons =0 we are really looking
forward to a good season
ahead.” Liam O'Beilly is doing
thio strength and conditioning
with bath Cork sides whilst
sean Cremin and Mossio 0°
Sullivan are on board as selec-
tors.

Their lea i 1.‘-H.]1:1|'I:'Il:|.:n
promises (¢ be & tongh one,
Cark will have five Eames
making trips away to Kildare.
Wesimeath and Antrim and

jthey will be at home to Galway
and Armagh.

Evervthing is ready and
Cork are raring to go. The
Mational League will give us a
pood indication of whore ihoey
are al bit one would axpect
thiz Cork side to most defi-
}h'EE]}'bﬂﬂlmﬂ'thiﬂEﬂ-thu[
both league and champion-
ship campaigns as the sexson
PrETEsEes,

%)

at Semple Stadium in Tharles, (o Tipperary,

Cork manager
fanial last year,

i

Paudie Murray with Gemma 0'Connorafter  Corkma
the defeat by Kilkenny in the All ireland senior camogie  kenny during at the All-ireland senior camogie final at Croke Park.

Eu‘u manager Paudie Murray during the Liberty Insurance Senbor Camogbe Championship Semi-Final game between Cork and Wexford

-

Picture: Piasas 0

nager Paudie Murray stands with the

after the defeat by Kit-
Pictures: EdSe OHare

Mellerick

AHEAD of Paudie Murray's sixth
season at the helm of Cork Camo-
gie | met with the Cork

to reflect on 2016 and his hopes
for2017.

W started with 2016 and how it ended
for Cork's Hknlm and Inl::;nnu!lales
in Croke Park last September.

A vear that promised so much, with
the sentors aiming for three-in-a-row
and a historical Rebal dotlle to boot,
heow dicd it all goowrong?

“1 don't think too much went wrong
with the weekend”™, Paudie reflected.,

"1 thought we had it planned very

well

“Kilkenny came with a game plan.
Their game plan mnu}ulm cloar, They
fouled us coming out of deferce, 1t
thoy gave away 19 frecs, 13 of those
wore between both 855 S0, under no
circumstances were they going to
allow 13 rum ot them.

“Wher we dld run-at them the sae-
55 rate from scores was very high.

“8o, they concede 13 frees and | sup-
pose then ¥oi're waiting on =omeone
to take action. One player gave away
six fiomes, You would that if ¥ou
gave away 5ix cynical wonld
be warned at some stage, 5o, [ think
thelr game plan worked for them. 1
thinJE that we didn’t play our game

Change

Baut if Kilkenny didn’t allow you io
play to your plan how cotild you do jf
and should Cork hivve changed tactics™

“If 1 look back on last year T would
certainly think that, and maybe it
comes with winnkng, that we as a
group, and | must say we as a grm:P
moved away from our game plan a bit.

“We becama bess reliant on it whemn it
had been vory successiul to us and 1
don't think that we belioved in it as
mich as we showld have,

“And 1 think if vou look at the All-
Ireland final most certainly we didn't
play it and there were probably other
times during the year as well that 1
think players went out and playved
thisdr own style.”

Whai about the fact that Eilkenny
kept the ball away from Gemma
O'Connor ‘at centre back and she
wisn't as influentlal as she otherwise
might have been®

1 don't agree with that becauss |f
you look at it and we have analvsed it
in detall since, Gomma was still our

joint top performer on the day with
what she did with the ball.”
But when she had possezgion®

“¥es but, and I'm not sure of the
number of possessions she had
exactly, but 1 know it was certainly her
ave i not slightly above her awvog-
aFa. en we dnalysed iF she was one
of our top performers.”™

Paudie admitted he was worried at
ﬂmlﬁﬁmt h

bl the mest worrvi rtaflj
for us was the amount nfm?gip':attfm
were beaten to that day and the figure
Hgﬂlﬂ::&la&u«u when you ook at it

‘So'quite simply Kilkenny wanted
I:I:a} m;;:rﬁﬁmt el

- : k. we didn 't st
. laﬂmsl il we didn't start

[lur Pre-5eason Wasn't good.

We came back lato and | think wa
paid the penalty for jt.
CEAN LR e Wsifoal
C t
have Cork well, bt i wea hukh?t



mehﬂhﬂumﬂhhﬂmmwﬂnmlﬁumﬂﬂ Katrina Mackey after the defeat by Kilkenny during at the All Ireland

Croke Park.

jt. our starting 15 in the All-Ireland
final last vear trained twice together
oait of hly 00 seasions,

wga that tells its own story.”

S0, what's going to change for 20077

“Wwell the thing is that we are T
weelks into aur raining now.

wwe are training very well. Our
furnatts are very good.

* Al probably maybe 1 tolerated o
cuses last year Hmt won't be done this
year. [sn the attitude of the ﬁ'is
i% baliclur. ¢ defeat put Manners mis
s all”

will Cork’'s approach to the league,
which begins with a home game to
Dublin tomarrow, be more serjous that
it has been?

“well my approach has always een
to go out and win every match.

“My approach last year was to win
all the league i

“Every team | put out 1 gxpected to
win with them to be honest. .

“The same approach this Enr. We're
back earlier so we should be that bit
hetter prepared”.

Paudie as he has always done has
brought in some new faces to his man-
agement team in a bid to keep things
fresh. He has two conditioning coaches
in Liam O'Reilly and Martin O'Brien
and two hurling coaches in Niall
MeCarthy and Kevin Murray.

Paudie explains the set up.

“Tha two conditioning coaches will
be looking after both teams which [
think is important because I think if
you're trying to bring a gird from infer-
mediate to sanior [ think it's important
that the filness levels are gimilar.”

aMany felt last year that Paudies
management of both teams was a miis-

rake.

Hivww dhosies b e ?

“1f 1 look back at All-lreland final
day | think the day, from an prgani-

hmuﬁhﬂnwﬁﬂﬂhnnﬂﬂiﬂdaﬁabﬂngmﬂnﬁhuimmtmw

during the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senier Camagie Championship final

53[1»:: point of view, ran very
oothly.
sn?'ﬂk,ignuld [ have hud a little it
more energy for the senlor game?
Probably coubd!

"Eﬁt %r:ln-n't think at the end of the
day.,. if the team doesn't want it the
jeam doesn’t want it and if o dowm
fo e

& mn%uh mikght say that I kept players
ack for the intermediate sicle.

w don't think [ did to be honest.

wThe way [ loak at it, and I'm very
conselous of this.

=1f you bring omn girls at senbor for i
run the very likelihood is it's golng to
e twi to three yars hefore shes eli-
gible o go back playing intermediate
50 lfyuuﬁruagjrlnltuuntrmuraga
youl may Kill her caroer.

wgg, my view s that her develop-
ment is mare impartant. I think you al-
ways bring on a player to make an im-
pact, not for the sake of iL.

“I*m & real believer in that. If they're
good enowgh then you bring them up.”

Paudie s going to slightly alter
things this time around however,

“I'm going Lo separate it this year
with my hurling coaches in that I'm
going to have two at intermodiate and
Yo it senior so training wise..., you
know you can always do things a bit
hatter.”

Pandie had planned to call it & day at
the end of 2016 and be has been ap:
proached on several occaslins to move
on to pastures new however there
spems to be unfinished business for
him.

senior camogie final at
Picture: Eddie O'Hare

@@Every team | put
out | expected to win
with them to bhe
honest.

I had my mind made up o go o b
honest.

“Eurt | suppose you probably don’t
like 1o go out on that note.

“I didn't want to go out that way. |
dan't mind losing a game if you go
down fighting but what annoyed ma
more was the lack of ght within us
and only losing by four points.

“I'm pyot taking away from Kilkenny.

“You have on congratukate them.

“Tlyey did their homework, went out
with a pame plan.

“It worked. They beat us falr and
sguare but I suppose i 1 look at 1.
with a little bit more desire™.... he

ders 1% he trails off.

In & nutshiel] Paudie's plan for 2017 5
the same as it has always been...

*ehnite simply to win every pame,”

Herity
takes
over the
Dub girls

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

AS the intercounty camogie
seasons begins to get under
way a lot of counties have
maste changes at the helm.

It's i ey dawn in Dubilin as
David Herity: a five All-Ire-
tind Hurling championship
winner with Kilkenny, taking
ihe manger’s post.

Shane O°Bricn steppeod
down after Dublin 19st out on
a plce in the quarter-inals of
ihe champlonship on score
difference and David has
stepped into the robe, with Mi-
chael O'Grady and Sandra
Tarr poining him as selectors.

They will face Cork in their
first garme and he will be confl-
dient of making a bl impact on
his clsarges first outing.

There are nine different
clubs represented on e panel
with 13 new players adeded.

Dublin have boon close o
making that breakthrough in
the champlonship over the
past twi seasons. They entor-
ed the kst group garme in the
championship last season
nocding to win by twenty six
points against Derry to reach
the guarter-finals and lost oul
narrowly by three points &y
hard way o exit the cham.
plonship.

Paudle Murray remains @l
the helm in Cork and he is asy
erihugiastic as ever. Having
Iast out in his bid for three i &)
roaw MMurray is determined o
make amends. He is joinded in
the Cork back room by Mat-
thew Twomey Mot surpris-
mﬂl#;' Ann Dowmey remakns at
the helm in Kilkenny having
gitided the county to their first
senlor in 22 years.

Former player Patricia
O'Grady continues 1o guide
Clare's fortunes and they will
be hoping for a hetler season
having promised so much in
o015, Theeyw did little to Impress
in 2016, Mark Dunne takes
wver i Galway after Ollie Bor-
gin stepped down after just
one year and he will be hoping
tix go one better after they lost
out in the National League
fimal to Kilkenny.

Limerick had an excellent
League campaign in 2016 and
secured a spot in the semi-fin-
als by defeating Cork and have
meade it to the semi-finals for
the past two vears and they
willl e loping that they cim g0
ane etter in 2007 with John
Tuohy ot the helm.

In Offaly they have joint re-
sponsibilitics with Paddy Kir-
win, Joi 0" Connor Anne Hoe-
tor sharing it and looking to
improvie on a solid year in 2016
which saw them competitive
I both the Leagae and All-Iro-
Rared Championship.

Tipp are making strides
again they suffered a heart-
breaking exira-time defeat to
Kilkenny in the semi-final last,
year and with Brian Boyle
again at the helm Tipp will b,
hoping to bring the county
hack 1o ihe fop,

Woexford have changes with
John Kelly and Matty Flynn
o hoping to get theem
back to the winner's enclos-
i,
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butoff ~ toagood
els I v stat  Mallow :
Daragh O Conchuir - CAMOGIE -+
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| H — e m Linda Mellerick B N .
Wexford hung on by the skin T Mary Newma
of thelr teeth after Beth Car- "SCRAPPY enough I ihink,
ton led o late rally for 14- was Cork manager Paudie o o 2.9 »
woman Waterford that almost Miurray's at the full-
saw them reel in thelr south time w in Mallow onSat-  Dublin 06
east neighbours in a Little- urday after Cork had beaten S an oo for the Cork
wools INL:?MI Ca mur;i]u Dublin in their national g0 Sagrogls Taan in the "
League Dvislon 1 encounter lemrue game. e g =
at WIT that really came to lfi *'1 don’t think you'd want to E"ﬁ?’fﬁm nh:ﬁp%hlh
in the final quarter. ! be paying to come and watch . pathow on Saturday i
The Déise giels fell just that to be honest but look it's The score line ks somewhat |
short though and their visi- the firat game back,” Paudie  gavering to Cork given thal i
tors made the short journey Murray said. the wis in the melting
up the Coast Road with the “For a lot of these girls 5t's oy for almost 50 minutos, the
vital points, 1-11 to 1-10. their first game so you'd eX-  crpda) ponls coming Inthe |
Wexford laid the foundation pect things to be rusty. The oo jen minntes. ;
for their Group 1 victory in the underfoot conditions wers far At the break just two points
first half, chiselling outa 0-7 ta from ideal 5o this time of the the gides 0-5 16 0-3in
-4 lead at the interval when year all you're looking for I8~ mvnne and o thres oe-
playing into the wind. Chloe the attitude and the work rate  ooinne in the opening half
Foxe was excelient while tha and T t that was very Dutblin pinmed Cork back 1o as
inspirational defender Ciara good to be falr to them.”, they agplied huge :
Storey was unylbelding. Dublin are always a In the opening quarter it
Linda Bolger goaled soon team, hunting in packs and the Co who ef-
after the resumption and they hﬁ&l up the intensity _,T:ﬂ o Wa as
matters took a turn for the to the end? Hrkadd ?'E'I'El':" attack E
worse for the hosts when 'Oh, they did and 1 suppose ot Haes mtrin nﬂ
Clare Whiyte was sent ofl after you know, we're irving & fow “Tm shoott rnumgﬂnrk
for a second vellow card of- things. It's not going fo come lin ng y
fence. Bolger and Foxe added . g off day one and we know that, VoLt Also on top At mid fiski
points and it was 1-11 to 0.6 Waterford's Emma Hamnon-Roche battling with Wexford's Chloe Foxe in yesterday's Gamogie League first | “Itl] probably be eight or 200 It was here that the link
with nine hmiknules of pormal  round game at the WIT Arena, im Waterford. Wexford won by 1-11 te 1-10. Picturezinphe  nine ﬂ'lﬁtl'.'-hﬂ in hofore we e -&H;Lﬁi;uﬁr“ Mr:.
time remakning. come fuent In it and ['m
That was a fair reflection of  goals either side of half time  were unable to have any im- by 1-22 t00-7. The home side enough overall” .m’ill’ %ﬁ E it
FUBcalngs st that juncture  from Jenny Clifford and Mi-  pact. It remai uncom- - shot the first two points in team seemed to be play- T
ut the prodigious Carton chelle Quilty pushed them  fortable for the Leesiders how-  Whitegate courtesy of Zog  ingabit more divect than pre- 20 a0 alre Mullins
really went into overdrive, clear, despite the best efforls  ever, even with Rena Buck) Melnerney and Regan Con- ¥ soasons, Was that the  Deiped Cork open up a t;"f"
scoring a goal and four points  of Nicole Walsh. Jeading thi way and it wasn't  way bl Allish O'Redlly, who  Intent? ; [point lead before the Dub's hit
without replay. The goal came The Noresiders have a untilan injury tima that  finished with nine pointsin- “Yeah well, we're just trying Eimear O LE-M‘T_&“ -
right on the hour to bring her  powerful forward line and  their supporters could relax.  cluding three from play, and  thatat the moment. With the ,nt from a 435, Lauren Homan
}mr:nnn.l tally to 1.8 but her l:hl:'i' recorded & couple more There were wins in Group 2 Aoife Donohue, who scored  likes of Nismh MeCarthy and and ui‘?“ ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
ong-distance effort for an  goals from Katie Power o so-  for Limerlck and Galway,  five points from play, were on Linda Collins and Gemma in {q"!lf.‘ n le"Fl!tn Aoife Hurl ~
equaliser from a free just  cure an emphatic success,  with the Munster side having  fire as the westerners struck  the forward line as well it “;m“‘“ T BY¥
drifted wide. with the score finlshing 4-13f0  too much firepower for top-  elght consecutive points to ves us the opthon of golng a Th.rl:a? e p:he £ldan

On Saturday, All-Ireland
amud leagne champions Kilken-
1y had an overwhelming vic-
tory over neighbours Tipper-

ary at the MW Hire Training  in Mallow on a scorelineof 1.7~ Meath kept in touch as Aoife  half. Noreen Coen and Rebec-  We've come to expect over the
Centre in Kilkenny. to 04, The Dubs fought tooth  Minogue and Jane Dolan  ca Hennelly were among the  past couple of seasons and Ka- W"E""ﬁg‘ E;" F"ﬁ";"‘” E:E
Tipperary, who had gone so — and nail in the nwmﬁﬂcﬂm raised white flags but once scorers and despite five  trina did well out midfield EE = . ‘-’-1': yes E
close to beating Wexford in  and in a real dogged r,the again, Migmh Mulcahy con-  pointed frees DE - with a od of running? throe points clear as the
last year's All-Ireland sides shared six ﬂi‘rﬁ evenly  tributed massively to the Lim-  there was g Clare co “Yeah, I think Katrinacoutd  Same entered the closing 10
quarter-final, stood toe-to-toe  through the first half. erick cauise and her 10 points  do to hold Galway at bayand  make that position her own o~ Tinutes and with Dublin
with their vaunted opponents David Herity's team gave pulled them clear once more,  Ciara Murphy found the netin ~ be honest with you™, Paudie ;nmm ﬁmmﬂﬂfﬁﬂ:ﬂlﬁ
for the opening 20 minutes but  lidtle away after the resump- And finally in Division 1,  the 58th minute to make ftan  felt - Erl?n-d ng a goal 5#’”.{!
Ann Downey's charges grad-  tion either but Cork alway recovered from a slow  18-point game at the final “Becatise her fitness levels,  po Y 'OCX S BATIE. HOREH
ually imposed themselves and  three points, while the visitors  start to get the better of Clare I'hgﬂ.-_ 1 I think she's one of the fittest Ennk aﬁ-r.;lrai .
: ol m m and she likes to AWAY rE ava ol thelr

4.

In the other Group 1 tle,
Cork came out on top afler a
stern challenge from Dublin

tier newcomers Meath and
sireaking toa 0-18 10 0-7T win in
Rathkeale. The hosts streaked
1o a4 seven-point interval lead.

O'Neills All-Ireland Post-Primary Schools

give mare froodom. emerged with

a seramble and bearing
Senior Fhil'i Venues & H'EfEr'Eﬁ be the idea '“:mﬁ }:c:l'nﬂ“r: straight down on goal she
Announced with the underfoot condifions, ~ MAde no mistake finding the
“If it was dry conditions the net, Ten minutes of infenso
Brosagh Gaghun ball would be coming that bit ~ Prossure saw the Cork defence
.Fp“w WO faster. 50, wa'll look a8 bt Julia at ita best as they allowed Dub-

i “r.hlte Wmi'ﬂl hl":]'[', .".l\.li m lin Hitle !:Imenml.'l'behll

WWW.ONEILLS.COM

DMl AL-irpland Post-Primary Schiois Senier Frats. Verues & Beforess Aenounced

lead slx al the change of
P.fl:l:l&hl!|r g

Things didn't get better for
the home team in the second

it more direct now and
again.”

Cork had a few positional
switehes eompared to what

ran onta a ball s well o it

o have her there,

“She's loking a bit a8
well and 1 think she™ll &
difference this year",

Cork browpht an three subs
in Jennifer Barry (Bride
Rovers), Finola Neville and
Julka White.

“Yeah, look T think we have
Eabuﬂd mliﬂl uf.m.?hll‘s
Roal suppase it's
o every player to take lhail.ﬁ
chance and we'll probably
have far more competition
:%il year for places, Reeplng

€ PrOsSsUre on eYEFYORE,
'rhul}ul i1, | A e

awapped points in the third
gquarter but with the Cork at-
ieck working hard aind break-
ing upand turning over alotof

chance when Clara Crowley
ssion from

With a minute remaining
Lauren Homan fired a low
shot to the net to saal & well de-
ipdjmnybroetag
W ake on Tipperary in
round two next lﬁ!ﬂﬂ_
Scorers Tor Cork:z L Homan 1.5 =
O-¥ 25, © Crowdery 1-0, K Wil G
A Horiay, II: Hayes 0-1 sach,

Dusbdie: E i) | H
Rock Leary 0-3 [0ty , 0-185)

g o de b o Mo B
hmsr Hhutey: "-:umnM""T. Homan -,
| Clars Crowiay. ¥

Subs: Ciara iar Crosey

l-ri B ':,,!_a,""" far & Musns[20), R
Kaann Hurlay (152, F Mellgan lor K
Wakgh (57,

Sarurday 4% Warch 200 =You bring ina sub fo make
an imlraeu.nd_thnt's what we OUBLIM: M Thoms: J 0 Sullvas, 8
Tordar & Firal, want.’ I%?Eﬂ'ﬁm:ﬁm . R Bracy-
Ursuding, Thusres Tiperary v Lengts Kk Cork had practically O Lage 1 1%_@:;:
S e Saeeae
] . : ¥ 2 ek
Tienw: larn : e Inl'wl_r-n{nm.Euu
PRSI Sy Ty Radurma: John Colan {Care)
T B Firual
ot ieriapien Dubilin v 5t Seeiepit's Rechor g Wiestrrmath
Verwar: Bonagheranel Bsf b GAS
T Fpm
Beforoe: Man Daterng
— FeR
WWMMTQMMW
Wernae blerer Grattlarm
Tire: e
Seovior 0 Firal
dohry kb Mgt Cevren Sicks Urmerick w Soofe Mhuire, Trim Meath
W 54 Brondan's Park. Disr
Therae: e
mmwﬂ.‘
iner Lermy M Geagh

Lhﬂ'ﬂ*w




Job done, hut it
was dogged, dour

1-7
-4

Cork
Dublin

THE best you can say about Cork's
opening league encounter with
Dublin in Mallow last Saturday
was that it was a win for the home
side.

After several months break from
eompotitive action one never really
knows how an opening game will go.

To win the game, and at the same
time try out a few things, 1s the goal,
and Cork achiesved that,

Despite a pleasant aflernoon, undor-
foot conditions were heavy, with the
pitch zoft and thereby Tumpy.

First towch was off and the game was
:rmrent'aa Eﬂ;m than a free-flowing
spectacie. But it's February.

While 12-af Cork's Mlﬁrlralauﬁ_li-
negut of 2016 started, their positioning
wWas Interesting.

Ashling Thompson was placed at
centee hack, Katrina Mackey ook fo
midfield to collaborate with Orla
Cotter while Gemma O'Connior lined
outat centre forwanh

New panellist Niamh McCarthy de-
buted at full forward, Manked by Han-
nah Looney and Linda Collins, while
Libby Coppinger wore lhelrmmhar
four jersey joining Leanne O'Sullivan
and Laura Treacy as Cork's first lineof
defence. "

From the aiiset, Katring Mackey
booked Hvely and seemmed to enjoy her
newfound freedom. Gemma 0" Connor

layed deep, leaving a three-player

alf forward line and two insids, fosee
if the space would sult Cork and the

But in a scrappy game and '.l-'iE!I
plavers first touch off, speed wasn't
amount in the game. Certainly,
ark did play more direct from oit-
field bt the halr{d.d“dmm b easily in
thi heavy grou

Mackey got Cork off fo a good start
with two polnts inside six minutes and
it was the 14ih minute before Dublin le-
velled it, after two Impressive points by
Mari Moynihan and Claire Donnelly.

In a very low scoring opaning half
Niamh MecCarthy was p dow in
the sguare as she attenipted to hand-
pass to the net on 28 minutes.

Anife Murray ran the pltch to take
the resuliant penalty but hitting it into
the ground took the sting out of thae
shot and Dublin cleared.

With the wind picking up and Cork
against i, Gemma 0'Connor and Ali-
son Magulre swapped poinis to leave it
{hres palnts aplecs in a fragmented 30
minutes. ’

The tightness of the affair didn’t
lighten np in the second perbod, despite
Cork seemingly having greater pos-
sossion. i

Hannah Hegarty was impressive in
defenee as wis Dublin's hamd working
ikl and hatf forwand Line,

playinga sworper style
e, two forwands insida
and dropping a player back. i1 was

a i
] e ot

Divisen 1 game at Mallow.

Cork’s Aolfe Murray that was the
busiest of the two goalkeepers, under &
1ot of dropping balls, struck in from
outfield by Dublin. But Murray was &=
cornpetent and alert as ever.

With the swirling wind, Cork were
gullty of several wides, nine in total to
Dublin's four, and couldn’t shake of
the Dublin challenge until late in the

EAme, 2

Cotter and Maguire swapped points,
Linda: Colling struck over, with Katri-
A Mackey striking hor third of the day
with six minutes of normal fime re-
maining to leave (8 0-6 to 0-4

publin battléd hard, making a
number of substitutes, but Cork wene
finishing strongest.

Mackey went an a couple of per-
alrating runs, s|iﬂj1|;in1; Dublin at the
back and she pointed again before an
Orla Cotter free from the right wing
Landed in the square and was finished
by Gemma (' Connor o pul any hopes

W rrch

mﬁm Looney gets a shot away despite the pressure from

Cork's mhtnﬁu]m mMﬂMI: llh'lim‘i‘wmer.

" N F.

Picture; (athal Hoonan

of a Dublin shock victory over Cork o
bed. While not firing on any cylinders,
Cork did !.!nﬂl-]Fh-

They play Tipperary in ronnd two
next Sunday In Tipperary.
Scorers Tor Cork: K Mackey 4. G OCannad 11,0
Coltar, L Cofing -1 gach
Dibsin: M Moynihan, © Deswssly 0-1 asch, & Ma:
guire -2
CORK: & Mumy, L O Sullvan, L Téoacy, L Copping:
o, A Bucklsy A Thompson, B Wackry, O Collis, K

i ¥ Coneee, G O'Casre, O Cronin, M Loo-
m{:ﬁ'ﬁ? L Golling
Suba: J Farry fer O Ceonin (AL F Mevile ior A

O'Conncr (48], J Wiide for L Coling (58],
DUBLEH: (3 Crann, & Woods, A Carclan B M B
L Bunar, H Hogarsy, £ CrBsen; DM E Kshoo,
o Donnely. & Maguies, E Flanagan: M . M
Woyndan, B LasGowam

Subs: 5 O Doncean for O Mulinmy (07), A Taeeny
Ior E Flansgan (48], £ CrDonoghes I C

{54]. A Cushan Purtclilrunlt-ﬂ].t'hkﬂwwmm
Hahoo |26

Rl A Kafy < Kidam

EBlsowhere, All-lreland and Litle-
woods Treland Camogie Lengue Divi-

Dublin’ Sigbhdn Kehoe in the Littlewood Ireland Camegie League,

Picture: Cathal Noonan

@® While not firing
onany cylinders, Cork
did enough. First
touch was offand the
game was more of a
dogfight than a free-
flowing spectacle.
Butit's February.@e

wion 1 champions Kilkenny got thelr
season off to the perfect start with an
overwhelming victory over neigh-
bours Tipperary at the MW Hire
Training Centre in Kilkenny.

Tipperary. whe had gane so close 1o
beating Wesdord in last yvear's All-fre.
land quarter-final, stood toe-lo-foc
with their vaunbed opponenis for the
agenini: 20 minutes bt Ann Downey's
charges gradwally imposel themselves
and when Jonny Clifford found the net
just before half time, it opened up a
flve-point gap, 1-7 1o 0:5

That sucker-punch was augmented
by ansther, in the form of a Michelle
Quilty goal seon after the resumption
and desplte the best efforts of Nieole
Walsh, the gap continued to Increase.
The Moreshders have a powerful for-
ward line amd they recorided a coupls
more goils fram Ratle Powor (o seciins
an emphatic success, with the score
findatubme 4-13 to 0-8.

Corksee
off Galway
in opening

round

= Mary Newman

Cork 0-13

Galway 0-6

A GOOD performance from
Cork zaw thom eomfortably
dispose af the challenge posesd
by Galway in the opening
round of the Liftlewood's Semn-
jor Divislon 2 Natienal Camo-
rie League in Castle Rowd yos-
terday. %

This was Cork’s [ivst outing
since losing oul in the All Ire-
Innd Intermediate final to Kil-
kenny last September and
they played with huge deter-
minatiocn in all ssctors.

Up front Rachel (FShea at
corner forward was Hvely and
her costtribufion of six pEoints
three from |ll='l.:l|' and three
from froes was an excellent re-
tuirn over the hour,

Keeva MeCarthy, Finola
Meyville and Jacinia Crowley
wore all on target as Cork
opencd up & comforiable in-
terval lead of 0-7 fo 0-2 Mi-
chelle Skehill ensuring Gal-
way were o the score board
with b polmis.

All through the Cork de-
fones were solid and ey held
a tight reign on the Galway at-
tack where Michelle Skelibll
wis the main threat with good
Suppor Bt little return on
the score board from Tara
Rutledpe and Amy Canlfickd.

Rachel O'Shea helped Cork
stretch their interval lead
with three points ina row on
the restart,

Michelle Skehell replied
with two. O'Shea added an-
oiher brace with Louise Bren-
nan sgueezing in one fora Gal-
way side who fatbed 1o make
any headway against a Cork
defence that dealt with any-
thing that was thrown ai
them.

Sarah Fahy and Rachel
(0'Shea had brought the Cork
tally to 13 points before the Mi-
chelle Shehell pointed & late
free for Lorraine Larkins
charjes.

A good start for Cork 1o
their campakgn with a teip to
Westrmealls next on the agenda
ot Stimday next,

Secorers for Cork: A OX5hoa 0-6/0-31],
¥ e Cartty 03, ) Cotrwlig 0-2 (0-100 5
Fadvy, F Movils 0-1each

Galwoy: b Soofal 05 |02 75 ], L Bran-
-1,

Cark: A Lag) A Keloher, L Wesses, B NI
Chacimb fgpl Lynch, § Buckdey, © 5i-
peEson; J By, J Cresviey; K Hohory, K
MeC ity F Nevlla; H CrShea, 5 Fave ©
Bl

Buba: L Callgnan lor J Barry (T, M
Becidury for C Sugiiis B, N O Callag-
han for E Mevilla (45, 1 Walsh lor J
Crowloy [45), & Hamingfon far N NI
Chaehm® (51)

Qalwrwy § Healy, © Handey, L Coen 4],
E Gmess: C Donogtas, M Conraughl:|
on, 8 K Kannedy, M Dunphy. T
Mc Halhy, W Skl L Brennan; G Wisish |
T Rigtlgign, A Castbold.

Subs 8 Fadge for T Mc Nallyini), R
“ﬂ"i‘ﬂ Jowr M Dunipliy{hf]. ¥ Seshans
mlm“ﬂ' (58], & Bedarich 20 & Caul

bt s Jishn Carrmecrad (Wil



m John Bohane

Cork  ladies dual star Rena
Buckley has been appointed
captain of the Cork senior
camogie beam for the new season

The Inniscarea plaver, who played a
key rale in propelling Inniscarra to
senlor county glory last season, i1s
thrilted to recoive the accotade for the
LT SeaonT.

“1t is @ very proud moment for me., Tt
is a great honoeur both for myself
personally and for my club Innissarya.
[t i= & huage homonr.

“ | am delighted to be bestowed with
the caplainey for the season ahead. We
sufTered a disnppointing end to last
season (losing in the Munster series)
bt we are hopolul of a suceessfal
campatgn this year,” revealed the
talismamic dual ace. ;

Renn plans to refurn ie camogie
training with the Cork senior team
this week, She won't return to the
foatball fold until a later date due (o
intense college and work
compiimenis at present

Rena, who plays her clib foothall
with Donoaghmore, admifz il can be
pough combining both codes.

“It can be tough alright. [ suppose
wihen you are in echool or fn colbege it
is =asler as you have more time bo
commit to both codes as apposed to
when you are working it is much
trickior.

“Thankfuily I have been very
fortunnte down through the vears to
have had wery considerate
management teams for both club and
county  whoe have been 3o
accommodating towards my dual code
needs.

“All the various managers | hawve
had the pleasure of playing nnader over
the years have boen really
uindersianding which has helped me
play bath foothall and cGamaogle.”

Rena is lavish in her praise for the
role Ephie Fitzgerald has ?T:I:'I.Y'Ed with
the Cork senlor football ladies team
since he took over from the previous
manikgerial incumbent Eamonn Ryan.

Rena was impressed with the
amooih transition in the misagement
set-up.

“Ephie had a really toigh job taking
over at the start of last year from
Enmonn who wis a brilliant manager
for us for & number of yenrs. Eamonn
was a superh trainer,

*Ephie setiled into his new role with
great ease. He brought in great
assistants with kim such as James
Masters and Derek O'Gorman who has
gorved as the goalkeeping coach, while
Michael O"Carrall hag come in as
strengih and conditioning coach.

"He has assembled a great
backroom team, whils he malntained a
link to the old regime by maintaining
Frank Honohan, Pat O'Leary and
Bridget O'Brien which was great.

“The atmosphere in the camp is
great. We enjoyed a great season lnsl
yuir and hopelfully wo can onjoy
anotler good campaign this season,™

The Cork sepior ladies feotballers
have captured the All-Ireland senbor
fonilall champlonship title in each of
the kst six semsons.

Hena, who has played an integral

far 2007,

Rena new Cork

N-t-F

The 0'Donovan Rossa U1 ladies football team with Cork dual star Rena Buckley.

role in every one of thelr trinmphs,
puts their unprecedented success
dow fo hard work. \

“Dr success iz definitely built on
hard work. Mo gsatter what time of the
vear b it Januwary, April or Avgust, wo
are training hard and I think thai
shows when the games are sometimes
in the melting pot as we drive onamnd
grind out o narrow win, We train ina
very diligent fashion.
“The effort cveryans puts in is wnreal,
I suppase ancther fector might be the
siiccess wi have enjoved n recoent
years gives youl the confidence and
self-belief to win even when not
playing to your full potential

“In my opinken it all comes back (o
belng diligent in everything we do.

“We work hard kn training andd we all
mimad ourselves off the pitch. That has

bein @ blg factor Infour sucoess.”

Rena was guest of honour recently
at-an awards ceremony held in
Skibboreen in recognition of their U156
feam claiming county glory last sea-
#om. Renais thrilled with the rise in
popularity in' ladies football
fhroughout West Cork.

“West Cork has always been a very
gtrong area for producing top guality
plivyers from a male perspective,

“It is greaf io see in reoent years that
tndies football is coming on in major
sirides.

1There are more clubs starting up in
the area which helps ensure mone
competition and more players playing
which ks great.

“There are a numbor of new players
on the Cork senior squaad this season
who hall from West Cork and Beara

Rena Buckley was cutstanding for Inniscamra when they denbed Milford a fifth successive county. A3  result Buckley is the Cork captain

Ficte: Larry Cismmsrs

e@Success is
definitely built
on hard work

which is great.

“They have made hig impacts so far.

= new players who have come
into the sguad this season have very
bright futures ahead of them.™

A former playing collengee of Rena’s
was Castichaven native Nollalg Cleary
who, for a number of vears, was the
standard bearer for West Cork ladies
foothall. Rena has great memories of
plaving alongside Mallaig.

=Ehe was an outstanding plaver and
a groat role model. She 15 a great gled,
hugely caommitted to foothall

“Bhe iz & proud West Cork woman.
She wasa great player for Cork,

“1t was a-joy to play dele hep, ™

Rena, who along with Briege
Corkery hold o record 17 All-Treland
senor championship titles amassed in
bath codes, still retains the hunger to
achieve more in her incredible carear,

=L really enjoy leading o healthy
lifestybe, 1 really enjoy the competitive
eloment af it and the craic is really
superh. 1t 1s amix of vverything.

41t is peally rewarding to take pard
with a grest group of girls and eajoy so

MCh SRCcess,
=1 will keap playing while T still
(e s |




CAMOGIE DIVISION TWO

Bare Orchard holding their own

CARBRCIE: DRSA0N TWD
BRMAGH V KILDARE
mmrm

DESFITE being down to l.hr: hare
bones, Armagh camogs gave it one
hell of & lash in their opening round
defest to Anirim.

Paddy McArdle only had 16 play-
ers at his disposal and despite pro-
ducing a promising disploy, Uhey
glurmnped o 2 2-9 (o 0-11 away defeal.
Mot the siart hiz newly promoted
sithe woukd've wanted, bul the Mid-
dletown man said they surprised
themaelves with the positive nature
af thelr porformance.

“Between golng up a division and
iravelling with 16 players, they
thought they were going to be up
airainst it They surprised themselves
wikh how well they harled for large
prarts of the game. It could've gone gi-
Elbr waay,

"W lost our centre-holl back
Eimear Hayves with about 20 minuies
gone, she’s been playing  right
through with her oniversily and
ahe's besen massive in the 1ast while.
Wi heel meo sxalis weith 10 mimuates to go
in the fArst-hal™

The Orchard camogs are missing
some key performers, ineluding Cia-
ra and Leanne Dennelly. who are
preparing for Eglish’s All-lreland In-.
termediate final sgainst Myshall on
Mureh 5 That'=z the backdrop o Sun-
dixy's second round clash against Kil-
dare, who are something of an un-
known quantity to MeArdle

He sald; “We have cight or nkne

UMLUCKY.Armagh camegs lost their epening loague encountor ta Antrim by five points

players stillinjured. The High scheol
are sl playing and we have & fir
amount of Lthem on our panel. We
have a couple of girls away on holi-
days and one of them got married,
“We played pext weekend against
Kildara af home and there's o' gop af-
fier that, We haven't played Kildare in
Pdon't know how long. We'll try to do

oar homework this week and get a
Bt of info, Bul with regards 1o Ar-
magh and Kildare, we haven't played
in a while.

“We're up a division and ot a high-
er kevel mow. We're going up agninst
teams we don'l know much alont.”

Armagh's 2006 s¢ason eame (4 8
disappeinting close in an Al-Ireland

Junior final defeat to Carlow at Crole
Park. It stained an ofherwise proasis-
Ing year, and MeArdle belleves pliay-
ing In Divislon Two conld leave his
troops better readied heading into
the Champlonship.

“We were disappoinied in how we
piyed, we had 2 chat about it and we
thoughi the occasion got bo ws, AL the

end of the day we have no complains
Carlow wore by far the betler tean
on the day. It Is what it is, we werc
beaten by the bedier beam.
“Hopefully the ultimate goal is ges
hack there. We're playing in Lhe jun
ior again o hopefully with playing
in & higher eague hopetally [ sianes
b s grakng inlo the Chiampianship,

CAMOGIE NATIONAL LEAGUE

Antrim aim to make it two from two as they meet Galway

AIDAN MceKeown's Antrim are the
nnly Ulster side with points on the
poairdd in the Camogle National
Leagne following thetr weekend win
wer Armagh.

A new-look Antrim side clinched a
fve-point win over the Drchard coun-
y i thelr first round Division Two
gk at Qlenariffe, and they josl
ybourt kepd Armagh at arm's length
rodn start to finksh.

Late in the frst-half, Nigmh 0°MNeill
inlshed of an intricate team move
sl they helbd @ 1-4 to 04 lead at half-
imie. A second-half goal from Niamh
Donnelly sef thom on the way o vic-
ory, and next npis Galway's second-
string outfit on Sunday. Galway are
still searching for their first win after
heir weakend loss to-Cork,

Derry, who ply thefr trade in DHvi-
don Two Group One, ke on Lanis
hiz Sumday (Mountmellick. pm).
Chey Tell just short in thelr opening
seounier to last year's Adl-Ireland
Tunior ons Carlow, who fend.
s off a late Derry cameback. Claran
sunmingham’s side have been re-
rrauded to inbermedinte siabus Tollow-
i o Etrhimare TWeieksm Cine o

palgn st year amd there has been a
dramatic turnaround In personmel.
They face a Laois side who ane alga
chasing their firsd points of the cam-
piakgn following 3 4-6 to 3-10 defcal b
Wexford

Fellow Division Two Group One
glde Down are under new manige-
ment this season. Declan Napler's
side fell just short in @ 2-13 o 0-17 de-
feat to Kilkenny at the weekend. Ni-
amh Malton didn’t deserve to be on
the losing team - she scored 14 peints
of Down's tally. This Sunday they
fake on Wexford al Naomhb Eanna,
Giorey at 1a0pm.

Tyrone are the fourth and final
camogie side in action this weekend,
taking on Dublin on Sunday (Car
rFckmore, 2pit. Refuvenated afler a
three-vear absence, the Red Hands
travelled (o Eerry on Sunday lor
{heir first league outing in Divigion
Three, Unfortunately it was a one-
glded affakr - Kerry won oul by 517 Lo
0-3, but it hould be borne in mind
thatl Tyrone are missing their Eglizh
epentingent, who are preparing for an
Al-Trelond Inlermediste final agnins
Mvshall on March 5

A 6000 START ...Tho Antrim side that overcame Armagh in their Division Two league win on Sunday
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abha O'Leary Fitzpatrick, president of Junior Chamber Intemational Cork, left, with award winners Ciara Judge and Caroline O'Driscoll and guest speaker Anna Geary, right, at
he Ten Outstanding Young Persons awards ceremony at the Vienna Woods Hotel, Glammire, (o Cork. Picture: David Keane

Atthe launch of the Superalu Good Food Karma Projectin the Mansion House getting

a seffie before Getting lreland Cooking were celebrity ambassadors Bernard Brogan,

David Gillick, Anna Geary, Martin Shanahan and Kevin Dundon. Picture: Mase (0r5uliivan

Anna Geary, left, celebrates Milford’s All-Ireland camogie success with team-mate

Elaine O'Riordan, Pcture: Piaras O Midbeach / Spontshile

BRIGHT, bubbly, highly intelli-
gent and always smiling sums
up Anna Geary in a nutshell.

The enthusiasm and energy she ap-
ches any task with has sean her

t becoming ong of the most recog:

nised personalities in the media,
with regular appearances on TV and
IT' tA "s roles are a8 @
mongst Anna's as i
copch on RTE's hit series, Irefand s
Fittest Family and Operation Trans-
formation, an offshoot of which is
“It's Your Move Campalign’.

Anna is involved in this, which far-
gets ieanage girls, eNCONTAZIRE thiems
o be active. I

She is alse now working with SEy
Sports asan athletes amibassndor. a
role which sees Anna conching and
speaking to groups of young people
to help and encournge thim to devel-
op within and outside of Sport.

But away from her work in the
media Anna is still one of the top ca-
mogle players in the country and was
recently named Ihatghayer of the
gamie as Milford won r third All-
Ireland camogie title

Thiz achievement saw Anna
pamed as one of the first quarter
winmers of the Evening Echy Ladlcs
Sports Star Awarrds,

Anna has countless acoolades to
hier name and was delighted to add
this award to her many achiev-
ements. s always nice 10 get recog-
nised for vour achlevements and 1
am honoured to have been chosen as
one of the first quarter winners,”
said Anpa,

“1 e well aware of the prestige of
thise awards and the high regard
they are held in by all the winners. 1
would like to congrafulate the other
two winners and to all the awsrd
winmers over the past' nomber of
years,” sail Anna,

The former Cork eaptain always
seems o have a sotlle on ber face and
many an oppenent have been fooled
by this. Because onoe ANNS CTOSseS
that white line there isn't a more
tenacions player in the gme,

You can add in plenty of skill as
well as afier all, withowt 5t you don'
miake your debat for Corkeat 12 years
of age on the U6 side:

But that's exactly what Anna did
aud 80 began her love affair with the
red jersey and it with her.

She may no lenger be with the
Cork panel, hor last gnme was when
she captained them to All-Ireland
suceess n 2004, bat she §s sl a bhoge
player for Milford and you can be
guarantesd she won't et them down,

Before she could walk Anna had a
hurley in her hand and it wasn't long
before it was off down 1o the pitch of
her beloved club, Milford. and from
that day forward there was only one
spart for Anna.

“From the day 1 picked up a huriey
T'have always loved plaving camogie

' cveningEcho [ADIES SPORTSTAR A wARDS w-ssbis:-
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to get recognition

el that hasn't changed,” said Anna.
“Tt"s the best fecling in the world to
 running onto the pitch with your
sime-rrsates, be it cluboor county, and
reparing to do battle with your op-
anenis.

=1 was very lucky and had somoe
rieat coaches when I was very young
yat helped me got the basics of the
e Tight fromi the siart. People Like
nn Watson and Shella Thompson,
mongst others, were a8 huge in-
et and withowt them I wouldn't
ave been able to get the opportun-
ies | have today.”

With her reputation growing, it
asn't long before Cork came cal-

ng Ao

“1 got-a call up to the Cork Ul6
quad and it was a dream come troe
o e, 1 started at corner-back in the
funster final ageinst Tipperary and
yough we lostit was an unbelbevable
wpariencs to play for my county,

nna has always seemad bo have
ack on her side as teams she has
san involved with win title after
jile, 10 All-[reland titles with 5t
fary's af Charleville, just one
xample.

Bt you make your own luck and
g thie hard work and dedication you
ut in that pays off and Anna cor-
vnly doesn't come up short in that
epariment.

“1'm very fortunate in that [ have a
ekl steeped in the proud tradition
Fi3AA and | have grown op with

friends playing GAA. But nohaody
shotild be excluded from sparting ac-
tivity if they don’t like a particular

sport,

“| wan! to empowar peaple, telllng
them that they don't have to conform
to the norm. There is something out
there for everybody

“1 ot energy from people. You can
e drained -;-rm-.ejr:iy 1I'E:i.'nu mamugd.
negative people. Equally, You can be
ﬂ_-:Ergisud by being around positive

On top of her various commit-
ments, she |5 alse doing & life coach-

Maol Muire Tynan

from AlB,
mmm
the Player of the
Match award for
her sutstanding

performance in
the Al-lreland
final win ever Kill-

imar,

ing course, giving herself other ca-
roer options.

“Some peuflle might have thought I
was craey o leave my secure job with
Dell. [ also retired from the Cork ca-
mogle team and moved to Dablin.
Bt [ think life is thene to be cracked.
If I make & mistake, I'H lgarn from it

“Dablin is different. There's a sstt-
ling in period. It's difficult to im-
merse mysell in Dublin becanss I'm
still very much committed o trakn-
ing with Mikbord, So that’s & two and
a half hoarr jorney [rom Blanchard-
siown anee or Pakee a week,

“When | come to Cork, [ try to
make the trip productive, organising
any meetings [ have down hire,

1 was seven years working in in-
dustry and business before T dechbed
to move fo the media and broadeast-
ing workd, What [ learned from my
business degree ai the Unkversity of
Limerick T 2t wse, despite the tact
I'm noft specifically in the business
cnvironment.

“From my involvement in camo-
gle, 1 got to work on the other side of
the fence, promoting camogie and
teing an ambassador for the camogie
association. | really liked that wark.
It involwved working with the media,
interacting with people and bullding
relatbonships.”

Through her profile in camogle
and work, Anna was appointed the
Irish Ambassador for Youth on the
Move, a role she was delighted {o
take om.

Ba=ically this role sees Anna en-
couraging young people bo go ahrosd
for an Erasmizs Mundus year.

The Erasmus Mundus programme
aims to enhanee the guallty of kigher
education and promote diatogue and
understanding between peoplo and
cultures through mobility and aca-

demile cooperation, allowing stu-

dents to travel abroad for a year fo go
to college or on a2 work placement.
So why was Anna asked to get in-
widwed?
“When | was a student at Univer-

Pectime: Piaras O Midheach / SPORTSFILE

sity of Limerick we were tabd about
thiz programme and [ jumped at the
opporinnity to get Involved." said
AL

*For my yvear | went to Luxem-
bourg and without doubt, it was one
af the best vears of my 1ife.

*T bearnt an awial ot abowt myself
and | feel [ came back a boetier and
stronger person becanss of 1

*[ had to learn sKills from simphe
things like Turnishing an agartment,
to negetiating a highly detailed
contract, written in French, as this
wak the main lanpuage of the com-
pany [ was doing my work placement
in.

“That certainly was an eye-opener,
bt like the othors [ just had to get on
wikh it and that"s whit we all did.

“I was approached to ecome the
[rish Ambassador for the pro-
gramme and 1 was dulighu'd o AE-
copl the position,

“It 13 a womberful experience and
one | would recommend to all stu-
dents.”

But above g1l her highllghis comies
Hiting the O° Dudlty Cup at Croke Park
in 2004 as capiain of her county, a
mermory she will never forget.

“Tio captain Cork to an All-Ireland
title was bevond my wildest droams
and it's a day 1 will never forget as
Lo 2% I live.

"I was one of the prowdest days of
my Life and one | will always troas-
Lre,™
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11t was horrible afterwards, not so much
o ‘for me but for my family’

Hannah Looney is a Cork camogie player who has won two senior
All-Irelands (2014, 2015). A second-year chemical engineering student
at UCC, Hannah has also played football for Cork and lines out at club
level for Killeagh and Aghada.

Interview by Daragh O Conchuir

Q: After loging last year's All-Ireland
final to Hlll:llnrl.}lﬁr, vl i the mood like
in the camp now, with the Llhg;i

elling undervway last weeken
E:Thr?mrnwymmlwnsmmﬂdqh
Linps Was mare BN aupenrmental thing
bt this year, thena's a buzz around the
eamg fhat we want to 9o cut and win the
Leagua, win Munsier and win the All-ire-
tand, It's how Kilkenny went lasl yoar and
£ warked for tham. W ust wWand b win
oy game, We'l stll be {rying nirs
seapie and trying paopke in new posiions
aul winning is & good habit, We'va bean
sack training 8 bi1 longér loc, since
Docembar, 50 wa're iaking it vary
seripushy. Maybo if we'd have won the
all-freiand las! yoar, the likes of Gemma
O Connor), Rena {Buckley) and Acile
Wiray might na-.ralfuhm it in. and

naybe (manager) Paudio (Murray) too,

S it just et s maech | JOA'T b &N - _

w0 & bit embarrassad with the way we @_‘ .
Jlayed? Kilkenny dmruﬁd:hl!-\’nnhu.n-.r'm et

Fichey't iuirm usp on the diy. £ b & ol o Pt

peapie. cosltus=y

3 Did you talk abaut 117 Have you any
Idioa why it happened?

A WiE walng 20 1131, s only now that
piropbe are putting it babind tham. Thi last
‘i rsonitha we've bean roally low, dweil
rig on what we couwld hawd don, wisal we
should havwe dono @nd what kappaned,
It's really hasd to put our fingér on i. Even
whan wb waEnd in 3l hall-fime we el e
weould come cul in tha secone hall and
shep it U bt it naver happene: 3,

0 Fectage of “The Push® invel wing yau
and Colette Dormer duf ing the
handshake pricr 1o i game w anl vimal,
What was that lke?

At veas ot | had thoug it nothing of
it writit afber tha gama and | turnod on my
pitrona. It was just the heat of th mdment
I did’t mean any harm. Thanswdes two ol
us n i and | mat Colefte Dormer at ihe
All-Sars, I('s nothing you'd hold sgamnst
amyane. But B was horible afbersands, not
50 much for me Bul far my Tamily. Thay
baak 0 fairfy badly, seeng all ihe onling
w1 just ignaed i but if did gat a bit
out of hond and it wasn't nce (o sea. by
parents and ry brother would sl ba very
hart owar L

Qi People wane judging you ns o person
on the basls of that two seconds.

A Ther maajonity of these paople nover
wabched a camogie garms in their life o
harve ea inbarest in ik 1t wasn] nice.

: It veas o tough ond to & season that
hixd Beon golng so woll. You scored five
paknls from play In a light somi-final
that went 1o extra-time, and wore
imvalved all year with the footballers in-
cluding playing In thelr semi-final. You
wirs looking forward to two AN-lnoland
finols and It all want wreng.
ﬂthﬂsmﬂbj ane uflhum#wnb
ing years on & personal . Tha yoar
hndhum?pim gl bor e, then ths ca-
magin All-irefand was & disaster, and then

Cork play Tipperary
in the second round
of the Littlewoods

Ireland Camogie

League tomorrow.

to got droppad off the footbad panel for
:hﬁnal just made it really hard. Tha
saason could have been one of tha best
af iy life and it ended =0 badly.

0= Whal's the situation with the foolball
oW T

A1 got a phane call | think the Tuesday
belore tha foottall AR-ireland io say that §
hadn mada tha and | hannan't

more respect than fha management
showed ma but | really do want 10 play
football for Coork again, and am

with thi college and Aghada. {1 got the
invitation again | will be delighted 10 paay.
But it will be irteresiing to sea how | plog-
Tg4s in My CAMOQI by ConCantrating an
that because A was really hard at limes
East year, When you're irying 10 jump be-
twin tha two, you e neees abls 1o give
your all to one and | was strupging a bit
with iy Achilles during thi Summer as
wall. Briege [Corkeny) and Rena haye
been doing it for years though, so it's
otwiowshy possibla, b it will be nkenest-
Ing to see if fy camogie iMproves.

A That's it but 1 keneos | hae morg than
mtmg&mmﬂmm&fﬁrmmﬁiﬁ
wirre Saying "Sha's only a one’
thiaee's nome of that now. mﬂﬂb
Sezhed mysel snd now | nealy naed 1o
drive on this year. That's the goad

G And get Cork back on top of the tree

Az Wa want to sat & markar i the Laague.
Thera are roally good vibes and It's greal
to sen Gommn, Rene and Aolle back and
playing the League, They're gunning o
nat let Cork carmogie ba remambened by
tha 2016 final, Wa lotaly undaparfiormed
and ihat really huris._ It's somathing that
will surely drive us on this year. Sincs |
was on the panal, we won m 20148, we
won in 2015 and thae was No nesl Sarme
threughout thal campasgn whare we
didin't pesiomm. It
Gk You said in an Evening Echo inlar-
viaw thal Jeanne O'Callaghan welcom-
ed you your fial time [n with the gen-
jors. You're only 19 bt this ks your
fourth season with the senlars. Ansyou
conscious of making the newcomens
mions contlonabla?
A Dalinitaly, Thera's a good bunch ol
gungpmﬂhmemwa e, Oiria
ronin, Laura Treacy snd Cahg-
EM,LWFENDMMMHimuHM
on tha paned,
We're nod tha older craw yet Dot wa'a
baen there a Sttle while and the new gits
coming in might find 1L easier 1o talk 10 W
£ wone closar in age to tham, VS very
imporiant to make sure You' e branging
them along: il made sucha difference foe
rmat in gy first year. You R e ks ol
Chioe Sigarson who'Vl definitsly bé seen
n tha Loaguea. Itwill be grem o ses how
they gel o



Improving Tipp
will test Rebels

Linda
Mellerick
SUNDAY

Littlewoods Ireland National
League Division I: Cork v Tipper-
ary, The Ragg, Zpm.

TIPPERARY, the fast-improving
senior side, had an impressive
2016 league and championship
campaign before both came toan

agonising end.

They lost the league semi-final after
extra-time to Kilkenny before prog-
redaing to an All-Ireland quarter-final
which the Premier County lost by a
elnple point to Wesdord,

Last Saturda .Tlpﬁemry lastnched
their Littla = Ireland leagoe cam-
Paign away to Kilkenny = the defend-
mli: lE:lEl.]I'.' and All-Ireland champions.

n advance of the game manager
Brian Bovie commented: “What has
really been noticenble so far is the ame.
bition (of the players), but also the vic.
ognition that in countless sports you

[ find teams who got that far, think
they are ready to knock on the door
and all of a sudden find thamaelves
back down at the battom again.”

He spoke about this in a positive
way, that 2006 was gone and it would
mean nothing unless hiz side kicked
ol G . Tipp have the ambition.
They have boen reared on winning.

Only one player ont of & panel of 43
hosn't won an underage All Ireland
midal, & rare and impressive statistic,

Brian, now in his third year {5 im-
pressed by the commitment and drive
af his sgquad.

“They have all been driving it on.
There's nosense of resting on laurels,
It has been fantastic. What [ have no-
ticed about them is that there = a corm-
mitment there, bot there s also a real-
isation that ambition on its own ks not
worth anyvihing wnless you pul in the
wm:k. That f5 pliin and simple.

“The'peol of talent we have at our
disposal §s Buge — it's as good and as
big as anything that I:Im'I:_r four teams
have. It's just a case of bringing all of
that together, having the right ambi-
thon aﬂ;‘l hom;;’uﬂ]ri‘lhe mﬂn hh:-ndﬁ-]i'
avery an, ho SR
s fhi bl-:'tlf_eﬂt of Ji." i

Preparations for the leagde cam-
paign had been hindered a lttle by
Burgess-Dubarra’s invelvement in the
Adl-Tredand club serles (osing out ina
shock defeat to Slaughtneil of Derry in
the semi-final) and a host of players
having been thed up In Ashbourne Cup
aetion.

“Drering the early part of the year we
are usually dictated to by the college
competitions in terms of where we are
and what we can do,” Brian Boyle o%-
plained.

"It usually takes s two weeks to get
up amd minning. We have the two best
teams In the country in the first two
ronmsds of the league and it will be bril-
lant just 1o zee whore we are. We will
b faking on those teams head on —
alay, e wan't have as much hurling
b s e woikd hiave liked o, but woe
will be looking for a terrific attifucde

Cork's Hannah Looney battles for pessession against Eve 0'Brien and Leah Butler of Dublin.
Pictre: Cathal Nooman

going ot against those iwo teams,”
Boy e sakd,

Despite the pre-seazon talk, Tip
toak a comprehensive hiding from Kil-
kenny st Saturday. Brian Knew thist
b wad yip against the best team in the
country in thelr opening round and
that Kiikenny always up an extra gear
whean playing Tipp but e must have
been truly disappointed with their4-13
io 0-8 defiaat.

Tipperary, stood toe-to-toe with
thelr opponents for the apening 20
minties but Ann Downey’s charges
g.;;'m!lhi“:..' impased themaelves and
when Jenny Clifford found the med just
before hall time, it opened up a five-

point gap, 1-7 to 05,

Thae gap was augmented by another,
in the form of a Michelle Quilty goal
soon after the resumption and desplte
e bést offoris of Nicola Walsh, the
gap conlinued (o increase. The No-
roafdiers have a powerful forward line
and they recorded a couple of more
goals from Katle Power to secure an
emphatie suceess,

Undoubtedly, Tipp are coming good
apain, Cialir wers also All-lreland In-
termediate club champions in 2018,
Cork may take some of the retribution
for Kilkenny on Sunday when they
take omn Tipp in roumi 2 in the Rage As
Kllkenny rise to the Tipp challenge,

1 -
Sy =

@@Cork's1-7 in last
weekend's opener

- With Dublin was a

dismal scoring
return and they’ll
certainly be looking
to improve on that.

Tipptrary always rise fo Cork.

The Rabels rarely get it easy in the
Rags and with the weather the way it
has been for the past couple of weeks,
expect a really heavy groumd on what
& @ very tight pitch.

That'll suit Tipp, They'll want to
stop Cork’s runners up frond.

Cork’s 17 in last weekends apener
with Dublin was a dismal scoring re-
turn and they'll cortainly be looking to
Improve an that. They are experiment-
g, s most teams are, and the lesme
is the' time to do the searching.

Yot at the sane time vou are wanting
o win every game and get to (e fnal
stngpes w0 00 gotting the balanee Hght.

Expect Sunday to he a elose affair

Minors
head to
Tipp for
tough tie

CAMOGIE
u Mary Newman

IT will be another busy cama-
ghe waekend af inter-county
action with the two senfor
teams (i national league ne-
tion, the minors contesting
the second rotind of the All-
Ireland ehampionship and the
16 A sdde b a Munster cham-
ponship semi-final,

The misors head to Tipper-
ary on Saturday for thelir sec-
oned game in the All-Ireland
serigs and It is a tough en-
counter for thom as they take
o the All-Ireland champions
an their home patch

Cork had a good opening
round victory over Dublin last
weekend whilst Tipperary had
bon podnts o spare over OfTaly
as they confldently got thelr
campaign up and ronning. A
yvictery for elther side on Sat-
urday would e a huge boost
golng into round three in teo
week's time.

Cork know this iz going to
b a game that will tesi them
to the limits, Tipperary
have five of lngt season tenm
on duty and the experienced
gaimed kast year will be invato-
nhle. Last weekend Cork im-
pressed against Dublin their
dofence superh ag they battled
it out to galn control. They
showed great fighiing spirit
and huge determination and a'
repeat of this performance is
netded to go top of the group!

and with games against
Waterford and Qifaly to come-
it wouild set them up nicely,

It's week two in the Litt]e-
woods Division 2 Matlonal
begue ancd a road trip to Wesst.
mkth for Cork.

Last weckond Westmeath
Et‘ndl.'lhul!hu shock of the woe-

el as they defeated a sirong
Kildare side with o six-paint
mirgin separating them at the
mll-time whistle. Cork over-
ciarme Galway in a contest thoy
never leoked like loging and
having contested last spason’s
All-Treland final Cork wotild
be expected fo have too much
strongih for a Westmeath shide
who will participate in the
Premier Junior All-Ireland
championship,

A It of pre-season work has
been done in Wesimenth and
boosted by last weekend win
they will put it up te
& Cork sidie that may bo minus
a few players gave that the
Jll_h'lﬁllln one slde are plaving
Tipperary at the same time on
Sunelay,

We have a provincial semi-
final already and it's only Fob-
ruary bat the Cork 16 A are
there and ready (o go.

_ They overcame Waterford
in their preliminary round
gnme in i bow scorfng contest
where [t finished |-4 to no
score 1 Cork's favoar,
TOMORROW :
All-fraland Minor Champlosship’
Fawnd 3: Cork v T||:||:|-ﬂ|l.|-|r_p'|'-|:\ppin;
Carrgn Srouss. Tha RaggZpee
SUHDRY
Liflewood's Diviglon 2 Mational
Longue: Cark v Wostmanih: Cosal
sicen, Kinnegad, Fem {
Khynsiar Under 184 sami-inak Cork «
Limerick; Cork Camagle Ground's
ot R, Poem '-



wvou'd follow Renainto battle, says Murray

Cork camogie manager delighted that Ren

a Buckley selected as new captain

MeCA down i i bit season with her club last e o
f fck a captain ‘It was only our thisd day on  girls becausc we wanlt 3 _ | E . §
BY KIBRAM Ll al ::11;::4:41 -IZITIEI'TJ‘E:I‘. E:m a pitch this year and the ground . more compention for qlm:g; year; du;;tnﬁggﬁm - -
RENA Buckley Is the jdeal  would be right at the wp of the m“ﬂmﬁmmmmﬁ I" m“mn_:ue had lase vear,” 5al p]a}-edwcﬂindmuunnmhiaw - T
Sen0r ie list, Murray said. but what we were nj for ¥ . :
e L oo o e e
i chosce. . . ; _ e
mﬂﬂ"@lfﬁl . All-Ireland “If you were going 10 war in enough with that,” Murray sakd. but 1 would be hoping :h?:_shc ::mrr play;:: w:mn
ﬁmﬁunn'::m pominat-  the morming. you want her in Karriona Mackey scnrctlI'uI:g- mhb;%ul{‘umm T_:'.u; ;s: rﬂnun e e
ham- side. Youwould follow her  points, Gemma O'Connor hit Eimizar livan is away he CAme (i, i
;?ubni mﬁ'ﬁ}ﬂﬂ ?1'.::6 T:c intobanle. When shealks peo- ::;:ﬂ. whﬂﬁlﬂa m“'ﬁl"| and Ln-.r_dmi mdc;mwﬂﬁw ml:iﬁﬂw injury and
Rehels thi “mnl listen.” lins finished with one po 5 ina L : Captain: Rena Buckley
Lh'?.;ua] m?tﬂm!:ldfﬂ phﬁeﬂmmgnnlhurlnuga.im apiece for Cork, with Murray h'[-zal_:hl:ahu!mumyiu col- Enrhmmm gﬂ?;::;;; T et
off to t :l; Dublin (17 to 0-4)  Dublin, Murray waso't reading  casting his net wide this year o mme::hu:sl!nhuhﬂ_n _-p:l:a.r":i -inl e | mund'hh w}“.‘l'ipplm
Eﬂhﬁ Litthewoods Ireland too much into the performance ilnmnmnpzﬂﬁm for places Tek :md m;ﬂmﬁmﬁﬂ: ﬁﬁ?ﬂna !!u o ek :&ppn'a.rj.'M‘lr smd.;s Tl
i Diisian iR T e m'“";e "F‘dm' in a fow new lmﬂliyu'mmm:wq son. Next up in the league i last weekend, 413 to 0-8.

opener last Saturday in Malbow, - campaign off toa winning start.

Ma

O'Toole is First Commercial Manager

] - .
for Camogie Association II'I'IIJI'ESEW e W
:.,.u mwm i w The hosts recoverad from
’ i LA e ap carly deficit, All Maguire's
Daragh O Conchuir mﬁ;ﬁmmnﬂﬂw by four
Firet-half goals from Nicole Maguire {whao finished with
Fortune and Brid Gordon laid  0-5), Miriam Twomey, and

uqmm.uwnhc-wwwmmm“rrmsrw:m
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mmmmmﬂmmmmHH ths Resoc i y's Moy WaTodl Deveiopeml
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g oy Tl derveloprrenl 1 GERSIHE N i I grsaing thee: game awen lurther,
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Provioedy Mary worked I the Supsrquinn Heed (Bice for seven yoars.

the foundation as Wexford
inflicted a first defeat since
last April on Littlewonds
freland Camogie Leagne
Diviston 1 and All-Ireland
champions Kilkenny.

Linda Bolger added nine
points at the Naomh Eanna fa-
cility in Gorey as the home
side prevailed 2-11 to 0-3.

Beth Carton lit up Parnells
GAA in Coolock with & won-
derful display of shooting, the
UL first éear seoring nine
points, including the last four,
as Waterford beat Dublin 0-11
1o -7,

Eva Marie Elliott was sent
off tate on bt the Dédse girls
were on fop by that stage and

Carton had made full use of

chamnces from placed balls.

Trish Coleman, Catherine Allen,
and Catherine Allen of Na Piarsaigh H&F Club.

Siohhin Kehoe gave Dublin
the lead again but it was nip
an:d tock frops there until the
final 10 minutes, when Walker-
ford found another gear.

The other Group 1 game
petween Tipperary and Cork
was postponed, as the Eitnh at
The Ragg was unplayable,

In Group 2. Galway came
away from Birr with a 1-11 to
1-4 win. Much of the action
came in the first quarter, with
Galway getting the scoring
underway through Catherine
Finnerty, making her first
gtz zince the 2015 All-Ireland
final, and Miamh Kilkenany.

ciobhin Flannery's peint
narrowed the gap before
a foul on Arlene Watkins
fed to a penalty, but

exford shock Cats

Flannery's shot was repelled
by Sarah Dervan.

Galway's lead was four
when Offaly were awarded a
appond nalty, and this time
MI.nhﬂEEBMﬂr}mn stopped up
to rocket a shot to the roof of

tho net.

allish O'Reilly was Gal-
way's 1u£ scorer with five
polnts and she set up Asife Do-
nohue for Galway's goal to put
them 1-7 to 1-2 ahead at the
broak. O'Reilly and Noreen
Coen nabbed early Galway
paints in the second hall anid
Offaly's canse was not helped
after Patrice Delancy received
a gecond vellow-card at the
three-quarter mark.

Elsewhere Chloe Mopey hit

1-12 in Clare’s 2-14 to 149 defeat
of Meath, Miamh O'Dea 2oored
the other goal and that was
enough to resist the
wha had Jane Doban (1
Antfe Minogue (0-=4 contribi-
ting most.

Chub President, Brenda McDonnell

Whary el i dherien i TanagRmend o markesng fnom D67 and is a pesiorate Camogie plepe with the

T Dt Corriagis Dt s Dbl

Cork’s Keane edge helps them to a valuable win

Cork

3-5

Tipperary 1-8

THREE goals from full-forward Rebecon Ke -

suredd thil Cork came away with a v.ﬂfmjlulﬂ-m;r}'

In roumd tvo of the All-Ireland Minor Champlonship

lr:ln e at thse Tipperary Growunds in The Rage on Sai-
Bath sides camwe into this clash with e | nin

roumd victorics st woakend, and Lnnhmtln':mlng

m;rhl:- gEroanf, I was Corle that caaved oud & valunlils
1

Condithons were hard underfoot and the hoavy
] Y

e i diffleult for the plavers, bat all m‘mu:
on Cork side that dug deep and held their

compasiire after the home side had opened
01 Mllﬁmﬁmun to e break. i
A opening goal came on 27 minutes when

CAMOGIE was secured with a third Cork goal before Cacimbe
E‘un‘;m:: h?id an ':n_'il.:n.'rtl!lme !gml for the Eu:'_;'ieull Mll-

BT reland champions, The victory s¢es Lork niceiy

uMary N . placed on of group one and with games fo come

the quick thinking of Keang ensuring her hand pass agminst rand Waterford, they are ina geod posi-

to il net got Cork on level teams and they cdged in
fromit to lead 1-2 to O-4 at the interval,

Om the reswmption the sides battled hard fo gain
control Cork with Kaite Wall and Mora O'Riordan on
I:uni!_'-: Kept their noses in front as Tipperary, with
Alsling Meaghor, Emma Flanagoy, and Ailish Me
Donnell fhading thedr range, staved in the hunt and
10 mafrntes in, Just o point still separated the sldes.

Stretched

Az the game enteree She last quarter, Cork had
sirotched their lead with a second HKeane goal
Maeapgher polnted o caut the lead to three polnts, Bot
with two minuies left on the stop watch, the meaalt

thon to pash on and book = senyi-final spot.
Seoans fer Corkc [ Keara 3-0, M O Fionies 0-271s), K \Wall 02 5 Mo
Carty 01

1A Miaghed D5} G P i3, E Flanagan, & Me Don-
il =1 apch
Nﬂﬁ:“nwnﬂmﬁﬂemﬂﬁ“im;ﬁ&hﬂm
M Lynich, 5 Me Caeitry; b Byan, L Hapes; I Walsh, BWall A Hutley, C
m.#M.NEM:I.In {
Buba: G Crowisy for K Walsh (). C Hamey for M Fryan [T}, | Ksegan
Tt A ooy [SO1, b Barred fof T Mullins (504
TrePERARY: M Og O Lean: A Besmsnan, A e  Hassan, H
o Ay, b Bk J Kafyc) G Fryans: E Mo Donmsil, G Hetnesedy, M
Collay, C Pusdus, - Burin ; i
Suba: E Fanagan la © Beown (), 5 Meagha o K Borke (307,
Fadeven: Liz Domgeey [Dubing




U16 Aand
Division 2
camogie
Sides win

u Mary Newman

Cork 017
Waﬂmniﬁ E;

CORK took the journey to
Westmeath and the switchi
of the game to an astro-toar
pitch at 5t Loman's in their
#iride as they gained two valu-
able points in the Litthewoods
Division 2 National League
and go top of the group with
two wins W0 Zames.

Cork quickly adjusted to the
e of the underfoot surface
amd lesd 010 to 0-3 at the inter-
val with impressive displays
from their attack where Ra-
chel ('Shea, Keeva McCarthy,
Caroline Sugrue and Jacinta
Crowley were all to the fore ns
they Rept the pressure on the
Westmeath de 3

Through the second half
Cork didn't take thelr foot off
the pedal and added fo their
tally with seven points and
with their defence closin
down the Westmeath atta
they limited them to just two
poeints but thoir attack just
coubd nof get the upper hand
o a strong Cork defence that
atlowed them Ltthe space,

This iz a serious Cork side
with huge potential to go the
distance and with three games
to o againat Armagh, Antrim,
and Kildare they are in a good

position.
Bearaen for Cork ) Crowdey, B OrShaa
G ach, G On 2, I e 02,

. Fakw. K Hickey, M Buckisy, F
0-1 gach,

CORK: A Loe; M Ml Chacsmh [g}, L
Wacilo, A Rl 5 Hareingion, § Buck-
lay. L Lynch: J Crowiler. L Callanan; F
Mewille, K McCarihy, K Mickay; © Sos
geun; 8 Fahy, R O°Shas.

Subic M for 5 Fatry, A Walsh for
J Crowiey, N for L Lymechy, H
Ryan tar K Hekay, M tor L Cal-
ihran

Cork G=20
Limerick 0-1
AS the scoreline mdicated this

Was very much ene-way traf-
fic from start to finish as the
Cork U16 A side comfortably
advanced toa Munster final at
a blustery Castle Road yester-

k who signalled their in-
tentionz with Clodagh Finn
notching up 1-1 inside the
opening gix minutes. All owver
the gil Cork held the upper
hand and they opened up a 3-7
to no score interval lead with
Fiona Keating Ellen Murphy
and Finn all on the score
shest. Over the hour Keating
helped herzelf to 4-7, while
Ellen Murphy, Sally
McCarthy and Alne Mullins
all added polnts. A much
sironger challenge awalits
when they will meet alther
Clare or Tipperary whose

Blackrock celebrates camoagie club success B

- Hm_

T

The Women's Gaelic Players Association presented its third level schalarships for 2017
= e ametad ) i:“'r mﬂnhhlmmnlllmﬂ
e ' il ey: |

B Courses
PIUME:Seb DafyScors

Slaughtneil still chasing
All-reland double dream

Camogie
An All-Ireland dooble i= still

on the cards for Derry's  decider, while the intermedi-
Slaughtneil as they bid to  ate final features Tyrone's
land & first ca eclub litle: Eglish and Myshall from Car-
on Sunday at Croke Park, lowr.

The Derry club kst it All- On the live stream, Manl
Ireland Club SHC semi-Mnal  Muire Tynan of sponsors ATR
Tast Saturday to Cuald of  said: “We are excited o beam
Dublin, bat are in the ¢lub  up with innovative TV 2er-
foothall final against Dr  vice LocalSireaming.club to
Crokes of Kerry on March 17, stream all the live action

Thiz weakend, the club®s  from Croke Park 1o camogie
camogle squad bids to create fans across the world for the
its own plece of history — - very first time."
decd four clubs invoelved fin Tickets for the cameogio
the =enfor and intermediate club finals can be purchased
finals are biddng for a from www.licketsie or vin
mafden All-Ircland siiceéss,  selected SuperValo and

The finals, which will be  Cenira outbeis nationwide.
gireamed live on aib.ie gan Senfor Mnal: Sarsfields
and-on the AIB YouTube (Galway) v Slaughtnejl
chamel for thefirst time, se¢  (Derry), 3.15pm; Inte
Blaughtnedl fake on Sars- ate Gnal: Eyxlish (Tvrono) v
flekis of Galwny in the senbor  Myshall {Carfow), 1.00pmC

A01%




conference is launched

w, v w

THE aim of increasing female par-
ticipation in Gaelie games i sel for
a sigmifieant shat im the arm: on
Satupday, March 11 a5 Ulster GAA
hosts the Empowering Female
Sport conference at the Armagh
ity Hatel

The event is part of o wider pro-
grammg of activily, sufporiod by
the Department for Communities,
it 1% almed ot females interested
iy ihie varions sports Uhat fall wn.
der the Goedic games wmbrel b

The conference  lounch took
place in Belfast recently and was
attendedd by representatives from
Ulster Ladies Gaelic, Ulster Camo-
!,--u_-,-.m;I Ul=ier CGAA Handball,

The conference aims o help
byl pasrtielpation throagh raising
the profile of female Gaelic ath
pete= and raising the skill set of U-
ster’s volunleers,

A full hopse 1= expected as play-
crs aowl officknls will conver@e on

Armagh for the event that will pro-
vibe a unique opportunity for
ladics fooiballers, camogs and
handballers: to come
one forum to showease the impact
of female Gaclic athleies as role
models in our commumnities.

Keynate addresses will be deliv-
cred by Ann Downey (Killenmy)
amd Jullet Murphy (Cork), two
ladies with unrivilled experience
in their fields, who will bring a
guarantesd high levelof quality to
the dane

Downey, the current Kilkenmy
camogie manager, has 12 All-1re-
land camogie tithes and Murphy &5
the holder of eight All-Ineland feot-
ball medals.  Adeditional  guest
speakers will include Alsking Reil-
Iy, twn-time World GAA Handball
Champion, and Acakfe Ni Claiside,
Al Ulster Senior Clhub - Camiogie
Champlonship  winoer  with
Slaughineil,

ther In

Registratton has now opened
and people are arged (o sign up
early to avoid disappeiniment as
places will b reserved on-a first
comie, first served basis.

Dilegate costs are E15/€18 per
person and special discounis will
e available for groups and schools
by contacting Julie or Honan at
AREA-STA1TIE,

A series of practical workshops
will b delivercd by high-profile
conches and professionals on Lop-
b irsclumking:

= Mental Health Avwareness

= Sirength and Conditioning

= Playver Rebention/Fost Flaying
invohniment

= Disability Inclusion

There will also be sport-specific
workshops  for ladics  fopilall,
camogle and handball,

To hook vour place now visit
www.nlster.gaa. lefeonier-
emees2017.

Eun‘lann Peil Gael na mE an Uladhé
Small Ste Ps Lo Great S

“Froy

E RIHG
sMpoWERING

LAUMEH..Gerry Doherty, Secrotary Wlster Ladies Gasdie, Claiss Collender, Ulster Ladiss Gaolic, and Ronan McCastiy, Ulster

Ladies Gaclic

E MPUW‘-EHIH G

SPORT
IIT
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HEW GROUND. _Noifa Cassidy, Slaughtnell comogie player, Rosemary Hughes-Marry, secroinry/sssistant tronsuner Ulstar
Camagle, Kathleon Woeds, chairporson Ister Camogie and Rachasl Merry, Armagh/QUE,at the launch of the conference

Empowering Female Sport

mmmmmmmwmmmm
Uister GALA Handball

<,

EMPOWERING
FEMALE SPORT

g Communite

‘F'EMALE SPORT
CONFEREHCE 2017

Eltur:l.‘.l!.rltl.h March, Armagh City Hotel
o Strength mtﬂlm
Inpabalety Inciusan

£15 /€18
 Irichudics Lunch b Goodiz Bag

bt Hlnt.ll Hobd i Awamensess
Hnrlrmmmﬂm Playing invehvement.

_ ANN DOWNEY

-]ULIET HU'HPH‘I"

T. 028 3?52 1800 E conference ulsterggaaie



LL-ARELAMD SEMIR CAMOGIE CHAMPIIMEHER FINAL

GLISH (TYRONME) V MYSALL (CARLOW)
undy, Croke Park, 1 300

SAMOGIE ALL-IRELAND INTERMEDIATE CLUB FINAL

Edgrw For Pymanie ¢

Eglish duo back
bidding for All-Ireland

glory 27 years on

THE historie nature of a first-gver ap-
pearanee ai Croke Park for Eglish
will b st b the one side in the quest
for an AllIreland Infermediate title
that marks the culmination of a par-
tiendlardy long journey for two of their
plinvers.

15 37 years since a Tyrone [eam
lnzt appeared af the GAA headquar-
ters, The county's Junfor (eam lost
thie All-reland final to Cork that year,
bari Eglish will bo aiming (o g0 ond
step further when they take to the
fiedd. on Sunday -al 1.30pm agains
Mysall from Carlow.

This iz e clab's third All-Ireland
final and hobds special significance
for Brenda Horsfield and Leona Gal-
Ingiver. Both players form the hack-
ane of the current backline, wiih
Leona Hning out in goals.

Amazinghy, the two of them weno
also mvolved as players when the
club list reached the finnl back in

189 Difeat was thelr Iof on that oe-
casion, but the dus have fond memao-
ries of a golden perfod In the clnb's
hiztory.

“Almost half of the current tebm
weren't even bom when the el last
played in an All-reland final” said
Leona Gallagher,

“Hrenda and 1 both played in that
1981 final. Camogie has always bstn 4
great passion of mine amd ovir the
vears | have helped coach several of
fhese girls al undersge level

“For me peraanally. | feel very for-
tunaie o be playing along with my
family and friends in such an historie
mateh for the club.”

One of the younger players on the
g ke the eurrent captain, Clara M-
Greddy, who-is excited about the
prozpect of playing on the famed
Croke Park pitche 1t's a dream come
irue for hier and the rest of the play-
ers who are aiming to make history
b bringging & first ever elub or coun-
iy All-Tretamd tithe (o Tyrong.

“It's a great honour for me to be
gaptain of the team and getting to the
final means everything. It shows how
hard we lewve worked all year (o gl
to this stage,” shi sakl.

=The commitment and determina.
tinn shawn by everyomne has been ol
standing We have been training hard-
e than ever sinee the semd-final mrd
the hunger and passion within the
aepuead iz ab an unbelievable lovel,

“We'll be dolng our best to o ol
and win. There's a great boee in Lhe
village with it being decorated hlack

B t.j
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08 THE VERGE OF HISTORY.. Eglish head to Crake Pask ehasing All-lreland honours

and green and the support shown by
the peaple af Eglish and beyond s
been very humbling for us s play-
era™

Movertheless, while the build-op to
the game is being refished, the job at
hand = being treated with the nimost
seriousness. A top class display will
be reguired to overcome Lhidr Lein-
gler opponents and win o Eitle that
eluded them almost 30 years ko,

While the clib is very rooled In the
commuonity, thelr mansgement leam
i5 & real family affair, The team man-
ager, Martin Curry, will be guiding
thilr fortunes on Sunday alongside
s two sons, Mathan il Ddhran, Un-
surprisingly, he hos nothing - but
praize for the efforis of the players
il i5 well mware of the Importancs of
the opportunity which Is belng pre-

sended 1o Ui at the weekend.

“It's a privilege to be imvalved with
this group of plavers and hesding in-
Lo an AllIreland final. ‘They have
worked extremely haril to ged to this
slayre and have made a lot of persan-
al sacriflioes,” sabd Martin,

“We don't know a lal abouk our of-
ponenids, bl they, ke ourseives, fre
in thls Alklreland Mool on merit
Hopefulky the teans can ghve of thelr
best and bring the fite home to
Eglish on Sumndiy evening.

“It’s impaortant that we thank the
cormittee for thelr dedieation to our
preparations amd all the supporters
and everyone who has so kindly
helped the elub along thi road to o
magical jonrmey to Croke Park.™

i the Al-Ireland semi-final, Eglish
edged past thede Waterford oppo-

netls By 1-5 00 1-1 1o elineh their place
i the final 1t's no surprise thit the
past five woeeks have proven to be
viery cxcliing for everyone involved (n
the club,

b thint oceasion, Brenda Horsiicld
wiks ol thedr tog players, shadinsg
her perzonal due with Waterfond All-
star Trish JeEckmdan

Bvow Lhe stage is 26l for their clash
against Cartow owthii, Mysholl, who
e never sulffered a champdokship
defent for 16 years in Uhe coandy
championship [n addition, Uy have
alzo elaimed two All-lrelond Jusder
camigiie fithes in recent years,

S0, The fnsk (acing Eglish s @ slg-
nificant e, bt they will ender the [
nal with a - plenty of conlidence of
completing the long journey to na-
tinmnl plory.
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ALL-ARELAND SEMIOR CAMDGIE CHAMPIONSHIP FRAL
SARSFIELDS (GALWAY) V SLAUGHTNEIL (DERRY)
ey, Croke Park, 3.15gm

CAMOGIE

CAMOGIE ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CLUB FINAL

BY ROMAN MCSHERRY

SLAUGHTNEIL camogs are pinching
themselves a5 they prepare Lo T
oul on e hallowed furl of Croke
Park for Sunday’s Al Ieeland clulb fi-
nnl against Golway aces Sarsficlds.

However, it is nod Uhee firsd tme that
Emmeis” star forward Mary Relly has
graced Croke Park on All-Ireland fi-
mal iy

Shve plaryed in the lalf-Hme gams: at
(b 2004 Alllreland hurling final
plong with ‘keeper Jolene Bradley
whin they were il ol prianary
sefiaal

That day thoy lined out in front of
g2.000 supporters, 08 Mary donmied
the Bilkeniy jersey while Bradiey
was helween the posis for the Leam
reprezeniing Lork.

I was a fabulons expericnce {or
twn Eirls who dreamd of returning o
plny in i All-Ireland linal

That dream has comee troe for the
climiopgs of Slanghincil who are now
focused on bringing the All-lreland
crowm Lo the seath Derry club thal
hms caplured e imagiation of the
couniry for thelr eamogic, hurling
miaid Foathall L'.'»:!I-I-I.I-'itﬁ.

“It ks memial here,” said Kelly, “and
with the footballers in the All-lrekansd
final, it is & huge boost for us The
hurlers also had a FEntastie vear win-
g Lheir fest ever Ulster Chamipd-
anship, Thiere have been a bt of sae-
rifices to get here and very little 20-
cluli=ing over the last few months but
to be af this stage it is all worth il

“You dream of walklng oot In
Croke park on All-Irelamd final day
and I ks far better with your club than
the connty. The elub means s0 much
mare ag you-are going oul thens with
vour friends and all your family amd
commumily 15 eheering you oa [rom
the stiawds,”

Recoprnteed with a Gaelle Life U1-
ster Club All Star award, the season
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ATTAGKER... Mary Ksfly Is proparing for
Staughtnelrs All-brelnisd fisl appearancs

just gets better and better for the cor-
mer forward whose sensatlonal late
poal relped Slaughtned to thedr first-
ever provincial crown, That win over
their great rivals Loughgiel in a ne-
play was grocbed with soenes of eu-
phoria by the Slaughtnel] faithlul.
Reealling that goal the 2&-year-obl
aibded, “1 veold have gone for o polnt
bt the 'kecper was coming out and
mikghit have blocked me 5o 1 Qicked it
over her. 1 couldn't believe it Think-
ing about it and watching the DVD al-
terwards sent shivers down my back.
After winning the Derry titks our aim
was Ulster, Thank God we achievesd
thit and we went dowmn to (he All-lre-

lamd semi-final a5 underdogs but we
have a very astute manager in Do-
minde MeKinney who has great faith
i1 115 He hag a brilliant knowledge of
the sport and had us well preparcd
for the All Ireland semi-final against
Burgess -Duhara of Tipperary.

=It waz abways neck-and-neck but
we won by two points in the end. It
was anoiler great moment for e
players and the supporters when the
final whistle went™

O the sendor team since she was
15, Mary Is also a regular with Derry
and has eamie up aggakned a numbier of
Sunday's opponents from Gabwiy,

“[ know a figw of the Sarsfield play-

Dreams coming tru
or Slaughtneil camogs

ers at county level. The MoGrath =is-
ters are fantastic players. There is a
pood quality of club camogie in Gal-
way 50 we have no doubts about the
izsk ahead of us. We knew some of
the Burgess -Duhara players as well
from playing against Tipperary, how-
ever we daoi't focus too much o the
opposition. We just go out and play
our camogie and not gel esught upin
what the odher side will bring.”

A win for Slaughtnedl on Sunday
woild be & major boost for camogie in
Dster oz well as Derry, They will al-
so emjoy the support of Tyrone Gaels
as Eglizh bid for the All-Ireland jun-
ior Lithe

“You dream of walking out in Croke park on All Ireland final day
and it is far better with your club than the county. The club means
so much more as you are going out there with your fricnds and all

your family and community is cheering you on from the stands.”

SUPPIHET... Sinoghtneil
fans ane hepding 1o Owshlin

Sgain this weekend

“It would be a massive achieve-
ment for Derry amd Ulster if we win
on Sunday. People wrote us off after
winning Ulster and this would be a
Lift for camogie in the provinee. Wi
are all lying the fAag for Ulser

“We hod a ‘meet-nmd-greet’ night in
ihe hall on Friday and there was
more tean 400 people came to wish us
well It wos gread signing tops for the
kids. 1 is an encouragement for them
{o-gapire bo what we have done
Everyone is buying hats and scarfs
v our Carnilies are proad of whiat we
bz dane. It is so good b kpow they
will b there, The place i ahsolutely
hinezing, We told them te get down for
the first game and cheer for Eglish.
I'm sure the Eglish and Tyrone sup-
poriers will also cheer us ¢n”

Dreams dio come true and refect-
fog on her 10-minote cameo-af the
2004 ATl Treland hurling finnl. the
Slaughtneil star added, “It is remask-
ahic 1o be golng back to play in Croke
Park with Jolese, This {8 wial wo
dreamt of & childnen.”



ennifer O'Lear

The voice of experience tackles the topics that matter

You know when it's time to go

As the debate over the future of some of Cork’s greatest ladies’ GAA players continues, here’s
my advice to those who are thinking of retiring. It's not an easy decision. Trust me, [ know

I KNEW the exact moment
wwhen [ decided to retire from
inter-county camogie with
Cork.

It happencd for me days after
the 2004 All-Ireland final that
Cork won = our first title win
simce 2005,

‘That was a fairy-tale ending
10 my inter-county career be-
cause after wears of hard work
and comang close without win-
ning. finally everything fell into
place that Sunday in
2014. A huge weight had been
lifved off oy shoulders.

1 was content and a bigger

ntage of me was certain
that this would be the ideal and
ST Time Lo retine,

While there will always be
reservations swirling around
your head and an ongning, de-
bate of 'will I, won't I¥, realisti-
cally it all boils down to that
gut feeling that is strongly in
favour of one (dme to 3o} over
the other {give it another year).
It's instinct,

Don't get me wrong, a5 some
of you may know I was one of
those who retired twice! Let’s
just call the first attempt a
prime example of my terrible
judgement and an almost m-
pulsive response to answer a
question posed by someone one
day in passing. Without ¢ven
thinking I said I was retiring,
but 1 knew 1 lied as soon as the
words left my lips.

I know there are inter-county
players around the country
right now = and even ht.r!mm
Cork - struggling to answer the
burning question themselves:
will I, won't I?

Believe me, it may not be as
easy & task 45 you may think.
Retirement can be com
to o riveting novel. The novel
represents your life in sport,
your accolades, your sporting
memaories, your best friends,
and the journey. However, you
find yourself at a cul de sac. In
the blink of an eye you are at the
end of the book that enthralled
you from the front cover to the
final ereased page, oS you care:
fully tum it over o reveal the

Tﬂ'l.lh:ﬂl'ﬂdﬁm,mnlﬁ

experienced the journey and
mow you are saddened that it
has come toan end,

Bt you can look at it in a
number of ways, Be satisfied
and content with the ending
that is ¥0ur inter-County carser.
Reflect on the plotand storyline
and focus on the many lessons
the novel has taught you. Or
you can continue to pick faults
and become driven once again
to make up for them by maybe
changing the ending to the not
yet finished product. Try again
for amother year.

Back in lare 2014, 1 chose 1o
be overwhelmingly content
with my ending. While my bocdy
firle likez [ 56l head & Fow years beft
in me, | was satisfied with the
story camogie helped etch out
o paper for me.

There was another novel to
be written in ancther facet of
my life thar [ am still working
on: let's call it 2 work in pro-
gress, an exciting life adven-
ure,

My decision to retire was not

madewithout the huge support
of my family. Having told them
in 3013 that | was moving to Ar-
magh and retiring, they reacted
the same way as when 1 told
them, ‘Actually, I've decided
I'm going to make the 250-mile
journéy down to Cork for train-
ing and matches every so often,
I'm coming out of retirement.’

They never called me a fool
or a crazy person. And the same
process happened after our
2004 winwhen 1 said: 'I'm really
retiring this time'. There was no
big show made. It was calm and
it felt totally right.

Mo matter what facet of life
you retire from, of ecourse iC's
never easy. My father, Joe
O'Leary, retired from his job
on February 24th this :_l'ta.r.l]'hl':
day of his birthday. His career
spanned a 43-year period and
while he said he is looking for-
ward to retirement, he loved
every minute of his job and will
miss it. He has made fantastic
frivends whowill support him on
his new life adventure and he is
looking forward to the freedom
that retirement brings.

This is one aspect of retire-
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Her final hurrake Jennifer mm

Cork beat Kilkenny in Crok
afterwands.

ment that [ embraced whole-
heartedly - the free time, the
haolidays | could finally take and
the fricnds who once again be-
came visible on my calendar,
the opportunities thar would
come my way if | embraced
them and didn™t get lazy, and
ghe extra time for sports at 3
fower stress level | would ex-

The vear | retired from Cork
camogie just happened to coin-
cide with about 14 family and
friends weddings. 1 had justi-
fication and due cause for my
decizion, a means of backing
pp and reassuring me o0 my
chodce.

My close [riend Joanne

F 2

mﬁmiﬂtmﬂﬂﬂnﬂm in the 2014 All-ireland senior camogle final as
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this was the Barryroe woman's kast game for her county as she decided to retire shortly

Browne (O'Callaghan) retired
the same year as me and fun-
nily booked an amazing holi-
day away to Dubai around the
time of the All-Ireland final 5o
she could not change her mind.
My husband and I ook a sun
holiday that summer in 2015
and I couldn’t understand how
the streets in Portugal were so
busy with tourists. It was peak
season of course; | hadn't expe-
rienced a holiday like that since
my youth,

The most important advice
I would give to peaple contem-
plating retirement is to do what
is right for your. Take some time
to yourself and ask yourself if
this decksion ks punting you first

ar the ream first. 5 it satisfying
others needs above your own?
Have you achieved what you set
out to achieve and what isit you
witnt 1o do now that leads you to
want to retire?

Yiou must have a plan, some-
thing tokok forward to; 1 just
short term, as holidays are only
temporary. Having a long-term
goal thar you intend on fulfill-
ing post retirement is essential
and important for the body and
mind. Youneed to keep busy as
there will be o huge void in your
life folbowing retirement.

Inter-county training would
have given you structure, a
drive, a close camaraderie with
your teammates. There can't

be 80 per cent of you in favour
of retiring and the other 20 per
cent not certain. IF there is an
overwhelming doube the lesser
will more often winand you will
find yourself becoming bitter
and really not sure about your
chokoe ance again.

0i yous fiee] like you still have a
burning desire to return to in-
rer-county, dan't feel ashamed
or silly, 1 did ir. 1 seill ger a
mocking over it but ar Jeast 1
can generate some laughter in
my story.

The decision, at the end of
the day, should be casier than
harder, do what your gut says
and believe that the choice you
meake 5 the right one for you.




Camogie
facility is
ajoyto
behold

Camogie
m Mary Newman

TWO weeks ago the [irst
pames of 2017 took place in
Castle Road when Cork and
Galway got the Littlewoods
Diwision 2 Mational Leagae ap

and running. :
On & lovely day for 8 game il
was wiorid io =oa the greal

changes in Castle Foud sincs
e st game there in late 2016
and to see the building of the
dressing rooms progressing.
Cork Camogle's dream to
hawe a home of their own was
fulfilled with the opening of
tha with the superh playing fa-
cility at Castle Hoad thus en-
suring games are played ope
of the best facilities and play-
ing surfaces In.  the
couniry. The F:u.'ll:ll}' came
about thanks to the huge ef-
foris that were put In with fun-
draising and the securing of
valuable grants which en-
sured Cork Camogle own the
facility and could push on
with fundraising for the third
and final phase of the project.
This is by far the biggest
phase aof the project with
Il;hl: construciion of dressing
roomE and a club howse, Camo-
gie has been played in Cork
sinee 1905 without a break and
.L‘ul!l[]ﬂlll’:i to grow with &5
clubs now registered in the
county and with membership
of in excess of 10,000 to have a
home of its own is & huge
achievemeni when one con-
siders eviErything that i there
has been put in place thanks
to the hupe voluntary efforts
of chmoghe personnel
At the moment (he board
have 1o allow three hours be-
tween games to ensure [aams
can get changed and ready tse-
fore and after games. Croke
Fark won't allow senior
league games be plaved on the

best surface in Ireland be-

canse the facilities don't mesat
thelr requirements, The build-
ing of dressing rooms would
alleviate this problem and on-
sure more high-profile ganmes
could be played on what is a
supork pitch.

T help fund ithe new devel-
oprtent the Camogie Board
have a ‘Sponsor a Bleck” fun-
dratser ongoing. The cost of
sponsoring a bleck = €50 and
they are calling on all past and
present plavers, officials,
clubs, the wider GAA family,
businesses and supporters o
mel bohind this fundraising
event which they are hoping
will generate slgnificant funds
and will ensure Cork Camogie
will have a facility that it"s
10,000 membeors can all be
proand of In the years ahead.

Whan one sees the magnif-
cent Pidre Ui Chaoimb nnd tiee
massive ameunt of moey it is
p:n-stlng. w’ha!t the camogio
girls need is a drop In the
jreean, bul they must ralse
every cent themselves
B Payment for sponsorship
it bux sent to any of the cuno-
jele board officers or can also

lodged to the board's Dovel-
jepment Bank Account details
seemAR AR
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SEANDUN were the winners in the
latest camogie blitz.

The Avondhu divizion recently orga-
nised an U4 interdivisional towrna-
mmﬁmﬂ:ﬁmnh!mﬁ success with all
six divis participating.

Charleville mﬂﬂawnm fior the in-
angural event and the trophy for the
winning division was sponsored by
Fob Lotty, who is development officer
with Munster and a coach in the
Coachford Community College.

The divisiens were split into two
groups, with Seandin, Imoekilly and
Avondhu in one group and Muskerry,
Carrigdhoun and Carbery in tho soc-
ond group. In group one in the first
game it onded level betwesn Imokilly

The Seandin U14 team wha recently won the first Avondhu Camogie Blitz.

City giris come

o Mary Newman

and Avandhu in the second game Sean-
din met Imokilly with the city division
running ot winners,

The third game in saction one was
between Seandun and Avondhu and

* while the players were evenly matchied

goals from Olivia Gibson and Ella
Buckley lifted the Seandin girls who
finished the group stages as the only
division fo win both group games.

Avondhu and Imekilly had to play
extra time to dectde who would go
through as runners-up and it was a de-
termined Avondhu side that won out to
book a place in the B final

In section two Muskerry, Car-
rigdhoun, Carbery were the sides
pitted tighter and the first game Mus-
kerry versus Carrlgdhoun was a close
affadr with the Muskerry girls shading
it by a point,

Carbery overcame Muskerry and
Carrigdhoun got the upper hand on
Carbery and ail of these games were
vory cloge encounters with excitement
at fever pitch as the shdes battled to the
fill-tirme whistlhe.,

When all was dope and dusted it t
was Carrigdhoun who advanced (o the

A final with Muskerry advancing to a
Ejngnllng with Avandhu in the B de-
o,

In an exciting contest Seandin and
Carrigdhoun battled it out in the A
final and Seandin ran oul winners to

out on top in blitz

take the trophy for the first time,

The B final was another very closc
encounier with Avendhu winning by
narrow ;

The A catp was presented to Seand i
caplain Aoife Byrne-Q'Riordan
whilst the B trophy was presented to
Avorsdhi captain. The B cup was pres-
ented to Avondhu captain Vicky
O Connell. .

Well done to the Avondhin division
for a well organised fournament
special mention referees Ger
SEeehun and Alex Gibbons and to
Donal O'Brien who sponsoring the
trophy. v o0

It was greal to see the divisional
sides 50 well organised so early n the
season and to the players who giave 18
their all goes a very big well done.

Charleville tournament will offer U16s game time

FIVE clubs hit the road early today and (ravel to
Charleville wihers they will join glse homge club in a
pre-zeason U6 (ournamesi.

The event will be under the putdance of organksers
Shane Liddy and Mark Eavanagh who saw an
apporiunity to get in some pre-season games before
the juvenilo board league competitions got under

way,

;MIie explaimed the kdea behind the tournament

“It"s h 1o IEJH players together ai this time of
the year and when they begin training it s hard
to keep inforest going until the league gets under
WAY.

“¥ou can only do =0 much iraining and then the
JJl-'l}'urs want games and we came up with the ide of
nolding a ome-day toirnament and we invited five
clubs to participate,

“To be honest we didn’t know what reaction we
would get but it was great overy one of the clubs in-

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

vited were thrilled to take part and as a result we
have six very good teams participating. We would
know a lot of the club thowght playing each other
down through the years and we know they are all
really looking forward bo (he day."

It is noticeable that Charlevile have a nice mix of
representation form a spread of the divisions with
Participating clubs from the city division Glen
Rovers and Rlackrock, from Mid-Cork we have Bal-
lincollig, from the East Cork division we have Sars-
field"s and Carrigaline from Carrigdhown and of
ﬁ'ﬂﬁ thie host club Chardeville from the Avondhn

vigbon.

The competition will be a huge help to the Cork
16 selectors as they continoe to keep an eyve to

baother their panels and to watch put for new smerng-
ing talent. , ;

The teams are divided into groups of three ang
clubs are guarantesd three games each, garnes will
be twenty minutes ahalf for group games and the fin
als are 25 minwtes o half,

The top team in each group with play off in the cug
final the second team in both groups and the thirc
teams n each group will also play each other thus
ensuring each clubs get thres games.

The timetable for the day is as follows:

Group Onae: Chastiyvile Ballnoolig, Glan Aoven. Gioup Ten: Swe
% Chariirile : Sarshald's v Blackrock. 11.108m

L W [ BV T
g ?ﬂhﬁﬂmmﬂ#m v Caesigaing, 11 30w Chivi
wilkg v Gl Roreerd; Sesbolda v ., prmc Thard deams play-31
socond amd pipeofl 2om. Cup Snal teg 100 Memd.

Here's hoplng for a great day of camogle best &
Ineck to all participants.



A couple of surprises

il
?

Camogie

hw, Linda
L @ Mellerick

ITH only two rounds played,
2 Littlewoods National League

ision 1 table is already show-
g up some surprising results,

esford hing on by the skin of their

th after Beth Carton led a late

Iy for Waterford at WIT in a pound

& fixture that really came to ke in
@ final quiarter,

Wosford Inid the foundation for
ctory in the Arst hal, chiselling out
-7 ta 04 lead at the interval when
aying inte the wind. Chloe Foxe

excellent while inspirational de-
r Ciara Storey was unyielding.

Lindn Bolger goabed soon after (he
Evmption and matters took a tiurnm
r the worss for the hosts when
lare Whvte was sent off after for a
seandd yellow-card offence. Bolper

fl Foxe added points and it was 1-11
1 -6 with nine minutes of normal
me remnaining. *

That was a fair reflection of pro-
medings, but the excellent Carlon
ot into ovardrive, scoring a goal
nd four points withoutl reply. The
oal came right on the hour to bring
ar personal tally to 1-8 bt her long-
jstance effort for an equaliser from
free just drifted wide.

Despite Wexford”s “seeding’ drop-
ing significantly over the past few
pars: that narrow victory was & sur-
rise and left me feeling that they

d slipped even further.

But then, they murned around kst

sloenid and Infiicted a rst defeat
nee Last April on All-Ireland cham-
jons Kilkenny, It just goes to ghow
vw unpredigtable the league can be.

Linda Belger added nine points in
orey as the home side prevailed by
11 to 0-8. Michelle Quilty opened
e scoring for the Mocesiders. Wex-
ril licked the sliothar to the noft be-
re Kilkenny shot another four

nts without reply to ease ahiacd,
lger steadied the ship with & brace
 points and when they hit the net
r the second-1ime, Wexford took a

d they never looked Iike giving up.
They bed 2-4 to 0-7 at the interval
il Kilkenny could make no inroads

the latter peried, managing just
o poinis as the Wesford defence, in

ich Clara Storey excelled again.

Id firm while Bolger split the posis

nlarly b cement e victory

Kilkenny will possibly view that
feat as a mich-fecded awakening
ter going 10 months withot defest.

ey had o tesolinding succass over
pperary in round one, 4-13 1008,
Oring godls at eat
Dublin have suffered two defeats

m two. As expected, they gave
1k a stern challenge in Mallow 1n
und one, A low SCOTINE gRme i
ry poor underfoot conditions still
w an wnderperforming and exper-
sital Cork side take the poi

yaterford took the points from
ihlin last weekend. Beth Carton
5 agiinin fine form, shooting nine
ints, including the last four, as

Cork’s Hannah Loaney was this week presented with a Women's Gaelic Players Assocla

Waterfard's .Elnﬂm Carton scores a goal against Wexford,

amnd it's something their manage-
mant tearm are gokng to have to focuws
and improve on very quickly Eva
Marte Eliott received her marching
orders late on, but the Délse girls
were an top by that stage and Carton
made full wse of the placed-ball op-
portunities to take the points. Seven
of Carton's scoris came from frees,

Cork’'s secomd-roumnd tie with Tip-
perary was postponed due to The
Rage being unplayabie, That wasnta
surprise and the game shouldn't

sl F e i e TS

ploee, With- the weather conditions
the way they have bean for the past
fortnight, and the Cork and Tipper-
ary miners playing there last Satir
day, the pitch was nover geing o
heielcd € s, | credif Liz Demjsey
(whao the designated referes for
hath pames) for making the decigion
an Saturday afternoon thal Sunday’s
game would ot go ahead,

That re-flxture is down lfor deci-
sion tedlay In Carrignons, Waterford
Institute of Technobogy at 2pm. Tip-
perary will bring a better perfoim:
ance (o this game than they did twe

snles e aaingt Kilkenny. That is

tiam thind be

. {
2 o
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almost puaranteed.

In group two, Limerick prodd tod
strone for newcomaors Meath, with a
=18 to
gides favour. Miamh Mulcahy car-

ofT last season,
alway nnsurpris-
¢ i round one,

surprised (o see them
drop back down to division two.

In their reund twe fxture, Galway
ciame away from Birr with a 1-11 o
Il win.

Clare did take Moath Iast week,

-7 victory in the Munster -

fter opening rounds

wel scholarships fer 2017 at the Killashee Hotel in Kildare.

Ficture: 5eb Daly/Spedtshle

@@ “"Wexford
turned around last
weekend and
inflicted a first
defeat since last
April ‘16 on All-
Ireland champions
Kilkenny.”

2=14 1o 15, it haad they not, i wouls
have betn the nail in their coflin one
anspecis. Chiloe Mon
wfixture then
= clown for dock
sion this
The s
LOLIFTEA
GAA

th Annual ‘Legends
cnt bikes place at Ma Finnna
sunds, ahaewld of the All-lre
1l amarrow whare th
whoele country (except Galway ) wil
be rooting for Slavghtneill of Dorry
apainat Sarsficlds of Galway in the
seqvor (inal
Myzhatl of Cadow take on Eglis
of Tyrone in the intermediate final




MAR,
20017

Cassidy
the man
inspiring
Slaught

Paul Keane
AIB Club camogle final

Thamas Cassidy teok o from
Slaughtneil in Derry for In-
vorness o fow vears back, the
company of his children sus-
tmining him for the long hael
trip 10 the Scottdsh highlansds
where the annurl Hurling
Shinty international was
taking placo.

The match was on the Sat-
nreday vet on the Sunday he
coiild be found alang a motor-
wary in the Republic of ireland,
ferrving a couple of his
daughters to a camogie gamo
According to local lore, there
was no chance of @ man
steeped in hurling missing
elther of the ties.

Cassidy, father of Ellis,
Anife and Brona, all of whom
will line ot for Slanghtned] in
the AIB All-Ireland club ca-
maoghe final against Sarafiekls
(Galway) at Croke Park
tomorrew (3, 15pm), passed
away before last Oetober's
drawn Ulster final with
Lowghpiel Shamyocks

Slaughineil beat Loughgicl
after & replay and club chair-
man Sean McGuigan com-
manted ow the three Cassidy
girls, with Aoife as captain,
haal delivered in the most
t=sting of circimstances,

T don't know where they
have got the strength to
achieve what they have in
cach and cvery game this year
with all that was happening at
home,” =nid MeGuigan,

Dominic McKinley, the
former Derry hurling man-
aper amd current joimt in
Anirim, is in charge of the
Slaughtnell camogs and reck-
oned Cazsidy, who enticed
him fo the clib, was looking
down thal day,

Yot as Aodle said this week,
it's the county final win over
Ballinascreen that she looks
back on most fondly fom the
club’s remarkable journoey
which has taken them all the
wiay o Croke Park.

“He wias on that pach medi-
catlon that week that he
wasn't right with himself,” re-
vealed Aoife but, sire enough,
“al the comd of tho gnme, wiaen |
was getting proesented with the
cup, hie was coming walking
across the plich.”

The man who onee soald &
family car to buy a bus to help
okt 3t the club will be bk imgE
down again tomorrow wlhen
they face the Galway cham-
pions.

The Slaughtneil hurlers'
Journoy ended at the semi-
final stage last weekend but
the girls are 2till stamding.

“I'd =ay he was out loads of
meney over the venrs, ac-
tually I'm convineed of that,
but he never asked for a

any,"” sald MeGuigan of his

ate pal, A win tonwrrow - and
this ekt will have been more
lhrP; regri,

The match will be precedsd
by the Intermediate club
ST TS L b

i an arlow's
My akiall,
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ultimate glory for Slaughtneil

..................... N

Slaughtneil (Derry) 11O

A record attendance witnessed
an Ulster team winning the
All-Ireland Camoagie %enior
Club Championship for only
the second time as Slaughingil
proved strongest on the home
strafght after a ding-dong bat-
thwiuharmhm%aﬁ:sﬁ:lds.

An aggregate of 6,123 came
through the Croke Park turn-
stiles, Slapghineil's presence
undourbiedly had a ot to do
with that, the club having se-
cured an histarie thiee-timer at
senbor level in Ulster, while the
Feotballers are also in an All-Ire-
land final on S8 Parrick's Day,

This was had extra reso-
nance though, as jeint m
Thomas Cﬁgﬁd: had :naﬁ;
away just before the drawn Ul-
ster final, having been the bead-
ing light in the development of
camogie and hurling in the
il

It was Cassidy who enticed
Antrim legend Dominic McKin-
ley 1o join him and Damian
MeEldowney and the laner duo
steerad the ship magnificently

w an emotionally testing

| B

Cassidy's three daughters Ao
ife, Brona and Eilis played two
days after burying their father
and were magnificent on the
higgest stage ofall.

s m;ualn.ﬁni!ehnlsd the hon-
our of lifting the Bill & Agnes
Carroll Euu;:irﬁ.w defivering a
memarahle speech entirely as
Gaeilge in what was probably
the witimate tribute to her fa-
ther, who fostered alove of the
native iongue and eabure inall
his children.

Prowincial declder
Slaughtneil starved well with

points from Grahom and Low
ise Dougan bue Sarsfields sei-

tled and with Miamb MeGrath

slotting fowr points from frees,
they led entering the second
UAFLer.

“The heroof the replayed pro-
vineial decider, Mary Kelly gave
a reminder of her t when
himing the upright in the 15th
minute and Eilis Cassidy's fol-
low-up was smothered on the
line by Yvanne Lyons,

Oirlaith McGrath slotted two
excellent points on the run but
Dougan landed a patr of mas-
sive lrees (rom around 55m out
and tight to the Hogan Stand
sideling to give Slaughtneil a
marginal interval advanage,
0T 1o -6,

Slaoghmeil wasted a num-
ber of good opportunities early
in the second holf but the vital
goal came five minuges in when
Eilis Cassidy showed tremen-
diiss wision to hit a reverse pass
off the s0d while running away
from goal, back towards Kelly
and the corner-forward made
i mistake,

"Hopper™ McGrath’s crew
dug deopihowgh and the switch

of the manager's youngest
doughter {there were four on
the pateh), the 16-vear-obd Siob-
hiin 1o the hall-forward line had
asignificant impact asshe flowr-
ighed in the space and shot
three potnts.

The Galway club drew level
but cructally they could ot

SLALGHTHER:.|

- abeHuilan, B MiConids Dend
i L Diouga [0-8 frees). S Graham - 5 ¥ ckagm.

collides into the post during
the Alt-Ireland camagie senior
club championship final at
Croke Park.
PHOTOGAAPH. TOMMY DCKECR TP

edge ahead despive having the
upper hand. It was in this peri-
od that Dougan and Graham re-
ally showed their worth, repel-
ling attack after attack.

After Graham was fouled,
Dougan restored Slaughtneils
lead in the 58th minute, ending
a lengthy period for her side
without 3 soore from the time
Eilis Cassidy had exhibited wre-
mendows stickwork to point
deftly towards the end of the
third quarter.

And it was the centre-for-
ward who had the last say, driv-
img aver spectaculary while on
the move and wide on the left.

B Ciara Quirke scored 1-9 as
Carlow’s Myshall beat Eglis of
Twrone 1-10 10 1-9 to win the In-
rermediare ritke ar Croke Fark

westerday,
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Slaughtneil’s finest ho

Slaughtneil (Derry) 1-10
sarsfields (Galway) 0-11
Daragh O Conchiir

AIB All-lreland Senior
Club final

A record attendance wit-
nessed an Ulster team win-
ning the AIB All-Ireland Ca-
maogie Senior Club Charmpion-
ghip for only the second time
as Slaughineil proved stron-
gust om the home siraight after
8 ding-dong batile with a
rezolute Sarsfiolds.

it is a Mirst success for a
Derry slde but just furthep
torment for Gabway, as it rep-
resented a fifth consecutive
Mnal defeat for the county's
répreseniatives.

An aggregate of 6,153 came
through the Croke Park tiarn-
stiles, and for the finals to at-
tract & highest attendance
ever while the games were
alsa being streamed bore test-
mony boan increasing appeal.

Slaughtneil's presence
undoubtedly had a Iot fo do
with that, the ciub having se-
cured an historic three-timer
af sendor level in Ulster, while
tho footballers are also in an
All-Ireland final on St
Patrick’s Day.,

This was had exira reson-
ance though, as joint manager
Thomas Cassidy had passed
away just before the drawn
Ulster fnal, having been the
leading lght in the develop-
ment of camogle and hurling
in the clab.

It was Cassidy who-enticed
Antrim legend Dominde
MeKinley to join him and
Damian McEldowney and the
latier duo steered the ship
magnificently through an
rmotionally testing period.

Cassidy's three danghters
Acife, Brona, and Eills played
bwn days after burying their
father and were magnificent
an the bigeest stage of all.

As captain, Aoife had the

Derviagh MeGuigan, Mary Kefly, and Eilils Ni Chaiside celebrate at the final whistle after their All-Ireland Camogie Senior Club Champienship final

wickory over Sarsfields at Croke Park yesterday.

henaur of llnlnE the Bill &
Agnes Carroll Cup bhafore
delivering a memorable
speach antirely as gaeilge in
what was probably the ulti-
mate fribute bo her father,
who [ostered a love of the
native fongue and culture in
all his children.

Eilis must have gone very
close to being named player of
the match, as must sweaper
and ace rectaker Lowise Datl-

gan bt there could be few ar-
guments cither against the
award to Shannon Graham,
who coverad evory blade of
grass and emerged from
countless rucks with pos-
siession,

slpughtneil startiéd well
with painis from Graham and
Dougan bot Sarsflelds settled
and with Niamh McGrath
slotting four points from
frees, they led entering the

spcoTHl quarier.

The hero of the replaved
provincial decider, Mary
Kelly gave a reminder of her
threat when hitting the
uprlght in the 19th minote and
Eilis Mi Chaiside’s follow-up
was smothered on the line by
Tvonne Lyons

Oraith MeGrath slotted twa
excellent poinis on the rum bat
Dougan landed & palr of mass-
ive frees from around 55m out

Picture: Tammy Dickson/Inpha

and tight io the Hogan Stand
sideline to give the women in
marcen and white a marginal
interval adwantage, 0-7 (o 06,

E-]gé]r;,::‘iul:il wasted a
Tl gooil o nities
early in the secon ﬁ!‘qhu!thr.-
vital goal came five minutes
in when Eiliz Ni Chaisicde
showed tremendous vision to
hit a reverse pass off the sod
while running away (Fom goal
back towards Kelly, and the

corner-forwsrd made no mis-
tilo,

*Hoppor' MeGrath’s crow
dug deep though and the
switch of the manager's yourn-
gest danghber (Here were four
o the pitch), the 16-year-old
Siabhan to the half-forward
line hed a significant impact
i she flourished in the space
and ghot three points.

The Galweginns drew level
but crucinlly they could mot
edge ahead despite having the
npper hand. 11 was In this
period Dougan and Graham
really showed thelr worth,
repelling attack after attock

Staughtnell’s larpe support
grew moere vocal on the back
of each clearance and the
players lifted the bar once
AOTE.

They found the likes of
Erica Leslio amd Laura Ward
in the Sarsfields reargoard in
equally unylelding mood bt
after Graham was foubed, Dou-
gan restored Slaughtneil's
lead'in the 58th minate, end-
ing & lengthy period for her
side without a score from the
time Eilis Ni Chadstide had ox-
hibited tremendous slickwork
b paint deltly towards the end
of the third quarter.

And it was the centre-for-
wartl who had the Inst say,
driving over spectacularly
while an the move sl wikhe on
Ll ey
Scorers lor Slaughaneil: L Dougan D
5] E Mi Craisse 0.3, M Kaly 140 §
Ciemgiim O-1
Scorprs for Selielde N MolGrath 0
43y, 1 45; O MeGnen, 5 McGnzh 0-3
each; 5 Spabman 0-1
SLAUGHTMEIL: J Dradiey, J McMulian,

B Hi Chaiside, Dervsgh MeGuigen, O
CrKane, & Mi Chatgide, C Wcalh, L

Mgdloen, T llloloen
Euba: B Mediter for (ones

(48}, F Burke for & Malion [580, C Mulhel-
L bowr T Dl (5004 J)
SAREFIELDS: ¥ L R Murph, L
Waid, A Spelman, T Ksnewy G MoGem,
E Loslia, M McGrath, K Galisghar, §
Spolman, O WeGrais, K Donghig, §
Casvayn, b Covary, 5 Moleath
Aslersn; A Kaly (Kikdam)

Cork's second-half show
too much for Tipperary

Daragh O Conchdir

Second-hall goealz from
Katrina Mackey and Niamh
VicCarthy helped Cork see off
1 considerable challenge from
Fipperary, prevailing 2-14 to
[-12 at Carriganore in
Noterford o make it twa from
wo in Groap 1 of THvision 1 of
he Litflewoods [reland
~amagie Leaghe,

This tie was a victim of the
nclement weather condltions
ast week and the WIT pitch
vad to pass an inspection
sefore it could go ahead at the
acond time of asking.

Tipperary stepped up
onsiderably on thoir first-
ound ¢fforts whon, after &
ecent showitg in the opening
0 minutes, they fell apart
ampletaely in sufering a 17-
oint rivErse at 1he hands of
Ll kerny. F

They wers mors compet!-
v This thme and led 1-T 1o 0-8

at the break thanks to Megan
Byan's 12th-minute goal Four
mimtes later, Rolsin Howand
shot the wrong side of the
crossbar when booking certain
o ralse a green Nag and had
that pone fn, the wind would
have been in Tipp's sails.

They had come hack well
firom a three-point deficid after
Julia White, Mackey and Orla
Cotter had shot some good
geores but Ryan's goal, allbed
to peints from Byan, Howard
and Micole Walsh enabled
them {0 get their noses in
frant.

Paudie Murray ¢alled In the
hesvy artillery at the inferval,
bringing on midfield dynamo
Ashling Thompson for Orla
Cronin. It was Mackey who
sparked the turnaronnd
though when grabbing the
gliptar from Gemma
O'Connor's long delivery ard
she made no mistake to shake
the rigging and put Cork in

front. Campion and Walsh
restored parity but Cork

three clear onee more,
thanks to Amy O'Connor,
Cotter and Mackey, and whan
MeCarthy's shot from a fight
angle looped Intao the
Tipperary net, the destination
af the preciouws pelnts was
finally confirmed.

In Division 3. DuobHn
recarded a highly impressive
win over Tyrone in another
rescheduled match at Carrick-
mare, taking the hopnoirs 7-13
to 1-5. It was 3-T o 0-4 at the
interval amcd the verdict was
naver in doubt feom that
junciure despite the hosts®
gamr e Torts.

The weather continued o
play havoe with the fixlures,
with another Divisien 3 tie
between Roscommon and
Clare, as wall as the four
Fpicdlls Post Primary Senbor
Finals, posipened due to
wiplavable pitclies,

Quirke the star as Myshall
hold out for famous victory

Myshall (Carlow) 1-10
Eglish (Tyrone) 1-9
Daragh O Conchiir
Croke Park
AIB All-frefand
Intermediate Club final

Ciara Quirke hit 1-% as
Carlow's Myshall securdd the
AIBR All-Treland Camogie In-
tormediate Clob titbe af Croke
Park.

It i5 anly four years since
Myalall clalmved a second con-
gecutive All-lreland Junlor
Club iinle,

While Myshall had the
upper hand for long spells,
thay had {o withstand a deter-
mined rally firom Eglish that
fell narrowly shart. Thelr
slar, Clara Dennelly, had a
chanee firam a freo o equalise,
with 30 seconds of the allsibed
thires minites of iniry time

h:-lnglin.mmg. st puallesd bt &hot

wide.

Myshall dominated the
opening exchanges and it took
n iremendous save from
Leona Gallagher to deny
Emma Coagan from ¢lose
range, Gallagher though
when Guirke; who landed six

nts from placed balls in the
irst half, rifled a ballet (o (he
roof of the net soon after.

At the other end, Méabh
McHugh shotl wide under
pressune from the advancing
poalkeeper Joanne Joyees.

Wuairke’s poal gave Myshall
a 1-6 i 04 Enlerval lead, How-
BV 1|'|L':|.' appeared to invite
thelr opponents anfo them on
the restart as they withdrow
Imto an Increasingly defensive
formation, Niamh Mehuliy's
d481h minute gaal, affter o
Eirong run |:|!.-' Donnelly,
changed the game, leaving
three betweon the sides anid
though Carlow hod a penaliy

thiree minwtes later, Guirke
elected to take the point. Eg.
lish poured Forward and Don-
nelly shot three consecutive
points to leave the mintmum
between them,

Guirke seored what proved
the winner on the hour, loft-
ing a free imperiously owor
from &4m but Donnelly replicd
in kind before the dramatic
concluslon.

Scorers fo¢ Myshall: © Cuitks 180
Gy, O 434, 0-1 pan|; E Cotgan 01
Searon for Dglish: © Donredy 000 (708
1 45); N Mty 1.8 i
EGLESH: L GaBagher, L Masan, B Hoes-
lidd. Cathy Jordes, Clakn Jordes ©
McGrondy, A Dannelly 5 Jordss, & Jor
dam, L Donrelly, K Cuady, H McHuty, M
Haustghery, M Mckgh, | Subs
o Lagan of Morugh (36), A& Basmob for
Haugheer 1533 r
EEYSHALL! J Joyeo, P Whelan, M
Ciirios, W Filan, [ :::-Im I Modan, M-
résadl Doy, G iy, T Vslsain, O Jor.
dan, & Fusshadzien, Marisn Doyle, B Gooe
gan, & Churil, L Hotan, J
Sub: K Crooks for L Rolan (53]
Aerleres: F Wichsmam {Clamj,
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Suughemed [Derry] -1
Sarslietds (Galway] 0411

A RICDAD attpndancn wnasod sn Lister bam wirking B A All-reand Camogie Serior (s
Dl e ool B wecond 1me a4 Slaugined proved Siongies on the hame sirsight sfter a dng:
oy burt s with a reolute Serulieldy

e b & st suoress for @ Devny Side bt st fursher torment for Galway, o B represertod o T8 th comseoutsg
Firsl dhefieat o the cowunty’s FopfEsEriatives.

n spgregate of 6173 came through the Croior Park fumaies, and for e fines eoarnact 2 higness
amendanoe ever whis th games wire also being stresmed one Sesfmony o an incriing apoal

Sl gl i priiencs undloubbadly Fud @ L7 55 Ja with Bl This el hiwiag S0unsd an hishons Swee-fmer
et s v s i, el e fipsatbatiors: s sl in s AlL-insland) Finad on St Patrici's Dy,

This s bl izl resorunce haugh, o joint mareger Thamors Cridy e pessed sy ot belors e
drasam Lisser Final, huwing baoen rhe Losdng Ughi In the deseel opement of camagie and| huriing In the cluf.

e Caredchy i erwicrad Amirim Ligendd Dlorriin'c Wickirsley 00 join hivn aref Clarriam MeCldcuruig &6 B
e s shisnoed the ibip rmagrificonty through an errotiosslly testing pericd

Comaelys thrre dusghiers e, Brin bl Pl played ran thays #fter Burying Hher lithatr o warn
rragrticons) an the dgget stage o all,

)
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h%%hﬂrﬂnﬁrdﬁﬁhﬂlhwwmm-mﬁwﬂ;m
erinely a5 Sl what wars protatly th uiimene erisue [ e feter, who Tesbeed & Lowe of the ratve
g dd cuiure i all s ohildres,

it et B o ey Chi By Bing narmend player off the maschy, 25 TSt Bt dnd o et
Louise ougan but thany tould e few arguenents ither agavst thi swerd so Shannon Grahum, wha covensd
ey e S g and emerged from countiess: nuciks Wit poyiession

Saghnel statod wiell with poings frovm: Grshan and Dougis but Sarefisiss sermied e wish Marh MeGras:
dﬁﬁiwmmihmmmhmm.

mm#hwmm.m:m"numﬂhmmm‘qu
iy the 5™ rrisuste and Bitis N Chasidi's Foll ow-up wiss, Senathened o the L oy W Ly,

Drlaih Mclrath slotied ree excellent pointy onche nun but Dougan Linded a ek of s frses e
arpird 55 oot aeud whhmm% o v b e in maroon and whity & margina
vl achisrtnge. 0-7 o 06

wwcmdmmwhnuﬁmmumuwmm
Frirustesy in whan Bl M Chiluide showd tremendius wiion to hit @ reverse pass =8 the sod whil rurving
@y Irom gel, baek torwards Kelly and T porrer-forwend mude e ks ke

“Hopper” Melrwes's criw dug deep though and B wsstch of T TR YOUNg T e [y were
four orthe pitch], e IByiar-cod Sobiio fo the hall o preerd ine bl & significant rpact o the Floureied
i thee s and shot thoes poinks.

Thar Gl wgiars drrer Livvrl bt Ty Tty Do feE ool aheed deite Paving S upper band It was n
this pearion] Ehat Dunsgar e Gewhuien sihally shorwed Bl wearth, sielling sttack siver attmce.

Sasghined"s Large ipport g mone wocst on the back of sach Elearance and the players e th bar

They Tound thir ees of Drics Listie snd Laara Wad in the Sarufisice ML I el unylsldiag oo

bt b Grafam wirs Pouled, Dougen rimbcred Slmughteet s Led in m#mm.mm
For hr e without i scone from the vime B M Chaiside had exhibied Trermemdeus sEciowark o i
dhely trwards the end of v thisd quarter

And it wan the cermre-lorwird whn had ta List sy, driving oo SpeCtasylicly whils on e mews and wids
o I

SCORERS FOR SLALGHTMENL: L Dougan 0-6{1s]: £ b4 Chabuds 55, M ity -0 5 Gratarn 0-)
GLURERS FOR SAREFR005: M lAcGrath D43, 1 45) O Mobrass, S MoGraeh D3 mach: & Soellman -1

MJM.JW.HHMWWEM,AHMIEWL
Beaigan, 5 Graham, § McKaigue L Chasnicle, Devinr McTn s, B Mielly, 5 Malien T Milion, Sube: B Mckisier

Foor Dot dee uiggars (4B F i for 5 Msilon (S8, £ Muloiland for T Metian [Ty

SARSFELDS ¥ Lynem. B Murpiy. L Wared & Speltman, T Kervay, © i rath, E Lestie, & Mclth, & Sallagher,
im#mnhtmimiﬂm.sm

REFCATE: B Killy (Kidare)
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SUNDAY,
Littlewaads Mational

Division 1

Cork v Waterford,

Carriganore, 2pm.
WITH two wins from two and top-
ping group 1 of the Littlewoods
National Division 1 League, Cork
will travel to WIT, Carriganore,
with plenty of confidence on Sun-

day.

Waterford gave Wexford a fright in
pound one, losing by a point after Beth
Carton scored 1-4 without reply In the
finalquarter, bringing her tally to 1-6.
She had an opportunity to equalise

m Linda Mellerick

with & free from distance bat it unfor-
tunately drifted wide. Still, Waterford
wenai | have been pleased with that per.
formance and took it inte a $ecand-
round victery over Dublin, 0-11 to 1-7.
Discipline is something Waterford
peed b0 be mindful of. having had a
player sent off in both games for sec.
ond vellow offences. [t's difficult
enatigh to compete for a relative new
oomer at sentor lovel without D't'l.IFHE
pnnecessary hardship on yourself,
Cork received a stern challenge
from Tipperary last weekend, only
shaking them off in the final quarter,

GAA President 2
Award for Eithne

Eithne Allen, of Sarsfield Camogle club, will ba
imamted wiith the prestighows GAA President

ward at a banquet fomorrow night, where
sports stars frosm across the four provinces will
be honoured by GAA president, Aogan O
Fearghail.

Allon was born into a family siecped in (he
history of Sarsfields GAA Glanmire, Her kate
father, Jack, won a sonior county medal
winner with Sars in 1851 and was a seloctor
mgn the clib won the county championship in

As a youngster, she played camogis with
Sars and progressed to winning two county
medals (sentor and intermediate) and an All-
Ireland medal in the senfor colleges, in Croke
Fark, with her schoal, St Aloysing, which was
coached by the late Canon Michaed OYBrien.

She has been an offlcer of Sars camopie chib
since her late teens and has held varions posi-
thons, since then until preseant day, She was
pairt of efforts to set up Cork's fivst Primary
Sehools Coaching Scheme, In 2002,

Thik conehing initiative has been adopted by
many chubs since then. Under her watchiul eve
the club has grown in recent veard o G mam-
bership of 300, L

The awards will be shown on TG4, from
T.a0pm tomorrow night.

e emmenity olge e ctarcafer defeating 3t My, Garieple nthe Cork Coleges S X Merriman opfnal at Gt

o F

Cork's Ashling Thompson under pressure from Dedreann Mullany and Emma Flanagan of Dublin.

Discipline letting

own the Deise

That wasn't a surprise and the two
peoinits weere well desarved. Cork's see-
afd half performance was very lm-
presshve, with a strong work rate.

Ashling Thompson was outstanding
whon introduced for the second 30
minutes, having arrived late due to
exam commitments. Amy 0'Connor
also Impressed with Linda Collins
ahowing wall. Nimmh MeCarthy, with
Limndted jon, was elfective while
Julla White is getting stronger with
every outing.

Orla O’ Dwyer's positioning as a
third midfielder midway during the
apening half unsettled Cork a littbe bud
once they came to terms with 18, mov-
ing Pamela Mackey out as a marker in
the secomd half, there was enly going
to be ane winmner,

Picture: Cathal Hooaan

50, things are shaping up okay for
Cork aven thoagh this weekend spes
sirain on nombers available. Orla
Cotter and Hannah Looney are doulst-
ful due (o strains they currently have.
With the intermediate side playing Ar-
magh In Cork on Sunday at 1.30pm and
they too having their share of starting
doulvs, Paudie Mureay is loft balan.
oing his resources. Briege Corkery and
Emer O'Sylivan have yof to pariake in
the beqgmie and with & few injuries here
andl thers it doesn’t take much to de-
plete a souad.

Still Cork should have enough in ihe
tank to overcome Wilerford, Another
three points would be welcomed: Kil-
kenny host Dublin and Wesford enjoy
heme advantage over Tipperary, also
an Sunday,




Slaughtneil united

in quest for double

Camogie

“NI NEART go cur le chéile!™

“Those were the words spoken by vie-
torious captain, Anife Ni Chaislde, at
the end of an acceptance speech de-
livered in Irish, following Slaught-
nell's magnificent AIB All-freland Ca-
mogie Senbor Club final victory over
Larsficlds, last Sunday,

The phrase means “There is no
strengih without unity” amd il_ i=a peT-
fiect motts for the club championships,

It waz stitched on the jerseys of the
Slaughtned]l comoghe tearm that won the
first of what they hope is a Croke Park
double, with the footballers returning
to HE} on Friday weck. What Slaugit-
neil brought 1o Croke Park last Sunday
wis pricelets. Thi 6000 in attendance
was the highest on record for an All-
Irokamnd elub cxmogrie final

It wounld have been significantly
smaller If Slaughined] haghy't been 50%
of the senbor attraction. Just as with
Mayleld, a Tew weeks ago, thoere
weasn't a soutl keft in the parish and its
boundaries. i was @ tremendous final.
toe, which often izn't tle casa on press-
ure diys

Slavghtneil's hoemecoming. anmd the
story of the now famons club, brought
tears of pride.

We all hoped for the firy-tale enc-
ing for Slanghineil. The hurlers lost
aut, but the girls have iriumphed anil
e foatikellers can do (e double. This
victory wag huge lor camogic il
gives small cinbs and parishes |:'m|.'u."
and belief that they oo can achieve
Ereat things

How emotional 11 must kave been for
the three Ni Chalskde slsters. Aoffe was
gure io have been thinking of her late
father. Thomas, as she recelved the
cuip, the joint manager who died five
days before the drawn Ulster final,
after a long hattle with cancer.

He hadd been o the forefront of the
eslablishmont of "An Carn’ and the
philosophy surrounding it. An Carn
affers a wide range of facilities and ae-
tivitles within the raral setting of
Carntagher. The Carntogher maon-
taim walches over a small rural com-
munity of abwoant 300 housoholds, jiest
ourtslle Magher:, Doy,

Thomas also developed camogie aned
hiarling in the fooiball stronghoeld, and
would have been thrilled that the
hurlers did thelr bit. as the club
achieved an historic Ulster senior
championship treble. His sons. Sedn
ane Eanna, were part af that paneci,
while Aoifc was joined by Bronm amd
ELls in strengthening the spine of the
CamnOaEse Lo,

I found myself nedding In agree-
oo, listening to Aoife's comments
after the game: “There are many,
fy haoirs inoour legs, We have been
training together, this particular
Eroup, with our management., for throee
VRIS fay, The fitness builds over o
period of years, the experisnce
builds, We've stuek fopether, wo've
been selfish In the past three irr.'-.-urq_
We've hiel to sacrifice onr social Hves,
W't had to sacrifice”.

Those words are &6 troe. You will

|:. : v - :
Slaughtneil's Sinead Mellon flicks the sligtar away from Sarsfields’ (odagh McGrath.

Picture: INPHO Tommy Grealy

hear every greal sporisperson say that
they are selfish. You have to be. Your
time, your training, yonr disciplined
lifestyle 12 the cholee you make to be
e best that vou can be. When partof a
fearm, you need similarly milnded fndi-
vicluals (o achieve a poal.

For many clubs, however, ihe de-
sire, the willlngness 1o sacrilice, ksnt
there. But more rural elubs are achiey-
ing what seams Hke the impessible, be-
ciause it's o community effort and al-
maost overy social outing revalves
arosiwd the club.

Everyvone is invalved. Training and
miatcles are gt of the social scone,

It often surprizses me when pliyers
say they miss socialising, because of
training and matches. Just becanso i
is withoul make-up or beer doesn’t

mean it isn't socialising.

You often hear Briege Corkery say
that training with the Cork lady foot-
ballers i where she socialises, ils
where she meets her friends. 1t 't a
chore.

W had our fale €hare of nights out
when [ was playving. But we knew
when to do it Same of my most
precious memories are of training
hard, winning big games, and socialis-
ing afterwards, feeling on top of the
world. It does take more discipline
tolay, that's for sune, Hut, (o me, iEs 2
modre exciting discipline.

There is so much more o learn, so
many noew ways to analyse, irain, and
improve. 1°d love to be competitively
irnining todday

Myshall won the All-Ireland Iniler-

@@ " Just because it
is without make-up
or beer doesn't
mean it isn't
socialising”

mediate tiile. Another fantastic win
for & non-traditional camogie and hurd-
ing stronghold. Carlow ane so enthusl.
astic aboul comogie and it 15 fantastic
thev got this reward, It will, un-
doubtedly, have a positive Knock on,
What of Galway? Four different Gal-
way clulbs have contesiod the last flve
All-Treland senior finals: Killkmor {25,
Ardrahan, Mullagh, and Sarsfields.
They v lost all five and that's tough,
bk, I'm worbering. Tvow i5 it (hat?
Galway can't win more All-Ireland
génior Yitles with those club players,
1986 and 2013 are thelr two titles fo
ki, J
[ i’ rate them hogely n 2013, bt
they won s full credit fo them.
They ve failed to achicve another,
Therd's something wrong thene.

Cork host
luckless

Armagh

CAMOGIE
& Mary Newman

Littlewoods Division 2
National Camogie League;
Cork v Armagh, Zpm.
ARMAGH make the long jour-
ney south on Sunday to take
on a Cork side that lead sec-
tion two in Division 2 of the
Littlevoods National Leagus

Armagh have just one gime
played as their round two
clash with Kildare was post-

ned duse to bad weather and

ving lost out to neighbours
Antrim in round one they will
be anxious to get points on the
board

Cork, with wins over Gal-
way amnd a fancied Westmeath
side, are in a strong position
and a win on Sunday would
sot them up nicely with just
two pames (o go, away (o Kil-
dare and Antrim.

Cork are the only county to
have recorded fwo victories
and the countles with just ape
game plaved to date Kildare
and Armagh both bost as well
Ewven at this stape a glance at
the scoring stats puts the Cork
tally way ahead of the other
counties with a massive plus
19 }.'H}h'll'j 1o thedr credit some-
thing that could come in
handy was there (o bea tight
finish at the ond,

Defensively Cork have
stood strong, conceding just
%1% points to Gabway and five
1o Westmeath, whilst up fromt
plavers like Rachel O'Shea,
Keeva McCarthy, Jacinta
Crowley and Sarah Fahy have
all tormented defences as they
notched up 13 poinis against
Galway and 17 against West-
meamth. %1 will ipate i

1 cipate in
remicr junior Erlﬂe All-Ire-
nd series they lost out in
their ning league game to
Ukster itor champions An-
trim by iust four peints and
they will have taken a lot of
positives rom their displas on
the day something that pleas-
e their management texm.

Manager Jim McCormac
was optimistic afier their first
game in Division 2, “This was
a tough garme at a higher lovel
for Armagh and has sef 1s up
for similar games in the fu-
tare, This should ensure we
get a tough set of game to get
us ready for the Summer
Champlonship campaign.”

Joint manager Paddy
MicArdie was pleased with the

&, “What was pleasing was
the fact that we were way be-
hind our intended schodule
but the girls competed right
until the end of the game and
put Antrim under huge press-
e for large periods of time.
Had we of been a hit more
clinieal in front of goal and

with out decision making 've

no wp woiild have came
away the win."

i Jost oot in the pre-

F AlL-Ireland fimal

to Bt they have fine

Ciara Colette McSor-

ley, Rachacl Merry, Bernie
Murray and Eimear Smyth.
Cork will go in as favourites

i



Corkand

Claredirect
toMunster
U16B final

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

CORK and Clare are In a
Munster U6 B final without
having pucked a ball,

They are the only two
eounties to have entered the
Munster B competition. With
the Cork U6 A team already
through 1o the provincial de-
cider, and awaiting thedr oppo-
nonts, who will be either Clice
or Tipperary, the focus is on
the UIGE s

The B Egnel have worked
gide by slde with the A sguad
and preparations have gomne
well, with several practice
games played and the Cork
mentors and players are look-
ing forvard to Sunday’s con-
tost, Unfortunately, at the
time of going to print, the
provincial council were awalt-
inE A thme and venue.

The Cork panel is

Caotmbe Buckley {(Innkscar-
ra}, Jade Hooper {Ballyhea),
Jonnifer Morphy (Blarneyl,
Kate Dorney {Ballygarvan},
Hannah Sexton (Kilbrittan/
iTimoleague), Lucy Wallace
{Midleton), Claire Bernard
{5Habh Rua), Eva Rose Boylan
{Aghada), Katelvnn Holkand
(Douglasy, Sinead Hurey (En-
niskeane), Mairead Crowley
,{I{llhre-e], Orlalth Cummins
{5liabh Rua), BEimear Hurley
{5t Finbarr's), Sinead O'Don-
nell (Mewtownshandruam),
Kathleen O Reilly (Charlevil-
ley, Eate Corcoran (Ennis-
keane), Sarah Roche (Kill-
gagh), Eve 0'Connor (Brian
Dillan’s), Sarah O Keeffie (Bal-
linora), Emma Murphy (Blar-
nev), Katie Ann Crean (Balli-
noral, Elena Kelleher (Kill-
eagh), Siobhan O’'Donovan
{Courcey Rovers), Tara
MeCarthy (Glen Rovers),
Clionadh Casey (Dangour-
ney), Lauren McCarthy (5t
Finbarr'sh

Ballincollig tournament:

The Ballincollig under-
lights towmament has
to be & huge hit once again.
Fixtures in week two werd
postponed, due to pitch condi-
tions, but everything continu-
od as por schedule this woek.
Results to date indicate close
clashes in all games,

In the opening week, Sars-
field’s had two points to spare
over Eire Og in a tough battle,
RBallygarvan got the upper
hand on Dnugizs. Onto wetk
two and Eire Og got them-
zplves o win, as they had a
point to spare over Ballygar-
valL

And the second game the
game r:vnnlnglgmm equally
gxciting, as Glen Rovers and
Ballincollig findshed level.

This week, Sarsfield’s con-
tinued their good run with a
win over Douglas, whilst Glen

jRovers had a win over Eire
Og, with five points to spare.
p There is just one game on L
Freture Hst next week, on Wed-
pesday, when Ballincollig
meet Ballygarvan at 7.30pm,

r—md the following Wednestlay
it is Douglas versus Glen
RBovers, at Ga0pm.

A date for the last game,
Sqrafield's versis Ballincollig,
fa yet tobe

Eimear 0"Gorman, Charleville, is tackled by Coachford's Natie McCarthy, Jenny Burke and Ella Foley.

Coachford giris
retain the title

Coachford College 1-6
St Mary's, fﬁﬂ't’ﬂ"i 0-5

COACHFORD College retained the
Cork Colleges Camogie Senior A
Merriman Cup as they recorded a
four-point victory over 5t Mary’s,
Charleville at the Cork Schools
Pitch on Castle Road.

fn a hard fought contest Clara
MeCarthy polnted an early free to give
Coachford the lead. 5t Mary's re-
sponded quickly to level matter hefore
Cinra McCarthy siotted over a 45 after

B Mary Newman
& good save from Chloe Keogh in the
Charleville goal.

Fiona Melligan again edged the
North Cork school in front and work-
ing kard they a,gplled huge pressure
bt a Ciara MeGarthy goal gave the
Coachford girls an impoertant lead
which they extended guickly with a
Cliena Healy poind.

With thelr defense holding @ tight
hold on the Charleville attack they
maintained the upper hand and with
Miriam Cotter, Clara Ring, Tara ClLil-

ford and Ajdesn Buckley sirong in de-
fense Coachford stood firem u a lat

of ure,
altlin O'Brien and Clara McCarthy

traded points and with Cliona Healy
pddeled Ber secopd and Katie MoCarthy
adding one Coachford maintained
{heir lead to the finish and thay wene
not going to be denied. Inan exciting
comtest, Both teams it their all.

Best for Coachford were Ciara Two-
mey, who had an excellent hour, Mi-
rlam Cotter, Tara Clifford and Katle
MeCarthy whilst for 5t Mary's, Fiona
Melligan, Chloe Keogh and Kate Kil-
comimins hattled to the finish.

Earller in the season Coachford s
junior side recorded a double when

they annexed the league and cham-
plonship titles and this was the icing
on thi cake for the Mid Cork school.
feaenrs Tor Coachiond: K Can Meladsy 1-2, K
McCardhy, © Hoaly 0-2 sath

1 Mary's, Chidlevila: C Ofiden, E Moy (-2
aich, F heligan 51,

COAEHFORD: © v, A Buckoey, M Conee, T
oo & Henrssy (o). © Mt Calba MoCarthyt K
KieCarnhy,  Durke; C Shaahan, Claes MoCarthy, B
Fodoy; G Hioaly, L Moyrihan, L Dingen

C Oranien; E

E OFynn, J Hooper,
Maswiile, e Verun lor esdeios’s Limraoods
[Dowition 2 Hajunal clash batwats Cork s
e a5 Fri0ikeils (soh in

Draws made for adult and minor camogie contests

THOUGHTS turn to the league with the draws for
titboms maide recently and
with adate of the first week In April. The following
are the groups and grading of ¢lubs {rom senkor
down to junior C. Next week, we will have the minor
anid underage groupings, Floures for thee Ieague will
be distributed to slubs in the coming weck.

iy ]t and minGs commpe

Sendor:

Tn group one of the sonkor league, Courcey Rovers,
Douglas, Ballygarvan, nowly promotod Mallow,
red iogether. 16

Cloughduy, and :‘.}lnhn Hnﬂi;-em nn:!
group twe, county champons in
plgcarra, will be joined by Killeagh,

Senior B/ Intermediate:

The serbor B league has ihree sections, ong with
aix clubs snd two with five teams. They will be joined
by the intermediate clubs for the league competi-
tinns. As there are only ive intermediate clubs, it is

i Catherine’s.
51 Finbarr's, carefield's, and Ballincollig.

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

medinte leagua

town. Group two;
hotders, In-

andd Enniskeana,
Jumior:

betier for them to participate in the senior B leagne.
The two intermesdiate chubs who record the most vic-
tories i the sondor B league will contest the inter-
final. The senlor B leagie grolps ars
holders Clonakilty, Kilbrittan/Timoleague, Eire O,
Aghabullogue, Mewtownshandrum, and Newcos-
valley Rovers, Brian Dillen's,
Barryroe, Carrigatine and Tracton. Group three: Fr
) Neill's, last vear's intermediate champlons mak-
ing their senjor B debut, with Bleckrock, Ballinlins-
sig, who this year have re-graded down from senior,

The junior A league is in two groups of four. Water
grasshill, with four new gignings, will be the team {0

watch. The inchasion of former Cork senbor plager,
aiarie O'Metll, who has transferred back from 3il-
ford. former All-Ireland-winning captain, Catrions
Foley, formerly Clowghduv, Aisling Whooley, £X-
carsfield’s, and former Waterford player, Delrdre
Mugent, makes the Hill a force,

The three clubs that make up the group are Na
Piarsaigh, Baliyhea, and Youghal, while the other
group 1s 31 Vincent's, Bride Rovers, Bishop-
stown, and Banteer. At junior B, there are 11 teams
i the league and its bao groups. Group one: Balline
ascarthy, Ballinoollig. Charleville, Castelyons, Ballk-
pora, and Glen Rovers, Group bwo: Cobh, Douglas,
Innlscarra, Sarsfield’s and St Finbarr's will bid for
the two top spols on offer. Juntor C group one |3
made up of Blarmey, Kilworth, Kin=ale, Cobh, Mill-

stroel, Mallow, and Castlemartyr. Group two la Clon-

Piarsaigh.

akilty, 5t Fanahan's, 51 Vincont's, Aghadn, and Mo



Linda
Mellerick

Cork 3-19
Waterford 0-9

A RESHUFFLED Cork side over-
came Waterford to make it three
wins from threein the Littlewoods

Mational League Division 1 in WIT
yesterday.

This was without the injured Orla
Cotter, as well as Hannah Loeoney and
Libby Coppinger, who wore both in ac-
tion with UEC s footballers over the
werkentd :

Playing with a very strong wind it
was a surprise that Waterford Lmmedi-
ately went into defenskve mode, pack-
ing at least eight players behind the
ball with just four in attack. It was
clear that their intent was to stop Cork
from scoring mone 0 than go ouk and
atiack the game themselves. With
Gemma O'Connor starting in midfield
and alternating her role between de-
fender and attacker and Ashling
Thompson dropping betwoeen Cork's
Tandf anad full back lines Waterford weng
never poing to make much headway,

They relied heavily on the ree-tak-
ing of Beth Carton. 5o, outnumbered,
they could hirdly hove sxpected any-
thing better than the result they got,
115 e gurpeise they finished with just
nine points, three from play. Agains
the wind, Cork were still doeminant,
bask prrtting height into thelr striking
led tooa few wides with the swirling
wind, and Waterford wore ficst (o score
ilrough Miamh Roclkett.

Katrina Mackey replicd befare
Linda Collins, who had a storming
afternoon, put Cork ahead after & groat
sirike firom the right angle. Colling is
prowing more confident with every
pame. Her frst touch, strength, and
ability to scoro peints on the hack foot,
under pressure and from difficuli
anghes §s improssive.

Cork leoked hongry and lively, Julia
Whikte showed woll and Cork are begin-
ning o look ke they could have a se-
fectlon headacho once thoey have their
full compliment of playvers back, It%s a
welcome sight after Cork"s first 15

Second half was a big imp

CORK BOSS Paudie Murray wasn't too fmpressed

more of bess selecied themselves duar-
ing 2006, The Cork players looked to b
anjoring themselves with some good
passages of play, Thelr work rate con-
timkies to e strong.

Waterford led by one entering the
secand guarier but onee Cork got their
noses in front they falled to gain parity
after that. Colling got inskde the corner
back, judging the bounce of the ball
perfectly, and degpite Tracey Kiely in-
itialty snving well, she fiicked the re-
bound to the net. Forther poinis from
Collins, the two O'Conpor's-Gemma
amd Amy and Katrina Mackey, Cork
led 1-6 to 07 at the break.

Tt weould be remizs of me not (o men-
tion the contribution of Beth Carton
for Waterford during the epening half.
Her free taking was impeccable anid

with Waterford's approach to yesterday”s league fix.

ture in WIT buf was pleased with how his playors

handled the situation,

“If you leok at the first 20 minuies 1 (hink we

fvirved thie ball quite well.™ hae said.

“I think we had 17 attacks during that period. Our
jrst touch left us down at thmes. I'd say the last ten
eknles af the frst half was disappointing.
“Thitie was i lack of Intensity and movement with
our team, It's difficnlt to play with a nine-man de-

i foese Feally.

e second half was much belter, 3-19 is a good

k siruck from distance with Walerford's de-
ense picked to capacity, The swiring wind was in

BCOr,

“Agaln, I'm repeating mysell, we only have three
(BF four days done on a piteh so you'd have to be
'hl:[:'!-' enough, with two big games to come,”

[ g T

rovement

REACTI

_1‘7

shie foresd a fine zave from Aoife Mur-
ray. After having little support, she
somehow 2ot lhm:gh Cork's defence.
Shc‘sawrg!ﬂ&m JI]B]"ET. "

Mow with the wind. although it did
case, Cork, as exﬂfﬂcted, opened the
floodgnbes during half. Cal-
lins continued ber excellent perform-
ance with 1-3 as eight players in total
got on the scoresheet.

Diefensively, Chloe Siperson did well
as Cork emptied their limited bench,
due to the Ddvislon two side alsd inac-
tion. Rachel O'5hea pointed after being
introduced with Finola Neville, Laur-
an Homan and Boisin Killetns also
slotting in well, _

It was a disappointing Waterford

ormande, it must be said. But Cork
a job todo and did it well,

:luhgthm h.

Waterford.
Picture: Sean Byrne//Deioe Sport

It"s three wins from three for the
seniors with a home game next Sunday
againat Wexford.

Segsars for Coc L Coling 245 K Mackey 1-5 (6~
N, G O'Coanner 0-3 §0-2), A D'Connee 02, J While,
O Cronin; A O%hea, L Treacy 0-1 aach,
Watarford: B Caon O-7 (061), N Aocket 0-2.
pm.-"“fmnmmmlu s 4 J'LBL a
' - .
C.‘I'Cu-nrrn::: & D' Cornor, O Cronim, J 'Whita, &
Mpckey, M McCariy, L Colim.
Subs: F Noville Jor J Barry (380, A O'Shea Tor J
Ve {45, L Hoonan for A OrConnad (5], R Kilssn
for Linaeso DY Sulitvemn (535
WATERFOAD: B O : & Powar, F Maoirisaey, C
: 1 Peeest, J M Flussed: & Landets,
v O'Branc K WcMahon,. N Rockell. 5 Kemen, G
AheClone, B Caron, | Hatiernan
Swba: A Qdareey for | Highernan [45), C T for
M Aussell (485, N Ahsmo for K Mellahen [35). B
Hanvanigh e S Bamran [56).
RAwleres: Fintan McMamaea (Ciam),

says boss Murray

the Cork manager.

“In the game today she's probably up there

m Linda Mellerick
itially difficult to judge but whet Cork setthed there
WA a greal o SCOreTs

there.

=rcond hall

“¥eah, | think towands the emd of the first hall we
started our aitack too deep, whereas in the first 20
minutes we were taking the ball to midfield and we
wire working it from there.

"o, it's something we spoke about at half time. to
bring the ball a bit further and work it and switch it

“And [ think we used the ball ihat bit botter in the

“I'think o led of what we'll eall ‘U newcomars’ itre
starting to show up a bit as well which is pleasing.

Linda Collins” performance deserves a mention.

“Yeah, her touch is incredible 1o be honest,” stated

with the best of them In terms of her first touch
and that gives hor o bit of time then; her striking is

“Chloe Sigerson played well, Jen Barry a[ufl
piamh MeCarthy are going well 20 you know, I'm
guifte happy.

When you consider the players Cork were down
today things do ook positive? ,

“Yies, We've Emer Sull back Tuesday night, Orla
Cotter, maybe Briege in another few weelks.™

s it starting to create competition for places?

“Wall that"s what we want this vear. We want 20

rs to be showing up well.

“I thought Rachel 0'Shea did quite well when she
came in and Lauran and Bolsin didn’t look oot of
place cither. We've the two big ones to come S0 next
week is a vital game *

really.’

5-13
0-5

IT'S threasut of three for Corl:
as they confldently overcame
the challenge of Armagh i<
maintain their unbeaten mr
in the Littlewonds Division 2
Mational Leaguw in Ballymea
coda yesterday,

Blustery conditions made §
& hard but Cork with the gals
force wind in their favour is
the opening half ladd the foun
dations foF victory.

Armagh went defensive fo
the opening half in an efTart ¢
contain the Cork attack b
with their midflelders wark
ing hard Cork enjoyed hug
possession and every oppos
tunity was taken.

Cork led 0-2 to 0-1 ten mic
utes in Caroline Sugroe i
Rachel Merry having opéne
the scoring for either sid
early. i

Two goals from Kaitli
Hickey in the space of a mis
uie setiled Cork and drivin
forvard they built on their as
Van lage.

Keeva MeCarthy was uner
ing with three pointed e
and two from play.

Hayley BEyan was also o
target with a goal and point &
Cork made use of possessio
and bullt wp & comforiable 3.
to -1 interval lead.

Armagh came out in dete
mined mood for the secemn
half and now it was the Cor
defence’s turn to stand firs
bt three Rachel Merry poin
had the deficit reduced bl
Cork Tag Tjiﬁ;&lm&hni:!

e in I:
mm second halfa pol
from substitute Sarah Fah

They guickly added to the
tally when Caroline Sugri
reacted guickly and inte
cepted the resulting sho
puck out and bearing down o
goal she finished well to il
net. Keeva Mc Carthy wi
thres points withoud reply ha
Cork in a comfortable pos
tion. Armagh did win a pens
ty but it was deakt with well i
keeper Amv Lee, Clal
MeKinley and Kaitlin Hicke
traded points before Huyls
Evan found the net for Corlk

gl to seal the deal,

With just Kildare and A
trim to play this resilt p:
Cork in a parfect position a
shonld be encugh to sew the
H;‘mugh to securing & sent

al spot.
Scarers far Coric K
M. K Hickay 2+1, b Rysn 21, C
1, 5 Fahy -1
wnmw J0-3 1), © Mckin

CORE: & Loec M Wi Chacimb, S P
15, R OWalshe J C . B Buckigy
Lymchc L Caltanan. N D Callaghan:
McCarity, K MicCarihy, M Buckiey;
Ryan, K Hickay, C Sugnas
Suba: & Faky for W O Callaghan (1)
for L Callansn {515, M kallins fos
{51)
ARMAGH: & Dordiin; & O'blan, L M
agrich, T WMohinkie; A Muiphy, O Kk
MocCooey; G Caney. B Woods:

08 T

Sulrec £ Smyih for C McKfny (475
Loughmn or G WeCoosy (50).

Tipperary strike for late revenge over Wexford

Darﬁh O Conchiir

Camogie Leagues

point from Kate Kelly but this
time around 11 was their tarn
to strike the dagger blow in
exira time fo rocord a 1-9 fo
11 win and claim the prized

Minal say,

line, it looked like Bolger's
froc-taking would decide the
verdict but Walsh had the

reply. Dublin were punished
for defensive indiscipline by
Guilty, who converted threa
frees and then followed up

i thiree from Three. A stunning
second-half was the key to
their 3-19 b 0-8 snccess at Cor-
riganore. Only two poinis sep-

There was no donld about the
slandout the in this weekend's
Ireland Camogle Division 1
Leaigue, a8 Wedord and Tip-
mhwd off wt St Patrick's

Ly nnl&mn'thgi

wik o repeal of st g

thrilling All-Treiand Akt
final, whore the Promiber haid
SR T a oy o Eonons
at the Boath. :.;.' reskdin

4 W =
recagion by an ?muf,.’-!tm::

sealp of & slde that inficied o
Mrst defeat for 10 months on
Bilkenny two wooks ago.
he home team were
heavily reliant on Linda
Bolger, who scopsd 10 points,
with Shelley Kehov providing
the athar, I=h provided 16
L B B A e e
n 1 . Irail
byfifhm ':;J'a'ﬂr:nﬂ- o
Gkl Dy
Mairoad Techan ww!luTu?gg
doing well iny the hal-forward

Former Kilkenny hurling
keaper David Herity broughi
his Dublin team to Tom Ryall
Park bat it wasn't a home-
coming to remember a5 goals
from Davina Tobin and Katie
Fower an mine Janin ts from
Michelle Guiliy helped last
vear's doubde champbons ease
to victory by 2-14 to 0-4.

Tobin scorod & goal in the
third minate after Alsling
Dunphy had raised the open-
ing white fag, and though Ali
Maguire shot two peints in

with anather point from play.
Power found the net before the
break to make it 25 to 0-3.

It was one-way traffic after
the resumplion as Quiliv
racked up another five points,
while Power, Dunphy, Kel-
lyvann Doyle and Jenny Reddy
abso contribated. Maguire re
Eztered Dublin's obly second-
half score but it was an fm-

pIress]ve :
aftey m.ﬁ“ﬂ?@”,ﬁﬁ'ﬁ“"

In the Onal Group | :
Ciark almy sl fogs whomn mﬁm

arated them at the k (I-8
fo 0-T3 bt Cork cut loose after
the restart and are in a very
strong position ahead of
crunch ties against Kilkenny
andd Wexlord.,

I Group 2, Galway main-
tained their progress, and
Aflish O'Relliy her scoring
explodis, the Oranmore-Mires
phiyer providing 1-10 in the
T.15 §6 1-5 defeat of top-tier
newcomers Meath. Galway
had the wind in the first ha
bt didn 't score for 15 minutes

and led by three at the breas
after Grace Coleman's oVl
head just before half tim
made it 0-8 to 1-3.

Galway broughi on An
Marie Starr and Miamh Kb
kenny at half-rime and Star
was involved as Niam:
Hannify scored a goal in th
opening minute. Jane Dolay
and Sinoad Hockett hit point:
for I.-lu,-uthimt o goals fromn
Laura g e A0
e e

n the gro

Li mﬂ-riulf H:Lnd with the
last three polngs b
gomi-final hapes on
beating Cilals: i



7\ ‘hfﬁu o R
Ty At Dorweney Rieferme Acaciormywars urteoled Lint Sundiy. Marc 5, at o ipecial st on e maring
ol 't All-drgland Cludy Charmpianmhips Finals wéies B Frst melenors from the scedersy s a5 honoumesd

The Late Pever Devamesy was, & highly regarded Carrogle and GAA referne. A ol vissara and Dok man, he
e th chairperson o th Camogle Assacation’s Hatioral Reforen Commmiion for a e of years, Ta
oo avd nemember Feber snd hés bepacy the Carogie Rasodianion hawe of Fiossily nemesd the Mationst
Rilesos dooattersy b s furme, The Pty Dowrary Rl Asiclrey

Pt s, Mighly Innorvasve Bnd s Instrurmensial in Se9Ting L T Fran Mational Camagie Referce Academy
Pretir rgeee e Pelered: ALaday o, holsiog ared guiding miy ofeio siong he wis. He CRTa grost
{bering mar o thosa wha nbedad dvion on and off the Field of pley, e had a groat integrity and Sesslon fer
thar garme which wae mvident To Fose who had the plessrs o meet and ges o now himy

Pty hslpesd] dererlind tha Camogie Resociation's Releren Masfary wheeh wirt Liinchad im 2015 Peosr wories]
Brolmaly fo promose el g el iy kot edge of Carmogie and] G, wir ormgpualied. Ha has Lef an
Ireipibie rrark on the garme of Carmagle and in the hesrts of those wha knew Bm,

The T relerees Irom the Pt Peter Dowriry Beferee Acide=y) wore

it Ol [ Rermagin]
fersrg Bryre (Dl
Granem Conkier Do
Earman Casmaghy § Doyl
Py Wil faidare]
st McDionagh {Gabwan
Pener Dvved (Mgt
= Lisks Comewnity 5
S st
cmi:l:cm-rum 11 Ty 16
r"""",. ”_ m.'hﬂﬂl‘l‘l mﬁmﬁglsmm Lh'rlll'lﬂ
o3 315, K-
Dw 2 ﬁ-] W&T;TILH“' M ﬂ R
o
ok 513 Anmagh 0-5, 1 #
hﬁm&ﬂ-ﬂ Madan 16
D 3z Clarp 13 Qubiin 110, Riossom
o 08 Kery 307;
Alliruiand MACC: Warlord 1.3 Kikars 1 O I :}"
e 3110,

KEHE runs riot as Loreto return to winner's

By Camogin Press
Pogied 13037017

THE -

GCAMOLEGIE

ASSOCIATION

An Cumann Camdgaiochta

LIMETD fecondany Sthool. Kilkeney refurmed to the st of o hools carogis when Bleieg b wiy 108
613 T 14 chedoat of Uruling Conwent, Thurles in the 0hsils Post Primary Semior A Final af Conary
Sturrwecky on Saturdry,

The win o Lonetn b ousright thirsdin the roll of honesr with Bve Stes, just aboad of Toflow Barsle Citg
schoo! Presmition fecondeny Schaok (four) ard ety behived 5t Raphael's of Lougheea [eighe] ard
Chisanlin's B Mary's [seven)

B s Lorm et o the Sop Sp0T 08 the restrum, barieg Lo e vear's Tinal oo another Laughves
ool Of Brighi's.

s it Eat et Loneso garmering thisr o prvious St In commenutie seadses | 20003015,
Py Bt focal commennHIT s labelbng 9wt which han Cork star dulla 'White i & mermber of
Thlr MaragRMEAr 1, i armong the mont Stented every pradused by s Rered acadermy,

Thy cirtiioy wed up 10 the fitling and had this eetiod by hald gime, whan they e by 3010 0-3. Uruling
ed manige 3 ol in the sacied Falf o Dervar Mélirpth and tae furior starles wars resposbis or the
e Thuries iy,

Searity lor thote plarning o roppie e i the future Eoramver. they haree thelr orwn prodigia s malees. The
Kty b, Hannah and Rachel are itegral morstersy of the team that will cempess in the ueior A final re
wvek; andd indeed. wer part of the panel that nached the seniar decider I monthn ago,

Farriahy il nacred player of the match and it was imgeossble to argue sith Sat dedlon, = e L
Lanpherm, reaphnyte plurdened 345 She had 4 i e opening: period, the ol coming Trom s peralhy sfter o
Wowal oy il DGl

OrCarr ol ared Srmnar Keoghan akso Tound the nirt befone the short whicrie and n fhe second Rall, @ wi sore
&l ith s My Compried anether penal sy, srwarded alter Sophie OTheyger waes Llegally halted, and
illrsedd the Lirm dieet 5t Froem iy, A b live poiis G I et pliny o weell, Bifwiyer rogistored the
ol

DOn Fridasy. Castipionack Comeruniny School boceme oniy e fourth Dulin school, sfter pionten it ohn ol
Gecad. Artaras {6801}, Mary el Colbege. Drnumcondrn {304]) and St Dorwinic's College, Cabra [2005) i srve &
i PP oo e thsy wnd @nather gesr in e second hatl mo overcome B Patrick s, Koady by 3-7 o
-

B s et Ok 1 Ot Ther ooyl bt gaals fram Aaife Witelan and Detrdre McCarthy Broie Fe rrsitance
o & Kinarky Ui wih Pl s garme™s, U snding perforrer in player of Semaich. Lesh Moboldrick,

Mmaine, Trien 30 e B The Firsr Bl wor quite an open effar with P Hospid ide beading bry 3519217,
Defences got on tog alfter the rslurnption bt oha S Eastier fared best in that regaed mo bo proval.

5-13
0-5

ARMAGH

BY SHIRLEY MOLONEY

THREE first-half goals in quick
succession put Cork on the
front foot in this Littlewoods
NCL Division 2 clash ar Bally-
macods on Sunday.

Berween the tenth and 15th
minutes, Katelyn Hickey struck
for peo mmhmﬂgm
alzo wanved a green as
visitors Armagh were showing
signs of settling and getting a
handle on the game,

Cork showed great teamwork
and, with Keeva McCarthy in
fine I'r:-e—:ahug form, noteh-
ing six points from placed balls
az well as three from play, the
hosts were too strong. By hali-

ﬂmt,'ll'lt:lﬂﬂﬂﬂi rﬂ.ﬂ'MW

resumption showed & spirited
intent, however their lack of
comviction in front of the posts
proved costly. They did score
four points in the second half,
two from frees and one from
play through Rachel Merry, and
one fine long-range effort from
Grainne Kelly.

Cork picked off some very
well worked scores, and played
some excellent teamwork, mak-
ing it very difficult for Armagh
to breakdown the Rebel anack.
Cargline Sugrue had a part to
play in three of the five goals
and raetbed the net with one of
her own up fromnt.,

The Orchard County were
awarded a on 55 mine
utes, but Colette McSorley
saw her shot on goal
by Amy Lee between the Cork
posts. At the very end, Ryan got

5 her third goal and Cork’s fifth
- to round off a very impressive

Cork topthe Division 2 Group
2 1able and next up is an away
trip to Kildare this Sunday.

Scorers

Cork: K McCarthy D-0{56145),K
Hickey, HRyan 2-1each, C Sugnm
1=15FahyD-1

Armaghic B My -4 (200, G Kolly
0-1

Cark: 4 Loe [MaFarsalghkR
Walch (Fr Oielis), 5 Harringbon
ety ol
LL
Wﬂ.mm.mnmy
(Courcey Rovers) M OnCallaghan
.Lta?'lm[ﬁnm\rn
sk MMcCarthy | Sarshields
Fm:m{ﬁt Flr::ﬁ}.!-'l o
Ballygarvan); HRyan (Blackr
K Hickey (Blackrock], C Sugrus
(Balinascarthy .

far

Surrounded:Cork's Caroline {Mhmmwhhu-

-Denis OFlynn

[ e

ﬁ#lw&ﬂwh e i mmmmzmmm

Armaghe C Devin C O'Hare, L Mc- p,
Goldrick, C. A uu;:f Woods; E O'Kane, B Murray.L RMerry. LeughranformeCodey,
G Kelly, C McCooey: C Casey, 5 Dannelly; C McSorfey, C Donnelly,  Subs: E Smyth for McKinkey, L Referee:d (Brien (Westord).
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Cork’s Linda Collins has her effort blocked
third-placed Wexford this Sunday at (IT.

again anytime soon. Evervone will

ay them up, particularly Cork,
that's what Eug';: 4 i

Bolger, who scored 10 points,
With home advantage and in good
early season form, Cork

s SUND
Littlewoods Ireland National
Camogle Leaguo Division 1: Cork v

they don't take the points they are
weffectively out of the chance of making
the semi-fnals, i

Larly If Cork then beat them but there's
& lot of doubtfal 'ifs” there,
Wexford are not the team they were

Hmi:—lhiﬂ]:g-ul last vear,
Last Sunday’s victory showed that
wasn'l a fluke for the Premier C-nunl

should take
Wiexford, CIT, 2pm. ® Linda Mellerick Inﬁ one-polnt 1-1&1:".?' nvg .}"{“"’ﬂh“i their fourth win on the trot, provided
A roumnd one and & liess 5

WITH Cork leading their Division 1 Kilkenny play Waterford also on st Sunday shows just where ::I.'nh.:|-u:1ml."|I m@%ﬂhﬁmﬁme ﬁmt?m p ST
Group 1 table and Wexford Sunday and are expected to come  are in the g order. Libby Coppinger and Hannah Loo-
trailing by three points after their through that . Should they do Yox, had a surprise 2-11 10 08  aey, on O nor cup duly with UCE
at to Tip last § i so then Cork and Kilkenny's final  win over Kilkenny in round two. But  last weekend, return. Howevr Cork's
Hﬂ:dﬂes perary unday, game in the group, pitted a teach Hilkenny had just returned fromasun intormediate squad also travel o Kil-

mdty’iheb?nvuntham other on April 1st, will just declde who  holiday on the back of their All-Ireland  dare so it will once again be nba
is ltl:lnﬂmhm erucial for Wexford, 5“'5'""‘“ Hmrw in the table. 1 sumut SEPEHWEH.‘-I‘- cing act with resources for m

sitting in third behind Kilkenny. Hilke ose to Waterford, then it ury tme point by Kate Kelly  Murray as he teles 1o beep the dis
ing ¥-  could throw others a lifeline particu- denied Tipperary a championship  two squad’s unbeaten mﬂms act. -

In addition to the Cork and Wesdord
and Waterford and Kilkenny ties on
Bunday, Tipperary travel to 1,

and don’t look like they'll strengthen  Wedord were heavily reliant on Lin Dublin have yet to take & point.
- L. ' -
WEL Dhe { G ok o
; Dafiny

CAMOGIE

WIMNER: Beth Carton | Waterford Div 2 Gep 1; Cariow 0.5 Wadore 05,

k| ¥ L
A EEeay BE U0
" — fGirp 2= Clare 112 Limarick 1-13, Moss
] 26 Oy 2.8
1

( —_ srry 210 Kilgnny 2-7, Liois 211

Waterford have started their 2017 campaign ( mﬁ DO T, 54 Gl 316 e
wath renmened intent to make & mark on Division i ﬂﬁl F&ﬁ?ﬁhwmt
Owne. with Carton in particular to the fore, turning iy : Tyres 5.
in some detenminaed performances. bn their opening m%ﬁmnw’
game, the Deise lost out by a single point to Yexford Hanball N

ona l:11 to I:10 scorcline, Carvon contributing 1-8,
including an unanswered 134 in the last 10 minutes
which nearly overturned the gamie. In their nesct gamie
ot against Dubdin, Vvaterford recorded a 4 poing win
(11 points 1o 7) in tough conditions and while
it was a sobid veam performance, the e _»
La Sakie ace proved the difference in the 8
wo sides, I poins,7of 8
mhMﬁhHmw
side are showing continued

and will hope Carton's irresistible form
can make & serious impact this year

PLAYER OF THE
MONTH AWARD

M- ASSOCIATION WITH

Ssunday Independent

% INTERSPORT
Elverys

M'ﬂ R, 101F




Linda
. Mellerick

A FIXTURES review was estab-
lished by An Uachtarin Catherine
Meary to critically review camo-
gie's current fixture structures.

Part of the terms of reference outlined
the need: “to ensare that our players
can participate in a fixture schedula
which maximises theit opportunity to
lay as many games as possible at a
evel that 13 competitive, age appropri-
ate and reflects thedr skill et~
Extracts from the commitiee’s re-
port were as follows: Since 2009 at in-
tercounty leval there has beon a sig-
nificant increase in the number of fix-
tures, This has led to a very vibrant in-
DerCOLnLY SCETE, mOting ONr game
al the highest level. Howewver, | cannot
be ignored that each increase at inter-
county leval has an impact on our
chabs and our club players. Since we
all recognise that our clubs are the
tedrock of the Camogie Association, 1t
is incumbent 011 1% (o repond, (o C0T-
tinue as is, 5ot an optbon. It is widely
recogntsed across all Gaslic Games

Season can drag
on for Cork clubs

that the club plaver needs to be egualky Aleen hers the ball from Fiona 5t ; sille, the Cork
e IS canted st el AT T o ¢ kT Weligan, St Mary's, Charleville, during the Cork Colleges

cannot be ‘shosharmed” into elther end
of thi intercounty schedule,

The findings and recommendations
waere split info three areas:

1. Player Elgibility:

The Camogle Association rules per-
miit players who are over 15 on the 3151
of December in the previous year to
play adult club competition and over
16 to play adult intercounty competi-
tions (Rule 28.4). This eligibility has
implications for player welfare and
burnout, fixtuee congestion and the re-
tention of adult players. -

The current eligibility rules permit
underage players to play across sev-
eral grades including the adult grade.
Many young players are participating
in aumerosus fraining sesslons and
games across a number of 5. The
evidence is that our minor intercounty
plavers who play adult intercounty are
alzo predominately training at adult
fewvel.

The situation s replicated at club
level and this focus on the short term
gains for teams §s detrimental in the
lome term to our players and game,

‘Iﬁ:e Committes gave carefil con-
skderation to the higher prevalence of
milnors plaving on adalt intercounty
teams at lower grades and in counties
with fewer rogistered adult players.

Although these minors still represent
n very small percentage of overall reg-
jstered sdult plevers, we consider that
bt woutd be sensible o phase the 1IN0
cduction of changes Inrule 284.
Recommendation on player eligibil-
ity Proposal to Congress 2017: Amand
' Rl 28,4 From 2018 - A player must be
over 16 o play Adukt Club Compatition
From 3018 - A player must be over 17 1o
play Adult intereounty Competition
VFeom 2019 - A player mitst be over 18to
play Adulf intercounty Competilion
2. [ntercounty Competitions Struc-
fures:
“The corrent Minor All-Ireland

Merriman Cup camoge final at Castle Road,

o —

gal Ryan, Asife McCurtin, Loise Weldon and

competitlon is scheduled from the
middle of February to end of Apeil,
with some counties participating dur-
ing this period or later in ihe year in &
provincial competition. This competi-
thon is the cilminatbon of a players in-
tercounty wnderage career, the lnst op-
portunity to play together on teams
that have progresssd through the
grades. The proposal is to run the
round robin stages from end of Febru-
ary, The Provincial finals would fake
place at the end of April with provin.
cinl finalists entering a knockoul """”.'.
Ireland semi-finals and finals in July.
The one positive for clubs with the
fnber-county minor championship was
thuat i1 was finkshed in April. The pro-
posal is to extend the playing year
From April tomid-late July has a buge
@ffect on clubs. They will go through
eritical months without thelr key
plavers. The issue for elubs isn't Just
maich day.

1l

| L :. o ul
At the Bladmock Camogie victory dinner were Lord Mayor Clir Des Cahill, Kate 0'Brien, Fer-
Picture; Gecege Hatchell

Ger Coughlan.

They can't get their hancds on their
players. for 1.:-.1:int:ngyur challenge
games and the whole dynamibe of their
grotp is pone. In Cork the restrictions
placed on intercounty club players bs
over the top. & two-wiek pre-cham-
plonship restriction (for every round)
on club plavers across almost all
grades is wWroTgE. 4

And ofien, 11's placed on players sit-
ting on the intercounty bench.

&, Club Competitions Sdructure;

{ine recommendation 1 lkked under
ihls heading with regards the inter-
county adult compsatitions was sched-
ubed breaks iy compatition during the
championshlp to allow claly com peti-
tions Lo continue during the optimal
playing season (April to September),

The report focuses primarily on
player burn out more s than the yol-
ume of inter-county games which as
the article says “shochoms club gnmes

imto mither end of thae Inlercouniy sea-

Picture: Eddie O'Hare

@®lf you don't start
training by March
you run the risk of
losing players to
other sports...

son’. It focuses on the Inter-county
players and their burn out.

It s up i Infencounty managers apd
clubs to ensure thoir plavers aren't
overirained or burnt owt and ihat for
the most part happens today as op-
paosed to YEArs ago, when youd offen
train twice in one oventng. Adults tend
o spaks wp i they're feeling pulled in
too many directions and parents
should intervene for minors,

[t's hard work training an underago
club team in Cork. The stagon in long-
ar than the inter-county one,

| coached Brinn INon's at under-
age One year we lost the minor semi-
{inal the week before Christmns, thi
follawing vear our season ended De-
comber &

We had started trodning in Febr.
ary. If you don't start trafning. at least

! Barch, von run the risk of lnsing
players to other sports,

Kids want to play.

In
e konue

m Mary Newman

TOMORROW
Division 2 Littlewoods
Mational Camagle League
':'ﬂ!k.' H!HII‘#.-
Hawkfield, Newbridge, 2pm
KILDARE host Cork in whal ks
for them o vital Division 2
Littiewoods Mational League
game on Sumday. 3

Having losi out in thel
opening game to Wesimaath
by six polnts 3-6 1o (-8 their
pound 1w games Yersus Ar-
magh was postponed due to
weather conditions, They
batinced hack Tast woekend to
rcord a victory ooner Antrim
rond thres.

Cotk are enjoying a superh
campaign they have toppled
Westmeath, Galway and Ar-
magh with strong perform-
ances and they are sitting
pretty on top of group iwo.
Cork have a massive plus 41
points of & scoring difference
to the other sides in the grougp
this i no surprise given their
high tally of points in all three
game. They hit 13 points
apainst Galway, 17 againsts
Westmeath nnélhnmm 114 12I
apainst Armogh.

ug.Jwin ajpain on Sunday will
goq them guarantesd a semi-
final spot but again another
atrong slatement 15 needed tol
keop the momenium going.
Cork has introduced a lof ofj
new Tacis to thedr e .

Again this weekeénd the sen-

lor team are playing at the
same tme as the intermedi-
ates 5o wo e expect to have n
few players tied up with the
senbor sguad. However, the in-
termediates showed st Sun-
dmy they are a strong side with
plenty of back up. Kaitlin
Hickey, Keeva McCarthy,
Hayley Ryan, Caraline Sugrue
and Sarah Fahy were all on
the seore sheet while in de-
fence Cork held the Armagh
attack to just two poinis
play.
Kildare :l.%:mintr.-d Tippar-
ary native Dinny Cahill as
their Intermediate camogie
manager for the 2017 late kst
venr, Dinny i well known in
e hurking world amnd wis in-
volved with bath Antrim and
Limerick hurlers previously
whilst he also trained Porinm-
na hurlers from Galway with
h SLICCESS,

& was also trainor of the
Killimore club camogis team
in Galway and was at the helm
for them when thoy won the
All-Treland club champion-
ship tiile when they overcams
Cork glde [nniscarti.

Againsi Wesimoeath it was
nip and tlek all through buat
two late popls snw Cahill's side
bose Gl

Having bounced back Eo
overrome Antrim they will be
Toeking to players such as Hid-
gin ('Connell, Stobhan Hur
ley, Aine Copway and Lotiise
Keatley to keep them in the
hunt against a Cork side cur
regtly on the crest of the wivs
and hell bent on securing
fhemerives a place in the ls
four




Corkwinto
secure
Division 2
semifinal

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

Kildare 1-8

Cork 1-12

KILDARE bed by twa points in
this Davision 2 Group 2 Litthe-
waooids Mational League clash
in yvesterday In Hawkfield,
Mewhridge, bui & strong soc:
ond-half statement from Cork
saw them pecord an important
foaer-point victory.

Cork came to Nowbridge
with three wins from three
games and this one guaran-
tees them a place in the last
fonr as they stretched thelr
advantage at the top of section
2

Irrespective now of (e re.
sult of next weekend's away
clash with Antrim they have
done enough 0 guaranoees
thomsolives a semi-Mnal spot.

Kildare ted 0-8 to 0-4 at the
interyval after playing with the
advantage of the wind. Polnis
from Melissn Lyons, Siobhin
Hurley and Emer Heilly halp-
ing them hold the advantage
as a hard working Cork stayed
in tofich with gosd play firom
Keeva McCarthy, Jacinta
Crowley, Maebh MceCarthy
and Caroline Sugrue.

Keova MeCarthy was unerr-
ing for Cork notching up five
points from frees and with
Claire Shine making a retiern
to the Inler-connty camogio
spene, notching up {wo points
on her introduction, Cork
were pushing for homi,

Kildare kept in fouch with
Sivbhan Hurley, Leah Sutton
amd Aine Conway keeping the
score board ticking over. Me-
lisza Lyons grabbed o Kikdare
goitl but when Kabtlin Hickey
waon Sarah Fahy's long de-
livery Hickey made no mis-
take rattling the ned for a vital
Cork goal.

With qualification secured

rk selectior Sedn Cromin
waz happy with hiz charges
display;

"We ground ont a good re-
sult again today and that's
what we asked them for, sach
week the confidence s grow-
ing and to have our semi- fin-
als spot secured with a game
o go 31? good indication of the
commitmont we are gettin
from the gids. 2 §

"We will B0 to Antrim noxt
weekend and aim to finish on
a high and look foreard to the
Latier stages of the competi-
o o

“Today we got the win and
It's b weall dome.”

Scorean tor Kisdare: 5 Hudy ;

M Lyena 1-1, E Rady, A mﬂ:fgﬂ:
b - | wach

Conrhir B M Cartry 05, K Hickey 5:0, J

, & Shine, M

E*ﬂ*'-"*r e MeCarthy 0-3 sty
EILOWHE! 8 A Hyland: K Parkin, &
Fealan, IF-Teank: N Hegarty, A Tranl, G Fla-
w_Lmrﬁﬁthﬂumn_:
e 3 Hurlay D Bana, B Lyors, A O
COAB: & Lsa: A Koboier Mgt

L Lyrech; HﬁHﬂ-ﬂH’a_ﬁ{pﬁm pr:::
E‘ﬂi-lm! ;:rmn: M Ma Canthy, K
4 klry, H Ryan, K backoy,

Subsr N O'Calaghan for 3 Crowbey, G
Shing For H Ayams, L Ka
MeCan yim My Tar b
Heforse: Jowny Byrma [Daddn),

Camoghe

Cork =16
Hﬂfﬂl’ﬂ 0-4
FOUR wins from four and Corl are

through to the Littlewoods Ire-
land National League Division 1
semi-final with a game still to play
against Kilkenny in two weeks.

In CIT yesterday they accounbed for
Wexford with a score line that didn’t
Matter, such was their superiority,
Cork dominated proceedings in the
opening hall and should have been
more than seven points ahead at the
break,

But, thelr work rabe was once again
excellent and even if a move didn't
ca off the thought process was good,

Cork™s style of still working the ball
ol of defenee bul then letting it in long
to thefr forwards has created a faster
attacking approach and a bit of an im-
pefus in the players, With such speedy
Torwards in the refurned Julia Whike,
Amy O'Connor, and Miamh McCarthy
one would expest that Cork's speed af
play will only get better as the months'
Progress,

Wexford ﬁh}'ﬂd a third midfielber,
leaving Azhling Thompson for the

most part unmarked, and she swept”

up, with good distribution. She seenms
b be enjoving her new rale at centre-
back and egually Gemma O Connor
hasz added a new bugz and energy
around the middle of the park. Reéna
Buckley, Leanne O'Sullivan, and
Laura Treacy cnsured Aoife Murray
had a quist opening half, yot the sea-
soned outztanding Keeper did treat us
to an acrobatic dive on the stroke of
half ime to deflect a cortain point.

Wiih the wind muiriin‘gkt'u the open-
ing hall, it favoured Cork slightly to-
wards the end of it. Miamh McCarthy,
mar kel by the teak tough Siona Molan
had a good afferncon, finishing with
three points.

Aany OFConnor, bruised after the en-
coftfifer [ would expect, ran tivelessly
and with Orla Cronin and the skillful
stick of Katrina Mackey, Cork hit five
podnts on the trof to lead 0-13 to 0-1 en-

Coric’s Chive Sigersom and Wexford's ﬁnﬂr Kehoe in action in yesterday's game.

toring the final quarter. Mag's Darcy,
not to be outdone by Murray, made a
superb save from Mackey as Wisclord
scrambed and dived to stop Cork from
adding to thelr tally,

Wexford emptied their bench with
1.|.'|l.‘.‘ allotied Elght substitutes and it
strengthened their challenge, with
Mary and Una Leacy, two of the eight
to be sprung. Mary pointed with a big
Tt from 60 metres and Linda Bolger
hit two from frees. But the hour un-
doutbtedly belonged to Cork.
Beonsen for Cork: K Mackay 08 [0-8 £ 01 panl, N

03, A O Conee 0-2 Gl b’-ﬂnmpg-'r. J
Wite, O Croein 01, B OF Gl 0-1 gach.
muﬂ: L Bolger 0-2 (), © Foxe, U Lescy §-1

CORK: AMwny, L0 Sulvan, B , L Tressy,

P . A Trompaon, G . G Y Connor,
Barry: A O'Caner, O Cronin, .J Whiled K Macks). L
Coling, N

Suba: A Orihea o J Whits [52), L Coppingie for L
OrSullivan (23], E O Bulivan for J Baery [54],

WEXPORD: M Darcy; C Siomy, S Holan, K Alkin-
son; 5 CrConnor, A . 5 Stnncit; A Cardil, &
WEFMGFH“.LDLW.B%.L

Subss: U Sntt bnd L Walsh ke A Cacd and §
w11 M Lmﬁ-w (451, & Couming

Cork's Niamh McCarthy takes on the Wexford defence.

Rebels win again
o make semis

Picture; INPHOWen Sutton

Picture: INPRO/YER Sutton

Rena pleased as Cork prepare for Cats league test

CORK captain Rena Buckley was happy with her
slie's ormance against Wexford vesterday, while
al‘.?:ﬁinwludn{ng that it"s very early days yet.

Yeah, agood win. 1 suppose we were looking for-
ward to this game. Wexford have always been o very
tough game for us, so look T suppose we got the scores
bl.l:1l the work rate Weodiond brought was excelbont,

It was o tough game and we'll definifely learn
from 1t."

Cork sevim to have o spring in thelr step,

The work rate from for this tme of ihe vear is very
:.'m:l and the players seem to be enfoving their hurl-

ng?

"“Yeah I think we went back training a bit earlier
and T think we're probably playing with a little more
{l}:'l:rlnm thig year and you know thore's & peod baze

B,

"1 suppeose we'll bearn o ot ngainst Kilkenny in two
wistks Hime, to oo oxactly where wa're at but so far

CAMOGIE
® Linda Mellerick

so good, we're learning away and we're happy
‘-'“(’"llrl]‘ with how things are golng.™

Referring o Cork's fazter siyle of play, Rens
agrved they are loaking 1o improve In that regand.

“Yeah, we're certainly striking it (the ball) a bit
more which is great.

“Lapak we were shown g in the final last vear, It
was hard Foo us 4o get over the semi-final last vear
and when we got to the final we were well beaten on
the day, so we really bave (o work hard this vear if
wie've any nothons of dolng anything, we're vory
aware of that.

“Thoere's nothing Hke & gosd beating in an All-lne-
Lamad final to bring vou back down to earth,

“I'think people are just working away hard and we

woni't be jumplng to any conclusions or anything like
}h.-n bt we are happy with how things are going so
1 ¢

The defieat last September seems to have brought a
TiEW UTREeTEY,

There seems b be 0 hunger thepe,

“Yeah and you clipped on it earkier; we've broqght
a few ew players anto the pane] this year and there
will be a fight for places and that's outstanding.

“Training 1= going well, the matches that we've
played 30 far have gone well. | think people are
happy with ourstyle of play so we'll try and keep our,
shaiider 1o the whesal.

“We'll gee where we're in two weeks thme bui
it's nat the mu!nﬂ]mﬂ: d etther, o

“We'll just keep up the work and please God O35
summer we'll have a good pikel I:Jph}it, &h'
paving well and we'll e ot of work pat in 4

“That's what we're looking for &t the oo™



When your mother is
your number one fan

They've stood on almost every si
line, washed hundreds of diﬂyﬁtslg;:l
ﬁ._lelled up their hungry sports-mad
children with nourishing home-made
meals — CHRIS DUNNE talks to the
mothers of two of Cork’s greatests
Sports people, ahead of Mother's Day

UMS Marie 0'Callaghan and Kitty Corkery don’
i 1 5
M themselves as legends. But hni#rﬂﬂrk women have

raised sporting legends. Marie's sech
: rughy star Donca O-Callaghan and Kilty's second
‘*"P,?f;ﬁll o f“ﬁ"“ﬁ F[nnthnu All Star, Briege Corkery
: all the ferching, carrying, droppi : Ang.”
says Marte, who has four s Ao d Al
7 crowd got very big,” adds Marie, who found herself a
:-"::;l::h‘a'_ldﬂw when her husband Hughie died suddenly at the

"1 reaped from what I put in. People usedt how dHd
do it? How did vou feed 1 e bl bl i
potatoes m]wi - t::l'.':’ l:il:gtrlr;:ll Lit's just say there wane a ot of

The Cork mothers fed, waghed. laundered, cleaned and chanf-
feured for thoir children for endless days, months and years,

Bonncha, 37, and Brisge, 30, who lived 389 kilometres from
each other, would go on to bring honour and glory to their coun-
.‘ﬁrﬂ}ﬂ:?r oountry, their families and to themselves, in different

"Briege was never to be found in th o
;'-?f::']%:ﬁhﬁ;?ﬁ u]!l chigﬁmn — E?nhﬁxguﬁhuﬁﬁﬁrr?gtmlj

i ering, Donal, Jeramiah, Briege
Thi:-s'_ni_ll.h'e in I?tlusheen Ma:ﬂuﬁ.r Al Brlugy sedeio

“Bhe was always cutslde around the farm. Brie
help with the animals and drive the tractor: She ﬂ':»mﬁﬂ
with dolls. She only played games with balls. She hit balls for
hours on end outside in the garden and in the Gekds, Thete was
plenty of scope and she had lots of team-mates,” says Kitty.
*Bricge was a real tombay.”

She had her mother's genes. Kitty won an Intermediate
County medal with Canoves In 1973, Briege's sisters, Kathering
and Marie, both camogle plavers, togged out for Cork.

_ “Her first match was at the age of soven in the 1995 Scaith na
Zeoil zermni- final,” savs Kitty of Briege.

“Her sister Katherine was in 6th class at Rusheen National
Sehool and Briege was in first clags. Brisge scored & goal by
running under bigger girls” legs and striking a ball into the net,
It was an accident more than anything!™

Briege's first taste of many future victories cume in the sams
eompetition in 1998 when she was vice-captain'of the Scalth na
Seoil team. The taste of success whetted her appetite. Brioge
wasn't just hungey for the thrills and spills of camogie and
Gaellc football — she wWas ravenous,

Kitty was up bo .

“The washing-machine was going non-stop,” she recalls. =1
ysed to dread Fridays becanse the piles of endless la REVEr
Y I.]!I'!l'!ll_‘l-li'll to et aw:ﬁ m;a::hdﬁ wn;]inln spﬂ;}gﬂ as well as the
girla. Dirty kits the washing and drying em kn 24 hours 2 :
were all part and pareel of the hoisehald NUMBER ONE FAN: GAA player Briege Corkery in the company of her miwm Kitty . Piciare John Tarmant

“The cosker was on full steam ahead. Big pots of potatoes
weore always on the boil. I had help but there was never a let-up
in the house; E'-Dl:lhil'lhl. 'E':ilﬁ'!fnl'lins fjlhl “'HEHLT;E-[" Foasl - T"':"”h‘? N

Briege was a natural born winner, winning six All-lre “1 was very nervous,” o injurtes
5|.-m-:r:|'ij:m::-éu? miedals, as m:!rlkﬁa 11 Ml-il;!ﬂifinﬁaﬁm%r‘ Gaﬁauc“ mmﬁmf 'll_llrnkn her Eﬂ%“mﬁijmrd ]:m}hﬁ:ﬂurﬂﬁ T;:cmrull at

roothall medals, six camogie Stars o g Fond home. But she always bounced back,
All Stars, She is arguably the greatest GAA sportsperson of all 'fﬂnadﬁs nt-'.'er]fwea 1h1|:|..5he alwayei_izﬂumeg back. Mow she s
Hina i back cutdoors where she is happiest. Herself and her husband

JBT.'EEE}:H?IE'I" “-t:|hq?£'lnu.gm and Gaelic football when her | mhmd E.a?lnnmﬁ_nﬁrﬁun unlrmm with Crmhn" ah vim-
career took off,” says Kitty. : : ¥y S, SELclike) BALFGNR. b teks AticTociRERN

~Hor dad. Mike, played football with A aih in his younger things on the Beld of sport but she |s still the ]:E?gjrri- And ghe

days. But then the farm took over all his free time, ™ 18 etlll to help owt on the farmh at home ™
Fitty's free time was speat on the poad, embarking on long car Al FVSallnahan aoild hons dome sl - =

journeys to tralning, to matches, and to cheer on her daughber

from the side-lines.

«We'd pack the flask and a basket of sandwiches. and off we'd T

go.” she says. "Even when the going got l:nluf‘llr'-_and the venues
were further and further away we got up early in the morning

rain, hail or snow and took to the road.

“In those days we'd all pile in to the car. There were no such l:} R . :]_. D‘ ,f
things as seat-belts. We'd have & car-full of children, 23 many &3

couhd fit, and hesd for the match,” says Kilty. |

“Thie fun was massive. We all had a great ime and we had a4
great social life and we made lots of friendz all over the

couniry.”
Theore was a lot ofdriving involved. Briege played for cluband

county. ;
“ spont 30 years driving to camogie ant football matches.™
gays Ritty, “The lads would cvele tolocal vennes for their
matches, The weelends wernt hectic. -
“ grew to love Monday mornings when some semblance of
normality would come back and 1 might even get a4 rest for an

i ar s0."

The clock ruled the Foost, . =

~Everyone watched the clock.” says Kitty. “As soon as the
homework was done, they were up and out {tting balls in all

directions.”
lTharl.', werea lot of hurleys and boots put through the wl‘l%.
“Rreige went through loads of hurleys and boots,” sy :

“She still does.”
Breige was totally committed to her sport. Her mother was

behind her all the way. _ ]

'1“11.':35 alwayvs on the side-line,” says Kitty. “In recont yiars
I've been to Croke Park twice every year. But the first time 1
went to Croke Park. it was something special. Amd winning the

first Cork All Ireland Football fimal in 205 wWas unbelievabbe”



aintain Junior stranglehold and
t:r;mtntm*!am double

..wm
Pesied 19037017

) e G aCIATION

An Cumann Camdgalochta

LORETD Mitgrvmy coerplened am incradisle weunon o caroghs b i ralany wcheok whish svesing the
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i b Al b Hinal, e e e pair of Bhare, Maddy Lo who also raied o groes (Lig in the sem
Firsal, rigshatd 1he rick on B bigReet Luge 10 help cuteod Lomelo’s sermational wisning An

Charty cCary ard Caria Mcfiarry's ool heiped Cross and Pasion evisbiich that sls-peint inferval
adhartage, whith Raisin WeDormic and plnyer oF M ranch Mas Klhy siorted them paints el ul Dy
st i’y hold Loress ofl in Bhe ecend hall.

e e B finad, 5t Angels®s Ursulieess seamrollened flaregfer College 356 10 1< The Olisly outl® wern
highily eevepetishe n the ngering period, o wiich stage they raled iy oy bwo paints, 13 1 Db They had
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' g e e i e U, Lt Comamunity

Mackey points way as
Cork take semi spcx ﬁ;

gy

Daragh O Conchuir

Kairina Mackey scored six
points toe confirm Cork's
spot in the Division 1
semi-finals of the Little-
woods Ireland Camoghe
League with victory over
\!-_’ii_:fnrd (0-16 to 0-4) at

The Leesiders set the
tone for the maich in the
first half, with Mackey,
Niamh McCarthy and Orla
Tﬁt?'nm nm':faﬁ"f :? 0-8

nio a
to 0-lead.

McCarthy, Gemma
D'Connor, Mackey and

Cronin then heaped
further misery on the visi-

position in Group 1 ¥
defeating Waterfor
to 0-14 at
Sensational teenager
Carton shot three of
her 13 fnints hut goals
from Mirlam Walsh and
Dinise Gaule gave the visi-
tors the loeal bragging

Tipperary followed up
their victory over Wexford
last weekend with another
one=point success, defeat-
ing Dublin 2-11 to 2-10.

Miriam Campion shot
th'i.nrm ni;r l?atluutg?ﬁjh"
po it ming
timé her side’s first Eﬂ
for a quarier of an hour,
when she goaled to put five
poinis between the sides.

An All Maguire

The garme: prckd in s wilter of evcioment o Al siopper Carpling Kearsdly gaaled thist minutes | fom Be
el nesrmal ime o frat the Mer rylank Uit in Tront. Belore the chosrs of Bus wpporers dbed ot
Fimwmser, Lars Thirees ended  biiSering run wdth s equedeing geal, bringing hor fally for the game m 3-4
] LN @ ey

it esdded sOmething speci to Beat Kby grate Asife Slcery, who hud micl three brillant rers I the
sepord hall, e whule Shinnos wans Ba gama’s top soener. Aldiry's Alen Drace wemn't far ol regisiering
A

Chinrars henpics v o Bt Berrhscane ed by 2-7 18 15 at the change of ench Emima Hirertcn, gasiing
For Abbiey el th Suirgiders named it anourd brillanty af ter S change of onds. Grace dsplayed her
BOnUrECy e e ingaies ae alse b o goisl s Shey e Ll befors Reenedy's sire put thirm ahed.

The wars st Here Far Shinrasrs oo barer the Tinal sy Shough and tha tasre will nesome rhoalres neat
Saturdiy.

FAMILY CONMECTION: Mick and wife Christina — his father wsed
to deliver crates to her family home when she was a little girl

tors after the restart, h
Though Wexford intro-

duced the legendary

:i:dlinn, Mary and Unn,

latter did manage In Group 2, Limerick
to get on the scoresheet,  Bnished u'u?nn:];' to deny
-‘H.lﬁ!ﬂﬂ..ﬁ'ﬂ effectively  Clare 1-13 to 1-12 -
over by that - lara while Offaly edges
Kilkenny are in second

tlped the D

MHF’.'. 2014

My dad boxed clever
with crates sideline

i the 19608, entarprising Cork-
man Dharmiol had a nice
litthe eamer gosng as he bravelled
ﬂlﬂl‘.ﬁ'ﬂ'l-sﬂﬂﬂmm
from tha Fard fagtory.

Hig son, Mick, remamisecs how
his falhar Sold the boxes for "small
monay” &t creameries and R
Theoughoul Munsles — al one point
aven dglvering A Ford bax b the
home of & girl called Christing wha
would go on 4o becom Mick's wifsl
My wile, who | married 30-cdd
yaars 0go, remembers him coming
up to her yvard when she was a
little girl, delivering & Ford box,”
Mick says. "Small world] | ended
because ﬂwml-gmdm-—
bt it

posaibly holpad.
His fathes, Darmot, had bagn a
cook in the Irish army during
World War Il and later gol par-
time work 8 Fond

“He wsad o work htl the office,
cheaning it in 1he evenings,” 585
Mick. “He was obwiously workmg
in the office and spotied an

nity for a Ete bit of work.”

Thir crabos ward ucsmkmrahln
motor parts to Cork from
Dagenham and Desmot realised
they had a sall-on value, while
Ford wanied 10 mmgﬂwﬁd

"He bought a lery &
waed io load il up with boges in the
yard,” says Mick.

“The lads in the yard woutd
huvaie beeen) wary good 1o my dad
and he used to help them oul as

*Ha'd have a fine load going out
of ieda then. He'd go off down the
country in tha mormings o the
creamaries, stand oalside tham,
and farmers would com and bay
the baxes and he'd deliver tham.

“Hopofully he'd get his load
amptied befare he had the day
aviad, il e didn® he'd maybe do a
deal with somsa farmies

"Hie covartd mast of Munsier as
for &5 | konovwy, & & fime when rosds
ward lar worse then they are now.
et e or s

a r
brck down 1o Foed, back in ;’g
clean the office and the lads would
risdoad it again and ol he'd go, the
BrocEss woldd conlinue sgain.

| Jessica Casey

*Back then, everybody had a
number of trades. If you didn't
have a job that was paying or

ou weran't able to feed your
ramllgr, you'd do whalaver you
could.”
Mick say= It was a amoath
business, apart from one
irfaemoies incident.

"My father was taking the
comer thare on the Grand Parads
im Cork city one time, and the karmy

owar, Hi'd & load of boxes
iri i theat Bedl on 8o of the car. Thers
was nobody ingured, the car was
damaged. The incident made the

Darmal mi mka;%mﬁ =
E10 dady for whiole B

"l!ir?:jlnad might be 40, 50
pounds, but for a bax you might
gt a fivee” says Mick.

“The tarmeds carlainly got the
benafit of somea timirar.
A numbaer of haudl Ford
poxes and possibly still have
tham, bacauss they weréd 5o
durabile, I'd say they're still af cver
Muirstar, i you want inoking you'd

find Ehem

"Wou'te talking about & sheat of

. you'd probably pay S0,

eurd now for half of oo

Dermot's businass evaniually
came 1o an end whan Fard
chisrvged its practice reganding tha
cralng.

*They wanied io gel the ard
dad and othans Bke him coming in
with their lomies was fine but they
wantad to ae guy 1o oo the

B s T i B0 dmider and
mp;gtﬂﬂ'mpmmﬂhar
the yard every day and he b t
w mfur I kniow, and

. A& far as
thi likes of my ded woulkd kv 15
by It from him.
“My dad decided 1o five 2 up.
The noxt part ol his life then he
wins delnenng mak,”

Eveniually, the Ford crabes side-
linen e b BN el antiredy, wisan

mAnr pars ware
}:*:lnﬂ contalners instead of
wooden ones.

in but they were
broken-hearted by Cam-
pion's late intervention.

out Meath, 2-8 to 26,

advanceto
semi-finals

- Camogle
= Mary Newman
Cork 2-8
offaly o4

CORK maintained their
roaltlml leading group one
n the round robin series
of the Minor All-Ireland
champlonship with a good
victory owver Offaly at 5t
Catherines

vesterday.

Cork, without setting the
world an fice, gol the vic
they necded, and as a resalt
have puaranieed themsalves a
semi-final spot before thedr
last outing versuas Watborford
on Safurday noxt.

The crossfield wind made it
hard for beth sides but such
was Cork's dominance that
they held Offaly scoreless

Luapdhjinyg 1-7 to 0-2 at the in-
terval, Cork had to work hard
in the second hall to
pratect their lead sz a
determined Offaly held them
o T oOFes.

i - Crucially for Cork, the

grabbed a goal in sach half.
jlaaniren Homan scored the
after Offaly Kbeper Mogan
B aly ] an
Thomas had m:de“an
axcellent save, bul saw the
ball hit the ntE;lI%'.:t and
boumnce over the agoal

With Homan, Caclmhe.

Harmey, and  Sacirse

MeCarthy on the scoreshest,

Cork made all the running

g
I -

The zecond hall was a battle
but credit the Cork defence
who held firm under a lot af
pressure, Sarah Harney had
the half- ing score and it
was 18 utes into the half
before we had the game’'s
next score, Rebecca Keane
finizhing to the net from cloge

mgﬁi-el‘_‘:tmﬂaraﬂd

Handing
exchanged scores bot having
done encugh in the apening
half, Cork were conient 1o see
out the game with the result
needed to see them through,

It's a fantastic that these
young Rebels are through
with & garme to go.
Scorers lor Corc L Hoergn 1 5 {0110~

Z
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I ennifer O'Lear

e voice of experience tackles the topics that matter

Our amazing women share incredible
stories. We need to hear more of these

Her heart stopped four times, the stuff of nightmares, but Janet Gray lived to tell her tale

THERE are countless inspir-
ing storics around the coun-
try from Irish women in sport
= and we need to hear more
of them.

[ was gne of a number of
speakers at Ulster GAA's Em-
powering Female Sport con-
ference held in Armagh City
Hotel kst month, and it was an
CYE-OPOMINE eXpericnce,

The verb ‘empowering’ can
be defined as giving (some-
onc) the authority or power to
do something. It also has the
ahility to make (somecne} feel
stronger and more confident.
Thiz conference certainly
achieved that. It was empower-
ing in cvery senss,

We need 1o give more wom-
en the platform to share thelr
incredible stories and experi-
ences, the challenges they have
overoome, the mmiumphs they've
enjoyed. The recent conference
ciaptured all that.

It was an inspiring day and a
great imnovative idea by Ulster
GAA o showcase all the fan-
tastic talented women we have
in abundence. Their progres-
sive antitwde and ferwarding
thinking as a province allowed
MOGVating Wi in spert to
hightight their individuzl or
team sports for the public to
gain an insight into their world
for jost a few hours.

Irwas such a feel pood day, an
event that could become an an-
nual dare on the calendar. And
mare of these should be rolled
ot around the couniry,

Speakers on the day were
from many different codes in
spunt, from Julies Morphy re-
calling her Cork ladies football
playing days, to Acife Cassidy,
a recent senior camogie All-
Ireland club winning captain

with Slaughtneil, to a moving
speaker called Janer Gray who
is a blind water-skier and world
champion,

I spoke myscli about my
camogie career, the teams I
have been involved with and
also how it's important to now
give something back to the
Sport

While I didn't get the oppor-
tunity to hear everyone speak, 1
did talk to the guest speakers to
e their stories and thoughts
on the day itself. Itwas refresh-
ing to lesir 5o many recall their
sparting memorics and recent
experiences with o happy hear.
The overwhelming consensus
by all was that there were no

TCETCTs.

Juliet =poke about her roke
in coaching now and how the
break from playing football has
Deen a positive aspect in her life.
She has a phenomenal calming
aura about her that just draws
you in. Unassuming and mod-
e5t, she felt very humbled 1o
be asked to speak ar this event,
Litele does she know the upbeat
effect she has on 50 many young
players and coaches who book
up o her,

Aoife Cassidy, just 22, cap-
tained her club (Slaughtneil,
Derry) o lift the All-Ircland
ago when they defeared the
Tavourites Sarsfickds (Galway)
i an épic encounter (110 o
0=11). She's 5o mature and bevel
headed for her age,

A very composed and confi-
dent girl, what struck me the
miast was her strength of char-
acter. Playing alongside her mwvo
sasters, 4 week before their Ul
ster final they lost their father
who sulfered a long illness. He
wis A constant in their camogic
lives and a huge void was left
Fedlowing lus death but she used
this loss as determination to
contnue their winming ways for
him, andd so they disl. Their win
capiured the hearts of the coun-
iy, & fecl good factor followed
because deep down we knew a
win would be what they needed
at this e in their lives,

Ann Downey, camogic
legend for Kilkenny and pre-
sent Kilkenny senior camogie
manager, wis one of the key
speakers on the day. Bumping
inte her at the beginning of
the event was special for me as
Ann and her twin sister Angela
were two players [ watched and
Inoked up 1o enarmously when

in Armagh

Legendary: winning Murphy
nﬂﬂnﬁmuhﬂmﬂﬂsm GAA's Empowering Female Spert conference held

We nee&tuglvemwmme plal:lunntu sharetheh'
incredible stories and experiences, the challenges t
have overcome, the triumphs they've enjoyed. The recent

conference captured all that.

Iwas a young camogie player.
Her motto is: *If you are ever
going to do anything arall, doin
right, or if you are Aot gaing to
do it right don't even bothier.
It's simple, yet effective advice,
Like Slavghtneil's run of wins
in camagie, lootball and hurling
this yvear, Kilkenny too have had
their fair share of vietories, es-
pecially with camogie winning
the senbor te Fase year - but
it's it just victory they have in

common, both Acife Cassidy
anwd Ann Dawwnsey prolessed thar
all their teams within the GAA
are all suppormed equally,
Slaughineil camogie were
given the same treatment &
their male counterpars when
it e to providing teams with
gear, use of training facilities,
eie, The same could be said of
Kilkenny county where Ann
Powney says that there is a
strong mutual respect Tor all

the county teams, no matter if
they are male or female, and
she hasn't been treated any &if-
ferently because she is a female
manager. It was satisfying to
hear these close links do exist
within the GAA today,

While all the speakers lefi
a lasting impression, one lady
who made me vow to try my
very best 1o never complain
againwas a woman called Janet
Giray, a blind water-shier.

Her story was incredible and
made me xsk mysell if [ have
evier really pushed mysell v my
very limit in any area of my Jife?

An the age of 21 she went com-
plerely Bind due to an irmevers-
ible eve disease, This tumed her
life upside down but instead of
merely learning to cope with
this disability, she decided to
learm to water ski, blind.

What was even mare amaz-
ing was the Fact that she became
viry good at it, so much so thay
she became a world champion
in a number of different water
skiing events.

For me, this was almost un-
farhomable, but from hearing
her story, it was clear thar she
was no ordinary woman, she
was the most determined and
restlient [have ever met.

Bur it didn’t end there, She
suffered a life-threatening acei-
dent o few years into the height
of her sparting carcer and was
left on life support with her
heart soopping four times in the
process. They were nightmare
moments, But she was there Lo
tell the tabe.

While everyone told her
she would never walk again,
she defied all the adds and not
ondy walked again, but took the
brave step to water ski again at
ahigh level.

This is just a snapshot of her
story and it certainly lefr the
roam in wodal ilence, She de-
fied all odds, overcame every
obstacke and showed resilience
like no one 1 have ever known.

Thigiden of cmpowering peo-
pheina public arena such as this
is something more provinces
should adopt. There is 50 much
tabent to explore, so many sto-
ries to hear and many ways in
which people can learn to be
inspired and grow in confidence
by peoplein sport,

I hope other sporting organi-
sanons around the country will
Eﬂ? Elllll:n.nnfntnswnrm

a5 this can only bring out
the best in peopleand leave you
feeling blessed that you are in-
volved in spart, no matter what
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Linda
Mellerick

TOMORROW
Littlewoods Ireland National
League Division 1 Round 3 Cork v
Kilkenny, MW Hire Training
Centre, Kilkenny. 2.30pm

EVEN though there is little at
stake for Cork and Kilkenny in
saturday’s Littlewoods Ireland
Mational league final group game,
that won't reduce the intensity
between the sides, such is their ri-
valry.

Cork sit at the top of the Group 1
fabde on twolve points, Kilkenny scc-
opil on nine. ;

Even if Cork drop the three points, it
i& hard to see them losing by fourtoen
points and that is the scoring differ-
e betwoen the two sides as it stands,

Kilkenny, to be cortain of a second
placed spot will be eager to take the
points on offer, but again, even if third
‘placed Wexford beat Dublin they
woatld need to do 5o by 33 polnts (o pip
the Cats. ]

While Dublin have yet io register
polnts in the league their losing mar-
gins weren't embarrassing (except
mayle to Kilkenny where they losp 2-
14 1o 0-4), therefore one woild expect
them to be somewhat competitive
again. The semi-finals are down for
April 9th and Cork will face vither Gal-
way or Limerick, after this weekénd's
fixiures.

While it would be nice to win the
feagne of course, Cork would look on
that as o bonus. They are again Using
the leapue to hlend in newoomers and
with MNlamh McCarthy, Linda Colling,
Jenntfer Barry, and Chloe Sigerson
getting consistent ganie time they ane
et i Liely getting up to speed and
hopefully can make a difference at son-
for leve] come championship tme.

Kilkenny likewise have utilised a
gignificmst number of typical division
two players throughout the campaign.
et Kilkenny and Cork still top group 1
which shows the gap betwesn the fop
tosimis and the others,

LA TR

Cork's Amy 0'Connar takes on Wexford's Sarah O'Connor in the Littlewoads Ireland Camogie League Division 1 game at

Her driving runs will be important for Cork against Kilkenny tomorrow.

Kilkenny dropped two points in
their secopd-round te 1o Wexford but
if your're poing to cateh the All-Ireland
champbons, just back afer their spring
break is the time to do .

Cork's league preparatlons wers
slow 1o get underway in 2006 and they

id the price, losing twice (o Limer-

ck, the Iast cuting a play off, as they

failed to advance (o the semi-finals,
While much notice wasn't taken of it at
the time, mayhe the signs wers thero
that the year wasn't going to play ouf
as Cork would have hoped,

This year. training resumed a lot
earlier and there ks a spring in the siep
of the players at present. | think a fac-
tar in that is that (e players are play-
ing with more freedom and inftiative,
while st keeping somewhat o 2 ghme
plan. Sometimes the best approach toa

me is to just let the players at it.

hile losing the league didn’t upset
Cork in the slightest in 2016, T think
looking back they would have appreci-
ated a couple more competitive games,
and more importantly against
siranger oppesition,

Kilkenny of course are the Matiopal
Teagne and All Ireland champions.

rk’s lineout will more than ltkely
b the same as thatwhich lined out
pgalnst Wexfiond two weeks ago.

The familiar posture of Aoife Mur-
ray will stand betveeen the post. Glen
Rovers' Leanne Q'Sullivan. Captain
Rena Buckley and Lanra Treacy will
line out in front of her with Pam
Mackey, Ashling Thompson and Chioe
Siperson holding down the half back
line positions. Gemma O'Commor and
Jennifer Barry Hne oot at 8 and § while

r . e .. _..._-"

Cork [T recemily.
Picture: Inpha/Ken Sutton

Cork have two fast wings forwards in
Amy O'Connor and Julia White flank.
ing Orla Cronin at cenire.

Katrina Mackey, Niamh McCarthy,
Linda Collins will complete Cork’s
starting fifteen. Orla Cotter continues
to give her beg time to heal. Cork are in
no rush 1o bring hor back to the play-
ing ficld,

They're quite content to give their
new hreed ﬂl::Fl:HJ"'EI:'E- time on the pitch.
The return of Emer O'Sullivan to the
panel is a welcomed sight, even if sheis
unavailable for lomornee.

Cork are doing well to-date In both
the Diviston one and two leagees, -
beaten in both. There is nothing likean
All-Ireland defeat to put the bite back
into your game.

Tomorrow's battle will hold 5 lotaf
iL.

U16 camogie teamback in business

THE junior hurlers played 5t
Colam's in the JAHL on Sunday
in Rossmaore but unfortunately
ended up losing by 3-9 1017,

For the first time in many
years, Kilbree Camogie Club
have entered an ULG veam 1o
compete in Carbery and county
competitions. The first out-
ing for this team was an away
fiture against a vory strong
Ballinascarthy side and though
the young Kilbree side lost., it
wis a historic ecensian and they
will improve as they play more
LAES.

Panel: Heather Brim-
ble, Deirdre Myhan, Kate
O Donovan, Jessica O Drisooll,
Maeve O'Neill, Sarah
O'Donovan, Rebecca Hurley,
Leanne Sheelry, Madread Crow-
ley,Emily ©'Donovan, Aife
Oriell, Cosimbe Murphy, Ra-
chel Deasy, Alice O'Donovan,

- Murphy, Alisen Collins,
el Collins.

There was no winner of this
week's lotto jackpot, the num-
bers drown were 13, 24 andd 34.
The lucky-dip winners were

and Eileen Burke, Tara
ovan and Dessie McCa-

rthy. Noexe week's botto jnck
WEBE RO .
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E:H news: Kilbree Camogie Club is fielding an U6 team for the first time inmany years. They took on Balinascarthy away




Munster
double

for Cork
U16s

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

F’HE CORK Uls camopis
squad recorded a double in
Ballyagran vesterday as the
Munster the A and B titles
were won with victories over
Clare and Tipperary.

Finlshing Cork 2-11 to Clare
2:8, the B final had {0 go to
extra time before the fitle was
sircured after a froe from Eva
Rose Bovian leveibed the game
in normal time.

Clare led 1-3 to'1-2 at the end
of the opening 30 minutes
before Eva Rose Boylan {2)
and Orlaith Comming helped
pitt Cork in front.

Slobhan O'Donovan and
Sinead O'Dennell were on
target fn extra tme. before &
Sinead O'Donnell goal and an
Crla O'Brien point put Cork
24 to 18 in front.

Scores from Boylan amd
Mairead Crowley helped seal
the win.
$crnre jor Cork ER Boglan 1-8 [0-3
01 &5}, 8 ODewrsll 1-1, 5 ODorowsn
?ﬁw.ﬂm.ﬂﬁmﬂ-
CORNK: C Buckiny: J o '
= Barnard, Hu;:lﬁaml!mu. KA

Crag. B - I Molland 5 Moriey, M
Crivediny, m\m 8 O Domeenn, 5
CFDonned, K OrFledy,

Sl T for B OrPedly, E -

iy T M Cromwiay, E Kelishar for O Cum-
rrena arsd Ml Crosviesy bor T MeCarhy

Cork ~2-12
Tipperary 2-7

CORK laid the foundation for
victory in the U186 A final with
i solid opening-half perform-
unee, facing a stiff brecoe,

Leading 1-8 1o 1-5 at the
interval, they worked hard (o
hold their lead through a
ough second half, with
aptiin Cliona O'Leary lead-
g by example fmom defence,

Paints from Ellen and
Emma Murphy had Cork in
ront in front early before an
Z2ilen Murphy goal.

H-,f.-flmr the ball moving
gl vital for Cork as they
Irove everything they wan to
heir inside lines, Ellen
durphy pointed a 45 after a
pod sate by Alne Slatter
jenied Emma Murphy a goal.

Emma Murphy and Emer
Ao Grath 5w:£ped points and
'ipp 2earched for a goal but
he Cork defence again denied
ipp’s Iate efforts.

CurkJJa}'ed out the added
me with & five-point lead tht
ras enotgh to give thom the
[tle. Ellen Murph¥ was
amed player of the match.
soaars for Covk: Efan Murphy 248 (1.2
i 45}, Enrrra bonphy 0-3, H O'Laary.
Finn, 5 MeCasthy 0-1 aach
HE minors experioncesd Hithe
[fficaulty in the last game in
v round rohin series of the
[-Ireland, beating Waterford
132 fo1-1
Lauren Homan and Katie
all hit second-half geals.
aners for Corc L Homan 28, K Wal
1, L Hiryos, N ORicedan. 5 McCarshy
| mach
ORK'S intermediates made
e bong journes 1o Ballymens
arthwiile 1o togp their Litile-
podds Division 2 Igg!li;“mﬂ;
e rronp with & ¥
ctary over Antrim.

0-11
Cork 0-12

THE fact that neither side nesded
the win last Saturday to advance
to the Division 1 semi-finals of the
Littlewoods Ireland Mational
league didn't diminish the rivalry
and bite that exists when Cork
and Kilkenny meet,

Kilkenny

That rivalry is going back 40 vears, 1t
ovaporabed during the late 'S5 and
noughties ag Kilkenny slipped in the
rankings, but it's back with a bang,
particularly aftor last September’s All-
Ireknnd final,

Just-a polnt separated the sides in
Dunmore sfter a touph, physical en-
coviniter. Cork were only iiching for an-
other game against the Cats, 1 didn't
matter that the outcome was meaning-
less in the table rankings — Cork were
maotivated and warked their socks off.
Eilkenny likewize, hence the low scor-
ing game in a right badtle,

W conld well have the same pairing
in league final action in three weeks
time as Cork face Limerick and Kilken-
ny take on Galway next Sunday,

There were brief moments of very
good play with some precision tack:
ling, interceptions from Lanra Treacy,
Aoife Murray and Gemma O'Connor

i R0 erdnad,

While Cork had strong perform-
ances all over the fleld, Katrina
Mackay must be zingled oul for what
wns o top-class display. Finishing with
cight poants, three from play, from
both placed balls and free play she was
unerring.

Cork played with wind advantage
for the first period. Sixteen minutes in,
thery led 0-3 to (-1, By the 22nd §f was
four points apiece.

Ann Dalton and Ashling Dunphy
were doing well for Kilkenny in the
mlddle of the part vel so too was
Gemma O"Connor. The Cals looked
frash, full of running and confldent
an All-Treland win will do that to yon

Orla Cronin (Cork] breaking clear during the league match in Kilkenny.

They at times again showed flashes
of brilllance with Miriam Walsh un-
Incky not fo finish a cohegive move to
the net. but Cork's defence were expel-
lent, covering each other well. Cork
weren't lebling Kilkenny out of their
own defence (oo eastly either and des-
pite the strong work of Meighan Far-
moll, Kelly Ann Dovie and Dalten Cork
were coping mdmirably.

Kilkenny had 11 wides in total, six in
e opening half, Many of them how-
ever wers forced errors die to sfrong
Cork pressure.

It was score for score. Cork pushed
two ahead on two cecasions in the first
halfasd with Mackey scoring hor sixth
point an the strake of half time, that
was the margin at the break.

The laiter started the second as she
finished the first, giving Cork their

Rivalry rekindled
as Cork quell cats

blggest lead throughout the game in
three polnts. Jullanne Malone made
twodashing runs from the right corner
amd bore down on goal but for the first
Aoife Murray was composed and
foreed Malone fo Foul, winning a firee
out, For the second, Cork swarmed
and cleared. Ashling Dunphy struck
over with Julianne adding anoither on
fify minutes. Just three points scored
in twenty minutes doesn™t make for ex-
citing reading bot sich was the infen-
sity in the game it was enthralling
Jutlia White pointed before two Mi-
chelle Guilty frees made it 0-10 1o 0-8,
Finola Newille, an the pitch just
three minutes, confldently pointed
with Mackey adding her elghth to give
Cork that three-paint advantage agaln
entering the final minute. A fow stop-
pages however Ied to five minutes' aid-

Ficture: Pat Moare

ditional tme. Miriam Walsh polntes
twice and Kilkenny then chased ths
nqﬂt;lllnl:r. But Cork held firm to recon
an impartant win, regardbess of wha
the table already said.
ficorens for Cork: K Mackey 00 (05 ), C Sigetso.
mmmu;lwﬂ-t Jmn.rummm
anny: O Gaclo 0-2 401 1), M Qealy 0.2 2, B
MSE.JMHMJ-MD-LH.Aﬁ:iFL”
Ounphy 0-1 aach.
Eﬂﬂﬂ!i:.-mr.Lﬂ'E?;n.H - L Traacsy
Misshory, A Thompaan, L=t G,
Baery: A O Connor, O Coonin, J Wit K Macky, |
McCariteg, L Colies :
Susrnc L for L O'Bullivan (44], F biowils
faf L Colies [55), R O'S0aa for P kackory inj 577
KILKEMHY: E Havanagh: A Holam, © Felay, &
‘Walgh; GJF'H-HM. :;llﬂﬂ'lum A Dakon,
Cunply: J Aeddy, ! L J alena, K
gqh.l}ﬁuu. 7ol :
ubm: L Murphy lor O Walsh 433, G O'Dosewl for |
& Doyda finf, 47, J Cafford bee M Quilty [55).
Flalpres: Play Fally (Kidaral

IT'S Cork inst Limerick, and Kilkenny against
Galway, in the Littlewoods Ireland National leagne
semi-finals, next Sunday,

lie m]lid well have a Cork against Kilkenny final,
an o

If that is the case, we'll certainly look forsard (o |t
as the Cork-Hilkenny saga lsn't over yet for 2007, 1
wouldl suspect,

For now, Cork can enjoy thelr narrow victory,
after a spirited performance In Dunmore, on Satar-
day.

Obwhously, Cork manager, Paudle Murray, wasn't
gokng to get overly excited, but he did admit that it
was a pood win,

“We worked hard. It was a pood win,” Paudée M-
ray said

“It was a physical game and W'l get tougher dir-
ing the year, but it was good to come to Kilkeniy and

pet i win,

REACTION

B Linda Mﬂlﬂ_g_h

“Ohrr neweomers. again, stood up today. This was
going to ba a steongg test and [ think they stocd up to
the mark, all four of them (Niamh MceCarthy, Linda
Collins, Jennifer Barry.: Chioe Sigerson),

“I'think, come chiamplonshinp, they'll have o ferce
£y in matters,

“%o, from that podnt of view, you'd have to ba
happy. Look, we were qualified, so teday's result
wasn 'l golng o be major.

“BHuf, again, what we're looking for s for those
wirls to shep up fo the mark™,

Cork's three substitutions also played their part,
with Finola Meville pefting an important paint, not
fong after aking to the feld,

“Neah, well that's what subs are thers for, (o comie

A Cork-Kilkenny final on April 24 would be a prospect

inamd make an impact and Finola's trained o,
chel {G‘Sh:mﬁ has trained hard, (oo, so they r]t,-:-'.!'rﬁ
il |E|;|.[-c:|m|. 4 ot > !
orring o the work-rate of the squad, Paodie

sabd: ""Well, wark-rate (s what we're I:-LLI:!tt fifl :-|-|1r|-||jl|:
you Jook hack at last year's All-Ireland final, it cor
tainly wasn't there, so I think it's one of the ki
lh:m!'j!w need (0 keop driving on this year.

“There's nothing botween the teams. I know Kil
kanny were missing a fow today and we were missing
a fow, 50 there's probably Hitlein i1, woun Kniw, '

“There's every possibility we could mest cack
other in a leagus Mnal ina fow weeks' Ume, T don'
know who we're playing, yet, but we'll concentrade
on next week and seo where we go from thepe,”

Enquiring about Pamela Mackey, who infured hop
calf kate in the game, Paudle Frmd: = Yeah, we
just think it's & knock and brutsing so, hopefully
she'll be ok ;



U1é6
Rebels

target a
double win

CAMOGIE
@ Mary Newman

TOMORROW
Munsier UlG A final: Cork ¥
Tipperary, Ballyagran,
Jjp.

AFTER recording a compre-
ensivie Viclory over [_..III'IL'I'l'L'I"i
in the semi-final, the Cork Uk
A side take on Tipperary In
the second game of a dlouhle-
hiznder of Munster U6 finals

in Ballyagran tomarro.,

As the 5-20 to 0-0 semi-Tinal
seoreline :15:;Ii|'|:-i'! [ai]l.'ll'.‘l'l.{'l‘i 1T~
dieates, this was very much
gne-way traffic from start to
Mnish as the Cork girls com-
fortably advanced into the
Munsier final.

Tipperary had It m uch
closer as thoy had to battle all
the way before knocking out
Clare. in the Nnish [ve poants
soparated the zhfies in & 3-3 (o
(-7 contest, _

The Rebéls have put tn
a huge effort with both their
Ui A and B panels and they
have prepared well for this
final

Against Limerick, Flona
Keating was the star of the
show nolching up an \mpres-
sive 4.7 while Ellen Morphy
addedd 1-7. Clodagh Finn, Aine
Kullins and Sally MceCarthy
were all o the fore inoa romn-
pant Cork atiack.

The Cork kackroom teams
of Mike Haland, Gor Horpan,
Panline O Kegan and Mike
O'Corman are sensible
enoupeh to know a much
stermer test wakts agalnst Tip-
EFRry.

Having come through a
tough test against Clare By
will be poing all out to take the
title from Cork. Laura Shin-
nors, Roseanne O Donnell,
Gill Ann Quirke and Karin
Blair were the playvers to cateh
the eve for them in their seni-
final outing and they will be
the enes to watch out for,

As this iz the Lase oom piti-
tive game before the All-lre-
land series gets under way
after the exams both sicles will
s hoping for a goosd resiill to
boost their champlonship
preparations.

TOMORREOW
Munster U186 B final: Cork v
Clare, Ballvagran, 1pm.
LCork and Clare find them-
selves in the nnusnal position
of being in a Manster U6 B
final womorrow without hay-

Ing pucking a hall

As the only two counties {o
have entered the Munster B
competition they Nind them-
st vips battling it out for the
tithe,

With the Cork U16A toays sl
ready through ta the provin-
clal decider in the second
game of the double header in
Ballyagran ngainst Tipporary
||_'||_r foens ix firstly on e U6 H
gides (o got the day off (o o
gl siari.

The B panel hnvo winp Rl
slde by side with the A squwd
and this has proved a hope
SlUCCess, preparations have
gone woll with several prac.
l_l'!'l.' pames played and the
Cork mentors and players are
looking forward to Sunday's

L
Eﬂ. L P R

Hiamh Ni Chaoimh, captain of the Cork intermediate team, has been in excellent form so far this year in the Littlewoods Division 2 National League. Picture: IRPHO By Stickland

Cork aiming to

TOMORROW
Littlewoods Division 2 National
League: Cork v Antrim,
Ballymena, 2pm.

CORK'S division 2 panel make the
long journey to Ballymena for the
last game in the round robin
series in the Littlewoods Division
Mational League comfortable in
the knowledge that their semi-
final spot is already secured.

They will be determinesd to fnksh as
Eroup leaders In group two and clinch
A semi-final spot with the runners-up
ul'gmup o andd this 1% the section that

m Mary Newman

will go dowr (o the wire.

Ierespective of the result, Cork
should top the group even i they loss
o Antrim and Galway beat Klldare as
Cork have a better Scoring average.

In group one, Derry, Kilkenny, and
Carlow are level with one game 1 go
Wexford are behind them with thres
points less and this weekend Eilkenny
play Laols, Derry host Wexford and
Down entertain Carlow. It will come
down 1o the wire before & winnar and
runmer-up is declded with results vital
tomorrow, Cork have enjoyed a superh
campaign and are growing in confi-

finish as leaders

dence with every game, they are a
strong unit with plenty of back-up and
it is good to see competition for every
position. These are the players wha
will backbone Cork in the fubure and it
iz good to see plavers emerging from
miner and settling into adult inter-
county competition confidently.

Keeva McCarthy, Rachel ('Shea,
Kaitlyn Hickey, Sarah Fahy, Amy Les
and Miamh Ni Chaokmh have featured
1o date and should b in the Hne-out to-
TROETHW.

To date, Cork have accounted for
Galway, Wesimeath, Armagh, and Kil-
diare, Anteim pot thelr campaign off to
awinning start with s 2-7 to 0-9 victory
over Armagh, but wers defeated by
Galway 2-12 to 1-7.

Against Kildare they conceded 16

points and lost out as they notched o
nine points, they ran Kldare close b
fore a late goal gave Kildare a twe
point victory.

With nothing to play, for Antris
may use the pamea to ey some of tel
fringe players as it will be the Last o3
portunity of 4 competitive game befor
champlonship. However we can expec
to see them backbomed by regular
Micole O'Neill. Emma Connotr
Miamh and Kathryn Donnelly and cap
tain Katie McAleese.

It’s & long way to po for Cork bu
they will approach the game with th
same determination they have slowe
in all of this campaign. They are fc
cused and aiming to go all the way ths
seasen and a league title would se
thiem up nicaly for championship.

A strong work ethic has stood to Cork minors

TODAY CAMOGIE
All-Ireland Mino Championship: Cork v Water-
ford, WIT, 2pm. @ Mary Newman

WITH three wins from three games it's a nice posi-
lion to be in this alterpoon as the Cork Miner side
head to WIT for the last game in the group stage of
the All-lreland minor championship

Last weekend they overcame CdTaly in their third
gane and agadn it was o game where they workesd
hard to grind-out & win.

By no means was i a elassie, far from it, but to
thedr eredit Cork worked hard amd got stack inona
blustery day where the cross feld wind made (diT-
cilt for both sides

Their work ¢thic has been excellent throughout,
particularly agalnst Dulilin when thelr backs wers to
the wall thoy hung in there and carved out a great
win, Kojzin Killeen, Lauren Homan, Molly Lynch

Molly's Lynch's puck-onl against the wind par-
tiendardy were oxcellent and wepe of huge advantage
anid this iz semething that Cork have used to thelr ad-
vaniage turning defence into attack with lomg cde-
Hvery to their inside lines

Already, All-Treland champions Tipperary have
falten victims to Cork and having tucked away Dub-
lin' in their opening game last weekend's result en-
sured Cork of a semi-final place.

Champlons Tipperary are depending on results to
Keep them in the running as they have completed
their schedulie of games. I[P CfTaly were to defeat Dub-
lin Tipp would go through, either as runners-up if
ik et o wctory: over Waterford or thow counld onad

Waterfapd wers adged out by a polat by Dublin 1-
to 0-T i this wias a Dublin skde that made Cork figh
to the death befobe viclory was seciived. Five polne
separated Cilaly from Waterfond ina high scoring <
10 to 1-14 claghes bt bast weelond champions Tif
perary hattling to keep their qualification hope
alive recorded a 4-14 10 3-8 win

Haitesha Tobin has been Waterford's stand-ou
player in this campaign while Anmbe Fitdgerald hMas
garel Ann Boland Shauna Fitzgerald and Kate Lyne
have all worked hard for a side that are unlecky nc
tor ey gatien more out-of thi=s campaign

With nothing but pride at stake today, Waterfor
will go out determined to get something out of th
game and they will be looking to the provincis
championship e in Al year.

Cork safe in the knowledge they are through wi
b aimnimar to firiieh in the ton €6t thiscaore. W =3



Cork book league semi-final date with Limerick

Daragh O Conchiiir

Hedther Tipperary nor Wex-
ford managed to achieve the
inlikely mathematical feats
required to deny Kilkenny o
place In the Littlewoods e
Camoghe Loague Divisbon

1 seml-finals,
It-means that the Cats will
alway on Sunday, with
Cork Tacing Limerick in the

ather semi. Kilkenny fell to
thel: second difeat of the cim:
palgn as Katrina Mackey
motched gight points to give
Lotk o nareow win — k12 o
11,

Kilkenny started well but
paints fram Chloe Sigerson,
Amy O'Connor and Mackey
eilped Cork thres clear.

That was still the margin
with two minutes mmlnlzg
but the NMoresiders finizth
strongly with a brac of points

from Miriam Walsh bt
thiey conldn't sounee an sl
Iw\i‘n:!‘md, who inflicted the
first loss of the season on the
All-Ireland champions last
February, needod to beat
Dublin by at least 32 poinis at
Innovate Wexford Park hutl
were unable o prevent the
yizitors from recording 5
eovoted first victory by 0-16 1o
1-B

There was never much bo-

tween the skdes but Wexford
hl_l;*ld. i MArTOw aftlhnnmm:l fiar
three guarters of proceedings
thanks to Linds Bolger™s early
poal. !
When Una Leacy and Brid
Gordon pointed the margin
was four. Emma Flanagan and
Alsling Maher responded for
Dubdin and i€ was 1-5 1o 0-5 at
half-time. David Herliy’s girls
edged btk into the tle though
and once they drew level,
found another gear with

points from Alsling Maher,
All MeGuire and Zee O'Donde-
hue saping them home.

Tipp would have had'to
finish 40 points clear of Water:
ford at The Ragg to deny
Kilkenny the last berth foom
Group 1, That was never
realistic but they did manage
to grab the 1-18 to 0-9 win o
finish third in the table.

Galway and Limerick had
already qualified to the last
faur from Group 2 50 therae

i
was little at stake In their fimal
rubber apart from the desire
to maintaln momentum and it
Is the Connacht outfitthat
came out on top in the Shan-
ponside derlsy, 1-13 to 09,

In the other gamegoals
fram Ann Marle Guinan and
Patrice Delaney ensured
Offaly third position and the
2-12 to k11 verdict against a
Clare side that was overly-ru-
linnt on Chloe Morey, who
spred Sdven poinis.

CAMOGIE QUEENS Inniscarra celebrate win

Progressive Cork can

SUNDAY,

AllIreland Minor A Championship semi-final:
Cork v Galway, Semple Stadium, Zpm.
CORK topped their group to claim their $pot in this
Minor A All-Trelard ¢ -final finishing witls a 100%
record with victories over Dublin, holders Tipper-

ary, Offaly and Waterford.,

They will be hoping of continuing their good form
to reach the final as they ook to claim a first Minor A
title. Cork will be concerned that they have not had
any really hard pames in thelr groug.

They easily disposed of the challonges posad by Of-
faly, Waterford and their ;ardestd :Esr.-s mmtn:-iln ll‘_u:;
apening game against Dobiin and Lk Second again
'ﬁ#:;tperan-. To thelr credit, they stood up there and
were counbed when the need arose, Lauren Homan
hais been in good form up front while Katie Wall, Re-
beces Keane, and Boizsin Killeen have all worked
hard.

& Mary Newman

Galway Mnlshed second in thelr group bat i§ was
only an scoring difference after a three-way tle for
top spot with Clare and Kilkenny. They just edged
ouit Kilkenny by beating them in thelr final group
mitch in a high scoring 5-18 to 2-15 encounter.

They lost out in thelr epening game to Clare when
despite notching up twelve paints they conceded 2-9,
they regrouped but had fo cling on to the finish
against an rimproving Wesford who pushed thom all
the way before Galway ran out the winners by twa
poinis They had !'nurﬁgitﬂ to spare aver Hmerlck
bafore resorving thelr t hour for thedr clash with
Eilkenny where they nedaded every soone Lo seoure
their paszage through,

They come into the minor championship on the

ApR. 2017

see off Galway challenge

back of twoe hugely successful U6 campalgns, having
been All-Ireland champions in 2015 and 2016, Af Ul6
lewval when the sides met two years ago Galway
powered to victory, ) i

They have superb players, including Siobhan
MeGrath, who was, without doubd, one of the stars of
the show in the All-Ireland senior club final in Crolo
Park as her club Sarsfiehd’s fell short o Sloughneill
i a superh final,

Captain Leamne Helebert, Carrie Delan, Shannon
Ridge, Molly Mennion ami Ciara Helebert aro hugely
experienced players whe have tasted a lot of inter-
county success

This is a Galway shde that will be tough and physi-
cal and Cork will have to dig in feos the throwsdn 60
minutes is between them and a place in the fnml and
this | passibly the hardest test they will get!

In the second semi-final Bublin and Clare meot on
Saturday in Birr.

Camogie
club was
one of
the first

CAMOGIE
» Diarmuid Sheehan

MANY GAA clubs have en-
couraged girls to play the
national games, but some
wire more progrossive than
athers,

Ballincollig has long bean

_one such glub, Tn 1974, the

o] women founded the Bal-
lineallig Camogie Club

Thiswas the first in the area
to cater exclusively to girls
and [Fr Kieran Twomoy
started training their firsi
team at the GAA Grounds

The first underage beam
weara the Ulds, and the club
has since grown into one of
the strongest kn the comty,

in tle labe 70s, the chil had
thetr first v:l:-um-t.' hoard of-
ficer, Lillie O"Sullivan (EI"),
who wis county PH, before be-
coming County Board rogis-
trar in the 1980s, Since then,
ihe club hiss beven reproesenied
by a number of officials af
County Board level, at bath
SERIEE andjumnllr.-.

in the 19408, the camogie
club's eolours became groen
and white 10 mirror the local
GAA eluh. |

The elub was growing along
with the vilinge population,
with feunder members, Nell
Hennlgan, Helen Coughlan.
Lillie O Sullivan, and many
new adult mentors, all bring-{
ing the club on year after year.

Hennigan, who has boani
hugely influential over the
years, is the EE“EN cluh
presilent, and her daughiers
and gramldanghters all repre-
sent the club, both on and off
the piteh.

Histary

The club al=o made history
al counly board level, with the
first moiher-and-daighter of-
Theers, Lillke O°Sullivan and
her daughter, Malread, This
was more proofl that Ballineal-
lig Camogle Club works hard
at all levels to promaote the
sport toall

In 2009, the clith secured the
Senior B County title, and
reached the Senior A County
final in 2013,

They were narrowly de-
feated by an all-conquering
Milford.

The club's promelion (o
senior was a fantastic achiev-
cment — all that s left now I8
that elusive senfor thile.

Al the younger grades, the
club has continned to achieve:
it wan the U4 County final in
2015, and the minors reached
the county final the following
yoar,

The club has 200 juvenile
players and 40 adults.

The othos of the Ballincolliy
Camogic Cub has alwave boon
Incluston, with the club going
the exira mile to make sure
that all members feel llu:}' Ao
it of A family.

Many of the wanderful
people who gave a huge
amount of their time and
hiearts have now passed on,
but their Biput has remaiped
it has kept the elub strong,.

. ﬂ'ﬁ% and striving to be 1]:|:I

L can b,



Confident Cork maintain 100 per cent record

- GRS R RS Camopgie League Div 1 Gro
CORK 0 CAMOGIE LEAGUE celcd out with a fine effort i Bl LEAgUA R Craup ]
KILKENR N front of the posts. T TR T T
With 10 minutes remaining oo B B 0 0 sdoar K i
BY SHIRLEY MOLOMEY while Denise Gaule had a re-  fore Kelly Ann Doyleresponded — and a goal between the sides | Kikerny g 3 0§ 32 83 Ee 28 9
spanse for Kilkenny with a 45, totic the sades. beth teams were contributing | yioparary R e 8 4
CORE will play Limerick ina  Mackey restored Cork's two-  Mackey once again split the 1o 3 wough outfield bartle. Kilk- | wexford s s ARl i e
semi-final of the Littlewoods  point advantage. posts on 25 minutes before  enny scored from three placed | puben R L T T A R S |
Iretand Camogie League Divi- Anne Dalton was instrumen-  Chloe Sigerson pointed on 28 balls over the hour with two of |Watefrd 5 1 0 4 58 gE .33 3
sion 1 this Sunday (9th) after  tal at midfield for the Cats, and  tosee Cork two ahead. Nottobe  those coming from the stick of e = 11
the Rebels topped their group  she picked out Julianne Malone  outdone, Gaule sphit the posts  Michelle Quilty on 30 metres in
follawing five wingin arow,the  with a great pass which was  with a tight angle shot to pull  the 52nd and 54th minutes. Fi-  secure the win. ET JBarry. A O'Connor, 0
latest against Kilkenny. slotted over before Dalton her-  one back for Kilkenny before  nola Neville, fresh off the bench, :’ ‘mmw-ﬂ Me-
I this rematch of last year’s  self got on the scoreboard with  Amy O'Connor and Mackey pointed before Mackey fired Scorers Suba:] .
All-Ireland final at the MW Hire  afine long-range effor. pointed to see Cork 0-8 to0 0-5  ower a 30m free on 56 minutes  Corke K Machey 0-8(31,145), A {45}, F Nevile for tm:‘
Training Centre in Kilkenny On 20 minutes Cork were  tothe good at hall ime. tosec Cork agoalclearwith full: ~ 0'Connor, C Sigerson, 1 White, F 0'Shea for P Mackey (S8 injured].
last Saturday, Cork went about  let off the hook when Dalton Mackey, on form from placed  time looming, Meville O-Teach. Kienny: E Kavaragh A Nolan, C
their business with a steely de-  found herself at the edge of  balls, slomed over her founhon  Miriam Walsh rounded off  Fienny:MWakh, IMalone. D Foley, G Walsh: € Phetan MFarrel,
termination against the reign-  the square and her batred at- 37 minutes while Aisling Dun-  a fine game when she picked m‘&rmﬁﬂigjﬂi M Techan; A Dakon, A
ing ehampions. tempt on goal went just wide  phy fired over a minute kater to  off two super scores on 60 and MDY Dungivy. | Reddy. M Waish, M
Katrina Mackey settled the  of the targer. Mackey pointed  cutCork’slead wothree. Malone 62 to bring Kilkenny to with- Cork: A Murmay;L O'Sulivan, R Quillry; | Malone, KA Doyle, [ Gaule,
Leesiders withawo frees inside  a fine score from a tight angle  cut the lead to two when she  in one of Cork but it wasn't  Buckley, | Treacy: P backey, Subz G ODenneflfor Doyle (47
the opening five minutes and  to put Cork ahead by one be-  pointed on the run from 30 enoogh and Cork held out o A Thompscn, C Slaersonc G Citfordfa o o]
of ik /| Tt T IIHH lq!‘ . 'ir

ork need to be -

wary of Limerick

{amaoqie

SUNDAY
Littlewonds Ireland Natlonal
League DMvision 1 semi-final: Cork
v Limerick, Pdire Ui Rinn, 4pm (ET
in the event of & draw),

THE Limerick senior camogie
squad raised the barin 2016 when
they reached the semi-finals of
the Division 1 National League.

They didn’t do this by fluke. They
beat Cork not just once, but twice
along the way.

For 2017, Limerick were in group 2
that congisted of Galway, Meath, Clare
and OfTaly so it would be fair (o say
that apart from Galway the only rea
threat that should have come their
way was from (Mfaly. They overcame
this by three points 0-15 to 0-12, Yet
thoy alse received a scare from Clare,
rulling through by the narrowest of
margins; 1-13 io 012,

Limerick’s only defeat, therafore,
was to Galway, who face Kilkenny in
the semi-final in Semple Stadium,
Meanwhile, it's Limerick v Cork In
Piire Ui Binn on Sunday in the second
%emé a::ul ]L.hn u-r:ck manager John

(A18] & clear wnere his side's ambl-
thons Eu’ l

“They are ambitions and always
want o goe o step forther, We know that
Wit A capablic of beating any of the top
teams on & day and now we know what
we nevd to do to beat them consist-
ently,” he sald at the commencement
of thiz vear's caompaign.

“After last year the girls know
where the bor is and they have bouglt
Into evierything that we have asked of
e Hioe dbet and moirition aml every-
thilng is very professional.®

siar player for Limerick, Miamhb
Muleahy. capiains the alde with two
¥iceceaptains in Flona Hickey and
Barah Corey. Limoerick vely hugely on
Miamh but ot times the supparl she
WHHthE.CTﬁEtmm-nm-

seven to olght points o game she
imundeabtodly their tallsmar
I Gark took & 1-11 fo 049 doleat (o Lim-
erek b tholr opening round Inse sos-

00, Limerick were aggressive and
hungry. something that Cork in trath
lacked for the most part in 2006, If you
don’t have those ingredients, then all
the 2kill in the world won't count for
much. Cork scored just four poinis
from play.

The way the league played out Cork
and Limerick ended in o play-off for
Eha semi-final spot and in trth we all
expected Limeorick’s earller victory to
have been o one-off and for Cork toe ad-
vance, Mot so. Their winning margin
this time was seven points as Cork

oL,
Let's b honest though, when it
ciHnes o clim wship Cork are a dif-

ﬁ.':‘nn‘l_lsldn and when the sides met in
July Cork ran out 317 to 1-8 vietors,
That's why the league is so import-
ant to Limerick, They are ma ing
stricles, unmmstln:mﬁt}'. but they

aren't All-Ireland contenders yet.
They are leapue contenders though
and to reach a leagoe final would be
fiissive progresaion for them over the
pasf B SEas0nE.

Cerfainly, there seoms to be more kn-
tent in Cork’s approach to the league
this vear compared to last. Not so
much in that winning the leagee is sig-
nificantly important to them but in
thefr approach in general after last

mber’s All-Ireland final defeat.
fve wins firom five {8 as good as you
can gt but Cork Enow they are fare
from the finished articlea.

Patdie Murray may be forced to
ke & changs for Sunday’s game with
Pamela Mackey still recovering from a
knock to tho back of her from the
game against Kilkenny. If she fails to
make it Emer ('Suollivan will be the
likely direct replacement. The teum

hnﬂlﬂlﬂﬂlnidimhiugﬂuhgnmilﬂﬂj.ﬂlnmhlnﬂ-fmlﬂhmui:htﬂmﬂmmﬂismr.

Picture: Pat Moare

wasn't selected at the time of writing
but Cork were defensively exposed a
little agninst the Cats so there could
well be additional changes there.

At midfietd and wp front Cork will
likely I'.eeip numbers aight to 15 of
Gemma O°Connor, Jennifer Barry,
Amy O"Conmnor, Orla Cronin, Jolla
White, Linda Collins, Niamh
MeCarthy, and Katrina Mackey, with
Mackey on fire last Saturday.

Cork's intensity and work rate |s

currently good, it has heen gosd:

throughaout the league all over the
pitch. They'll need to bring thak to
Piiire: Ui Rinm.
Afer last sepcon, Limerick are po
longer a team o be teken ghtly, |
They'll relizsh this challengs in
Cork's staditim and with the wenther
predicted o be perfect for hurling, we
conbd be in fora great game.




Semi-final is perfect remedy

for Amy after testing

my O°Connor has a

league semi-final ap-

PR tent omormow

with the Cork camo-
gk team.

Limerick in Pilre Ul Binn
Apm) is a welcome relibol after
o week of pharmacy exams,
st saYS.

"Training's going well, from
the l:;Iﬂ:m.rt of the vear we said
we'd fry o win every game
and it's been going waillrw far.

A semi-final is different,
obvicusly, and well be sxpect-
ing Limerick to come out all
guns blaing tomornow. We're
confident, but we won't be
complacent, certainly. Limer-
ick are

definitely.

They won the intermediate
All-lreland a couple of years
ago and they're doing wall in
senjor —we always seem to be
drawn against them — they're
young and they're learning
and improving all the time,”
Along with her All-Treland
senior ca mn%:t muedals,
O'Connor has bright mem-
ories from another sporf —
she played in a UEFA U19

Europeanp Championships
semi- n.ﬂfaftarnu_ =

She hasn't pored over the
details surrounding the Irish
Women's team and their
stand-off with the FAL but she
can draw on her experience in
the green of Ireland for com-
parisens.

“Camogie was my first loye,
%0 | 'went with that rather than
the soccer, but to be honest 1
couldn't praise the FAl
enough for the way we woare
treated all the way up. |

honght we were treated very

s

“Yes, we gave back track-
sults at the end of a tourna-
ment, that was the way it was,

Cork 's Amy 0°'Conper, a former
Ireland U-19 soccer player, praised
the FAI for the way she and ber
team-mates were reated, We
stayed in the Best of hoteds and got
the best of gear.
Picture: INPHO/ Ko Sutfon

When | was in sixth yvear [
missed 11 weeks of school
travelling with the Irish team,
and we stayed in the best of
hotels, got the best of gear —
Mrumﬁi.mﬂwaumndlt
back = but at the end of &
tonrnament you kept the
Eroem ’

"Lk, if the men are get-

il
gocd i (s more equal, fair

ng ni:nrn it's mot falr, =0 it
play to them (the current

!

“I' can only talk about my
awn experionce; and maybe
we weren't insaded as well a5
the boys, I don’t know, but 1
conbdn’t com

“You could be at a toorna-

TASTIC FIVE Carbery powers Cork team

ment [nr]td]u'eahl'fﬂ wesks ai:T:II
your wauldn't have to
as much as a sock, il
“Dron't t, too, that in o
sport like basketball the
&S have to raise m (1]
play for their country. We
never had to do that.
“If the wider point s ‘why
shouldn't we be treated as wel|

= |

m‘ Carbery flag: The Cork minor A camogie
mﬁ mdv.*awru-d.ﬂm ﬁwﬁﬂlﬂ-ahm{m} Clara Crowley (Balinascarthy), umm!m'
MMWLM{EW (Newcestown).

f
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the Carbery division that will be Invelved in the All-lreland .~
Stadium, Thurles (2pm), after emerging victorious

and Zerica Griffin

i

as the men’, obvionsly that'sa
fair paint to make. I'm not in-
valved in [t anymore ob-
viously, and even this woeok [
had enough on my plate with
these exams, s0 1 wasn't pay-
h'-.ghr:at fvtich siftention fo "

v In profile be-
twoen men and women fsn't
that far away for O°'Connor:

i
!

:
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:
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i
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Look, if
the
men
are getting
more it's not
fair, so it's
good if it's
more equal,
fair play to
them

“There can be an attiinde of
“let’s get on with it to an ex-
tont with women in sport, and
that meay ot bo the mght atti-
tude cither.

“In Cork the male players
would have sponsored cars,
expenses pald. Afsling
({Thompson) has a
car, which is fair enough, but
how maréy All-Trela hawve
Briege Corkery and Rena
Buckley won?

“I think the attitude among
wamen may be “that's the wiy
it is and we won’t canse afuss’

=50 maybe thoy (the Ireland
Senior seccer feam) are right
to keiek g a fuss. We're
in ms much time on the feld as
thi men aro.

“The WGPA was a good
slep, for instance, Tt all helps,
mm]s_lnp Is m step forwand.”

Therse's another step for-
ward tomorrow — the Kilken-
ny-Galway semi-final ks being
Hve-streamed via the Ca
Assockation's and Littlewoods
Ireland digital channels, “It%s
" gays O'Connep, * .

B,

ally with tho
iz really waich
umkdl you get 4o
semi-final sia

=R
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Rebels
tasting
a lot of
success

CAMDGIE
o Mary Newman

SOMETIMES when things go
right for you, evierything just
falls into place and that cer-
'|||]'|'|_|:|" has beon (e Cass sinop
e season began for the Cork
CamAEie Teams.

'i]‘lﬁpu?lliehr:ls have enjoyed &
wonderful run of success in
recent months and, to date,
every team from U6 up to the
sgpnior side have successfully
negotiated every competitive
game they have contested.

[t's certalnly good days at
present with the senior and in-
termedinte teams quakified for
thetr respective Littlewoods
pivision 1and Division 2
Mational League semi-finals,

Both came l_l'Ll;nugh I:E.lﬁ

oup stapes wunbeaten Wialc
!ifn hlin;u Llff'edi: o players and
manzgements of both sides.

The seabor team meei Lam-
erlck tomorrow at 4pm, with
the intormediate team out
next woekend against Carlow,

The county minor sides,
with four victories under their
balis over Dublin, Tipperary.
Offaly, and Waterford, topped
their group o ensure a spot in
the All-Ireland semi-final to-
morrow, when they will meet
Golway in Semple Stadiom at
I

Last weekend it was a
superh day in Ballyagran as
Cork were crowned Munster
champions on Ue double with
the A and B feams laking the
honours in two exciting
Eamios.

Cracker

The B final was a cracker
and it took extra-time to defer-
ming a winner, but in the
extra-time, the young Cork
side showed huge resolve (o
carve out a tremendons vics
tory.

The A team had a toagh
batile with Tipp. but they
went in front and held their
fead despite huge pressune,

These were two great vic-
tories for Cork and all credit
musi go o the management
team who are leoking afier
both teams. I s not an eagy
thing to do, but the dedieation
and commitment was 2o ovi-
dent in every player and men-
tor amed all credit to cverybody
for the manner n which they
wire organksed,

As the opening game, the
final, went into extra-time
physio Rob Morey was busy
geiting the A side funed inand
ready. As soon as the final
whisthe went, the mentors just
hawd timee For the presentation
af the trophy before turning
their full attention to their A
charges.

Well dione Milkke Bodand, Ger
Horgan, Pauline O'Regan,
Mike O'Gorman, Senmus
O'Leary and Rob Morey for a
fohy weell dome.

The U6 shile will now turn
fo the All-Iveland campaign,
which will gek under way as
SO0 A% CNAmE are comploted
with a first game down for
both A and B teams on July 2

For now thna;:an baisk In

the glory of a deuble provin-
clal suieess

h-e Laochra Og eamogie team from Muskerry whe participated in the Caman to Munster event.

Cork teams enjoy

unster event

SIXTEEN Cork clubs were chosen
to be part of the Munster Camogie
Caman To Munster initiative, with
an U12 Go Games day, which this
year was held in Mallow.,

Aghabullogwe, Brian Dillopn's, Downg-
las, 51 Vincents, Clenakilty, Blarmey,
Carrigtwohill, Kilbree, Kilbrittan/
Timoleague, Mallow, Memo Rangers,
Tracten, Yalley Rovers, Midleton,
Laochra (g, and Sarsfield’s were the
clubs drawn to attend.

The whole day centred on enjoy-

ment and playving games and
the youngsters whe teok part all had a
wonsderful day.

CAMOGIE
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The day was a blg one for the Cork
clubs chosen o participate and this
was done by Eathleen Egan, whois the
Club and Education Support Co-ordi-
nator, and her team, who invited clubs
1o register their interest.

& deaw was then made amd 48 club
teams from across Munster were
chosen to head to Mallow. A total of 800
players participated and it what was a
superh day. :

e growth of the game in Kerry
continues and it is wonderfial to see the

playvers from the Tralee Parpells ving
the flag for Kerry camoge. :

Ten clubs from Tipperary, eight
from Limerick, four from Clare and
three from Waterford all converged on
Mallow for the event and with esch of
the clubs having been allocated a dif-
ferent starting time, varying
10 1o 2pam, ik ensured a continuons
stream of arrivals and e,

Young referees wene given a chance
ti snéne whﬂr_;rh}hw stepped up and
toak charge I EAIMmEs.

Each club had to bring a Enun: rel-
eres who helped out with the overall
running of the day.

Tt was arranged that no two clubs
from the same county wers kn the same

groasp, thus ensuring the players ged fo
pacticipate against clubs from -
ant cotmties.

Eathleen Egan was thrilled with the
event.

“Tt"s been 4 huge day for the assock-
ation and for camogie in Munster. The
clubs that were chinsen wers ey ap-
preciative of the opportunity to play
and the weather was kind to us and the
yolung players "'E.?m' enjoyed avery

5] ,

The next big event will be thi Ciaman
to Croker which the association will
host in May and clubs will be eagerly
Bosalking forwand o the draw with bated
bireath to soe if they ace the lucky ones
ehosen to ead to Croke Park.

Ballincollig host Underlights Tournament decider

TOMIGHT is a big night for Ballineollig camogie club
s they host the final of the Ballincollip Underlkghts
senior Camaogie Tournament.

Sinece the first tournament fn 2004, the competitbon
has provided gront pre-sopson games for clubs that
are getting back into training and the madn aim in or-
ganising the ovent was to get teams back onto the
playing Melds,

By throargh thie vears, clubs such as Innisears,
Doanglag aoed Ballineollig have all tiken the spoils,

Tz year is o specinl one for the club, as the family
of the nte Brendan Butler eame an board with the
Ballincollig Camogie Chith anad donated a memorial
cup for the competitbon. This s added (0 the pres-
tigpe of the event, to kave such a beantifl trophy for
tha winners. Brendan was an officer of Ballineollipg
Camogie Club when he passed away four years adgo.

He wasz a huge character and was always ot the
hub of everviling and invelved i all things (o do

CAMOGIE
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with the camogie club. Anytime Yol went toa game
i Ballincollig, Brendan had a word for everyone and
e ks still fordly remembered by everyone in the clah
and beyond.

His wifie, Liz, and two daughters, Kate and Anna,
and {he extended familles will be in attendance this
evening to see Sarsfield’s and Glen Rovers batthe it
out for the trophy in his metnory and their support
has given the compotition a boost.

Sinece the tournament™s incepilon, Glen Rovers
have heen in attendance every year, while this is
Sarafield's fifth tournament and both clubs have
been huge supporters of the event.

Club chairman, Mike O°Brien, is looking forward
towelcoming everyvbody 1o Ballincollig and is hoping

i see many of the ciubs that participated, come out
to the final and join them afterwards in the club-
house for refreshments when the Butler family will
present the trophy. to the winning team captain.

=The tournament was a great siccess and I want to
thanks all the clubs who participated, Ballincal-
lig, Glen Rovers, Eire O Ballvgarean, Sarsfield’s
and Donglas were all here with us. The weather was
not always kind to us and we lost one whole week of
fixtures, but the ciubs showed great co-operation and,
we got the games complitsd

“We are looking forward to the final now and wish,
bodh teams the best of luck. 1§ ks our first vear havi
the trophy in honour of one of our late mentors a
we hope we have done his memary proud with the oF-

ising of the event.” i

Ea#hmﬁ--ln ig at 8pm with Eddie O'Sullivan from
Inniscarya refereeing, it promisss o be lmﬂl‘
oocasion.



eaveltlate
with win
over Cork

CAMOGIE
m Darren Kelly

Salway 0-14
-ork 0-B

L STRONG last quarter saw
Falway Anally wear down
he challenge posed by Cark
1% they advance to the minor
Y All-Ipeland final with fowr
sinils do spare In Semple Sta-
Hum yvesterday.

The six point margin is
omewhat Mattering, as it
vas only in the late closing
tiuges that Galway closed the
ontest ol

In a close opening half it
¥vas score for scors as the
ddes were deadlocked on six
H:tasions the acenracy af
rath free takers crucial az
sty battled fo'galn control.

Aolfe Hurley gave Cork
e early lead with a point
rom play which Siobhan bMe
srath replisd.

Carrie Dolan and Lauren
{oman exchanged polnts
il with both defences tight
cores were hand to come by,

Two pointed [frees by the
nid of the opening quarter
nomentarily edged Galway
nto the lead but a pointed
Auren Homan free had the

ides tied up again at four
oint each,

It continued in the same
ain with Cork edging ahead
il Galway levelling and so
t staved to the interval
vhere it was six points each.

Lauren Homan edped Cork
nto an earty second half lead
vith a polnted free but throe
oints ina row two from Car-
ia Dolan and one from Siob.
an MeGrath saw Galway
i up D two podnt bead.

Mow finally beginning to
vear down the Cork chal-
pnpe Galway applied the
pessure Dolan pointed a free
nd Me Grath had ane from
lay as they increased thelr
sued weenit to four points:

Lauren Homan converted

Cork free but a strong fin-
i from Galway with two
Jairead Dillon points and
ne from on form free taker
arrie Dolan ensured it was
alway, who advanced toa

nal meeting with Chire in a
v weeks time.

-staes lor Gatway: & Dolan O-8 40-
'y B 45] 5 ic Grath -8 ki D6

pik; L Homan 0-8 |0-4°s] B Mo
ariiry A Mgy D-1 aach.

ALWAY: 5 Healy; 5 Cannon, L Burks,
Lasin: G Gonvey, L Hsdobort (G M
oy 5 fidge. M Hgman: B Beoader-
. Spolman, T Helebart 1A Ddles, 5
ZGrath, & Delan:

by K Sergans v S Gpaliman (500, L
e For C. Helelber] (504,

IRH: Mokl Lynch A McCasthy (G R
lpen, E Lonergan: K MeCanhy
ava Lyrch, § McCardty O Hannon,
Lyeen; K Wakis, G Hismdrg, & Hurley:
all, [ Kasana, L Homan

b= O Goowiey or Bl [, K Duly
i Haneoh {37), G Mullins far A
yivis [4T)

Cork set up final

date with Cats

Linda
Mellerick
Cork 3-15

Limerick 0-12

Cork were always in control of this

national league semi-final yester-
day in Pairc Ui Rinn and maybe
that's why this game lacked
excitement.

With their half-back line of Emer
O'Sullivan — who replaced the injured
FPam Mackey alter five minutes —
Aszhling Thompson, Chipe Sigerson,
and the excellent Gemma O'Connor on
top, Cork’s front six got a plentiful

supply.

'[‘rueir half time retorn of 1-8 didn't
dixr justice to Cork, who, when they
played it fast, had Limerick at sixes
&nd sevens with their interplay

Al times, maybe Cork were a bil
casual, lacking the killer finish, but
they were still full value for their five-
point half-time advantage, 5ix Cork
plavers registered on the scoreboard,
Caork’s opening half goal coming foom
Miamh M:Eaﬂhinﬂer 10 minutes,
wha & pass feom Ay O'Connog
put hier through and she shrugged off
three markers (o finish.

With Rebecca Delee in fine form in
Limerick's kalf-forward line, fnding
space, running through, and picking
off three long-range polnts, and Mai-
road Fitzgerald and Orla Curtin noteh-
Irfs uip i brace, Eimerick hung In there
Niarmh Muleahy, uncharacteristically,
struck & couple of frees wide.

Cork got the perfect second-half
start, when a free from the left wing by
Mackey went under the crogshar to the
net, after Limerick should have dealt
better with it. Limerick were now
strugeling to get scores from play,
relyving on placed balls from Mulcahy.

Hatrina Mackey moved up another
gear and picked off fve Kvely paints,
thires frogm play

Limerick’s threat was over on 52
minutes, when Julia White's bong-
range sirlke was stopped by Claire
Keating, but not cleared, allowing
MoCarthy in for her second goal.

{#ﬁ‘ﬂﬁ;ﬁﬂ'rh in!fwwm;mmdaﬂmﬂmwlrﬂnﬂmqhhmﬂ mmi-ﬁniln-mrl.imeﬁd: at Padre L

Rirn, Cork will face Kilkenny in the final on April 23, after the Cats yesterday beat Galway by 1-14 to 0-11.

Player of the match Gemma 0°Con-
nor struck her third top-class point
with nine minutes remaining; as Cork
completely iook over,

Limerick lost their pace and Cork
ran out convincing winners. v

In the other semi-final at
Semple Stadium, Eilkenny defeatod
Galway by 1-14 to 0-11, setting ap a
ﬁ;hﬂh versus Cats final egain on April
S<onars bor Conk: K Mackiy 1-0 (15, M icCarhy
20, G O Gormor 0.3, J White 0-2, O Cronin, &
O'Cornar. 0-1 sach,

Limeick: N Mulcaty 0<5 [T}, R Dalen 0.3, O Guriin
02, M Fipgevaiel, © Comeion 01 amch
CORK: A Murray; L Treacy, A Buckiey L Coppings:
P Magkey, A Thomgson, G Bigoscn; G 0°Coangs, J
Heens A O'Conred O Cronin, J 'Wedte: L Caling, N
, B Bhachy
Suba: HL fiar L Coling (43}, F Mlls for C 5i-
gearsan (52 A @ i J Wit (54
LIMERCK: [ Maating: S Mehlamaes, b Crpamer, M
Gk K O Leary, F Hickiy, M Ryin; G Coftalae O
Murphy; L Gtack, A Onioe. O Curtin: M Frzgerald, G
Lyrons, M Muleary,
Guba: C Lana for L Siack [38], € O'Bnen for M
FiErgevaid {45), L Loonand bow T Lyons [B5)
Relarea: Chen ERal-Anim

Piciures Cathal Heona

, whis scored beo geals as Cork ran wtmrhhtm:rm.ljrlelﬁinﬂh
Littlewsods Ireland Camogie League 1 semi-final.

Pictuee: Catkal Hoonai

SPEAKING with Cork manager Paudie Murray
post thelr semi-final wictory he teok both posiiives
and negatives from his onn 2ide’s performance.

Was he dizappeinted that Limerick's challengo
wasn't stronger?

“weah | suppose you woukd like to got a stiffer
challenge. From our perspective, we'ne frying to do
the right thing, it's only April and I wouldn's be ai
all eritical of therm (the plavers) oven if probably we
overdid it and tried to work the ball into fle goal too
much. T think there were o few mone Scores e
and against bettor opposition we'd want to be a bit
mari clinical. Defensively as well wa necd o Bighten
up, We've a lot of work to do, facing Kilkeniny.

=“The girl's attitede is good. As [ said, it's only

April. We know what's peeded. We're well awire

REACTION
p Linda Mellerick

gokag intd & final agalnst Kilkenny that our inten-
aftv and work rate has to come ap. ‘The way 1 book ot
‘r':tiken:n:,'. when they've everyone back they"re by
far the bect cansogie team oul there sowe'll be under
pressure.’

The game did open with Limerick pulling Cork
oirt and a big space opening in around Cork’s owh
d5-meter lime® “Yeah and they had players coming
through. 5o, it's an aren that would be of copcern o
us iz evening. We've two weeks to sort i oul, We'ne
prabably adjusting o o vew sysbom as well so that's
golng o take thne, that dossnt come svornight.

*Murray hoped for a stiffer test from Limerick

We're well avware of that but against betier opposi-
ton like Kilkenny they'd have you cleaned ot i we
ayed like that.

"Bl 315 was o gool retirn from Cork amd hav-
Ing saffered too boamue defeqis fo Limerick last yoar
the league turnaround was impressive, maybe
RHNg =0 far is 1o say that Cork are in a beller place
than iwelve months ago? *Yeah and [ repeat what [
&inid lost week, The newcomers are going well, Two
wierks lime will el us a lof of where we are with
those girls, But they've improved in every game so
{ar 5o 0'm happy enough with that™

And Cork v KEithenny agoin? = Yes, 1 ithink Kilken-
ny hive 36 players used in the lengue, A serfois,
sirinus oarthit amd wa'll under pressace the mexe dity
but thak's why we play the game, 1o test ourselves,™



Kilkenny and Cork prog-
ressed to the Littlewoods fre-
land Camopgle o Divkshon
1 final on April 23 after
ovorcoming the challenges of
Galway and Limerick

pvely.

This is a repeat of Septem-
ber's All-Ireland final, which
gaw the Black amd Amber pre-
vail comfortably to end a
2. yiar drﬁufht and in the
process, seal a wonderful
double, having garng i
League honours eariier in the
BRGS0,

Cork came out on fop by a
point when the teams miet in
the group stages in Kilkenny
o April § and hawve emergel
ase of the com-
petition with a 100% recard
with vietery in Pilre Ui Rinn
yesterday,

A poal after eight minutes
from Danielle Morrissey gave
Eilkenny an carly lead at
Semple Stadium and Meighan

: Wiy Wens u
|em‘¥alg‘mmwr and shot the
pext four poinis, three rom
leading scorer Allish O'Reilly
and another from Niamh
pMeGrath.

It was nip and tuck for the
next 10 minutes or so, with Mi-
riam Witlsh and Denise Gaule
finding the target for Kilken-
ny, O'Rellly and McGrath

-

doing so for Galway. Mark
Dunne's crew [inizshed
strongly though with a pair of
points from the excellent
O Reilly and that left them

Ann

Passing of lar-Uachtaran an Cumann
Camégaiochta Mary Lynch

By Camogs Press
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ary Lymch,

mmmwnmﬂnwmmnmmhwwwm
held e pearion. She pleyed Camrogie ot Lnin, Carvickmmucrens and Lter withs the farmed Celvic clu o=l

swsen s A el e s Dbt b ElGE A & reheroi e ol icsted orr Minoe. kv gl Senia® All-
o] Pl

Mm.ummhw_ﬂumhmwhw St held
purrers kit ptnen ndiakng Chaimerson of Managhan Camagie Board and st Courch, andd
e  Trumto of the Cammogie fesooiation unil J004

Ripchviar i an Curvann Candgalochis Cathering Meary siabod T8 was with groat sadass b lbparned of
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face Kilkenny

leading deservedly at half
time by 0-9 to 1.
Dowmeey

has incaileated

a real never-saysdie element
in this squad theugh and al-

Corl’s Amy O'Conner battles with Limerick's Fiona Hickey during the Littlewoods National Camogie League semi-final clash at Péirc Ui Rinn.

Lied with the beliel that comes
from accum ulmni; ailver-
ware, Denise Gaule (two),
Katie Power and Walsh regis-
tered points to turn things

Pirtore: Matt Browne

around and though Miamh
Hilkenny stopped the rof to re-
duce the margin to the mink-
i, it was a momentary re-
lief for Galway as Ganle drove

in showdown

aower o trie of points (she fin-
ished with six), and Walsh aml
Julie Ann Malone added
seores 1o gecare & 1-14 1o 0-11

victory,

Limerick opened the scor-
gﬁ in the other semi-final ot
rc Ul Rinn thanks 1o 8 Re-
hecca I.‘m].m’:lpuinl bt Julia
White levelled guickly for
Cork and Orla Cronin edged
them ahead before Miamh
McCarthy continged the im-
pression she has created since
coming into the Rebels” line-
up this year by hand-passing

to-the net after 10 mimates.
Majréad Fitzgerald, Orla
Curtin and Delée lofted points
for the Shannonsiders, the
latter bringing her tally to
thres with an outstanding sola

scorg after a SULRE,
but Katrina Ma slotted

three of het oW on o
reﬁaminlamurﬂli%

Amy O'Connor and Gemma
O'Connor also did the busi-
ness to make it 148 o 0-6 at the
bireak

Miamh Mulcahy reduced
the margin to four from a fres
on the restart but once
Mackey's attempt from 35m

Py inllfrtha:lmmmm
u T, it was always
to be difficult mrmﬂﬁhl

To give Jobn Tuchy's girls
cradit, they showed by of
character, with Muleahy
keoping the scoreboard tick-
ing over and Curtin also

hitting a f but Mackey and
the regal Cemma O'Connor

Mﬂlﬂuﬂmmliﬁheﬁ:ﬁe
Hfﬁ: rremmn&ul:lﬂuh{
E}hl:‘_ &I SECON .E“
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Galway and Antrim claim All-Ireland Minor

titles
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Jerry boosted by the
return of Slaughtneil star

A Division Two National League final beckons for the Oak Leaf camogs

BATEDSAL LEAGUE DEVISION TW0
AL
DERAY VW KILDARE
Sunday April 15, Zoen Inniskadn Grattans GAA

A YEAR which has seen them gakn
experience against some of the top
camogie countics reaches another
significant milestone for the Derry
senior eamogie side this weekend.

Inspired by the suceess, of course,
of Slanghimeill In the All-Ireland
elub, the Oak Leal comnty have been
making thelr own projgress,

Thiz Sunday [nniskeen i the ven:
i for their Mational League Division
Twa zemidnal mecting against Kil-
dare. It's a game which comes after

an enoouraging campaign for the
bem manager, Ciaran Conndngham,
and the players,

it climawed recently when they de-
festisd Wisxchord by 3-18 1o 2-10/in the
final roumd.

In that pame, & strong second hall
perfommance belped them overcome
a seven-paint deficit at half-time.

One sethack came af the end of
March when they lost ol to Limer.
ik by 2-15 10 1-8,

Mow the tantalising prize of a
place in the final and the promise of
ey sihrerware in 2017 awalts them.

The 3ide has been boosted by the
retuen of Slaughtneills teamn capain,
Agife Ni Chaiside, to the ranks fol-

lowing thelr historic Croke Park vic-
tory in Febrmary, -
thiese wihio hiove been doing

well for them during thiz campaign
are Dervla MeGuigan and Alleen Me-
Cusker in the defence, Karen Kielt,
Gratane MeMNicholl and Aoife Shaw.
Mairead MeNicholl has aleo been to
the fore up front alongside the expe-
rieneed Kotic MeAnenly.

They'll be hoping for more Mg per-
formanesee: fram their key players
and khe rest of the team whose expe-
rience of playing in the All-Ircland
Intermediate championship Last year
has eertaindy Slood (o them for the
chillenge of Meiglon Twa of the
league this year

LOVE: Katho MeAnenly has been a statwart for Derry during recent seasons and has also been displaying good form this season.

- Alpen MoCusker's performances for Derry duving the currest National League campatgn easmed her & romination & cams-

AWARDS ULSTER GAA WRITERS

R B N

I.-I I"‘."l'[t- I G-':H'.Il

N e o e
i
i = T

Uister GAA

TROPHY... Barmoy asd Cloine Grahaen secepting tha Manch Monthly Merft Alward fro
Seamus MchMalvon, Guinn Bullding Preduct Sales and Markoting Director {rightl, on ba
Balf of their dawghter Shannon. Back: USAMMNA Chatrman Joba Martin (left) and Slaugh
tneil Chairman Sean MeGuigan. Plotune by Jobn Mellwaise.

Brilliant season
capped by latest award
for Slaughtneil

A BRILLIANT All-Ireland winning
season for the camogs of Slaughtnell
hes been further recognissl when
thedr team capiabin recebed the U-
sler GAA Writers Meril award for
March.

1t was the Emmetts who blazed the
irail to suceess with o nail-biling 1-10
b 011 defeal of Galway champions
Sarsflelds.

Many players made thelr mark on
thot memorable occasion sl Croke
Bark. Any ond of Lhe vidloriows team,
theough, could have been considered
for the Quinn Boilding Prodoects-
UGEAAWA Merit Awnrd for Mareh.

However, Lhe glabe trodting Shan-
non Gralam who cventually got the
nizd after her five star performance in
the final as she inspired. her ool-
leagwes with ber midfield mastory,

Ab present, Shannon s in New
Zealand and, obvloosly, unable to
personally collect the Gward but,
when pidilied of bBeing the winner,
ghe was delighted and siressed: =1

miim, Bring and Claire, were happ,
to =tand fn.

Team copiain Aoife Ni Chiisid
wisn'Labbe to altend, cither, bt paj
A ghowing tribuate toe Shonnon. “Sis
never stops mnning during a gamc
and in the All-Ireland final she wa:
an imapiratéon bows all. Her own play
hier prompings and her = DUrAgE
mand o all around her keeps us al
podng."”

Ag her avand, Shannon Grabamn

Uk an eagraved Belleek Livin
specially. hand-crafted jow
fram Carlingford  Desig

House, training gear from (' Mefll's

International Sports plus two Helet:

fo tlse mext Ulster GAA Wrlers® As
sociation annual presentalion fune
thomn.

Shannon's -parents, HBrisn and
Cilatre, necepled the mward oo hr be
half i a presental n Cina’s Cor
ner, Co Tyrane, on Mondsy, Apedl 1
from Quing Building Products Sabes
and Mansging Direclor  Scamue

oM 5



of Cats ahead
of league final

CAMOGIE LEAGUEDIV 1

CORK 3-15
LIMERICK  0-12

BY SHIRLEY MOLONEY

CORK carmogic manager Paud-
ie Murray was happy, but would
have preferred more of a test,
after his side advanced 1o the
final of the Littlewoods Ireland
NCL Division 1 on Sunday,

The Rebels saw off Limerick
at Paire Ui Rinn in their semi-
final without too much stress
to st up a final showdown with
reigning All Ireland champions
Kilkenny in two weeks” time.
There were a lot of positives for
Murray totake, ban he was keen
not to get carried aveay cither,

‘We were better prepared
than we were against Limor-
ick last year,” he said, "bun we
definitely expected a sterner
challenge.

‘Al we could do was 1o make
surc that the aninde was right,
which it was, and to do the
right things. We did that for
the most part but 1 wouldn't
be oo happy about conceding
12 points. We'll have to be very
tight against Kilkenny in the
final.’

The final is a repeat of last
vear's All-Ireland decider, won
by the Cats a5 they denicd Cork
three in a row. The counties
met in a regular league game
a fortnight ago, with Cork wine

ming, perhaps quenching alk of
revenge somewhat, but Murray
woubdn't deal in siach param-
ELeTS Anyway.

"If you start looking at that
kind of stuff, you take your eye
off the ball,’ e said.

“We're concentrating on oo
selves and doing things right.
1" mot e iF the result will be
all important, we've won won
league finals and lost the All-
Ireland later that year and done
vice-versa as well.

*The main thing is that we'ne
going in against a seriously
strong team, | think they've
used 35 players in the league
0 far and they've had a lot of
underage success, If we don't
show up, we'll get annihilated.

“There are a few younger girls
in the team and it's certainly
o wary of finding out if they're
wp b i

Cork will hope to have Eime-
ar (FSullivan, Crla Cotter and
Pamela Mackey fit for the final,
while Magve Cahalane’s return
iz a bir further away. That just
beaves Briege Corkery 1o regurn,
with Murray “hopeful that shell
come back oo,

Even without such names,
dominated throughout against
Limerick, with Gemma
O'Connor especially impres-
give. Looking comfortable
in her mew berth at midfeld,
O'Conmor registered three su-

Cork will hope to have Eimear 0'Sullivan, Orla

Cotter and Pamela Mackey

fit for the final, while

Maeve Cahalane's return s a bit further away. That

just leaves Briege Corkery to return, with Murray
‘hopeful that she'll come back too’.

mmmmmmwmwmmmmmmmmuﬂm
win against Limerick last Sunday in Pairc Ll Rinn.

perb long-range effores,

While Limerick's Bebecca
Deler opened the scoring inside
two minutes, Cork soon 2ot on
o Two well-worked from Ju-
lia White and Orda Cronin had
them in front and on the en-
minute mark Niamh McCarthy
broke through the Limerick
defence to handpass m the net,
opening up a four-point lead,

The sides traded poines for
mmuch of the restof the first half,
with Mairead Fitzgerald and
Orlz Curtin on target for Lim-
erick while the hosts had points
from Katrina Mackey and Amy
OConnor,

Cork led by 1-8 vo 0-6 at half-
time and resumed the second
half with the same form of cal-
culated 1eamwork and deter-
mined defence when they beld
Limerick to six points with just
one of them coming from play
thirough Orla Cortin.

Miamh Mulcahy, operating
top of the right, was quiet by
her normal standards but regis-
tered the remaining five points
from frees. Cork, however,
pushed on and when Mackey's
free from 35m dipped and
landed in the net it ended the

words after the game.

game a5 a coptest, Cork saw out
the game with some fine scores
from an industrions Mackey,
O'Connor and a goal from Me-
Carthy.

Scorers:

Ciorkz W McCarthy 2-0.K Mackey
1-8{1-41,145), G "Connar 0-03
(), White 0-2, A
CrCannor, O Cranin 0-1each.

Limerick: M bulcahy 0-5(3f),
RDelee 0-3,0 Curtin0-2, M
Ficzgerakd, C Costollos 0-1cach,

Cork: A burray; L Treacy, R
Buchiey, L Coppinger: P backey,
AThempson, C Sigerson: G
O'Connor, | Barry: A O'Cannor, O
Cronin, | White: K Mackey, b kic-
Carthy, L Coling,

Subs: E Or5Sulvan for Mackey

{5 injured), HLooney for Colins

-
I

'Kind words: Corks Linda Collins (Courcey Rovers) and Limerick's Cacimhe Costello share afew

{43). F Mewilie for Sigerson (52} R
O'Shvea for White (53],
Limescle: C Keating; 5 Mchamara,
Il Crparreer, bl Qi I OFL ey, F
Hickey, M Ryan C

Costebor, DiMuphy: L 512k R
Dedese, O/ Curting M Fitzgerald C
Lyons, N Muleaty.

Subs: CLane for Stack {38],C
O'Brienfor Fitzgeraid {45 L Lecn-

m“"’%ﬂ

: The

team's Aoife Walsh, Il[ilnghildmctﬂ mmmm

camodgie
at the 2016-2017 Cork Institute of Technology Sports Awards. Picture: Dadragh Kan

Carmmel Harkin, Tipperary Camogis Cliatrperson presemliig foeers o
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Schools skills are

crucial for game

Mellerick

The organisation of the Cork
Camogie Golf Classic, in aid of the
clubhouse development in Cast-
eroad, is underway with the call
out to players, supporters, clubs,
families, and friends to enter a
lisam or sponsor a tee box

Che event is on Friday July Tth. Your

upport would be tly appreciated.
Contact Billy Dillon on 087 T287340 to

o0k A tod time that suits you.

Cork and Kilkenny will resume ri-
calries once more, this time in the
Littlewoods Ireland Camogie League
Divizion 1 Final fomorrow week after
hey overcame the challenges of Gal-
vy and Limerick respectively.

A repeat of lasi September’s All-Tre-
jand finel, which saw the Black and
Amber prevail to end a 2Z-yoar
frought and [n the process, seal a
fouble, having garnered League hon-
surs earlier in the spason.

Cork came ouf on fop by a point
vhen the teams met in the grou
stages in Kilkenny on April 18t an
vmerged feom that phase of the com:-
sotition with a 100% record, 5o the 1n-
a5t rematch will be highly antici-

aated.

A poad after ebght minutes from Lan-
elle Morrissey gave Kilkenny an early
ead at Sample Stedinm and Meighan
Yarrell pointed to open o four-poind
TAR.

Galway wers undeterred however
i shot the next four points, threo
rom leading scorer Ailish O"Heblly
ind another from Niamh MeGrath,

It was nip and fuck for the next 10
ninutes or o, with Mirlam Walsh and
Jenise Gaube finding the target for Kil-
canny, O Reilly and MoGrath doing o
ar Galwiay,

M:nﬁ Enmﬁn'? !::rl}w I':tt]lalpntg
trongly though with a pair of poin
o the in-form O Bellly and that left
hem leading desarvediy at half time
W 0-8 to 14, ‘

Ann Downey has inculeated o never-
ay-die element in this squad and al-
od with the belbef that comes {rom ag-
umulating siiverware, Dendso Gaule
Y, Katle Power and Walsh regisiened
aints to turn things around. Though
fiamh Hilkenny stop the rof to re-
gee the margin to the minimum, it
az a momentary reliel for Galway as
aitle drove over a trio of points {(fin-
himg with six), and Walsh and Jalie
n Malone acdeled soores B secure o 1-
| b0 i0-11 victory.

Limerick opened the scoring in the
ther semi-rinal at Péirc Ui Rinn
sanks to n Rebecen Delos point bl
lia White levelled quickly for Corg
vl Opla Cronin edged them ahead be-
o Ninmh MeCarthy continued the
ppression she has created since
sming Into the Rebels’ line-up this
ar by hand-passing to the net ar 10k
e, ;
aairénd Fitzgerald, Orla Curtin and
slon Hifted white fags for the Shin-
msiders, thie lather bringing her tally

Covi’s Amy O'Conmiar helps to keep the scoreboard ticking ever for Cork.

dusrineg the coin boss,

o ihree with an culstanding sobo score
after a strong surge, bul Katrina
Mackey slottel three of her own on the
way to registering a tally of 148,

Amy O'Connor amd Gemma O°Con-
nor made i 1-8 (o 0-6 at the hreak.

Miamh hMulcahy reduced the margin
to four from a free straight after the
reatart but once Mackey's atlempt foe
a point from the wing at 35m dropped
into the not two minotes later, it was
abways going to be diffienlt for Limer-

[

Mulcihy kept the scoreboard tiek-
ing aver with Cartin also hitting a
point but Mackey and the majestic
Gemma O'Connor had impressive
replics before MeCarthy removed all
doubt with her second goal elght min-
ks from time, leaving i 3-15 e 0-12
thie finad wihistles,

Gemmin O°Connor incidentatly wan
the “Style of Flay' title for thi week for
her marnifcent second Balf long

Captains, Rena Buckley of Cork and Niamh Mulcahy of Limerick with referee Owen Ellot

Pic: INPHOVCathal Noanan
range point, her third beanty of the

rJ:né;E

Tway's minors came up trimps
against Cork by 0-14 to 0-8 a8 Sémjple
Stadium to win o place in the All-Tre-
Lnsd “A" final against Clare,

Carrie Dolan was the star as ihe
wosterners got to lnst year's decider
ant she scored sevon poinds o ensure
another stab at croessing the finishing
line, with the excellent Slobhan
MeGrath adding flve,

Lauren Homan reglsiered six polnis
fior Cork.

The six-point winning margin didn't
dho fustice io Cork’s attempis o reach
another minor final amd full cretdit (o
1hwir managemend bem.

Lhanless oir secondary schools get
SIrOng agEln wWe may never win an-
other mimor ththe, It all siaris with the
scfvoods. | don't belbeve that the chibs
solely drive it

By and Inrge clubs have benelited

Pz INPHOVCatthal Noosy

@@We need school
development
officers because
volunteerism isn’t as
strong as it was

from lecal schools, Schools are tF
feeders. Strong schools have alway
always led to strong interconn
minar teams; St Mary's Chardevill
31, Patrick’s Gardiner's Hill, Nori
Pres, Sacred Heart.

When the schools wore Strong
wion thiree mimor All Inéland Hiles in
row in the elghtics (U116 at the time)
1083- 1985, Tlve in 2% seoceons in the I
ninelies and carly noughties - 199
2004,

G back b the seventies and we hn
another fve in six yenrs - 1975- 1950,

We were throwing of T T8 Mumnsis
titles all through the decaides (ih:
competition didn't go bayon
Munster),

Wo haven't won an D16 tithe sin
03 or o Minoer Ge since its Al
sl Presuigirat boay by 208,

Wi el developrment alfRoers i w
wnbeeriam in schools =’ ag Sirong :
it usedl 1o be,



Seandun
coaching
session for
next Friday

CAMOGIE
B Mary Mawman

THE Seandiin camogie com-
mittee have been busy re-
cently and once again are 1n
the process of organising two
coaching sessions lo take
place on Friday, April 21

Coach the Coaches sessions
will be held in the Blackrock
Hurling Club with the first
gpssion from G.45pm to Gpm
and thiz is fondamentals for
conchos of playvers from UGs
s up o and including Ul0s

This session will take the
coaches ﬂI-J‘I:II-'II;'.h the basiec
skills for those age groups and
will be of particitlar inlerest to
yvoung and now coaches who
fep] thay may liearn something
new that they can use in thelr
zossions with the young be-
ginners in particular.

The second 2eszion 1= {rom

#.15pm to 9.30pm and 15 for
eoaches of the plavers from
U0z up to and incluwding the
Ut4s and this will go through
the hasics for goalkeeper
eoiehine.
i This will be a great session
to plek up fdeas o make this
iposition a bit more appealing
for voung plavers.

Every club at some lewvel
seems to have prohlems: with
jthis robe with a lot of children
refusing to play¥ in this posi-
tion

How often have we seen
children with huge potential
simply refuse to play in goal
yet this is possibly the best
position for the child yet & 1ot
of the coaches are hitting a
heick wall.

This session will take
coaches throueh the basics
and mavbe give some ideas
P B BRCOurge |L'|;|3,'u|'5 fs
make the position their own

Both sessions are subsidis-
ed by Munster Council aned
Seandim mre asking for just €5
per person for each one and
these must be booked {5 ad-
vance by contacting the Sean-
dun secretary at secre-
iary.seandun.cork@camao-
gl je

Clubs in the Seandin divi-
slon are asked to encowrage
their coaches to attend. For
sgome it might be thelr first
course, for others 1t could
work 4 a refresher but as in
evervihing there is always
sommiething new to pick up.

The division have boeen very
active in recent weeks they
held & superb first abd conrse
recently where over twenty
coaches atfended and went
through a very Interesting
session given by Padrale
Treacy from St.ohn's Ambin-
tance. All whoe attended had
huge praise for the whole
evening which was most in-
fermative
j Another mitiative has beon
the school coaching pro-
jIETH I e anid during the
coming woeek's cify schools in
different areas will be availing
of a six weok coaching
jsesstons again this inftiative
was funded by the Munster
jeouncil.

Cortalnly Seandin are
working hard at all bovels amd
must be comgratnlvted.

Lee Hotel.

SUNDAY
Little woods Division Tweo
Natlonal League Semi Final
Cork v Carlow

u Mary Newman

Carlow test for
Leeside ladies

topped the ta

one hundred EJer cent record as they

&, Cork won the Divi-
aion 2 tile in 2004 and to reach the final
wionld b another step In the rlght di-

Professor Patrick 0'Shea, President UCC, presents Orla Cronin (Camogie) with her award, also incduded are Linda Ryan, Bank of Ireland and Ruairi 0°Connor, General Manager The Rive:

Picture; lm Coughlar

taking each pame as they came they
avercame Galway, Westmeath, Ar-
magh amvd Kildare before hitting an im-
pressive twenty ong points in thelr hay

WIT, 2pm
THE Cork Division two side bid to
join their Division 1 counterparts
in the Littlewoods National
League final when they take on
Carlow tomorrow at Waterford I T
in a battle for a place in the last
two.

Camaqre in Carlow 1= on the rise and
last weekend thelr minor the coun-
ties second All-Ireland Minor C tifle
with & superh =10 to 012 victory over

Roscommon.

Club shide Myshall were crowned In-
termediate chub champlions recently
and with the Premier Junjor title hav-
ing been captured last September the
mvind in the county is one of huge opli-
IHLEm.

Carlow finizshed second in their
group on score difference having fin-
ished behind Derry and ahead of Kil-
kenny with four wins from five games.

Their anly defeat come at the hamds
of Kilkenny who failed to make it to the
Iasd four,

Cork dominated thelr group with a

rection for a side that has worked hard
all seazon

Carlow will provide a strong test
Eleanar Treacy had been their stand
out plaver through this campaign and
Cork will have to close her down,
whilst Clara Quirke and a game-
changing co Bachel Sawyer Niamh Ca-
navan captain Grainne Nolan and
Anna Breen have all contriboted enor-
mausky as Caclow continue to Impress
in the higher grade this year.

They bost out in last vear's semi final
to Meath and will be battling to go a
step cloger this year. Cork have been
hugely impressive all vear confidently

game against Antrim.

Topping their group has bean a bodst
and with the division one side almecly
safoly through to the final, there are
injury concerns to Aisling Eelleher
and Leah Waste but other than this
there iz a have a full squad avatlable,

Paudie Murray fz wary of the chal-
lenge Cartow pose to his sides ambi-
tions of reaching the final;

“Se have a tough hour ahead of us
but if we can get our focus right we will
bea match For anyone so hopelolly
come - Sunday evening we will have
11301]1[:!_“ teams in the MNiational Leagie

inals.

THE Camogie Association lost one of it oldest
members List wieek with the passing of one of the As-
sociations vice prosidents Mary Lynch.

A great ambazsador for the game she alwavs
worked hiand to promote and develop camogle.

MNover slow 1o let her thoughts be known she was
Favir and honest in all her dealings within the various
roles she held and as someone wiho started ont play-
ing the game as youngsier she atfained the highest
office in the association and was hugely prouwd to
hiavve dose 3o,

Mary mimie history when she was elecbed as Prosi-
dent of the Cumogie Assoclation in 1885 Congross in
Ballinasloe as she becoming the first Monaghan
woaman to lold the position.

A preat administrator she became afectioatly
Enown as Mary "Monaghan * and for her ferm in of
fice was alwavs very much to the fore (noall mntiers

camogic and gnelic pames.

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

Mary played her camogic starting out as Mary
Kelly at 5t Lonis Carrickmacross and in later years
when she worked in the Odffice of the Land Comimiz-
glon In Dublin she joined with the famed Caltic club
in Dublin,

She wont on to play ot mid field and winan All-1re-
Land msdal with Dublin in 1548

Om the occasion of har marriage to Willie Lynch
Muory refurned to live in Carrickmacros and was in-
strumental in reviving camogle in Monaghan and
she wenti on to become chairman of the Monaghan
Camogie Board and Ulster Council.

She was a Trustee of the Camogle Assoclation
from 194 to 2004

Mary had a lifetime involvement in the game of ca-

Mary was one of the great ambassadors for game

mogie and was.

Lhe held nomerons administrative positions in-
cluding Chairperson of Monaghan Camogie Board
and Uster Councll and was a Trustes of the Camogie
Aszociation unill 2004,

Uachiaran Cumann Camdégajochta Catherine
Meary paid tribete o Mary and sajd;

I was with great sadness that 1 learned of Mary's
death and on behalfl of the Camogie Association [
wish to extend my deepest sympathies to Mary's
family and fréends,

“Mary played a huge role i the devalopment of
Camogle throughout ler 1ife az a player, referes and
as 4 volunteer, particularly in Monaghan and Ulster
Camoghe.”

Mary was pre deceased by ber husband Wille and
iz survived by her sons, Brendan, Bill and Tony and
daughter Marianne and thelr families.

Ar dheis D8 go ralbh a h-anasn dilis



B  CAMOGIE - NATIONAL LEAGUE SEMI-FINAL

Limerick lose

out to Cork

in camogie
semi-final

CORK 115
LIMERICK 0-12
BY LuaDER, REPORTERL
- mnd 1™
Taviter il imid eadprSpart

LIMERICK suffered defeal
in the semi-final of the Lit-
tlewoods Irelend Mational
Camogie League semi-final
when they eame up against o
strong Cork side.

After agood campalgn saw
John Tuohy's side get wins
over Clare, Offaly and Meath,
they end the league season
with asecond conseculivedi-
feat after loging to Galway in
the last round of the group

stage.
Goals from  Katrino
Mackey and NiamhMcCarthy

(2} helped Cork secure the
victory, in' what was a come
fortable winin the end.

Limerick battled hard
throughout with
Miamh Muleahy, Rebecca
Delee and Orla Curtin im-
pressing for John Tuohy's
slde.

Limerick opened the
scoring thanks to o Rebecea
Delee point but Julia White
levelled quickly for Cork and
Orla Cronin put them ahead
before Niamh McCarthy
bundled Limerick keeper
Claire Keating over and hand-
passed to the net after 10

Rebeces Delee  brought
hertally tothree with an out-
standing solo score after a
powerful run from midfield
Jjust before the break 1o keep
Limerick just about in bouch
1=#to0-6at the break.

Limerick again opened

the scoring . in the second
half through a Niamh Mul-
m]'wkg hntmmefgltﬁm
Mackey's attempt for a point
from a free dropped into the
net Limerick were in truth
left with a moontain to
climb.
" Despite the back-to-back
losses o end the campaign,
Tuohy said he was happy
with the that his side
put down ahead of the cham-
plonship.

“We were in the top four
in the MNational League,
which is where we want to
be,” Tuohy reflected after the
defeat.

*Cork have come on leaps
and bounds. They are taking

the league very seriously,” he
ndded as the Lee-siders set

Limarick’s Fiona Hickey in action against Niamh McCarthy of Cork during the Littlewoods National Camogie League semi-final fictura at

Paire Ui Rinn on Sursday tast
upameetingwith Kilkennyin
the final - a repeat last year's
All-Ireland decider.

Despite the disappointing
nature of the defeat, Tuohy i=
happy with the mmmf
overall as his side prepare for
a Munster Champlonship
clashwith the winnersof Tip-

ry and Waterford.

“Al the end of the day, the
leagueisasecondary compet-
ition,” ke smidi "Wesstill
wanted to get to the final, but
wie are happy with getting to
the semi, being in the top
four;” he said, itting that
anothercrack at the Rebels in
a Munster fimal would be

idenl championship prepara-
Lion.,

Ahead of the provincial
championship in May, and
the All-Ireland - Champion-
shipin June, the Patrickswell
man will fake Uime to reflect,
and look toadd to his panel of

players. :

“We definitely have a
miuch bigger, stronger panel.
Wi will call more players In
the next week orso.” he said.

Limerick also have the
likes of Minmh Richardsomn,
Sarah Carey and Judith Mul-
cahy to come back into the
fray after they missed this
contest and Tuohy Is happy

The Limerick squad which fost ta Cork in the Littlewoods Iraland National Camogie Lsague somi-final at Pairc Ui Rinn on Sundsy last

with howthe squadisshaping
in the run up to the Champi-
onship,

Betwean the Munster and
All-lreland  Championships,
Limerick ‘are guarenteed at
least five games over the
SUMMmET.

The All-Ireland competi-
tion is run off on a round-
robin basis, o structure that
Tuohy says suits his side,

*They say it {round-robin}
suits the big teams, which is
true, but it suits Limerick as
well” hesaid.

*It gives us four matches,
it"s not knock-out 50 we will
gel a chance to try outl

Limerick's Karen 0TLeary

players,” he added.

BCORERSd ik Heamh Mulcshy 05
(05 Fepaad, Bebwoa Deles 0-1, Oria Cortin
-2, Migirad Fiageruld, Canimie Costelios
- mach. Corke Eatrina Mackay 1,
Wiemh McCarthy 70, Desrera OCermer O-
1, Jolia 'hille: 0-2_ v Crosn, Aesy
OiCommr G pache
LIMERICK: Dlas Kegting (Cappamarel,
Siiacd Mchiamara (Ma Parssghl,
Mesrearn Creamer [Capsaemade]. Maran
Qozzid {Bruf¥; Karen OFLeary Mewcaille

M“M!I:hﬂrlm&'

Cork during the Littlewoods National Camogie League semi-final

to stem Carlow fightback and book final spot

I Cork finish well

Carlow

RONG second-half display from Cork in WIT
#eﬂ:ﬂa}-. ensursd the division two team Join their
senior counterparts in the Littlewood's Natlonal

: camogie finals where they will meet Derry,
who beat Hildare,
I an amazing stat from the game the free count
was 20 o nine in Carlow's favoiir as an over-fussy of
ficial did no favours for Cork. Mevertheless, Cork
the storm as Carlow came at them im the
secong half and cut their lead to a single point and it
was here that Cork really opened up stepping up a
gear to hold Carlow seoreless for the last 168 minutes.
o Alded by a st wind, Cork led 0-8 to 0-5 at the in-
terval. Hachel O°S converied fonr frees and ong
from play with the effective Machh McCarthy hitting

0-18
1-7

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

two from play. Eleanor Treacy and Rachal Sawyer
kept the scoreboard ticking over for a Carlow side,
who would have beon happy to just trail by three at
the break,

On the resumption, Kaitlin Hickey and Michaein
Buckley stretched Cork's lead with two excellent
points inside five minutes, but Carfow enjoyed thelr
best spell from the fifth to the 12th minute as they
came at Cork.

Michelle Molan got a touch to Tara Wilsons long
range free to grab the game’s only goal and an Elean-
or Treacy 45 left a point between the sides; 0-10 fo 1-5.

Cark knnckled down and struck seven points from

lay without reply — Linda Colling with three,
Fiacbh MeCarthy, Sarah Fahy, Michsols Buckloy,

amd Kaitlin Hickey all on target as a solid Cork en-
sured no way through for Carlow.

Elenor Treacy did eonvert a late Carlow free, bt
there was no way back as Cork by then had booked
tlsedr place in the final.

Spoerors Tor Cork: 7 O'5hen 05 [0-4 f. 1 MoCanty, B Mk, L Col
s 3 aach, M 02, 5 Falvy 0-1,Canlow, E Troaoy 05 (0-31 0-
:':-;;:H nm“ mn-.zmm Hi Chaokmi; L Lyrch, 5 Buck-
t A Lea; A Killsan. 5. H L
Iy, J Groaday; F My, S Faly; K Hizkey, B MoCartty, M MoCasys A
Crihoa, L Colies, H Ayan. n.* il
Sl & Buckiay bof H L It {55), A She:
Hthﬁm;m,Mhﬁmh (WO hﬂt'q

MHM;EMGM.AMHMEMI
MO'Shoa; TWiken, E Transy: M Doy, L Albay, R Snsyar; A Besan, A
mmﬂmmﬁmm £ mhawm.-m
Quirks for S Foly (54). ' il

Rafaree: Lix Dempsay (Rilonny). d



BY KIERANMCCARTHY

LEGENDARY Green Bay Pack-
ers coach Vince Lombardi once
said, ‘I's not whether you get
knocked down, it's whether you
getup's

Ovrla Cronin knows what he
meant.

These weeks after losing Iast
September's All-Ireland senior
camogie final to Kilkenny were
tough o deal with, a period of
reflection and soul-searching,
but the Enniskeane woman
{21} and her teammates have
oot back up, regrouped and are
more determined than ever this
eSO,

That defeat 1o Kilkenny was
o shock to the system. In the
previous two seasons Cronin

o '
-\-qli_l.lill‘l‘ -
Sk el o P gy

The Littlewoeds Ireland Camogie Leagues Division 1 final

had won two All-Ireland senior
titles bast the Cats shattered the
dreamsof the three-in-a-row as
they instead completed a league
and championship double.

Cork were knocked off their
perch by the team they'll meet
again this Sunday in the Linde-
wods Ireland Camogie League
Divizion 1 final at the Gaelie
Grounds,

“The wav last year finished
was o huge disappointment for
myself and all the players, and
wou want to eoeme back stronger
and better from an experience
like that,’ said Cronin, who is
in her third full year with the
senior panel.

‘It"s hard 1o take a defeat like
that when you've put in a year's
work and trained so much for

between Cork and Kilkenny this Sunday, Aprill 23rd, will be
hiedd In the Gaellc Grounds, Limerick, at 1.30pm, live on TG4. 1t
will form part of a double-header with the Division 1Hurling
League final between Tipperary and Gahway at 3.30pm.

it. You think you've trained the
right way and done everything
you can 50 when you don't get
the result you want, that's hard
to deal with it.

*After any loss, and especially
losing an All-Ireland final, you
have 1o think about things a
limle bit more to see where you
went wrong and what you can
do better.

“When you lose in a big game
like we did, it dees make you
hungrier and you can sense that
this year, the determination 10
improve. We're starting from
scratch, just focusing on our-

selves and we're fairly open-
minded 1o,
" "But I'm definitely after com-
ing back more dedicated and
more excited about this year,
I'm going 10 keep pushing my-
sell and I'm working an the li-
tle things to get berter, even if
it's just a small improvernent.
Cork's response in this year’s
Division 1 league has been im-
pressive. Cronin says that they
have a target of trying to win
every game and that's on track
5o far; they've a 100 per cent
record in this campaign. Wins
against Dublin (1-7 to 0-4), Tip-

perary (2-14 to 1-12), Waterford
(319 to 0-8), Wexdford (016 to
0-4) and Kilkenny away (0-12 1o
011} see-up a semi-final against
Limerick that they also won,
15w ln

MNow they face league champs
Kilkenny this Sunday in the
leapue final and it's a chance 1o
lay dowm an early marker ahead
of the championship

‘| suppose it is (a chance 1o
lay down an early marker) but
you can't forget that it’s only
April, the real business doesn't
start until the championship,’
Cork star Cronin peinted out.

Division1semi-final
Win againStLimésick atPare
Ll Rinr

{Phote: Cathal Moonan/ INPHO)

Ttwill be & good test for us ar
this stage of the year, 1o show us
where we're at. Kilkenny are a
grear side ot the moment, they
have great players and are
ing wﬁlm‘:‘e going tnﬁ
doing what we've been doing
during the league, working hard
and focusing on ourselves and
see where that takes us,

There's a sirength in depth
in the Cork senior squad that
wasn't there last year, and
wazsn 't there wiven Cork turned
to the bench in [ast year's All-
Ireland final - bur manager
Paudie Murray has looked to fix
that by promoting players from
lasy year's intermediage side.

The competition for places
was probably something that
we were missing last year, thind
year UCC physiology student
Cronin admined.

‘Berween the two panels (sen-
jor and intermedians) we proba-
by didn't have a strong enough
panel on our senior Sde.

“The intermediates had a
good season lasr year and you
can see now the likes of Jen Bar-
ry. Linda Collins, Chioe Siger-
507 COMIRE from that
team that was in the All-Ireland
final -that experiencs has stood
to them and they're making the
SEEp up t0 SEnior now.

‘It's grear 1o be able o add
strength and diversity 1o our
panel this year, you need that il
you want to go places and com-
pete for the big trophies.”

Kinsale junior camogie teamready to

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

LATE lase vear, the history of
Kingale Gk Clubwas captured
in a fantastic mew book, Heroes
Puazt and Presene - A Hisrory af
Gaelic Games in Kinzale, 1886
- 2006

The ink ks barely dry o that
page-turner and alrendy new
chapers are being written, this
time by the club's first-ever la-
ehies junior camogic team.

Last Wednesday night on
hame turf, the very first Kinsale
Junior camogic team took to the
field in their first competitive
outing, a junior C leagoe game
against Cobh,

It was a moment of history
for Kinsale GAA and while the
result didn't go thelr way, itwas

thie first step into adult camogic
for the club,

This is the third season for
Kinsale Camogie Club and now
it eaners from UG up 1o junior
level, as Noel O°Sullivan ex-
plains,

“The camogie club started
three years ago with UlZs, and
before this adult team, the girls
whio were UI2 and U14 had no
team b0 aim for, mo team above
them so the decision was made
to-seart an adolt team,

“The response has been fan-
pxstic,” O'Sullivan said.

A meeting was held before
Christmas to gauge the inter-
cit in a junior ladies camogie
tesm and with an enthusiastic
furmouL, it was given the areen
light, with O°Sullivan, Eithne
Fitzpatrick and Brian Murphy
all involved.

“The atmosphere for our first
game against Cobh was amnz-

ing." O'Sullivan said.

“The goal we set at the st
of the year was that we lose no
player and that everyone enjoys
it arvd hias fon.

*There are a few girls in-
volved who never played with
Kinsale GAA Club before and
they are loving it now. There's
10 pressure on amyone,”

Last year Kinsale's junior la-
dies foatballers won Cork and
Munster tithes and reached an
All-Iretand final as they put the
club on the map, and there is
a crossover between the two
teams with o number of the
foothallers now also playing
CRMOgEiE,

The squad involved against
Cobh included Christing Brod-
erick, Endoin O'Leary, Trish
Ryan, Niamh Steinson, Rachel
Kiely, Acife O'Leary, Emma

write their own history

e

—

History makers: The first-ever Kinsale ladies camogie team pictured before their league

game at home to Cobh.

MecAuliffe, Anife Keating, Cara
O'Dwyer, Emma O'Brien,
Aisling Lee, Hester McCa-

rthy, Selina O'Donovan, Jag-
qui Lynch, Niamh Heffernan,
Jacinta O'Callaghan, Dervin

S o

Cuevasi .



Rena is relishing
a Cats' challenge

Lincta
Mellerick
SUNDAY: Littlewoods National
League Division 1 final:
Cork v Kilkenny, Gaelic Grounds,
Limerick, 1.30pm.

YOU couldn't ask for a better pair-
ing in the Littlewoods Ireland
National League Division 1 finalin
the Gaelic Grounds on Sunday.

Cork and Kilkenny are (he two best
teams in the country, by a dstance,
?tn-gilhnl's whe you want to see in a

Rk,

It"s a game o look forward too, not
Just for supporters, but for the teams
thomselves.

Catching up with Cork captain,

pHena Buekley, after & Hvaly tralning

sesston [n Castheroad last Tuesday, she

mhhr“ -stamped how the players were
ng.

"Yeah, we're looking forward to it. 1
suppose we were satlsfied that when
we played Kilkenny a few weeks ago it
was great to got a win away, but we're
very aware as well that they were
miszing a few plavers.

“1 den't think they were at full
strengih and 1 think 1 had & team
holiday not toeo fir back either. S0, we
Enow 1t's a huge challenge for us and
t'll he groeat to see where we're at and
what to work on going forward.”™

It's clear to see thal Kilkenny have
raised ..'h“ bar since thelir All-Ireland

ehory

“Ah definitely. The ene thing, if you
went through their team versus ours,
they'se a lot more medals from under-
ape, but they were always missing that
senibor win and a win in e sendar All-
Ireland must have given them confi-
denoe.

“Bril it (e sarme me, we've had ex-
perbence of beating thein s well 8o we
shouldn’t have a whole plle to fear, but
certainly it's going to be a huge ask.”

Despite Cork beating the Cats in
their home patch in eardy April, a now
found physical confidence was evident
in the “_ij];mnr team, a point Buckley

th.

“Absolutely. It brings them on
hugely. 1 ean't remember how many
players they used in the league cam-
paign, but they used & very high
number, 50 they 1l have flerce competi-
tion within their oom squad o get info
the team soanyone that gets a start the
next day will be hoplng to hold on to
that jersey.”

While Kilkenny have added fo their
senfor squad, so too have Cork. 1i%s
been a while since they could call on
impactful additions, but this season

has seen a shift and it has created tha
wxtra buze i the Cork camp

MNiamh MeCarthy, Linda Collins,
Jennifer Barry, Chloe Sigerson and
the return of Julia White s a great
bonst.

“Definitely,” said the Cork captain,
“Compared to last year there is com-
petitbon for places. Orla Cotier is back
apSunday frem infiary foo, 500108 goosd

that the management have a few lead-
aches to pick the team. Last year that
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Hiamh Muleahy of Limerick in action against Rena Buckley of Cork during the Littlewoods National Camogie League semi-final at Pdirc

i Rinm,

really wasn't the ciase so yves, it's a
great place to be in, Knowing that
there will be fresh lpgs to comme i with
20 minutes te go, that's something to
hook forward to,” addded Buckley who
is captaining the side for the second
time In her career.
=1 was captain in 2011. It was slightly
different In that we were slow in get-
:11;.5 amanagement leam that vear. Wa
a very talented bunch and jeer we
could have gotten to the All-Ireland
afterwards, but we didn't

Smooth

“Things just weren't as smooth
maybe that year. 5o I'm very happy
with hiow things are going so far, The
main thing is that peopde are putting in
a huge effort.

“Whether we'll be good enough or
not on the day, 1 don't know, but that's
all vou can ask for."

me BEonImnes mare precious as Yol

get older with more demands on your
time. Owner of Rena Buckley Char-
tered Physiotherapy Clinde in Macra-
am, and daing a Mastor in Sports Phy-
gho, Rena found it a lite mope diMicalt
to get back to the fleld this vear, purely
becaase of the prossure for time.

“I'm working and studying so I'm
caught for Ume 1 go to Dublin once a
wuek, overy Friday. But I'm nearly fin-
ishexd with that., I just have three more
trips to do 5o 1 can't walt ({0 be fin-
ished). [t's & killpr™

‘That, of conrse, is the easy part. llgé.ﬂ
o her, the sty fime to be undertaken
k= imarsense.

“Yeah," inughs Rena. “Friday is al-
mast @ lovely day comparedd to that.
But I must say I'm really enjoving the
training. I'm really enjoying the
games, That level of enjoyment when
I'moon the field is definitely the same
as over, 1t%s just getiing to the feld is
the hinrd part.”

Picture; Matt Erowne/Sportsfile

@@!'m working and
studying so I'm
caught for time. | go
to Dublin once a
week, but I'm nearly
finished with thateye

How back In the thick of it she
wouldn't be anywhers elese, thoagh.

“Yeah, | realise I'm a little bit be-
himed. [ milsaed anioe bit of training, bt
T'd b hoping in June 'l have bridged
That gap a small hir*

Rena's hope For Sunday is that the
team just play to their potential. The
disappointment last Sepltom ber whs
that they didn’t.

“Monot at all, But I mean i you were
to ask overyone that was invoelved, did
we really do our best in the run-up to
thie final I don't think we did.

“Kilkenny were mich bofter an the
alay, you have to give It to them, hands
dawn, And | think they're an ex.
tremely talented side, but hopefully
we'll give them a rattle this year.

*Laole we'Ll 2 wheres we'pp il fome
the weekond, § know there's a national
titte at stake, a cup at stake, bt
one i8 poing to have one e¥eon the
championship as wall ™

Cats ‘absolutely up against it’

Ccamoagle

Aigling Dunphy says All-Ire-
1and champions Kilkenny will
he “absolutely up against it
when they face Cork in the
Littlewoods Ireland League
Division 1 final this weekend.
The fnal, which will be
broadeast on TG4 (rom
1.25pm, is part of a e[mthh:-.-
header with the mens
Matlonal Hurling League Divi-

gl 1 final between Tipperary
and Galway at 3.30pm.

Dunphy was & key compo-
nont as Kilkenny upped thelr
Ievels in the secand half to de-
feat Galway in the Littlewoods
Ireland League DMvision 1
somi-final. They did so with
almost half of the team that
giarted the All-Treland final
g¢ither unavailable or en the
hanch.

The competition for places
js fierce with the chance to
play a high-flying Cork team

in the declder the prize.

“¥our can never gel enough
experience of big days: play-
ing in front of crowds when
the pressire comes on and
dealing with it,” says Dunphy.
B0 it pood that we're getting
to seml-finals and Mnals and
the mewer players are getting
game time agalnst the
stronger teams like Galway
and Cork for sure.

“We're going to be ghso-
hitely up agalnst it We beal
Cork fn last year's All-Ireland

against Cork, warns Dunphy

but they're clearly after re-

ipkng and are on form at
the moment. They beat us on
our home ground {three)
weoks age and they're Nying
it. If"s going to be all to play
for.”

After a 22-year absence and
sl 2ix final defeats, the Cats
pset the odds to claim the All-
Ireland crown from Cork last
vear to claim & league and
champlonship double.

It seems nn age sinee St Ari-
gid's Ballycallan atiacker

Dunphy got the call from Ann
Dowmnaey as & 16-year-ald at tho
beglnning of 2009 but she anly
turns 25 next week and has
plenty fooffer. 18 was brilllant
to finally win an All-Irelancd
bt Danphy spent the sunmer
lnst year plaving catch up. Mot
this vear though,

I had played inthres All-
Irelands that we lost in. Be-
cause |t was my first year in
medicine, | didn't really go
back with Kilkenny until I was
finished in May and missed

the league. I didn't plan it. |
Just kind of went with it bo-
cainse [ was quite bosy in Ja-
Tiaary.

“The girls were ying it and
I'was delighied to just get o at
the and. When you miss time
ke that, you're gring o ba on
the back foot and we have
such a alropg panol, which-we
showed in the fnals T was de-
lighted to go back In but it was
nice this year getting in early
anel gedting a good g0 at it and
s far it's pang okay ™



Years-old rivalry
still simmering

T'S not that Cork camogie man-
ager, Paudie Murray, and his Kil-

enny counterpart, Ann Downey,
are playing down their own
chances in their league.

[t iz that both acknowledge that thers
= nothing betweon the tenms and that
the game can go either way. It is the
w6 National League and All-Treland
champlons, Rilkenny, versis the 2014
aryel B015 All-Ireland champions, Cork.
It is & Cork team that defeated Kilken-
ny in Kilkenny three weeks ago.

Cork topped their group, with five
stralght winz, Kilkeany shippetd an
opening round loss to Wexdord, altera
team vacation, and lost in their final
round by a singhe point te Cork

Cork won back to back loague tiles
im 2012 and 2013, They lost the 2012 All
Ireland final to Wexford and lost the
2013 All Ireland semi-final to Kilken-
ny.

Falling to win the league betwedn
21114 and 3016 dida't do Cork any harm.
as they won back-to-back All Ireland
pitlea i 2014 and 3015, losing to Kilken-
iy last September as they bid for threse
in A row.

Kilkenny took loague tiles in 2014
and 2016, lost two All-Treland finals in
o pow, in 2013 and 2014, and e
back to win the double last seasomn.
This 15 a national title, but either side
would take & defet if there was Hitle in
it. knowing that there is possibly a
round three between them Later in tha
year and it'11 be all to play for again.

Cork just want bo do themeelves jus
tioe and play to thelr potentinl. They
were rocked by last September’s de-
fizat, having been fancied to do the
Bl 5N -H- O

If fsn't easy to pick voursall back ug,
but Cork are deing it, slowly but
surely, as Kena Buckley I."_'l;p]EI:illli'd.I BT
lier im thae woek: “The win against Kil-
Kenny. three wooks ago, Was i L'.-!HHl
wim for us, Without a doubt, 1'd say thi
final, last year, did knock our confl-
dence, myself included. [t knocked a
ot of people’s confidence, so I suppose
we're just going through a bit of a pro-
cess, at the moment, 1Ty and claw
that back and we clawed a little bit
hack that day against Kilkenny."

There was huge rivalry balwenn
ork and Kilkenny during the 15808
and 1990s. Its orlgins were in the 15708,
put Kilkenny became a huge thorn in
rork's side in the Inte 1580s, defeating
them in three All-Ireland finals 1n @
pow, hetwoen 1987 anid 1988, They de-
feated cork in the semi-final in 1920
apd the final in 1581, Cork took conirel
in 1992, winning five All-Ireland titles
11 seven EAVABITES.

&g, the history runs deep.

After n long spell i tha wilderness,
K ilkenny are back and it looks ke ilve
Cork/Kilkenny rivalry could be em-
harking on a naw era. ;

Paudie says it's anyone’s title

~gilkenny are an extremely talented
am, They hass stgnificant stren gih
They re the All-Irelan il
L R i i i

1
T rtn:: p_r tt-

Gats,

to beat them, It's going to be a huge
task, but we'ee looking forward to i”
sAYE ATIR

“The leaee has been very good for
g [t's given usan opportindty fo tesia
lof of our younger players and no
better team than Cork to face in tha
i

sy re coming wp against some of
the groat camwogie superstirs im recent
years,” the Kilkenny maniger £AYE.

“[t"s poing b e a gredal tesi. They are
a super team and we Know we'll e
to play out of our skins, il wo are to
heat them, but that's where you want
am T,

“It's great to be in a leanee final, oS-
pecially when 1t looked like we

Cork's Eimear 0 Sullivan was among those disappeinted after [ast year's

wonlin't make i thore, at one stage.”

Cork scored 6-88 from their group
games amid 3-15 in their semi-Nnal win
over Limerick (total of -83). Kilkenny
racked nup 858 in their flve group
pames, adding a further 1-14 (tofal of -
74} in the semi-final win over Galway
So that just shows the consistency and
small marging botween these twa bop =
REiETLE.

The manner of Kilkenny's scores
pleased Ann Downey the most.

“The team have worked hard [or
each other,” sh says

wThie meotto [ that it doesn't matter
who gets thi score, as long as thi= team
gan produce a goal or a point. They ve
progressed nicely, especially the

rihn:lﬁm-llﬁs i the
Picture: IHPHORyan Byma

— —

Picheee: BP0 Margan Treacy

@®|'d say the
All-Ireland final
last year did
knock our
confidence...

vounger gicls who have corma (T ETRATE
panel. They've been given a gredat op-
portunity and they've taken that
chamee, We've been nble io use them 1o
build & steong panel,” £he =ays.

“We have hod a lot of injuries, buad
the girls who came in have really
steppaed up io the plake.”

Kilkenny camogie is on a high.
booeted by lnst year's All-Ireland sue-
CILE,

= hard work §5 paying ol Tt has
boen great for camogle in Kilkenny,”
Doy SayE.

“The girs are role models now and
they carry that manthe really well. 11
greal to-see that they are houschold

names



CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

LEAGUE competitions at all
I‘.LH.!.E-!E_ are well wnder L L amdd
at mdult level most of the
leagues games are up o date.

Al senior love]l bath ﬁﬂf!l!:lﬂ?'-
AT '|u‘u1|".i:I'I-L" rmcst ohmpeeiiiave,
in section ene Bally garvan are
grtting dowrn a m:ll:'hl"_'l.'EE th’“:ll'
have three good wins under
their belts. They got their
campaign under way with a
win over promoted Mallow be-
fore SVercaming Clonghduy
and Douglas to e L. )

Courceys have two Wins
firom st Zamds, OVErconing
Mallow in thelr opening gamne,
while they carved out 8 vic
tory oyer a Glon Hovers side
ghat were nndefeated up to
this with wins over Clough-
duy and Douglas, On Wednes-
day next Ballvgarvan Glen
Rovers meet while Courceys
still have Ballygarvan, Doug-
las and Cloughduy to play.

in section two 5t Cather-
ine's have two wins from
thres, having got thelr cam-
paign off to a great start with a

pvictory over St Finbarr's they
last out to Sarsfields bul re-

erouped and got back on track
with o win over Killeagh.

Holders Inniscarra were
held to a draw in thelropening
pame with Killeagh before
bouncing back to gel two
points on thie boeard with a win
over St Finbharr's. Ballineollie
got off to a greal start with a
winover !-I;II|I|.'.'l|_.'J‘i amdd they fol-
Jowed it wpwith a victory over
county champlons In NiSCATTA
in a high scoring 4-13 (o 2-6 en-
counter.

Sarsfichds versus Ballincol-
lig didn’t teke place i o &an
unplavable pitch while Sars
and 5t Finbarr's are down to
meet tomorrow. With two full
rounds to go it makes for an
imteresting bast fortnight be-
fore the cut off date.

in the senior B league there
are three sections and in sec-
tion one Elre Op and Newces-
EOMVEL ALFe !l.:-:u:ll!'ig‘lhl." way axch
with two wins from Lwo
BT,

Eire Og overcame Aghabul-
logue before nedching up a big
score against Newtownshan-
drum and they will face Kil-
brittan Timoleague in round
three next week.

Newcestown opened their
campalgn with a win over
Mewtownshandrun before de-
feating Kilbrittan/Timo-
Iuﬂgul:.[ﬂl:uml-tlll}"I1:|'.‘1.= LRI LLE
to play against Kilbeitan Tl
moleague and Aghabullogue
in roand ome and two,

In se¢tion two Brian Dil-
lon's recorded & win over Val-
ley Rovars bat Valley's got the
hetter of Carrigaline in round
two whilst Barryroe also pec-
orded a win over Carrigaline

jim thaolr opening game.

In gection three Enniskeane

prdged out Ballinhassig on a 2-9
to 014 =coreline but they were
hald toa draw by Fr O'Metll's
i rotimd e,

There wore better fortunes
for Ballinhazsig in round two

"-'-'Iu.'n! ithey b an 25 4o 16 win
over Slinbh Bun, The opening
ronnd game Blackrock versus
Fr (°Hedll’s did not go alead,

FOLLOWING the success of the In-
augural Caman to Croker in 2016
the Caméan to Croker returned this
year once again to Croke Park.

Oon Easter Monday GAA head-
quarters was again full to the rafters
x5 64 clubs from across every corner of
Ireland were in attendance,

On this cccasion, 1,200 girs took to
the hallowed turl of Croke Park to
enjoy the games based blitz event for
U112 elub teams. A unbgue cocasion and
mast memorable experience for these
girls wiibch it is hoped will keep them
playing long into the fniure. From
dawn they began the journey from the
four cornars of the country with clubs
mentors, parents and supporters get-

The Nemo Rangers U12 camogie team enjoyed their trip to Croke Park.

Eight Cork clubs
get day at HQ

B Mary Newman

ting involved and taking part in a day
that will live long in the memories of
e YOUNE Sper PArTIcIpaTits,

Elght Cork clubs were lucky 1o he
amongst those chosen Valley Rovers,
Laochrea Og. Tracton, Mallow, Doug-
las, Aghabullogue, Midieton and Nemo
Rangers macde the journey.

The day took a lot of m_-g-.!mﬁ.m_gand
huge credit to the camogie association
whno had everything organised so pro-
fesstonally. From early morning coach
loads of clubs converged on the Cusack
Stand car park and the day was strac-
tured in such a way that every club had

a time slot for arriving, thus ensured
that clubs did mot all arrive together,

Groups had staggered arrival and
departure fimes and everything was
superbly organised. Importantly each
clih was instructed to arrive togged
out and ready to play thus alleviating
chaos and time wasting in pre-match
preparation.

Dnee clubs arrived in the proximity
of the grounds stewards were visible
outside the grounds issuing insirwc-
tions and guiding buses to the parking
facility under the Cusack Stand.

(i arrival the youngsters and their
Renbors were spoke 1045 & group and
welcomed to Croke Park and spoke of
the great feat it was for them and their
clubs to play in such a wonderful
venue. Teams were then taken to view

the area where players do post match
interviews and then each group got to
visit the dressing reoms and sit and get
team pictures taken, from here they
were led out onto the tunnel and
waited in line for a steward to call their
names opce this happened they made
that run up the steps where each team
=it and got pletures taken.

Games ran at the same time as the
clubs were divided into groups and al-
located a coloured zone on the pitch
each group had a co-coordinator as-
signed to them who met them after
their photograph and guided them o
their area in the Cusack Stand where
they were seated. Excltement was at
fever pitch as parents and families
gave encouragement and the whaole
day was & success from start to finish.

t Cork venues

Féile na nGael begins today at eigh

CORK Félle na nGael, the division 2 competition. be-
gins today at elght venues through the city and cotn-
I,

Thirty five clubs will participate. When the dust
settles this evening, eight clubs will have qualified
for the quarter-finals, which are schediilisd for Sun-
dowv, with the semi-finalz down for next Saturday and
the final on Sunday, MNext weekend, the division 1
Fiéile will begin on the Saturday.

In toeday's division 2 competiiion, there are
three sections of five teams and fve sections with
four teams.

I the section of five teams, ganes will be 12-min-
vibessa=sbde. and in the sectbons of fowr teams, games
will e 16-mimetes-a-2ide. The host clubs are Fr
O Melll's, Glen Rovers, Na Plarsaigh, Carrigaline,
Meweestown, Brion Dillon’s, Ballincollig, and Cour-
oy Hovers,

The sections are a5 follows:

CAM

u Mary Newman

Sectien 1 has a starting time of 12.30pm and this
will be hosted by Fr O'Meill's. They are joined by
Castlelyons, Cobh, Kilbrittan/Timoleague, and Mal-
low. -~
Section 2 will be hosted by Glen Rovers, with a
starting time of 10.30am, and in their growp are Char-©
lewille, 5t Vincent's, and Douglas. ’

cection 3, starting at 11am, will be hosted by Na
Piarsaigh, and in this group are Tracton and Cloughe
duy, Games are 20 minutes aside. g

Section 4 is starting at 11.15am. Hosts Carrigaline
will welcome Kilbree, Sliabh Rua, and St Cather-
ine’s. Section 5 is starting at 11.30am, with hosts
Meweestown welcoming Blackrock, Ballinhassig,

and Rockhin. .

Section 6, starting at 2pm. is hosted by Brian il-
lon's. Because clubs have withdrawn, they will play
ond full game, against Midleton. Section 7 ugtarlinF
at 10.30am in Ballincollig, with Carrigtwohill, Eill-
eagh, and Castlemartyr. Section 8, starting at Zpm In
Ballinspitile, is hosted by Courcey Rovers, with &t
Colum's, Ballinascarthy, and Bishopstown,

The quarter-final pairings are as foliowing:
winners of section 1 v winners of saction 4 WiINITHCs,
winners of section 3 v winners of section I, winmers
of gection TV winners of 2ection & winpers of scion
5 v winners of section 8 ¥

Féile i= a hupe cccasion for girls anel h-:q.'x:-nl.l}_in
Cork it 1% o rite of passage for young players. We wish
the best of huck to all competing teams and to all the
N il b upeates from the quarter-finals and

W ave 1tes I 1
gpmi-final pairings in next weel's chmogie page.

R [ %}



"The hardest
part was just
not playing’

Litthiwsnodds Irakand Carmoges
Lengue Dadsion | Final

Cork v Kilkenny

Teenarrow: Gashc Groonds,
Limerick. 1.30pm
Aeferee: . ERolt, Aniren

Daragh O Conchilir

There wis o time, even as ghe
had barely cntered her tecns,
when it seemed inevitable that
the Niamh McCarthy would
play for Cork.

There was a time too, when
it appeared certain that the
voungsier would never pick
up a hurley again., That
AeCarthy is lining ot for thi
Leesiders in tomorrow’s
Littlewaads Ireland Camagic
Leagues Division 1 Final is a
testameni 10 her bravery and
characier, (o har love of play-
ing and of scoring goals,

ahe was a prodigy. In 2001,
MeCarthy was playving a cen-
trad rode as Inniscarra reached
the All-Ireland senior club
final. She was just 14.

But a fortnight before the
decider she suffered her first
cruciaie knee Heament injury
during a game of basketball,

The thought of missing an
All-Treland was dreadful but it

wasn't one garme jtaelf that
stood out In the ensaing
months, incleed

H

LL CHAI

Al T did was play sports.
Every evening would be a
ireining session on two. |
lovedl it 5o it was terrible bt 1
thought I'd gof my knoeo right
aned e out a vear, Bt il wasn't
like that at il

The heallng process was
torturously show, Shis was ot
for moere than two years before
she finally got the green light
fo relirn.

After two months,
MecCarthy was starting io feel
guml about her game again,

he was just turning 17 when
disasior struck the other cri-
ciate, The rehab went
smoothly this time but the
psychological scars would
prove mong problematic.

“I Enew i 1 didn't try to
come back that 1 would always
wonder whal could have hap-
poned,” says McCarthy. *1
wils an up-and-coming player
when [ was 14 but | nover goli
the chance to see what might
happen. When you're sporiy,
and you're 15 or 16 and can't
play on the team with all your
friends, it's harl. When you're
on & team, vou're all in it fo-
gether. The recovery s some-
thing vou have to do alone.
Mo-one else s going to do it for
voul But the hardest part was
Just not playing. You're on
Facebook and

are talk-
ing about games...

Her recollection of the frst
ciay back is vivid.

“I was terrified. [ wanted fo
play and | wainted to be of
the team bat 1 just didn't want
to have 1o go through any of
that again, I hadn't played
glnee | was 14, apart from
when I was back for two

Cork’s Wiamh McCarthy: Tknew if | didn’t try to come back that | would always wonder what could have happened.’

mtiths before my other knee
went, I'm delighted now, I'm
delighted to be back playving
with my club, with UCC and
with Cork, I never played
underage fer Cork apart from
Ui It was something | always
wanted to do. When [ was
brought into the panel, there
were 3 lo -:rl'mt?; agpe sk |
didn't know any of them be-
cause | had missed ot an so
much.”

They enly knew her as “that
poor girl" she laughs. 1t was
her form with UCC in the Ash-
bourne Cup last year and then
az Inniscarra ended the Mil.
ford menopoly in the county
championship that convineed
Paudie Murray she was
worthy of the step wp, and she

through the

has carried that
League. Having clibmate
Bena Buckley around proved

=

a tremendous comfort and
still does.

"It's been easier for me to
transitlon in with gicls 1 didn't
know, knowing that Rena is
there, When 1 was playing
with Innfiscarra first, [ was the
baby and she wouldn't have
been one of the obder girds then
but she'd have been good like
that, talking to you. And she
looks after my Knee as well,
she's a physio and she under-
stands that there are times
m:nﬂm: ¥be I can't train.

- Eﬂﬂﬂd.l‘ﬂ-!-p&ﬂkﬁ}"ﬂ
before a match.” She has done
well. scoring poals as she had
always done. But sometimes
mﬂﬂpﬁtﬂllnhsﬂtﬂmhﬂer

&T.

“I put pressure on myself.
expect it 1o be like when [ was
playing Uld and 116, io be able
o win every ball buf you're

not becawse vou'te plaving
against the top plavers. 1 also
fee] like 1 want to make up for
the time | missed. But I'm still
tearnlr_rgli | mjﬁf;]‘: out five
years: I'm on playing a
yoear and & - Even I:h.mu-i:g;h
the League, I have learned so
E;flilafrﬂm Plda;rlinil Ebﬂd&m“

players and alongside fop
players.” Given that she lost
out on such two or three com-
plete phases of development, it
is quite remarkable that
MeCarthy is Oourishing so

It iz only reasonable to as-
sume that she will improve
further but the CurvE
ks steep, Cork beat Kilkenny
by & point at the of
the month but it was an [lhumi-
nating experience. Mean-
while, the culture within the
squad cultivated by the likes

Picture: Cathal Noonan

of Buckley, Gemma 0'Connor,
Aoife Murray, Ashling
Thompson other long-serving
members is one that appeals.
“They want to win =0 much,
Everyone has bought into the
WAy we'ne 15
going good, there are pew
plavers thers and everyone is
pushing each other forward,
When the Championship
comes, even aftor the

Final, there'll be some fight
for places. You have to per-
form in training. Anyone
coubd start. That makes train-

think any
had
bron

i team that we
laved against had

PALICSE HURRAY (RAINISTEQIR), Kevin Murray, $ein Gremin, Camisn Murray, Terry O'Leary, Teddy O Dosvas BOGHNOIRI

E. Caomhinach A M M
EMMA KAVANAGH n MOWFE MURRAY
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:'ﬂl.lﬂ-l'l-ﬂw
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Kathe Power of Kilkenny at full tilt.

o

Picture: INPHOVMargan Treacy

Corl's Amy 0'Connor with Julianne Mabone and Denise Gaube of Kilkenny.
Picture: INPHO/Morgan Treacy

Kilkenny winby a

contentious goal

Kilkenny 2-7
Cork =10

A CONTROVERSIAL goal in the
415t minute was the fac-
tor in Kilkenny's three-point vic-
tory over Cork to take back-to-
back Mational league division one
titles in the Gaelic Grounds, Lim-

erick yesterday.

The foul on Gemma O'Connor was lg-
nared, and then Miriam Walsh took s
ar sevieh steps before hand-passing to
the net to give Kilkenny a six-polnt ad-
vantage.

It was a cruel and telling blow, but
on the other side of that she should
never have been allowed o barge her
ﬁrﬂl&mugh on the touchline the way

a i,

It was a game that on balance Kil-
kenny probably deserved to win. They
were the better team in the opening
half as Cork's first touch and over-

stretchimd passes lef them down, As ex:
pected, the middle of the park was

crowded. Kilkenny played a sweeper,
left Just two inside and Cork were
prtlled aut.

Up front Cork still found space bt
they weren't clinical enough.

Flayers shunned responsibility,
opted to pass instead of attempting a
point and scoring moments were lost.
Whaen they did shoot for the posts their
distance it them down with four balls
falling comfortably into goalkeeper
Emma Kavanagh's hand. They man-
aged just one polnt from play in the
opening half.

Denise Gaule epened Kilkenny's
scoring with & goal on three minutes
with a hand pass over the hesid of Aoife
Murray.

A long-distance Gemma 0'Connor
point got Cork on the road before
Ganle and Katie Power struck three
between them to lead 1-3 to 0-1 at tha

flirst quarter stage.

It was point-for-paint after that leav-

\

BREAKING THROUGH: Kilkenny's Melghan Farrell with Jensifer Barry of ork n action n yesterdays eague finalin Limerick,

g Kilkenny five polnts to the good at
the break.

One difference between the sides
which struck home was the superior
handiing of Kilkenny. Their ball to
hand flelding whether It came high or
low was excellent, which led to confi-
dent stick work. Several high balls
poured down on Kilkenny's defence
where excallent centre-back Anne Dal-
ton broke them down as defonsively
Kilkenny were on fop.

Orla Cotter réplaced Linda Collins
just after half-time and certainly she
added bite to Cork’s play where (hey
had seemed to lack real Intensity. Ka-
trina Mackey and a Cottor free had the
g toa goal bedfore Walsh's forty-lfirsi-
minuete hand pass: Bt i was now Cork
whi dominated the pesseszion slats,
Thiy didnt get the scoring return that
afforded them however, with some
poar sleoting.

Coiter struck two from play to put
four between the sldes on forty-seven

minutes. A gilt-edged ity fell
b Amy O'Connar to ratile the net bat
her steiking speed cost her by a milli-
second ihe chancs was gone. An-
ather chance came her way a minute
later as she tore in from the left corner
but she was well-marshalled by Kil-
kenny defenders who did well to force
the ball vide.

Cork wire coriainly winning the
sacond half battbe, with ix palnts, five
from play. Apart from Walsh's 415t
minute goal Danielle Morrissey
pointed a free with three minutes of
noreal time pemaining,

Cork substiiules Libby Coppinger
amd Hannah Leoney pointed 5 injury
time but it was Kilkenny's title at that
stape,

The refersking wasn't up te scratch
for the final where inconsistency in
the advaniage rule and overcarrying
was something Cork conld feal ag:
grieved abont. But endside of that, the
title wasn't what iz was all about yes-

Pictere: INFHO Donall Farmer

terday, and Cork have a Lot to take
away and work on from the gg.rnr.-.
Ellkenny will take o long hard faak
at thelr second half display, bt s
their second national final win over
Cork in seven months. and they'l] be
happy with that
Seavars bor Kilkenay: D Goula 1-2, K Power 02, 48
Mol 10, (D Wormissey 01 (1), J bialona, & Durghy
01 sach
Bzoners for Cork; X Mackey D-4 (037, O Cotler 03
0-1 L G OrConnor, L Copaiagir, H Looney 01
CORK: & Muorray L Tacy, A Buckioy, P Mackey: E
R G e St
Hl-bz'wa: L Cofirm, |
Sadep: L Copplngar for P i 18 W
fow J Wb (850, F Mol der J HII?] Lnu'-r‘
KILKEMNY:; E Ksvanagh; M Toshan, G Foleyr G
Waish: & Nofan, A Dafton, C Phalan; A Dunpl M
Farrell; D Geda, M Wakih, J Paddy; J Malons, K
Poawe, D Marridsmy i
Suatsic A Dayko Tor A, Molan (465), € Keann o A Dun-
by J Coifoud o I Miaeriasay (571
Refores; Gwen Cisol Antrim) !
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KILKENNY 7
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Daragh O Conchiir

Gaphe Grounds

Kilkenny retained their
Littlewoods Ireland Camogie
Lasgeoe Division 1 thtle with a
fine all-round performance
thatl augurs well for the
Championship.

Just as in the All-Ireland
final last Seprember, Cork
wiers unable to break down the
Kilkenny sirategy. Ann
Doweney and hee Hewlenants
Conor Phelan and Paddy
Mullally must pet hupe credit
for the tactics that stifted the
previonsly high-scoring Cork
attack, while creating the
space that delivered two
priceless goals of their own,

The plavers in black and
amber carried out the plan to
& tee, especially in the [irst-
half, when they won the vasi
majority of the individoal
battles arowund the pitch, And
there were battles aplenty,
with the physieality of the
exchanges notable from start
i finsish.

Cork did improve in the
second-kalf, the introdugtion
of Orla Cotter a welcome boost
after the brilliant 5t
Catherine’s stickwoman had
missed most of the spring
threugh injury. They began to
maich Kilkenny's intensity
too but they Giled to tronble
Emma Kavanagh.

The nearest they got to a
goal that would have put a
different slant on procecdings
came in tho 48th minute, when
Amy Connor fielded Katrina
Mackey's crossfield delivery,
cut inside a Kilkenny defender
and unleashed a shot from
bnside the 13m kne,

Dut of nowhere however,
Catherine Foley arrived o
produce a sensational block
amd the sliotar vas clenred,

Even in the frst-half, when
they were a clear second best,
they spurned some good
chances and dropped too
many balls short but they
could have few complaints.

Kilkenny often plaved with
Just one player inside their
opposition 45. That had the
dual consequence of cuttlng
out the space in their own end,
while hm:}r.lng their abllity to
have an impact with strike

B,
The set-up got them o I
by the third minute, when

Denise Gaule advanced on a
delivery by Miriam Walsh and
hand-passed over the
advancing Aoife Murray.

Gemma " Connor
responded with a point for
Cork but Kilkenny three
af the next four points inelud-
im’::a brace from Fatie Power,

ower and Walsh were fly-
fngr and such were the Rebols
defensive difficuliics that Pau-
die Murray substituted three-
time All Star Pamela Mackey
after jusl 20 minute:,

D'Connor's score was
Cork's only one foom play in
thal opening perlod, as
Eatrina Mackey converted
three frees but Alsling
Dunsh:r. Julie Ann Malone
amd Gaule all managed points,
from plvy and Kilkenny were
full value for thelr 1.8 to 0-4
Toed ot Tl tirme,

The Leesiders were better;
after the restart and looked
much sounder defensively.,
Meanwhile, Cotter was having
a real impact, scoring three
points including two from
play. But the key moment
came in the £1st minote. It was
slightly sirange as Owen
Elliott awarded a free to
Kilkenny but Cork believed
the decision had gone thelr
way., Gepmma O'Connor
trodted oul o siand over the
gliotar but once the officlal
confirmed his call, the aloert
Ganile ran (o the mark and
almost on the run, took a
quick free to Danielle
Morrissey that caught the
appasition n:pflng.

O'Connor did get back to
actually gather possession bl
wis disposseszed and Walsh
povwered past the challenges of
Rena Buckley and Aoife
Murray before hand-passin
to the net. That enswred
Kilkenny had vital breathing
space and late points from
Libby Cupﬂa ¢ and Hannah
Leeoney, the latter a fizzing
shot that just cléeared the
crosshar, came too e,

Scorers lor Kilkenny: D Gaule 1-2
(810 M Walsh 1:0; K Pewes 0-2; &
Durgity, J A balone, O Momissey ) 0-1

Seorns for Cork: B Mackey 08 (3] O
Mmﬂlﬂ:ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂm.tﬁ:uiﬁ;n

H Lsonay 0-1 pach
KILKEMNY. E . M Tawban, C
Folay, G Waish, & , & Damaon, G

Pitnn, & Dunphy, M Ferel, 0 Gauls, K
Power, J Recidy, J A Malona, M Walsh, D
TESTEER

Bubs: E;Hum rnrlﬂju-ﬂnh'r (58, 4

CORK: & buray, L Treacy, P Macker A

Buckiey, E D;rﬁrm. & Thomgson, IJ'

%mbﬁ 'D'!:ﬂl?nﬂr. Jr!urr:p. A

:“l-lmn-.l.cnu-u' g :
ba: L Coppengol for P Macioy

Cottar far :‘;ulmh . H El]'Iunll-llr

Whitn (50, Lﬂr&ﬂhm.

Retores: O Efon (Ankrim)

Cumann Camégafochta Aontroma

Antrim are All Ireland Champions again!
s 3017 2 -

All-Irclend My champiosship Tinsl

At =11 Kaldare 3-5

Things beslied bibeake for Antnm 3 ball-usmic i Saturday's All-breland Kinor cham ol final in lnrdeon; w0 polozeblo wind factor s duwn by 2-5 4a O
having boen cutplayed by & hespry Kildare side for the opening: hall

Asstim hmwupmqﬂdwwumnuvpmmmhﬂd.tlnﬂlhi: hyhkb}'t«nngﬁihtmdmﬁrlhdumdﬂtmmfﬂpﬂd
enly theip secosd ever lith at thiv level with three lals pointi Tross the Loughgiel the of Rossin MoCommick, Charley MoCany and Rinty WK eadry

P MeCormick” s introdecton (o midfickd ax s substiiube of hall-time chsaged the dymamis of e game Sl Tircd ovvee thiee 4 5m froes durmg The therd quaricr
54 & lesse when ihe Saflross coeldn it find scores and bt bursls throagh the cmirn kopt Kildare's defmes under cosslan prosaurns.

Eaadeod Eheee docoad hald msba gonbrbsiied I-smmmcmﬂilmmﬁ.;mnqdhiwl Mickillop inochod on 6 tha md
':‘hmugn;mp;m.u:u-.wehmmwgummmmm:miﬁmumm—lhmnunmﬂlﬂm : :

=g were poor in the firt hall, Esthess and socond 1o searly eveny balll, The gifls wha came i put the proxssse firmly on Kikiars, who = (simess dide’t greo up
ihigir lad ganaly, Bl we pressod on untl we got bevel madl then fored the late points ks ke the sl _

"W have ot the mame of & bersg & secosd half 1cam, bul i bas always boen sboul uing the pancl and brnging in plavers who cen mske a differoacs. 1175 a big W

fire me ™
Despute By Falioos recng threigh for ihe opening poal made 24 soconds. Antem weee saught cold by Kildare"s fent sttack that delsvered o goal Bon Carembe

Maher afice |.ea Sution’s inatial oo was weell saved by Catresnn Ciraham
Ciraham, tha Anlriss capuain, was i nspirstioes) form during thal opening ball, bui she and her fill-baek line weee boo oflin cxposed by Kibdane who withdrews

heir hadf-Tormards o midlield 1 creaie o ol of spess made.

A the pther end, Astrim wene waseful weth six [t guarier wides. They had pelled hack to 10 b -3 after 7 minutcs bemvever and Kildue bad only scoumalalod
13 wlm Bladbilih Mol ormick stabbed over thewr fouri poinl 1w the 22 minsis

Heowever the Lahy Wikstes bt {orm befmgom then and all-time, with theis seomid poal from Commbe Shanaban in the 0% munoie o links fortnioss afler =
akwaid bounce in froal of Grakam .

[oun by 2-5 bo 04, Antrim responded with foar points [ros 45m frces. the onby seones of ihe thind quancs, denng which the Kildars goal brved dengerosaly on a
[cn ecasion:

mxﬂrmﬂ_mm“du MJ}HmEﬂﬁWmmlﬂ*m h-ﬂlpljhhﬂh pmu-lldm [

o mixl miss tHisates were soordiess with again Antrim casmpad inside the Kildare ball of the pick Eventuaily howgver Rotitn MeComick racod throgh frm
e back of midield 1o take & beillimt lad poim end a mmﬂﬂmthﬂqﬂ:ﬂmﬁ:ﬂuﬁdmnrﬂhﬂﬂﬂdhﬂw
?L:Idwpp-uhllfmud-mhdllul;pﬂndlﬂlmq:hﬂiwﬂuﬁqmwhm Hisreegves Anitzim wowe had the upger hand all over the poch
:—Ibr-ni:-liullllﬂimrﬁu-tlindhuihmﬂylamup-ﬂﬂhm}'bkﬂnhE:uplml .t
Caitriona Crehasm along with the full-back ling md ETien Hynds kept Antrim s effor powg particulsdy Siring that Siliculd first ball asd weee i changs afler
ek

Thee dhTorenie betwein il Mired e sccond habves was biie night snd day, but shizing, out was the induatry of A=y Howlo and
msde 3 big impact when shiroduced

Amtrins will now go inda ibe Uliser chasmpionship n o Gonnight's ims a8 ol lvounses 1o setam their
Plaver af the Match Awasd went to Siobhan mebillop (Rusiri Og) 1
Asiriss - Caitrions Chrabam capt . Simn Mchall, Katse Lyaa, Kinty [averty. Cathorine McShane, Clindhna Deanclly, Ellon Hynds, Amy Boyle. Casimibse Coaton,
Aine Dovlin 02 froes, Siobhan Mckillop, Emily Falloo (-1, Cacdmbe Wight -1, Meéndbish MieCormbck 0-1, Chatley MeCary 0-1

b - Pdinien McCenrrich B, 03 frews: e C Cosbon (hi), Meve Kelly 140 for E Faloon (431 Aime Dommelly G A Devhn (431, Kirry Mokendny 01 for M
MeConmack (55), Conebe McMeics, Méabl 07 Haill, Finvida Mu‘i’ﬂ;l,k#hmlhf#.hlﬂhﬂhlﬂqﬁmﬂwmﬂhTﬁm

Rildare : Avife Morrissos, Lilly Evans, Sarah Culles, Eisvesr Finn, Maria Doyle, Licase Dunne, Acife Firgerald. Soicha Cilman, Tarm Glyna, Casmis Shals.
Lca Suison G- Frees, Holly Tynsn 0-1, Cacimbe Shanabas 10, Fama Kiclty capt. 0-1, Canimbe Mahes 1-0

Snolobiary Melillop mead o fied S0P

Bk, bren they will nod want s sepeal of Satasday s flawt ball

Cork's warmdown sees rivalry heat up

Ecghan Cormican

Tensions between the Kil-
kenny and Cork camogic
camps show 1ittle signs of eas-
1114 ulin.ﬁnﬁnliu;ﬂ,w'u Natlonal
Leagiie i
Kilkenny camoghe hoss Ann
Downey yeslenliy axp !
disappointment at Cork’s
docision to undortake their
ile Melghan

Rebele, The Cork players con-
tinued thelr warmdown as
Farrell delivered her accept-
ance speech nt the end of Sun-
day's Division 1 declder af the
Goolic Grounds.

The rivalry between the
countics made headlines last
September when Ellkﬂm{'n
EEn];!ultt lﬂﬂi.:'umr aned -E!mlﬂ ‘g
Hannah HEyY CNgn na
agat af slu dl.ll‘f:gd the

bow card offences.

“fi just doosn't happen, to be
guite honest,” was Ann
Dowmoy's response on RCLR
when asked for her appraisal
of Cork’s actions during the
presontation.

“We can't control what the
Cork people will do or what
the Cork playvers will do. You
worldn't want to see 1t hap-
poning too often, to e honest.

“We just hope thal our oW
team would always show re-
gpect o the opposition. 1 think

ave dome that.
ﬂl?\\%ﬂi their All-Ireland win
lasi vear, the girls have really
B e 8
Aot i
Eﬁiueslz:lm' with all the visita
they have made (o Xy and pro-
mote camogia. We are Very
mm"l:‘nftha Voung panel we

Cork boss Paudie Murray,
gpeaking to RedFM, didn’t
habd back in his assessment of

's performance, “Players
have to make up their own

mind about where they go beé-
cauee that is not good encugh.
They ve been given instruc-
ions and it i3 up to them te
carry It out on the pltch. To
seope only 10 cwe had a
number of bad wides and 1o
drop the ball into their
keeper's hand four or five
ttmes s dizappointing.
=The way we concided
two goals was _ﬂgu%ﬂng
The second oné T | fhe
raferoes hnli:w tions Lo
=i

answor theri = ==t

e




“AMOGIE DIVISION TWO FiNAL

MARRIED LiFe Ailewn rac
teleer God e hecadiihy
Uk o5 sy inhibs for Dorry's,
hatisnad League fna) .

DERRY's unyielding - defense has
ke at the heart of their mun 1o Sun-
day’s Division Two final against Cork,
apecording to asslstant boss Brian Me-
Fall

The Oak Leafers were laid slagoe

but ultimately came out on top in
their hard-fought semd-final win over
Dinny Cahill’s Kildare. A& Mary
Hegarty goal was the difference on
thi seoreboard = the game ended 1-11
it 3-11 - but ex-Saffron hurler MeFall
miade a point of highlighting the influ-
enpee of thelr defensive rearguard.
“Drinmy Cahill was taking them and
I knew he'd have them going well
The girls were oulstanding in de-
fenee, 118 a bit of both, you have the
quality, Afleen MeCusker has boen
imperious and the defence hmhqm
outetanding in every game they've

P -"Wh'en the bad:ls mrﬁﬂ mhg i?ﬁ?
they all dug deep. Karen
il hﬁt_ﬂﬂt—ﬂphﬂh&ﬂ

i hack ;
assive as well Everyone’s been im-
proving.”

championship we we
by 20 paoints and 1 don't th
doing us much good.
down to Inberrmodisle
not say that's the le

maybe they weren't good eno

division one but they're holding their
owm kn division two,

1 definitely think we could go the
Hﬁﬂl&ﬂﬂﬁjﬂ.mhmﬂmihﬁldﬁhk
a5 wi hil everyhody out play-
ing it'd be ideal, there's a lot of girls
who are nod there. We'd like to get
our Ulster title back, They [Antrim)
Just got a goal of the emd st and
it was a hit of 4 sickener. filky
weTl get a good run in the champi:
onship and wo'll be there or there-
abouts

By ‘the Cassldys’, be means Slaugh-
tnedl sistors Filis, Aolfe and Brona.
They formed the backbomne of Slaigh-
incil's rum o the Ak Irsland tithe, and
MeFall admits he woiddn have
minded If o fiew more of their col-
1 5 were available for selection,
Either way, he is happy with the play-
ers at his disposal.

“The three i Chadside girls are in-
valvied, they're great girls. There's o
fesw others we would™ve loved fo have
bart they just couldn't commit unfor-
funately. | think that's the sgme

across the board bt wouldn't it be
gresl io have them all, We have to get
an it with.”
Di.‘rr:&i&;enmmhcr of injury con-
coms ng Inte Sunday's final
Cork, who topped the table in
Division Two Group B. In happier
news, the Derry management have
drafted in & number of talented
young playvers this vear, while Adleen
McCusker is back after her honey-
ARG
Cork were on the other side of Di-
vision Two 50 we don't really know
too much aboud Chem. We won't war.
ry about them, we'll worry about
cinEebves,

th

“We're nod poing too bad. We've n
couple of injuries: Grainne McNicholl
came off last week, she's didn't ploy
in the semi-final, and she's been play-
ing very well. Derfinhla (FKape also,
while Emer MeGuigan broke her
:lml:i In"n leagne match the odhor

“There's a couple of young girls
who have done well. Bebeeca Bradloy

and Aine MeAllister have been very

very good. They've really stond ou,
bt those bwo started off really well in
the leagie.”



Inniscarra plays the

Anife Kavanagh and Liz Hayes, Senior Camogie Champlanship winners wrﬁ Inniscarma in 2016

cebebrate in style at the club’s victory dinner at Oriel House Hoted.

Pictare: Mike English

Inniscarra players, cousins, Lacise Lombard and Rebecca Keane pose with

their proud granny, Marie Twomey.

Picture: Milke English

B Mary Newman

It was a night of nostalgia and
celebration recently at the Origl
House Hotel in Ballincellig
when more than 250 people cel-
ebrated the Golden Jubiles and
county championship winning
success of Inniscarra Camogie
club.

3016 was a hugely successiul year for
the club with their senior team
halting All-Ireland club champions
Milford's bid for five in'a row of
senior county titles and annexing
for themselves thelr second senior
title.

For good measure the chubs senjor
teamn were also winners of the county
leagne whilst their dnder 18 besam wiera
le=ague winmers in what was & wonder-
ful vear of the Mid Cork club.

The senior success was the second
title for Inniscarra the first was in 2010
when they alse took the Munster title
and went all the way o Croke Park
only 1o lode out to a strong Killimore
gide from Galway.

FPresent at the function was caplakn
aof that historic first team Margarnet
Moelle 00 Sullivan and she
along with former and current players
enjoved a wonderful night as
all present pald tribute to the
clubs many mentors and players
whe since 19687 have made
Innisearea the success story it has be-
COMTIE,

Algo present were members of the
18976 Junior Team Including thelr Cap-
tain Mora Moriarty (nee O0'Brien), the
clubs 1984 junior winning team. the

1096 Intermedinte and 1988 Senior B
Winning teams inciuding former Cotk
Star Irese O Keefe

Memorabilia

On the night a huge amount of club
memorabilia was displaved with news-
paper reports and photographs of
years gone by, Guesis travellesl
near and far to be in attendance with
many coming from overseas to enjoy
thie spetial socasion.

Chairman Tim Buckley opened
the night and paid tribute 1o the fore-
sight of founders of the club many of
whom were who in attendance and to
all who have and are working to
fashion the club into one of Corks
stromgest.

Guests included Sheila Golden who
I member of the club and she spoke on
behall of the county board and paid
{ribute to Inniscarra for & wonderful

Ement
I‘ﬂl':-li-l*il-f: ﬂm’nr feam led by thelr captain
Joanne Casey were presented with
their county championship and league
medals by two members of the team
management Seamus Coffee and Ger

[inan.

Under 16 success

Thi Under 16 team mentors hMartin
Murphy, Ann Dineen, Brian Farmer.
and Mona 0" Brien presented the
medals to their charges and 1t was a
spocial occasion for Ann Dineen who
was a member of the 1984 Junlor Win-
ning team ss she watched her daught:
ers Joannd & member of the victorious
Under 16 team and Apife was a
member of the Senfor panel recélving
thedr county medals.

On the night Aisling Punch was
presented with the club Person of the
Year for all ber work at all levels in the
clulk

As Inniscarva reflected back on 50
great vears they can look-abead fo the
next chapter in their history with hage
pride.

LY LY



generation game
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Treasa McCarthy, with trophy, celebrated Inniscarra’s win with sister,
- Roslyn and parents, Joe and Therese, Picture: Mike English

i

vz § - d &n 1% Anne Dineen (right) ;1;1;! w:a!uulw (hamplorship medal with In-
raldine Keahane, Ywonne Healy, Catherine 0'Leary, Niamh 0'Brien, Margaret Noelbe 0Sullivan, Nicola Buckley. and Evel od niscarra Camogie in 1992, photographed with her daughters, Asife,
their 1994 Feile and Under 14 County Championship wins of 1994 when they met up at the Inniscarra Ciub's ictagy unm.“mﬁm:ﬁm Yunnat of Senior medal In 2016 and Joanne, who collected an under

e

Inniscarra’s Aileen Sheehan, and Philip O'Leary celebrate the dub’s suceessat at their victory dinner at Oriel
House Hotel. Plcture: Mike English

Casey (centre) captain of Inniscarra, with members of the management team, Tim Cronin, Ger Dinan,  Inaiscarra, County Senior Camogie Championship winners, celebrated their win in style at Oriel Hoase Hotel
;::::f“ {_F“mmlﬂ,ﬁn!MhﬁﬂiHNHLlﬁ:qumanﬂﬂdﬂ'Iuﬂe. e Picture: Mike Englist




ast weckend Eilkunny
o e Natiomnil
oie Lo,
skt clamoat of

& of rughy nnd
Tt angl :ﬂxcrl this
vigtory Went lnrgeiy
unremarked

It i a peminder
af tha enduring strugeke of
10 carve ouia
& cimi p]ur[uerg'n; I1.-:.n:1if I.nII
the sporting e of the Isiand =
._P.;n u.-ithl.f the GAA itsell.

Whin thie GhA wis
founded, it was pledged the
new Association would be

i to mven of every class.
speaking at the inaupgural
myooting of 1he Association,
Maurice Davin md
particular reference 1o men
{iresm pooTer backiraunds,
whom, he told the meeting.
seemed to be condemned to a
1ife which was little more than
an endless reund of labour,

That women might also
have wished to play the sporis
established and organised by
the GAA does ol seam 1o
have crossed the minds of the
founders. i

Thie Birth of ciumagie was an
imitiative which was Ira med
by the involvement of women
ir the Gaelic League, The
Gaslic League was founded by
Douglas Hyde in 1883, The
prometion of the Irish
lanpuage was its principal
objpective, but branchaes of the
League wera also commitied
g the promotion of all aspects
af lrish enlture, Many of the
male members of the League
wiore invalved with the GAA.

Tho Keating BEranch of the
Cipelbe Leaguae in Dublin
already had prominent
hurling and football teams for
its male members, when in
1903 a group of ils women
myembers, Including many
whao had travelled from
vartous parts of Ireland 1o
work in Dublin, determined to
play the game of hurling,

Laed by mniversity graduate
Milre NI Chinnébbe, a code of
ruiles based on hurling was
devized. The rules of hurling
were amended in ways that
were considersd to make the
game maore sultable to wenmen

-and this game wis renamed
camogidreechis (or
camimgaiocht}), ronghly
transkited as ‘junior hurling’,
bt more commonly
abbreviated to “camogbe’ in
commaen English-lngnage
UsaPe.

Hurloys and sliotars wers i
b gnaller and lighter thamn
those used by the men. The
pitch was shortened so that its
dimensions were to siand
between 60 and 100 yards in
length and between 40 and 60
yards in width. The number
of players per tean wis sel at
12 {in recopmition of the
possihle difficulties n
getting sufficient numbers of
WA IO plnf}. Unigue
among e rules was one
which cifes] as a fould the
deliberate stopping of the
ball with thae Lomg
flowing skirts
then fashionakle
NMAENE eardy
players. The
women of the
Keating Branch
began praciis-
i im fhe
surmimer of
1606, Mirsd in
Dirumcowdn
Park, and
bndwr im tho
Fhoonix
Park. The
founding of

g

gie’

", -

e
| 5% ':}

WS
-
d

ole

-,

T

b
-

GIRLS GOT GAME: A group of camogie aces

Galway's Sarah Dervan, Clare's Carol O'Leary, Kilkenny's Kate McDonald, Derry's Grainne O'Kane, Cait Devane aof Tipperary,

Thompson and Dublin's Elaine 0'Meara. Kilkenny retained their league aown

anather club, Cliehulainns, in
[ublin in early 1904, allowed
for the staging of the first
recarded camogie match in
July af that year. The Liame
was played at the Meath
Agriciltural Society Grounds
ilater Paire Tailteann, andl
HKeating's ciimed victory by a
single goal to no score.
Camogle was spresding
guickly: By the erad of 1904,
thepe were five teams playing
in an organised league in
Dublin, The progross wias
sufficient to allow for the
formal establizhment of An
Cumann Camogaiochia [the
Camogle Associafion], with
Midre Ni Chinniéide as
president, at 8 Morth
Frederick 