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Mellerick

Liberty Insurance All Ireland
championship Round 3 Cork V
Offaly Péirc Ui Rinn Sat 2pm.

WITH just bwo points from four, Cork's
third group champlonship game
against Offaly tomorrow is another
game they must win to be sure'of'a
guarter final place on Augpest L

It's & pame they are expected 10 win
but complacency has seen many a
favourite fall and the side won't be
taking anvihing for granted. Offaly"s
resulis throughoat the leagse and in
the champilonship to date portray o
sldo that are far from the pushover
thiey Bnice were, |

During the league a two-goal victory
over Tipperary wasn't something to
get excited about such B Tipparary s
poar form of late but a three-palnt de-
feat ta Wedord and rumning Galway to
within two points certainly 1s. Offaly
canceded two soft geals to Wesxford and
had those blunders been provanted
they coubd have won that game,

While surprisingly conceding four
goals to Wexlord in the champlonship
Gabway had just a three-paint winmning
margin over Offaly last weekend; 1-11
o 18 It took Miamh MoGrath coming
aff the bench to swing the game for
them after she had been beft out for
preciithonary measures.

I therir opening rowund Limerick had
four palnts 1o spare over the Leinster
side, the same margin Cork had over
Offaly a fortnight ago. Sofrom Offaly's
perspective the only frustrating aspect
of their champlonship performances is
Huu they have vet to gat 8 win over the

THY,

Julia White retarns for Cork tomor-
row after travolling abroad, however,
that plus is negated ht' thie fact that
Emer O'Sullivan still hasn't suffi-
ciently recovered from her fall in
training a few woeaks back.

Her knee isnt fully Tanctioning, a
recent scan showing some damage and
another spectalisi consultation is ar-
ranged for today. Her loss ks immenge,
There are hopes Emer will return for
the knockout stages of the champion-

Cork V Galway;
Sunday July 12;
Casile Road;

Last weekend ot

om0 bowTL.

dpm.

A baisy and Impoertant day for boeth Under 16 Cork
squils as they host round two of their respective All
Ireland champlonship rosind robin series games,
got their campaigns off to a
great start with victories over Clare buf this wee-
kond the bar iz set higher when fough opponenis

For the A team a win wonld clinch a semi-final
spot with Just one gome to go agninst Kilkenny whom
alway defeated last weekenid in a'close contest.

Cork's Meabh Cahalane tries to win possession during the game against Limerick in Nilmallack.

ship should Cork emerge from their
group. Other than that Cork’s lineont
will rereain predty much the sameas it
has for the past couple of games. Aoile
Murray will command he goal with
Pamala Mackey, Laura Treacy and
ﬁmu'Lm“E O'Suallivan filking speis bad fo

Rena Buckley will drop back to
right-half back fo accompany Gemma
O'Connor and Meabh Cahalane,

Julia White will now pariner
Alshling Thompson at midfield with
Orla Cotter, Orla Cronin and Hannah
Looney In the half-forward line. Com-
pleting Cork's first 15 are Amy 0°'Con-
nor, Braige Corkery and Katrinn
Machey,

Cork ore limited in their subatiotes
due to their Intermediate involvement,

B Mary Newman
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Paudie Murray's approach is that he
would prefer the majority of his panel-
lists to get three or four intermediate
gamves behind them ahead of the latter
stages of the sénior champlenship
rather than ten minutes at senior here
and there.

Of course if they are nesded thay
will be sprung from the bench but
aside from Jennifer Hosford who 8 i
wligible for the second & clue to her
start against Galway, don't expect too
HAnY throughout the hotr.

Cork had a comfortable 2-21 (o 1-15
victory over tomorrow's challengers
in the quarter final twelwe months ago
but much has changed ln the Cork
panel since. Offaly always siart games
well and put it up to their nis
but they fail to malntain am:g A high

re [ Cork V Waterford:
e S
b '% .;ﬁﬁg Lilway 15, Cark were E-Hlllu:q]:uml:

All Treland Under 168 Championship;

Picture; Liam Burke/Press 22

intensity or belief for a full sixty min-
utes in addition to just not having the
;prelad of talent throughout their

panal,

Offaly's chances of reaching the
knock otif & are over al this palnt
with three defeats behind them but de-
weloping and learning all the time is
im nt o them and for this reason 1
fi=el they'll still bring thelr strongest
squad to Paire Ui Rinn tomorrow,

If they do they’ll push Cork but in
truth If the rebels Fail to overcome
them it woukd be a major shock.

Cork Team: A Murray; P Mackey, L.
Treacy, L O Sullivan; B Buckley, G
O0'Connor, M Cahalane:; J White, A
Thompson; O Cotter, O Cronin, H Loo-
ney: A O'Connor, B Corkery, K
Mackey.

Big day for both U16 squads as bar set very high

All Ireland Underls A Championship; The Under 16 B side face a big test when they meet

All Treland B champions Waterford who again hawve

not made the step up to A grade following their vi
tory inst season. Thﬂ i 7l e

is something 1 find sirange as

surely a county should be anxlous to improve and
step up and not linger in the lower grade —
however they haven't done so and they continme to

They got the defence of their title off to a great st
last weekend with & 2-11 to 3-7 victory 3:-1}15 Anm:-::

¥ hand over Clare all through

fill yalue [?Ea"m“ victory lasd weekend and iF (lwey
CAn n [ intenstty io thedr an Siin.
ﬂa!-’ 1-': in '.Tﬁha £ n¥:h-a-n:=- E.phgwél they makethe
ave the pla m‘l's 1 thi:lR'«rI!ul s, Cliona
Hialy, Kalie ahlan ara Rynn well in thelr participate at B lewel.
imside me whils! in on they © down the
ELI:ITE' Lk “t&a?j { 1 tITI 1o Just one sec-
-hn . Galway w % 1
wik : Ei?mm olfer Egrr;&[;'ﬂnml [H E;.E Cork held the v
w bﬁ :iing:n:m cY T5 A d 0 secre o
semi-finnl spol

their meeting in Castle Road and on Sunday both
fjﬂu“ﬂ[;hﬁu;ﬂﬁz :Eﬁb the pl:li:fﬂ on affer with
DL::l_lfltrhi: m'ee\nh'lm. 3 e e euam

or o travel to Dublin and will ;
half way —possibly in Dublin aga]n“_ ;Emmnm
is wital A win on Sunday would ses fhem
there with two games to go.,

oy



Amanda 0'Regan’s senlor experience is vital at |

V.

miermediate level,

Cork win will seal
their placeinlast four
of championship

.-"'*1. i
nﬂnmmm progress of Down's Carrie Killen. TOMORROW
Wasicy Dunphy mmmmnltzsgmnm Inter- i
i Ij'lp.kll'l- ~
ship: Cork % Down, B Mary Newman

still too strong

Miserable start for seconds

Ballyholland, 2.30pm.
CORK travel to Ballyholland
in the knowledge that an-
aother victory will secure
them a place in the last four,

With two victories to their
credit already Corl Jead the
table in the group sections
and they ame closely followed
by Galway, Down, Meath and
Wexford who are all on two.
With one game to go agalnst
Galway on Aupust 2, this iz s
huge oppertunity to seal the
dheal beforo then.

Cork were impressive last

O'Eeefle have all performed
ﬂhpeurb!y Jn the campaign to

Cork edged out Down in
[ast senson’s Mational Leagus
fimal in a thrilling contest,
Down went on io take the
Junior- All-Treland title and
WL attons to inferinedi-
ate for this season, They lost
out in the Ulster final to a
strong Derry shde.

SUNDAY
U6 B All-Ireland Cham-
pionship: Cork v An-
irim, Maomh Peregrine

of Mallon, The deadly attacker did narrow misses by Amy Ryan weekend as they brushed GAA Grounds, Dub- |

m latchid orio the broaking balland  and Kelly. Weodord did add [ata aside the challenge posed by lin, 2.30pm.

I ESaE M torced a shot past the Wexdord - paints through Sasah O'Connor, Wexdord. They are playingas  The U168 A squad secured
e 2o goakeapar. Kedy and Ellen Roche but it wasn't o team and working well with  their place in the All-Ireland
DOWN @ N Thors was siill Bme for points  near enough and thoy S need b each other, their reading of  semi final and the B team are,
'WELFORD " $B  trom Casria Killan, Mages and Mal-  impeove for the visit of Gatway on the play and distribution of still in the hunt too.

. : ton before the interval, although  Saturday. I:RE I was _E-xr:TI.h:-m at['ld if I-{.I:wmg drnf;nn:lrshﬂi Clare,
: Waxtord: Goraiding Curlis: Hancy they can maintaln this form with a ssperh performance in

WEXFORD GOT off to a misera- Wesdord ﬂ%ﬂmﬂmﬁm Dungihy, Farmen By, Alsing O'Can- they will be hard to stop. their opening round game

ble start in the Libarty Inswance  Momissay point (1-11 10 0-2 ot [eapt): Biridin Doyle, Sarh O'Cone The sides met in the they carved out a well de-

Allroland mmam :ﬁdﬂﬂh asecond noe {01 froa], Marie Claire Moerissey; N““?ﬁ.}; League where mrli ﬁrwdrd r.;w with 11n1|11urx

fifE-point i-time). 2 Loutss Staford: Fecd i NAFTOW one goa aterford in game they

joss to Down in Oylegate on Sat:  The second-hall was much Mw?-%ﬁmmuh;' victory, however much has  should have possibly won.

urday. bettar for the hests in windy con-  Efen Roche (0-1), . anl changed since that meeting  However it was a pood result

The were com-  ditions that wees crossfield but  Elien Kely {0-5. 4 kees), Amy Ryan, and both sides will have been  that has helped keep their
plately cutpiayod in the opening  siightly helping Weadord after the  Clodagh Fitzhensy. Mark Morissty busy in the interim as cham-  hoped alive,

half, wish the Ulster visitors given  intermission. Good play between  [0-1). Subs. - Laura Dempsey fof plonship swung into pear, Amtrim have yet to pecord a
wiry hoo much Space to operate  Clodagh Fitzhenry and Deirdre  Staford (40). Marguarite Dayla for Amanda O'Regan continu-  victory. nEly oo

McMahon s Kally point, only  Fitshenry (47). Messa Wickham es to be a vital plaver on the Indications are that the

in tha hosts' half of the field. B

b M.C. Meerissey, inj. (52) gide Rer pecuracy from frees  sides will be evenly matched
m‘twuﬂ “wfdapmﬁd“ mﬁ hmpmmmmm-dﬂmlm Down: Jeannd Sloan; Nicoks aned play s Inwﬁﬁah]e. while but if Cork can maintain the
by then it was already too late to  Sinnott added a classy finishafler  O'Gorman, Cathiring McGaurty. younger players such as good form that they have

1ha resull, morg work fram Fizhenry Cliona Muriagh: Claire MeGilligan Linda Collins, Sarah Fahy, shown to date they will be in

Most of Tom Dunphy's side’s  and Maria Moerissey (1-12101-3).  Fionnuata Car (0-4 freas], Deindre Lauren Callanan and Niamh  with a great chanee. 0 o
Ibest paricemances in thie league  Points by Kelly and Momissey were mmmmm
came with added profection for  partially cancelied oul by Mallon 88 ged (0-2); Neisha McCullough, Aimes
the back six, bat without that Wedord went into the final quarter  MoAloenan, Cassie Frazpatrick {0-1)
acded salidity the fst-halfwasa  trailing by just eight. IEfizainath Wikson, Meami Maliea [capt

for Down. Howevad, threa in a row from 1-8,0-4 noas), Carne Kllen (0-1)
Martin Mallon's sidemight have  Down hurt tha home side, 85 Referee: Mike Shoehan [Cork)

tearn: Front: Emer McAndrew (Ballygarvan), Molly Ryan (Carrigaline],
%mfﬁ:ﬂnﬂ.memmm Rovers), Clara Crowley (Ballinascarthy), Ciona
Healy (Aghabullogue), Katia McCarthy (Aghabullogue), Ruth McCarthy (Sarsfields), Chloe
Collins {Millstreet), Rebecca Keane (Inniscarra). Back: Edel Lonergan (Sarsafields), Clara
), Nora O'Riordan (Rockbin), Sarakih Aherne (Ballygarvan), Olivia Murphy
larney), Grace Collins (Eire Og), Catriona 0'Keefe [Youghal), Lucy 0'Gorman (Dungour-
ney), Aideen Buddey (Cloughdury), Grainne Cahalane (5t Finbarr's), Kate Wall (Kil
maoleague), Lauran Homan (5t Vincent's], Megan Daly {Douglas), Siobhdn O Sullivan (Bride
Rovers), Maeve Lynch (Newcestown), lsebel 0'Regan (Ballygarvan), Katie Daly {Sliabh
Fisa).




League champions Galway on double trail

Daragh © Conchiir

Galway rémain on oourss for
a memorable double after
they bookod thokr place in the
Liberly Insurance senlor ca-
mmuaﬁln champisnship seml-

Having already won the
Lasague this T?::-:ﬂmﬂ wist-
Group 1 record during the
lummqr_umnia!ﬁn. with &
last urizsh seelng
i 1-11 fo kG,

While the Madel County
and Cork could siill finlgh

oqual on points with Galway,
thie 2003 champlons would md-
vance di 1o the lxst four
o thee back of wins over thelr
rivals.

Thirre was no certiinty ai
innovate Wesford Park that
Galwsiy's 1-5 to0-3 beagl at hall
Iirn;?%uaulﬂciﬁhl. hiea

pife Callanan pointe
varly for Gnl'mt' h-ugn goal
machine Molly Dunne
worked the oracle once more
after good work by Maria
Cooney. Miamh MeGrath

added four polnts efore the
break and fierel neseded o
brace of poinis feom Katring
Parrock to siay in touch,

A couple af paints from
Hate Kelly reduced the mar-
gin to a goal and it took A
stunning intervention from
Sarah Dervan to deny the
hosts a goal, Tony Ward's
girls hoeded that warning and

ints from Miamh Hilkenny.

aria Drehony and Tara Hut-
ledge (two) casad their
TV,

ElkeEnny are the othar con:

firmed somi-Tfinalists after

nnother faelle Group 2 vic-
tory. This thme bt was Tipper-
ary who were the victims of
the Moresiders” scoring
', 0 AR B-15 L 0-4 songm-

e in Freshford,

Katie Power (despite i1l-
nesa) was player-of-the
'rnnlllzh. earin bi—ilﬂn ﬁ
wiell support w
searers Dendse Gaule (2-3),
Michelle Guilty and substi-
tute Ann Dalton (2-1) as Kil-
kenny ran riot,

Clare gave themselves a
chance of a knoeckout spot
after drasing with Dublin (1-

B apicced in Hewmarkoet-On-

F%ﬁﬁlm got the bettor start
and a brilliant doubled E}«Hl
by Aoife Bugler put them four
points clear In the 24th min-
it Chloe Morey halved the
deficit by the interval and her
43rd minute goal helped
Clare open up a two-paint
Teard. Th;lﬂﬂs sﬂll.lihuﬁ'l.m-

wil minutes of nor-
ﬁﬂme bt poknts fron Mi-
riam Twomey and an All Ma-
gk 45 In thie glxth mingts of
injury time snatched a share
of the spoils,

Meanwhile champions
ey o
earmed 413
a youthful Offaly in Pairc Ui
Rinn. Siobhan Flapnery
geored Tve points for the
Faithful women.

Oris Cottereontinued her
assanlt on the scoring charis
with another nine points in
diffiealt conditions.

Briege Corkery added two

=, with Orin Cronin amnd
e st et
champ P i
the season after a spell travel-
ling. alsoon The mark.

performance

free io Cork they failed bo flow after thal.

Murray bemoans shocking

CORK camogle manager Paudie Murray CAMODG

wazn'l playing the ‘everyvihing ls fine’ “&ho : ook 1 suppese we've Hlitle
pole whih we 3 after thedr 0-13 to 0-6 [ Linda Mellarick dona since the Limerick but I don’t
wictory over Qffaly kst Sntunday in Paldre lmnkﬁlnuauucmai . Mo it wasn't
Ll Rinn. s right? “Era I don't know, I just good.” conceded Murray. If there is a

In truth, this was a8 vory poor Cork per-

oupght we were very cadual leaving the

positive to take it's that & win is @ win

formance against a weak Offaly side and  Rochestown Park today, maybe some  with the opponents at home next

considering the strides the team had e thowpht this was polng to be o walk E.B._l‘.l.ll'thj'.

made in recent weeks since their league  in the park you know and [ suppose the Well that game 1= a crucial one now,

final defeat, you couldn’t Blame Paudie  way we lefi the hotel was the way we  the way we wero today we won't

For being hugely disappoinied. played really. [ was hoping for an in-  win that and you've fear for us but we've
el our performance was ler-  crease in performance and [ feel certain  the next seven days really to sort it out.

rible really. Dur decizlon making was bor-

we've gone 20% kack on where we were

The Wexford clash is Cork's final group

rible, our first touch was terrible, our
communication was terrible, everything
about it was terrible today and [ suppose
it wonld be a mﬁm nect week the
vy W plaed herd A

Was it one of those days where nothing

two weeks ago.” ama and will detersine whether they
Ina munimuﬂm dizinterested f:ln:luh second or third. While ither side
performance at times, Cork scored just  eould still finish level on points with Gal-
&ix points from play to s two, After  way, the Westerners have already ad-
Amy O'Connor’s goal inside 30 seconds  vanced directly to the semi-final as @ re-
mﬂuﬂmvedlnsﬂn}rcﬂudbﬂﬁlﬂ sult of their wins over their rivals.

E’*_'Z' - @
True champion - ——
'L 7Y ] ety wuraoce Sestc Cramplon

ot D Gabery 1:11; Gip 2 - Clam 18
Dt 1.8, Fillanry 8-15 Tipporory 0-8,
Litsprty Ingiursnes intesmadials Tham-
plenship Grp 3: Hiclet 3-8 Antrim 05,
Litierty Insuranos Promiss Junior

Chempionship: Lacs 519 Westmasth
04, Arrmaghs 115 Limevicic 111, Dubdin
218 Roscomimon 2-8;

ﬁumudr:i:mm
1

whip Grp 2 Limanick 0-4 Doy 2221
Blblretand U1GC Champlan:
ship Grp 1z Ardeim 7.24, Li¥as

Tuly Q615

g apenly on the Brendan O'Connor show on RTE Radin?, Cork captain Ash about her batthe with depression and
ARl cchrisufeingfrom epresionmo o i thelr echgs, bt ctood toseek bl SEE Py T Fee R0



Ellie O'Byrne

She is the hard-tackling.
heavily tattooed poster glel
iof camogie, but Ashling
Thompson wears her heart
on her slegve,

And despite the teak-tough
exterior that has won her
All-Treland mednls, the Cork
captain isn't afraid to reveal
:pmnﬂnmﬂ:tc sLI'I.II-E.

& openly oh the
O'Connor how on
Radiol about her battle
with depression.

The 25-vear-old has been
encouraging others suffer-
ing from depression not b
hifide their feelings, bt to
seek help, “Don't bottle
things up; you will loge
friends. Mo matter how bad
the sltuation may be, it al:
winy's gets betier,"” she savs.

A difffenlt conple of years,
in which she was injured ina
car cragh and lost a boy-
friend due to suicide, knock-
] her for six.

Irenbeally, after torning
her back on the sport she
;nﬂ:mmm mu;ﬁllc that

] r .

*I've hit rock botbom and
come back through sport,”
savs Ashling.

Ashling's strugeles began
when she sustained back and
neck injuries in A car acci-
dent in 2009, She had fin-
ished ber Leaving Cert and
was starting college, and had
already made the Cork sen-
lor sgquad when a collision
cloze 1o her family’s home in
Mewtownzhandewm left her
unable to train and led to her
dropping out of college,

Having playved camogie
ginee the age of seven, she
wasn't prepared for the
effects of her injury.

*1 had never been infured
before, =0 ['d never sat on the
sidetines,” she zavs, "I wasz
extremely difficult to take
sitiing out for so long. Thera
wais nothing that could help
e il | couldn’t do any-
thing to get over it guickly.
That's where depregsion
crept im,”

During that ume ﬂth::ﬁ

became more reba

chanped hercdrcienfl‘riendi

When she finally returned to

the game, she started skip-

I:Ing iraining sesslons with
er club, Milford GAA

“1 was in my own bublde
and nothing ontside of that
matterad.” she says.

=1 got involved with all the
wrong kKind of friends and
pushed away all ithe
ones. I got in loads of froulle
and let my family down. The
vears that followed wers
really tough.”

The perzon that won her
trust and helped her turm
things around was Milford
camoghe team trainer and
former Carrigtwohill hurler
Frank Flannery, who took
owver the Morth Cork team in
2012, He led them to an All-
Treland in his first vear with
the squad. Ashling described
him as firm but fabr, and like
a father Ngure to her.

Ashling. whe sports sev-
eral tattoos and plereings,
had developed a reputation
as a rogue player by the time
she met Frank, and had diffi-
culty controlling her temper.
Personality clashes with
other trainers simply bed tu
her being taken o

*1 was rebellious in gen-
eral,” she says. “My tralners
started to onky see a negative
side of me. It started to re-
flect in my play and on me as
a person. Every reforeein

the conntry must know me,
I°dl say? They got an awiul
dodng.”

Ashling's bond with Frank
formead quickiy. “He tobd me
he'd ke my friend amd that 1
could ring him any time of
the day or night.” she says.
“Thot was the first time 1°d
ever heard anything ke
ihat.”

Ashling's emotional prob-
lems were nothing new to
Frank. =1 would hove my
owm demens.” he savs.

*“Through my own E::E!ﬂ-
enoce and thoso of firiends 1
cotld relate to where Ash-
ling was coming from.”

i

Cork and Milford camogie star Ashling Thompsan had difficult
couple of years in which she was injured in a car crash and lest a

boyfriend due to suicide.

Ashiling was Jwst petting
back into her game when
traqpedy struck: Her “haost
friend"” amd “on-again, off-
again” boyfriend committed
suiclde in 2002,

Ficture: npharDanall Fasmer

Tt wite n massive blow,”
she savs.
cide completely out of the
bine, That makes it 10 times
worse because you ask your-
self, how did 1 not notice™

He commitied sul-

ghest battle off-field for Rebel with a cause

M Cork camogie captain urges others not to hide their feelings

M ‘Don't bottle things up, you will lose friends. It always gets better’

Hewas alvays full of ener
finl] of 1ifie, § folt Mike 1'd rea 3,.
Fibed sl T £hould have nos
ticed something.”

She ddescribes the months
following the bereavemant

a5 her darkest days, “There
were two months where [
wont training but apart from
that [ couibdnt eat, couldn’t
sheep, and [ was like a ghost
wilking around," she says.

“1 felt invizible,” That's
when she began to feel that
ghi couldn't contine.

“1 just felt, I can’t go
through this pain anymors,
it's not worth it,” she says.

After huttltnﬁmlerymlng up,
Ashling finally broke down
il training, but Frank was
I:ht.-rt o support her.

“Frankis told me: "I I"ve to
ph:k 1 up and carry you |
bok with me, come to
rra!rzlng It wAll gt sasier.”

That was the turning point.”
she gavs,

*I'was at rock bottom bt |
trusied him 110%. 1 trusted
in my sport. It's the effort
il to find that gate.
wiay', to find your weay ot
that dees eventually pay off
I'm 50 proud of mysell and
I'm =0 thankful to Frankis
aund {0 evoryone who's
helped me since.”

Frankie is “extremely
proud” to watch Ashling’s
progress since she became
the captain of the Cork team.

“8he"s reinvented herself,
1o be honest, and she's put all
that anger and drive luto her
achievements,” he says,

“she's so tabonted, such an
athlete, Towatch her go from
being takon off all the time o
getting player of the match
and then moving on o Cork
in 2013 was faniastic,”

Ashling, now & 2elfem-
ployed sports therapist, fook
over as captain from fellow
Milford plaver Anna Geary
following Geary's rotirement

s coynty captain in 2084,
Just afver Cork's All-Ireland
win against Kilkenny

Fulll:-wg:&a defeat at the
hands of Galway in the
opening round of this vear's
Liberty Insurance Camogie
Champéonship, the Robe-
lettes were back on form to
beat Limerick in the secon:d
round by 1-14 to 1-10,

Cork meet Wexdord in the
next round of the Liberty [n-
surance Camogie Champlon-
ship this Saturday.

Frank is optimistic aboui
Cork's chances at winntgh
their 26ih All-irelan e

year,

"It b Cork for the ALl
Ireland,” he says. “I'd say
GaJwa:-' are their bmed
challenge.™

Hnl:-:r



Tribereel
In Rebels
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semi spot

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

Galway 3-12
Cork 1-11

DESPITE upanlm up a six-
point lead in Iﬁu £
-twirtu-r. l:.‘nr:l-: sunwh-nw last
air shape and momentum
and allowed Galway into this
All-lreland UieA t'm.mpiﬁn
ship in Castls Road vesterday.
Pla with the aid of a stifT
windl im opening kalf Gal-
way had {o wait until the 27th
minute for thelr first score

Cork

from play, such was Cork's §§ Offaly 0-6
deminance but in a scoring
that saw them hit CORK did enough to secure them-

in a row before the break they
had the Cork lead down to
three points by hali- time.
Carrie Dolan pointed fwo
Galwa ?' . bt with
Cliona Healy mlntin: twao,
Cork were level. Five minutes
in Kntle Walsh was upanded

selves a quarter-final spot with a
seven-point win over Offaly in
Pdirc Ui Rinn on Saturday.

Howaover, it was a performance that
failed bo raise oven a moment of excite-
ment 85 & lack lusire dilgelny -g.a.iml

and Healy pointed the penalty. § what was a poor Offaly
Clara Ryvan finished to the inteent.
net for the opening goal after mmm keep the momentim
10 minutes and piling on the § going after a good display against Gal-
pressure in all seciors, Cork § way in the opening round and their
bed 17 tir 0-4 with seven min- § win over Limerick two weeks a
nfes fo the inlerval, They were starting to show sof
A lapse in concentration § cohesiveness, intent and belicf, Satur-

zaw Cork concede three scores
and It seemed (o pande them.

Cliona Healy pointed an
earty froe on the restart but a
Carrie Dolan goal boosied the
visltors® challenge. Cork
pointed twice, but upping

thelr G:]wm.' l:lannn tio
Er'l{ dowm and all over

l-hi.‘: ﬁr:id thay were first to the
ball. Three patists ina row hnd
them level and they hit the
front for the first time with a
Mairdad Dillon point with 11
minutes remaining.

Galway used possession
woll up front, with Cork fmil-
ing to bring their full-forwnrd
out In front of the Galway

day wos n step back and disappointing
because of that.

Al senfor intercounty level just a
ecombined ebght points from play tells
ii= own story, not 1o mention the fct
that Orla Cotter acoounted for nine of
Cork’s total, seven from froes, with
Breige Corkery, Orla Cronin and Julia
White the ather contributors.

Underfoot conditbons woere very slip-
mﬁl. The game lacked :nﬂ real bite

m the outset with the first score
from play not coming until the 22nd
minuie. wot tions cotldn 't ba
blammed for Gﬁrk 5 :hcu:lr distribution

Ea-nnnda Am

and strikin

Inside O'Connor
had the ball inskde the O ot after
a searing run bat tnmmwulr refl-

sweeper, any danger was § oree Alan La 1bed L
averfed as any Cork attack § avward {,E.'-;-}: nﬁ; . phtj:h%r‘;
was effectively broken up by § Cotter converted.

Tiffiny Wi Colstealbka.

Healy pointed a difficult
free and with five minutes ro-
maining the game was in the
melting pot. Twice Cork
wasted chanees with two
wides and Galway struck for
the killer Blow when Carrle
Dolan latched on o a long-
range free and blasied home.

The same player pointed a
free before a Dillon goal on the
full whistle saw Galway so-
cuire & somi-final spat and left
Cork facing a difficult telp to
Eilkenny i two weeks.

immwl;m::wmumn.
K Bllon 1-1, 15 kicrah, B Mesnkon E
{aafwey -1 gach
MCM&W#’.\]‘I‘LEM 10L

That early sign of tearing Offaly
apatt all but dissipated &s slow de-
livery, poor disiribution and shooting
cost Cork wup firont.

Gemma O"Connor was the most
pleasing aspect of the opening half
with excellent vislon and dellvery as
she was commanding from the half-
back line.

Orla Cotter was cnice again brilliant
from frees in nﬂdiliun to plcking off

Faman 0 B Mary Newman
El.L'I'M‘l‘B- < B Cannon, | Burg, R (ot l

Modsbar -‘am“sm Mﬁ'l' Waterford 0-9
i, 8 S, I M LI DAL €

Erlan, 5 MoiGrath.

THLS weas a game that conld haveo lais
eithar way a8 All-Ireland UER cham-
inn:_:ns Waterford recelved a stern tost

a commitied and determined Cork
in the curtain raiser at Castle Road

yesterday,
In the end both had to bo conbent
with a sharm of the points on offer.
Cork keeper Mogan Hennbgan kept
B side in the game with a superb save
with 10 minutes romaining, bt in the

Subm E Gafiney Ior G Fnninsy (35], E
"Waners for M Mannion (55
CONAR: & Aharrc 3 Cahataea, [ Lime-
E'Ilri [Eh. A Buckipy: M Lynch, K
eCasiry, K ﬂllr Repdinad roe, Pl
“H'.‘i.llmE l-':gln G Haghos, ©
Haaly, CRyan, K Waish

H-I*Lilmw
oo mrﬂ“ﬁ":'l'ulmlhll L
A

;’E..r_u,r Aols

Poor game by
Cork but 'job

’ & "-"E -u ...-ﬂ'a-. ki 1 :' P
R s = R TN R I ]
" il A i *ﬂ ]
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Cork forward Hannah Looney has her shot blocked by Dffaly’s Fiona Stephens, during their Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senior Camogie

Champlanship clash at Pirc Ui Rinn.
two fine ts [rom
Elmuaﬂnhm“n ]ﬂﬂém:qm

as she continues to recover from a

knes injury, Rena Buckley foll back to
right half-back as Julla White moved
fo midifeld,

Cork were never golng to lose this
game, They were dominating through-
wt thuﬂu'ld. but often took the wrong

nik, fabling o release the
bl m:ﬁetm placed teammate also a

facior,

The sides swapped points throe
times in the ope 17 minutes. To
rephraze, Orla Cotter and Slobhan
Emhrnm swapperd points from placed

5,

HTfaly failed to score for the re-
malnder of the half as Cotter {3),
Breige Corkery and Orla Cronin hit
over a further five points to lead 08 1o
-3 a1 th Break

The second half didn't offer much
mord by way of excitement for the

m Mary Newman

hjﬂrnin hi]!' Cork had persisted in
Eoing fo Is when point options
!Mttdt}m tter chodos.

At the broak Cork bed by a point 0-5
fe 04 but they had wasted better
chances. Snoirse McCarthy, Claire
Mullins and Anife Hurley where on

t for Cork, whike Kniesha Tobin
had four for Waterford,

McCarthy edged Cork further ahead
on the restart but they had to absorh

small attendance, Siobhan Flannery

god Cffnly off the mark but Cark
E;le}:d farthor away with two Cotter
Jubla White, Bredge Corkery and

Cotter again from play ghrnu; {;urlq.
their 13 points of the hour by the 52nd
minute.

Offaly defensively did well it must be
zald, as they closed Cork down time
and again, Jean Brady and Mu:hanm
Morkan particular leading thoe wa
&u‘i inwr plm't:i Ilt':nmirham{ﬂ

not sprsading € ke
ﬂfmhm&nmulrmmp T g

Referee Alan Lagrue was overly
Tugsy at times which didn’t help the oc-
casion, showing four yellow cards to
ﬂ%ﬂh{ Offal

5 WaS aly's fourth defeat.
Mayhe the Cork players found it hard
to motivaie themselves for thie gam; it
certainly seamed to be that way.

They will know that a performance
like that will not see them take Wex-

hinge Waterford pressure as the visi-
tors drove forwanl. Shauna Fitzgerald
catt the defiedd with a point bt B in
row frmem St I.Eum and Orla
Larwmey saw streteh thedr mivan-
tago to three points.

As the game entered the final
quarter Hennlgan denjed Alsling Mad-
igan with n point-tlank save.

Niamh Murphy pointed & free and
mingtnndnr huge pressure but the

femce conceded a free which
Tobin converted.

Saofrse MeCarthy edged Cork back
in firont and twicethey had riumn-
Hlt.'l1:|1.1ls1.vt|:||:q.ralmm:ln\g|'||~|>'m‘:I

Picture: David Keane

Tord at hisme riext Snturday and we can
A greater argency f‘rnm them.
Aowin is awin
ance and the posi metnluka mIM
g:n?n_zs that there i 2 lot more in this
Elstwhers, Gal busd @1 1-11 to 06
wvhetory over Wioudio “ﬁ Clare and Dub-
lin shared the spoils at 1-8 as
Kilkenny continued their g blitz
ma—lﬁ ton 04 pasting of Tipperary.,
Tor Gk O Cottin 08
_— o 107 1), B Coresry O
ﬂuﬁsnmrmsmn A Weadicine Oui.

S J Mostond for M Loway 554,
OFFALY. E Clondannen, F Sephons, J Bragy, L
;_ﬂLm;mggmgwn
Hasiraa, lll'l'll’l".l. e
il.l\:ﬂ-'#.'l'ﬂ-rmt g
Subsa: £ Firwin fov & Beseran (051, M Laeksn lor &
By (3}, M Joreengs for L Keena {53

Hennigan pulls off a vital save for Ui6s

boefore Ene:.' munhm upa late leveller,
Boorers ar Cork: S MeCadthy Hurisy
02, 0 Ly, C Mullien, 5 muﬁﬁr:m

WEWM H
g W‘H'TI Mlurgetvy (1), A Ciee-



Rebelswill
be well
up for
Wexford

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

TOMORROW
Liberty Insurnnce Inber-
mediate Championship
Round 2 Cork v Wexford,

1.30pm.

CORK got their Liberty [nsur-
ance Intermediate Champion-
ship campaign off to & parfect
gtart with a superh victory
over Meath and they will face
inte round two in confident
form when they host Wesxford.

Wexford need a victory in
this one to stay in contention
they Eost out to Down by seven
points before edging out Gal-
way in 4 ¢lose low scoring con-

test.

Like Cork this is their sec-
ol adult team but they do not
lack nee. Centre-back
Sarah ('Connor is a siTong
campaigner as is Loulse Sin-
nott, and up front Marie Mor-
rissey, Michelle Martin and
Nancy Dunphy are Key
players in manager Tom Dun-
phy's o1 up. This is his first
season in charge and he will
be anxious to put a bad league
campaign behind him.

Cork notehed wp an impres-
sive 2-13 against Meath with
Amands O Regan and Linda
Collins impressive in attack.
At midfield Lauren Callanan
and Kaitlin Hickey formed a
strong parinership, while a
=olid defences that included
Leah Weste, Niamh O'Keeffe,
Sarah Fahy and Sarah Buck-
ley held Meath to a single
scope in the second half.

Looking &t resulis to date
Down had a seven point vic-
tory over Wexford before
ﬂng on to lose to Meath by

paints. this would suggest
Cork have the strength to geta
victory.

SUNDAY

UisA All-Ireland Cham-
pionship: Cork v Kilkenny,

Dickshorough, 2.30pm.

A tough trip toe Kilkenny
awaits the Cork Ul6 A side as
they Mnish off their group sec-
tion of games in a must win
clash.

Last weslkend Galway came
from behind to overcome
Cork's challenge in Castle
Road. Leading at half-time by
a goal and turning to with
& srong wind Cork lost their
focus and paid the price as
Galway pounced and ran out
SEVen pent winners,

The result looked to have 2p-
cured Galway a semi-final
spot bt in a surprise result
fater that eveuin%f_'.la re
bounced back from thelr big
defeat at the kamils of Cork in
round one to record & good
win over Kilkenmy.

The state of the table a5 we |

enter the last round is that
Galway are on top with four |
points, Cork and Clare are in
the chasing pack on two poinks
gach, Galway meet Clare on
Sunday and were Galway to
win and Cork defeat Kilkenny
both g through,

Waalso have a possibility of
three counties ending up on
level points then we are into
165 40 or Sle.on Sunday. and

or die on
sl all very much to play for,

Camogie

Linda
Mellerick

TOMORROW
Liberty Insuramce All-Ireland
camogie championship group 1
round 4
Cork v Wexford, Spm.

MNOTHING separates Cork and
Wexford in the championship

league style table.

Both have plaved three pames, won
two and lost one, to Galway in both
cases, and both have an equal points
difference based on a score for and

against combined total,
Gal are already through to this
year's All Ireland semi-final,

Even if they fall to Limerick in At-
henry tomerrow, which is doubiful,
and end up on level points with Cork or
Wexdord, they will giraight to the
final four, based on thelr wins over
both counties in previous rounds,

Eurunlhr if Limerick take the points It
wan't be enough to see them through
o the quarter-finals, due to their de-
feats by Wesxdford and Cork. This is all
tngum'&nt a Fl%:‘-d“ situation.

Cork and Wexdford are through re-
gardless of the outeome of their clash
TOmarTow.

Leeofid or third place s what they
are cump-l:-!lnﬁ for and in troth it
means little where they finish up as
the oartcome is a quarter-final tie with
elther Tipperary or Clare and those
toams shouldn't be a problem for
either county. However this game
means a lot more than second or third
E)l?-:e. Psychologleally it's a huge game

both counties,

Wexford are through to the knock-
out stages for the ninth year in-a-row
despite the fact they have been without
gome of their more established

players. :

Karen Atkinson, Mags D'Arcy. Ur-
sula Jacob and Una Leacy have not fea-
tured in the championship because of
injuries, while Josie Dwyer and N
leen Lambert quit the inter-county
scene after last season.

Looking past the group phase how-
ever Karen, Mags and Ursula should
be in a position to return. We are all
aware of the number of players that
Cork have lost from last season
through retirements.

At this point in time however We-
ford are only concentrating on Cork.
The showdown will be the first time
the counties go head-to-head since
their meating in the semi-final last
wear which went toa replay.

On that occasion came ouf on
top by an impressive margin of 10
paints before going on and claiming

the title. They restricted Wexford tao
Just one paint in the second-half but
Mary Leacy knows the Model County
cami avway from the game having pick-
ed up a valuable [esson,

91 think you leave every gami look-
ing to =ee where you might be able fo

- h
dgi+ - [
= LE '.'-a. ¥ .

e

a huge rivalry.

improve, regardless of how the result
went, But we really learned plenty
from that one against Cork. _
You never like to lose such a big
game like that one and the fact it was a
heavy defeat masde it that bit harder te
take, “The big problem we had was iry-
ing to handle the defensive style they

.ndnﬁ:ad.

“We found it really tough to break
them down - especially in the second-
half, But we had plenty of time to re-
flect on it in the months that followed
and consider how we might have done
better. They were WWWN amnid
underlined that factin neact gami:

Dublin keep hopes of
q_ll__arl:er-ﬁnl;l pll::se alive

Daragh O Conchiir

Dnblin kept their hopes of pro-
gression to the quarter-finals
of the Liberty Insurance sen-
jor camogie championship
alive by eking oul & 0-12 to 0-8
win over Derry in Swatragh.

Alison Magunire was named
player of the match after scor-
ing seven points from frees
that enabled the visitors to
keep their noses in front des-

ita the drive of Eimear Mul-
an, Meadhbh MeGoldrick and
Karen Kialkt.

The Dubs led by 0-5 to D=4 &t
Half thme but that was as cloze
as Derry got, with the Oak
Leafers struggling to make
headway against their
sweeper system. Maguiind pun-
ishod their indiscretions to
eilge ithem clear before Emima
Flanagan hit the insurance

Clare are still in with a
chance of snatching third
place in Group 2 bui will need
i Mg win against Derry next
mﬁ after bosing comprehen-
sively to Tipperary by 2-18 10
B-11. Cait Devane ran riot for
the winners, scoring 12 points.
Elght of those came from play

as Clare failed completely fo
come to terms with the sharp-
shoober,

Chioe Morey scored seven
paoints for Clare but goals from
Malread Teehan straight after
half time and substitute Ni-
cole Walsh laie nnlsélt il to
Colman Honan's shie.

Galway completed their
campaign with a 100% record
a5 they accounted for Limer-
ick in peaounding fashion by 4-
16 to 012,

Meanwhile Kate Kelly con-
tinued her phenomenal form
by canverting etﬁh: placed
balls as Wexlord set _ur a
quarter-final against oither
Clare or Dublin by beting Adl-
Ireland champions Cork, 0-13
ficx - 100, _

Katrina Parrock waighed in
with three points from play as
ihe Yollowbellies gained a
small measure of revenge for
losing last year's semi-final
Cork in a replay,

As uzual, Orla Cotter wis
top scorer for the Leesidors
with seven points, with Kari-
na Mackey notching up thres.
Paudie Murray’s charges will
now play Tipperary in the
guarier-finnl

= "
T i

JIWAY SHE GOES: Corics Pamela Mackey coses down Wexford's Kate Kelly inlast season’s championship. The two counties have developed

Wexford
Model might
counter Cork

el e e

i winning the All-ireland.”

From Cork’s perspective, while their
defensive system is working well, their
distribution, once they have carried
the ball out of defence, still needs
work. [f was poor last weekend against
Offaly and a mafor step-up will be
required to overcome Weaxford. That
was a hugely disappointing game, with
thie visitors well below the level of the
home side, but at the same fime Cork
weren't anywhere near full tilt.

in those games vou don't have to,
taet 1t will be a different story com-
plededy lomorrow,

The svatem works but many of those

McCARTHY (nec  Huckley)
e IIu]'p' N
15,  pescelnlly, s
rumacdiad by her g Famdh,
at Corl University 1bespital,
AEDIN,  Feprove  Pak
Bashopstown, belovad wille of
the Eie lary and bwing
mother of Lar, Aidin, Patsy,
Sacve, Lina, Fiong, Ked, Masy
and Brizm Sadly miied by
her ,  hroer  Comn,
premdchililren,  sonma-in-bew,
duighiers-in-brw,  parisen,
stsper-in-hew Sheila, pephen,
mieoi, relathes, dhe “Girls”
mid 2 wide circle of [riends
Repising of home on lomor-
row  (Sundsy}  [rom Spm,
with Recary ai fjem. Hecop-
fion ot 5L Joseph's 3MA
Church, Wiliom ea Monday 2
Vi4%am, for 13  moon
Requiem Maa  Fuseral
ghermards o 52 (Hhar's
Crmetery, Model Farm Road
Family Besieri Thona-
tons, in lie, w
linsgdce.
weaw runieriuneroo s o

e

Picture: INPHO/Cathal Hoanan

that executed it so well last season
have left the scene, so it will take time
for it to Aow again.

You can't underestimate how big a
loss the retirement of the likes of
Joanne O'Callaghan, Anna Geary and
Jennifer O'Leary are In terms of ex-
perience, while Angela Walsh is un-
available as well for the thme being.

Despite the absence of s0 many key
players from last season, Many coun-
thes haven't yet counteracted a well-or-
panised defence and counter-attacking
approach.

It remains to be seen if Wexford will
TMOETOW.



O’'Regan
points

the way
forward

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

Corkt 017
Wexford 0-2

WITH Amanda O"Regan
showing t accuracy from
placed balls and play notehing
up 11 points of Cork's tally, the
intermedinte side went top of
the Liberty Insurance Cham-
pionzhip table with a superh
victory over Woxlord in Hiver-
stown on Saturday.

In & strange move the visi-
tors lined out in defensive
mode from the throw-in, pal-
ling back two extra players
despite playing with the ald of
the strong wind that at times
was difficult to handke,

O'Regan propelled Cork
into a three-point lead insideo
10 minuies ng great ac-
ciracy from two frees and a
45, Playing with great
composure Cork wen: in con-
irol and they used possession
cleverly picking out their
plavers with pood distribation
ensuring the Wexford defons-
bve strategy was blotel owl

Jacinta Crowley added 1o
Cork's tally with a point ba-
fore Amy Lee denied Margu-
rite IBIHE with a goad save,

yjoved a good spell
In the second quﬂrtm’ ui
wasteful shooting saw them
shoot seven first-half wides as

their gquest for an opening
score continmed.

Finola Meville hit Cork's
l'lﬂ‘r: palnt before Lee agaln do-

ol ‘Wexlord s Michelle Mar-
l1|1 with & superh save wh.h:.h
fielded a 45, Ellen Kelly con-
verted (o open thele aceount
but Cork finished the half well
with O'Hegan pointing twice
from a free and play o give
Cork a comfortable six-point
interval jead.

The second half was all
Cork az they continwed to die-
tabe matter adding 10 paints to
their ially O'RKegan a siriking
four with Kaitlin Hickey, sub-

stituie Caroline Sugrue, Sarah
Fahy ansl Linda all pet-
ting on the score sheat,

Wexford's Loulse Sinnott
inted a free three minutes
thefull time whistle after
a day thoy will want to forget
against a Cork side that
plaved well and were setiled
and compased and if they can
maintain this form they have
the ability to go & lot further in
1I|.}‘|$r LTm}ﬂnnl:mFl:ﬂp 1
eyt pame s 8 oAy b
Down next weekensl.
Scorers dor Cowk: A OMegen 0-11 -0
I, 01 45, .I I Ry, r:r-.:ﬁr
L Colng, & Sumﬁﬂ-'l oach,
Wharterd: E H:ﬂ-rl:l-1 45, L Birwsctt 0-1 1,
COR¥: A Lee: E Marphy. L Woshe, N
OVHialle; 5 Fay, 5 Buckioy, H OrRegan;
K Hizhorg, L Callanan, F Meba, © Gager:
8o, J Grovwdey; A Harty, L Coling, &
¥ fiagan.
M:%&gmmﬂmrsﬂm,ttm-
i rri O Rsgen {45}, B O'Caflaghan E K
Hickoy (SR, L WeEvry bor J Crowiey [53),

i-l:l'ﬁi:ll'rl:l'kr H'-'l'l'ﬁﬂ'lﬁ-l'l'l

Morrasy,
I Dy, bl Ciopie; L Srinoit, [ Okrpia; M
mﬂklﬂ-ﬂmlﬁmiwﬁ

mh&mm#m
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CAMOGIE

Linda
Mellerick

Cork

Waexford -13

AT HALF-TIME in Sarsfields GAA
club last Saturday Cork wulr.l
have been very happy with

first-half performance agalnst
Wexford in their final group
championship game. And de-

servedly so.

They were & much improved skde to
that which ook to Ih& field the pre-
vious week against Limerick. Playing
against o very sfrong wind, their com-
petitiveness, luency and distribution
wre pood, with a e af {im tve
scores. However;, all that was good
about the ﬁutaﬂmlnulﬁ dissipated in
1he second as Wexford took control.

Level at the break at six points
apiece and eoming back out with the
wind at thelr backs, it was looking
good for the home side. However, they
were eaten up in the firet 10 minotes,
Shelley Kehoo, after a good first half,
caused havoe as Wexford lelt just two
plavers in their full forward line and,
with thelr half-forwards also playing

deep, soaked up M?’ﬂ:iﬂﬂ apound the
nuddle af the pitch r points on the
trot from Kehor, the excellent Parrock
and two frees fnom Kate Helly gave
Wexford an advantage thaet hadn't
seemed Hikoly,

Oria Cotter was once again very
prominent in the first hall as defens-
Ively and at midiield Cork were on top.
Katrina Mackey was also on song,
striking three Im*ulﬁepnhm from play. ;
But Mary Leacy, Shelley Kehoe, Una
Sinnoit and Katrina Farmock were also
lnaking strong.

Cork needed to push en but agaln
their overplaying of the ball came into
guesthon and, while the final ﬂt]i;:?'
was wide to the flanks in the first
much was pumped down the middle in
the second, particularly as Cork
searched for-a poal. Mary Leacy was a
beacon during that period from centre
back as glve cleared tiove and again,

Cork’s workrate or physicality
weren't enowgh when the going got
tough. They falled to adeguately com-
pete for the 50/50 ball as Wexford's
physicality won out, particularty with
the aerial balls. Referee John Daolan
did make some guestionable calls bt
I wazn't the reason Cork lost,

Shelley Kehoe and Una Sinnott,
named at corner-forward but now
Muying deeper cut the field, won huge
ball and it took a while for Cork to deal
with them.

Mary Leacy in a prematch imerviw
haid stated that Cork's defensive style
canght them last vear amd they had put
mch thought inte how to counteract
it While it didn’t leok as if thoy had
managed todo so i the opening half
ane shouldn't ferget that opd hit

Goals knock Cats out of All-Ireland series

3-12

Kilkenny
Cork

5-8

THERE was a nakl-biting finish as Cork
malntained their lead to the final whistle
in Dicksborough yvesterday to secure
thair Elm in the U184 All-Ireland cham-

Ip semidinal

Hﬂtmny txok an carly lead with twa
Casimhbe Dowling points bt Cork settled
into the game and hit the front with a
Lauren Homan goal and & Cliona Healy

paint settling them into the game,

Dankelle Mﬂ'.‘ﬂﬂ':-‘j". the home side's
ointed a 45 bt
and Katie Walsh
velped malntain Cork’s two-goal lead.

outstanding player,
ints from Cliona Hoa

That was guickly wiped out knskde o min-

Tuky 2015

Cork lack an

.edge in the

forward line

mfmmmmhwmmmmmmlmmmhwmmmnm

flown.

nine wides with the wind and 13 0
total to four for Corl.

PFicking off their scores from further
out the field i something Wexford
have ebvlously worked on and they
made the distance even if the accuracy
wisn'| always spot on, Qne wonders if
Cork need to now change the plan
which ha= stood 50 well to them, or at
least beable to transition mid gamse.

There eems Hitle point in leaving
six on four defensively or six on thres
as opposing players are free around

CAMOGI thi: top anmd 185 Galway that go through as

El-.n - o iroup winmers and Cork in second place,

e with Morrigsey pouncing for two Kil-  gommm Homen 3L C c
kenny gpoal the first & pennlty to let it Mmmm. it

24 to 2.3 in Cork's fvour af the interval
The second half was end-to-end, Cork

the middle of the park with the capabil-
ity of pleking off scores,

Injured star forward Ursata Jacob,
1% 5till to come inte the Wexford side.

Cork had just four peints on the
scoreboard in the second half, all
placed balls from Cotier. Cork noeed
moTe seoring power up front.

dennifer O'Leary s & huge boss from
Iast seacon as is the physicalify and
feedling play of Angela Walsh, But th
apea work in progress and are throu
to the quarter-final agninst Tipperary.

Kk pnmp;
Dm!rl-nl}i. A OrGoman, £

opening up a five paint lead twice, only

for the home skl (o
paoint each time, Co

arated the =i

Hesaly stregched i {0 two for Cork, bt
back came Hlikenni.' with a Morrissey
r glender lead and

they added to it with a Homan point giv-
ing thom a twtr poini advaniage and it was

free. Cork held the

enough altera long confesi.

Galway's 1-12 io 14 victory over Clare
ensurnd there was nod a thinse-way tie at

them back toa
responded twice
and with |||.|-E:£L|num b g0 & polink sep-

l:l'ﬂ-u-gl.rl G tullmm c
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WOW, the poor camogie association has
been lambasted this week.

The wid influence of social media can
ha negative, but it has propelled women’s
sports to new heights, $o we must accep bath
its capability 1o promote and to discredit.

Recently, these was controversy about the
dual plavers clashing. but that was the fault of
{hve lndies’ footballers. The LGFA had received
a list of the camogie inter-county fixtures last
Movember, yet p to sat their own fix-
frires. involving the same coumties on the same
day, and then washed their hands of the prob-
lem when there was a provincial clash.

This week, the controversy is that a toss of &
caln could determine Dublin or Clare's faith
this afternoon in the All-Treland senjor cimao-
gie ehamplonship.

The association released the following state-
ment: ~The Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Ca-
magie Championship quarter-finals will take
place on Samrday, August 1. Cork and Tipper-
ary play in one quarter-final, while Wexford
arp awaiting confirmation of thelr opponents,
which will be either Dublin or Clare, both of
whom are from groug (.

“publin have completed their four round-

games and have finished third in the group
table, with three points, while Clare are fourth,

Linda
Mellerick

with one point. Clare play Derry this Sunday,
July 26, in the final round of the championship.

There are three possible scenarios arising
from this fixture, and determining who prog:
resses to the quarter{inals to play Wexford.

“If Derry beat Clare, Dublin finish on higher
poings from the group stages and proceed to the
gu.art{'r-nnms.] Clare and Derry draw, Dublin

nish on hiﬂhzrgu]nta and proceed to the

uarter-finals, If Clare beat Derry, they will
dreaw level with Dublin, on poinis, sharing
thiree points each,

“Dublin and Clare previously played each
other on Saturday, July 11. This gaoe ended in
a draw, with a final score of 108 Under the 20605
piatiomal Fixtures Management plan, if two
teams have an equal ranking (e, if heard-to-
head game ended in 8 draw), the final rankings
will be decided by the following steps:"A.
higher number of goals scored in the group
mafch {is} between the teams in gquestion, 13,

Higher number of points scored in the group
match between the teams in question. If, after
this, the teams are stlll equal, then the final
sconarioapphes. C. Deaw bolg, Thiz will artsein
the event that Clare beat Derry.

“Thiz draw will take place after the match

" ends, with the team drawn proceeding to the

gquarter-finals. These pre-detérmined pro-
ceditres wmaqmed by Ard Chombairhe in Mo-
vember, 2004, The procedurs was radsed in in-
itial discussbon with connties in October, 2004
and a full deaft of the fxtures plan was izsued
on Oectober 31.

“The procedure was infroduced in an effort
o free up dates during the infer-county season,
to provice for club-game schedules by avoiding
plav=off dates at inter-county level

This pre-determined procedure has been
known o counthes since the national fixtures
plan was disseminated to all counties on De-
cember 3, 2014, As part of the usual annual re-
ylew of Tochures, in October, 2005, the new pro-
cedure will be considered in the context of fix-
tures planning fog the 2006 season.”

So, plavers. supporters, people who have
never attended a game of camogie nnd the
WGPA have all pounced on sockal media to air
their borriled views aboat the stouatlon.

B teum, repardiess of whether 118 at club or
inter-couniy, should be eliminated (o & com-
petition due 1o a 1oss of & coin. The assecktion

prabably assumed it wotild never have (o fesort
o step C, bat it could if Clare win. They will
thien be frced with an issue. There isn't time for
a 'play-ofT, but both Dublin and Clare may well
uest one mid-week.
at isn't the answer: Clare playing thres
inter-county games n the space of s days.

The asaociaiion, in thelr commendable effort
b P wp thene for clubs, trbed to avald play-offs
this year, There would have been a free week
after the final grouwp games in which to fit ina
play-off, bk it was utilisod at Derry's reguest.
The Clare v Derry [ixture was not played in
parallel with the ether senior champlonshlp
group games last weekend, for the following
repson: Saturday, June 20, when the opening
round of the sentor champlonship toek plice,
Ulster were hosting the Matlonal Féble na niseel
competition.,

Dierry's redquest to keep that weeliend free of
inter-county games was facilitated. This deci-
zion is the norm, fn regard to counthes innolved
in hosting Féile every year. OF course, the
whole competition could have been brought
forvaard a week and Kicked off on June 14,

Wi all know whvo the associntion nre secretly
supparting loday.

If Derry don't come ap trumps and reliee
their hesdache, it remains to be seon iF some-
thing else ean be sortesl, before the first named
coqinty is reached for bn the bowl,

BAIDE ROVERS
Camogin Clu Clearance Sale: On Satusday tha 25t of Juy.
i vl e & -l Sliariundd Salke of vory rensonably prices
oy ke pls; Batacies, POOMIES and cOMpretEinn ton ol vangus
eikznrs - al wih tha Bcoe Proviey Coedl - and Lzea rdmgpng
fupyem ichabebreen 34yl 10 oo ooy, TR Raog wild (i D800 A
jite ety honsse brom Ve i 12 addn oy and & tams mus
ey ] for N 5 Sliny,

LB nder County Camsgie
Corpradulatonm o chub played Jebnen OFSuliivan, arsd 1he
‘,{.“n:rh LT RA, camamin Wom who baat Kifisrmy 0N Sundsy oo
soone of 526 403 120 Codk wefll Rdwe Bonieas 1o the Allrpland
serilinal oot thie 160 of Agend. Best of luck 1o Sebkan and
Jre Cowic fpam.
mEmF:mf eoliection of tid clothey,

J -ﬁﬂ-ﬂi i the Communily Contne on
mmm TR Mm

i

ri U164 camogie team. Front | to r: Emer McAndrew (Ballygarvan), Molly Ryan (Carrigaline
J, Ruth MeCarthy (Sarsfieldds), Chloe Collins (Millstreet), Rebecca Keane

van) {Blarney), Grace Collins (Eire Og), Catriona 0'Keefe (Youghal), Lucy 0'Gorman (Dungeumey)
. Vincen Daly [Donglas), Siobhin O Sullivan (Bride Ravers), Maeve Lynch (Newcestowm),

CLUB DETAILS

Doy e

YR i Skl o M el o iy with il e labast
WS O aoelg

&k (Bdpvarsgaa. and on F

GLEM ROVERS
O juerigr Seam mad Colh i b codean counid of tha Chas-
pacrmhipn Bl it Bry Tt poinds 0 o g&Fse wiere Wi mat a
wiry BionQ homa side.
Wi battled bo the feriai B | e end ran Cobh fan ol witsam
withs Frel paciud 10 Bpaie 245 o OHE
Our s0ond Qams againg! Cloughous LIy US Tum in @ mu
impeoved péciemissn, Cloughduy god off b & gl s with
(i piives wWEhoUl soply Eus wi gracdually ool inlo The ool

), Ciara Crowley (Youghal), Katie Walsh (Glen
{nniscarra). Back | to r: Edel Lonergan (Sarsaf

Isabel 0'Regan

arsd wih BMors O TEcedan, Michaela Myde, Edol O'Connell
Lorru Hechury and Singad Gaken Al Gn ieget we led @l the o
oprval 1810 0=4

Conlimiineg 1o work hard we exiended our achinniage Wi
SEpanan . grabbed three godls and wish Shawas Heickioy
Do O el phd By Wash also gettesg on tha SO0 Shoot
et i Bl vennons. Loum Do, Shsamas Goggan and Elnoss
Fodey Ascn Dersiing, Shouna OrRmsn. captan Laa Cofer
arvd Sussn Coling Al worked hard

b fes Foryles Brdgaman, Mamh Kaly and Sngat Col:
s ware @l bo ihi forg &0 whaal wads 3 Greal jeaes efor, il
fong 10 everpbodyy. Duf fesl gienes will Do ageamsd Cnarisetis

R Clara Crowley (Ballinascarthy), Cli
ﬂ:'s].:‘:i}'m m-{m?mm Nora (' Riordan (Rockbdn), Sarahh Aherne (Bal-

, Aideen Buckley (Coughduv), Erainne Cahalane (5t. Finbarrs), Kate Wall {Kilbrittan/Timoleagu+), Laur-
(Ballygarvan), Katie Daly (Skiabh Ria), ol
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IEBEL YELL: Cork dual star Rena Buckley, holder of 27 national tithes.

Suly 2005

Pocture: David Keane.

27 notout as
dual star

Buckley still
clocking up
the titles

ITS some v — 27 national titles
from 35 finals, which averages out at one

for every year the popular physiothera-

pist has been on this planet.

The medal haul inclwdes 14 All-Irelands, ning
in football, and Rena has been a dual for
a dozen years, now, Why then has It i 50
lm?mhe ised by this particular stable?
Judges, sure t do thoy know?

Anyway, two minutes from the end of the
Gilway game and the sides tied at 0-13 to 1-10,
Rena underlined her importance to the Cork
cass by ng up bo seore the winning palnt,
heer second of e game.

The Connacht girls becam the lntest victims
of another Cork late, nte show after the pair
couldn't be separated in a thrilling 3-8 to 1-14
draw In the first gam.

“Tha one thing in the back of my mind was
that T didn’™t wani extra-time,"” says Buckley.

“I remember we had the ball onut to the ske,
but Galway hmd us blocked off.

“It came across 1o me and 1 was able to go in
the oilwer direction and create enovgh space to
have s po

I was about 30m oot from goal and 1t was
reaching the stage that someone had to shoot
and it fedl tome. 1 wouldn't be noted for scoring
g0 that mads it all the more pheasing.

“Galway were down to 14 playvers at the time
and we won the kick-out which allowed us run
down the clock.” Rena recalled.

Rena's accuracy clinched her ninth leagoe
medal, a remarkable ¢ighth success on the
bowmee and Cork's 11th in 12 yenrs.

Her versatility is such that RBena has played
peross every position in defence, apart from
goalkeeper, and now forms a formidable
mbitflald parinership with follow camogie star
Briege Corkery. "My favourite pmdliuw:- waold
e centre-back or midfield.”

The one downslde, however, was the gamo
claghed with the Munster championship final
in camogie botween Cork and Ti . which
had a 4.3 throw-in in Cashel, with the feothall
replay starting three hours kater in Portflacise.

‘Tﬂnl WS VETY ﬂmwniuﬂ:ﬁ Mind you it
e s flest tome it ha B you'd
have league clashies, {8 understandabile

"]tls iu.unll_-; Just Brispe and 1 who are af-

.
I'm lucky to be part

of two unbelievably
successful Cork
feams

fected, but Meabh Cahalane is involved now,
ton,

“What ha ia that I'd play one
game uwmu% bt that was the
menst serious clash until recently, wheen it hap.
pened again, this time in the championship,
gy it rthing is basod on thei

“Isu everything is o thar immiport-
ance uapf?rf:mr: Back then, the feothall was a
replay of & national fAnal and while the camogic
was a Munster final, there's a separate All-
Ireland, which is obviously mope important.

"It would bevery difftcult for edther of us 1o
have to make the call. bt efther way it's hugely
dizappolnting, especially as we're 12 years
invalved with both teams:

“What's even more frusirating is that the
ﬂ;ml!nn doosn’t appiar to have improved at

“You can understand league games clashing,
bt ot at this time of the year, the height of the
chaumplonship.

“You'd imagine there'd be some compromise
by moving one of the games ioa Friday night or
Sunday," Rena commented.

The commitment shovwn bir all invoelved with
Cork iz well documented and Rena wouldn't
s latie oo b

5 B g T know it means belng out gix
nights of the week whether iraining m_g -
but anyone playing Inter-connty is Eﬂh‘lg it
aAnyway.

“ou have o glve u'% a lot, but that's by
chaoloe, Wi're niot ng foresd fnto |:|,|'|.],"r_'|ﬂ1:||;_

“There are things you miss ke holidavs,

eveningecho [ADIES SPORTSTAR 1 w1805 ~orilicze =




Our May recipient
isdual footballand
camogie star,
Rena Buckley,

who is honoured
for the first time

following her

exploits in the
National Football

League final

replay win over

Galway. She
spoke to
Mark
Woods

weddings and hen parties but what
mmmmlum:wmu

“For example I don’t take
during fhe summer and ['d us

go in winter,
“Last we had a trip with the
foothall and that was fine. The
ymrlmt;aﬁhg. There's
o

abways something 1
“T"m lucky 1o be part of two
unbelisvably a,umaa.d'n!

Cork teams,
I think that extra bit of commitment
Trom people has helped ns achisve
what we e done.

“People prioritise and that comes
from not only the players, but the
managements as well. Evervone
realizes the importance of what's
invaolved and that's eritical.

“Everyone puts in a great shift,

il ng, when there's a
consistent high standard and that's
very important in achieving sucoess.

“It's not good enough jost o show
up & couple of weeks before the
g amEtnnshlp and put in a big
effort.

Rena's longevity Is a direct result
of her dedication and it's no coinci-
dence that she's remained practi-
cally njury-free,

*I've been very lucky over the
years, [ had one bad injury to my
shoulder, which kept me out for a
mionth to six weeks.

“I missed the first county final
with Innisearra, but T made 1§ back
for the replay,

“That was in 2010, a year which
didn"t go well with Cork so [ didn't
miss out on anythling with them.

“Being a physio gave me an
advantage. Exercise is the most im-
portant thing and [ knew what to
erack on with, in terms of getting
back gagiin,

~1 think minding yourself in the
winter is very important as well.
Obvionsly, you can let your hair
down a bit, but you can't lot vourself
gn, either.

“You'd probably end up too far be-

DETERMINED:
Cork’s Rena
Buckley
hattles with
Wexfard's
Ursula Jacob in
the Ml-lreland
series. Picture:
Jim Cawghlan

30-second timeout

Name: Rena Buskiey

From: Inniscarra

Age: 28

Sports: Ladies football and camopgie
Crccupation: Physiotherapist

Family: Parents Tim and Helan,

Top three people you follow on
Twitter: The usual GAA people, bt
physios for work-related matters

You'd da 10 extra laps to avoid
doing: Wriling up notes at work.,

All-Iredand foctball medals: 9
Hatlonal League madals: 2

brather Jerry and sister bkary All-lrgland camogie medals: &
Twitter handbe: Erarabucks All-Stara: 7
hind and that's when injuries can GAA leams.

start creeping in, but you must have
an appetite for fraining. when it
cornes round again.

“You have to switch off and 1 think
peakinihis very important as well be-
cause there's no point in reachin
that level §n Mareh or April an
Eﬂini‘ sick of training by July and

Eena works with Brian 0°'Connell
and they've two physiotherapy
clinics in Ballincolllg and Macroom.

Wark isn't & typleal Monday-Fri-
dav, nine to five stint, instead it rag,u
%H!md& inta tha evenings an

, toa,

=you have to be flexible to cater fisr

the client and we also look after semie

“I worked with Dolphin in the last
rughy season. It took me a while to
get used to it, but 1 really enjoyed
goame of the matches. 18 was different.

“There are certain aspects of
rughy 1 r“;',' Iy like, notably the
sportsmanship.

“When the game & over, it's over.
In the G, we tend to hang on 1o an
uimntﬂ'hhhmm From what hap-
pened maybe five years ags.”

Wow another championship is
roaring ahead with Rena one All-Ire-
land sﬁy of the late Kathleen Mills,
who won a record 15 with Dublin in

Will Kathleen's record endure? 1
doubt it.

TRUE GRIT: Cork’s Rena Buckley holds off Tyrone’s Maria Donnelly during a NL game.
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Memorable fundraising day

in memory of Paula O'Leary

BARRYROE Camogie Chub or-
ganised a fundraising day on
Saturday in memory of Paula
(¥ Leary, with all proceeds go-
ing to Ficta House and Living
Links.

The day began with an UI0
camogic Witz for the Paula
O¥Leary Cup and Shicld and, as
ithappened, the home side won
both troplies,

Also on the day, Jennifer
{O'Leary) Curry's Middletown
team from Armagh ook on Bar-
T¥roe in 4 senior camogie chal-
lenge. The home side emerged
victorious on 4 scoreline of 3-13
tol-12, with Jennifer playing the
351 ten minutes with the Bhues.
The game also saw a camen
appearance from former Cork
goalkeeper Cora Keohane,

All in all, a grear day and a
good sum raised for two worthy
causes, and the elub would fike
o thank all its sponsors and
those that gave their time to
make the day such a sucoess.

Meanwhile, in Ul6 camogie
Barryroe defeated Ern's Ohen
46 to 1:2 in Caberlag. Barryroe
bed 2-2 1o O-1 ot the break,

Team: Therese McCarthy,
Maeve Whelton, Shannon
Chapman, Katie McCarthy,
Niamh Whelton (-1}, Aideen
Riordan, Andrea Tobin,
Clodagh Molaney (109, Aoife
Kearney (-4}, Ciara 0'Sullivan
(1-1}, Grace Tobin, Eva Scallan-
Dowd, Megan Hut‘ph}' |’I ﬂll.
Oiria (1= ol

Cork defender Pamels Mackey
p at Riverstown.

in a tussle for possession with Weudord's Stacey Redmand mnmsmm,mm
Pcture: lhil.u'g-

ALL-TRELAND senior camogie
champions Cork will meet Tip-
perary in g gquarter-final of this
year's competithon following the
completion of the group stages.

Thiz will be o rematch of this
season’s Munster camogie final
that Cork won, bur Pavdic Mur-
ray's side will need 1o up their
game ahead of this clash in early
August,

Cork signed off their Group
1 campaign with a 0-13 1w 010
foss 1o Wesford last weekend,
which meant that Cork finished
s the thivd-placed team in the
group after two wins {v Limer-
ick and Offaly) and two defeats
(v Gahway and Wesford) in their
foier games,

Kate Kelly continued her phe-
nemenal form by converting
eight placed balls against the
Rebelettes,

Earrina Parrock welghed in
with three points from play as
the Yellowbellies gained a small
measure of revenge lor losing
lazt vear's semi-final 1o CwL in
areplay.

Az usual, Orla Corter was
rop scorer. for the Leesiders
with sevén pomis;with Karring

Miickey notching up three.

Cork dual players Corkery, Rena Buckley, and Angela Walsh won both All-ireland titles again last season. More must be done to protect mﬂ;m L
m&%m“, wWen aga miust to and | L
hdmadeld Lt gy



o
Gerry Quinn

Camogie chiefs have deferpet
the draw for deciding the All-
Ireland senior championship
quarter-finals, following ap-
peals by both Clare and Dub-

kin,

Last week, it was confirmed
that a Clare victory over
Derry, in Ennis, on Sunday,
would result In a coln toss
with Dublin, to decide which
of the two counties woild

to the st eight of the
competition and face Weadord.

The stance sparked a mass-
fye backlash, but Camogle As-
goclation officials insisted
that the procedure was agreed
om by the county boards.

However, in the wake of
Clare's 4-19 to 146 Win, camogie
officlals said the draw would
not take place, as the two
counties had el

Clarp boss, Colm Honan, de-
geribed the background as
Sridieabous... We, as a {eam,
we didn't really dwell on it at
all. We said we have to win
this game. That was the way

wawers looking at it We knew

The Clare and Dublin camogie teams
will learn of their champlonship fate
via a YouTube video this marning.

After the National Transfer Hearing
and Msciplinary Committee (NTHDC)
of the Camogie Association yesterday
ruled out of order the respective
#ppeals of the Clare and Dublin County
Boards against the dectsion to draw lots
o determine who wonld to the
?J;-Iirl::\! and lq m:rter-fl:;ln .- the

trslal coln toss has been
schedulnd for ;

A leading Clare County Boeard official
cofifirmed nedther Dublin nor Clare
have baen i.nﬂ;r:&ritﬂamnd the draw at
Croke Park an bearn the oulcoma
wia s YouTube video,

Fresentat GAA H Qforthe drawing of

amogie ‘coin
)ss’ deferred

that the connty board had a
meeling and that they were
going to object to the idea that
i tearm woald go forward on a
toss of a coin, in a champlen-
ship. which we all thought was
pretty ridiculons. So our con-
cern really was the victory
here. But, 1 Eliﬁpﬂﬂ, in fair-
meas, al the back of sur minds
vwas the ktea that, after all our
efforts, they cotlld still toss a
coin. o Clare County Board
have appealed that decision
and 50 have Dublin, so we will
walt to hear the result of that™.

He added: “The rule was
very ambiguous in i3 intey-
ﬁelau:m. I was leoking cang-

Iy, myself, and it said it
could be looked at as total
number of goals scared would
be the deciding factor, or, i
there wasn't any significant
differance, that the toss of a
eoin would ke the last thing.
Hopefully, hf Monday even-
ing, there will be some kind of
resclution, to the whole prob-
lem and we have asked the
girls to train on Toesday and
Thursday of neaxtweek,™
Honan sakd. i AR

lots will be the Munster chairman
James Moynihan, Leinster ehatr
Rachel Hogan and Ard Comhairle
secratary Marie Kearney, The drow
will be recorded and uploaded fo the Ca.
mogie Association’s YouTube account,
Wi are obviously not happy with
how this issue is being resolved and we
arg very unhappy with the manner in
which the coin toss is being conducted
and how neither county will be pres-

ent,” said a leading Clare official,
Clare and Dublin drew when they
met in Group 2 and finfshed level on
points after the former's defeat of Derry
at the weekend. With scoring
ﬂ;flli':.rrim;:s rl.il:nllI lakﬂetntn- mi::nu mnt
i a1 rules, a8 ooln toss

tifled

was lden by top-brass as the sole
means to solve the :
The Clare County bodped their

Wexford wait to learn opponenits

) |

as coin-toss furore dragson

e

Wexford mre just five days oul from

Liberty Insurance Senjor [!amu-giz
quarter-final against an opponent still
unknown, as the Dublin-Clare coin-toss

mulmwr:ydm%tm.
Clare and Dublin drew when they

met in Group 2 and finished lovel o
points after the former's derﬂ-alufmrr;
at the weekend. With scoring differ-
ences not taken into account under
competition rules, a coin toss was the
anly means gﬂvf;hu ;
However, we appealed those
predetermined procedires and. though
Dublin keivie vet (o lodge their appeal in
full, they are expected to follow suit
today, after which a decision should be
fortheoming from the Camogle Associ-
ation, either late today o fomorraw,
The Camoghe Association yesterday
rovealed the fixture list for a quarter-

final denble-header
at Semple Stadium
next Sunday, with
All-Ireland cham-
plans Cork facin
Tipgerary at dpm
Weadord facing either
Clare or Dublin at
2pm. Officials stated
last weok that both
quarter-finals wold
proceed according to
plan, and there was
no deviation Mrom

ihatseript vesterday,
Mmﬂ ion -
dent Joan O°Flyan
ﬁﬁtmh"m st
precedures were
followed to the lotter
whan guizzed on the
i=gue;

d Dubs to learn coin-toss fate via YouTube

L1 ERaels
appeal against the interpretation of
competition rules, while Dublin
launched an appeal in favour of a mid-
week play-off - the All-Ireland guarter-
final against Wexford is down for
decision this Saturday at Thurles.

A statemont released by the Camopgie
Association last night said both appeals
wire “out of order™ as “appeals are only
acceptable if lodged with the secretary
of the unit directly senior to the body

inst whose ruling the appeal is made
{County Board, Provincial Council,
MNational Education Council, Ard
Chomhairie). (Nobe: The NTHDC 454
sub-committee of Ard Chombairle and
is therefore not senior 1o Ard m-
hairle)."We gave the Camogie Assoi-
.'tmnnkan;:ut o Elmi[ bt thay refiuked
o take it.” added the Clare County
Baoard offieinl P o i

"W do a fixtures review every Oc.
tober,” sabd O°Flynn, "En,ﬂ::tuburjmlg.
there was a discussion about elub aml
county dates — the usual — and thers
was a sounding taken whether we
should avoid play-offs in the event of
teams finishing level in group stagpes,
The proferenice from the warkshop
was, yeah. 50 there was then a process
to find a system for the eliminator, The
system in place was reissued on De.
tober 31 for consultation and there was
no Written dissentors from any counties
il
Comhairle the rullmm:gmxﬂa.thn e

(lare’s Vera Loughnane is chased

Dania Donnelly on Sunday. nmm:
have appealed against a coin-toss to decide
whether they or Dublin will face Werfard in
next weekend's quarter-final,

Dubs and Clare to play off as coin-toss farce solved

Brendan O'Brien

s ot b
: to take part
Inn the championship play-off belated]y
offered to them yesterday h.-i; the
Camogie Association - one which fin-
brought the lengthy saga to an end.
he association, which had
reviously stuck rigidly to the rule
in refusing to countenance such a
move, was forced into an embareassing
climbdown when both counties gave
notice of their intention to withdraw
from a coln toss to decide which of them
wioild proceed fo the quarter-finals.
Dublin manager Shane O'Brien last
week described the g:nned Process as
disrespectful” and the Wormen's Gaelic
Flayers Association (WPGA) had called
on the Camogie Association to find
another means of dectding the matter.
The Impazge first arose after the

completion of the h hich
ﬁ!#ﬂdﬂhjﬂ&“'qmgﬂaml on

three polnis aplece In Group 2 after
their respective doefeats of Derry and a
draw in their head-to-head. With points
difference not taken inte account, the
dreaded coln toss was the only oplion,
The Fallout sinoe has been immensa,
creating what has been one of the
h t breakout stories of the summer
and one that has spréad far beyond
Gaslle Games, but & resolution was fin-
ally fortheoming with the news they
would be offered a mesting in Semple
Stadinm this Saturday at ;
Extra-time will be played if reguired.
The winners will have just 48 hours
or =0 to recover and readjust for the All-
Ireland quarter-final meeting with
Wexford, which has now been put back
from Sunday to the Monday in the same
Thurles venie, The meeting of Cork
and Tipperary will go ahead as
schaduled on the Sunday.
Dublin Camogie secretary Breandain
O Cuipeair told the frish Exeminer that
while the short turnaround was “far

from kdeal”™ the overall reaction among
players, management and officialdorn
was relief that “common sense" had

pravailed,

Shane O'Brien, manager of the Dub-
lin senior camogie feam, echoed that
when speaking on FM1M radlo yester-
day evening and the gendral responss
on social media — which has been alive
for days with debate about the contni-
versy - followed the same lines.

“Wa are just delighted that it will all
be decided out on the field by the girls
themselves,” said Clare camogie chale
Orla Considine, “What [ would hope
new Is that peeple row in behind them
now that they know what they have had
to go through to get there. "

Camogie Association president Joan
O'Flynn was left defending what was
seen by most to be the indefonsible,
though she mads the poing that just one
county had spoken out against the coln
toxs when the rules were belng drafted
im Bt 2004,

O'Flynn, speaking yesterdoy evening
on RTE"s Drivetime show, also made
the point that a desiee to improve the Iot
of the regular club player around the
country was a diving force behind the
decision at the time.

ot the conniry we have far
more club plavers than inter-county
plavers. The first principle that those
warkshops made was to prioritise and
rebalance the calendar towards elub
fixiures and one of the ways of doing
that was to avoid playoils in the 2015
spason."

However, she did accept that deci-

sions made in winter SOTTE-
times take on 8 different "EJI“ i Elae
heat of & summer champlonship.

Shane ﬁ"lrim:ﬂlf‘l'.lullh manager last
week descrlbed the planned coin toss
mu'ﬁmﬂﬁi
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CAMOGIE: Liberty Insurance All Ireland Senior Championship Quarter Final Preview

Alltodofor Tipp againstrebelettes

TIFFERARY will renew rivalry with
Cork this Saturday with a place in the

gemi=finals of the All Ireland Chams=
ptonshipat stake,

This will be the second time in
eleven weeks that both sides come
fice to face. In the Munsyer final last
May, Cock, the reigning All-Ireland
champions just squeezed by Tipper=
ary with one point Lo spare.

However, Cork will be much
stronger from that clash with star
laddies Rena Buckley, Briege Cotkery
and Julia White back in the fiold.

The rivalry berween the two sides Paddy

spans back over manmy years with the
Leesiders for far too often taking the
spoils in recent times in particular.
However, Tipperary defender Mary
Ryvan believes that history won't
count for anything this Saturday.

“There is great old rivalry there, as
far back as | can remember we were
bisreling with Cork teams in Mun-
ster,” sald the Moncygall native.

"Bt we're in o new era now and 1
don't think that history holds any
fears for us

“Cork will be favourites as currenc
champions but we know what we are
capable of and | certainly beliewve we
can overcome them this time ™,

Reflecting on the Munster final
loss, Byan who is a rescarch & de-
velopment engineéer based in Gort,
Co. Galway, feels the tram will take
a o1 Froem thar garme into the quarter
final.

“It was such a close game and to
come out on the wrong side of those
battles is tough. But it was a great
game, a-great performance, and we
toek a lot of positives from It” she
=akd.

The centre back, who missed out
on a 2004 All-Treland medal when
Joanne Byan captained the side to

BURGESS/DUHARRA

Cawsnty Toams: Batl of lsck to the play-
g3 and management of the Tipperary
Somor cameio ponel thay sné plinsng
Couk in bhiy All-lrotanid guiarber Gnal next
Satumchiny

Well daivs te Caalliftibonm. Fiona and
Emily who were meemibiers of thie counly
LFI4 tenm thal won the Munsier cup and
reached tha blite final,

Bubbic Soccer: Thanks B all whe sup-
pediod ol Bubble Soccer fundeassing
event. This was a groat sucoess. Special
than ks bo 50 wha helpsesd ot on Ehag iy

Sanlor; Hand huck o odir Senkar 1eam who
WeTe narmoraty bealen by Clanmadnios
from By i the linsl of e Mursber
Lieague st woek, This toegh mabch was
wery fosnd preparation for the tpooming
champhonahip.

Recant Matchas: Both our LIENO0S amd
L35 played Shannon Bovers recently.
Wl done bo all ineoheed!

KILRUANE MACDONAGHS

Under £2: Possible praclico gami ihs

weeh. There will mose defalls at training
on

CORK
‘I“

TIPPERARY
Sempse Sad|um. Thorkes

THiTieer

Rufor oo Ry CHER g )

their 5th All Ireland victory in six
years, had her “dream come true”
when she was invited to join the
senior panel in 2005 under manager
McCormack but an All Ireland
meedal still ehudes her.

Because of her experiencs, Macy
Ryan, along with Joanne Byan still
hanee a lot to offer in terms of expe-
ence towhat i5 a very young Tipper-
ary panel.

Tipperary have shown a gradual
improvement in form this season
under the management team of
Erian Boyle (Drom & Inch), Sarah
Devane (Ballina), Tim Maher (Bur-
gess/Duharra) and Ken McDonald
{Moneygall), They fnished second in
their group, defeating Derry, Dublin
and Clare, with the only loss against
a high flying Kilkenny.

Despice only fnishing thisd in theix
group having suffered losses to Gal-
wiy and Wexford, Cork will hold
nothing back as they aim (o retain
the O'Dulfy Cup.

However, Tipperary are under no
proessure and have nothing to lose at
this stage but it would be a massive
step forvaed if they can pull off what
would be Tipp’s biggest champlon-
ship win since reaching the 2006 All
Ireland final.

Tipperary will necd to ensune Cotk's
diadly free wtaker Orla Cotter isn't
given 1o many opporiunites while
they also need 1o lessen the influence

hape a5 many peopks a5 possible will go
to suppart Ehem.

Uredier 15/ Trainkng on Thiarsoay
ovening in Ardcroney frem 3-8 pam,

intermediate: The challenge game fiooed
Tosr B vedakend wis cancellad, The girts
are now i preparing for The Girst round of
ihir champlonship on Sth August.

Under 13114:; Traning Thursday evening
in Ardcroney from 7-8pom, U3 played
BairgpesaDaitsierd b Kicoleman on Mon-
day cvening

LG#3: The match fxed for Boavisolagh
wark Called off due 1o & bereavement. This
pgame sghoukd Be neduced Tor Uhis wsek,

KNOCKSHEGOWNA

Champloniship: The champlonshio starts

uardian.ie

The Tipperary Senlor Camogle panel that will take on Cork inthe All ireland Quarter Final this Saturday.
PHOTO: ROSE MANNION

of Katriona Mackey, Rena Buckley,
their captain Aisling Thompson and
Briege Corkery who are all top play-
ers and Tipperary will need to be
competitive to the very end, some-
thing they were unable o do in the
Munster final, losing momenium
over the last quarter.

Saturday’s game is withour doubr
& big ask from the young inexperi-
enced Tipperary side regardless of
the opposition.

“At the end of the day we're going
into an All Ireland Quarter Final so
at this stage you're not going 1o get
anything casy so you'd have 1o be
prepared for any draw you get ™ addecd
hiary Byan.

Following & busy spell of four games
in a5 many weeks, Tipperary will
welcome the two week gap into this
Saturday's gquarter final to freshen

themselves and are expected to be at
full strength, led by captainand chief
scorer Cait Devane.

Mary Byanisurging ablg home sup-
port to take advantage of the game
being in Semple Stadium as they look
1o book a semi-final against Galbway,

“I's definbvely a huge boost po s all
Lo see supporiers attend matches. We
had very close games in the group
stages and ivs amaring how atmos-
pheere can swing things in those sim-
ations. We'd ask everyone o do their
beest b0 comie out and Suppdrt us on
the 158, It would cenainby mean a kot
1o us allas aream” she said.

Tipperary panel: Cdit Devarne, Er-
eena Fryday, Sarah Frday Clodagh
Quirke, Courtney Evan (Clonouloy/
Rogsmaore), Boisin Howard, Orla
McEniry (Cahir], Louise McLowgh-

lin, Brid Quinn (Silvermines),
Caoimhe Bourke, Ann Eviston, Liz
Hogan, Aoife McGrath, Joanne
Eyan (Drom & Inch), Karen Fox,
Shauna CQuirke, Ciannait Walsh
{Eire Qg Annacarty), Orla OFDwyer
(Cashell, Gemina Grace, Caoimhe
Maher, Clardha Maher (Burgess/
Duiharra), Mary Eyan, Mairead Tee-
han (Moneygall), Sabrina Larkin,
Aoife McLoughney (Shannon Rov-
ers), Alice Fogarty, Karen Kennedy,
Andrea Longhnane (Thurles Sars-
Jelds), Roisin Cahill (Kilreeane Mac-
Donaghs) Keely Lenihan (Newport/
Ballinahinch}, Nicole Walsh (Borris-
fMeigh), Lorna O"Dwyer (Holycross/
Ballycahilll, Megan Eyvan (St Cro-
nan’s), Caoimbe Kennedy (Lorrhal,
Julie Ann Bourke (Toomevara),

Tlnp-arw Hn.ﬂer“ A tearn were the winners of the Munster biitz in Waterford last weekend, defeating Cork in the
final.

NENAGH EIRE OG

Ulinelier 13 This tearm plagsesd Ballina on
Flonday in the Summer League semtfinal
in The Ragg. We did not hive the resull
ol 1he Game ak the time of geing 1o press.
Chascik orur social maedia sites dor the result

at 2320pm.

Bag Packing: We wish tolhank all vol-
untecrs wio halped with our bag packing
B (e veagkoand ansd 12 all who so kanaly
donabdd, Your support B very much ap-
preciated by everyone in the chah.

Tipperary: Wel don to (e Tipperary

15 Eire Ok were represenied by Hazel
MeAuliffe. Meawe Coffey, Niamb Sheridgan,

Eimar Ryan Carcine Broswne and Rachel
&lonnor, Thelr et AT b AgAiNEL
Duibden nen Sunday,
Thei: Lil's played in Dungasvion snd we
were represanted by Katle, Ella and Lucy

LG sida which had & comprehenthve
wiln ooy Whexload im e All Bredand
champéardhip ol e weskind, 216 Lo

while the U113 played

Ao, Sarzi N S L

sl

Wednesday evening.
Tipperary: Best ol luck 1o Boisen and the  with a1 hemae in Ballingarry on Sonday,
Tippesrary Seniod CAmogee beam im the Sib Akigaast ab Tpam o] 51 Oranen's,
All-brdand guarter final next weekend. We  Roscrea.

Undier 18: Bast wiihes to il side who
pliy Mewport/Ballinkhingh in the Sumsmer
League semi-final in The Ragg this Frday
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It: A

valuable
lesson learned

members and the
sense of injustice felt by the
Clare and Duhlin deams.

We were happy that a
relatively fair decision was
eventually in
offering the {wo teams a
play-off {in Thurles this

It iz far from the ideal

Wmi'ﬁ outcome, with the winner
months since the frcing a 48-hour turnaround
launch of the to an AllIreland guarter-
Women's Gaelic Player | final, but given the circom-
Association, gstances and the fact the
Working with players, wias met with
students, administrators, agrecment from thie players
SpOnSOrs, pariners and many involved, we wern: kappy o
in the sporting commumity on mmh,lnlhhithm
behalf of our 1,000 members and Dublin players,
has so far proven to hea by their coundy
ronndly pesitive endeavour. boards, thelr supporters,
But the time hasalsobrena | fellow and the WGEA
leairming curve. made a hugely significant
Player welfare has been af stand for the right reasons,
the core of our activities, that could and
by the findings | should be & landmark
al the Make Things moment for female Gaolic
Better' study and feedback Eames,
firom our player As o result, :hwepl}aym
tative workshops. To | willdecide the fate of their
reitorate, B5% of players train | own seasons on the Geld of
five times a week, 23% often | play, the minimum any
mmmﬂmﬂfﬁr %Wﬁmﬁaﬂhﬂu
S iry oxpenaes ancl 78 felt and while we are still
wolfare jssues were not | working towards official
catered for, Teco I:ij;m?pm Iy “I!::;h
Plavers indicated the chief ns.
m—]mur‘ﬂ:rnﬂwreqim a positive role to play and
tative group would be | want to be invelved in
establishing minimum decision-making and dealing
standards across with such issuees in future,
squads, followed by {(Z) Rﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬁnﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂm
increasing media coverage of players will lead to
and (3) emotional/wellbeing | decisions, swifter resolutions
&1 and ultimately, contribute
gmeqmuy.w haveset | towards protecting the status
out to improve thtﬂﬂﬂ;‘ LT JEERITHES. .
pxperience on and off We will try to provide
of play. and to promaote our positive, solutions-based
games through their flagship input when it comes (o futore
product; clite county players. Mony of these Lie
To achieve thise alme, we ahead, most imminently a
have sought to work g‘anhﬂduhnfﬂ.xmm_ o
callaboratively (whether ks Ladies Football and
or through our Camogie players on
plavers) with all those | 15 Player welfare
v im our and. our central concermn and we
fully contribu- mmmmaw:
fion made by evervone | solut e d.uu.]:'mrm_
e eyt the | “™*Ifis struply ot safe to ask
financial and practical | ourtop players io play two
faced by top games and travel beiwesn
grade, fomale county squads. | different venues on the same
Meetings with both the .
lﬂ[aﬂh&i‘mtbﬁ]] Dm‘wrkm*mldn?
Associations proved | Things Better’ is only at &
constructive and hwmm”pw
our shared ohjectives. hawve in parti .
Of course there have beenn | from our 1,000 members, the
challenges, DODe MOTe S0 GPA, our first commercial
than in the kst few davs with PwC, and WGEPA hero
the storm of controversy supporters Skechers, has
which developed following our
the news that camogie cin be made.
officials looled set to draw It has been especially
lots to decide whether Clare | encouraging to see our
or Dublin would contest the Nﬂﬁﬂm together for
quarter-final, their collective good and the
. However the camogie | good of their game; challen-
R o, v | O itia 8 wi et
it
ol change, there cannot be

ming bac

decision made in a meating
room some months ago, It was
a eraxy kdea in the first plivce
and, to be fair to the 5
that be, this was acknowl-

.

years old. 1 suppose there will
always I:na_u'_?js. and downs in
any 0,
nmdw alternoon,
Clare and Dublin had

Camogie protests pay

Epnﬂ.'l Editor Seamus Hayaes

THE strong prodesia from the Clare amd

Drublin camogic boards have paid off and

the countics will go head-to-head in g

lay-off gamie a1 Semple Stadium on this

turdiy ol Zpm,

Extra-time will be played if necessary
andd the winpess of the game will retumn
to the Thurles venue on Monday (o
play Wexford in a quarierdinal game
in the All-Ireland  Senior Camogie
Championship,

A lewrer sent to the -Clare and Dublin
bourds ot lunch-time on Wednesday
statedl, I b el Tt Lo break the current
impasse regarding progresion (o the
All-Ireland  semior  quarter-final,  Ard
Comhairke of the Camogie Assocmiaon
has decided that Clare and Dublin b
offered a play-off game with extra-time
on Siturday in Tharles at 2pm and the
winpers play Wexford on Monday, venue
and time o be confirmed and extea time
also o apply™,

Earlicr on Wednesday, both the Clare
and Drublin boards had stromgly critleised
the associntion's haisdling of the afiair
simce Clare's win over Derry on Sumilay

with just one to go through o the quarier-
finals.

The association's inaigtence that g
draw {foss of a coin} would delermine
who would propress drew hug\:,: cralicEsm,
ok just [rom the countics invalved, but
from the participants and followers of
other sports. Up untll lunch-time on
Wednesday, the camogie authoritics had
refused 1o change their stance,

Clare camesgie public relations offieer,
Brid MceMNamara, webcomed the decision
saving she was delighted thar “codmmaon
sense hns prevadled ™,

“Let the teams decide whs will PO SRS
an the feld of play.” she told The Cliere
Charspien on Wednesday allernoon,

Earlier on Wedsesday, the Clare
County Comaogse Board had acoused the
association of demonstrating “their wiler
conlempd and disdain or every player
and member of 1he psocetion™,

In a strongly worded siatement, the
board withdrew the county’s nam< from
the proposed codn foss b delerming i
Clare o Dublin would progress (o the
quarter-final.

The Dublin Camogie Coumy Board
hind taken a similar decision. Speaking to
The Clare I'ﬂ]u.lupéfm. Duhblin chairman
Pzt Martin said, “We are still boping that

commmon sende will prevail. The rule was
never designed 1o throw somebody sul of

‘n competition™,

In their @atemenl, Clire asked, ¥ How
can @ governdng sponing body jusiify
by any IL:_F.'!: the drawing of Iois {coin
loss}iio dete

wins truly bizarre.

at there wouldn'

rmine: progression in the

r-fimal bsut the idea

‘FAMAIHEL

B Clare Camogie’s protosts have carned the Indien a play-all against Dublin
put thems l=val oo p"g.“l_.; with Dubdin, Batwrdny, with the quartor-final o go ahead an Manday. -

chompionship?  Clare  Camogie  has
withdrawn from the drawing of beis, a
decigion thal was not taken lightly and
may have senious repercussions for the
fulure of these players”™,

“Clare Camogie denanmds miore respect
for its plavers and administrators than
whit is being levelled a1 them by the

Camogie  Associalion  officals,” the
stilement  coplmnoedk. “Fixiores  wd
siruetures are devised by commiines.

rotificd  and  implemented by Ard
Chombhairle. Counties do nol vole on
these, There is no avense 1o guestion this
dcision-making as Ard Chomhairle hold
the fimal sy on all matters, The decision
by Ard Chombairke not to adjedicate on
the metil of appeals ldgied, shows the
conlempt with whisch thie lover unils of
14 assocenivon are held™,

The Clire staiement noted, “The mpsel
amd mental angeish thin has been forced
wpon players by the associatbon, will have
decp  and I|1|'.||;: lasting  repercussions.
Floyers nre  incomselable  and (el
I'h.'“‘l'l.}'l\.'\'lj. For i association mdl,'rq'p.'u ]
leam b apporiunity 1o advanes o meril
i= inELIﬂl|!lr|:|lulL"Ci:|1|ﬂ anél mndelenable.
How can our most valuable assei, our
players, be degraded pnd misireated
Iike this? This is a regressive step [or the
assockation and will be of detriment, not
only to Clere and Dublin, but o camagis
oq the whole.

“The Edsocidivon has _p:lv.wl;l up an
opportunity 10 sddress this ases by aot
rJ.::lIi:nz: wilth the jll‘r!'h:il.'h of both Clare
and Dablin. Thas, in choosing not (o do

- Camogie loses the plgt

l1 THE CAMOGIE cokn-toss saga

wias ncredible,
Fw::wn‘tﬂn 13

In thee endd, it was a association say “we ma
Irish solution to a pro of mﬂﬁ;ﬂ{mm?ﬂi
their owen making, Forty eight a5 COMmE on
hours 't enou I'HHEH leaps and bounds, es
winners of the to
prepare for an All-iretand

thea

m camogie's low ebb

sy, they have lelt it 1o Clare and Duoblin
to up-hold the sporting integrity of the
assacnahon,” the stviement concluded,

Draw last time out
ensures a close tie

WHEN Clare and Dublin clashed in the
carlier round of the competition, it eénded
M -8 each. Dulslin sooring @ brase of
powtls iy six el o kall minutes of ojury
timie to carn e draw,

There was eontroversy at thal lime
abso, as the game clashed with the Clare
Ladies Football Munster Intermedinge
final. Four players, Carol O Leary, Aoife
kheane, Adlsh Copsidine aml Emma
O Dinscoll, are pan of both panels, They
|.||;'r5h.'|J 1o play the foothall Anel and missed
oul o the camogie fixture.

They have since returned to actien
with the camogie (eam and should be
available for Spurday’s pame, However,
thiy will aleo be in action on Friday when
this lndies play Limeriek in the football
qu:LIiliul. o game scheduled for Kilmihil
al Tpm.

Indeed, they may well have to play three
games i less than four days, &s victony
over Dublin on Spiurday will mean a
camuogie quarter-final on Monday

For now, the focus for the camdgbe
Plavers % o F;il'!lu’l.‘il.}'.h lixtiire when
they will be looking 1o h%ﬂmm.
Orlaiih Duggan, Sharon n and
Chioe Marey 1o inspere therm (o viclory.

DUIGNAN

minutes later and 1 can only
fmagine the raplurous
e on they will receive.
The Friends of Dublin
Hurling (FODEH) will be there
too to lemd their support, They

in the cold light of day.

accepted the offer of a play-off.

Camogi couldn't believe my eyes [ wish it had been sorted
= when I read the statementon  earlier theugh without the

Tuesday a draw would be furore. | know the winners
One of the best things to come  made on Wednesday morning — will line out again on Monday
out of this week's 'coin toss’is  on  YouTube. It was so  against Wexford and a 48-hour

everyvone and their mother
know Clare and Dublin are
playing in Thurles this
afternoon.

The story made headlines,
even around the world, with
mostof the comments directed
al the Camogie Association.
g I am relieved the
n is resolved and that
il have moved forward, [ was
A bt underwheimed at the

i by the whole experience.
ing a coinor drawing
luts

i

' aiild fover have been
red an option to deckle
the futnre of any team. To me,

I e e i T et i i

disheartening. [ feared much
of thie good work being dona by
the association woulbd be bost,
And I felt bad for the wha
train and play, week in, week
out. Because these are the
ponths to be enjoyed, when
yvou know you are getting
nearer tho big September
prize _

They say thare is no such
thing as bad publicity. Fair
enough, but it is how you
handle it. By now, we have
hieard both sides amd my mind
is more at cage that we have a

favourable suteome. The
Framumele A ceaciafinm 92 i1

turnarcund is nof ideal,
howover somae compromiss
had to be macde, and tme was
running out.

The story must now be
parked and the action must
roturn to the field of play
Tom Semple's [iold whers
Dublin and Clare (2pm) will be
Followed by Cork and
Tipperary at 4pm,

It was ironic, In a sense,
Dublin were so much in the
pows because they haven'
been in the lmelight for some
fime, They have made huge
sirldes under new manager
Chaaan (FRrien (his saasoi.

The Cuata man and his
management are putting inan
enormous effort and it has
given the champlonship a
massive 1i|t'l 1o see them
compete again,

Dumlu asaistant RO Gerry
(rSullivan says the st time
the Dublin camogie (8am

Shane O'Brien:
Dublin have
made huge
qtrides under
their new
manager this
$EAZON.

laved in Semple Stadinm was
:purainst the hiomme side i 2008,
That isa long time ago and a
lemgthy wall to get hack there.
[t wondd have been such & pity
had they heen denied thal
opportunity, Clare are Tirst
oul onto the pitch today
followed by Dublin a fow

have joined up with Dublin
Camogle to organise a bus io
the Tipperary venus. Mow,
isn't that o positive spin, the
ecounty eallying behind thoir
team, Players like Lowise
0*Hara is wearing the Sky
Blue jersey for over twWo
decades, She is probably ene
of the fow Dubs whe lned oul
in Thurles all of those elght

sars A0,

ﬂl::lsuaily. this colomn
reviews the i;ii‘hu‘{

Ellnuhlmhti key playars an

attempts to pick winners, But,
Wi n:]uiln]n‘{ﬁnhms over whal
happoned this weeks Folnts
difference, 1 hope, will be the
preferred cholee if noeds be
nexl vear. Thon agalisn
mistake is only a mistake
you don't bearmn from iE



ALL-IRELAND SERIES

Linda
Mellerick

Liberty Insurance All-lreland sen-
jor quarter final: Cork v
Semple Stadium, Saturday, d4pm.

DESPITE the distractions over the
past week involving Dubling, Clare amd
thir camogie aszaciation, Cork and Tip-
#ml':rir have had to deiach themselves
1 in one sense and concentrate on
their own quarter-final e tomorrow.
While sympathetic to their connter-
parts hoth management (eams ware
whi to not got involved at least untii it
wis abslutely necessary to do so (I
that was thelr intentlon at all) and
focus on their job in hand,

It's a risky & for Carl tomirrow,
MNatwithstanding the fact that they are
without Bena Buckley, the injured
Emer O°Sullivan, and Gemma 0'Con-
nor hasn't been well all woek, and
Cork face a Tipperary side full of ciar-
rent momentum,

Having falled to win a single cham-
pionship game last season Tipp

i seood in their group
wilhme wins from four.

Again it muost sakd that they werent
in the toughest of groaps and they cer-
tainly aren't pobtential All-Ireland
winners but l[:l (]3] Ig a bll:':ga{:\e in
evory team and consldering Cork's re-
tiremsents in addition to the abowve ab-
sontees the remalning leaders from
2014 will need to show up in Semplo
Stadium o Cork risk an exit.

A cnee pednt victory for Cork in the
hMunsier final in May will undonbeedly
Eive Tip confidence,

Cork lined out without Rena Buck-
ley and Brelige Corkery dus once again
to a clash with the ladies footballers.

They have just Brelge back for fo-

MOTTO.

That duy in Cashel show Cork sirike
only three peints from play, two from
their Ingide forvard line of Katrina
Mackey and Joanne Casey and one
from Oria Cotter who also cantributed
nine polnis from firees, Cork winning
i a score of 12 podnts to 11,

Certainly the scoring totals both for
and against have significantly de-
creqsid in the past year or so for Cork
g lherrptrrsmnm with their defensive
style of play. It certainly doesn’t do
thelr inside forward line any favours
and a8 pames progress fewer and fower
Cork fi dire Scoring.

Were it not for the seemingly dell-
cale nature of camiogic at the hinds of
the majority of referces nwarding too
many fres and the aceuracy of Cotter,
wa would very likely end up with
single digit tola}Ils at the ond of games.
fI‘hlﬁlﬂ:nms suffering because af it bt
it's all absout winn

Hawving said that, s =tyle hasn't
been working particularly well this
season. It worked for last vear's semi-
linal roplay against Wexford and it
warked in the final against Kilkenny,

But from the outsot this seasan their

wver carrying of e ball into trouble,

Rebels will have too much fire

Liberty Insurance Inter- two, were Galway to defeat CAMOGIE Megan Carr know th il their it adr

mediate Champlionship; mﬁ%nnﬁﬂmmﬂﬂgﬂ?ﬂ - uiﬁm l?l'l i :;m.1-||:t:|a-11rcﬁ1'Ir 'Els- thair lgifdg;r:n- in’EJH’L’E
i Mewman % et - :
g, mAE eyl Sl 3 e vy P s
sfield s {Cor want to finishtop  forty seven points and four Cork will be hoping not Fort it 1-
Sunday Aug 2, 2.30pm. of the group and not be tiedon  goals has them way out in  loge plavers to m:pmnﬁnruam: win gam,nﬂh:uﬂlsu:é“gliﬁ
; top with Meath were they to Emnmﬂwmﬂn: averages.  that play Tipperary on Satur-  and they ane ous.
With their semi-final spot al- * lose out to Galway and heath Galway need to win thisene  day a victory will see them Cork Bave been hugely im-
1I"¢-'id!-’ secured Cork play host | defont Woxford. and they will travel to Cork at  nicely placed with a hard sem) preszive to-date but this is the
E;ﬂ Guhlmmhf gide whose hopes Cork have enjoyed a splen- full strength given that thelr  final to come against either one where they need to be at
of grabbing a semi-final spot  did campaign and woundd beox-  Senior ai have alveady se-  Kildare or Wate thair best, and with the Under
rests on petting a good result  pected on form to hold to  cured thelr sem final spod they Under 16 B All Ireland

and that the result of the
Miath versus Wexiord clazh
goes thedr sy,

rk are qualified on six
ints T their

cols with four, -
ols our, { Ewagi

Alliraland B0C Orp 1z Cork 240
o 18 oions ot .

Grp 2 i 1- 10 Wikertard 4.11;

s 4 Sotcome
Ay

'l:lﬂ'ﬁ 1-8 Carlow 015
LE-

o
SRCT
e
211 Dty B4, Db 3071

much strength for a Galway
side that lost out Wexford and
Meath and defeated Down,
“This seasen
Impressive notching up big
scores in all outings to date
and an impressive tally of

Cork forward Jennifer Hosford challenged by Wexford defender

Murray’s
side need to’
keep focused

vomorrew against Tipperary at Semple Stadium

the handpassing, the inaccurate dis-
tritattion and fornovers has at tHmes
been mu'cﬂr frustrating.
I a senitence [ wrobe in my re-
t aftor the Monster final; that one
It almest thankful with live televi-
sion that Tipperary hard-
ing to the game. Gemma O'Connor,
one of the bost daliverers of lang ball in
the game at one point careled the ball
knto the middle of the field. Her pass
was intercepted and Tipperary
pointed.

At midffeld and in their half-forward
line Cork continued this style of play
and it afforded Tipp time to frack back,

By the end of the first-half five of Tip-
perary's forwards had scored from
kay. Cait Devane was causing a lot of
amage, drifting ot around the &0
metre mark and picking off some
I-l:r'l-'cl?; scares, while Sarah Fryday was
also hugely impressive at corner for-
I approciate that Cork cndured a
I of prominent ts mnd
the system mayhe Bn't lowing as well
as kgt year, Bat I don't at this sia
feal that is where the preblem truly
lies. It was proven against Wesford
that this system, by and large, has run
its course. Toams are now beginning to

Cork are hugely

will battle to the finish to
reach the last four, The ex-
enced Tara Hutledge and
rraine Coen will provide
lenty of leadership whilst
inadh Walsh, Eimear O
Donowan, Marie Farrell and

Champlonship

Aug 2.2pm.

Auc.

10 fﬁ’l

$tacey Redmond at Riverstown. The Rebels will need to keep their focus

power for Galway

Cork v Dublin; Naomh
Feregrine, Blakestiown
Sunday

With two wins and a draw bo

Ficture :Dis Barry

counteract it and we must react.

When Wexford packed midfield in
the final group game recently and
picked off scores from outside, Cork
strugplid. 'I;h:ﬁrl-:rl'l thair g% defendars
i position & twen had snuck off 1o
the loo it wouldn't have been noticed
such was their involvement. Cork
raﬂndlnamrel'rumﬁaymmnmnd
half and surely that is again a red flag.
At senfor inter-county level that
should never happen.

Cork you would expect, with enough
tenacily, should take Tipperary tomar-
row and advance to the semi-final bt
it's also polng to need sorme air,

16 A zide already safely
through to the last four, the in-
centive i huge to join them.
It will be hard away from
home but lagt weskend s




Daragh O Conchuir

All-Ireland senior chamjdons
Cork rud:ﬁm power-

&ECn parfori-
anee to retirn o the semi-fin-
als after a 2-17 to 0-10 victory
over Tipperary in Thurles on

Cork only had a point to

when the teams met ln

ge Munster final and this was

just as tight in the first half,

with the goal just before the

[nterval from Amy O°Connor
o critical turning point.

Calt Devane continued her
sharpshooting form of the
campaign with five points,
augmented by contributions
from Mairéad Teehan and
Gemma Grace that looked
likely to give Tipperary the in-
terval lead.

Ashling Thompson, Orla
Cotter, Orla Cronin and Julia
Wiite all kept the Leesiders In
tonch just two points down
before 'Connor made it 1-6 to

Paudie Murray's outfit

roaresd aut of the traps in the

gecand half and a goal from
Katrina Machey pushed theem
O eperary had Brid Quinn
PeTArY

sent off for a second yellow
card soomn after and ﬂmﬂ

talised on the numerical ad-
vantage, with 0'Connor in
particular causing carnage,
while Mackey and Briege
Corkery also ralsed white

flags.

Devane scored Tipp's only
two points in the second half
and not even the kate dismissal
of Gemma O'Connor, also for a
second yellow card, could de-
ritll the champs. :

" hile, Duoblin's prog-
13 Shane O°Brien con-

B Acife Kenne (top) sooren the first geal of the game, while Chles Mo-

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmummmwmm
Camegie Championship play-off at Semple Stadium.

tinues apace with the Blues
coming out on top in Satur-
day's Group 2 play-off with
Clare at Semple Stadinm to se-

Photographa by INPHO Rynn Byme

cureE a spot in the Liberty In-
sUran :ﬁ :rn:inr camagie
quarter-final,

They play Wexford at Mot-

Phcture: hagt Browne

watch Cullen Park today
tzamu result of thrilling
ansd v-fought 1-11 b 0-12
vietory over the Banmer girls.

Elaza
Derry

a4-18
16

AS the controviersy raged on

bowing gl work

The 2013 All-Star picked
up her fisst poink from play
of ithe minth misute  fol-
from

Cork cruise after interval

Clare settbod better initiall
and, with the akd of the winsd,
moved into o three-poaint lead
in four minutes with a couple
of scores from Chloe Motey
beok-ending Eimenr KEelly's
neat effort. Dublin needed
gome of their experienced
heauds 1o show them the way
amd it was 36-vear-old Loolse
O'Hara who infused them
gtlh ennﬂﬂ:ﬁu lwhr:n Erah-

ng a shxth minute after

Eﬁ'i:h:‘m
ning

Fan .

A buoyant Dublin quickly
maovid ahead thanks to a point
from Sarah O'Donovan and
extendod that advantage via
Fanning.

Emma O Driscoll stopped
the rot but Kohoa's riposte
was splendid, with o wonder-
Tl point from out wide.

T upped the ante though
and, alter Morey forced Sile
Mic Coliir into a superb save,
Colm Horan's charges fired
aver three points without
reply lo get back in front,
thanks to Morey, O Driscoll
and Avife Keane,

Dublin were well in conten-
tion thongh and points from
Fanning and Laoise §uinn,
efther side of ansther Morey
firee genil the sides in level at
Talf time, 0-8 o 1-5,

Denise Lynch had to make a
qulick early save early in the
second hall but it was nip and
tuck for a long while wntil
poinis from Kehoe and All Ma-
guire propelicd Dublin into &
two-point lead.

Clare fought back once
more and, after Andrea
O Keelfe halved the margin,
Morey restored parity with
her sixth point. But it was
Dublin that had that extra
little bit to get over theling
thanks a pointed [reg from
Maguire and an injury-tima

Igl from play by (Eenager

&r.

mdded 1o her accoun with
her first ever goal at senpior
inter-county level, a pass
from Miire McGrath find-

over how the Camogie As-
socintion will decide on how
to choose botween Clare
and Dublin for an All-Ire-
land quaner-final place, the
Clare players focussed on
ensuring that they would re-
main in the hunt by beating
Derry in their final group

ame which went ahead at

sack Park on Sunday.

Having struggled o pul
soorcs on the board duning
theeir :laﬂ'w:rh games, Clare
showed 2 huge mproves
pent in this arca on Sunday,
when their final wally of 4-19
was just threo scorcs short
of their tally in their carlier
three group games.

Derry struggled through-
out and gelting lost on their
way 1o the vense and ar-
riving wilh jusi 16 pligers
didn% help their ciuss,

The Clare team showed 2
mumber of cliances from the
side that had disappointed
againsl  Tipperary  cight
days enrlice. Starting her
firsi championship pame,
Emma CFDriscoll openecd
Clare's account in the first
minute. Chloa Morey saw
her attempt for goal from
a ‘penalty saved before the
Sixmilebridge player point-
ed a fow minutes later

Michelle Caulficld, Derry
opened their account with o
frec from Karen Kiclt in the
tenth minute,

Colm Honan changed
his midlield pairing for this
elash and the move worked
wonders, with both Mdire
McGrath and Rdisin Me-
Mahon poinling im @ Iwo
minute spell.

Apife Keane struck for
the first goal of the game in
the 1B minuie afier Chioe
Morey dispossessed  the
Derry defence and  band-
passed to an  on-rushing
KEeane, who finished to the
net. Clare won the rosulting
puck-out and scnt the shio-
tar hack into Maorey, who
picked up Clare's second
goal in bess than a minutc.

Inagh-Kilnamona's Clare
Hehir worked hard 10 se1 up
O Diriscoll for anoter poin
1o extend Clare’s head to 11,
More mizery wis piled on
the visitors as Chloe Morey
broke the ball through to
Aoife Keane, who stuck the
aligtar to the Derry net with
23 minuies on the clock.

Andrea O'Kecelfe added
another paint for the home
side bul  Derry  replicd
with LW SCOPES M SEC0CH-
sion from Mary Kelly and
Derda O'Knone, O'Keelle

ing her in space and she lore
through the Derry defence
1o send a hlistenng sirike
o Miamh  MoCQuilliam
ren Kiell was on iarget
from a 45" (0 perrow the gap
to 15 poinis at the interval,

Derry were fimt off the
mark nfter 1the resumplion
with Oelaigh Mullen rass-
ing a preen fag, following o
pass from Maric Kelly that
found ber wnmarked with
only Denise Lynch 1o beat,

Dual-stor  Ailish  Consi-
dine showed her football
skills (o all those present in
Cusack Park, as she kicked
Ihe shiotar over the bar off
her right fool with seven
mimutes played,

Clare extended their bead
with scores from Andrea
(¥ Keelfe, Rdisin MeMa-
hon, Keane, Morey and
Loughnane 1o seal the win.

This clash was o repeat of
the 2007 All-Ireland junbor
final where Clare suffered o
heartbreaking 3-12 fo 2-14
defeat, Denise Lynch ansd
Kate Lymch remakn from
the Clare team of 'O7,

Cathal Egan was the nian
in the mihlle for the 07
Alldreland and the Cork
man was on duty at Cussck
Park on Sunday.

Banner hammer Derry
in final group game

Clare: Denise Lynch (Eik
muabayk Aot Griffl (Mo
market-on-Fargus), Corel

Fergus), Emma O°'Connell
(Ballyen): Kate Lynch
{Kilkishan), Calxith Duggan
(Clooney-Ouinh, Clnre Hehir
{Inagh-Kilnamonal, M
BMcGrath (Sixmilobridge,
-1}, Réisin Molahon
{Howmarkat-on-Foargus,

(Sixmilebridge,

Anife Keane ([nagh-Kilna-
moya, 2-1).

Subs: Andres O'Eoaffe
(Inagh-Kilnamaona, 1:Z) for
Eelly. Vema Loughnane
(Feakia, 0-1) for Coulfiald,

, Mle Ol
Derry: Niamh
lian; Bronegh MoGiligan,
Eilis Mi Chabsica, Mar
Moonoy; Eimoar Mullen,
Moabh MeGoldrick (1),
BMaurcen Heneghan (01
Knren Kielt (0-2), Acifo
Shaw, Darvia O'Kana (0-1
Maria Donnolly, Elmeas r-
MeGuigan; Orlaigh Mul=
bon {140, BMnry (-1},
Mniread WMok i
Reforoe: Cathal Egan
i|Cozk). .
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CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

Cork 2-10
Galway 3-12

YOU have to wonder just how
this Galway side fatled to
make it to the semi-finals of
the Liberty Insurance [nter-
mediate champlonship after
they totally outcl Cork.

Unfortunately, the Rebals
played with the attktuda that
they were alveady through to
the Enock-out phase at Blver-
stown yesterday'.

All over the pitch Galway
nsed thelr physical strength to
hnige effect.

Thelr star performer was
Rachel Monaghan, who
notched up nine points, bt it
was her general play that im-
pressed most and she'll sure
feature at seplor level.

Playing with the ajd of the
st wind, Galway had the
Cork defence nnder huge first
half pressure and they led by
four points at the break, 4-8 (o
04, Monaghan led the way
with seven of her sidoe's poinis.

Cork strugegled to break
down the Galway defonce and
had to settle for two Amanda
O'Regan pofnts [com frees and
one each firom Kaitlin Hickey
and Linda Callins.

Cork started the second half
well, Twa fast points were fol-
lowned bi“ Finola Reville goal
as they drew lovel inside seven
minutes, Galway responded,
heoweser, with Elmear O°Da-
novan finding the met twice in
the space of three minuies,

Cark Battbed bo Back into
the contest and t the sides
exchanged points but with
faur minutes remaining,
Midre Farrell drilied & iupesh
sy st
1 put six W
the sides.

Cark battled hard, O'Regan
drilled a close-in free to the
net and Lisa Lynch added a
point but it mattered little as a
strong Galway sutfit held
thedr lead to the finish.

Cork will meet Kildare in
the All-reland semi-final and
big im rﬂ:ﬂnﬁanla will he
i uﬂﬂmﬂnmm
o ke maintaimed
CORK: A Lew: B Muphy, M Okesctls,
Walsh; & Harrengton, 5 Buckloy, H

K Mickey, L Calanan, 5 Fahy,
F Mo, J nm--,- C Sugrus, L Coding,

e J i i G Sau-
T TR
gﬁm Smaad Saohl C
Lm#umncm
bptall, L Swewnay; M Faron,
Stadigid; T Hull-rdpl. L O Mwill, B
hlm.EDm kionaghan,

A

Bk & Fislhons lent E Stadfoee] finf 383,
Reteros: Lu Dirreney (dpnry].

Dublin 3-13
Cork 1-3

The Cork 116 B side failed in
their bid to join the U6 A shie
ahur they lost ol 13 Strong

or & oa
Irublin :ird-tr

méﬁfﬁﬁm

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

Cork
Tipperary

WHEMN the chips are down Cork
are at their most dangerous.

They pruw:d this In no uncertain
manner in Semple Stadivm, Thurles,
on Saturdny as they confidentiy
brushed aside the challe of the
home sbde to advance io the In-
surance All-Ireland senior semi-final
and a mecting with last season's de-
fi=atedd finalists Kilkenny.

‘This was a ‘do ar dle’ encounter and
the pressice to pecform was huge: A
mervous Cork found themselves trail-
ing by five polnts inskile 10 minules of
the throw.in, with a determined Ti
tl:m'nr!ndi]e'urﬂhlug they had ot

Howawer, Cork gradually
gob themselves back into the (1]
aut the deflelt to a point, grabhing a
vital goal just the break to go in
leading by a paint at the interval

On the resumption Cork put the
game bevond Tipp with a second ﬁ
in thee third mintte and when T

r Brid @uinn for a secon
low eard offence Ihenmm;amlurt
wna aver with Cork leading by six
waz Cork's deminance in

[ ur:::nd half they held Tipp to two
points, both from placed . whila
nofching up an im give 246 Teom
play ont of a total of 2-17 over the houar.

Cait Devane converted three early
frees and with Gemma Grace adding
one, Tipp took the & to Cark. Orla
Cronin oponaed their account with a
point but again Tipp came at them as
Megan Ryan somehow got through
three Cork defenders to fire over a

splendid point.
Calt Dewane el & fiees o pt flve
With Bt:t‘"i;;ﬂ mttnr witching
WL ot
from Iﬂ% {he inslde ling
and rofating line ot with plenty

of movement Cork, hitting a purple

patch, hit four points without reply,
Alsling Thompson leading the way

with a range effort, Julia White
twice uu!pn:dng her :rmrl'.ur to land
two and in bebwesn l;mn Cotter split-

ting the posts with a bean
Mairead Techan m‘allad: of a sloppy
clearance o fire Tipp two aheasd

2-17
0-10

again
but Cork were now settled into the-

ame and spreading the ball wide fo
wing they were cousing Tipperary
defence a lot of prablems: Cotter and

Cork defender Pameda Madkey dears her lines as 0ffaly’s Tina Hanmon doses in a recent game.

Dervane traded points before Cork got a
wital paal and credt for this must
:n tn HKatriona lﬂkﬂ}j&ﬂwhﬂ ":.'1“@%
&nd I;L'n

parting mﬂmﬂ'm whu made-
no mistake from close mange to send
mLﬁlemanwu

Katrina Mackey had Cork on level
ane minute into the second half and it
hﬂllll'l. dr.':u:r:llml EHL %ﬂl‘?“ﬁ: Mur-

O k2K a = W
i‘i&' !-" B-I:Eﬂﬂgﬂn:E- but Cork tme-
medjatal_'r wont on the attack.

Orla Cronin®s effort for o paint fell

shart but the Katriona Mackey reactid
wick to finfsh to the net. l',:nrk canii-
ntly added four point without reply.
Cait Devane ted a free but lnl
now Tipperary wers down to 14 and
there was no way back as Cork added
ix to thedr tally.
ith six minutes remaining Cork
lost Gemma O'Connor fora second yel-
lnwcmr: offEnce bt I: mimﬁ.ﬂ :u;ﬂe
a5 Cork were now sim Ti
S
women of Cork restored pride in the
jorsey and gave rebel supporters a

Seorom ior Cork
2.0 Cotter 0-4
‘Wi -2, A

T8y 51 G G
-mm::
1 Cahalara, G

advance to semi

Focture: Dawid Keans,

s K Mackey 1-4, A O'Corngr 1-
-8 -8 ﬁ.ﬂmllﬂ‘.ﬂmwj

ﬂ-?'l:ﬂ-dl.ﬂd-ﬂ.ﬂmﬂ-
-L'ﬂ"ml.ﬁm N Wl
Moy &

P

gh, O Cotor; K Mackey, O Croning J Whino, A
O, HE-MHLn::rq.

ﬂPﬂMF'Ilﬂ- Hn::lr. Gi'l'l-lnlln.-"- EE#I'-
Py, G Graoe: 5 Fraday,

-~

much necded boost. Rwferwa: Ry Koty (Kidare)

‘We knew we'd have to be at our best to beat them'

CORK manager Paudbe Murray was pleased with his CAMOGIE
m;tsrﬁ::l‘fnmnmq%n Thuﬂuud}l:-y recorded & 13- s
padnt viciory ever fipperary Mewrna
“We'ro very happy with the result and delighted to ot L
b in thﬂ:rd This was going to be a one 10 minutes when we allowed them to come at us.

tostlay, any Home we play Tipperary there is Hithe in it
amd W-&Hmwmwmthfhaﬂmhplmrmtmhul

them,” Pauic Murray said.

“They settled quibekly but opce we got to
them we played well,” he said. “We mo
well and played with intelligence and our attiiuds
was superh and we are vory pleased with that.™

Given fhat they lost out to Wexford recently they

had a lot {o prove. “After our recent

Wixlord we were nervous especkally in the oponing

Paudle acknowledged that his shide's second-hall

perfarmancss had not been wp to serateh coming into

with FOnEeEr
v ball Iwmnta—.lnw
“I"'m delighted for
during the week to stand u

Coming up here to Thurles with a I'-'lig Tipperary

erowd hehind them was hard for us bot once we m'!]’:id

.ﬁlw with them ancd npwdml.rnmwutld
mmhupmu

th:rm Ipul.‘ mmtmnnthlm
wasa huge day for them as

display against  onthe more expericnced
their credit answered the call.”

players all the time and to

theey did today amd 0w

and be counted. Today
ey cannaod be depending

ansd it was something they worked hard to

“In uur lagt two second-halfs we simply haven't
played ularly well and this was something we.
again spoke about today in the dressing '

=W wanted our leadors to come to the fore aml.

OREr

Pixem.

he saidd. Today
. work rate was mmmﬁﬁ iz vital to mn:ntadn
Pandic wasn't slow to pobit ot ﬂmdaniﬁle being
531 EVErY giime is a hnge
T plmm-mﬁ
this level for the tima, we ane
tiopbuf today they werse supar

ltnse fn:lr f_':n-rk
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Clare's fatigue proves costly as fresher jl

Dubs finish stronger in tense finale

1-11

CLARE 0-12

EOIN BRENMAN

DUBLIN finally advanced to
tomorrow’s All-Ireland quar-
ter-final against Wexford fiol-
lowing a strong finish to this
winner-takes-all showdown
in Semple Stadium,

After a difficult week in
which both counties with-
drew from the competition
on Wednesday rather than
have to draw lots to decide
the final quarter-final place
after the coanties had finished
level on points and on the
head-to-head, the Camogie
Aszociation finally offered
the appeasement of a play-off.

This game was just as even-
Iy matched as their group
draw, with the sides level on
seven oocasions before Dublin
finally secured victory with
the lixst puck of the game,

Wind-assisted Clare
opened with the first three
points of the game inside five
mimutes through Chiloe Morey
(2} and Eimear Kelly, only for
Dublin to cancel out that
& minute later in a slick move
involving Siobhan Kehoe and
Aine Fanning, who picked out
Louise (¥Hara at the back post
b finish to the net.

The Dubs quickly hit the
front for the first tme thanks
i points from Sarah O Domo-
van and Fanning by the 1ith
minuke, i it lead that
they would tain into the

Morey was on the end of
both, first flicking an Aoife
Keane delivery just past the
post, and only minutes later
seeing & first-ime pull some-
how tipped away by goalkeep-
er Sfle Mic (oitir,

Clare didfindsh with four of

the last six points of the half,

however, two from unerring
free-taker Morey to ensure
that the sides would be on
level termis entering the dress-
ing-rooms at 1-5 to 0-8,

That pattern continued
on the restart as Dublin, now
with the aid of the breeze,
edged clear on three occasions
only ta be recled in each time
by their chatinate opponents.
It seemed as if nothing could
separite the sides as the game
entered the final ten minotes,

However, with three of
Clare’s side also having plaved
B0 minutes of All-Treland
Intermediate Ladies Football
Championship for the Banner
lesz than 24 hours earlier,
their inevitable fatigue was
in contrast to Dublin’s fresh
legs from the bench in what
proved a tense finale.

An Alison Maguire free
nudged Dublin 1-10 to 0-12
clear in the 54th minute, an
advantage that they retained
despite some anxions mo-

ments ab the back, before
substitute Aizling Maher B0t
the late insuranee point.
Meamwhile, All-Ireland
championz Cork produced
a power-picked second-half
performance to return to
‘E'hfﬂs:imtin-ﬁuula with & 2-17 to
I victory over Tipperary, A
goal from Amy O'Connor just
before the interval proved
critical.

il
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Dubiin players celebrate after beating Clare in a play-off to book their place in the All-Ireland quarter-final

Tribe’s Cahalan wary of
dangerous Wexford

Liberty Insurance’s Joo Canning presents Sarah O'Doncvan with
the player of the match award after the playoff game in Thurlos

bebwesn Dublin and Clare. Dublin won 1-11 to 0-12.

Therese O'Callaghan

Sindad Cahalan is one of the longer-
serving Galway camoghe players; hav-
Ing represented her county since
minor, and winning an All-Ireland jumn.
lot medal in 2008 as well as an inter-
medinte medal a vear later, She plcked
up her first All-Ireland senfor medal in
2013, lining oul at wing-back for the ma-
roon and white, and this week the Mul-
lagh lady is petting set for yet another
blg test, Gld foes Wexford stand in the
way of Galway's socond All-Treland
camogie final appearance in three years
iBaturday, 3.30pm, Nowlan Park),
“Last ywour proved how difThendd it is to
win back-to-back titles,” said the pri-

mary school teacher. *We came up
Against a really sirong Kilkenny team
in the semd-final, but | never remember
any semi-final belng easy and Wexford
will present a major challenge.”

Tho season so fer has pone well for
the Tribeswomen. They are the leagne
champlons amd fn topping their group
sectlon of the championship, they have
alrusdy defeated the Slaneysiders In In.
novaie Waxford Park.

“But we must romember that was a

gaully bad day, weather-wise, We would
i nware thoy wore'a bit deplefed

to August 16

LE )

Liberty insuance Senior Camogie quarterfinal
WEXFORD ...........0 " o < |
DUBLIN......... i P

Daragh O Conchdir
Netwaich Cullen Park 4

The Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Ser-

camogle semi-final between Copk
and Kilkenny has been pushed back 24
hours unti] Sunday, August 16 to Eacili-
Exte the Bebels’ dual Livers.

The mave follaws (Enrk's victory over
Meath in the All-Ireland Ladies EFC
Gualifer at Sumlple Stadium.

Wexford will play Galway in the
other seml-final (op saturday, August
15) after they defeated Dublin 0-13 4o 1.7
in the quarter-final at Netwatch Cullen
Park, ues and times for both gemis
ﬂl‘ilﬂlhﬂ confirmed,

ustery wind made eonditia -
ficult for both sides in Carlow hnr;ﬂ
ford coped better in the opening cx-
changes. Stacey Kehoe got them off the
mark early on and then sot up Katrina
Parreck with 2 lovely flick for a another
Soore.

Una Sinnoti profited from Sdme pood
vision by player of the match, Kate
Kelly toapen up a theee-point gap.

Dublin had a goal disallowed for fi
square ball but All Maguire opened
t!}e:r account from a close-n free, Yot
Wexford were picking off scores as
Kelly lofted three points on the way boa
personal tally of eight, including one of-
fort from near the sideline on the 45m
line bo open up a 07 to 0-3 half-time lead.

Kelly extended the advantage by two
but Dublin upped their Infensity and it
took two last-ditch interventions from
Siona Molan and Ciara Storey o deny
them a goal,

Gradually, the capital side began
chipping away at the deficit, aided by
twio pointed frees by Aisling Maher.

Showing tremendous character, they
kopt pushing hard and when Alan La-
Erue awarded a 20m free fowr minutes
from time, the long-serving Loulse
O'Hara sent a rocket to the net to leave a
paint between the sides (0-11 o 1.7).

Wexford showed all their experience
though and while Dublin had one op-

portunity 1o equalise from a free, it was

Colm:
game with

in
Kelly and skipper Shelley Kehoe.

due o injuries, We are preparing for a
big battle,

“The likes of Tara Kenny, she 5 seii:
ling in well in the back lne, she prog.
ressed fnom the Intermediate feam. Ad-
lish O"Reilly iz becoming more dstab-
lished now in attack. Catherine Finnar-
ty is another vaung giel, this is her frst
year at senbor level and she id showing
god form as well.”

Cahalan had to battle back from a
Enes injury in recent years and [s en-
Joying full fitness again,

"Back to myself now — just my old
nge,” alve jokes. T only came back Into
the panel around the end of May, [ fook
my time boecaise [ wanbed to get over a
long year with the elub, 1 have been
coming on in most of the games, | am
playing fine but our backs have been ex-
cellent all year, So you couldn't move
any of them. [ would be happoy o make
an impact If necded.” ¢

Mo such good fortune for nﬂ%r.ﬁ
McGrath and Ann Marle Starr; S0r-
Laith s a big loss at cenire-forwsind, Ann

Marie has & badly broken arm 1he
OMTaly game, Unforiunately, ]gl
serbous injury as well. These aré two big
logses mp front, We are iryingto.
withoat them and the girls havo

.

oe's crew thit saw aut the
t% from the reliable



The right

decisionis
warmly
received

THE Liberty Insurance senior
camogie semi-final between
Cork and Kilkenny has been
pushed back 24 hours to Sun-
day, August 16 to facilitate
jCork’s dual players, with the
ladies’ football team scheduled
o play on Saturday.

Cork camoghe losos out hore as ex-
pecting Rena Buckley and Briege
FCorkery to play two challenging
games within 24 hours is asking for a
Flot and it will get hardor and harder
as the miles on the legs continue b
clock
But full credit o the azzaciation
for making the move. Even though
the blame for the clash rests pri-
marily with the footbalbers filing to
acknowledpo this anmoal date in the
camogle calendar and receiving a
copy of the dates in advance of s¢

duling their own, the camopie assoc)-
atlon couldn't afford another two
winks of negative publicity, so their

statement was warmly recelved.

But not by all a5 Dublin carogie
relensed & statement not at all happy
with the fxct that they haad to play a
quarier-final within 48 hoors of their
group play-off, yvet & fixture conld be
changed to accommodate dual
payers: This ksn't the Nicst time that
the camogie association has chan
a fboure s0as fo avold & clash with
the footballers an full credit o them
for that.

Didn’t the Dublin camogie side
glvelte ing! Thedr victory over
Clire had the greatest iravelling sup-
port they've over enfoved and then (o
run Woxford to just three points two
davs laber was highly commendalble,
One wonders if they were fresher
mld thoy have taken the guarier-

Prﬂ’lmllﬂi' not [ would think. Be-
ciause of all the hype, T think Duabklin
were hugely pumped up and were

1o finish the game on thelr
kniees. That spdrit may nof hove been
there if the game oot kn under
the radar. Certainly, new manapger

@ =
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Cork's Briege Corkery races past Offaly's Cailin Fitzgerald, during their Liberty Insarance All-eland senior

camogie championship dash at Paine U Rinn,

Linda
Mellerick

Shane O'Brien, previously coach of
the Tipperary, Wexford and Limer-
ick semibor hurling sides and fornver
Dublin hurling manager Michagl
O'Grady have made o big impaet.
Derek Ryan, a former world
number seven squash player, i5 over-
seoing the team’s i amd conadi-
tioning while current Dublin hurler
Danny mﬂm& i% serving as ambas-
sador. § nly it's exciting to be
playing for Dublin . Thi spin-
sorship of AIG is playing a major
mlrlt heruﬁged bisd ﬁ]ﬂuﬂhtu'rglhnm
W great 1 camogie
became a force again and certainly at
undérage things are improving.
Last =easan Dublin suffered heavy

defeats throughout thelr league and
champlonship caompaigns. They had
two wing from four in this year’s
league and didn’t lase by smbarrass.
ing margins against the bMgger coun-
tles. Winning one, drawing one and
losing two was how their champion-
ship played out and then of course
they won their play-off against Clare
before ast Monday's quarter-final,

A blustery wind maidbe conditions
difficult for hoith sides in Carlow
early on and Weedord copad better in-
itially. Stacey Hehoe got thom off the
nwrtm‘lﬁnn and then zof up Katri-
na Parmock with a lovely flick for an-
other score. Una Sinnot! profited
from some good vision by player of
the mateh, Kate Helly, to open up a
thres-point gap,

All Maguire opened Dublins ac-
ooumnt from A close-in frea. Yet it was
Wextford that wene finding it easier to
"’ﬁﬁ" ﬂi:;m as Kelly ]nnﬂllhma
pa o har way 1o & persa tally
af elght, including one majestic effort
from near the shibi-line to open upa -
T to -3 half-time lead.

Ficture: David Keane

Kelly extended the sdvantage by
twen bul Dublin u thiir inkensity
and it ook two lasi-diteh interven-
tions from Siona Molan and Clarn
En:m;t*;u dgﬁngulhn}:ril o goal, Grad-
Ja o1 1 chipang away at
the deficir, alded by two pointed frees
by Aisling Maher.

showing ifremendous character
they kepd pishing hard and when
Alan Lagroe awarded a 20m froe four
minttes from time the long-sérving
Loiiige O'Hara sent a rocket o the
met 1o beave a point between the sldes
(0-11 1o 1-7) Westfopd showed all their
experience thowgh aned, while Dublin
had ome oppartunbty (o equelise from
i firee, it was Colm MeGee's ehew thad
saw oul the game with points from
the ulira-relinble Kelly and captain
Shelley Kehoe,

a0 Wexford face Galway next Sat-
urday in Mowlan Park with Cork
play u%ag.:.llir:n ny on Sanday in
Walsh kat4 after the Cork
minar All-Treland semi-final agains
Tipperary. It would be great to see
strong Cork support for gamses,

CLUB DETAILS

B Marian McCarthy

Cork Camogie Club Notes

Brids Aovers Camogie Club U113 Camagie:
Tha under 135 plaryod &1 home 1o Fr O'Nell's on Tussday evening
From ihe cuisst, i wits Jong 5 G0 8 vary one-sded malch as e visk
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Toase: Rachel O'Fiynn, Adanee O'Flyss, Anna Mumay (8-13, Kste

Churics [0-1}, Robecoa YWaksh ERa Ouiridaa {1400, Caoimba Haratwond,
Chios Murphy. Shauna Hayes [0-7), Emma Barrey [0-1], Siobhan
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CAMOGIESENIOR ALL-IRELAND SEMI-FINAL PREVIEW

i

roker beckons - but champions
Cork stand in Kilkenny’s way

Old rivals meet in a repeat of the 2014 All-Ireland senior camogie decider

Y TIMpLs
1peripiennyinpls e
Teiser @K PetpleSpon

Htmaybe arepeatof the 2014
sanbor All-Ireland camogie
final - but Kilkenny will be hop-
ing for-a very different result
thiztime.
The county’s senior camogie
team will be hoping to make
ittoathird All-Ireland finalin
sucoession, but first they must
Cogk.

Eﬂﬁuﬁ rivalswill do batthe
ford's Walsh Park thelocation
for the repeat of the 2014 All-
Ireland final (throw-in 4pm).

Having lost to Galway
in 2013, Kilkenny saw their
O Duffy Cup hopes erumble
when Cork beat them by 2-12
to 1-4 in last Seplember’s de-
cider.
The Cats will have the
chance bosetile that scopethis
Sunday, aswellasgetiing their
own back for another defeat
o their Munster opponents.

Kilkenny began the year
underthe stewardshipofnew
manager Fintan Desgan with
anawaytripteCorkinthe first
round ofthe league.

In & close, low-scoring
contest, it was the All Ireland

ionswhoedged thever-

dict, beating Kilkenny by o-5
Lo 0-5.

Despite theresult, thiswas
a game that could have been
classed as the one that got

from Kilkenny.

=|1I"l‘al?liHul!rm},.' h-uur:lrced back
brilliantly from this narrow
loss when Derry came call-
ing in round two. The Cats re-
ally hit the ground running,
recording a 4-17 to 0-g point

viclory. They kept the momen-
tum goingintheir third league
outing, beating a high-fiying
Dublin side by 1-12 Lo 1-07 Vic-
tory.

Two wins became three
when, in their final league
match, they travelled to Clare,
The home side were shown no
mierey asthe Catsemerged vic-
Lorious om & 4-15 Lo 0=10 50T
lime.

That win get up o league
semi-final meeting Galway,
the team who beat Kilkenny
intheam3 All-Ireland final.

Once again the girls from
the Wiest got the verdict. They
proved too strong for Kilken-
ny, hitting some early goals to
helpsetupas-7to2-gwin.

Kilkenny might have
been down, but they quickly
bounced back

Kilkenny bounced back
from this loss to Galway by
pieking up the Leinster title.
In the semi-final they beat
Kildare by 3-18 to 1-8. The
Lilywhites put considerable
effort into the game - they
were ahead after 45 minutes
- bt im ive scoring per-
et Lo
{15k, Michelle Quilty {1-3}and
Ann Dalton {o-5) helped the
Catsmarchon.

This victory set up a fi-
nal against Offaly, In a close-
fought contest Denise Gaule
led the way, hitting 2-5 as Kil-
kenny recorded a 2-11 10 1-5
win towin back the Leinster
CPOWTL.

The All-Ireland campaign
began with another clash
against Dublin. Played in Par-
nell Park Kilkenny got the ball
rolling in good fashion, beat-
ing their hosts by 3-13 to 1-10
before entertaining Clare in

umm{wﬁhmﬂmmmmm

form for Kilkenery this year. Rightz Mew Kilkenmy mansges Fietan Desgan.

Freshford.

This match was the start
of what proved to be a pur-
ple pateh for the Cats, as they
rackedupaz-22 too-6win. In
their third game they made
the long trek to Derry aworth-
while one, hitting Derry for
eightas they ran out easy B-22
Lo 2-10winners,

Phatas: Ecin Henmessy/Donall Farmer

The goal rush continued
into their final group mateh.
Playing Tipperary in Fresh-
ford the hosts easily disposed
of the Premier County chal-
lenge by 8-15 Lo 0-4 to sel up
Sunday’s semi-final against
Cork.

S0 what about Sunday's
eppoenents? The All-Ireland
champions began the yearin
good League form, running
through the group stages
undefeated with wins over

Clare, Kilkenny, Dublinand | S200e

Beating Limerick in the
serni-finals, they carned a fi-
nal spot against Galway. In
a classic final they came up
short on a 2-15 Lo 2-12 score-
lineagainst the Tribeswomen.

Like Kilkenny, they were
erowned provincial champi-
ons after they beat Tipperary
by 0-33 to 0-12 in Nenag

Cork had something of a
mixed bag as far as their All-
Ireland championship cam-
paign is coneerned, but they
did enough to secure a guar-
ter-final berth.

Intheir first match they fell
Lo Galway again, going down

by 1-11 to.0-12 hefore securing
a four point winover Limerick
{114 to1-10) in round two.

A ©-13 Lo 0-6 Success over
Offaly made it two wins in a
row before Wexford gol the
upper hand in their final
match, beating the Rebeleties
by 0-13 00 0-10. Inthe quarter-
final Cork ran out easy 2-17 Lo
o-10 winnersover Tipp.

Sunday’s semi-final could
boil down to how both defenc-

escope with the opposing for-
mum.mmmmmm
set out their attacking stall
this season and goals seem Lo

be the aspect of their play
- they scored 16 in their final
two group matches,

The Kilkenny manage-
ment team would have Lo be
happywiththe form that Katie
Power, Michelle Quilty, Den-
ise Gotile and Miriam Walsh
arein.

Howoewer, the Cats will have
to watch oul for the danger-
ous Cork midfield pairing of
Katring Mackey, Orla Cotter
keepthesethres playersgu
and they will be half-way ta-
wards getting a big win.
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Matrina wmﬂmm af

Dubs during the quarter-Tinsl victory In Carlow,

Wexiord hope

Galway have held upper hand

DEAN GOODISON
Spodtsroporter

ship this saason when thoy ace
Gabarsry for thss third time this
yias in Kawlan Park on Saburday
[# p.m.] in the Libary Insurancs
Al-Iralard Senior camogie cham-
Trea Slarsrysichens were abyamal
in Lowghrea back in Apdil when
thoy slumpod ol of league con-
Beentigen warih J'nuru-rnmq-}g
(2-23 1o 0-8), and tarod litthe bethar
hiMMHWBtMm
woehs 350 when they managed
oiily Gix points In & elght-pain
dafead (111 10 0-5),
While thoso bao matches mighi
giva Gahway the
edge heading inlo tho seeni-Enal,
thay couni for nothing on B
Moredan Park scoreboard.
Things have changed a bit
sinca thi July debsnat with Wosdiord
wolcoming back injurod players
that could makop all the d¥anencs,
Calm McGae's roops alsa hma
th added bonus of a big win in
Their salehed since that last maeting
with ho wostomaers.

Ballineallig and took the sealp ol
& decen! Gork side (0-13%0 0-10),
and that could ondy havo sened
hmm .

} fo Ehe Lsdrisies
il will b Eho closenthan-itriood.

ad-to-ba wictory aver Dublin inthe
quarter-fnals on Bank Holbday
Mondany, Wadord nover hit the
hadghts, inlenaity-wise, that thay
ajains? the Roboleties
st ey did ust about encugh to
koap tha Matropoliars &t am's
angih.
Thireen of the side who wers
in ths slasting 15 against Galway
100k 1o the pibch against Dublin
laat wask with Immmty
Mnor, 1 -yaor old Una Sinnoil.
and sepenienced Oulad-The Bal-
lagh ali-reunder Stacey Redmend

ﬁhﬁhnﬂnmﬂmmm_m
turthier woaks of manding
on her injured finger it's almast
nconbivaba thal sho won'i make
tha starting 15 on Saturday.

Ordinarily tha youngster Sinnatt
mighl Be expectad to make way
Mhﬂhm contincies 1o be ma-
L) ] ‘wolld be o Ssurpdias il
sho doean'i keap hor spal.

That kesves Linda Bolgar, sub-
glitubad in the lnst ihres
onship malchas, as the most lkely
b boga pat.

Al it would be hansh on ho

St Marin's clubwoman who takos
ihe brunt of har side’s. dalenske
trctics with pudra defandens con-
slantty in and around her sroa of
the fiadd.
Weodord also have & guestion
mark af a3 wel with

WiTichaver wiy HI:GHM
e desision on who to sian at
numiber one |5 & gamibhe o axpa-
rience could well win out in that

Gabway, on tha oihar hand, hane
playad len games this soason,
W M aned ciryn just the ane.
Thisd B was wary back in their first
fmiuro of the year sgainst Limeeick
in thir lsague,

Thery want on bo takis that crown
Bnd Five 1o bo favearnad, wiih Kk

[panepiratenn from desep 10 & 52 ol
forwards who ol know where the

Ashling Thempson will captain Cork in semi against Kilkenny.

Debutants

bring a

hunger Cats might

not match

In repeat

of last year’s final

¥ Linda Mellerick

Sunday,
All-Ireland senior semi-
final: Cork ¥V Kilkenny,

Walsh Park,
Waterford, 4pm.
IT'S m ropeat of last year's All-
Ireland fnal in Walsh Park on
Sunday as Cork face Kilkenny
in the All-frelans semi-final.

The game was postponid 24
hours (o accommodate Cork's
dual plavers and it"s disap-
printing that we don't have a
double header with Wextord
and Galway, plaving Saturday
in Mowlan Park

Howewver, & big plus s thit
Cork’s Ul6A team precede the
w with their ::em:-ﬁmé

ry at dpm an
nnedon v the double Cork
fixtiare will attract mone sup-
b boith gammes.

Matlonally last year's All-
Ireland final previews wers all
aglow about Kilkenny's "o
clags team’, in particular the
seoring power. I couldn't
understand all the hype bat
WS happtetu read it, kopin
Kilkenny belleved i too. 1
been preaching for three Years
ahout Kilkenny's lack of
leadership, aggression and
passbon against the top teams
come cliampionship and they
hed reached the final playing
weak opposition,

Leading by five points at
half-time they snccambed to
Cork’s challenge after the
break with Cork value for
their second half winning
margin of 28 to (-3,

dimilarly this season Kil-
I-H}r'ﬁlE have notehed up in-
credible scores in their four
group championship games;
against Tipperary, Dublin,
Clare and Derry. Not the
dtrongest of sides in this
year's championship but one
wonders if any other county
wioutld have scored as much or
mrtﬁfdmprmdm“m' A3litol

E1% e, -
10 opening round victary oer
wi fallowed by 2-22 to
05 win over Clare, an 523 to 2-
10 defeat of Derry and finally
an B-15 o D-l'ilzunnihlllntm.? '?Ef
Ti rary. (I1 goals an
poﬂl]ﬁ for three goals and 30
pidinks against),

Cork won two (Limerick
and Offaly) nl?d I.::Estt;rﬂ:r of
thetr oitings to Galway
and

rd And one would

o have jearned much from

CAMOGIE

come in for much debate this
season. It worked last year
and Paudie Murray remalns
steadfast in his opinion that it
atill works if executed effi-

. ciently.

Certalnly In last year's final
Kilkenny seemed to have their
work done on how to counier-
act Cork's defensive style.
Cork lost midfield in the open-
ing half; four on fwo.

It was hard at times to see
o the forrmat would play out
as Kilkenny also deployed a
swoeper, leaving three Inside
forwards on Cork's fall back
Lline. Winning the ball at cen-
terfield thiy then struck it ba-
hind Cork's half-backs and
Shelley Farrell, Katle Power
and Michelle @uiliy wers
cansing problems.

At that time we wore Gues-
tioning whether Cork's sys-
tem was working, we ques-
tioped maybe we should go
player for plaver on the two
wing forwards that had
ﬁﬂud out to midfield. But

rik remained composed and
confident and their second
half performance was from
the top drawer,

What will Kilkenny bring to
the table on Sunday? One
thing is cortadn, they will ook
to open Cork up; Corlk should
win centerfield but Kilkenny
will pull out thelr thelr wing

, partie Dalton
and this is where Cork's mid-
field and half-foerwards
will need to work thelr socks
all.

Cork are missing Jennifer
O'Leary, Angela Walsh, Anna
Geary and Joanne O'Callag-
han from last vear while in acl-
dition Emer O0'Sullivan’s in-
jury which has kept her ot of

for & number of weaks
is a huge loss. Kllkenny with-
otk donbt have six of the top
forwards in the couniry.

Defensively Cork will find it
hard to cops with dynamic
wing forwards Denlse Gaule
and Ann Dalton, Michelle
Quabliy angl Michelle Power in
the corners, Mirlam Walsh
and Katie :

A 1ot will depend on who
wants this game the most. Kil-
kenny are a seasoned team at
this stage, Cork have a lot of
M%L“E"J L:']ehuii.imu L

Als are
haven't been lestu&rm xﬁ
vt and unless thelr mental

strength has improved this

Rebel
Ul6s face
a stiff

Tipp test

B Mary Newman

SUNDAY
All Ireland U16 A
somi-final,
Cork v ¥
Walsh Park, rford

Zpm.
IT'S a big day in Walsh Park
Waterford on 5o for Cork
when they take on Tipperary
and Kilkenny in the UES A and
senjor All-Ireland champion-
ghip semi-finals in what iz a

superh double header.
The T4 side will get pro-
cepdings under in 'Walgh

Park at Zpm as they bid to
reach the final, a place Cork
have nol reached in a long
time.

‘Tipperary are bidding for
three in a row having maide i
hack-to-back titles Last season
with a splendid victory over
Galway, -

They have enjoyed an im-

resaive campalgn defeating
hlin, Weadord and Offaly to
top their section and book
thelr place in the semi-final
against a Cork side that de-
feated Clare in their opening
ame but Test out to Galway
re resurrecting their sea-
=0n with a superb victory over
T'H'IIELHHW lisgt Clape
pperary lost out fo
in the Munster semd final and
went on to win the Muanster
shield but like Cork they
learned & lot from the provin-
cial competition and confi-
dently came through their
championship group to reach
e
pperary have just three
SUFVIvOTsS iast season Al-
Ireland winning stde and it a
measure of their strongth that
they arm: in the semi-final once
agaln with practically a new
line up, Aslin Hogan, Maeve
Coffey and Christina Brennan
will have gained huge experi-
ence from gEasan nat Tiijrﬁ
have pood performers also
Aine Greed, Aoife Kavanagh
Ciara Byan Clara Nyland and
Hennesay.

Cork will be looking to
stamp their authority on pro-
coslings fram the theow in, up
front they will look to Lauren
Homan, Clione Hemly, Katie
Walsh and Clara Crowley to
deliver the 5 whilst in de-
fence captain Edel Lornegan
will drive her sie on aikded hg
Emer McAndrew, FEut
i‘dcﬂnnhy and Aldeen Buck-
Y.

IFany group of mentors de-
serve §o reach a final amd geta
shot at winning this tifle it is
this group, the dedication and
commitment they have given
hias been hige and it would be
firting if on Sunday their side
can goasep further o achiev-
ing their dream.

Thelr preparation has bean
axceilent with games plaved
agninstaimosi all of the senior
clubs in the county and they
have given every player on
thelr panel and opportunbiy bo
galn a plice on the starting15,

h’llhi[;:llr! IJ!r.-c.'unl.il.his good

‘& hoged thiey 501 the trend

Mhmm
park on Sundsy and
ok m place in the finnl.



THE first All-ireland senior cham-
pionship semi-final takes place
today at 3.30pm in Mowlan Park.

Wexford v Galway has all the ingredi-
pnts for an enthralling match.

In truth, very few games throughout
the championship provide much ex-
citement, the exception being when
the tog four meet.

Cork had two fairly intense games
against Galway and Wexford In their
groaip fixtunes, had mome on
the weaker side of the 10 teams In-
valbved.

But even the better games didn’t

jprovide the edge-of-your-seat experi-
enee, because it wasn't knock-out.
p And nothing beats knock-out cham-

pionship .
Wehard and Galway are similar in
some wavs: both All:Ireland cham-

ppions in t & past three seasons; Wex-
rd in 2012, Galway 2013 yet both
\failed to reach the final last year.

Galway weren't an cutstandin
team by any teams and ﬂmr-h:uiulﬁbﬁ
in their All-Ireland celebrations, plus
they lost the services of Therese
Maher, the backbone of their team for
many a year, o retirement.

It was no surprise and forecasted
that they wouldn't be contenders in
14, Weodord wera just tired, having
vwon three in-a-row from 2010-2012.

In addition, they didn't have much
coming through from underage and
despite a draw with Cork in last year's
All-Ireland semi-final, Cork were far
superior with the winning margin 10
points in the replay.

Retirements on the Cork side have
narrowed the gap between the fop
four. Despite some great individual
performances in all counties, the over-
1l standard has dropped.

We nead this weekend to bring gasp-
ing delight back into the game.

Galway do seem back on track this
term, Their hangover from the All-Ire-
land surcess of 2013 after a gap of 17
years has passed and with an infusion
of mew hlood, the westermers ape con-
tenders again.

They emerged from their group can-
mlanEnrk and Wexford with a 100%

- Their victery over Cork in the
league final by three points after an 11-
point interval lead s sipms of a
trait that has lingered over Galway a
Lot ower recent years: their failure 1o
chose out a game.

Yz, they won but had ihe margin
net been 5o wide at half-time, 1 feel
they would have collapsed once Cork
came at them. Three points was E!n

jthe winning margin for Galway when
the =ldes met in the championship in
plune but Cork were looking more
‘cohesive since early May whereas Gal-
Wt seem to be pushing on.
i Gﬁly and mﬁm ml:lt o Julby 1%
way om ng winmners, 1-1
'::!'M Wexford turned that defeat
1) fo fake Cork & weel Later, 0-13

010,

Weadford have had & topay-turvy -

Goalkeeper Aaife Murrayand her Cork team-mates will need ts be on their game Hthey are to overcome

All-lreland semi-final tomomow.
son due 1o a number of injurtes to key

playees.

Ursula Jacob hasn't figured and |
don’t need to relterate her influsnce
on a game, She is expected to line out
today and only time will tell how
match-fit or sharp she will be.

Shine

This is where Waxbord shine, cham-
pionship knock-out. Galway haven't
noe July 18, Wesford defeated

Eﬁ.ﬂlln 12 days ago in the quarker-

M; alwayvs, when the teams are

Blackrock

OUR fourth hosting of The Alan Hur-
ley Memorial Tournament will live
long on the memery of all these who
pariicipated last Sunday.

We were blessed with the weather
again this year and played 12 gamaes at
the perfect facilities at Blackrock
National Huﬂin%ﬂlub.

This was the first year that teams
froam ontside of Cork attended and we
even had a team travel from Armagh.

it all pot going at m1:l.dea1}t.' and afler
the group stages it was lelt for Cahir
and Blackrock to compete fior the cup
final while Na Pairsaigh and Carriga-
line plaved in the plate final

Na Piarzalgh saved their best camao-
gie till the final and just about had
enough to overcome a tiring Carriga-
line team, while in the cup final,

evenly matched, who wants it more
will determine the victor.

ly, for all their success the
amount of hooks and blocks that the
Kilkenny hurlers in last Sunday
was spallbinding. many §cores
did they get from dispossessing Gal-
waif coming out of defence! Galway
“l:r have to match Wesford's physical-
i

They're a strong team and fancy
footwork from the west won't do it
alone. I can negate the influence
of Kate Kelly and Katrina Parrock,
ihen Galway can reach Croke Park

club notes

Blackrock showed how much this
tournament means to them by really
puilling out all the stops to defeat a
very strong Cahir outfit.

Fine playvers like of Becky O"Shea,
Amy Lee, Hayley Ryan, Sarah Fahy
and Rodsin Howard caught the eye bt
Roisin DeFaoite seciired the Flayer of
the Tournament title,

It was beft to Mollie Hurley as cap-
tain of Blackrock to accept the cup
named in honour of her father (pros-
epted to her by her grandfather Pat). A
huge thanks to all those who helped
eapecially those who severed the won-
derful food, our sponsors, referees,
umpires, competing teams. coaches,
supporters, staff, Kellie and family
aned most importantly the players,
Here's to 2006

ﬁte dn.im]n uf-ﬁiltnnrh the
Picture: Matt Browne / SPORTSHLE

again.
Cork's hunger will play a humn
in tomorrow’s semi-final with -

ny.

The Cats are justifiably favourites.
Cork’s workrate is going to have to be
phenomenal and if it i3, they can win.

Kilkenny are bound to draw on the
hurt of last year's All-Ireland final as
they take to the field. Cork are vulner-
able in positions, many playing in an
All-Ireland semi-final for the First
time, However, youngsters can often
thrive in such circumstances and con-
fidence is key, The strongest area of
Kilkenny's line-up is their front six,
possessing at least four of the top ten
forwards in the couniry ot present.

Therefore, the Cork defence needs
to b on fis game, All shx neod to play
as & unit, start well and win thelr own
individual baltles and set the tone by
shulttnﬁmm Kilkenny's forwards.

Ol tor remainsg so imporiant to
Cork"s title ambitions.

She has pulled many games out of
the fire for them over the past few sea-
sons, not alone with her accuracy
from placed balls butl her general
roaming and workrate.

If Aisling Thompson Eﬂr—fnms for
fhe full 80 minutes and k provide
fast hall to the in-form Julia White,
Katrina Mackey and Amy O"Connor
then we have every chanes, o

And when Cork have a chance, it
would be wrong to write themaff.

1t will be tough and may go down (o
the wire, but Cork can do it and ghe
themselwes an opportunity to return
to Croke Park in September to defond
the tithe Thisy won lnst Yoear. =t
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Liberty Insurance
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s00pm Cork v Kilkenny

All-Ireland U16 A Championship Semi-Final
2.00 pm Cork v Tipperary
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ree-scoring:
ilkenny don't

fear Cork,
says Deegan

Eaghan Cormican

Their I%'raph was expicied (o
dip. After successive All-lre-
land final defeats, managerial
rezignations and the depar-
ture of two of thelr most ox-
perienced plavers, Kilkonny
camogie was set (o return to
the chnsing pack in 2015,

When the draws for the All-
Ireland camogie champion-
ship woere made earlier this
year, it was Group 1 that
turned heads. The last three
counties to Uit the O'Dufly
Cup — Cork (2014}, Galway

2013) and Wexford (202} —
el been pitted together, with
only the group winners
guarantesd an All-lreland
semi-final place.

But Kilkenny didn't just
simply bounce back from suc-
cessive September losses, the
resignation of joint-managers
Miall Williams and Graham
Dilten and departure from the

uad of Leanne Fennelly amd
Elnine Avlward.

Instead, they began kssuing
statemoent after statement of
their intent to bridge the cotin-
ty's 2-vear gap to a last Akl-
Ireland success.

Their results made for
pretty incredible reading.

Fintan Deegan’s charges hit
3-13 against Dublin on the
opening weekend In June,
notched 2-22 the following
Saturday against Clare, Their
game against Derry lnished:
B:22 1o 210,

In early July, thoey enter-
tained Tipperary af Freshford
to decide top spot. Kilkenny
limited the visitors (o 0.4,
They tallied 815,

Likttle wonder, then, that
Kilkenny
boss Desgan
Says his
charges don't
[ear cham-

FRESH
APPROACH:

pions Cork ahead of tomer-
row's All-Ireland semi-final.

“We are not afraid of thom,
we don't fear them,” he said.
“We are ready and the belief
among the plavers is that if we
get it right, we are good
enough fowin."”

Paudie Murray's side
limited the Kilkenny attack to
19 in last vear's decider, Anna
Geary holding key forwarnd
Eatie Power to a point.

The Piltown clubk woman
s tallied 5-12 en roote to the
semi-final and Geary s no
lenger around to operate a
tight least at Walsh Park.

More ominows for the Cork
diefonce is that Power doesn’t
é¢vien sit as the team’s top-
storer, that accolade cur-
rentiy held by Denise Gale —
the hali-forward hitting 7-15 in
their four games.

“T'he forwards really are on
form, they are pulling to-

ther very well,”™ continwed

gan. “Katie Power, [n my
oplnlon, is the best camogic
plaver in the country at pres-
ent, Her brains. her intelli-
gence as well a8 her ability is
frightening at times. It is o
team effort and the defence
aren't getting credit for the
amount of work they are
dojng. We're Keeping the
scorelines tight (they've
conceded on average 6-10 per
gama).”

Deegan, a Lanis native who
is married and living in Ur-
lingford, took charge in Janu-
ary. His first priority was to
ensure the current campaign
wouldn't be dictated by how
previous ones ended,

“Dbwviously the goal is to
win the All-lreland. Bul we
zald at the start of the year we
wiren't polng down the route
of trying to avenge what lsap-
pened in the last two Years,
The last twoe ¥ears are gone,
There is new management
now and around 10 or 13 new
faces on the pang as well. At
ihe siart of the year we sal
down and we discussed the
very real possibility that we
might not even get out of tha
grodip. You can't Hnk one year
with the year previous, you
can'l solely focus on revenge
for the last {wo years or use
thnt o motivation.”




Cork
Kilkenny 1-10
All-Ireland senfor

Therese O'Callaghan
Nowlan Park

A majestic display by cham-
plans Cork sees them back in
the Liberty Insurance Alb-lre
land senior camopie final next
manth, Wonderful score-tak-
ing, partleularly in the sec-
ond-half, saw them ease past
Eilkenny - & Black and Amber
slde that came into the tie as
favourites and started so well,
racing seven points clear mid-
way through the opening half

But, in a remarkable
turnarsund and against the
backdrop of having lost a
number of key players from
Iast year, Cork regained the
initiniive and ran out
convincing winners.

Three goals in the s of
sevien second-half minutes
from Kairing Mackey, Drla
Cotter (her second) and Amy
O'Conmor sealed e deal,

“We pride ourselves on a
conuple of things, one is we are
mentally very strong," sald

ubilant manager Paudie
urray. “And | think we
showed that again today, We
ﬁrl.dn atirselves on our second-
all performance and we also
showed that agaln today and
the last day (against Tipp in
the quarter-final). We are
dielighted to be in the final.

“We have losi 13 players
from last year's panel. The
new pliyers have settled in.
We are coming the whalo time
and 1 think they are getting
better with each game which
5 great, It took ns a while o
Fet organised and onee v did,
wit won midfield and we werg
always going to win when the
goals stirted (o po in "

Kilkenny got off to a fiying
start, racing into a 146 o 02
beand, the poal after fust three
meinutes from Michells Quilty.
Points from Denise Caule 3}
Eatie Powor (2} and Claire

GOING FOR GOAL: Cork’s

Corkery breaks away from Kilkenny's Stacey Quirke

senior camogie semi-final clash at Walksh Park, Waterford.

Phelan put them in the
ascendancy. However, once
Cork gained a foothold around
the middle, they hit 1-5
withoul reply to give them a
slender interval advantage of
1-7 to 1-6. Cotler rajsed the
green flag from a freo after a
mibx-up in the Kilkenny goal,

However, Kilkenny
responded after the break and
maved clear once more with
points from Gaube and Mirkam
Walsh. Wayward shooting
from both sides left it 1-9t0 1.8
in the Cats" favour approach-
ing the end of the third
fguirier,

But, what a [inish from
Cork as Katrina Mackey
produced an amazing goal
after being set up by Briege
Corloery. And whit a weekend
it was for successful
Toothallers Corkery, Rena
Buckley and Meabh Cahalane,
who 3 hours eartier plaved a

part in the defeat of Galway.

As the ﬂmﬂ:m: apend
Cotter, who had switched into
the full-forward line, and Amy
Conmor finshed fo the net
with ruthless efficlency,
leaving Kilkenny = who ware
defeated In the last tan All-
Ireland finals - bewildered on
what wis a very disappointing
day for Fintan Decgan's
players. They were going so
well all season bot hmffrw
answer o Cork’s incredibie

Inarst

Slow starters Cork may be,
andl that will be & concern for
Murray, but he as plenty of
material to work with, Powor-
ful goalkeeper Avife Murray
was well am-%&m&
Treacy, Pamela Ma and
Gemma O'Connor. Up front,
the spoed and fluency af
Corkery, Cotter and Katrina
Mackey was a joy to waich as
they crafted and finished

Cork goal blitz kills Cats

the All-Ireland
Ryan Byme

gomme splendid scores. Cork
are heading to Croke Park in
search of back-to-back All-Tre-
land titles In a ropeat of this
year's league final which
Galway edgod by three points,
Beadea for Cor O Catter (2.3, 1-3
bpos, 0-1 45m), & O'Connor {125, K
Macioay (1:1), B Corory and J Weita (-
2 pach).

0-5
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Wexford stunned by Galway's late late show

Galway 1-14

Wexford 2-10
All-Ireland senlior
camogio seml-final

Theresa ﬂ"'l:lllaﬂ'hln
Mawlam Park

A DRAMATIC late Niamh
MtGraE}! Ip-u-im Ef:rm a 45

alway’s place in the
Liberty Insurance All-Irsland
senior camogie final next
muanth and pot padd o the cog.
rageous challenge of Wexford
in Nowlan Park on Saturday,

Four minutes of sto

time was stgnalled by Cathal
Egamn. at the end of which

achieved parity, and
exira-time looked imminent,
However, the Cork referee
idn't eall full-time until the
soventh minote, allowing

CORYVEE,
Pl Sl ke oo
cap clley o took
Issue with the amount of tme

added on. “Over six miputes
when they said it was four? We
would be disappointed with
that, The momentum was with
us If there was extra-time,”
she sald after the Slanoysiders
battled from three points
down to the the game with &
trio of Kote Helly frees.
Galway manager Tany
Ward was delighted but
admitted: “The ref was a bit
kind to us. We got a few min-
uhes extraat (v end. Mast pef-
erees would probably have
mi;idcl'? :Jr.}w af it .
eflecting on the game,
Ward sald they knew it wasnt
Eo:m;!n be eaisy. "W got a few
nocks beforshand. The
MeGraths” (Miamb and
Clodagh) grandad died last
night, that was o downoer,™
The opening quarter was
Hit-for-tat before Mally Dunne
put Galway 1.8 fo 0-4 elear
when her deft flick beat Laura
Brennan. Immediately,
Katrina Parrock replied when
her shot from dizsianes
deceived Susan Earner, The

Eah{w Iurglard line was
causing problems, forcin
'-'-E::Em-jﬁ?ws Colm MeGee lg
introduce Karen Atkinson,
She helped steady the L
they went to the dressing.
room trailing 1-4 to 1-8.

in front of 1,616, leaguo
champions Galway continsed
in the ascendancy, scoring the
first twho painis feodm excellent
mbdfielder Niamh Kilkenny. A
couple of goal chances for Una
Sinnott and Stacey Kehoe
wonlt abogging but Wexford
were maore threatening and
eventunttﬁ settled through &
Stacey K whikte flag.

Ursula Jacob and Aoife
Danohue exchan points
before placed ball experts
Kelly and Miamh McGrath
registered polnis - 1-12 40 1-7
on 52 minutes. The contest
then furned on its head when
Hacey Koehoo goaled after she
was expertly picked aut by
Ursula Jacob, Jacob then saw
her poal effort tall widse,

Dunne increased the
margin once more to three

paints but Wexford wers apon-
ing up. Three Kelly frees and
the sides were level with the
four minutes of added time al-
most up. Play carried on. Gal-
way won i frae. Miamh
McGrath's ghot was deflecte]
out for a 45m and she made no
mistake with the conversion.

Soorers for Wexdord: K Kely (0-6
o) Staony Kahow [1-1): K Parock (1=
0: W Jocob: 53, Siley Kefoo (0-1)
CALWAY: 3 Esssdi. T Mardon, 5 D

‘Wexford
appeal
semi-final
result

Eoghan Cormican
Camoghe

The Camogie Assoclation is again
mired in controversy following the deci-
slon of Wexford top-brass to appeal the
result of last Saturday's All-Treland
sermi-final.

Galway scored a 1-14 to 2-10 victory at
Mowlan Park, with Niamh McGrath
landing the winner six and a halkf min-
utes Inbe second-hall stoppages.

The Wexford Camogle Boar] are con-
testing the result on two counts, firstly
their contention that the referse did not
consult both umpires when ruling wide
Hate Kelly's 16th minute 45

The umpire on whose side the sliotar
fell went to signal a wide hall, but

ks arms when his cotmberpart
i ] the white fag before dropping
it again. Referes Cathal Egan did not
move inside the i4motre line in over-
rullng the Latter,

Under rule 41.5, a referee can't over-
rule the decizion of both umpires and
the Wesxlord board beliove video evi-
dence shows Kelly's strike was botwoeen
the posis.

Wexlord efficials have also taken um-
brage with the amount of second-half
injury-time played. Having awarded
four minutes, the Cork officlal plaved
glx and a half minuies — Galway
centre-forward MoGrath shooting the
winner right at the death. The sides
wore deadiocked at the end of the pre-
scribed four minwtes.

“When it is taken away last gasp, six
and a half a minutes Info injury time,
that = what is really hard to take,” said
Wexford manager Colm McGee after
H:L-lggﬁne.

“Following & mesting of the executive
commitier of Wexford county camaoghe
board with senior management on
Monday night, a decision was reachod
ko lodige an objection to the awarding of
the senbor semdi-final played against
Galway on Saturday, August 15, read
the Wexford statement.

The appeal has been ledged with the
Camogie Association’s Mational
Transfers Hearings and Disciplinary
Commibttes (NTHDC

The }La'nfh??mh davs lr:'.g;ju.
ate a hearing once they deem the objec
thon te have been properly submibtied,

A Wexford official last night sald
they re not sure if their ohjection would
even be heard, bul were determined to
put on record thedr frustration.

Wesdord's objection again shines the
spodlight on the Camogie Association,
arriving in the wake of last menth's
crin-toss farce and the schedaling con-
troversy in mid-May which saw thres
Cork dual players asked to play a
Munster final and replaved national
leagoe final within four hours of each
othir: " '




Murray.
We were
mentally
spot-on

REACTION

B Linda Mellerick

THE excitement surreunding
Cork's victory yesterday was
eviden l.dPln:.ram mnnag:&-
ment, and su % fjum
and fisted Thapagcrl in i,

A beari
with a glint
didn’t knew what all the fuss
was about — he knew his side
woaild win.

“Well I'd have been dizap-
pointed if we had lost that,”
the Cork boss claimed. =1
thought we were mentally
spot-on,”

Referring to the leadership
shown on t by Cork. in
coenirast to Kilkenny, Murray
gaid: “1 thongh'

1 everyone, the
younger ones capecially, stood

s,

| think the first 15 minutes
they caught us with their
movement in their forward
line; they kept changing and
then we got into just following
our plaver. Alshling amd Orla
also came into it around the
mitddle of the field and then we
jwiare coming forward.”

cg;rl:iﬂwrm mrﬁaéely ?1:
itsgﬂrmed“ 1Ep ko me,

“Half time was probably a
weleome for them, wherens
we'dl have liked another five
finntes beeause of tha way we
were going.

“We could have been moTe
clinical; we rushed things a bit
and kit a few wides and we
told the players at half time to
rela a gmall bie”

Can hi sum up Cork's per-
formance?

“Onar game i bullt on work-
rate. Ifyou don't have that you
have nothing. If you want to
look at us thronghout the
group stages, we weren't
working, we wer only work-
ing in patches. But it's some-
thing we have preached.

“I think wo're mentally very
strong. All over we were fan-
tastic: Laura Treacy attacked
the ball, Gemma, KEatrina
Mackey, Amy OQ"'Connor,
Breige Corkery, Julia White, 1
don't think 1 could fault
anyone ot there today.”

Has it sunk in just how
important a win this was for
Cork, considering where
they've come from since the
gtart of the season®

“Ii's about petting back toa
final and it's where we are

now,” h&r?ptled.
Did he feel it coming Lo-

gther? “1 suppose we look

ack at our chamglnnihlp
group campaign and somid
1% were playing as individuals
maore than a team. After the
Wexford game we sat down
and had a bit of a heart-to-
heart. We went through the
video and there was 2ero work
~rate sowe were in a do-or-die
gituation. Things were
ihrashed out that night.”

Amnd Cork of course are very
haedd f0 baat in championship.
“] think mentally we are a

jyery, very strang tearm to beat
and we pride ourselves on
that, our work rate, and ::E

"socond-half
they all mm together there
today,” he pdded.

Lamogie

Linda
Mellerick

4-10

1-10

yesteriday
a mighty
brings us back to
track for back to back All-Irelands on

Siaﬂl 13

ot’s be honest, Cork were the
underdogs and few gave them a chance
vesterday. And why would they?

heart, no
work rate in Kilkenny, while Cork had
them in abndance.

In & repeat of last year’s All [reland
final Kilkenny burst inte a healthy
Iead. But Cork didn't falter.

Ietie p
ﬁusma ng great heart and a great

Brilliant, Brilliant Cork!
For those of us present in Walsh Park

wa wore privileged to watch
Cork performance that
Croke Park and on

You had a mature Kilkenny side

with the experience of two All-Ireland

behind them, a side

fAnal

ml ha h?uti:hﬁt uPhE.;l goals m.:id Tz
nis throughout the group st

against a Cork shde in tram:jﬂ?on ﬂ

Iosing 13 players from last year's

panel, many of them Rey players.

while there was no
ers, o passion and no

But once

Of course there I8 no better leader
"Conmoer

than Gemma O

admire as one of the most ath-
ers in the game In addition to

Lo

urling brain, she was instrumental

behind everyihing that was geod about
Cork, a% th
down to

came from sevien points
ome at the break.

She wasn't alone.

All over the park Cork had them.
Laura Treacy, Alshling Thompson,
Pam Mackey Katrina Mackey, Julia
White, Amy O'Connor, Breige Corks
ery, but it's actually wrong here of me
o leave anyane out.

Cork were simply superb and
beanatiful to watch in full flow,

They
omnid half with 5 . wishom amd conwic-
tion; thres in seven minutes and

ihis | WS DVET.

¥ started with all guns blaz-
ing and raced into & 1-3 fo 0-1 lead by
the ninth minute.

Despite an Orla Cotter fres getling
Cork off the mark they were under
massive pressure as they came to
terms with the lighting fast roaming
Kilkeany forwards. They looked in
trouble, Julia White pointed but as Kil-
kenny ran at Cork they won a number
ol frees and with Denise Gaule con-
verting three they pushed the gap to
svVEn points,

semeone flicked a swiich. Enter
Cork! From the 18th minute to half-
time it was all red and white,

Thoy attacked relentiessly, scored 1-
& without replay and struck four
widins.

Cork adopted a faster style delivery
and swang it lelt and right as their
speed inside ripped their opponents

apart.

We all speak highly of the talent in
Kilkermy's forward line but in Katrina
Mackey, Amy O'Connor, Julia White,

Cork manager Paudie Murray celebrates at the final
whistle. Pictare: IRPHO/Ryan Byrne

Breige Corkery and Orla Cotter, do
they come much faster than that?
Kilkenny made three changes to
their programme line up. Catherine
Foley came in for J i by at beft
eorner back, Anna Farrell replaced
Alshling Dunphy at centre forward
while Miriam Walsh started at left
ecorner forwand in place of Shelly Far-

I

The second half started much the
same &8 the first. [ was Kilkenny tak
ing the game to Cork.

They struck over the first two
points, By the 42nd minute Cork
trailed by one. .

Fut Cork had struck further wides,
had opened Kilkenny up numerous

ork-rate has us
ack in the final

"

Picrure: THPHO Ryan Bymi

Mackey.  Julia
Treacy o particular,
first half, an:

stalwart Gemma 0'Co
She was m
standing
Turni

goals ing

Player of the Match: On a
day where Cork excelled,
there wore many contenders.
Gemma O Connor. Kairina
White,
Breige Corkery and Laura
e

Cork were struggling in ihe
mﬁnﬂmmu

to-settle them, up stepped
AROT,
f..An oul-

Polnt: Cork's two

a two-minitte spell
midway through the second
half by scorer and provider

O'Connor truly magnificent

Eatrina Mackey. Even bofore
Cork's fourth geal, you could
sense that Kilkenny weran't
coming back,

Seare of the Match: Hard io
pick one from Cork’s four
goals buf the award goes (o
Katrina Backey’s magnificent
sirike on 43 minutes. It was
Brelge Corkery’s stretched
fouch that zat It ap and
Mackey raced through to
hillew the net. ;

Ref mtnﬁm Ray Kelly dm
T : Mol

we witnu:uﬂnlguh skilful
gami becauss of it

pimies oaily for thelr final finish to deny
ihem and therafore their confidence
was growing.

Mumc-;uy goaled in the 43rd minute
and she was the provider for Orla
Cotter a minute later and again for
Amy O Connor on the 50th am it was

£ DVET.

Previewing the game | said that
Cork's work-rate had o be phenom-
ennl o win,

And it was. All over the field they
worked tlrelessly and still looked sur-
prisingly fresh at the end. Breige Cork-

showed no signs ol her work-rate
with the foothallers 24 hours pre-
viously, the lion-hearted Rena Buck-
fey equally influential

This was just another great day for
Cork camogie,
Seoarons for Corks O Colter 23 [1-2 1, 01 455, &
E?mt:.h:m:wmtn‘#mb!.ﬂﬂﬂw
Bitkonmys: [ Glauk 55 i1, M Qulty 80, K Povwer 02,
 Prsign, MO Walsh, A Dafton 0-1 nsch
CORK: & Murray; P Macksy, L Treasy, L O'Sullean,
Bl Buckiiy, G O'Connar, M Cabalanae; J Whiti, &
Thsmgpaon; O Comar, O Cronin, H Loonoy; B Cork-
oy, b FConnor B Mackey,
Gube: E O Sulsvan lod H Looney [£3), H Loonay lor
O Crondn [55)
HILKEMNY: E Eavaragh; 5 Dudiks, E Koane, ©
Foley; G Pholan, © Dosmer, D Tobing A Gannon, A
Dot O Gaute, A Fatrol, A Conneny; L Walsk, K
P, A8 Oty
Sulbs: 5 Farrell for A Fanol and A Duspiny for A
G (1), J Frisbey for G Felay (35, A oy for
AL Oty (A7)
Telores: oy Koty (Fidaa),



CAMOGIE

| Mary Hi!urh:n
Cork
Tipperary

A SUPERB second-half perform-
ance where they held Tipperary
to just one point ensured Cork
booked their place in the UT6A
All-ireland final and as a result
stopped Tipperary's dream of
three in a row in Walsh Park yes-
terday.

The opening half was close as two
nervous sides battled 1o gain con-
trol

At the break an Isobel O Regan
goal was the score that separnbed the
gides as Cork led 1-7 to.0-7 and kit
looked ag if we were in for a close
second half, but Cork put paid to
ihose thonghis with Lauren Homan
effective at full-forvard grabbing
three goals while Cliona Healy also
added one as the young Rebels
stormid o the final.

Cork's workrate was huge
throughout the game - in defence
they closed down their oppenents,
particutardy in the opening half with
some excellent hooking, hlﬂ':_!':lng
and eonfident clearing, their mifisl
kept the ball moving to an inside lne
{hat had the legs on the Tipperary
defence over the hour.

This was by no moans a
two- woman show, despite Cliona
Healy nntchln% up-a goal and
nine peints and Lauren Homan
three goals and three poiniz as all
over the field Cork worked their
sncks

ofl.

In defence captain Edel Lornegan
was superb, particularly in the
opening half when Tipperary ap-
plied a lot of ;

She was ont first to the ball
and cleared her lines confidentily.
up front thelr forwards worked as
a unit and were angellish over
the hour , the half mark of a good
’“’Hﬁ as they sproad the ball arouml
will.

By the end of the openlng quorter
the sides had been level twice as
thoey traded peinks and an Alslin
Coarey poinbel free odged Tipp
with 12 minutes fo the break and
when Caooimhe Burke found the
range the lead was extended to fwo
sk it was (o be the Inst time they
would lead as Cork came siorming
into the game.

0'Regan took on the Tipp defence
and from 30 metres oul her shot
wenl bo the top corner of the net and
Cork exploded, piling on the prss.
e

They won-a 45 that Cliona Healy
poinbed.

Adsling Carey replicd with a
!:aimal Tipp 45, hut finishing the

alf stronger, Cork hit two points
eourtesy of Cliona Healy.

The seconsd hali bebonged to Cork
anel as they Lnu‘rmrl fior home Healy
and Homan had early points before
Muatove Coffey hit Tipperary’s only

5-1
0-8

Cork’s Katie McCarthy gets her shot away as Tipperary's Eibhlis McDonald dioses in during the All-irfeland U164 camogie cham-

plonship semi-final at Walsh Park.

spored of the second half a5 a domi-
nant Cork defence never allowed
them any moom, clesing them down
Oon every attack.

Up front Cork were suparh,
Homan found the net after a superh
golo effort, Healy continued to
show her accuracy from placed
ballz and play, substitute Ciara
Himnges was also hugely effective her

ce troubling the Tipperary de-
IR,

Homan continued to cause
trouble in pessession grabbing two
further goals, Cliona Healy added
Cork’'s fifth before Katie Walsh
milded 5 point as Cork advanced (o a
final meeting with a Galway side
that defeated Dublin on Sat ]

P -

Scoreri for Cork 3 C Healn 18 [0-3 45 040, |
CrRegan 10, L Homan 33, © Rywn, C Hughess,

B Lyynch, K o K Dy, E W= Andrew,
:ruz ﬁ,iu‘ Regan, K Wakih, G
Fhiaky L Homae, Chan Crowdey.
sSub's: ;_ﬂ'ﬂu-rrqn hl{:umgﬂ' l:hri'lnl.;
ue‘mw m.mm’h:mmu o
oo far M Lyren (55).

Pictae: BPHO Ryan Byme

Al-Ireland U16A semi-final.

'Nagle says his charges can take All-Ireland title

CORK manager Anthony Nagle was delighted
with his charges display in Walsly Park as they
stopped Tipperary's bid for three-in-a-row of
U16A All-Irekand titles but more im:_;lmrl:anl]}r
secured them solves a place in the Nl

W nre thrilled with our giris performance
here today and just delighted to be kn the finad,
wir have worked hard all year 1o reach [t and
tedday they played with ihe dotermination we
have instilled in them," sars Nagle.

Cork"s first half goal was vital a% 11 gave ihem
:l_?anie oal Interval lead and Magle sabd this was
vital,

=We knew we nesled (o be close at the interval
amad 1t s great do be in front.

=it half time wo went in and setiled and just
told our glrds to continne to work hard as they

MATCH REACTIONS .

about mave than the mentors and team we have

i e e
uven a o who

o A e L ave boen fantastic.

hiwid been doing. Then through the second half we *Th oo athon we have recived has been

igmited amd never allowed them into the gamse.

“0Our defence was superk — at mid field we
won everything and kept the EEFIJL? Roing o our
forwnrds who were on top of the Tipperary
defenoce and (o be honest we wers the better team
for the second half and diiarysl avary score wie

goL.
ek enioasat the baip ba i Bis
50 acknow, o o an
TE;U“ Taave got from the county board and the
Lnsg,
“Waane in the Neal and 1t is great but this s

Eudalﬂyd hope we can repay them and go all
& Way,
Looking ahead Magle knows the task ahead
will not be casy but he gays the youngsters will
ben reagly,

“Galway are thoe only gide to have beaten 0s in
the group stages, they are a sirong. lough side,
thvey were superh as they defeated Dublin in yes-
tepday’s semi final bat T can tell you we as a man-
agement will let no stone unturned as we
emrfeavidir to bring this All-Ireland title back Fo
Cork.”




Camogie

Mellerick

SUNDAY was such a day for
Cork camogie with the U16As and
our seniors advancing to the All-
Ireland finals.

Mext weekend our intermediate side
could maka it thoee as they take on Kil-
dare in Mowlan Park en Saturday.

Considering that Cork lost two
minor All-Ireland finals in 2013 and
2014, both after-a replay, we would
hive to say that camogie in the rebel
county 15 in a healthy state. And yet it
doesn’t alwavs seem that way and
small things can make a big difference
o a county pushing on or

Take Kilkenny - All-Ireland U16A
champions in 2006, 2006 and 3007; All-
Ireland mh:mrnlmmpmm in 3006, HHH'
2008, 2008 and 013 All-Ireland senior
finalists in 2009, 2013 and 2004, Yt they
can't achieve ultimate glory. I men-
thoned to someone before Sunday’s
game that if Kilkenny lose this semi-
fimal il be a massive setback. And so
it iz,

Without sounding lke a broken rec
ord, unless motivation, Ieadership,
work rate, self-confidence and collec-
tive belief come info play you ane wast=
ing your time regardless of how much
talant the 15 on & pitch may have,

We've nothing won yet but the-im-
provement in Cork has been signifi-
cant and one has to credit Paodie Mur-
ray, Sean Cremin, Kevin Mul . Dr
Wesley 0'Brien, George Fitzgibbon,
Nl:lleéallms. Teddy Donovan and [a-
mien Murray for that. How many
counties could endure a 13 player

] Iosz and still produce a display
ike they did and reach another All-Ire-
land final? Af the start of this scason |
privately admined Paudie for not tak-
ing his All-Ireland title and running.
While not all 13 retirements were evi-
dent many wers and he could have
witlked away with his head high

Bait he didn't. He stuck with it, nur-
tured and developed further youth,
took criticism, lost the league final,

lost two group games but Kept work-

ing. working, working and even
though it's hard to enjoy a game when
wvou're living it he must have enjoyed
the last 10 minutes of this one.
Cork's style of play was faster this
ﬁuﬁ;ﬂﬁmmd. TI}E WaS t:i'pijl:a]l
150n 15. Isn't our game at 1is 11-
nest then! Gemma O'Connor started
ike fight back when Cork were seven
down, winning 50/50 rucks and de-
livering inch perfect passes into Kil-
kenny's 45 metre lne. So too did Alsh-
ling Thompson. She had a few wides
bage she was on the ball and it d3dnt
shake her confidence as she continged
to deliver fast. Julia White wasz out-
standing again, her pace and first
touch a jov to wateh. Breige Corkery
continues to defy logic. After her
marathon for the footballors on Satur-

day earned her the player of the match
awardﬂmmhrﬂjfantum.ﬂumut-

Cork make their mmmm-rmmm
Fimal b Picture: INPHO/Ryan By  ship Semi-Final,

All-Ireland

finals ahead
for Cork

Liberty Insurance ttrMﬂgii: Champianship

Lilsym
[ ETET T

At the Liberty Insurance Senior Camogie Champlonship Semi-Final, Cork v Kilkenny, held in Walsh Park, Waterford, Cork’s Pamela

Mackey ks presented with her Player of the Match award by Camogie Assodation president, Catherine Neary.

stretched teach when it looked as if the
peiis Bl gone astray was what fed Ka-
trina Mackey for her goal on 43 min-
wies. Agin Kafrina and Amy 0'Can-
nor's coodness in front of goal is price-
lgss. Mackey had a lot to do but
brought the crowd to their feat as sihe
blasted the net. Amy coolly flicked pas
the advancing Emma Kavana Eh wl:ule
Orla Cntl:er having just been
inside, was also coolness pL-rsnn
as she side-stepped Kavanagh to hand
pass to the net,

Laura Treacy - what a leader she
has become, Her reading of the game
a8 & full back was excellent.

The switch of Rena Buckley, another
fremendous Cork servant, hack to de-
fence pald dividends. Pam Mackey
plaved an attacking style of game par-
ticularly in the opening half while
Maeve Cahalane, Orla Cronin and
Leanne O Sullivan continue to grow as
senior players. Hannah Looney also
Tweld her own, While not having a huge
amount to do Aocife Murray's puck
outs are certainly worth a few points,

The Cork support was greak - en-
thusiastic and vocal. As Cork got on
top the poar of “rehels, rebels, robels
rafse-d the roof and rallied the team.
The dual header benefitted both Cork

Picture: IHFHm'RyanBum

teams and it can ondy inspire our
young players to ses the senlors win a
game in such style and in such rapiur.
ous surronndi

S0 1t's a Cork and Galway senlor
final: incidentally it"s also Galway that
Cork meet in the minor final.

1 mentioned last week that [ don't
gop a5 much improvement b Galway
as [ do in Cork since the league final in
Klay. But it's an All-Ireland final and

teams will raise the bar firther.

If the Cork team that turned ap in
walsh Park show up in Croke Park.
one thing is for sure - it will take a very
good team to beat tham,

Semi- wsmmmmmmﬂﬂﬂmmﬂﬂmmm

Pocture: INPHO/Ryan By



CAMOGIE SENIOR ALL-TRELAND SEMI-FINAL

Aue. 2015

Cork’s strength and kno

how made all the difference

BY A EFECIAL CORRESPFONDENT
SO ek
T Pl Do

A good start o both halves
wasn'tenough for determined
Eilkenny to unseat confidernt
champions, Cork in the Lik-
erty Insurance All-Ireland
seTior vamogie semi=fimal
in Walsh Park, Waterford on
Sunday.

Thee Lensiders smasked hom thhe
oals hebween the 43rd and 43th
mirgiss o b things around and race
From level terms into & mateh winning
lead of 4-8 10 1-5.
"During the opening 15 misutes of the
sextuand hasf ver ut-scored Cork 1w
lead done parier;” Kilaniny manager
Fintan Deegan reminded. “Thenwe
e 5w mistalons, Possibly Corkls
Ehree gosls came from mistakes.
SCORING SPELL

"Really, that scoring spell wars tha differ-
enca betwieen (he tesse.” he added
Despite the dsappointment of lesing

1y the i theat et Ehes in bt

After this brush withthe deadly cham-
phons, s conclusion weas that Kikenny
rusisded 04 et plrpsically stronger.
“There s an Al-lrefand in Kikenmy” he
fell, "Bt there ha to be & palient ap-
prozch. Baiting the girks ko the shape
Cork s i veoul taioe work, Soeme of
Cork's best plryors are 27 or 26, and
they are very strong physicaly

Ha marvnlied 3t (he commitment of tha
Kakenity players. They putina missive
effart bt their own expance. and he was
sure theywoubdnt ghwe up the quest
for glary,

"] dan't bhink their mals coenterparts
would make some of the sacrifices they
make.” he suggested

MOQUICK DECISION

There waould be nageick decisinnm
about the futura, Mr Desgan inssind
He willsit down with the County Cam-
ogie Board shortly and review things.
*Cork know hatw b win, that was
basicalyit.” tha manager cortinued 'T
am sura thal i & year or b Kikeney
will knov here b0 win 10, & kot has 1o

year's Ab-Iredand fieal Mr Deeganves  dowithesparience. Cark kww how ta
the nght directionand newtalontwas they never panic
coming through the ranks. “They keew when v wers on top that
“Buring the opsening 17 minutes wik did if theyworkad tagather they could
wirtil et hipvs hen dosng all Season, bed Ve, Thera wasng panic.
Cork then stopped we indanother
o run,” Mr Desgan m“” bwa or threa plapers
xmﬁgmﬂm The All-Ireland cham- e cndmeon e
i bacope h““ e, "Kikenmy
fo 2wt varying chal- mark. Welost 1o
lenges. their nerve. great All-Irekand
Cork are physi- champiors. The
cally strang andvery txperienced Wo scorelng, in my opinion, fattared Cock.
numednih_ﬂum hurkng wisn, but “They got three goals in sk minutes
thery wera physically too strong that cama from our mestakes. Inthat
Thet arverage age oftheKibkannysquad e or si minute period we wers a bit
wies only 12,k rerminded, but st desorganised and we pad the prica. You
peopla were o but panicking that the cannod judge the entire year ena few
county should havean Al-lrelandwon— bad minetessin one maich”
hmmdﬂlﬁ@mﬁr—#m Bslioanuy burst ouf of traps and had
[kt has been prioged. the champéans realing early oa. They
PLENTY OF TALENT grabibed o goal inthe spesing minute
“Theste: ire an mﬂﬂh@ﬂpﬂﬂr’t thraugh Michedo Quity after Ann Dalton
there, and thene i a minar team com- put = Fentassic bull across the square,
i BgI, 50 people have 1o be patient,”  and with points from Katie Power (7).
P fel. | coulde't oy asked foeany— Cara Phalan and Dienise Gaule [3)thay
mare from the players. These girks epened ot & 1610 0-2 fead aher 1T
desene 10 win an Alk-Irsland, but to Mg,
deserve and win ong ang beg difsrpnt Cark book tee hng route back it the

iy =i

CorksLaura

Tmudhhhnr_. I:I-‘Iuhnunlurpmmhnd-h
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the Liberty Insurance senior camasgle seri final

Photo: E1MPHO Byan Byrae

day.
game, and snazked points per Ak Dienise Gaule packd off & pont for
Whitn, Katriona Mackey, Amy O'Connor ~ Killeriny o try and steady thw ship, and
and Briage Corlaeny ta help them find sacond later they nearly grabbed 2 big
feat, s, but fun Dialton's shot vwas Saved
By the break they had overtakan the ry ol Anifs Murray.
Noresaders, and Cork led by 1-710 16 Wihen the action reterned to tha othes
whsen the leams wenl in for the rest. end Ay O'Connor erjoyed bemor ok,
Kiluerig openied the nare half with shooting tothe ret and Cork into a lesd
:_m ﬂ?}‘;ﬂlﬁ!ﬁ'ﬂﬂ B of 4-Ei01-0kead

, thréed widess in-aerow The powerful Braige Coriunry weighed
prevented tham from opening ot & i with 2 poind i swell the difarence to
fead, but o be fair 49101910 minutes
1othe winners, Espatient from the fsish,

Mirian Wik Itwas game, 522 and
snilchied 3 poie happen, maach o the AR
from play in the Btk Breland chasplons.

st 6 g Klkerieny in frong, 18
e 11, Gk rephiad through Katrions
Wackry,

TURNING POINT

The turming point wasn’| fir off kntho
&rd mireste Katrions Mackey punishad
soma boasa dilvrading by tha Cats, a0
- shot Cork imto a 28 bo 1-8-lead
Wichin 1 st Eh groen was Mg

8l the Kilkory end sqain. This time
angther ormor opened the way for Orls
Cottier b fird the pei

Thee champions wiere tesind i the
Fevited s they came through with
flying colours

SCORERS: Cork - Ol Cotter [2-30;
Ay IConnor (1-2);: Kstrions Mackey
G111 Juka Wit Brigge Corkery (-3
eah), Kalkeniy - Dense Qaole (0-4 )
It Quitty [1-1); Katbes Prower (02
Charre Phoken Mirfar Wik, Ann Datos
() nach],

Kilkenny - Emra Karinagh, Sacey
Cuirke, Bdwing Keane, Cxtherin Foley

-

Corics Katriona Mackey and Stacey Quirioe, Kilkenny batths for possession during the Liberty Insurance senior camogie semi-finalin Walsh Park on Sun-

Tosbwrs, By Gaarwuon, A Dialton, Denisg

Sabs - Siobshan Munpby, Jacou Frishy,
Aoife Neary, Shefly Farrell Asing
WMeighan Farrel, Mary 0 Connel,
Mairead Power, Kabe McDoruld,
Cark - Anife Murray, Pamela Macksy,
Laurs Traaicy, Lisanne 0 Sulean, Rena

H!-lﬂlnmﬂmhrﬂh- et g "
erty Insusrance senior camogie semi-fimal, Photo SINFHO/ Ryan Byrne

Phate: GINPHO Ryan Byrne

Buckiey, Gemena 0 Connor, Mesbis
Cahalana, Juka White, Ashiing Thomp-
son, Oria Cotter, Orla Cronin, Hannah
Leney, Betage Corkary, Amy 0 Convr,
Ih .“ H m'.

Suts - Amy Le, Maria Walsh, Emear

[ Sistiewaen, L2ah Weste, Wiamh 0
Keefie, Sarsh Bucidey, Jarniler Hoslord,
Rebecea Waksh, Lawren Calange, Fors
Liss Lymch, Linda Collins

Risferga - Ray Kolly (iGdare),



ALL-IRELAND CAMOGIE SEMI-FINAL
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Tribeswomen get the breaks
in staying on target for glory

B McGrath’s injury time 45 books Galway s place in All-lreland camogie showdown

DARREM KELLY
AT HOWLAN PARK

IN what set the tone for the
weekend, Galway's senior
camogle team booked their
place in the All-Ireland final
after Niamh MeGrath's match
winning 45 In the seventh
mdnute of added tme.

T call the conclusion dramatic
would be an understatement!
Wexdord had clawed themselves
back from a six poing deficit and
three Kate Kelly frees following
Stacey Kehoe's second goal had
bevelled affairs in the -4th minute.

The fourth official in Kilkenny
had signalled four minutes added
time. All in anendance were
preparing for extra-time, espe
cially after Sinead Cahalar’s at-
temipt to plek out Molly Dunne re-
sulted in a wide, Beferee Cathal
Egan appeared to be calling for the
slicithar from Lausra Brenman be-
fore he allowed one more amack.

in typical fashion, Galway
fought for possession before Aoife
Danohue won a free on the right.
From the &5 meire line, Mc-
Grath's opportunity to sk over
Teer fifth point kooked ambitious
=5 the clock mn past 65 miftutes.
In anothier toist, her delivery fell
shor bur Mary Leacy failed to
Teold possession at the concession
of the 45,

Slightly left of the posts, the
Sarsfiedds centre forwand wasn't
going to miss again. The ball
giled over the bar, the Galway
supporters were on cloud nine
and only Brennan’s resulting
puck out remained to concludie a
sensational finish,

Galway were strong fvourites

two wins over the
Slaneysiders this year, but Wes-
ford had big names returning. Ur-
sula facob started her first match
of the summer and Oulart-the-
Ballagh captain Karen Atkinson
had been unbeashed o shackle
Ailish O'Redlly before the change
of ends. Ao, Colm MoGee's
squad had evolved significanthy
since their 223 o 0-9 humdliation
in im Manch. Only three
fmmunmﬂm-edm
quiest for Croke Park.

The seven times All-lreland
champions had done thelr homee-
work on a Gahway side that hadn’t
changed much from their previ-
o ben games, but Tomy Ward's
team made it count on the soone-
board and never trailed their op-
ponents over the 67 mimstes.

McGrath opened the scoring
bt thie first quarter wouldn't see

v elther team seize the initiative.

Wexford's leader Shelley Kehoe
Jevedled by the fouwrth minute buat
two soores for Emima Kilkelly and
Anifie Domnohie gave Galway a 023
v 0] lead.

Jacob and Kelly replied 1o
equalise again before O'Reilly,
strugeling for a decent break, fi-
nally unlocked the Wexford de-
fenoe and popped over a hatrick
of points by the Zind minute. Gal-
way were starting to influence
prooeedings and minor Catherine
Finnerty nearly got in for goal
only for a critical stop by Leacy.
Kiedlly had poimted for Wesford but
their net was rattled shorthy after,

Miamh Kilkenmy was show 1o
stamp her suthority before ex
celling in the second half, but she
made a telling impact with a de-
livery from midfleld. And after
three goals in her previous threse
outings, Dunme cominued her
storming 2015, beating two oppo-
nents o the touch and Galway
weere 15 to -4 ahead,

Dunne

responded to
mﬁl‘t!—‘[!tnz-?

amwm.am
othergoal

The Tribeswomen are a mare
Focused side this year but thelr
conceniration lapsed. Katriona
Parreck, determined to exorcise
painful memories from the 2013
semi when she was sent-off,
hooked threatening in possession.
And after the Galway hall-back
lire didn't manage a clearance,
the 51. Thar's aftacker sent a dan-
gerous ball towands the square
and Stacey Kehoe's slight towch
helped It to the net.

Wenford were back b Galway
chosed out the el with reo Mo
Grath frees, making it 1-8t0 14 at
the interval. However, a Seroqs
ke injury put paid to Kilkelly's
imaalvement.

That being said, the slight
wind now Evoured the 2003 All-
freland  champlons and
Kilkenny made it count with two
points in the opening 10 min-
utes, Ome fedt Wexford had
thircwam all they haed, but the side
that dominated camogie at the
turn of the decade refused to
ﬂﬂd.ﬁlﬂhﬂ:elupuhﬂadbt:-
fore Parrock made it 1-10 1016

=

Galway's Miamh McGrath points the winning 45 in injury time against Wendord in Saturday’s All-Ireland camogie sem-final at Nowlan

Park, 5050 DONALL FARMER 'S0

with [ minutes nemaining.

Donohue's second score kept
Galway clear while the two lis
(Kelly arsd MeGrath) eraded points
for a 1412 to 17 scoreline. But then
Jacob tet up Stacey Kehoe to hit
thee net and agaln, Wexdord wene
beack in the Iant.

Dunme responded to make it -
13 10 2-7 bust meomenaam was with
the Leinster side who missed rwo
other goal chances, while a Susan
Earmer injury (rom two lmpor-
tant blocks threatened the Eyre-

Each time, seven-iime All-5tar
Kelly kept her cool and sent the
ball batween the posts. When she
made it 113 o 210, it looked lke
another 20 minutes avaited. But

M"mll.a ﬁurlm

cnmhuhu :
cpnl::ﬂ.’u y sealed 3
Teturmn to Croke Park, the
vh&hummquﬂ
- Nimmb M-
E‘!ﬂ:mliﬂ'md;-h

ning score.

=1 think if we had lost thet
game, it would have been the
 worst defeat in my camogie
career,” said captain Nismh
mlmwﬂﬂ:mm

faith struck a lucky blow. One
more play (o produce a winner.
And like a rughy ream chasing
awinning iy, Galway maintained
the biall, won pwo pleosd balls and
when in range, McGrath con-
verted to send her team to Croke
Park. A win for resilience that
would be copied rwice more a
Croke Park the following day.
The four-week gap told in Gal-
way's performance. While good

in patches, it lacked the Auidity .

required if the O'Duffy Cup i

- poing to refurmn west. The maroon

amid white havent managed to re-
produce thelr scintillating league
form yet bust they do look a batthe
Tardenesd baztalion unable to con:
temgate defeat.

Gabway are now 1l games wn-
beaten and if they come ot of

We were so lucky 1o r:‘.um:u-.u
ofthat with a point win and
e mmmm
_ﬁ- uhmmﬂ nerves of seeel!”
nail-biting stuff
l]iﬂ'e‘ﬁu; : Last Few min-

* added vice-capeain
suihﬁumﬁ. “I don't know
how we minaged to edge it
upand credi needs to go to.
Niamh McGrath For what she
“didd there for that free. That
wits serlous, Serious pressure
amd she stuck 1o her puns.
Shee stuck it over the bas.”

In was & difficult few tham

Dublin with that record exxended,
they will be All-ireland champi-
oms. Bt the holders Cork will
Jurve something to say following
thedr 410 o 100 over Kilkenng.

Earmer was brave In goal; Sarah
Dervan and Lorraine Ryan wene
the top defenders; Kilkenny got
better as the game progressed;
while Donohue, MeGrath and
O'Reilly enjoyed big moments
over the hour.

Gabeay: 5 Earan T Hantan, & Derddn,
FL oy 5. Con, 5. Hoaly, L Myaeg M,
Fienry {0-2L C. MaGrth; A Donots
{02, M, MoGrath (3-5, three fries. ono
45, E. MikeSy (0-1 T Finnorty, M.
D (1T, & OBy (0-5p Subs: F
Whmﬁlimﬁﬁim
T i Bt (51 e
Wieadoed: L Brenndr L OLosry 5
Molan, C. Dershi 5. Semolt, M. Liacy,
. Sinnry; D, Codd, B Garden; K Pae-

i'mndmmrlltm frees,
these was a kot of other things
in fer minel. But slse showed

: Il'itl}"ptﬂlphal'u'alnﬂ.
Clodagh, the

she pust b i the first half, It
wasi't easy for them girls, but
Fair ity 10 them, * said Gal-
waly manager, Tory Ward.

T

vk C0-T, B iy D05, all Feaps), Shal-
lery oo (-1 Stactey Wik (200, LI
Jmeosts (0=4), UL Sirevatt. Suba: K Adlore
o for Doreshus (6 Fring, Linda Bol-
e feer Sonyy (54 mina)l. Lisa Boliger for
Gordon {59 mind)

b C Egan [Cork)

B Galway's under 165 kicked-off
an Impressive weekend for Gal-
way teams when they defeated
Digliin 206 6o I=4 in the All-freland
semi-final, Clarinbridge’s Carrie
Dolan gave a master class with
nine frees in the Frst hall giving
Lorraine Larkin®s team had a (-3
1o 1) ashvantage at halfime.

Dolan concluded the game
with O-14 while Siobhan McGrath
and Elizha Broderick sdded the
goals that send them into a final
meeting with Cork on Sunday
ek (August 300,

of battle in there,” added
Ward, 'Butnmmmn.&
frly to Weidord. The Kate
tht. the Katriona Panudﬂ.
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Late late hearthreak as Wexfor:

Wmmng Galway point came almost six and, agalf minutes i

DEAN GOODISON

InNowlanPark
BALRAY 14
WEKFORD 210

e

WET EYES, broken hearts, ag-
oy b0 losa - tha lights went oul
on Wexdlond's bid 1o make tha
Libety Insurance All-iraland Sen-
for camogle champianship fnal
mrn Niamh MoGrath nailed a

rd ‘45 almost six
and & hadl minutes inlo added
1ima in Mewian Pak. Killcanny on
Saburday.

Tha faces at fulllsme said i
all: pure despondoncy. Teandoha
on cheaks were wiped claar with
swoal-soaked jarseys, laaving
flushod gupressions of sheer
exasperation. When Kale Kelly
canverted her skdh froe of the al-
maan, with 3:44 of the aliocated
minirum ol four minuies gone in
have bean extra-time.

Than reforoe Cathal Egan b il
gt o, &nd on, and on, Thar eas
& nalural-lasaling end in therm. As
Lowra Bronman was reddying Lo
puck fha ball ool over @ minube &l-
ter Kally's lpvellor, afior @ harmioss
pass 1p b Bna had Bown wide,
the Cork alficial was making an
unsclantfakila amm Moo, & sgnal

bisen it, but sl no whistio. Tha
sliathar Sickad ol a Wexhord hand
and babing Ior & Eatly simplo '45
that McGeath nailod,

up jusl short. Undgubdedly it was
mong paindul a way 10 losa than i

will fall behind the cmission ol bwa
wasily-guparienced campaignors;
0se whi playpsed Ao part ol al, whils
ihe other wis only summeonad
fram tha banch afier 26 minutaes.

Billy Donnelly was brave ks
yoor bt he was proved 1o bo right,
When Mary Roso Helly becama
imvaitabla jor tha AR-ledand sami-h-

ot thi youth of Acifie MoAulitie
wiva had played the vast majority
of leagus games. That decsion

Mary Leacy Grops to her knees in dismay at the finalwhistie in Nowlan Park on Saturday.

Mags CrArcy is a question that
many will ponder, | MctGas ba-
ligvas sha ks, then the decision mot
to sfor tha Ma Fianna clubwoman
Is justified.

Howevar, thome can be Taw
GECUSEs of Justiinbée reasons
feoim this Mandges and his follow
mminbors Tor not starting Karen
Agkinsan, The Culari-The Ballagh
catendar s an In ko S6th min-
uls and shut doan Alksh O Redly
right than ared there. The Gabway
cormar-fansand had ihess polnis

- onthe board by the time Aiinson
- was introduced and was causing

abaolute havoo = sho was almosd
& non-lncior thereafior
Those are the decisions ihat

B managar lives and diss by bul
a8l adl in all #'s beon a good yoor

{or anathor shol of glony
in yal 1o ba seen byt that will bo
McGee's task should he wish bo
coma back for ancther stint as

. It ol prove diffci o
kvnp them all with Sos ol segquiars
closa to, O B wiong side of, 30,

Thay looked like an ageng
group toeands tha and af th firs:

Falf & Gakwary had the batter of the
gamip. [§ wias O-4 apiadh after 19 min-
sooras from MoGamth,

et br thie ety el

H ehat goal was oo simpls, Galway
obliged with a mess-up of b cwn
By rinuied bedors this ledval a5 Kat-
rina Parrock's ball into e goalmauth
was missod by ivorgbady, incheding

&

WEXFO

RD VCAL.L‘ AY

oadded time

Sincay Kehoa's ouistredched hrf, and
meglied W e cormad of Bhe nal.

Tt imaang MciGrash frees leh Gabsay
18 to 1-4 ahaad at the inlenal whils
the net coupda after the broak also
wenl 1o the westanmess with Kikenny
grabbing a brece, It was & peculiar
spill in tha game as Weadond starind
to ool on fop but couidn® tum Sheir

inio soores.

Their bast opporiunity in the third
quarder carma whan Parmock bull-
dozed her way through but ket controd
& the vital Ema.

Tha bail fiedl for Siacey HKehoe bul
ﬂ:ﬁmmwwlﬂﬂ
into the side-nedting.

The Slarryt:ders did point theough
Snuelliny Kehoo to make it 1-10 1o 1-5
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TipperaryUnder16A Camogie

Tipperary Under 16A Camogie panel that played in the All reland Under 16A Camogle Championship Semi Final, Walsh Park, Waterford recently,

and poded ancther Mrough Ursula
Jicob in tha 480h menuta 10 NETOW
the gap bo fowr - aithcagh it could hive
bean even babier had Ling Sinnoit's
afipn slpped wndar rathear than onbs
the crosabar in the build-up.

Gahway responded with beo of the
nad threse points with Donchwes and
MeGrath batiering & Kely frea.

The momaent ol inspiration Wesxfond
desparately neaded came, irafing
by 1-12 fa 1-7, with seven minutas
Ialt. Louise O'Leary fed B Dall down
desp into the lelt comar lo Jacob
wiyo looked up and played a parfect
ball fght across the face of goal.
Stacey Kehoo the shiathar
and thurmped i past Eamerto pul fwo
brabwaen tham,

Controversial referes Cathal Egan performing

W/ith B minuies io o & Kelly bea
dropped shoet, snd il fell fo Jacob who
hit thie side-natling.

Than Shelley Kehos flashed 8 point
attormpd heft and widie, Gahwary's Dunna
put threa botween the sides heading
intio acded time with a wall-taken point.

Kabe Kalhy was imparious in the final
quarter and won tha ffee that M the
gap to two. It was namowed to one
wihan sha comverted after Sinnott
wis Talled,

With tha faigs puemped up, Linda
Bodger lumibled and Kally comvarted
har third addad-lime dead ball bo e
thia . Alas. it wasn'l encugh as
Galway snaaked ther late point o
book their date in Croke Park.

Galway: Susan Eamnar, Thdsds Mas-

the coln toss as captalns Shelley Kehoo and Miamb Kilkenrny ook on,

to, Sarsh Dervan, Heather Coonry; Siob-
hain Comn, Shasini Hoaly, Lormaing Fyan;
Meamb Killkenny (capt. 0-2), Clociagh
McGrath; Acis Donabue (0-2), Mamh
WeGrath j-5, 3 frigs, 1 "45), Emima Kikeily
(0-1]; Cathogrirsn Finrsscty, Maly Cunno {1-
1}, Adlish O Foilly $0-3). Suba. - Finnoula
Kapdidy for Kiliolly, inj. (30 + 2, Sirdued
Cahalan for G. MoGrath [53),

Waxford: Lura Brénnan; Clasa Dong-
Sinnott, Mary Loacy, Ciara Stoney; Daii
Cadid. Brid Gordon; Katrina Parod [1-00,
Hilp Wiy (0565 oo, Sudlhiey BGBhn (S0,
0-2); Slacey Kotoo (1-40), Ursula Jacob

=
| . -

......

Someof the Under-15 camogie players who were inactisnin Kilkenny on Saturday.

Under-13s husy in Kilkenny

KILKEMNY WAS a very busy place for Wastond
camogie learms an Salurday,

Owr Senlor team was very unlucky 1o lose the
All-eland Senior championship seml-fnal to Gal-
weay with an excira late, labe pofmbed "5, The lowdaes!
chedrandars In Mowlan Park, with thelr constant
chanl of "Wexlord, Wexdord, Wesdord', wiere tha 20
mambens of the Purple and Gold teams from the
Undes-15 dovelopmant squads,

They had deparied Wexlord at 7.30 aum. bo par-
ticipata in the Alldreland Undar-15 bEtz which was
played at bao differant venuas. The Purple leam wem
ko Clara, whila the Gold team travelied on to tha new
geounds af Jamis Staphans.

Thia Purpde tsam had a termfic siruggle against
Cork in their firsd game Balare [asing A wany sihong
Eilkanny Black team, who were the aveniual ovenal
winnars of ihe ‘A’ compefition,

Clasa prowided the oppasition in the thid and final
gam which Wieadord won,

Four gitls bravely played in ihis garme, in spite af
camying injuries recehod against Cork and Kilkenny,
B ot wars no tubstules o call on,

T Purgs b wiich wirs managed by Gar Redmend
aned Esephonis Curiiy was: Tara Merphy, Mackeemie 0 Leary,
Kathering Conroy, Emma Swoengy, Rta Doylo, Nora

Higgina, Imogen Fanning, Orla Forsung, Emma Sinnom,
Konny, Kabe Devineus and Aldeen Murphy,

Mamrrwhile, oved in James Slophens G.AA. com-
plox, ihe Godd team played bour back-o-back games
in quick sucoession, Kilkenny Amber, Down, Meath
and Dubdin Azure Blua provided 1he oppossion,

Again thore were no substitutes, a0 every girl
playad the enlire bour games. They too acguiibed
thermaahes with price and e wae 15 vory linad
girls Bl the and.

Wihan they ware re-uniled wilh thair friands in
Nowdan Park, they cheened on thelr Senios colleagues
with gusto.

The Gold tean, maraged by Danis Lamber and Gor-
cing Curlis, was: Lawen Sinnoft, Molly Power, Sharnon
Burns, Sarah O Do, Chics Mythen, Ciria Byre, Kobs
Mo, Jirss Borvlin, Geace O"Halloran, Jaie Egan, Kayleigh
Furiong. Rnchel Powes, Aoile Flalding, Miaala Larigan
and G Doyln,

Thanks to all the gifds tad their dedicasion, hard
wiek and good kn and a special (hank you 1o tha
parenis who drove (he girts b0 training eveny Saburday
and suppored tham af the various blitzes,

They have baen great ambassadors for Wasiord
camoghe and wa Brs visny proud of them.
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Cork's Julia White evading Kilk

rﬂehelﬂoer theirw

enny's Darina Tobin during the Liberty Insurance Allireland Senior

ay into Allireland final

Cork defeated Kilkenny 4-10 1o 1-10, and now face Galway in the final at Croke Park on September13,

Semi-Final at Wakh Park, Waterford,
. H-l:tl.!!: Sam Bames | SPORTSFILE

'Minors forge good win over Offaly

WENFORD 2-12
OFFALY 210
WEXFORD PICHED up thesr first viclony on the
mmmmmwm
mwmmwmm
in Farns on Sunday,
| mmmwmmh
| heir first cuting bt foll bohind sy and could naver
faging g 1o Phegging mway
Wn'rmh.ﬂij-mmluﬁ'ukwq::.
Painks from Chioe Foms and Moelans Shanahan
ladias Hﬂnmﬁ:nﬁu ooy
dangsious Saah Harding
hgﬂmanﬂhmmnﬁm.

#nd Sarsh OrConnar broughl ths hosts foved
mmmmﬂmmmwm.
aftor groat work by Una Sinnalt, fired ‘Waxdoed o
tho lead onco again,

A Leah Walsh point, that carms wish an assést Fam
Shauna Kelly, plss points for Foaxe and Shanahan put
Tdﬂ-ﬂmi-ihl‘ﬂ@ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂm
thirsgs gob oven baiber when Shanahan lound
the mot in added tma,
Hewervar, Offaly hit back through Tori Delaney
and pulled level at hall-Gma {1-8 10 2-6). Thiee Eous
frees kapt Wendord in the game but when Mairdad
wannings added her Sevanth point with five minules
remaining, the visilors led by ane (2-10 10 1-12),
| Yol there was one moment of magic laft fioe
| Weodard and it Came with just feo minutes lef whon
ﬂﬂufrﬁd-inamthm ki -k
ﬂl:‘rmhrdmﬂ mﬁm'#“m

Lip for Wissdord i & trip to ihe capilal on Sun-
_ iy b Fcn & Dublin sicda which hoars yob 1o baste victony
hw:hw.hmumtbmmnymmuf
mmmmmwmm

Kt Murpbry: Acife MeCrea, Sarah SrGonnor §0-1 o),
Dokeann Kavanagh; Ung Sinnolt, Laurs Dempany; Efes
Foche, Moslons Shanahan (1-2), Lash Walsh [01]; Oonsgh
mu-mm-mmm,mm Suiba.
- Ak Darmgsey for 0. Dende, Acko Doyle for 5. Kelly.
Otiaty: Shanncn Tuohy, Aoibhe Whaishan, Alsbng
hw.mﬁuhhﬁmmn1m.
Clara Beannain; Cailin Fizgeenld (10-1), Aitisin Epgan; Gilian
110, S Harko (1, Mot
1 Hargdieg (1-0h, Maindad X
mwmm—m. it
tirse i1 tha Sendor camoglo All-lredand
somi-hnalin Mowlan Park on Satunday, lour membsars
o the Under-15 developmand squad participated in
compatitan.

This is & skills rolay race, whoss the girls had to
canry iha slicthar on thair hurkey for 40 motros and
then handpass it o Bhelr colleague and 50 on. The
firsd tmam b ot s four mambens across th finksh
hﬁwl:tﬂhhm

Counties particinated and the Waslord fsam
m&mhﬂtmmmm
memmhﬂmmm
actualy held a slight lead for o tima.
ﬂwhruﬂyhadhﬂfﬂmmﬂmlﬁ!ﬂd
in fourth position, wilth just sesends batwssn then
and firgt place. Woll done girts,

Auc 3015 |

(B2 camogie Assoeiation

T Carmogie Avieckiled 7o aoee

Bl BTy W name brea o Froem AR
Ireflired pred b i Lavngh TRl undifL,
campaign BREA sl IRHEDE

needed
by Cork

B Mary Newman

TOMOEROW: Liberty In-
surance All-Ireland Inter-
mediate Championshi
semi-final: Cork v Kil-
MNowlan Park, 4pm.
the county senior and
U16 A teams safely

throuigh to

All-Ireland finals, Cork go in

search of another final spot

St tD thr et ot Mo

o o=

lan Fark for a8 meeting with
Kildare,

Caork will not lack in moti-
vation, given that the inter-
mediate final will be held on
the snim?:ﬁng a[.smﬂt:e senlor
Eame in Lroke . O Sep-
tember 13. However they face
a strong test against a Kildare
side that have impressed in
both their championship and

h?nmmﬁlimliﬂlm
hey gualified for the

league semi-final losing out bo
Waterford 1-15 to 1-7 in &
::i::;tinn contest, whilst in

campaign
they again lost ont to Water-
ford, but had excellent victor]-
&5 over Kilkenny and Antrim
to qualify as runners-up from

two,

ml-[iilfkam native, Stephen
Dermir, m a slde that
Includes Re Im! Gorman,
Susie O » alobhin Hur-
by, Melissa Lyons, Emer Re-
illy and Caraline Forde in
their line out and having lost
ot at sermi-final stage in the
national leagoe they want to
make amends and reach

Cork made & blistering start
to their champlonship cam-
paign with an excellent vic.
tory over Meath and went on
ﬂ"“ﬁ:ﬂ" Wt-fnrd and

Wi, superb displays
before & shocking pul’-gl-rm
ance in their last game saw
them defeated by Galway,

Dlmyhez it weas the knowled e
that their semi-final spat was
already secured that saw
fall te i:Eﬁitn, but if they ap-
proach with the same
:;lﬂ;:dr.- they will be brushed

Having been hugely im-
pressed by their commitment
throughout this campaign I
am sure they will improve
hugely and give the perform-
ance they are capable of.

Manager Paudie Murra

Camps 0g ope

yer to the senjor team and
this has helped his side re-
main settled and foectsed,

Cork have su players in
Kinmh B'Mg.aﬂuren Cal-
lanan, Sarah Fahy, Sarah
Harrington, Finola Neville,
and Kaitlin Hickey.

They have boon dealt s huge
How as they will be without
centre-back Sarah B 1
wiho in a freak accident during
the hatf time puck around at
the senkor semi fnal tare Lga-
ments in her ankle when she

stood] on o sliotar,
A bipg improvement is
neaded. bt with the sdded in-
ﬁnﬁw the senior team

1 All-Ireland day in Croke
mmu.ﬂm



Camagie

Linda
Mellerick

IT'S not breaking news at this
stage that Wexford have appeal-
ed their All Ireland semi-final de-
feat to Galway primarily due to
the 6.40 minutes additional time
played, when four minutes was
stipulated by referee Cathal
Egan.

in the sixth minute and 13th second
of additional time Galway struck
thelr winning point. Secondly, a
seemingly converted 45 by Eate Hally
in the [rst hall which was wawved
wiicke by Cathal after fatling to con-
sult with hiz umpiees, who seamed
pindecisive and of opposing opinions.

Tt was strange that as the inltal rm-

jmours circulated that an objection
would be lodged Wexford placed a
tweet stating "Best wishes to the
AGalwaycamogiedd team in Croke
Park on the 13th Seplember, #tough-
meatchourgameyourgama’.

Firstly let's forget about the dis-
allowed 45. Games week in and week
out in all sports at all levels are deter-
mined by similar decisions and if
every game was replayed weé'd
hardly get past the first round.

Wexford won't win that one. The
added time, once again the ladies
fooiball hooter has come into the
spotlight about a way around what
happened last Saturday. In fact it
wag due to a similar situation in an
All-Ireland final a number of vears
mizo that prompted the LGFA to intro-
duece this.

As soon as the objection was
lodged the social media comments
gtarted, criticising and citing how
this must be the worst aver yoar for
HE camogfie association in terms of

They can certainly do without this
headache I'm sura.

Just for the record, we have a great
game that is generally well ron. Yes
there are tssues around fixtures at
times. the inter-county champion-
ships and how it affects club struc-
trypea, our rules and our refereaes hul
these are the vory same problems
that crop up in hurling and football.

I doubt a wesak by when some
club or county isn’t giving out about
something in the GAA; structures,
rules, refs, systems. _

How many times have we listened
tn The Sunday Game analysts criti-
cise referses? That won't go away
anytime-soon yet vou don't have
people harping endlessly about how
rubbish the association is. Itisn't, the
GAA 1= a great association as is the

yCamogle association and the LGFA.

1 dan’'t hold hack about things I feel

peould be improved upon within our
game. Last weekend aside I have on
many octasions criticised our camo-
gie rules and the often overly sirin-
peent way they are %&d by many
referees. Thev ire uﬂ'l.l htedly hlif-
Iﬂﬁ' ! w . Hug thoss are the
Eﬂm. ' lhm ﬂf'[]ur

I don't maka the rules.
ﬁduh and county delogates that

rent playersn
o back our game

Cork players celebrate their magnificent win over Kilkenny last weekend. Too eften the focus is on the negatives, rather than the excellence of our current stars.

Hiamh McGrath, Galway, is tackled by Linda Bolger, Wexford in the semi-final last

wieekend.

attend congress do; it°s they that
maks the decisions and these are the
same people that criticise from the
stand. We have a rules issue but
egually we have Inconsistent refer-

Picture: Sam Barnes/SPORTSFILE

eeing right across the board. The del-
efgates cin address polnt one, the as-
anciation point fwe.

Incidentally if wis also the county
delegates that passed the “coin foss’

ruleat congress last year,

Mow rn:li.'be they had all dozed oflf
and mis this eritical ruling. They
failed in thelr duty.

5o the poor camogie association is
being attacked again, And in this
e bt a blt onfair, They have done
tremendous work, over the past ten
vears in partienlar. _

Yos we have o way to go but isn't it
great that we've come such a long
way and still have potentlal to de-
valop further. That's exciting!

Yes there are times we may take
two steps back before one forward
but thit's called taking a chance, a
risk, which although having back-
fired has made you all the stronger
and wiser when you go at it again,

What surprises me is the seem-
ingly constant negativity fram many
current players, ready to pounce af
every opportunity. I have never spen
such negativity towards one's own
sport and I'm wondering why.

Whast the players enjoy boday 1= a,
eillinn miles from what we got. And
it will ot even better, of that 1"ve no
doubi.

Yes times have changed, the press.
fee on inter-county young adults
coming from a number of angles is
tongh but wea had our challenges oo,
And we trained endiessly with no
ane concerned abanl our burnout or
our welfare, We cxpected litthe and
loved every minute of i1

Players are by and large ireated
wall. Many beliove they deserve

Ficture: INPHOVRyan Byrne

Fixtures

SLUNDAY AUGUST 23
Senior B Chamgn Yaloy P « Chorakany ot Es-
nipkadres 1 Bom. Barryos v Sarsfokds ol Ban-
pondD Spm. 1Gthimain Temsinages wGrTigaing o
Bandion @ Tpm
imier Champe lisckeock v Traciom of Casfic Rd af
Tpm, Enntskoans v Skabh Aua a1 Brinny at Tpm
MOMDAY AUCLFST 24
Jignlor & Champ: Hewoosioen v Ha Pieiagh &
Castie Pd ot Tpm.

Jumlar & Champlenahip: Aghada v Sourcoy
Respers ol Hislo®an ab 7.95

TUESDEY ALNDLST 25
Sandor Champéonshig: Councoy Aovens v Ciough-
dure ol Drinny &l Tpoen
WEDHESDAY AMPFUST 26

Junior A Chimplanship: Bahepsiown v Welor-
{grasshil at Gastho fd a1 7.15

more and there is nothing wrong
with that-we shoubl always strive for
heiter. Rut if players feel they de-
serve more they should do all they
can to work together to aehiovs L

The WGPA should help in what 1
hope will ba o positive way,

[t°s our pdayers that best prommotes
our gami and they neod 10 do Hhisz,
. Wou owe the game as much as it
nwes Yol e L

All op nothing.:



Reilly radar on targft for Kildare

I E—
By Camoges Preca
Pt FHEELE S

Kidare FLI
ok D-M

nﬂmmnwummwhuﬁwm.rmwmm"wm
ol it weirts @ e g ey Fraeined right Hhrough e e B SET AR Lierty Trusrane Al-Areland
et o lrel dite with Waerlord on Septerier 3

hmamﬂnfﬂhhﬂyﬂimﬁqnnhmmmmmﬂuh
premier o tie

Corh wine g relias? b | 6Tre senior skipper, Arrarcds IRegun for ther soore i Douglin
wharprdeier Sinished with s parr.
fi o thers o b the Finst utd, weile Surie CrCarmnil rimpondied wiih frve i the offer ond of e pich,

it s -8 1 107 whsirs By, wha Tinished with 1-2 frese. plawy, Finised  Piowing mene In Binieg fashion for e
DNt brarn jgoal.
Thee wpoord hatl war. & risal 57 wretre 1 baoth foame, delnded saldly buy FCarol Relly and Sobti

sty simetched the mangin £ s

st thi defesshes Uit noves ioaiing et ronceding o geal. thas wis stwingi gEing i b encugh i Seaphe
Dorrrar’s chargos achvande oo the Crofus Park denider,

GOORERS - WLDARE: 5 OrCarrell 0-B{of ol € felly 122 5 HrleyD- 30 M Lo 041

£ A TRegan 0-700F, 2 45 S Faiey. £ Rigerecn. K Hidny, L Cellies 0-16ach
\WATIRFCME: R OConrell, © Plasagen, Mo, F Trant, A Lyens. 5 Gorman, £ Farreil. T Forde. H cDonril,
E Ry S Horiey, L Marsey. 5 Diiammoell, W iEadey, M Lyors

CEFG: A Lbe, £ Marpty, L Weise, N Dieeite, § Faby, © Sgeresn, H IFRegan, X ke | Callanan, I Croraliy,
I i, 1L Coppingor. © Sugrus. L (ollen, & (FRegan.

Waterford goal rush does the trick
= — =

By Camoge Frou
Poged I208T0 13

Thres goels in sighe mircts sid-way troggh te seoind hatl hemed S Liserty inrancr Al-neland
el Cartgi fbmi-lnal on i B W Wikerford| st holding ofl & desperate radly by Meath m
eorrmee e plaoe i e (il on Geptenser T

Tha rrasestic R Do Srowesd o il ared M pobtn bt B hatl, with Megan Tryene B grashiog
& o, o Meath soorered oo @ 3-8 1o 0-5 Lesd o hall B

g, il harels impectod o Be undipr the cosh siraighi after the resurretion b initially, they ooped with
what Water ord hadl to oflor quite weil.

Frrorm e trear Sheva Corran brescted Fwer definces for T At Gre on &1 minuies though, the Noodganes
eperid arel the vere of the gare winl changed complately.

#sding Poreeer e spconed school vhress Bees Cartos atss d ourd B net snd o= magnficen Trigh lcieran
faringing heer Eally %0 tive potaes, vhe DESe wirs fore Beee clgir

Dy potggptnl] Ratnely s o Pl bnrt et v rminunes of iy i ded e Ewase preisure, ‘Wb dord
L CE TS

SODEERS - WATERFORD: T Reckrrs 0-5[ Mk B Cartony, § Curran Fleach A Poee W L Bray, | Serpson N
Rsrioete O-1 sty

NLATE §iDolan J-5{0-2s} A Memogue 0-3(2f5. 145); B Trayere 1-0; & Hachett -1

WATERFORD: [ Brennan, K Mekiaton, C Wiwie, W Falcorwr, © Raber, T bachrran, | Sergson, § el lerman, L

Brary, N iRachets, WMoy, B Corton, A Power, T MoGone, D Power. Subs: B Kirvanagh S 0 Power, §

L f y
ﬁh‘hﬁwﬁm.vﬁi_.ﬁwwmrum’u—r Lk ‘ h -

MAEATH: E Murgan. € Coffay. € Coffey. G Coterman, & Keogh, & Troy, L ODorogres, | Datan, K Mackett, &
Minogue. & Magnin, M Thayrse, © Clrie, E Gury, § Matot, Subn 5 Galfeesy fer tiuy, M Koogh bar € Coffey. F
Crieien for Gafinisy, A Tharmgion for Thyne

IE :
B o ool
. PR
1..“.1: :u'mm-rﬁ-ta Dutsin I1
Rostommaa 145 . 4 E:.
Leinster MADT: Weoderd 24 Dulban 1.
o Y

|Corkery

fo thpir eredit, battled away to the finish and had
ﬂl::w of possession but were unable to convert it
scores and had to rely on the excellent Jacinta
Crowley. who got all their points from placed baills.
I‘mThwghul Cadtri . E"ﬁthﬁ mmm Fave A
[= T8 triona oon
splay while, behind her, captain Eva

Dunne also impr as did "keeper Aoife Murray,

cently and the first rounds
shuumd he played by Septem-

Her 30,
U168 A: The V16 A cham-

- Hjnmhip i% hugely competi-

v,
Thore is ono imimary
~round, with Aghabullogue

Crowley had

uvde- guarter.

M Mary Newman CAMOGIE
WITH the summaer helidays  mecting St Finbarr's. The
over, the focus returns o winner will meot Aghacda, Mil-
16 Cork Camoge l}‘hﬁm— ford/Ball¥hes are a combi-
ship, Tha draws wene re-  pation of both clubs and thoy

are af home to Glen Rovers,
Holders Sarsfield®s are
pattedl against Ballygaryan in
what shounld be ane of the
games of the champlonship.
Hoth are contenders.
Cl uv will be at home to
Sliahh Rua; Inniscarra and

Chughﬁ-l'r 2-12 CAMDGIE
Courcey Rovers 06 = Olan Allen
CLL¥ * full- of Emily O'Regan, Karyn
HDUV advanced to the quarter finals of the  Courceys’ full-back line
o Bt ponaased ok St Chont Khane 1o O Hays ph n ot s
h they will face Doug
wmum“’ v H:.rin. aver Courcoy Bovers af Brinny  Duggan hmuw l::]ﬂ“ ul'l‘u-:n:m' g b saves, Eﬁ:
oV i : buld-up involving
An outstanding display by Cork dual star Breige  scoring with a tafter a
Gu:ucur;:' laid the foundation for this win, Courceys, Acife Bm?-mm;ghy and Rachel Hurley.

¢ gides lewvel %ﬂht minutes
with Courcey’s first altack, but a FEEOnEs
Mairead Corkery and Becky Hennigan resto
Cloughduy's advantage at the en of the

Two frecs by Crowley had the sides level for the
second time as Cloughduy finished the half
points aplece from Joanne Down and Annc-hiarie

'[;!‘:!'ui.lnlmul iﬂmm“m;
rigaline ma .HI'I-IITJ

1o Mewoestown; Hjl‘t:dmmﬁ:
moleagui host Mo P 5
and Hallineollig travel to
Charlevilie.

Ul B CHAMPIONSHIF:
Two preliminary rounds ln
the Ule B Champlonship.
Blarney will meet Ballings-
carty, with the winpers play-
ing Killeagh in round one,
Conrcey Bovers and winners
meting Cobh.

fiext

with two

leads the way for dominant Cloughduv.

and one from Miamh O'Leary

i lead 0-8 1o 0-3

Ryan

. Briege Corkery left her mark on the
aﬂmt hnﬁiillif%mmperhﬁals in the ope 10 min-
wies of the second half. Hurley played her in for the
first. and the second came from a sobo FUR &8 Shit 00-

leashed a cracking shot to the net.

First round of under-16 Cork camogie champio

&t Catherine's are at home
o5t Vincent's, [ou
will meet Enniskeane,
take an Fr {'Meill’s. Ballin-
hassig host Brian Dillon's,

are at home to
Clonakilty, whilst Ballinora
munke the T ¥ 1,
e c PI

Valloy Rovers are at home to
HKildorrey amd Lt i good to see
E:ltdnrn:.rl ﬂ.;;i’ﬂdin[ut under-
age lov fi.

The winners of this game

will meet Bantepr. Innise-
arma’s second team will meet
Rockban. Blackrock make the

Journay fo Barryros,

sigiwabii) bt nejghbodrs,
a mett n )

Erin's Own, and Wa =

hill have a trip to Mallow,

whilst Newtownshandrum

travel 1o West Cork for a mesd-

5.

hosi : :
‘Butievant and Hride
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Last club
action
before
decider

CAMOGIE
B Linda Mellerick

NI
Evening Echo Senior
Ballincollig v
Castle Road, 7pm

THIS weak will spell the last
club action for those that have
players on the Cork team
ahead af the All-Iveland final
bwo weeks from Sunday.
Ballincollig as-
sig take'to the field in Castle
Fnadd this evening in a second
round back door te having
lost their opening games 1o
Davuglas and St s,
Of conrse, the big blow for
Ballineollig is the loss of
Sarah Buckley to an ankle in-
fury picked up inawarm
Cork's senior champlonship
defeat of Kilkenny 10days ago,
From Ballinhassig's perspec-
tive, thew will welcome the
roturn of Eimear Q" Sullivan
after her prolonged kKnee

Lujnri].
Ballineollig and Douglas
Shamplonchip tivis far and if

thus )]

,mareu'aatecrllu more high in-
tensity and exciting games
throughout this champion-
mmma&iﬂnranhﬂ;t
linco Douglas by a
int in additional time only
Jfor a sideline cut by Aine Do-
novan to deflect to the net.
Under “nhaadjn ln::dtl;a

AME, collig jum in
E&ruuufnddsﬂ}rwhmiurlh_hs
champlonship after their per-
formance,

They may have coma in
under | mgnr.hjnlmt's.tlm
situation they now find them-
selves in and dealing with that
tap ia just another slement of a
management’s work.

When one looks through
Ballineallig’s line-ont and sees
fElmeEs Such a5 Cough-
lan, Leah Weste, Linda Dor-
gani, Denise Cronin, Sam Coo-
mey, Sinead O'Callaghan and
Patricia Buttimwer... it's pretty

ressive,

Ballincollig are always
there or thereabouls; reaching
the final in 2013 and losing the
semi-final last season after a

by
ig didn't have the

st of starts, losing heavily to
&t Catherine’s, but O0'Sullivan
was & huge loss,

Hassig are a side that can
produce determined and tén-
aclons performances, their
opening round victory over
Courcey Eovers 12 mon’ AED
a prime example,

They met tonight’s oppo-
nents in the quarter-final and
andured a 2-16 to 2-4 defeat,
but the margin didn’t reflect
the claseness of the tie. Ballkn-
collig had more scoring
power, howewver, and it's
something Ballinhassig hope-
fully have the talent to ad-
dress thit this yedr,

With Emma Jordlan, the ro-
turn of Catriona Cellins,

yGeraldline Colllins, Dairdre

Coomey and Niamh Shechan,
0T % — Ballin-
hasslf e It all §
just don't think it will be
eroigh this time around.

Ballincollig’s Patricia Buttimer tries to retain possession from Ballinhassig®s Eimear 0'Sullivan, during their Evening Echo Senior Camaogie
Champlanship match in Castle Road. Ballincollig won by two points. Picture; David Keane

P . = ..;J,"_ .
WMMMHMFWWM‘

Cronin ensures Collig
see off Ballinhassig

Cronin edged Ballincollig two ahead on

Blintacd it e
n '

. S EBE?;I u-umm seorcable. As the gRimee

it bocame & huge
® Linda Mellerick entered its last quarter
got the fright of their

H.“J'u
1 llins swapped
lives in Castle Road last eveningas .. contenders as Ballincollig's Cronin and Catriona Cotine

defence ints. Ballinhassig won two [rees in
O eaitie g had a busy time 00 r]?:lgfwcmslznn but both fell short.

t an 21 minutes, good off the goal-

p;i:'lﬁ-lﬂlll‘lﬂ Eﬂm“mmm mmg;n &%m Cnﬂ?m saw her ﬁ'lwk: '11;:1&1:3 the hall was scrambled e
ancement dealt with by goal

:mwmﬂnd- 0 Heeffe before a B wof brilllance by Taking the game by el a

Tlaghan to flick the ball out of  peck Cronin ﬂruci;nwv:ﬂ play.and

uuﬁprﬂltd'lhhiﬂl

mﬂnh'i'mﬂnlm s P Picture: Daved Eeans

Grace he net  followed it up with
uette and double to the ne them a victory they just about
‘quhlhﬁﬂraﬂllm‘lliﬁ'ﬁ 35 ek mdﬂmm;_ ;.lﬂlgil fﬂan‘? upt!ﬁiﬂ;ugﬁgg e m“imlnﬁrf mighty Ballinhassig
:‘:men.:: & fatrer reflection is that Ballin:  with a free an b challenge. f), L Dorgan

o Crann BT 03
hassig attacked for much of the second points, linhassig would take —Scores for Balincolliy:
half an had 8 number of chances to win Ttiooked a8 B g room but they  JSECHAOL o ¢ g 02, €

Balinhsssig:

this game. t a blow when Kate Crowley it~ e 55009, CCoins 0. A
il ke as IOl WO Wt e sk o o et Ay A o2

3 mm L{nd‘ Dorgan and De-  from thelef sideline by Linda Dorgan E‘“ﬁ;: A Gﬁn“ | Honeigan, O Gronin, O

Hafiorien, they 1ed 0-3 10 0-1 after 11 minutes E““mmgmm::mtm&mt against  Sub: M Tamaen for A Koy (51 i k

i which gas: B Creavry, E i

had struck Tve wides. That wide (ally - thel B0 b diceribution lot them  BALSMISECT (i aann, K sohans:E Dendt

was at pine by hallliee. bitlong-  down B aceiss Nger Was GANSING St '3 ooy, € O Sutivan, N y
Wh&tmﬂﬂk Ballinhassig that bl ' s Jordan and O'SIIVAD  {puy € Colien, G O Galaghen

denceé  them problems : Fon B
ar o “_“-IE .L':.'I.:l"‘ll':I m‘::':: ::;E ﬁ:‘:‘nm: [ 8 E:n'ﬂ;ril I&'l'ﬂl'!l"hml- E-':I.'ll-l:l‘-‘l:gr E’l}"::lﬂ 't.'ll:'ldulhﬂl; mcﬂun.._ o Al ILaaPw Alearon
l:ﬂlhl it JI! ¢ ﬂf:'l Eimsar rsullivan eellent work rate {from n.]];g.u 1 e i bR
uﬁmﬁﬂ% driving forward they  Coughlan and Lauren Murphy.




Ules are
close to
ending
drought

B Mary Newman

SUNDAY
AllIreland 16 A
Champlonship final,
Cork v Galway,
MeDonagh Park,
Menagh, 3. 30pm
THERE'S a huge game al
MeDonagh Park, NMonagh this
Sunday as Cork po fin search of
thetr first title at 18 A lovel
since 2008 when they take on
Galbway in & game that has the

makings of a thriller.

Cork were superb as they
defeated Tipperary in their
semi-final elash where they
ran out convincing 511 to 0-8
winners. Galway are the only
side to have beaten Cork,
when the sides met in the
round robin stages. :

Cork looked 1o be well in
contral leading by six points
bat Galway came back inta
the geme (o ran oul winners
aon a 3-12 to 1-11 scoreline.
This was a big boost 10 a Gal-
way slde who fopped the
group and avercarme Dabiin in
jikeir semi-final clash,

Galway are on a hitof a roll,
|"|'h1:|jr senior team are alsa
through to the All-lreland
final whist their hurlers are
also dodng well 5o the bz is
back around the county. The
U6 skde will be bidding for the
first title sinoe 3004 whilst for
Cork It has been 12 years since
thoy completed a three-in-a-
o,

For a county such as Cork,
12 vears i a long time to be
without an U168 A tlile but An-
thony Magle and his fellow
mentors Ken Bulman and Ei-
leen O'Brien have put overy.
thing into bringing the tile
home, They repoert 8 clean bill
of health since the semi-final
and are looking forward fo re-
versing the result this time
ol as Magle explained.

“We know Galway are o
viery good side bot we felt we
let it slip the last tme we e,
wa are really beoking forwand
to Sunday and we know the
pirts will give it cverything to
bring the title back to Cork,”

In their semi-final eutin
Cork hod a nervous start am
were fortunate to lead by a
goal af hall time bud From the
restart they showed wihad twy
are capable of.

Apnin on Sunday it will be
vital for them to get fazt ball 1@
their insbde line where Lauren
Homan, Cliona Healy and
Katie Walah will trouble any
defonce. Cork are eaptained
by full-back Edel Lonergan
who led by example in the
soml.

The Galway dangorwosman
will be Carrie Dalan, wheo was
on target with 2.8 when the
sides kst med. Cork will nsed
ito eut off the supply from
payers sich ns Muiread Dil-
jlom, Ava Lynskey, Leah Burke
and Rachel Murphy.

Finals are always had (o call
especially at underage level,
prometimes nerves play a huge
. Cork are hungry for sue-
LeRs and their monagement
‘team have nstilled a great be
Hef intothem. -

* The wait conld be over,

Carrie Dolan, Galway lifts the U16 A All-Ireland Championship trophy after the game in  Galway

Henagh.

Galway 3-15
Cork 0-8
MO disputing the resultin McDon-

agh Park, Nenagh vesterday as
Galway gave an awesome display
to lift the U16A All-Ireland title
helding a disappointing Cork side
scoreless from play.

Galway, having lost tlse kast three fin-
als, wers focnsed and ready for the ex-
pected challenpe bot sadly it didn't ma-
terinli=e as Galway were on fop all over
the pitch.

From the start, captain Carrie Delan
fed by exnmple finding the net with
huge confidence In the third minute

Pic: Gareth Williams [ Press 22

U16 CAMOGIE

u Mary Mewman

after good work by Ava Lynskey saw
her cut ingide the Cork defence and
binst the ball to the net.

The score set the tone for the game
as Galway tore into Cork and the ball
hardly crossed the halfway line as a
starved Cork ath:ﬂﬁ::t fo &1 af
quality ball as the Galway midfield
ruled supreme.

Stronger on the ball, Galway closed
Cork down and were happy to go into
rucks where inevitably they came out
with possession. Referce Liz Dempaey
had a busy time over the hour as six
yirllow cards and one red ensured she
wiis kept on her toes as frustration led

e

Ay

GAL

|EIJ];' fonls belng committed on both
sides.

Galway were 2-6 to -1 ahend after 20
minutes. Siobhan MeGrath kicked o
mwnt n{:lur mmmmﬂfm ::!cl-illnbé

wark, Dr,-nﬂ:.e ng throe
b tlsedr tally, all from frees, Cork had a
mouniakn to climb in the second half as
Galway led 2-9 to 0-4 at half-time.

The second half pattern followed a
similar one to the first with Galway
showing huge hunger and Intensity
which Cork could not match. And even
thowgh Galway lost the services of ex-
cellent centre-back Tiffany Mi Cois-
teabhla for a second yellow card of-
fence 10 minutes into the half, Cork
had mo answers.

Twice the sides swapped potnts but
still Cork failed to avail of the numeri-
cal advaniage as Galway came at them

008
315
025b

ez

Excellent Galway
overcome Rebels

in waves, Elisha Broderick grabbed
her side’s third goal on the thres
guarter stage and they just played
down the clock from here to the final
whisile as Cork had no responss,
Sooewrs for z & Dolan 1-11 001 56245, B
hﬂ'rmﬂ- 41, Diion 0-2. € Beodenck 10, A Lyni-
1.

ok 1 Hgaly 07, L Horman 310

Gabwwy 5 Healy; 5 Cornon. L Do Duska, fMupiy;
A Wioegirny, T Mi Cossinabhin, | Holobert: 5 Fasge, E
Gabinay: & Lynsiury, 5 Speian, M Dlor, E Brodo:

Cioric: Ml Dy Bl Fryran, E : .
A et

Suba: G Goles lor R We Garryihg, L OGorman
for M Crowley i G 5],
B Wil b & Bleickiory 1] MO Prordan i T Ryan

Nagle: We had no answers |

B Mary Newman
CORE managor Anthony MNagle was
disappointed his charges falled in their

effores to T the All-lreland U164 Hile
but acknowledged they were defeated
by a stronger Galway sice.

“They were higely mpressive and
we shmply hail noanswers. All over the
field they wore on tog, it's jost very dis-
appainting for the girls as they gove
huge commitment, we had ovor 60
tralning sessfons and a huge amount of
games and overy one of those girls
worked so hard. We have a very disap-
podnted dressing room here behind us
at this moment.

“We cam up here todlay fo win, we
wore focused and ready but maybe
the pccasion ol b us."”

Magle acknowledped Galway were
wvery motivaded having lost thres fin-
als in a row.

“They have been In the Inst thres
finals and their determination to take
this tithe was somothing we wone well
aware of all year, thq}y got-a great
start with a goal after just thres min-
ures and it wpsat us . we simply never
got into the game at all.

"IIE m'mi]:;lnar-ﬁ to lose an All-Ire-
Land final bat 1'my sure ward
from foday our lﬂuaﬂm%lﬁld
and be botter for it~
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Sunday
3oth August, 2015

MacDonagh Park, Nenagh

3:30 pm « All-Ireland U16 A Championship Final

Cork v Galway

1:45 pm « All-Ireland U16 B Championship Final
Dublin v Waterford
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SUPPORTERS o Corlcs AT [ el
Ireland camogie finalists
met their heroes at an
open training session last
night.

The players grested their
young fans, as selfies were
taken, autographs sigred and
giestions answersd at Castle
Road, ahead of the final on
september 15

Cork want to win thelr sec.
ond consecutlve Liberty In-
surance All-lreland senlor ca-
mogio title sgainst Galway on
sunday week,

The team showed buckets of
character, and no little skill,
when they obliferated Kilken-
ny in the semi-final, showing
exactly why ‘girl power' (s S0
highly regarded in the Rebel
County.

Youngstars from all over
Cork were treated to displays
of thelr akill and strength at
the open training night, as the
plavers showed that they aro
defermined to cmulate last
wear's winming teasm,

The young fans, the infoer-
connty players of the fulure,
ot (o seo first-hand the skill
and dedication that's
meeded (o become champlons

Young Cork camogie -
fans meet their heroes

Top: Ashling Thampson, captain,
and Meabh Cahalane (left) and
Orla Cronin signing autographs
for young fans at the Cork seniar
camogie team open training
night for supporters at Castle
ftoad ahead of the All-Ireland
fanad. Picture: Denis Minfhane
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IT'S no surprise that Wexford
lost their appeal last Thursday
and thankfully now Galway can
focus all their energy on prepar-
ing for their showdown with
Cork.

Maybe they were already forused as
this was a long shot by Wexford but it
must hiave been at the back of their
minds all the s,

In fruth. this was poar sporisman-
ship, My fealing on it is that Weodford
kmew they hadn't a hope of winning
their appeal but wanted to cause a
stirall the same. Well they ve won noe
fans that's for sure,

Cathal Egan, according to the
rules, was correct In his 6.35 minutes
of additional time but even if he had

‘errad, i sport voal take these decl-
sions on the chin. You might be fum-

Bing in the immediate aftermath of the
game, feel hard done by for a few

Soreaks hant then get over 1L And thers
are possibly as many times when the
dectsions will go ¥our way.

It was disappointing that Cork
didn't reach the All-Ireland Inter-
mediabe final last Samrday with

Mellerick

Maybe the prize got to them a Hitls
bint credit to Kildare who were physi-
cally very strong, This was Kildare’s
first string side and for the garme I'm
giire most neutrals an: happy 1o see
them in the final. It would have been
a dream for many of Cork's panel to
play in-Croke Park buf that dream
isn't over; there is certainly some-

to-build on here. It's hard to get
mlhgiga.]anne t; the decision as to
whether you give a player intermit-
l.tnl,pﬁ;nng time an the senior squad
or hiold them for the intermadiate
grade where they'll get significant
E:Ir i 1 player's developmant
muwuﬁﬁemwﬂmthnhllnr
is the right option unless they are
fenulujy in with a chance of being
n the first 20 and actually being

Waterford made it through to the
final with a one-point viclory over
Meath. Thiee in eight minutes
midway through the second half
turned this semi-final on its head
with Waterford, then in turn holding
off & desperate final rally by Meath to
cement their place in the final on
September 13

Onir U16A team play in the All-Tre-
tand final in McDonagh Park Nenagh
tomorrow at 3.30pm against a Gal-
way side we are capable of beating, so
it's 50050, To win this would be a huge
boost to underage in the county and
best of luck (o manager Anthony

his backroom team.

Hopefully the travelling support
will b strong and the girls get 10 ox-
perience the same adrenaline rush
they did in Walsh Park too weeka ago
when a large Cork fellowing really
got behind them,

The countdown te Cork™s senior
showdown is gearing up, Tomorow
the Cork senfor team will train in
Midleton GAA Club ahead of the
final between 10am and 12 noon and
will stay behind to greet supporters
anxious temest their herolines, From
the players perspective it's always

to be still training in Seplem-

referes for the 2004 All-Ireland Intor-
mediate final and has overseen nu-
meroils finals and inter-coun-
ty Minor Adl-Tretand finals.

To mark the centenary year of the
Ashhowrne Cup, which was recently
won by WIT for 2015, an evening of
celebration will be held in Croke

' g aasecaie BIL
Ballincollig's Olivia O'Leary is tackled by Ballinhassig's Katie Rey
victoay in the Evening Echo Senior Camogie (hampionship.

_;gul'-.-"';' s =T Y =
nolds, during their
Picture: David Kpane
in attendance to catch up and to
reminksee on the history of the grost
competitton that is the Ashbourne
Cup, All mvolved in the Ashbourne
over the years and everyone invelved
in camiogie are invited to attend on
what promises to be a great evening.
The Camogie Board's €30 ' Sponsor
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team than what they produced on the  thought out and we almost got o two.  yhjg semifinal a fortnight age  celebratory mass as well as a ban- BICAIBEIE2D, Sort Code 53-41-78
day. adult finals, and had a very good game. He was  quet dinner will be held t allow all  IBAN: IS8 AIBK 8341 7877 0793 39.
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5 .;‘mm‘wﬂ"ﬂ
B ol buch o the: Bisu 3
muppor Thin groag vk bl i 6 rdriisncions offor it yedi
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THE phone rang. Jenny
Byrne answened,

She loard that she was
selected 1o referee the Lib-
erty Insurance All-Trelanst
Intermediate Championship
final between Watlerford and
Kildare in Crolke Park on
Sunday, Seplember 13,

“You are just in shock. It
takes o while for niws like
that o sink in,” she says,

The messages of congratu-
Iations began to pour in.

[(REW
Omee o the first things Jenny
il was b oontact ver nmpdres,
ther bty creawtof Daniien Bos
ble, Conor Dodd, Karen Cassidy
anxd Mary Mahy.

“They ane with me all the
time, and it's & nice rewand for
them to be wmplring n Croke
Parkon Al-Ireland final lagy”

Hawing suach a close-knit
team i one of the joyvs of the
Job “We really enfoy going on
the road to matches,

“Amnd one of the best things

JENNY TO WHISTLE
HAPPY TUNEAT HQ

of all ks having the meal after, Bublin's Singad Wylde In l:ﬂur:agalnll Waterford's Sinead Eun.r.l;nqnam in the
hwking back onthegame, and  All-lreland UG8 Champlonship Final at McDonagh Park, Henagh on Sunday.
Ple: Lorralne O'Sullivanaww ogiinnphotography.com

all the slagging that goes with
"

Among thoss on the blower Adbeen Redlmand. =1 was refer
were Pat Martin amd Bremdan ceing the Dublin Peile finals in

r Farnell Park
T'm delighted for them “Auileen was there She was
because it's another Boost fior very complimentary, and she
Dusblin Castigie. They have fave mie Uhe confidence to go
given me wonderful encourage-  further” career.”
menit aver the years.” Thiz s Jerumy's third year s
Karl O'Brien was alsoin imEr-connty kvel,

toiach. Karl was the last Dub o “The standards in Dublin el
referet the All-dreland Sensor ereeing are good. We lieve the
Camogie final in 2000, National test for referces, and

Jening’s thoughits siraved to we nlways have to besharpon  had to give.

another All-Treland final pef the changes like the adwantage

croe, the former President and pude, ete”

ex-Crumlin and Dublin player, One of the gharpest refer-

et of them all was Dublin's up last season after we won
Alne Derham. She brought the Senior T Championship at
such a presence to the stage.  0'Toole Park. So that wasa
“Adne was just brilliant. She  nles way Lo go out.”

did so mamy All-Ireland Twaof her Towers club onl-
finals. She had a remarkable  leagues, Earen Cassidy and

Mary Nalty, are among her

Jenmy’s oown path has seen . wmpires now. Jenny decorat-
her retire from Clondalkins  ed the foll-back position,
Round Towers, “With the ref- Her favourite player was
erécing, | wasn't able to make Galway's commanding centre
club training, so something  half-back, Therese Maher.

“She was a great player, [ met

“We had such marvellous her last year, She signed a

days at Towers, We had sliotar for me. $he couldn't

sueeess too, and 1 finished have been ncer®

Ashbourne to get President’s cheque

AGNES O'Farrelly was central in
starting n camogie tournament for
third-tevel colleges in 1505,

The Ashbouarne Ciup was born,

Agrnes was a leading figure in the
Camogie Associntion, She was the
Professor of Gaelle Poetry at UCD,

Lord Ashhourne was President of
thie Gaelic League,

He gpoke seven langunges. He
always wore o kit

Agnes asked him to donate o
trophy, He was happy to oblige. The
Ashbourne Cup is one of the most
prestiglons competitions of them
all. Sormve of the greatest players that
ever picked up o stick have graced its
corridors,

And now, on the eve of the All-Ire-
lend Camegle final, there will be 100
candles on the birthday cake,

Croke Park Hotel on Saturday weck,
September 12, Preparations are going
well, Beldin O Maolagdin has been
the inspiration.

She won five Ashbourne medals
with her beloved UCD,

It will be a night of nkghts. S50 many
stories to tell. Extra-time. Maybe
evien penalties,

*Ticket details; cnmogic.ie or

The gala event is taking place at the Comogic Office (B655855]).

FHCIAL

SPONSOR OF
LN GAA

Brilliant Bluebirds will

fly Dublin to the Moon

THE Battle of the Blues. It was something to
WMHMWHHEWHWW
Dublén and Waterford in Nenagh.
mmmufﬂummmm ona
match-stick,

““hlﬂmmﬂﬂl[l‘tl, I'lﬂlﬂldmhﬂ]
Beecher. “Cur glrls gave it everything.

mmmnmmmnmqm
Whe were still level with ten minutes to go.

%Hﬂhtﬂwmdtmﬂtlwhﬂﬂﬂmum

~get the late goal, we just couldn't pull 1t back™

The applause for both sides thundered all araund
HcDonagh Park.

“In falrnass, Waterford are a nq:nlihll mmm
mmmummwmﬂ .

Dublin's super sixteen's are known as the Bluebirds,
And, aver the years, they heve H-unl.u.-ruhh i dawn
:nmmmmumm:mmm
othor venuos.

Such devotion to the :ﬂtﬁlhnmfmmnfmu
to come.

"h‘:hmnhhﬂuﬂimhrﬂubuhﬂnmtﬂw
16A4's lost Lo Galway in the semi-final, snd Galway won
the All-Ireland final well against Cork.

"Than cur 1685 went all the way to the All-ireland final
mmmmwmmmw
Darry In tho soml-final,

"It's bean a marvelious journey. We have all learned o
miuch. The players have really enjoyed n.mm;wnﬂr
spirit in the camp.

=“Many of these girls will now move on hﬂuhﬂu
ranks. Thero has been mmmtmm-

“The parents have been terrific. And there was just so
miuch respect between everybody. It was great.”

BOARDNOTES

B County Board Meeting: Mext County Board mesat-
Ing will be on Monday 14 September in Parnell Park
at the usual times - 7pm for Minor Board 7.45pm hae
Co. Board.

B U18s: Tough leck on curunder 168 team who kst
this year's All lreland under 168 champlonship final
1-07 1o 2-08 to Waterford, Well done to the players
and management and to the many supportens who
attended the game.

B Sanior 1 Playoff: Senior 1 play-off batween Bally-
boden and Macmg Uinsionn {akes place on Tisesday,
1 Septemnber in O'Toole Park. Please note starting
time has been brought forward to B.45pm. Should be
a thriller. Be thans,

B Dublin Glub Championships 201 5: Juvends
champéonships have staried this weakend, Sl
championships siart on Tuesday and Thursday 8/10
Saptember. Pleasa find all fixture details on www.
dublincarmaogie.te. Team mantors must waar Bibs ot
all championship matches. Mentors must contact
appointed referes 24 hours prior to match, Referses
arg requengd fo respond o mantors confirming theer
attandance. Best of luck to all teams.

B Child Protection: Pleasa nate thal all coachas
irmvalved with under 18 players must be Garda vetted
and must alsa have completed frish Sports Council’s
Child Protection in Spord Awareness Warkshop. An
Faanai will post Child Protecticn Brochures bo alt cubs
duaring thie waak

M All-Irefand championship finals: Chack wanw,
camogie.ia for full detalls. 12.00 Pramier Junior Laois
¥ Roscommon, intermeadiate Kil

dara v Waleriond,
Senior Cork v Galway. Be there. Tickets purchased
prior to day of games are cheaper! l




County 3

dr:aw for
MINOors
revealed

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

THE draiws for the Minor
County Champlonships
at A, B and C levels wers
made at the necent ool
ty board meeting and
with all first rounds
down to ba played on or
before September 3 1t is
interesting to take a look
at the games we can book
forward to.

in all of the three
champlonships teams
must feld at fifteen a
side. unlike the league
competition. which was
plaved on thirtoen a side
basis,

The first names ciabs
have Kome sense and in
the A grade holders Sar-
field's meet Kilbritian /
Timoleague,

1t = important o pote
that in all of these cham-
plonships there will also
be Iosers rounds, in the A
champlonship the four
losing teams will go to
losers round and the two
winners of this will join
the four wining clubs in
rouni two, one winner

From round two will geia
bye to the
fina

18

1n the Minor B cham-
pionship there are 12
teams’ the six lﬂﬂng
teams playing off wit
the three winmers of this
joining the six winpners
from the first roand,

Two of these teams
will b deawn to play in
round two with the re-
maining seven golng 1o
the guarter final to be
joined by the round two

winner.

Twenty clubs will par-
ticipate in the Minor C
championship and ten
teams will go throungh as
winners of round one
whilzt ten logers will
play off with the five
winners joining the ban
winning teams one of
theze will be drawm (o 2o
to quarter finals with the
remainder plaving in the
quarter finals.

All minor champion-
ship must be played by
September the 3rd at the
Iatest 50 by next weekend
we will know who the
winners are and who will

e battling it out in the
loger's rounds in the
week ahead.
FIXTURES
Minsor & Champlonship:
sarafieid s v Kilbritan Tima-
Inag ¥ :
g Glon Acvers v Balyhied LS
tord Binan Dion's v Hiicagh
Mincr B Champacnsids:
v 5t Fasban's Cartl-
w Ervash cang [asncolg v
it O Fr O'Maill’s v Vallay
Aovare Ing v Blalbrdisi
Casurcay Fowen v Mllgoet

Mirar © Champlonship:

M Piackaigh v 51 Caharine's
Skl vuamm Tineiom
w Cobi Barnyros v Carrighworall

Ill:‘m;; Hawlownahandnem
Chpk v Minckrock Charke-

‘F}u&.lutg

Two senior sides
hit a ball

yet to

B Mary Newman

WITH the round-robin series of
championship games from Senior
B to Junior € are at this stage
almost all at quarter- or semi-final

it Is time to take a look at

championships in all grades.

Senior: Given the success of the Inter-
county teams the championship pro-
gramme has been severely it in
fact two clubs Ballygarvan and Glen
Rovers have yet to strike o hall as they
recelved walkover in their first round
games from Imokilly and Seandun
04T which was very displeazing
to the clobs invalved.

Cloughduv fonnd them in similar
position having received a walk over
from Carrigdhoun but they finally got
iheir championship campaign up and
running at the start of this week.

The clubs that received walk-
overs were put into a group and two of
the winners from round one wers
drawn to join them and one team from
the lasers, 5t Catherine’s and Milford
who won their opening round and
Courcey Rovers, who lost were the
thres teams to male up round fwo with
ﬁlljrga.wa.n Glen Bovers and Cleugh-

¥,
~ Ballygarvan will meet St Cather-
ine’s with Glen Rovers meeting Mil-
ford both of these game going ahedad

after the All-Ireland final.
Earlier this week L nv met &
Courcey Rovers skile who Loat oast

in round one to Innisearrs and on the
night Cloughduv had too much
strength for Courcey as they ran out
winners on a 2-12 to 0-6 score line and
they now go through to meet Douglas
in the quarter finals which will be
ﬁlayled. after the Sentor All-Ireland
nal.
Ballinhassig and Ballincollig will

have met on Thu last in a bid for
a qﬁmrler-ﬁnal spot all the other gamds
will not take place until after the All-

Ireland final,

Senfor B champlonship: [n section
one Eire Og with victories over Clon-
akilty, Mallow and Fr O'Meill’s are
through to the semi final they are
joined by Mallow who overcame Fr O
Meill’s in their last game on last wee-

Section Two has been an interesting
one Barryroe who re graded down 10
Senior B this seazon after three year at
Senior have wins over l::::rl.%a
line, Aghabullogue and hot title fa-
vourites Sarsficld’s but they lost ot io
Eilbrittans Timoleague who had wins
algo ower Aghabullogne and Carriga-
linse, Sarsfield’s have also three victorl-
o5 defeating Kilbrittan Timoleague,
Carrigaline and Aghabullogue there-
fore we have three teams on 5ix points
with just two to go throwgh to semi fin-

als.

carsfield’s, Barryroe and Kilbrit-
tan/ Timoleague ended on level points
and in a play off to decide who ad-
vanced Sarsfield’s overcame Kilbrit-
tan/Timoleague to grab the gecond

apit.

The pairings are Mallow v Barryroe,
Saraliald's v Eire (g

Intermediate: Just five teams par-
ticipated in the Intermediate cham-

Ballincollig's Elaine Casey sidesteps the challenge of Ballinhassig's Hayley Cullinane,
Blackrock.

Champlonship match in Castle Road,

plonship the smallest amount in sev-
eral year and certainly this is a grade
that needs to be strengthened, it lost
clubs whe re graded to Junior A but
five teams in a champlonship is just
not enough to keep a renl eompetitive
intercst alive as the teams will have
also participated in the same loague

ETOU .

Tracton edped it over Enniskeane in
the first game and went on to defeat
SHabh Rua, before losing out to Black.

k.

The Rockies have been going well
defenting Sliabh Kua and Tracton but
they lost out to a Brian Dillen’s side
that have three wins under their belts
Ennizkeane lost out to Tracton but de-
foated Sliabh Rua and will have Black-
rock fo play In their st game,

Brian Dillon's last game is done for
decigion on this weekend against
Tracton but the semi final pairings
will be Blackrock v Brian Dillon’s
and Tracton v Enniskeand thesoe
game are down for the weekend of
1ath/ Zth.

Junior A: The Junbor & champlon-
ship is always flercely conbest and
this year it has been the same, New-
townshandrum who regraded from [n-
termediate this year and they drew
with Brlde Rovars in thelr first game
before defeating Bishosptown, Water-
grashill had a win over Bishosplown
and Bride Rovers and must play 5t
Vincent's, Mewiow CLL.

&t Vincent's games will not go ahead
until after the All-Iretand senior final
bt they have a win under their belts
over Bride Rovers but hayve Watergras-
hill, Bishosptown and Mewtownshan-
drum sfill o play.

With a lot of game to be decided pre-
dicting the two to advance from this
section is hard at the momaent.

Spetion two i cleared Neweoestown
who also re grided down to Junkor A
this year have qualified for the semi
final with wins over Youghal, Douglas
and Na Plarsaigh. The second spot is
still up for grabs Youghal and Douglas

-

during their Evening Echo Senior Camogit
Focae: Dawid Keane

Cork's Julia White reacts to a missed chante. Her dub Douglas won't be in action until after

the All-Ireland fimal.

meed kn the last game where a win for
Douplas would secure them a place in
the last four were Youghal to win it
would bring themselves and Ni Fiar-
satph back into contention and force &
three way play off Junior B It went
down to the wire in ihe Junior B sec-
tion one where cobh with victories
aver Glen Rovers, Cloughduy and St
Catherine's secured thelr semi final

1.

Glan Rovers over came Cloughduy
and Charleville and met a St Cather-
ine's aide who had drawn with Clough-
duv defeated Charleville and Iost to

PH_I-I'Hﬂﬂbinn ]
Cobh. A draw was enough 1o g w%?l-n

Rovers the semi final spot.

In Section Two Banteer topped the
gmu“}mh wins over Ballinascarty, Hal-
lineollig and Inniscarra, the second spot
{% up for grabs bétween Ballinascarty amd
Ballineollip who meet this week anid the
winner here will meet Cobh whilst Ban-,
teor play Glen Rovers both semi-finals
down for deciston this weekend.

Junlor C: The junior C mﬂﬂ;ﬁhmﬂhip
is also moving ahead smoothly Kildorrey
will mest Sarsfield’s in the quarter finals,
the winners of this will 'n%&y Millstreat
amd ity Castlyons versus Ballyhea. )
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POSITIVE SIGNS

QUT OF THE
DARKNESS

She has struck a chord with young people just as the late Donal Walsh did during his short
life. Twenty-five-year-old Ashling Thompson is a modem sporting heroine for a new
[reland. She talks to Barry Egan about waking up in an ambulance after a car crash in
2009, trying to deal with her boyfriend’s suicide in 2012, and how staying positive, both on
and off the field, brought her to where she is today — captain of the Cork senior camogie
team and a new icon of Irish sport. Photography by Kip Carroll. Styling by Liadan Hynes

nieof Ashling Thompson's
tattoos savs: “Newver
give up on what yau
really want to do. The
person with big dreams
is more powerful than
one with all the facts”
This quote by Albert
Einstein embodies Ashling a3 much as it
does her indomitable spirit.

Ashling is no ordinary sports star
probably because Ashling is no ordinary
woman, The Cork camogie captain is
a modern sporting heroine for a new
Ircland: a GAA star who has come out
openly about her mental-health problems
and her boyfriend's suicide.

Even allowing for cliche and
marketing spin, the young woman from
Newtownshandrum in Co Cork has
brought herself out of a pitch-black place
in her life in 2 manner that belies her age.
Along with some brave others such as
Bressie, the 25-year-old has helped change
the culture and made it O to speak about
mental health and suicide in Ireland.

*I don't blame him,” ghe says of her
baviriend and the terrible tragedy that
befell him. “I'm not mad or anything,
because | have been in that position, |
know what it feels like. And it is very
hard to come out of it. Five or six times,
I contemplated it myself. ‘Is this worth
it or pot®

=l remember driving arcund 0 my
car af times, on my own, thinking, "This
i shit. Why do | bother even living? You
know? Because vou would honestly think
temorrow is going to be the exact same.
%o why should [ bother going th rough this
pain and agony? And this black cloud is
constantly following you around and you
can't get rid of it."

How long did it take to chase that hlack
cloud away?

“Jegus, It still comes around every now
and again, not in the sense that I'm ever
thinking. . "

Ashling says The Good Devil and The
Bad Devil sometimes sit on her shoulders

Camogie Saved My Life
How Ashling Thompson went
from helpless to hergine

looking for a reaction, looking for trouble.

And vou tell the Bad Devil to £k off,
I'm not talking to you?

"It is exactly like that” she says, “But
powadays it is never in a way where 1
contemplate. . . life or . . © She pauses,
gathering her thoughts, “Some days you
might feel down on yourself. But you are
still always carrying it a little bit.”

The last time Ashling saw her boyiTicnd
alive { just before he decided not to go to
Funderland with her) is also something
that she carries around with her. “To this
day, not in & way that I'd put myself ina
bad place, it just always crosses my mind
I'li azk myself the question, and think for
& minute, pnd forget about it and move on
with mv day, But it could come back again.
Every time I think about him, 1 ask myself
gome sort of a question.”

And does she ever have an answer?

“Mot really, no, because 1 just never
expected it and nobody else did. 3o you
can't, really”

How does she try to deal with it, the
loss, the pain?

“Just eontinue to play sport. Continue
to focus my mind on something else.
Continue to do things for different
charities, like Cyvcle Against Suicide for
Ficta House, Or Headstrong,” she says,
referring to the non-profit organisation
supporting voung people's mental health
in Ireland, “I'm an ambassadar for them.”

Ashling firmly believes that becoming
a Headstrong Hero will help break
the stigma surrounding youth mental
health,“l want to share my expéricnee
with everyone,” she continues, “f suppose
it iz kind of shocking for someone like
me to come ont with it, because people
see GAA players as sirong figures, You'd
parely hear someone in the GAA talking
about depression,” she claims, "because
it is seen as 3 weakness, wheneas it is not
a weakness,

“Tt s a masshve strength, because yYoung
girls look up to me. Young boys leok up to
mee. (der women, teenagers, CVETYOne Cin
relate in some way because, you know, ooly
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very few escape a traumatic experience in
theeir lives.”
After a car crash im 2009, the internal
trauma resulted in Ashling suffering bouts
of depression. But after her partner took
his own life in 2012, Ashling fell into an
even darker place of personal torment
and inner pain.
“It was really bad depression. It got
to the point of no return. It was going
one way of the other. I don't like to put a
definite word on it but people know what
I'm talking about, T was rock bottom,.”
How diid you get up again?

“T just stuck with my sport,” she says.
“Frankie told me to trust him,” she adds
of her coach Frank Flannery at her club,
Milford GAM.
“And I didn't trust anyone really at
the time, becavse | had lost all hope; and
fricnds and family, I just pushed them
away and got myselfl involved in all the
wrong kinds of crowds. [ wasn®t training.
1 decided to keep my mind ticking owver
by getting involved with eejits,” she says,
meaning the ‘wrong elements’ for a serous
sportsperson.
“and messing,” Ashling adds, again not
elaborating by what she actuzlly means
(although she alludes to being through
& lot of scary experiences she can't talk
about),
“and not being interested in going o
watch training or going to match games.”
Frank changed all that in Ashling. "He
could totally relate to me, because e was
battling his own demons in the past, |
think it was that relationship; vwe just saw
totally eye to eve, | never had that with
a trainer. I trusted in him completely.
Sometimes you need an outsider to come
in and throw a few home truths at you.”
Whiat did he tell you?
*He didn't have to tell me. He knew
what kind of a place [ was in. He just
basically said, ‘If you are going to trust
anyone, just give me one chanee. Trust
me™ That was at the very beginning in
2012 *1 eompletely trusted him and sakd
1 would give it one more shot.”
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POSITIVE SIGNS

Prior to Frank's arrival in 20012, her
team, Milford Camogie Club, had, she
explaing, “lost a lot of county finals and
sEmis. In 2011, we were knocked out ina
quarter final, and that was so rare becanss
we were the best team in the county. We
could just never finalise a win. 5o it was
really disappolinting for four of Ave years to
et beaten on the trot constantly. 5o 1 had
had enough of it. When we got knocked
out of the quarter final, I was like, "Feck
this. But when Frank came in, he told us
wee have ekght steps to an All [reland.”

Frank bed the team to an All Ireland in
his first year,

“We were laughing and saying, "If we
get past the county final, we'll be happy,”
Ashiling laughs now. “And as the year went
01, we won every game, We were unbeaten
in 22 championship games in thriee years,
S0 ag the wins came, the hand work was
paving off. [ just knew if | stayed positive
upstairs and did my training and stuck
with the team — and they did the same
— it folt like the hard work had pald off”

A testarvent toall that hard work is that
Ashling is now Cork captain, and zhe and
her team secured their spot in the Liberty
Insurance Senior Camogie All-Ireland
final = on September 13 against Galway in
Croke Park — when they comprehensively
saw off Kilkenny two weeks 2go in the
semi-final.

As Ashling tweeted after the game,
“Winning isn't everything . . . Oh no walt,
it actually is!!! #FuckThat & CrokerBound
gRebelettesAbu”

Ashling is full of belief in her and her
beam’s sporting prowess on the field of
dreams. Ashling also has another kind of
faith. Although she doesn't go to Mass,
ghe prays every night and before every
game. Ashling has a poweriul sense of
empathy too, If she reads on social media
about someone having passed away, she
will always "say a Hail Mary or an Our
Father™ = even if she didn't even know
the person who died.

“T am wery religlous now because |
wasn't [religions] when Iwas a little black
sheep. [ totally lost faith in God, because
so many bad things had happened to me.”

Her love of sport started straight away,
she says, “once [ was ready and able at
five vears of age.” Young Ashling didn't
have to leok far for inspiration; both her
parents competed in sports. Her mother
Sheila was an athlete who ran marathons
and played camogie and hockey, while her
father Mattie was a hurler.

“It was a genetic thing, really,” Ashling
says of her love of sport and her desire to

compete in sports herself, Ashling stgﬂm
playing camogie when she was six. "I
was brought into sport from the get-go,
really. Sport was in my blood. My mother
gaid 1 was always a very active child, and
wanted to be outside constantly. [ always
had a hurley in my hand or [ was always
kicking a foothall.” -

In terms of signs of her future ability,
Ashling says you “wouldn't really get to
know that until you start playing sports.
Like when you start playing camagie, you

never know until the skills come to you &
pouple of vears down the line. Everyone
is a beginner at the start, you know. But,

I suppose, after a while, anee you get the
skills of camogie and get them all right,
you will know from there really, whether
you are going to be [any good],

“Wou can tell, though. Even from young
wans, and watching them at camps and
stuff.” she adds, “You can tell who's going to
be a superstar and who is not.” Some would
say that Ashling is probably a superstar in
her owm way

“But then you have some people who
mightn't have been good at underage
level — there are plenty of county players
out there that never go on schoal bekms,”
she says,

How much of aporting sucoess is more
head than body? T think it is 50/50 — 50pc
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'Tt was really bad
depression. It got to
the point of no return.
[t was going one way
or the other...Iwas
rock bottom'

getting your body right and getting your
eating habits right and getting in shape,
bpdy-wize, but [ think 50pe of it i mental.
Like, no matter how much in shape you
are, if you are not right upstairs, you are
n going to perform.

Your head is more powerful than your
body. Your mind overrules whatever you
do. And if you think you are tired and say,
‘Oh, I'm tired’, then you are going to be
tired, Whereas if vou are tired and youw say
to yourself, "Thens is still mone in me), you'll
keep golng. Your mind overrides anything™

Ashling says she has a habit of
physically drawing positive signs — actual
mathematical plus signs — on her hands
before a game, “50 i | ever fecl the pressure



coming on, and youre abviously halding
a hurley and a ball, you see the plus signs
every now and again. It tells me to stay
poesitive even when the shit hits the fan
and your are down six points in o game, 1t
reminds me to keep in o positive state of
mind because the mind s more powerful
than the body™

Haow dioes Ashling put that into practice
when Cork are down six points, and then 10
points in a game? How does she malntain
the positivity even when psychology
doesn't seem to be working because
the game looks like its being lost?

"Tt iz all to do with pure belief. You do
it in training. You master that pure beliel
in training. You train 1o the point of — you

know, vou think vou can't go on because
you are 50 exhausted, You train yourself
to fight through that tivedness. That's how
vail Bring it to the game, but obviously you
have to have the belief and the desire todo
it, and the fight to keep going.”

Do it rraabke it more difficult to put the
theory into practice when she also has the
responsibility of being captain of e bewm
too? When plivers drop emotionally or
peychologically in a game, are they looking
o youi 1o pick them up?

“They are” she answers. “1 mean, that
is the role of a captain, really. You are
a lexder on the field, along with many
ather girls wheo are leaders. Everyone has
to be o leader, But people will look to you,

because you are the captain, 5o if you drop
your head and completely give up, you are
portraying that to the rest of the team.

"Even if someone was a captain over
me and 1 saw them dropping their head

and things like that,” she continues, “that
would put a doubt in vour mind. Maybe
pot in mine, because Twould know what
to do in that situation, but there are so
many younger girls.”

S0 when yvou play camogie, do you play
without doubi?

“tybwiously there are times where
you doubt things, have doubts, but 1
always know you will get the best out of
yourself by staying positive, no matter the
situation.’

And when you lose?

“It is in the past. | never like w0 lose;
even it i a challenge match or a game of
chess or a game of cards, [ am just a sore
loser in general, 1 am great crack to be
around, in some respects, but 1 take the
game very seriously”

This burning intensity for some truth,
not just in sport, seems central to her very
being, almost her raison d'etre. 1 say to
her that she reminds me a bit of anothes
Corkonian sports hero in that regard =
Boy Eeane. She doesnt balk.,

1 take it extremely seriously. The girls
know that, too. That's why they look up to
me a lot, and especially the vounger ones,”
says 25-year-old Ashling. "And | know they
do. Becanse [ know when people look up to
me and when they don't. And literally every
time [ speak, they are looking straight into
my eves. Because they know that 1 am
120pe sertons about it

“Even as a teenager, 1 was always
extremely driven. That never left me”

You wanted to be captain of the Cork
camogie team when You wWere a young
teen?

“Sure, wou only deeam of it 1 always
dreamed of it, but 1 never thought it was
going to be a reality. The dream was Cork
camogie. Even to make the team, never
mind be captain. And caplainéy was a
bigger dream onto the dream. The dream
was just to make the team, Captaincy was
a million miles Aoy

Ashling first got on to the panel in
her Leaving Cert year, although she
dropped out of camogie to concentrate
on her studies, Tt was around this point
in Movember 2000, when she was badly
injured in & car crash.

"] was rear-ended by a car and my car
was completely written-off.” She woke
up in the ambulance on the way to the
hospital. 1 was just in shock.” The medics
in the ambulapee were talking to her, but
zhe was unable, as she remembers, to
talk back.

Was the frightensd she'd never walk
again — or that she'd never play again?

“Ho, | am the type of person whe £ven
when | get a belt in a game or could have
i broken hand in a mabch, I'd be like,
“0h, it's grand. The pain will wear off in &
minute’ So straight away, 1 thought, 'T'm
awake’ 1 trled moving my afm: and my
legs. | was like, '] can feel them. I'll be fine
im a few days™

Where does Ashling think she got that
kind of emotional courige?

"1 suppose we bought into tough love.
We were never babied” she says referring
o herself and her two older siblings,
Michael and Migel. *1 got it from my mam
and dad. My dad would have been a serious
hurler, an aggressive hurler. My mother
was an athlete, but she was a winner,
She was the last woman in her time to
win the old Cork City Marathon. She was
sponsored by adidas at one point. That
wiis the type of person that 1 looked up to”

You were almost bred to be & Winner,
I say to her.

“Cih, bred, like! Born and bred. But
even my parents’ sksters and my mothers
brothers were all the same. It all ough
love, Mo one is babled — or 1 love you' or
hugging,” Ashling siys.

“And when you are involved In sport — 1
have been involved In a load of sports —
and anything I ever did, my mother drove
it knto me. “Yow are to run your legs off, You
are winning this game, | don’t care She
trained me underage as well”

Would Ashling look into the crowd
during a match and see her mother?

*T wouldn't even have to look. 1 would
hear her before 1d see her. *Come on,
Ashiing!” But she'Tl only roar at you when
she knows that you need it. When you
need that ittt

That iz when, adds Ashling, Cork are
down in game and “we're sitting back
gnd she knows I'm sitting back a bit and
not gaing kell-for-leather”

I that to cOnsErve energy?

“wlo. Sometimes vou go throogh the
moticns in games, It happens”

After the car crash in Cork, Ashling was
in “alow place” becanse she “tried to come
back to playing sport as quick as 1 couwld
and it just wasn't coming.”

The recovery wasn't coming quickly
enough because Ashling, as he says herself,
“ust wasn't able”. She had deep muscle
damage to both her back and her neck, The
physiotherapist told her she was looking
at a long road o recovery.

It took Ashling three vears to come
back to where she was previously, Before
that full recovery came about, Ashling
wis playing sport but she wasn't the
same athlete that she was before the
accident "because 1 had lost a serious
amount of welght as [ wasn't eating or
sleeping”

1 am fully hack now.” she continees.
“I'm carrving no injuries.”

In a game when she iz golng hell-for-
leather, does she have that fear that she
might injure her back again?

“Ba, Mot one bit. Never. And even
if it was sore, | would never think It is
coming back” she says, “1 am not like
that" she savs, attributing Flannery in
2012 with instilling that inner self-belief.
but explaining that Frank's arrival was
just prior o the most traumatic moment
of her young life.

“He died in June 2012° Ashling says of
her boyfriend’s suicide. “And Frank had
come in a few months before that™

You had started on the road to sporting
recovery and then, with your boyfriend’s
death, you stepped off again. You didn
warit o be on that road again after what
happened?
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POSITIVE SIGNS

“No. No. | was completely broken again.
Back to square one.”

What was yvour mother saying o you
when vou were hanging around with
people who you earlier referred 1o as
eejits? )

“She couldn't really do anything about
it. because | was so in my own world. 1
didn’t care what happened to me, but
didn't care who 1 was hurting alur:g_ihr
way. | just thought, ‘They'll get over it 1
didn't realise that | was actually destroying
thelr lives as well,” Ashling says, MEANITE
those close to her,

“They were iy disappointed. The most

frustrating thing was being helpless, They
were just completely helpless. You could
tell me one thing and [ would do the exact
opposite.”

Asked how it feals to be described 45 a
hero for voung people, she smiles,

“It is amazing, But | am very proud as
well and humble about it. Fair enough, |
was rebellious and | was this and that, but
stuff happens, like.

"That happens w0 a lot of teenagers
where they 20 down a bad path and they
don't think of anything outside of what
they are doing. They don't think about
whao they're hurting along the way. It takes
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scary experiences. [ have been through
a lot of scary experiences in life. Things
I couldn't talk about honestly becawse
it would get me in trouble with the
people I was involved with. Some people
could probably put two and two together,
but 1 had no fear whatsoever. No fear of
anyoame”

Did she bring that on to the playing
pitch? “I did at times, and | was sent off,
If anyone said anything to me, it was fist
up straight away”

Ashling freely admits that she let her
friends pnd family down by her actions,

“My family were there for me through
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thick and thin when [ lost every friend |
hadl.”

Ashling still lives at home with her
parents in Cork. 1 want to live at home
with my mum and dad for as long as [ can,
because you have a roof over your head
with no bills to pay. You get to spend time
with your family. You have your whaole life
to spend it away, 50 you may &s well make
the most of it.”

“I am going to continue playing
with Cork” she says at the end of our
conversation, "and my ¢lub for as long as
[ can, really,”

Long may she run, @






ALL we can do as players is play
our game to the best of our abil-

ity, carry it, develop it and then
step aside for the next gener-

As each decade pazses great players
pass the baton on. There is always
another star coming behind; always
another leader.

Evalution will always be in there
in sport and the speed of it turns
faster and faster. A decads ago Inter.
county players wouldn't have had a
g¥m programme d for them,
tnilored to suit the individual. It
wertld have been intercounty train-

plng three times a week and club
training in betwean. Nowndays gym
pWork, nutrition, porformance analy-
sis and sensible rest are part of the
mandatory makeup of most inter-
eounly pLAYErs.

When I met Orla Cotter for coffeo
last Monday evening she was coming
from her gym session.

“It's a programme I got from Mike
Carroll last year and ve stuck with
ke, Orla informed me. “It's part of my
routine for the st few vears. It's not
a5 intense now as it was at the begin-
ning of the yvear, It's plyometric

ng, explosive stalT, a bt

of power and sharpness. 1'm it

perlce a week. I"ve been doing a gym

prnqmnm-a for the last three years

mﬂ t'h%hmnw to me. it's cer-

my game.

d% {5 a current “carrier’ of our

game, Thiz iz her time and ungues-
tionably she is a leader in the

Linda
Mellerick

team of the past three vears. With the
retirement of players such a= Joanne
O'Callaghan, Jennifer O‘Leary.
Anna Geary and Angela Walsh,
Orla's presence has taken on an even
greaber imporiancs,

MNow in her 10th season and with
four sendor titles to hor credif; 2008,
2008, 2009 and 2014 the gap between
2003 and 2004 Wis an 0y¢ Opener.

“When I first ol ob the Cork team
it seemed ke we'd be In Croke Park
a.]m::-al:.rearudlhm il Fealize that
you're not and just what it takes. So
last year meant 50 much after not
having been there for 5o lang.”™

Orla’s from placed balls
has been instrumental to Cork's sic-
coss but she isn't j.u!t a dead ball
specialist. Her nts from play,
work rate and distributlon form a
crucial part of her makeup and it is
no surprise that she has won three
championship 'Player of the Mateh®
awnrds in the past two seasons.

A PE and Irish teacher in Midleton
College thankfully the 27 year old
still has a number of years left in the
Cork jersay, that is if she doesn’t go
Inte premature rolirement, which
many players seem o do in the mod-

ern age. 5o 18 that on the table?

“It's a big commitment but I just
love the ing. Dwouldn't give that
up. When you're a teacher and off for
three months yvou alwavs think of
travelling for that tme. famoas
last words this past few vears is that
:llllta_:n travelling but I haven't done it

r5 crussed that Orla puts that
travelling on hold until her mid-
thirthes at Teast,

It hasn't been the perfoct veor for
Cork, losing the league final and suf-
fering two champlonship defeats to
ﬂalmﬁ and Wexford but we would
do well to remember that Paudie
Murray used the league and the
mmmrdp format to blend in now

p Is.

He played it cute, atming to get into
a quarter final playvoff. But sup-
porters were concerned when Co
ware defeated by Wexford in Sars-
fields on August 18; it was more the
manner of the defeat which raised
guestions. But it all changed from
thire,

Orla picks up the conversation,
*I'd be lying if [ said that [ wasn't
worried after the Wexford game
either, But 1 think after that we just
came togather. We threw eve E
oitt there about why it wasn't work-
ing. what was going on. We as plavers
trained harder, brought more inten-
sty to trafning. Work mate is our key.
Work rate evervwhers.”

The guiet, unassuming St Cather-
ines playver has brought huge pride
to her club. She in turn is prowd of

Orla Cotter, Cork, Is chased by Claire Phelan, Kilkenny, in the semi-final.
Picture: Sam Bamnes/SPORTSFILE

“Wieve had great people invelved
in the club, Pat and Marie Clancy
were In years and more pe-
cently Deniz Walsh and they've
in 1 work. It was an unbelievahble
feeling beating Milford (in 2002) who
of coursa have over sinee. ['ve
been lucky to have been involved
with some really great playvers
thera.™

Then we got onte the reason we're
meeting: Seplember 13 and Galway?

“Yeah sure look they've beaten us
twice already this year so they're
Eoing to be confident golng into the

match. They'd a tough victory over
Wexford in their semi-final. Ob-
viously no All-lreland is going to be
WOm easy.

“They've strong players down the
mibddle, they're physical, they're fit
a“d\ll,rhﬁ .ﬁ ast,

e expecting a Merce baitlo
but as long a8 w-nfet a performianes
on the day I think things will look
after themselves."”

Omne thing is cerfain, Orla will be a
leader on the day. It isn®t time o
hand the baton over yet. In the mean-
time it's in safo hands,
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Cork.

CAMOGIE

B Mary White

CORK camogie star Gemma
O'Connor and footballer Annie
Walsh helped launch the
WGPA's new partnership with

Skechers, on Leeside.

O Connar - who will contest hier 11th
a}ll-]!‘ni-'tnd camogie final on
Beptember 13 against Galway, and
‘Walsh, who will bid to win & 108h
ladies football All-Ireland title for
Cork on September 27, announced
the sponsorship deal in the
Skechoers store on ra Lane.

The partnership will see Skechers
suppart tse WGEPA Hero Award for
the Plaver af the Month in ladies
foothall and camogic.

Speaking about the deal,
O Connoer sald: “I0s preat that the
WGPA Is making such inroads for
camogie playvers and ladics
foothallers and the deal with
Skechers |3 a massive boost.™

Paisl Gallaghr, Skachers Ireland, with Muiriam Walsh, Kilkenny

]
¥,

ie team; Griinne Kenneally, Waterford ladies foothall team: Gemma 0'Canner, Cork team
mnmﬂwﬂmmuiumamn;nmmﬂmﬂmwmmm,mnmmﬁmpwudmuﬂm,atﬁm:aﬁm
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Cork stars
launch new

WPGA deal

The monthly WGPA Hero award  poormbaes and by the
i public through  monthly WGPA Hero initative, Meanwhile, Cork will learn who
s k,ﬂg‘%““?’;‘ﬂ““}' initiative of  gocial media, kechers are a growing brand  they face in the All-Ireland foothall
ih hdoe luisg ﬂﬂl h;:1li and g at the launch, across Ireland, which reflects our  Semi-final on Saturday. with
the W mlmte:m e ethos of  gon of the WGPA, Acife Lane, said:  0Wn status as a relatively new  Dublin's clash against Armagh now
The winners will be jointly “We are delighted 1o have Skochers © tion hoping to improve the  changed to 2pm so as toavoid a clash
selocted by votes from WGps O0 board as supporters of our of players nationwide. with Ili;:u lr:::htiu and Mayo men's

past Kilkenny's Davina Tobin in the recent All-frefand semi-final. mumhnuhgummmm

'3

on Sunday, See P52-53 for more.

|Eire Og

take on
fancied
Sars side

CAMOGIE

H Mary Newman

THE countdown to Croke
Pairk may be on, but the local
champlonships continue to
advance this weekend with
games not involving Cork sen-
for players golng ahead,

In éh.n nior B champion-
ship irusgl:. who are always
strong contendors take on a
lively Sarsficlds team, wha
have continwed thelr impres.
sive progress In thelr first
year in the grade.

Thi Mid-Cork side lost out
in the final of 2013 and falled to
bulld on It last season. This
year they have put in huge
work and are there ance
pressing for honours, ¥
have good players in Ellen
O'Herlihy and Claire Meany
but they will meet strong :'np-
position from & strong and fo-
cused Sarsfields, who last
yvear won the intermediate
title. Stalwart Emer Fennell
continues to in a lne-
up that will include Lucy
Allen, Ellen Murphy, Hatie
Barry and Chloe Casey.

Barryroe, who re-graded
this year from senior, have,
once again made it to the Last
four and will mneél il Hal-|
low side, who like Eire
have been trying for severa
years t0 annex this tile with-
DL SELCCERE, i

They will meet a Barryroe
side that took sonfor B hun-I
ours in 2012 and having spent
two seasons at senfor level
they re-graded this yvear.
Claire Sexton, Eimear White
and former Cork senior 5ile
Burns are thelr threats.

There iz just one game in
the intermediate champlon-
ship where Brian Dillon's
mest Tracion in the last game
In the round robin series, with
both sides already through to
the semi-Mnals. Tracton will
meet Enniskenns and Brian

Dilton's face Blackrock in the
lasi four.

The Junior B championship
semi-finals po abead this wee-
Kend with Banteer mecting
Glen Rovers' second string
and Cobh facing either Ballin-
collig oF Ballinascarthy. Cobh
were impressive in taking the
Junior B leapue,

Banteer were Impressive in
annexing the Junjor C title
last season following thedr ac-
guisition of playvers Cast-
lemagner the side has ex-

nded and gained in confi-

noe. o the Junior C cham-
pionship ite dawn to semi final
stages where Millstreet will
meet Kilderrey whilst Cast:
Iyons are In sction against
Ballyhoa.

FXTURES
Tomght: infermediain champcseghs
Bl Dton's ¥ Tracisn, Caibe Aams
&30
Temerrow; Senior I champlonship
. Eve Og v Sanisins. Caste
jmd i m_m : |
wrlge oha sami-linal:
Bakyhon v m!-l:mrml.lpc-nmu Fra,
3.30pm.
Semior B Champloaship semb-fengh
EENSL et o

Junéor B aemi-finsds:
Eamlger L Cas=a Hoad
e S




Cork's Eimear 0'Sullivan o the break during last
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Cork
copein
face of
losses

CAMOGIE
B Eamonn Murphy

WHAT'S most remarkable
aboul the Cork camogie side
who this Sunday defend theky
AllIreland crown is the turn-
over in the starting 15,

Gone from the team that got
the beiter of Kilkenny 12
moniths apo are Joanne O'Cal-
laghan, Anna Geary, Jennifor
O Leary and Angela Walsh, as
well as Eimoear ("Sullivan.

The only surviver in the
sqpuad §5 0 Sulllvan, a edlossus
of wing-back agninst the Cats,
whio has been hampered by in-
jury. She is still certain to fea.
ture this Sunday against Gal-
way becnuse she Was an inte-
gral element to the 2014 All-
Iredand triumph.

You would have expecied
her absence, on the back of
Towr retirements, would have
destabilised the team.

O°Callaghan was one of the
best cormer-backs in the game,
while Geary excelled in shack-
ling Katie Power on the big-
gest day of the vear. The

pwrlsty O°'Leary and athletic
dual ace Walsh struck the

jvital goals in “14.

= As well as the veterans*
departure, Joanne Casey,
was introdieed Lalke
ireland final, and Denise Cro-
nin, wha featured heavily in
the run-up to Croker, are also
gone from the panel.

Huge credit therefore must
g0 to the new faces in last
month's semi-final demolition
of Kilkenmy: Leeann O Sulli-
van {Glen), Meabh Cahalane
{5t Finbarr's), Hannah Loo-
ney (Killeagh), Orla Cronin
(Enniskeane) and Amy O Con-
nor {5t Vinoent's),

There's no question the
nous of hainizteoir Pandie
Murray and hiz backroom
{eam, in their fourth season at
the helm, has helped steer
them through potentiaily
choppy waters, Their display
in the league final loss to the
Tribe in Thurles was pretty
slappy in paris, while Corl ap-
peared to be Hmited by their
Wl struciure.

You can be sure though,
Murray and co were guile
willing to lose in spring with
their cyes on the business emd
of champlonehip,

They were actually under-
dogs in the All-Ireband somi-
final against & Klkenny gun-
ring for revenge. They had to
line out the day after dual war-
riors Rena Buckley and
Briege Corkery lined out fna
gruclling foothall quarter.
final against Galway. Yet ai
the final whistbe were 4-10 to 1-
10 in front. -

While steering Cork o an.
other decider, the same man-
agement was at the halm of the
fintermediates, who only just
rlsded ot in their All-Ireland
peemi against Kikdare, Keeping
bath sides on the road this foo-
brought intensity to training
ancl i healthy battle for plncos.
j The blend of experience, Cork-
ery amil Buckley hove 14 sen-
o All-Irelands sach and nre
;ﬂ:'? utltrﬂ:é |muﬂwﬁd' nnd

WAEryY rookies shou P
decisive this Sunday, 2

emma will give

Barbara
O'Connell

Cork’s Gemma O'Connor celebrates after last year's All-lreland camoqe final win over Kilkenny at Croke Park.

Ficture: badie (Hare

GEMMA O'CONNOR is very glad of
the two constant things in her life
right now.

Her family and her carear in the army.
Baoth have helped her to become the
great player she is and more import-
antly the grest person she has become.
Right now one ks helping the other,
and by that I mean the training and
cnndttinnlmg Gxemma receives in the
army ks helping her cope and deal with
SOHTIE VEIY l.r. personal lsanes in her
life. Amd that 15 her mum's {liness.

Juest eover 12 memthes ago the drended
*C" word caught up with her mum, her
rock, her inspiration.

Tonight her mum Geraldine is still
battling bravely showing no sign of
glving up or letting cancer win

She ks dolng fn real Ife what we see
Gemma do on the pltch for the Barrs
and Cork every time she picks up a
huarley. She will do the same next Sun-
day and hoepefully she will inspire
Cork to retain thedr title by fighting for
every ball, every inch and give every
ounce of energy the has to help Cork
win. Just the same way her mum is
treating her battle with cancer,

We expect 30 much so often from
star players like Gemma not knowing
what is going on in their private lives,

Wi don't understand or forgive ea-
sily if we feel they left Cork down by
plaving poorly, but who are wa to
Juebge theewm whien we are not walking in
thelr shoes.

Vet Gemma won't use this personal
tragedy as an excusa if Cork loseor she
plays poorly. Gemma doesn't do ex-
cuses o self-pity.

It's not in her nature thanks to the
alvice and guidance she got from her
s growing up and her ammy tradn-
ing. Geraldine O'Connor, 55, of Ballyp:
hehane has been Gemma's rock all
through her life and the former Glen
player, who intreduced Gemma to ca-
mogle from a very early age, s top of
Gemma's mind right now.

“Being asked the question about my
mam's illness is & sensitive one and
one [ find aveiding at times," 0°'Connor
says. “But anybody that knows me in
Cork know that | wear my heart on my
sbegve and it's hand to hide the heart-
break that I might be going through at
the time.

“The dreadsd 'C” word has hit my
family in more ways than youo can lm-

niine aned row it has hit the o person
who means more b me than Life itself,

There were times when didn™t know il
1 could bring mysalf to training be-
cause, mentafly and physically, [ feli
drained from the worry.

“My maum s such a fighter and at the
mvomment she s certainly glving her all,
She will never ever accept defeal es-
E-;lailr during the toughest times.

is though has always been her man-
tra and that's why [ have become the
passionate and driven plaver I am
today.” Having spent the past 11 years
in the army, O'Connor [ no siranger
to hard work &8 she combines a busy
career with life as a sporis star.

*Army life is full of different oppor-
tunkties and dofinitely is a job with a
difference.

“Because of this | have mavelled 1o
Africa and the Middle East, worked
nlongside theGarda Siochans and
Prison Service and - gl and in-
strectod on various conrses like the re-

cruits. Before all this though you are




it her all for Cork

Cork camagie star and Gemma (' Conmor promoting the WGPA's ‘Behind the Player campaign.

put throogh a few gruelling tests and
training regimes.

vt i% something I have always rel-
ighed and always found that I like b b
pushed to the limits.

Mot only the physical but the men-
tal pressure you endure as a soldier
can only but stand to you on the camo-
gie fiel

“Having that courage to kc-eE going
to the bitter end, no matter what the
situation is an aﬁ;-an:awmany gporis

reon. Especially a8 a woman,”™
mext Sunday, Cork will take on Gal-
way who have :‘Jﬁadr beaten Cork

twice this year i knows
this will be a tough task ahead bt sk

belisves it's one they are now well pre-
fior.

“Galway have beaten us twice al-
ready and 1 wouldnt $ay we ame Wir-
rled but, sure, we are very much aware
of the threat Galway pose,

"They are the form team at present
and certainly they would feel that this
iz their All-Ireland for the taking.

“We are in a different place at the
moment and we have grown through:
ot the champlonship and improved in
each game, We are Jooking for the com-
plete performance and wa haven't
managed it yed this year but like any
game we will certainly Took o grind
out the Fight result.

-

i -
&
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“There ks a lot of talk that we are
team ik transition. missing so many of
last year's panel: While that is true, we
are & team who can adapt and we haveo
been doing that quite well throwghout
this year's campalgn.”

Speaking to O Connor about com-
mitment we can’t but mention dual
players Briege Corkery and Rena
Buckley and for (FConnor they are fwo
exceptional women.

“Hricge and Rena arce S0 uniquid,
They have that “just put the head
down and do it" attitude. Some people
might say they are mad to do what they
da. Go from work (o camogic training
then the folbowing day do the same but

@@ Galway have
beaten us twice
already and |
wouldn't say we are
worried but, sure, we
are very much aware
of the threat Galway

DDSE",

this time it"s football tralning.

= At the weekemds they would have
either a camogio or foothall match and
a3 you all know sometimes both games
even on the same day. Multiply that b
club level and thers sn't even enou
divys In the week for it This is done all
year every year and while I think that
maybe it's too much or a sign of mad-
ness, you would have to take your Tuat
off for the dedlcation and commitment
thise girs give, 1t's second (o noneand
they hivee the accoliles o prove it. Mo
only that, but they are driven as over
and they both are amazing athletes
and 1 have no doubt they will play a
huge factor in the result on Sunday.

How you
to make
banner
headlines
for final

CAMOGIE

LIBERTY INSURANCE and
the Camoghe Association are
calling om all elubs, schoals
and countles to bring their
banner to Croke Park on
All-Irealnd Camogie finals
ﬁy. next Sunday, Septembar

The best banner will win
£1,000 for their camogic or
GAA clul, courtesy of Liberty
Insurance.

Il the Cork fans have to do ks
design a bannor and the best
one will be chosen an the day
by & judging panel at half-timo
during the genjor final agains
Galway with €1,000 geing 1o
thelr nominated cnmogie or
GAA clulb!

During half time of the
Liberty Insurnnce All-Ireland
gephor final an annonncement
on the loud speaker will
encourage supporters to
raise their banners in the

adr.

Three judges will be on
pitch and will select the
bharner that they view as most
eve-catching, smartest or
funny.

The prize is strictly non-
transferable.

Meanwhile, Minister off
State for Tourism and Sport
Michael Ring TD, recontly
launched Ireland’s partici-
patton in the inaugural Euro-§
pean Week of Sport.

O 250 sport and physieal §
activity events will take place
acrass Ireland until Sephem-
by k3.

The Irish Sporis Council s
the national co-ordinator for
the European Week of Sport in
Ireland which aims to pro-
mae sport and physical activ-
ity across Europo.

One of the Nagship evenis
will b the Great Dublin Bike
Ride (GDBR), Other Nagship
evonts include, Free Ouidaar
Adventure Days, All-Ireland
Camogie Championships
Final, All-Treland Ladies
Foothall Final, An Post Kebel
Tour of Cork, Parkrun events
and the Tipperary Mini Mara-
than.

Minister for Tourism and Spor
Michael Ring launched Irefand’s
participation in the inaugural
European Week of Sport.



g T

Eimear 0'Sullivan ks eager for a return to action in the All-Ireland senior camogie fina! next Sunday after being out with injury.

EIMEAR O'SULLIVAN knows
how lucky she is to be looking
forward to another All-Ireland
senior camogie final.

O'Sullivan missed outl on the
Eflﬂ' final against Tipperary and

sermi-final versus Kilkenny after
whaikmlﬁr ]mte:]:ﬂ]!!:t an inno-
cent ury at t

She is eager and rldng.r action
and looking ahead to Sunda'_v s Lib-
erty Insurance All-Ireland =enfor
camoghe Minal against Galway,

Having come on as a substitute
against Kilkenny, she came through
a tongh championship game with
her club last week when they nar-
rowly lost oul to Ballincollig in a
thrilling clash, and with the injury
cleared up it's all systems go for
O Sullivan.

“At this stage 1 have four weeks
training under m {3' belt and hope-
fully 1 am looking forward to featur-
ing at some stage of the final and
while the team has not been an-
noumesd vet, [ will be ready if
neaded,” she sajd.

With three senior and a senfor B
All-Ireland medal already safely
tucked away at home, Eimear is now
a metiare member of the panel and ks
one of the players guiding the
younger panel members and this is
something she enjoys.

“1 know how hard [t is to come
into a team as a young plaver, this
wiear we have a lot of new players on
the panel and lh-ng..' h:w:u fitted in

v well to the Erm

Hmrlng come { ugh the ranks
from underage level with her be
lowved Ballinhassig, she alzo lined
r-'ll-li walh the Cork Institute of Tech-

Jj,:.r whore she completed a de-
n Accounting and won an Ash-
bnurnﬂ Shield medal.

Elmear has been holding a hurley
in’her hand for as kng as she can re-
member and this comes as no sur-
prise given that the hurlevs were

B Mary Newman

made in the O'Sulllvan back garden
out in Briar Hill where father
Johnny was always busy cutting
and shaping sticks I'nr a Ie-glan afl
hurlers and camagle play
The O° Sulllvan !'nmﬂ]?l are
stenped in GAA tradition a!.hcr
Jabnny hurled with his nati
typhehane af junior lmrelhumre Il.n-
ing oul at senior level for Youghal,
the parish where his late father Jack
was born.
He later returned to lead Ballyp-
Mmﬂﬁ to o city junior champion-
B,
n putting down roofs in Briar

Hill, Johnny immersed himself in
the Ba club as did his wife
Bora (nee DufT) and as their sons
and daughters began to play with
the local club, it was inevitable that
he would get involved. Having
sarved in various roles John is cue-
renily the club

Hurling and camogie is a way of
life for the family, John jnr., Brian,
Kevin, Declan and Paul all hurled
with the club as did sisters Linda
and Jennifer and now the baby of
the faklly 1% a leading Light in the
Cork camogie set-up and a big con-
tingent of family will, as always,
comverge on Croke Park,

Eirmear sald: “T suppose yes, they
will a1l be heading up for the day.™

Last year was a dream season for
Eimear, who %:m- a terrific display
in the final which led to her baing

O’Sullivan
is ready
and willing

Ram ﬂ?u:m' af the match, some-

thing she was hugely honoured to

ve. But that is forgotben now as

she bids to make it back onto the
starting 15 for Sunday's final

“Last year is gone and forgotien
we must now give it our all to retain
the title but we ara in geod shape
and ready o go.”

Eimear won hor first All-Ireland
medal against Sunday’s ition
in 2008 and knows them

“Galway will be very strong we
saw that already when they beat us
in the earlier round of this cham-
pi and In the league final,

"Bt we will give it our very best
shot they are in Nnal the same as os
Eandl_.‘tiujl about how we play on the

¥,

B Tomorrow Barbara ('Connell
talks to Gemma O"Connor,
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Kilkenny: Galway boss Ward ‘eats, sleeps, drinks camogie’_

Liborty Insurance Senior Camogia Snal
Sunday: Croke Park, 4pm
Referoo: Aoy Kolly {Kidare)
TV: RTE Two

Btz Cark 10011, Galway 11710,
Draw 152

Daragh O Conchilir g} ‘

GH'“'BL] aplain, Minmh Kilkenny has
described All-Treland-winning man-
13-':# Tony Ward as 8 man who “eats,
sleeps, drinks camogis”,
Ward was in charge when the Tribe.
swomen won thelr nratall [refand sen-
o en at the tiller

long gap was

ihe helm and has brought the western-
ers back to tlse Liberty Insurance final
OO MR,

"He has & fantastic record,” enthused
Kilkenny. “He just loves camogle, He'd
be on the phone to You 24 hours a day if
you let him. He's always making sure
wi have evervthing and we're well
looked after. He eats, sleeps, drinks ca-
mogie. He's a fantastic manager.™

Ward was alse in charge of the infor-
mediate team that made it a tremen-
Id‘:;'.; donble two yvears ago al Croke

“To win both thot day was a massive
boost, That (intermediale) success has
brought on the carrent team. There are
a lot of girls on the senbor team now that
ware successiul with the infermediates
that day.

“We waere 8o Jomg walting for it and it
definitely hmul:hl on r:umug;ln A mass-
ive amount in Ga g}r

Galway hawve 'rm a huge turnover
since B0 but so lnl:l have Cork, with the
likes of Joanne O'Callaghan, Angela
Walsh, Anna Geary, Jenny O'Leary and
Sara Hayes no longer part of their

Spoats schente will be 1o the lone in

Sunclaxy's All-inaland i finals, with
tha quest to find who has 8 lasies)
siiika of the sliofor.

The Camogie Ajsociation will use
excieshe ball speed data snailabie 10 ils

fponson, Libery insurance — wha
launchied his bt yoear for AS-
Irgland hurling cham ip madchisg

in Crobie Park — for Sunday’s All-Iredand
The fasiest bad spoed recorded was o
strikoe by Hilkenany™s T Roic in the 2004
All-Iraland hurfing semi-final against

Lirmesrick, ﬂnnaﬂ:u-:lud 181, 1kph wins

J-I.Iﬂﬂfl'ﬂ' months after that, 1he tasiast
racondad SErd if WomBn's lennis wis

wa:zmam Germany’'s
Lisicki, 50 il will Ba 1o
mote Eha spead of some of comogle's

sguad. Kilkenny admita: “Ii"s hard
when they®ve a ot of key plyrers that

slars on Sundoy,
Thiz speed of e SEotar will ba
mibadsuned using Hawk-Eya i
and i3 bagad on shol atlampts abomse
nm&ﬂwwmln four matres of tha
ks, It detects points , LS
hl-m;n-udmm both Bl

il Ry Kaly from Kidaro wl
m.m Flary om
of ther sanior Enal babveen
Ernlﬂn.r-:l Jerirry By [Dubling
will overses the intesmedials final
becaean VWeterford and Kidare, and
Grainng Couler (Down) will refanss tha
junigr fnal betwean Laois and
Roscommon. in the imlermediase final,
Wateriord angd Kildnre wil be fora
potenilinl Gouble, ag both ane

mmm-mw
football o Soptember 27,

— Mary White

retired. Jenny O Laary ks delinftely one
1t stands out in my mind. She's a fan-

tastic F]:yer. It just shows the char-
acder af Cork. They have this never-say:
idbe attitude: [y
“Thay work so hard on and off the
ball and it just proves it again that
they're back inan All-Ireland final
“We had them in the league final and ip
the first round of the championshlp
Both games were extromely tght. s
wiarme up A good fow points at lalf time in
the league final and Cork came back
agaln within three, b
“in the first round of the champion-
ship it was just two points near the end
that sealed victory for s
“Wie know a lot about them and it will 3 .‘
abvlonsly iwe them grant motivation
in:-mgml:-u-! & game that we have beaten
them twice already and they Il probably
want to get one hm:k A LI, =
“We're under no flusions. 1t's going N
o be an wxtremaly tough game but ft'sa
challenge that we're looking forward
to." -
'I'hl.'iu- ﬂ be no fear ul'rrn','- l:nmpil-l- L
cency in
o '.rlnl. ‘ﬁlwm IM-T
Ein from twe games &2 go



tually back in the camo-
gie All-tredand Final istes-
timony to the work of the
Players andthe backroom
team, given the trans-
formation that the team

No fewer then five play-
ers, who were central 1o
the win over Ki L LT
no longer imvolved for a

variety of reasons. It says

a lot for the character of
the present group, a point
not lost on dual star Rena
Buckley.

"I’z a kot of plavers, and
very good players at that,
1o be without. Bust you just
get on with it and move
on, that's what happens
with all teams. Bui, io be
fair, the new have
been brilliant all season.™

The team have been a

bit inconsistent but yet -
of the -

reached the fi
three competitions that
they have enteredithis sea-
som, winning oneand Jos.
ing one. The latter, ironi-
cally, was to to Galway in
the league final, this Sun-
day’s opponents.

Az EH' IM MEML
Rena makes an interesting
point, saying: *We were
very poor in the first half
and allowed Galway to
build up a good lead, we
improved in the second
half but gave ourselves too
much ground to make up;
that's something we can-
not afford to do on Sun-
m_l‘-

September i%, 45 ever, a
busy month for Rena as
she gets ready for the two
finals - the Ladées Football
decider is in three weeks'
time - but the Inniscarra
player is un-
fazed by
the de-

manding

schedule,
At this

stage, | am well used to it,
it takes a bit longer to ad-
just back 1o ca after
football but it"s OK and
Ik, this ks the tieme of the
year to be playing in the
big games and I'm really
looking forward to both
meatches,™
Gemma O'Connor is
another of the more &x-
perienced players and,
like Rena, she cannot wait
for Sunday; “It's the place
every camogie player
wishes to be and [ would
not swap it with amyone,”
ft's been a strange cam-
paign for the team and
Gemma concedes they
were inoonsisten: “That's
irue, but at the end of the
day the ohjective was to
get out of the group, we
were always confident of
doing that, irrespective of
what position we came in.
"We did get 1o the
League final, which was
good considering we were

developing a new team,

but I think the win over
Tipperary showed how far
we had come simoe losing
that final (eague).”

The win In the Quarter-
Final of the Championship
against Tipperary, and in
Thasrles bet it be said, sent
out a clear signal thar the
champions were back on
track.

“We started badly but
once we got the first goal
wegrew inconfidence and
won well in the end,” says
CaedFifTiL,

Next up were Kilkenny,
the team they defeated
in'last vear’s decider, and
many people’s favourites
to win this vear's title; but
Cork left no one in any
doubt that their crown
wias not going to be sur-
rendered easily.

It was without douby
their best display, Gemma
agrees: “No gquestion
about that, we had a dow
start but once we settled
there was only going to be

Sport is compiled by LOUISE CASHELL
If you have any comments on SPORT or if you would like a topic covered
emall: lcasheli@corkindependent.com

one winner, We were very
determined we would wii
and win in style."

As Gemma prepares
for what will be her iith
final, she agrees with Rena
about denying Galway
a good start, "They are
a very good team, they
were champions in 2003,
50 we know we fuoe o very
toazgh task and we must
impose ourselves on the
gam: from the very start,
but [ am confident we can
do that because we are
coming good &t the right
time,”

Foer Gemma, there is
added motivation as her
maother Ger, herself a
former player with Glen
Rowers, s having her own
battle with cancer, bug the
army officer won't iise that
its an excuse. "It has been
tough but she is fighti
hard and that is E;::TIE
what [ will be doing on
Sunday - and that's what
she would want me to
*J|-

The kev 1o Sunday is how
Cork's new players will
cope with the occasion
that is All-freland Final
day, and this is where the
experienced members will
be of immense help - and
that is crucial.

For Leanne O°Sullivan,
Orla Cronin, Meave Ca-
halane, Hanndh Looney
and Amy O'Connor, this
represents the biggest day
in their Cork careers. To
date, they have passed all
the tests and if
their form of the earlier
rounds, the champions
rieed hgrve o Fear of Gal-
way.

Throw in the likes of
Briege Corkery, Aoife
Murray, Orla Cotter, the
Mackey sisters, Catriona
andd Pamela, Laura Treacy,
along with ream captain
Ashling Thompson, and
it's a clear Indication of
how vzl the new, and the
not so new, players have

blended o a formidabile
[{=ETi

Galway, of course, will
face the game in 4 con-
fident mood; Their two
wins over Cork are a fac
tor and in Tony Ward
they have a manager who
is only too well aware of
what is required 1o win on
All-Ireland Sunday.

The League champions
have in Niamh Kilkenny,
Susan Earner, Emma
Kilkelly, Niamh McGrath,
?&il:l“ﬂ'ej:'lpunm: and Ashling

illy, some

players and mﬁi ﬂuri
on the winning team in
203, only their secomd-
ever title, and they will
be keen to complete a
league and cham

double, il

Cork’s Julia White, like
her colleagues, iz well
aware of the threat that
Galway present: “It's a
huge challenge for s but
one we are really look-
ing forward to, we have
trained hard all year, we
fell short in the leagye
final, but we are, [ think, a
better team right now,~

Julia alen makes the point
that the team holiday in
April was a help, apart
fremm the face that they had
to trek to Derry shortly
after their arrival back.

“We had great crabe and
we bonded well out there,
and while we had a patchy
group phase, we always
felt we would come good.
The win over Kilkenny in
the semi-final was our best
display all year, now one
more and we will retain
our title; that's the plan
anyway.”

Cork, 1o some, may be
surprise finalists bt thene

is quality in every line.
That, coupled with the:
desire to make it back-to-|

back wins, will make them

very hard to beat and for %
that | expect the O Duffy £

Cup will be in the South (%

Mall on Monday sight,

ﬁy Cup

Orla Cotter will be a key player for Cork when they
play Galway on Sunday in the All-ireland
PHOTO: SAM HARNES }

Niamh Killenry: Intermediate success has
brought on the cument team.

san for that, Cork’s All-Ireland final
record another. :

"o have to mkcwmmﬂlﬂ&
ually, It's another game for us o v. [t
doesn't become an All-irel final
until the final whistle is blown. You
have o foctiged on the task at
hand.”

Galway's Miamh Kitkenny and her Cork counterpart Ashling Thompsan at the
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Camogie Finals Captains Day. The Camogie
Association will use Hawk-Eye for the first time at Crake Park on

wher Cark will be ta retain their crown and equal Dublin's record of
25 senfor All-Ireland titles. Full detalls on the three finals aro availabile on
Whank camogie, e fsupportherspart canies ey e



"These camogie S
twins couldn’t imagine
life without each other

meogie final in Croke Park, and they'll have
cach other’s backs.

For the last 23 years they've had each other's
backs, and nothing will ever chanpge that.

From Douglag, the Mackeys are the youngest of
fotir. Thelr alder sksters Caroline (29) and Jeasica
{26y aren’t as sporty as they, but none-the-less
thelr sisters will be in Dublin along with their
mather, Mary, roaring on Cork against Galway
as tho the Rebels go for bwio in-a-row.

Should they win, there's a holiday 1o South Al
rlea to ook forward to with thelr mother, Mary,
in Movember.

Spdly, their father. John, passed away in 2007
from cancer, but the support from their mother
and sisfers has inspired Pamela and Katrina to

e a duo of rising stars in the moden game.

“Dad passed away when we were aged 15 from
siomach cancer,” reveaks Katrina.

*1t was suclden enough so it was hard to take at
that age because we'd just done our Junior Cest.
He was sick for o while, but he was stubborn so he
wis ireating himsalf, He gave in el.'emuajj,_l,r BT
went fo the dector and was dingnosed at the end of
August. In Seplember, he went into hospltal and
passed away at the end of Ociober, so it was fast
enough in the end.

“He'd played a Liitle bit of hurling for Black-
rock, but the sportiness probably comoes from our
grandlather, Williom Higglns from Glasheen,
Eh"'.'.“'“"“f" Payed soccer for [reland back in the

INS Pamela and Katrina Mackey will
| Linvez oat iny Sunday's Sendor All-Ireland Ca-

¥,

“We've always been sporty 1 suppose,” adds
Pameln.

"M just loves coming to watch our matches,
and although our parents never really played a
lot themselves, they always supported us, as have
our sisters,”

Their parents met In a dance hall in Cross-
lr:;:r.‘n and It was in 1992 that the twins were

.

 Mackey when they were younger, dressed in the county colours. The sisters line
final on Sunday, at 4pm against Galway in Croke Park, Live on RTE 1.

Cork camogie stars, twin
sisters Pamelaand Katrina
Mackey speak to Mary
White about growing up
and their special bond,
ahead of this weekend's
All Ireland final

From a young age, it was obvious that the shy
and reserved double team adored being in cach
others” company. Not only that, but they were ob-
sessed with hurling and camogle, and would ba
spotied with hurleys In hand wherever they weni.

"Our mam brought us down to the street
leagues in Douglas to play against the boys every
Saturday morniog. She could tell we could play
and see thers was something there 1 suppose,”™
says Pamela.

“We wore always Eracl!sdng and we were oh-
gessed with it, and brought our hurleys abso-
Itely everywhere,” Katrina smiles,

Baoth supping on a latte, it's obvious the Mackey
sisters are a kind-spirited force, who love nothing
other than to be in each other's company.

Growing up they wers much more alike thamn
they are now, and every now and then played
pranks on thelr primary school teachers by swap-
ping seais in the elassroom. The only way to tell
they were different was with what hand they
WEEE with - Katrina ber left, and Pamela her
right.

Other than those antics, there wasn't much
tirme for messing, with study and sport to the fore.

They would get the exact same Junior Cert re-
sults - six As and five Bs - while attending Christ
Eing Secandary School in the city, but the Lease-
o Aeratodt s

1 was disgusted! got 20 points more than
me!™ Pamela la

*Yeah, | got 515. Pamela was in the A class, and
Iﬁshﬂm'tﬂ:h B’ class!™ Katrina sheeplshly pd.
mits,

T god 455, [ didn’t even break the 500 mark!”

Both attended UVCC to study Chemistry with
Forensics, and are now entering their second
year of thelr PhDs. But, despite what some people
think, it"s not a case of copycat.

"We just have the same interssts, 1 wouldn't do
something just because Pamela was doing it," Ha-
trina admits.

“Yeah, wo picked the same conrsa in eallepe be-
canse we were always interested in erime, and
thits it W obviously like each other's comparny
but we are our own person at the end of the day.

=1 hate when peaple sy we're too olose and that
we're like the same person, bocause we're indi-
viduals in our own right,” savs Katrina,

“That gels on my nerves too, Or, if someane
says ‘ye're always together’ or “ye've to pat awaﬁ
from each adher”. But, it's different for twins an
pe-u{.':e just don't get it

“You'd like for people to s as us individuals,”
Katrina adds.

“But, sport is definktely our life foo, Whether
it's playing mmeheid%u%; to tratning or watch-
ing gamaes. it's all we do. We might go to the beach
to chill-out, bt other than that it's definitely all
sport”

“We might go to the cinema the odd time, but
we love taking our two Jack Russells for walks,”™
Famela says.

“They re called Jooy and Charlie. Chartie is the
youngest and he's a pest! He's obsessed with food
anid Ll'!'-t wants attention 24/7. He's like & child

“Yeah, but it's really ente!” Pamela reminds

PAMELA: FACT-FILE

Personality: Competitive, hard-waorking,
ambitious

Favourite colour: Purple

Favourite band: Bruace Springstesn

ﬁlﬂl film el::;‘ The Gadfither

ost adm sportsperson: Usain Balt

Favourite rmd:%sh

Pet hate: Messy people

‘Il!'u:.l‘d do 10 laps to avoid: Cotting the

Favourite twin thing to do: Walk our two
dogs in Crosshaven togother.

¥

“I hate when people say we're
too close and that we're like the
same person, because we're
individuals in our own right.”

her slster,

Before every game, they take Joey and Clarile
for a walk down to Crosshaven, and they’ll com.
plete the same routine again this woek.

Both are All-Star winners, Katrina as a for-
ward and Pamela ag a back, but to hase each
other on the team has without guestion improwved
their games.

*We'd be very critcal of ourselves...” admits
Pamehi.

“Yiah, we would be, and 1 suppose we'd eriii-
clse purselves first rather than each other.™

“It's more advice really that we'd give each
other. And, besides, I'd never eriticiss Katrina be-
cause she'd probably eat me without sakt!™ lawghs
Pamela

“We'd be tough on ourselves really if we didn't
play to our potential. I was worse, but [ think I'm
after getting better,” Eatring reveals,

=0h it's the worst fesling ever... I'd be cranky
after for a weak!™

*Yeah, she would be! Pamela’s definitely the
crankier of the two of us!* Katrina adds with a
chuckle.

But, what is it that makes their relationship so

"she's always there,” says Pamela, *You al-
ways have somebody. You always have your
sfer and sometimes you'd be dependent on her,
bt it's nice having her there"

K::tﬂna sips on her latte and nods in agree-
ment.

“1 Just couldn’t imagine life without Pamela

KATRINA: FACT-FILE

mrmn.llltg: Ambitions, determined and

L
Favourlte colour:
Favourite band: ermmﬁlem. Simon
& Garfunkel, Bob Dylan
‘Best film #ver: The Godfathar
Most admired sporisperson:Ronun 0'Gara
Favourite food: Chicken kormma or fish

Pet hate: Loud and gardening

You'd do 10 avoid: ing out the
. laps Cleaning

Favourite twin thing to do: Cook fogether

P P

&



el - - fll' walk down to Crosshaven, and complete the reutine
the twins take their Jack Russells Joey and Charfie for 3 theyll e

WALKIES: Before game,
again lﬂsﬂﬁm of the All Ireland eamogie final.

the pair who are

studying PhDs,
amuhm&mmmmmmmm'mmmmm

ozt istry with Forensic Science) at UCC last year.

were conferred with their B5c

Ashbourne

Cup
Centenary
Celebration
- 100 Bliain!

MARK the centenary year of the
Ashbourne Cup an evening of
celebration was held in Croke Park
Stodium on Soturday, Seplember

12th - the eve of the 2015 Liberly Insurance
AlHreland Camogie Championship Finals

To celebrate this special occasion a
colebratony Mass os weall as o bonguel
dinner to allow all in attendance to cafch
up and to reminisce on the history of the
great competition that is the Ashbourme
Cup.

Many involved in the Ashbourmne Cup
from cver the years, s well as the wider
Comogie community, were in altendancea
an the néght, which was kindly organised
twy Bridin and Aidan O Moologdain, who are
thamsalves steaped in the Ashibounne
Cup trodition,

The centenary edition of the Ashbourma
Cup wers hedd in DCU in Felbruaty, and
Waterford [T werne the eventudl winners in
anather fontastic fournameant,

s Fovmer Comogie Assacilion Prascient Moy
Iviaran has wilfen ond pubshed 100 Yeors of
Aghbourne Cup’, This dacuments the gomss and
pEmsongities invohed over the posl Cenfury Ond
copies ang ekl by ermoiing mosmoraniiol e



White eves
dream finale

SHE may not be old in yvears, but
Julia White iz now one of the

most experienced players in the
Cork camogie squad.

The 24-year-old Douglas player has
seen her ups and downs with her
county amd will be hoping that it will
e another high against Galway on
jaumday,
Having already lost fo the Tribe-
yswomen this year, she doesn’t want
to experience that fealing agaln come
5.30pm on Sunday.
“This is where all playvers want to
'l.rn at this time of the year, this is why
you g training back in October or
Movember and put in the hard slog
‘through the winter months in the
horrible weather, o yeal we are de.

tighted to be in the final on Sunday.

“We have had lots of aps and
diowms this seagon on our way hock to
the final and Galveay have had two
good wins over us. They beat us in
o twe meeting to date, (leagae final
arwd rogmnd-robin stage of All-Ireland
qualifiers), and they will have taken
an awiul ot from those wins.

=“But we were hirt by those logses
and hopefully now we can get one
back on them, But on the other side
they know now they can beat us and
will go in confident they can make i
tharee wins over us this year,

“TMLi.' are an experienoed lde and
mmtﬂ_rﬁ they are tough, so it’s going
fo b allifficult for us and we are under
na illusions of the challenge we face,

"Even though we are the defendin
champions we will be :unsi.dnrn-g

. by many and [ can undar-
stand NS you to take cach
ESEE0T I"l:en m‘;ﬁmf" lill.I.T
SESOM '.";ﬂ.ﬁ, S W i
woitld be the case, oo

hels

Julia White in action for Cork against Kilkenmy's Davina Tobin in the Al-Ireland semi-

final in Walsh Park, Waterford,

"We arg a team in transiton, hae-
ing lost a number of playvers whao
staried in last year’s final, with nine
of the side that started that final,
starting against Galway in the league
decider this year, It has been tough
getting used o them not being
around. but fraining has been going
wiell lately and hn&l‘utly W are
peking at the right time,

"Becaust of those a lot of

Pl were writing us off before the
Eﬂﬁlll! or championship even started
and that was added to when they
looked at our form overall in the
round-robin stage of the All-Ireland

“But wa have concentrated on our-
selves and that's all you can do really
and with a ot of hard wark, we are
back fo dofend our tiike.

“Looking at the league final, Gal-
way plivned better than us over the 60
minubes, but we con take a kot from
the second half when we came back
at them and had we another few min.
utes, then God only knows what

Ficture credit: Sam Bames | SPORTSFILE

might have happened,

“But at the same time we wouldn't
be looking at two many positives
from that game. 1t showed how dan.
mu’l Galway forwards can be and

strong a team they are, We can
take heart from the way we ra-
spondod inthe second half and took

I {0 them.

“We were able to get the scores
when we put the pressure on and e
will look on that as a positive from
thit game. Their half-back line iz
very strong and looking at them they
are definitely a side yon wouldnt
wiant to be falling behind to.

“Omee they get in front, they can
defend suparbly and make it ult
to break them down, soa good start is

godng to b vital for us. This is some-
thing we haven't een lucky enough
to hnl-.-e ina mh:I mmhns. 50 that's
SOTHD h.'ll'l:g'l.'-"E Vi 1 warking on.

“We're not always going to e able
to launch this massive attack and
comi firom behind and as you saw in
the league final we ran oot of time

mmmummmwmww.

and lost. [ think Galway will be able

Picture: Brendan Moran /Spartsfile

that [ played for Cork. One of thelr

to hold on if they pet in front, soit's
v}lihl"mdun‘t Tt them pet aut in frond
of us,

Looking at thelr semi-final clash
with Hilkenny, again it was a game
that many felt Cork wonldn't win,
but it also had a Hitle bit of personal
significance for Julia

“Yea, a lot of people were
at the huge score wo put up, but
again we can only concentrate on
ourselves and not warry about any-
ong ¢lse, When you loak at the per-
formance we gol a few goals, (four),
buit thers wasn't a lot it when it cama
o the points, 20 on another day you
mm!]_itm‘“!h-ulu{rkr enouh toget those
poals.™

Julia has recently taken up a fob at
Lorelo College in Kilkenny, as a PE
and chemistry teacher, getting the

players, Aine Connory, is teachin
there.as well 20 it was a bit airwa
for a iﬂ,}g‘em twa, but they are all

really 5

“It's & big camogie school 20 1 am
looking forward to getting bnvolved
i that side of things over the coming
year, The students aren't really
aware and I haven't made them
aware that I play for Cork as yet.

“Hut they had a jersey day ahead of
the Alk-Ireland men’s final and 1 wore
my Cork jersey so there was a fow
questions after that. They are ob-
sessed with camogle and hurling up
there and it's a good place 1o be, 50 1
am koking forward bo the challenges
that will bring for me personally,”
BulETwErw.Jmmwnw:m ks
an akin an ing the
O'Duffy Cup back to Cork !'nE an-

job before the game and starting
work within a fow days of beating
'h“?' kind of

Ul was strange as the pu-
pils didn't really know who | was and

other year and adding to an already
im ive medal haul,

Mackey reveals ‘horrendous’ Spike Island session brought Ret

Cork camogie star Katrina Mackey gri-
maces when she recalls the sguad's
tvernight bonding session on Splke [5-
landd this summer.

Laust year, conch Pasdi Murmy orgn-
nisod an sdveniure tratning day teip for
his panel, bat given the exodus of o
many koy velernms, a longer stint was
reqeired o help bridge tha gap between
his mew recrukts and the remaining stal-
warts from the 2014 All-Treland-win-
ning texm. Andd 50 they headed off into
fha darkness.

11 wis horrendotis,” the Douglas for-
wirdl Basglis, “For the first hoor they bat
us walk H’Tunq,j{#lhuw m e of fea, 1

suppose ng us into a false
1 f B o
i ]
i bele B o

Bet: Cork 10011 Galway 1110
Dirarw 1552

ot Bl

ki e

rocks in them, woighing nearky Bikgs on
our bicks, We only had military ratbon

s

packs, which we had o cook ourselves,
and it was freezing kn the tent.

“I'd soven Jackets on and 1 still
cosldn't get warm. But. the hard work
stood to iz, There's such o gap in age be-
tween tho obder and younger girls, that
trip definitely helped bring us together
a5 a feam.™

Last year, Katrina and her twin
sister. Pamela, wottld have heen somo of
the youn players in the squad, bit
now they're veterans af jiist 23 years of
age, after the departure of Jornne
Browne, Jennifer O'Leary, Angela
Walsh, Annie Geary and Sara Hayes,

“Thelr absence s huge,” says
Mackey of the exodos. “They e irre-

laceable. Flayers had to step up then
ﬁoca'umth:m was no aption bat to, The
past year I think myselfl and Pameln

have become beaders. [1's funny becanse
we wers one of the youngest 12 months
aga. but that tells you a lot about the
transition.”™

Twice Cork have played, and lost fo,
their All-Ireland final opponents Gal-
way this year, bul Mackey belleves
;Eiﬂng: have aince that last de-

“Losing to them in the League fnal
waz prohably a lack of experience,
They re guite streng and physical, and
wi should have beaten them in the
champlonship game. We found eut at
breakfast thal Eimear O'Sullivan was
odt with 8 knes infury and [ think her
:Fmami oxperience threw oz a little

£

“But, with every gnme the Founger
players who have come onto the sguad

are playing better, and vou could s
that in the semi-final against Kilken-
ny,” added the chemistry and forensics
graduate.

Katrina's twin, Pamela, was named
MVP in the semi-fnal for her defensye
display against the Cats, bt for her i
was the collective offort which was adie
fining moment in e SEa50T.

“It was a massive win,” admits Panse-
1a. We were the underdogs going into
that, ne doubt, becauss Kilkenny had
béen trashing everyone in the group
stage. But, our workrate won it

*“Their forvwands are realily skilful and
were doing damage [n the first half, bt

mentally wg ware r nng tha:

hoiled d};wh ta mhﬂﬂl'm

worked in
Baoth have the hend



els together

i on the
s the All-Ireland final, but o
:j.:g\l'hi.‘l!-'.&'lf they'll use a trick or two from
sports psychologist Canice Kennedy to

pT.
hem !'url:hu.“r. — .L.Iih“ﬁ!_.-,
it 1 pead through his
raar and 1ast. 1|T-||J 11 h:.'a"'!j 1
3{.“”_ the r[ih’l'ﬂ hefore the game. says
Katrind. s fon FoCais
~t's just to try do litthe things 1’-'-'-'“'__-[!
3 L A iy

5. 1o the nupmber of passes yoU &
ke, and just to really hone in on
o mathing specific so that you're not

the mind during the warm-ug.

awed by what's going of.
enpe's bought into 11, 50 Ijer}::-tg.}!_]i.
n.get the job done against Gal-

i jation
anwhile the &lmgh".u&nc |
has éu?nn!':]‘nm.-d ihat Hawk-Eye will be in
u;u.u at Sunday's All-Irelnnd finals

Evening Echo

ALL-IRELAND CAMOGIE FINAL

dith ﬂl] (Y SEP P . Wy 4,.- -m.
land final were Cork's Ashlimg Thampson and Galway's
Niamh Kilkenmy, Ficture: Cathal Noonan

COUNTDOWN: P2-6
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Women
deserve
oetter
than this

CAMOGIE

B Rory Noonan

WWOTHER izsue that Ashling,
na different way, foels
trofigly about is how women
ire treated compared o men
within the GAA set-up.

“Ifice] that camogle and lady
ootballers don't get the recog-
yitkon that they deserhe com:
wred to the man.

“Look at the Cork ladies
watballers, they are going for
‘heir 10th All-ireland title in
11 years and we ate poing for
wur fifth im 10 years.

“When you tell people out-
side the county abouf thesa
wchievements they can't be-
jeve what we have done and
1abody has a track record like
hak. If that was the men it
wotild b a mnesive deal, thers
would be statues up of them.

=“So yea, 1 don't feel we get
he recognition we deserve,
mi at the same time the
layers themselves know
vhat they achieved, 1 Know
nyself what | have achieved
?d that’s the more bnportant

ing.

“When you look at the way
he kadz are loaked after gear-
fise e with Corkl then yea of
ourse it would be nice i the

romen were looked after in
10 EAmE way, conshiering the
uccess of both over the kast 10
BATE 7 S0

Struggling

“It's fair to say they are
ruggling big-time and we are
wrrving the county and we
# lttle or no thanks for that.
here 12 o eredit given, only
om family and friends and
1oz that wounld be in the
now,

“Bud I do think that the ca-
iogie associntion and the
GPA (Women's Gaelic
layers Association) have
pped up in recent yoars and
opefnlly in Hime this will get
etter and change,

"But money Iz king and
here is more money in the
161 ' gamee than the women's
ned that will always be a prob-
HH.

“We have got to hulf olTs
elves too and avoid clashes
fith camogie and ladies foot-
all when dual plavers are
picerned, no matter what
oty you Are talking abowt,
Dwtonldn't happen in the
00'S game.

"You wouldn't see them
aving to play two bl gamas
1a day, not to mind a wee.
end, and hopefully this is
amothing they are going to
it from next year and things

kﬁ thiat can only help as
ull”

With the big pame just days
way Ashling sdmiis she has
men viswalising londing her

de out ail Croke Park since
ie was made captain and
apefully lfting the O Duffy
up,

“We are really grateful o be
i tha final, but nobody wants
i g0 there and lose and Gal-
ay-will be feeling the same
"y and At

hopefully
rive on and retain o

FUMN-TAATIC: Cork cantain Achling Thamoson m.mmMmm affter a name.

&

A YEAR ago and not tooc many
people outside of the world of ca-
mogie wouldn’t have known toc
much about Cork camogie cap-
tain, Ashling Thompson.

Bart ower the last vear she had becoms:
an icon, to not just GAA players, bui
indecd many more as she has spoker
ouf about her personal life and the de
mons she has freed and conguensd.

Camogle has played its part in tha
and on Sunday, the Mitford star will e
hoping to lead her county to All-Ire
band success for the secomd year-n-a
TOw.

The striking 25-year-old spoet:
massape therapist is a far cry fron
where she was a few years ago and i
now a far more relaxed and comfort
able person within herself and fulfil
one of hor dreams on Sunday as shi
leads the Rebels out for an All-Irelanc

“It's a dream come troe for me i
lead Cork out on Sunday and I'm ver
thankful to my club for putting me for -
ward as captain and to evervone whi
has supported me along the way. If's 5
ancein-a-lifetime opportunity. U'm
very grateful to have it

“Galway have beaten us alreads
twice this vear and sveryone 1$ saying
third time Ir.:l_::'irI for Cork, bt thos
FAMEs wers et of in the year. 1
WRlS i POy nee from us in tht
leamae . but evin thowgh we lost ie
the first game of the round robin stage
of the champlonship 1 was happy witk
our performance o

“We boct oart in the Last five or 10 min
utes, but as 1 =aid it was at the start ol
the year and [ think we have come
around a lot since then. We have deali
with those mistakes and have had &
leaurn firom them and [ think we anein:
minech better place now,

=1 havve i doubd Galwigy will be too
bt T definitely think it will be a 5075
garne an Sunday.

“Looking back to the leagne fina
agalnat them 1 think i we anotle)
five minutes we might have beater
it oo e

e, having p in i
lialf, we were much better in the sec
onud-half,

“Wea made a few changes, mayhe w
should have made them earlier, bat w
weren't really concentrating on win:
ning the leagoe, the All-Ireland has al-
ways been our aim, even though 1 like
to win every game and competition
that we play in

“Ruf we did learn a lod from thai
game, making switches earler as well
as chamges to our tactics and the way
well:llayedamd we have moved on. &3 1
said we are in a betior place now as 2
feam.

“Af the start of the year a lot ol
peaple were writing uz off, with a
number of depariures from e sqoad,
and that was a bit harsh on us, but at
the same time vou den't want to be
blown up either.

“Wi didn't want people saying thal
Cork will push on and win again, 23
pecially with s0 many new people i
the squad. Bui | ke to be an anderdog
I likee to b vuknerable or people fo s&
me as vitlnerahle.

“Because then they don't know wha
to gxpect. That's why this year [ think
it makes it that hit more spocial o g
io Croke Park & evien in thi

sami-final mvmuawnm:

off agaknst Killbonmy, 4



on and off field

il

e
= ——

e W

Ashling Thompson, captain, at the Cork senior camagie team open training night for supporters at Castle Road, ahead of the All-Irefand

final against galway on Sunday.

=y didn't stand a chance according
to somie and 1 suppoese the hammaris
we gave them sent the message bac
foud and clear about us. But we are
still going in as underdogs and 1 think
it is @ good way to go into It, with no
Pressure o our There is no
hig talk gbout us and we like to keep a

profile.” Bein can bring
J'F:."r-ﬂm ﬂH.l’IIF-E hat geenrdine g

Azshling it's only a title,

“Being captain s only a name or title
they put on scmeone, it's more import-
ant that you are a leader, both on and
off thse pitch, and everyone has to be a
leader, everyone in the sguad and
evervone who steps onto the pitch on
the day of any game.

“They all have to take the armband

and T aardainly don "t il anwe neoeeeinss

Picture: Denis Minituane

If anything It has helped me to pla
hﬂtl:ayr-tundgl dan't 1h1§i I have JE:I'.'Eg
played as well as [ have this vear with
the eounty. I think it gave me a lot
more confidence, 1 just feel more at
homa ancd iF anyvthing it has boosted
ma,

“I suppese, like all players, 1 gol
nervous before a game but they are

vl peesen e

@@ Being captain is
only a name or title
they put on
someone, it's more
important that you
are a leader, both on
and off the pitch, and
everyone hasto be a
leader, everyone in
the squad and
everyone who steps
onto the pitch on the

day of any gameey@

Toots and hurdeys are sorted then | am
ok. I don't think about the game too
much on the day, until | have o, as it
could suck your energy and you don®t
want that going into any big game.

“I have heen lucky caough to he
there with my clubas well and they are
days that you never forget and hopss-
fully wo can make it ancther on Sun-
day. They were all different wins in
thedir ovwen ways, Buit it alladds up to the
one thing aml there is nothing to beat
that feeling and it gets haitar eviry

Ashling
speaks
about
blue days

CAMOGIE

H Rory Moonan

THE Iast year has been ono of
a very personal journey for
Ashiing as well, ohe in which
ghe has spoken out about her
OWTI Persomnl nces and
how she hit rock bottom suf-
fering from depression,

She was sersously hurt ina
car crash in 2009 and in 3012
mhn}'lrbumi committed sui.

Her struggles started when
she suffered serlots hack and
neck injuries in a car aceident
in 200,

She had just finished her
Leaving Cert and was stortin
college, and was -‘l|ﬂHHIHE|'I.1E'5
i1 she made the Cork senlbor
S,

But a collision closs 1o her
family's home in the New-
townshandrum area left her
unahle to train amnd led o hor
dropping out of college amd
the downwind spiral staried
from thoere.

But with the help of camogic
and coach, Frank Flannery,
she turved her Life around to
whare shoe is today.

Since becoming Cork cap-
iain Azhiing has courngoously

kem out about (hese on ow

¥ offected her e and thad
it’s ok not to feel ok and she
has become both an inspira-
tion and hero o many for
what she has done.

“Some people would have
knewn my story and [ suppose
4 lot more know now, and |
%:u?t wal;thedl:.n ﬁ" if 1 conld

elp people. In the country we
live in today there are a lot of
isswes with mental health and
zulebde and I think [ was given
this ggl;'l:nr‘m o speak out,

=I w what if feels like to
b i & bad place, vou know es-
pecially beﬁm young and feel-
ing that vy,

“I knwow plenty of teenagers
and alder, normal people, and
I eowld actually count st leasi
10 pecple that 1 wauld konow
kecally inmy communily that
have commitbed sulelds fm the
Enst five years.

“I just think that speakin
ot in & massive issuc as wel
a5 peaple don’t want to do
that, they might be alvakd or
embarrassed. | just think that
the more Enown [ become the
bigger the plaiform and the
more people will hear the
IMeSsaARes.

"1 suppose players are seen
by many as tough and siroas
people and woulda®l talk
about something like this, boi
it*s very Important to speak
oul as younger people will
listen toand book up fo you as
they mightn't listen to a regu-
lar person.

“I just think that it’s really
Imporiant o hightlight it and
io give people hope, not jost
plavérs, bl evervone and
that's why [ ileg b speak
aakt, just to kot them krow my
story and as 1 sald to gei the
meseage peross that 11°s ok mot
o fizl oK.

“And If yau have mental
health problems so what like,
there 15 a solution to overy
problem Hisre's always a

mndrminer iy i iend fanlde =




AS with every successful team
there is a backroom crew that
ara invaluable to its success,

Some are familiar names and
relatively public figures, others are
wery minch behind the scenes, their
coptribution eguially as important,

fraudie Murray had to butld a new
management team this vear as form-
or successiil members such as Mat-
thew Twomey and Brian Barry
stepped down. One of the phone calls
he pradde was to 51 Finbarrs club mato
Sobn Cremidn, whi alongside Dr Wes-
ley O°Brien 13 now hurling coach fo
1he team while Kovin Mubeahy 12 the
conditioning coach.

It was o phone call Sedin won®t for-
get. “[ got a phone call from Pandie
last January, | thought about it for a
couple of days. I initially hod reser-
vations as being 26 years of age | won-
dored if 1 would have the respoct of
older players and mainly respect
from plavers who had waon an All-Ire-
Ll 1 hal very Hittle expertencs of
camogie al any level,

"I askesl myself did 1 have snough
knowledge of it, was | qualified
enough to be Involved with the All
Ireland champlons and try and pe-
tain the title bt in the end it was a no
brainer. | know Paudie from the
"Barrs, ho's a very capable individ-
al, fe Knows his sboff, he's very pro-
fessional and his thoughts wouald be
very modlern, so [ couldn’t turn down
the opportunity™.

Were his reservations well-
founded?

"To bex honest 1 was taken aback by
how it was an automatic rezpect,
There was no challenge for me 1o im-
post mysell on the players. It was a
simoth transition. I suppose the fact
thnt Paudie was still there as man-
ager, il was a continuntion. It wasn't
it brand now scene with all now faces.
It was many of the same players, the
same manager, Niall Collins was still
there as stats guy. S0 was it a chal-
lenge? 1 would have to say no, the
way it worked oot The plavers were
viery willing to listen™,

It°s unusual for somesne so young
to be 20 involved in coaching and
cease playing himself, why is thai?
SLEP lnughs :;.-a: b statos: o

suppose [ was't vory pood i I'm
halng brivdally lonest. | Bever wouald
have been the most athletic plaver, |
got fo the stage whero | realised 11
was geing to be junbor B or nothing. 1
had-a bt of success with the conch-
ini: with UCC we won two All-Tre-
limds with the Freshors B tearm and |
atarted off cosching undernge in the

Camaogie

Linda
Mellerick
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i fome WL Wil ki i el l.I.lulII.:l- AL L
years ago and [ stayved involved with
the miner teams the last couple of
yoars and this year | became in-
virlvidd with the U16s™,

The only male teacher in an all-
girls secondary school, feaching PE
and Irizh in Mitchelsiown Presenta-
thon Secomndnry School, Sein was in-
strurmental in Sarting off camogie in
the school for the first time last yoar,
So it sesms that coaching really 1% in
his blood; “I did PE In college and
when you get to a eertain stage in
that course you choose (o majer in
anﬁhimm‘ henlih =0 1 chose cowch-
ng".

It's boen vary much a team efTort
in getting to this All-lreland final. It's
Been shodilders to the wheel batwesn
players, coaches and management.
Galway stand in their way of glory
and Sein feels iUl be a different sort
of gante 1o the semi-final win over
Kilkenny,

“Galway will be woll orpanised,
well drilled, they'll be very well st
up. I think it°'ll be a different chal-
lenge for us. 111 be a tougher game
bt we have to 2o in with the mental-
ity that if we perform we'll give our-
sobves a chanoce: 1t's all you can do in
i fimal™.

Hurling §= in Sedn'z blood: Cremin
is i@ pame synonymous with 5t Fin-
batrs, o long and prowd family trli-
tion with the club. Sedn gives me
sapme fmily stats;

*Lrandad Donie has four senior
miedals from his playing days, then
we hiad the golden era where my
father John played from 1576 to 1990,
1901 and played in 16 county finals
and won 11 county medals which is
very impressive by anvone's stan-
dlards. | Enew | waznt gpoing o live op
to thint so that was another renson for
poing down the conching route™, he
laughs.

“0ne of my main passions is the
Barrs. If it wasn't for the Barrs |
woubdn't have got the opportunity to

Cremin is all
ired up and
is living the
Croker dream

Sean Cremin playing a key role with the Cork camogie set-up.

(Costeutlen

Sean Cremin is looking forward to the big day out in Croke Park an Sunday.

be involved in any Cork teams and
I've very grateful for that. I'd class
miyself as a Barrs man more than a
Cork man. I place huge value on the
club. We won under 16 Premiber 2 this
yoar and its one of the most anjoy-
able wins I"ve ever had. To win any
eounty with the 'Barrs is fantastie™.

While the leng term dream is to

coach the "Barrs (o a senlor county
title, walking out onto Croke Park
next Sunday is the present dream.
“Te be honest it's what drove me on
all sumemer. When we got to the busi-
mess end of the season the thoughts of
Croke Park became mare of a reality.
It's & doy out I never thoaght I'd get
the opportunity to kave, so at the age

®®@ Grandad Donie has four senior medals and we had the golden
era where my father John, from 1976 to 1991, played in 16 county
finals and won 11 county medals, impressive by any standards.ee

of 26 b be g coach and out on the
plich an All-Ireland final doy; T know
[ won't be playing, it's about the
players bui still #'s o Eread day",

All the Cremin family will be
travelling: “It" 1! be a different family
iy out from our side of things. As 1
sabill | niever really hind big days a% 4
plaver and my frst big day out now
will be in Croke Park™.

Wi wish him all the best.

Galway will be well arganised. |
think 111l be a different challenge for
us It°1 be a tougher game buf we
have to go in with the mentality thad
51“1! perform wo'll gve clifselves a

Ance



A labour of
loveforGlen
Rovers star

O'Sullivan

As we chatted, her U10s were a
huge priority for Cork camogie
player Leanne O'Sullivan as she
tried to juggle it so that she
could make their training
session and also ensure her own
training for the All-ireland final
wasn’'t neglected as the count-
down to Croke Park continued
mﬁummdmtfmmnublln

By normal standards, Leanne was a
late starter to mtpu.Hnrm il
magie career didn't take off until she

was 1L

“My brothers played hurling and [
used to puck arotnd with them. All
o et o ot
my class were ng w on
Rovers,” Leanne f:l".glrullnm gaid.

“1 kpew about the club as they
would call to the school and 1 =aid to
my mum I would like to go down. 1
joined and straight away and [ was
made feel part of the grouap. 1 just fell
in with the Ul2s and went training
every Tuesday and Sunday with all
the other girls.

“1 just fiell in bove with it, the whole
EXPeErienc: Was w k=

It is to her eredit that Leanne still
diligently attends those Tuesday and
Sunday sesstong, only now instead of
being the pupkl, she s very much the
master, as she helps guide another
generation of Glen Rovers girls on
what she hopes will be the same road
a5 hersell,

T resully coaching the young
girls and I think it is only right we
give something back, after all there
ware coaches there to help me when |
came down and | really love training
the young girls. They are wonderful
and eager bo listen and learn,

Club chairman Mary O'Bricn has
huge praise for Leanne.

“Lagnne arrived and we could see
immediately she was talented, She
played her first game in h 2006
inan U712 B eague and in no time af
all she was established on our 13

and U114 teams. The club are so proud
of her she is a wonderful girl and a
griat role model for our youngsters
wivo all ook up to her.

Leanne blossomed as part of a
strong underage structure and was
on the 16 side that captured the
county leagiee "E-,le' whghrc she was
named player af the match.

"Hwﬂlﬂﬁmtmmﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬂ anel
we really were thrilled. Most of us
had played Ul and Uld together,

At chib level progress continued o

CAMOGIE

u Mary Newman

he made and It came as po surprise
that the club captured the minor A
feam two vear Later.

“That was great, because we had a
young team with a lot of U115 and
i85 joining us, and weren't favonr-
ites at all bt we put in a lot of work.

“1 remember one night when Helly
Bewman, one of our selectors was

the training sescion and sha
had just had an operation for a
cruciate injury and the rain was
coming down in terrents, but she was
out there, ready for training.

“That motivated us io go out onto
that pitch and train. 1 think thet was
the t that drove us all on, ™

At inter-county level Leanne
didn't enjov much success despiite
liniing our with the Cork Colleges 1714
and Cork U165 and minors.

Her first medal was with the Cork
Jurkor glde as & 17-yearold.

“The junior competition was only
one game in fer.

"l suppose the experience of that
made me want more.

Thrilled

Leanne joined the Cork intermexdi-
ate and senbor sguads in 2013 and was
thrilledl to be part of the Cork senfor
panel that won the national league in
2013, bt the big highlight came in
2014 when as a member of the infers
mediate team she won a national
feague divislon 2 medal.

“That was a great thrill becanze
nabody gave us a chance. Down were
hot faveurites it we gave it every-
thing to win the title and the feeling
after the game was brilliani, to goon
then and be part of the senior pane
that won the All-Ireland was the
icing on the cake really.”

Last September It was off to UCC
for Leanne and another new expert-
ence as she began colleges camogie,

“Colleges camogle is so different
because you get to meet different
ptahrers. Again it was great to ac-
tually play with players such as
Joanne Casey and the Mackeys at a
different level, 1 was sub with Cork
senfors but to get to play alengside
them was brilliant and another step
up the ladder for me. We won the

Purcell Cup, s0 it was some conso-
Eation for the hard winter trainkng.”

Despite having lots of success ai
elub leve] Leanne's higgest thrill was
helping her club go back up senior,

Rrrl biggest thelll has to be win-
ning the 2013 Senior B county and for
us to be back up senfor. When I
joined the senior team the older
phayers used fell us how hard it had

been for them battling away for years
from underage fo senibor B trying to
win something.™

Leanne has huge support on the
home front. Mum Anne 15 2 member
af the club and helps with frst aid
whilst Dad Bill and older brothors
ﬂ::&n. Keith and Kevin all support

I.:eannt: hacl huge praise for hor

@® The club girls are fantastic and even when we are not training
we drop down still to the field to be around the gange@

. v,
Cork's Leanne O'Sullivan beats Kilkenny's Melghean Farrell to the slistarina anlmﬁdum. Ficture: Ih'lt

club who make it very easy for her
solf Jenifior Hosford and Lauren Cal-
lanan o be part of the Cork senior se|
up. “This year there are three of ws
on the Cork senior panel and it j:
great that Lauren and Jennifer an
thera with me.

“(Ger Riordan, Sandie Fitzgibbon
andd Dedrdre Sutton have een there
themselves and know what we have
1o do, thoy don®t pul any pressurs on
us ot all at cliab level and it is groeat b
have that support. The club ghels are
fantastic and even when we are nol
1ﬂ!n!nguwe dma: down atill to the
fleld to e around the gang.

“That is what it {% all aboui: the
girls you come i the ranks with.”



Rory
Noonan

RELAXING at Midleton GAA
clubhouse, after a training
session and a meet the fans
morning, Laura Treacy was look-
ing forward to Sunday. And why
wouldn't the Cork and Killeagh
defender be?

Back in the All-Ireland final to de-
fend the title, won after a magnificent
comeback against Kilkenny last
year, in which she played her part,

But dena't let her good nature fool
voul, she may be just 20 but already
Laura has shown she is fast becom-
ing one of the top defenders in the
country, one fow forwards fancy
coming up against.

Just 1ike all the squad Laura can't
walt for Sunday and Iz leoking for-
ward to the occasion as the Eebels
bid to put back-to-back titles to-
pether,

It's somewhat strange that the do-
fending champlons are going intoe the
game as slght underdogs, but they
are up agninst o Galway side they are
undefeated all seazon, Including two
wins over Cork,

*“This is what you dream aboutasa
young player, running out for you
connty in an All-Ireland final in Sep-
tember, it doesn't pet any better than
that as a plaver. But we are coming
into the game as underdops as we
tiake on o Galway shde that haven't
lost a gaoma okl year,

“I's probably theirs to lose, they
have beaten us twice already and
have outstanding players, from Ad-
lish OFRedlly kn the eorner, to Miamh
Kilkenny, so we will be up against ji.
But we are training well and hope-
Fully we put in a performance on the
day and prind ot a result.

“In the league final they com-
pletely outhurled us in the first-half,
we were under savage pressure in
the backline, their forword’s move.
ment was unbelievable. They ran
!dnﬂslflli}unugh us and opened us up

vl

“We re-grouped at half-time and
sabd we don’t care what the score is,
but we wanted a performance out of
cach other in the second-half and see
s ottt e

i rgame by nearly
100% and II]I tnk il we had anothoer
“"f minubes we might have won t.
Bt 0z s00n as we got close to Gal-
way they hqpﬁtdp!ugmng away and got
scores at vital imes which showed
just how montally strong they are, as
wd#.é:s h?ﬂuhnvmsﬂ ul I:nmnha.
1] mow ¥ them at
Crnknﬁrh is going 1o be a massive
challenge, we know that if they get
ahead it will be really tough to come
back. We have to start well and bring
hug:lir work-rate info the game or we
won't have any chance of winning.
But all we azk of ourselves, be i
in training or games is to bring work-
rate to the table and then we let
everything else take care of itself,
‘lhufr-ﬂnhﬂ:‘m work-Fate vourself and
that's you telling your mind your're
In a game and what you need fo da,

“I we do that as invidunls and then
collectively as o toam, then [ think we
can put it up to Galway, but aguin i's
theokr All-lreland to lose bocause the
W:I“j' I‘:::';'!n.: thg %, the bemne
and unbelievable managemont be-
e ot e

o ve kst a number of plavers
from 1ast year and s vory nry:ll‘rln
replace that experience, especially in
@ final, but all credit to the players
who hiave come. in, they have dono o
great job and they are flying.

"W hove lost around 10 out of the
e

AL | P 3
amd all their big w oxperi-
ence, especlally at Park. It's

‘“Thisis whatyo
dream about’

Laura Treacy with
supporters Nikki
Hosford and Alan-
nah Walsh,
Whitechurch at
the open training
night. Picture: Denis
Minitfuane

Ening to be very surreal for the new
members of the team and squad, as it
wiis forr mae last year,

“You don't oven realise vou are
there when you are playing and it's
goling to be a massive for them,
bast 1 hawve no fear for them and they

have sl
Bel us
"Everyone shows leadership on
the field, not just the older players
and we will nesd that o have any
chanoe on Sumday.
=1 have been involved o the souad

up numerois times o
fo the final.

@® Ve have to start
well and bring huge
work-rate into the
game or we won't
have any chance of

wfﬂnfnggg

now for four years, and was called up
when I was 16, just abouit to furn 17,
and even though we lost that day fo
Wexford the fact [ was invaelved
helped me in my first start In the
final last year.

*1 knew what was going on, going

Picture; Dents Minihane

up on the train the day before, the
guard of honour az you go onte th
pitch and 1 was very comfortabh
with it and it helped me to settle m
NETVES.

“To be honest I have been mon
nervous for clob games than 1w
last year. Even though I was thi
voungest on Ilh!ﬂ:e[dII%nw I b al
the girls behind me, they had my
back, manapement believed in me
e

0 a
after mysell,

Ones sveryone looks after them
salves then you get the performance

“We didn"t really peform in thi
firat-half of the final last year, a bi
like the leaguwe final this vear. Bu
agpain I go back to work-rate and we
didn't bring that in the first-hal
against Kiltkenny, they did and de
served to be i fromt at half-time.

“We went in at half-tHime and, ﬂu].r
Hke the Ieague final, we just said w
can't go out here and not perforn
and everyone of us upped our i
by at beast 207% and T will meveor forge

the feeling when the final whisth
wient,
“It’s impossible (o E[ imto word:

the fealing when ow that you
Hobaftlly we "‘Mﬁ- al ooty
L8] We Can |

an Sunday.” con



Camogie

Linda
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SPORT is a way of life for thou-
sands of people worldwide.

For many it is their whole being, a
major part of who they are and wghat
they represent.
Dr Wesley O'Brien, alongside Sean
Cremin, i3 hurling coach to the Cork
sentor camogie team. Just short of
two weeks ago, he was in a life-
threatening situation. :
What occurred will take time o get
over, bat Wesley briefly opens wp to
what occurred on Saturday August

24,

“Unfortunately, I was involved in
an accident,”™ he says, "where our
fishing boat overturned fn Wexford
and wo had to endure five and a half
houirs in the sed.

“We miraculously survived,
fhanks to the unbellevable efforts of
the BNLI and local volunteers,”

Since taking up this position, Wes-
lev acknowledges that he is insplired
o warls with such an elite group of fe-
male athletes from Cork, whose re-
sponse to training has been what he
terms “incredible”. their application
to drills. theic willingness to listen
and most imporiantly, their desire to
achieve.

“OF course, you're going to have
unexpected thoughts when you're in
a crisis siteation but you also reflect
on the positive aspects in your life
and for me working with the girls
this vear has been one of the most en-
jovable experiences in my sporting
career to date,

“I'm taking this coaching oppor-
pumity very serfously and for me it's &
priority in life. I've dedicatedeight
vears of my education towards the
acquisition of scientific knowledge
relating to sport, exercise and coach-
ing.

“For me... am | allowed to say that
sports and exercise are everything?

“It's everything 1 know and it's
evervihing I want to Know.

“ and when you're in the heat of
the moment in crisis, tragedy or
times of sadness its remains a con-
glstent, positive factor for many.”

O'Brien is just 28 {-eu.n: of age. He
completed his PhD in exercise and
physical activity promotion in 2013,
A gualified PE teacher, in 2014 he
was offered a full-time post in UCC,
lecturing in exercize physiology,
eoaching sclence and physical edu-
cation. So what does his job exactly
ontail?

“ay third level teaching focuses
on human movement, physical activ-
jwdprmmrﬂ-:-n. soercise prescription
and the ‘art’ of coaching sclence,
provide ;ﬁ];..-siml education students
with the knowledge on how the body

nds to exercise and how we pat
the science into coaching and further
practice. 1

“In the Physical Education pro-
gramme at UCC we have students in-
terested in many coaching pursuits,
such a3 GAA, athletics, sWimming,
strength and conditioning, ele"

Of course, GAA I8 Wesley's first
[ove and as capiain of the Carrigaline
intermediate hurlers this year,
alongside coaching the UCC fresher
hurling team, it has been a particu-
karly busy 2015, What he brings to the
Cork camogle team 15 somathing

.

“For me going into an elite set-up
Hike Cork sonlor ciinDgs: Was i NEw
challenge, particulariy dealing with
g successiul and professional inter
county sef up.

] feel that 1 have contributed to
certain elements of performancd
with a '-:rili]E;Ll eye’; ::lf:_lls such ﬁ?ﬂ'

jcking, siriking 1mprove-
Tﬂ#t:f i I:Emﬁu.ng and breaking
a tackle efc... I hope that T have
brought & awareness for ef-

At the Cork senior camedgle team open training night for
with Moreen Daly (second left) amd Mary McSweeney

=y ". | I:: ]

fective human movement and on-
ftekd porformance

ST work very well with Sean, we
consiztently sing off the same hymn
sheot towards physical performandd.
Wa collectively work well together:
players and managemant.

"The statistics that Miall Collins
provides are absolutely integral to
the team's progress and develop-

ment.
=1t has heightened my tactical
awareness and revelutionised my
waajonal thinking as a coach.”
Wesloy and management have in-

Dr Weshey O'Brien says that sports and exercise s bislif.

K
s
- ‘_:

vested many hours into the Cork
team Both on and off the field. Croke
Park on Sunday and winning back to
back titles with the girls wouwld be
tremendous achiovement both pro-
fessionally and persopally.

“I'm reaily looking forward to the
opportunity and preparing the girls
far this final performance of the
year.

“Whio kmows what Tl de i my fo-
ture career bitl many of U8 may never
experience Croke Park again.
Thiera’s o o tunkty hore to win
back-to-back titles at senjor lovel and

Supporters
isecond from right) of Cork (amogie Beard and Sarah Lo

Ty
I
|

@®Who knows
what I'll do in my
future career but

many of us may
never experience
Croke Park again@e

we will bring a performance méntal-
ity with us on Sunday.

=WWfo are 4 new management for
a015 and of course, we have doenc
things slightly differently but we are
fully committed to the enormity of
the task ahoad
B HISTORY will be made on Sunday,
when the fstest striker of The sliotar
i camoghe will be reveabed.

HawkEye technology will be used
for the first time by e Canmogle As-
sociation having approved a motlon
o use the system ab s Annual Con-
gress in March.

ork coach was
rescued from sea

!

at Castle Road ahead of the All-Ireland final were two of the players Orla Cotter (left) and Orla Cronin (right]
wize McSweeney, Costoutter, county Tesm Spansors.

Picture: Denits Mirshane.

However, HawkEye will also be
used to record the fastest sirike of the
sliptar during the junbor, intermedi-
ate and senior showdowns in Croke
Park.

Using exclusive ball speed data
available to the Assccialion’s spom-
gors, Liberty Insurance, the in-
formation of the fastest struck sliotar
will be revealed on the big screen at
half-time and full-time during each
final.

The technolagy was first intro-
duced last vear for All-Iretand Hurl-
ing Championship games in Craker,
with the fastest recorded speed to-
date measuring 181.1kmph, regis-
tered by Kilkenny hurler TJ Reld.

The speed of the sliolar is
maeasured nsing the eight cameras
used by Howk-Eye to track the flight
of the ball in real-time, and will be
based on shot attempts above the
erosshar and within four metres of
thi upeiehis.

Speaking on the use of the tochnol-
oy, president of the Camogie Ass0c]-
ation Catherine Meary said: "Mot
only will it measure the speed of the
pall, it will identify the dominant
areas of play on the field through
pdentifying where the ball is mostly,
hit from, so the data collected will
also prove valuable from a coachi
and games dovelopment poind of
view."

sany are tipping Cork defender
Gemma Crowley to register the I'as-‘
test strike in the senjor final agninst
Galway ghven hlrhhﬂul-mmwﬂl
5 a corporal inthe Army. |




ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL

Galway’s .7 ™,

key pair

all set for

big tussle

with Cork .

M Kilkenny and McGrath will
have crucial roles in final

DARREM KELLY

IF Galway are golng io be
crowned All-frelind sendor
camagiic champlons on Sun-
day, many pundits and sup-
porters feel that the Influence
af the two Niamhs will be cru-
clal. The captain Niamh
Kilkenmy from Pearses has set
the tone for this side in 2015
drivimg them onto Croke Park
again, while the centre for-
ward MNiamh McoGrath from
Sarsfiells has evolved into the
leader of the antack.

"We're  delighted,”  said
Kilkenimy 22 she laaks foreard
her filth final, “Obviously this is
what you play camogie for. This
15 your xim at the swart of the
year, | kmow you would have
small akms to get o different
stages, But this i the ultdmare
one and we're looking Forward
1o the AlkIreland final.

“Winning has become a habit

Dervan and Ryan in upbeat mood ahead of final clash

DARREM KELLY

FOLLOWING a disappointing
2014, Galway's senior camogie
team stand one win away from
an unbeaten season when they
tuke on reigning champions
Cork in the All-lreland Final,
While their vear has been im-
pressive, the focusis very much
on Sunday's opponents.

“Cork are paing to be a com-
pletely different outfit come All-
Iredand final day,” said vice-cap-
tain Sarah Depan. 1
that’s the day they really shine,
And it's completely up to us to
shorw up on the day and us o take
thee: game 1o them.~

Galway's 1-14 10 210 victory

this year and we're just trying to
gt more consistency In our pet-
formances. And | think thats
something we have been doing
this year, | know we really have
been put to the pin of our collar

the first round of the champl-
really put it up 1o us and I sup-
pase we were lucky to come out
with a point win. But all thase
pames will gand o us.”

After all the controversy re-
garding the objection 1o thelr
semni-fimal victory aver Wexlond,
e Foar-tirme All-Star is happy o
move on and focus on Sunday’s
oppanefbs. It was niough game
(the semi-final),” added the Gal-
way captain.

"It was very physacal and Wes-
ford really threw everything a1
us in the second lall. They
played the sweeper robe in the
first hall and then they wem
back to 15-0n-15 and that suited
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Kilkenny of Galway, who are pictured wth the O'Dulfy Cup.

them better, That’s when they
came back at us. But it was a
tough game and we'd a few bat-
thes scars Monday morming but
yodl takie that with the game.

This bunch of girls
have been around
50 long and we've
dence with the
league

“We're under no illusion that

its going to be a very tough
game. Cork, they're very ath-
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betic; they'll run at you. Down
throwgh the years, we've abways
had great rivalny with them. So
hopefiuliy, we'll come out on top
and it's important, this is the day
bor beat them.”™

Equally as impressive as
Kilkenuy, Cork’s captain Ashling
Thompson will be in a similar
role aiming to drive the Munster
county 1o a record equalling
26th tithe. It's & midfield dusl
Kilkenmny is looking forward to.

*It's actually my first time this
year to mark her {Ashling
Thompson), but evervone is
tough, every opposition espe-
cially in midfiedd now. They're
seems to be a kot of nunasers and
alot of texms running from deep
and Cork are no different. Yes,
its achallenge but one I'm look-

wmhmAWMMmmmmmmmm

agalnst the Rebellettes.
“I'suppose we let teams back

ford, they wired into us for the
secoid haldl, for 15 mimates. And

W'Mﬂl-‘knﬂ-ﬂnﬂ
thelr determination  Into it when we should be driving we juest camee out of there by the

again, but the: Mallagh fisll back
knows more will be required

ot Against Wexford, we were siy
points up and fair play oo Wex:

sk of our teeth. Aisd we canit do
that agalna Cork! We have o

e ot agd we lave bo play for
GO mmutes,~

It's also being a seasoun of tran-
sithomn wiith many new nammes oo
iryg it thee scpuad and Dervan fus

harve felt a lot more pressure,

“We feln ourselves we were
thee better team over the 60 min-
wetes, bt for whatever reason,
the kast 10 minumees we sort of
panicked a bir when they came
back. But] thought we deserved
it overall but we stacked off
whenwe got on top in the kst 10
minutes beforehand,

With (+23 in this vear’s cham-
pionship, McGrath i confident
and hopes Galway can finksh the
job. “We're allseq. Al training’s
Botng mighty and the mentalty
in the camyp ks brilliant. So hope-
Fully we can push on.”

And if the two Niamhs can
stamp their suthority on pro-
ceedings, then another trophy
cum head west on Moy

with Cork

After standing triumphant in
the Hogan Stand two years ago,
memories froom an historic day for
Galway camogle are bound to
resurface

“Bven Galking to the girls
around training,” added Ryan.
“You'ne stanting (o reminises 5 -
tle bit. Buz ir's the fesling we s
after it we'ne thiinking about more
so than what happened on that
day.

“That year, thenewas 2 srasdl bit
of hype arounsd getting to the Al
Irefand. There was the I7 vears
aned all char thing godieg on in the
background, But we didn’t ket it
et oo s bt it was still chere. This
tiieer, there’s nothing lke that
podng on. We're just focused on
the game, fogsed on ourselves

more than Cork. Amnd B we per-
form, we know that we'll come
iy with 2 wim® i

g forward o,

“There ane 50 experienced
and all the players they*ve had,”
sabd actacker MoGrath when
asked about Cork.  “They'we
won [ don't know how mamy All-
Irelands, All-Stars, everything.
Bt that won't faze us either, This
ouarschy o ks hiave been around
£ Jong aned we"ve budle up great
confidence with the league.”

The 22-year-old provided the
matchwinner in the last victory
asshe shogted over the final point
agringt Wexford in the siah
minute of added ime, but pres-
sure wasn't a mitigating fecios.

=1 supposs it was but it wasn't
really either at the same time,”
sdded MeGrath. “Becase i
would have been different if we
were losing by a point. 1 would

been impressed with the younger
players,

*Fair play to the [Bes of Shauna
{Healy), Scones (Siobhan Coen)
and all thermn. They're really gand-
ngg up 1o e, They really are being
counted this year. We're 15 girks to
Ao 32, And we'reall kind of one
unit, We can't look at anyvbody
ebse o doit because we all have to
eho oair owm biton the day. And we
all hawve o sand up and we all
T 1o b counbed for.”

=At the stary of the year when
you booked at all the retirements
thet gave s0 mach to Galway
camogic, a bt of young peojple
had to step up straight away,”
aided 3003 captain  Lorradne
Ry, “Amd yous ook st the Bles off

Siobhan Coen comling in there,
Catherine Finnerty, Finola Keeley
thereat wimz-forward, They'reall
dodng absolutely exceflent and
stepping ug 00 it every single



ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL

DARREN KELLY

AFTER the hurlers' disap-
pointment last Sunday, an-
other Galway senior side head
to Croke Park { Sunday, 4pm)
attempting to dislodge reign-
ing e holders when Tony
Ward's charges face Cork in
the All-lreland camogie final.

On paper, Galway's task looks
mammoth! Cork have been
champions five tmes sinee
2005, are seeking to equal
Dublin's record of 26 victories,
and have beaten the
Tribesoomen in six previous de-
ciders, But these stats only
scrape the surfsoe

The last of those Analke im
2008, the Rebelletmes emenged 2-
10 to 1-8 winners having previ-
ously discarded Galway's chal-
lenge in IS99, 1940, 1593, 1997
and Fdks. But that was an emeng-
ing maroon and white outfit in
headquarters for the first time in
P years and Galway players that
day including Susan Earmer.
Therese Manton and’ Miamb
Kilkenmy will see their fifth final
this weskend.

Ward also oversaw the 1997
and 1998 reversals and two of
Galway's poorsst displays inthis
rebgn (2012 semi-final, 2004
group game) have also come
against Cork, Bart of course,
Ward did get the beer of the
Mumster side in Cahway's maiden
wictory in 1996 And they were
also Alkdreland champions in
203,

"lsn't it great to be playing
camogie in the month of Sep-
tember,” said Ward during the
week, "I a sune sign when you
are that you are in the final and
§i's 3 great place (o be fof us,

*They're a bunch of glris that
just don't want to be beaten and
they've proved thar all year. I
think we'ne going Into our 12th
game and we haven't betn
beaten, (just) one draw. s &
great place to be but this is the
gmeEnot o be beaten. 50 wene

making sure everything s in

et for Sunday.®

Injuries have stopped Ann
Marie Siarr (broken arm), Or-
kath MoGrath and Emma Kilkelly
(both cruciate), ban this mew-
book outfit possess 24 players
wiho were involved i the 2003
semior and intermediate wins,

Of course, Thersse Maher de-
parted after that historic winand
oither All-5tars like Aislinn Con-
nolly, Regina Glynn, Ann bare
Hayes, Brenda Hanney and Orla
Rilkoermy horve belt since, bt Gal-
wiiy's mix of youth and experi-
e will bring 2 sesly presence,

Earmer will take her place in
goal; the full-back o of Man-
ton, Sarah Dervan and Heather
Cooney have been formédable
simce the 2003 decider; and out-
side them, Siobhan Coen,
Shnme Hisaly and Loeraine Ryan
are developing into a solid fne
while captain Niamh Kilkenny
will operate in midfield.

“Susan (Earmer) Is back traln-
ing this week and she's in good
form,” meniened Ward after her
knee injury in the semi-final,
“Emma (Kilkelly} is a big blow to
s all year, Starry (Ann Marie
Starr) was a big blow in the OF-
faly game (andd) Orlaith MoGrath
in the leagnee final,”

Clodagh MoGrath did well in
midficld the last day and will be
fancied to retain her robe. Her
sister NEamh (MoGrath) will bead
the attack and will have Acife
Donohue on the right wing.
With Eilkelly out, Finola Kesley,
Jeszica Gill, Aolfe Calklanan and
Rebecca Hennelly will fight for
the other spoL.

Up fromt, county minos
Catherine Finnerty from Mount-
b e/ bboybough has had an
amazing impact breaking into
the senior squad this simomer
while Molly Dunme and Allish
O'Reflly are capabile of unlocking

soorer with 0-23, Dunmne (4-1) and
OReilly (2-10) hove been a dev-
astating duo. The Tribeswormen
began their champéonship with
a second win over Cork follow-
ing the 2-15 to 212 league final
suooes and added the scalps of

 Wedford and Limerick.
They kit it late In thelr semi-final
with Wedford's obijection casting
o, b Galway are mow un-
beaten in £3 moaths.

"I don't even think 2003 has
been mentioned in any of our
preparations this year,” added
the two-time All-ireland winning

manager. 7 haven't hesed any of
the girls say "Goback o 302, It's
all go foraard, push forward and
that’s what they ve been doing.
It's hard 1o describe the spirit
that's in the camp at the mine,
You wouldn® even think they
wiere inan Al-Ireland Gnal and
that’s the way 1o hawve it.”

But £a finish with the ulimate
prize, Galway must dethrone
Pavidie Muresy's team. Much has
been made of the retirements of
Joeanw Anna Geary
and their pwo 2004 All-Ireland
final goal scorers Jennifer
O'Leary and Angela Walsh, but
Cork still possess strong charac:
ters capable of causing prob-
bems,

Paudie’s sister Aoife (Murray)
Hlined out in that 2008 mecting,
Rena Buckley and Gemma O
Connor are experienced cam-
paigners as is Julis White, Orla

] I o
Galway's Shauna Healy getting the better of Cork's Orla Cronin during the tearms’ group meeting earfier In the chamglonship at &'Cen-
nor Park, Tullarmare,

Coner and Briege Corkery in at-
tack. Tt Mackey tudns (Pamel
and Katriona) have emerged as
talenged stars; Laura Treacy has
setthed well at full back; Ashling
Thompeon B one of the coun-
iry's top players in midfield;
while Amy FConnor is a dan-
gerous full-forward.

“Thee ruchens of Hueir peam s
all been in Crole Park befose at
some stage or another.” added
Ward, “(Theywe) a young team
i) el zay wetve the youngest
team int the country this year
going  forward. Catherine
{Finaery) is 17 o comer for-
wand, Wiehve i fidnce young peam.
I think bath teams ane going o
b wery' vt with a blend of ex-
perience and youth. I'd sy if you
went through it Pd sy it's prob-
ably even enotgh on both sides.”

Somie stats give Gakway ciuse
for concern. in 2008, 2000 and

Galway aim to end their final
agony against champs Cork

M Unbeaten Tribeswomen in positive mood ahead of showdown with Rebels

2011, Galway los All-ireland fi-
ks to teams they'd previously
clefeated. Abo, o team has
oo through the clompiconshap
unbseaten since Cork fn 20089,

Gahway are much more expe-
rienced than the rookie sqpiad
et faced Cork In 2008, They
haven't produced the quality
camogle that clinched the
leagee, bat they squessed out
close meetings that will stand 1o
tlheen.

Thirteen of Galway's likely
starters are speking history, aim-
ing 1 beeoine the couney's first
players with mushaple All-reland
sendor medals. IF they can find
their spring sparkle and bring
the champagne cimogie 1o
Croke Park for 60 minutes, then
it will e enjoyed all the way 1o
Ballymacward  on__Mopday
evening. -

Jackman's commute epitomises dedication of female stars - Connors

Cliona Foley

WATERFORD corner-back Noel
Connors knows lots about Trish
Jackman and not just beeause
they are both county stars who
are also currently psyechology
Ph students et Waterford IT.
“I know Trish Hilali-iwu =
because [ grew up playing clu
hurling against her as a kid.” he
explains. “She used to play with
the lads In Ballygunner up Lo

about U-14 level and, to be honest,

was sometimes the best player on
the pitch.

“Since then she's had great
gueoess with the connty and won
five Ashbourne Cup medals with
the college which, in itsell.is a
romarkable achlevement,” he
notes.

Jackman, who leads
waterford against Kildare in the

intermediate decider in
Sunday's triple-header of
Liberty Insurance All-
Ireland camaogie finals,
is whdely regarded

s one of the Minest
female strikers of a
ball.

She won aseventh Poc
Fada title this summer and
led the Déise to an All-Treland
premier junbor title in 2001 and
Connors (above) has seen, first-
hand, her dedication on and of
the pltch,

Like ltim, ahe was part of a
group of elite GAA players doing
a special leadership course this
vear organiscd by the players’
unionz so they often shared 1ifts
to Dublin together.

What makes Jackman even
more exceptional is that she has
been based abroad for the past

VEAT,
Her research has taken her to

the University of Lineoln
and now, just to get home,
she has to drelve for three-
and=p-hnlf hours before
even boarding o plane.
“Trish travels over
{from England all
the time for eamogie,
that just epitomises
her and shows the sort of
commitment she has,” Connors
Slresses.

The womens Gael e Flayers”
Association {WGPA) hs just
teamed up with thelr mala
counterpart (GPA) to launch a
now social medis enmpaign -
sonherside = Lo get inter-coanty
miale players to support their
female colleagnes.

Connors, like Cork's Eoin
Cadogan and Wexford's Lee Chin,
is among the high-profile hurlers
who have put their weight behind
the initiative.

swe'd see the quality of hurling

among the eamogie players in
WIT like (Waterford's) Jenny
Simpson and Vikki Faleoner and
Cork's Laura Treacy,” he says.

“You'd see the skill they have,
the work they put in and their
dedication bul they probably still
don't get the same réseurees or
recognition as us"

Cadognn feels the same as
he watches the Rebeleties -
including 14-time dual winners
Briege Corkery and Bena Buckley
- start their latest double bid
against Galway.

=“To be honest, iT it was a men's
tenm that was golng for 10 All-
Irelands (in foothall) there'd be n
statue put up to them,” Cadogan
suys. “1 ean’t understand why
there isn't!™

Connors rechons that Cork’s
incredille record (five senlor
camiogie and nine football titles
since 2002} has considerably
helped to raise appreciation of

the level of women®s skill and
commibment,

“Waterford's rise is very
miach down to their underage
structures and the academy
work donc here. They have a very
young team now, Trish would be
regarded ns one of the veterans
compared to Beth Carton wha is
still in secondary scheal.”

He says the Waterford men's
baard's decision o being forward
the Iast round of the lecal senkor
hurling champlonship’s group
stages to Saturday is a significant
shift in atiktede.

“Traditionally there's been lois
of big men's club ganmes clashing
with the camaogie finals before
which didn't help. That is a really
positive step and should clear the
way for more male players to go
and support the women,”

B For more on the $enherside
eampalgn, Including videos, see:
v wapadle and www.gpadle
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SQUAD PROFILES

Club: Camross Clulb: 5t Brigid's

Occupation: Shop Assistant Oecupation: Spacial Needs As-
Position: Defender sistant

Sport Achiovements: Leinster Position: Defender

B Division 3 2014, 3 Senior Club

Championships

e

Michelle Holmes

Club: Camross

Docupation: Student

Position: Forward

Sport Achievements: All ireland
Minor Shield 2015, 3 County Club
Championships

Clule: 5t Brigid™s

Oecupation: Student

Pesition: Dafandar

Sport Achievemeonts: U16S Lein-
ster 13 All Ireland C 14, AR Ire-
land B Shield "15, 3 U 16 Medals,
2 Leinster Football Finals

Niamh Dollard

Club: Camross
Oecupation: Zocial Care Worker
Position: Forward

Leinster

Sport Achievements:

Juribar Tithe 2014, National League
Division 3 2013,2 Soaring Stars,

3 Gounty Club Championships,
Retle Award 2013, Laois Camogle
Player OF The Year Award 2013

'S

Olga Parkinson Rebecca Treacy

Club: Camross Club: 5t Brigid®s

Decupation: Tacheal Activator Occupation: Student

Position: Midfield Pogition: Dufendar

Sport Achievements: Leinster Sport Achisvements: Lainster B,
Junigr Tithe 2014, Mational Leagus  Minor Leinster, All Ireland College
Division 3 2013, 3 County Club

Championships

Sile Burke

Club: Camross

Oecupation: Care Assistant
Position: Medfielder

Sport Achiovements: Lainster
Junior Title 2014, National Leagus
Division 3 2013, 3 County Champ

Sharon Moylan

Club: 5t Brigid's

Occupation: Teachar

Pozition: Forward

Sport Achlovemants: Lainster
Junior Title 2014, National League
Division 3 2013, 2 County Club, 1
Ashboumne,; 1 Caollege Div 2 Rug-
by League

-~

B

A
Rosemary Bermingham

Club: O'Moore’s

Occupation: Teacher

Position: Defonder

Sport Achisvements: 2 Div 3 Fi-
nals, 1 Leinster Junior, 4 County
Champianships, 2 Leinstar Senios
Football

Louise Mahony in action against Westmeoath

$arah Ann Fitzgerald

Glub: Camross

Oecupation: Swdent

Positlon: Midfield

Sport Achlevements: Leinster
Junios title 2014, Mational League
Davision 3 2013, 4 Soaning Star,
Leinster Gael Linn Snr Winnars
2014, 3 County Sar Champion-
ship, 4 Ashbourne Medals 2 Ash-
bowrna All Stars

Sarah Creagh

Club: 5t Brigsd's

Oeccupation: Swdent

Poesition: Forward

Sport Achlevements: LGS Lain-
ster "13 All Ireland G '14, All Irg-
larnd B Shield "15
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SQUAD PROFILES

Aisling 0'Dea

Club: 5t Brigid's
Decupation: Student
Position: Forward

Sport Achievemants: Minos
Shiald All Iraland 2015 B

Aisling Burke

Club: Camross
Occupation: Shop Assistant
Position: Cormner Back

Sport Achisvemanta: 1 Lein-
ster 2014, 1 National League Div
32013, 1 Minor Leinster tite, 1
All-lreland Minor title,

Catriona Downey

Glub: O'Moore's

Oecupation: Physiotherapist
Position: Defender

Sport Achimaments: Leinster Ju-
rior Title 3014, 2 MNational Leagua
Titles 2013, 2011, Mancy Murray
Cup 2005

Aishling Dunphy

Club: O'Moora's

Oooupation: Studant

Position: Defender

Sport Achievements: Leinster
B,Division 3 Final, Lagis Senior
Football 3043, 2011, 2008, Lein-
ster Club Football 2013, 2008,
Soaring Star 2013

Club: Maomh Eamann
Ogcupation: Student

Puosition: Defender

Sport Achisvements: L6e Lein-

gter 13 AN Ireland G "14, All ire-
land B Shiald 15, U6 County

'ﬁ..
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Claire Walsh

Club: The Harmps

Decupation: Teacher

Position: Defender

Sport Achievements: Leinster
Junigr Title, Mational League Div
3, 3 County Junior Tites, 2 Caun-
ty Inter Titles, 3 Leinster Junior
Club, & Leinster inter Clul, 2 All
Ireland Junior Club Titles, Schools
All Ireland C 2011

Amy Loughman

Club: O"Moore's

Dcoupation: Stwdent

Position: Farward

Sport Achievements: 3 Minor
County Medals, 2 Feotball Goun-
ty Madals

g
g -
i

Dawn Mortimer

Club: Camross

Occupation: Benefit Cosmetics
Position: Forward

Sport Achiovements: Leinster
Jumior Tithe 2014, National Leaguwee
Drazion 3 2013, 4 County Chuby
Championships

Aoife Burke

Club: Camrozs

Oocupation: Stedent

Paosition: Foreward

Sport Achiovements: Leinster
Mimor Finad 2014, 400 Iredand Mi-
nor shield 2015, 2 County Cham-
peonships

: - J

Eimear Delaney

Club: 5t Brigad's

Occupation: Teacher

Position: Defandar

Sport Achievemonts: Leinster
Jurnegr Title 2074, National League
Div 3 2013, County Junior Cham-
pions 2004, Senbor And Junior AN
ireland Colleges

Elaine Mahony

Club: The Harmps

Docupation: Teacher

Position: Defander

Sport Achlevements: 2 Leinster
Junior titles, National League Di-
vision 3 2013, 3 All-frefand Ju-
mior CHib 4 Lenster Junior Club, 2
Lainster intermadiate Chab, & Lao-
is Club Champeonships
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-Ellzallﬂtll Ryan

Club: Camross

Dccupation: Student

Position: Defandar

Sport Achiewements: All Ireland
Minor Shield 2015, 2 County Snr
Champ, School Camagia Awards

Laura Dunne

Club: 5t Brigid™s

Ocoupation: Special Needs As-
sistant

Position: Goatkeeper

Sporting Achievements: Leinster
Jupior tithe 2074, National Leagusa
Div 3 2013, Soaring Star 2013 and
44, Leinster Gael Linm taam

A

Laura Marie Maher

Club: O'Moora's

Decupation: Student

Position: Foraard

Sport Achlevemants: Minor Lein-
ster,Div 3 Final, Leinster Jnr Final,
2 Bnr Football County, 2 Snr Lain-
star Club

Louise Mahony

Club: The Harps

Oecupation: Farmer

Fosition: Forward

Sport Achievemonts: Leinster
duniar Title 2004, National Leagoe
IMvision 3 2003, 3 AllIreland fnr
Clubd Leinster Jop Cluby 2 Lein-
zier Intermediate  Club, & Laois
Club Champ



Stephen Glennon

GALWAYMEN HELPING ROSSIES
ON THE ROAD TO CROKE PARK

@ Roscommon girls
reaping the benefit
of Noel Finn’s and
Noel Murphy’s input
ahead of junior final

s HisSunday, Cappatagge’s Noel Finn
will return vo Croke Park for All-Lre-

| land camogie final day but not as

A manager of his native Galway, which
hie puiced to three national titkes between in:
termiediate and junior, but as manager of a
Roscomimon side seeking i< Arat ever All-Ine-
Eand Premmier JUnssr CronsT.

Anyone imvabved in Galway Gasover the
years will testify 1o the zest Finn has for hurl-
ing and camogie, although it has been the kat-
ter thet has comananded a great deal of his w-
tenien as e led the Tribeswomen 1o the
Adl-Tredand jundor te in 2003 and to interme-
diate crowns in 2004 and 09

Despite also coming close 1o also winning
an All-Ireland sendor ttle with Galaay as eam
boss on a number of eccasions, tlat parton-
lar plece of silvervare has continued toevads
hirm, Theat saicl, there would not have beena
happier man when Galway finally claimed the
Oy Cup twio years sgo.

Hee would equeally be as pleased 1o see them
lifk it agnin this Sunday, *1was talking to Dar-
ren Kelly (Gabway By FM) the cabver day and
b weas saying it weas great to herve beo teams
from Connacht going o Croke Park. And it s

“The main thing is - and the important
bz s - thear the two teams win the Adl-lne-
land. That there are tao teams comilng back
to Conmacht with cups. Having said that, from
myy point of viea, we hiave 1o concentrate on
our girls first at 12 o'cdock and ence our game
i over wie will be roaring on Galway.™

In that Premier Junbor decider {12 noon),
Foscommon fuce Laoks, who, remarkably, jee
playing in their third consecutive final having
lost the previows two outings to neighbours
Kildare G201 to1-5) and Doom (1-12 co 1-8) in
2003 amd 14 respectivedy,

For Roscomimon's part, they hawve never
i U By Mills Cup - Formiedly the New Tre-
land Cup - and it has been almost 20 vears
sinee they appeared i their last fnal. On tha
oocasion, Cork defeated them at Croke Park
4-8 to 27, Mary Kennefick scoring a hat-trick
for the Leesiders.

I weas utber heartbreak foc the Rossicsasa
vear earller they had bost ot bo Limerick on a
seoreline of 6-5 0 27 - again, coming undone
by o hat-irick eadlbed by Kay Burke, Since then,
ey b Fadled o reach another Premier de-
cidber, having dropped back a grade to unior
W for a numiber of years i e interim,

[uring this time, thiey bost to Meath in the
2004 finnd of that competiion - G-10 to 146
[t dicl mmake amemds & vear Bver wlsen ac-
couniing For Armungh by 17 to 0-F after a e
play to cladm the Maney Murray Cap. Six years
on, sy of the players are sull imaodeed, like

CROKE mﬁﬁmpmmmmwﬁmﬂm Gﬂmmmmmmﬂwuﬂrﬁwﬁm vd-rnmalw
up the Roscommon [unlor Camagie MAansgement taam.

Annette MoGeeney and Kelly Hopkins.

Finn's involvement, on the other hand, has
jiast bsen since May, when he got a call tosee
{f e wooueld b interested in the job after the
previous manager parted ways with the set-
up following a poor National Leajue cam-
paigm. Along with Tommy Larkins® Noel Mur-
plry, Tve et the officials in Ballinasioes,

“We passed the pest amyway and got it,™
baughs Noel. "So, May 15 was when we
started, Roscommon had finished their
league campeeign at thar stage. Car

in the growp stages.

However, heavy defieats to Dublin (248 i 2-
&) amd Lanis (2-17 1o 2-4) suggested that reach:
ing te knockout stages would be an achieve-
ment in itself, particularly given they had los
to thisir sermi-final oppoments Dublin by 10
poinis in thelr group meeting.

Again, though, Roscommon surprised all
witha tour de force performance to turm the
tables om the favourites - Hoplins and Niamh

Farrell talbying 07 {0-5 frecs) and 11 re-
spectively in the semi-final. The

low had beaten them and they ane . Rodies won by 19 to 15, a14-

a division below them in the d::.mﬂ'm point turmaround from their

Teage. Things weren't going too : giving Previcus meeting.

well in faimess." their time to inter- The question is, after a 13-
It ik et 2 scenario Finnwas | COUNtY camogie so point beating to Laois in the

unfamiliar with. In ‘09, whenin- ~Wweneedtobepro-  group, can they achieve a simé-

termediate manager Gerry Flan-  fessional In our ap- lar feat in the final? “Lacts did

nery stood down mid-scason, it proach brat w13 poines, ba, and [ heve

was Finn whio the Board nurmed 1o said this before, everyone can beat

i e hope of resurrecting their S
paign at this level, He duly arrived in May.
Galway were All-lreland champions by
September.

In Fairness oo Padrakg Pearses’ man Flan-
nery, he woukd have had some work done
with the Galway intermiediates bifore his de-
parture where on this eccasion, Finn found
that he “had 1o start firom scratch™,

“Thene wies i training dose with theny
from once the league finkshed, The girls, n
fnirmeess, were traingng with thetr clubs but
thelr county championship is not on wn
ater thais ot I B was an eardier champs-
onship, they might have a bit mone camogie
choape Lt wie had tostar from soratcih,”

In amyy esent, wilstever Finn ancd M I.Il'pll:r'
did wiith thesm certainly had an instan Enpact
s thiey drew with Limeerick, 3-6 1o 249, in thesr
opening game before gobng on (o deleat Ar-
gl {510 vor 250 aned Weestimsenth £2-11 to 240

o another in this. There is mo beam
aborve anyone elsa, If everyone s up to
speed, there wouldn't be o whole lot bn it

“also, inan Alktreland final, anything can
happen. | abways maintain that if you beat a
team onee, it B very hard to beat them twice.
O girls huve responded well o tralning and
they deserve preat credit. They have knuckled
chowm, hanee worked hard, and boughe Into
what we have been dolng.”

Laoks’ experience of Croke Park the ks
o yeirs will stand to them but Finn notes
the Midlanders have bost the last two finals
and thar, in iself, could keave them valners
ble peychologically. *You know, Croke Park is
a hard place to get a result. I ehings don't run
for youi - angl | knosw that mysel! from g teme
with Gabway - it ciun e a very difficulr day,

“The one thing from our awn posit of viea,
puir girls will be prepared, they will be fir, they
will be Fecused and they will knowa wiat is re-

guired. And with a Lirtle bit of luck, they could
wim it, Harving saich thart, Laois ane the team (o
beat. They have set the bar the last couple of

Than sakd, Finn sees little difference be-
tween the Galway girls he managed and
Roscommaon. ~Wihen we went in, all they
wamnted was a professional approach. 5o, they
have been trained the same way as we did
with Galway. Mo difference.

“1 suppase, it stood 1o me that 1 was with
the Galway girls. S0, we brought in new things
the Eoscommon girls probably weren't used
to but they bowught oo bt Arthe end of the
dary, they are giving their tme to inter-county
camogie 50 we néed 1o be professional in our
approach. They expect that off us.”

Along with Finn and Murplry, the manage-
ment team ales conststs of Clara Moran, who
limved out with Eoscomumeon in the Mancy Mur-
ray Cup win of 2009 and |5 a Ganda based in
Gabway. “To be quite honest, when we wei
1o Roscommion, we knew nobody, We didn®
even know where to get pirches.

“s, it was Ciara's job - and she did a fa-
moe job - to organise the training sessions
and everything ebse. [ have worked with a kot
of people but she is one of the most efficient
people | have ever worked with. You never
herve to ring Clara twice to see if something is
done. There is mo issue.”

He also pays tribute o the Board officials
Geraldine Beatty, Miamb Kilmartin amd Mar-
o Comway - along with physio Niamb Sulh:
ern and medic Paula Daly. “You need every-
one singing from the one hymn sheer because
without everyone rowing in togpeties, yoo an
going mowbiene.”

Uneler Finn, Roscommon camosie wouki

definitely seem o be golng somewheneagin
The signpost polnes (o Croke Park.



CAMOGIE: ALL-IRELAND INTERMEDIATE SEMI-FINAL PREVIEW

Dormer ready for Waterford challenge

By Céilin Duffy

KILDARE camogic manager Ste-
phen-Dormer-has weleamed the in-
iroduction of Hawk-Eye, ag his side
gear up for the Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland Intermediate Camogie
final against Waterford at Croke
Park on Sumdiy.

The Junior final between Laois
and Roscommon will sée the score
detection technology used for the
first time, biefore the Lilywhites and
the Deise face off at 2pm,

"HawkEye in Camogie is great to
S andd it's faic”™ hie said,

“If 15 a polnt, it"s a point and
there is no argument afterwards.
There {5 no contrmersy.-

"Being a Kilkennyman I was hap-
py enough last vear with HawkEye
in the All-Ireland Final

“It's great to have it, and we'll take
anything that makes the game fairer
and more even.”

Doarmer-will be aiming for third
time Iucky against Waterford this
year, having lest the Division 2
league semi-final by 1-15 to 1-7 in
April, and more receatly a 4-11 to
1-10 defeat at the hands of the Dedsa
in a final round group tie.

The 2007 Managor of the Year is
keen to look to the positives though,
inclinhng an opening roand win over
last yvear's beaten finalisiz Kilkenny,

The Ldlywhiles overcame the Cats
by 3-7 to 1-6 in the opening roussd, to
set their stall up nicely for the Sum-
mer

"When we zaw the group, with
Kilkenny, Waterford, Antrim and
ourselvies, we knew that it was going
to be tough,” Kilkenny native said.

“It was a massive game for us o
#o down to Kilkenny and come avway
with a win. We knew ourselves that
il we got over Kilkenny it would pul
us right in the driving seat in the
group.

“Luckily enough we came away
with a seven-point win and it was
great.™

Dormer-says he can take positives
from the lpss to Waterford also, and
s them to spur on his troops this
Sunday at GAA Headguarters,

CAMOGIE: ALL-IRELAND INTERMEDIATE FINAL PREVIEW

Kildare camegie players Roisin 0'Connell, Louise Keatley and Siobhan Hurley with supperters Ellen Mengey-Walsh, Dearbhail 0 Regan and Zoo

Caraiw.

“The pressure is really on Water-
ford after beating us twice already,
in both the league semi-final and the
Championship,” he said.

“We know ourselves that they are
a hurling county, and they know that
in Kildare this bunch of girls have
put Camsogic on the map.

“I suppose the pressure s really
on Waterford to keep the winning
gaing. They would be very, very dis-

ot
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appointed after beating us twice al-
ready this year, to come out and lose
in an All-Ircland Final

“The motivation [actor is golng
out, one hour, play the Camogic
of our lives and we are All-Ireland
Camogle champlons - they know
that they are good enough.”

Both Kildare and Waterford have
been at Croke Park before Lo Lake
honours in recent yoars.-

= : &

Waterford claimed their only
All-Ireland Junior title in 2011,
while Kildare's success came just
bwo years ago.
“We loat an All-Ircland semi-fi-
nal to Kilkenny last year, we worked
hard on getting the likes of Noclle
Earley bock in from foofball and
making sure we got ber on hoard,
and alzo the Hkes of Angela Lyons,
back from travels with the Army.

ok

Photo: Piotr Bwasnik

“Then you had Looise Keatloy
back Into the country and Orla had a
baby, and we made sune we had her
back on board

“We strengthencd the pancl as
much as we could, and everyone
who enn possibly play Camogie for
Kilare i around amd playing, and
playing really, really well

“It's going in the right direction
anyway”

Kildare ladies take centre stage in September

By Céilin Duffy

KILDARE Camogie captain Susie
O"Carroll is hoping to kick start a
positive September for Ladies Sports
in the county, as Kildare chase an
Intermediate Camogie-Ladies Fool-
ball doulde at Croke Park, starting
with the Liberty Insurance All-Tre-
land Camogie Final against Water-
ford this Sunday.

Waterford have already beaten
Kildare twice this year, but (*Carroll
says there's a very positive vibe in the

squad af present. _
“Everybody wants to be training, it's

not a chore af this stage of the year, af-
ter the semi-Anal you are mad Lo get
hack training, 50 it's great to be play-
ing of this stoge of the year,” zhe sald,

“For the tast few years we have Had
players an the foothall squad also, but
the demands now and fxdure clashes
it’s hard to do both,

“Hoth panels are training down in
Hawkficld with both teams still play-
ing and hopefully the foothallers can
do the business as well

“Dbvicuzly it's every Camogle play-
ers dream to be in Croke Park in Sep-
tember, =0 it is a great feeling (o be
there. We had the experience two
yoars ago af Junior leved, but it's grat

to make the step up and be in the in-
termediate final,” she sadd
“Wateriord won the Junior Hile a
few years before us, and we have prob-
ably had a similar progression up.
“They have won the Division 2
league thiz vear aml have made the
step up bo Division 1. Both counties
are certainly striving to keep pro-

Bressing.

('Carroll |2 delighted to reach this
Sunday's All-Ireland final, after a best-
ing enough Champlonship 5o far:

“From the start of {the year our focus
wis on o first game against Kilken-
ny. We always knew that was golng to
make or hreak our season,

“They had beaten us in the semi-fi-
nal last year, 5o we were really geared
up for that game, to get our frst win
under our belis.-

“We moved onto Antrim then and it
wiks 2 tough game again. Then we had
ihe comfort golng into the Waterford
game that we knew we had made the
semd-dinals.

"Dbviousiy we would bave liked to
top the group, but it's setthed now and
we are delighted to have made the f-
rit] anyway."

0" Carroll says despite bosing to Wa-
terford twioe already this year, it will
mmtter Httle in the white-beat of Croke
Park.

“They have beaten us twice already,
it you can book on that in bwa ways,"
shi gaid,

Wi have a bod Lo improve on and
we can learn from (hose defeats and

hopefully it will help us going into the
final

"When you ore coming off the back
ol a defeat there are & kot of things you
ican learn from and improve on.

“We were in o similar sifuation fwo
wears apo, We had lost to Laois in the
Round Rabin of the Cleamplonship and
went on to beat them in the feal. Prob=
ably having that experience and be-
ing able b0 learn from 8 defeat might
help™



|

Pictured at the Liborty Irlnrlnuu All-ireland Camaogie Finals Captains held in Croke Park last Thursd L
Siobhiin Coyle (Roscommon), The final takes place in Croke Park on BHE next at 12pm. Full praview on ;:gw:'ﬂ.ﬂ““h i, ﬂ

U14 All Ireland Championship Blitz 2015
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Sdanghters. It s an undes-
dable :;1:!! E’;ven that three
SEETs play camogie for
elds and Galway, a club and
is coanty where their dad Michae]
such 4 local hurling legend. But it only
tiells halrthemnrandnmjmih&m“
three younger ones — Sicbhan (15), Ciar
(%) and Lanise (8) — have still t come
through the ranks.

Fora mﬂh doesnt acknowledge their

5B | puraveriul sporting genes.
Ceralcine Kilkelly (from Kinvars) was a
talented runner and an Irish hockey inter-
national. She is now the county camoiie
chairperson and her sister Emma plays
hrﬁﬂl"'"?-.'!' too, alongside her three nicces.

And it deesn't remotely capture the
breadth of the MoGraths' talents — sport-
ing and academic — and what 2 hoot they
are collectively, finishing each others'
sentences amd constantly dissodving into
peals of lueghter,

Niambh (22, the eldest, noeds least
introdwction as she is Galway's centre-for-
ward and free-taker, the top-scorer when
thes won their first senior All-freland in
17 venars lip‘mm

Deep imto injury-time in this summer’s
potboiler of 4 semi-final with Wexford, o
replay looked insvitabie. Yet while everny-
one else was peeping through their fin-
gertips she coolly strolled wp and slothed
the winning 45, less than 24 hours ofter
the death of their grandfather.

Two vears ago, a fortnight after the
semi-final, Miamh maved to & French uni-
versity for her Erasmus year. She got back
aweek before the final but had o returm
toAlx-en-Provence just two days after the
victory, missing much of the hoopla after
Gralwan's fixmous double victons

A graduate in Law/French from NULG
andd & fluent French speaker, slee lias been
studying all summier for the FE-1s to get
into Blackhall Place and sits the first set
of those exams in a few weeks,

Mot comes Orlaith (200, a talenied
runner untll camogle took over in her
mid-teens. She completed a remarkabie
feat in 2003, playing in and winning two
All-Treland finais in one aftermoon. She
starmed for the intermediates and then
came off the bench late in the senior
decider.

Ehes a thind-vear PE/Irish student
in UL but this has been a towugh year. A
broken finger kept her out of the Ash-
bourne Cup weekend and then, just two
games back, she nuptured her cruciate in
the Mational League final and & now in
peost-surgery rehab, fonced (0 sitoul today

Then there's Chodingh (19, also at UL

where she's studying journalism. She was
an umused sub with the senjors in 2013
el was Wit badby with injury herself last
season, She was just back fit when her own
Erasmus studies brought her to Swoden —
“not a hurling stronghold!” — in January,
vet five feet of snow could not derail her.

“If 1 hadn't been injured the year before
I don't know if I'd have been so self-moti-
vated but 1 found an indoor ball-alley kind
of thing andenground and that waswihat 1
used for most of January. Then there was
like a b1l where | used to train on my own™

Like many of their dub team-mates
thiéy can all play & musbeal instroment too
{viotin o viola) after training with Mauras
MeLoughlins renowmed Music Makters'
group in Mew Inn.

“We played for o good 10 years,” ex-
plains Niamb, insisting they had nothing
of the natural talent of their grandfather
whio was “unreal a1 the melodion”

“We were probably her worst studenis
ever,” Orlaith says candidly and, while
they're being honest, Clodagh confesses
to telling a litthe parkie to get home from
Sweden in time for the leagie semi-fAnals,

“1 wengldn't have been back untll the
middle of June otherwise so 1 doubled
up on modules in the last month. I told
thiem there was, ch, “a family emergeney!™
she grins sheepishly, Missing training in
thedr house probably counts as a family

CORETEETICY.

Orlaith {a cormer-forward): “Sinee we
werre walking we had a hurl in owr and,
I memember Sunday momings going
to wateh mam play when we were very
young. We hated going to the hockey, We
usexd to bring our hurks to ber matches and
she'd be trving to switeh them™

Miamh: “She tried to get us to play
hockey for vears but we wouldn't and
lacldy’d b like vou're holding the hurl

pr

Clodagh (a midfiedder); “Thers was v
option with camagie. You had togo outside
and proctize. He'd be lke, You can't come
in until vou've learned how to solo’ and
I'd be like (sulky fuce), Fine!™

Orriabth: “usd i you bost o slhotar you'd
b ook there until it was dark!™

Eas the ‘Hopper's daughters tag boen
a burden?

Miamdy: "M T think its just such an
advantage because daddy's so enthusiastic
for traiming teams and making the best
out of vow Hurling and camogie are Ris
life Like!™

Orlaith: “When you'd get home from
& match hed abways have five or six
pointers for you, You wouldn't fmprove
without that™

Clodagh: “Its alwiys 1ike Tn the 13t
minate, when you side-stepped left, you
actually should have gone right!' The
prost-miateh analysis is not even funny, But
people who have been there and done that

.

r
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areactually more gronnded. Some people
erelghit think thedr children are better than
they are. Wie'd mever think that™
Crriaith: “He's probably our biggest
eritie but he'd always prise you if praise

ot

i due”

Clodagh: “"And if you got pralse you'd be
poing around smiling for a weel?”

They reckon Siobhdn is the most skilful
of all while the youngest two are already

CAMOGIE ALL-TRELAND FINAL PREVIEWS

B Senior final — Cork v Gakway, 4.0:
Cork began the defence of their All-
M%ﬂﬁﬂnﬁa Iwast of seasoned
Geary and Joanne O*Callaghan and still
reached the final Lackhestre in their
reaincl-robin games, thoy showesd their
read mittle in their defeat of Kilkenny in
the semi-final. When the prossum comes
on, Paudie Murray's charges are able to
respond. Much will depend on Ashling
Thomypson in middield, Orka Colter at
wing-forwartd and the performance of
Ay O'Connor amdl Katriona Mackey up
froot. Gatway have defeated Cork twice
this soason but their tendency to fade in
thee Lakter stages of games, may be thoir
Achilles heel, Miamh MoGrath at centre-
forwmrd, Shauna Healy at centre-back and
mkifield dynamo Hiamsh Kilkermy, who
algo captains the side. are crucial for Tomy
Wards chamges. Victory for Corls will bring
e beved with Dubdin in the roll of honour
with 25 Eitles.

B Intermediate final — Waterford

v Kildare, 2.0: Waterford have been
knocking on the door for & number

of years, Trish Jackman & one of the
country’s premicr players, be it at centre-
back or midfield, while Both Carton
shoves huige promise, despite not sitting
her Lesving Cert ustil next June, There
Is a nice blend of experience amd youth
that has flourished under Sean Fleming.
Kildare's road has been bonger, as

they began 2010 in the junicr '
champiorship, Mow, in only their second
intermediate campaign, they are an hour
vy from semsor camogie. Thoy kst to
Wirkerford in the group stages, a5 they
dficl ins the Division 2 league semi-find
buit weere magnificent against Gork in Ehe
seqmi-fireal with the defence in particular,
inwhach Caral Nelan & a powerfal
presence, comphebely on top, Emer
Reilly contributed hardsomely fram play
while Sisie O'Carroll is also a constart

‘We're all kind of collectively

Ay

I'H +

“like terriers in matches” with Lanise o
dinger at cross-country™ toa,

Hopper may be the only man in the
house = *God help himy” they kaagh = bat
leas always treated them as equals,

B Junior final — Roscommun v Laols,
12.0¢ Lagis have been operating in the
fashion of & team on & mission this year,
hawing falfen at the final hurdle in this

£ the last Do seasons bo
Kildase (2003 and Gown (20140 Sarah
Ann Fittgerald remains an inspiring
figure for Devid Cuddy's crew while
Louise Mahomy's finesse from placed balls

performers. Roscommon are pursuing
the county's first tithe at this level and
the meangr-in which they groond out

2 four-point victary over Dublin in the
semi-final was The defensive
unit confined Dublin 1o just 1-5 while
s s ol ke
seven points. A goad from her cheb-mato,
Miandh Farredl gave the Rossies vital
breathing space. They face a tough Bask |
againgt & team determined to make up for
AB-Treland heartbreake Laoks fo shade it

stubborn”

He enlists them to bedng home the turf
eviery year (“Ah Gaod nocooo! Don't men-
tion the bog,” they plead in mock-horror)
bart ursberstand “hse did that stuff because
he woukdnt treat us differently, It like,
You're a girf but why wouldnt you be
alle o cho that®

"We're all kind of collectively stubs
born” Orlaith explaing, “Like, in school, we
wiere thoss girls, with the lads, (saving) ‘If
you cn do that [ can do that better!” We're
ridbculonsly competitive — academic and
sporis-wise”

Minmh: "That eomes from daddy, he's
very bid, 50 competitive! We'd be very
sore losers.”

Reallv? Who's the worst?

Clodagh and Oraith: “Miamh!™

Hiamh: “Thanks1"

Orrlaith: “Sure vou'd admit it vourself1™

Niamh: “Clodagh’s probably the most
stubborm. Like, yvou'd never give up,
whereas I'd be jfust pure thick if we lost™
ﬂz-gm eldest ks also the family chocolaté

Clodagh: “Ha ha! That’s the best ques-
tion you've asked, The rest of ber diet is
dizsgustingly perfect bar chocolate.”

“Clodagh plays depressing music all
the time!” Niamh retorts, “Tve nevers
heard of any of the people she's playing,
it's mental like” And Orlaith? She eats a
full pixza on her ownt™

Orlaith: “I do. It probably doesn't help
that [ work in Supermac’s, they're mighty.”

Beating Cork today to win a second
senior All-Ireland in three years would be
especially precfous after bosing to Kilkenny
in kast year's semi-finals,

"I dunno were we still rellshing the,
2003 doubde™ Clodagh muses. *There wils
such a famine in Galway camogie for 50
longbat it was like there wasn't the same
hunger |ast year”

Ever since Sarsfelds beat Milford to
win a Division 1 Félle title in 3007, days
like this have been their desting:

Crrlaith may be injursd bot stll goes to
every training session, sustained by a bond
that extends far bevond their ovwn family,,

Clodagh: “Crur team Is like a sisterhood.
[ know that sounds cringey but when 1
was out (injured) last year I realised the
social element you take from it, it’s like a
support system.”

Orrlaith: “You make your best friends
on the county panel without realising
it. You have such a natural eonnection
with them.”

Miamh; “There’s no drama with this,
Lem, o divis or anything. Eveny angaf,
us is the same” !

The same mayhe but few GAA houses-.
hodds prowide such an injection of talent
as Hopper and Gemldine's. f

Mighty athbetes, mighty hurlers and,
mighty crack . . . until you try beating
them at amything.
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Cork v Galway
Tomorrow: Croke Park, 4pm
Relzrea; A Kedly {Rddafi)
Bed: Cork 10711,

Galway 11710, Draw 152

Daragh O Conch ir‘ ‘

shiling Thompsen
ks o symbod of i
now Coark dressing
roam, a fresh face
and voloe of o team in renewal.

But she is a symbol.of much
mare than that. To many, she
symbolises hope.

Ever since opaning up on
the KTE TV show Thank GAA
[1's Friday last vear aboul
per hattle with depression,
Thompson has begome a
public Ngare,

It says o lot for the road she
has travelled ihat the 25-year-
old {8 comfortable in the spot-
light now, emboldoned by the

sports therapist. Beauty ailds
to thie marketer's dream.

Ther: 15 not a trace of biul-
2hit though. IF you were Ash-
ling Thompson's PR hanidler,
potl coild be tearing your halr
out at thines heciuse sha
doesn 'l wrap her views in a
niee ped bow, She has oo
o T 1 b bothered with
political correciness of Mar-
keting speak. You ask a ques-
tion, yau'll et wn answWer.

It frustrates her at times
ihat she cannot find the words
o articulats what she is think-
ing. She jokes how, when in
full flow in the Cork dressing
roam, shoe might provide a
new word for the men and
warmen of Oudord o cofsider
for their dictionary,

With the Milferd woman,
who captains Cork in the
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
senior camogie final againgt
Calway tomorrow, every thing
is digect. On and off the field,

Asked about the 'coin toss'
controversy that degged
camogie this year, she doesn’t
billnk. “To be fakr, the ritles ars
st in the first place. It was
written down black and white
%0 you can't really blame any-
one for that. It shoull lave
been faced head-on when that

OH A MISSION: There's nights |
have gone sleepless, engulfed in
that kind of emvotion of standing
in the Hogan Stand, lifting the
cup on behatf of my county and all
the girls,” says Cork’s Ashling

Thompion.
Picture: Inpha

game if you go down.”

She has seen the inexpert-
eniced players grow and flour-
ish, & like Lanra Trescy,
Miabh &, Amy O'Cof-
nor and Orla Cromin. The
seiead has a club feel to it that
shi: rellshes.

The growth will be tested in
Croke Park tomorrow bt
Thompson has no donbts
abont where the game will be
won and lost.

=Upstairs. We have done
what we can to prepare, Gal-
way have done what they can
to prepare and [ think it comes
down 1o who's mentally weak.
ar. If one of us goes down iR
the game, who will throw in
gy toowed first? That's whess
hunpger and desire comes in.
But it's 100% mental, I think™

Maost All-Ireland final cap-

reaction of people nationwide.  rule was made. Clearly it was tains will tell you that they
Speaking about how came- & rule that was riddiculous. dare not think beyond th
wie helped her step back from ] cani’t see how I!heg didnt gime. No speeches prepared,
the precipioe is a cathartic think that would ever happen, no vistons of receiving the
process but it is the messages  Cleardy., thiere's a high risk of trophy from the presidant
of thanks from other it happening, when Two loams You mikst nod Jet yoor mind get
strugglers that strengthen her  will draw even on the samie alvead of sl
resolve. points. I know rules are riles Thompson doesn't believe
This year, as captain of the  but af the same time you don't i1 telling lies, in feeding a
Cork camogis want to be now, wherens last veat 1 el m , in presenting &
feam, there making a cause you could Hterally ap- consider sufcide. And it is like I was a little sheep, you fromt. Why spin a line? She's
have been 'GAM EZﬂ“E lwughingstock  peal every game in the camogie that made herrealise  know? L leoked up fo a lot of human. She has dreamed.
many more C of anyone, 1 country then. It does make that she had plenty to live for.  them whereas I'm the leader 1 have probably thought
revealing ] ork v Gal\'ﬁl‘f tink it was camogie look bad ina way, but %o, she became the leader of  now, not just as a captain but  about it sinee the start of the
nowspaper hIH. - (%] preat for the then again there's twosidesto New Cark, a teamn still pos- the younger players lookupto  year. There are nights I have
and  radio 5% Acurray | 5 Earie ~'!5,l amogic avery slory.” Eessing Experie operators  me for experience.” gone sleepless, just totally en-
interviews. A Py 2 2 :‘4”“' | Association to Mistakes happen, she in Gemma O Connor, Aoife Cork e lost to Galway gulfed in that kind of emation
Fecenl Cover LTy 3 & Decan | turn around allows, and the important Murray, Briege WHHE::. twice this season, in the of standing in the Hogan
shoot for a lifie- LiOSulivan 4 H Cosedy and lot the two thing |s for everyone tolearn,  Rena Buckley and OriaCotter,  eague final by three paints, Stand lifting the cupon belall
stvie supple- R Buckiey § 5 Coon teams play."” 1t's all about evalution. but now infused with the ener-  having trailed by 11 at half- of my county and on behalf of
mient of & Siin- G O'Ceemar & & Hasy | As for Wesx- They know all about evol- of raw, Bungry voungsters,  time, and by (-2 in the opening  all the girls.
day newspaper HChane 7 LEpe ford'sappealof  ution in Cork. After Thomp- s love it, It kind of lets me pound of the group siages. “I think we have worked so
brought her to [White B K Eduey 2 their semib- son's Milford clubmate Anna  voice my opinion a lot mors, 1 “a've learned a lot from hard this year, We have fought
amothier wadis A Thawrpaon () # C Piclemth final defeat by Geary lifted the O Dndfy Cup have a good obd voice! 1 love ainr defeats. W had a really through every battle we could
ence again. O Cormer 10, A Doashen Galway,sym-  last year, Paudie Murray lost  beinga leader, 1love guiding  bad defeat in the league final,  possibly fight through so T
Shvr ks o el & Crosin 11 N MG pathy bt a huge chunk of his squad. them and 1 love when played terribly. We didn’t think i we do win it, we de-
BT WORT. HLaatey 12 7 Kasler short shrilt, Jenny O'Leary, Angela Walsh,  look to me for guidance evenshow upagainst Wexford  serve it Besides what hap-
Vulnerability 8 Corkiry I3 C Finserry | "lsuppose Gaary, Joanne O°Callaghan becauso 1 know 1 can give {in the championship), may as  pened in the past with Gal-
almost co- A CCaseor 14-H D | with the Wex-  and Sara Hayes are just some  them proper guidance. well have stayed at home, But  way, they beat us twice but so
stmed her but i Macker 15 A SRy { ford appeal, of the multiple All-Ireland “Sometimes, a;nn mightlose  it's important to have those what? It was a liauning curve.
sha §8 sirong L ~ throwing itoul  winpers upnavailable thisvear.  the plot or say the Wrong losses, 1o kearn from thoso “But yeah, I've dreamed of it
Tow — ment- [ R (L) was the right Thompsen could never have  things, but they always know mistakes., a few times and to see that It
ally ancl Eh:r*_&l- ihing to deo. 1 given it up. It was her time {t's from the heart and I mean “You need bad beatings to could be a reality is a massive
cally. Athletic, tattooed, opin-  feel sorry for Wexdord. But I'd  away from camogie afteracar  well knock you down a bt teknow  motivator for me.”
boriated. A self-emploved never think to aggpeal it be- grash that drove her to 41 fenl] like I'm a veteran how to pick yourself up ina One of many.
O'Leary pr f tching brief at Crok
Mary White Eathleen, died, and five dealt with. That's the way [ " Jennif; Struggle’ was wrilten. procecded to score 1.5 with-
months later — just three loodeed at it P ol “T" They were in this together,  out reply, with D"E-nnr's
ﬂ]muh..susﬁ:rhnﬂgtﬂnllﬁ weeks before the All-lveland It was an awiul the, but 1 m—l:ﬁ and when they trailed by five mmmmmiwﬁﬁ
AN .;lmm r O'Leary. l‘muluﬁml Kilkenny — ber  gepd it (0o 05 n determination points at halfitime later that  would see them win 21210 1-
In Januiary, she was ancal  sister, ula, unexpectedly  and an inspiration to just give gealignited  afterncon, Tworey 9,
many high-p Cork camo- away also. it everything because I knew Cork's them in the dressing roomof  Tomorrow, O'Leary will be
i players o retive, with four She recalls: “Itwas o blur, i was going to be my kst comeback the words on the wristhand. in Croke Park again, but this
All-Treland medals, six league  but camogie was my siving  year. win last “Maurice had e time she’ll be sitting in the
titles and cight All Starsto  graee. It was a distraction “I knew too that Paula and motio and how everyone had  stands. “T'd be lying if I said |
het name. canse I knew how miach it my mium would be leoking ARRER. their own strugghe to dickn’t miss it, especially the
From Liskevame in West meant to everyone else, so 1 down and would be driving that day, and how weeach  build-up. But, P'm looking for-
Cork, O'Leary setibed with finlt it would be totally Wrong  me on, so 1 just had to go out hid oaur owm story. - ward to going in & & spec-
h"h“ﬂ";‘““‘mh Elﬂrhﬂuluyinﬂmﬂ:m]. and play,” explained the 31- selector Maurlce  time, it reminded us that we tator. I enjoyed my time play-
Eﬂ' eSO COmImuLing Afterwards, when every-  year-old teacher. p«.ﬂu. were in it together, because  ing with Corit, but there
miles to trminiug. It wasn  thing settled down, ithits you — She wasn't the only one After breakfiast, he pro- those words were true forso  comes a time when you'Te re
wﬂum’ﬁm'fj"ﬂ m“w’mﬂ“g_’m"ﬂ mmnmt:rhﬁ.wE dwdamﬂﬁllmndrbrm many people in that room. It Eﬂdm&hhﬂﬂi
omly ; msoanent, miorning 2014 member of the paned, W PRy hy pe s prosssre wy
In May, 0'Leary’s mother,  make the most of what you're  Ireland final, that was ad- which ' m In the second half, Cork more.”
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mma Kilkelly col-
lapsed on the Mowlan
Park turf, her camogie
seasoh over in an in-

Stamt,

Two minutes from half-time
in last month's All-Ireland
semi-final, Kilkelly gathered
Possession in firont of the Old
atand. Planting her right foot
in the ground, the Galway
half-forward sought to jink
left of Wexford's Delrdre
Codd. but wound up on the
grass. In agony.

An MRI scan confirmed the
worst. ACL tear. Season over.

A permanent fixture in the
Galway half-forvard line over
recent years, including the
2013 All-Treland win, Eilkelly
first broke onto the senior
squad in 2006 and 10-vears
later, she is among the most
experienced members of Tomy
Ward's panel. The disappoint-
ment at missing tomorrow’s
final continues to linger.

“1 tried to chamge the direc-
than in my run to get ont of a
tackle and I felt a real sharp,
severe pain in my knee,” she
recalls. “I knew | had done
some damage, but 1 was still
hoping for the best until 1
knew for sure,

“Indtially, when youo are told
you can't play in an All-Ire-
land final, it 1s severe disap-
pointment. On top of that, the
mature of this in]ut;ﬂs thst
vou are away from
for a long time which iam
to digest as well.

“Camogie is such a big part
of my life and has been for
such a long time. It s central

ta 2 that you do. It is
probably the worst news you
mn_Fﬁtas a player. avl
= playin
with

roughout m
career, | wis never
a serious injury, thank Goed. A

- =
=
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WAITING GAME: Gatway's Emma Kilkelly goes on the attack

Emma rallies to cause

_ | b "ﬂ". e
against Cork in a previous encounter. Kilkelly will have to watch from the sidefines on

Sunday as she recovers from & serious knes injury, “Whatever job | can do on match-day, however blg or small it ks, Fll be doing 11" Piowre: inphe

whole range of emotions go
through your head then when
you hear the news. Disap-
pointment i the only word, |
caf iige.” Kilkally, wiho has at.
terded everinr training session
since, admits the lead-in to
All-Ireland final Sunday
moves at a far slower pace
when foroed to watch from the
sidelines.

“It is differont to 2013 and
the other finals in the years

before that. Going to training
has been a big help, being in
and around girls. Raﬁ.ly

s e e e T VT

an with Hmr.:rn*i Alsling Byrne

don’t want to be standing

k and watching them. you
want to be in the thick of it
Thi girls have been extremely
suyg;:-rmm of me. [ feel very
much part of It You are look-
ing to contribute in another
way. There is no room for seli-
pity whien you are involved in
a set-up like thiz. It {5 not

about you.

iy hias to be abowut
the good of the panel. What-
ever job I ean do on mateh-
day, however big or srmall it s,
T'll be doing i

S 2 o il ™,
§ flate . =)

Sitting alongside Kilkelly
tomorrow in the Hogan Stand
will be her niece, Orlaith
MeGrath, daughter of two-
rlma;:;lh]re J'-Ilnhmrlmll-?n;'pm‘

urier ael * per’
mléram. The youngest of the
three MeGrath sisters on the
panel, Orlaith tore her ACL In
the closing stages of their
b final win over Cork in
qarlir May,. Carrying the
rumlﬁ flag will be Elndaﬁh
and Niamh MeGrath, the
latter hitting 1-7 in the leagus
final and 0-8 in their cham-

ionship meeting back in

L.

The pair's mother and Gal-
way camogie chairperson,
Geraldine, 1s an obler sister of
Emma’s.

*You'd be telling them to got
ot and enjoy the eccasion,
ke the mokt of i, work hard
and play right through the &0
minutes. This is Clodagh's
first senjor All-Ireland. She
was there with the intermedi-
ates in 2013. She is hard-work-
ing amnd I am in no doubt that
shae will do fine.”

Camogie
ety

Liberty Insurance All-lrokand
Iﬂﬂ[l::h ie fimak: Cork v Gal-
Wiy, (R Kalky, Kil-
darg}, 4pm.
Thi ba) counfees Ao 133l hold alolk
thie O'Diufty Cup hawve undergons
signibcant surgery sncae thiir re-
eI aine in 2013 (Gakwvany) and
204, [Coek). For Goiway, Therose
Maber, Brondan Hanney, Arn
Marky Hayes and Alsiinn Coraolly
nave hawdod in thesr nocs b marn-
e Tory Wand and whide Bho re-
building peosiss gathened staam
i beaguo il win and

it 80 injury = Emm Hilady (o
claln), Orisdtin MeGralh (onatiaba)
arc] Ann Mand Star [broken anm).
inta thb lodd kas como Cathasing

Finnerty and Weiralh,
windip griheer Faonia o Fpbess-
A Hennally will replace Kilkally in

e haif-doresaed ling Iomoimow
Thar fudl-back ine of Thersss Man-
tn, Sacah Decvan and Hesther

Coanty is uncha from 2013
and thedr oo

EENErinNCS

@all b il By the Ekes ol

& Corkery, Kasricna Macke
mdug"MI ﬁ.ln:,lﬂ'ﬁ;l'ng:.
O'Conngr is ong of the 2015 pdds-
Tigres made by Pauchs Mo
Leanns OrSulivan, Méahh :
ang, Hannah Looney and Oirla Cro-
nin ang plso handed Sesl-leam roles
this yoar ba caber laf thie mass ex-
oolus of orwér the wanler,
Julin Whits, overseas for much of
the SLImemae, wWas Superh &l mid-
figdd pgainst lasi reonih,
g up Osla Coter b0 the hatk
Barwrard lng,
in lerms of indiddual batiles, sig-
riffcant wisghl can ba attached 1o
e chuselts of Gamema O'Connge and
Galway's Namh McGrath, as wel
as the midleld sorg of 1ha two
capiaing, Ashling Thompaon and

Meami ,

Gabwary wong th form leam of

spiing and aardy SLMMEr, MOoMen-

buims would Appear b0 hine Snee

shifved Lnaside.

heghlighied in an imexpenanced

Cork tull-back ling, the Lrapowor
¥ iPver 4-10 Lo 1-10 gami-

final win ower Kilanrmny

bagk:|0-hack tiles is on Iha cangs

Werdicl: Cork

Liberty Imswrance All-lreland bn-

bermpdinie &h Enal:

Kildara v 'ﬂ'nLn-f:f , Cralos Park [J

Byrne, Dubding, 2pm.

Wordict: Watoriond

Eoghan Carmican

e =T R 3,

player had a busy

Patricia Jackman takes Aug.qu
WLR FM/Granville Hotel award

Pambcia Jackman is the August winner of the WL FM/Granville Hotel GAA swards. The Gailtir
msanth which saw her retsin her All leeland Poc Fada titke and help Walerfoods
Camsopie side reach thelr first over Al breland Intermediate final. Patricla was back in e Coodey
raoisiales of the startof the month and claimed a recobd severith All Inefamd gt bn the Women's
bang puc Bnals. Sk was also pivotal in helping Waserfoed gt past Meach in the All Inctand scmi- 8-
nal &5 the team caite fbom ﬂhﬁhﬁlﬂ?ﬂuﬂm ol (e Fovals in & dramatic ane poing win,
wha lined out at centne scaeed five polets
Wmmhmﬂdﬂ a first victory at the fourth attenspt &1 the semd-final stage and sent Walerford

in one of the mest satisfying wins of ber

an their way sowards All-Ireland glory i Croke Park last weekend,




#Behin¢

Paths to the 2015 Final
. Galway
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. #ourgameyourgame

2015 Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland Camogie Championship Finals

Croke Park, Sunday 13th of September, 2015,

Laois v Roscommon  Kildare v Waterford Cork v Galway
12, 00pm 2.00pm 4.00pm

Prermier junior Comaogie Final Imtermedhate Camogie Final Senior Canogre Final

gL vy s i - - R = —
FirE T P e T T S il BCE -i" .
F.-"Mﬂ'ﬂ . . " 2 q T -I.-. -'"m_ﬂ"i-
-v.-:-nm.n.r T,r.-.. i r_i"-t

s O Fhynim, Aed Stideth

12 noon: Liberty Irslfance Premier -junlqr Cl_'lampmnship Final
 LAQIS v ROSCOMMON . ey S5

12.32pm Mini Garmes: :

2.00pm: . Liberty Insurance Intermediate Championship Final
KILDARE v WATERFORD

2.32pm: Under-14 County Development Squads Parade
3.52pm: Senior Teams Parade
3.58pm: Amhrdn na bhFiann

4-00pm: Liberty Insurance Senior Championship Final

CORK v GALWAY

4.32pm: Entertainment Act = :l_'ﬁz Hit Machine

In the event of a draw, the replay date for all games
is Sunday, 4th Octaber

e A
! o
L e 4

Musical entertainment: The Artane Band

-

-
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Liberty Insurance All-lreland Senior Championship Final

CORK v GALWAY

An intriguing battle
is assured

5 THE list of multiple
All-lreland winners not
returning to the fold

leaked into the public domain
earlier this year, the number
of peaple from outside the
camp backing Cork's two-in-a-

&

roww bid in 2005 would have
been very small indeed.

Jenny CFLeary, Anna Geary,
Joanne O'Callaghan, Sara
Hayes, Joanne Casey and
Angela Walsh were all

Cork's Brege Corkery it purpeed by Stocey Qharke (Kilkenmy)
dharing the semizfinal o Walkh Park,

LT In.‘

_nstcuttc

themselves in the starting
ling-up.

They endured a horror
apening half at Semple
Stadium and went in at half
time trailing Galway by 1

points. However, they kept the

westerners to just five points
in the second half as they
whittled the deficit down to
three in the end.

The round-robin campaign
was difficult. They played well
when losing by a point to
Galway once more but the
reverse to Wexford gave the

impressicn that they were not

firing on all eylinders.

A comfortable quarter-final
defeat of Tipperary, who had
pushed them hard in the
Munster final, was the first
indication that they might

finally have found a way of
realising their attacking
potential. The manner in
which they turned a seven-
point deficit inte a nine-paint
wictory against the previously
all-conquering Kilkenny
provided further evidence of
that, with Katrina Mackey and
the wltra-reliable Orla Cotter
chief beneficiaries.

Galway followed up their
excellent league by topping
the most competitive group
in the championship. They
were made to work incredibly
hard by Wexford in the semi-
final, with their tendency to
drift out of games having
established a healthy
advantage rearing its head
ance again.,

What is notable though is
that they keep doing enough

unavailable but nonetheless,
the Leesiders ware im préssive
in reaching the league final,
with the likes of Leanne
D'Sullvan, Méabh Cahalane,
Orla Cronin and Amy

O Connor establishing

[Preia IH'-'l-ﬂ.l'th-r:]

1o prevail. The anly time they
failed 1o get their noses in
front, they still managed a
draw with Limerick in the
League

Sarah Dervan and Shauna
Healy form a solid defensive
spine, while Miamh Kilkenny
is a huge driving force from
midfield and her battle with
Cork captain, Ashling
Thompson could be decisive.
Miamh McGrath is so often
the match winner with her
scores from play while Molly
Dunne and Ailish O Reilly
have been terrorising full-back
lires all year,

[ Cxlaith McGrath, her gunt,
Ermirma Kilkelly and Ann Marie
Starr hawve been lost to
injuries so both squads have
had their depth tested, The
ultimate examinaiion awails.



e KILKENNY

GALWAY CAPTAIN

Who has been the biggest influence on ypour career?
My parents Martin and Mary and the late Michael Kennedy always showed great support and
Encouragement towards me. No pitch in the country is ever too far for Mam and Dad! Growing
up | can remember watching my sister Orla and
players like Sharon Glynn achieve success at club
and county level, this inspired me to train harder
N an aitempt to emulate their success.

What has been your sperting moment of 20157
Captaining Galway to a National League title
earlier this year.

Whao is the toughest oppenent that you've
faced?

My sister Aoife, | had to be quick or else
I'd be killed|

What are your pre-match ritwak?
I don't have many pre-match
rituals but always seem to find .
myself sitting beside Ryano ,-’F N
(Lofraine Ryan) on the team ' F
bus she's a great woman /
for a few tunes!!

Three words to describe yourself

as a player?
Passionate, Dedicated and Committed.

What does it mean to wear the County
Jersey?

It's & huge honour. To take the playing field
in @ Galway jersey was always a dream of mine
as a young camogie player

What is your favourite warm-up music?
The Script = Hall of Fame.

What is your personal motto? |
There are only two oplions regarding commitment.
You're sither IN ar you're OUT, Thare s no such

thing as life in-between,

Air) THOMPSON

CORK CAPTAIN

Who has been the biggest influence on Three words to describe yourself as a player?
YOur career? Athletic, relentless, authentic
Frank Flannery and Milford camogie
What does it mean to wear the County
What has been your sporting moment of 20157 Jersep?
Defeating Kilkenny in the All-lreland semi-final It's everything you wish for. It's an absolute
honour, | simply cherish every mament.
Wha iz the toughest opponent that

you've foced? What is your fovourite warm-up music?
Whoever I've marked in training Really?!l,.., The Spice Girls

What are your pre-match rituals? What is your personal motto?

Porridge, prayer and Nicki Minaj Start unknown, finish unforgettable

guitis g7
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Back row {I.-r.): Jessica Gill, Sﬂrdh' #'ar.'hnm Empa H:J'dmi: Nmmﬁ M:Gm!h Siobhdn E’ue'n, Hmther :‘_'mnq. Emma Kifkelly, Looraine. H?dn,

Tim-m Martan; Sm.:rh Dmnrr Susan. Enrrer
anrmw ﬂ rj Exn&fﬁﬂ Enrd'mrr. Shuuna

ola jl.'rﬂr.‘lr, .I.mlrn Mm:lulr Sintad :‘.'phn!an. Niarmh Hanniffy, Aoife Callanan,
: E:thmrrr— anm.y, M:rl'hr Dunne, Aoife L‘lnﬂuhur Niamh Kilkenry (Capt.],

Gaillimh

Datharma: Marin agus Bin

[ 5. Nl'f-h:nr.::
SUSAN EARMNER

Dyrecour

o

<)

12) T Wi Mhartdin [1] 5. ‘ irbhﬂm fad H. NI Chuana
THERESE MANTON SARAH DERVAN HEATHER COOMEY
'_!ijl.llll'ﬂgf Fuflagh 5 Thomas

{5 5. Mil Chadhain (&) 5 H'Ihill {7 L Wi Rigin
SIOBHAN COEN SHAUMA HEALY LORRAINE BYARN

Ballinderroen . Ardepfin Kifeullagh /Killimsadaly

(5} M. Mic Giolla Chainnigh (Copr {9} €. Mic Craizh
MIAMH KILKEMMY CLODAGH McCRATH
Prares Savifiehdy

—

112] E. Mic Giplky Cheallsmgh

(12) A. NI Dhonnchi (1} M. N Craith
AOIFE DONOHUE MIAMH McGRATH EMMA KILKELLY
_ Mullagh Saryfeldy Kinwaex
(13) €. NI Fhigenagdin (14} M. Ni Dhainn (15} A. NI Raghallaigh
CATHERINE FINMERTY MOLLY DUNMNE AILISH O'REILLY

Mllu.llrhrl'l'n.l.-lll'.!.-l.ar-f"||3ﬁ Epreceart Chanrmagse ldvine

Eomsaper, Teny Ward Sefeoiery Lidm Hodging, Qila Watson
Plysio: Sharon Mo Dodter s O'Consor  Stafs joum Poland, Peier Faby
Bairpomy: [ohn Moone, Frank Duise, Mckey Coralih

SENIOR

a Hehnv, Dzn'i'd Higg-n:, -Cr-nrﬂ Murphp. Maria Cooney.

[16} 5. de Bi=ce
Shauna Bk
Craughiell

17} 5. Wi Chathaldin

Skl Cahalan
Mulagh

[I-E_I- T. Mic Cresnacith
Tara Kensy
Sargfieldy

{15} M. NI Chuana
Maria Cossiiy
Sarghelch

[3a) A NI Challandia
Mgife Callanan
Ardrahan

I!21:I 2, MNic @n Chaill
jesxica Cill
Athgmny

[xz} F. NI Chaollal
Fimola Kesley
55 Thoma

{23} 5. Cairmde
Siobkdn Cardiner
Ardraban

[} L Msspsil
Luury Matchell
Kiltategh Kaiimoardady

(x5) A Starr
Anrmarie Stanmr
Eillimar

126 E Hmleadard
Emmu Helebert
Balindrseien

[27) C. Wi Mhuschd
Crara Murphy
Clanindwicpe

{28) M. NI hilinbhith
Miamh Hannify
Certemarg  Uaves
[29p O, Mic Cragh
Orlaiih McGrath
Saryfinkd

[3c) R Wi hionagibe

Rebecca Hesnelly
Ardrhes




Back row (l.-r): Linda Collins, Sarah Fahy, Rebecca Walsh, Amy O'Connor, Pamela Mackey, Méabh Cahalane, Hannah Looney, Leanne
Q'Sullivan, Sarah Buckley, Jennifer Hosford, Ashling Thompsen (Capt.), Katelyn Hickey, Eimear O"Sullivan, Orla Cotter, Amy Lee, Aoife Murray,
Front row (l.-r.): Lauren Callanan, Finola Neville, Leah Weste, Katriona Mackey, Gemma O'Connor, Niamh O'Keeffe, Rena Buckley,

Julia White, Briege Corkery, Orla Cronin, Laura Treacy.

[1al A M Laod
Amy Lee
Mo Pranagh

(1% M. Bhreafnach
Maria Walsh
Maifoed

(18] E. Wi Shidleabbiin
Eimsear OrSullivan

Ealiminisig

{ig) L Weils
Leah Wesle
.B:pnuh:unu;

(2e] M. Mi Chasamb
Miamh O Keeffe
K:.lk.ug.ll

{21} 5. NI Bhuschala

Sarah Buckley
Balincollig

{22] 5. Hoslford
Jemnifer Haosford
Cilert Rovers

(23] R. Bhreatrach
Rebecca Walzh
Fr. COieill's

[24) L NI Chealandin
Lawren Callanan
Clen Rover

{25} F NI Mia
Finola Meville
1. Cothenme't

{26} C. Wi hici
Katelypnn Hickey
Blackrock

iz7h 5. Wl Fhuthasgh
Sarah Fahy

Dicuglri
(28 L. NI Loinggigh
Lisa Lynch
Valley Dovers
{29} L Mi Cheddedim
Lenda Colling
Courcey B

rcaigh (i

SENIOR

-tl" ﬂu ‘. o —."‘-F_- T

Cralouig

-t . B ;

Corcaigh

Datfsrvna; Dearg agus Bin

() A Pl B hasari
ADIFE MURRAY
Cloughdiuny

0N

|
|

[2) . MI Mhaca (5} L Wi Threasaigh (4] L. Mi Shililleabhdin
PAMELA MACKEY LAURA TREACY LEAMNME O'SULLIVAN
Dougia Haliiaach Glent Resetr

i
(5} R. Wi Bhizachalla &) G. M Chorchider [}Ej;; Wi Chahaldin
REMA BUCKLEY CEMMA OCONNDOR M H CAHALANE
IpmaEarn 5L Flabary 5L Finbanr's

."“.

e

fa) A. Mic Thomdis (Capt )

{Bp 5. MI Bhandin
ASHLING THOMPSON

JULLA SWHITE

{1 O Wi Chrdinin

(1o} O. Mic Ostir [hzp 5. M Luanaigh

ORLA COTTER ORLA CROMNIN HAMNMAH LCOMNEY
51, Catherrme's Enrjhoaens H'li'lfh'{ih
ja:l
l.l"-I:ﬂ‘h..

{eq) A, NI Changhiie {4} €. NI Mhacs

BRIEGE CORKERY AMY O'CONNOR KATRIOMA MACKEY
Choughdos 51 Vincent's Douphst

Agnager: Faade Murmiy Sefraeri: Gevige Fitrpbbon, Dv. Winley OrBnen, Seam Cremin

Epvin Mifcahy Migl Coollns, Claeren Mbweray, Teddy O Qonevan (Cosl Ketping Caach]. bichae] Carradl

Plyaky Accle MeMabos  Maoir Foine: Mschael Canoll



GALWAY

| MIAMH KILEENNY [Copi.)

Peares

A lreland Sensar tile, Wad League bitke,

Al-lreland Minor e, 4 All-Star awards,

Gael Lanm 1gle, All-breland Jumnios
Focidbeall tithe.

SARAH DERVAN

Miallogh

All-treland Senics titke, All-lreland

| ntermediaie biile, Mat League tithe,

2 MB-SEer awards, Gacl Linn btle, Senios
| Comnty titke,  County Lesgue titles,
Ashbostre Cup wih Uiniverssty of
Limerich, Gabuay Bay Fid Sports
Personality of the Year,

FUSAN EARMER

Eyrégours

All-treland Senior tiale, All-lreland
Inbéermediste tilbe, » Mot Leaguo tiles,
All-trelard Jumics & Mirar pilles,

| = Courdy Imermeduate League tilles,
Juriar & Minor county (ales, 2 AllS1ar
awardy, nemsrous anderape ks,

THERESE MANTOMN

tefullagh

All-trelard Seniar (2le, Mat Lesguee 15k,
Gael Liren Bithe, Couwnty Senndr Lalle,

1 Cownty League 1les, nismersus
underage Eiles.

| HEATHER COOMEY

4. Thorea

Adlereland Senior title, Allreland

Imler miedate wile, Mat Leagus tle, Cael
Lin bitlhe, Courty Intermediate tile.

SPOBHAN COEN

| Belimderrein

| #l-lreland Senior tithe, All-Iredand
Intermediale title, Mat League fitle,
All-ireland Minor tithe, Connachi |unics
| tithe, County jumior bithe

SHAUMNA HEALY

Asdrahan

| All-ireland infermeduate nitle,

Mag Leaguae nle, Al-lreland Kinor title,
All-ireland LG tite, County Senbor titke,
Cownty Intermediate bile, County
Inbesmediate League, County Féile
ralCael bithe,

Prﬂﬂ! €s

| LORARAINE RYAM

Killalle,Wilkmondaly

All-Ireland Sersar inle, Mat League 14l
All-Irelund Mirgr tale, Gaed Linn tithe,
Counly Leapue i, Conrnssi
Ingermediate ugle, 3 All-Slar awards,

| Ashbounne League e, umentud
underape tles

CLODACH MoCRATH

Savgfieids

All-Freland Senear tigle, 2 Al breland
Mimiae titkes, Ashbowme Cup, mumeroans
isnderage lithes fod County & Club

ADIFE DONOQHUE

Mullagh

Allireland Senicd nithe, AR-Ireland
Iimermeduate tile, Mat League tisle,

¥ Connachy Intermediate titles,
All-leeland Mande githe, County Senior

lithes.

MIAMH McGRATH
Sorficid

tsle, Allireland Uk nithe, Cownty
Intermadhaie ttke, 3 AN-S167 gwaids,
numerous urderape ales

EMMA KEILKELLY

Hardu

All-irefand Sernor title, 3 Mat Leagues
titles, All-ireland Intermedate tibe,
Alltrefand |unior title, All-Ereland Miror
title.

| CATHERIME FIMMERTY
Melounn e Tl

Intermediate League title, 3 County
Ll ticle

MOLLY DUNNE
Eprecour
All-lrefard Seniew title. Nal League title,
Gaeed Linn tilhe, County Junics & Minor
tigles, Merth American Senicr title,
Pareell Cup

| tigle, § County League & 2 County Minos

All:brefand Sensor tigle, All-breland Mimor

Connacht Senior & Junies vtles, County

MILISH O'REILLY

Qraamare fhlarer

All-lreland Senior uile, Mai I.-e-ig,uﬂlﬂr.
x All-irefand Minor Eithes, Albreland Lhé
nitle, Cownty Inbesmediate titke, County
Juniar & tihe, County UG oitke, All-Star
Favardl

| SHALNA BURKE

H :
Mat Leaguie title. Caunty Junior & C'ship
& League, Connpchi |unnar A pele

SINEAD CAHALAM

Bdulzgh
Bl reland Semoe fithe, All-Foeland

Cewinty Senied tithe, 2 All-Stars awards,

TARA KEMMNY

Saryfelds

Al-Ireland Senior title, All-dreland
Intermediate title, Nal League tle, A=
Iredand Mings title, County Intermediate
vtk Connachy Intermediate ticke,
riemreus underage tales

FAARIA COOMEY

Saryfelds

Bl dreland Senior tithe, Alllreland
Intermediate e, 3 Al-leeland Minor
tithes, 3 All-Ereland Lh nithes

ACHFE CALLAMAM

Arclrafers

All-leglarsd Imermediate utk, Mal
League title. All-Fretarsd bdinge Eithe,
Courty Senier tithe, Couwnty Intermediate
rithe. Cournly Inbermechale League,
rumerais underape tile

| JESSICA GILL

| Adbry

| Man League title, All-dneland Minod fithe.
4 County Semiar bitles, 2 Kilmacoud 1,

| numerous underaps biles

7 FINOLA KEELEY

! %1 Thareas
A-irgland Imtermedate fitke, Ml

| League titfe, Alk-irelend Minor tirke,
3 Conmachi Indermeediate titkes, Counby
Intermediate Eithe, 2 Askbowrme Cups,
numerous underspe nEles.

intermediate title, All-ireland Juniar title,

SHOEHAN CARDINER

drdrghan

Bai League teile, All-leeland Miror tithe
| Alklreland 6 tithe, County Seror e,
| Cannacht Imermediate Club tile,
| Cownty Menos title, mumencsus underkpe
titles

| LAURA MITCHELL
Kl PG emprohaly
2 Allireland Intermeduake titles, MNat
Leagus fithe, All-breland Manor title, A%
Ireland Wb titke, fursas Caed Limn Ditle,
| Cormacht Intermediate Sitle, County
imtermediate tithe, Cornacht ingermediate
Chubr tithe, 2 Coumty Menor BiEkes

7| EMKEA HELEBERT
| Bolmdereen

bal League tithe. Conngchi ntermediate
| tithe, numerous underage titles

| CIARA MURFHY

| Chanmbndpe

| Connacht Infermediate filke, Cianly

| Jusnige & title, numercus underage
tiekes

MIAMM HANMIFFY
Creesmare [ Marce

Man Leagae ttke. All-lreland Kings
vithe, Comrdy IMenmediate Efle. County
jursar A pile, Connachi junior & Club
tle, 3 AN-lrelgnd Football ptbes,
numencus et age tles

REBECCA HEMMELLY
Mpgdrmhan
All-bretard Senoe fitke, 3 AR-irefand
imtermediate biles. Allirgland Mimo:
pighe, [unior Gael Linm nile, County
Seneon tithe, County Intermedisie

| Cship & League tile. Seuning Star
awidd, nuUmerous wnderage e

ORLAITH McoCRATH

Sarglelds

Alirefamd Senior tile, Allinsiand
intesmediate titke. Mat League tele, 2 All
ireland Mingr tithes, Courty intermediate
i, Connachp Infermseduane fifhe
Haitaiednid uiderage oitles

= ANMNMABRIE STARR

| Kol

| AI-Eretarsd S iele, Mal Leagae dle,
 Allireetand Senvor Club hide. § Coumiy

[ Senm iinkes

il




CORK

ASHLING THOMPSON [Cape |

Mlﬂ'i;ﬂf

All-irelind Senioe tale, Ma League title, §
Murster Seror tiifes, Muniter impmediate
B Jursor titles, 3 Adlleglyed Seniar Club
ttles. County Senice Lepgue tley,
Fumsrous underxpe titles v Ca g
Ladees foothall, Fls:{lllu'_ ke il

ADIFE MURRAY

f-'ﬂ-llgl‘lﬁir

& All-bretand Semar tiles, AR-Irsland
|umioe & Inpermsediate tithes, 5 Mat
Leggue, § AR598F awidrdd, T Mussler
tithes. 3 Senier County iles, numerous
underape tales

PAMELS MACKEY

ﬂm:#a.—t

2 Afl-iredpnd Seniar tihes, & Mungisd
titkes, 2 County Senaor tithes, All-Sias
weard, Aumerous underage tiles,

LALURA TRACEY
Kifleagh
Al neland Semios ttle, Mat League

E Diw 3 niele, 3 Munster tales, Azhbaourne
istle wirh WIT, numerows underage
talle

LEAMMNE OSULLIVAN

Clerm Rovers

Alliredand Senior tithe, Nat League
: 'F v 1 & Div 2. 3 Munsier tles, Munyier
Intermedaate & |unsr Bitle, Sensat
County Cship & League tithes,
numerous underage titles, Purcell Cup
& All-Srar award with UCC

!

(
=

EIMEAR O'SLILLIVAN

Hoifimhasug

y Allireland Sesige titles, Alireland
Infermediate ligle, AN-Sear gward, Mat
League Chiv 1 & Div 2. Misnster Seniog
junior & UNE titkes. County Senior &
junsar tithet. Aghbourne Sheeld with 11,

!
)

CEMMA OO NOR
L1, Fimhorr's
& Allkirelard Senics titles, Nat League
tithe, 2 All-ircland Binor titles, B All
| Sears awards, Namanal Player of the year
I 004, Munster Senios [unsor B Minar
! tithes, Sersos County tithe.

MEABH CAHALANE

32, Freshaur'y

Munster Servor & Ineemediace titkes,
County Minor tile, All-lreland Ladies
Fooiball tices.

RERMA BLACELEY

[rwnbcara

& Allireland Senice tithes, All-ireland
Mirar tithe, Mat League tale, All-Star
award, Munsier Cship Eitles, Cointy
Senios tithe, Munsber Senior Club bitle,
g All-trelard Football tithes

ORELA COTTER

58 Corhering'y

4 Alkireland Senior tithes. 4 Mat
League tifles, 7 Munster Senior tithes.
3 Al-Star awards, Coainty Senior &
jurior mitles, All-ireland & Provincis
Chub Ladies Foothafl tithes

QELA CROMIN

Eanitheane

Al breland Senior ke, Munsber Senenr
tithe, Jumies Cownty C'ship & League
tithes,

HANMNAH LOOMNEY

Kikeaph

all-ireland senior title, Mantier Senlor
nitke, Murmsker Insermediane tithe,

B 2 Munster UiE titles, Und County

League title, rumenous urderage
tieles.

BRIECE CORKERY

g AR-relgnd Senice tites, AlkIreland
Interredsate title, Mat Leagus tiles,
§ County Sentor Cship tithes. g All-
trelard Ladies Football sithes. County
Feathall ple.

AMY OCONMOR

St Vinceal's

Mkireland Senicr titks, Munster Minar
tighe, Counby Junics League Eitles, Irigh

Soccer Imlernatsanal pla e RATRICIMA MACKEY

Dougles
3 All-iveland Sensar title,
3 Mat League tithes, & Mursier
L Sepiar tirles, 2 All-5eer swards,
ﬁ:é ! 2 County Senios C'ships,
! 3 County Senior Lesgus bithes,

famsrous undenpe titles

AMY LEE

ho Bisrsaigh

Munster Senbar B Intermediate titles.

| County punics C'ship tale, Cownty funics
Leagus tithe, Ladies Foothall tigles.

MR WALSH

Milfoed

AllIreland Senior title, Mat League

Eitle, § Munsber Senior tithes, 2 All-
ireland Sendar Chub tithes, 3 Munsier
Senior bitles, § County Senlor tilkes,
Ashbourne All-Siar, rumenows undeiage
b tales.

LALMREN CALLANAN

Clers Riowers

Sentor B Cownly C'ship, numerous
underage counly lithes.

LEAM WESTE

Ballincallsg

Mag Div b League githe, Nat League
D 2 nithe, 2 Mursber Senisd lithes,
Miurster Imermediate & junicr titles,
2 Coianty Senior titles, Courty Junics
Crahip & League tile, pumencus
underage tilled

HIAMH OHEEFL

Mat League Div 3 ke, 2 Blungiee
| Serior btles, Mumster Intermediate tike,
Cesanty Seviar bale, Fr Meachair Cup
with Mary Immaculate College,
nusmerous Allinelard Football tiles,

SARAH BUCHLEY

Hallngollg

All-lrcland Semior ke, Mat Leagoe

v 7 title, Munster intermedise titke,
pAussier Minor title, Courdy Senier B &
Jienioe tithes, County Senior Sumimss

League.

SARAH FAHY

Muanster Semior lighe, Munsier
[riiesrmediate titke, kunster Manoe tithe,
nurmeraus underage CamopiefFootball
tithes wath County & Cha, All-breland
Baskezball bithe.

REBECCA WALSH

Fr D' MNedls

Munster Intesmediabe & Junor mles
County Senlee tithes, nismetous
underage tilkes,

JULLA WALSH

o
;h.h]’l!lrdind Sewior tigles, 2 Mat League
titles, 4 Munster Senior tithes, 2 County
Samior litles, Ashbouene Cup with
University of Limenick, 2 O Cennar Cup
Ladies Football with LIL

FINDLA NEVILLE

5. Cotherng’s

All-freland Senkor tithe, Mursier Senicd
title, Munster bntermediabe tithe, County
Senicd Bille

KATELYHM HECKEY
Biackrock

| Munster Seniod tile, Munsier

Inenmediae title, Mat League Div 2
title, County [unior & Manae tilles,
pameTous underape titles.

|EMMIFER HOSFORD

Glin Rovers

Fiat Leaguwe title, BManstbes Intermediate
sitke, Courty Senior Cship & Lesgus
tighes, 3 County Mimas tithes, County 411
title, Cark Youth Spprts Award

LISA LYRLH

valley Rowers

Munster Intermediste, jurior, Mance &
Uik iles, Munsted Senior Clul Leagus
nismerous underage biles

LIMDA COLLINS
Courcey Rowrs
bdunster Inteimediate tithe, Munsber

| Mincr tithe, County Féile tithe, numsios

Ladies Football tithes with chub.




Gaelic Games AlHireland Camogie final

Corkery's
S4th-minute goal
settles decider
against Galway

saEnEREEEEE .

Defensive effort
gives Paudie
Murray's side 26th
All-Ireland title

k
Malachy Clerkin
atCroke Park

It waz over before it findshed,
the conclusion obvious well
ahead of the end. Cork carved a
ith notch anto the bedpost
without ever really having 1o
sharpen their knives.

If the oulcome was in any
doubr, it was only because they
ok their time abowst going for
the kill and left themselves
needlessly vulnerable to some-
thing freakish taking them
down. It didn't happen-but il
had, they'd only kave had them-
sehves to blamie.

The key score came 17 min-
utes from the end, when Briege
Corkery scuttled through on
goal down by Hill 16 and finished
the contest with a shot that beat
Gabway goalkeeper Susan Earn-
er low toher right. But ina game
where Cork had dominated for
lomg spells, it wasa goal that felt
meire worthy of a phew of relicl
ithan a roar of joy. It put them
five ahead for the first time on
an afternoon where they had
long since been at least that
miuch the better ieam.

PFaodie Murray has set his
Cork side wp not to concede and
that is how they won another
All-lreland. For the fourth
game out of seven, they didn’t
letinageal. Galway scored nine
jrenes, all bt two from placed
balls, By packing the Cork de-
fence and keeping Galway as
far from his goal as possible,
Murray plonked his opposition
into 3 maze from which they
wiTe going o have to be very
skilled or very lucky 1o escape.

Curious

Thul.tghlr-i-:.::hiwﬂﬂ ite aim,
th:_r'c were times in this often
curiously fat All-Ireland final

that you wondered was it really
necessary, Cork were the more
skilled side here and generally
the fitter one as well. They hacl
MOTe $corers, more leaders and
EIHrE ence in the bank.

it

0 n frt

il and sem)-final against Tipp
and Kilkenny = if they'd Juz

b *_'___
—

come out and hurled Galway,
you gol the sense that they'd
have wrapped this up by
half-time.

Even though they owned the
first half, they played it as
thoughtheywere serimping and
saving just to make the mort-
gageon it Only two Galway
ers made any impression at all:
the surging runs of Miamh Kilk-
enfy and the glorious striking of
Miamh McGrath all they had to
offer, But apart from one early
whippedd paint from MeGrath,
everything  Galway  tried
crashed against the rocks of the
Cork half-back line. The steel
curtain Cork drew across thedr
W5 wasi ble.

The Mipside was that Cork
never had enough players in at-
tack to threaten the goal that
would have put clear water be-
twieen the sides,

They lanided some terrific

points from distanee th
that first half - Orla Comer, Als-
ling Thompson and Orla
Cronknall threw into the pot, as
did Corkery - but though they
hiad plenty of possession, they
afien ran out of badies before
they could get close to goal and
s hod to content themselves
with points:

Waterford and Laois claim titles

game, it is evident are
-mmwmﬁm
Earlier Lacs hadfinally

Iuall washed out into a 0-8 1o
=4 hall-time bead. With Gem-
ma O'Connar, Julia White and
Thoempson all putting in alver-
moons of absolute athletic cer-
tminty around the rdddle, it was
hard to see where Galway were

going to get any iraction. The
anly route to goal for them

seemed to be MoGraths frees.

Sill, En problem with &

four-paint lead i that fr doesn'e
take a hoge amount of whit

broughit thair Croke Park
. mﬂmﬂhm end by ovarcam-
adetermined but profligate
Roscemmon 2-12401-6 in the
jumiior decidar.

The O'Moore County girls
hadiost the previous two finals
and the weight of that histary
appearedioaffect them at
times as they sought o shake
offtheir gritty oppanents.

indeed, you could hardly say

wiera domdnant in the first
and the final wias in
MMEny Ways very on
| Rescamimon.

ting, even against o team with
aaly one whittler, For 10 min-
utes afver the break, the Cork
tackling that was winming the
ball in the first hall started o
draw referee Bay Kellv's ire.
McGrath stepped into three of
them and cleared the bar cach
timmse, Eve third one from 62 me-
tres. All of a sudden, Cork (-8
Galway 0-F,

“I'was disappodnged with the
frees, to be honest,” said Maer-
ray. “We spoke abour thatg ar
hali-time; we gave away 2 cou-

>ork’s new generation show
those old winning habits

ple of frees, and a couple were
very harsh, to be honest. One
podnt frem play feam Galwayin
the first hall = we were sayin
don't give away frees and we'
win the game. ['was disappoint-
ed with that partofi.®

Defensiva

Now all Galway needed was a
break. When one high ball
rained down on the edge of the
champions’ square to cause has-
sle for Acife Murray between
the sticks, the fragilicy of the
Cork bead was obvious. Hod a
miﬂ:ﬁ Gahway forward becn
o Jreould have been adif-
ferent gamse.

“Ithought for ten minutes in
the half we had them on
the rails but our time didn't last
lenz enmigh,” said Galway man-
ager Tomy Ward,

“When the goal came it pue
paid to our chances really, We
weren't getting a spread of
scores, Cork were defen-
give and closed us our all day

FHOTOCRAPH FY &M BYRRE PPHD

long, Look, it just wasn't ¢uf
day, we didn’t open it up like we
have been deing all year amd
thatcan happen.™

As it wias, 2 one-podnt mangin
was as close as it gor. Cork saw
ot the Last 15 minutes by out-
scoring Galway 1-:5to (=2, Cork-
ery's goal was the killshor bug
Thompson, Coter or Amy
O’Connor all had their say as
well. Champéons, no ks or buts
abourir,

"We've been coming all
year,” said Morray. “We Enew
where we were going, and 1°d
have boen disappodnted i we

dichn’twim today. ¥ d b par
forming very well in ﬂ
we weTe very focus {

f=:a very strong team ohentaliy.™
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Camogie Allireland Senior Championship final - Cork 113 Galway 0-9

Joy for Cork as battling

Galway come up short

Late goal seals victory for Munster

team in one-sided final at Croke Park

Corkery and Buckley will now look for 16th
All-lreland medal with county footballers

Malachy Clerkin

atCroke Park

Everyone stands their own
post. We all fight out of our own
muddy trench. The main sm
out of Croke Park is that ©
won their 26th All-r&'e:and
carmogie title, swatting Galway
y 1o the tune of 1-13 to 0-9 in
of & 16,610 crowd. But any
enak will tell vou that o
getthe real ﬂm-wn.r.ﬁnu have (o
reduace it down, way down.
%a although Cork’s All-Ire-
land was a triumph of the inex-

havstible collective, this was a
day knitted out of the small
unigue carners of each other's
lives, Here's Gemma O'Connor
= mast people’s idea of player of
the mateh - steering the after-
moan to her awn liking from the
centre of Cork's defence bue
barehyable to talk afterwardsas
she dedicated the win 1o her
mther who is fighting cancer

Decorated
Here's Briege Corkery and
Rena Buckley, both of them
icking up their 15th All-Ire-
and medals between Football
and camogie, drawing level in
the process with Kathleen Mills
as the most decorated players
in the history of Gaelic gamies.
They'll be back here ina fort-
night with the Cork lootballers
looking to makeir 16. Neither of
them are yet 25,

Floating somewhere above
them all, here's Aisling Thomp-
san, the Cork eaprain.

For much of the summer,
Thompsen was the best known
camagie player in Ireland be-
cause of her openness in talking
about her own depression and
the suicide of her best friend
and partner.

In a life of indelinable strag-
gle, camogie has been some-
thing concrere right the way
along, the difference’ between
the dark and the light.

As she walked up the steps of
the Hegan Stand to collect the
cup, she could barely feel her
feet underneath her, When she
wenk to put words on 1 after-
wards, she found poetry that
had reporters who wiite for a
living staring at their shoes in
ETVY.

“Yeah, [ was just kind of . ... it
fele a bit like there was no one
around me, you know that kind
of way? et just so Bolated, ina
good way. I felt like this is my
stepping stone, this is my path
to glory, my path to heaven, Tt
wras like D was taking the steps o
heaven on my own, IE was mast
certainly not that way because [
took those sveps with 30 play-
ers and our management and |

justcan’t thank them enough.

“It’s a dream, i1's a dream
come trué, [t puts the icing on
my career and 'm sl just 40
speechless, It's everything I've
wirked for. For everything that
I've been through in my own
lifix, thear kind ol tops it for me. 1t
makes everything =0 much
mare worth it.”

Ttwas a one-sided final, a few
post-half-time  skirmishes
aside, Cork should really have
taken care of business well be-
fore half-time but their game
phan was conservative and their
use of a sweeper robbed them
of the extra forward that mighe
have pushed the game aut of
Galway's reach.

Stiil fencs

Thompsen and (°'Connor were
asteel fence around the middle
and with Orla Cotter icing her
freesatwill, they had access toa
gear Galway conlbdn’t find. All
the same, Galway were able to
stay in touch through the faw-
lesg grriking of Miamh MoGrath
and the hall-time scoreline of

Cambgic

Cork's new

show these old winning
habits: page B

=%

(-8 vo (-4 meant this was more
;Lil contest than it deserved o

And when MeGrath came
Ut 10 ot three more exquisibe
frees after the restart, it looked
for a while like Cark migha
come to regret not having cut
leose when they were in top,

Going into the last quarter,
Galway were only two points
down and ina game of scratchy

The number of titles Cork
b Ao wian, with Seven of
those victorles coming in the
La=t 14 years

goal ang, there was alwa
uq:h::tTﬁmnu high ball ini:
the Cork square could catch
them ot

“We knew their purple patch
would come nnd we knew It
would be tn those first 10 min-
utes,” said Thompson.

“But I suppose that's the dif-
fetence between Cork camogie
and everyone éhse = when the go-
ing pets tough, who's going to

throw in the towel first? It cer-
tainly wasn't us."

Enater Corkery. The dual
hero had been quiet all after-
naan buton 53 minutes, she de-
cided enough was enough. Al-
ter robbing Shauna Healy 35

Ay g per h
er like a bowling ball circling in
an aboneskittle. Though haﬁin-
ish wasn't overly crisp, it was
past Earmer before she coubd
mave. Game done, game dust-

“We made a few mistakes,”
shrugged Thompsen. “But [
mentioned in an articke during
the week that ir's how we recov-
er from mistakes that's golng o
be the big thing. If you can
move on from your mistakes
straight away, put them
youl, that’s what's going 1o win
the game for you. Just put it be-
hind you pnsl move o,

True for sport. True for [ife.



“mGAA  / REBEL LEAVES HER TOUGH PAST
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Every step up those Croke Park stairs =
was cherished by Cork captain Thompson

the fimal and we pukled | desphie ber stick being hroken by
oiat of the bayr, |t wag the two would-be challengers.
samse this year. Then came o lovely score from
“Whon poople know the Tribe sx captoin  Nismsh
vou're down, whol are mm a ball fo her
wou poing 1o do — react or th up the Hogan
stoy il;lw:lﬂ' We most cer- Siand side and the centre=-forward
tainly reacted.” smashed it over on the nen.
From that hi inl on sx
-'-I.I'HHIH' mioufe, it tﬂ%uﬂr 47 min=
Tho first half was  gles for Galway Lo deore from play
largely dominsied by with McGrath’s frees .F.m

B o o 0 o A e

Rl
Lompar Thalvan 7 Far Loy TR Marka matid
1 L Saiva

wiy becakse [ 1ook those sleps
with 39 pl:ﬁmﬁ anl pur man-
ement and [ just can't thank §

o enough.”

ASHLING Thompson
carried a lot of baggage
an her way to lifting the

After all the retiremesis fol- Y

STAPLETON
All-lreland title — but - &
lowing Enst year’s finnl win 3

R LT ¥ T
that's what made the SRR prdotn, (g fulnta |

journey so interesting. : iy the Rebels to once mare
* Hore s & giel whose lile wos sen .{'L'fk -1 Gﬂh‘nﬂ','ﬂ i staml atop the mountain -2
info & downward splral of depres- ALL-IRELAND CAMOGIE FINAL Seplembor,
A s-u:;- aith':h.: tﬁj-ﬂl'li-ht in iuu'ii Galway had bealen
eRAUFInE INe SUGEREGisnt iR the Lecsiders were largely in con- them in the League
back Injuries, before bor pAnar il of, and which was .-rt}._mf_- sare final in Tharles and _ Cork and captain ing the Connach side alive,
then ook his own life in 2002 of by a Briege Corkery ﬁ'”ﬂ' could 08ce more in the first /8 - Thompson got them Their manager  Tony  Waed
Wﬂ"'—'“EH her pick up The gprtually have been thinking s round of the cham- SR Ry §| off ta the perfect sdmitied thoi their sitock was
u E.:. i~ stari afler pouric- hlynted, with Cork number sx

O'Dalfly it was clear o the 4 sccepting the tit aship, but Cork
nalossl eye hal there was a lot of meply v i L m :Dppﬂt when it inf o & ball Gemma O'Connor getting osio a
emotien being released in ihat LA T ey hat broke world of aimless loog balls.
“I¥a o dream It's n dream come ;:Thf.l- £... it felt I:I.Tﬁ']:‘llr‘:ﬁ 'rl::rﬁmh'?- s hEh;ﬁLh; “h;h ? ncares.” e !;ilm ek
- L : me  just Kind of., it lell & e there on, I suppase ) ra¥ spread of scores,” be makd.
Ariae,” said captain Thompsos, *If was no one around me, you know  that’s our hoswer fo defence wero very defensive and closed us

uts the icing on my career and that kind of way? everyone il doubded Yap out all day
T'E};,:'" )Mo mpaClyte “1 felt iu:_t 50 ksolated in o good . | VEE “It just wasn ' our diy, we dide’
everything I've worked for way. 1 felt like this js my slepping  “We fed off that as by Qirl o if gy like wo have diing
Cotter allyearandthat can happen

nnd for everything that I've been  wione, this is my path to glory, my  well, we. love being

through in my own life, that kind  psth to beaven ihe  underdog.  we gquickly r:'nrwmgumhin ind
v ; ga i=-
of dops If for mee. I makes every- © “[ was like | was taking the Jowe boing lhl.tﬁlh]. fallowed cipline by Galway w Orln
ihat upwith 8 Cronin and o the

0 minch mare wardl if.” feps 1o heave ; “In
R Sk moxt Smtelaly s o by S0-yard scare Corlk fally by the hall: 0-8 to 04

i'iHl' & B0-mimute buttle that wos most certalaly nol thil  the same until we gat to
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- Paudie: We
- never lost

GEMMA O"CONMNOR (CORK)
THE cenftra-back aflowed Miamh
MeiSeath bo roam and her Cork
teammates ensured that the
Sarsfields woman couldn domi-
nase. Meanwhile, the Tribe gifs
ksunched a huga amount of aim-
lass ball uphield for O'Connoe,

our belief

B Shane STAPLETON

PAUDIE Murray Insists determination
‘got Cork across tha line at Croke Park

The had to overcome o hige
number of retirements from last season
and Tow expeciad them bo retain tha
Et“-;.thhmmtlu et back to the
u:mlmnﬂmrﬂni wine

b

"

s WE worne a bit all over the place; We didn't paric, _'-_l
we probably had 10 12 13 new girls in the whole: =98
sat-up, and it takes a while for all of them to bed 55

oV
b down.” — CORK MANAGER PAUDIE MURRAY.S mr ot whmr}l.dﬁih“" 1
- oy S e T BT £5 g with the nine footbal tittes —
| / with anaiher final In the ather code ta
4| DUELoitheGAME [ “iEiiissniis
Al o Her -_:%url the likes
. ; of Rana Buckley, allowed Cark contral
ASHLING THOMPSOM (CORK) ¥ HIAMH ithe majerity of ngs at GAA HO
T e i HII.H:HI[I"I" lﬂ#&ﬂﬁhm V “Wo'vea pa nfﬂi:fﬁmu
; captains went haad-1o0- B ampsen . have played in o number =
ot an early score, Kilkenny was the main driving 15 'Hﬂﬁ“w'whh sald
orce for a struggling Galway in that first halt “Wa tnﬂ“mn W wore golng, and
I'd have been disappainted we didn't
“ﬁ%ﬂﬂulmmm in
tralnng, wo woee very facused,
this is o very sirong team men
“We"ve had our knocks in the last few
woars bt they e wiry strong montally,
ng to get back into it —JaEss ﬁ'#nm i )
'{_.'|I-."I lo six points and it F-FJ: milnubes bo WE VE
G M e Dlayers
2 @ distance, | ha;
wes canti: V. Ve
don fram

E

» played in
finals’

i
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I thi hall — wir Wk Wan't
MeGrath threw over three going gets tough, who's golng i :
impressive frees and suddenly  bo threw in the toweel firsi? give fraan and we'll win
the gap was down to the "t errtainly wasn't us:dnd ma disappodntad with that
wiz got the result we wapied.”
mIEI-T'Lm{I."JuTh:-r {fromm play and 8 Cork bosa Paudie Murray “Allish O'Fality was thair danger-
free) pushed the leams rt said his slde would have been ““'T" Fll'l'lﬂllhlldﬂ:ﬂhllhﬂn
onee mare befere Corkery disappointed 1 they hadn't AbSolEe rw '“I I._" s
turned . over ¢ . = ; | arnl'drnﬁdqlhe :,".“m confid y kg
e 0 L = .
“’I‘:E"“"ﬁ?’ﬁr‘i ThJE 15 m‘y Riiseed.; ha twi lﬁ'm ghiuluumrm-m back this
prucial score. previous defeats yoar, she's ly Breught her game up
She raced t!h '!':U Lo Galway this """"‘-“E‘""ﬂlf M.E: ks i
away firog PEAF. ihis taam.” bece =
Aastin et 3 my HT:“]'E:“E m&m:&hnﬂdm but
,! b h-”;r a| tﬂ fimnl was irrebe- Stand to T
E::Teﬂ:" P-": ¥ e TTE-""- "I supposs you have to teke those
Murray sak
goalkesper ven "!'.l.!n:rrl:uldunﬂu

Siursxn Farmer
[ the

contesl,
"W eraew thelr purple patch

roule Lhit- Vvesr
of lﬁ'lnﬂ: 1]
develop a oo af the young-

would come and we loew it fﬁﬁiﬂ:}“ﬂé Tﬁ:ﬂuﬂu& koop going na matier what
would be in those Sew "B of Gemima and Aoife (Murray) "% We mace a few mistakes but 1 men-
uted,” explain we might have come ol the tioned during the week that it's how we

=Hut [ suppose that's the dil-
forence between Cork camogbe
and evervane ebwe — when

ather side” added the Cork
boss

b

a
L |
i
i
i

A

Torment
IS over

as Laols
triumph

Lanis <12
Foscommon 1-&
ALL-IRELAND |R FINAL

LACIS Finally broaght
ihelr Croke Park tos-
mend is an end hy over-
coming Bascommon in

the All-Ireland Junior

n.um:.ﬂ:e linml.
The (FMoore County
girls had losi the previs

ous Lwo deciders anad
the weight of thai hista-
rEl: nppeared to aflect

£

em ad limes,

That said, they bed by
2-5 1o 0=4 ot ibe kner-
vol, thanks Lo fwe goals
in = minwle.

Thee limal neargin was
haed en Kosconumasn,
who were slighily the
beeller skde as the e
to ihe end of e Tirst
guarier an =3 npiece.

Then come the key
persad theaigh.

Sarah Ann Flizgerald
toe=poked 1o the net
alier her penally was
saved by Caroline
Connamghion.

Finished

A minude lader, Loura
Marie Maber fimished
climbeallv.

Annesiie McGeen
slrisck o good poiod hat
Eour wides prevented
Roseommon [rom nsk-
ing lariher inreads.

is [inished the hall
with threo points —
ineluding a wenderful
Elnime Mohony sirike —
to dead by eight poinds.

A goal tvwo minules
afier the resampliion
{ram Minmh Farrell,
fallowed by n poknded
Kelley Hopkins free, got
Eescommean back in il.

However, they could
nod make farther
inreads as Laoks, snd
purlhuhﬂly Flayer of
the Maich Louise
Makony, steppaed id up,

Sho Kepl tse score-
board theking aver with
live farther scores (o

Eiﬂuﬁi.h"““ to ﬂﬁ
- furia_ E bungey

g1y A




Thompson and

Corkin‘Heaven’
as titles stackup

Skipper hails Rebelettes efforts in landing 26th All-reland

GALWAY 0-9

bt

LIBERTY INSURANCE ALL-TRELANLD
SENIOR CAMODGIE FIMAL

BRIEGE Corkery worked the oracle
onee maore for Cork with a 54th-min-
ute goal putting the exclamation
mark on another typleal all-astion
display and sciting the seal on an
historie vietorsy,

The outstanding Rebeleites now
Jobn Dulblin at the top of the champi-
onship medl of hosour with 28 titles,
while Corkery and team-mate Hena
Barckley brought their individual tally
of All-Ireland senbor medals o5 each,
with their sixth camogie success going
alongside nine adies foothall wins,

With & return to Croke Park for
amather footbal] decider in a fortnight
marke] i tee diary, te dual 2iacs will
hiwe anotheer chanoe of adding (o their
remarkable records.

SIGNIFICANT

If Corkery’s play was the ey
one, it owis the displdys of
Gemma O'Connar and Orla
Cotler in particular that
really stood aul, while full-
back Laura Treacy and
skipper Ashling Thomp-
s were dlso slgnifieant
performers,

Thompsan (Fght) wis
quite emotional as she
climbed the Hogan Stand
steps to get her hands on
the O'Duffy Cop, admitting
that it had meant 50 much o
e after hor much-publicised
hattles with depression.

She was intent, however,
od lacing the emphasis on

r_.'

- i 2
o ul;ld.l

the refusal of her tcam-mates to bow
e kneg.

“Unless you break your legs, you
have to keep going,” she smiled at
oae SLage.

“This is what we came here to da,
Exery team gets a purple patch and
wie saidd that at half-time.

“It was nil-nil again. Some people
don't even know the score. We never
Lake any notioe.

“We never threw in the towel and
that's the difference between Cork
camogie and anvone else. When the
going gets tough, who's gaing to throw
the towel in first and that certainby
wasnt us, 50 we gt the result we
wanted today

*That’s the dream come troe and
It puts the icing on my carcer, It
everything I've worked for., for
everything I've been through in my
own life and it tops it for me,

“It was like 1 was taking the steps
i hisvien o6 my oven, but it certainly
isn that way, {1 was) taking the steps
tor hespven with 30 plavers. Cork camo-
gie, our management, everyone, I just

can’t thank them enough.”
Roemarkably, Cork were
chvwn 13 players from
the panel that won
last year's: All-Tre-
land and had lost
twice to Galway
g already this year,
f . bt they secmed
&% tolearn from those
Ea)  [EVErSes,
Certainly, they
dictated terms
completely in the
first half and had
they offioaded a bit
quicker when creating
overlaps, rather than
running into contact,
they would have fed by
more than 0-=8 to O0-4 at
healf-thme,

WENEVERTHREWIN
THETOWEL -THAT'S

Galway certainly secemed off the
pace slightly in the first half as O'Con-
nor hoovered up possession effortless-
Iy, while Cotter came up with some
big plays.

Thompon god the champions off the
mark with an early polnt and Cotter
notched op the first three of seven
points, with Niamh MeGrath landing
a brilliant equalizer fram the left wing
for Galway.

That was to be the Tribcswomen's
afily sooge from play antil Acife Doso-
hue struck and they never carried a
sufficient offensive threat.

MeGrath, who scored all bar that

Donohue point for Galway, kept Tony |

Ward's team in touch, but with Cotter
and Corkery doing the business at
the ofher end, it was dooble scores at
thie hreak.

Galway thundered into the fray after
the resumption. though, and three
podnted frees fram MeGrath, incuding
one from just short of the §5-metre
line, reduced the mangin to one.

The challengers were in foll flow
niow, with Lorraine Ryan in no mood
i yiehd, while Heather Cooney made a
stunning block to deny a certaln goal.

Julin White alse had a goal cormectly
ruled out for o square ball, but Cotter
came up with a big polot from play

ane

W
L 1

o stop the rot and Cork never really
booked back. Once Corkery intepcepled
Shauna Healy's attempted clearance
and raced through to slot calmly into
the Galway net, Cork apened their
shoulders and Thompson landed a
monstrous scare kate on, followed by
& Katrina Mackey point to signal the
start of the celebrations.

“It's huge,” added Thompson. "W
love being the undepdog. We love
being doubted. When people try to
kmock you down, what ane you gonna

? I Lo ,-.l.l-l.l;.;r’.ﬂﬁri
Al T Lo
. +

..-I."‘

!
o '.'.'I_"._"_'

do? Stay down or react and we most
certainly reacted.”

SOOI - Coric Doeitn 0 T Eorkary LA Thompson
O-2 ) Corprin, & Oy, K Mackey (-1 sach, Patwarys N
CORK *1 P - 1 Ll 1R
=& Mesrraey 1P Mackey L Trescy =
T inoanarll MCafalane T 0 Cofte A, Frompion
B o) Wity T, (3 Ergrsin X, K Maciany - H Laonepy B, B Corkary B,
A OrComror T Saine [ {nkolioean B for | ooy G5 sl B
for [ ol liven @0 1.
BALWRY = 5 Easser |, Thiston 1, 5 Dessan T, Hleasey 1,5
Lot T, Sy, L Pt BW Ky T, C Mgtk Bk Detatin
B K ieframy A F el EFoanerty 5 H Dorewt £ 8 [FRediy
& Sz | 021 5 for Finterty i ), S-Cnbunl a8 o Hrady 53 B

Magical Maony brings an end to Laois’ finals misery

LADIS

A s s L
T INAURAN il

E e ALL-TH
PREMIER JUNIOR CAMOGIE

FIMAL
TWO gonls in the space of 70 first-
hndf seconds decided this cnoounter

in favour of Laois, earndng the

midlanders their first All-Ineland
Junfor title,

The final margin ws very
hard on a Koscommon beam thal
coniributed plenty to U game bt
Just lucked a clinical edge in attack,
The Connacht representatives
Izt by 13 polnts when the sides met

im the group stapes, but there
was nothing one-sided about
thiz affair, despite the final
ANATEIN.

The teams were locked
an 0-3 each when Laois -
bed by team capiain Niamh
Dwdlard {right) - made the
definitive move at the end of
the first quarter.

sarah Ann Fitzgerald toc-poked
to the: et after her penaliy was
initally saved by Roscommon
poalkeeper Caroline Connaughton,
i i mimete later Lavra Marie
Maher finished elinically after
killing the sliotar beilltantly witl
heer e,

That kept Laois in front
evien as they endured
significant bouts of
pressune from the
weslernen.
Annette MeGaecpey

struck a good point,
but foue whdes
prevented Roseommon
from making further
Inroads.

Instead, despite playing seoond
fiddle for neost of the second
quarter, Loois finished with three
paints, incloding a wenderful
Elaine Mahony strike from 60
mietres, o lead at the interval by
2-6 to (-4,

Roscomman were on top early in
the latter period too, and a well-
taken goal two minutes after the
resumption from Niamh Farretl,
folbowed by a pointed Kelley
Hopkins free, got them kack into
the game.

However, they could mot
capitalise on the good work of
midfielder Rachel Fitzmaurice amd
half-back Susan Spillane, and paid

the price as player of the match
Louige Mahony showed how it was
done.
The Harps' sharpshooter ralsed
bl Shi Kactdha tocratiust
L sCOfe
theking ever with flve further

scores to bring her tally to nine and
end Laois” run of two losing finel
appearances in memorablbe fashion.
Player of the Match: Loulse Mahony
[ Lavois)

SCORERS -Lsahcl -8 (P Sl Fitrpéritin, 1 M
e |0 et £ty i o Bt [Hl pach.
‘Rearpmengn; W Hepdoay 04 O A8 R Famel P 0LA
0 Bl each

LA, = L Dhorvntr, B i, B A focie £
Mepbwiwty, E DLy, 5§ Creagh, O Pavrbistie, 54 Finpmal=s
N Dol L Py, 4 00pa A B, LM Mibar, A Lourg-
For IDea T4 C Whal s bor Cinag

ma

4 Mgl for Brarke

ROBCOPRNON - C oy lade, 3 Cole. A
B Spatane, 0ty Beocte, N iy, Firmmer e
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THOTS: CORE SHOTS: GALNWARY

Bray shines
Lilywhites' f

ghtn

WATERFORD 2-9

KILDARE 1-5

Daragh O Conchulr

LIBERTY INSLIRANCE ALL-IRELAND
CAMOGIE INTERMEDLATE FIMAL

WHILE the scaring rate wasn't
particularly high, the heavy rain
that persisted for mostof this
game had much to do with that.

5o, too, did the defensive
structures of hoth sides, with
Hildare drawing two half-
forwards deep and Niamh
Rockett filling a similar role for
Waterford.

Ii was Kildare that started
best, with a third-minute goal
from Noclle Enrley, followed by
points from Melissa Lyons and
Emer Reilly.

Waterford, starting with
five minor plavers, gradually
settled inta the game, though, as
Lorraine Bray and Trish Jackman
got on top around midiield and
seored 2-4 without reply.

Reth Carton got Waterford
off the mark and she followed
up from a free before Bray and
Jennfe Simpson reduced the
margin toone

Thelr first goal came in the
28th minate, when Aisling Power
showed good strength before
rifling into the Kildare net.

The second arrived twa
minntes into the second half,
when Beth Carton sent a powerful
shot beyand the Lilywhite
defenders from an angled 20m
frec and it was Waterford's Lo lose

for the Kildare captain, Susie

of the game, and though she
followed up with another

the final say.

- had leoked =0 dangerous earky on.
It boeoke un il the 52nd minute

Wwraps in general play while also
sweaping and disinbuting affectnsy,
A powerlul forca in Cork's defenca.
TURNING FOINT

The gams was on a knilg-edge unil
Briege Corkery pouncad for a 54th
nm-[pal bo finaily put some dayilght
betwean the sdas.

TALHING FOINT

The Cork comeyor belt of talent =

e
= 9@

g Bull Sped *;’“a
i 10 LB 122 iS5 1 O

S bt ot s afiereps, Ao o Crreatr e e o e gty
SCORING TIMELINE

clzarty in full flow, &5 they wena
withaaul 13 pliryers from the pansd
that won tast years All-instand, i
lociks good lor their lubure.

¥Carroll, to get her first score

excellent effort three minates
Iater, it was Waterford that had

Fittingly, the closing credits

work by Carton to slot her third
point from play, just as she was

or Waterford as
ot enough

announccd as player of the
match.
Player of theMateh: Lorraine Bray
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are tried hard, but ackman and Bray. = ¥ bz Excigtt
they just couldn’t get enough The former slotted a free DEMOTE  waang. Ao Comil ¢ i T
possession to the forwards that Bray profited from tremendous Ly, B Cermn, EFarnill, £ Fonds, 0 Samiusy, L Keat
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MACGIC MOMENT
Awordertul, deft touch by Ashing
&= she killed the shotar
from a Gabway sieling to s up a
poir e Ber Side.

REFWATCH

Apar fecam blowing for a free fusl as
Galway were sconing a poind, Fay
Killy had a good game. it was
redreshing thad b aliowed the
phyysical exchanges to develap.
WHAT'S NEXT?

The championship s over @nd Cork will
by Fhinking af thrae-in-a-row nesd yoar,

T80
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Davagh O Conchdic [Ediioral)
Aok Camoll {Staty)
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Toliftthe
O'Duffy
Cupisa
dream
come
true’

WRITTEM aff, nat & hope of winning the All-lre-
land this year, oo many experienced players
EOTHE

Just gome of the words used 16 describe Cork
alter thelr boss to Galway in the league Minal ear-
lier this year.

Even coming into the final, as defending cham-
pions, e words on most people’s lips was il was
Galway's to bese. In fadrmess you coubdn't blame

Vhom as they had defeated Cork twice already
and were unidefeated all year - until yesterday!

Cork at Croke Park are a different prospect
anid onee again they proved that yesterday. Even
before the ball was throw in they had the ugr
hand as Galway seemoed nervons and maybe feel-
ing the pressare affor those wins,

As Cork captain Ashling Thompson noted, not
toeo many of the Galway shde loaked her in the
face when they did the customary hand-shake
before the game, almast &8 i they had a fear of
losing rather than winning.

And once the ball was thrown in Thompson sed
the tempo as she laid dovwn o marker with the
first seore o say thatl her side weren't going
home empty handed. For the first 10 minutes or
a0 she was all over the E.Em:h. helping her defence
1.'.'11.;1: needed and up the other end to set up at-
tachs.

To say she played a captain’s robe is an under-
statement and Thompson ensuced Cork got the
start they nestded as they led from start to finizh,

A conple of weeks ago, after they beat Tipper-
ary, she posted a pictiure on instagram of the
OrDaaffy Cap on her sofa al home, saying that i
wis staying there for another vear and yester-
divy she kept her Pmmisr.-.

For Ashling, Cork's win was a dream comp
true to walk up those steps as captain of her
colnty to culminate what has been a great yoar
for her.

After the league final Cork were slated for
their defence display and the feeling was the Gal-
way forwards were way too stiong and would get

the Better of them toe ensure the cup headed their
way. Well, simply pul, they were wrong, &8 o a
player they stood ap and were counted as Gal-
way only scored two points from play for the en-
tire game, Add in the fect that outside of Nismh
Merath, the only other Galway player to scope
was Aoile Donohue, who got one of their two
poinis from play - it tells its own story,

Players like Molly Dunne and Adlish O"Rellly
who were expecied to run the defence ragged
weors virtually non-existent and hardly got a
=nibfT of a scoring chance all through.

Thompson was full of praise for her defencs
afterwards and sabd (that oven after e boss in the
lzagme final sl never donlvtied them.

“To walk up those steps and L the O°Dofly
iCup 1= an absohebe dream come tre for me and
it's a feeling that is wirtually impossible to put
into words. The girls that stepped onto that Deld
e it hing and never threw in the towel,
you know 1 the difference. when the going

Yet another title for

. _ﬁ. S
ke

|

Captain Ashling Thempsen with supporters after de-
feating Galway. Pieture: Eddie 0'Hane

Match analysis

gets tough vou have Lo be up for it and they all
ware today.

“No matter how bad the situation might get, if
you don't throw in the towel and Keep going.
ke?p ﬁ;ﬂﬂ}_lrm. hmi]: hﬂlﬁlh!%ﬁuﬁmil I?:all: I:I}Il:‘;tj."fil: ore
ault and that's what they . AN By
tough, especially in the forward line, they got PUREJOY: Laura Treacy s elated after defeating Galway in the All-Ireland W“Em”mm
fiattened at times and they picked themselves — Park yesterday, -

m-'."ﬁ up and kept going and that's the difference
really.

-1-3 get the opening score was an achievernent
for me and to score two points on this stage is
something I will tfeasnre forever

Three reasons Cork won

“But defensively 1 thought we were outstand- 1. Galway's gam phmﬂu}wwpwﬁ
ing, when vou leok at the lkes of Leanns O'3ul- Cork's mlﬂ:ﬂ#ﬁ il
livan and Meabh Cahalane who never played in Cork's defence amd run at them wms

Croke Park before and to ploy ke that was unbe-
lievable and add in Laura Treacy who is only 20
and its a huge credit to them to put in a perform-
ance like that.

“Gemma O'Connor, an absolutoicon of the

IM' : i . wd e
 Even Niamh Kilkenny's few bursis in the
"2, Cork's midfield: Cork won %

‘hands down an

game, who was outstanding from start to finish, _ £ ng Thempson and C

as was Rena Buckley beside her. Cobior wers Eﬁﬁf It mﬂmm
“Pameola Mackey ls one of the toughest de- ant to minimise Niamh Kilkenny’s influence

fenders ever to have marking you and like the fone from the outses, The

rest she was brilliant and they proved the
doubters wrong with their display, )

“And behind them yvou have the experience of
Aeife Murray guiding them through the game
and to keep a side like Galway to just two Is
from ]?..Lﬂ}" shows just how well they playel,

'Dl::l <4 Endﬁrli uea? laﬂdei:': I:utstnp :&Brﬁﬁﬂ

rkery i again as she got our when i I Ashi
Galway were threatening fo come back at us. Rena Buckley and Briege l:ﬂ!t"’: ﬁm g - a ——
That's just Briege for you, she mightn't scem fo Picture; i — i —
be on the ball & lot in a game but she works 2o
hard anid 'n'imn":.mu nesd it she will come up with

e g b o e ceome. | Al|-Ireland: Story of the Game

halfl Ash Egadmiﬂudhihel;‘msnhﬂ unsteadly E:ﬂ
her fieet afterwards, but there was no way she
was coming off the pitch. Turning Point: With just two points separ- Ref Watch: Ray Kelly did OK. He Elwgnﬂ
“] got a bit of a bang and my head was ringinga | ating the sides on 53 minutes the persistent  clean heavy hits go which was positive o
hit, bt thete was no way 1 was leaving, although | Breige Corkery got a stick to Shauna Healy's  on the flip side blew for a few soft ones
when I was being presented with the cup Teould | cloarance, gathered, bore down on goal and  both sides. ! =
hardly hold the mike as T was fecling it then. clinically finished. Game over. Entertainment: This may not ml-:e Fal'“ "
“Hut that doesn’t matter now, the ocup I8 Player of the Match: While Orla Cotter  one of the best camogie finals in e
coming home and thankfully T have man H} i% airnng mntatlhdﬁnr, lr]:m: S%ﬁﬁfﬁ]ﬁ E:llrlr: bﬂlli!:::incap ?:.E:‘];E:r ur:::]., i
: » s tch award i poin : i to
lljeull- my instagram promise,” concludsd As %l‘nr:abtu ml nl’ﬂr e ra Mty thind R plorp e By ety

unerring Orla Cotier was once again

e T

M. i |- cak-
That she did and with this side growing inma- | tection of them like a mother protecting her  utes {including acdit scoring 1-1 ¢
turity don't rule them eut from making it three- | young, physicality, inspirational and intelli-  tainly spiced things up. We'll {ake the title

inv-a-row, but that's for snother day. For now let | gent play makes her a worthy winner. whichever way It plays ot 7/10
the celebrations continue! . -




Cork 1-13
Galway 0-9
CORK drew level with Dublin on

26 titles after claiming back-to-
back All-Irelands in Croke Park

yesterday.

It was never in doubt as Ashling
Thompsan tore oot of the blocks for
Cork, on the ball no fewer than four
times within the opening two minutes
“E ﬁ.:iﬁl:ﬁlmt;r four palnts
i clal ok

ited the teams at the hmlﬁi-i. mrslegar
way brought it back to ape, Galway
were struggling and relying on frees to
keap them in the game.

Cork’s defence were as disciplined
ummlﬂdﬂnﬁhl‘[ﬂﬂﬂﬂham
barracks led by Corporal Gemma
(¥ Connor, whl:l controllsl her troops

the cenire

Erfﬁ Efﬂﬂﬁ&“ﬁfﬂﬁu and
worg f o
find a free player running through the
MILN WeTE bezl.rmfnﬁq_ltﬂrﬂ af their gamp

n the opening

: Galgu.-p:}- wera [inding the goin
tough, relying too mach on & cou e-
MNiamh I'I:Iikennr runs and Nia
MeGrath at centre-forward. Hnllr
Danne and Laura Treacy were having

At Croke Park

Linda
Mellerick

a right battle, Treacy recelving a yel-
lnweaﬂj'nn'hutmunrd.tuwcards
positive and this was one of those,

Keeping Dunne sconiless wns a mag-
nificent feat.

Galway just couldnt find a way
through, they hit a brick wall. Cork
held their positions, refused fo get
dragged around and plcked up whom-
EVeT CAIf®

WaY.

Galway didn®t scom to' have a game
plan. This is how Cork play yet
didn't know how to deal with it It's
common knowledge that Cork will
hold their defence so trying to pull
them out and run at them when out-
numtbered wasn't golng to work.

Of all le to leave unmarked for
much of the game - Gemma O°Connor
- one wonders what Galway wers
thinking. Creating space oulside and
pleking off seores from distance or
playing 15 on 15 ware theic options.

Under ficree pressure, Galway's
final delivery was poor and Aoife Mur-

ray was only oo happy to gather com-

fortably
The championz conld have been
further af the break; 08 to 0.4,

Just four points had come from play -
the gxcellent Orla Cotter striking four
frees - but Cork looked very threaton-
ing Galway's defence couldn’t domore
than what they wera doing.

Siebhan Coen and Lorraine Ryan
wiere doing thelr best under intense
pressure and even though scores

weren't plentifinl for Cork’s inside six,

thedr work-rate was ¢ 5
Julia White time and again drew de-
fenders, taking the ball into contact.

Her team-mates were running inte

open spaces, Two points from Orla
Cronkn and Bri rkery on elther
shde of an Orla r free -Epllumim:l
the space Cork wene creating.

Evenas Galway pulled the game
back to a polnt within six minates of

the resum tlnn. it wasn't a hugely
worrying factor. Yet anything can
happen 8o when Cotter pointed on 44
minutes, Cork's first scope in 20, it was
a crucinl one.
Despite Cork seeming dominant,
Iy twe points separated the sides
seven minates remalning bat, as
ax . Cork would finish sirong.
en Shauna Healy's attempted clear-
ance was blocked by Brieps Corkery
and she gathered to strike to the net it

relentless Rebels

Picture: Eddie 0Hare

was game over. A arry of peints from
Aamy O'Connar, Thom and Katri:
na Mackey displaved {hedr flair,

This was one of Cork's sweetest
titles. Thelr final debutanis were ex-
cellent, the hlend of experience and

th now making this team a formi-
able force. An incredible achiey-
ement by Pandie Murray and his team.

Far those watching the big screen,
Ashling's Thompson's hand and
sgueeze on the shoulder of each of her
team-mates as they greeted the Presi-
dent spake volumes. Cork woren't
golng to lose this one, In front of a
crowd of 16,610 this was a mighty
achievoment and one which will be
whdaly colebrated in Cork as the team
bring the O°Duffy Cup back to Leeskde.
mmmnm«wmﬂ Ic-urluir:rl:
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Buckley enjoyed latest win just as much as her first

DESPITE the huge success that has come her way
Cork defender Rena Buckloy enjoyed every minute
of yesterday’s victory in Croke Park and refished it
as much as her frst

“Every final is spocial and 1 really don't think

bout it I to play in Croke Park is a great
gxparbenua no matter how many tme you play
there, it is won * shx sabid,

Al the start of the year Carkl were a feam in tran-
sitlon ﬁ%ﬂlul nrﬂth;dmnﬁhmthln: that
k them & 16 ged to grips -
e after last vear's final we lost o lob

=Nk,
of top quality players at one stage as the year

REACTION
B Mary Newman

unfolded you wonld be afraid to switch on the phoao
in case semeong else had decided to call it a day, The
yvounger girls thal cime into the squead wore fantas-
tic, they worked really hard and integrated well into
thi: panel and in no e at all it was all systems go”
sl sl

Bena folt having lost twice fo Galway during the
vear was a great incentive for Cork o drive on and
retaln the tithe.

“I suppose aa bost to Galvay in the leaguee Mnal
and we were disappainied to have done so, but tho
focus was always on retaining the All-Traland. That
wms our goal all year,” shie addad,

Speaking abaond the players who made thelr Croke
Park debot Rena lad luage pealse for tham all,

“Up front, Amy 0'Connor, Hannah Leoney and
{rla Cronin were superb and played with huge con-
fidence, In defence [ had Leanne O'Sallivan and
Kleabh Cahalame around me and they wene anazing,

“They all played with hisge maturi ﬂndm
to et them all win their frst All-D an
the field ol play twrming in great displays,”



| Galway haid
ﬂ'nmp;w'ln

recruits who

Paudie Murray celebrates victory at Croke Park. Picture: Eddie O'Hare |

Murray hails new

stepped up to the
mark in Croker

Calm and collected as ever,
you would ke forgiven for
ihinking that what his sida
had just achicved had gone &
bit over his head.

Yet when Cork manager
Pandis Murray spoke, there
was no doubting the huge
pride he was fecling in the
achievement of making it
hack-to-back ththes succersos.

*] am absolutely thrilled
for the girls. They deserve
huge credit. They were deter-
mined not to relinguish this
title and the way they played
showed just how much it
meant {o them.”

Murray paid tribute to his
players, in particular (o new
oives who came in to the side,
=W hud to re build our panel
following a ket of refirements
after last year's win and we
brought in a lot of young girls
and they settled in to the
sguad and really worked
hard to nail down places on
ihe team.

"“With every game they got
better and better and con-
timuwed to improve and their
confidence grew and the
more experienced players
wore superh as 1hn:i'ch:.-lped
the young ones settle in and
made them part of it.”

Mwrray was full of praise
for his backmoom team. “We
alze hid (o bulld a new back-
roommn team and the lads who
cami in deserve huge credit,
thoy worked so hard. [t is not
casy to come in o 4 set-up
and maybe have somaone
say. “oh we did it diffecent to
that lest vear”,

“They stuek to their task
and got the very, very bost
oul of the gguad and 1 am 5o
thankful o them all, | had
great faith in every one of
theem amad they didnt let us
down.

*Mo words can thank them
cnough and it [s important
that they are all acknowl-
eiljred,”™

Keflecting on the %:nuu.
Paudie aaid they were happy
being just four points ahead
at the interval, despite hav-
ing dictated matiers for most
of the first hall’

“At holf time we sat down
and went over it and we felt
that if we could stop giving
away frees we woald win it,
usl one point

first half and
we knew our defence would

CAMOGIE
H Mary Newman

continwe o stand up to any-
thing that was thrown at
m%rg in the ﬂnmn'ld IJIJI-!"

¢ game’s only goal was
scored by ane of Em'h mast
decorated and experienced
players, and Paudie said he
Enew there was something in
Briege Corkery.

“1 suppose | know Briegs
for 20 years or more and
knew once she gathersd pos-
session she would go for it,
To be fair, she wvasn't having
one of her better days but
Briege is Brioge and you
write her off at vour peril.

“1 knew all through there
was something in her and
ghe never leis us down. She
worked hard o get in to the
pame and her workeate was
the thing that saw her dispos-
sess the Galway defender
and she showed huge experi-
ence and maturity to side
step her and go for goal.

“That was it. | knew we
wollidn't be bested then, the
gl was a huge seore for us.™

Pauwdie also praised his
captain Alsling Thompson.
The Milford midfielder
opener the scoring with a ter-
rific point, adding another in
the finale, and worked her-
self into the ground in be-
tweamn.

“She really wanted to win
thiz one.

“She ke this morning
and really got the show on
e o, leading by éxample
with the Arst score of t
game;: She drove the team on
aned keft af it atl through and
I'm delighted for her.”

Through the entire season
Paudie Murray ha=s hagl his
crities, being told his side
was in transition; there were
too many retirements, and
the young players weren't
god emouph,

Yesterday he showed once
again what a good manager
hie is, a shrewd operator and
a grant Cork man.

Let's hope the powers that
e cpedit that this year when
the end-of-year plaudits are
being handed out, having
been overlooked in fvour af
Limerick's intermediate vic-
tory Lust year, he surely s
pow the manager of the ca-
mogie year,

orkery: My

Rory
Noonan

WINNING an All-Ireland final is a
very special feeling but for two
players yesterday it was an extra
special day.

They won thelr sixth camogie and add
in nine more foom ladies foothall each
and between them Briege Corkery and
Rena Buckley now have 30 senjor All-
Ireland medals between them.

And they can increase that in two
weeks' time as both will be key s
for the ladies football side as they bid
o meake it 10 titles in 11 years as they
take on Dublin in the fnal.

If they manage it, and the Dubs will
be serious foes, they'll have collected
six sonior camoghe and 10 senjor foot-
ball prizes each.

But even with all those medals this
one seamed sxtra special for both of
them. Perhaps it was the fact that
many had written this side off, due to
the loss of a number of experienced
plavers, but afterwands the normally
unflappable Corkery seemed a bit
dazed at the win. . .

“It's just amazing to win, it just
hasn't sunk in vet. Yoo know with so
many players having lelt we were
written off by & ot of people. But every
one of the players and management
stood up and we showed today what we
are capahle of.

=“For Rena and myself it’s a special
day. Weare lucky that we have boen in-
volved with a bunch of girls that want
to win. They showed that again today.

“The two of s just love playing ca-
mogie and football and it's not really
about the two of us, but the whole

e o haie Boan TS afH”

il to have

Talking about her goal, a crucial
seore, she jokingly said: "Pawdie Mur-
ray, team manager, put his hands in
hi= head when e saw me with it a 'm
not a goalscorer, 1 nearly had to blow it
across the lime bt € v it did.

“We are o this win and
the homecoming and then it will be
back down to training on Wednesday
as W for the huge task of tak-
ing on Dublin in the foothall final,
concluded Briege.

Echoing her sentiments Rena said:
"“Tt's fantaxtic to hear people !a!I:m:
about it now, but to be honest it's not
something I would be thinking about.
But now that the game is over it'sa

£ 5 ¥

0'Conmor celebrates her goal, (which was disallowed) against Galway during the All-Ireland
amogie final at Croke Park yesterday.

Julia White and twins Katrina and Pamela Madkey with jubllant Cork

Cork fans Millie, Zara and Clodagh Bowls frem

fans, Pic: Edde Orifane Paoture;

thelr day at Croker. :



Briege Corkery blasts home her goal against Galway during the All-ireland senior

camogie final at Croke Park.

great feeling to have won and every
one of them is really special.

“This one means a lot as at the start
of the year we weren't too sure what di-
rection we were going with the players
we logt, but the win over Kilkenny in
the sami-final was massive and this
ane is the icing on the cake.

“whe were slanghtored by a lot of
people after the league final loss, and
probably rightly so, but both the
players and management put in a lot of
work and it paid off today. We will
enjoy this one for a few days before
tarning our attentions fo Dublin in two
weeks time,"” concluded Rena.

One of the younger players in the
side, full-back Laura Treacy, picked up

orla .:mh breaks from Galway's Ciodagh McGrath during their win

yesterday evening.

Pic: Eddie O'Hase

her second senior medal and was thril-
led to do so, especially after that league
final loss.

“There Is abeplntely no words fo de-
scribe that feeling of winning an All-
Imoland final. Galway's forwards cut
through usin loapee . but we wera
prepared for that today. For thie last 10
minutes of the first-half they were
starting to do soagain, but half-time
came at the ripht time {or us s we re-
grouped and thankfully, thankfiully we

o come out on top.

“1t's just unbelievable towin and as T
said a fecling that is Impossible fo put
intn words,” concluded Laura, a new-
comer last season and now a back-io-
back medallist.

Fiic: Edelie (FHare ;
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Gemma 0'Connor tackles Galway's Clodagh MeGrath
Pictere: Eddie 0'Hare

.

Julia White drives past Galway's Siobhan Coen during the All-reland
final

Picture: Eddie Oriane

Meabh Cahalane and Gemma 0'Connor.

Pictire: Eddie 0'lare

Key Rebel players
delivered on the big
stage as Galway
have no answer

AQIFE MURRAY: One of
the best, il not the best,
keepers in the game at the
moment and her cool head,
on the rare eccasion she was
troubled set the tone for
those outside. Caught a
number, of high balls played
in' with ease and set up a
number of attacks with her
Accuracy from puck-outs. 8
PAMELA MACEEY: Oneof
the toughest and meanest de-
:.Ind;ra in the ﬂme._[::lgiﬂ
ve hor opponent an in

through and made & number
of key interceptions as well. &
LAURA TREACY: They suy
you can't put an old head on
young shoulders, but Laura
proved that 'l-'I‘UﬁE yesler-
day. To keep a talent like
Molly Dunne scoreless isa
huge achiovement. &
LEANMNE D"SULLIVAN:
She was one of the plavers
under pressure after their
league final loss to Galway,
Testerday she proved any
doubters wrong. B

RENA BUCKLEY: IU's no
great surprise that Rena
picked up her sixth All-Ire-
land camoghe medal yester-
day. A model of consistency
and one of the toughest
players to get the better of
and she proved that again

vesterday. §
GEM.M.I OCONMOR: The

player of the game, as Simple
a5 that, She dominated from
centre-bisck and didn't put a
foot wrong for the hour. A
display that any player
wouild, and should, be proawd
of as she bed by example from
shart to finish. 9

MEABH CAHALANE: It's
naf easy playing in wour first
All-Ireland final, but Mealh
showeod a maturity way
beyomd her young years and
f= gure to be & star for many
yiars for the Rehels. 8
JULIA WHITE: Switched to
the half-forward line and
played her part in Cork’s
win, Troubled her marker all
through and though she
didn"t =core was inwoelved in
setting up a numbier of seores
for her side. B

ASHLING THOMPSON: As,

goom as the ball was throw in

FLAYER RATINGS
@ Rory Noonan

the Cark eapinin stamped
her authority on this game.
Got the gamt's opening score
as she laid down a marker
that they weren't going 1o be
beatan. 9

ORLA COTTER: One of
Cork's most consiatent
players and her accuracy
froam frees was also cruckal Lo
their win. A frightening skght
for any defender when she
starts running at you. 4
OHRLA CRONIN: Was up
against Shauna Healy, one of
Galway's top players, amd &s
well a5 curbing her m!']lﬁm:e
got & groeat point as well, d
HANMNAH LOONEY:
Worked hard until she was
snbstituted, but would be the
first 1o admit this was not her
best game for Cork. 7
BRIEGE CORKERY: Class
will always come through
and Briege i3 slmply class,
Wasn't having her best game
aver for Cork, but kept going
and canve up with the cruckal |
score s she burst through |
{or the goal that Killed off any
chince of Galway comeback.
a8

AMY O'CONNOR: Worked
tirelessly from start 1o finish
as she played her role over
the 60 minutes. Even when
she lost possession she
hounded the Galway defence
as they tried to clear their
lines. &

EATRIONA MACKEY:
Moved out aroand midffeld
early in the game to give
Cork a hold of the game and,
like Amy, worked tirelessly
all throngh for her side. One
af the hardest players in the
game to mark as she is con-
gtantly on the move. 8

SUBS

EIMEAR O°'SULLIVAMN:
Harl a big say in the outcome
whon she came on early in
the second-half as she helped
turn it back in Cork’s favour
when Galway threatoned a
coimichack, 7

Marta VWalsh came on for the
Inst two minutes at not long
coough o be rated,




Revamped

Cork make

transition

look easy

e

mut,.-rmm Soune Camoge nal
1-13
EMWI'I' 0-9

Eoghan Cormican @
Croke Park

I-h.-m.- af the championship in
ate June and mid-July, no-
body could have foreseen that
two months down the line the
OrDaefTy Carp woatld be on its
way to Leeside for the 28h
time.

Indeed, this latest siccess
brings Cork level at the head

GAMEZone
Galway v Cork

k § Loimar

ETHumben 1 S0eret A W Commary
WA easer BB Corlery L H Lostaiy

af camogie’s roll of henour :
with Dublin. Further history |!5ism-.- f:cm Iﬁﬁ
was created by Briege Corkery
o b godng fora and Rena Buckley, the dual 4, H My 4, € Metegth
team supposedly in ?m]r fﬂ:"ﬁ"ﬁ'mﬁ?m All- b A Tpoen B0 Cobter
transition. reland medal — n Camo-
Corkstalwart Rena  gie and nine in ladies football E:Em .fku-hm B DY
Buckloy joked underneaththe — bringing them level sith i el
Hogan Stand yestorday even-  Dubliner Kay Mills, wlso Won 0. fissedy  MMDwmse 15 A TRy
ing that she waz afradd toopen 15camogie All-Irelands across 4 L@5s@ean 10 Teeacy 1, P Michey
a single camogie-relabed text three decades from 1942-61,
miessage over the winter such And while Buckley hardly 1A iy
wis tha miass eeioddas from E:I a fool wrang at right-half ————
their All-Irelind-winning ch, it was Corkery who de- Sy e
giguiat, livered the game-defining
Departing the scene were seore, making and finishing the dam would give.
ltiple All-lreland winners the sele majer of this final on Therealter, Cork
Jenny ﬂL-l:;L:r_l.' Anna Geary, & minutes, throvgh. Earmeyr 1o bt 311
Jeanne ('Callaghan, Sara Galway full-back Sarah rd to push away an Amy
Hayes, Joanne Casey, and Dervan had thrown a loose E?mnnr shot on 55 minuates,
Angela Walsh. The exitof six ~ pass to contre-back Shauna the corner-forward flinging  °
vastly experienced players Healy and when her grougd- aver thie rebound.
From Pawidie Murray's sef-up stroke was intercepted by Miamh McGrath, a= she hac
heralded a new era for Cork Corkery, the full-forward done throughout, posted the
camnsde, stnrting roles found herselfl in the clear 30m  Galway response. Ilm5
handed to relative neweomers  from goal. Head down, there  little by this juneturs, thnugh
Urla Cronin, Hannah Looney,  wastobeno stopping Curlmn- Cork were alreadyoutthegap.  ing, butit was further forward  Opting to employ a bao- Thiz wmammnpmmd the
Amy O'Connor, Méabh Cahal- - Galway goalkesper Susan Captain Ashling Thompson,  where the problems lay, They  woman full-forward line freed
ane, and Leanne O'Sullivan - Earmer unable to keepout her  who was among their most in-  finished the game with just ~ up Orla Cotter as a third mid- h'ltt.‘.‘rn mmnﬁ
this spring. bow dedve, fluential players in the first two scorers and two points fielder and the St r:.a- reduce the deficit to the TIIEHI!
Doubts remained, howeover, e green flag moved Cork period, and Katriona Mackey  from open play, centre-for- therine's pla Er e, O-8 ta 0-7. Bul they
as to whether the now breed 1-10 to 0-8 clear, Galway'sre-  rounded out a seven-polnt ward McGrath hitting eight of  with 0-7 besi couldn't find an equaliser a5
Funﬂdjn:apahly fill the gaps left  sistance finally broken, win, nine white flags. mme-m:eun'a] toalmost  Cobber landed Cork’s first
Tean last year, Their defence bad been sub- *1 felt like this is my step- McGrath was excellent every score they hit score in 19 minutes when has.
ME‘." 'igtnn o Cork hu.dmm]:urt- joct 1o relentless pressune ping stone, thizis my path to  from the placed ball, but af- Five from the stick of Cotter  sling Niamh Kilkenniy out af
Aty extended the county’s from the Cork forward unitall  glory, my path to heaven,” forded far too much freedom  and mcapm&m Orla Cro-  possession,
FJ"-“& on amogle's summit.all - afternoon long and while they  sald Thompson of her ascent  to Cork centre-back Gemma  nin, Cotter added her fifth free
1 Iﬂ' J:W'rlﬂr given their climb wd*-:hmrabiymthnmd up the steps of the Hogan O'Connor who was excellent Brﬁﬂa Corkery mﬁ thereafter and when Cork-
:]-"-" vdl from a very low base. Heathor Cooney's Staned. as a defensive anchor, Behind  ning cham su-ntumm ery's goal arrived, it was game
l{lnfgarndnndnul-thmmhl in  block on Juliec White's goal Out on the field sat a devas-  them, Pamela Mackey carried  front by half ime. They OVET,
the league final against Gal-  drive on 34 minutes a |Tl|i":|‘ﬂ' tated Galway team. Their de- - outa superb containment job  shoubd have been further Mew Cork, same outcome.
way, and '-:J hen the Tribes- cosm of their stubborn deter-  fence, in particular Cooney, on Ailish O Reilly. clear having been camped in
ﬁﬁr‘!nﬁn :n:nh Wexford inflicted  mination not to bend the Sarah Dervan and Lorraine At midfield, the winners the opposition halffor muchof  geosers for Cor: O Cone: 07 (08
in the rotmd-robin knee — It was inevitable that  Ryan, never stoppedfire-fight-  simply steamralled Galway, it 30 minuabes, ey B Cowioary (1-1]; A Thompsen 2
Lively Laois see off gritty R
Laois 2-12 i.!.“;f"”""’ Insurance All-Tre- =E':- tn?‘ godls in a minute from v Maher A Loughman.
Roscommon 1-6 ﬂ:allit‘r.'mh.r Junior camogie L:tr:?n hq::‘l:& Ii:'é:lzhri;r{ira]d and m__g Mortenas for O°Dea [21), C
All-ireland premier junlor | The O°Moore County girls  Niamh Farrell had a conso- ; s
| camogie final had lost the provions two de.  lation goal for the losers.
. ey e chders and the weight of thal  Scorers for Laois: L Mahony 0-0TH): m‘;mhc%
Daragh O Conch history appearced to affect A Frzgpemid, LW Mahor 1-0each; E Ma MJM-HMﬁmenH
g nchair them st times as they sought Mo N Dollwd, A Burke 0- pach Hophina, A McGesnay. A Brennan, ¢
Croke Park te shake off {heir gritty oppo- ﬁ:;ll?g m.: 0 Curly, N Farpl, F Conreli-Jones
nanis, ; ] VA MeGosry, Stz M Fannan lor Connall-Asnas
Laois finally brought their  Indeed vou could hardly say = Somoy 01 sach e g gy rad
Croke Park torment to an end  they were dominant in the mmm ““M-Hﬂﬂ'mﬁg for Cuthey [57), W MoCoimack dor Faml
by nve% first half and yet they led by 2- ?ﬁﬁumim Eﬁpﬁn e E X e
but profligate in & to 04 af ie interval thanks  Doliard, L Maberr A OOoa, A Burke,  Refeme: G Coultor [Downd




EYES OM THE PRIZE: Cork’s Katriana Mackey tries tog
Heather Cosney dizring the Libierty Insurance Alkh
Champlanship finad ot (roke Park, :

e K Mutsosy, & O'Cadvat, O Crgaoan {041
Soonss fow Gadway: N MoGrath (-8,
T tepea); A Dosnogies (01}
L Traaey: L
‘Cannor, M

COMR: A Mustay; P
¥ Gulivgn;, It Buckiey, G :
Cohatene; O Cotior, A Thomgson: J

(Dunina, &

Buba: J GE ke Firelrty (HT), 5 Catalan
Tor R Hiwwgily fior G MoGiraih
)M il for Ourna J52).
Rarlatess: F Eay (Fdine

Fug, N MoGrn, F Kishy, C Fanersy, M
O Py

R
/ *}

with & ko dirive S0 put Cark 1-10
b -8 ahesd, ad

Talk of the town

E‘{;R mmdﬂx
-nama playens last winfer io

dedard thair All-ing-
Lard fitha,

Did that just happen

Briege Corkery delivering the
luming score. Tha
co wmﬂﬂkhn'thm
but képta cool head when the

Opporiunity aroso

Garmma " e,
was ha rock on which the Gak
wary forevard uri porished. The
lnfigsr nabes the verdict.

Sideline superior

Corl's dociston 1o play wilh a

E’F:l;'ﬁﬂmmhll-!l_uﬂﬂd H:Mlh
Gn!tumhmn &% @ thing

mecifisliar saw 1he

Tha man in black

Far toa whistle -hapoy. On 42

e s Qe
up by theee ins

an the Hogan Stand sida. In-

stead of penalising the Cork sulb

Tar cregr . nelaves A

a irge.

Rena Buckley and Briegs Cork:
ary will refusm to Croke Park on
Seplernber 27 for tha ladies foot-
tall decider biddng 1o complaba
a sixth doutse (wo Al-irelands in
1his one Soascn) and o seciEe
1hedr 16tk All-lrgland medals.
Eoghan Cormican

Title surpasses
last year's
achievement,
says Murray

Eoghan Cormican

Cork masager Pausdic Murray
rated yesterday's All-Treland
win as a "botter achievement™
than their 2004 success.

Hnving lost the leage final
to Galway and two of their
four round-robin n-h.nmlpiun-
aﬂq‘g games, Cork woeren't fan-

to go the distance heading
into the business end of the
SLLMAETRE,

“We hit form just at the
right time and were going very
wiell tho last fewr weeks,” said
the winning manager. "We
were getting better and botter
a5 the season went on. T am de-
M’]m result s a better

nt than last vear.

“We had fo rebubld the feam
and rebuild the manapenent
team affler the 2014 win. A lot
of eredit (o the bovs who cams
in on the sideline, i1 couldn®t
have been casy for them.
Everything was referenced o
last year and 20 the pressure
was on them, but [ think th
came through with fiving col-
QUIrs.

“Wa brought a lot of
younger girls onto the starting
team to fill the gaps left by the
girls who retired at the end of
Lt year and they have gotien
betier and bettor as the
summer weni along. If they
stayed mentally strong, |
Enew they were capable of de-
livering here.”

In the gnd, though, it was
the performances of expert-
enced campalgners Orla
Codter and Gemma 0°Connor
that saw Cork ever the finish
line with seven to spare,

“You don't have as many
All-Irelands as they have for
nething. Gemma was in-
cidible at centre-back, has
beers all year, | don't think she
gets the credit that she should
as a camoqgie player, | have

heen to matchos and 1 have
soen other ers ing the
plaver of the match award,
anid 1 ant left puzzled becanse
this glrl is just a different
planet.

“Gemma and the rest of the
defence were key in ensuring
Galway never got level, We
knew with 15 minutes to go
that If we weore within touch-
ing distanee that we would
win it. That Is our pericd, We
pride ourselves on sscond-half
displays. We talked about cut-
ting oul the number of frees at
half-time and we did that in
the second-half. ™

As for Briege Corkery's
game-changing contribution?
“ahe wisn't golng great, but to
be fakr to her, there is always a
kick in Briege. I know Briege
20=oebel years, there §s always
safithing in Briege.
lh“The ball ll';ll 1o '].-E'r and

ere was only one thing on
her mind from there. [ knew
Briege would go for it. I said to
her after the maich that the
wrong person had I It was a
bip tirning point amd t pui os
ina comfartable position from
thers on."

Galway manager Tony
Ward admitied hiz team's
struggle to find the target
from apen play cost them. “Wa
weren't getting a spread of
soores. Cork were very defens-
ive and closed us oul all day
long. Look it, it just wasa't oar
day. We didn’t opon it up like
we have been doing all year
and that can happen,

“I thought for ten minotes
in the second half we had them
o0 the ralls but our tme didn'e
last long eno . You never
know, we eould have planted
the seed af doubt [had Galway
draown bevel], bat bt juse didn’t
happen. When the goal came |
put paid to our chances
really.”

Youthful Waterford march back to top flight

¢

Lisirty irpurnnon imenmedialn Camog

WATERFORAD ..o 2-81
15

KILDARE ...
Daragh O Conchiir z
Croke Patk

Waterford have endored much
hearibireak since making the
step-up to the intermediate
ranks in 2012 but after o
deserved victory over a
valiant Kildare umbt, thoy will
ngw b preparing for top fight
CAmMOEHE next year.

The Dbiee girls had Fallen al
the penultimate hurdle in

cach of thaeir thiroe fous
Be et e

; conid-

half ‘one-poiint

verdict over Meath on this
occasion, they were in no
maod to wasie chanca,

They were hot favourites,
despite lelding five minor
players, as they had beaten
Hildare twlce already this
year and won the Division 2
leagme title,

Merves might have playved a
part though, as they endured
& horror =tart that would have
derailed teams of less char-
acter.

But midfield doo, Trish
Jackman and plaver of the
match, Lorraine Hray
thundered inte the fray to
Jdnﬂ;t{ “thﬁrﬂs rlhngurl:’ms

Ag CRErR posscesion
and in the end, they were full
value for their win.

Stephen Fleming's charges
were rocked as Kildare flew
out of the traps with Noelle
Earley hand-passing to the net

7 L

Waterford captain Caithriona McGlone lifts the cup after their victory

owver Kildare in the Intermediate final,

in the third minute, having
been received a pass from
Busie O'Carrall, Peints from
Melisse Lyons and Emer
Reilly followed and Kildare
were having fun.

Ficture: Cathal Moonan

Whaterford never paniehed
and scored the next two 5
aund four points to esta a
Tirm foathold in the game.

Leaving Cert student, Beth
Carton got them off the mark

and she followed up from a

froe b Bray and Jennie
Simpson reduced the margin
1o A,

Then eame bwo goals elther
end of the break that broke
Kildare. The first came in the
20th minuie when Alsling
Power showed good alrmg!ﬁ
Ii;;f&m rifling to the Kildare

Then two minutes inlo the
secoqud hall, Beth Carton sent
a il shot beyond the
Lilywhite defonders from an
angled 20m feee and it was
Waterford's to lose from then.

It took witil the 5Znd minube
for the gifted OCarroll to get
her first score of the game,
and though she followed up
with anather excellent cffort
from play three minutes later,
Waterford were in control.

Midfielder partners Jack-
man and Bray had the final

say, with the lormer sleiting o
free before Bray profited from
tremendons work by Carton to
slot hir third poing from play.
Soorers for Walsrtsed: B Canoi 1-31-
s L Bray 0-3; A Persar 140, T Jacsrman
E‘i ﬁm N Mairiasby W Rtk

Scodpre dor Kildare; M Earkey 1-0;
S OComa® (¥, M Lyons -2 edch; E
Redly 31

WATERFORD: D Droneran, K Mobiahon,
C Whyte, ¥ Faloosnor, J Simpsos,
£ Ankapr, | HeWfornas, T Jackman, IL 3
G ediong, N Morissey, B Caston,
1 Powimi. N Rociom. A Pow

Bube: 8 Cunian led D Powar (28],
W O firien doo Pocign (48, Rocket for
[crshysay (A, © Muiphy dost

]

MILDARE: A O'Connall, © Pussgas
S Nofan, F Tranl, & Lyona, R Goiman,
G Farrpll, © Fonde, O Bambary, L

Faigilgsy, 5 Husbey, E Ry, 5 OrCamodl,
nwul.;ﬁ

Suba: H McDonnoll for Fando (30,
© Byere o Tt {53}
Flglanea: J By (Thalin]



ere's the scenario
that you didn’t want
fo sea if you were a

Galway camogie fan

vesjeprday in Croke Park,

Your team I8 tralling Cork
by just a couple of points bul
defending well, the game is
thene to be won with less than
fen minutes left. but a steay
ball has rolled kindly for an
opposition forward. Mot just
any opposition forward, it
Briege Corkery.

Paudie Murray: ‘Disappointed if
we didn't win today.’

Briege Corkery, who has
nine All-lreland ladies foot-
ball medals and five All-Ire-
land camogic medals in a
drawer back home, snaps up
the sliotar and bears down on
the Galway "Reaper with in-
tent. There ks guite a bit of
work to do but with that kind
of experience to draw from,
Corkery halds the ball before
shooting until the last possibla
second, and the goal 15 as in-
evitable as death and taxes.
Room will have to be made in
that drawer for @ stxth AllIre-
land camogis medal

in truth, the game was (oo
dour o battle to go down as a
¢lassic for either the 16610 in
attendance or those watching
on television, but Cork won't
mind. They had lost twice to
Galway already this year, In
the leggue final and the cham-
plonghip, but they brought the
O’ Daffy Cup back to Leeshide
because clearly they had
learned more than their oppo-
nenis from those previons ci-
COLTIErS.

For instance, thelr manager
Paudie Murray sald after-
wards that they'd identified
Galway's most dangerous fior-
wanrd, Allish ("Reilly, and had
choszen their best marker,
Pamela Mackey, to pick her
up. They also had the experi-
ence of last year to help them,
and, in the case of Corkery
and fellow dual star Bena
Ruckley, the experience of
many ather years as wall,

1t was a good day in Crode

pe Harrison did the
esterday in Dublin 3
npporters, ‘Hers

W Sun’ coming ouf of
sirdoers ba The stadium o

L T

L

- . o s
2IRCOM | 9 eRCOm

T . e T —

herald the parting of the
clowds. Pardon the depariurs
into meteorology like a bad
novellst, but if yon were in
Jones's Road up to abont ten
to four yesterday afternoon,
the heavy rain and greasy
field wonld hove monopolised
your attention too, They
didn't do Waterford and Kil-
dare any favours in the inter-
mediate game, the former
adapting to the conditions to

win with something to

bt Ehankfnlly the day

itself up a bit before senjor
throwe-in, _

Ags relgning champions, It
wasn't surprising to see Cork
getile quickly. They had four
points on the scoreboard 1o
Galway's one after seven min-
ufes, the last of those showing
the benefit of experience
learned at the sharp end of
championships: Centre-back

Cemma O'Connor taking a
free quickly and lecating Orla
Cotter, free in the Galway
half. Cotter collected, stepped
around her marker, and was
fouled, rifling over the fron
herself ; I
That was a featire of Cork™s
play in that first half — the
ability to find the free pl
going through the centre,
aften certre-forward Orla Cros
nin, wha elther seoresd herself

or won a free that Cotler con-
verted, Though the 1.1.'Enlg;-l':'rr-
waril from 5t Catherine's has
a lot of moving parts to her
{rea-taking technigue, it
works well for her: she went in
af the break with -5 to her
credit

Galway were off the pace for
much of that opening 30 min-
utes, relying heavily on Key
forward Niamh McGrath, but

MeGrath was opposed by ane

7 -

7 g 4

ar

] EFirars

AD [ ETIHAD | ETIHAD |

e

: k's best players
o GE&%Jr-nB 0'Connor not only
;p,:njsed e ved defence ox-
wertly but held the centre well
]H;hind her, Aoife Murray il-
pstrated Cork’s goeneral confi-
depce by falcinig a difficuli ball
St of the sun on 24 minutes.
At half time, Cork were four
ahead and Galveay had Sarahi
pervan to thank {or '|.I»:|1'l'l|.‘|j:i'_
ihe door goal a couple o

timesk

II.'J"-"’ &

L ET AT T &5

Three moments that
mAEET N LR f’ﬂfm

L .

Within six minutes of th
restart Galway were just on
behind, however, thanks 1
three fine frees by MeGrat
and Cork badly peede
Cofter’s score to keep daylig
betwesn them. The wester
ers arped, perhaps, by moyin
MeGrath around the middl
third of the fold to get her b
valved: that left Gemm
O Connor unmarked, and th
calm number six gave an ¢

Gl ool f
o a0 L

I pariod o
ﬂiu]‘wnl Fiidi N



of Cork's best players
— Gemma O'Connor not only
organised the red defence ex-
pertly but held the centre well.
Behind her, Acife Murray il-
lustrated Cork's peneral confl-
dence by taking a difficult ball
out of the sun on 24 minibes.
At half time, Cork were four
ahead and Galway hed Sarah
Dersan to thank for barring
the door to goal a couple of
times.

Within six minutes of the
restart Galway were just one
tehind, howaver, thanks to
three fine frees by MoGrath,
and Cork badly neaded
Cofter's score to keep daylight
frupion bl Bt Lol
Q% eT aps
MeGrath around the middle
third of the fleld to get her in-
volved: that left Gemma
' Connor unmarked, and the
calm number 5ix gave an ex-

ALL IN TO WIN: Hannah Looney
takes a tumble as Cork celebrate

with the 0'Duffy Cup after they
defeated Galway at Croke Park

_h:mﬂnnmuhﬂw

hibition of classic cenire-back
play, flalding and distribating
the ball superbly, MoGrath
showed plenty of bt
it would be a severs nnder-
statement to say she lncked
support — only when Aoife
Danoghue pointed on 52 min-
utes did another Galway
player get on the scoresheet,
At that stage thnﬂz were o
ints between the teams, and
1u-u-]~:ad like the Emmrhia]
of & goal winning it. Twao
G-R]-'H'Ilj" defenders didn't claim
a hall betwreany them in
l.h-L‘II." own. half, Corkery
swoaped, and a few heartbeats
later that goal had won ft.
Though Gabway came knock-
ing late on for a goal, Cork
looked more likely (o raise the

green ] to the
space ::flﬁﬂnlway backs

pushing up.

“We've been coming all
year," sabl Cork boss Murray
afterwards. *We knew where
wii were golng, and I'd have
been disappointed If we didn’t
win today.

=“Wia'd been performing very
well in training, we were very
foeunsed, and this is a very
strong feam mentally, We've
b mlﬁr“ Pﬁw in the M&mﬁ:
Years TE VEIy §
mentally, and I folf if, with ten
minkes (0 2o, we wers within
touching distance, | was confl-
dent from there om."

His opposite number was

hj%t?l Tum]( Ward ac-
E‘no-w his Galway team
had thele spell of supremacy
in the second half but pointed
out they nover led: “You can
have all the game plans and
eyvaryihing. but if they don®t
work for you on the day, what
can you do? IFs all abont that
hour and it wasn't our hour.

“WWhat had we® Maybe ten
or 15 minutes in the pame
where we were on top amd we
didn®t gt our noses on front,"”

Misston accomplizshed,
then, for ithe Cork camogie
team. Almost inovitably at
this time of year, however,

% will now turn 1o the

25 football team, who

Tace Dublin in a fortnight. Wil

Corkery and Bm:l'.]e?' win a
r

staggering 16th All-Ireland
sonior leach? Would you
bet against fr?

26th title the sweetest
for regrouping Rebels

O’'Callaghan

ﬁ_
Cork will never tire of win-
ning All-Irelamds, that's for
stre. This must be the swee-
test of all becawse thisiza
Rebel team that lost so many
quality players from last s=a-
som, But here they never
flinchied. Mot ance. Thaey led
from pillar 1o poat. They
dominated, coming away with
their Xth title, equalling Dub-
lim's record at the top of the
ol of honour.

& week ago, all the talk was
af the Kilkenny hirlers and
how they coped minos the
likes of JJ Delaney, Jackie
Tyrrell, and Henry Shefflin. A
lot of peopbe feaped this Cork

side would come up
short, forced to regroup with
g0 many All-lreland-winness
gone from the sefup: five of
ther starting 15 to be precise,
Bait the playvers who came in
made it clear from the outset
they were abled

The impact of Gemma
O°Connor cannot ba under-
estimated — such a lion-
hearted contre-back. Granted,
Galway played into her
hands, allowing her oceans of
spaee in which she revelled,
Bt ghe iz an Incredible player
that never fails to deliver.

That Galway came up

s,

short — anly scoring two
m from play — has 1o be

1o the supremacy of the
Cork backs. A doefence that
sivw Meabh Cahalane ancd
Leanne O'Sullivan cops mag:
nificently in their first All-Tre-
land senior decider.

Cork started brilliantly asnd
it veas 0-0 to 04 at the break. In
the secand half, Galway
skipper Miamh Kilkenny ansd
Lorraine Ryan worked unbe.
liewakly hard as they got with-
in a podnt, but one marvels at
the manmer in which Cork re-

nded. Orla Calter, not for

first time this year, pushed
them three points clear
around the three-guarter
mark.

Mext up was the unbelisy-
abie Bricge Corkery. Breaking
ontoa ENEW clearance, she
execuied the only goal of the
match when one-on-one with
Susan Barmer,

The game was up as Cork
coqsted six points clear, The
dual sfar collected her skxth
Alll Iretand camogie medal
— add that o the nine football
wins — angd the mind boggbes
as to how she keeps coming
back for more, Rena Buckbey
iz another with nine and
aix — and the All-lreland foot-
hall final is yet to como!

A second title for manager
Pandibe Murray as well, and an
incredible seventh medal for
his zister Anife who will go
dowm as one of the finest cus-
tedians in the game, She says
she has plaved her fnal hour

for the red and white and what
a high it would be to go ot on.
Another clean sheet for the
Clonghdu lady, amad, like her
compatriots owt on the febd,
ahie gob bettor as tee went o,

Anather player wiho ox-
colled “J'-}ah l-hnugi-: Laura
Treacy. ng thi step wp
J‘J'um e rage ks not ety and

sibch a vital position so
calnh et S S

£ Ga nger L

Maolly Dnimpe scoreless, which
1= no mean feat. In fact, none
of Galway's starting full-for-
venrd lie reglstored A flag,
which is incredible.

Galway were cxpechid bo

ut up & sertous challenge to
. having defeated them
twice this yoar, | s siir-
prised with their lack of inten-
alty. OK, they had injuries
that robbed thoem of koy -
tickers but they lah.HL-d I:|l1.|'.-

The O'Duffy Cu
brought Leeside i stenlm,
by Ashling Thompson. There
was something very wwuching
o sor the capiain place her
hand an each of her players’
shoulders as she introduced
tha team to the President be-
fore throw-in, A simplc gos-
ture bot deliversd with such
strong body language.

A great Munsterdoabbe was
achieved following Water-
ford's sul=standing victery in
the Intermediate decider,
Twenty-one ol of the panel of
6 are students, soa bright -
ture avwalts Sean Fleming s
charges at senior level,

Three moments that
proved crucial for Cork
Eoghan Cormican

1. Briege Corkeny's goal

Anaad Dy 0-10 10 0-8, Cork finally managed B AL | o s out o in aftemptng to
ngﬁfwmmﬂ rrsaioa har wary oot of the dofence, Cather

minuies. Shaung: Hoaly's groundsince wis Rl i N Tol b e Cie
iminrcepted ty Corkery and the flliorward was 'z ; -
,.."”"m“ e T e | IS B ey Congratulations to our Cork Ladies
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LEFT. Ailing Power
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BY KIERAN McCARTHY

BALLINEEN eamogie star Orla
Cronin admitsshe has an addic-
tiom = it's for All-Ircland medals,

The 19-vear-obd Cork forward
won her second All-Ireland sene
wr medal in two seasons last
Sunday in Croke Park, and the
ambitiows West Cork woman is
mrn»em; an era of Rebel domi-

[.'n:lnln from Enockaneady,
seored 0-1 as Cork drl’ﬂmdﬁﬂ-
way (1-13 to 0-9) to retain the
O'Duffy Cup last weekend, and
the talented UCC second-year
student is i for more sue-
cess, with the in-a-row up
for grabs in 2016.

‘Once you getone All-Ireland,
it becomes an addiction and you
W 00 WM A3 Many as you can,”
Crondn eold The Sonthern Srar.

ﬁ‘iﬂﬂﬂr manager] Paudie
y‘.l |1:IE h-um great. He

younger girls
:I}m in uﬂh|h+.-q_-:q:.¢
, obder, successful play-

s, and hopefully we can thrive
them and eventually cometo

wihere they are at now,

We know what it feels like
vo wan an All-drefand, We know
what it's like to perform on the
big day. There will be even more
competition for places next year
and the team will get stronger,

“We want to keep the great
success of Cork camaogic going.
This team will get better, s all
about what you put into i, and if
vour have the right artitude and
the desire to do well then any
team can be as strong as they
want oo be.'

This is just Cronins second
year as a Cork scnbor, and she
now has two All-Ireland win-
ner's medals wo shav,

T'm ower the moon, It's been
a really long year with training
and matches, and to end upwith
an All-Ireland and o be play-
ing for it was unbelievable,” a
thrilled Cronkn zasd.

‘Lastvear lwasa mﬂsﬂ I did
have an Allfreland _bu:
10 actually play on the f
Croke Park and win mﬁ.lv'h‘n-
land was ancven bﬂl'-'l"‘ﬂElﬁi'

fbﬂrl}f Insurance All-Ireland Intermediate Championship Final

j‘ KILDARE v WATERFORD

Can Waterford’s first final appearance
be a winning one?

OTH THESE teams in thir three
B contribute handsomely | Intermediate
to an enberesting campaigns and
narrative in the build-up. it says much for
Waterford have been knocking | their mental
on the door for a number of fartitude that
years without reaching a fimal, they have

while Kildare have made it to galvanised

the decider at just the second themeelves to
year in the competition, get over that
particular hurdle
at last. Typically,
it weas far from
straightforward,
as they trailed

Waterford have never done
things easily and won the
Pramier Juniar Alllreland in
201, after losing the previous
year's final to Antriny after & by ight poirts

replay.
Py al half time to
They reached the last four Meath but

seored Kedares Miivase Lpons obowd ko teckle Cork™s Hard O Repan
three durieg the semidfnal ot Nosdan Park

goals to edge the
verdict by a point.
Trish Jackman is
one of the country's
premier players, be it
at centre-back or
W midfield, while Beth
Carton 1S an operator
of huge promise,
despite not sitting her
Leaving Cert until mext
June. There is a nice
| blend of experience
and youth that has
flourished under Sean
Fleming.
Kildare's road has

final,

Wiamb n.p:j-.::r (Witerford) mmowes owey from the
chatbenge of Mesih's Kotie Hackett during the semy
(Photery PG Deeal fames)  |unior A championship.

been longer, as they
began 2010 in the

Menw, in only their second
intermediate campaign, they
are an hour away from senior
camaogie. They lost to
Waterford in the group stages,
as they did in the Division 2
league semi-final, with the
Diédse girls going on to bag
the silverware in that
competition.

The Lilies were magnificent
against Cork in the semi-final
though, with the defence in
particular, in which Carol
Molan is a powerful presence,
completely on top. Emer
Reilly contributed handsomely
from play while Susie
O'Carroll i5 2 constant
threat.
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Front row, Nium.ﬁ"ﬂg'cj' !
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.'mnz player profiles

SUSIE O'CARROLL [Capt.) Minas  title, numenous underage tigles, 2 County
Cetbridge intermediate League titles, 2 |umsar A titles, » Kildare

All-lreland Prermier |urier title, Young Flayer of the Year swards, 3 County Intermediate

Allireland jundor & fitke, Leinster titles

Intermediate taibe, 2 Leinster Junio
tethes, Mat League Div }E 4. 3 Cournty
C'ship titles, Coamnty Dee 1 League, 2
Ashbourme Cups wiith UCD, 3 Soating
Sar awards, Gael Linn Senior &
Jumiar with Leirsier,

ROISIN O'COMNELL
Johmstewnbrdpe

Alllredand Premier Junior title,
All-lreland Juniar A title, Leinster
Intermedinte title, Leinster Junior tithe
Mat League Div 3 & 4. 3 County Diw
League, 4 County Senior tiles,
Represented Ireland in Irernational
Shinty Rules, 2 Leinster Gael Linn,

ANGELA LYONS

Cedbridpe

All-leeland Premser Junior tithe, 2
Lenster Jumdor titles. Mal League Div
1. Allbreland Junicr & title, County
Semior title, 2 Leinster Gael Linn

CARCL NOLAN

St Lovreace’s

Alldreland Premser Junior title,
All-lrgland Junsor A title, 2 Leingter
Junier titles, Ml League Div 1 B 4,
County Sensas League B Cship titles,
Leinster Gael Linn, Kildare Young
Player of the Year

CAROLIME FORDE

[

Aldl-reland Premier Junior tithe,
Leinster Intermeduate tibe, Lemnater
Junsor title, County U271 Divishon 2
title, Cownty Intermediate League,
County Interrmediate C'ship

CLODAGH FARRELL

Lewlip

AllIreland Premier Junior title, All
Ireland Juniar A title, Leiniter
intermediate tile, Leinster Junior title,
Mat Leapus Div 3 & 4, All-lreland

CLODACH FLANAGAMN
Johwnstowrshrudge
All-breland Premier Junicr title,
fllreland Junicr A tale, Leinster
Irbermedasle tithe, 2 Leindter Junios
titles. Mat League Div 1 & 4. 4 County
Senior tribes, § County Dhiv 1 Ll:-a-gl.u:s.
Ashbourne Cup tile, O'Conner Cup
Foetball title, Senior Kildare Player af
the Year,

DEIRBHILE BYRME

St Lovwernces

AllIreland Premicy Jumior Gk,
Leinster Intermediate titke, Leinster
Jusrecer title, All-lrekand Minor C titke
Cownty Div v Shield, Cownty Liz1 title,
numergus underage tbes, GAA
NUIM Schelarship, Young Player of
thie Year.

EMER REILLY

Cefbridpe

All-dreland Miroe C ke, Leinster
Junior title, Leinster Intesmediate tithe,
Leinster Minor B tigle, County Div 1
League, 2 County Minos A titles, 2
County Uz Div 1 tigles, DCW Sparts
Schalarship, Kildare Minos Player of
thie Year

FIOMNA TRANT

MNags

All-lneland Premier Juniar title,
Leinsier Intermediate titke, Leinser
Junior tithe, Mat Leagise Div 3, County
Intesmiediate tithe, County Juniar &
title, County Div 3 League, 2 Purcell
Cup titles, DCU Sponts Scholarship,

HAMMNAH BMcDOMNNELL
Celbviddge

Leinster ntesmediate title,

2 County Senios titbes, 3 Senior

League titles. I | HAZEL MULLICAN

Coppagh

Allbreland Premier junior tifle.
Alllreland Junior A title, Leinster
intermeduate title, 7 Leinster Junigr
titles, Mat L:agul: D ].3; & 2 County
intermediate C'ship & L::gu-q titles,
County Uzt Div 2 Lﬂgu:. " Conmar
Shiald wtle, Purcall Shield ritle,
%Seriar Foothalier of the Year, Purcell
Cup All5tar.

HATHLEEN DALY

Capaagh

County Intermediate tele, Coimnty
Mingr B title, County U2y Div 2

Leapue.

LAURS SHEAHAN

Cappagh
Lesnster Intermedaate title, County

Infermediale title, Cownty Mino: B
tithe, Cownty Uz DOw 2 Lﬂ;gur

MELISSA LYONS
Clane
Alllrefand Premier Junior title,
Leinster Intermediate bile, Leansier
Junior title, 2 Counly Intermediate
Eitles.

% MIAMH BREEN

3 Lowremce s

All-ireland Premier jwnsor 1ile,
All-lrefand funios A titbe, Leinsies
Imtermediate Gile, 2 Leimster junior
tithes, Mat League Division 3 & 4,
Leinster junsgr Club C'ship. & County
Clship & League bitles, represented
treland sn Infernational Shinty Rules.

HIAMH CONCANNOMN

Celbridge

All-dreland Premier Junior title,

Al freland Junior & title, Leinster
Iatermediate tidle, 3 Lesnster Junsas
titles, Mat League Divigion 3 & 4,
County Senior League & Cships

HIAMH HEGARTY

Mimay

All-trefand Minor C tite, Leinster
bdinor B tizle, Leaster Bimor C Eitle,
Counly Intermediate title, County Uz2e
Shipld, Cowity Division 2 League.

CIRLA BAMBURY

Coppagh

Aldreland Premier Junior title,
Leinster Intermediate tatle, Leinsber
Jursior title, Mad Lﬂgu: Dw 3.
County Intermediate Lﬂg,ur

RECINA CORMAMN

Cappagh

#ll-Ireland |unior A title, Lesnsler
Intermediate tithe, Mat Leaguee

D g, 2 County Intermediate tiles,

SDIrIHl Slar award

LOWNSE KEATLEY

5 Lovrence’s

Allbrelard Prermser [umigs title,
All-lrelard pussae A tithe, Leinsber
Intermediate e, 7 Lesnster jundd
tithe, Mat League Div 3, County Sensar
title, 3 Leinster Intermediate Club
Faatball nrles

MOELLE EARLEY

Chane

Mat League Div 3, County
Intermpdiate League, Fatball Al 5347
avard, &ldreland Leindter & County
Ladies Foatball rithes.

SIDBHAN HURLEY
Jehnseaunbndps

All-irelund Premier Junsar Btk
Alldreland Junioe A title, Lesngher
Injesmiediate fitle, 2 Lensoer |ursaf
tethes, Mat League Div 3 & g

§ County Dhw 1 Leagues, 4 Courly
Sermar fitles, Gael Linn Senior &
Jurar with Leinster

HIMNE COMNWAY

Mg

County Intermediate tithe, Counly
Uizt Shield, nurmerous underage
titles.

TAYNA PDHNSON
JEJIWMI{JI*{&r

Alllreland Prewrier junios fithe,
Al-lreland Jumor & titke, Lenster
livtermediace pafe. Leinsier jumios title,
Mot Lezgue Dvw 3, 2 County Genior
Cship & League mikes




CAITHRIOMNA McGLOME [Capt.)
L1

Mat League Div 2, Allireland
Entermeaduate Clibs tigle,

4 Munster Intermediate Club
tithes, 4 County Senior titles,
numerous underage titkes,

DEIRDRE BREMMAN
Butleritonem
Nar League Div 2, Munster
E Intermediate wile, County

L Interrmediate tile, 2 County

Fo Intermediate League, County

lunsar fitle, County |unior Lesgue, County L2y title,
Couniy Minar title, All-ireland Club 75,

KATE MeBMAHON

Butlertosun

Mat Lesgue Div 2, All-lreland
Mimar title, All-lesland LGB title,
2 Munster LhaB titles,

CLAIRE WHYTE

50 Anee's

All-lreland Junior tithe, Mat League
D 2, Munster Intermediate title,
Munster Intermediate Club titls,
by 2 County Senior titles, County
Senwor League, County & Provincial Ladies Football
titles, numerous underage titles.

VIKEI FALCOMNER

Butlersioen

All-Ireland |undor title, Mat
League Div 2 & 1. Munster
Interrmedeate tithe, County
intermediate tithe, County
Intermediate League, : Asbourneg
Cusp titles,

CHARLOTTE RAHER

S Arne’s

- All-Ireland Junior tithe, 4 Mat League
triles, Munster Intermediate title,
Munsier Junior titke, B Eﬂunt:,'
Senior titles, Munster Intermediate
Club title, Ashboume Cup title,

JENNIE SIMPSON

55 Arnes

All-lreland [unicr tle, Nat League
ot | Div 2, Nat League Div 3. Mat League

o Div g, Munster Infermediale titbs,

'}!Ll Munster jurios hitle, A8 lreland UWE
tithe, Mignster Intermediate Club title, 2 County Senior
tithrs, Cownty Senior League, 2 Scaring Stars awards,
Ashbourne Cup & Coleges League tiles.

| HOMA HEFFERMNAN

Ferrybamk

Hat League O 2, All-irefand
Minar B ke, Munster LnGE title,
Caunty Jumsior League, numierous
uriderage tithes,

| PATRICIA JACKMAN

Cailfeir
= All-trefand Junior title, 2 Mat
League Div 2, Mat League Div 3,
AlkIrefand U6 title, Munster Lh&B
L a%e B | title, 2 County Senior titles,
bunster Junior Club title, 7 Alkireland Poc Fada
titles, 5 Ashbowrne Cup titles,

| LORRAIME BRAY

Cappoguin

Mat League Div 2, All-lreland Wi
= titke, Munster Intermediate titks,

L= Munster Minor tithe, County

l ‘15‘1—-_ L | Intermediate title, County |unios
title, County [unior League, 4 Caunty Miner tibes,
rimenous underage titles.

MICOLA MORRISSEY

Lismone

All-dreland Jumior tithe, 2 Mat

Leagwe Div 2, Mat Leaguee Div 1,
| Mat League Div 4. 2 Munster

.i,\- “ b | Intermediate titles, Munster [uniar
title, All-lreland Intermediate Club title, § Caunty
Senior titles, 4 Munster Intermediate Club titles,
Soaring Star award, Munster Semlor A& B Club
titles,

| VALERIE O'BRIEN
i Roanmone

Mat League Div 2, M Ashourne Cup title, Ladies Feotball UiE title,
Intermediate title, M National & Regional Basketball titles. numerous
Minor title, County |1 underage titles,

BETH CARTON
O Lo Selle
. Mat League Div 2, All-lreland
| Minar title, All-ireland UnEB tiike,
Aurmerous wnderage titles,
- =

| AISLING POWER
Cappoguin
| Mat Leaguse Div 2, All-lreland Minas
title, County Intermaduate tithe,
County Jumior tithe, County |unbor
League, numerous underage titles,

il e i

s
w—r

~ DAWN POWER
ﬂﬂw

Mat League Div 2, All-lreland
Minor title, nurmerous underage
tigles.

; ERIMAMMA O'REGAN
D¢ Lo Salle
Mat League Div 2. All-lreland Mingr
title, numerous underage titles,
Caounty Poc Fada, nurnerous
underage titles,

BECKY KAVANAGH

5t Amme’s

Mat League Div 2, 2 County
Senior tithes, County Minor A title,
All-ireland Schoals D title.

SAQIRSE BONNER
54, Anne’y
{ Mat League Div 2, Al-leeland Ui&E
| title, County Senior League.
nwmerows underape tiles,

CLAIRE MURPHY

S Anne's

Nat League Div z, All-lreland Lhié
title, County Minor title, C-u-un‘t:,
Semior & [unior Spont Star awards

MOLLY CURRAN

Brickey Rongers

Mat League Div 2, All-Ireland Minar
title, numevous underage tithes.

MNIAMH BOCKETT

58 Anme's

All-ireland Junior tithe, 2 Nat League
Dwv 2, Mat League Div 3, Nat
League Div g, Munsber
Intermediate tithe, > County Senior
tithes, County Sensor League,
nurnerous underage titles

Cloren
iNat Leagwe Div 2, Alllreland

| CRLA FLYMN
‘ Minaor B title, numerous underage

= tithes in Camogie & Ladies Foatall,
Baash |
. SIBEAL HARMEY
SE Arne’s

= = | Mat League Div 2, All-lreland
Minor B title, All-ireland U16E

title, County Senior Leagwe,

| Aumerous underape tithes,

| "o ELIZABETH McGRATH
| ‘ Buetherst iy
@ All-leeland Minor tithe, Murnster
e UG title, County Intermediate
= League,
L |
SHOMA CURRAN
Lisrmaore
2 Munster Imdermediate Litles,
Alldreland Intermedeate Club
title, 4 Cownty Senior tidles,
4 Munster IMermediate club

ke, Soaring !;lar award, 2 Munster Infermediate
Ladies Football titkes.

JENMNY MecCARTHY
| Cappoquiri
| All-lreland Junior title, Nat League
| Div 2, Munster Intermediate title,
County Intermediate title, 2 County
Pl k| Intermediate League tithes, Counly
Juriar title, County Juniar League, 2 County Minor
titles, Purcell Cup, Cellege Div 2 League, Fr Meachalr
Cup, numerous underage titles,
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KILDARE CAPTAIN

Whe has been the biggest influence on your career?
My farmily has always been there for support, advice and someone to puck with

What has been your sporting moment of 20157
Winring the semi final v Cork [

Whao is the toughest opponent
that you've faced?
Aisling Holten.

What are your pre-
match rituals?

1 usually get up at
the last possible
maoment, eat the ¥
same breakfast, wear
the same gear and try
o keep the same
routing, It used to be to try
dodge the warm up, but
then | got old and it
becarme essentiall

Thriee words to describe
pourself as o player?
Dedicated, Fast, Enthusiastic!

What does it mean to wear
the County Jersey?

It°s a great honour to wear the
Kildare jersey and do the best you
can while you can to help Kildare
camogie progress each year.

What is your favourite warm-up
iy

Mariah Carey and Whitney
Houston “When you believe® with
Angela Lyons as Marah Carey.

What is your personal motto?
Goals win games

WATERFORD CAPTAIN

Who has been the biggest influence on
your career?
My underage club trainers.

What has been your sporting moment of 20157
Reaching the All-ireland Intermediate final for
the second consecutive year with my club.

Whe is the toughest oppoanent that
you've foced?

| would have to say from my own club
Shauna Prendergast

What are your pre-match rituals?
Usually go out the morning of the match for
| a puck around.

Three words to describe yourself
as a player?
Team-player,
committed

competitive,

What does it mean

to wear the County Jersey?

It's an honour to be able 1o play for
my county and wear the blue and

| white jersey

What is your favourite warm-up music?
| wouldn't be too fussy but if | was fo
pick I'd say The Script.

What is your personal motto?
Coming together is the beginming.
| taying together is progress.
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CORK’'S camogie ileam
ghowed tremendons talent
and t wiien they mda it
copvincing two-in-a-row for
the Robel County in Croke

Park yesterday.

[t was Cork who were on form
from the off with inspicing
caplain Ashling Thompson
searing the first goal and tay-
ing down the marker for the
slde that had beaten them

S Hape) CHTBlayets an
._-.—:'_'=I1-s.h'ir'.l_1 Thempson-with

Cork’s glory girls! '

twice eariler this year.
The m ¢ was loud and

clear from the RHebel team -

we'Te going to do |18

B Sec page 3 and sports for

Mmore.

Pichare: Inpho,Ryan Byne



Cork’s Camogie Corporal hoping to keep
county on the march

Gemma O'Connor seeking seventh winners’ medal but wants more support from GAA

d

Garmena O'Connoe gets away fom Ursula Jacob in the Al-Ireland camagie semi-Enal petween Cork and Wexbord o
Semple Stadium in Thurles. Photagraph: Cathal Neanan/ingha

Mary Hannigan

in her 14 years playing for Cork, Gemma O'Connoer has seen plenty of players come and go, but
the changes since the county wen last year's All-ireland final have been particularly sizeable. it
does, though, say something of the strength in depth of Cork camogie that the county began
the defence of its title this year without 10 of the players wha made appearances im the 2014

campaign — yet they're still through to the final where victory over Galway would see them
draw level with Dublin on a record 26 titles.

same of those absences have been down to personal commitments, travel or injury, but the
retirements of Anna Geary, last year's captain, Joanne OrCallaghan and Jenny O'Leary, with 18
All-lreland medals between them, robbed the team of a core of immeasurable experience.

“They're players who are irreplaceable, really,” says O'Connor, who shares the record for the
most All Star awards with O'Leary {eight). Her decision, though, to play on, alongside other
trusty warriors like goalkeeper Aoife Murray and dual stars Briege Corkery and Rena Buckley,
meant the team still had plenty of stalwarts to help the new blood find its feet. And after a few
hiccups along the way this year = twice at the hands of Galway — they're getting there.

"There's no doubt that we lost some vital players and there's been lots of talk about us being a
team in transition, but the new people who came in, like Amy O'Connar [also a soccer
international] who is a fabulous forward, have brought different things to the team.

And that gives you a sense of hope that when the likes of Acife and myself step down these are
the people who are going to carry the toreh.”

Dreaded R word

It's the plight of most sports competitors that once they hit the 30 mark they start getting
asked about the dreaded R word too, but despite 10 All-lreland final appearances, six winners
medals, sight All Stars, a player of the year award, not to mention too-many-to-count league
and club honours, O'Connor had nowhere near enough after last year.

*| just absolutely love the game, | adore it, and I've always put camogie first, it's always been
my priority. | play it for my family, my club, my county and myself. | tried other sports before
and nothing really compares, camogle Is just something special. And to play it at the top level,
far Cork, is an honour.

"My family is steeped in the GAA tradition, my brother Glen played hurling for Cork, 50 its in
the blood, I've been fortunate to be on teams through the years that have had a lot of success
and I'll keep going as long as | can, | just love being pushed to the limits.”

After watching RTE's Recruits, you wonder if playing in All-irefand finals is a walk in the park
next to army life. "Ah ne, it's very different,” laughs the army corporal who is based at Callins
Barracks in Cork. “You expect people in the army to be super fit, but it's a different fitness, the
army is about slogging it out in rough conditions, not so much running as fast as you can! But |
suppose there's a mental toughness that you might have over others, the ability to drive on no
matter what, not to give up, you feel you might have that bit more heart, and that you're more
driven.”

She's over 10 years with the Defence Forces now, with stints in Liberia, Chad and Lebanon
along the way, and has always received the support she has needed to maintain hir
intercounty career,

“They've been super, The Defence Forces and sport, especially GAA, go hand in hand, they are
very supportive leading up to the games — they look after yeu and make sure you're given
enough time to train. | suppose it's great PR for them too, they take massive pride in having
intercounty players and have had plenty through the years.”
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Enthusiasm

Less supportive, though, and a continuing source of frustration for her, has been the element
of the Gaelic games-loving Cork public who don't extend their enthusiasm to the camogie
tEam, last year's attendance of just over 12,000 at the All-Ireland final when they beat

:!"‘E“" ¥. compared te aver 33,000 when they got the better of Wexford seven years before, a
tter blow.

“You're doing it for your family and friends, the people who are always there, the same faces,
vou do it far yourself and for each other. But while you say you do it for Cork too — of course
¥ou do - sometimes you're left disappointed that you don't have a bigger support.

“You get the phone calls, the text messages, the media, the interviews, the hype before a final,
but we want the support just as much as the lads do. It means a lot.

“"When you're playing in Croke Park you want to do it for the people who have made the effort
to come to Dublin, Sometimes | feel disappointed, it's a big county, but you just don't feel
¥ou're getting the support. | hope a big crowd would turn up for us, but | think there's still that
senze that ‘it's just the girls’, ‘it doesn’t mean as much’.”

There's some frustration on her part, too, in the pace of progress being made by the sport, in
how it promotes itself and how its players are looked after. *| mean, it certainly has progressed
in terms of advertising and PR, and the launch of the WGPA (Women's Gaelic Players
Assaciation), which | think is fantastic, so things have got a bit batter. But it's small steps,
there's still a massive gap = say between how the Cork lads and ladies are looked after - to
what it should be. | probably won't see it In my time, but | hope that in the next five 1o 10 years
it will change dramatically,

“Ultimately | think the GAA and the Camogie Association should be under the one umbrella,
that would do nothing but benefit us. Our association struggles at times by itsell, we need the
support of the GAA to progress and | think as long as we're a standalone association it's golng
to be very slow. | just think from the female sports perspective, coming under the umbrella of
the GAA would be absolutely massive with the likes of player welfare, PR and media coverage;
there'd be a big turnaround, I'm convinoed.

"The plaver welfare issue ks huge. You go to work, then you're trying to make training; then
there are injuries — it's too much at times. There should be better facilities, better services for
the players. It's there to some extent for the lads. Women are still left in the shadows.

"I don't think playvers should be pald or anything. but all expenses, certainly all medical
expenses, should definitely be covered. You should be left wanting for nothing, instead of
being left out of pocket. People go to all lengths to be the best that they can be. Sometimes
that's putting your hand in your own pocket, and you get no thanks at the end of it. That's
what it's about, it's about fairness and equality. [t is gatting better, but it's slow. It's a long way
to go to where it needs to be.”

Underdogs

Come the final, though, those frustrations will be set aside, O'Connor eying that seventh All-
ireland medal. But Cork lost to Galway by three points in the league back in May, and again, by
two points in the group stage of the championship. Are the defending champions the

underdogs, then?

=well, they've beaten us twice this year, they're the form team, prabably the best team
Galway has preduced in a long time, but we've been underdogs many times in finals before
and have come through. We're certainly in a different place now than we were when we

played them. We still feel we haven't produced that performance that we're capable of - that
might o might not happen on Sunday. If it does, we have a chance.”

prish Times Sat, Sep 12, 2095
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These women
are role models

THE Cork camogie team are a remarkable

group of young women.

The squad had to replace 10 players from last
yoar and had a new managensent team.

They had a tough year and some of the
players had to deal with personal clhallenges

Yot somehow (hey mana oy blend the wi-
beaney of youth with the ¢
ence and to overcome all obhsincles and become

champions of Ireland once again.
' They are fine role models. They have set e

headline now for all other Cork teams, bath fo-

male and male,
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Edelle Gately, Caroline Dowling, Annette McGeeney, Rachel Fitzmaurice, Niamh Conway, Rebecca Brennan, Michaela Fallen.
Frant row: Caoilfhionn Cox, Maeve Brennan, Noeleen McCormack, Niamh Faerell, Niamh Coyle, Carmel Killeen, Kelley Hopkins,
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niavh DOLLARD
Who has been the biggest influence

on your career? L
My parents and Martin Moore, My
parents have supported and encouraged
me since a very young age and Martin
has taught me everything | know

1|' h

£ =
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What has been your sporting Marinl -
moment af 20157 -
Winning the sermi-final and
getting another chance at the
All-lreland

-

Who is the toughest opponent
that you've faced?

Michaela Kennegally, full back
on the Kilkenny Intermediate
i v

What are your pre-match rituals?
Get up early have a good breakfast,
then out for a few pucks to get the
eye in early before the game

5
Three words to describe pourself as .

a player?
Dedicated, hard-working and passionate

What does it mean to wear the County
Jersey? .
It's a huge honour to represent Laois, 4

but not only for myself but for my
club and family

What is your personal motte?
Winners never quit, and
juitters never win,

'_"'i;:'

™ " . r ;
What is pour faveurite warm-up music? :
don't have any favourite music just . / . 0
whatewer is popular at the time : t
e

ROSCOMMON CAPTAIN

Who has been the biggest influence
on your career?
Pat Barrett

What has been your sporting
moment of 20157
Semi-final win!!

Wha is the toughest opponent
that you've faced?
Tina Hannon (Offaly)

What are your pre-match
rituals?
Matching pair of socks

Three words to
describe yourself
as a player?

“All or nothing”

What does it mean
to wear the County
Jersey?

Pride

What is your favourite
warm-up music?
Queen

What is your

personal motto?
“Pressure is for tyres’

Wit L TS
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erty Insurance All-Ireland Premier Junior Championship Fingl

ROSLOMMON

Can Laois make their third final
appearance in-a-row be @ successful ene?

A0S have besn

operating in the fashion

of a team on a missien
this year, having fallen at the
final hurdie in this
championship the last two
seasons = to Kildare (2013)
and Down [2014).

They prepared for the
summer with a splendid
League run that browght them
all the way to the Division 2
final, where they finally were
farced to give best to
Intermediate finalists
Waterford,

Buoyed by that form, they
sailed through the group

stages of the championship
with a flawless record and
carried that through to the
semi-final, where they
emerged with 11 paints o
spare against Westmeath,

Sarah-Anne Fitzgerald
remains an inspiring figure
for David Cuddy's crew while
Lovise Mahony's finesse from
placed balls is crucial, Miamh
Dollard, Lawra Marie Maher
and Eimear Delaney are other
key performers.

Lagis will carry the
favourites’ mantle given their
farm coming into the game
but the Roscommon camogie
tradition 1
long
established.
Like Laois, they
ane pursuing
the county™s
first tithe at this
level and the
manner in
which they
ground out a
| four-paint
viclory ower
Dublin in the
semi-final
cortainky made
| people sit up
and take
(S| nofice,

iy particularly as

Rajeowminaad't Backel F:'r.? |:| pin q,l' Hhﬂ]" had lost

ihe shpdor dunmy the sermifinal with Dubdin’y Bdisin Drohea

eriiany int o ehallenpe.

[Phasias HEFHIKE Sultas) by 10 points

to the Metropolitans in the
group phase,

The management tearn of
Moel Finn, Moe! Murphy and
Ciara Moran got their tactics
spot on for the rematch
though. The defensive unit
confined Dublin to just a
goal and five points while
Athleague sharpshooter Kelley
Hopkins kept the scoreboard
ticking over with seven points,
A goal from clubmate, Niamh
Farrell gave the Rossies vital
breathing space.

This is a boost in another
way too, Roscommon have
13 points to make up on Laois
from the round-robin stage.

A similar turnaround to the
one with Dublin would see
them home by a point but it
will take doing.
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| MIAMH DOLLARD (Capt
| Cammoss

Leinster [umior bitke, Nat League
SR -t Dhvi 3, 2 Soaring Star awards,

3 County C'ship titles, numerous
und:rlae nitlas.

LAURA DUNNE

Se Brigid's
o Lewmster Junor tithe, Mat League
Diiv 3, 2 Soaring Star awards,

AISLING BURKE

Camross

Leinster Junior title, Nat League

Cav 3, All-lretand Blinar title,
Leinster Minor title,

- ROSEMARY BERMINCHAM
| Q'Moores
| 2 Mat League Div 3. Leinster
Junior tithe, 4 County Cship titles,
* 2 Leinster Senior Ladies Football
tithes

MAIREAD BURKE

Carnrcss

| Leinster 8 title, Mat Leaguwe Div 3,
3 County Sénigr titles, numerous
| underage titles

ELAINE MAHONY

Fhe Haeps

3 All-Ireland Juniod Club tithes,
2 Leinater Junior titles, Mat
League Diw 3, 4 Leinster
Jumior Club tithes, 2 Leinster

intermediate Club titles. & County

C'ship titles.

r Pfﬂf'rgg

| EIMEAR DELAMEY
51 Brigid'y
Leinater funigr tithe, Mat League
Dhiv 3, Conenty Junior itle, numerous
underape titles,

ELIZABETH R¥YAN

Ciurrtidisd

All-lrgland Mingr B Shield title,
2 County Senkor title, School
carmogie awards,

OLGA PARKINSOMN

Cavmross
o Nat League Div 3, Leinster junsor
- fithe, 3 County Cship titdes,

SARAH-ANME FITEGERALD

| Carmross

| Leinster junsore title, Mat

- League Dy 3, 4 Soanng Star

| #awards, Leinster Cael Linn

j title, 3 County Senlor titles,

4 Ashbourne titles, 2 Ashbourne
All-Star swards,

i EI-.A"II'H HDH‘“MEH

Ll.*mi-l.-l:r Junior title, Mat League
| Div 1. 4 County Cship titles.

ﬁ

LOUISE MAHOMNY
The Havps

Leinster Juniar title, Mat League
| Div 3, 3 Al-lreland Junior Elub

| titles, 4 Leinster Junisi
{2 Laigter Infermediats
& County Cship titles,

AISLING O'DEA
5t Brpd's
Aik-ireland Minor B Shield mife.

AMY LOUGHMAN
O Moores

3 County Minor tithes, 2 County
Ladies Football titles.

LALRA MARIE MAHER
O Moores

Diwv 3 title, Leinster Juniar trile,
2 Caunty Senior Ladies Foothall
titles, 2 Leinster Senior Ladies
Football titles

HOIFE BURKE
Comross

Minor B Shield title, 2 County
C'ship tithes.

| SARAH CREACH

5t Bngid's

Alllreland Minoar Shisld Bithe,
All-freland Lol title, Leinster
e tithe.

MICHELLE HOLMES

Citwrrross

All-Ireland Mimor B Skield title,
3 County Club titles, numerous
Schoods finals,

SHARON MOYLAN
St Brigids

2 County titles, Ashbourne Cup.

CLAIRE WALSH
| The Harms
| Leinster [unior title,

Mai League Div 3. 3 County
| Junios titles, 2 County Intermediate
S0 titles, 3 Leinster Junior Club
gitles, 2 Leinster Intermediate Club
titles, 2 All-irelands [unior Club
pitles, All-Treland Schools tfe.

Leinster Minar titles, Mat League

& Leinster Minar titles, Alllreand

Leinster B title, Mat League Diy 3,

| CATRIOMA DOWMEY

O Mooves

| Leinsier Junior tithe, 3 Nal League
ttles, All-lreland |uniar tiths,
Purcedl Cup title.

MARGARET HOGAN

5t Brigid's

L | 4 Ashbourne Cups titles, Counly
- | v 1 League

MIAMH CO55

5t Brgut's

All-irgland L6 tile, Leinsted

R | LhaC tirke, All-irsland Minor B
| Shiedd tithe, 3 County U6 titles,

2 Leinster Ladies Football titles

ClIARA CUDDY

Meomb Egmonn

All-ireland Minor B Shield title
Allireland UiaC iitle, Leingter LhEL
tithe, numerous wnderage tithes

REBECCA TREACY

St Brigid's

Leinster B title, Lesnster Minor title,
Alkirefand College 1itles.

| AISLING DUNPHY
O Meores
Leinsier B ibe, MNat League Div 3
! title, Soarsng Star award, Aumencus

&_ Ladies Football titles.

ZILE BUIRKE
Camross

._:I Leinster jumior bile, Nal Leaglee

Dhv 3, 3 Coungy © shp bioles,
AumErgars underage hies.



HOSCOMMON g

==
4.t

-

SIOBHAN CovLE (Capt. )

Faur R

Lannach) lanear tithe, All-ipatand
luniar Sk title, &ll-Ireland
Intermedizes Faotball tithe,
Numeraus County senjor and
u-l'l-dt-r.lgn- Ity

CARCLINE CONMALCHTON

58 Drarmnmic'y

% Connacht titles, Allireland Jumior
hitle, 9 County |unior titles, County
Senior title, 3 County Senigr
Leagues, Kilmacud Crokes 75,
Londaon 75 Pats, Caonnsche

Jumigs {Amngm Player of Year,
S0aring Star award, numengus
underage titles.

CARMEL KILEEN

F‘a.drmg Pegreey

Al-Treland Junigr title, County
Mimar title, County Junior title,
Connacht Club titles, Connachi
Interprovincial Player of Year
NUMErous underage Camagie and
Ladies Faothall titles,

AISLING BYRME

3 Damimic's

4 County Junior titles, London 73
Senior Plate title.

SUSAN SPLLANE

St Domvinic's

# County Junior titles, County Minge
tithe, London 75 Senior Plate title,
Kilmacud 7's Plate, nurmerous
underage County & Club tiles,

ELAIMNE DaLY

Athlogue

All-treland Junior title, 2 County
Semiar ttles, Connachi Junior Club
Ritle, numerous wunderage county
titles,

e
E =

L N

JOANME BEATTIE

5 Dominic’s

Alktrefand [unior tithe, 4 County
Jumior titles, County Minae title,
Kilmacud 7's Plate, Tara Sevens
Senior Mlale ttle, numengus
underage titles

MIAMH COYLE

Four Roads

Al Iraland junicr title, 2 Connacht
titles, & County Senior titles,

4 Cannacht Interrmediate Club

ol | vithes, Allineland Junior Club title,

e —
-

=

|

=

Saaring Star award, County Junior
Foothall title.

BACHEL FITZMALRICE
Ashleague
Alkireland Minar C title, All-ireland
Schools [unior title, Connachi
| Senior fitle, County Foothall tile,
| numeraus underage titles,

| RELLEY HOPKINS
Adhlemgur
All-Irefand Junder title, 2 County
Senior tithes, 2 Connacht juniar

| Club tithes, mumerous undersge

| tithes, Soaring Star award, County
Senior Poc Fada,

| MARGARET FAMMNON

Clran
| County Senior title, 2 County
[ Junior titles, Connacht jundar Club
titke, Cownty and Provincial Ledies
Football titles, numerous underage
titles

REBECCA BREMMAN
Athleague

2 County Minor titl
and Provincial Ladi[
ML OIS und-:rag!

ANNETTE McGEEMEY

Athleague

Allreland [unige title, 2 Cannacht
lithes, Soaring Star award,
International Player of Year award,
Rascomman Player of the year,
rumerous wnderage tithes, All-
Irelard Ladies Football titks,

T | MIAMH FARRELL
Athlcague
W B | | Allireland Miner C title, County Pox
4 _ Fada, County & Provingial Ladies

Football tithes, numerous underage
| tithes,

FIONA CONNELL-JONES
Athleague

Adlrefand Junior title, 2 Connacht
titles, Ashbourne Shicld with Carda
College, Fr Meachair tilewith Trabse
IT, County & Provincial Ladies
Football titles, numerous underage
titles,

MICHAELA FALLON

Clran

All-lreland Minar C title, County
LhEB tithe, County Minar B title,
Connscht Schaal tille,

T CAITRIONA MOBRIS
Crin
All-Ireland juniar title, Connacht
- | Juniar title, Cael Linn title, 3 County
| @‘ Senior bitles, § County junicr titles,
ol e m | Conmacht intermediate Chuls title,
2 Connachi [unior Club tites,
Cowunty & Provincial Ladies Footkall
litles

SILE CARNEY
| S Dominic’s
[ 3 County Junior tithes, County
| Minar title,

==

=
o

CLAIRE CURLEY
B
All-raland Juriar iibe, Connachi
Jurior title, Gael Linn title, Shinty
Infermational title, 2 County [unos
e, | Wles, Connacht Junier Club itle,
Prowvincial Ladies Foaotball titles

| 4

| EALA COYLE

At

All-lreland Minar C title, Connachy
Juniar A Club title, Cownty Minas A

title, County & Provincial Ladies
==___| Football titles, numerous underage
Hiles.
EDELLE GATELY
5t Dowminic's

4 County Junior titles, Minar
County title, Kilmacud 7 Plate title,
London 75 Plate tithe, numeraiis
underage titles.

|' MAEVE BREMMNAM

, Athleagie

L County Serior League, County

L6 title, 2 Connacht Junior Club

titles, County & Provincial Ladies

| Foothall titles, numersirs underage
titles,

| CACILFHIONN COX

58 Dowrmimic’s
4 County Junior titles, Minar
Cournty title, Londen 75 Plate title.

NOELEEM MeCORMACK

Chram

All-lrgland Junior title, 2 County
funior tithes, County Sendor title,
Connacht Sendor Club title, County
& Prowincial Ladies Football titles,
Fr Meachair Cup with MUI
Maymooth

| MIAMH CONWAY
At

| = Connacht junior A Club titles,
Aumerows underage tiles

=
| CAROLIME DOWLING
Is:u.ur:-r-inf;'r_ _
| ?"F | Eﬁ;ﬂ:ﬂ;’:ﬁﬂﬂu title.
= |



ALLIRELAND INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE FINAL

Senior dream realised as Deéise
camogie reaches new heights

WATERFORD ..ovcoovonnn 29
KILDARE ..o 15

Waterlord summoned a
gty and gritty performence w
dleliver the grand prize of sendor
cammgle ata gloomy Croke Park
on Sunday afternoon.
Caithriona MoGlone had the
homonr of leading the girls in
Blue up the Hogan sleps 1o
recelve tbe Jack MeGrath cup
fiet thar very firsd glmie,

Mlesgueand champiomship
double marked the happiest
ending of all o an eple voyage.
“It's semething we have heen
dreamdng of far thi nst neimber
of vears,” remarked Parricia
lackman. "We've hadl & bot of
erxrition and o ol of younger
players steppiong up, 1t's very
ek et o oiersiey feom Feb-
raary 2 which was our firss
pame iogether this season. We
were unbesen in the league
and champlonship. It's fartastic
1o ga np those steps and reach
enir goal”

{hnce again, they had 1o dojdt
thwet hard way before stamping
their autharity an this contest.
Loaking 1-2 in the opening
quanier certainly wasn'y in the
ECnpl o walling fourteen main-
utes for thedr first point. They

Waterford News & Star
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' McCa rthy

steadied down, chipped away
and grachsally worked thelr way
hack into the hall garme.

fackman didn feclunder oo
il strain despiie thelr erratic
beginning, | ks v wene on
top and that’s what | kept saving
1o the gitls. Ouer shooting was
pust lening us down, They gota
gl and they had the momen-
ruirhas well, they wene creating a
lot of space, As socuyas we gog to
grips with the system they wene
playing, I& was Hitle hit chaotic
for the first 1en minuies, we
asmerted o bt of dominance. To
lake tlae bead into bl dme, we
just had w grind if out. The
hooking and Wocking was
superh. When things weren'
galtrg well lorus, we just snsck
thee k"

They never siopped grinding
nnd grafiing and that persever.
ance pdd of. The lorwards
appiied corstant heat and made
Killare difeniders cam tie right
to chear their lines, Manager
Sean Fleming denvanded that
wodk ethic from his players. ©1
il like 1o sy that we mosdel
erursehves o Kilkenny bt i was
wery muwch the case that the for-
wards are the first line of
defenoe. You could see fhat. The
ameount of hassling, harassing
and tackding thag our forwards
did was incredshle”

Giouls éfther side of the inger.
val by Absling Power and Beth
Caston transfarmed this fnal,
Power's hard eamed green flag
an 29 minutes sent Waterfond

g o R T T e

i

o the lead for the very first gmse. Thene
was adh element of good forune about
thie second as Beth Canon's close. infree
Froem thee lefowing skidded past three Kil.
e bodies and nesided In the comer of
ihe net Waterfoed kept their opponeris
2l a distonce from there (o the findsh,

Bundle of encigy Lotraine Bray
eamed the player of the malch gong on
her firse Croke Park appearanco. The
diminutive mumber nine persstently
turned wp to josbe for possession in
scynim sieuations aroamsd the cenitee &ned
her endurance bevels never waned. Lass
vear's Al [reland minor medallis con-
tributed three points from five shots
Inechudding two second half effans wpush
ot thee bead. She ioak a nasty blow o the
Imhridmarﬁi thi end bt she scarcely

1

Shrewd tactical manoeuvres along
fher lime also eased them inio this game.
Patricia Jackman swapped places with
penaiie Simpson and slipped seamlessly
Into the sweeper role, I allowed the
Gallltir native grow into the game and
alse interfened with Kildare's fast star
She consumed high ball and alse
sprayed smart deliveries into the for-
warcls, [1afforded Simpson the freedam
1o plough forward from midield and
benefited immediately with a polnt
befose the break. Shona Curran also
made & bsge impact around that secior
when she was inroduced during the
oponing half. She imposed ber physical-
ity, wom nerial bastles and desplayed ber

nd hiadl

e

W, | T

b .‘_' e
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batl carrying abilides. *They did a
tactical manve on us which veas mying 1o
isolate Trish lstkman and we declded
that we wite mol galng to allow that so
we moved hor back Inte o central
defensive position and pushed Jeanis
Simpsen forward into midficld, jennle
and Shons Ciran gave sterding displays
o1 the middle oflthe Held”

Waierford experienced a harmowing
first quarter as the rain poured down on
fones” Hoad. Kildare centre forward
Moelle Early palemed vo the Hill 16 pet
after jiest two mimutes. Melissa Lyons
snack in behind the Délse cover and
event theagh the Miues defence avered
ithe danger initially through Deirdre
Brennan and Kave McMahon, Susie
O Carroll passed off for Earley to force i
In ligh over Brennan, Waterford choso
b0 place Alslieg and Digwn Powes in a pve
prongod artaek with Caithriona
MeGlone in an unfumndliar role at mid-
fietel. Full back Carod Nolan was beft spane
i palice the Déise dua,

Cormer forwards Mebizta Lyons and
Emser Rullly added Kildare points as
Waterford piled on five wides into the
Canal End. Alsling Power, Niamh Rock-
efl, Losraine Bray and Patricia lackoman
all mdssed across te opening hall bouwr,
Tuckasan was dended by the first ever
Humkeye ruling in 2 camogie game.

Beth Camon carved oot & much
sought after opener all her favouned befi
sixdeon 14 minuies and she followedtha
up with = free. Ten scoreless milmstes
unfobded where both sides slogped f out
iin the tricky weather conditions, Nismly
Rocke batded gamely od centre forvard
sl she bocated Lommaine Bray toscore,
In the next play, Caithriona MeGlane
SeAE Jennie SEmpLon ot open space 1o
bedt owver anothor

WWith 29 mainubes Sheia Cuer

ran cursed her luck after her polmt elion
Lagped shart and dropped around the
pralenouth. Aisling Power cosgh the li-
atar st et slip out of lber grasp. She
e however ard fend -
e off thee Kilcdare seciminy o leather the
ball pass Raisin O'Connell. The goal-
Eeeper will ke disappodneed as the shal
camse straight at her But she couldn’s bat
it pul. The ioams with Water-
ford precty clialfed po take a 1410 1-2
lead.

——— e =

Anather bodt from the blse arrived
early in the second period. Camon col-
lecred a quick delivery by Jpcloman b
was whistled back far an earlier foal as
shee bsare down on gaal, The 17 vear old
stood ovier the desd ball to the left of the
posts and her kow strike caaght the Kil-
adare defence nunesares, The net bulged
bichind them = Carton claiened her sixth
goal of the champlonship (2-4 to 1-2)
Whether she infendied B or not, Waier-
farel sudderdy found theimselves in tofal
charge of thix final.

Kildare replivd Immpdiately with
Emer Reilly on targel after Sasie (V2
ridl bonked to be therash o6 B
wom another e as hwdmtmd:mw l?i
centre bud Carted didn't conpect prop-
ertyamd it kanded shy of the rget. Jennie
Shitipaot arsd Mool Marissey spamed

Hurthir opportanities to cash o on their
midfield dominance. Caithricna
MGlone rereived reatmsent after taking
a heny hit. Simpeon anid jackman alsa
requined aneptkon during the secand
halfzs a result of Kildare challenges.
Oyl mérmutess, Moerissey sousded af
o veam score. Beth Carvon and Aksling
Ponwer chased down a bost cauge and
evenmally foreed the memever far the
experienced Lismaone forwand to shoal
with accurscy. Ninmh Rocket was
replaced by Vialere O Brien bar bizarmely
reqursed oo the fedd 2 minoie laker: With
her first involvement as a suhstitse,
Rkt mande no mistake after lackeman
dielivered the balbindront of the 51 Anne's
forwasd, Hray stnetched Sheload w seven
writE1 ruine misies Jedl.

Mtiess Lyems abosed out on 2 Flawd
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Walerford captain
Caithricns MoGlans Lifts
this

Stand o

McGlone conquers
Croke Park hoodoo

BY TOMAS MCCARTHY

Caithriona McGlone has walked away
from Croke Fark empry handed inthe
i after All Ireland club finals with
ismore, On this occasion, the
sihvervwarns tavelled back home on the
team bus. In thelr fourth year a1
intermediate bevel, Waterford weren't
Ieaving this oppormunity stip.

“It's absolutely huge, I've been here
ihree tinnes befoee and I never won hene
0 £ et & win Ninally | grea for Waberfoed,
Wie'vie bsben e for the last conple of years
loding ouf in the semi Snel s o finally gt
taCmke Park, to play thero and pot L B
z:ltwu = fnnur;u:ful Winterford and

pursdempe gils comimg up”

Miciloess fodlosed the sime pathns chub
cnlleagun Nicak Mosrissiy fous yoams pre-
witnes Lo besading the tesam up to the podiane

(] m;mn.mu:rlngﬁul;lrr‘, We've been
weniting o couple ol years bt Lo to Anally
et upihere mnd Lk the cup was absalusely
Eanvimse”

The Deéfse splutbered inso B following
yit anather false stan. “In all of our malch-
5, we vere slow o s Watred o change
that amd get ol 10 8 good ta buit B wasm't
£ b, Meryte il was the field and the crowd
that we are et used to playing in. 1'd say
there probabdy was a few nerves in the
camp. it all worboed 0w in the end. Fifteen
O Wity misuLes it the game, we wiene
ey el aid wee Blcled an from then”

MecGalone traded herunsd postieg cloae
ta the Earpget for o Brieg soini ot rmddold. The
decizion even caught the capaain Iy it »
prise. “Fwans pleked st nsbdBeld kst week
when the ieem was named. | think itvasa
bt of & shisek 1o mysell a3 well Look, I'll
iy i arny pesition, I'm bapy st iobe on

the field. Lockly, it wasn't as bad s 1
thoarghi b was godng i he™

Walerfiord s tackle count shot through
the real and MeGlone prajsed the back-
room team for equipping chem with ihe
necessary ineds Al trabning in Walksh Parka

g0, Brother Phillp Byan gathened

the team in frent of the bank and peided
thizm thiciagh a hooking and Becking dndl
wilh e sliotass in uee. “We woek onthat in
trainieg alot;” MoGlone confirmeed. “Heoth-
er Phil wousk] be dirilling i tha heaking anl
becidng and our work rate 1o keep going
and going and never ghee up

Play was stopped for couple of minuies
It the secorad hall o allow for aienten s
o in for the stricken member ten, “I'm
affier petting o bit of s dead beg. Weo'l worey
alhout that fater s enjoy the celebrations”

Days like these in Croke Park must be
aivoiared,

That Wateriord back-rmarm
aftor the finad whisthe in C

Puark

A 4

L@

eye decision but Kildare milled
briefly through Two Susie
O"Carrell points (one from &
free and one from play). Their
muarguees forvwand vas well mar-.
shalled by Wikki Falcaner and
Wsterfonds mddfield monapaly
also considernbly redwoed the
supply. During this spell of
pressure, Moelke Exrley was
harshly penalised by refores
Jenny Byrna as she seemed o
be clearly fowled while making
her pianunids o
ﬁaﬁm composid them-
sebves again. Jackman marched
forward 1o sbot a foee and con-
solidnte thils position. The bril.

rrBray at her best in busy traffic ﬁ

[iant Bray appeaced in the right Poswer, V. OBrien for Rockelt, C. Forde, 0. Bambury; 5 Hurbey,

place again in the first adeled B Rockett for Momissey, C, M. Earioy, L Keathey, £ Reily 5.

minute to drive in her third  Murphy for McGlone, D Power  C'Camol, M. Lyors. Subs: H

eoinn which was confirmed by %ﬂmhﬂﬂtmk hmT fior Forde, O, By S gy

he cochirclogy, Weteziocd Flanagan, C Nokin mru Byma (Dublin) ¥ Bocerlhe Bty e el Dxcnisrines veith that socapd nusiis
subs an X St Lol Phayer of the hous Lormine Bray left everything outan the fiekl — msgor beefore Witerford reactid. "When Kikdare gotthe S goal,

siihs and management gath-
pred along the touchline and
rushed onto the feld after
fvrse's bast blast of the whistle,
ftall on senbor cemogie In 2016,
! s Waterford - Beth
Carion 1-2(1-17], Alsling Power
1-0, Lomsing Bray 0-3, Jennic
simpson, Micola Morrissey,
sijamb Racketr, Patricia
J:ll.'l-:Inu.rllmrEHml_;"“ n
Kidare - z
Susig OCasroll (1f), Emer Reilty
o= each, m;?‘éﬁ.-:;rq
WATERFORD: ;
pckishon, ©., Whyie V. Falcor
. £ Rainer, L Simgrson, | Haf-

A Lyons, R Gomnan, . Famelt

JONCRET,

W Piser f

Charlotie Raher,
elebrate,

and Siboal Mame;
Lt

ot Sumday. As one of tbe smalbest o the =
excelled armde thee Buistle and busile Hmmm}d&hinndmﬁdh;:luhl:
phvysical coplmstations.

“Lenmaine Heay basbeen herode fros all Fean Flemi
checlured. *For o gl of ber stae, the amoun nmmalﬂndg
arsd the amsount of fght Bist's in ber she I8 ascering threat, shee
tackles hard, she supports players, shi b hack and helps plavers,
ﬁ;ﬁaw“hﬂmwn:mmMmﬂw
IFRin,

The Cappodquin representntive modesily nccepted the
acchaien, “I'm absohsicly detighted. [ still think that they picked
ﬂzﬁmﬂﬂ‘lmnﬂym behall off ihe girls. The smount

v s i all vesr was uneeal, We ing the enad
ot the ftsh” 4 ris o

Heer display didn't comse ot of nowhere. By carnod
paoantion froam the 3004 All leeland mipar winning set-sp
ursder the gsdanco of Shane Alicamne. She has mised o fagin
every Mgt championship game and compleped the eaton

":Ilh a peersonial haul of 1-9 fiom B pame.

I st ks back arsd wie got a bitof 2 shock” By efected. “Once
wie gof those twogoals, we stayed on top and kepd going”

Ehe had Boersce 1o roam about on Sundsy even though che
was statinreed up frent ar Brs. I they wern playing fifteen on
fifbeers, | v grdng b Rl Forvwasd. If thee was o sweeper, Do
ceamisg et Then | ot moved i 1o the wing and played there
for the restal the match.”

Shye recogenised the valume of support n the stanids snd also
{be buzz abowt the county in the bulkd-up (o ihe fnal “The
suppart was uaneal, they s ahsohitely unhelicvable, Expecial-
Iyin small places, | conse feom Mellery mysell and ther wen
b s from tsern. All around ten: hes been a greal atmos-
et sronend e couindy; 'S been brilllant”

Theere [ no neason o fieaf the step-uap bo senbon mmogle e
wraacn [ her eyes "1 defindiehy think ghat v ane going o ghe |
ane husidred per cent There's & very yosungg ioam o thee snd
evoryone b= up and coming. Thoee willl bo even more youn
Tredarsds I s J
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Laois and Louise
end three years

213
1-6

Laois
Roscommon

By Danis J, Croke

LADIS put the disappointment of
losing the kast two All-lreland fi-
naks 1o run out dasEndang win-
ners at the third time of asking.

I & rain-soaked Croke Park on
Sunday the Laois girls made light
of the horrendous conditions to
keep their heads and get the bet-
ter of a resclute Roscommon side.

Apart from the opening guar-
ter when Roscommon matched
them score for scone, Laois al-
ways looked the betver hurlers.
But it took a touch of good for-
tune 1o turmn the tde the O'Moore
girks’ vy,

When Lags were awarded 8
penalty 15 minutes in after Ao-
ife Burke was fouled, it was no
great surprise to see Sarah Ann
Fitrgerald step up o take the
frea. Althowgh her initial shol was
will blocked by the Roscommon
keepier, Canoline Connaughton,
the Lagis midfisider followed up
to get the touch (o see the shotar
owver the line from the rebowund.

After the match Fitzgerald was
madest saying it was her mo-
mentum that carrded her Torward
and that it was like 'slow motion'
watching the ball just maka it
ower the line before Connaughton

L

got back to clear it.

Hardly had the Lagis celebra-
tinne died down when Losise Ma-
homy drilled a ball into Laura Ma-
rie Maher. The full forward did
brilliantly to controd the sliotar on
her stck, turn and biast it 1o the
corner of the net. Two goal in the
space of a minute and surely Lao-
is ware on their way to the title.

The weight of having lost the
last two finals seemad to weigh
on Lagis shoulders in the opening
half as Roscommen more than
held their own, particularly in and
around the midfield sector, Simi-
larly the westerners defence was
rock solid making lfe very diffi-
cult for the Laois forwards,

Lowise Mahony, wiho was the
man of the match award, opened
Laois’ acoaunt with a free in the
opening minute after Laura Ma-

rie BMahar had beon fouled. Maha-

ny was then wide from play, her
only inaccuracy of the afternoon,
before Kelly Hopkins levelled af-
fairs from a placed ball five min-
utes later.

Another Mahony free edged
Laois back in frant anly 1o have
it cancelled out by Clare Curbey.
With 13 minutes gone the sides
wera still level after Niamh Dol-
lard, with an excellent point from

50 metres, and Hopkins (45) trad-

ed scores.
The gama turned firmly in Lao-
is' favour betwean the 15th and

Lacis" Amy Loughman put under pressure by Carmel Killeen and
Boattio

Jonnns

f losing misery

16th minutes thanks to Fitzger-
gld's and Maher's goals, but the

* fact remained that while Laois

now held a six-point advantage, it
was just five scores to three, and
Roscommon always looked dan-
gerous when they delivered high
balls into thair full forward line.

Annette McGeanay pulled a
point back for Roscommon in the
17th minute but from thera to the
braak it was all about Laois.

Thrae and hall minutes befora
the break they might well have
had their third goal after MNia-
mh Dollard worked hard and got
the ball to Amy Loughman on the
adge of tha square but she mis-
hit it.

But Lawis finish the halfin a flur-
ry. Aoife Burke pointed from play,
Elaine Mahony landed an inspi-
rational paint, while sister Lou-
ise rounded off the hal’s scoring
with another free to send Laois
into the break lading 2-6 to 0-4,

An eight-point cushion looked
comfortable going into the sec-
ond half, but within four minwutes
of the restart that advantage had
bean halved. When Lagis failed
o clear their lines two minutes in,
Miamh Farrell pounced to bang
the sliotar to the net. Two minutes
later Hopkins converted anothar
free and Lagis knew they were in
for a battle.

Just as guickly as the Roscom-
mon revival had began it was
killed off, but not without a bat-
tie, But Laois were now taking
firrn control of the middle third
with Fitzgerald and Oliga Parkin-_
son immense. Another notice-
able aspect of the Laois display in
the latter stages was their fitness.
They seemed to have plenty left
in the tank while Roscommaon vis-
ibly wilted.

‘While the final 25 minutes was
all about Louise Mahoney's accu-
racy from play and frees, it was
the work being done around her
that created those chances, Her
fourth point of the afternoon was
a thing of beauty as she won pos-
session went on a 30 meatra run
and split the posts without ever
handiing the sliotar.

The Harps forward to add six
more points, eqgually divided be-
tween frees and from play, ensur-
ing the cup was heading south
down the M7. Roscommon’s on-
Iy responsae in this perod was a
Sdth minute frea from Hopkins.

The hong wait was over and Lag-
s can now look forward to mix-
ing It with the bast in the intarma-

diate grade next yvear. On the evi-
dence of this past 12 months they
will be well capable of holding
their own,

LADIS: Laura Dunna; Mairdad
Burke, Rosemary Bermingham,
Aigling Burke; Elaine Mahomy {0-
1), Eimear Delaney, Sarah Creagh;
Olga Parkinson, Sarah Ann Fitz-
gerald (1-0); Niamh Dollard {0-1),
Louise Mahony (0-10, 71}, Alsling
O'Dea; Amvy Loughman, Laura Ma-
ria Maher (1-0), Aoife Burke (01},
Suba: Dawn Maortimer for O'Dea
{20m), Claire Walsh for Creagh
{59m), Sharon Moylan for Burke
{50m), Catriona Downey for 2777,
Sile Burke for Loughman (59m)

ROSCOMMON: Caroling Con-
naughton; Carmed Killeen,
Siobhan Coyle, Aisling Byrne; Su-
san Spillane, Elaine Daly, Joanne
Beattie; Niamh Coyle, Rachel Fitz-
maurice: Kelley Hopkins (0-4, 3f, 1
45}, Annette McGeeney (0-1), Re-
becca Brannan; Claire Curlay (0-
1), Niamh Farrell {1-0), Fiona Con-
nefl-Jones.

Subs: Margaret Fannon for Con-
nall-Janes (21m), Carolng Dowl-
ing for R. Brénnan (31m), Maave
Brennan for Curdey (S6mj), Na-
eleen McCormack for Farrell
(59mj), Caitriona Morris for Killean
(59m)

Refares: Grainne Coulter {Conem)

A happy ¢

By Denis J. Croke

1 DON"T believe there was a hap-
pier woman in Ii'd;?d ngjﬁf
than Laois captain Miam ard.
She arrived into the media briefing
clasping the All-Ireland cup kke it
was a winning lottery ticket,

“It's a surreal feeling at the mo-
ment, all you want i5 to get that cup
lifted. 1 suppose when we get home
'l sink in, | suppose we'll get a bil
emotional but we won't worry about
that yet,” she said.
Niamh is already looking to the fu-
ture, hoping this will the start of
something big for Laois camogie,
alluding to it when she said in her
acceptance speech, “here come the
ol times”.

“We've struggled to get over that
hurdle the past few years and we
eveniually did, so please God we
can push on in the intermediate
championship. We've played  num-
ber of intermediate teams already
50 we know we can put it up to the
best of them, o we'll sec what pext
year will bring us now.”
But was she neryvous when Hoscom-
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aptain and a happy camper

=] wouldn't say 1 was nervous, We
knew they were foing to have a
spell when they would come back
inte the game, they weren't go-
ing to lie down at half time and
gay ‘here we'll give to Lagiz'. That
doesn’t happen. We know wie'd have
Lo weather the storm in that first
ten mimotes of the second half and
when we started getting the points
o thie board we knew wie'd push on
and win it.”

She pald tribute to manager David
Cuddy for the work they had put
in, and that fitness told in the final
guarter. :

“There were days in Trumera when
vou wouldn't put the dog out In the
weather and we were oul there run-
ning 40/20s and the figure ulgu],a
that David is famous for You'd
drive into the hurling field and
you'd look at the comes and o el
be dreading it before you'd even get
out of the car. But on days like this
you don’t mind those things, you e
alisa that it takes that kind of work
to get over the line”

Shz was quick 1o pay tribute to her
two team mates standing along:
gide her, ' Sarah Anne

Lauira Maric Maher,
i G e L ball

by Laairn Marie, and get Sarah Anne
on the ball, they would get us the
results. They are two great play-
ers. To get the ball into them, and
credit to the backs, they were the
ones that got the ball up through
the lines to the forwards, so ook, i
a team effort but as they say goals
win matches™

They turncd losing the past two fi-
nals into a motivating fctor.

Miamh Dollard leads out the Lasis team in Croke Park

|

“Nobody wanpls to come out of
Croke Park two years in a row with
adefeat, so we surely weren't going
o let it happen thrse years ina row.
That what we were talking about at
half time, ‘don't lot this slip, don't
led thiz slip”. We weren't going back
into that dressing room defeated
again. So, yeah, it was huge moti-
vation for all the girs to push on *

LIBERTY INSURANCE PREMIER JUNIOR CAMOGIE ALL-IRELAND FINA

What a huge
fference a
year can make

By Donis J. Croke

TWELVE months ago David Cud-
dy [oced the unenvialble task of
talking to the media after watch-
ing his side lose an All-Ireland fi-
nal o Down. He alzo hod the diifi-
cull task of trying to 1ift beis charg-
o3 wive had sulfered socoossive de.
feats.

On Sunday you could not stop
the Castletown man grinning
from ear (o ear. He not only lifted
the girls but had moulded them
into a very successive outfit who
thoroughly deserved their day in
the: sum, although it was raining
heavily all through the game.

"It's great. This & wonderful.
There's nobody wants 1o go in-
ta a losing dréssing room, espe-
cially whean you are in charge. It
takes & lot of people to put things
in place but ultimatety the buck
stops with you and it's nice to be
a winner,” he said after the gams.

“This is huge. There's an awe-

Tul difference down thera in the
dressing room. A compléte scana
ol devastation last year The year
before | cam't speak for, | wasn't
involved but it was devastation
last year. And we spake about
that all year, that feeling of davas-
tatien and the disgusting feeling
of basing twoin & o We didn't
want i be o team to lose three in
arow."”

Bast it hadn't been easy, despita
the final scongline.

"It wag tense enough. It was a
dogfight from start 1o finish. Wea
expadated that aftar our zemi-fi-
nal win over Westmaeath, We ax-
peidcted it to be something similar
and | supposk the way the game
panmed out, The two goals in the
first half were & major turning
point, It gave us a bit of 8 cushsen
that we hedd on to for most of the
gams,” he said.

But then David hadn't expected
anything else from Roscommong.
“To be fair to them, thay had a
lot of wides in the firat half 30 we

Were very conscious of that at
half time. Even thowgh wa warna
ahead by eight points, and ten
the margin ot the final whisthe, wa
didn't play as well 8% we can play
today, But than again [ suppose
All Iralands arg all about winning,
It's not alsout playing well, It's
aipout getting ovar the ling and
winning them,

"Thay hacd Ehﬂt p!‘lrrsil:ul siza
OUEr Stime of our players, They
used that to full sdvantage to-
day. But then again | thought,
while they were causing prob-
lems, once the ball dropped to
tha ground, we were quick to get
in an regroup and win that sec-
ond phase possession.”

_ David conceded the two golas
i the space of a8 minube midway

through the opening half were
crucial

“Thay ware key. Scoring one isa
great boost and when you get the
sacond, it really gave the whaole
thing a Eft. It gave us that bit of &
cushion. Even though they came
out and sconed 1-1 against us,
they never got it back under that
three, four paint mark.™

But it wasn't all about the for-
weards, tha defance played its part
100 keeping Roscommon scone-
bess for abmost 20 minutes after
tha: goals.

“Again owr backs stood up o
the mark and our midfield real-

Iy got on top in the sacond half,
Every Lirme we came raiding, we
kept the scoreboard ticking over.
That was important in itzelf.®

And in Louise Mahony, Lagis
hawve a sharp shooter of the high-
a5t calilne,

"I don't think she missed a fres.
Cne in particudar, | remember just
hare on the siceling in the first
half, it was a smashing point. For-
iy yards out and it sailed over the
biack spor. That's Louiss, Sha's
bean around on this eam fora
lang time and I'm absakstely de-
lighted for hee"

Laoks waill mosw ply thair trade at
miterrmediate level next year but
they have shawn this year they
ang capable play at that leval aftai
their perfarmances in Division 2
of the league;

"Il just saéd whaen | spoke 1o the
girts ingide, really if they take it
in their haads to celebrate fora
manth or bwo, whatever it takes,
then knuckle back down, tha
whole lot of them, and wark hard
because thera's nothing 1o stop
those girs from playing in that
sacond gamea (intarmedate final)
heére today because they have
pleyed at that leval and they're
mara than capable of matching
any of thosa teams,

frv the end tha victory was dowin
to the players and the cffort they
putin, said David.

“They put in a huge effort, Con-
ditfons some nights when you go
training, you wouldn't feal Bke go-
i oaat yourseif. Thay chomp at
ihe bit to get out there and train
and that's what they do and that's
what they do bast. Thay keep
turning up in raining and work-
ing hard and they're ahways keok-
irig for that bit of improvemant.
They're ahsays booking for that lit-
tle bit oxtra to get them over the
ling,

“Anybody can hurd bast to play
at a high level, you have to be fit.
That's the key thing. Your fitness
witll ahways come to the fone. if
gga_&ﬂhmg. ||;:.wu£ dong, you hava
noAlMng to fear whin you go out
thara and these di .'gﬂrk:hﬂrﬂﬁ"
the long wintar's nights.® :
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senior camogie final the chant by

many of the Cork players was ‘one

Ficture: Inpha/Ryan Byme

is invaluable and have no doubt her in-

fluence played a major part in thelr win
the onSunday. Cool and calm on the pitch she

THE REWARD: Cork goalkeeper Anife Murray celebrates with the 0Duffy Cup after the All-Ireland

senior camogie final win over Galway on Sunday.
¥ be heard at the end of next season,

an-  whether they retain the title or not.
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With so many young plavers in

squad having someone like Aoife around  never ssems fo be miffled and with two 20

FEAT,

Have no doubt if she does ihe same will
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tired of, no matter how many

\)

Mardyke Arena

Congratulations to Cork
on winning the All Ireland
Senior Camogie
Championship 2015
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d has worked really hard

this year and I think we got

our rewiard out there.

you have, If yon work hand in
Lifer and in sport you normally
get the rewards and this

=4 lot of people had written
% off earlier in the year and
b e Fadr you conldn®t blame
them. We were really annogysd
with ourselves after the
league final loss to Galway,

B
but 1 think it was alsoe the

o DO 1w mod usys o G
ued nod JUpqlemes s jel, ﬁmﬂuﬂ.:m
-5TP B 8 11 'nok o) 108 jmis ey 1) poe
SPlodent Inoqe AUy aIe nod g,

"AIBY 84 0] }Sa HNjOsgE N0

A3) oA PUE BI9L] &) o SOURLS © 188 ok

Jead A1as g arat] Sujag swof Anjosqe |

e Surfed da0] [ UTENE WOM Sq o) M)
51 dna MLL “Teak mau e 57 5ol q.

‘ydnoy

5008 O[1SIYM [RUL] oY) UM JEY)

INOGE JURL) £[eas L upmom nog, qaes

UaHI[Lg “Tat[jafoj[e MOu OF SARY o,
‘sies ays ,0HILIE pue Jlessu ‘g,

g LI R ET
aiQeEyIvidoed ayy pasejdosop urele
Aapong] dapen ayy wo paysnd usy

JE Sl
=l atfs Inouoy 1o (1od jo doy oy e

and the work we had to do to
have any chance of retaining
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Gamogie gir|

i ) \
By Denis J Croke ;

THERE ware jubilant and emaotional scones
i Croke Park on Sunday whan Laois
oampagie team made histary when
claiming their first acult Al-reland titla
This was something this group of girls
have bawn throatening to do over the
Past coupla of years.

Their victory is all the more remarkable
az they had to put the dis appointment

. to e o winnaer,” he said,
of losing the last two finals but ware detormined After all tha hard work, the girls have said thoy
they would not be remambered as the team that

willl enjoy that wining feeling, celebrato in styla
B o5t threo ima row. o bafore getting back down to the hard work of
making a name for themslaves in tha intar-
mediate grade,
Report, interviews and photographs on
Pages 6063

girls make history

Team captain Niamh Dollard describad the winning lealing as
surraeal’s “All you want s to'get that cup ifted: | suppose whaon
we get homa it'll sink in. | suppose we'll got a bit smational, but
we won t warry about that yet,” said Mianmh.

It was a huge change for managar David Cuoddy, now in his
sacond year in chmrju_

"This is wonderful. There's nobody wants o go into
n losing dressing room, espocially when yeu are in
charge. It takes & lot of people fo put things in place
but uitimately the buck stops with you and it's nice

il =

ols enmogis captain Biamh
mrd lifts the oup
Phctt: INPHO Cathal Noonan

of the victariows Cork senior ié team an South Mall, Cork City, SEE: News 4; Spoet 12
Cork captain Ashling Thempson with the 0'Duffy Cup, ot the hamecoming £amag ity el






