


Celebration time
for the All-Stars

THE All-Star bangquel takes place this
evEning.

It's an exclting event for those in-
volved. We've previewed Lo date goal-
koepers, full-backs, hall-backs and
midfielders from other countics who
Aoife Murray, Rena Buckley, Laura
Treacy, Pamela Mackey, Goemma
0'Connor, Eimear 0'Sullivan and
Ashling Thompson are competing
with for a position, Today we closg
with booking at the hall-forwands and
full-forwards who Orla Cronin, Orla
Cotter, Katrina Mackey and Amy
D'Connat ane up against.

Anife Keane (Clare) Keano §s one of
five Clare players who recoived an All
Stars nomination for her pl‘:]‘fﬂ]‘ﬂ'l.-
pances this year. Having progressed

throngh the underage ranks Keane

can feel a great sense of pride as her ca-
recr progresses, This {5 her fiest All-

Stars nomination.

Dionise Ganle (KilkKeimy: Last year’s

.P'Ia'_-'-:r of the Year turned in another
fantaztic season in the black and
amber jorsey. Division 1 League and

Lainster honmirs this year meant K-

kenny still claimed some Silverware.

Seoring two pointd in the All-Ireland

final, it is Denize’s third All-Stars

nomination. ey

Katie Power (Kilkenny) The Pil-
{own stalwart has been involved in the
Kilkenny set up for many Years now,
maving a pivotal E:lri i e SOEoees
that has come the Cats way. Power got
on the =core sheet in the All-Ireland
decider in September and after an-
other impressive vear she has recedved
her elghth All-Stars nomination, own-
ing teen nwands.

MNiamh Mulcahy (Limerickh Reclipl-
ent of two Searing Stars awards, Young
player of ihe Year and four All-Stars
nominations, Niamh Muleahy 15 re-
parded as one of the best attackers in
the game. The Limerick capiain is
fethal from placed balls and her in-
fiuence on her teammates is inspira-
ticnnl

Shelley Kehoo (Wexford): This Wox-
fiorel star has had an incredible journey
and her carcer continies o 2o [Pom
strength to strength. Hitting three
polnts in her sida’s All-Trelnmd Senbor
guarter-final defeat to Dublin she re-
mnined a shining Heght in an otherwise
digheartening day for Wexford.

Chloe Morey (Clarek The Sixmile-
bhradge sharpshooder was ih lethal form
this season and ks deserving of yed an-
ather All-S5tars nominetion. Moroey
reglstered 0-15 poinis against Walter-
ford in the early roumds of the Cham-
plonship and i looking (o add another
awnrd (o the callectbon having won thee
desired All-Stars accelade kack in

B #13, In total, it 1= her Afth nomination.

Algling Mahor (Daeblink: Thiz is the

.l'.lr:-il namination for the 5t Vincent's'
Mayor who hns continued fo go fhom
sirength to sirength. The Trindty Col-
lege sports scholar was recogmdsed as
.,IJ'lID'IiH'i Youmg Plnyer of the Year last
year and after winning back to hkack
al:luh champlonships Maoher will no
doubt be & player to watch in the fu-
Thre,
Anife Donobue (Galvay): Receiving

The Ballincollig '14 team that won the B county camogie championship recently. See right

for match report.

her third consecutive All-Stirs nomk-
nntion, Dopnahise will be beaking to add
ler second accolade to the collection
after anothor impressive year for the
Galway girls. The Mullagh comer for-
ward posed & real from open play,
while adding the crucial scores from
placed balls when needed. Donohiie
was the tog seaper for the mareon ouk-
fit in thelr semi-final defeat to cham-
plans Cork.

Aflish O'Reilly (Galwav): Another
dupondalde and chinbeal moe in the Gil-
way Tull-forward lne, O Rellly domi-
nated dofonooes with her sheor strength
and agility. The full-forwand from Or-
anmore Mavee ked the seoring chars
thraughaut the championshis and luas
bt mecognised for hér excellont dis-
plays by recedving her fourth AllStars
nomintion.

Julie Ann Malone (Kilkenay): Last
yisr's recipient veed another fine
geagon for the Cats as she comentod

Valley Rovers celebrate after defeating Blackrock in the SE Systems Cork Camogie Senior

hier role as a key operator in the Tull
forward Hne for Kilkenny. The balli-
aval ace fodlowed on from her Player
of the Match performance in the All-
Ireland final last year by striking two
inis in the All-Ireland degider in
ember.

Miriam Walsh (Kilkenny): The
teacher from Tallarean is looking to
add further silverware o the collec-
tion after recedving back-to-back All-
S nominations. With three MNational
League titles, fwo Leinster champlog-
ship titles and an All-Treland Senjor
Champlonship tielé to go with her
maiden All-Stars win Inst year, she
continues to build a collection of
awards that her performances merit.

Orla O Dweyrer (Tipperary): Desplto
missing ot an & seml-final spot with
Tipperary this yewr, (XDwyer kas con-
tinued to hlodsom in the county ool
olirs o recent seasons, After winning
the Player of the Match accolade in the

o ol
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Factune: David Keane

e@eThe All-Star
event is an exciting
evening for everyone
involved...

Minor All-Ireland final last vear the
Tyear-old continued her good form in
2017, The Cashel star is the solé nomi-
nee from the Premier m'll'rll'ir'.

Beth Carton (Waterford): It has been
& great senson for the Watesford super-
star who was swnrded the Littlewoods
Drivision 1 League Plaver of the League
Avward back in Moy, The De La Salle
callege student has racked up some
phenomenal scores for her side
throughout the campaign, having al-
ready achisved Ali-lreland glory at
minar level,

Chloe Fose (Wesford): The young-
ater from the 51 Martin®s club is one of
n now fresh batch of players enlering
the Wexford ranks, Clinical, sirong
amd pacey. Foxe has every element o
Iser game that you want from your at-
tackers and she hag recently taken
over the daties from placed balls. Thiz
is the first nomination for Foxe.

Good ek 1o the Cork girls

Impressive
Balincolig
U14shit

Cobhforsix

m Mary Newman

6-3
4.4

Ballincollig
Cobh

AN EXCITING contest in
the U14 B championshi
final saw with Eallincol
crowned champions at the

of Cobh ina
highly-entertaining garme
where there Were some ¢x-
cellent scores on both
sides recorded.

The opening half was
close and jusl a polat sop-
arated them at the break
Sorcha McCarthy was on
target with two Grst-hall
Ballincollig goals while
Cilara O°"Brien was on tar-
et with one,

Trara Digein and Ava
Meaney responded with
Cobh goals and as the
sides dug deop to gain con-
tral but they were evenly
matched as both picked
off poinis,

For Ballincollig Ella-
beth McCarthy, Lily May
Farrell and Sorcha
MeCarthy kept the score-
board ticking over.

Cobh were equal to ihe
challenge with points
from Abbie Mackessy and
Ava Meaney and at the
break, it was 3-3 to 3-2 in
Ballincollig's faveur,

Baih sides worked hard
through the second haif
with nna Barry-Smyth
doing Trojan work at mid-
field for Ballincollig. and
Miriam Healy working
hard io ensure they main-
tained their lead.

Danielle O'Connor, who
stepped in to play her first

e in goal for Ballincal-
ig following a kate injury
to their regular keeper
had a great game, and she
showed huge confidence.

Ballincollig added to
their tally with second-
half goals from Lily May
Farrell, Machh Power ancd
Molly Lordon.

In responss, Cobh had a
Maolly (' Keeffe goal and
two Ava Meaney points
but they failed to bresch
the Ballineollig defence
whi held thelr lines to
record a five-point victory
over i very good Cobly

toam,

Ballincollig Miriam
Healy was named as
Player of the Match fol-
lowing a superb display.
Seora fae Balincolig: S Moladhy
-1, L W Faredl 1-3, M Possts. M Lo=-
ﬁ_f_‘.ﬂ&m 140 sach, E MoCarmy
Cobh; A Maaney 1-3 WM OB, D

in, Molly O'Kealte 1-0 aach, A
Py 01
BALLINCOLLIG: D O Cosninae; 5 McA,
vy, GO Deviavan, R Gipsson; C Gloe-
8o, & Dy foiu A D' Connor, M Heady,
Pl Blarrp-Simiyit, & MeCastivy, L M Faf.
el M Lorgan, £ McCantyy O'Brien, F
Chosricary,
Bk M Pt dar F Cacieey (200
L Drflousks, E 0D

T ACEEL ¥
Oimary, G Baidabey. < B
wggan, B Diggin, ¥ Frawhay, M
. A lbckbagy © Fane
Sube: & Smih for L Ofoorks 8, M
O Fawty tor G Famall 5,




The 2017 Camogie All-5tars awards winners, in Association With Liberty Insurance, at the lﬂmm Hotel, Dublin, on Saturday night. Included are: Camogie

V' Association CED Joan O'Flynn; President

* Daragh O Conchuir

Thena Buckley was named

player of the year and Pau !e:.'Eu:-

ray manager of the year, while
sGemma O'Connor earned a

« recard-breaking ninth individual

of the Camogle Association, Catherine Neary, and Deirdre Ashe, Liberty Insurance

dominated the team with u!i‘m
All-Stars, wh.tfe runners-up Kil
kenny had fou

Beaten :n:-ml finaliats Galway
picked up bwo avwards and Dublin’s
barmstorming ran to the last four
that capturad the imagination of

Picture;Byan Byme/Inpho

Gaclic games history 1o captain
ofee county to senior All-Irelands

therine Feloy (Kilkenny) were the
other first-time fents.

B_rlﬁl:lﬁyl wlrm a I!‘tliH:'JI: 18th in both codes. '.
genior All-Ireland medal between
camogie and ladies foothall When Bons s Car Fabaring Foiey S

Cork defeated Kilkenny last

{HEn:
1 Lacra Traacy (Cok), Gomma O'Connce
aeptember, taking her ahead of T

h] Anniy Dakon |I'I:ﬂlmrrﬂ Ewraar O'Sul-

o

x'ﬁ*?w e

"'pun-du[:urkmp: the boards st the camogie public was rewarded sreat friend and long-time ally Famell [Kilbnray, Ash-
the ‘Insurance Camogie with a first gong for Alsling :ﬁu . ‘“wu;,m1m‘“% B
All-Stars on night. Maher, Shl Joined alite COMPANY jh OResy [aiway), Anbing Mahes [Ty tﬁ'l'l it

The All-lreland champions Laura Treacy (Cork) and Ca- ‘hen becoming the first pnrsa:ln in  &ofe Donohuo (Gakway)
v L W ol ' o P

w = ﬂ_“%‘; ity s ot thar he el Liberty itrines Carmegie AN-5tars Tour wil Sake place atee v

gl menth, T Al-5tars Tour provices (e evclenge o B estens i wihich oo plnery an Bl ot aaly

Cha Cork LEHd Eamugie All-Stars ity ther Camagie Communtty ot afi within e witr aatona! sporting contrat, {aish i acknowledpe our

martrers Loty derancy Ao tol comanue sSsneor off cur gerar Sk oo players.

Awards Selections -

Spraidng on behall of Libermy lmurance. Divector of Porsonal Lines Deirdre Ashe 45

By Camog Press

Prugtod (W1 20T

Ail-irelandd Sevinr champions Cork darvisated the 2017 Camagie M-Stars team spomored By Lerry g

i, Taking eight pLaces 0% this yiar's setection presented by Camogie Assocation President Catherine

Fieary o S OFytt Hooel on Sanrday, Noverser 4 ‘E..
-

Al dreiard rners-up Kiksery receivied four seands, with SomkFraion Galwiry reomiving two rsards and
Dubiin completing the e whth oo ead

This year's. Awards were evira sigrficant s ol of the winning Senior AL-Stars wil sisa be imed 00 the
mmﬂwmwmmnﬂﬂﬂwmmhwnhnﬂhhm
TP st their 006 coufterfarma.

emangen B winers for e Rebeis in debancs were goalioseper Aol Murray, right cormer-teciy and capisin
Rara Buckiey. beft cormer-Sack Lars Treazy, i well a5 Gerrma O'Connor and Drear O%5ullivan s e b -

ack e Cnor s estlpeting & recard rinth Adl-Stars Awiied 10 move her sheed of Weeslord legend Rate 3}
Kelly at v vop ol the Al-Soars. Awands Boll of Hoseor, Ashiing

Tharmaneh wifs GEacind inmidield whist in the forearts Kairina Mackey and Orls Cofter wen selored
et hatif-Forward Une.

-

il Pvre-un Kilkeney e reorptesbed throughet the apine of Bl s with Catherios Fisley at
P b, eveed Cties claieming o P ATStaes, il ar conere Fualf -k, Maghan Farell in mifield and

e Poerpr ot oergre-hatl-foreand 5
Cablwry B Fipreevaned By e Charpsrship’s bop soofm® Allsh ORelly ot fight comer-foneerd and Asfe
Diavatess o P cormer-d orwerd
The ZOTT AL-Stars e i torrsteted with Dbln Rorward Alsing Maner rowirded for hir oy role i thi '::_.

g’ rum 1 T Allreland Seré-Final try being selected - Foraard.
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sl rusmagesr Pl by wars narmed o Marage: of #he Y (5 i wecond Sme after guiding the Relsly
P @ rwcoed 277 All-dreband o

Corks Reva Bucklig sten callecwd the Camogie Associafion/ WP Seior Pussery Plsyer of the Y seerd. %
Cliirw Conffary of Msath wars the recisient of the intermediate soooiae whist Dubln's Aol Bugler was

crsen it the harnkor Playery” Plrger of the Year. AL three were selected lrom a shorifist cormpled iy B

WP aFtir wosing by Intercounty players with the s spancared ey Ubery brlrande.

Al drrand terrediate charmgiors, Meath Lad the 2077 Souring SLars Awarth, repreussted by sis payers b}
Mﬁwunqnmm:mﬂwulmmmﬂmuﬁnmmw =
Gy at teft balf-Forward, Aoife Micogue af fgh hatf-forward end lane Dolen ot full-loreend wha

radlocted an Rl wrth Gaarig Grars Awand

irsermniaciets runsers-up Cork are repressnned by Tour plisjers. faraby WarSEIDA aE right cormirhach. cagkain
s B Cmoieri, i Ll pwrvee- Bk, Sargh Bueisesy ot covvine il -heck and et MrCarthy o1 conane bl g
Ferrwiard,

-

i relaedd Prirwier Jankor charmpilons, #ne fepresenied by Laura Doferty o Left half-hack and Cackmhe
p WeCremsan in Widlield mmnmwﬂhhhm-m-wmﬁ

g Ther HHT Sosring Srars tnam s corrplesed by the inferradate s 6 Cisrlira™s Errrn Bronndn a1 rght el

i e playrrs P 1 rweraryy are role modiels for poong esmain by R a0m0ns g ool v e
ot g linld o iy, e e Lk 1 it ST of S nutsneil v watwirs for playing theer aart i
st a miererahie Camogie Champiorshiod B9 Jadr.

s dmportant far uy b Lierey SSunIeE O Cpntiue A e pendile £ adareness of fomale athieted, and
B aprvige 8 fpaaior the Camagie Al-5tar Asird this i whioh crlebraie B achieemonts of the
oot e pLaYers. I s ey Eating fas furt Bt first ever Liborfy iloraee Camigie Al-50ars. Tour fa
dibaiid Ewes: placy Lrer o ey, bealoing cn our ComaTETTE £ Wi 0 50T wivle providing an
CApTTLTy 17 Rhwesr e game o e gucloades i Bunse

Anils Lane, Chalrperson of the WIPA tomrrenied

= Hir e L i i o ETLAATIENS 60l of B romiaies and command e foe beng e saedlens
o el i B et anef couny: sinplapry she Fpteser bevins oo sl ang commrtraml dhve o e
[k

"I e W oelptriade M achicvament of the o wortly Plivers” Flayor of the Fake weioraers, S
Buckiny, (laine Gaffey ang Aory Sugier. Fach hunve by chosen by i poers J The puestanging exponirty
off D grarmae, periiees e gt erisuar wihich car b pav & Jy player

S ucl ST corstnane et e RuearSs 0 AT

2017 Mll-Stary oarn sgarnend by Lberty irurante
Goalimeper: Aste Murray ek} - 7% Time Winner
Faght Cormer-Blacic Bena Breidey (Cork]) - 5% Time Wioner
Fuil-lacic Cathieing Foey Mk emy] - T Tems Wirnner {Won irermestate foaring Sue in 2008
Life Comer-Backc Laurn Trescy (Cork] = T Time Winner
Fight Half-Baci: Geervva 0'Cannor (Coris) - 0™ Time Wianer
Centre Hall Back: Anng Cutton (Kikeney] - 5% Time Winner
Liefe k- Back: Eirmeer 1 Sullivans (k] = 77 Time Winces
MicHiaid Melghan Farreil (Kikereny) - 27 T Winner
Mgt Ashiing Thormomen | -] - 37 Time Wimner

e o R

Lbrdiry £ ot dsmy ik
Rght Mall-Ferwirt: Katring Maciey (ork] - 4™ Time Winner

Eateg Hall-Foreard: st Powsr iy » 3™ Time Winser

Laft Mol Foreard: Oria Cotmer (Cork] - 5% Trma Wisner

Fight Corner-Ferward: Aish Oesly {Gatway) - 37 Time Wi
rm-rm:m-gw|wﬂ-ﬁmm

Left Cormr-Foreand: Aoile Donohue [Gatwsy] = 7™ Time \Winner

07T Scaring Stars wponacted by Liserny Imarance

Goalkeener- Brmily Masgan (Meash] - infermediate = 7 Time Wirmner
m{wmwwm-m-ﬁmm
Fuil-Bacic Dlsire Colfiy (Msarh) - ntermadiane - 3™ Time Wannor

Ll Ciorier—Bumch: Mureh M Chacimh ek = mermediste - 1 Tirrs Winner
gt Hatf Biacic Ervyma Brennan [Cariew] - intermediatis - 11 Tire Waner
Cieraire Malf-Bacic Sarah Burkiey {Cork) - niermesdiate - 1 Tree Wianer

Lol b Hald B L Diaherty (Witmaath] = Fravmier akor = 1 Time Winfes
et Errer Findiy (Kidana) « bnterroediats - T Time Wonner

Wi ielel: Cansirmbe Mclrousan [iestmeath) - 17 Tims Wnner

Fight Hall Forward: Magn Tranre (Messs) - inrermedisse - I Tire Winer
Cprrirs HalF-Forward: Koiva MoCarthy (Core) - ntermredare - 1 Frre Wiener
et il Forwand: Rerey Gl {Masath] = inberrrediatn = 1™ Tere Whener
Right Cornar-Feeward: Aol Minogun [Maath) = intermadiate « T Time Winrer
FusiForeerd: L Distan (Meath) - 6% Tens Wirner = intermediats = 6" Time Winner
Lt Cormer Forwand sl Bugier (Dubiin) - Preeier knior = 17 Timd Waner

20T Manager of thin Vaer Soorenad by Lty brasranoe:
Fandin My, Coek = 2 Tiers Wiener

PONT Carmegie Aunsocistion WEPA Pusyer: Plsyer of the Vissr iponsoned iy Liberty Frsrance:
oo Players’ Player of the Yesr: fers Buckey [Sorid] = T Tirs Winner

ineerrrediaty Pyers Payer of the Year: Daire Coffey {Meath] - T Time Winnes

fhurior Plvyers’ Pleyer of e Yoar: Aok Bugler [Dubiind = 11 Trme W
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CAMOGIE

= Eamonn Murphy

THE Rebels were the toast of
fhe Liberty Insurance Camio-
gia All-Stars on Saturday
--r = n ht, with Cﬂrk ckin up
t sonior uwa ur
a_q intermediate iemel while
Rena Buckley was picked as
the Player of the Year and
w Paudie DI"{!&: rJ..‘.uf as the
Manajper of the Your.

Leeside legend Gemma
O'Conmor collected a remark-
abbe 106h All-3tar a1 City Wesd,
with goalkeeper Aoifc
Murray, Buckley, Laura
Treacy, and Eimear O 3ulli.
vnn also  selected in

= 8

Ashling Thompson wiks se-
kected in midiield while in th
c forweards Katring Mackey and
s Orla Cotter were pickesd.

% Munrray was named as han-
v £ ager of the Year for the 2econd
ﬁ“e after guiding the Rebels
tooa record 27th All-Ireland
tile, with Buekley receiving
the Camogie Association/
WGPA Senior Players’ Flaver
L, -yof the Year award.
< Intermediate runners-ap
© jCork are represented by four
plavers: Sarah Harrington at
corner-back and captain
Miamh M1 Chaoimbal nimbor
iour, Sarah Backley at centre-
' 1:1|:I.L and Keeva 3cCarthy af
1 eentre-forward, :

Spenking at the event Camo-
gie Association President Ca-
therine Meary sald: =1 am
delighted thai the Inaugural
Libkerty Insurance Camogio
All-Stars Tour will take plece
ater this month.

“The All-Stars Tour pro.
vides further evidence of the
esteem in which our players
are held not only within the
Camogie community bt also
within the wider national
spirting context,

*I wish to acknowledge our
partners Liberty Insurance
for thelr continued suppord
of our game aud our plasers,”

(]
L

CORE'S SENIOR ALL-STARS:
Goalkeoper: Aoife Murray -
sevenih All-Star,
Right corner-back: Kena
- i
X Left corner-back: Laura
— first.

~=_ Right half-back: Gemma
'b‘gamnr— 1t h.

-

Left half-hack: Eimear
O°'Sullivan - secomd.

Midfield: Ashling Thomp-
son - seconid.

“Right half-forward: Katrina
Mackey - fourth.

Left half-ferward: Orla
Cotter — fifth.

&

%

CORK'S INTEAMEDIATE ALL-STARS:
Right corner-back: Sarah
Harringion
Left corner-hack: Niamh Ni
yChaoimih
Centre-fack: Sarah Buckloy
Centre-forward: Keeva
MeCarthy

Manager af the Year spon-
sored by Liberty Insuranee:
Faudie Murray.

20017 Camogie Association/
WGPA Players” Player of the

‘l'm‘u.pnnmmdb}' berty In-

e

I L

- surance: Femin Buckbey.



BY GER MCCARTHY

A FAIRYTALE zeason has one
final chapter w go as Cork in-
termediate county champions
Newcestown take on Water-
ford’s Lismore in this week-
end's AIB Munster intermedi-
are camogic club champlonship
fimal,

Cahir iz the venue (ae 5at-
urday’s provincial showdown
(Zpm throw-in) between Wa-
rerford’s senior champéons and
Cork’s intermediate winners
Mewcestown. The Carbery
club received a bye into the
2017 Munster decider leaving
Lizmare and Tipperary’s Sils
vermmines to fight it out in the
semi-final.

Finbarr O0'Callaghan was in
anendanoe owitnes Lsmore's
impressive 4-6 to 1-10 lass-four
triemph and the Newcestown
manager is under no dlusions
of the challenge facing his team,

‘My first impression of Lis-
more i that they are avery good
team.” O Callaghan admimed,

| suppose the fact that they
are the senior champions in
Waterford whilewe arc only the

Blg test:

third grade champions from
Cork vells you we are going to
be up against it. You have sen-
jar, senior B and intermediate
i Cork, whichowe just won, go-
ing up against the top camogic
team from Waterford.

“Thery are an impressive $t-
up and have been regularly
winning their championship
50 we know the task we faceisa
difficult one.”

A rerrific second-half come-

‘'ve been involved in camogie for many years
witnessed the biggest crowd I've ever come across
at our county final against Enniskeane. | would hope
to have the same support again on Saturday’ —
Finbarr 0'Callaghan, Newcestown manager

back to overcome Enniskeans
in this year's county final should
stand a young Newcestown side
well, Eight paints behind and
with a mountain to climdb, Mew-
cestawn recovered bealliantly
and romped to victory following
a dominant second hall perfor-
mAnCe.

‘Enniskeanc scored three
gouls in abour seven or eight
minutes but thankfully, we
managed to get the last two
soores of the first half which
seftled the team down a bit
at a crucial stage,’ Finbarr
CCallaghan said.

*| thousght we were outstand-
ing in the segond half, that was
auir best display of the entire
sexson, no doubt about it. The
whole team deserve credit as

we only conceded one poine al-
fer the break.

‘Mot panicking was the im-
portant thing and rhat will
hopefully stand o us against
Lismore this weckend.
Dur heads could have easily
dropped when we were eight
points down but the girls dug
decp and came through with
flying cobours.”

Traditionally, for whatever
reasons, Cork teams generally
don't seem to do well in Muon-
ster camogie competitions.
Erian Dillons and Blackrock
have struggled in recent years
50 Meweestown are fully aware
they must bring their A game
ngainst Lismore,

Unfortunately, the West
Cork club will be short a few

Newcestown team picturedbefore last month's county Intermediate camogle final win against Enniskeane.

key players inchading Francis
Deasy, team capeain, who is
away on honeymoon and Maria
Eennieally, out with an injury.
But playing in a Munster finalis
great opportunity for a young
peam i sheow hiow Tar theéy oo
come ahesd of moving into the
SENbor grade next year.

Access 10 Cloughduy GAA's
oodlivand indoor facilities has
been a welcome bonus, allow-
ing Newcestown to continue
their Munster final prepara-
tians despate the recent inclem-
ent weather,

The West Cark side can abso
count on a dedicated band of
supporters to get behind the
team having played their partin
the club’s most recent SUccEss,

T've been involved in camo-

gie for many years bot wii-
nessed the biggest crowd I've
CVET COIME 3CT055 al Our county
final against Enmiskeane,” Fin-
barr O"Callaghan stated.

“Therewas some atmosphers
in Brinny and | would hope to
have the same Suppor agakn on
Sarurday upin Cahir.

There is a grear buzz around
the parish at the minute and
certainly during the second half
of the county final, 1 thought
OUr SUpPOFtErs were magnifi-

CENIL,

“They really helped the girls
through a tough spell and were
like a 165h player. We are going
up to the Munster final to try
and win it and [ just hope we
play well because if we do, we
won't be far off beating them.”

Prizes for Buckley and
Murray as Cork win
eight camogie All-Stars

AN excellent year for Cork
camogic was rounded off in
style at the annual Liberty In-

h . her owre Cork
m:#ﬂ _ captain Rena Buckley

surance All-Siars in Citywest
last Saturday night, with the
All-Ireland champions receiv-

received

Camogle Assodiation/WGPA Senlor Player's Play-
erof the Year Award from Catherine Neary. PRy

ing cight awards.

In addition, Paudse Murray
wom the manager of the year
pward for the second fime, hav-
ing previously been honoured
i 2015, while Rena Bucklcy -
capiain as she claimed a record
19th All-Ireland medal across
camogie and ladies' feotball -
was named as the player of the
YEAr.

It was o double celebration
for the Murray family a5 Paud-
ies gianer Aoife was selected
it ol

Buckley - winning her fifth
All-Star — and Laura Treacy
were the corner-backs,

Gemma Connor won her
nindh award as she was named
an right half-back, with Eimcar
'Sullivan at number ¥ and
Ashling Thompaon in midfield.

In attack, Katrina Mackey
and Orla Cotter were the two

2017 Camogie Association Manager of the Year

Mastermind
President of the Camogie

Insurance at the 2017 Camogie All-5tars

Saturday night.

Cork players included, at right
and left half-forward respec-
tively. Al of the winning senior
All Stars will be knvited on the
inaugural Liberty Insurance
Camogie All-Stars Tour fo Ma-
drid later this month to take
part in an exhibition mateh

against their 2016 counter-

parts.

2017 All-Star team: Aoife
Murray (Cork); Rena Buckley
{Cork), Catherine Foley (Kilk-
enny}, Laura Treacy (Corkl
Gemma °Cannor (Cork),
Anne Dalion (Kilkenny), Eime-

and Deirdre Ashe of
Awards held in the Citywest Hoted, Co Dublin, last

i

{Photos: Ryan Byrne, NFHO)

ar OFSullivan (Cork); Metghan
Farrell (Kilkenny), Ashling

Thompson {Cork); Katrina

Mackey (Cork), Katie Power

(Kilkenny), Orla Gaster (Gark)
Ailish O'Reilly (Galway), Ais-
ling: Maher (Dublin), Aaife
Donohue (Galway),



Valleys take that last step

KIERAN McCARTHY chats to Mark Prendergast and joint captain Katie Lynch
about Valley Rovers’ promotion to the senior camogie ranks for the first time

BACK in June, Mark Prender-
gast organised a players' bond-
i dawy For Valley Rovers,

He wanted to get his troops
together ahead of the champi-
onship.

This was his first season on
board, having watched on the
lacst few years as Valleys missed
out an county senior B camogie
succest and promotion to the
spnior ranks, and he was ada-
euant that they'd do everything
in their power to get over the
line this wear.

Thee park in Ballincollig was
the wenue, there were adven-
ture-based fun and games, all
geared towards team building,
and oot only did it bring the
group closer together, it also
focussed the minds,

‘We were going through
mud and nettles and what not,’
explained joint-captain Katie
Lynch, "but it was a great day
out in terms of bringing eve-
ryone together, recognising
our strengths and weaknesses,
what we needed towork on and
aleo it was a bit of a laugh, good
ﬁlﬂ:

Mark Prendergast and Mary
Power, also on the Valleys'
management team (Paul Hoey
also helped out training when
necded), pot what they wanted
from the exercise.

‘That’s when the girls said
that we'd give this 4 right erack
and goone step further than last
year. That's exactly the attitude
thar we wanted and needed to
win this county champicnship,”
Mark explained.

ELE R LR R R i b

To understand what winning
this year's recent county senior
B camagpe championship final
against Blackrock meant to Val-
leys, you need o understand
the journey this team has been
oL

Like all relatable success sto-
ries they've had their fair share
of heartbreak.

This hasn't been easy. Bur
that's what makes it 5o special,
winning their first title ar this
bevel, a fitting way to mark their
30th birthday.

It hasn't been lost on Mark
Prendergast, an outsider from
Ma Piarsaigh who got involved
in Valleys as his daughter Clio-
n (13) i5 in with the underage
SEt-up,

Mark is a former Cork hurler,
he caprained his club 1o Cork
SHC sueccess in 2004, he has
played at the top level, and he
appreciates how important Val-
leys’ big breakthrough is 1o the
club.

"This is the first time the ¢lub
s senbor,’ he explained.

been trying now for

12 or 13 years since they won the
Jundor, they've got to numerows
semi-finals and bost three finaks
on the way 50 10 make the step-
up now is huge for the club,
especially with the underage
talent coming through.

It’s great for the younger
girls v have a senior A team (o
look up to and to aspire to play
at that level.

To have a senior team up,
against the likes of Inniscarra
and Milford will bring on the
feam.”

Mark watched on last year as
Mallow broke Valleys” hearts in
the county senior B final, los-
ing 1-7 to 26, but that defeat
actually increased this group's
resolve this season.

‘It vok an exyra bit of heart-
ache wo get up there and that's
what drove the girls on this
year, They fell at the final hur-
dle last year and were o close,
and the drive this vear was 1o
put right the mistakes of last
year,' he explained.

Katie Lynch agrees.

‘W were genting fed up with
all the lozses and we knew we
were the ones that could furn it

‘It was very close last year,
wie felt we threw it away so we
gaid that we can't let another
opportunity slip away, we need
to take our chance.

‘We all stuck av ir, we only
lost one player from that team,
5o whe bailt on the bond that we
built last year and drove on -
and we got there in the end!”

LR S

Katie is one of the younger
brigade on this Valleys team.
She's 19, from just sutside In-
nishannon village, a student
teacher at Mary 1 and has
plaved with the seniors for the
past few seasons.

Ena Coughlan is more expe-
rienced, an importantinfluence
on this team.

The Valleys management
opted for joint captains this
season, Katie and Ena.

Katie was scen as the ideal
player todrive on the forwards,
Enathe perfect choice to organ-
ise the defence, and it meant
that there were Dao SIrong wodc-
es and personalitics at either
end of the pitch,

Having Katieand Ena &z joint
captains also helped pull the
group closer.

‘There is a bit of a gap be-
tween the older and vounger
ape-groups 5o between Ena and
myself we helped draw both
groups together and bring
cveryone together,’ Katie ex-
plained.

“It was effective in the sense
that we did make those connec-

Captains fantastic: Valley Rovers joint captains Ena

the 5E Systems Senlor B Champlonship final recently at Castle Road.

thons between the younger and
older players.

"We shared responsibilities
as joint captaing and it worked.”

What helped was the talent
in the ream, Twenty-eight play-
ers topred out this season. Gil-
lian Harrington was immense
between the posts and well
able vo organise the troops,
Clodagh Deasy a commanid-
ing figure in defence, Susan
O'Leary and Orla Deasy 1o the
fore, the return of Liz Bugler
wasa great addition, there were
Kanie and Ena, young Grainne
Dar-0°Flynn who played cor-
ner back in the county final,
player-of-the-match from the
final, half back Jennifer Mur-
phy, the Hawkes sisters and
Elma O"Mahony inastrong half
forward ling, Valleys had lead-
ers in every line.

AR AR

Every team sometimes needs
o kick up the backside. Valleys
were no different.

One match = a challenge
game = eaclier this summer
stands out in Mark Prender-
gast's mind.

"We played Castlelyons away
in a challenge match when we
had a bit of a lay-off,” he ex-
plained.

‘We didn't know what 1o
expect from Castlelyons, we

underestimated them on the
night and they gave us a hard,
physical game.

*After that night the girls
knew that we needed to stép up
big time.,

“We were blown away by
Castlelyons when we should
be all over them but we were
knocked back amd we realised
that we had a lot of work to do,

‘Everyone knew afier that we
needed to knuckle down and
put things right, and in Fair-
ness the girls did everything we
asked of them. Thelr response
was fantastic.”

You can tell a lot about how
a team by how they respond 1o
setbacks.

This Valleys outfit passed
each test, whether it was re-
grouping after last vear's heart-
break or bouncing back from a
bad performance in achallenge

Eame.

The players deserve huge
credit but so too does the man-
agement team whao, in this their
first year in charge, adopued a
back 1o basics approach and
meaking sure they did the simple
things right.

Lirtle emphasis was put on
the league, it was championship
or bust for Valleys at this s1age.

"We took a different ap-

proach rthis vear,” Katie Lyneh
explained.

A new management always
brings new ideas and we ben-
efited from that,

‘Last year we focussed a lot
on the other teams, their key
playersand how we tackle them
bat this year our primary focus
was pursehves.

*Mark got to know us and
what our strengthsare.

“We started a bir earlier, too,
We hit the ground running in
February. We had no success
in the league but that didn't
bother us because the aim all
year wis the county final at the
business end of the season.

*We've been knocking at the
door but never had enough o
finish it ... until this year.'

‘This is a tight group, Mark
Prendergast added, with a ire-
mendous battling spirit and
never-say-die attitode. They
hook, block, chase, un, what-
ever is necded to get the result,

And they got it in the end,
that 2-8 to 1-10 win against
Blackrock in the county final,
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The next challenge for this
Valleys team is adapting to life
at the tap table as a senior A
team.

Than will iake time, patience
and o lot of hard worl

ﬂﬂﬂaﬂeLynmmﬂutmaﬂ_umﬂ'ﬂnnwnmﬂhdumm

(Phato: George Hatched)

There is o huge step-up to
Milford, Inniscarea, Carbery,
Cloughduy,” Prendergast said.

*I was invalved with a senior
camogie team in the past and |
think this Valleys team is more
than capable of holding their
own there,

“Ie will take a low seasons 1o
reach the level of Milford, In-
niscarra and the very top reams
= bt we cemainly won't be oo
of our depth when we step up
because we have the players
to dhov i

“We will make a big push for
the league, be competitive there
and hopefully we can carry that
on into the championship.

It wall take twi, three years
to settle in and get up to the
spited reguired.”

Valleys will see what hap-
pened 1o last year's senior B
champions, Mallow, wheo were
whipped by Carbery in the
opening round of this season's
senior championship, losing
4-25t0 (-2,

That's a warning of the step
up in standard needed,

“We know we have 1o lift our
game and rise our standard bt
that's the challenge we want,'
added Katie Lynch, ‘we're
where we wani io be, up in sen-
ior.”

Was it worth the wait? You'd
better believe it.



Deputy County Mayar (i Susan McCarthy; Martin 0°C
presenting Ora Cofter, 5. Catherines (amogie and Co
Manager Talbot Hotel Group [Main Spomsers) and Deputy Lord Mayor Clir Joe Kavanagh.

onnor AIE Midleton, award sponsors; Jankce McConnell, General Manager Midleton Park Hotel [Main Sponsors)
tk Senier Camogie Team with her East Cork Sports Star Award award; Amy Horgan, Area Sales and Marketing

= Puiue; Ger Banus

Cotter made it

six with Rebels

THE Imokilly Division ac-
knowledged top achievers
and paid tribute to the coun-

ty's unsung sporting heroes at
the East Cork Sports Star
Awards hosted at the Midle-
ton Park Hotal.

The prestigious avent saw groat
figures firom comogie, hurling
harse racing assemble al a cer-
emony celebrating sport at elite
andl grassroots level

St Catherine’s Orla Cotler
helped Cork land her sixih All Ire-
land Senfor Camogic medal, a
regular en the Cork Senior team
Promm 2006, she's b over congise-
ek for 12 SeEseTs.

Mo doubt 2017 will stand oui,
Cork reserving their bost perform-
anoeof the past 12 monihs (0 fec.
ord adramatie vietory over chiam-
pions Bilkenny Inthe decider and

AWARDS

n fﬂhn Tarrant

mowve past Doblin on the rall of
homour with 27 If:il.u:lnpi:rl'lihl'p
il

In dolng 0. Cork gained ro-
venge for defoats o Kilkenny bust
mutumn and from a league final
enrlier this season.

“We had to work very hard, we
wont back early this year and we
plaved Kilkenny in the League
Final and feli opiimisiic ¥et they
eat us decksively.

“Recovering well, we got & great
bt firom Galway in the diampio.
ship semi-finnl and thankfully the
frudts of owr work paid off against
kilkenny 1o regain the O'Dully
Cup.” she said.

CAREER
MOVES

Appointment Notice

0'CONNOR APPOINTED CED OF

FEDERATION OF IRISH SPORT

O Connor, ong of the GAA" mos] docoeated
Dfficer of e Fedaration of Irsh Sport. Lumenty
working as Direcior of - Technical Dersaiapmisni
with mw;&mmﬁkhmm
piwy pomition af the start of Decomb
Irwvbsect B SDOIT @l her e Mary represenied hes
native Coek with groat chstinction both in Camoge
and Lackes Football winning a sl of 12 AN
umwwﬂ_lﬁ?ﬂ' dual imies Uy
Cacper. e was capksin of B 2000 Corl Lacies
Footiball team thal compieied e titles o 8 10w,
In a distinguished 12 yass with e Camoge

Campn Assocklion 2he
Assocation through a pevicd of gredl change.

Katie Lynch (19), from Upton,
Innishannon, played her role
in Valley 4
Rovers' ¢C % .

historic * %.?

county
camogie
senior B
success
lately, and -

here she chats R LAY

GHDs, Conor } oy EE“HT;" .
McGregor e
and elephants...

What'sthe one thing you can't live without? GHD.
What would | find in your fridge right now? Mould.

Name one element your sport could/should take from
another? A professional soccer playver's salary,

Fﬂﬂdmm o 2 i

Who has been the biggest influence on your sporting ca-
reer? My parents. They have encouraged me the whole
Way up. -

Pick two celebrities to be your parents: Doireann Garrihy
and Conor McGregor,

What do you think cats dream of ? Dogs.

i you could play any other sport for one day what weduld
It be? Tennis.

H you joined a circus, what would you perform? 'dhe the
elephant.

If you could get rid of one county in Ireland what would t
be and why? Kerry, and we all know wy!

What weuld you do if you found a penguin in your freez-
er? P-p-p-pick it up.

Before we let you go, teach us that we don't
know: One’s terminology of the ideology can became
[mé;lglugf, how 507 A misunderstanding between two
4] .

2 SOITSECE Y0kl kniow Teaiume in o

slinute ? Ermoil it your siggestions o spoet @souther




Paudie one of the

kend was a great return.

Aolfe Murray picked up her fifth
award, Rena Buckley named at left
corner-hack also collected her fifth,
Laura Trefcy in the opposite corner,
her first.

Amnd in a defence dontinated by Cork,
Gemma O'Connor collected an amaz-
ing 1oth AlLStar with Eimear O°5ulli-
van. picking up her second.

Alsling Thompeon alzo landed A see-
ond All-Star alongside Kilkenny's
Metphan Farrell whileup front Cork
took just two from six positions in Ka-
trina Mackey, number four, and Orla
Cotter with her fifth All-Star.

I'm surprised at the omizsion and
dizappointed for Orla Cronin. Mot only
wiig she the Player of the Match iin the
All-Ireland final but she had a very
good season from start to finish.

It was a good night too for the All-
ireland Intermediate ranners-up.
Cork took four positions.

Sarah Harrington at right corner-
hack, captain Niamh Mi Chaoimh at
left corner-back, Sarah Buckley at
centre-back and Keeva McCarthy at
centre-forward. That's nice for them
after their final disappoiniment.

Frandia Humr took the Manager of
the Year award. Aflter six seasons,
which has yielded three All-Ireland
titles it was another award well de-
seryed.

Cork had kst won the All-Ireland in
a8 when Paudie took over as Cork
mdnager in 2002,

They had last taken national league
honours in 2007, In an exciting start,
Cork won the beague. Weoxford fell vic-
tlm to a rejuvenated Cork-team bt
when the crunch came in the All-Ire-
land final, Wexford blitzed Cork with a
313 to Foawesome display.

It didnt matier to Cork that this was
one of the best camogle finals seen in
ngc Park in many a year. They had

Wexford's defence just blew Cork
away. Physlcally Cork had no answer,

Roll onto 2013 and Paudie was get-
ting more to grips with what he at
his disposal and what competition he
faced. It's wery difficult fo come intoa
senbor inter-county camogie set up and
pet immediate suecess,

It takes a while (o get @0 ERow your
own players but more pointedly it
takes time to size up the o sition.
You know very Hitle about other teams
in camogie unless vou're dirsctly in-
valved as the opportunity to watch
them week in and week out isn't thene,

Again, Cork started the season well,
winning back o back league titles. But
in Axgust they suffered a shock defeat
io Kilkenny in the All Ireland semi-
final by a single point: 2-12 to 211, Wic-
tory was snatched from them by & hun-
grier side,

Having tarned a three-polnt deficit
into a two-point lead with fourteon
minutes of normal time remaining the
pendulum Iooked to have SWUNE in
Cork’s direction. Yet the turning point

EIGHT senior All-5tars last wee-

Chapel UCC last Saturday.

Cork’s Orla Cronin and Ashling pf.:un ll'!ll'lllhﬁ:ll‘ltl‘le M-Stars,
Fictare: INPHO/Oisin Keniey

came thred minutes later when Ann
Dalton’'s free was magnificently
doubled on by Aocife Meary giving
Apife Murray no chance,

I remember how dejected everyone
was after that game. To dose the semi-
final was a step back from where théy
had been in 20012, Again, Paudic
learmed. He changed tactics.

It"s interesting to note that Cork
haven"t won the lengue sinee he fook
this apml:h im 2003 but they're taken
three four All-lreland titles, Kil-
kenny have taken thires of the st four
Teagpue titles, have played in three All-
[relamds, winning just one.

Securing the league no longer mat-
tered to Paudie, He went searching,
brought in younger players and deval-
oped them throughout the leagie.

Laosing the league serml-fnal to Clare
didn’t faze him. Tt proved more than
worthwhile when Cork lifted the
O'Dudly Cup the following Septembaer,

Lynda 0'Connell and Alan Murphy gets a quard of honour from Cork and 5t Finbarr's camogie players after their wedding at the Honan

Six poinis down at half-time Cork
gave a masterful second-half display,
winning by six; 2-12 1o 1-8. The victory
was greeted with relicf, Finally, Cork
wire back on tnﬁ.

Paudis could have left the set upon a
high but it is to his eredit, despite los-
ing 13 of the 2014 panel to retirement,
grork commitments, and fravel, he
stayed on and again handed responsi-
bility to many youngstors, Probably
thie best testament of his conviction to
this new system was when Cork were
faced with Galway in the league final
in Semple Stadium, ahead of tha hurl-
ing league final and a large Cork hurl-
ing following. You wonld think the
temptation 1o play his stars and put on
# show would have prevailed, but his
youngsters had got Cork 1o the final
aricl e stayed loyal to them, leaving
seasoned campaigners sit oul.

He didn't go for glory and left him-
self open to eriticlam, but be didn’t

all-time greats

Picture: Eddie 0Hare

@@|'m surprised
at the omission and
disappointed for
Orla Cronin. She
had a great year.

care, Cork bost thie leagie final. Mo one
cxpected them to win the champlon-
ship, They were in transition after all.

Four months later Cork took the
championship at the exponse of Gal-
way, 1-13 1o 0-9 and Paudle must surely
rale that as one of the sweetest,

A hungrier Kilkenny took their first
tithe in 22 vears at the expense of Cork
in 2016, Cork wera gutied, Ann
Downey recelved the MOTY award

and the concern was that the Cats |

would now dominate. Bt what a dif
foremon a year cin make, Agnin, Pau.
e camo back, and avenged Do dofen
i a thrilling final and won his second
MOTY awand.

Undoubtedly, he has done a fantas-
tic job, Paudie is undecided about what
st yenr brings for him, bul his deci-
shom ks imminent. Regardless of what
he decides, he will go down s one of
the all-time great Cork eamogic man-
MEOTS,

Piarsaigh
to play
Killeagh in
U16 semi

Camogie
B Mary Newman

Today, at 1pm, in Ma Piar:
saigh, the home slde. takes on
Hiilmgh Im thie L6 champion-
zhip semi-linal,

in the U6 A champlonship
spmi-final. tomorrow, in Sars-
fields, at Tpm, Sars take on
Charleville.

The second semi-final of the
LIIG & L‘Imll'ltliuns'lqlp FOes
aliead on Tuesday next, at
fpm, when home side, Ballin-
collig, meet Ballinora.

HBrile Rovers and Aghabal-
logue meel in the minor B
semi-final todday, in Castle
Road, st 12pm.

The secomnd semi-final, be-
tween Enniskeane and St Fin-
barr's, is on Wednesday nexe.
at Bpme, in Clounghduy,

In the 5E Systems minor C
championship semi-final, Bal.
linern mest Slkabh Bua, today,
im Castle Road, ot Spm, with
the second semi-Tinal, be-
tween Millstreet and Fr
O'Meill's, to go ahead mid-
weel,

The SE Svsiems minor D
final goes abpesd LoTOTIOW, &L
1iam in Castle Hoad, when
Gronagh fece Rockhin i

Seandiin will hoeld three fin-

als today at the Colleges Pitch,
Castle Road, ag 10.50am.
Memo Rangers meet 5t Fin-
barr's in the U5 B champions
ship final at 12.45pm. 1i"s
Bishopstown and Brian [il-

| lon's in the U5 Shield finol.

and,; at 2.45pm, In the U113
Shileld final Ma Piarsaleh take
on Passage,

Meanwhile, camoZie
ciubs have informed ws that
Ranta Clans has been getiing
reqisests about the availability
of the new Cork camogie jer-
8V, _

Parents or young camogle
players can arder the Jersey
through thelr clubs,

T make the orders in time
for Christmas Day, parents
are advised to contact thelr
club secretarics or mentors,
wivo will leai=e with the county
hoard.

Th fersey Is available 1o
purchase in sizes from Mive
viears up fa acdults.

Ages § to 6 and ages T bo 8
aro priced af €25, while ages 9
1o 10 and ages 10 to 11 are
prfeed ot €30,

Age 13 ks €35 and adult jor-
sovs, in small, medium and
larpe sioes, are €440,

The jersey gives all camagee
players and aupportirs a
chance to show thekr suppor
for the girls, and because it's
an official county jersey, i
enn be alsse worn to all Cork
pames in other codies. )

The deadling for sending
orders o the county oard |s
Mowvmmber 15,

Therefore, parents necl to
make contact with their club
secrotary heforehand.

Given thal Cork enjoyed
such m fantasthe year, with the
senlor side regalning the All-
freland fitle against the odds,
and the intermedlates making,
thee finnl again, the jersevs are
certain to prove popular all
acries Loes|ds,




U12 aces
shine in
Seandun
deciders

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

THIS year the Seambin camoe-
he commitbes introduced an
12 development league.

The thinking behind the
league was fo prepare and jn-
troduce players (o the game af
the level they will be playing
ak in the season afiead. 1 was
targedad for planers in the ope
10 and 11 bracket mainly. The
competition pave games to
players who were (inished
their Go Games league at their
own age level and extended
the season for them.

They wore played on 5 12-a-
slile bngis. The matches wene
20 minutes aside and full
camogie rules applied in
that there were neatral refer-
fois

Eight teams in fotal entered
the competition and they were
divided into two groups and
games got underway at the
ond af Aupust,

At the end of the games in
the top four clubs went for-
ward to play in the A semi-fin-
dlz and the remaining clubs
went forwared to contest the B
semi-finals. Catherine Allen
was the very efTicient co-=omor:
dinator and every club that

articipated hod huge pralse

Jor the completion

The Enockout phase took
place at Ma Plarsaigh and 5t
Vincent's. in the A semi finaks,
Gilen Rovers and Bishopstown
wire in opposition with Na
Piarsakeh taking on Douglas,
In the U2 B grode there were
just three teams a8 Memo were
unable to be there, which left
S Vincent's, Passage and
Blackrock in a play-off.

The A semi-finals wore two
excellent games with Douglas
Palning the u * ikl o Ma
Piarsaigh and Glen Rovers
ovarcoming Bishopstown.

The A final saw the Glen
tnke the crowsn on o g0 to 21
soore]ine:

The plate final was another
thrilling contest and as
meither side eonld he separ-
ated they shared the trophy

The B saw Blackrock beat
Passage fn the first gaome and
then 51 Vincent's. The last
game between St Vincent's
anl Passape was a draw and i
then wont to score difference,
which left Passagpe ns runners-

U,

The Seamndiin commiltes de-
cided to award Plaver of the
Game trophies, with Kacey
Healy from S5t VWineent's and
Shauna O'Connor, Na Plar-
gaigh, the recipients.

Amongst-the playors to
catch the eve were Harel
O'Cennell, Mashh (FShea and
Sarah James, Blackrock,
Sarph  Murphy, Katie
O'Regan, and Odhrna Hurloy
(Gken Hovers), BrmkEes O Do-
novan amd Kelly Casey from
jida Piarsaigh. and Rachoel
Moran, Lya Scally and Xuyen
¥ Driscall, Bishapsiown.

Douglas had good perform-
*nn-.--.-g from Kate Hourihan,
Shona Twomey and Heather
Cunninghem while for 5t Vin-
cent's Acifo Gould, Grace
Anson and Kacey Healy were
{0 the fore,

The Rockbdn camogie team that won the U4 { Championship recently.

Rockban U14s go

the extra mile

evaded tackic after-tackle, before sirik-

ware now eading by shx paints.

Rockbén 4-2

(after extra time} 2 Mary Newman
IT took extra-thme to2eparate Rockbin  counter and 18 was bevel peg at the
andd Ballinascarty in the U1 C Cham-  break, with both sides registering two

plonship final in Castle Road on Satar-
ilawv last,

Both sides pave it everyvihing over
the hour and it was all aquare at the
cndd of normal time when they wera
thendlnckes] on 2-2 apiece.

And 50 to extra-time where they
again battled to the finish and it was
Rockbén who emerged victorious, b
mit before & determined battle with an
excellent Ballinascarty side who hac
many herops over (he howr and a half,

The first half was a hard-fought en-

points apiece.

Aimes Noonan was on target with
two Heckbin frees and Ballinascarty
kept in towch, with Shauna O'Drlaeoll
on target twice, as ihe sides were
evenly matched in all sectors.

The second half was nip and tnck
and nefther side coull galn the upper
hand, antil Ballinascarthy took the
bead with a Grace Flynn goal.

Rockbin responded well with Ellie
Horgan gaining posaession and taking
on the Hallinascarty defence. She

ing the ball o the net to level matters

Digging deep, Ballinascarty re-
spanded to regain the lead with a goal
from O'Driscoll, but again Reckbin
answered the challenge to pet back on
lewe] terms through Sarah Ahern

Mail-biting

It was nail-biting,; as the sldes
battled for a winner, but at the full-
time whistle it was level 3-2 sach and
extrn-time was needed.

Three minuies inte extra-time,
Moonan won a free and confidently
dispatched it to the net to give her side
the B,

From the puck-ont Rockbdn
launched another attack and with
Casimhe Cahill finding the net they

Ballinascarty battled hard and a
goal frem Clara Heverin cut the deficit
but Rockban held on to win, with
Noonan named the Player of the
Mach.

Seommn lor BockBdn: & Meonan 1-2 | [ Horgan. 5
Aham, & Cahil 1-0,
Balinascarty: G OFane, 5 ODriscoll ©Heverin 1-
O asch, S ODvcol -2 1

ROCKBEAN: 5 ﬂﬁvrlér. A Cotan, W Crowhy, L
sl B GO Beian: © 0 Fiandan fob, K
Shaw, A Kalighar 5 0FLaary. E Caflanar, A Boonsm
E Howgan, © Cahil, M OFSulian

Subs: 5 Aham lor M O Sullvan, O Humphees i F

Hesgaity

BALLINASCARTY: M O Driasoll A Mellaneman, M
O Drnoodl, I Filngerald: § Hurdey. E Culllsane, M
Kirigaton; 5 Paftwetl, M Condon; § OrDuecol, G Hi-
warny, O McCanhy; G Fiynn, A Cahalse, K Ryan
Sub: K OHars kv D MeCatty

Blarney withstand pressure, progr

3-8

E‘;ﬂmﬁzﬂl’s 24

IN an exclting UlE B champlonship semi-final, lar-
niey hang on, deaplte huge Fr O°Neill's pressure,

Blarney pot off to o groat start, with Laura Shine
seoring a goil ol a point to give them a foar-paind
advantage.

Fr O Meill's worked hargd 1o get into the ganse, ikt
fing three paintz without reply, with Clodagh Finn,
Jenny OFSullivan, and Alison Hurley impressing.
That cut the delleil 10 ane paknt.

Blarmey oxtended thelr fead, with peinis from
Layra Shine and Ava Cronln, from play, while Cria
Cremen scored a peint froon o cloze-in free o give
Hlarney a 1< to 04 beacd.

Chloe Finn seormd a point after a great run from
midMekd, but after a Laurs Shine goal, for Blarney,
followed by a long-range paint from Emma Murphy,

CAMODG
B Mary Newman

thay held the upper-hand, Orls Cremon converted o
froe (o leave Blamey ahead by eight points, 2.8 to0-d,
ol the inferval.

From the restart, Fr O'Neill's upped their game,
winning tho majority of pessesston in-the third

uarter, They added (o their tally with & goal aml
:Lrﬁl poinds; as they continued (o apply huge poess-
are on the Blarmey defence.

' Nelll's were now on top. bt found it hard tocon-
vert thelr possession Into the scores meeded to Lake
cantral. The Blarmey defénce tightened up and they
heldd anbo their slender, two-poing lead,

Battling to hold thelr lead, Blarney got the vital
break they nesded, as they worked possession up-

ess to U16 B final

field. With Orla Cremen soaring the goal, it halped
sptile them back into the game.

Responding well, Fr'(¥Neill"s were back to within
two palnts, with Chilee Finn seoring a superb goal,

This left the semi-final finely poised again, jusi
two points between the sides with ton minutes re.
maining.

It was still very much all to play for, as Blarmey
worn a long-range free, which Ork Cromin duly cone.
vertell Again showing their iremendous spirit, Fr
ﬁ'b-’ﬂll]'!- battled back, as they soored a point foom
play.

O laill's. come in search of more, but Blarnoy goal-
keeper, Sarah Bannon, dented (hem with two Hag:
niffcent saves in the kst minutes of normal time,

Orla Cremon converted a Blarney free aod Fr
OMeill’s pressuce yielded twe poinis-as Blemey
Pl_llzhi_-:luigl under huge pressure to secure thelr plice in

it finn



ThreeU16
finals to be
decided

today

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

THERE are still game to be
vod and competitions to be
decided and it's going to be an-
ather busy weekend as the
senlor board, the juvenile
beard and the Seandin board
all have a full fixture schedule
to get through.
day, the juvenile board
will hold three 16 Champéon-
ship finalsat A, B and C levels.

In the U16 A ehampionship
decider Ballincollig will meet
Charleville at 11.30am in
Castle Road,

The Uls B Championship
final =es Blarney mesting Ma
Piarsaigh and also goes ahead
today at 11.30am In White-
church.

The U16 C Championship
final will see Mallow take an
St Cathering's at 11.30am in
Cloughdae.

At senlor level, the SE Sys-
tems Minor D final played last
weekend Rockbin overcame
Grenagh to take the title,

In the SE Systems Minor C
jsemi final Ballinors overcame
5liabh Rua on a 4-5 to 2-8
seoreline to book their place
in the final where télm}.' will
meet wither Elre Og or Fr
O'Melll’s who were meeting
last night In the semi-final.
The final will take place on
Sunday mext.

5t Finbarr's booked their
place in the SE Systemns Minor
B championship final as they
overcame Enniskeane in
somi-final where |t was leviel
at the break but the 5t Fin-
barr's girlspulled away in the
gecond half to win their place
in the final where they will
mieet Aghabullogne, who oéer-
came Cloughduv (o securs
their final place. The final is
poday at 12.15gm in Ovens.

Rallygarvan are through to
the SE Systems Minor A
champlonship final but there
is & hold up in playing the
semi-final where Sarsfields
and Milford Ballyhea are due
fo e,

However, as there 13 an ap-
peal pending on the result of
thie Sarsfields versis Newcoes-
town game, the clash between
Garsfields and Milford Bally-
hes cannot go ahead.

Thi Seandin board hoeld the
lazt final in their compefitions
when the U15 A championshi
final between Blackrock an
Glen Rovers gpoes ahead today
at 1pm in the Colleges Pitch in
Castle Road.

A few other competitions
that will go ahead include the
junior A league final tomor-
row Sunday which is o repeat
of the championship final with
county champions Na Piar-
saigh taking on Watergrashill
in Castle Road at 12pm. The

jjunior summer cup nal ba-
tween Ma Piarsaigh and Mill-

poireet will take place either on
Movermber 26 o December 3
pending Millstreet being in-
wolved im the miner C final,

j The senior summer -:;r
ey todts conclusbon on Ved-
mesday last wherg. In a high
seoring contest, Elre Of ran
ant winners as they defeated
Sarslftelds.

The Na Piarsaigh and Bi

shopstown camogie teams aft

Aghabullogue win

-
.

o1 the recent Seandiin Developement Shield final.

Muskerry crown

1-1

Aghabullogue
Eu‘lrn ﬁg_

IT WAS a close, hand-fought contest (o
decide the destination of the Muskerry
U113 championship title on Saturday.
Aghabullogue won it with two points
{o gpare, It was a low.sooring contest,
in Inniscarra camogie grounds, Bal-

lyanley. -

Both sides played with huge deter-
mination and they must be credited for
commmitted performances so late in the
geazon, desphte the heavy conditions
that prevail at this time of year.

A goal proved pivetal in o tense en-
eounter, and it was Aghabullogue’s
Aoifie Twomey who scored it, with 10

CAMOGIE

® Mary Newman

All through the game, it was close
and, as the scorellne indicated, litle or
nothing divided the sides.

Ten minutes into the game, Shauna
Shechan gave Eire g the lead, with a

point.

Aghabullogue responded, with Aol
Twomey also scoring a point, from a
froe, to te the game. With play moving
from end to end, both sides tried to get
the score that would edge them in
front, but the defences were sirong
and. at the half-time whistle, it was

minites remaining. level-pegeing, 0-1 each. arab a goal that would give them the

St Finbarr's crowned champions a

St Finbarr's 4-9 CAMOGIE : 2
armanoe.

Nemo Rangers 0-2 = Mary Newman

ST FINBARR'S captured the Seandin U5 B cham. 2

plonship title at the expense of a young Nemo side at possession and with Katie Lee finding the range with

the Colleges pitch Castle Road on Saturday last, two further goals they hegan to pul the game beyond  angur well.

Underfoot conditions were heavy as both sides
went in search of the title and thers were some exonl-
lent displays frem both teams as they gave it every:

thing in search of the tithe.

T first-hatl goals from Ella Wiggington-Barrolt
gave St Finbare's a hall-time cughion as they took
the game o Nemo with Caitlin Crowe, Clarn Golden,
pMegan MeTicrnan and Hatle Loe all to the fore

Gemma Heaphy was on target for Nemo with fw
points as they warked Bard to galn a grip on the

R,

Through the second half 5 Finbarr's won a bist of

If the opening half was close, the sec.
ond-half was closer, and with neither
ghde breaking the deadlock, it re-
mained at 0-1 each, as the game enier-
od ihe last 10 minutes,

Both defences still stol firm, but,
eveniually, Aghabullogue erept into
the lead, with Aoife Twomey finding
the net for the game’s opening goal.
With nine minutes remaining, they led
by that goal.

Eire Og continued to apply huge

ssupe and it pakd off, with Cait Ma-
ne scoring a point with three min-
ies normakrlng,

Mow just leading by two points. Ag-
habullopue were coming under enor-
mous pressure, as Eire Og battled to

Memo

further.

the tlie was secured.

I]Eslpl‘tl: thiz Memo continued to wark hard with
Megan MeCarthy-0'Donovan supert in goal, ensur-
ing 5t Finbarr's would not inerease their lead

There was also good work on show from Ellle
Fitzpernld, Alison 0'Connell and Eabhna O Eaedll,

21 Finbarr's kicked on though, with further points
from their captain Megan McTiernan, Caltlin Crosve,
Clara Goldon and Ela Wihngington-Barmett to Ehsirs

Nemo's keeper Megan MeCarthy-0"lonovan was
the unanimous choice of the judges as she was

HEMMD:; 14

Witteary, K Flaury,
Hnaghy, A Treacy= O Kasnay, 5 alzh A \Walvh

title.

Credit should go to the Aghabiil-
logue defonce, which stood strong and
denled Eire Og the vital score they
pressed so hard o gel.

Ecoeers lor Aghabulaguo: A Treomey 1-1 1

Eirn Ogr 5 Stepran 01 1, & Malosg 61
AGHABULLOGUE: E Downay: M MoDaniy, G L
Toepemey, B Basredi; L Codkary, G O Gonrad, M
Buckiy. A Twomay, A Dinoon. 5 Dannahérg, & B
ol K Honohaes E Honohan, B Batry Mupsr, G
Mlazrngan

Saba: b Loahy b E Honghan (2], O Gahdl for &
Wenigan (204,

BIBE GG R Hallgee; 5 OConnull, A Muephy, C
Creswloy: M O'Shea. § Shovhan S MoGoldrick; B
Enestin, © O Briger G Malone, G O'Mshooy, &
Adepiny B Loy, & Slauséon, MO Calaghan
Eaib: b Oriorerin e B Latry heti, & CrElrian Ros
G CrBiren (&)

Reteme: John Honges iGleann na Lasd

fter easy victory

named as Player of the Game following a superh pEr-

To have reached the final of the Seandin U15 B
champlonship is a huge aschievement for Memo
Rangers and the continued hard work ean anly

Goarars for 5t Finbarr's: E Wigginglon-Banoll 2-4, K Les 20 W
MaTiorma, [ Grows, G Geiden G-1 oach

Bieeren: O3 Haapky D-2

ST FINDARMS:
haer. M Cdsin,

G Hudsy; J Hagheon, A O plasriihey, A O Fmelia G Clg=
C Crewa: K Loo, (i Sedon; WY Selergifey, G Gosbdn, 14
McTiomsan tei E Wiggsngton-Baimett, 5 Mckoon, T -:.‘:l‘i.'.-?;ﬂ

Suba: A OLoary for § Moknon, A Colins fof G Cowe.

taghan

Dorcnmn; It Rusast, K Hongan, B Fzgerakd; A
Orisell. A Frabar, £ O Suls, A OConnsl <) O

smhﬁcmﬂhmu.EMleHWﬂWh

LA ]

Rolanes: Ger Shechen (Dougias]



Club game must
be overhauled

AS WE close off the 2017 season,
this time of year a good time to
cast an @ye on the year gone by.

Whaen Yol win an AlL-Trelasd senlor
fitle, the yvear ks always considered a
SEICCRES.

It certainly was & great victory inan
intense final between two sides that
are ahead of the rest of the fleld. That
rivalry will continue for 2018,

Have Kilkenny the upper hand now,
from a hunger poeint of view?

Becayse that s about all that has sep-
arated these teams over the past two
SCASOTS,

The intermediates lost thelr third
All-Treland final, with this yvear going
10 & repliny. They just don’t seem boe hit
the notes they are capalde of,

There's samething mizsing.

What will be differont mext year?

Despite boing faveurites again, if
they don’t tum upon the biggest day of
their career they |l get the same result,
Sl:l-_ .'p-lh:mc’lhh:lg kst 1:|.'|.1I'|;.'|.= 1.':'|1'|!|'t'|! the
I,

The three-week gap between the
{inal and replay probatdy turned out o
o against Cork more so than with
them. They seemed (o lose spark dor-
Ing those woeaks.

Their performanee in the replay was
exiremely ffal. The fact that club
pames were pulled [ feel had an im-
pact.
Would the girls have beon better off
plaving club E:rm.-:a up o two woeks,
even 10 days before the replay? 1 be-
Heve they woulkl

After a long year, to go back and
todnh [oF another thired weeks after the
anti-climax of drawing, was hard gudrrE
I'd zay. To let the players off and bac
o their clubs would have refreshed
them.

We had an exelling senlor club
champlonship, some good competitive
games, exciting draws, last minute
goals deckbding winners, some vially
towgh battles. Innisearea wan back o
back titles after a gruelling but theil-
limg week.

They lost oud (0 Inagh-Kilnamona in
the Munster champlonship the day
after their county final win over Glen
Rowers amd lost by five poinis.

Would they have won if they were
fresh?™

I firmly believe thoy would have,
They did play their part in club games
going off to support their Cork plahers.

Wi minst stop putting everything on
hadd for our intercounty teams. Will
e all g l]|.I1||AI:éh TexE Vehr gk ot
about the sanw [ssue?

I believe we need to review the 2on-
b B mpd intermetiate thles and oom-
petitions.

Senior | iz a Cork-only competifion.
iy recollection s that it was intro-
dviced in 19454 as clubs felt that Glen
Rovers were dominating feo much,
ared it was lemding to other senbor clubs
bedng diskHusiomed.

Looking back. it was probably a shlly

decision.
The Glen hed won four In-a row at
that polnt, not unheicd of across all

Castle Road.

cently. See story on the left.

GAA codes. Milford won four in a row
in 2015

The Glen won three more after the
senjor B came I but were eveniunlly
dethromed and havent won the county
championship since,

The zenior B competitdon 15 Cork's
secul-siring competition. Comparing
it with other counties, it i3 cffectively
an infermcdiate competition.

Yot becanse ‘senior B isn't recog-
nised by Munster or Central couneil
our Cork sentlor B champions are not
alTorded the opportunity 1o nepresent
us in Munster,

Cork's Intermediate championship
is our third-tior senior compelition
andl |t s those cluamplons that take on
nMunsier.

Realistically, what clunce do they
hove? There sntt a level plaving feld
hero,

In my opinfon, the Cork board
shoulldl e challenging this in Munsier

Na Piarsaigh's Orla Bourke and Emily Buckley tackle Watergrasshill's Loulse O'Reilly during the Cork 5E Systems junier A camegie final at

The Aghabullogue camegie team were the winners of the Muskerry U13 champisnship re-

and at eafionnl beiel 6 etEu e BT S8
jor B3 move on fo Munster. How coun-
ties name thelr competition shoukdn’t
miather,

Maybe it's time to review all com-
pefitions i Corl. Certainky, the inter-
mediate championship needs a review
with jizst Mve eluba nvalved.

Hewcestown Ieave the gracle this
vear having won the champlonship
and junbor A champs Ma Flarsaigh will
TBovVE U,

All five teams will play each other in
thao group (you haven't enough to form
two gproups ) and four teams will go ob
to the semi-linals

Whisever plays the cutest with thelr
plavers during the group gnmes and
whoover peaks at the right time will
win.

A casual approach to the group
giapes stll gives you a high chanee of
roaching a semi-final.

Thoreare 17 tewms at Jundor A and B

Pichare; Eddie OHare

@@Clubs in Cork
seem to move down
rather than up,
hence the current
situation we have

cambined. Some B elubs shonld move
bo A and a few of the funior A team pro-
moted fo the intermediabe grade.

(r you move all five intermedinte
teuns up to Sendor B,

1 dom't think the intermediate teams
involved would be happy,

Ox the junior clabs, but semething
should be done,

Clubs seem to move down rather
than wp, hence the current situation
we heave.

If vee continae to only promote chabs
that win their competition, then the
current intermediate status of five
beams won't change, unless cliabs skar
stepping down from senior B and twen
the probiem moves (o that grade.

It's no harm to review structunss
:lml meake changes if it makes sense fo

» 0,

The competitions showld in s far as
is possible, remndn campeditive, excit.
ing amd challenging throughout,

® Mary Newman

THE Avondhu division hosted
an U3 inter-divisional biitz in
the Charleville GAA grownds
and in Mannix College.
The irophy for the winning
divislon was the Rob Lotty
Perpatual Cup and the particl-
pating divisions were Sean-
diin, éat'hery. Muskerry Car-
ripdhoun. and Avondh.

hie Imarkilly ekivisional side
was unable to travel, so
Avossdin invited the Aghabul-
logna U4 team to also purtich-

pate

That achieved & balance and
Aghaballogue plited their
skills against the best of the
divisions.

Teams were divided Into
two groups and proceedings

I underway with the home

vision, Avondhn, taking on
Agphabullogoe and each side
ol speliz of dominance.

Aghabullegue played with
the wind in the first-half and
made all the early running,
but Avendhu upped the pace
i dominate the second-half,
abded by the strong wind,

It the secontd game, Sear-
din teok on Aghabullogue,
with Avondhu and Seandun
playing the last-round game.

Seandin tarnod in splandid,
displays to top the group and
baok a place in the cuap final,|
with Avondhu, in second
place, booking & place in the
plate final,

The second group was
played in Mannix College
pitch. where Muskerry played
Carrigdhoan. [f was a close
encounter. Muskerry led by
two poinis at half-time, 1-0 to
0-1. but. in the second-half.
Muskerry upped the pace and
YD

Carbery took on Car-
rigdhoun in the second gams,
with Muskerry meeting Car-
bery in the iast game.

Muskerry won that groap o
secune thelr pkace in the cup
final, with Carbery as
runners-up, assuring them-
szlves of a place in the plate

1kl

Desplie the hard schedule of

mes, the four teams in the

fnalks turned in splendid Gis-
plays and supporters were
treated to two excellent, com-
petitive gamies.

In a closely contested cu
final, Muzskerry edged it. with
twn points 10 spane over Sean-
dun, 3-2 o 23,

Carbery took the plate title.
az they overcame Avendhu
Avorsdbu started well and led
by four points, but Carbery
seitled and gained the upper
hand, adding to thelr score-
line.

With =ome axcellent defens-
!h‘&g}]ﬂ}', they Limited Avondhi
and ran out winners. ;

A& greal day of camogie was
overseen by referees, I:I:n'n'
Farrell and Denis Cortln, who
ensured all games ran
smopthly and to schedule,
This was a fantasticinit -
ativeand great credit show d
2o 1eall nvoelved ip ensuring

it rom smeothly.



0 pages of sport starts with a celebration of Cork’s

Erect a statueinmy
honour? Er — don’t

you have to die first!

When Cork won the
All-Ireland Camogie
Championship in
September, the
records tumbled.
The 27th Rebel
victory, a dramatic,
last-gasp triumph
over Kilkenny,
edged Cork ahead
of Dublin on most
titles, while star
player Rena Buckley
became the first
person to captain
All-Ireland victories
for the same county
at ladies football
and camogie. Rena
is also now the most
decorated player in
GAA history — with
a remarkable 18 All-
Ireland medals.
Here, she divulges
some of the secrets
of her success,
dismisses talk of a
statue in her
honour... and spills
the beans on

WE DID IT! Rena

whether her friend RA Buckley lifts the
Briege Cﬂl’k&l"}f sent b 1|L?:;'; ::H:w IE"r

her a bitchy text ) 1&th All-Ireland win
whenshe surpassed Pocture: INFHO/Bryan

her 17-medal haul! ]

Q: So. Rena, 18 All-Ireland medals,
more than anvone in GAA history.
Was this all part of an ambitious plan
back when vou started plaving sport?

A No, not at all. | always enjosaed
plaving, be it at home or a1 schon]

I was delighted when 1 was old enough
to play with the clubs, Donoughmore and
Inniscarra, and then when 1 got the
chanee to play with Cork 1 was thrilled.
There was never a grand plan at all,

@: How on earth do you stay
motivated after that? Nineleen modals
i=s ;.iurul!.' not that muech different (o
187

Al don't have any troublbe at all. T think
it"s great to be looking forward all the
time.

Once one vear finishes 1t's all over amd
a new year begins, And I wani to be as

ol &5 1 can be for that year, even beiter
than the year before i | can, and be par of
a winning team, becanse the winning
feeling is amnzing!

&: There have heen murmurings of &
statne erected in your honour,.. that
miust be a weird feeling?

A Yeah, I've heard some of those
murmurings, but to be honest [ don't pay
any el to it )

The main criteria of having something
like that named after you is to net be in
the lamd of the living, so 1 don’t think
there's any need for me to worey about
that,

Q: Pass on the secrets of vour
success to a young girl starting out in
sport today.

A Go training when iraining is on, do
yvour best al training. practice on Your
awn, eatl well and sleep well, and that’s
abiout as good as yvou can do, S0 averyono
will have to b happy with that.

€ It must be impossible to pick one
highlight or moment from all of the
ones vou have had... so we will ask you
to pick out three!

A Yes ['ve been very lucky with botlh
club and county. 1t°s very hard to plek out
highlighi=

Every vear 1 as important as thi last
and there is a different group of plajyers
every vear, making each year unigue.

My three highlights would be:

B In 2001, | played with the Donoughmore
seniors for the first time and we won tha
All-lpeland, | thought they never lost, 1t
was A brillkant yvear,

& In 2000, we won the county for thie first
{ime with Inniscarra, there was o time
when [ thought we'd never be good
enough to do it 50 thal was very special.
W And with Cork we've had many
highlights, but T suppos: the camogle lnal



All-Ireland camogie win, and a record-breaking captain

REBEL ROAR: The Cork team celebrate with the 0'Duffy Cup after their Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Sendor Camogle Fimal victory against Kifkenny
at Croke Park in September — it was their third success in four years

this year was very specinl as we wore
written off, and as you're geiting older
vou appreciate it more and more,

@: You celebrated a significant
birthday this year... how did yon
celebrate twrning 307

A: 1 have n twin sister, Mary, so all
birthaday celebrations are not enticely my
own deciston! We agreed (o do the
Killarney to Kenmare walk to celebrate,
bak between stwdy and spoert that's been
part on the lang Minger, so hopefally wo'll
god around o that soon.

@: And that leads us nicely (o a
guestion Cork GGAA fans will not want
to contemplate... have you a refire-
ment date in mind?

i Mo, ned at all, 1 will enjoy the rest of
I"T'Dl‘gnllad dechde over Christmas my plans
or |

@: Turning to the 2017 Camogle All-
Ireland success, was there a pivotal
moment in the vear when you roeally
believed vou could 1ift the trophy as
captain?

M After the lengue final, which we lost,
1 really believed if we cut back on
mistakes we had enoagh §o do i Tarned
ot we had, but only just about!

& You're trailing to Kilkenny in the
final with time running out, how do
you, as an experienced team member
and captain, keep your players focused™

A Just by keeping talking o evoryone,
and by staying posktive amd opthmistic ad
all 1imes

& And that dramatic winning point
by super-sub Julie White... are you
ecstatie, relleved, or just knackered
by then?!

Al Ecstatic, withou! a donbt, it give
EVErYane on 1 e & massive Lk

& Yoo gave yvour winning captain's
speech as gaeilge,.. had you rehearsed
that for weeks, or do vou have a good
p'upﬂl‘ Irish?

- b, 1"ve &t good grasp of the Gaeilge, |
1[ aoweek and a half before the
mateh, and practiced reading it out loud

NHII Rena ch Briege Enrhl'l:l'.ltl‘l iﬂ-lf
last year's Ladies Football All-Ireland win,
which left both on 18 Al-freland medals

three times, Worked ot OF in the encd

£ Which team-mate do you have the
best bond with now, and in the past?

Ac My former Cork team-mate Bricgpe
Carkery and mysell have been plaving
togedher for a long time There were & few
years there when 1 spent more time with
Briege than anyone elza inthe world.

Alse, my sister, Mary, plays with
Innfscarra, From pmtmg together for
such a long time we know each other
Imeside ot

& What is Christmas like for an
elite GAA athlete? Do vou walch what
you eat, teain, diet, or give yourself a
break? If <o, what is vour naughiy
fod Fdrink of choice?

A 1 glve myself a break for sure. 1 do
continue some training on my own as |

ay i, 5o why waull [ stop something 1

oy’

There woitdd be nights ot and 1 cortainky
woulin't be conniing the calories, but 1
enjoy eating well training so 1 don’t
break from it for too long.

& Yon run a suecessiul physio
business in Macroom, this muost be nll
a shrewd plan to btmm llu: phgnlu
for the Cork camogie and
ball feams when yon ﬂnnl]}' h&n.{
your boots? Or would you rather
pundin?

Fichare; Matt Browne/Sportsfile

a: Yeah_ I'm happy working in the elinkc
in Macroom. There's a lot of GAA talk
going on there? ['m not fitlly sure what the
future holds, I'm hoping to continue play-
ing in the short term anyway

B: How have camogie and ladies
football changed since you started
out? Are any changes for better or

Ac Both camogie and ladics {oothall
have changed. A hig change is the elul v
county situatlon for the player. inter-
county players now ses very Hitle of their
clul, which is a pity, Club games are
miuch later in the year,

There iz a bigger time commitment
invelved with sirength and conditioning.
wides analysis, etc, bt the nuts and balts
of it are vory similar,

: Do you think ladies GAA and
ladies sporis in general gei enongh
coverage in the media? If not, how can
if be improved?

A The amount of coverage female spori
15 getiing is certainly improving across
H‘m h:?;;rld I'm suﬁe that 'I1'~:||1|-|11:l wi]lumu-

ns, hopefelly poople will contingne
wgug‘wtrumale sport bn larger numbers
and hence the coverage will keep
improving

Gk Any more personal to aim
for? Your seven camogie titles looks a
little on the moderate side oompa
ln the mnrd 12 held by Kilkenny

A ﬁ I dm:‘! have any personal goals
really. I'm happy playk b vy chuibes ansd
with Cork for as long as I can. and if we're
succeseful 18% brilliamt boing part of it all,

&: Finally, when yon surpassed ex-
team-mate Briege Corkers's 17-medal
haul of All-Irelands in September, she
must have sent vou a8 bitchy message
on phone or texi? Spilll

A: Ha, Brivge wouldn§ have even dreanit
of sending me a Mtehy messape. It just
wonldn't b her-siyle at all T wosld have
loved Tor har o have been involved in
2017, but, loak, you'd never know, sha
might overtake me yet! She's just =n

amaxing persan

Julia’s jou

from i n%hel
to late, late hero

m Denis Hurley

EVEN ¥ it hadn't beon accompanéad by such a
good back-siony, Julia White's match=winning
point for Cok in the Al-irefand final against
Kilkenny would have baen the camogie
meomiant of the year

Wizh the two sides locked at -9 aach and
tirma almast up, most of thoae presant in Groke
Park must hawe axpacted & replay,

Horseerver, Douglas star White, just on the fisld
a3 8 substitute for Chizge Sigerson, made the

io ensuna Cork regained the O
Gaven thad this primany teacher in Chiist King
Girs"™ Secondary Schoal in Temer's Cross had
missed tho ontice 2016 seasan Meaugh injury,
il was all the more ol &
"It &lill hasn't really sunk |r1 sha told the
in October. a month ater that
dramatic maich-sanning momdeni.

*| was delighted to coma on and make an
impact. I'd say a lot of people were surprised |
wt for if, becausa evan though I'm a tonwand
I wonldn't scone & lot. It was instinct really.

*It was amazing thal if waent cwner, Everything
was & blur, Katrina Mackey asked ma after-
wargs # | thought her pass was good — | didnT
gven know who had ghven me the balll®

Julia’s injusy was @ tough one, and the cir-
cumSARCES ralfar unuSusl. "Taad wham | wis
teaching in Kilkenny in 2015,” she explaned.

*I was playing seven-a-side soccer and |
repdened my Achifes tendon, it was a clean
snap and it nesded surgesy,

“If meani 2018 was & write-oll, bar two
waaks wnen | fried 1o coms back bl then |
pulled a muscla in my othar foot

Alihe outset of 2017, tha focus for Julia was
on buitding up hee strength and spead.

“Spoed would abways have boan ang of my
shrangast atiribuies,” she said, “and i was
ccait ho chaal with thal nol baing at ihe sama
leval, | shill Gon T think 05 tully back:

“'s something you hava o deal with ment-
ally maybe more than physically, but | did a kot
of work on the irack in LCC with Martin
O'Brian;, our stirengih and conditioning coach,
my cabies had completely disappaaned!

B was somathing | couldn't realhy do on my
owr, | had to have somebady i Mo o,
and Mantin was great, | was working with him
fows EhTeats i eped,”

Thien, in May, there was anathor blow as
Juilia fraciured her fool Again, she bounced
bk and worked her way indo conlenion.

1 dicint really ged pny game-time during the
summar,” sha Sald, “But then when | got back |

happy for people ke Rena
mmmmmﬁmu‘ﬂnm it weas
fovely that she gat the graat aqualisar,

“Im just it Morwand now to working
iy orar the wirder and hopeully seaing the
ansfit of thal next year.™

TOP CLASS: Julia White recoives support from
Christ King Girls' Secondary School, where she
teaches, before the final — with teacher Carol
Ryan and first year puplls Susan 0'Donovan,
Kate Abern, Kate Corcoran, Aoife Byme
O'Riordan and Orla Madden



Rena Buckley has now captained her county to camogie and ladies’ football All-Ireland glory — but she wasn't the first to achieve that
remarkable double. Mary Geaney did it with two different counties, captaining Kerry's ladies’ football team to glory in 1976 and
leading the camogie team of her adopted Cork to the All-ireland in 1980, Here, Mary recalls her career and salutes Rena's achievement

EN Cork's camogie
took to the Croke .P‘ark pitch
in September for the All-
Irelamd fnal, ene eager TV
viewer was rooting for Rena Buckley
and her team to come

Mary Geaney watched the drama
unfold at home in Castleisland, Co

. and was thrilled to see Hena Lift
the Du.ffrﬂupandhemmnl]reﬁﬁt
woman io capiain the same county to
All-Ireland success in ladies foothatl
and camoggie,

Mary knew the emotions Rena was
guing through bettér than most — as
she created her own piece of history in
her illustrions sporfing career.

After capdaining her native Kerry o
the ladies” feotball All-Ireland in 1976,
Mary led her adopted Cork to the
camigie version in 1980,

However, far from wanting to protect
that proasd record when it came under
threat this vear, Mary was cheering
Rena on.

*T was aware of Rena Buckley and
her wonderful record to date,” said
Mary. “I way absolutely delighted that
Cork won in September. Records are
mada to be broken or beitersd 50 [ was
delighted to see her coming along and
doing the same thing.

“Rena’s achievements are second to
mhne and sport 15 a major part of her
life. She is a great role model for all
sports people, especially womed,

“I wonkd consider she has achieved
greainess in sport with that number of
All Treland medals — 18.

“Tt s a record all of 1ts own and |
admire her tremendously.”

Marv was no slouch hersell on the
gports field.

In the 1976 All-Ireland Ladies' Foot-
ball final, when Kerry bear Offaly 4-6
ta 1-5, she scored 3-2 as the Kingdom
Em their first title, the n:h::_:?plmmp

aving begun two years eariier,

Ehn:-smndusllyr said; "A forward 13
always dependent on the supply of ball
from her teammates, 50 my scora
rl:—III:-c'tnd the work of all those around

:\t the time, Cork was in the wilder-
ress In the aport and it would be 2005
before it won the first of its 11 tiles — it
is now level on most wins with Eerry.

Four vears after that All-Ireland win,
Mary captained Cork when the county

A

[ : -t

won the 1980 All-Ireland camogie title
after a dramatic two matches against
Limerick.

The first game ended ina draw, after
Ann O'Sullivan scored a last minute
goal for Limerick, her second of the day,
In the replay, Cork defeated first time
finalists Limerick by three points.

Mary played a plvotal run inthat
victory too, scoring the clinching goal
in the run-in to half time. Limarick
goalkeeper Helen Moynihan tried to
solo out the feld, tipping the ball on
hoer bl bt fadled o clear and the ball
was returned to Mary, who scored In
an unguarded goal.

Cork were coasting by &% points in
the second-half when Limerick grabbed
a goal and were piling on the pressure
before Mary scored a point toend their
resistance,

Mary said of the finak; “Whit stavs
with me ' most is it was a very hard-
fought and at no stage could we

tg Ure on our opponents,
Ijus.t fielt relief at the final whistle
that we had won, When It sank In that
we had won, I'was thrilled, It was a
great honour te be going up the steps
af Croke Park to accept the O'Duffy
Cupoon behall of the Cork team.

“All plavers confribute to a team,
VWhile we had a fantastic all-round
team. the players that remain in my
head from that day were Nancy
O’Driseoll, Marian McCarthy, Mary
Lieary, Marian Sweeney, Pat Moloney
and Martha Kearney,™

Mary said the Cork team celebrated
at a function that was also attended by
the losing Limerick team, who staved
kn the same hotel.

“We returned to Cork on the Monday
and there was a homecoming parade
from Kent Station o the ity cenire,”
she recalled. “In the following wecks
we went around to the clubs and the
sehonls with the O'Duaffy Cup.”

Asked how captaining Cork and
Kerry compared, Mary replied: “lt iz a
great honour to captain any Deam S0
they were both wonderful experiences
and [ treasure them always.”

She loved playing for her club in

Captain Marvel!

Cork, Bire Og , calling it “one of the
hij:hllghr_-i of my life®,

She added: 1 got on the Cork team
having won a number of coanty
champlonships and Munster titles
with them. Con Malane was a fantastic
trainer and motvator and hod a great
influence on my career. [ was also
lueky to work with a great trainer,
Tam Mott, when | played with Corlk.

“I made great friendships in Eire Og
which I still have to this day. [ also
have friendships with Castleisland
Desmonds ladies Iil.rllh whn:lm I played
for a number of

Mary went to the Ursuline nuns
boarding school In Blackrock, “The
nins were very kind and caring people
whi really looked afteér me. Thiy and
the lay teachers gave m'ﬁlt unmumm
ment to me in my ufﬂ

“I played scho hur:}:e:.. with the
Ursulines, club hockey with Old
Ursulines, Munster and Irish hl:u:hetr.‘

Mary adided: “1 can’t separate my Llfe
from my sport as sport is part of my
!iEr.- It alwn:.E has been and always will

playing, watching, managing
and. l:n.]]-:lm, nbnul 111 It is my passion.”

She still enjoys watching sport on
TV — and advises Cork {ans to enjoy
their team's dominance while they can.

“I bove watching camoggie and thanks
10 TG4 have been able to watch a great
number of games, TG4 are instrumen-
tal in bringing camogie 1o the forefront
as they show a great amount of games,

“Every county will dominate the
sport fora number of years se in thit
sense [ don't think Cork's recent domi-
nance s a bad thing. Kilkenny and
Tipperary have kil dominant periods
in the gamea. That is just part of the
sporiing cycle.

“The coverage of ladies sport has
cofmie a long way since 1 started. TG4,
RTE, the newspapers and social media
are covering it. It I fantastic 1o see
more women reporters who have come
from sport themselves and have 4
great interest in it However, there i%
atill & bit to go to catch up with the
coverage of men's sport. Women's:
neds equal exposure in te media™

“| just felt relief at the final whistle that we had won. When
it sank in, | was thrilled. It was a great honour to accept
the O'Duffy Cup on behalf of the Cork team.”

SUCCESS STORY: The All-Ireland winning Cork camogie team of 1980, with Mary Geaney frent row, far left

MY SPORTING LIFE: From top, Mary Geamey lifts the ' Duffy
Cup in 1980; signing autographs for fans after the game;
in action for her dub, tire Og; and (below) meeting
legendary RTE commentator Michael 0'Hehir at the Jury's
Spart Star Awards




Corl's Acife Murray at the launch of the inaugural Hhﬂrhmﬂi[ﬂdtﬂ-!unimumm
yesterday. Murray collected an incredible Tih All-Stars Aveard this year.

All-Star hero Murray yet to
decide on Rebel County future

Daire Walsh

Cork camogie goalkeepper
Aoife Murray iz undecided
about whether or not she will
extend her inter-county
career inbo a 17th season.

This vear was & memoralls
ane for the Cloughduy net-
minder, and in addition to se-
curing an eighth All-Ireland
senlor title, a serles of out-
standing individual perform-
ancas helped her 1and A
soventh All-Stor award.

A stoppage-1ime int from
Julin White guided the Rehel
County towards a dramatic
victory over Kilkenny in this
voar's decider, but desplte
having a positive outlosk for
2018, Murray will take some
time befare reach a final call
on her [ulure,

# & fow peopheane beginning
1o ask me that questbon. 1tz al-
wavs a lot 1 with adeck-
shon to make when yoi Wi be-
cavge obviously you're feeling
more positive and you think
“ahy yeah, 1 could do this foran-
other vear, Bat [am 24, 20 1'm
probably pushing on.

=Apparently there are other
things outsbde of comaogie as
well, which prople keep 1ell-
ing me about! 1 do have a doci-
shon to make, but I'm certainly

mvt podne to make it right now,
It's not on my agenda any-
Way.

Murray was speaking in
Croke Park at the taunch of
the inangural Liberty Insur
ance Ca All-Stars Tour,
which will goe the 2016 and
2017 selections facing oach
ather at Universidad cus&mr
tense do Madrid on Thursday,
MNovembes 3k

ey will be jodned in thie
Spanish capital by six of her
fnter-county team-mates, and
with o reception in the city’s
[rizh Embassy also planned
during the four-day trip, she

teves it représents i mss-
fve step forward for the spart.

“|t's probably reflective of
all of the work thats being
done behind the scenes that
people don’t appreciate. Even
this year, s=eing the guarier-
finals live opn TV shows again
just how much we are prog-
ressing.”

With the increased promo-
thom around camogie, Murray
is hopefil tsat there will e a
rise in attendanee figures for
All-lpeland finals. However,
she also recognises the lm-
portance of participation at
underage level. as well as a
continued resurgence in
conntbes like Clare and Offaly.

“Hopefully what you might
so in five, six years time is
that we're no Innﬁer talking
abowt 200000 ai a final, we're
talking about 30,000 plus. And
hopefully you're looking at
other countices 1ike Clare and
uffa.lévh {making a break-
through). That's the most im-
portant thing for me. I'd love
to have an 80,000 [final], but
I'd much prefer to see clubs
inundated with voung girls
cmmnin along. | think 1 a;;:
what 1 hope anyway from 1
ﬁntra.u.wdp:rnmntm, and ikl
the sockal media slde of things,
that that's wiat vou'[l see.”
2016 Ca All-Spars: Emma
Kavanagh (Eil mm‘.ﬁ Sarak 0'Con-
nor {Wicford), Sargh Dervan (Gal-
wayh, Colsise Dormer (Eilkeninyl Be
beoen Hennelly (Galwayh. Anne Dal-
ten (Kilkenmyk Mariam Walsh (Kil
kmn.:ll.fhhl!:‘,n-rlhlﬂﬂkl. Blichawrla
nEorkan (Offaly), Shelley Kebios
(Wesford), Demise Gawke (Rlikeanyi
Ninmh Muleshy (Limerickh, Tina
Ir-:::]um (CEaly), Kate Kelly (Wex-

2017 Camogle All-Stars: Asife
Murray (Cork); Tara Kenny iGal-
way )k, Catheriie Foloy (Rilkennyl,
Lasica Tresey (Corkk, Geseema 0°Con-
o (Cerkh, Makne MoGragh (Clarch,
Elmear (F 5ullivan (Cork) Mekghan

Farrell (K1 I, Azhling Thaempe
sop (Corkl Chiles Morey (CHDek
Kagie Pewer (Kilkenn ¥ Coi-
mor § Corkic Ablish warl,
Afsking Maher - Dong-
B (Galwayh - 1
New 2017

- "Iﬂ-.

Inaugural Liberty Insurance Ca

mogie All-
Stars Tour set for take-off

L= ]
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Ten i 1 the Sagenh capitsl, Tor thir inaugoral Liberty inguranon Carmogle All-Stars Tour.

Aecipierts of All-Srary fwwrs from M0N0 s JOTF i weill i eeral nomings will ko off for Madid on
ity Movermer 267 whwrn sy will plin 8 fxhiition manch i Univeryided £
ot Thursley Movember 307

Thie searms wil induss wee freem B counses inclusdng Cork's Acfe Muriy, Dublin's Risling Maher o
Gty Binfrca Merrolty whn wirs ol in amendance ot todey's Lench in noke Park oy collected an
incredibln 7 All-Stars, Award this year whisg Dustn s Maber coliected her very First award affer o mrrrmr

s reremiser Bor the Dol Merraslly will repisess the 306 All-Stars hiving collected her [P0 rward
Figh el duac s 20

The Tour will alss Priude several gther stsbwirrs of S garme inshuling Ve oo Legend Kate ey wha s
toee 5 8 Same, Arward in 206 e Corics Garremas (T Tormer whe menved ahead of Kally s yoar withan
vt recoed T LSt hwand.

Cork's Panuadier luriring sl Kuenny s e Deeny w88 manage B uldes. Murrsy plcked up th J0T7 Murage*

of the Yiour A having uided the Bebels 0.8 record 377 All-reland trie this Sestember. Kilery ligeed
Dy wirk Marager of the Yime In 307 hawing encled the an” 22 eer walt 18 Ut the DDutfy Cup

Ararim’s Drwen 30t who rifinsed this yiar's Senier Al-retand Fngl, will be thie s s e il for e
entibivon Franch, Ml Sporteena e Tha of fictsl Wi fgspliers o P Toor,

The Tour wil 3i0 engage with thi Lamt Fsh ommunihl T L
e Tour will, sias e eted by Madid Farpes GAR D, Camoge in Eurnpe ks o T riss and this Tour wil
ahgpari e ncredible gl of w.-ﬂwud-lrh-ﬂ

Devegpment Faan T Spar? O Forury i forher Enfarnd Ly this s i e B L B
nu:#duﬂmyﬂmrnm:ﬂ T e Farerinoet & dur pland

S ————— i i
prrrting ther i ehe rasnersioos ashietes aradole models fat Shey S

Spiialing In Croke Park, Directte of Peryenal Lines far Liberty Furance Delrdrg Ashe siid-
mw#mﬂmﬂpﬂdﬂmﬂmﬂ ot BT s iy BN
riviiege for vs B0 Sparma” e w“mmmwum Towr. o four provices &7
i draEEin p— e e gl ekl A A e SR
e M g Pt e dnsenc T A Eropr

sy pae AL SRS A wal T S T L e T o daachicd recogress o col e wE
P — L Each of Hhe playoril & roie masiets for young
TR o fe couy by mm.d.ﬁuu:mﬂn#ﬁmﬂh'ﬂnwuﬂrmur

e i e Ermvelling i Sk et Bl ot -

meﬂﬂmmmmmwmww
Farmi sl

ST -k Teme G LBt T
sl Murrary {oek] o v ey
Tara Keny {Gabway) Garsh Orfonnr e ord]
Eatherine Foliy [Kiems) B Ciorwns [Eatwy]
Laria Trpecy [Sork) Coiieme Dormer [Kikeww]
v CMConnar (Zirk) Ehecca My (o]
ke ARDTra (Clare} Anna Dulion (s
Erraa OFSuillivan [Cork) Wiriarn ‘Wiplsh (ke
wfmm s Coier (26K

Aahiing Thsmpeen [Cork) Uchaala Moricn ({0 taty]
Chibons My {Clarr) Gty Kahas (Weatord]
Kiatie Porestr (KEkpersy) Drerine Dt i Licerny)
oy CFDanner [Cock] Wit Muir By fLime k]
dtiiuh O FhiLhy | Gy Tira Harnen (0Takg)
Wnding Waher {Dubiin] ot il [Wefiard



Meet the Teams! Liberty Insurance
E_amugie All-Stars Tour - 2016 All-Stars
eam

By Coesoga Provs
Boafact 227 LT

mmmm.wm&-‘mrm-ni.mwwmm

Hovermier 78 and farardey Decemier 7 and i exhiarion mateh betesen the 016 and 207 Serior Atk
& . wierprs o] Ramieees wil ek plioe in Uiskversieled Damphrerre dis Wardrid on Thursding Morebmises”

an*

A &S, Tea

The H19 All-Sraeg wil be represerded by 14 players Trom B oonties, ncluding the 20 Plyer Payer of
the ¥ Dervee Gauln.

The Lgendany A Downay wil marsge: the Sids having wen the Manager of the Ve kuard for the first
rirme in 20116,

The plisgers on the 20705 Al-S2ar A i

Errrna Marcanagh [Falkeny]
[revna oolleomed rer et ALl-Sars Award in 2006 For her petvhandiog depiiyg between D wiicks o
mwmmmnmlmwnm-mwhm

Sarah DCernor {Wasfond)
Sarah ham been & pller of cormsnency, rEomving All-Shes rominations in both 2076 nd JOIT and B young
dipfprder Lok Doy bo e mabrtiny fof the Yellosbellies for years o tome.

Sy D (G - Lirks Coemammity Schw

farah Enliserod % maing S0 A5y Feserd in-i-noew in TG, elaieming: vhe Foll-Sack poiftion i Gabwing
pimchnd the Alldreiand Sems-Fnats before rarrewdy loting In sematime.

Ccllette Dovrrer (e}

Cidlerin picked up e Jnd AS-Seary Aeerd n 2005 a1 Lete Comer-lack o $ha Cats clasmed thie frict All-
Freland Btie i 13 yoars.

Robecra Hennelly (Galway) ’
Ribirra claiened Ber Frst Seiar ALSars. Awnrd in 209 o2 fight Hail Back aning previousty won e
interrediate Saarvg Star ward i N3

B Clattos iy
e AllSrs whinner i both 2016 and J0T7, Anne bk collecoed 5 AL-Stry Awatds 15 total o dae b add o

her rrsial hamt which Sess har a6 o of S et deconested players in the gare.

s ateh By
iriarm cedlocted her Firet Ad-Stees Award in 20% i recogrition for hir pheital rout In the Can” rédfield oo
i wiry 1o All-reland glory, and was nomingted agiin i 07T s she rraimined her soeilar form,

D i (Cork)

(vl e e i AL Smars Raand winver i both 2096 and J077 and hae collected § ML-SEr Awards bfer
rper 10 dabe. She hurs been s ey memiber o thi Dok side n recent years, cellecting Muligls teles along
e iy

Wicrassis Marian (D1 aly)
Mecreea s o stalwart of Offly Camagie and collecied an Al-Stars Award 5 2008, t0 530 0 her multple
Soarien Sharn S, Shes plnyed by rote for Paithiul Doty o they reached the Quisrber Pl in 2096

Shatry Kehos [Wesferd)

Shliry has Been & crucal pare ol she Weodond set-up e sy years, and her oormistent daplan s her
FECEHE All-STarE normingsions in both 20 and Z0T7. 206 s the Yehowbelles agosicngly delased alter
sanraetime of the Al-nelend Seri-Firal,

Do Gadar (KT uersy]

The Mayers’ Plasper of the Year i 2016, Deniue was 0n of the stardout planyers for the Cats as they clamed
the ODulfy D, seoring vital points throught their cermpaign. She contirued this form s the Gt reached
thie Fleal again in JOTT which sae Fae rerrarubied oneE maore for an AL-Seers Aaard s 2017

iy bl ey [Limrichd)

A rrrinee i ath 2006 and 017 Mk b Lsad by exenple n Lmedde's rie Bvaugh the Damogie racio i
recEnE yearn, cellpcting Searing Stars Awards along thn wisy i 5 her mounhy won the All-lreland
Ittt Tl in 200 00 gan promogion by Senior TEmogee.

Tiea Hanron (Gt

A rarriees in 2016, the sharpehocter s b the O ey Toreard e in recent years. ard i 2006 this wnw
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Gemma O'Conno
pounding throug
thought 'why do

_— =

Jack O'Toole

November 24 2017 12:431 PM

= Email

The game of *will Gemma O'Connar
_ play or will she not* was undoubtedly the t subplot
surrounding the 2017 Liberty Insurance All-lIreland Camogie final. ¥ e

Eﬁ"&.w had the mﬂf,”g ilkenny, In what was a replay of the 2016 final, and Cork captain Rena

the Rebelettes nity to become the most decorated player in the history of Gaelic Games if

headine 1t could prise their title back from Ann Downey’s Kilkenny, but the big question mark
ng into the final was will 10-time Liberty Insurance All-Star Gemma O'Connor play?

' Connor had i ra—— .
exactl nn:: r.u::: REr medial coiiaterai ligament (MCL) in the semi-final win over Gaiway and she had
injury }tr.; maflﬁ recover in time for the All-reland final, On average, it takes six weeks for a MCL

EETT was back on the field in just over three weeks. How? She rehabbed the injury moming, noon
LIRS baigmeiLs

“The team had rules and | had to m

0'Connor, ake the call whether | was going to be available or not,” said

“I was adamant that | wanted to play so | got with the doctors and physios and said *if there's any
slight chance at all that | can play I'll do whatever it takes’.

“I took time off work and | just tried to build my knee up as best as | could. | needed to rehab and
push it because | didn't have time to rest it.

“I strapped it up and started slowly and | worked every second day on a programme the physio gave
]~

“Between that | had my own exercises at home and then | had the pool at the Mardyke Arena. Paudie
Murray, Dr. Con Murphy and Colin Lane made sure | had everything at my disposal and then when | was
off from work | was just trying to rehab it morming, noon and night.”

Thiete was N0 ndjor Ubinus test for O Connee’s recovery, There was d Drief run arncund e outside of
the pitch at the training session on the Thursday, and a few fitness tests on the evening before the
final, but she was still very much uncertain about whither her knee would hold.

She said she only realised she had a good possibility of playing the night before the final and that she

pisyed the majority of the game through 2 mie of faar and adeanaiin
“Playing in the backline | was thinking | don't want to be taken to the cleaners here,” added
O'Connor.

“There was one incident in the first-half and I struck the ball and got this massive pain up through my
mree afier i planied my food.

“After that | didn't have too much trouble but | think | could have been playing on adrenalin. Once the
whistle blows the aches and pains have to go cut the window.

“I had it in my head that | needed to be prepared to go off, if it gets too bad because | have a team to
Lininik, abDout ds well and not (0 Dy puiling G team in jeopandy, Detause i"ve Deconme g weak Tink ai

the back,

“We knew there wasn't going to be an inch out on the field and when the final whistle went, | thought
it was the worst game |'ve been involved in for having that fear that something could go wrong,

“I could feel my heart pounding through my chest for the last couple of minutes and | was thinking *oh
my god, why do | put myself through this?"

“But just seeing Julia White putting the ball over the bar was special. She’s been such a crucial player
for us down thropgh the vears hut cha's fust heen s unluckor with infuny

“With very little space she had the composure to take the shot and score and thankfully we had time
on our side and the final whistle blew a short while later, That was my favourite moment_ ™

0'Connor added that it was her favourite win of all the finals she's played in, because of what her
Leann was up againsi iwading into tie Tinal and Decause of e snce Lainky of fer gwn situation, wiid,
made the victory all the sweeter. Winning is still the best antidote,

Two teams comprising the country's top Camogie stars will jet out to Madrid next week as Camogie
9oes 'On Tour' to the Spanish capital for the inaugural Liberty Insurance Camogie All-Stars Tour,



Southside and District Sports Award winner Paudie Murray with his wife Jennifer Murray and daughters [sabells and Elena,

IT WAS a reflection of the hard
work and dedication of the
Cork Camogie team and man-
agement that they were All-
ireland champions again in

September.

Their victory over KEjlkenny
highlighted their commitment to
the geansad, their passion for
the game of camoghbe and their re-
golve throughouwt & season whers
the Catz were hot favourlites
o Deat the Rebels,

Into winber now, their squad has
been busy collecting All-Stirs and
a host of other acoolades,

The latest saw Paodie Murray
saluted at the Southside and Dis-
trict Sports Star Awards hosted at
the Cork International Hotel.

Salected Manager of the Year at
the Camogle All-5tars, 1t acknowl-

the efforts and commitment
of both the team management ansd
the abkility of skillful players to
work incredibly hard throughout
the past vear to claim ultimate
honours,

In Croke Park on All-Ireland
final day, Cork reserved their best
performance of the past 12 months
to record an extraordinary victory
over defending champions Kilken-
ny and move past Dublin on the
rall af honour with 27 Liberty In-
surance All-Ireland Senior Camo-
gie Championship titles.

And from a dramatic con-
clusion, super sub Julia White
gtepped into the breach to land the
matchwinner in the sixth minute
of injury time. After conceding
last vear"s title to Kilkenny, Cork
regained their crown in a frantic
finish that saw White break from a
pack of Kilkenny defenders before
safling & beautifully struck point

el m

Picture: Geradd Banie

Murray has ...

been the

right guide

AWARDS

m John Tarrant

over the bar to seal the win for the
Rabels,

Murray admitted that he
IJ]E;I.;S]:I! the game was heading for
a replay before substitute White's
late, late effort and praised Cork’s
beaten rivals.

“Falr play to Kilkenny, they
made it very difflenlt, they're a
great team, it's great for camogle
that that rivalry is there. The level
of interest this year was phendam-
enal and they have to take a lot of

the credit for that,” he sadd.

“Coming into the game, we
EEHIE about composire, we spoke
about desire and finally wearing
the Cork jersey and the duty they
have to that jersey and they car-
ried oat that duty brilliantly,”

The return of Gemma O°Conmar
from a knee injury bo start made 5
crucial contribution. Murray
praizsed the contribution of the
now efght-time All-Ireland winner
and her fellow veterans in leading
the charge to the team’'s third tithe
in foar years.

“Gemma came back and had a
good training seszion on the
Thursday night so we just ook a
chance really.” he sabd,

Libby'shomecoming
Inspires young fans

LIBEBY Coppinger was the
centre of attention when she
brought the O'Duffy Cup to St
Colum’s for a night that will
live long in the camogie club’s
history.

[tis the very first time a mem-
ber from St Colum's brought
the All-Ireland senior camogie
cup hack to Colum's Hall:

It was also a very special
evening for the Coppinger fam-
ily as Libky's grandmother,
Breda, was part of the very first
committes in 5t Colum's.

Also the Coppinger family
were instrumental in getting
camogie up and running in the
area back i 2009,

Rebel star Libby was joined
by Cork goalkeeper Aoife Mur-
ray, Cork manager Pandic Mur-
ray along with Damien Mur-
ray, Miall Colling and Martin

CFBrien, whoe are part of the

—

MANAZEMENT DeLmL

Mary McSweeney, chairper-
son, and Mary Bulger of the
Cork Camogie County Board
were also present at the even-
ing.

Fans, obd and young, got the
chance o meet and congratu-
late the players and manage-
ment for winning the All-Ire-
land title, The children present
got their hurleys signed along
with some selfies with Libby
and Aoife.

It will be o night that will
never be forgonen for all those
present. Like Alan O°Connor's
homecoming with the Sam
Maguirein 2010 which inspired
a generation of Colum's players,

including Libby, to strive for
greatness, Libby Coppinger's
homecoming will inspire the
next gencration toreach for the
moon and the stars,

i

VIPs: St Colum's Libby Coppinger holds the O'Duffy Cup on its first visit to the West Cork dub. Also pictured
ozt manager Paudie Murray, Damien Murray, Niall Collins and Martin O'Brien, members.of theman-

keeper Aoife Murray, Cork
agement team.

And Murray hafled the lnpat of
18-tirme All-Ireland winner across
Ladies foothall and camogie Rena
Buckley as “phenomenal”™,

Im doing so, Buckley joined
former Kerry footballer and Cork
camogie star Mary Geaney as one
of two women to lift titles in both

.

“If you ever meet her you'd
think that she hadn't wan any-
thing, she's so down to earth, a
greal leader and a great captaln.
What a warrior,

1 elrive around the city and [ see
the Christy Ring Bridge and the
Jack Lynch Tunnel, I think may be
it's time we name something after
her,” ha said.

are Cork goal-




Newcestown go down fight

Munster glory evades West Cork women despite gallant second-half performance

MUNSTER CAMOGIE FINAL

LISMORE ___ 1-10
NEWCESTOWN _ 0-8
NOEL HORGANREPORTS

IT was obvious Mowcestown
hied an uphill banle on their
hands after they conceded a
goal shortly before half time in
the Munster chub intermediate
cumagie final at Castle Road in
Blackrock last Saturday.

While they turned over jusl
five pornts in arrears, -6 to 0-4,
it was hard to see them erasing
the deficit in the second half
view of how commanding the
Lismore defence, particularly
the full-back line, lad been be-
fore the break.

As things transpired, New-
cestown failed to reel in the
Waterford senior champions,
buit thisy masde a gallant ¢ ffort to
o 20, and had they been more
ecanormical with their chances,
they would certainly have been
clozer an the finish.

That they squandered sev-
ernl opperiunitics from . score-
able frees left them with good
caisse for rueful relleerion, all
the more =0 sinee Aoife Han-

non's unerring accuracy from

placed balls was a leey factor in
Lismiore’s success,
‘Mormeally our free-takers are

wery reliable, but it didn’t hap-
pen for us in that regard today,’
Iamented Newcestown man-
ager John Cronin afterwards.

‘I thought we controlled the
game in the second half, but we

justdidn’t put encugh scores on
the board, and the bottom line
1% you must take your chances
if wou want to win these com-
petitions.

‘It’s very disappointing that
we didn't turn Lismore over,
but we've had a greas vear, and
thiswasa bitofa leaming curve
for the team, so we'd be happy
enough.

"W are the county champi-
ons, we'll be going up senior,
which &5 where we want o e
riext year, and hopefully this
experience will stand 1o us,” he
remarked.

MNewcestown made 3 prom-
ising start, responding 1o a
couple of carly Lismore points
with 3 hat-rrick of scores shared
by Meabh O'Donovan, Collen
Twaomiey, from a free, and Ther-
e MeCarthy during the open-
ing len minues.

Lizmore enjoyed the beter
of the exchanges for the rest of
the first half however, not least
because of thelr dominance in
defence, and the threat carried
by full forward Caithriona Me-
Gloone at the other emd.

‘We are the county champions, we'll be going up
senior, which is where we want to be next year,
and hopefully this experience will stand tous’ —
Newcestown manager John Cronin

, nml'sDeHy

Iuk:aﬂuﬂ'mmwgh Lismone players

Eyes on the prize: Newcestown's Amy
Intermediate Camogie Club Championship at Castle Road.
The result was that Newees-  resumption when 4 long-range

town didn't add to their gally
until Colleen Twomey, fed by
u precision cross from Colerte
Desmond, pointed in stoppage
time, and Lismore, counesy of
nwell-taken goal by the ever-
menacing McGloone in the
29th minute, had opened up a
SiX-point gap in the interim.,
MNewcestown: almost made
a major breakthrough on the

for the balk
%ﬁl : d Sharon Willams tussle for possession during the Munster final.

free by Suzanne Deasy deceived
Lisavore custodian Tanya Mor-
rissey, but corner back Sarah
Coughlan was on hand to pre-
went the ball from crossing the
fine.

Deasy delivered a strong dis-
play ot centre back for Newces-
town in the second hall when
Macve Lynch, who performed
with the urmost compcience
throughout, and Alison Crow-
ley were equally effective in the
half back line.

Lerica Greiffin: and Evelyn
Crowley were very much to the
fore as well at midficld, all of
which allowed Newcestown o
gainaterritorial edge, especial-
Iy during the last 20 minutes,

Under limited pressure, the
MNewcestown Tull-back line, in
which Aisling 0" Donovan stood
out, looked masch more assured
as the second half progressed,
but, whide Meabh O'Donovan,
Calleen Twomey and Colere
Desmond had their moments.
up front, the Lismore rear-
guard remained frmly in con-
trod fof the most part.

It meant the Warerford king-
pins, leading by 1-8 1o 0-5 a1
the three-quarter stage, boked
odds-on to prevail before the
decision to entrust Colete
Desmond with the free-taking

duties broughe resules for Mew-
CesbiwTL

Desmond converted rwo
frees at cither side of an excel-

gathers the shotar ahead of Lismore's Shona Curran during the AIB Munster

lent point from play by Ciara
0'Sullivan, a5 Newcestown be-
gan to nibble away at Lismore's
advantge and set the scene for
an exctng finish.

They were four points adrift
when Colleen Twomey expertly
gathered a Collete Desmond
delivery to earn a free at the
edge of the square, giving them
an pppomunity 1o grab the goal
they needed 1o resurrect their
hopes in the finzl minute of

time,

Suranne Deasy’s well-struck
shot wias zaved, and, to com-
pound Newcestown's frusira-
tion, Deasy was off-target with
an elfort to bring them back
within striking range from a 65
shorly afierwards.

Aanife Hannon had the last
word from a free for the Lis-
more girls, who, while they
deserved 16 coffe OUL on Lo,
were flaftered by thesr winning

[Phctes: Howard Crowdy)

margin on the overall mn ol

the play.

Scorers

Lisrricne: A Hannon 0=T1, € Mc=
Gloone 1-2,5 Curan -1
Mewcestowre C Twomey 0-3(H),
C Desmond 0-H, M CDongvan, T
MicCarthy, C 0 5ullivian -1 each,
Lismare: T Modrissey: S Coughlan,
5 Prendergast, E Currarc & Houl-
a5 Kiernan, M BUsselk S Curran
SWiEss R Gan-
eeally, W hormssey: A Hanman, C
MoGioone, JHouhan
Subs 5 Bopmett For A Houlihan
(535, E Power for | Houan {54}
MeEwcastawrs O Dinsarc iy
OOt v, B De=senced, b b
Sweeney, MLymch, 5 Deasy, A
Crowhey; Z Griffry E Crowley;

M Eenneally, TcCarthy, M
O'Donowar: C Twormy, CDeg-
mced, C0'Sulhvan,

Suls: & Murray o Renneally (in-
ju'a:[.lrl:],H Orwtahany for MeCa-
rihy (551 E Murphy [oe Twomiy
{injured, 52).
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Niamh McCarthy, Inniscarra and Cork camogie player with dub officials, Elaine Buckley, Tim Budkley, Joe McCarthy and Rose Malone, Cork Camagie Board at the
Muskerry GAA/Auld Triangle October Sports Star Award function. :

THE Auld Triangle and Musherey
Sports Star Award winner for the
month of October i3 Niamh
McCarthy.

The Inniscarra camogie star

layed a starring role in October

elping her club win the senior
championship final for the second
yvear in-a-row, after victory over
Glen Rovers, 2-13 to 1-10. Saptem-
ber was also a memorable month
for the youngster, as she played a
wital rode in the Cork senior feam
win. ¥t another All-Ireland title,
defeating Kilkenny, 0=10 10 0-8, For
MeCarthy to be playing such a
wital rale §s remarkable given hoer
long dark rosd in recent years.

wasa im 2011,
antil she suffered two cruciate
lgament injuries in 2001 and 2003
From two serfous injuries to 1ift-
ing the All-Treland trophy in Croke
Park in a space of a years, s
some achisvement.

MeCarthy was joined by her '

family, team mates. Inniscarra

and Cork representatives at the

tation in the Aukd Triangle.

ﬁam:u:nm recently. The talented

fe player was more than de-

11[',I1.|:E-|I to pefloct afterwards 6na
rewarding two months,

“It'z a1 hinge homour to be collect-
ing this award tonight, When you
Inok at the calibre of plavers who
have recaived it since it staried in
#0174 and now that [ have joined
thart list. it's hard to belisve.

“I received a phone call, and 1
was shocked 1o be honest. Thera
W Intanf‘g]ay‘em on my Innise-
arra feam that would have been
worthy winnees also. Iam slrea:~
resenting them i‘ﬂi“'i&f

After a disjointed few :.r&m-
2016 was the first year 'l-'l'lE'I"L‘
MceCarthy had & eongistent run of
trainings and matches. She
sleadjl:.r improved and then 20017

to remember. It is fair to
nﬁ' s toak her chance with bath
vhands, storming onto the Cork
senlor camogle team, an adven-

Picture: Anme (Eiordan

Niamh is

a Towering

success

H Barry O'Mahony

ture that would take them all the
m}' o headquarters in Septem-

“2017 was mv first year on the
Cork panel and to come in fo the
gide and win my first All-Ireland
miedal, in the manner that we dicl
(Julba White's last minute point)
wazan incredible feeling. 1Us more
than I could have ned in my
first year. The win and occasion
was unreial, It meant a lot to me
and my family,”

The feel-good facior continued
inte October, as MeCarthy's club

Inniscarra, claimed the senior ca-
E&mt champlonship for the sec-
year running.

“Winnlng a senlor county with
the clulb is speclal, becanse 11's the
people that you have grown ulj_:
with. Back fa back county Hiles
huge for this group of players. I
was only the elub’s third senfor
title. When vou win the county
everyone is out o get vou and its
alwavs harder to refain. Given the
fixiures and the route to the final
1.halh\]'|.'5 took, this was extra

Rolling back to 2011, MeCarthy
was one of the most promising
players in Cork, until her plaving
carcer was stalled for nearly two
yoears on two different occastons,
iz the third year pharmacy siu-

dent in UEC oxplins,

T had haskethall training ten
days before the All-Ireland club
final in 2011 and tore my cruciate
ligament injury. 1 had some
trouble with my knee post opar-
atfon and it took some time o
come hack. In 200E, 1 returned, bat
after two months, the crociate in
my other knee tore while playing
camoghe, [ was guited. It had taken
me almast Pwo vears to come back
plaving after the frst time and
then it happened again, Afer the
second time, § was thinking 1o my-
self “will I ever be able to play
agmin.” H17 is done amd dusted for
the Tower native, and every aim
has been achicved.

“Hopedully 2018 will be every bit

as pood,™

mmmmm Mﬂmﬂm‘q with Lismare mﬂnﬁﬂ“hluﬂ[ and Sharon Hﬁmiuult for possession in last weekend's Munster final.

Dirsurn: B rerrmed Frenand



All-Stars prepare

for Madrid trip

TWO feams comprising the country’'s
top camogie stars Ay to Madeld next
wieek for the inaupural Liberty Instur-
ance Camogie All-Stars tour,

Recipients of All-Star awards rom
M6 and 2017 as well as several nomi-
nees will take off for Madrid on
Wednesday where they will play an
exhibition match in Universidad Com-
plutense dis Madekd on Thursday,

The teams will inchede stars from
eight counties inehsling Cork's .-\-u-lfr.'
Murn:.-' Dublin's Alsling Maher, and
Galway’s Rebecca Hennelly who were
all in attendance at the launch earlier
this week in Croke Park. Aoife
collected her sévenih All-Star award
this year while Alsling collected her
very first award for the Dubs.
Hennelly will represent the 2016
All-Stars having collected her first
award at right half-hack in 2006,

The tour will also include soveral
other stalvarts of the game, including
Wexlond legend Kate Kelly who won
e ninth All-Star award in 2016, amd
Cork’s Gemma O°Connor who moved
ahead of Kelly this yvear with an
incredible record 10th All-Star.

Cork’s Pandie Murray and Kilken-
ny’s Ann Dowpey will manage the
sldes. Pawdbe plcked up the 2017 Man-
ager of the Year Award having puided
1l Rebels to a record 27ith All-Ireland
title st September, Kilkenny legend
Ann was Manager of the Year in 2018,
having emded the Cats™ 22-year wail 1o
lift fhe O Daffy Cap.

Antrim’s Owen Elliott who referecd
thiz yvear's senior All-Treland final will
ke the man in the middle for the
exhibition maich, O'Meills are the offi-
clal kit suppliers for the Tosur,

The tour will also engape with the
local Irish commundty in Madrid with
a reception ai the Irish embassy and
the tour will be hosted by Madreid
Harps GAA Club. The tour will show-
case the skills of the game (o Maclrile-
nijans!

It"% a fantastic experience for the
g!l"|51 particalarly those that are
picking up All-5tars for the great
players they are but don’t have
All-lreland sucoess with thelr county.

--':1-

[ i [5tver

Roife Murray |Cork), Rebecca Hennelly (Galway), and Aisling Mahes [Dublin) at Croke Park in advance of the Camegie All-Star towr, which
takes place in Madrid next week,

Picture: InphoiTan Sheridan

L % @e@Cork’s Paudie
= Murray and
Kilkenny's Ann
Downey will manage
the sides. Paudie
picked up the 2017
Manager of the Year
Award having quided
Cork toa record 27th

Farrell
gets the
crucial
goal

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

Ballincoll 1-8
Charl e 0-6

PALLINCOLLIG and Char-
leville batfled it out to the
fnal whistle in Castls Road
in a bid to fake the U16 A
championahip erown.

1n a closely contested
game Ballincollig edged
ahead
to lead by two palnts at the
break and grabbing theonky
goil af the game |n the sec-
oat] half they leld oncto ke
the title with five points to

Eparn.
It was paint for point in
the opening hall as nefther
side could forge ahead. Orla
McCarthy and Niamh
O'Brien wenz on target with
points from play for Ballin-
collig and with Hanna
O Leary polnting a free and
a 45 they were two points in
front at the break 0-5 10 0-3,
Charleville worked hard
all through the half and had
first-half peints from Laara |
Dovle, Alma Jones and
Caitlin O"Brien as they
matched
Ballincollig in afl sectors
and they were well in the
ame as they showed fierce
termination.

Through the second half,
the battle to gain control
continued with both de-
abnteahaw a lot of work to

a.

Ballincollig had points
from Crrla MeCarthy, Han-
nah O°Leary and Eabhn
O'Mahony and in reply
Laura Doyle kept the scome-
hoard ticking over with
thres Charleville points:

Ballincollig were strong
in all sectors and not afraid

o g0 fier scores and th gm
1I1|!- vital with Lilly
O Farrell dispatching lhe
ball to the net for the gnmie’s |
only goal with jist two min
ules remaining.

This was vital for them as !
it stretched thedr lead to five |
H-ulm.-.' i lead they held to

nal whistle.

Both =ides must be com-
plimented on the perform-
ances of their players in o

game where Ballincollig's
| Hannah OLeary was strong
in defence all through as

Speaking at the launch, Camogie 2 T TaalE iy ' o iy : A“ I la d T
wsjdent Catherine M * b "“‘-m—"ﬂ‘l - = i - IE “ Ilt 'Eq
Emlnhe:;d i 1ful};n-:.hﬁﬁr: fg.ﬂlgL?E: Cork's Orla Colter bursting past Wexford slna.m:! Iﬁllml last summer. Shhmnl'm

Liberty Insurance Camogle All-Stars  Rebels heading to Spain on the Camogie All-5tars toor. Picture; Eddie 0'Hare Charleville came in search
Tour to Madrid, Camogie's continued of scores and her perform-
mmmlllllrhem !u.';iu':lm'lnprnq,:m af aur (L il.l'iE'E-h Pl]'a-_'i {1 Tai | ‘I].I;:J win her
game amnd our players as owtlined in 2017 All-Stars Team: 2016 All-Stars Team: The Camogle Assoclation’s website. | the Plaver of The Match
anir Mational Development Plan "Our stafes that it continues to strive to pro- Awmard,

Sport Our Futire' is further enhanced Aoife Murray (Cork); Tara Kenny Emma Kavanagh (Kilkenny); Sarah  mote a culture where the health, hap: | Scoren tor Ballinestiig: Lt Fareel
v thik= indtiative, as we strive toensure (Galway), Catherine Foley [(Kilkenny],  O'Connor (Wexford), Sarah Dervan piness and wellbelng of ts playing | 18 0 MoCadty H OfLeany 0-3 oach

that the needs of our players and our Laura Treacy (Cork); Gemma (Galway), Collette Darmer members is at the heart of evervthing | M ©/0en. E O'Marony 01 sach
members are o (he farefront of our O'Connor [E:rlﬂ.mm McGrath lHIItmn:J;H#hlﬂﬁthnelty that the associntion does. ety sl g
iens, [Clare), Eimear O Sullivan (Cork); {Galway), Anne Dalton (Kilkenny), Thery want to include players n the | gy jmeoLLie: & warmerr &

“This four recognises the individuaal £ decision-making process. As part of | spare, B (Mnann:
performances and dedication of our M#h'" F“"'é' Im!‘;ﬂﬁh""’ wm““ﬂ&“ﬁﬂ'ﬂ:&?ﬁf' this commitment the aesocation has | ey, ¢ ::'TE 2 Foioy. HO'Loary: O
plitvers to “our game’, promoting them ompsan (Cork), rey [Cork). . launched an online Club Plaver Wel- N OBren. E O'Mareny. E
as e tremendous athletes and role  [CHarel, Katie Power (Kilkenny), Amy Shelley Kehos (Wexford), Denlse 0. Gussionnaive. Theg nnsire’ | Comned, A CRowks. | Kesck
milels that they are, O'Connor (Cork); Allish O'Reilly Gaule {Kilkennyl; Niamh Mulcahy pjves plavers a chance to have their | 350 LM OFarel for 5 Keare ©

“1 would also like to acknowledge  [Galway), Aisling Maher [Dublin), {Limerick), Tina Hannon (Offaly),  say ahouf issues that affect them and | oo L0 Aouke
the continued 5-1.|.;||-|er|! of our :mrs Aoife Donohue (Galway), SHARLEVELLE: L Biggane. 5 Jonms

Eate Kelly (Wexford]. o have the apportunlty (o positively | ¢
Liberty Insnrance who hayve assisted inflwence camogie in the futana ; LDkl
us inm moking the Cimople All-Siars There i= an online questionnaire to | 2 Caithe (Flesn. Clars O'Brien, A
Tour possible in 2007, and we ook for- doni; T

coampleie and many cluh players in
ward to our continued partnership in Cork should take the tme to f10 it iy | e D O Connes (Gl Rowem,
promoting the sport.”

and have thedr say.




Goals the
key to
Blarmey's
SUCCeSsS

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman
Blarney 4-3
Na Fiarsaigh 0-9

GOALS proved crucial for
Blarney as they were
crowned 16 B county
champions with a six-point
victory over Na Piarsaigh
in Whitechurch last Satur-

ay.

Blarney hit three goals in
the apening half, which
helped them load 3-2 to (-5
at the break.

Through the second half,
the sides were svenly
maiched, but in the Anish,
Blarney added enough
scores to their tally to en-
sure they were crowned
champlons.

Orla Cremen pointed an
early Blarney free and a
Lautra Shine goal seitled
them into the gamie,

Micole O'5ullivan and
Casey Coleman were on tar-
get for Na Plarsaigh with

oints as Megan Waters

J i the net for Blarney's
second goal to keep them in
yoontrol.

As the sides swapped
scores, Blarney held their
lEad.

} Cremen again found the

range with a pointed free
cand a goal just before hali-
time from Shine helped
Blarney extend their lead
to six points.

The sides battled hard
throughout the second hall
and Na Plarsaigh kept the
scoreboard ticking over
with Coleman adding to
their tally.

As they applied a lot of
pressure, they hit the post
with a shot that would have
narrowed the gap.

Blarney stoddd firm under
the pressure and they held
their lead.

With the Na Piarsaigh de-
fenee holding firm. Blarney
had 1o work hard to try and
get something in the second
half.

Cremen pointed a free as
they battled to get past a Na
Piarsaiph defence that
stood strong.

Blarne}rlgﬂhhtd a vital
goal with four minutes re-
maining, with Cremen on
target, and it was enough to
ensure they took the title
after an excellent contest,

The player of the match
award went to Jennifer
Murphy, Blarney, who had
a tremendous hour in the
heart of her team’s defence.

Scorers lor Blarmey: L Shino 2-0, O
Creman 1.3 {0-3 i, M Waters 1-0.

F'Iamlgh I: Colpman O-7 10-2 1, N
OrSulimn 0

BLARMEY: 3 Bannen; E Hayos, 4
Mufpn.' E Ul A Murkiy, H Hayos,
Ermahan; A Cots, E Migpry, E Powar,
(o Cramen, M 'Walases, A Linsham, L
Shine, £ Buckiey

Suba: B OF¥eoie for E Buckiyy (he(], fea
Cromdn for Megan Walers 050

runmamn ¥ Maringion i:rww
?lnm' Em' '“ ua:.nn,-E
Mumim

S L - o .

Aghabull 215
%t Finbards 55

AGHABULLOGUE, with Cliona
Healy to the fore, captured the SE
Systems Minor B Championship
title in Ovens on Saturday last.

The sharpshooter notched up an fm-
pressive 20 of her side’s ially as they
overcame St Finbarr's to be crowned
champions.

In the epening half, Healy was an
target with 1-5 of her team's tofal bu it
was by mo means & one-woman show as
Leah Dineen with two points and Julis
Tarrant, Caroline Barreit and Ciara

Aghbullogue, the 5E Systems Minor B Camogle Championship winners.

Healy's haul vital
for Aghabuliogue

GAMDGIE

m !l'lanr MNewman

MeCarthy, with one each, put the
pressuce on the 5t Finbarr's defence,

St Finbare's kept in touch with as
Megan Fitzpatrick goal and with El-
mear Horley, Saolrse Moonan, and
Emma Olden all battling hard the
Barrs girls kept the momentum going
bt they wene still 31X points in arners
at ;hc: break as Aghabullogue bed 1-10
1 1=k,

Through the second half, S Fin-
barr’s worked to try and close down

the Aghabullogue attack but with-

Cliona Healy in sparkling form, they
had a tough job as she added to her
tally with four points before striking
for a

The 5t Finbarr's girts added to their
tally with Eimear Hurley, Saoirse
Meonan, Emma Olden and Lauren
MeCarthy ensuring they kept the
scoreboard ticking over but they had
o battle for every score against an Ag-
habuliomue defence where centre-back
Katle MeCarthy, was magnificent
breaking up attack alter attack.

Clara E-'rq:l::‘.nrlili; addided & palng bo the
Aghabullogue tally as they malntained
their momernium to the Mnal whistle to
be crowned minor B champlons.

Aghabullogue’s Clara MeCarthy

was named as Player of (he Match anc
presented with hor momento by Shetls
Galden, vice-chairwoman of the Corl
Cavrmvogie Board.

Searers lor !thhulkﬂﬂ C Hanly 3-9, C
WcCarhy. L Dinaon -2 sach, C Baenafl, J Tarand
# Finban s £ Hu-ru-y 1-1, M Fgpairich 1-0, 2
HNoonan 0.2, E Oldem, L McCarihy 01 anth
AGHABULLOGARE: € Tarsant; A Haaly, M Copee, §
Worpndhasrc J Cotior, K WcCarihy, B Cotier; E Folay, -
Tarrant; C Hoaly, CWsCanhy, CBares L Dinoen, §
Donnehay, 5 Byrmno.
Sacha K Cootry lot L Dinsen, R Martin foe 5 Byanas
E1 FINBARRAS: O Kamng: A O-Mahany o). &
¥ Pegen. f Gotler: A OFhel, G Cahadana, G Yaiar
| Kpaapaan, M Fitzpatrich; E Ciden, E Hurley, B Mupas
da: L MeCaahy, 5 Meonan, N Foley
Bahi! L MoCarihyf for W Folioy
Aoforos: Catral McASnaer |[Aghada)

Mallow
5t Catherine's

GOALS win games is the old saying.

It was a reallty on Saturday last in f‘t-u-unhl.'luv o
doubt, as Mallow grabbed four and in the process
held on to take the UL C champlonship tithe.

Thelr opponents 5t Catherine’s notched up an im-
priesgive 1-10-but it wasn't to be as Mallow's Leah
Hall was the toast of her club after hifting an im-
pressive 3-1 of her side's 4-1 tally,

With Linda O Donmedl finding the range siriking
five first-half polats and Niamh O°Hegan adding a
goal and a point 8t Catherine's led by the narrowest
of margins at the half-tme whistle where it was 146
o 2.2 in thelr Eavour,

Malbow stayed within touching distance in & first

|ﬁ

m Mary Newman

half where they worked hard with Leah Hall and
Shauna Ladgate and Eachel Kallohar all to the fore.

Mine minutes into the second half they had coged
in front thanks io a Leah Hall goal as Sara Barry
added & point to 5t Catherine’s tally,

Possession

It was nip and tack as both siides enjoyed equal
ssions but a Rache] Kelleher goal folkowed by a
point had Mallow 4-3 6 1.7 in frosst witls 10 mikntes
remdining,
St Catherine's" were not going to give up without a
fight and they continued te apply huge pressune

Hall hits a hat-trick for Mallow as Catherine's come up short

with Linda 0'Donnell and Sara Barry adding poinis
o they cut the defleit (o fwo points,

They battled hard to salvage the game but the
Maltow defonce held firm as they ran oul winners
with two points to spare with Shauna Ladgate Mal-
o was named Player of the Match,
Beoenrs for Mallows L Hal 31 R Kelshor 105 Ludgese 0-1
51 Catheriag's: L ODooeail (-7, N ORegan 1-1, § Bary 0-2.
MALLOW: M Crftiordan; © Oucklay, § Healy, & Connsughton; &

Tobin, & Gronin dc), K O'Brio; AWWnae, 5 Ludgate; M Wilis, L b, C
Witalsh; A Hodlaman, B Kedishat, M Clunningfum

Sube L WicDonaid i P Halekee

5t CATHERSE S © Dunnisg; G Koamey, Sfrcnn#-mci: Peoiges;
JEnglind, M bbgtalny, H Seeahan; T Condon, 5 damy o G Ceaper, L
O'Donent, L Motorick, ¥ G Ter, 5 Horman, N OFlegan.

fab; A Bolgor for K O Birien
Falanies: Car Staahan [Dougi)



Hennelly's incredible journey back from the brink

Daire Walsh

Galway's Rebecca Hennelly
will pelish this week’s historic
camogie All-5iar tour in
Madrid, Spain, more than
mist, The Ardrahan star, who
wis honoured for her defens-
ive displays last year, has
fought back from twe eruciate
ligamuent fears to bi a leading
Tght on the county slde.

“1 think I was 17 the first
time | did the crockaie | didn’t
really know anyone wivs: had
done It that time, 5o 1 didn't
roally do escoah work on i I
wend in the elub champlion-
ship the seeand time a few
viears luter. 1 knew more abosid
whitt was requined in tenms ol
the relab, 1 did a lot of work
and then came back stronger
and betfer than cver,

“It i o incredible journey.
1t mad looking kack and [
still find it hard to belicve |
have an All-Star,

“In's :utms at home In the

1u-:|b'..1n||: at it think-
ﬂ;l:ﬂi] 1] lowe A colple mon Lo
apypear,” but thr».- maln thing is

History-making camogie All Stars say hola to Madrid

Daragh O Conchdir
B Histony will bo. made lodny

whan the couniny's. [op
Etnu-;'mlrb;{mh:lm1m
ok Libory Inurance AR-Siamn

I,

Tha of tha fowr &

4 game bobaaen the 2017 and
2016 All-Sare — phas & number
of nominess — at the nds
#hﬁmm;luu 1;|un ¥ Clulb

¥, S 30pm

E:.nmﬂm refaraed by

ﬂn&n who lobk chunge
thrE-'ﬂIEII'I Adkirgland final,in
which Cork dedoatnd Filkenaoy,

you wanil & couplo  of
Adl- Ir:.-Lnnds- on the siarting
LT

Hunnnll} will b julhl‘.'d o
tho tour to the Spanksh capital
by her county team-matos
Allish O Reilly anid, Aoile

ihanks o n drumatic njun-time
by Julia Whira:

Rebels” manager Paudis
Misiray takes chargo of tha
20T
soleciion will be lad by Ann.
‘Downey, who stewnrdad Kil-

keniny &8 they onded a 22-year  C

EL“““‘"J:“ il b

[Ty 5 AR yoar,

Wl i Lo b
TOpras

Coek's Bchll‘l'nﬂ'lﬂ"'Em

ol a niew All-Stars recond wihen

wimning her 10th awaed this

1o Knlly, who retired aftar

Donohne, who wers selected
o Uhis vear's All-Star side. All
are excited by the prospect of
mixing with their nsual
rivals.

“I've been talking toa few of
the Kilkenny women agl a fow

Stars, whilo the 2016

HEI'EE'I:“}"H- b—mi:::’.;]un-

ninth i 2018, Hhmmmhmm atthin Glynn, comnuted from

e il e the US to play hils part in their

hm'l;-u-lﬂh'gmﬂ. Ashin : T’:’I' g i """"' """‘““' ﬁll-hﬁm;ﬁwﬁmﬂé
eomprising 25-minutes halves "*'"E.E BAnA

that will seo rofing subs used, Gt i o Dubd dod vaterd the camogie squad to g

Players and oficinls will alsn  Conchue (Gatway). Mansger: Pauso ;ﬂ;gup]c- of steps further in

M‘l‘ﬂ!l'ﬂm’- “'- -"’HI & -Iml, ﬂ?m squad: Emma Karan: “It was unbelievablo sxeibe-

Bila Moaguire will host a 290 MBeeny. Swsh OGonnet (WS ment. Jonathan has been

rocepticn a1 the Irish ambassy. mmﬁﬁmi':' living over in New York for the

Medrid Herps GAA Clob has m&mmm 1 last year, year-and-a-haif. It

tho peganisation  fiam Walik (Hilkenny), Orla Lotler was brilliant for the club.
of th trip. I {ns Merkae (O, Shel Whenever he comes home, the

2017 All-Starn squmd; Acifa Murny mmw e kids are just going mad

ook w:mnwi%ﬂ- Tea Hannsn (08l Kass Koty (Wen- wheur;:vpﬁf{ :-ltx y s him down

; E {Fon- ol ;

(Eark] Barems (conk, %‘* “The kids vow are all in Gal-
sy jErseys. They don't take
them off. I'd sy the hurlers
dom’t get & minute's peace, to

of my own from Galway. It's  meeting all the other girlsand  be honest. It's bringing &8

upbelicvable, You'll nover get  playing the match. 1 ml'l!M umlﬂlw bz o thee counity.

anything like this the first picked up a hirl now in a few “Adlile playersare
telp, so U'morenlly looking for-  weels, =0 I'll got going again, fairly jealows 3 WU QIOW,
ward o i6, 11" great (o get to While Galway's camogle  Hopefully, we'll up there
know the rest of the girls. I'm  season ended in a narrow  next year, and see what
really looking forward to  semifinal defeat fo eventual 5. 2 i .

champlons Cork, thedr male
coufterparts secured the
Liam MacCarthy Cup for the
firaf timein o9

The Liberty Insuranczmézmogie All-Stars Tour
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game of “will
Gemma OConnor

play. or wil
she mot'  was

undoubtedly the  biggest

On average, it takes six weeks
for a MCL injury to heal.
O'Connor was. back on
the ficld in just over three
weeks, How? She rehabled
the injury morning, noon
and night.

*The team had rules and 1
had to make the call whether
I wos going 1o be available or
not,” said O'Conmor.

oS ey adamant | thag o

I didn't have tme to rest it
*1 strapped it up and started
slowly and 1 worked every

#CamogieCnTour

#SupportHerSport

sapond day on B programme
the physio gave me,

“Between that | had my own
exerciies at home and then [
had the pool at the Mardyke

Areni. Paudie Murray, Dro

Con Murphy and Colin Lane
madesure I had everything at
my disposal and then when [
was off from wark [ was just
trying to rehab it morning,
noon and night.”

There was no major litmus
test for ONCOQNOT's Tecovery,
There was i brief run around
the outside n!' the pitch at

[HTET [ p L1 LR

the training session on the
Thursday, and & fow fitness
tests on the evening befora
the final, but she was still
very much uncertain about
whether her knee would hold.
She sald she only realised

ghe had a good possibility of  god,

plaving the night before the
final and that she played the
meajosity of the game through
a mix of fear and adrenalin.
“Playing in the backline 1
was thinking 1 don't want to

the teaemn in

fovolved in for having that
fear that something could go

WIDME-

. thtiﬁghw chest
pounding my
for the last couple of minutes
and T was thinking ‘oh my
why d.n I put myself

Legend Kelly breaks new ground on last hurrah

Daragh n:r Conchiir

Retired Wexford lepend Kate
Eelly has weleomed o final
chance to e part of history as
& member of the Inatugural
Liberty Insurance Camogie
A5t Tour b Madi.
Kelly announced her deci-
jsiom in the gpring to call EHme
on & career that yielkled four
yAll-Irelands, nine All-Stars
and a mammoth 27-316 in 88
champlonship pames.
She earned fhe st of what
.'l.ﬁs then a record-equaiiing
o All=Stars in her Tinal
pixign abd that garned o
an invitation fo participate in
he madden tour, the cenire:
phnu of which will be an

exhibition game between
the 2017 and 2016 All-Star
axlacl

“It's brilant, considering [
retived and 1 think I Just got in
by the skin of my teeth,” Kelly
sabd, 1nixghing in the sunshine
after participating in-a skills,
display far the staff of Libarty
Sepuroas that caught the atten-
Hon of bemused passers-by ot
the Pargue de Juan Carbos:

“It"s preat for payers going
forward that you got the
All-Star and there's same-
thing Hie thiz at the end of it
18 @ rivenrd, I'm absolufely
thirdiled toget on the Tiest trip.

=I think it's a hugs step for-
ward, I8 buge even for kids
looking up to their role models
poing onan All-Star trip. It's
progressive, rewarding the fop

players in the asscckation, 1t's
exceptional, 1"s just another
way to show 1°s something
waorth .'uplrlns to, 1o i an
inter-county piayer, and that
ihe rowneds are another bit
clozer (o how it iz with the
e,

“It's groat, too, o mix with
people that vou'd know only
as enemies and foes on the
flald and get awny in different
circumatances and have a bit
of craic with them, amd to play
with them and get o Know
them better, That's good, 1o
b starting lhm community
within camogie.”

The progroEs in terms of

profile, weifare and parity of
EHIEI'."TH for camogle and
wamnen's sporl Is unrecegnls-
alle since Kelky first plaved at

genlor level. There I% a
considerable journey to make
vet, but the 37-year-old is
confidont progress will con-
e,

“Hack a good whileago,
they did the Rest of Ireland
team. That kind of fell away
and then the All-Stars came
ahout and that was a huge pro-
gressive step, The tour being
added on gives mors to that
aecokade,

“You can see the hnge
strides that have been made in
the last five years — gven'in
two fo (hree Years — i overy
agpect of ladies’ games,
including the scelal media
aspect. I'd ke to think that in
five ¥ears" time, we'll have
el !IL'I],I;.’L sirides. You'll
probably have leap-frogged

what's been done in the last 50
years. Well, you'd like to think
that and that's what you nead
io 5o happeaing.
Kelly's brother John was
joint manager of the Wexford
wad that resched this year's
lpeland guarter-final and
he was quick to persunde hor
to retaln a presence around

CHIm,

“I onjoyed being back
around the girls and 'mﬂ.lm:
with them ina different
{ty, I dlidnt enjoy the fact t H
couldn't help them [on the
pitch] or do anything. The fact
that 1 broke my wrist and
thumb the week before thoy
plaved the first mateh made it
i lietle easier. If 1T had been
training, | would have been
kicking myself that T couldn't’

Kate Kelly arrives in Madrid foi
ithee AUl Stars Tous,

play. A= much as you think it

might be

s not.”

Helly will be lining out in
today's cehibition af XV Hor-
taleza Rughy Clubi5.30pm
Irish dme),

=1 might bea Hiilsmmsty, but

:'l'ﬂ renlly looking forward to
Ly

the same as plaving,



2016 All-Stars reign in Spain

016 Ali-Stars
017 All-Stars

yaragh O Conchiir
was camogie with a differ-
the XV Hortaleza
ughy Club in chilly Madrid
aat night, but entertainment
alue remained hgh for thoss
n attendance, as the 2016
A1-Stirs came oul on top In
n ald-fashioned shootoul,

The class of 2016 fired 10
oals in the 11-a-side
xhibition game with rolling
bz and would have had

are but for the agility of

aife Murray between the
wnsts, The Cork netminder
nade one spectacular full-
ength save from a penalty
aken by fellow Leesider Orla
~atter that took the breath
iway in what was the focal
point of the iraugural Liberty
insurance Camogte All-Stars
Tiour.

Cotter was one of the game’s
standont plavers with her
fistribution and point-300r-
ing. along with Chloe Morey,
Sarah Dervan, Miamh Kul-
cahy and @ ]":l"_'“':!'.. but it
was Anne Dalton that shone
brightast in a much more
advanced role than we have
Leent in recent Years,

Aann Downey might have

i uzing the opporiunity to
il the midfielder-cum-
contre-hack’s suitability up
front and, while space was
ape avillable than would be
;o inm the heart of the
wrirver, she certainly demon-
strated her acumen for find-
ing the net with regularity,

The victors led by 65 [0 44

at the break, despite Morey

10-13
7-8

hitting three goals for Paudie |

Murray's 2017 squad early on.
Miriam Walsh and Mulcahy
kept the ehoard ticking
for the 20165, though, to build
that seven-point advaniage.
The scoring rate slowed
conziderably in the second
halfl, before picking up again
in the gt 10 minutes,
Dalion, Mulcahy, Shelly
Kehon, Kelly and Rebecca
Hennelly took some fine
soores to ensure Downey's

st Chnflm capt

outfit were never in dangei of
being caught.
The current All-Stars
showed plenty of pride, but
{ Gemma O'Connar,
reduced to cheericad-
ing as she continues 0 rehab
her knee, was slgnificant.
Liberty Ingurance All-lre-
land Senior Camogie final
referes Qhwen Elliott abded the
consistent pace of the game
with his unfussy whistling.
2016 STl E Karagh [Kikenmyl. 5

ain Rebecca Quigley and her teammates celebrate with the cupafter beating

T at Castle Road. See Page & for match repart.

O Conncer (Waxiord), 8 Dorvan (Lial-
wary), Al Hannally [Salway), © Docmar
[Mafipnimyh, A Dakon (Kilenng). M Walsh
Milersreryy. O Comes {Cork)
Ofakyl. & Kehoo [Wexfoed), D Gnils
Eikrnrey, M Muicalty [Limanck), K Kely
ahdced)

20T SOUAD: & Murray [Cork), T Ky
(Gabway), L Treacy (Caik], A Danohos
[Galway), G O'Gonnar (Gerk). M
WcGrat [Clared. E O"Sulivean [Cork]. M
Fasroll {Kifipnsry), A Tnompaon [Caodk). K
Power (Kilkenny]. © Womy (Clare), A
Oty (Gahawry), A O'Connes (Cork], A
Misher [Dublirg, G Foley [Hlmnmy

Rerferes: O EBoR {Andrim]

M Morkan -

Intense action in last night's Liberty Insurance Camogie Ml-Star game between the 2016 All-5tars and this

Camogie final
Colaiste Choilm,

Ballincollig B-6
Coachford CC d-5

Fergus Jayes

Coldiste Cheoilrm upssl cham-
prons Coachiord in yesterday's
Cork Collages Sanlor A Camo.
gia firal, whon they turmed a
rine-poind delicit into a iclang
of fhie e mMangn.

Saraighit fram thie throwm im,
Coachford's Ciara McGarthy
tsund Karie O Railly wha calmily
shotied ko the ned, nocking the
BalEncolhg girs.

Hannah OFLaary responded
with @ well-iaken goal, but
Coachiord talisman Clhiona

Coachford College to claim the Cork Pest Primary

Fucture: Larry Cammins

Healy inak avar, folching 1-4 1o
no raply, and goats rom Marie
&' Rallly and Ella Faley gave tha
champéons a dominant lead,
Howewar thalr suparicdby was
shori-lved, as Ballincollg wend
goal crazy in tha last 10 minutss
of thie hall, with Maeabh Murphy,
O Leary, Dooley and a double
trom Oria McCarthy leaving
Coachiord shell-shockad going
inio the break two poinls dewn,
Colissta Chollm picked up
whera thoy loft off, with Kate
Dooley grabbing hef Sife's
gixth goal.

Haaly kept Coachlond’s heads
up wilh a veall-takan frod, only
lar Coliista Choilm's Hannah
Q'Leary and Meabh Murply to
kil th garma with thair second
goaks,

Scorers Tor Colaisie Chelim:
H Eieary (2-2). O MsCarthy, M Murphy

year's All-Stars at XV Hortaleza Rugby Club, Madrid. Left: Selfie time during & wisit to Real Madrid's Bernabeu

Stadium for Katie Power, Collette Dormer, Aoife Donohue, and Tara Kenny.

Pictures: Dan Sheridan

5 bar Coachloed: T Hoon
04 feas). M Oy (1), E
{00, T MeCaey [

I ] |'L1|-. i -'_l.

0 :
o Dinoon (64, J Sullven for H Deary
185

COACHFORD: C Teosmey, B Caotlar,
M Getter, L gon: & MAing, K
WeCarmy. M Ly J Tarard. J Beska
C Enheohan, © WoCarhy, G Haaly, J
Wailing
KO By, E Filiy
Subas fiar L Dervean [33], b Tovds
ey ot M o {Ed). © Baeradl dor
J Bk | J Comg g4
513, T Chiflard for E Felay

far G Tegemay B5T), ey od
¥ MicCarihy | Lt.'n:';,-ni-wl.#.: G Hing
|G, © M=Carthy loe J Vesling B2
Roloree: A Larkin

L G

Donnelly rescues Kilmessan

All-treland Junior Club

Camogie final
Clanmaurice (Kerry) 1-4
Kilmessan (Meath)  1-4
Daragh O Conchair
Cretiyard

A brilllant goal by Aileen
minuies into
-

replay next Suncday.
Clapmaurice were the first

capltnalis
wides, Kilmossan grew into
: m fuall-
nh Lecn leading @
wmsive effert, with
moalkeeper Alanna Maunsell
pulling off two excellent
ol 1l THETRINAAT £
y when Pairios
Driggin = oo PeEMinis 10k
aicle seven minunies. However
Dannelly hit a couple of
pinks, ineluding one with the
not, moments after being de-

aunsell and it was
t half-thme
Fhe experienced cenire-
ward brought the teams
from a free but Diggin e
2@-minuie drought 6 ike
Enripht’s outlit from a similar
ppportunity. Once more Don-
nelly replicd, this time with a
cligsy score on themun,
Anife Belan poked the sho-
tar to the Kilmessan net in the
rath mrinute, and it looked the
CIrg e, But Thynne
Tiand- el Ay andl
the clotdg di friving
home a low shot from 2.
Searess For Clanmaurics: P Diggen [
4, 2 %seal; A Bohan (10
Seprens lor Kimasare A Dearwanlly (1
&, 3 iroesd
CLAMMELURICE: A Wsmsod, T Momn
an. M Caitills, E Pyal, 5 Mupiy U
orpin, (O Cingen A Batan,
J Ftpall, J Hotgah, f

O s le T Fhyall
KILMESSAN: A M
R Haby. C OLaary,

Aadiae; © Chanban Miabwiarl




Big finish
helps the
Town win
Shield title

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman
Bishopstown -7
Brian Dillon's 2-3

THE Seandin UL5 Shicld
final saw Bishopstown
and Brian Dillon's go
head to hissed and inam ex-
chting game,

It took a strong last
quarter from Bishop-
stown to help them se-
cure the trophy after a
fine confest in which both
sides gave their all.

There were some excel-

[lent displays for both
sides and for three
guarters of the game, the
resuli was in doabi.

The sides were level on
two paints apiece Inside
10 minutes of the throw-
in, before a Sophic Porter
Foley goal edged DEllon's
in firont.

Bishopstown re-
sponded well with a Julie
Langford goal. Brian DMl-
lom's again took the lead
wiith a second goal from
Forter-Foley, ;

A Bishopsiown point,
in response, cut the lead
o iwe, bul Brian Dillon's
again found thelr range
and they stretched their
advantage io three poinis
OTNET MO,

Again though, Bishop-
stown dug deop to stay in
toweh and o goal from An-
astasio Hazselt hoad the
sides back level.

As they battled to gain
the uwpper hand, the
pressure was on and it
was Hassetli whe again
found the target top 1]
Bishopsiown into the
lead

Bishopstown were put-
ting a lot of pressure on
the Brian Dillon®s de-
fence with Charlotte Hig-
gins, Capimhe Hl:h'r.'hi'.
and Abbie Ahern all
working hard to keep the
ball moving to their in-
skde line,

Charlotte Higgins
added 1o thelr tally with
an excellent goal nnd
from there on in, they
tacked on more scores (o
help them secure the
title.

Charlotte Higgins, who
caused a lol of bother for
the Brian Dillon’s de-
fenee over the hour, was
named Player of the
Match.
Wmllcurmsmﬁm
snﬁm.am face, C
chy: E Wal. J ey, K Marning: b
o, C Miggns. M MoCanhy.
Suba: & Moran lor M MoCarthy, &
Bk b K O O TWmonk
Ao O OF Dl 3 (ol far A
Jerason, A Meaty for © Mgpins
DALAM DILLONS! © Authorlond; E
Aay. G Brady, M O'Sullvan; C Mok
cahy, A OF Ham, A O'Callnghan; R
Dpernadl, O Gebsion;, & Gasvan, C
‘Batrel T Alawoina; J Bamslt, O Beers

mhﬂiﬂnhm'rm
S & Ganvan.
[Raterpe: Ao Waish (55 Wircord's).

39
2-8

Glen Rovers
Blackrock

SEAMNDUN H-EEII: the best till last with
their Ul5 A championship fimal be-
tween Glen Bovers and Blackrock pro-
discing a concker of a confest,

The ciiy's division completed their
last competition for 2017 at the Col-
leges Grounds, Castle Road and it
really as g thriller, All through both
shibes gave it everything and the deter-
muimation from both teams was superh
in a game that hard everything:

Elackrock hit the front with an eary
pointed free, Glen Rovers replied with
Tara Me MeCarthy fnding the range
batt the Rockles in t with a
Sadhbh MeCarthy ganl. The response

Fr O'Neill’s

Glen Rovers, the U15 A Seandin championship winners.

The Glen show
their class in win

= Mary Newman

was immediate with Ella Buckiey con-
fidently plucking a long delivery from
the nirand blasted the ball to te net to
leve] mniters.

Blackrock then pointed a free bofore
an Anpe Golden goal put them four
palats clear and they made It five a8
they began to gain o grip.

“T'nra Mc McCarthy pointed a free
but again Blackeock responded with a
poaint fo hold ofito their five-point lead,
With five minutes to the break, Glen
Rovers burst into Life and two goals in
o mimite saw then tuen the game in
theedr favour,

4-5

Ballinora

CAMOGIE

Caitlin Brosnan cut the deficit to two
points before Ella Buckley finished to
the net (o edpe oy side into a ope-podnt
boad and with Tara Mc McCarthy ad-
ding a point they léd by two 3-3 to 24 At
the interval.

From the restart, Glen Rovers set
aboul increasing their led and with
Emma Akinouli and Tara MeCarthy
and prominent around the middle they
engred 3 steady supply to their inside
Hinae,

McCarthy added two points to their
tally but Blackrock hit back with Anme
Golden; Lia Guerin and Sadhbh
MeCarthy working hard they hit three
points in a row to cut the deflcit to one.

Glen Rovers responded with thres
points in a row Tara McCarthy, Ella
Buckley and Carol Halpin Hurley on

target. With & poal between the sides,
Blackrock pressed to got on parity bt
strong defending kept them at bay.
Ella Buckley a the Insurance
paint to see her skie over the line after
il 811 enconter where Glen Rovers
full-back Lisa O'Riocdan was named
PFlayer of the Match following a tre-
mendors display in defence,
GLEN ROVERS: J Conway: | OMears, L O'Rar-
dan, & Mewmas, L Egan, E O Msam. A OFtalorin;
T McCarmy, B Akinkuok; N Howoy-Smik, K 075ul.
Eiam fc, C Hapin-Hurey: M Marsn, E Buckley, T
RS ILE.
Subic O Lenron kor W Howey-Smith, 5 Moshan lor
2 Leenin
BLACKAGEK: H O'Cornal: A M Sullsabhain, E

Goals prove to be the difference for Fr O'Neill's

thiey mutintained their bead o take the title,
Fr O°Neill’s Cledagh Finn. who had a great louar

2-6

# MARY NEWMAN

Fit O'Meill's captiired the SE Systems Minor C 13-a-
sitho |:|'|..1mph1'r|sl.‘1![r title with a seven-paint victory
over Ballinora In Casile Road last weekend.

Leading at the break by five poeints they maln-
tained their momeniam to run ol winners and thke
F\hu 1I|11r.- i o pood contest where both sides worked

aril;

Two first-half goals from Jenny O Sullivan ancd
Clodagh Finn helped Fr O MNeill’s By the foundation
for viciary.

And with the hard-working Clodagh Finn with
three Arst-half points and Aoife Hipgins amd Hannah
Belton adding oo wch they st the pace of the gamae,

Ballimora had points from Hate 0"3hea (2) and
Cliona Doobey whilst Jano MoAuliffe wis on target
with n frst-half gonl ensured they stayed in conten-
tion and at the hall-time whistle It was 2-6 to 1-3 in Fr
O'Neill’s favour. ]

Balllnora applied pressuce In the second Clionn
Daaley added & point and with Kate 0°Shea on target
twice they kopt pace with Fr.OfNeills :

Kavla 'Hinrﬁn ensured Fr O Nelll's maintained
thedir lead as she added to thedr tally with two second-
half geal,

I.:-u%mto Hate Doabey grabbing a Ballinora goal, Fr
O°'Netll’s saw it through to the foll-time whistbe a3

noiching up -3 of her side's total, was named as
Player af the Match.

Soevnm for FrO'Heldls: K CrAkndsn 20, Ciodagh Fins 1-3. .0 05Uk
tvan 10, A H: Briton: - Toact
un&-;utb:crsnunqm{-.mumw.dm 1-0each. G Doc-
by

FR OMEILLS: C Lo b Caeale, b Cowreg, K O Dheyei; D Coeco-
L A Bl Arbggns. N Coming. K ORicraan, A Dason, G Fon; H
Balian, J O 5ulsan

Bustsa: KA Leahy b K O'Dwese. O 0Keaflo kor H Balion. L Keogan e J
O Sulisan.

D 2l Mirphy, 1 3 bk 6 Oiseet: B
Wm%m:%ﬁuﬂm mﬂ-m K Orshea, %
Dockey: C Wic Abhard, 0 Dodlay.

Bubec M Maryer for ) Mofufis A Cabary Sor 0 e Abhsing, J Wil
o fod WA Crman:
Al Machas! CTMBRoNY (5B TEmokagiu].



Camogie

'HE Rearden's All-Star will feature
 camogie selection for the first time
t tomorrow night's awards in the
enie on Washington Street from

T,

The 207 team is primacily made

ip of the four semi-finalists and fi-
yalists with Inniscarra; Glen Rovers,
dilford and St Catherine's making
ip 12 of the 15 positions. The other
hree go to Ballingollig, Douglas and
ourcey Rovers.
.  Denise Luby (Glen
tovers): Glen Rovers reached both
hie lengue and championship Anals,
enise was conzlstent between the
wsts throwghout. Cool under press-
ire, & great hand and gtmnf puck-
its, Denise reads games well.

In only her second séazon in goal,

he was instrumental in Gleén Rovers
paching both finals. Had a very good
IR0,
2, Leah Weste (Ballincolligh: A
plid defender for Ballingollig's sen-
or team for several seagons. Qut in
ront and first toevery ball against St
“inbare's in their opening round, she
pave a slar performanca,

Désplte losing to Milford in the
juarter-final, Leah defended in-
ensely and drove her team forward
15 they took the game to Milford in
:!;1! gecond half. Showed great leader-
e
. Helly Falvey (Glen Bovers):
Flaving at finll-back for the first time
his sexson, Kelly was given the tash
of marking opponents’ key players in
many championship games.

Showing maturity and a calmness
pnder prossitre, she denbed star for-
wards many scopes with sirong per-
zlatent play.

4. Elaine O0'Riordan (Milford): A
cansistent superh defender for hib-
Fored. Always attacking, never shying
from the tongh tackle, always
driving her team forward.
5. Ashling Thompson (Milford):
Had a great season. Started most
ane—.s at midffeld. but defended bril-
fantly when Milferd were under
pressure and attacked with force
when in possession.,

Showing great spirlt and Jeader-
ship, she stocd out in every gama she
playml,

i. Rena Buckley (Inniscarra):
Coolness personificd, a great reader
of the game, the leader of & solld In-
niscarra defence. Used her expaeri-
snce to huge effect and was outstand-
img i a fough schedule for the coun-
ity champons.
7. Anife Kavanagh (Inniscarra):
Lining out alongside Rena Buekley,
Aoife grew stronger as the cham-
tonship progressed. Had a tremen-
QLS SEAE0T,

Very strong under the high batl,
winning most of those aerial baitles,
with a work mabe, Aoife wis one
of Innisearra’s best defondors
throughout the championship and a
mmmn why they are champions

.
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senior league final and throughout
that campalpn Jasinta was excallent
at midfield, possessing a great work
ethic and as a superh free taker.

She carried thoze performancads
theough to the chnmpionship. A solid
SEAS0T.

9. Alleen Shechan (Inniscarma): A
player whoe was consistently out-
ctanding arannd the middle of the

b 2Pt LR

=" TR

- — l_ 4 - o5 X §
Ballincollig's Leah Weste gets her pass away in senior championship clash with Imokilly at Castle Road.

Her lnk play, work rate, defending
and forwand runs were very impres-
give. Her poal with teo minutes to go
in the semi-final saw Innlscarra win
by a solitary point and go on to win
the championship,

10. Eatring Mackey {Douglash:
Another outstanding vear for one of
Cork's star ferwards. Her perform-
gnces for Douglas were top class

dies deserve their
place at awards gala

|
Pictuee: Eddie OHare

il semd-Tinal,

Scoring 12 points of a fotal of 14 in
the deaan quarter-final and striking
pine from 14 in the replay, some of
thi palnts wene top cliss, making Ka-
frina an antomatic chafes,

11. Orla Cotter (St Catherine’s):
Ineredible performances sl through
for St Catherine's once agaln. A
pliver win consistently llh:tlk'?l's top-
" a4 5 ol T ™ "

e e sk o PRaalle e Tam g e e

Picture; Jim Cowghlan

miles, defending. attacking, lnking
with teammites, showing great posi
tlonal sense Orla was a standou
clhicboa,

12. Finola Neville (5t Cather
ine's): Soored a goal o put the gams
beyond Glen Rovers in the cham
phons opening rownd, Covering mile:
aull throtsh, moads great Fons and B
off some preat passes [or team-meabes
1o soore. Was Catherine’s best playe:
im thelr semi-final defeat to Gles
Rovers whopo sho worked her sock
off

1%, Joanne Casey (Inniscarral
What a club player! Has groa
strongih, speed ami wrist work. Ex
tremely dangerous every thme she’
In possession. Always guaraniecd
blg return,

A superh free taker. Player of th
match n the eounty inal, with a con
iribution of 2-7, 23 frem play.

14, Emma Murphy (Glen Rovers]
Just 16 vears of age the day Gla
Bovers booked thelr place in thefins
this year. What a player for the fu
fure. !

Scored in every championshi
pame, with 1-2 in the final, Led th
way up front, not afraid to take re
sponsibility, Gathers possesslor
turns and Iooks 1o score cvery thm
15. Maria Witson (Milford): Neve
fintls to deliver and this sesison wWias m
pxcoption despite the disappoin
ment of losing to Innlscarra bl
porimt in the semi-nal,

Seored 4-7 from four championshi
o Wt snmie spectacular goal



D f
champlonship. B2

All-Inetand champions Cork haroa been
draram with dafaaind seme-bnadsls
Dubkn, Wardond and Tippamey in iho

g singes of Camages's 2098 Son-

o Champianship.
Dafestod 200 T Enalsts BilkEsnny Binsa
b pasrnd in Geoup 1 with Shi olhes
Baaten semi-linalis), Galway, plus
Musedor frio Clane, Limshck anl
Wisnriard.
Tha Inbesmisdiabe Chamgpionship
seos deloabed 201 7 Al-beland finadsis
ok dmwen i Group 1 along with Gar-
ko, Darny: Down, Laces ard Wis-
ford. Oroup 2 soas neraly promoted
Wostmeath dieran in & group which
alen conlmng Andnm, Haicane, Kaken-
vy, Gealway and Tinporany
Thi Grst round of fodunes in the Sanior
will Lakon piace on the

waokond of June 9-10.
Campgle Senice Champlanship,
Group 1: Clare, Galwary, Kilienry,
Limesick, Wateriord, Group 2: Coek,
E;-g‘m' Maath, Cifialy, Tippamry, W
Intermodiate Championship, Group
1= Carlow, Coek, Danny. Down, Laoks,
Wt Group 25 Ankrim, KEdar, -
ke, , Tippesrary, Westmeiif.
Group 1 Claet, ke

r 1 o, KRy, el
. Greiap 2

N i

.f'. :
FOURMIDABLE: Michagl O'Sullivan, general manager, Rearden’s back left and Paul Montgo

‘Player of the Year awards 1o, from left: Brian Lawton, Imekilly (husting); Orfa Fimn, Kinsale (f
‘Luke Connelly, Nemo Rangers (football). See PSOV51 for more.

Lauren honoured

for sporting skills

m John Tarrant

VERSATILE Lauren Homan revesls o
crop of cxcifing sport talent ks coming
throtgh the ranks and rewardod after
a sfunning season helped Cork regain
the All Ireland Senfor Camogle tithe,

Ball winning and pace are vital
traits to the voung St Vincents player’s
game and a real menace for opposition
defendors to dispossess her ohoe she
mels on the ball. Time and again, the
creative play of Homan has helped
grab key scores for her club and Cork
minor ieams that uldmately gained a
call up to inter county senios duty that
ultimately returned of the O'Duffy Cup
ti Lisirshile.

Her commitment and skills acrass a
pange of sports merits Lauren the
meomithly City and County Youth Sporis
yar Award ot a function in the Metro.
pabe Hotel, Cork, Lauren earmed selec-
thon for the Cork Senior panel in the
summet following eyecatching por-
formances in the mines grade for both
Cork and her club 5t Vincents.

“To come on during the closing 16
minutes in the All Ireland against Kil-
keniny wis & hnge expertence, inde-
seribalbile; the feeling of winning nn All
Ireland senbor medal in my first year
was truly amazing. Compared to
minar level, the senjor training is
mitch more {ntonsive and 1 was also
preparing for my Leaving Certificate
and it proved a hectic season,” she
said, “The St Vincents camogie club
are fantastic, offering terrific encoar-
HELLT (D ]

The skilful Homan is a keen sports
woman, her soccer talents surfaced it
Lakewosd AFC, prior io signing for
Cork Cliy Women's FC as she co cap-
tained a side to win the Ul6 Gaynoer
Cup. During her minor camogie in-
volvement with Cork. Homan was also
a member of the Ireland U17 Soccor
Saquwad who travelled to Turkey and
help her country reach the European
Elite Phase.

“Ti= diffteult at times to play twa
games bt 1 love camogie, probaily my
favourite sport, ["ve put camogic
number one since the summer, Pausdie
hurray is a brilliant manager, abso-
Iutely trusts the invalvement of young
players on giving us the opporiunity 1o

pnhanee our careers on o call up to the

senlor el,” said the Business and
Marketing student at Colilste Stiofiin

b

Maofa.

“Currently, the soccer is held up
owing to the camogie commiiments,
hopefully, we can get back to Croke
Park with the Cork senbors in 2018 hatt
it whll demand a lot of hard work fo re-
takn the tithe,” said Lauren.

Deputy Lard Mayor Clr. John Shee-
han and Deputy County Mayor Cllr.
Anthony Barry extended congratu-
Iations to Homan on her achievement
and acknowledged with the City and
County Youth Sports Star Award orga-
nised in association with John Buck-
ley Sports. Metropole Hotel Manager
Roger Russell commended the role
plaved by the young star on retaining
the All Ireland tile.

"W ‘r-::lellihled to be invalved and
acknowledge the best talent within the
county. Well done to Lauren and her
Cork colleagues on claiming All Ire-
land honours, ™ e sabd,

Sponsor John Buckley commended
Lauren on her dedication and work-
rate that yielded ultimate honours,

“The gwands are a fantastle oppor-
tunity to recognise the talents of
Cork's young sporting stars and
thanks are extended to all involved for
recognieing the talents such as Lauren
Homan,™ he =akd, i

Lo

Cork Camagie All Ireland winner Lauren Homan, St Vincent's, receives
sall, General Manager, Metrepele Hotel. Incuded is sponsor John
Clir Anthony Barry; Mary McSweeney, chalrperson, Cork Camegie

mﬁﬁﬂlh‘lﬂ Rearden’s presenting the Overall
1); Aideen Sheehan, mm:mﬂ:
Ficture; Brian

and County Youth Sperts Star Award.

Buckley; Deputy Lord Mayo

Cork Camagie AH freland winner Lauren Homan from St.

the Cork City and County Youth Sparts Star Award from Reger Rus-
¢ Clir John Sheehan; Deputy County Mayor,
and theila Golden, Vice Chairperson Cork Camogie. Picture: John Tarant

Vincents receives the Cork ity
Pictare: lobn Tamam

Donnelly

Daragh O Conchadir

Kilmessan wers crow med
AIB All-Iretand Junior Club
Camoele champions for the
gecand tme after a sirong
gecond-half performance
against a resolute Clan-
maurbee in yesterday's re-
play in Silvermines (0-9 to 0-
Bl

Aileen Donnelly was the
gtar of the show striking
some excellent points rom
placed balls and showing
good leadercship, but eru-
chally, Kilmessan had a
supporting cast of playoers
ke Kate Wi Choiledin,
h{ﬂiﬂn Mi Chollediin, Masve

0 and MNadine Doyvie
ﬁ% the iarget from

Tl':nl wid @ luxuary Clan-

star of the
show for Kilmessan

maurice did o
possess as they were ance
mors overly reliant on
Pairice Diggin,

Bcorars bor Kilmesaan: A Donnedy
0-5 {alf fraga); K B Chosdedin. B
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Glen girls end season on &
winning note as Lisa shines

ONE of Cork's most historic GAA clubs is
celebrating success on the pitch.

Glen Rovers vmdor 15 ca riis brought
the season to a winning conc . winning
the Seandun Championship against Blackrock.

Played al Blackrock College n Castle Road,
both sides served upa theiliing game where the
Glen Rovers glris came from five peints ﬂa;n
re Ina

ers de-

to take the title with four points to
game where overybody shane, Glen
fender Liza O'Riordan was avwarded Playver Of
The Match following a tremendous display in
the fullback position.
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Carithy a [ urley all on A
G]ml:mﬂ:-mgirla noiched ap an impressive 3-8
b ruhn ot vdnur;ufy rnd hﬁ:;l;;dlilgiﬂgllgt lﬁllﬂ
trophy accept captaln & ulli-
van an behalf of her team.

The club caters for girls from age four Ui-lr
wards fo senior and the hard work belng pot in
at all levels saw them contest the senbor county
final for the first time in over twenty Sears,
Whhilst they bosd ont to champlons Inniscarea in
am excellent final the future is bright for Corks
oldest comogle cliub who carry on the huge
tradition of Glen Rovers with pride.

The Christmas break 15 coming up shortly

-
Y

the club will be back on the playing fields at the
ol of January. L

Meanwhile, the Glen Communily Chrisimas
Tree Of Light and Remembrance event will
take place on Friday, December 8 at Tpm.

Locals can congregate atdhe tree In St Bren-
dan's Church Groumids for the switching on of
the Lights by the Lord Mayor of Corg.

Carol singing by the local school children
will provide entertainment and there might be
a_lailﬂ'pt‘ae vizlt froem & man in a red sult on the
night.

For more information contact Ann Long at
Cork Cliy Partnership’s Glen Dutreach Office
om 021 4550043

Glen Rovers player Lisa O'Riordan is presented with the Player Of The Matchin the Seandun Under 15 final by chairman Dennacha Eroderick after ber side’s recent ie-

tory against Blackrodk,

Cork club talent
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The Camogie Team of the Year - included in photo are Paul Montgomery (Reardens); Paudie Murray, Cork senior camogie manager and Michael 0'Sullivan (Reardens].
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& CAMOGIE MATTERS

By Jennifer O'Leary

LASTING LEGACY | Camogie Associa

ation President Catherine Neary's term comes to a conclusion next April

First All-Stars tour shows the
world how special camogieis

Historic tour to Madrid puts camogle on the world stage and helps grow the game

WHEN the result of the inau-
gural Liberty Insurance Cama-
gie All-Stars exhibition manch
filtered through last Thursday,
it was no surprise to hear that
Cork gealkeeper Aoife Murray
shone between the posts, even
though she finished on the los-
ing team., and it was no shock
gither that those watching on
a1 the XV Hortaleza Rughy Club
in chilly Madrid were delighted
with what they saw.

There was skill, passion, lots
of scores = the 2006 All-Srars
team beat the 2017 All-Stars by
10-13 wo 7-8 - and the historic
first Camogie All-5tars has been
i MASEIVE SUCTERs.

When you consider how spe-
cial camogie is, that was never
in doubr.

This tour symbotises anoth-
er step forward for women in
sport but a giant leap for the
game of camogie. Ic rewards
the All-Stars who are spreading
the word by their heroics on the
pitch throughout the year and
it’s promoting the gome and
showcasing the talent of camo-
gie players to a new audience,
It's win-win,

“It was something everybody
would have been aware of fora
number of years that we wanted
it i a8 an organsation,” Camoe-
gie Association President Cath-
ering Neary reflected, her term
coming to an end next April,

‘Certainly from my point of
view, it's all about the game and
if it's all alout the game it's all
about the players as well. Soit's
another step up that ladder to
show we have a fantastic pame
and players that put so much of
their life into our game, This is
another small veay o ackmowl-
edge that.

Tt's important oo get it done
and that we continue on and
learn from iitas it goes on. There
i3 no downside 1o something
like this. It's about bringing the
game out there, not hiding it

Catherine’s right, there is no
downside to this. It's another
step along the road for our
Spot.

The 2006 and 2017 All-Star
selections, 28 in total from eight
different counties, jetted offlast

‘Wednesday week to-Madrid,
all sharing & commaon goal: to
promote the game of camogie

abroad. In the lead-up w this
tour, players past and pre-
sent backed this initiative and
praised the forward-thinking
of the Camogie Association, in
conjunction with Liberty Insur-
ance Ireland, who joined fopees
to ensure this idea could be re-
alised,

Praise must be given o Lib-
érty Insurance Ireland who
have been a great support o
camogie and ladies foothall
teams during the past few years
and the various initiatives such
as ‘squad " have raised the
bar in highhghting the skills and
competencies of clubs around
the country in camogice.

On arriving to the Spanish
capital the All-Sear squads vis-
ited a number of local tourist
antractions such as the home
of Real Madrid, the Bernabeu.
While sitting in the team seats
arthe stadium I'm sure the girls
felx like the superstars they are,
soaking in the sun and visualis-
inz what it's like to play in fromt
of a crowd of 81,000 people.
They also visited the Irish Em-
bassy abroad as well as the Lib-
erty Insurance offices in Madrid
{Liberty Seguros) where the
gamie of camogie was presented
to the staff working within its
wills,

The highlight of the tour
for 2006 and 2017 All-Star
Crla Coner was the exhibition
game where all 29 players dis-
plaved the skills of the game in
a S0-minute match in the XV
Hortaleza Rughy Club,

‘The game was very enjoy-
able, playing and linking up
with girls you're usually fight-
ing against on the pitch. We had
a fanrastic welcome and ime
there. Playing camogie abroad
and getting the chance to play
and promote the game out here
is not something vou do pet o
do toa aften,' Orla said.

This trip also allowed the
inter-county players to interact
with locals, showing them the
skills of the game in the form of
an ad-hoc coaching session in
Juan Carlos | Park. Exch player
broke down varbous basic skills
of the game and demonstrated
alongside the eager partici-
jrhiiES

We can sometimes forget
how skilful and technical camo-

‘There is no downside to something like

the All-Stars Tour. It's about

the

game out there, not hiding it' — Camogie
Association President Catherine Neary

gie is. Bazic skills such as the
Jjab pick or solo come naturally
to those who have been playing
from a young age. Here locals
were fascinated by the rech-
rbque imviodved and enjoyed the
task of trying out something
new and exciting.

Camogie a5 a game in Madrid
is still just at the thinking phase,
The alm s 1o stant 3 club s0o0n
and compete in Com-
peritions. Madrid GAC has over
150 members who provide op-
portunkties w play both Gaclic
football for men and women
and hurling. Founded in 2003
the member baze has grown
and includes players from
Spain, Ireland and beyond. The

hope is to start camogie in the
Spanish capital and I'm sure
this fantastic promation of the
game will kick-start this process
and capture the imagination of
many people.

This can only be the start
of an exciting venture for the
Camogie Association.

Having played with the Cen-
tral Coast Camogie team in
Sydney Australia, I have expe-
rienced how im ank it i to
have that vital link and sense
of identity through the help of
Gaelic games. It's an integral
part of our culture but can also
play a vital part in other peo-
phe’s lives that aren’t inherenily
Irish.

The m All-5tars visit to The Bmuheu.hnw fReal
Mmrm Liberty Camogle paid a to Sarltiagu o Hall;h'tl,l:h.ltn

[Photos: Dan Sheridan Anphc

in the spotfight: The 2016 All-Stars team, managedb ':ﬂﬂi
Paudie Murray, wanm up ahead of the game against

All-Stars at Estadio Central, Universidad Enn‘:pl.rtmhla—
drid.

The game should be for all
and what better ambassadors
of the game but the players
themselves who showease skill,
passion and determination to
reach the heights in their own
game. With continued efforts

between sponsorship pariner:
players and the Camogie As
sociation iteell, there can be
significant growth in camogi
in future years.

We arconly just at the begis
Ting.



Niamh puts injury nightmare
behind her to shine for Rebels

GER McCARTHY chats to latest Musk&n'y GAA award winner Nlarnh McCarthy

NIANMH McCarthy put five tor-
rid years of injuries behind her
torbecame a codenty winmer with
her club Inniscarma and xn All-
Ireland camogie champion with
Cork.

The latest recipient of 2 Mus-
kerry GAA award, McCarthy
recovered from multiple crwci-
ate ligament injurics 1o make a
name for herself with both club
amd eounty.

MeCarthy's story i3 all the
mere remarkable considering
shie was just 14 when her injury
issues began yet by the time she
reached 21, two sendor county
club and an AlkIreland senior
Camogie medals were tucked
away in her back pocker.

1 was 14 when my first bad
eruckate injury in my right knee
oecurred and it teok & year 10
come back from that,” McCa-
rehy recalled.

‘In my first game back, my
beg gpave away again, it was the
same knee, [ went in for an MR
and it apparently showed that
my cruciate was torn and 1 had
to wait four months for an op-
eration. When 1 went in for it
the surgeon said it wasn't 1m
aned that there was actually no
need to repair it

‘So, T fele I had wasted the
whole of that seasen thinking it
was tormn when it wasn't. Then |
came back again and my ather
knee went, It was a lot ro deal
with over such a long period
of time,”

Recovering from a five-vear
period of cruciate injurics
would be a monumental task for
an experienced senior player.
The fact Niamh McCarthy was
14 when her injury woes began
minkes her eomeback and sub-
sequent emergence onto an All-
Ircland winning camgoie team
all the more aztonishing.

‘I hadd huge support at home
and everything I ever necded
was done for me,’ recalled Me-
Carthy.

‘Rehab wise, that was tough.
It was something I had to do on
my own though as noe one clse
was going 1o go to the gym and
rehab my knees for me. 1 sup-
pose, it was tougher mentally
on me at that stage because 1
head tosit there and watch other
girls play. All you want 1o do at
that oge is play. 1 was still very
young to be unable w play, 1
mean [ was 14,

“Young peopie at that age are
still only picking up sports for
the first time and not being ina
position like I was, not knowing
if | would ever play again.*

Stepping back out onto a
pitch Iﬂ mu after five
Years P, trepi-
dation, zetbacks, rehab and,
undmndlhl; maments of

and loneliness

WIS A X -

recognition: Elleen

inrecognition of her displays with
andbrother, Bran

‘| nearly had to be forced out on to the pitch
because | was very hesitant to play a full game
from the start' - Niamh McCarthy

tremely difficult moment for
the young Inmiscarra player.

Admirably, McCarthy

doesn't make excuseés about
that difficule time. She was
afraid. Who could blame her?
In the end, she had o be pushed
back on to the pitch for UCC
before realising she could play
again with fear of injury crip-
pling a sporting career that had
yet to begin,
‘I nearly had 1o be forced our
on to the pitch because [ was
very hesitant to play a full game
from the start,” admitted the
Inniscarra and Cork star,

‘In my head, I wasn't going
back playing. It was my Mam
whio said you can do this and
you can play again. I was go-
ing into sixth year when | had
my final cruciate operation and
also embarking on my Leaving
Cert so had precty much ruled
out ever playing again.

“It was only in my first vear in
college with UICC thar 1 played
my first proper game of camo-
gie after all the imjunes.

‘Obviowsly, it was fantastic
for me to come throwgh a whole
GO minutes having been geiting
minutes heré and there for a
while leading up 1o the game,

I wasn't ever confident
enough to sart a full game un-

il 1 had built up ten nunurcs,
20 minutes and 30 minute-
appearnnces. [t was a massive
boost to my confidence when 1
finally got that full game wder
my belr”

Thankfully, there is a happy
ending 1o McCarthy's story af-
ter 50 many years of enduring
injuries, surgeries and hospi-
tal visits, The Z-vear-old third
vear Pharmacy UCC soudent
bounced back in stybe, winning
back-to-back county tithes with
her Inniscarra club before play-
ing a huge role in Cork’s 2017
All-Ireland Camogic final suc-
CERE.

‘This year, Inniscarra won
the county senbor titde for the
second year in a row and only
the: third time in our club’s his-
tory, McCarthy stated.

‘There was controversy over
how wewon it because we were
forced to play four games in
eight days which was a lot 1o
take, We played a quarter-final
ona Saturday, the semi-final on
a Wednesday, the final on the
Samrday and a Munster semi-
final the day after, on a Sunday!

‘To be honest, we were de-
lighted 1o win the first county,
overcoming Milford in the
semi-final, a team we stopped
doing five-in-a-row which was

the Muskerry GAAS Auld Triangle Sports Award for October to Miamh
wmmmmﬂmmwm
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vy In action for Cork this season.

husge for us. Then, toceme back
and win the titke for a second
time this past year showed we
were no flash in the pan.’

MeCarthy's efforts alongside
Rena Buckley and her other
Inmiscarra teammates did not
g0 unnoticed. An unexpected
phone call from Cork camogie
manager Paudie Murray saw
the Inniscarra player receive
her first ever call-up 10 an inter-
coungy sdquad,

*H01T was my frst year on the
Cork camogie senior panel, any
Cork panel, having oaly played
my first season as o club player
the year before,” McCarthy ad-
mitned,

Igﬂllph:m:uﬂfrmn Papd-
iz (Murray) last December won-
dering if I would consider trying
aut for the Cork panel. 1 made
enough of an impression in the
league to keep my place on the

team and got game tme in the
championship after thar,

"My feeling at the final whistle
after beating Kilkenny in Croke
Park was utter reliel more than
anything else, It was unbeliev-
able to win i, espectally with o
last-minute point, but having
my family there, after every-
thing 1 had been through, was
extra special.’

Few camogie plavers have
had to endure the mjuries In-
niscarra’s Niamh MeCarthy
went through from the age of
1410 19. To come back from that
and make the impact she has at
bath club and inter-county level
singles McCarthy out as one of
the toughest, bravest and most
tabented incividuals to have rep-
resented her coundy i recent

Hopefully, 3 bright and inju-
ry-free future 3



Aileen vital t
the success
of Inniscarra

@ John O'Shea

AILEEM SHEEHAN showchsed how
vital she was {0 [nniscarra back an
what was a very memorable day for
the club at the end of October.

As Inniscarra secured back to
back Cork Senior Camogie Cham-
pinnle.hi ti;l;i.{ Sheahan :[n?_ist car-
tainly play &r part to inflaence
pmﬁnﬂﬁs with an efficient dizplay
ir the middle of the

The Mid Cork side showed the
strong character that they were
muikde: of this year.

That was n clear evidence in the
final victory over Glen Fovers, as In-
niscarra showed the grit todig in and
drive on during a number of occa-
sions when the city skde were putting
it right up to them.

For the secomd of Joanne Casey's
crucial early goals on that final day,
Sheshan was the architect for the
meove 4% she played a very good ball
into her path to set the attacker

AWAY.

Sheehan proved during this 2017
championship suctess for Inniscarra
that she {5 a reliable opérator, a
player that knows how te dig in for
thie cause and is a playver that thrives
out of performing on the big ocea-
sions. She guite simply had & re-
markable year and a remarkabli per-
formance in the Cork Camogie final.

Shedhan was consistently out-

standing around the middle of the
fledd for Inniscarra. .

Her goal with two minutes to go in
the semi-final against Mikford saw
Inniscaryas win by a single point and
of course we all know what they went
on to do after that

Therefore it was litthe surprise that
Sheehan was awarded the Reardens
Club All Stars Camogie player of the
year award.

Gliving me her thoughis on what
was has a pretty good Yoear gone
by for Innkscarra, Sheehan said.

“It wos a very good year for Innisc-
arra overall

“It started off a bit slowly and we
Iost to Sars in the first round.

“Hil that was the wake up call we
needed.

"“Wa got back to the grindatone
anee the Cork plavers came back to
us and we wera able to drive on info
thi latter stages of the County Cham-
pionships.™

There is a great togetherness about
ihis Inniscarra group of players.

That was in clear evidence in the
final victory aver the Glen, as witiii-
pver they did not have the ball they
workod tiralessly to win it back,

When Inniscarra were in pos-
sossion of the ball there was always
in option for someone o pass 10.

Inniscarea were determined to
show that thelr 2006 title was not a
flash in the pan and they most cer-

manager.

tainly proved it was not with what
was a terrific-di v and win their
second county championship in a

Ty,

The lead up to the final was quite
}-.m:ju: for Inniscarra to say the very

enst,

They had to play thelr quarter
final replay against Douglas, their
gemil final against Milford ancd Lastly
the final against the Glen all in jost
the space of one week.

Sheehan descrlbed how in particu-
lar the Milford semi final success
waz masshve for the morale inside the
Camp,

“We are & very tight team.

“After playing those three games
in the space of 4 weak there was a lot

&

ir
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of effort put in and our character
really came through in the end, when
'.:.:TJ_};EI; kept on going until there was
mn: ng keflt.

“Last wvear in the final In CIT the
oceasion really built the adrenaline
and we just about got over Milford in
what was an unbelicvable match,

“We were lucky at times In that
game to get & couple of godals,

“To o out this year on that Wid-
nesday night in Mallow against Mil-
ford, we knew what we were doing.

“$We had a good plan against Mil-
ford,

“They are a fantastic side but our
workeate in the end renlly just won
olit.

*“That victory was fantastit for the

From left: Paul Montgomery, Reardens; Alleen Sheehan, Inniscarra, Camogie Player of the Year winner; Keith 0'Sullivan, Heineken Ireland, and Paudie Mutray, Cork Camogie

confldence and morale in the group
and we were able to drive on for the
final against the Glen knowing they
we were a really pood team.”

Although this Inniscarra Sida hive
showeasad time and again thiey have
character in abundance, it was really
a bit on the harsh side for them to
have to play a Munster Champlen-
ship game the following day after
winning the Coanty title.

“Although it was fantastic to win
the County, it was dizsappointing that
we had to p]aF'.: the Munster cham-
pianship mateh thse follewing day,

“IN was unfortunate the way the
fixeures Fell that it didn't allow us to
go Munster and to goon and play
wezll in the All Ireland.

@@Although it was fantastic to win the County, it was
disappointing that we had to play the Munster championship
match the following day

e u
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Pictare: Brian Lougheed

=A% a team we would really like the
chanoe (o be able to get back to Croke
Park, to gei back to where we all
woutld love to play in the All Iretand
zeries,” added Sheechan

Although there ame some Yery ex-
perienced campaigners, such as
Eena Buchbey in the side, this Inmnisc-
arra outfit are guite a young slde on
th whaole,

Looking ahead to what the club
might potentially go onbo achiove
pext year and beyvond, Sheehan
added:

“With some of the minor players
coming through and & Jarges bulk of
the squad around our mid fwenties,
wi have a great panel.

“If we can keep up the great work
we're doing and also got the Axiures
situation by the board sorted out, |
definitely think there i3 an All Ire-
tand within this group in Jnﬂnhu:ar-
Ia.

For now Sheehan and Inniscarra
ean roflect with pride on what has
beun another Inmensely satisfctory
vy for the club,



offer vita
support to
players

CAMOGIE
B Mary Mewman

THE announcement tlsat the
government grants intro-
dinced last year for inter-coun-
ty camogie and ladies” foatball
squadds will continue this year
is hupely welcomed,

The scheme provides finan-
cial support for medbeal cover
and infury prevention, player
and team porformance and
training facilithes. Workshops
an how (o wply for the granis
will bo held in Limerick, En:
niskiklen, and Dublin

The eriteria for the grant
applications are that they be
agrend upon by players, man-
agement, ahd county board of-
ficials and represeniatives
from each are required tobein
attendance for their squad o
b eligible for funding in the
year ahead.

The scheme §s jointly ad-
ministered by the Chunogie As-
sociation, Ladies’ Gaslic Foot-
oall Association, and the
WGP, and is supported by
Sport Irelamd and the Depart-
mamni of Sport.

The workshops will cover
informiation on the spending
areas covercsd by the grants,
sthe application forms, the
dacumenting of expenditure;
the reclaiming of funds and
the necessary communi-
cations. There willalso b dis-
cizions with representatives

other counties.

2017 was the Merst ime inter-
COUMtY grants were savwardoec
antd they were weleomied as
means of supporting county
teams amdl recognising female
players as elite athletes and
acknowledging their con-
tribaition to Irish spori.

In thie first yoar, 55 squads
applied for the government
grant finding, covering o wide
range of supporis and ser-
vipes,

The inaupural scheme was
soef as another positive step
for ladies' GAA playvers and
wias widely welcomed by all
inter-county players.

Funding was provided for
injury provention and medi-
cil cover, phystotherapists,
floctors, pool sessions and
LUEE o DR HEE ST

Help was also given towards
strength-and-conditioning,
performance analysis, and
sipnrrs peychalogy and nutri-
Ehogy,

Access was provided to
training facilities, gyms and
pools, |ndoor halls, Moadiit
pitches and running tracks.
Al of these cost county com-
mitlees and players o Lot of
money.

Sinead MeNilty, who is
chairperson of the Scheme Im-
plementation Group, said of
how the scheme operated in
207 “The Scheme Implems-
tation Group is delighted with
the success of the st yeor of
the povermment gramt schema,
pEhe workshops provide a
E;MI opportunity to share
[Enowledge, noe, and
best practise of the counties
whio nvailoed of the scheme to
incroase tho impact.”

- B ) .:I'r B -

Emma Murphy, Glen Rove
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s, & Rearden’s Club All-Star winner, with her godparents Fidedma and Frank Murphy.
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It was a historic

IT was an historic week for camoghe as
the country's top stars headed to the
Spanish capital of Madrid to take part
it the first Liberty nsursince Camogie
All-Stars Tour,

The centropiece of the our was a
game between the 2017 and 2006 All-
Stars, with a group of nominees to
cover players whe qualified for both
et or were unable to make the frip.

The game took place ai the grounds
of XV Hortaleza Bughy Club and was
rafercad by Owen Elliot, who took
charpe of this is'r.-ar'a Liberty Insurance
Senior All-Treland Champlonship final
in which Cork edged out Kflkenny.

Cork manager Pawdle Murray took
charge of the 2017 All-Stars while Kil-
kenny manager Ann Downey was the

= Mary Newman

bixss of the 2016 2election.

The Madrid Harps GAA Club as-
sisted with the erganising of the trip
and they are hoping to establish a ca-
mghe fEam b comipete in foture Buro-
pean Championships,

Players from eight counties wers
ropresented and, inall, 29 plavers were
ivelved in an11-a-sidie game compris-
g two 35 minutes halves,

During the tour, players and offi-
chals had the opportunity to meet with
the Irish community in Madeiland the
Irish Ambassador, Sile Maguire,

week for camogie

hosted a reception at the Irish Embas-
2y,

The touring party also pakd a visit to
Liberty Insurance's Madrid head-
quarters before giving locals an oppor-
Bunity to iry their hand with a hurdey
and and sliotar at Joan Carlez 1 Park.

The tour was a just reward for the
P s, their efforts, and recognition
of thetr stalus as some of the game’s
great players,

The entertalnment value was high
for those in attendance as the 2006 All-
Stars came out on top.

I a high $coring 11-a-slde exhibition
game with rolling subs, Oria Cotter
was omve of the ‘s standout players with
her distribotion andg}jnl-ﬂnrlng.
while Chloe Morey, Sarah Dervan,

Niamh Mulcahy Anne Dalton and Kate
Kelly were all to the fore.

The victors led by 65 to 4-4 at the
break despite Morey hitting three
goals for the 2007 squind, Miriam Walsh
and Niamh Muleaby kept the score
baard ticking for the 20182 to give them
a sevien-point advantage.

2018 BOUAD: E Eavanagh [Fikenny, § O'Connar
(Wecchord), S Darean (Gakeay), A Hearewily (Gal:

Ilgﬂm} C'Gmm:tmﬂ e
) ! M-
hifry |Lamiiricicl - B Kelly (Weodoed)
20T SOUAD: A, Musray (Cork), T TSakwang]
L Treaoy (Cori, & Denshos (Gabway), G O'Connar
o), b MeGirath (Clare), E O Sullsar [Cockd, M
Fiarmd (iBkmring. A Thompson (Car). K Power (Wi
kenry), © Moy (Clane), A Orfioily (Gakway), &
ﬂ']nﬂfﬁ'rc’ﬁfﬂ.ﬁmm.ﬂmriﬂlqm-
i,

Colaiste Choilm pull off stunning victory in epic final

Colaiste Chollm

B-6

CAMOGIE

pointed a free but Colaiste Choilm were by nowin the

Coachford Community College 4-9

CHAMPIONS Coachford Commundiy Collego had to
relingquish their Cork Colleges Senbor A Champion-
ship title as Coliiste Chollm, Ballincollip recoribed
an impressive victory at the Cerk Camogie Grounds
Castle Road recently.

The Ballincollig girls tiniled at one stage by pine
paints but they dug deep as they turned it aroums to
tnke the title with the same margin (o spare,

From the throw-in, Coachford hit the froni Ciara
MoCarthy set up Marie O'Reailly whea sent the ball fo
the net but the Ballincollig girls respomded quickly
with Hannah O'Leary grabhing a goal.

Clopa Healy dominated the eardy proceedings for
Coachford notching up & goal and Four polnts with-
it reply and with Marie O'Redlly and Ella Foley ad-

B Mary Newman

]lllil_llz goals the champions raced inte a comfortakle
earl.

Ballineollig, having absorbed huge pressore;
beginn fo up the pace and wow beginning to got into
thelr tride if was their furn to enjoy dominance and
wi:ll'l 10 minutes to go to the break they sirock for
poals.

Maohh Murphy, Hannah O'Leary, Kate Dooley
and twa From O MeCarthy tuenisd the game on iis
head and now Coachford were suddenly two points
down at the hakl-time whistio,

O the resumption, Coldiste Choilm kept the
pressure on and with Eate Dooley grabbing hor
side’s shxih goal they maintained tlelr bead,

Cliona Healy kept Coachford in the mix whon she

driving seat and goals from Hannah O'Leary and
Machh Murphy ensured no way back for Coachford
ae Calaiste Chailsi ran out winners,
Scorers for Colbiste Cheiler b Orloary 2-2 0 MeCarity, M M
20pach, C Dedadey 1-3, K Dookey 1-0. R Musphy 140 i
A+ BT (04 1, bt y 1= E
mem!ﬂ.cﬂmm%fnm Hosly 27 | Ry 1
COLAISTE CHOILL: © Bucklgy; J Divsen. B Ou
Kaby, O Koating. | Stwahar: © Hughas, & Keane
Farky, K Duoley: G Doclry. H Crlnare. M Murpeny
Bz b Bty for 0 [504, A CPggan lor A {43, E Shoo-
lthﬂlmlH{-mm Tt H O Lemry $554 o
COMCHFORD: C Twormay, B Cotter, M Cotle:. L Dveen; © Ring, K
ueDa.rmLM Lyons: o Tarmant. J Burke; C Shosnar. C MeCarifhy ©
Hagly, J oskng. M ORedly. E Foloy
MHMHLMLII!.MHMH |8y, G lamet
EI:-'-'BU: I.ﬂ.l.Jﬂ-:!I'l-l'rIE ELE"HHHH- T ﬂ‘w
Fobary fat K McCantry (60), L Mloymihan o O B
T J Werling (5], e
Redeiic: Andiw Larkin (Douglas),

. L Fsordian; A,
M MoCarnity, M



ORPORAL Gemma O'Con-
nor loves the active lifestvle
of the Defence Forces and
after 14 vears in the army,
her enthusiasm is as strong as over.

“indtially T was thinking about ap-
plying to the guards, but applied to
the Defence Forces as well. T got
called up and never looked back,

Corporal O'Connor said her unele
was in the army at the time and ho
tobd her What to expect.

"It appealed to me. T Hied tha out-
doar ulemant,ll‘t! iz a very active and

Tole.
O'Connar recalls telling
her parents abont her career chojee;

“My mom was grand, she would be
VErY &EsY going when it comes to ca-
reéer paths, but my father was lke
‘are you sure?”

“1 suppose it was no big surprise, 1
havee alway's been very sporty. In the
end, my parents thought it was a
good move.

“The job sults me, when [ signed
up | was young, active, full of beans
and it seenved ideal.

“1 lowe the ontdoor life and doing
epurses and I have been playing ca-
mogie for club and county, with St
Finbarr's fora number of years.”

Corporal 0'Connor also plays bas-
ketball, foothall and camogie with
the Defence Forces, although at the
moment she is out of action with a
kknee injury.

She is part of the Brigade Training
Centre which coaches Mon-Commis-
sioned Cfficers (NGO s) and recruits.

“We are directly involved in train-
ing up civilians that join up with the
Defonce Forces. It is o great job.

“I get a buzz from instructing and
wtﬂrkjng as & team, it is very enjoy-
able.

The army has changed a great deal
over the years, she says

“When we are ina learning #1n-
vironment and you are feaching
peaple, we want people bo feel com-
fortable enough to be able to learn.

Based in Collins Barracks in Cork,
Corporal O'Connor loves the diver-
sitw of the job.

“I hawe been on three trips with the
Defonce Forces, Literia in 2004, Chadd
im 200 and Lebamnon in 2003

Wo are contractually bonnd o go
abroad, some people love it but for
me, the hardest part of the job is
f_uh{; AWAY.

“You' conld be training for two-
three months to get ready to go, and
then you are away for six months, so
you are gone the bones of 2 year.”

_“Onee yoo get over there, the rou-
thne kicks in and it pets casier.
] %hﬂum parier Aok and
my Iﬂ.hbgnr They are alone,

Making her army pitch:
| love the outdoor life

On day two of our three-part series on the Defence
Forces, reporter Roisin Burke speaks to Corporal Gemma
O'Connor about the her life in the army

Corporal O'Connor sabd her first
trip 1o Liberia was towgh.

*I wias part of an armed personnel
eompany (APChand on patrol a lof,

“We could be travelling for a week
to 13 days, sedting up camp and doing
patrols,

“It was a hot jungle-Eype area
which was tiring and dilfficult, buat 1
gpod to explore the Ivory coast, which
was great, The trips are hard, but
they stand to you in the long run.”

Corporal O%Connor sdaid her time
in Chad was a litile similar.

“There was nothing but desert,

Cork camogie player, Corporal Gemma 0'Connor, left, with private Shelly Kehee (Wexford) prior to the 2012 Al-Ireland final,

anel the poverty was guite bad there.

"1 was only there for four
months, because it takes so long 1o
get there as it is a landlocked
couniry.”

She worked on mainly adminis-
tration duties in Lebanon.

“Theoldér lads sakd it bl chanped
dramatically from previous years, It
was tense over there and very politl-
cal. We could only go to certain
l]’lE'ﬂ'E'S-\."

“Tt was a busy day every day, jusi
not on patrels.”

Corporal O°Connor sald she had

#ill, 5t Finbarr's: Aine O'Regan and Casimhe Buckley,
tatlon ceremony at the Rochestown Park Hotel,

been away for two Christmases, due
o overseas work.

“Ti = difficult when you have no so-
clal life and no freedom.™

“Before Chad, my friends threw o
mini Christmas for me. T was gofng in
Movember and my friends Invited my
mother and we had a Christmas mind
dinner.”

Diesplte this, Corporal O°Connor
safd she loves the army, becanse you
;ll'ﬁinmaslantt:.' diversilying and wps-

A

At tghe moment, Corporal O Con-

nor is doing a diploma in military

IT’S ALL SMILES AT CAMOGIE ASSOCIATION DINNER

phidy

and metdical care at UCDH. This iz a
vedr-dong course which will give her
enfry b the medical corps,

"After 14 years in infantry, |
wittibed o fry something new, some-
thing different. I am learning invaly-
abrle s5Kills, eritical, crucial tech-
nigues that can save Hves.™

Explaining the benefits of npekill-
ing in this fleld. Corporal O'Connor
siid your overseas work is based on
wour skill set.

“You are chosen or sebected hased
an the courses vou have done, For
patred, yon need to e a front-line in-
faniry and vou may need certain
types of wenpon courses done,

*"Anything ontside of thal then
could be intellipence, operations, sig-
maks, admin, medical, ate”

O"Connor said she thinks the De-
fence Forces offers a lof to yvang in-
dividuals fresh out of school.

“You learn =0 much in the Defence
Forces; teamwork, being reliable,
hard working, punciual, motivated
and generally looking after yourself.

"1'|.'I.L"':|.' train you up, vout don't get
that everywhere”

The corporal also said that the
CIle you have with wour colleagles
12 .-1l|:|l'|1,:lll.':l'|.|_!, special. “The banter
with the lads % very enjoyable, You
réally get to know each other well
and you gel o know each other
under prezsure and you form some
really strong frendships,”

l'.'fl:ll'put".ll ' Conmer £xil that black
hussour is definiiely something thai
comes into play in the army

e hvie @ secpos Iaugh, the s
ape great, there s a good bond be-
tovery peoqale. Your get o know people
|FrE-o

Gatting 1o travel with the Defenee
Foroes 1% an added bonus for Cor-
el CrConnor. She has beoen (o Mew
York, France and South Carelina on
oficial business with the army,

*You ged to do things you wouldn'd
normally get o do in the Defonce
Forces, for example, | went to South
Caroling, [ went ovor with & team o
the Marines to see how they oper-
ate”™

Loeoking to the future, Corporal
O Connor &id she wasn't sure where
ghe would be in 10 years time, but if
she was to leave the Doefence Foroes
she would only do so afier giving it a
great deal of considerntion.

“1 think I would like {o leave after
21 years, but you never know, I might
change my mind Later, | am certainly
not going to leave an a whim.

*“The Defonce Fordes is a gosal way
of lifix and [ enjoy the variety of rolbes
and challenges [ fac on o odally
basis."

B Tomorrow: Gaptain Phillp
'Leary.

hath Innksearra; at the Corkl
Plcture: David Keane



Phil Hagan, European Commissioner for Agricalture and Rural Developmen
Quercus students, Shane O Donmell, Clare; Sam Grace, Kilkenny; Tom Devine,
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camagie team players, Amy 0'Connor and Hannah Looney. Picure: David Keane

Sandrais new

CORK Camogie Board elected a new
secretary at its annual conventlon at
the Rochestoan Park Holel. Barry Day
stepped down aller two 32a5005

The hoard {2 fortunate to hnve ex-
perienced official, Sandra Corooran,
from ihe Enniskenme club, (o step into
the breach.

The Enniskeane nathve ks immersed
in all things GAA, having played
Indies” fooiball in er vounger days
with the St Enda’s club. She won nu-
merous county medals, at all grades,
including All-Ireland honours in the
19680s, o1 undoerage lovel.

Eandra Allen, as she was thoen,
began (o fake an interest in adminis.
tration and became chairperson of the
developlng lndies' foothall board, Foom

= Mary Newman

1008 to 2000. She also servied as
Munster council secretary for 11
years, and national fixture secretary
Tor four years.

Having retired as a player, she then
got invelved with the Enniskeane GAA
club, Sandea is also related by mar-
riage to the late John Corcoran, who
was a renowned GAA stalwart in the
Ennlakeans and UCC GAA clubs.

Znndra took on the job of secretary
of the Enniskeane GAA club, whene

t:.ht'l'nrt receiving the Ir.ll?l.lttll;mli.ﬂ.dﬂwmnt
Waterford; James McGlynn and Alan Hayes, bath Kilkenny;

board secretary

she served for four years. She also af-
tended the county GAA board as m del-
pgate for the cinb,

Sandra’s daughter, Eate, began io
play camogie and it Jed to Sandra get-
ting inwolved and helping out, and she
sarved as freasticer and then chairper-
som of the club.

Sandra's hushand, John, ks a 5t Fin-
barr's man through and through and
with thelr son playing with the Barrs,
Kate soon joined him and Sandra
quickly got involved, helping out.

She then got invalved as 8 mentor,
then secrefary, and then became the
clith's representative at the juvenile
camogie Board meetings. :

At last season’s juvenile convention,
Sandra was alecied treasurer and has

award, at a ceremony in UCC. Also induded are UCC
Paddy Cadell, Tipperary, and Cork senior

bean re-abectodd for the vear ahiad.

{n 2017, the travelling back and forth
was taking its toll and Kate and Sandra
transferred back to Enniskeane, aftor
what she told me wiere many reamen:
dous and enjovable years with the
Harrs.

She was no sooner back and a job
neaded to be flled and so she ook on
thar robe of treaswrer aad, of coursas, is
altn helping out with 1eams.

With Barry Day not seeking re-alec-
tlon. the board nesded a secrotary and,
at last Mopday's convention, Sandra
was proposed and will take on the job,

Sandra Corcoran loves a challenge,
so, hopefully, 2018 will'be a fruitful
vear, as she joins the Cork Camogie
Executive.

Camogie dubs have

THE “Volunteer of the Year Award” sclseme continwes
io inspire.

In clubs all sver the country. mentors work fire.
lessly without fanfare. They are the driving foroes of
many a camogie club.

The Camogle Associntion i again hoping that all
county boards will honour a ‘“Velunteer of the Year®
in thelr Fespective countics for the 2017 season,

Each club is azked to nominate one porson fmom
thedr chub and to fill oul a form and sond it to ter
County Board secrebary. The form must e shmed by
e club secrotary and there s only one nomination
per club. '

Each.couniy board will then select o winner for
iheir comniy for 2007 and s must be done on oF be-
fore January 19. Each board would ihen present
their ‘County Volunteer of the Year Award” to the
winner ani oiir them with a snitable: memenio,

I adiditlon to the above, the Volunteer of the Year

a chance to honour their unsung heroes

® Mary Newman

Awvard’ winnors from each county will then be hon-
oured at o special awards ceremony in Croke Park
stadinm an Febriaary 17, the day ol the Alk-Ereland
chib finals.

Ansongsi the recipient voluntoor awards winners
i1 recent vears have been Sile Spillane, Deirdre Sut-
ton-Cobaman, Marla Dinan, and Joan Casey,

Mearvwhile, from January 1, the Camogie Associ-
ation will move [‘ull;s fo e-velting, meaning that the
previons methed of dolng paper-based gardavetting
fiorms will no heager be pocephed.

The Camogle Associntion continues to implement
garda/ PN veiting to comply with child- protection

legislation and to promote best practice in tho re-
cruitment and selection of persons to work with
children and young people within the Camogle As.
socinticn,

All infarmation. and relevant forms relating to e-
vetting. will be available on wanw camogie. ie. from
January 1.

Cloh mentors mnst alen compliete a child-protec-
tian conrse. This can e organized through thelr
clubes. Many clubs are now doing these courses with,
the GAA, and mnu:ﬁb& aecthons are jolning forces to
diiy thie courses logather. q

If any club, prospective mentor, or coach adminis-
trator has any queries, relating (o any of Lhe new pro-
codyres in place. or wanis 1o organise a child-profes.
thirn process, they should contact Stephen in
ihe Camogle Assectation offices in Croke Park. I-I.ll
will only b too willing 10 help then out Stephan can
be contacted on 01-8558618. |



Camogie fixture list
can cause issues

i i I

L

= Mary Newman

MOTHER hugely successiul year
aw & massive programme of games
at adultand underage level with both
county boards completing their
schedule of championship league
and plate competitions on schedube;

That is bar cre competition wiich
hrotgh no fault of their own §s held
g e fo an appeal process with the

sult in the Minor A champlonzhip.

& senior board under the chalr of
Muory McSweeney got through a f1x-
ire schedule of 22 competitions at
hampionship and leagoe level,
hose were Senior, Senior B, Inter:
mediate, Junior A, B and ©, Minor A,
B, C and Ivcompetitions in cham-
ginmhip and league. Add in two
ummer Cups and that ghées just a
gmall e of the massive workload
organieing these games takes,
The juvenile baard Ievel under the
e fdance of chairwoman Mary

(FSullivan are doing massive work

catering for the needs of players from
U8z up to and including U16. The sef-
ting up of this board was a huge step
orwand for the county and it took a
huge burden off the shoulders of the
county board.

Clubs were well catered for with
U8 o ULl Go Games blitzes, while

11%s had three cluster blitzes fol-
awed by U12 A, B and C leagues. The
U145 participate in leagues and there
are three grades A, B and C.

In 2016 the juvenile board intro-
dced and Uld Champlonship with
three grades and it was a huge suc-

255, The backdoor svstem Intro-
fuced in 2007 was welcome too. The
Zork Uld Féfle ls always hugely
patlar. The Uls Champlonship and
Eﬂm at A, B and C make it & busy
alendar of games to get throungh. In
total between championship and
leagues, there are 15 competitions,
without including the Féile and the
[l Ranes.

There are a kot of girls playing ca-

maghe but everything is now done
e dusted and complieted. Without a
loubt owming their own grounds in
cagthe Romd has been a major help as

it gives them a pitch af their disposal

24-7 but such is the volume of traffic

for it another venue for camogie
outld not go astray.

Having got through such a com-
prahensive programmes of competi-
Hons it is a tremendous achievement
or the hard-working offictals of both
boards who continoe to promote ca-
mogle to the highest level. Very often
clubs tend 1o get bogged down in

pir own gones espectally when fix-
ures sometimes do not fall to thelr
lkkcing. With 86 clubs keeping cvery-
ane happy 15 not easy,

im Falrness to bath boards, they are

Iways Nexible, sometimes to thelr
determent, as when competltions
run inte the backlash iz Invarlably
stven to those at the tap,

Thiz year with both Cork teams

unl:r.-dhau All-Irelamd finals, and the

e final poing to a reply, 4

i ¢f ¢Inb playing tieme was lost as
ok had o be afforded the ime to be

at their best. There were Instances of
lubs calling for champlonship
ames to be postponed o allow our
nler-county teams times for prep-

:F"'

?lltjﬂﬁm Katie Lynch goes past Blackrock's Carol Ryan, during the SE Systems Cork Camagie Senior B Championship final at L'a.ﬂ!e Road, which Valley Rovers eventual

Ilﬂhﬂﬂgh:phur; l!HI!IH'ltlHH wwﬁﬂmlﬂullﬂﬂmmﬂmﬂhﬂm junlur .I.umuﬁt ﬁlul at :ulhﬂm
Picture: Bddie 0'Hae

aration, then az the competitions
dragged on and the year became
longer these were the clubs who had
the complainis,

15 there an answer o the prob-
lem? Maybe we shoubd lgnore exams
and play through the Leaving and
Junior Cert? The hurlers and foot-
ballers do it so why not the ladies fol-
low suit? What we tend to forget is

the very offen camogle and ladies

foothall teams tend to have a lot of

younger girls on thelir top teams. Is it
fair to deny a plaver a chance (o par-
ticipate in senbor champlionshinp, our
county's most prestigious competi-

tion, because they have Lo concen-
trate on what are Eas.qlhlg. the most
impartant exams she will take?

Az there are a lot more boys par-
tielpating than girls It §s easter for
senlor GAA teams to fleld during
exams. With camogle, a club could
have five or six teenagers on any
given adult team, ‘That’s where the
problem lies,

There are calls o sit down early in
the year and ook at the inter-county
calendar and slot in club gamas
around thesa, To ba fair this hos been
doni for years by Cork yet it only
takes one draw at the top level (o

knock the whole schedule off bal-
anoe,

The dates of the championship
games at clubs level will need to ba
announced earlier. The draws do naot
necessarily need to be made for a
achedule to e worked ot and an-
noaenced at the ond of February, This
will ihven enable clubs to plan ahead
and players to book holidays safe in
the knowledge they won't be missing
ouit ar having o fy home ns was the
case with one club this year. Hupe
challenges lke alvisad In the bl to get
the perfis balance but It can bo
achieved.

Picture: David Keae

@@ With camogie,
club could have five
or six teenagers on
any given adult
team.

The senior boatd was again fort
mate to have the all of thelr aduo
champienship competitions spo
sored by SE Systems they are huge

peiative fo John O Leary for

Ap and support his CoOpany co
tinues to glve to camogie in Cork.

The Evening Echo are also v
important to the board as sponsors
all the adult Player of the Mate
awarils for championship anad the
promiotion of the gamas,

Over tho next fiew Saturdays,
will taks o Inok back at some of 1
highs and low that was the seaso
gone by,
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© John Bohane

CORK camogie star Orla Cromin wWis
thrilled to play a cructal role in propel-
king thie Rebels to All-Ireland sankor
final glory this season,

The pee forward strock thres points,
all from play which contributed Im-
mensely to Cork winning theie 27th
senior All-Iraland te.

Orla was pleased to hcelp Cork
avenge their final defost against Kil-
kenny the provious yoear,

“I suppose between this year's skic-
oeas arul last vears disappointment, it
dofinitely showed the highs and the
lovs invadved in sport.

“Laoding finats are hard (o take and
hard 10 forget about, but winning one
overcomes it all.

“There is no bitter feellng.” do-
clared the Cork g star,

Cork emerged vietorious by one
point following their dramatic win
apainst Kilkenny.

The Cats had @ great chanoe (o go
ane polnt wp with ten minwtes remain-
ing. but they wera left to rue their
misseil opportunity as thie Bebeleites
finished strongly to seoure a dramatic
Viciory.

Orla has a elear reesllection of the
Imte drama.

“It was fiorce drimatic.

“It was very intense siufT,

“I remiember Denlse Gaule petting a
firee oot by the skdeline for them o go
one paint up on 60 minuies.

“1 jnst stood there praying bo Gaed
shie'd hit it wide,

“1t miust lave worked, It was some
reliel at the fMnal whistle.

=1 was thrilled that we won ob-
wvionsly, but thad it didn’t end in o draw
withir. :

“That would have been very anti-cli-
mathc.

“We enjoyed great celebrations
which are still going.

=18 wies & et wiak"

Jurla White, emerged the heralne for
the Cork senbor camogie team

The former captain has overcome 4
serivs of injuries over the last two
VIHELE,

She notched the winning score in the
fifth minute

Orin wos delighted for her colleagae,

It was some point by Julia.

“1 s =0 delighted for her.

“She's had a feree 1ough time with
injuries in the last two years and has
been working really hard to got back

“Her winning point really alowed
her elass and her experience [rom
Vars past.

“There was nobady going te siop her
when she got the ball and she got s
avier the line.”

Cork's latest All-Ireland Final
iriomph also ensured thekr tallsmatbe
captain Rena Buckley has now cap-
mured an histeric 18 All-Ireland senior
medalz in Woth coles, which repre-
senls a truly phenamenal haul for the
decorated st

Orrla is full of praise for her brilliang
{eam-mate

"Renin B some player and just a sav-
W SPOrserson,

"She's probably the most successful
plaver kn GAA.

"1t i= o surprise beeause she has an
unbelievable work ethic and does
everything to her maximum potential
5 “Thare’s i stone lefi uniurned with

(dph 8

“It's mwnreal fo e able 1o play and
Irain alongside her.

“T've learned st much fom er”

Another Cork sialwart Gemma
O Connor ﬂilt‘l.l.%gﬂd off o knee injory
to play & colossal role in the Rebolettes
victory.

Orla was thrilled the St Finbarr's
skar was ahle {o play o prominent rmle
in thelr tatest victory.

SGemma wWis super.

“It was obviously worrying whin
Gomma gol infured in the semi-fnal
and it wasn't looking good coming
closer b All-Irelond Mnal day.

“With Gemma, however, yvou know
she'll put her heart and soal into get-
thng back fit for an All-Ircland fnal,
wihilch she achieved,

“Wa had trained with the expec-

Oria thrilled

with her role

- e

® ol il

in Rebel win

fi’s Orla Cronin In action against Catherine Foley of Kilkenny during their Liberty Insurance All-reland Senior Camoie Final match at

Croke Park in Dublin.

A

Cork's Ashling Thempson :d!h:iuﬂﬁlhla Cronin after the game after victory in the
Liberty Insurance All-lIreland Senior Camogie Champlonship final over Kilkenny.

tatton that Gemma wouldn't play, bat
when she passedl the fitness test for the
g, it wns a hiuge boost.

“Her presence alone would boost
any tear. The paint she god o1 the end
was hrillinnt. 1'd say the ball is still
travelling inte Dublin city,™

Cickan, wheo wang numeed the Player of
the Mateh following hee viciuoso dis.
Fl? in the All-Iréland final was ihril-

ed with how her season unfolded
throughout the 3017 senlor inter-coun-

Plcture: INPHOGary Carr

ty campadgn.

“I'm sodelighied with my year,

“We stirted back early [n Deconiber
2016 and T suppose there was a lot of
things 1o address and to work an for
every individual and the team as a
whobe after the disappointment of los-
ing the previous final.

“I gaess when things don’t pan ot
the way you want them to one year,
woul want o work meally hard to pectify
the mistakes and Improve on aiher

Pictuee: Piaras O MidheachSponshile

e Juat dalighied i ol

“1'm just i

"'I‘hejlwhnle wis 8 work in

ress really, and 1 think myself a5 well
as the team peaked af the right thne
when it matiered.”

Thie maodlest star was thrilled to re-
cefve the Player of the Match :
lhl]ﬂ'ﬂ-’ihﬂﬂhﬂr three polnt contributicn
againgt Kilkenny.

Cirka was delighted with the honeur
but felt any one of her team-mates
could have received the personal rec:
ognition.

=1t was a gread honoitr tooget 1L

It cotild have been given 1o 5o many
of the other girls too &s the svhaobe feam

plormed 5o well on the day. .

“The'main thing was 1o secure vie-
tory in the All-Ereland fisgal, But i was
s

1y 1 a very sirong clu
campaign with her beloved Ennis-
Eeane who were defeated in the Inter-
mediate county final for the second
successive stasnm.

*Wg have a graat team coming
through. :

“Thera's good interest there in the

“1t was heartbroaking 1o lose our
second consecutive final.

“We're very close to 11 and will defi-
nitely be competing for it again met

year.

=“We're developing all the time sthich
is the mndn thing and 1'm sore oor Gay
will enme™

CORE o manager Pan-
die Muorray has committad
hims=ell to yoar at the
helm of CorkCamogie for 2018.
Now entering his seventh
season Paudie has three All-
Irelands to his credit over the
e 3012 and 10y
m\imulmmmenm i B0
He has won throe of the past
four titles showing kow he has
come-to with the players
at-his disposal, the inter-
county scene and what his
players face on the field from
each county
I thought long and hard
about dt over the past few
wnkE, a.-a.il:} Murray. oy
“Hopefully we won't ha
'am' ratirements. We haven't
yot, and while (t gets harder
pyery year 1'm looking for-
‘ward to the;#:ill::lng?- ;‘.‘;g
W:&rﬂs e in
jand w mihn i:ﬂl:ﬁ_ﬂsh-
bourne iUl mean again
use the leagien to try out even
‘more players and every
i r grobs.

TPec. 1617F
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Gten Rowers Al-ireland
O'Riordan,

e Derreurton

Club champions

1990, Back Row: Nora Newman (chairperson), Marie Mackey (selector). Mary
Helena Mullins, Fiona McCarthy, Finbarr 0'Neill (trainer), Linda Mellerick, Patricia Murphy, June Hamill, Mandy Kene-
on {slector), Mary Newman (selector), Front Teddy Bear, (laire McCarthy, Ger McCarthy, Diane
0'Cailaghan, Denise Cronin, Mary Currid, Deirdre McCarthy, Fiona Twomey, Sandie Fitzgibbon,

Ring, Mairead

Glen sweep all before

AFTER a lapse of four years,
{Hen Bovers wers back in the
All-Ireland Cumogie Senior
Club Championship final in
19090, whore they faced the Tore-
midable Kilkenny champlons
St Paul's.

Om the way to the decider
they had been in
form and dispensed of all op-

ition with ease. In the Cork
unty final they fced sur-

prise finalists 5t Finbarr's,

Acdraw would haove been
fi=aztrous for both feams as
two stars of the respective
teams had more imporiant
things on thelr minds — 51
Finbare's captain Martha
Henchion and Glen Kovers®
forward, All-Ireland senior
medallist, Ger McoCarthy were

mmg
gotting married the following
wiak

The Blues, who were con:
fiesting thalr frst senbor final
were Iooking to their talented
Cork senior Cobette O°Na-
hony for inspiration; though it
wais fir bo say that in their
grvat riin to the decider she e
coived excrlbent support firom
Paula Carey, Delrdre Christic,
Calette Cronim, Yvonie
O Melll and Brid Walsh (all
Adl-Trelnnd winners at junior
and minor level),

Ty thely credit, they putupa
Eul:lant performance but thie

ben, backboned by a string of
camoghe All-Siars, ran out
comfortable winners on the

them in 1990 campaign

seoveling 4-14 to 26, erly of Ma Plarsaigh, and
Farthewinners Denise Cro-  Linda Mellerick who trans-
nin, Linda Melkerick, Samds Mferred from juniors Brian Dil-
Fitzgibbon, Ger McCarty, and”  lon's. ;
Mary Ring were in scintillat- 5t Paul’s fared no better
ing form. than Glen's pravious chal-
It's not often that a team 1 r5 and were outclassed
fails to seorein an All-lreland. by the rampant Cork girls
somi-final which was the fate  who reglstered 4-13 and con- : 3 !
that bafell Ulster champions coded 2-7 (o the Kilkenny girls. o F 4
Swatragh when Glen Rovers The Glen had a diaomond in - i
advanced by scoring 1-7 with-  Denlse MeCarthy whe con- ] e
out reply. teibuted 2-11 of that tally with . v .
St Paul's, wiho had the ace Mellerick accounting for L | - :
amazing Downey sisters Ann.  he other 2-2 i o
and Angela in theic lneup, Eeeper Fiona MeCarthy i
were expecied to putitupte and defenders Sandy Fitzgib- - :
A A Gl vietoryin | ypars et while Ger. ' ' iy :
: b RESAR L Barrs camogie team defeated by Glen Rovers in 1990 County Senlor Championship final, Back: Brid Walsh, Sheila Hegarty, Ann Santry, € Casey,
e e ot 0 KHolden, MO'Dea, M Fox, Yvonne 0'Neill, Martha Henchion, Colette O'Mahony. Front: N O'Sullivan, W 0'Sullivan, Colette Cronin, Ger Kelleher,
nings Claire McCarthy, form-  and Linda, Deirdre Christie, Fiona 0°Sullivan, Paula Carey, Coleen O'Leary.

Grateful Cotter owes
Luck

gy

“Fortunate,” says Orla Cotter.

We beg to differ. :

The Cork eamogie player is
reflecting on her 13;'&;5 in
the rod jersey, 2ix of which
ended with an All-Ireland
sentor medal. The conver-
sation wias stecred to her
medal haul by the recent
All-Star camogle tour bo
Madrid, the first of ks kind,
with Cotter anvong the travel-
ling party. There, she mixed
with contemporaries from
Clare, Dublin, and OdTaly,

ers of superb ability who
never been ifveelved inan

All-Ireland senior final, let
alome held the O Duffy Cup.

It brought homa, in lver own
words, how “fortunate” and
“lucky” she has been i amass
guich a collection af Teltle

CTEEes.

The 29- -olbd hall-for-
wartl has been part of
exceptional Cork teams, but
no-one could ever accise her
of being & passanger.

Her frst All-Treland senjor
madal arrived at the age of 18,
Cotter introduced as a seconcd-
half sub during the win ovar
Tipperary in 2006, It was hor
first year on the senior panel,
a time when Emer Dillon, Una
O'Donoghue and Cathriona

VEaloy were at the height of

their powers. She estabiished

hersell as & mainstay on e
I.ata.rﬁng XV the followlng year

and there she has renained.

. She was given a soore of 10
"y one mmﬂer For her dis-
play inthe 08 final win over
Galway, and was midfield for

the 00 triumph over Kil-
kenny, She was top-scoreT
with six points (four foees)
when the Cats were again
downed in 2004 and was also
chief contributor 12 monihs
Iater for another back-to-back
EUOCEEE,

It was ghe who found
Gemma O"Connor for .Ea""’ i
equalising score wwards 1

end of This vear's decider ancd,

s oz cille” I ey =

as a player, not a spectator.’

oven an the rame Sepember
afternoon whan it cicln't go
Cork's way. Cobier was not to
b fournd wanting: In 2018,
when thie Rebels were bullied
aroumsd GAA HE by Ann
Downey’s Kilkenny, (herangy
midfigller siill managed to
mih 1-2,

“When vou are playing, you
don't think much about what
youve won, but every 5o often
you realize how fortunate you
are to met enly have one, bt
s " savs the PE and Irish
teacher at Midleton College.

A mdive of Ballvnoe, Cotter
s a Falr bik of back garden
action bafore the late Rena

O Leary handed her hor firsd

Cerk's Orla Cottor takes on Kilkenny's Miriam Walsh "
final at Croke Park. Ais a youngster in Ballynoe, Cotter, right, dreamed of playing for Cork: |
remember going to Croke Park for a senior camogbe final and coming away wanting to be there

little to Lady

=i e

Lt Catherine's shirt. Along
with her twin brother Shane
and older brother Padraig,
hoth of whon won Munster
minor medats, much of her
childhaad was spent with a
hurley in the hand.

“Evary summer, thers
wotlld he o good G gnngs
from the parish up at the
pltch,"” shi recalls, before
adding, stmiewhat wryly:
“There wasn't a whale plle to
iy in Ballynoe when we wers
L
thoigh,

“Thwe hrothers and [ wonld
b fairly competitive. Wa
certalnky hrought the bestoul
in ench other.”™

in this year's Liberty Insurance All-Ireland

. we mpde the mostof i1,

Picture: Bryan Keans

She'd line out
alongside them at
U2 and UL, join-
ing the 51 Catherine’s junior
camogle (eam at the age of 12
; *Camoght wos rr.-all:;' :
mEorlant to me growing us.
just boved it. Tstill do, [ always
thoarght to myself, veal, 1'd
ko o pull on the red jersey™. 1
rnmu]mgc-r golng to Croke
Park for a senjor ciamdgie
fNnal amld conmting away
-.l.'aminn ll:;: bnx 11-:&&1:;1:?‘

I TSk i SpeC ]
: \E'Thnhhu an All-Ireland LTS
fitle in 2003 under the watchof
John Cronin providod the first
tmste. There followed the six
Adl-Irelanads and five All-

Liars, the most recent
arriving in the kast four

Ara,

When Jenny O°Leary, Anna
Geary, Joanne O'Callaghan,
Sara Hayves, Joanno Casey,
and Angela Walsh stepped
avvay after the 2004 victory,
Cotter seamlessly took on a
Fn?nm profound leadership

“Heading into 2015, maybe,
wa thought: "Wortld we really
have a chance this vear?*
When thore i£ not much
expocied of vou, that's wiien
yoan progress Turther, &ayhe
people thought Cork haven'ta
chance this year. You have
that underdog tag and it helps
vou mere than vou think
all stepped wp,™

She turns 30 next vear, bud
thers won't be any talk of
retirement fior @ whike yet.

“A couple of us
in tlye panel would
often joke abkout
where does thi
time go. You
remember whion
won started ol
anid how you were
oneof the younger
ones, The tables
don’t be long turn-
ing. You just have
i sbep up to tha
mark, wse the experience
vou'vie gathered and taken
firom ather playors to help
yorung girls along,

“Loalking back, I've won six
ot of 12. That isn’t 50 had. Pl
never forget at the end of my
first yoar in with the seniors,
Anife Mureay said to mes Yoo
won'talways win,' That's.
remained with me ILm

youl realise how lucky youl s I

to jpat to Croke Park and ¢ven
Iyckier to be leaving It a
winner.” St
Luck has hacd very Uitk o
o wilth it e



Resilient Rebels prove the doubters wrong

Jennifer O’Leary
‘MY HIGHLIGHT

CALL me predictable, biased
or a lady with tunnel vision
= but for me there's only one
specinl moment that stands
out from all the rest in 2017
and that is when the Cork sen-
ior camogic weam lifted the
O'Duify Cup for the 27th time.

Maybe it’s my emotional at-
techment vo the eam and the
game of camogie, or perhaps
it's gunning for the underdog
= Cork this time - in the Al-Tre
Fand final this year that canght
Iy imaginakion,

sSecing Cork achieve what
many thought would be impos-
sible against a Kilkenny side
thar was leoking to put their
name on the silverware for the
sgcond year ina row was simply
magical,

Mayvbe you were one of the
doubters and | think we all had
to think long and hard about
this contestand whowe honest-

Iy thought would win, Kilkenany

Colette Desmond
The talented Newcestown
forward won a Cork
intermediate camogie title and
got married within two weeks
in October, and she’s hoping to
fit her honeymoon in next year.

=y Over mﬁu‘. Fintan...

entering the contest as champd-
onship and league winners and
having held the edge on Cork
in recent encounters. But even

1 didn't believe that Cork could |

finish ot the game in the man-
mer in which they did. It was an
epic team performance right to
the end.

Usually when Cork win a
game, they've established a
footheld on proceedings, bur
clinching victory in the dying
seconds of st minutes of injuny
time &5 a rariny in my memory,
That's just what happened as
super sub Julia YWhite scored an
injury-time winner in this 0-10
£ 0-9 triumiph in Croke Park in
September.

It reminded me of the formi-
dable Wesford team between
the years of 2010-2013 that
was never beaten, even with
fivee minutes left on the elock
amnd a few podnts down. In fact,

Wexford appeared to gain even

mare momentum and confi-
dence with every dying min-
ute, and Cork showcased this
strength and befief too in their
ephe victory.

There were many special
maments in this game, Cork’s
backs commanding the danger
area, the tenacity and deter-
minatien of both sides, Orla
Cronin's star performance and
Julia White’s point- to snatch
victory in the G6th minme was
incredible; the arter still gives
me goose bamps thinking about
.

Gemma O'Connmor’s point
to level the game in the Glrh
minute was alse extra special,
I remember feeling emorsonal
secing her strike the ball so
sweetly from over 45 yards out.
Most people believed shewasa
nof-runner in this All-Ireland
final having suffered a knee
injury in the semi-final against
Galway,

There was 50 much hype
abour this. It captured the im-
agination of many. Will she or
won't she tog oue?

" We had to wait until the day
itself, and there she was, lin-
ing out wearing the Cork jersey
with pride.

I'm sure she felt a mixture of
mental, physical and emotional
turmoi] beading up o the day,
the ‘what ifs" consuming her

mindl, soit was special tosee her There will be critics and
seli-beliel, plaving with noinhi-  doubters and there will be in-
bitions and hirting that sweet  juries and setbacks - but the
sirike over the bar. power of belief within @ squad

presents the All=ireland final

STAR QUALITY: Deirdre Ashe, Liberty Insurance, of the
l{ﬁm award to Enniskeane’s Orla Cronin after her fantastic performance in the win against
ey,

is very hard to knock. The Cork
ECRiOr camoghe téam are be-
liesers and they have certainly
made my year in Sport,

!

macle the win even sweeber.

American President?

Skibbereen waler though....

bor camogie is admirable.

1 If you could relive one sporting moment from the
past year, what would it be and why?

The final whistle at the end of the county intermediate camogie
fnal. Having missed out on the jundor coanty celebrations in
2015 a5 | was in Vietnam travelling, this was my first adult
county win. The team coming back after being eight points down
and having my sister Rose on the pitch, back from retirement,

0. Picture this: Donald Trump has relocated to West Cork
- fake tan, quiff and all - and he is interested in the local
sports scene, what sport do you think would best suit the

Rowing, the O'Donovan brathers could teach Trump how to
pudl like a dorg! Mot sure how long the fake t2n will last in the

2 What will you miss most abowt 20172

Wiedding planning! Juggling training with menu tastings, table
plan decisions and dress fitlings was challenging but exciting.
The cup was & welcome late addition to the guest list and stale
the show on the dance Boor on the nighi!

(1. Who do you think is West Cork's biggest sports star?
lenny OLeary. She may be living in Armagh now but she'll
abwarys be Weest Cork and Barryroe’s star, 'm very fortunate to
have played alongside her, Her skill; passion, and commitment

(1. Outside of your sport, what sporting moment from
2017 captured your imagination?

back on the map also,

Cork winning the Munster senior harling title. You cant beat
the 1.'.|'II|:I' o Thurles. The :unmphm in the terrace “‘m .
that day and it was great to see Luke Meade putting Newcestown

). How do you usually spend New Year's Eve?
In my local of course, (YMahony’s Bar. They've the best selection

of G&Ts in West Cork, served up in a fish bowd by Buddy with

would you pick?

elderflower and cocumber; where else would [ go?!

Q. If you could go for New Year's Eve drinks with three
sports people - local, national or international - whao

Brian O'Driscoll, a5 long as he brings Amy along! 1f she's as
funny as her Instagram posts wed have a right laugh. Throw in

Roy Keane and Davy Fitzgerald for a night in the local.

year?

€. What local sports star should we keep an eye on next

Mewcedown's rising camogie star Ciara OYSullivan: she's fiery
and skilful, st like her Uncle Jim, Mo pressure Claral

Q. Any advice to get over the January blues?

in the busipess.

. While avolding Conor Condon’s shuttle runs, have a laugh and
orgainie a mystery night away with Frano Tours! She's the best

(). Finish the sentence: In 2018 1 want to ____
heelp Neweestown have a great senjor B champiomship campaign,

Dublin 1o Cork....

tick a few more countries off my bucket list and enjay my
honeymaoon! New if 1 coudd also just shorten the road from



Why set limits
on what we
can achieve?

‘H

Joan
O’Flynn

i

ﬂﬁ'ilin:]idanfldemn in ::.-!rtﬂnd WAS AT
wniikely microcosm o CATLOie
wirld in 2017,

Thie 2017 All Stars’ . Anife
?-'El.l.mle{ ﬂ?ﬁ:mmﬁ; ;:H::in-dumé.{rsvriﬁ:ge ﬂghl:
uprigh T AT Open
goal of 5.6 metres to her lgg_at. i

Oria Cotter, playing onthe 2006 All Stars' op-
posifion, 1ifts and drives the penalty shot, Body
and hurley are one as Murray extended full
stratch as far as the other %E:BJ[I-I'JEIL With pln-
]mlnt accuracy, the ash and leather connected

n a shot block. That cames of Murray and
Cotter's opeon-one penalty, typical in hurling
but not allowed n camogie, stands out for me
as a powerful indicator of the continucusly in-
creasing technieal <kill, capability, and athiet-
icism of camogie players

Standing still was not an option for Murray.

1t"s nol an opthon for women In sport cithor

Athletes, ke Murray and Cotfer, or, Para-
Olvmpian Orla Barry, international rughy

plaver Niamh Brl 8, Cork Camsogie captain
Hena Buckley, N:Lm Carbery, horse
trainer Jessica . oxer Katle Tayior,

Clymplan sajlor .|’|.I'LT!|.3 Murphy, rower -
nise Walsh, peferee Joy Neville and, before
them camogie legends the Dowmney sisters,
Angelx and Ann, and once In a generation ath-
letes Maeve Kyle and Sonla O°Sullivan, best
demonstrate that boundaries and glass cellings
&g thene o be broken.

These athletes reflect a diversity of individ-
ualm-nd team sport, professional and amateur

rack and feld sport, water L im-

dlgennus and Oiympic sport. In the tter, Ron-
nie Delany’s gold medalin the 1.500m in the
1956 Olympics i well recounted. Little noted
from those Games is that Kyle became
Mialbouras Camas Tt ook another elght
Melbourne es. It another ¢ 5]
before the Olvmpic movemant mmm}‘gm
hased sport pkayed by women
when volleyball was ineluded
in the 1964 programmse,

Today, there is more

came developments. We have had nine (nepir-
ing achisvements - af least!

1. The rivalry of Cark and Kilkenay in the
Alt-Trekand final thrilled to the final minote.
When Rens Buckley raksed ihe O°DulTy Cup
shi: mathe history becoming the first player
across camnoghe, hurling and foothall to win 18
All-Trakand medals while Cork moved totop the
national roll of oo with 27 iiles.

mi;“'i;? enjoyesl the mmgcll::m rznm‘:‘l

o inaur iy . ERCEL NG mat-
teroed nmlmland senior championship,
run on an open-draw basis with two groups,
wenk down to the wine. In the last ronmd, each
of the 10 teams were in contention for the
knock-out stages.

3. Meath and Westmeath emerged to win
thedr first All-Ireland tifles at Intermediate and
Premier Junior levels,

4, Flayers® achievements were sed i
the inaugural Liberty Insurance All Star Tour
1o

5. Intercounty players recelved a boost
through a 500,000 {inancial Investment from
the inaugural Government Grant Scheme for
Intercounty camogle and football plavers. A
similar invesiment will be made in 2016

8. For the first Hme, all the knockout stages
of the All-Ireland senfor championship were
hroadeast Hve on V.

7. Thie All-Ireland senlor camogie final was
designated as fres-to-air TV by the govern-
memnt.

8. 20,793 people witnessed the highest-at-
tended All-lIreland camogie finals in Seplember
since the triple headers (senior. intermediate
aml premier junior grades) wore introdweed in
Croke Park in 2010,

8. We expanded grassroods initiatives that
support participation, achisved new club

with & clibs plaving at home and in-
ternationally and published gubdelines with .
the GAA and LGFA o promote a unified ap-
proach to administering games through the
One Cluib Model.

Thesa are all milestones in growing our
sport. They ane achicved in an envimoment
where unfair gender differentials are st evi-
dient not just in sport, bat across society. Re-
search shows Irish people with daughters are
less likely to participate in spoct with their
children than thoss with sons. And parents of
daughters have a less favoirabie opindon of
their child"s sporting ability than parents of

=oms. For glrls, for women, and for society, it's
vital to challenge thesy attitudes and behay-
jours. Fairer attitudes and actions will add w'
- the momentam whene womkn and the com-
 tribute more and benefit more from what
sport offers, :
Let's not stand still on whak women in
sport can achieve,
Let’s support sport for all = for
everyone's benefit.
B Joan 0°Flynm is ard
- sthirthair of the Camogie:
Association

Insurance Camogie,
All-Star Game at Eulh
Central, Universidad

last manth.
Picture: Dan Sheridan

Complutense, Iuduinli

L

Another All-Star awand was
won — her fifth in camogic, with

six ladies” football claimed -and

(Mary Geaney had previously
then in Detober she drove Innis-

captained Kerry to football glo-
ry and Cork to o camogie win).
Just in case anybady wasn't im-
pressed enough, she then deliv-
ened her entire speech in Irish,

carra on i back-to-back county
glory. We'll leave the last word

oy %

Pﬁstory—maker

Rena continues
tolead theway

“a

25 gpwwsaE piooEy 8% %

B SiRie dmiisn il
o et | o =| s e
e aﬁéfugﬂzsf-aﬁggﬁ
paiss %*- gEESgSERLLE ETE.
— - %n g g:.':’ H_% SuoE a B
Eﬁgﬁgmuﬁa ﬂﬁgﬁgﬁpﬁﬁgnrﬁﬁgﬁ
5rEScfFes UeaSg2alpvsipnnsy
,Egﬁnggﬁﬁi Ezcs gg%;ggtﬁx-ﬂ
M e T
sbé'ﬁeﬁﬁéﬁ'aaaﬁéa'asizﬁ 2EZ

L ¢ i
hs g24
BE T
g gES58
42 %$EEE
5 it
i HiE
g% 5822
: h 8%
| 555
2 E%Ei”
ot e E:_,,nég
= o g Z2E£E S
N ¢ §E e
53 Teles
%gg cEssa
g X B2
52 = o
i ]
§*§ si£%
5% rIEoZ
z T REEER
EEE =dc52
¥ u - B | l!-."I!rlil
- A O4E E2"zE
SE8F EEEBUGESugEESETELTELZEE
FHAR LTt
spEE EPECiSABEEEEEES A= dTES
BEEC EEgsriiciodiciiifiicy
5858 piEp3afEEEiisviizoccos
P PR P o)
E'gﬁgiﬁﬁaﬁgéﬁiﬁﬁif-ﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁg
BiisaEeacEiiis Tisiiistet
EE“E“%ggﬁfﬁi§%EEEEEQEEEEEEE
cEl R PR R TR E P R b ]
=28 ETRUBEESSE EEREEBE=EE]
342 SRELAEE T
S2EZS ¢ . E =2 =H8Es "
5 %E% ﬁfEE§§3EEE %Eﬁ%%g@;%g
= 'E"E ‘B8 mE= - o= e
g i piEfiic: Siiipifie
9 géﬁggﬁgzgsgﬁiﬁ =§§E§§§§§§
iy O
S iimeiiiilEriiifidiialch
Dec, 2017




Cork’s Emma Murphy in action agalnst Limerick in
the Munster U16 A semi-final at Castle Road earlier

fhis year

“I REALLY want the O'Duffy Cup.
I never had a picture taken with

it, because | want to win it my-
self.”

That Is the azpiration of Emma
Murphy, the voungster who turpned
just 16 the day GlenRovers plaved
their senior county camogie ¢cham-
pionship semi-final sgainst 5t Ca-
therine's last Octobar,

Al §F her performances continne
o abevelop i the same manmer as the
season gone by, there 12 every reason
to belleve she will see that dreeam
realized.

ii's heen a whirlwind season for
thiz promising young player who re-
caived the call-up to the Ghen's sonior
feam in a league game last Febrmary,

Emima picks up the story: “1t was
the Mrst game of (he league. | was

aying a league game at UL agalnst

"n'_i E—

"Management asked me to come
out for the last few minuies of the
s kor g,

“They broaupght me on for the last
five minutes, [ got a gonl and L slarbed
EVEry game since.”

Mol only did Emma start every
game, shi scored ko every champlon-
ship gume, showing a o it il
maturity: beyond her yoars,

A member of the Cork U16A team
this year, she found the move up to

Ficture: M Sheehan

senjor club a greater step up again,
Bk it was somcthing she relishod.

“The stop up to senbor was hage, 1N
wazi another step up from Cork.
There was even a huge difference be-
iween leagne and championghip,

“When we reached the league final
I =aid to myself that, this is as hard as
its going to get. Then we came to 5t
Catherine’s (in the opening ronnd of
the champlonship) and it was a dif-
ferent speed altogether,

“Thoy woere jusl Funning past us
and 1 was saying ‘where are they
gone? They'd be over scoring a point
and T was standing wondering how
they coatld do it so fast.

“Killeagh was n real eve-opener,
Then 1 realised how fast the game

coatld get, It took me a hnlf fo get used
to bt. After the hatl-time mark, T plck-
el it wp & bit. But evon Innkecarea in
the connty final that was something
elseagain. i)

“Lam a physical player bat when
the girls come in with a shoulder, or
its hip to hip you're like ‘that hart"
But | woatldn't be afiraid to go in.™

Mo one expocted the Glen to be in
the final running and while they miy
have had ambitions of the county
tithe, it secmed & pipe dream,

But as the vear progressed and
ey took It one game at & time, this

roung side fonnd themsslves in un-
Lr-um'n territory. ;

Up to now, they just couldn't get
that senior champlonship win u
their belt, something that Emma ac-
knowledges.

Yoah, at the start of the vear man-
apement did have a goal of getting to
the connty final and yet we were
thinking that’s probably a bit much.

“1f carme b 54 Catherine's (opening
round) and the nerves got the better
of us, We kost. We came back agains

Ballygarvan and we really wamnted to
win: it We weren't great-in the first
half, bart at half-time the coaclies said
that we've got to get the monkey off
our back, that we needed 1o win and
when we did, it was great and every-
thing after that was bonus territory.
Mo one ecxpected us to win and it
suiipdﬁ‘m at we were underdogs
going in to every game."
Atransition vear student in Car-
var; Emma has her sights ona
T working with animals, poss-
ibly a veterinary nurse. Playing ca-
moghe since she was six of age,
it wasn't love at first strike for
Emma, Shi credits her dad Terry for
keeping her involvedin the game she

now adapes. r

*T it really Hke it at the start.
Then my dad made me keep £ as
I hiad o sport at the tme so he made
me go back and [ improved over the
years. [ used (o got very frusirated
when 1 eouldn’t pick up the ball.

“Tcanldn’t piek it up until 1 was
about 10, 1 found it very hard and |
used to see other players picking it

@@They were just running past us and | was saying to myself
‘where are they gone?’ They’d be over scoring a point and
| was standing wondering how they could do it so fast

S
2
el

W

up. But I learned that you have to
keep practheing”. :
Dad. Terry played with Glen
Rovers and St Nick's up o minor age.
“He has been the biggest influsnce
in my career. He's the one whio waould

have pushed me on and taken me
practising on the late nights, He
brought me training and all over the
opuntry.”

Emma had a happy time at under-
age with the Glen and tasted success.
“We were the first team to win the
Declan Crowley Cup. It was 11 years

in competition and it was the first

viear the Glen had won it

The pedigree iz in Emma. Her

frn'ﬂ grind aunt, Mary Frances Kel-

elier, was a great camogie plaver
with the Glen, but losing her hand in
a work accident in Sunbeam efhded
her career.

One attribute which stood out to
me 4t | watched Emma this season
Wil thnﬁl"n::jmmlhility she took on in
front of 3

Her first thought every time she
llﬂgggnmhn was, 15 there a seare
o Bhie took that chance every fime
nng! anl p!ﬂ:l:d if & seore wasn't o,

Clearly Emma has a bright future
in camogie. Taking to staving behind
after training and working in Glen
Rovers hurling alley, she is doing
everything right as she chases her
dream. That peeture with the O Duffy
Cup may not be too fiar away,




DMLY WAY IS UP: The Newcestown
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camogie team that Hli!t:m-ﬂyfh'd agﬂ\st

Twouldn’t be afraid of any
team we'll come up against’

BY KIERAN MCCARTHY

TWENTY-EIGHT minures
into the county intermediate
camogie final last Ocvober, just
after Enniskeane scored their
third goal in seven minutes to
jump 3-2 o 0-3 in front, Colleen
Twomey was worried.

Ivwas an "oh feck” moment.

*‘Afiter their third goal, my
heart definitely jumped at that
point,” Colleen admitted.

"Going into the game we
never thought we were going
to lose the county final but 1
digl panic a lirde bur afer their
third goal.’

Fear not, Newcestown's re-
sponse was impressive, 1t was
the stuffl of champions in the
making, and by half time the
gap was down to & more man-
ageable six points, 3-3 to 0-6.

“We were confident enough
still at the break, we knew we
had a lot more in us, that we
were better than what we were
plaving and that we had a log of

thee ball but coubdn’t score = that
all changed in the second half;”
Colleen says, and she was to the
fore that day, finkshing with six
paints {fve from placed balls).

One of her scores in the sec-
ond hall drew Newcestown lev-
el another edged them in front,
anather doubled the lead, then
tripled the lead, as they saw off
their neighbowrs and rivals by
113 10 34

The celebrations were huge,
This win completed a league
and championship double,
Enniskeane also beaten in the
league final at the end of May.

The rewards were many: pro-
motion 1o senior B for 2018, a
chance at Munster glory and
a special guest for two team-
mates weddings that followed
in the week after the county
final win. Colette Desmond,
plaver of the match in the coun-
1y final, was first to walk down
the aisle, rwo weeks after thebig
win in Brinny, and a week later
Frances Deasy por married.

The county cup was treated
like royalty at both.

‘Once the DJ came on at
midnight in both weddings,
the Newcestown camiogie team
ook over the dance-floor, [tjust
added to eveérything,” smiles
Colleen, who has been playing
with the club since she was 13
years odd and has seen the ups
and the downs.

The county intermediate fi-
mal was definitely an “up’ mo-
ment, coming off the back of
the 2015 county junior final win
against Watergrasshill where
Colleen was the star of the
show. She has played senior
B in the past but rewind back
five, 51 vears, the club regardied
from senior B to intermediate
and then to junior - but they're
hack now and in a far better
postton.

“There seems to be a lot more
interest now,’ she explains,

*There are some very tlent-
ed players coming up from ULG
and minor and there is a good

core of older players there al-
ready and they mix well.

‘Suzanne Deasy, Hilda
O'Mahony, Emma Crowley,
Calette Desmond, mvsell, we're
somee of the older girls and then
you have vounger players like
Maria Kenneally who came on
this year, Ashling O'Donovan,
they were all revelations for us.
It was miy first year playing with
them and 1 was delighted to
have Maria next 1o me or Ciara
O'Sullivan; you know you can
give them a ball and that they
will use it well. There's trust
there, throughout the team.”

Off the field, Mewcestown
made sure they left no stone
unurned.

They started training in the
last week of January, Buddy
O"'Mahony, the lecal publican
in Mewcestown, took the team
for strength and conditioning
classes in the hall for six wecks,
then Conor Condon took over
o the piteh with Sean Twomey
a massive assct, too. His drills,
Colleen says, were unreal, fault-
bess.

“The two guys who came on
board with us at the start of the
year, Conor Condon and Sean
Twomoey, they really added a
professionalism this season, It
wis a really professionzal well-
run set-up and we knew we had
a greal chanee of winning the
county, she says,

“We had Lisa O'Domovan do-
ing all the organising of match-
€5 50 We wenl inlo every game
very organised and we knew
whiat we wene mernt to do,’

Adver the 'up’ of the county fi-

MOMENT TO SAVOUR:
iColleen Twormey and her
daughter Fiadh celebrate the
county intermediate final
-

nal came the ‘down’ of Munsie
club intermediate camogie fina
against Lismore of Waterfore
who won, 1-10 to 0-B, the re
schiedulied final plaved at Castls
Road in Movember.

I’s one that still hurts Col
leemn.

‘It was a great experienos t
get 1o the Munster final bur w
never got off the ground tha
day," she says.

‘1 am still finding it wery hare
to take.

‘Myself, 1 didn't perform o
the day, my frees didn't gorigl
everything went wrong.

‘For a lot of us, we just neve
BOL BOURE.

“We achieved what we wang
ed 1o achieve last season and w.
did win the county 5o we hay
1o keep reminding ourselve
of that.

"Because [ hadn't played is
2014 1 hadn't suffered a came
gie defear since 2012, but thes
it went wrong in the Munste
final.”

Srill, Colleen and Newces
town achieved their numbe
one target and won the count
title, and it means a step-up b
standard in 2018 when they re
turn o the senior B ranks,

Iwouldn’t beone bitafraid c
amy team we'll come upagains
she says.

*Half the team know wh
it’s like up there at senior |
and over the last few years th
younger girh have Bot fiere
experience, they are used ¢
winning and they don’t knos
what it's like to lose in champ
onship.’

Calleen had waited 2 lon
time before winning her firs
camogie medal with Newces
v i 2005 and now afterpde
ing another to her colieet
b weanis e e rEw wen



= Mary Newmaen

THE Cork County Senfor B Camojgie
Ehmplunship iz always hotly con-
s

Made up of two groups, one with
five teams and one'with six, it was
golng to be a tough championship to
win.

The prize of promotion to the hig-
hest grade to participate among the
top clubs fin 2018 is the added bonus
in what b& a highly competitive cham.
pienship with the format being the
boa twea teamns from each group poing
on tocontest the semi-finals,

Brian Dilkon's, in their second year
im the grade, had setthed in well and
after some good results In their
leagie games, they were tipped to
have a big say In where the title
mlfhi *pgl.

sire O had been knocKing on the
door for several years and lost a
somi-final 1o eveniual winners bial-
low 1lae previous vear, and they weres
hoplng to go one better and finally
1ift the coveted crown.

Barryroe dropped down 10 Senlor
B three vears ago and, working haed
to re-extablizh themselves, they
looked to be sirongly positioned.

Neweomers Blackrock, promoted
following their intermediate cham-
plonzhip sueeess in 2006, ook Lhe
Sonior B leagune and, blazing a trall,
were (hie abde hotly tipped for cham-
plonship homoers,

Ballinhpesig re-graded from senior
while defeated finalists in 3006, Val-
loy Rovers, wene loqng o make the
big breakthrough and go one better.

Interesting thoves ancd an exciting
championship 1aid ahesd when the
eroups wera drawn as follows:
Group One (six teams): Carriga-
line, Fr O'Neill’s, Brian Dillon’s,
Barryroe, Blackrock, Eine (g,
Group Two (five teams)y: Valley
Rovers, Kilbrittan/Timoleague, Bal-
linhassig, and Clonakiliy.

First round games gof under way
on the lnst weekend in June and in
seciion one, Fr-O'WNeill's and Barry-
ro¢ had victories over Carrigaline
and Brian Dillon's, Blackrock and
Eiré Og played out a ihriller before
ending all sguare,

In section two, Clonakilty over-
came Aghabullogwe, but Kilbrittan/
Timoleague were unable to fcld
against Ballinhassig, and with the

Endter Waving o bye In ronmd two, they
were witheut o champienship game
anthl July 30owhen they nset angl i
feated Clonakikty,

On the same weekend Valley
Rovers, who ol recorded a win over
Clonakilty earlier in the manih,
mathe it back-to-back victortes with a
gond] performance against Aghabal-
logue, who hied defeatic Kilbritian /
Timoleague in round fwo,

All oves were focused on sectlon
ane az Carrigaline pot thelr first win
In poumnd fwo when they owirreame
Barryroe.

Brian Dilkon's were unable to Geld
-'!tl-]'.mi"l Bluckrock and the meeting of
Eire Op and Fr 0" Neill’s had to bo
postpomed die toa bereavement,

A% the woeks progressod there
wore some close games with Black-
rock continuing bo recond pood wins
over Barryroe and Carclgaline, Elme

Valley Rovers celebrate after defeating Blackro«k in the SE Systems Cork Camogie Senior B Championship final at Cast

=

[ -i-l'.. -

O defented Carrigaline and Barry-
roe, and Fr O° Neill's stayed in con-
fention with a win over Barryroo.
They drew with Biackrock and it was
skill all to play for in this section.

In section two Valley Rovers wero
gpoing aboul thelr business guietly as
they continued to impress with a win
over Kilbrittan Tinwleague,

Aphabullogne syvercame Ballin-
hassig and with one game left to play.
Ballinkassig needed (o beat Valley
Rovers to seciime o semib-final spol. A
dlefeat would send them Into a play-
ol with Aghabullogue for the other

Yanny Crowl

Mary Newman presents thi Evening lmu-;pnmmdph
defeated Blackrock in the SE Systems Cork Camogie Sendor B Championship final at Castle Road.

somi-final spot. _

In a close battle, Ballinhassig
shaded it o a1-11 to 0-12 scoreline (o
ensire they progressed with Valley
Rovers to the last four,

Back in sectlon one, Elre Og had
the upper hand on Fr O 8edll’s in the
lazt game in the geries where it fin-
ilied (=14 fo 14,

The resuli was enough (o seeure a
seml-final spot for Eire Og and pre-
venit o three-way play- off;

The zoene was set for the seml-fin-
als. Valley Kovers and Eire Og had
b Enocking at the door of tho sen-

e ™ e e

yer-of-match award to Valley Rovers defender Jennifer Murphy, after they

le Road,

™
Picture: Daved Keane

for B champianship for several years
while Ballinlaselg, having dro
down a grade, were pitted agains
debuniantz Blackrock.

Blackrock had fo hold on tight as
Ballinhmssig stiged @ sEong second-
half comeback 1o come to within &
ot after tralling by 10 poinds.

Ballinlsassig lead by a point with
five minuwtes remaining, bt a strons
response saw Blickrock win by a
paxint fo book thedr place [nthe final

The zecond semi-final wans another
thriller whers a labe Orla Deasy poal
was anongh to glve Valley Rovers a

Valleys atone for the
heartache of 2013

Picture: Diavid Keane

place in the SE Systems Senfor B
{inal om & 1-8 to -3 scoreline after
they turned o four-paint half-time
doflcit into victory.

The final wasz a hig day for both
cluba who wers battbing it cut for the
gecond biggest prize in Cork camao-

e

Blackrock were tipped by many to
take the title, but Valley Rovers, with
the pain of losing in 2043 s8ill very
mitch alive, were determined not to
b bridesmakds again.

Both sides Battled hard 1o gain the
upper hand and fam the throw-In
Valleys shpnalled thalr intent and de-
sire 1o =

They went on the attack from the
throw-in and took an early lead and
might have grabbed an early goal.
but for Clodagh Coughlan who
brought off two great saves

Blackrock settled into the game
andd, putting on the pressure, it was
they who grabbed the n:zn-_‘:nlrliI goal
when the impressive Michelle
Murphy fired a low shot across the
face of Gillan Harrington's goeal and
into the et

Biackrock held a four-point inter-
val lead, but Valleys didn't panic and
they showed their experience af this
lewve] with plavers such as Liz Bogler.
Gillian Harrington, Ena Cotghlan.
Mary Ann Hawloes, and Edlisen Foley
all having been bare before,

Captain, Katie Lynch, led the Rght-
back with a goal inside two minnbes
af the restart and a ding-dong battle
followed s the Blackrock girls dug
deep to hold their lewd and Valleys
battled to gt on o !

In the finish; an Eileen Foley goal
wiis the vital score that edped 'lr‘allesr's‘
in firont and sent them to dine at the
top tnble of Cork Camogie in 5018,

For many people it vwis s day nover
1 b forgotten a{,'rhmrs after they
wore founded, oy Rovers had
ressched the top, {



By Jennifer O'Leary

STAT ATTACK | Rena Buckley won a hat-trick of HE] Star award

~ CAMOGIE MATTERS

s5in both codes in 2006, 2007 and 2015

Appreqate Rena because
we won't see her likes again

‘M TEACHING Shakespeare
o my 2econd year English class,

We are discussing Homeo,
mi half of drama’s most tragic
ouple, and trying to decipher
in adjective that encompasses
1i% character. [ place a list on
he board and, in groups, the
iudents brainstorm on what
hey feel the most powerful
word is.

They take notes and then
hey present their findings
hrough use of key maments
n the play.

Larer, at home, 1 practiced
vhat I teach and put Rena
fuckley's name on the centre
f my page in preparation for
vriting this article, My list of
uwitabbe adjectives makes over
ny Ad sheet and [ am left with
in accumulation of words that
nake upthe player and the per-
on Biena s,

However, it's difficult to pick
ust ane word. The key mo-
nents she hasbeena part of are
werwhelming and too many.
| persist and narmow it down
o the following: livimg legend,
superstar, phenomenon, con-
sistent, role model, humble,
renuine, friend.

Rena, a native of Inniscarra,
catured heavily in newspaper
1eadlines around Ireland in
2017 Following her success as
-aptain when Cork lifted the
1Dy Cup last September.

She iz now the only player in
he history of the GAA 1o have
von 18 zenior All-Ireland med-
s, having claimed 11 i ladies”
potball and seven in camogie,
rom 2005 1o the present day.

Whart's also interesting is that
he is one of the few players
w0 have wion a hat-irick of All-
tar awards in both codes in the
ame vear — doing so in 2006,
007 and 2005, The only other
laver who has surpassed this is
ver g [riend Briege Corkery,
vhio achieved the double in five
lifferent years. Rena's club In-
iiscarra are also currently the
enior camogie champions in
sork; her influence onee again
5 the driving force within the
EAR,

With such a consistent re
ard, 4 house full of awards and
ledication to both sports both
n club and county, iT's only
ustified that Rena should be
puded and colebrated but she
foesn’t want any of that. She is
yrobably the most humble and

I-Hturrmalm-tﬂrk:q:ﬂlﬂm
Kilkenny last September. rtwasn.ﬂ:lers

Euu’sadﬁumwﬂsqreakfwﬂmnﬂhﬁ.
How many more All-Irelands will it take for
her talent, commitment and dedication to be

fairly recognised?

modest person you are lucky
enough to meet. There are no
airs and graces surrounding
this girl, she's as down 1o earth
as the grass growing in your
garden.

Thankfully I had the pleasure
of playing alongside Rema - aka
‘Bucks’ = between the years of
20005 and 2014 When she first
appeared onto the panel at the
agpe of 17, she was shy and one of
the balves within the tcam. She
has come a bong way since then,
she has grown in confidence
and has become a key player
for Cork.

We often had 1o mark one
another and | can’t say [ ever

enjoyed itas she i sticky and
very clever. She doesn't give
you an inch and when you think
you have the ball in your hand,
she quickly flicks it away. There
was always total focus with her,
cven during practice games po-
wards the end of o session, If
you decided you wanted to take
it easy, she would show you up.
During Rena's fiese year of
college m UCD studying physi-
otherapy, we found ourselves
in the Ashbourne final, only
this time a5 opponents. | was
in my final year in University of
Limerick and we were vying to
make history within our college
by captuning a three in a row.

Rennwas fying the Cork flag
alene for UCD while we had
playerslike Anna Geary, Angela
Walsh and Amanda O'Reganin
our arsenal, | remember Bena
having & iremendous game that
day. Commanding midfield, she
scored six frees and one from
play. It was almost like a free-
taking competition between ws
with those crucial scores being
the difference at the end of the
game. We were victorious that
dayy by 0-13 to 1-9 bast there re-
ally was nothing between us,

Hoow Bena manages to juggle
her sport with her own physi-
atherapy practice in Macreom
as well as studying for her Mas-
ter's degree in sports physio-
therapy in UCD bafiles me. She
appears o achieve what some
may view as the impossible in
the maost impossible ways, She
makes it work and somehow
finds a balance in her hectic life,

A nominee for the RTE
Sportsperson of The Year

award, Rena deservedly found
herzell iy the company of ath-
letes such as Michael McKillop,
Joe Canning, Paul O'Donovan
and Katie Taylor, toname a few.
Towas empowering fo see her in
the company of Irish greamess,
bt it's where she belongs,

Personally, I feel she was the
mast worthy of winning and it's
ot because of my affiliation
with Cork, with cpmogie and
with Rena my friend, it's be-
cause her achievements speak
for themselves. How many
more All-Irelands will it take
for her talent, commitment and
dedication 10 be fairly recog-
nised?

She is a role model of the
highest calibre to young and
old. She trains like a profes-
shonal athlete while also acting
like a pro and holding down a
physiotherapy practioe, She has
proven time and tme again tear
she is a winmer and has worked
hard every single vear-she has

Budkley Ifts the after the Rebels' Liberty Insurance All-Ireland senior . final wihagainst
"mﬂll Liberty camogie champlonship agal

winn the Cork jersey, in both
football and camogie

It’s hard for me to under-
standl the Irish public mindset
with their failure to vote for
this amazing woeman who is
still 50 young and has so much
yer 1o give, The winner, Repub-
lic of Ircland and West Brom
midfielder James MeClean, has
received much criticism for
claiming this honour, which
ism't right cither as it wasn't
chosen by him, it veas the Drish
public.

Rena ks young and still has
mitsch e 1o give in her Spor-
Her achievements haven't
come to a halt yvet, The past
year has mught me that she is
a force to be reckoned with amd
a person and a player like her
should be appreciated now,

Appreciate hoer in theé pre-
send time as there are very o
people in life whe can and will
achieve what she has achicved

already.



Sports Award for Na
Piarsaigh Camogie

HA Piarsalgh camogle team, winners of tha Juniae
A County Champlonship, were presented with the
Decamber 2017 North City & District Sports Award
ot & lunch at Clayton Hotel Silver Springs.

I1.Mnﬁma}ghmmﬂamﬂnlman. Cirta Con-
:5:? sgwwuﬁmmc Pml.'ri::mcmaq

] ; g ard, and
hadga Fogarty, Glanmire,
3. Amy Lo, tearm captain.
W 4. Torry O°Sullivan, chairman, judging panel, Koy
m:ﬂm' carmaogie. and Michael Ellard, judging
prana],
B 5. Safectors Trevor Allen and Trover Colamadn.
B & Ma Pirrsaigh , Lisa Burres, Aebecca
|7 mpﬂwﬂwdﬂa]w Dannatry, Sean

" . Far . 2 Sul-
ﬁ. fveni co-ordinalor, _mlulzvm Kavan.




Cork stars take to the floor for return of hit TV show

Former Munster and Ireland rugby star, Tomds O'Leary, and
kis dance partner Giulia Dotia,

RTE presenter Hirt;ﬂm, with his dance partner Ksenia Zsikhotska, as ‘Dancing With

the Stars’ waltzes o

AMNMA GEARY, Rob HefTernan. Tomis

O'Leary and the other celebrities taking

part in Pamnclng with the Stars have ns

vealed who tselr dance partners will be

for the new sertes. The pairings were

unveiled on Can't Stop Dancing on
I last night.

Cork™s All-Ireland winning canvogie
captain and former Rosa of Trales final-
ist. Anna, has bean paired with Kal
Widdrington, who made it all the way o
week nine last season. Kai has twice ap-
peared on ITY's Britain’s Cor Talen,
making the final in 2012 and semi-final
in 2014 Anna and Kai are the early fa-
voitrifes with the bookios.

Recently-crowned Athbete of the Year
Raob Heffernan will take to the floor
with Emily Barker. She was unlucky in
lasi vear's competitien when she and
her celel partner, Big Brother contest-

on Sunday night on RTE 1 at 6.30pm.

B Grainne McGuinness

ant Hughie Maughan, became the firsi
couple to be eliminated from the show.

Cramd Slam winning scrum-halfl and
former Munster rughy player Tomis
('Leary will partner Gialia Dotta, who
danced with comedian Des Bishop all
the way to hiz zhock elimination in
week six Last year.

Valeria Milova, who won kast year
with GAA plaver Akdan O°'Mahony, this
vear partners comedian and broad-
caster Bernard (°8hea.

Amanda Byram and Nicky Byrne re-
tirn once agakn to preseit the sortes on
RTE One from 6.30pm on Sunday.

Also refurning this vear is ihe expert
panel of judges — including Brian Hed-
mond, Loraine Barry and Julian Ben-
[aly 8

M,

i

TV star and former Cork All-Ireland winning camogie cap:
tain, Anna Geary, and her dance partmer Kai Widdrington.

Aoife Murray to captain Rebels in 2013

BY DENIS HURLEY

ALL-IRELAND senior camo-
git champions Cork get their
national league campaign un-
derway on Sunday as they host
Galway at Castle Road (Zpm},
with manager Paudie Murray
admitting that the early star
may count against his side. -

VWhereas the 2007 league be-
gan on February 18th, teams
are in action five weeks sooner
this timie roumsd. With Cork hav-
ing ondy recently re-assembled,
Murray says he's ‘notexpecting
a lot', but doesn't intend 1o use
rhar as an cxcuse,

“We've only a few days’ work
dome.” e says.

The Galway game is coming
a bit early but we'll get thar out
of thee way nnd then work away.
I didn’t want to do anything
before Christmas as there was
no point in flogging the girls,
we came back four weeks early
fior 2017 bast there wis & Strong
appetite there after how 2016
had gone, you canm't go full tike
all the time.

*| fear that the early siart is
badly thought out. We're hacky
thar we have our own pitch but
how many counties don't have
their own grounds?

‘T don't think that 100 many
clubs would be giving out their
main pitch at this time of year if
the conditons are bad.”
been no since kast
year gnd he doesn't cxpect or

foreser any others.

The new captain, his sister
Anife, i5 injured, as is Gemma
O'Connor, while Kena Buck-
ley and Eimear 0'Sullivan are
not back in training yet while
Katrina Mackey will miss the
mational league as she i study-
ing in Germany.

The captaincy isn't a case of
nepotism at play, either - goal-
keeper Aoife was nominated
by the county champions In-
MESCAFTL

The Mid-Cork club retained
the tithe they had won in 2006,
whien they nomin:ated their star
praver Buckley.

She felt unable 1o give the
commitment e the roleagam. -
Rena would only do semething
like that if she could do it fully,”
Murray says, ‘she wouldn't just
b im it for the honour and the
glory.” = and with no other guar-
anteed starter, they went for
another Muskerry native in the
Cloughduy netminder.

The manager certainky has
o reservations aboat the qual-
ity of the cholee.

“You look at it objectively.”
he says, ‘she has been there
fior 16 years and has won eight
All-lrelands, and for the last
13 years she has been driving
down from Dublin for training
and matches,

*Shie has served her appren-
ticeship well and 1 think that
the decision has been well re-
ceived.”

A leader by example, who's

Spedal occasion: Libby
her All-lretand win with
Park Hotel

not afraid vo let her team-mates
know if standards need o be

upped?
‘Wo better woman,” her

. St Colum's Camogie Club and Cork sendor player %
and friends at the Cork Camogie Board's presentation of miedals and victory dinner at Rochestown

brother agrees, and you can in-
chede me in that too, $le won't

(Photo: ke Englsh)

hold back there! It'll be an inter-
eating year, certaindy.”



presents its medals

AT the Cork Camogle Assoclation celebraticen

dinner and medals presentation ceremany at The

Rochestown Park Hotel were

B 1. Anne Margaret Ring with Peler and A6 Smith, all

traem Madiedon,

B Z; Ciara Murphy, Carigaling, Lauran MeCany,

Toghes, and Kabe Gorcoran, Enniskeans,

W 3. Chioe Sigarson, Filleagh, and Maese McCarthy,

Glanming,

B 4. Chona and Eilean Hoaly, Aghatullogue.

B 5. Caek caplain Rena Buckiey and team-mates Crla

Cater and Eimear O'Sullivan.

B 6 Gilian Foley, Aochesiown, and Chioa Lynch,

Bishopstawrn,

W 7. Mary Sheshan and Many Newman, bath Glen

Riowars,

B & Evanng Ml Chiilinn, RTE; Cir Mary Shisids, dopu-

tiing for tha Lord Mayor and Tracey Kennedy, Cork

Gaounty Board choirpérsan

W 0. Taarn menager Faudie Muray and Niall Collins,

1nam mandgement

W10, Pt and Jackis McCarthy, Balhyvolane,
Pictures: David Eeane




Equality push far from over

Daragh O Conchyir

Mew Cork Caplain Aoife Migr.
LAY 5ave that there is still a
long way to go fop WOIeh to be
ireated equally to thelr male
Counterparts within the
Gaolle parmes family.
Speaking at vestordav's
tnunch of the Liftlewoods ire-
fand Camogie Leasgues, which
et uniderway on Sumday with
& round of Division 1 games,
Murray hailed the success of
the recent inaugural All-Stars
our to Madrid as a vital devel-
opment in providing ca TGEie
players with parity of estesm,
In & week when the LGFA
announced o number of high-
profile  double-headers
throuwghout the Mational
Lengues. she also noted that
camogie had shared §ts Divi-
sion 1 Leagne final with the
hurling equivalent for a
number of years and been part
of 8 pumber af championship
douhle-headers as well
There remainz & road to
irivel thowgh, she polnts out.
“It's great that we're trving
i matcl, with the hurling
lengnie vear apaln but the
ather sideis how do we get
pliches foF all our games?”

&

=5kl the winner of eight All-

Irelands and =even All-Stars.

“As miich as GAA, camogle
and ladies football are coming
clozer and closer together, |
know eamogio teams that are
paying €200 a night to fust gat

somme training facilities. So it's
grest in one instance but then
yiui"ve got fo dedal with on ihe
ground. issues. We're taking
big steps but sometimes vou
have te look at the small stops.

“It's great we're getiing

S —

funding as well from the Gov.
ernment. [ woubd alwavs think
we should ged more.

“We pet €500,000, the men
get €1.6m. They want gender
quotas in the Governmant for
equallty buf yet we're petting

Cork’s Anife Murray at yesterday's launch of the 2018 Litthewoods  *

Ireland Camogie Leagues,

GO0 grand. Mow that €8 500
that we will get this vear will
make such a difference, [t
merans we e denl mope with
the schenee of the game, which
Will help riot just us, bt every
other county. In 10 years’
time, having a GPS, a heard
monitor will just be the domne
thing. Having hydrotherapy
paols will be the done thing,
Buit if we still have to pay €200
bty use GAA grounds?

“We bring maney to train-
g 1o buy o food, We dont
do it bogrudgingly because we
know how much has been
done for 8, As oo of the glirls
sail "I'm taking off o GPS
moniter, I ean't complain
aboul paving a fiver for seme
food” but then you see the
Cork footballers getting their
free ranners. You dos't be-
grudge them bt it slhows that
there's still o way to go yel.”

The Cloughduy goalkeeper
will migs the start of the
Mational League after having
Muid removed from her ke
last monih, while Gemma
O Connor will also ba abseni

Pictire: knphiyTan Sheridas

ns she continues (o recover
from the consequences of
plaving the All-Ireland final
and aclub mateh with dam-
figed knee lgnnents,

The firture of last vear's All-
Ireland-winning skipper Rena
Buckley remaing unknown
and Murray's nomination by
Buckley’s clab, comnty cham-
pions Innlscareca, to suceeod
the 20017 Player of the Year
casts doubl over whether hor
leng-time colleague will re-
furm to the fold,

"I don’t Know, o be honest,
But 1 certalnly won'i rotlre
Henn!™ sabd o smiling Murray,

“I'm very, very lucky to call
Hena o really good fricnd of
mine, | hope 1o God she doos
come back but for a waman
who has given so miich to the
game, If she does make that
call, I'll respect that, 111 be
putted. She was playing bettor
than ever [ast vear, T think i
was the right decl=ion to plek
one coteand I hope o God §1s
camogie this year butifit™s
not T will give her my 100%;
support.”

_—
Home comforts can aid Sacred Heart's quest

BY KIERANMCCARTHY

HOME advantage could help
Sacred Heart Clonakilty over
the line in Saturday's Munster
colleges’ senior B camogie final,
insists manager Brian Daly.

The Clon school is back in a
provincial final for the first time
sence they beat 5t Mary's High
School, Midleton in Clonakilty
three yearsago, and Daly hopes
the home support will make a
difference this weekend as it did
in 2015; throw-in at Ipm.

‘The crowd was the differ-
ence three years ago,” he said.

‘It our first time back in a
Munster final since then, we
have been there or thereabouts

SCHOOLS CAMOGIE

bast never got to a final, we won
acounty tithe but never got back
b sendor final like thiz =0
we're hoping for a big mrnout
like we got against Midleton -
and that made a difference.’

In 2015 Sacred Heart went
all the way 1o the All-Ireland
senior C final where they lost
10 5t Dominic’s College Dublin
in Nenagh, and a number of
the younger players from rhat
team now form the core of the
CUTENT group,

Current Leaving Certs in-
clude Ciara Ryan (Clonakiley),

Daire O'Brien (Enniskeane), Clara Crow-

Final preparations:
, Claire Anna Flynan (all
Eﬂ?tﬁmﬁwmmmmm

Munster decider

Balinascarthy) and Orla

A= el

imh'aw’. :

Clara Crowley (Ballinascar-
thy), Lorraine Dineen (Kil-
brittain/Timoleague), Orla
Lowney (Clonakity), Katie Sax-
ton (Kilbrittain/Timoleague)
and Orla Fahey (Kilbrirtain/
Timoleague), and this gives
Sacred Heart plenty of experi-
ente of the big days our, crucial
ahead of the clash against the
fancied Ursulines of Waterford
this Saturday.

As in 2003, there are a farge
cohort of third years in this
team, including poalkeeper
Daire O°Brien who usually
plays out field, Hannah Sexton,
Katelyn Dineen and Jessica Me-
Carthy.

In the Munster semi-final
Clonakilty came back from five
points down to beat 5t Flan-
nan's of Ennis by 2-5t01-5, and
more of that character will be
needed against the free-scoring
Waterford school on Saturday.

‘In this championship there
wis . roasd-robin firse of all, we
played Borrisokane in our open-
ing game and we won quite well,
by 12 points, and then we played
MNenagh andwon by four points:
both those games were played
in Mallow,” Daly explained.

‘We qualified for the semi-
final and we beat St Flannan's in

| i
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team's eight Leaving Cert students who

Munster final; back form left, Clara Ryan, Lorraine Dineen,

"We have a good team here,

|

il PR s SR

Experlence matters: Sacred Heart senior

will lead the team in
mamm.umhmmmmpmmmmmmmmumw
Orla Lowney.

CIT. We were five points down  group, in their semi-final and
at half time and we won by two  they bear them by 18 points,”

inthe end, Orla Lowney got two
goals, the second just minutes
from the end.”

Daly is under no illusions
about the challenge ahead,
however. "Ursulines played
Nenagh, runners-up in our

o

=

hie said,

They are an excellent team,
they won the All-Ireland junior
tithe last year, they will be up
Senior next year so we know we
have a big challenge ahead - but
we are ready for thar,

we're strong across the field
and we have prepared well for
this.’

Fingerscrossed Sacred Heart
can repeat the result from three
years ago and bring the Mun-
ster title back to Clonakilty
again.
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. ORLACRONIN

P When Barryroe’s Jennifer O'Leary retired
from inter-county camogie, West Cork lost
s finest-ever camogie player —and while her
E. boots will never be completely filled, Orla
439 Cronin has done her bit to keep the West
- Cork flag flying on the national scene.
k5 =
b N The UCC student is starting
Wer fifth season on the
sEmior team in “"’
previpus four campalgns,
she has contested an All-
Ireland final every year
and has three winner's
meclals to her name.
inn Cork jersey er per-
formance in the All-lreland final
or of the match award, and the 22
old has the potential to movern
next level and become 2 MAINSE
the Rebels for years 10 comme

"ﬁmm-uﬂnwmﬂ“@-‘-

ing Cert student,
and team captain,
Clara Crowley |

is hoping to
pass the
Munster
colleges'
senior B
camogie
final test this
Saturday
What's the one thing you can't Bve without? My IPhone — it
is my lifeline at 2l times.
What would | find In your fridge right now? Miky Ear Yo-
ghurts.

Hame one element your sport could /should take from an-
obher? incamogie we should wear shorts insteadof skarts.

What do you think about when you're alone In your car?
i 1ever pass my test, | willlet you know!

Whao has been the biggest influence on your sporting ca-
reer? My Dad, as he has great patience and has been there
fromthe start.

Plck two celebrities to be your parents: My parents are
celebrities enough... Intheir own minds!

What do you think cats dream of? All Cats dream of the Liam
McCarthy Cupt

Shinty.

If you joined a circus, what would you perform? A llon tamer,

If you could get rid of one county in lreland what would it be
and why? Let's concentrate on getting back the ones we
havelost akready.

What would you do if you found a penguin in your freezer?
Keepit asapet

Before we let you go, teach us something that we don't
There are elght Leaving Cert students playing for Sacred

Heart Secondary School Clonakity In the Munster senior
B camogie final on Saturday in Clon — and | amone of them!

Lrara Lrowley, 18, Trom Cappa. Enniskeand. el caplaln e




‘I'll be walking into a dressing room
full of captains’

A%afe Murray is the new captain of All-Ireland camogie champions Cork,
who begin their Littlewoods Ireland League campaign against Galway at
Cork Camogie Grounds tomorrow. A sister of manager Paudie and former
All-Ireland-winning Rebel hurler Kevin, the 34-year-old Cloughduv

goalkeeper is going into her 17th year at senior level and hoping to add to
her tally of eight All-Irelands and seven All-Stars

Interview by Daragh O Conchiiir

O: Did the captaincy contribute to your
decision to play on in 20187

A: | was really considering retiring, F'm not
Gaing to e, | 24k dowmn with those who are clo-
551 to ma. W discussad it and a1 the end of
the day, you're retined long enough, I'va
spoken 1o & lot of people who probatily felt
thiey ratined a yaar or fwo befona they should
have and regretted that. 'd much prefer to go
back and for that to be the wiong decision,
than to not go back and that be the wreng
TECigNL,

It was firsl mooted about the captainsy i
early January, It would have been & childhood
drearm of mine &nd | think ¥ armybody saed thy
never dreamd of 1, they'd be ling o you. Its
an amazing oppariunity and & really nica
towch fo do thal for me

Q: Having slepped away once belore al the
and of 2015, you know what it teels like to
realise you'd made that wrong call,

Az Actusity, yeah. | thought then This is i’
Onee that hour went back, #'s completedy dil-
ferent. Your mindset complobely changes,
You'ra Ioking a1 the iovely long evenngs.
You're sl in louch with soma of the girds.
They'ne: complaining thad have o go
training and you'ne thinking *I'd love 1o be
going 1o fraining|” | was a massive lasson for
me and it mgde e nol jump info it IV sasy
afler you win 10 jump into a gecision of ratiring
because you'ne leeling S0 goedd but you Know
whai, mosl of the sasy decesions | have made
in my Iile ke baen wrong so | took a bit of
tirme i think. about it.

Ok Was Pawdle staying on a tecior?
A it probably would have besn. | wasn't
10 make a8 GecEin until he had ong
macta. it ha had gone back, |wouldn’'t hee led
:Tbam-.&ng dt;';mmmm{mw
! my parents and my
diwn. My Dad had a stroke ago and us
r.'llimng and baing involved Is such a boost. |
hanvenT s00n my parents since | was an-
nounced as capiain but | ko from taiking fo
HIENMNIM!WW absolutaby
g,

G You were always known as a leader in
the dréssing room. Will the captainey
change anything? - _ _
A: | hope nat. 1hink, &5 a capiain, Pm gute
lucky ko Tiava the panel of players that are
thare. Far me o walk inlo the dressing noom
as caplain, 'l be walking inbo a dressing room
full of capiaing. i that's nat how it i3, we'ra at
nothing anyway, whather I'm captain or not.
Girts that ane in thare now, have all lost and
have all won. Those girls e wall able to lesd
froem the front. | saw that in last year's final, the
attityde thay had, the patience, the
composiee and the maturty. 1T be hoping the
ondy difference for me this year ks having to
pech “heads or als®,

G How do you reflect on 20177

A; Everybody is aaying to me e had a greal
yaar' and I'm saying the difgrence was six
mirndes babwean us having a good year - ba-
Caizsa weir dBdn'l have a graal year, il was a
mur—wm hawing an absolutaly

. S0 wa're not getling carried

vy, Wia Rave a nice grvironmient af hon-
“ﬂm “m“ wnll Il B in mﬁm

ol 1
nt sdoae, wivo [nios
daeal with tho

partnership that continues 1o

broak new geounsd Inthe wodds

of fashion and sper inlireland. .~
&,

uritil tha @nd of July 5o wa've losds tawork on
And indiwitiual plivgers know they could writs
out 10 things they nead to work on — | cer.
tainky heve, Yiou can't rest on your laureis,

0: What are the targets for the Litlewoad:
Ireland Leagus?

A: It's starting S0 early this year, I1's loo soor
for maa, undoriunabely. I'm coming back from 2
knae injury, Germma [D'Connar) is coming
back from a knee injury. 'S & pity 85 wa lovec
playing the League kst year, B was a great
faundation for us for the championship, Es-
pacially when you're obder 84 il samblimes
takas a litthe bit longer 1o ged the Sitness back
Wie'wa got a lot Eﬂqllﬁi Inwobiad with collbge
gimies &5 wall, So 1'd say ('l be guilte an ox-
pesirmanlal team, Lixst year we got Chios Si-
gersoa, Niamh MoCarthy and Libby Coppang
& iroam the League. I wo couid god anothar
b 0 Thiee, win of base, i'll be worlhehile,
Losing the League final was awlul, 05 wo hac
70 per cant of the possedainn bud we burmed b
around afteraarnds and it was & Super leam-

ingy

O We know you have been managing
chronic back pain caused by herniated
discs and damaged vertebrag lor years,
and ware lodd 1o by o consuliant to slop
playing In 2013, But whal's the story with
the knee?

A: | don't have any cartilage in my right knea
My right kniea cap his shﬂhnd an:rlulhn rightl
80 it"S jusd bond on bong, | ended up getting @
eyat a1 the back al my kaee and | gt it drainos
& few weeks back. | got an injectian af the
fronl fo bry and replace the canilage, Sa l've
goit fower waeks of renab irying bo build up the
calves, the guads, the giules (o tny and iake
thiat impact, H's naver gonna be fed but i |
can ?ﬂurwgh...mtmr. it waes badoon-
irg. | ksad it strapped for the finall The Friday
bedone, | got down on my kneas to talk o my
thrgg-year-odd niece, She's from Decry 50 1
lowee et Bccent. Thon | looked at my brothar
Kevin and said "You're gonma have 1o hels me
up hera,’

G You ook par in the inaugural All-Stars
tour to Madrid. How imporiant was that
development,

A We knew it was imporiant bedose it hap-
panied bt we all folt @ was such a Success be
cauesa, firstly it was really enjoyabde. It was a
supef almosphare and gatting lo socialise
with all the other girls is somathing | haven'l
had the sppadunity 1o da in years, Back in the
day, you'd 9o 1o a restauran and b a bees
of v with thi opposition. You don't 9o thal
in the last 10 years. Foe the Boes of me and
Gemmma it was like going back In tims. Wa
coukd relas with these poople you'd be beal-
ing the haads off of and 'we were all abla to
i genafl b the cralc. It was gread fun. But
nat cndy that, the gama showed how it's mow
ing on with the spéed of it and the skills. It
Shaws wie'ng in 3 batter phace than @ kd of
people realise. Thire was greal ledback
hene brom peopse | know al haventa clue
aboul camadgin, THend WaS S0 NagRihity,
pecple saying il should have happéned
&gnmnymcnn‘lgum.mmmtal{;m
pening now and now it has happened onca,
has 1o hapgen again and for the gits thal ane
these in tvo years, (08 be bigger and Doetler,



u Mary Newman

THE Intermediate championship,
with just five teams participating,
was played on a round-robin
series and with four teams to
emerging to play in the semi-final
the pressure was on not to be the
one to lose out.

Enrlier in the season, the Intermedi-
ate teams had joined forces with the
Senbor B clubs to participate in the
leagie and it proved very succesaful,

Junbor A county champions of 2016
Newtownshandrom made a returm o
ihe intermediate grade, Enniskeans
Isad battled over the years to take the
title and having lost out in the 2016
final to Blackrock they were focused
on going one better, With former Kil-
kenny All-Star Elaine Alward joining
their backroom team as a selector
there was huge enthusiasm.

Mewcestown had enjoyed a tremen-
dous league campaign, in their second
seazon down at intermaediate level,
With plenty of young emerging talent
in their ranks they went in as the side
hartly tipped o be there at the finish,
Tracton and Sliabh Bua were twe
elubs who had other contenders.

pewcestown gquickly installed them-
selves as the side to watch in cham-
pionship as they turned in a superb
display in the opener to defeat Mow-
townshandram in the championships
opening roumd game on an impressive
219 ti 0-8 seoreline. Tracton held on in
a tight game fo get the apper hand ap
Slitkah Run, 2-11 to 2-10, with Ennis-
keane having a bye,

Mewcestown sai back and relaxed s
the other four faced into round
two. Tracton and Mewtownshanrdrom
Maved ot an excifing contesi- 11 p;uals
and 23 points were recorded in total
and it waz Mewtown who were smiling
at the finlsh as they recorded a four-
it win, 612 to 5-11. Slinbh Rua waro
hioplng to bounce back after losing oul
in round one but Enniskeane were too
strong on the day.

Boosted by their good opening roand
Enniskeanz kept it going and in round
three remained on course. Mewces:
town overcame MNewtownshandrum.
By this stape a patiern was ecmerging
and going into the last round Enmnis-
keane and Newcestown had thelr
places secured, Newlownshandram,
Sliabh Run and Tracton with one vie:
tory each woere all in the running for
the remaining semi-final spots. Trae-
tan and Sliabh Bua emerged after a
three-wiy play-off.

Enniskeane booked their place in
the final with an impressive 5-11 to 14
victory over Tracton. while neigh-
hours Mewcestown hoad a 46 to 02 vie-
tory over Slinbh Kua

Come ihe final, many of the players
lirved oaat as divisional colbeagues for Car-
bery against St Catherine’s in the 2en-
for quarier-final eadlber that weekeml

Enniskeats (ool the junbor tike in 2013
o hisd worked hard since then to take
the next step. In 2006 thay reachied the
fnal only tolose out to Blackrock, who
defeated Newoestown in the semi-final

The shibes mel twioe eartier in 2017
Meweestown took the leagee thile with
a 214 to 1-8 victory and in the round
rabin series of games in championship

ewcestown’s
memorable year

Neweestown's Amy Murphy gathers the sliothar ahead of Lismere’s Shona Curran during the AIB Munster Senjor Camogie Club
(hampionship final at Castle Road.

Enniskeamne had a 4-6 to 1-11 wickory,

A storming second-hall performance
where they outscored their opponents
by elght scores to.one was the Spring-
board for Newcestown"s victory in an
entertaining SE Systems Intermetiste
Championship final in Brinny.

Newcesiown were fn determined
meood bat they found themselves play-
g second fiddle to a mofivated Ennis-
keana all throagh the opening half.

The ganmce was eight minutes old be-
forn we had the opening score Snzanne
Densy converting a Newcestown free.

Danielle Carroll showed her as
she (oak on the Neweasiown defenice (o
level the scores and with Siobhan
(O'Driseoll adding to their tally Ehey hit
the fpomt.

Enniskeane squanidering two score-
ahle froes and they found thomselves
in arrears as Colleen Twomey con-
verted for Newoestown.

With their defence closing down at-

Hewcestown after becoming the Cork (amongie Intermediate League winners in 2017.
They'd also added the championship crown.

tack after attack Ennlskeane grew in
confidence and with their nimble ai-
tack troubling the Newcestown de-
fence they hit the front with three
goals In a seven-minnte spell.
Megan O'Regan hit the first, before
captain Orla Colghlan wis possession

and showed great pace to net from the
edge of the square. Battling to get
somoething Colean Twomey. pointed
bt Ennlskeane grabbed their third
goal with Sinead Hurbey on target.

Mewcestown finlshed the half
sironger Marin Kenneally and Coledto
Desmond painting to narrow the gap
before the break where Enniskeane led
-3 to -8,

On the resumption Enniskenns went
an the attack buat conld find o way
throngh, Therese MeCarthy and
Maria Konneally cut the deficlt to'a
wint before Chara O Sullivan got the
!ut touch in a goalmouth scrambie (o
give Mowcestown the lead. Twomey's

Pictuse; Howand Cronwdy

@@ Newcestown put
up a brave battle in
the Munsterclub
championship but
lost out to a very
goodLismoresidea®

free lovelled matiers and driven on by
the excellent Desmond, Zerica Griffen
and Twomey they availed of every op-
portunity that came their way.

Desmond pointed, Danielle Carroll
tevelled it bafore Desmond edged her
side and Twomey mailed two frees to
push the load to thres, Enniskeans ap-
plied pressure but needed thelr players
i push forwerd more as Mewcestown
crovwded them out and guelled any
hope they had of finding an eguiliser,

Desmond was named as Evening
Echo Plaver Of the Match following a
superh display. She won ber Arst adali
championship medal with her club
just two weeks before her next big day
when she walked down the aisle for
her wedding o Fintan O Toole, & form-
er Evening Echo colummndst, :

Mewcestown put up a brave hatthe in
the Munster club championship but
lost ouf to an expericnced Lismons
sl

Cork get
campaign
underway
at home

TOMORROW
Cork v Galway,
Littlewond's Irgland

l& Leagues Division 1

Cork Camogie Grounds,

Castle Read, Zpm

THE 2018 Littlewosds Irelamnd
Mational League Division One
seazon begins in eatnest this
weakend as reigning cham:
pions Kilkenny travel to Clare
to-begin the defence of their
title and achieve a thres-in-a-
row, while All-Iretand cham-
pions Cork begin their cam-
palgn with a challenging open-
ing round at home to Galway
in Castleroad.

Paudie Murray will cer
tainly want to go far, to get as
MAany games as thbe oul o-
it, but he will use his foo:
guarantesd group game:
ngainst Galway, Offaly, Tip
perary and Wexford o expeori
ment with current fring:
players and new blood.

Mew Cork captain Aoifs
Murray is injured with Ame
Lea of Na Piarsaigh’s likely t
take her place. Gemma 0" Con
nor is also recovering from in
jary while Renas Buckley anc
Eimear O'Sulllvan are yet un
decided on their intentions fio
2018, Pamela Mackey due tc
other commitments has 1i
mited availability at presen
while sister Katrima is un
available until April

Meabh Cahalane returning
from injory will figure agair
in Cork’s defence. All-Irelanc
:ﬂ.ury time heroine Julie

ile will start and will hops
that 2008 gives har o deservec
break from injuries.

Pandie is suee to give Murthes
opportanktics (0 Finola Nevil
le, Linda Colling and Lauwrer
Homan in addition to r:al:l!mE
on other club players and Cor
milrsors of the Last conple of sea
soms to see i the potential is ir
them for the top flight

After another year of unres
in Galway. off the field, w
wait to see il the public spa
will inspire or dishearten the
county. The entire 2017 man
agement teain were sackes
and wven the appointment pro
cesx of & new manager camea i
for heavy eriticism firom ex
Maye Ladies Foothall bos
Frank Browne who put hi
name forward for the role
Tony O'Donovan was the se
lection commitiee’s chojoe
Tony from the Oranmar
Maree Club guided the Galwa:
U16s to twee All-Treland tiiles

Galway have had =0 muct
underage suceess over the pas
cotple of decades and reall
should be acqguitiing themr
splves tar better in the senia
grade. 217 saw them win thei
third Ibn & row U164 AlL-lre
land titke in addition to th
minor All-Ireland trophy wis

There is so0 much analys;
required in the game toda
and what iz cracial is knowin
the team you are playing ir
side out-and ensuring vou g
your match-ups right. it’
what won Cork thelr 271

champlonship title last So
tembar. '




Daragh O Conchiir

Galway renew acquaint-

appointing, looking hack, We

Hennelly has faith in new guard as Galway reset o

Upheaval and Galway camo-
ElE seem {0 go hand-in-hand
IN Tecent vexrs and, despite
having gone so close to defeat-
Ing subsequent champions
Cork in the All-lreland
semi-final lagt vear, the
Tribeswomen have gone into
the new season with a
fourth manager in as many
CRmpalgns.

No-ome would suggest such
in approach |z conducive toa
team s development, as the
process of implementing
siructures and style of play
must start again, while the
players and management
begin their respective assess-
menis of ofe another,

Tony O'Donovan comes
into'the job on the back of

‘Galway 1o the All-fre.
Lamd | ﬂll!nrmnshtp and
Rabecta Honmelly hopes that
he cam bring that golden
wuchio the b t stage.

ances with Cork at Cork
Camogbe Grownds on Sunclay
in the marquee tie, as the
Littlewoods Ireland Camogie
Leagues begin with a full
round of Diviskon 1 games.

It iz a stern test, but
Hennelly can't wait

"I'm looking forward to
sunday to see how things go,
to see where we are at.
ton’t really know Teny, but
we're learning and we"re ook-
ing forward to the league, o
getting games. He's getting to
Enow us and we're getting to
ke Nl and that's what the
league 18 for, before we got
into the championship

It s very evident, from her
tone and also the glistentng of
her eves, that the memory of
falling & goal short of the
Eebels at the Gaelic Grounds
last August is still very raw
for Hennelly,

“IThere are] lots of regrets
from last year, It was very dis-

didn't perform at all against
Cork and we still could have
won it Its hard to look back
on that — when youn're not
retforming and you just can't
geem to get it right — and now
wi've a.new manager again.
It's hard, but sure what can
you do only stay going and iry
o el it right.”

The managerial merry-go-
round cannot be helpfal, but
even before the departure of
All-Ireland-winning manager
Tony Ward in 2015 and subse.
guent one-year terms of Oie
Bergin, who resigned. and
Merk Dunne, who was gacked
in acrimoenious circum-
stances last Octoboer, it was
one of camogie's groat
puzzles: That Galway were
nof cashing kn on the talent at
their disposal,

“We have so much ability in
the panel. We have great
players, a greal team. Ji%s
abrid getting it right on the

day and performing We can't
seem to gel a consistent
performance over the vears
and it's just trying to find
that,” Hennelly concedes.
Galway won the All-lreland
mingr titke fn 2017, and their

Ule success completed a
three-in-a-row at that grade,
0 the conveyor bell coptinu-
es to prochice guality players.
With & séven-strong Sars-
flebds contingent wnavablable
due o their involvement in

Another prize for Na Piarsaigh’s camogie play;r;

nce more

Rebecca Hennelly at the launch
of the 2018 Littlewsods Ireland
Camogie Leagues. Follow
the action on Twitter @0Fficial-
Camogie, Instagram/Official-
Camogie, or on Facebook/Official
CamogieAssociation using

Pictere:; Dan Sheridan

the club champlonship and
Niamh Kilkenny sidelined
until March after an oper-
afion on her jaw, there will be
chances for players (o create
an impression on O Donovan
anel hig fellow mentors,

“We have loads of yvoung
players coming through and
there are o lot of new ones this
vear. It's great to see them
pushing for places and giving
the rest of us a run for'sur
meney. 11 be a totally diffier-
ant team from what you've
used fo. We're missing & pood
few, but it gives londs of otler
girks an opportunity.

Taw. 201%

Joe Kennedy, general
manager of Clayton
Hotel Silver Springs
hotel, presenting the
North City & District
Sports Award for Da-
cember 2017, to Cather-
:-e Allen, chairpersen of
; w

Fiarsaigh camegie club
at Clayton Hotel Silver
Springs. The team were
winners of the Junier A
County Championship.

Pictuee: (enis Minihane

Four-point margin sees Kilmessan erowned All-Treland

junior club eamogie champions

Kilmessan (Meath) 0-9

Clanmaurice (Kerry) 0-5

KILMESSAN CAPITALISED ON their second bite of the cher_'lj.' to become AIB
All-Ireland Junior Club Camogie champions for the second time after a strong
second half performance against a resolute Clanmaurice at Silvermines.

John Watters’ outfit were never in front in the drawn encounter at Cl_-ettyard
and it took a goal with almost the last act of the game in the third minute of

E-vl"rn o

Iy R - £ e

i i
from Aileen Donnelly to secure a replay, four minutes after Aocife

KILMESSAN: A M Dennehy, A Walshe, R Kelly, C O'Leary, L (}'Neil!, A
Lynch, T King, S Horan, M O’Leary, K Ni Choiledin, A Donnelly, M Ni r
Choileain, K Gorman, M Thynne, L Dennehy. Subs: N Doyle for Gorman (45)

CLANMAURIUE: A Maunsell, M Costello, N Leen, 'I' Moran, E:. Kyall, &
Murphy, O Young, P Diggin, 1. Collins, A Behan, O Dineen, Collins, S Horgan, .J
Fitzell, J Horgan, A M Leen,




Murray:
You'dhave
tobe

happy

REACTION

w Linda Mellerick

1IN what was an impressive
start for an opening league
garme and only back training a
week. Cork manager Paudie
Murray was obviously con-
terit wilh how his charges ac-
quitted themselves yesterday,

“Yeali, [ suppose we've very
litthe dome for the 14th of Janu-
ary and vou'd have to be
happy with it

& main thing for moedur
ing the Matienal League, par-
ticularly after winning 1he
All-Ireland last year wad the
attitucle of the players. We cer-
tainly dan’t want players got-
tirg carried away with them-
gplves and 1 thought that side
of things was wery, very pood.
There's a nice pagithe vl in
the dressing room."

Cork settled after five min-
utes, and after thal Galway
were chasing the game with
some good inter-play and
movement particulary in the
forward line. Pandle agreed:
“Thirteen peints boday with
the rain that has fallen over
thi paist number of days you'd
have to b happy with il

“we want a couple of

Jayers to be putting their

nel up again this year and

that’s what we'll be looking for
during the leagme."

Sa, i that the main goal of
this teague campalgn? ' “Yeah,
we've dalwavs gone that way
with the league. IT we can gel
two players out of the league
i1l be a snecess, | think we got
iliree Last ymir, ™

Will Cork have their full
All-lreland championship
team avidlable this year? Have
there heen any retirements?

“wo not at the moment and
we hope that™s the way it°il
siay.” he smiled.

=W ve Wexford away next
woekend so that's a nice irip
for us but look, if we can Keep
moving. particalarly up front,
if our forwards don't remain
static, that’s key.”

Meanwhile, former Liner-
ick Burier Tom Ryan has
joined Pat Gilroy™s Dublin

pariel.

He has also linked up with
ihe All-Ireland, Leinster and
Dublin club champlons Cuala,
althongh be i=n't expected to
feaiure in thelr current cam-
piign to defend their All-Tre-
land erown, according to the
Limerick Leader.

The 25-vear-old playved for
Gilroy's men in the second-
Talf aof m 1-26 to 0-12 challenge-
matcl defeat to Tipperary.

A member of the 2013
Mumnster-winnlng panel, Ryan
§# bast known for scoring the
injury-time winning peint in
i Treaty county's 2-18 to 2-16
Munster semi-Tinal victory
aver oventual All-Ireland fi-
nalists Tipperary in 2014.

He eame on a sub in that
year's Munster final loss
ngninst Cork, before making
his only senkor start in an All-
Iralond quartor-findl ngainst

georing three points,

His lnstl ol soven champion-
ship appearances arrived off
the banch in the semi-final
boss 10 KilKetiny.

0-13
1-3

Cork
Galway

COREK showed five changes to the leam
which lined out in last Seplember’s
All-Ireland Mnal with Aolfe Murray,
Fena Buckley, Bimear O"Sullivan,
Gemma O'Connor and Katrina
Mackey sitting out and Amy Lee,
Leanne O Sullivan, Meabh Cahalane,
Finola Meville and Linda Collins
coming in.

&eanwhile, Galway apened their
campaign with six changes to the side
that lost ot to Cork in the 2007 cham-

jonship semi-final by a goal. Miamh

ilkenny iz out with infury while the
three MeGrath sisters, Tara Eenny
and Maria Cooney are focused on thelr
Club semi-final game with Sarsfields
against Burgess Duharra on January
8.

Shauna Burke, Siobhan Coen, Fiona
Keeley, Miamh Hanniffy, Catriona
Cormican, who has made the switch
firam livdbes” inter-county football, and
Rache] Monaghan god their opportun-

ity.

Cormican has q strong reputation
for great fielding, putting the head
down and taking on defences and with
her very first possession that's what
sy did,

The leagie commenced earlier this
year 1o keep the Camogle league final
date in Hne with the Mational Harding
League decider, a double-header on
the day. That may result in game post-
ponements due to adverse weather
conditions but there were no such
problems yesterday in a Castleroad
pitch that was in good nick.

Yostorday's game was really a case
of Cork shaking off the dust after the
winter break, yet they showed no signs
of winter blues with o lively perform-
anice,

They've only just recommenced
training and i1l be a while before
matters sefthe down with college camio-
gie, work commitments and extencded
Tareaks for some players stll part of the
s Bt vesterday’s performance was
a pood start with several players im-
pressing.

Galway stirted well. Tall and strong
anel with good fielding they playved like
Cork played it last season with at
times, short puck-outs, breaking the
tackle in defonce and then delivering
Tong where they ran af Cork.

Bebecca Hennelly pointed o free,
Orla Cotter roplying with & point from
a ponalty after goalkeepor Shauna
Burke gathered the ball off the ground
alter good work by Ashling Thompson,
Hannah Looney amd Orla Cronin. But
from the puck-ouf an impressive Gal-
way move invelving Shauna Healy and
Ailish O Reilly saw ihe latter finish 1o
the net after slx minotes,

But Cork settled and that was 1o be
Galway's Inst score of the half. Ashling
Thompson dropped back in front of her
half-back line, creating more space
aravnd Cork’s midfield and half-for-
ward line and working hard they took
ihe game to Galway with the visitors

Cark’s Amy 0'Connor, who hit 0-4 in the league opener, challenges Orlaith McGrath of Galway in last year's All-Ireland semi-final.

seemingly chasing the game after that.

Cork’s movemeni Was impressive

with Orla Cotter once again showing
t leadership. She was in :ut: class
orm again from placed balls and
covered mites with a great work vate.

Amy O'Connor, Hannah Loorey and
Cotter (2} hilt over the noxt four scores
leaving Cork ahead at the break 0-5 to
1-1.

Cork dominated the second half,
showing great hunger. They werr the
ones first off the ground after any ¢ol-
lision. Orla Cotber struck four bia row,
ane beauty from play, as Ashling
Thompson, Libby Coppinger, Orla
Cronin, Any 0'Connor were promi-
ment. 2

Cork's movement up front wis non-
slni.'n. and Galway found it hard 1o con-
iral, burdy as the grme Wore on
and legs became heavy.

The lightning pace of Amy O'Connor
gaw her clear her markers and score a
further three polnts and while Ovla
Cronin struck just one during the

ame shie made a nuisancs of herself

throughout and took o chance with a
few long attempts, which is the right
thing to do in the league.

Anife Donoghue hit two for Galway

and they'Il be disappointed with their
return but missing 11 in total from
thedr panel and with new management
on board it's a work in progress for
them.
Scornm hed Cork: O Cotter 0-7 §0-4 1, 01 pan, 01
5 A O Connot 64, H Looney 0-1, O Cronin e,
Ganhareryz A 0" Diorosgiee 0-2 §0-1 1), 4 O Fiadly 1-0. 7
Fhorruly 0-1,

CORK: A Lis: L OrSulisan, L Treacy, M Cakalne: P
W,Fm.ﬂhum.tmm&

o = A s, O Caonin, H Loonery, L Coléns,
i . (0 Cotles

Sustva: L Homan and & Sroohan for W MeCaatry and
ki Cahglnnes (53],
GALWAY: 5 Burke; R Black, 3 Danan, L Ayan 8
DM\HM.HMJHMEM:F
gulu,.-. W Mannilfy: © Cormican. & Danohua, A

Bubs: A Lyrakey iof F Keoley (0], E Helebert for 5
Coon (8, G khaphy b A Monagtan ()
Raferee: Lt Dampaoy (FRfandy)

Picture: INPHO/Bryan Keane

Ashling Thompson did a vital role in yesterday's win over Galway by dropping deep and
mopping up loase batl. Pictune: 1HPHO/Disin Keniry

Cark manages I'au Hlm:r hﬂﬂﬂm



Rena ‘takes it to a whole new level’

imear
yan

wouldn't like 1o count all
e All-lreland medals in
g roeom,” remarked Joan
Flynn, Camogie Assoclation
el eeecitiee, as she began
oceEdings at a lunch hon-
iring Kena Buckiey’s reoord-
reaking career at Paire U
naoimh on Saturday.

1 looked around at the
layers, past and present, at
1w own ixble of nine. Around
) medals, at a rough estimate
- anil that was just one table
1t of 10

Buckley herself, of course,
anaccount for 18 — 11 foot-
all, seven ca o, the most
f any person to play Gaelic
HisiliH

At the weekend the LGFA
nd Camogle Association
arne together along with sev-
ral af Bucklev's teammates
o pay tribufe to her achiey-
LR,

“When I grew up, wa tsed (o
1ear a lot about Kathleen
viills and Christy Ring." said
ormer Cork ladies' foothall
nanager Eamonn Byan, nefer-
ring to Ring's cight All-Ire.
jands and Mills" 15 camogle
medals with Dublin. "But
fena has taken it to a whiole
new level,”

In a heartfelt speech, Ryan
naid tritaste i Buckley's work
ethic and hum.lli;:f. as well as
her patience during his
tenure. “When vou've a lad
two generations older than
yodl over the team he's bound
to repeat himsell and make
miztakes. [ never saw A slump
in Bena’s body language, she
never o Ealeed evebrow.

“There are three strands (o
a young person’s life. Work
and college, pastime, and
vour soclal life. Rena has
excelled in all three, She has a
guecessful physiotherapy
buziness, she's done alright
at the hurling and football,

]

L oo -~
¥

{;M.I'. Camagie and Ladies Football legend Rena Buckley was honcured by both th
Association in a spedial event at Piirc Ui Chaoimh at the weekend. Left, Catherine Neary,

right, Ladies Gaelic Football Association chief Maire Hickey.

and she's well able to sing &
song.” headded, to lanphier —
Caledonio apparently baing
Buckley’s party plece.

“Coal, calm, and collected.”
was how camogle manager
Paudie Murray summed up
her demeanour, bothon and
ofT the piteh. He, too, praised
her professional suceess,
nating that she completed a
niasters degree in physlother-
apy last year while captaining
Cork.

In a moment of devilment,
he more or less confirmed
Buckley's continuance in the
Cork camegle pamel. “Tt"s in-
teresting that Rena's boy-
friend |= also named Pandie. 1
reminded him at the camogie

victory dinner recently that
I'm still number one. In fair-
ness ta him, he said 11 be
number onde for 2018 as weil."
The general tone of the
afternoon was that this was no
testimonial; that Buckley may
well break her own record
before her career §5 oul.
Another common theme in
thes a5 was the cooper-
ation betwieen the Camogie
Association and LGFA that
made the accazion possible.
“Rena has brought us fo-
gether today.” sald LGFA
president Marle Hickey and
that spirie of cooperation was
echoed by Hickey's camogic
counterpart, Catherine
Mearv. Long an advocate of

one umbrella organisation for
all four Gaelic codes, Neary
remarked on taking offica in
016 =1 am In favour of work-
ing cloger together and inte.
grating. My background is 4
family that was steeped in the
GAA. 1 didn't see a difference
growing up between hurling
and eamogie."”

Speaking at the lunch,
Meary noted while we ofien
look to players ke Buckley as
role madels for voung girls, in
reality she’s a role model for
everyone: “There were no fie-
male athletes to ook up to
when [ was a kid. 1 looked up
to Kilkenny hurlers and Later,
Ann and Angela Downey. But
there was never anyvone like

&)

A

e Camogie Asseciation and Ladies Gaelic Football
Camogle Assocation president, centre Rena Buckley,

Picture: Seb Daly/Sportshle

Rena. She's not just a role
model for kids — she's o role
maodel for me, for adulis. for
men and women."

After a briel musical inter-
Izt by Padbidy Colling of Free-
mount, it was time for the
woman of the hour to speak.
As a slideshow of photos [rom
her careor played behind her
— club, county, camoghe, feot-
ball, All-5iar trips, and team
holidays — Buckley began hor
speech oz Gaellge. "] came
along at ihe right place at the
right time,” she =aid, “in a
E:a 4y era of lndies” GAA In

rork.

It"s & comment typleal of
Backloy's grace and modesty,
bak it"s also undeniably troe.

| came
along at

‘ theright

place at the
right time in a
golden era of
ladies GAA

in Cork

Even il another Rena Buckley
or Briege Corkery came along
— a dlueal playor with that ox-
ceptional level of skill, dedi-
cation, amd versatility
who's o say they'dl be fGric-
nate enough to be harn ina
county that's firing on all eyl-
inders, as Cork has for the 1ast
decade and more? From this
vantage point, it seems un-
likely that Buckley's achioy-
cment will ever be equalied,
Buckley paid tribute o every.
one who helped hér careor
right from the eginning: her
family, teachers, clubs Do-
noeghmore and Inniscarrn,
and even t Inniscarra Aih-
leties Club: “Unfortunately |
vk that training and applicd
it elsewhere.”

She didn’t come firom a big
GAA houschald, and croedite
her elder hrother Gerry [or 1n-
troducing hueling to the
household: 1 used to run
aroind the garden thinking |
wiag Tedddy MeCarthy when |
was young.”

Echolng the earlior com-
MRS on cross-neseckation co-
operation, sho quoted a recent
speach by GAA preshdent
Aoghan O Fr.-rlrl;l'u'l.:ill “If the
GAA was established today it
wolild be eztabllshed for both
men and women.™

To her fellow players in the
aklience, she said: =1 hope 've
coniributed as much to ye as
v have to me."

Wrapping up her speech,
the most decorated GAA
player in history remarked:
“The higgest success for me is
the friendships In this resm.”

O’Donnell goal ensures

glory at

Therese O'Callaghan

A goal deep into injury time
from Grace O'Donnell saw
Presentation Secondary
School Thurles claim the
Munster senlor A colleges ci-
g title with 3-5 1o 012 vic-
tory over Coachford College it
Ballyagran on Satarday.

After suffering defeat in the
last fwo deciders, the Tipper-
ary side fMinally got over the
line, but only after & elose and
hard-fought battle with the
Cork team.

Presentation Secondary
Srhoal el a one-point lead at
the Tnterwal, 1-3 to 0-5 - the

last for

goal from the stick of Casey
Hennessy midway through
the half.

However, they were made {0
work hard for the win when
Coachiord College gained the
upperhand in the second-half
through points from Clara
MeCarthy and Cllona Healy.

Seoirse O°Meara netted
Presentation’s sscond goal
with eight minutes remaining.
it onee again, the Cork girls
regained the initiative and
wire a point ahead entering
] go time. However, when
O Donmedl latched onto a free,
her powerful strike to the ned
appled the title for Presenta-
tinn Secondary School.

Meanwhile, thert wias joy
for Ursnline Convent Water-

Thurles

fard as they were erowned
Munster senior B champlons.
They made the trip 1o west
Cork a successful one, mmlnﬁ
out on top against Sacre
Heart Secondary School Clon-
akilby, 1-12 o 0-5 in Clonakilty,

Although tratling early on
in the first-half, the game
turned in Ursaline®s favour
when top-scorer Annic
Flizgerald had the game's
only goal feom a free 14 min-
ufes intoe the A

Ursuline moved 0-6 1o 0-4
ahead at the braak, and follow-
ing o magnkficent temm eifort,
they began to pile on the
pressure whike also managing
to koo their opponents score-
less for the majority of the
closing stages.

Cork off to impressive start

Wuwnh'l s

Daragh O Conchiir

All-Ireland champions Cork
registered a 0-11 bo 1-3 win
over Galway at Cork Camogie
Grounds as the Littlewoods
Camagle League Division 1 got
anderiiy vestenday.

Thaugh without Aodfe Mur-
ray, Gemma O'Connor and
Rena Buckloy, Cork felded a
viry expericnced line-up,
whereas Galway were without
{hedr large Sarsflelds contin-
gent and the talismanic
Niamh Kilkenny,

Orla Cotler scored seven
points and Amy QO"Connor
four from pley for the hosts
bant it was the visibors thal got
aff to the better siart under
THEW MBI Tuﬂ!i.' ' Dono-
van, Aflish O'Rellly goaling

P Tha'l aaam Thame

Cotter had exchanged early
firees

Four consecutive poinis —
gcores from O'Connor, Han-
nah Looney and a brace of
Caotter frees — put Cork ahead
at the break by 0-5 Lo 1-1.

It was akl Cork In the second
half, Cotter slotting three
points on the trot, including
one from play. O"Conner
found the target fwice more
{oo and though Acife Donohine
kept Galway in touch, efforts
from Cotter, O'Connor and
Orla Cronin eased Paudie
Murray’s team to viclory.

Kilkenny are pursuing a
League three-Tn-a-row amnd
they also produced o strong
secandd-lalf display 1o emerge
with a 1-13 b 1-3 win over
Clare in Clonlara. A fortnitows

oal from distance by Chloo
gamy, followed by a fing

malemd ke ke Flamil-haldss

plivyer, helped thve hosis into a
1-3 ti 04 tnterval lead. Aasife
royle, Mirlam Walzh, Anne
Dalton amnd Julie Ann Milone
were among the sporers as Kil-
benny rajsed thie tempoe an the
restart. Clare had no apswer
to the champions who had the
final say with a Doyle goal

A Linda Balger goal in the
game's final act snatehed o 3-
10 to 2-12 win for Wexford over
Tipperary at The Rage whilo
Limerick overturned a &ix-
polnl deflelt to secure a 202 to
12 draw against Dublin at
Mick Moville Park in Rath.
keale,

And finally, Waterforil's ox-
perience of senlor camogic
told as six points from Beth
Carton, three [rom Kaiesha
Tobin and a goal fvem Lor-
raine Bray propelied them to a
1-12 to 0:6 victory in Carrigan-



Glitz and glamour at

Tara McCarthy, Glen Rovers, and Kate Dorey, Ballygarvan, at the Cork Camogie Beard's victory dinner at Huhtﬂu‘l;h Park Hatel,

> R

Cliona O'Leary (6], Miver Hallahan, President, and Kate Dornay [U16).

'Hannah 0°Leary, member of the Cork U16 camegie team, with her parents, Eleano
and Terence and grandfather, Joe, at the Rochestown Park Hotel,

-

#

Ballygarvan Camogle Club's Martin Heurihan, Chairman, Sarah Ahern (Intermediate),  Libby Coppinger, 5t Colum’s Camogie Club,
heer AR-lreland win with family and friends.

¢ Sandra Corcoran, Enniskeane, secretary Cork Camogie Board, with her daughter,

Kate, member of Cork U16 team, with busband, John and son, Disin.

-H nlj [-IH_ !.-

m Mary Newman

IT was an evening of glitz anc
glamour as the Cork camogie
players swapped their boots for
ball gowns to celebrate a tremen-
dous year on the playing fields.

Pride of place went to the county sen-
jor team who overcame Kilktnny in o
thrilling final to recapture the O°Duffy
cup and in the process go top of the
leaderboard with 27 titles to thelr credit.
The seniors wene joined by the Division
2 side that captures a magnificent Little-
wonds National League title as they
overcame a-fancied Derry side, 1
they were unlucky not fo add the All-
Ireland crown to their haul having lose
ouk in o reply of the final fo Meath.

Alzso honoured on the night wene the
County U16 A and B sides who wore
crowned Munster champions, while
the Munster U156 A winning teams of
2616 along with the Junior team whi
took Munster honours were alse pros-
ented with thelr medals at a functhon
held in the Rochestown Fark Hodel

Captain fantastic Rena Buckley lod
the senior team into the room (O &
standing ovation from over 300 qeests
and later in the evening MC, RTE's
Evanne Ni Chullinn spoke to both
Rena and coach Paudie Murray as
they relived the magical moments
form a vear never to be forgotion

Rena gave an honest and frank in-
terview where she explained her doci-
sion to conotnirale on camogie in 2007
the commitment needed to ensure this
job af eaptain was fulfilled to the best
of her abilitles saw her put her football
career 1o one side.

Bena paid tribute to the wonderful
backroarm team and toall the plavers
who helped her add to her tally of All-
Ireland medals which is now at a pec-
arel braking todal of 18,

However Hena was quick o point
out that both Gemma O°Connor and
Aaife Murray both now hold eight ca-
moghe medtals,

“Bath Gemma and Aocife have and
continue to ghve huge dedication to
Cork camogie,” she said.

Paudio spoke how much e enjoyed
coaching the Cork team and paid
tribute to his backroom team and
plavers whose dedlcation and commit-
ment was secand o none.

Joining the celebsations on the ndght
was the new chairman of the Cork
GAA board Tragy Bennedy who spoke
of her hope of a closer working rola-
tionship with Cork camogie and ladies
foothall in her term of office, She spoks
of the wonderful victory for the senbor
team and also had a special word for atl
the victorbmes teams and management.

She also complimented Cork Camo-
ghe on their wonderfol faciiity in Castle
Eowd which iz & credit to the board and
clubs in the county.

President of the Camogie Assooi-
ation Catherine Neary, a Kilkenny
native, congratiulated Cork and went
on {0 present the medaks to-the virions
foams

Dopuity Lord Mavor Mary Shields,
who was a wonderful help to the canoge
basrel dfaring the development at Castle
Road, also spoke and hid huge praise for
sary McSwooney and the Cork camogie
family fior the huge amount of voluniary
work they ane doing.

Team sponsors Now Irelamd Insur-
ance had o large representation pres-
ent bed by Mark Kenny, who expressed
his company s delight to be nvolved
with Cork Cambgie.

Presentations were made to the
team management by the board and
plavers before a wonderiul evening
wias erifoved by all present



ork camogie ball

sandra Corcoran, secretary Cork Camagie Board, making
presentation to Evanne Ni Chuilinn,

Innizcarra girls who featored on winming Cork camiogie 1.t.a|:r|.r. in 2017, Included are Erin Looney, Aine O'Regan, Ciara Ring, Ellen Murphy, Caoimhe Marian McCarthy, treasurer Cork Camogie Board making
Buckley, Rena Buckley and Niamh McCarthy. Fictuees: Mke English  presentation to special guest, Tracey Kennedy.

Blarney representatives at the Cork camogie board's victory dinner at Rochestown Park Hotel were Ray  Cork stmumm'-"!lll-‘ﬂl -Ireland winner, 'EMH skgerson, Killeagh, IJ*E""!I fﬂﬂﬂﬁfulmd by family members a
Murphy, St John Cremin, Jennifer Murphy, Orla Cremin, Maura Cremin and Eithne Murphy. the Cork Camogie Board's victary dinner at Rechestown Park Hotel,

‘ |
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Na Piarsaigh representatives on Cork camegie teams in 2017, Casey Coleman, Emily Buckdey (U16) and Amy Glen Rovers Camogie Club members and families celebrate with Emma Murphy, Tara McCarthy and Lis

IV Rinrdan. wha feceivesd ERo ¥ dals.
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A CROMWD of over 100 current and for

layers, mentors, family and frien
rm the Camogie and Ladios’ Footh
associations joined together In 4
beautiful surroundings of the Legen
Foom in Paire Ui Chaoimh last Satard
o pay tribute to the career of the me
decorated plaver in Gaolic Games H
tory. Rena Buckley.

While Rena’s playing days aren't 3
over, and who knows what the fui
may bring in that regard. it was a we
derful idem by both associations to co
together and honour someone who is 6
rent and has done so much for the pro
and legacy of both games. having achid
e 18 All-Ireland medals, ten in Fooib
and gight in camogie,

Former Cork Ladies Football manag
Eamonn Ryan was the first to pay triby
1o O4kI spoTistar,

“Is & pnigue occasion, sild Eama

“T'm avound o Guir bit and when [ w
YOURE the two people we always
about were Kathlesn Mills with 15 e
,ng' medals amd Christy Ring winning &
aighth In 1954 bul Rena has taken this ic
new level altogether, $o it's hard to £
words to really ghve her her die.

“What 1 will zay s that I was luc
enough te work with her for guite
number of yvears and ke all her cc
leagues what impressed me most wasn
Eena's foothall talent, it was the wor
ethic, the dedication, the commitment.

“1It was the humility, that was hu
amongst Rena and her pals and i1 go
thing that will stay with me.

“Mever onoe can | remember negati
body language, raised evebrows, a shr
of the shoulders from Rena and the gic
and I suppose when you think about
that’s the secret to their success and ho
ouring Rena here today. It's a unige
- achievoment.

4 “IF viou T sabd o me back in the la
rZ glaiy 18405 that I'd be in the same room ¢
i -4 somecne with 18 Al Ireland medals, it
et == Just amazing.
I Sy "Rena is & brilliant role maodel for a
. young people; both boys and girls.
“Thers are three strands 0o m yous
pi.'r%uhn'a Ili.fl!. - :
. T | “There's work or study, their pastim
& ey '? - Garar i and there's the socialising and Rena {
- i gl J"' B got that bang on.
ork Camogie and Ladies Footballlegend Rena Buckley with Cork Ladies Faotball manager Ephie Fitzgerald, left Rena Buckley, centre, and Cork Camogie manager Paudie  studice, done well enaugh o 1he bl
ey, at a reception by Camogie Association and Ladies Gaelic Foatball Association at Pairc Ui Chaoimh to recognise her extraordinary carver to-date. Pic Sportsfile  and football (to laughs from the crowe

J .o
ermer Cork football goalkeeper Elaine Harte, flr_Tl_E:{{It ladies footballers Nerita Kelly, Geraldine O'Flynn
nd Juliet Murphy, former Cork Camogie player Sile Burns, Cork Camogie and Ladies Football star Rena Buick-
. Joanna Browmne, former Cork Camogie player Catriona Foley, and current Cork Camogie players Orla

[a] - FITHi T & b

Cork (amogie and Ladies Football player Rena Buckley at the reception in her honeur at




for superstar Rebel Rena

Inniscarra Camogie Club members, including Tim Buckley, chairman; Rena Bu

s =
- g

the Cork Camogie Boand's victory dinner at Rechestown Park Hotel.

and she's 3 fair woman to sing a song.

“She was brilliant at com partmentalis-
Ing. I'm Just in awe of Kena's achievs
ement'”,

Paudie Murray, Camoghe Manager was
also glowing in his praise of Rena, mak-
ing it wery clear that her captaincy played
a key role in Cork winndng the All-Ire-
land final last September

"l know Rena a long time, over a long
number of years bat it's over the past six
yeiars as Manager of the Cork tesun that |
really gof to know Rena.

“She can certainly be described as one
of the great players of the modern era,

“1 was dellghted back in October when
ghe was named Flayer of the Year.

“She's a great leader on the feld both
as a player and a Captain and those skills
really contribated to our success last
year. 3he’s cool, calm, collectod and al-
ways depondable and I've come to tely on

her heavily over the past number af
Foars”,

President u[ﬂiwu.ﬂﬂlhﬂﬁﬂ& MNexry
and President of the Football Assaciation

Pictured at the event are, from left, President of

Marie Hickey all paid glowing triates 1o
Rena before Paddy Collins of Freemount,
father of Rena's boyfriend Paudie, sang a
magnificent seng he himself composed
and sang on the day about the legendary
player which I'm sure will be sung by
generations (o come,

Finally, the woman of the moment
spoke and typleally deflected her own
siccess back towards her teammates at
both club and county level and what it
méant to her 1o play for Inniscarra, Do-
noughmore and Cork. She went back to
her early days and pald teibute to John
and Mary Maher of Blarney and Innisc-
arra Athletics and the work they put inta
her as a youngster before she toalk it all
and transferred it over to GAA, which re-
coived a good laugh from the attendance.

The main thing she said was that she's
been very lucky to be in the right place at
thse right time in what §s a gobden period
for womens GAA In Cork. She thanked
her parents, brother and sister and every-
one who supported her along the jou.
ney.

and Precldent of the Ladies Gaalic Foolball &scociation, Malre Hickey, at Pdire Ui Chaaimh.

the Camogie Assedation, Catherine Neary; Rena Buckley;

¥
T

ckley, captain of the All-Ireland winning senior Cork team, enjoying

Picture: Mike English

Algo in attendance wore Cork GAA
Secretary Frank Murphy, Christy Coo-
ney and Boh Rvan, There were dozens of
players firom both associatbons in attend-
ance and it was a pleasure (o be in the
room with them. Brid Stack, Elaine
Harte, Angela Walsh, Joanne Browne
{O'Callaghan}, Fiona O'Driscoll, lrene
O'Keeflie, former Cork player and man-
aper Denise Cropin, Julietie Murphy.
Elaine Burke, Catriona Foley, Sheila
Burns, Geraldine 0'Flynn, Briege Cork-
ary. Morita Kelly, Orla Cotter, Elmear
O'Sullivan, Gemma O°Connor and Aoife
Murray,

Inniscarra was very wall represemted
with mentors and playoers.

What a woenderful afternoon it was
The day was lovely and to walk down the
Plaza beside the Pdaire and the all-
weather plich where underage develop-
ment squeads were in full flow and then to
enter the beantiful 'Legends’ suite to hon-
Gl OUr very own sportstar.

Afternoons don't come mich better
than that,

|

Rena Buckley addresses the audience at the reception in her honour,

Rena with her Irish Tatler Women of the Year Award received last yea
at the Clayton Hotel, Burlington,

Ficlure: Pasl Shermods

il -

Rena accapting her 2017 Camaogie All-5tars Award at Citywest Hotel
Dublin. Ficture: Impho/Ryan Eyrms

Picture: Seb Daly/Sportshl
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M 2017 GAELIC LIFE ULSTER CLUB ALL-STARS CAMOGIE TEAM OF THE YEAR W= ,

rm:-'ﬂthﬁ{l-wm midfieid), Dympna Dougan representing Louise Dougan (Slaughtnei], midfiekd), Ciara Doaneily (Egfish, half-forward), Angela Boye repeasenting Racquel Murphy (Lowghgiel, full-forward), Sincad McKenna {Crossedough, haif-forward), Tina Hannan (Slaughs
H#n':‘”'-l‘m Domnedly (Eglish, full-forward), Therese Melion (Slaughtnel, full-forward)

= Aniln B Chaolsida (Slaughtned, half-back), Clare McGrath (Slawghtneil, half-back), Jenma Boden (Clonduff, full-back), Mogan Coyle [Loughniel, goalkeaper), Laura Cannolly (Longhgizl, full-back), Derviagh McGuigan (Staughtneil (full-back), Aoishe 0 Redfly (Crosserbough, half-back)
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WGIE PLAYER
oF THE YEAR
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CUMADNIN
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Camog of the Year Tina Hannen receives her awand from Rosemary Hughes-Marry, secretary, Ulster Camogie Coancil, slongside Padraic Mckleever, theGAAstore.com (left) and Sean Mclmosh, Gaslic Life (right)

The 207 Camog of the year is Tina Hannon
after her brilliant performances for Skugh-
ineil during their successiul defence of their
[Mster title. But Tina Hannon did not start
out life 28 @ Slaughtnet] woman, she's origi-
nally from CiTaly.

She told Gaelic Life how she camie to be.
corre invalved with the club.

“& couple of years ago T went travelling
and working in Australla T met Patsy
Bradiey who plays midfteld for Slaughtnel,
It kind of weni from there, and | moved op
st March and then T joined the girls in
April,

T'l|‘] haven't really looked back.™

Being from & completely different
provines il affords us a chance to get a per.
apectivie from someone who has seen the
elub from both the inside and the outside.
She was impressed with Slaughtned] before
she got Involdwed,

“[ think what the team has done over the
last eotple of years has just been phenome-
mal Going on bo do fhe treble in Dkstér and
then going on to give Croke Park that possi-
hie headache of having maybe the horiing
ane foothall (on the same day for the final).

“The foothallers just fell short bl whiad
thiy have been doing has been remarkalde.
Everyone's boen following them. I'm lucky to

CAMOGAIOCHTA
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LLSTER CAMOG|E

I & part of it now.”

In two weeks time the Camogs foee
Thomastown of Kilkenmy and that's a game
that Honmwon and her beam mabes ane aking
Forwinrd Lo

“They should be very strong up front,
They are & very good searing team. 1t% all to
piay for These girls won the All-Trelamd last
vear 30 they wartd (o keep their hands on that
trophy and [ am delighted that this year |
can b part of the feam,

“We have high hopes for the semi-final
and wa are proparing well,

“It i= the same four beams that were in the
[ast four kst year and there is nol mieh be-

ML T3

:I'-t'izull Ehe teams g0 it will really be all on the
ay.

*I"m really booking forward to iL°

Hunnon says thai the Slaughtned] tenm is
filled wwith strong willed players who believe
Uiy can win agin.

“I'm just :Im-i:lng at the girts who wan
awards  Aoife NI Chalside, Derviagh
{MeCruigan), Clard (MeGrath), they are girls
that would make any team. Thoere is just
such strength and depth and they are very
dedermined and very dedipated,

“T'hen you have a very well arganised
meanagement who can back that up. It's the
overall package"




Clon school left broken hearted

Munster final
camogie loss
for brave

Sacred Heart

reporis from
HAhamilia
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URSULINES
WATERFORD

1-12

SACRED HEART
CLONAKILTY 0-5

SACRED Heart Secomcdary
school, Clonakilty were left
broken hearted after defeat in
the Munster colleges” senior B
camogie final - but they had no
complaints,

Following an overnight
dowmpour, this school’s decider
was a real endurance vest for
the players on a sodden, grassy
pitch in Clonakilty on Saturday
afternoon but full credit 1o the
teams whoserved upathnlling,
hard-hitting ¢ncounter.

The awful underfoot con-
ditions, on o line day, wers
boumd 10 have a big effect and
we witnessed a disproportion-
ate amount of hurding rucks all
through the game as players
fought tooth and nail for su-

MHACy.

Inthe end it was the stronger,
more experienced Waterford
girls who triumphed, with somie
outstanding, skilful hurlers in
their midse, but the final score
did little justiee 1o Clon's brave
efforton the day.

In fact, it was Clon who led
this final after 25 minutes but a
period of supremacy just before
the break imdicaved whar was
abouwt to come in the second hall
as Ursulines grabbed control,

We knew we were up againsy
a superb Ursulines side,’ admit-
ted Sacred Heart coach Brian
Daly.

"o team has come anywhere
near them this season and they
won the semi-final by 18 points,
But our girls gave it everything
and we were hopeful of creating
a surprise. They were cramping
there an the end having given
their all.

"The conditions were atro-
cious but we did well 1o get the
game played, very few pitches
would have taken that amount
of rain. They're an up-and-com-
ing school and are in the juniar
fimal as well and they were just
too strong for ws in the second
half.

W can have no complaints,
the better side won and we wish
them well in the All-Ireland.”
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nuteﬂmtmﬁamdmat School team that was defeated by Ursulines B
Fesal at mm! Was by Secondary School, Waterford in the Munster colleges' senior

gaveitev

and we were

‘Our girls
hopeful of creating a surprise. They were
cramping there at the end having given their
all’' - Brian Daly, Sacred Heart coach

Onice the girts gotused wo the
rucking type of hurling they
had 1o play in the conditions,
wie were treated o a cracking
CONESL.

With the half forward line
of Orla Lowney, hard-working
Orla Fahey and Ciara Ryan,
dominating outficld and corner
forward Katelyn Dineen caus-
ing trouble inside, it looked
good for Sacred Heart in the
first half.

Points from Fahey, Dineen
and Ryan, inanswer 1o &n afen-
ingy score from Ciar O'Sullivan,
had the Clon girls two clear af-
ter ten minutes. When strong
full forward Aoife Fitzgerald
and Fahey swapped points it
was Sacred Heart in front by
04 to 0-2at the end of a fively
first quarter.

The second quarter belonged
to the Warerford school, Us-
ing their strength to good ad-
vantage, they began to wear
down the opposition. Sacred
Heart had to resort to fouling
1o stop the momentum and An-
ni¢ Fiizgerald®s aceuracy from
placed balls proved vital as she
rifled over three frees o ghve
her side the kead by the 28th
minute.

A fine point from play by
Abby Flvnn closed the first hall
scoring a5 Ursulines led by 0-6
o O-db a the interval.

Sacred Heart had a glorious
chance to grab the lead in the
opening minutes of the secomd
half bt failed 1o grasp the op-

portunity. When Orla Lovney
was fouled in the 32nd min-
ute, outstanding goalkeeper
Daire O'Brien blasted the semi-
penalty over the crossbar and
a minute later a close-in free
was driven wide. That pointed
sermi-penalty was, in fact, Clon's
only score in the second half as
the Waterford girls went from
strength to strength.

The erucial score arrived in
the 38th minute when a free
by Annie Fitzgerald from 35
metres out on the wing slipped
imto the roof of the Clon net and
there was no catching the win-
ners subsequently.

The rampaging Aoife Fitzger-
ald, Aying winger, Abby Flynn,
and Annie Fitzgerald added
points and it was Ursulines in
front by 1-9 to 0-5 as the kast
quarter dawned,

Sacred heart gave their all
im the final quarter, with goal-
keeper Daire O°Brien moving

Owr Star: Lirsudines had exoebent
hurlers in Clodagh Carroll, and
JAnnie pnd Aotle Fitzgenid bt
in berrible conditions-the o
contrel speed off the mark and
actuacy of wing loreard Abbey
Fynn stood out as <he hit thoee

mmmmguw's
ool o a 35m free In the 36t
mirbe was the dedishe mo-
et as i apened a bour—palnt

{Photos Paddy Feen)

outfield, but despite the best
efforts of Katie Sexnon, Claire
Kingston, Kate Whelton, Clara
Crowley, Orla Fahey, Orla
Lowney and Ciara Ryan, there
was just no comeback for the
Clon side.

Scorers
Ursullnes: Anris Fitzgeraid 1-4
{441, Aok e Fitzperald 0-4, Abby
Fhyrn =3, Clara. O Sulvan -1
Sacred Heart: Orla Fahey -2,
Clara Rryan, Katelynn Dineen, Daine
CrBrien (1} 0-1each.
Ursufines: L esh O Donaghue:
ShaunaFarred, Lucy Hogan, Emma
memﬁcmm
Hopan, Harnah Flynm Kate Lynch,
Cladagh Carrolk Annie FRzgerald,
Kiamhkdurphy, Abby Fliynr Ra-
ches Watsh, Aol e Fitzgerald, Clarn
Cr5uiivan.
SacredHear: Daire O8nen(En-
riskeane) Rolsin Dulles (Ear-
Lﬁﬂ-ﬂ}-ﬁimﬁfﬂmfﬁﬁhlmh
M Whetlon (Barryros), Grace
Tobdn (Barryroel, Claire Kingston
[Balirescarthy), MéabhDeasy
\Clonakiity]; Clara Crowdey [Bai-
nascarthy), Hannah Sexton (Kil-
brittain}, Orla Lowney (Clonakifty],
Orla Fahey (Clonakity], Clara Fyan
(Clnakiity], K {KBarittain],
fessicabeCarthy roe}, Lar-
raine Dineen (Kibritt
Suibs Année Condon [Balinasca -
thy ) for IMeCarthy [35), Anna
fmtmh\-]lmﬁm

the

Clearing her .Iﬁ:saﬂ'ﬂd wasﬁﬁeiutn'lpnwu!;
bal past Ursulines’ Clodagh Curham during the Munster final

Referes: Cathal Egan (Glen Rev-
ersh

gap wiich Chon never looked e
closing. de<pite their best efforts
in tihe second hall,

Tadlng polri: The awiud candi-
tions, the mamber of rucks and
ithe abdity and bravery of the
plypers on the day,

What's next: Ursulines mone on
tothe Al-ketend Semi=fined and
will taket 2 bot of beating onthis
Torm Sacred Hean can redlect on

N ENCoUraging campalgn,

hmh‘ntSlu'a:IHEﬂ't‘ t“’-‘ﬁ'm
mmmmimm



m Mary Newman

THE ;unlflm A championship is al-
wayvs one that throws o wal pAmes
a:f::: the Iast few }'L-\.“llf‘ﬂgmﬁ'r'egah:n'l:
had some terrific batiles.

With just seven teams In conten-
tion for honours, the groups ware
amall. Mewtownshandrom had gone
up intermediate as junbor champions
with Ballyhes making the stepup fol-
lowing their victory in the jmior B
champonship.

Na Plarsaigh went into 2017 as
{irm Eavourites to 1kt the crown, hav-
ing lost out to & kate scoring flurry in
the final to Newtown: They went well
in the league and they were detor-
mined tobring that form to the cham-
plonzhip table.

Banieer, junior B champions in
25 and with a year's experience in
the A grade behind them, were a side
io wakch out for. 5t Vinoent's, with
Cork senior Amy O"Connorand Cork
minor Lauren Homan, in their start-
ing 15, had a good league campaign,

Watergrazshill, defeated in the
16 semi-final by MNewtownshan-
drum. were sirengthenad by the
transfer in of former Cork senfor
Marie O Medll following several suc:
cegefu] years inthe Milford colours,

Former Rockban and Cloughduy
plaver Catriona Foley, who cap-
tained Cork to senior All-Ireland
glory, alzo _||:|‘il'|1‘.-|ﬂ Watergrasshill
while they acquirved the services of
Afzling Whooley, who moved [Fom
Sarzfields, and former Clare senior
player Ruth Kaizer

Ma Plarsaigh signalled thelr inten-
tions with a strong opening round
victory over Bride Rovers. Ballyhea
were too strong for Banter and Yo
hal overcame Bishopstown, while
Watergrasshill had eight points to
gpare over 5t Vincent's.

Ballvhen continued thelr good
form with a 3-T to 1-3 victory over
RBride Rovers In round teo. Na Piar-
saigh had to work hard to get over
Banteer, buf they did enough to ged
their-second win and gunarantes
themselves a semi-final spot

Wwatergrasshill got their second
win when they defeated Youghal amd
=t Vineent's recorded a win over
Hizhopstown,

In section one, Ma Piarsaizh de-
feated Ballyhea, who were already
through. In sectlon twir, Wirlergras-
chill defeated Blshopstown fo make it
three wins and guarantee them-
galves a semi-final spot, while 5t Vin-
cent’s edged out Youghal,

It took a replay io rate Bally-
hea and Watergrasshill in the Last
four, after it finished 1ovel I_-Ei.IFEL'ﬁE.
In the replay Watergrasshill upped
the pace to rim out winners on a 0-13
tn 09 scareline to secure their plece
in the finl.

It was also close in the all north
side clash with Na Piarsaigh holding
aut with two points to spare over Vin-
cont's to make it to thelr second final.

The final was a low-scorlng ein-
conpter with all the drama reserved
for the #aeond half where we had
three goals, n red card, a penalty save
mnd & dramatic finish that spw Na

gnatch the lead and the

i@ by similar finish to the final of
12 meonihs previous,

Playing 20 minutes of the secoml

i

.Y

Ma Piarsaigh captain Amy Lee and players celebrate after defeating Watergrasshill in the Cork SE Systems junior A camogie final at Castle Road.

v | — ] I.11-
Ma Piarsaigh’s Rebecca Rourke and Emily B

half with 14 players folbowing the dis-
mizsal of their goalkesper, Waler-
grnzshill looked to have weathered
the storm, but, cutting the deficittoa
point as the game éntered added
time, Ma Piarsaigh struck to grab the
titde with two late gaals.

Added by the steong wind in the
opening half, Wafergrasshill hold a

mH:e

\

asshill's Ruth Kaiser.

four-polnt interval lead and possibly
shonld have been further ahead,

0O the resumption, both defences
Gitmae Wnder pressuns and MNa Piar-
sadeh had the wind in their favour,
thongh Wakergrasshill captain Edel
MMurphy was superh.

The big moment came whan tha
referes's aitentbon was brought back

Plarsaigh broke Hill
hearts with late rally

Pictiire: Bddie OHare
to the goal area where, on consil-
tmtion with his umpives, a steaighi
porl was fssumd (o the Watergrasshill
goalkeepor, 1t also resulied in a ped-
alty, though Amy Leo was dended by
| {=nve on the Hne vom Catriona
Foley.

watergrasshill coped well with the
pumerical difference and still we

L BT
ﬂ"-;j L

Picoure; Eddie OHare

awalied the first scone of the secomnd
half oz Ma Plarsaleh falled to avail of
their adwantage.

With nine minutes remaining
parie O Meill edged Watergrasshill
five points clear and they still held
the upper hanad.

Orla Bourke pointed a 45 after
good pressure had forced the Water
grasshill defemce Into an error and
when the same plaver adding a sec-
and point from play a minate Later
Watergrazshill's lead was down to
three. O Nelll rallicd Watergrasshill
with & point with three minules re-
raining, but Ma Plrzalgh confinwed
to improve and, pumping long ball
into the donger ared, they ware catls-
ing problems for the Watorgrasshlll
defence,

Winning i free on the 20-metre
line, they opted to bring Lee forward
to it Bt and the keeper made no mis
inke akming high o tle pood of the ned
with fwo minufes remaining

As Na Piarsaigh batiled for an
pgualiser the clock tleled into aelded
timee and with bwo minutes playved, o
dipping shot from Trishn Coleman
aut on the wing strock the end of tha
upright and went over e Hve for the,
lead, 1

Wabergrazshkl, stunned by Lhn]ntlz‘
rally, Tl o fime to pespond and a
Casey Coloman goal on the full-time
whistbe was the icing on the cake for
Ma Pinrsaigh.

Maoxt woek wa will tanke a look back
nt A Junior B aosd © champlonship
and minor champlonships



Aoifeis
ready for
her latest
challenge

BY DENIS HURLEY

WHILE injury prevented now
Cork camogie captain Aocife
Murray from taking part in
tast Sunday's national beague
apener against Galway, the
goalkeeper was still abourt 1o
play n roke,

A knee injury means that the
Cloughduy clubwoman must
spend another week or two
on the sideline, but the made
sure to keep her vocal chords
exercised at Castle Road last
vieekend,

I satr beside Gemma
10" Connor] in the dugout and
| think 1 wrecked her head for
the first half,” she laughs, *so 1
said 1d give her a break for the
second half, 1 just walked up
and down the line,

I"d always be ralking when
I in goal to keep myselfin the
game and | was wrecking Gem-
ma's hend so | was shouting at
the backs in the second kalf”®

Amy Lee deputised for Mur-
ray agninst the Tribeswomen.
While Murray's status as the
number | is underlined by the

captainey, she'd never be so ar-
rogant as to think that she hasa
divine right to start,

*At this stage, everybody will
havean egoand confidence and
self-belief,’ she says, “but at the
same tme, Pve always said that
il somebody is better suited to
goal, then so be it

I'd much prefer to not be
there if I'm mot thie best choice
for it. Amy, in my opinion, has
all the eredentials, she could
be a great, outstanding, goal-
keeper. I've grear faith in her.'

At theend of the 2005 season,
the then-32-year-ald Murray
retimed from intercounty action
before opting to come back,
Cork lost the 2006 final to Kilk-
enny but gained revenge lnst
year = did she consider going
oust on 2 high?

“I'd b byingz if | didn't say that -

| thoughs aboun i, she says,

“I sat those with those dosest
Lo e o chiat abot i, but I'd
maech prefer to go back and for
that ta be the wrong decision
rather to retire and for that o
be the wrong decision,

‘I'd prefer to regret coming

‘I sat those with those closest to me to chat
about it (retirement after 2017 All-Ireland final),
but I'd much prefer to go back and for that to be
the wrong decision rather to retire and for that
tnh&ﬂn'mmgd_eﬂsinn.' — Cork capain Aoife

DECEMBER: Anma Geary and

AUGUST: Vincent Harri
Anra Warig CPX eee ngton and

Record-beeaking winning camo
] Qe tedm traknegs
have led 5t Mary's Secondary School o Senlor and

Junior All-Trefand wins.

Briega (a
Captained their teams to- All Ireland wins, o

CROWNED: Eglish's Shauna Jordan has her I h.-
mmmmmmmm

Starting with a bang: New Cork camogie captain Acife Murray pictured at the recent launch of the 2018 Littlewoods Ireland

Camogie Leagues.

back than regrer not coming
back, 1 see plenty of people who
have retired bot who'd bove o
still e playing.

‘It was hard 1o come back
but my way of thinking with a
harder challenge was, isn't that
s mch better than taking on
ety oprioni”

The captaincy is an added bo-
riaz, bestowed by county cham-
picns Inniscarra. “The last time
wie wom a county 2005, so that
was my last chance of being
captain,” Murray says.

T had kind of maybe moved
on from my childhood dream,
to be honest, but it is a great
honour to beasked. At the same
time, at intercounty level you
heawe 1o have 15 leaders on the
pitch and five or six other girls
on the sideline who are willing
o comee in and lead from the
frant.

“‘Something I'Il have o figure
out when [ get back is how to fit

ot S,

n as she bids to block down Johnst
Ashbourne GAR, Co Meath.

the coln-toss in = amyone who
warms me up knows that [ can
be quite pernickery about inf

‘There are a few of those
kinds of logistical challenges
but 1 hope to God it won't make
any difference.’

Of course, that means being
a bridze between players and
management, with her brother
Paudie the man in charge.

‘It was always the case that
I was just another player,’ she
says, ‘but Ewould bope that they
wolld see it as an easier link.

T have the ability 1o be quire
direct and blunt - 1 think the
girls know at this stage that
that's how our relationghip has
alwiays been. 1 have an issue,
Il raise in straightaway and 1'd
hope that thar's how the other
players would seeit.

We're in g very hones: drecs-
ing room and if someone’s un-
happy with something, more
thian lkely vou're unhapgy with

i

“If something is bothering
me, then Paudie will know
about it but by the same token
if he has & problem il be easy
for him to take me aside and
tell mve, without having to think
about his words,

‘Hopelully, it'll be quite a
smooth transition.”

L L LR a8 R ]

All-Treland champions Cork
registered a comprehensive
0-13 to 1-3 win over Galway at
the Cork Camogie Grounds
as the Littlewoods Camogic
League Division 1 got off to an
carly start,

Despite some high-profile
absentess in new captain Ao-
ife Murray, Gemma O'Connor
and Rena Buckley, Cork fielded
a very experienced line-up,
whereis Galway were without
their barge Sarsfields contin-

(Phote: Dan ShetrdanANPHO)

gent and the talismanic Niami
Kilkenny.

Orla Cotter scored seven
points and Amy O'Connor pro-
vided four from play for the
hosts burt it was the visitors that
ot off to the berter start under
netw manager Tony O Donovan,
Allish O'Reilly goaling after Re-
becca Hennelly and Cotter had

exchanged early frees,

Cork remained undeterred
hovwever and four consecutive
points —scores from O'Connor,
Hannah Loomey and a brace of
Cotter frees - put them in front
arthe break by 0-5 00 -1,

It was all Cork in the sec-
ond half, Correr slotting three
points.on the trot, including
one from play, O'Connor found
the wmrget twice more 100 amd
though Aocife Donohue kept
Galway in touch with two points
of her own, Comer, O"'Connor
and Crrln Cronin cazed Paudic
Muorray's team s the homours.

ownbridges Siobhan Hurley in yesterday's All-reland



3allinora look ahead
ith confidence

AIVIUG
u Mary Newman

E junior B and C champion-
ship are always keenly con-
tested with a mix of clubs, some
fielding their first choice adult

eams while others put out their
second adult teams.

For the S5E Systems Junior B
champlonship draws 12 teams went
into the hat and were divided into
two groups of six and with the top

wo [rom. each group (o emerging to

itest the semi-finals. Eight were
ond teams with Ballincollig,
ouglas, Mewcektown, St Finharr's,
Bt Catherine’s, Glen Rovers, Sars-
fields and Inniscarea involved, This
was an indication of the growth in
the game with first teams from Char-
leville, Ballinascarty, Ballinora and
Cobh al=oe featuring. It is also inter-
sting to note that in the lead-up to
the championship Charleville, Balli-
nora and Ballinascarty had all en-
boved excellent leagee campaigns.

Al Junlor Cehampions Bellinor
it in wedl to the Junior B grade and
they looked ahead with conffdence to
championship where they hoped to
bEing the samy form bo thelr games
The grio e divided as follows:
Group B Charleville, Dougkas, New-
cezborwn, Ballinora, St Finbarrs and
Ballincollig; Group & Ballinascarty,
Sarsfields, St Catherine's, Inniscar-
ra, Cobhand Glen Rovers.

After some exciting contests Balli-
nora and Charleville emerged from
saction ome and they were joined by
Cobh and Sarsfields from section
twie. The semi-fina v Charievilie
overcome Sarsfields on an Impres-
sive 522 tn 0-8 zeoreline. The second
semi-final was a closer affair as Balli-
nora had four points to spare over
Cobh in a 3-8t03-4 clash to book their
place in the B final just 12 months
after taking the C crown,

Ballinora gpot a great start in the
final with an early goal from Jen-
nifier Murphy and when Lisa O'5hea
added to their tally with a polnt thoy
wire ina good position: Charleville
sottled into the game with points
from Sinead Dennehy and Fiona Mel-
ligan but Ballinora stayed in front
thanks to Siebhan O'Regan

Charlevilie had a stroke of Iuck
when a lobbing shot from MNelligan

ropped In under the crosshar to the
et but again O°Regan put Ballinora
hack in front.

it was nip and tuck as Charleville
edped in front with two points in a
row but Ballinora again cut their
lead, Charleville hit & purple patch
aiiel adding to thelr tally with a
Maehh Buckley goal and & Natalie
D' BErien point Ballinora stayed in
ouch with O'Regan on targef but the
wreak it was Charleville who led 2-6
0 ]

The sides swapped early second-
nalf points but a Ch ille goal
from Caltlin Shea
lead fo 8lx polnts.
hatthed bo stay in the confest e
hit twe points. The sid
polrts mgain but a solid Char
dlefence cliosed down the Ballinor at-
tack and never allowed them the jee-

—

Millstreet winners of the SE Systems Junior £ Championship last year,

)

Charleville landed the SE Systems Junior B champianship in 2017.

way necded to make inroads into
thiir load which they leld to the final
whistle to be erownexd champlons,

Charleville's Laoren Corrigan
gave a solld display all through and it
came as ng surprise that she was
nimed as the Evening Echo Player af
the Match.

A bot of elubs in the Junior € cham-
pionship were also second adult
teams Courcey Hovors, Kitbritians
Timoleague, Vallay Rovers, 51 Vin-
cent's Mo Plarsi oy
Roversall fi
teams. The
the umbo

see Castlemartyr and Kinsale enter-
Ing teams ai aduli lovel for the first
time.

Kilworth continued o make prog-
ress in thelr second year at junior

pyviel and they are a club who are
waorking hard 1o establish the game
in their aréea.

Aghada are anather club who are
continuing to making hage sird it
urterage level apd this augurs woll
for the future of thelr adult feam aml
all Josdoed ] i participating at
funior beve the first tima,

Fourtern teams entored the cham-
plonship drve b Mall eIt par-

Ueipate, beaving six teams In section
one and seven in section two. MEE-
atrect proved too strong for a fancied
Castielyons side whikst Blarmey had
too much expoerience for Kinsabe in
1l Lot fioaer,
Millztrest sef the foundations for
victory in the where
they lead 1-12 to 1-6 at the interval,
Weather conditions were trying as
bath sices ballloed 1o i gerip haag
huze eredit 1o both teams for prodne.
ing =uch & high scoring contest. In 3

@® A strong finish
from Millstreet saw
them add 1-2
without reply to
ensure the title
Was 5ecured,9

Barry and Claire ' Koeffe were al
on targel with Millstreet polnts amdd ;
goa] from Kate O'Keeffe was crucia
as they built up their inierval Teadd
Oria Cremen opened the Blarmes
scoring with o goal followed
paints from Megan Murphy, Step
anle Murpl Olivia Murphy
and Blarne o well in contemntio
An Emma Murphy goil with M
miinntes remiainimg prd Blemey iRl
i ovipoind | Bt Aoy came nnde
Erong finis
thom add )-
s Fhe tithe wa
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COrk camogie stars back cervical
cancer awareness campaign: Bg-

Women on
a Missio




Camogie

Daragh O Conchuir >

Five-time All-Star Orla Catter
hit 10 points as Cork held off
Wachor five points (0-15 to
1-10) to record their second
:'in j? Djid:llnn 1 of the Litile-

oods Ireland Camogle
Leagu

g,

Amy O'Connor, Orla Cro-
nin and Hannah Looney also
impressed for the visitors in
Saturday's Group 1 tie at St
P:q‘nz_jck's Park, Ennlscorthy,

Linda Bolger was the star
for the hosts with nine points
and her opening score gave
Waxford an sarly lead but then
LCork shifted through the
gears with Cotter in deadly
form up front.

The ta rallied well in the
grcond quarter however and
were back to within a paint at
half-time (0-8 to 1-5) thanks to
a Jackle Qlu_ﬁ_]l‘.'}' goal and ef-
forts from Una Leacy and
Bolger (Tree).

The Model county’s deferios
continued to struggle under
significant pressure after the
resumption though and thai
resttlted in 3 number of frees
which Cotter converted
in ruthless fashion.

And indeed the Cork star
wis satisfied to tap over the
bar from a penalty Inte in the
SR,

Wexford never gave up and
Bolger shot some excellent
points from placed balls to
drag them back into conten-
tiom buot they needed another
goal and the Rebel defenders
were not in generous mood.

In the other Group 1 game,
Tl?pﬂrarr fintshed strongly
defeated Offaly 0-16 to 0-T'at
The Ragg.

Im Group 2 Limerick de-
feated Meath (2-10 to 0-2) while
Waterford and Clare served up
a thriller at Carrigandre to
Oinish 2-13 apiece,

wa = L : W o 3 . e = .I'___ k. . |
team that won the county title in 2077 pictured at the dub's dinner in the Munster Arms Hotel,
Bandon onFriday Back from left, Therese »Evelyn Crowley, Mary McSweeney, Suzanne Rose . Colleen Twomey, Alison
Emuhyﬁlﬂtg Orla III;I’I'..MML Collette Desmond, Marla K and Acife .Front from left, Eimear Murphy, Emma
Murphy, Aocife O'Sullvan, Kate Barry, Alice Tarrant, Frances Deasy, Keelin Barrett, Zerica Amy Murray, Maebh O'Donovan and Clara 0'Sullivan.

(Photos Jerry O'Mahaony)

Newcestown honours heroes

IT was a year that Newcestown
camdagie won't forget in a hurry
50 it was fitting that they han-
oured their 2007 exploits in fine
style at the Munster Arms Hotel
last Friday night.

At the Neweestown Camogie
and GAA victory dinner dance,
the heroes of 2017 wok centre
stage on & night where their suc-
cess |agt season was honoured.

Newcestown's intermediate
camoghe team won the county fi-
nal againet Enniskeane and they
contested the club’s first-ever
Munster final, and this season
they’ll compete in the senior B
ranks here in Cork.

Aswell as thar, Newcestown's
miner A camogie tram won
county league and West Cork
A titles in 2007 so the conveyor
belt of talent is strong in the

cﬂ&mmuﬁm
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Eood fun at the victory dinner dance.

L
Having fun: Alisoen and Evelyn Crowley at the victory dinner
dance on Friday night.
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% WEST CORRSPORTS SEAR AW ABDS

o

Rebel star: Cork

star Orla Cronin, centre, winner of the September

At the Cork 96FM & C103 14th Annual GRA #lmi?liﬂm
Rochestown Park Hotel were [overall winner) Aoife Murray,
Camogie, Tom Cashman (left) whe received the Donal Lehane Lifetime
Achievement Award; and Erian Turnbull whe received the Kieran

0 Driscoll, GAA Youth Award, Ficture: Tony 0'Connell Photography

LW |

TP

mwmmmmnmmmm

and Daniel Cronin, Sinead Curtin and Tim Londan.

Tan, 218




ancing With The Stars
competitor Anna Geary
has forged a sucecssiul
carcer on the sports field,

! &7 bt taking part in the RTE
N realily show has unleashed
the inper "dramatics” that her mssther always
knew lay bepeath her sporting exterior.

Corkonian Annn has been o huge hit on
the show, going from tough tackler on the
camogie pitch 10 graceful dancer on the
glitterball shaoa,

“For me, i1 is as much aboul the acting
and performance as much as it is aboul the
dance, And nyy mum abways reckoned there
wis o listhe actress in me. | have a little bat
of the dramatic sireak.” reveals Anna,

While she may have had that streak,
Anna maintains that she didn’t have the
training v unleash her inner dance diva.

*] wish | had dance expenence. | dinced
when | was age six = Irish dapcing ~ badly,
1" adimi, What Erish gir hosn't been pat
inte dancing or Irish doncing at some stage
in her childhood? 1 wish now | had dope
sofmee sort of balket or semething 1o help me.

‘But it's a challenge that you have to
masier, Essentially, vou are going out there
in front of & million people and you're
sirutting your stufT and vou have b remain
calm, even il you miss steps. And even il

“‘We're all behind
each other, but

it’'s a competition
afterall

Yo miass steps you have (o convinee the
andience that you haven’t.

While Anna is revelling in mastering
a new crafi and embracing the camarmderse
of the hit show, she hasn't shaken off
her competitive edge and says she is in i
o win it.

‘I would be Iving if | sakd [ didn"
wanl 1o stay in this competition as 3
long as possible, I'm having on §
ahsolute ball, I'm learning a new
skill, I'm learning to stand
belter, te control my kands.

with an absolulely amaz-
ing bunch of people.
What you sce is nol put
on: we are all getting on.
I"s almiost like there §s a
collective vulnerability, and
we all know what the other
is poing through.

"W are all behind each
odher, but il s a competibon
alfter all. So do 1 wanl to stay
il the end? OF course? Do |
think T can? Well, that's up
Lo the public 1o decide if
ey want me o, But I'm
harving an absoluge lall and
I don't wanl ko po homie.

Last week her [ellow
dancer Erin McGregor
uged her time in the

' spotlight to highlight negativity
j.an-:l bullying that scems (o be
'rprmwivn in SoCiEly.

%z And while Anna is familiar with
* ihe negative side of fame, she says
shit wands 1o focus on the positives.

At the end of the day. | was on
Ircland’s Fittest Family befere. You are
going to get negativity —everybody does
= but I ry and igmore i1 and not 1o ook
at ii. I focus on the positives and the
people that are behind me and parenis
and Tittle girds watching it

“They are the people that | like o focus
on and 1 hope will say “she did really
iGeary on well™. Negativity is in every part of
society and almaost by watching and talk-
ing aboul i, we are giving them aimine

'm a tough
Sportswomar...

Anna Geary reveals her

“ s dramatic side and tells of
W% her competitive streak

on the dance floor.
By Niamh Walsh

ansd giving them more than they deserve.
1f people sit in their saung room and sy
naity things, then they’re probably worse
of . | woak with a performance coach and
I work with people 1o try and over come
these tvpes of things.

iz a TV programme, we are in the
public eye and we would be naive 1o say
they bove us, but of course | want people
te like me and vode for me.”

Blonde, beautiful and a battler on the
pitch and, as she has demonstrated, on
the dance floor, Anna says that
shie hoges to inspare young girls around
the country to embrace and chase
their dreames,

‘I'm a sportsperson; people in Ireland
know me predominantly as a gporis-

lce queen:
Annaand
her dance
partnee
Halonlast
week's
show .

person. I'm very proud 1o have played
sports for 50 long but people are getting to
see me in a different light. And little girls
can sex that even if you play sport, you
don's have 10 ust play sport,’ she says.

“You can do other things as well; you
don’t have to just choose sport, The more
people that stay active and fin, the better,

*This has helped me so much from a
fitness and resilience point of view,
knoewing that if you get not-so-great
commenis, you learn from it and come
back From it,

*More and more it"s about the overall
performance = and if all else fails, just
keep smiling.

B Dancing With The Stars ix on RTE
Chre tomight 2t 6, 30pm,
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Perfect ten from Co

CORK 0-15
WEXFORD 1-10

COBK made it two wins from

e in the Littlewood Ireland

'.'-!GL Division 1 Group 1 as Orla

Loter scored ten points in the

arrow win over Wexford in
nniscorthy on Sunday,

‘aving had & good win at

* o Galway a formight

‘sly. tis was another step

up for Paudie Murray's side and
they were challenged all the
way by the Model County be-
fore showing good resolve to
take the points home,
Wexford's Linda Bolger was
entitled to feed hard done by as
she finished with nine points,
but Cotrer had just a linle more

suppart from the likes of Amy
O’Connor, Orla Cronin and
Hannah Looney.

Wenford led early on with
Bolger among the scorers: but
Cork shifted through the gears
and theéir Cotter’s radar was
in fine working order ns they
meoverdd six clear,

The hosts rallied well in the
second quarter however and
were hack to withim'a polnt at
half time, trailing by just 0-9
o 1-5.

The goal arrived with 27
minutes elapsed thanks to
Jackie Quigley and buoyed by
that score, Wexford finished
strongly with peints from Una
Leacy and Balger (frech

The Models rearguard con-
tinsed to struggle under sig-

nifieant pressure after the
resumption though and thar
resudied inoa number of frees.
Cotter accepted the apportuni-
ties gleefully as Cork charges
edged clear once more. Indeed,
an indication of how comfort-
able they were was thay Cotter
was sntisfied 1o tap over the bar
from a penalty.

To their credit, Wexford
never gave up and Bolger shot
some excellent points from

tter gets Cork up and running

P CAMOGIE LEAGUE

placed balls 1o drag them back
into contention but they needed
another goal and the Rebel de-
femvders were not In generous
sl

With five teams in Group
I, Cork are not in action this
weekend as the other four
counties play,

A home tie with T
an Bunday, Fchmu.rypﬁlﬁ
the All-Ireland champions’ nest
auting.

Cork
master
tough
‘conditions

.

AN
Aoife wins
overall award

A
o
] vk v

W8 with Finbarr McCarthy

m Linda Mellerick
O Friday last before a  “Training is going well,
Cork 0-15 huge gathering, Cork we have won our two FE.' B 901¥
Watord camogie goalkeeper, and - games in the league and
1-10 captain for the coming we will see where it takes
1N wet and muddy condi- season, Aoife Murray us, but we areall looking
E“"htggr;mﬁfa‘ it two wins wias named as the over- forward to summer and
“:I'Em tlﬂﬂ';mﬁﬁ all winner of the 96FM)S the champienship.®
gl Mational League in L103 GAA Sports Star of
Enniscorthy on Saiu - the Year, in association
Opting to play against the with the Rochestown
wind feom the throw-in, Park Hotel.
Wexford were dogged in the Apife was chosen from
opaning half, but as Cork an impressive list of the

maoved matters up a notch

they held Wexford scoreless 12 monthly nominees,

from play in the second half in that included several
a game where scores mostly players who had an-
came

chored Cork's hurling
season that saw Munster
titles won at under 17,

Orla Cotter was again
unerring from placed balls,

notching ap 10 polnts while
: hErBWIEY : Linda Bo t%lu}:nned “!nféasd mﬁ;mﬁmﬂ £
¥ Wexl L n

- 1ds come up but Cark shited through the surprised but delighted

| trumps this Rears before moving six clear. at being selected saving:

ﬁ week mlhmgtm“ﬁwm“ in the “It was a brilliant year,

5 4 Wee . umm%“kmﬁmm:‘xﬁﬂf “dj“mes"d"‘t:;:ﬁ

ez : i team on and off 1

What's the one thing you can't live without? My Phone.. S L TECi e et A2 S e i |

and The Southern Star every Thursday of course! :.:lu;hF miljaTb?él .;..:,ﬂ;-.ﬁ mmﬁ would not be here tonight
. L - - : ' utes from Jac i ;
What would | findin your fridge right now? Hummus, cheese E:!Hn:]ggd l:-:rull;al Eﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ ;E!{,,I:;; ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ
Ballymaioe resish, 2 : stron s F
and . . \ from Una Leacy and Bolger ﬂé’#gﬂipih; E::ﬁtl b
Name ane element yaur spart could/'should take from an- With Wexford's star minded that two years
ather? | wouldn't change a thing. forward Leacy well mar- ago she hinted at retire-
= .  slora biiots sttt mﬂ%b{:ﬁ“gﬁﬁm?ﬂ a ment. “Yes, that true, but
What do you think about when you're alone In your car? o CEn then the motivation to
“ﬁ“ﬂ“ﬁ ‘Wh’m dovmonmeasit'sgivingme: sheelinns oot délanke oM win another All-Ireland
abltoftrouble ofla Ashling Thompson moved was enough to keep me
e PP, . £ T R o contre- m imkiield, .

Who has been the biggest influence on your sporting ca- Cork had two long ra rT ge It should be pointed

pointsfirom Orla Cronin and
with Miamh MeCarthy con-
telbuting te further Cork
gcores from Amy O'Connor,
and Hannah Looney, Cork

reer? My father Sedn as he always brought us to matches.
sincewewere young andis a ver w“ﬂbhwcﬁmnnm

<k tw -] tﬂh : v e ﬂl L

out that Aoife is Dublin
based, but rarely misses
a training session, and
if she did her brother

WD O i Paudie, the team man:
. Waxford's defence continn- ager. would guickly let
What do you think cats dream of 7 If my cat is anything to P'E.b?:gﬂ Hﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬁl her know. As for the
.ih]r they dream of getting into the house and eating all H--ertln P e rravelling, she says: “It's
| thefood. w&;ﬁﬁ:ﬁ McCarthy pat “r“':l’ .'”""Hl IE: o
Eyﬁumﬁpﬁy any other sport for one day what would it ::; through the m miiir‘ out the toll plazas.”
be? Rowing with the 0'Donovan brothers. they seem fike Colter was satisfied to tap What does 2018 hold?
S over the bar from the penalty. : :
=i e e
If you joined a circus, what would you perform? Id probably with Linda Bolger atso p can-
b a clown because | wouldn't be much good at anything YT S
else! Bolger shol some excollent
g:_lzm From [rees (o drag Wex-
bk into contention, but

if you could get rid of one county inireland what would it be

. they nesdad another goal

‘andwhy? Dublin 50 that Mayo can get the chance towinthe which never looked like
Afl=Irelamd. coming.

% Caork's next eatting 1s Fobru-

What would you do if you found a penguin in your freezer? ary 18 with a home venue

rdhope it was the chocolate version 5o M'd haveit witha cup. agalnst Tipperary.

Scorers for Corkc O Coner 0-10 i

of tea. ﬂ-ip}_iﬂ'ﬂa]tmblﬂﬁ'ﬂhﬂﬂ
Loongy 0-1.

Weatord: L Boloar 008 D-B.L 0:1 45], J
Cicigiasy 1-0, U Lisowy -4,

COR: A Les: L0 Sulrean, L Treacy, M
Cohatane; & Shaghan, L H

. A L
0 Cottnd

h{mw'htyw-gn.uldtm something that we don't
know: The LIS marines have a hurng team.




eason past a strong

one for Cork clubs

= Mary Newman

AS the Juvenile camogie board gear
up fora busy season ahomd we thke a
Iook back st somve of the hightights in
what was another superh season al
undernge kevel in Cork,

The juvesnile beed umber the guid-
ance of chalr Mary O'Sullivan, is
doing huge work catering for the
riesds of players from 188 ap 1o and
Including L/16s. The setting up of this
Board in 2000 was & huge step for-
warel for Coerk and it took a huge
burden off the shoubders of the coun-
ty board.

Clubs ean enter competitions from
L1k o L1 i Go Garnes Blitzes, while
L12s are well catered for with thros
Cluster Blitzes followed by Uiz A, B
and C lempues.

The U4 partleipates in League
and Champlonship and there are
three grados A, B, and C, while the
Cork U4 Félle na nGaesl also comaes
under the remit of the juvenile
hoard in late April.

L6 champlonahip and leagues at
A, B and C levels make It & buasy cal-
endar of games (o get through. In
fotal betweern champlonship and
leagues there were fleen competi.
tlons.

“This week we rake a ook at the 1112
and U4 competitions and where the
tithes went.

A todal of 66 clubs entered the vard-
ous competitions for 2007 and the
three U112 finals were in Balllnlough
an the same day lending Liself 1o a
wonderful atmosplere.

Ar U2 A level there were six
teams: Cloughduy, Eire Og, Inniscar-
ra, Sarsflelds, Valley Rovers and
Youghal, In the final Eire Og beat
Sars, with Shauna Shechan was
maumesl the Plaver of the Maich.

The U712 B grode had a total of 31
frame split into four groups, one
“”“'l.' of six aml five groups of five.

Ballyvgarvan ami Fr O'Neill's made
it throngh to the final, with Ballvear-
van v victors though Fr O'RNeill's
Grace Rooney was Plaver of the
Match.

At of 28 teams entered the L2
L competition, was divided into five
spcthong, before Watergrashill de-
feated new club Laschra Oy in the de-
cider, Ava Fitegerald of Watergras-
hill was awarded the Player of the
Match afiter a superb performance,

Following on the huge success of
the inavsural Uld championships in
2016, fhe juvenile board continued
the competition amd in 2007 they in-
troafiiced o baekdoor system in onder
o give clubs exirn gamies,

Shxteen teams went hesd to head in
search of the Ul4 A chamipionship
titie for a frophy In memory of the
Late Peter Downey who was a won-
deriul referes and comoqie official.
His [riend and refereecing colleague
John O'Leary from Mallow ook
charge as Eire Og met All-Irelancd
Fiéile champions Sarsfolds in the
Tinal. On the day Eire Og, led by
Player of the Mateh Emily Coffey,
N Twanis e

LY ms competed in the
148 Championzhip ij {here wers

Familiar faces to Cork camogie clubs, refs Willie Wallace, Ger Sheehan and William 0'Sullivan, ﬂhﬂﬂlhﬂhhﬂnm

g

ﬁéﬁiﬁguu .l.-.-h'mpJ

g the Flaver of the Match award,
There was hiyge interest in the 116
C championship where 24 teams
compeled. The final was playved at
Casthe Road where Bockban and Bal-
linascarty had to go to exirs time be-
fore Rockbdn took the tifle, driven by
Player of the Match Aimee Modnan.
The U114 leagues ook place before
the championships and there were

onship winning panel from last season.

Ten teams were divided inte two
roups of five in the 1114 A leapuie -
ore Sarsftelds defeated Inniscarsa,
with the Player of the Maich award
poing to Clionan Lanch Sarsfields.
Twenty one cliths battled it ot for
the U4 B eagae tithe wheore the final
was contostocl between Clonghduy
anek Newcestown with Neweaestown”s
Enblin Sheehan chosen as Player af

JI'

h—h' r'
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four sections with six teams in each.
Euttevant had put in huge work in
resrganising their underage action
and thn;;Jr myde hoge strides to reach
the final but on the day they had to
give way to a strong Midleton side
taking the clhubs first title since the
clh restriscired,

There wis further joy for Midleton
ag-Jodie Keegan-0'Connell was sa-

[
e il NG i

| "f;: L

5T H:H

e,

@@ There was huge
interest in the U16C
championship
where 24 teams
competede e

gent Cork at the national Féile,
Wiwre they were victorious.

T Division 2 Feéibe final was con-
tested I:E]Nﬂwws-tﬂwn and Chardevil-
le with Newcestown taking the title,

The Cork Féile Skills winmer was
Ann Marie Colling, Courcey Rovers,
who went on to reprosent Cork and
came secomd overall.

And so. 85 another seazons is about

s h
lincolll
where

KILKENNY moved well clear

“ﬂﬂ&' competitive before Bal
B0 Cobly made it to thie finl

Hincollig took t)
with Miriam Hoaly to the fire anmes.

day in Ballinbough.

some oxcellent games before the
three finals were held on the same

champions.

The U4 C League was divided info

the: Mateh as her club were crowned

Imi

tected as Playver of the Match.
Drivizion 1 Félle final, Sars
beat Eire before golng on to mepre-

to-uwnfold we look forward 'with en-

thusiasm to plenty of undernge ca-
moghe sction, I

Cats are guaranteed of spot in the last four with third win

at the top of Group 2 of t
thlicwnuEiR Irelan &:nrumh:
Loa u':i D'ﬁf".““ 1 with their
i nIn thres sutings at
the weekend, $
o This time a 1-14 ta 0.0
::ﬂ"é.lﬁph nw ﬁu:h-mmt
Enbours Witerford at the
Conaliy Shamrocks club.
| Ann Downey's outfit are al-
muéﬂ_nu-ed af o plnee in the
Mot four oi nine poknts ns they
tessie & thied thtlo in o row
it the batile for the seeomd
#pol Is certain to go down to

ﬂrﬁ"ﬂ :;m:mﬂ}dnhle rﬁ:ﬂ;
¥ in the gume,

# Linda Mallerick %ﬂmmuﬁtﬁm pxints on

an way Lo caompil-

H'm wire with Limerick, Dub-  ing her personaly tnl}u}‘Po!'

n, Waterford and Clare ina soven. They got to within four

logfam all om four in e

Mirlam ‘Walsh and Dmliﬂi
Gaule struck four points pach,
while Grace O'Donnells goal
after 11 minutes helpod the
winners cstablish a seven-
oy SRR

ar VIS

benelit of & couple nfmrsth.ul:
the top level this term and dis.

early in the second half b
'-'-'EIJJ;;I. Gatile and Aoife Doyle
hil scores ak the champions
ensid away to the derby vie-

hore was a Shannonside .
Elfnﬂl?t: tisn mld]{::!'an:- uﬁ“fud

apging rlehits and ihefr

Mrst win by 1-& to 0-9 ut Hul?hn

kealo, They burst ont of the

traps with a trio of points in-
cluding a brace [rurﬂ]
Orla Devitt, but Niamh l.'ﬁ':
caly hit fonr in succesabon to
move Limerick ahopd,

The key score arrived in the
20th minute, when Clare's
Regan Conway brilliantly
fielded the sliotar from Ei-
ansar Kelly's fireo and her shod
Iimlppqd to the net. Scores by
Chloe Morey and Andron
D'Keeffe ensured that the
Bannerwomen kepid thelr
nosss ahead bt Mulcahy dis-
Pliyed her customary leador-

added fve in the second to en-

ship from
haaf's play and placed

to keep the result in  able David H X ]
doubd right to the end. dﬂulnutvthe hfmiiflz
In the group's final game,  tory.
Dublin also bagped their first In Group 1, All-Ireland
win of the cam B-15t0 8-  champions -had the woee-
10 against Meath, There was  kend offand were foined af the
nuthing in itat the break, with — top of the table by Wexford
the Royals just & point inar-  who defeated by 2:11 to
rears 0-7 to 0-6 thanks fo four ~ 0-8 af the St acility
points from Acife Maguire. in Bl . -
Who finished with six, and twe  Goal machisie Una Les
from Amy Gaffney, and Joanmne Dl
st il Dot oy ree _ green flag e
. your oon SR Xl
All-Treland semi-finalists and fuil;:em o o
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earnfrom
the league

¥ITH 1wo wins from pwo
ames, Cork are sitting pretry
t the top of their Linlewoods
reland Camogie League D
fon 1 group with maximum
ints - and in a good position
o qualify for the business end
i the competition.

Wins against Galway and
Vexford so far have Cork off to
hieideal start and they now face
Mipperary and Offaly in their
inal two group games,

Some say that winning isn't
verything, it's the only thing.
'es, this will be Cork’s mental-
v come June in the height of
hampionship, but the league
ampaign can be utilised for far
nore imporiant things, more
ignificant in fact that winning
ilwerware at thisTime of the
ear. Here are ven lessons Cork
vill hope to learn from this
ear s bengue campaign,

Bleoding of new/younger
alayers: Last season saw Cork
ontest both All-Ireland sen-
or and intermediate finals,
e have seen before that both
reades training together can
wove beneficial to both squads,
=specizlly for the intermediate
cam who reap the rewards of
vigh-intensity training at the
op level, Cork will look to some
f these plavers to make the
1ep uwp o senlor inter-coun-
vy camogie and will experi-
nent during the league b0 see

hen their senior panel.

T identify the necessary
unger and drive: [€5 easy
y become stagnant and find
purself going through the mao-
ons with mo real push or drive
uring a season, cspecially a
e beginning of the year, Cork
ave experenced sucoess on
e off over the past aumber of
ears, They have to find some-
hing to prope] them forward
Wce dgain to new helghts this

Management teams and
their players are quick to sense
a hunger within a team and if
they feel itis absent early in the
year, they will work hard 1o iy
and bring out that spark come
championship time. Following
& league campaign, =ams can
often have an eight-week win-
dow where they seek inspira-
tion, 4 reason to make such a
huge commimment.

Homework for manage-
ment: Management ceams all
over the country would tell vou
that no squad; no final 15 or
namber 12 s set in stane in Fels-
ruary, not to mind June, YWhat
the league allows is for players
o prove their worth, to show off
and hopefully find some place
within the starting team.

Cork are now faced with the
challenge of replacing players
wiho are no lopger in the squad.
Last season's captain fantastic
Rena Bucldey and the versatibe
Eamear O Sullivan are two play-
crs that we don't know yvet il
they'll be back. If these players
don’t return, whio will slot into
their positions? Perhaps the

will assist management
in solving this puzzle.

Work on the weaker points
of last year: Playing with full
focus over G0 minutes was
something thar was lacking
in the Cork camogie team Inst
year. We saw it in the All lre-
land semi-final where Galway
appeared o be making a sig-
nificant comeback in the second
half and Cork had to defend
like never before to edge into
the final.

Cork need 1o push on when
they're ahead and be relentless
toensure they are not in a panic
situation. Mot only is it difficult
for the players, it causes heart
palpitations for the spectanors!
While the team won't have
a consistent line-up in every
game of the league, this attinde
and complete canceniraton s

CAMOGIE MATTERS

By Jennifer O ea Ty

L nrletes — A [ — =
LOFK 5 Next camogie league game is home to Tipperary on February 18th

More to comi: Orla Cronin had her best-ever seasonin a Cork jersey last year and she willbe keen to bulld on that, says Jen-

nifer O'Leary.

Last season's captain fantastic Rena Buckley

and the versatile Eimear 0'Sullivan are two
players that we don’t know yet if they'll be
back. if these players don't return, who will
slot into their positions?

something Pawdie Murray will  year and really showcased
be trying toinstilinto all hispo-  herself as a confident and skil-
tential players in preparation ful half forward who lhas
for tougher games in the . etched out a regular
SuMmmer, position for herself

Build on the [ within the team.
strengths of 2007: | W Amy O0°Connor was
A shining light of the | also one 10 warch
2017 league and cham- & 8 and is growing in
pionship campaign &) ¢ strength and abil-
wits undoubtedly Enni- S5 ity as every
skeane’s Orla Cronin. YOAT PARSES,
She had the best -+ There
vear of her life are stal-
on the camo- | WArts

gie field fast

team in the sccurare Orla Cot-
ter and the reliable Gemma
' Connor whoe are expericnoed
and will bring the younper play-
s 1o greater heights this year,

Finding who can withstand
ithe pace: The league partof the
season can also be the most gru-
elling when it comes to training.
Ultimately, pre-season training
i saill in Full swing and players
will be trying 1o juggle tough
conditioning gym sessions
with regular camogié training
as well as accounting fer the
league games on tough ter-
rain, This is an arduous time of
year and often plavers who are
unable 1o withstand the pace
and commitment are identi-
fied Fairly easily. Management
will be taking note of this while
players themselves may feel the
pressure of wanting to impres,

Treat the league as a
learning process instead of
A winning process: As | have
mentioned sarlier, the league
docsn’t really tell the real sto-
ry of how o team is doing and
what toexpect from them come
championship, Most tearms thag
win the league can often fall
away in the later stages of the
summer games. The league
should be wiilised as a beaming
process, There is no peaking
in Febreary and only the most
experienced teams can truly

Cork's Eimear O'Sullivan in action
| inthe 20017 All=Ireland final,

get this uming right. For thi
Cork team, the beague is just s
practice, the championship i
the real deal.

Create @ strong bond be
ween the players: Every yeas
brings new plavers to the fol
and 5o 3 familiarity and cama
raderie needs o be establishec
between them. The league car
help to build a trust bepweesr
each plaver and insnl a belie
that all players from one b 25
will have a role to play in the
SEAS0H,

Set out a signal of intent
Cork are the All-lreland cham
pions and so they will also wane
their league campaign bo ox
press their aims and objectives
for the year, They will be send
ing out a message to the othes
ren teams thar *We are Cork
and “We have our eye on the
prize again this year”.

New captains bring ncw
ideas: Aoife Murray of Clough-
duv has stepped up as capinir
this year and ghe will be im-
mense, Aoife was always very
vocal in the dressing room and
the huddle, not to mind fram
the goal-line area where her
presence was felt all over the
patch, Mo doubt Aoife will work
closely with her brother Paudic
1 ensure no stone is left un-
mwirned In the year abead, She
is n strong charncterand the
respect payers have for her wil
gronw from the league into the
heighis of the scason.



Newcestown's hard

work is rewarded

n John Bohane

THE victorious Mewcesiown inter-
mediate camogio toam, who captured
county glory last season, were hon-
oured for their historic sucoess when
they hield their victory dinper dancea
nt the Munster Arms Hotel recently.

The Meweestovwn intermediate ca-
miogie team enjoyed & greal 2007 a8
they captured keagise and champion-
ship glory. The guest of honour on
the night was legendary dual siar
Briege Corkery. Team coach Finbarr
O'Callaghan was thrilled with the
dintier dance,

=1t was a great night, well deserved
afier their herol: year. It was nice for
the plavers to Ltn_jﬁ the limelight.
The players enjoyed themselves: [t
wis @ very enjoyable evening.” de-
clared their proud coach.

Finbarr was lavish in his praise for
i contribution inspiratienal Cork
plaver Briege Corkery made on the
night. Bricge who won 17 All-Ireland

Jtitkes In both eodes delivered & roass-
kg speech which went down a treat.

“She spake very well, The main
themee of hor s h was hard work.

“She regaled us with stories aboiit
the feats of Rena Buckley and her
sheer dedieation to both hor club and
county in both codes. She alsa
stressed the importanee in finding
ilse right balance betwoeen sport and
rest. [t was vory powerful stufl and
onr players took it all on boaird,

“She s @ very inspirational pliveer
am individual."

Mewcestown had previously won
the intermedinte camogio champlon-
ship in 1995 before they re-graded
down to the junior grades in the cardy
part of the 215t century. The club is
now thriving ence again thanks to
hard work both on and «ff the pitcl,
Finbarr is delighted they have re-
tnrmed to glory,

"Our numbers competing at
underage level decreased rapidly
and we struggled for a good while.
Our numbsers have since graduoally
improved.

“We won the junior A champion-
ship two vears ago and thankfully we
vl the intermediate title shortly
afler going up.

“Laots of stuff behind the scenes
has come Fight for us which has en-
abledl us o enjoy snccess once again.
Wit have o greal nnderage set-upwith
griat coaches nvolvsl which s cru-
cial for the long-term [oture of the
cluls,"”

Finbarr was thrilled to play his
part in helping the intermediate
team capiure league and champion-
ship honours.

- er?juwda great season. I was
great to finish the season with the
double, 1t was very important fo win
the Intermediate county title which
enables us fo move wp i grade,

“We had seven or eight of the 1114
pane] also playing big roles on the in-
termaodiate team which augurs well

for the fulure. Their presence on the

team shows the-hard work going on
haohingd the

*The coaching within the cinb {5
brillinmt amd 6 l.'ill-lﬂ.'ln?| off on thie
picl All the sonches within the club
can tnks groat prido in the suceess we
canjoyed last season,”™

The Newcastown intermediale

.

sicoess was bulll around o nice mix
of youth and experience. Finbarr
paid tribute to the leadership
gualities of his playors,

“We had a lot of experienced
plavers in our panel who displeyed
preat beadorship theoughouit the sea-
=0m which was vital [n our success.
Qe playvers teavelled from all over
the couniry to make iraining
sessions and games,

“Thelr attiimles are brilliant. They
were also greaf in helping the

Newcestown's Anty Murphry gathers the sliothar ahead of Lismore's Shona Carran dur-
ing the AIB Munster Senior Camogie Club Championship final at Castle Road,

Picture; Howard Crowdy

vounger players integrate within the
sguad which created & sirong unity
within ogir tearnm,”

Thaodedicated team ooach resumed
training the Mewcestown adult co-
mogle team three seasons age. He is
dielighited e came back to frain them
ance ngain.

“They are o great team fo work
with. The players hive beea a joy o
coach. We have 4 blg panel of 30
players who are all keen to enjoy sue-
cess with Mewcestoswn. Thoy always

@@ Lots of stuff
behind the scenes
has come rightfor us
which has enabled
us to enjoy success
once againe e

want to improve. .

*John Cronin, who enjoyed o lot of
sticcoss with Clonghduy and Cark,
asked moe to get involved. We have a
great backroom team. We have
wurked great together.

" Aoife O°Sullivan has done great
wirk. Sean Twomey got invalved Last
v and he was a great addition 1o
tha: fem.

Followlng their county success,
Newcestown progeeded into the
Munster club championship. They

were ultimately defeated by Water-
ford side Lismore in the Munster
fimal. It was i great experience and
learning carve secording to Finbarr.

“Lismore were a very strong team,
it was their fifth time winning the
Munster club championship, It wisa
great experience for our players.

“We had great support and if was a
great occasion for the players to par-
ticipate in o Munster final. We will
definitely learn from the expori-
once"”
Mewecestown will now compete in
the senbor B grade this season. Fin-
hairr well aware of the stern chal-
lenges ahead is looking forward o
thi mew fn:le.

=1t will be a very tough grade.

There are 12 toams in the ADY-
one of those 12 feams will fancy their
chanoes of success. [t s great fo be in
this grade.

*It will be m tough . Wi
are umder no ilkuskoss. We will train

hard, prepane well and hopafully
enjoy a good season. We aill have a
lot of young plavers involved once
again with our panel and hopefullhy
they will continme fo improve.

“We have a lot of very telenied
yvoung players coming through
which is very positive”

Finbarr is very confident Newons-
th-:-wr.} camogie club have a very posi-
v firture. -

"0 underigie numbers are very
strong, we have & gront committes
and great conches daing super work
The future is bright.™
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Camogie keen
tobuild on

2017 success

BY KIERAN MCcCARTHY

ANOTHER busy season lies in
wait fioy Evelyn '[:I'ﬂ'l-r]Ej', om and

One of the more ExXpericnoed
FIEFEFE on the Nn—w:gﬂm
s:a.mulgle team that will com-
Pete in the senior B ranks in
Cork this year, Evelyn is alsa
the chairperson of Newcestown
Camogie Club.

__Busy times at the helm, but
it's a dual role she enjoys.

"1 was living in Kildare for a
bit. T came home last year and
it the AGM they were looking

for a chairperson, I was free
50 | took up the role,” she said,
now into her second year as
chairperson,

Two weeks ago she spoke
at the Newcestown Camogie
and GAA Celebratory Dinner
Dance held in the Munster
Arms Hotel, an evenr that
toasted the many successes of
theclubin 2017,

There was the league and
championship double for the
intermediate team - with Eve-
lyn involved - and they also
qualified for the cluly’s firstever
Munster final, The Newoestown
minors also won 2 West Cork
and league double, so good
times for camogie in Néwces-
Lown

Ul'l;drra,g:cmnnghism.

too, the Uz, Ul0s and 17125 all
have good numbers while the
Ul4s won the county Féile st
season and went on o repre-
sent Cork in the national Féile,

On top of all thar, Newces-
town camagic was akso repre-
sented at county level - Grace
Ryan, Orla Barrett and Aoibhe
Sheehan played Ul4 for Cark in
2017, Ciara OSullivan was with
the: Uls, while Maeve
was involved with the minors
and intermediages,

“The GAA is very important
here in Newcestown,' Evelyn
explnins.

‘All the kids in Mewesstown
school play GAA and it starts

“There is great support from
teachers in the school and
parents as well, and with the
chab we have great help from
the trainers and parents, and
there's 2o much interest and
goodwill towards the varioss
teams and the club.’

A teacher at Sunday's Well
Girls' NS, juggling being a play-
er and chairperson is a labour
of love for Evelyn whose cous-
ins, Colette and Rose Desmond
are key members of the senior
B teamn, while she is a sister 1
John Crowley who captained
the Mewcestown hurlers to
Cork FIHC glory a few seasons
back. Omn top of that, she is a

' the clubls half as successful as ast year, it willbe
another great season’- Newcestown Camogle Club

niece of former All-Star Cork
hurler Tim Crowley 50 Newces-
town GAA isvery much a part of
who she is.

"Winning the county interme-
dinte title - against Enniskeane
in the final - kast vear is a huge
boost to the club,’ she explains.

“We were senior Ba few years
aga but it didn't go well.

Irwashard to going out every
year and losing so we took the
decision to drop down 1o junior
and build the club up again.

“Three years ago we won the
junior title and then it took us
w0 years to win the intermedi-
ate 50 it's fantastic to be back up
o sendor B. It was a tough ded-
2o 1o drop dovn b we made
the righe call, It has worked out
just as we hoped and we are
back now a berter team and a
stronger club,”

Evelyn considers herself part
of the more experienced bri-
gade on the team, along with
Rose and Colette Desmond,
Suzanne Deasy, Therese Me-
Carthy, Hilda Kenneally and

Twomey.

"We've plenty of experience
anyway, she laughs ahead of
the start of 2 new season = and
a crack off senior B. Last year's
management team of Conor
Condan, Sean Twomey, John

Theb:ur: The Newcestown senior B camogie
Jehn Cronin and Finbarr O'Callaghan pictured at the recent

A 5

Newcestown Camogie Club Chairperson Evelyn Crowley (centre) pictured with Rose

Desmond and Sein Crowley.

Cronin, Liga (Suollivan and
Finbarr O'Callaghan has re-
mained on, and training stans
thiz weskend,

"We want to drive it on again
and get as far ag we can in all
competitions - and if the cub
is half o5 swocessful as kast year,

it will be another grear season,’
said Evelyn, as Newcestown
camagie looks to build on s
momenium [ram 2007,

Camogie Association Media Awards and

Mick
announced

nne Memorial Awards’ recipients
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Draws are made for
2018 tournament

m Mary Newman

LAST year after a break, the Ballin-
collig Camogie ¢lub reorganised
their hugely suecessful under lights
senior camogie tonrnament.

Omece again the event was a big hit
with the clubs participating as it pro-
vided them with excellent pre season
games in the lad up to the leagus
competitions getting underway. The
compatition recelved a huge boost
lagt wear when the family of the late
Bremdan Butler came on board spon-
2oring & cup for the competition and
this auided to the prestige of the event
to have such a beantiful trophy for
the winning team.

The late Brendan was an officer of
Ballincallig Camogie Chab when he

azged away Tive vears ago, Hoe was a

uge character in the club and al-
ways had a word for everyone and he
iz still fondly remembered by every-
one in the clab.

With the support of his wife Liz
amd two daughters Kate and Anna
thee cup wias presented b e cluband
thelr support gave the competition a
hupe boost as the participating clubs
gave it everyithing to come out on top.,

The honour of being the first cap-
tain 1o receive the trophy fell to Cork
senior player Leanne O'Sullivan who
captained the first winners of the
trophy Glen Rovers who edged oot
Sarsfields In an exclting final.

It's time to get up and running
again and on Friday night last this
vear's tournamant was launched at
the Ballineollig GAA club where the
draws were made [or the games.
Rince the first tournament in 2008 the
competition has provided great pre-
season games for clubs getting back
into teaining as the main aim i$ to get
tenma back onte the playing felds.

Ballincollig Credit Unlon have
oncE ARAin come on board as main
sponsors fr the tournament and the
family of the late Brendan Butler
were again present on Friday last
and thiz adds to the prestige of the
event, also this year the winning
team will bo presented with medals
which are being spensored by Ken
Quinn, who ig a member of the Bal-
lincollig GAA club and who was &
gootd friemd of Brendan's,

Grganisers from the Ballineollig
camogle wore present on the night
inciuding secretary Denis O Rourke,
who will co-ordinate the tourna-
ment, camogle club PRO Orla Egan
and vice chairwoman Breda Barry.
Camogie chairman Mike D'Brien
spoke and welcomed all in attend-

ANOL.

He paid tribute to all who pot a
huge affort into the cvent each year
and had a special mention for the Late
Brendan who worked o hard within
the club.

Mike weleomed Liz Butler and
thanked the family for theic sippert
of the event, Mike also than 1]
for coming on beard (o sponsor
medals for the winning team some-
thing which again adds further to thi
tournament, e also Mike thanked
m;a clu}l:.l} ﬁzglﬂﬂ:wiﬂ 1the COMm-

0 iLhea LT 5.

'T'hh’%an fdenl opportunity for
it o get their season up and run-
i, fhlsgranr wie luave aix teams five
Senior and one Senior I competing

A‘- Ballincollig

Camougie l:lull_

incollig ——

JNION LimiTeD
[LFE | f,.q:,.. -

Ballincollig camogie chairman Mike O'Brien Louise Weste and Liz Cremin-Butler at the launch of the Ballincollig under Bghts camogie tournament with Ted Curtin, Douglas,

Eithne Allen, Sars, and Martin Haurihan, Ballygarvan.

Ballincollig's Denise Cronin breaks past Ballinhassig’s Hayley Colingel;

and since the tournament began
clubs look forward to it avery year
and we thanks all the clubs for
coming along and making the com-
patition so spacial. s

“ Al this time of the year it isall
aboail petting back into trsining and
with each club guarantecd a mini-
o of thros pames it will help enor-
moushy as chibs are trying to getting
back into action and gef the feol of
the pitch after the long winter break-
| am sure that which every club

iy

comes ol on top this year will hi
clogely walching to see can they
make it to the top in thelr champion-
ship campadgn.*

Ancther first this year is that there
will be 2 Player of the Final award,
Thiz will be chesen on ithe night of
the final and i= sponsored by Lix
Batlor aod family.

Dowm through the , thi el
has got huge support the refier-
etd and again this vear they have a
panel of refs ready and willkng with

Picture: David Keane

Cathal Epan, Pat Molan, Eddie ©°5ul-
livan and Ger Shochin all available
and ready o Fu-

Participating in the tournament
are fivesenlor clubs Dougles, Eallyg-
arvan, Ballincollig, Glen Rovers and
Sarsflelds and senkor B club i O,
Teaums whll e i two groups with the
tap teams in each group going for-
ward: to contest the final. Wharo
Eoaums are on lenel points at the e of
the series scores for amd againet will
be taken knfo account.

@@ The late
Brendan Butler was
a huge character in

Ballincollig camogie
club...”

Roatrd one geds imsderway on YWed-
niesday next when hosis Ballincollig
{ake on Eire O, followed at Spm by
Sarslields against Douglas, .
Tho achadide for The remaindar of kho com-
petithon bs an folicws:

Fobruary 21: Ballygarmn « Glon Eovers st

Fabayary 28 Sarfehis v Ghon Fovars o B.300m;
Badyganvan v Do G5 a1 B +
Barch 71 Sarvlaich v Eia 00 of B30pm: Batin-
exilig v Glan Rovers al ligen it
Misreh 12 Bakygaran v Deugli ol 8.0
Mprsh 14 Funal ol Bpm



Major step forward

for progressive club

| CAMOGIE

i John Bohane

KILMEEM and Kilbree GaAA Club
have established a junior camogic
team for the first tme in their hiz-
fory this season to meet the growing
demand from emerging players
within thelr hinterland,

The underage section of thelr ca-
mogie club have enjoyed great suc.
cess in recent seasons which
prompied the club to register an
adult team this seazon.

The elub held thelr first trainking
session of the vear on Friday, Febru-
ary 2, which proved a huge success
revesled their hard working PRO
Marle Dorgan,

"W had & great inenot,

*IE was a very proud moment for
the club.

"We are a relatively voung club
and b 12 great o see our club growing
and our plavers developing,

*We have very talented voung
plavers coming through and the
Junior feam will provide them
with an outlet (o continue their
development,” suid the diligent PRO.

The decisfon to create an adult
team within the Kilbree camogie
club was made to ensure the
talented underage playvers coming
through at present will ultimately
advance to their junier team, while
the growing demand from adwlt
players within their hinterland
necessitated the establishment of a
juanior team.

“Wie felt it was the right cholo: and
timve to act as it will ensure the cur-
rent talented group of players
coming through can continue their
dovelopment with our elnh.

“It iz important we hold on to the
girls going forward and meet the
growing demand for an adalt cnmo-
gie team,

“We have had a great response 1o
solting up an adult team.

“We have attracted back plavers
whe had been plaving with nefgh-
bpuring cliibs and we have recrulied
players who haven't played in a
wihibe.

“It is great for the local glrls to play
camagke with their leeal club,

“We have a small catchment aren
o0 every player who commits is
warmly welcomed,

“It i5 also great for the commumnity.

“There |s a great bz in the arvea.

“We fimel this is the right time to set
Wik junior tearm,

“Wi hawve very strong experiencsd
plavers whe combined with the wery
promising young players coming
through will ensure a sirong junbon
tearm golng forward.”

The jJunior team will compete in-
itially In the lower grades In both the
West Cork league and championship
ag they seek to estahblish themeelves
ab achlt el

“Ohar alm is to start low and work
BT WAY U,

“We didn't want bo be put in s high
grade inftially in case we struggled
‘Iﬁ'lﬂm wonld have been dishearten-
g

“Or underage camogie tems are
mm o ing in the highest grades

which augurs well for the fu-

"i‘hn emphasis In the first year

?mmlg h;ﬂmn :'.rhmtr:n_aj :]uch_ it will
all about integrating playvers and
getting used to sysiems ete.

=t is important we find 'onr foet at
the adult grade and hopefully in #ime
we can work our way up the respect-
ive grades.”

The Kilbree junior ca & e
will be coached by Sean O'Brien, wheo
played an infliential role in guiding
£ Blitbree juntor hurking temm bo di-
visbonal siceess in H1E

It is & huge couwp for the elub to
have enticed Sean to train the Junior
camigio tenm, revealsd Murie,

"“We have & very dedicated team of
people helping out within the club
which {5 greatly appreciated.

“Sean t= a preat eoach. He holped
t&‘lﬁjum bearm win the Flver Nyhan

M.

“We are'thrilled to have him on

board.

Kilbree U14 camogie team receive their Carbery championship medals from Kevin 0'Donavan on February 3.

“Ajdan O°'Shea wiho plays with the
Junioer hurding team is also coaching
the team.

“He is a young Lad who knows the
playars well. He is a great addition to
tha coaching ticket."

The Kilbree camogie underage sec-
tion is thriving.

They have won two county titles at
both U2 and Ul4 level in recent
YEArs.

Theit hirales wore récognised re-
cently when they werée the stars of a
celebratory medal presentation.

Cork l:'_:|:||.1.|'||:,1_.I Board vice-chairman
Kevin O'Donovan res.unled the
medals to the talen

“We are flelding teams fmm s
leval to U6

“We have a number of players cur-
rently playing for development
sguacs which 15 great recognition
boits For them and the club,

“Or school Kilmeen N5
won the county tithe last seasomn,

“There is a great nucleus of
plavers corming through.

“Mext senson, we hope to field a
minor team,

“Membership is going very well,

“We have great support ;llmm 1he
parents of the playversalse which is a
griat help,

*They are very willing as there is a
Job for everyone,

“The medals presentaiion was o
Ereat suocess.

*There was great excitement and
the ]Jlu:ﬂ:-r-a really enjoyed them-
salves.”

Camo ie has
Cork an
GV I'l:I'L'l:"I:Il. m.

Theestablishment of o junior team
In Kilbres camagie club is testament
to the growing demand.

wn rapldly in
ork in particular

@@Curaimisto
start low and work
our way up... Our
underage camogie
teams are
competing in the
highest grades
possible which
augurs well for the

future’,

Mlarie is thrilled with the rise of ca-
mogie in West Corlk.
“Every club iz developing and
working hard.
put there Iy 1t Of 8504 work poing
a WO E
on behind the scenes.
"T‘J'-e :mchm i5 wery strong and
‘eloping with each

mr
“There is work been done at
Carbery level which aides the
development also.
“It iz proat fo see.” |
e o
Frc VoR t
forward

“The 'pmiri-'u- effects of our 1al-
will be felt in

“We have a lot of strong plavers
coming through =



CORK cmogie goalkeeper and
captain
for the coming season Aoife Mur{-?i:.r
"!-]l-'m; named a5 the overall winner of the
SFM/C103 GAA Sports Star of the
year, in association with the Roches-
town Park Hotol, on Friday night at the
annual gala banguet,

Aolfe, winner of the September
award. was chosen from an impressive
“13;: af the 12 monthly nominees that in-
e et

wi
m'l-l- i r clubs or
neluded among the monthl
winners Cork's were players whi
buoyed success with Cork hurling
teams that took Munster titles at U17,
thinor, and sonfor levels,

The eight-time All-Ireland medal
winner and seven-time All Star proved
}L':fuid"f';’f']fd pula;_chnr:ie arj-.;[

A ovation mt

aﬂ;nﬂnﬁm o, -~ ;

olle was pleasantly surprised bat
dalighted at being EE]}l;t!Eﬂ. and, in a
questions and answers with MC Fin-
barr MeCartliy, she leoked back on the
Enason gone by, "It was a brilllant vear
s in the end we as & team on aned off
the field got our jiist reward, and |
wirild not be here fonight only for the
hard work put in by o very dedicated
group of plavers.”

Anife patd tribute to the players,
backroom team, and county board:
"“We have o fantastie setup and it
makes it 50 casy as a player to bework-
ing together, the county board works
closely with us as a team and with the
management and this is important as
m know everything is looked after

She was gently reminded that two
yoars ago she hinted at reticement.
"Yeg, that's true | cerfainly was think-
ing in that direction but then the moti-
vatkon 1o win another All-Treland was
enough to keep me golng™

Aalfe is based in Dublin bt rarely
misses a training session, and if she
did, her brother Paddie, (he team man-
aper, would quickly let her know. "Yes
he sure would there &5 no preferential
treatment there.™

The travelling is hard and when one
thinks it's done without any courtesy
car, it"s a tribute to the dedication
Anifie has to camogie — but apain she
shrugged off the praise. “Ah sure, [t's
part of my routine-now althongh |
could do without the toll plazas or
mayhbs somesne would sponsor me a
fiow tol] thgs.”

ahead with enthusiasm o
2018 and ll.thn honour of leading Cork in

Cork ace Aoife
given top award

Aoife Murray collects her award for everall GAA Sports Star at the Cork 96FM and C103 14th annual GAN Sperts Star Awards held at the
Rochestown Park Hotel, alengside, Kieran McGeary, CEO Cork 96FM and C103; Tracey Kennedy, Cork GAA County Board chairwoman;
MC Finbarr McCarthy, Frank Murphy, secretary Cork County Board; and Diarmuid Vaughan, sales manager at the Rochestown Park

Hotel.
CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

thie defence of the title, Aoife knows it
will be & big ask again: *Training is
poing well we have won our first two
games in the league and we will see
where it takes us, but we are all look-
Ing forward to summer and the Cham-
pionship ship.”

In her address, County Boand chalir-
workan Tracey Eenned}rr'pr&ued all
the monthly winners. “It includes

FREE TALK
‘Physical & Mental Health Awareness’

with

Cork Camogie Star

Aisling Thompson

Trident Hotel, Kinsale
Thursday, February 15th at 8pm

This talk is organised by Kinsale Youth Support Services.

Under 16' should be accompanied by a parent/guardian

Caring for the Mental Health of Young People

AWWIK(SS IO R

some of the very best hurlers,
foothallers, and camogle players we
haxe in our county and while cnly one
will win the overall award, every omne
af you are winners by the manner in
which voo played our games during
the year.”

Tracey praised the award sponsors,
saying: “These are the most prostig-
lous awards in the county and in
G6FMC103 we here In Cork are the
env¥ of every county in the coantry
given the outstanding coverage they
Eh'e our games, while [ cannot speak

ighly encugh of the courtesy [ am

Picture: Tony 0'Conned

afforded by evervone here in the
ﬁﬂgrutnwn Park Hoted every timae |
git,

*] commend them for thelr continu-
ed support of these awards and our
games within the county.”

There were iwo other awards
prezented on the night: Douglas and
Cork mimer hurling star Brlan
Turnbull was the recipient of the
Kieran O'Driscell Youth Award,
while former Cork All-Treland-
winning captain Tom Cashman was
the reciplent of the Donal Lehane Bis-
tinguished Carcer award,

,Kinsale . Support Services

R —




Cork favourites to'

advance to semi

Linda
Mellerick

" SUNDAY: Litthswsods Diviston 1 Hasisnal
League: Cork v Tippeeary, CIT, Jp=n

IT'S no surprise that Cork go Into their
third Mational League fixture on
Sunday with twoe wins from two.

In a group that eontains Wexford,
Tipperary, Galway and Offaly, thoy
were always strong favourites to
advance to the semi-finals. It jsn't a
sure thing yet, but Cork will be
expected (o account for Tipperary on
Sumday at home in CIT.

Cork haven'i plaved a game in three
weeks bot with many playing thivd
bevel camogie at present they should
atill be sharp. While the Third Level

jchampionship has undoubledly hin-
dlered full sguad training. other coun-
jties find themselves in the same posi-
tinn. Poor weather conditions post-
poned last Sunday's Ashbourne Cup
final between UL and UCE to next
.1.'.’:,-dnusﬂ:1!.' with Cork playing either
side of It against Tipperary and away
i to Offaly on Saturday the 24ih.

With Cork having last weekend off
Wexlord, who defeated Offaly by 211 16
i, joined tvem at the top of the Groap
1 table but Cork have a game in hand.
Tipperary also have three games
played, lozing two to Wexford and
Galbway andd defeating Offaly. Cork will
once again head into the game as
fvorirites, +

Conditions aren’t conduchve to flow-
ing hurling this time of the year and
Cork dug out a battle in Ennlscorthy
three weeks agn., -

Aileen Shechan acquitted hersel
well for her starting debut with Orla
Cotter scoring 10 points, nine from
frees, from Cork's total tally of 15

Aokfe Murray and Gemma 0'Connor
are back tralning but It's doubtful
they'll start Sunday’s game. Julia
White iz also training well,

While the team wasn"t annownced at
the tima of pring 'ltl;iprinl 1 oxpeet it to
be along the lines of Amy Lee in goal,
Leanne 0'Sullivan, Laura Treacy,
Maeve Cahalane, Finola Meville,
Alleen Sheelan and Chloe Sigerson in
defance

Although Ashling Thompson could

will play a defensive role too, Libhy
Coppinger, who gets hetter with every
euting. and Orla Cotter could take the
midfield positions while Hannah Loo-
ney, Orla Cronin, Amy O'Connor,
Lauran Heman, Niamh MeCarthy and
Linda Collins could again get a start-
ing nod as the Mackey's are also
rested. The leagwe is for Irying new
players, so I'd expect many of Cork’s
seasoned ﬁla.reramail.nm.

Meanwhile, an inexperionced Gal-
way line-up claimed their first
triumph of the season under new mian-
ager Tony O Donovan, bullding on
being level at the break 0-6 apiece to
pull clear after the resumption and
overcome Tipperary 2-14 to 1-10,

Tipp's Calt Devane was the game's
leading scorer with ekght points, seven
afl which came from frees, and substi-
tute Grace O'Brien hit the net, but the
Premier county were wnabbe to sustain
a lead. They do remain marginally
ahead of the Westerners in thicd on the
tahle, kowever, with a score difference
of o point in thelr Gavour,

Poctare: INFIE0Een Sutton

Cork's Niamh McCarthy s tacled by Wexford's Shauna Sinnott. Picture: INPHOen Sutton

New faces added to Cork Division 2 camogie panel

SUNDAY: Liftlewoods Division 2 Matlonal Leagne:

Cork v Carlow, CIT, 1pm.

Cork open the defence of their Divizgion 2 Litele-
woods Mational leagie title in CIT on Sunday,

CAMOGIE
= Mary Mewman

Twice last season Cork and Carlow's paths erossed
with victory going to Cork on il occaslons.
At present Paudie Murray is managing the DMyl
jsbon 2 side but he hopes to add to his backrowm team
a5 the weeks go on. Former senior selector Geroge
Flizgibbon from Milford has jolned, with Ballyhea’s
Frances Killeen also coming on board while Scan
Cromin, who was joint-manager with Paudie lasi
season, continmes on the selecton commibtiee
)., There are a few new faces on the panel this season
Hallinhnssig's Catriona Collins, Inniscarra duo
{ Alleen Shoghan and Aoife Kavanagh, Keelagh Cul-
lnane, Fr O°Nelll's, Slobhan Hutchinsen (Eire Og),
REachel ©'Callaghan. St Catherine's; and Kate
MeCarthy (Aghabullogue) have all rocefved the call

}in and will be hoping for game Ume throngh the
Cag,

Last seasen captain Niamh N Chaosimh 15 cur-
rently abroad whilst Leah Weste, Jennifier Barry and
Sarah Buckley have not as yel peturned,

Lauren Callanan, who was tremendons all
thirough lest season, Sarabh Harrington and Roisin
Killeon should be amongst the starting 15 on Sunday.

SLUMNDAY: All-Irelanad Minor Champienship: Cork
v Dublin, Parnell’s, 2.80pm

Cork head to Dublin for the opening prme of the
mingr champbonahip in a tovugh groatp that has them
palred with Weslord, Kilkenny and champlons Gal-
WY,

Lhvier the last namber of years. Dublin camaegie has

come on in leaps and bounds the huge amount of
support being pumpesd irmo teams in all codes in the
capital is very evident.

Preparations have been going well but with just
under four weeks work put in Cork will be severely
tested by a Dubilin side who have a lot of work done
rCSeason .

Cork have a new managament team in place this
yoar.

Former Cork senior hirding and Midleton hurling
club trainer Jerry Wallace is the manager and he is
joined by former U116 coach MMike Boland, Michael
Walsh and Marguerite Fitzpatrick

Cork have cight survivors from ast year's panal
inchwding Sarah Ahern, Moira Barrett, Helli
gan, Aoife Hurley and Laura Haves. [t will'be s tough
ask o come awny with the points on offier but Cork

will phve 1t evervihing they have s thed bid for the
perfect start




McCarthy
top-scores
as Cork
prevai

CAMOGIE
# Mary Newman

Cork
Carlow

1-12
0-3

CORK got the defence of their
Littlewood's DivisionTwo
National League crown off to

i oo stati as they overcame
Carlow in CIT yesterday.

Conditions were taxing |

with rain making it difficult
for the players but the exeel-
lent pitch conditions helped
a5 the sides battled to gain the
upper hand.

he first five scores Came
from placed balls as referee
Kevin ©'Brien wasnt in-
clined to allow play develop
blowing for a lot of simple
Little errors and it was level at
two points apiece with 10 min-
utes played.

Cork plaved well and
played as a unit finding their
players with some excellent
distribution and their read-
ing of the game saw them
hold the upper hand ona Car-
low side t could never get
o grips with them.

Cork looked comfortable
and compoesed all through
and playing with confidence
ﬂ:r!.-ar bed 0-5 1o 0-2 at the inter-
val.

Keeva MeCarthy with
three polnted frees and Kait-
lin Hickey and Maeve
MeCarthy from play kept the
scorehonrd ticking over as a
#0lid Cork backline held Car-
low to twa paints from frees.

From the réstart, Cork cof-
tinued o hold (e upper hand
and a I inskde three min-
utes of the restart from Ca-
triona Collins helped stretich
the ndvantage.

With their defence dealing
comfortably with anything
the Carlow artack threw at
them, Cork continued to
dominate.

Im midfield, Kaitlin Hiclk
worked hard and bt ball
moving and, continuing to
pick off scores, they were al-
watys in conirol.

uch was Cork's domi-
nance throngh the halfl that
they held Carlow to a single
point from o firee as they ran
out wery comfortable
winmers.

Tougher tests He ahead, of
conrse, buat it was still encounr-
aging to see the Rebels play
well and be in a position to
nse 1% players across the
J:Immlr Moy 05 D=2

for Coric K
q._:cqnuqml_hlmw?nlﬂw
e, B Hicky, & Sugrue -1 sach

CORK: ALss; L Caltaran. & Hiurirgson
[c], 7 MiBsan: 5 Huschinson, F e, K
ideCanhy: A Kmvanagh, K Hiokesy: G
Collina, M McCarihy, X Cullinans, K
McCarity. A O'Calinghan, © Sughe

[T
N {FCalaghan for A mug: 1), B
Knane for K Cullinans (44, K Datry bor B

Cxmhan,

Suba: W 0'Shaa for L Nelan [P}, E
‘Peegnnan S F Bnnoll (45}
Raleres; Kevn O B [Lmanick)

Rebels show their
class in the end

Corl
Tipperary

3-15
0-13

AFTER 57 minutes just five points

arated Cork and rary in GITBE

terday in the Rebels” third Division 1
e outing of 2018,

2 gap was 11 at the final whistle
after 5t Vineent's due Amy O'Connor
and Lauren Homan strack a goal each
to Knock the fight out of Tipp in the
dying minutes.

The scoreboard up to the closing
minutes didn™ reflect Cork’s superior-
ity throughout the hour, They were
well in contraol with two factors
keaping Tipp In contention, their work
ethic in defence and Cork's final pas-
sing movement, letting them down at
ﬂu&u.k :

ork’s moverment was very good bt
on occasion, the final WaS OV O
undershot. But it's Febenary and {heir
fair and thought process was Impres-

|
L =
.l'\-. L

L J..;l'i'ul--.I =

aive,

Adter 57 mingites i leoked as if Tipp
would travel home with a respectable
defeat,

A [cee-lowing game was agakn pre-
vented by excossive use of the whistle,
some misdemeanours so small we
questioned what they were, As we
enter another inter-county season one
wonders for how much longer we as an
association will allow this poor compo-
nent of our game b contine,

Defensively Cork wers well in con.
irol and from there started a fasi-short
paszing game wheno twoor thres over-
laps led £o scores,

Up front Amy O°Connor was waltz-
ing through the opposition, scoring
amnd setting up scores, Linda Collins
had Corks opening goal on 17 as she
coolly fintshed a Cork move well,

Corl led 1-10 to 0-8 &t the break. Tip-

rary began to lose their shape dar-

ng the third quarier. Cork's defence
wiere comfortably deéaling with rare af-
tacks as all over the Cork seamed
to have a numerical advantage as their
overlapping play had Tipp at sixes amd
BEVENS.

from placed balls kept Tipp in the hunt
and in the final quarier they upped
matters, calling on Aoife Murray and
Maeve Cahalane to make two good
AAVESE.

But ap 5t:£.:ped O'Connor and
Homa (o cli two long-range goals
which dipped the keeper and Cork
were home and dry,

S<orore fow Cork: A C'Connor 1-3, L Colies -3, L
Homan 1+1, O Cotler 04 (-2 [, H Lesnay 0-2, L

;Mﬂﬂ-rhrﬂ-'l v#l“
Tipperary: & Deving 0-11 1 Bl E
o ot ] Bl M Ryan,

CORK: & o L Erudivan, L WA Cahal-
ang; A Sheshan, L Coppingsd, C Sigenen; A
Thompgon, 0 Comer, & OConnae O Cronin, LiCol-
i H Leaney. N oCaritng L Moman.

St J White for L Coppeanger [25), P Macry ke C

|3

ﬂFFEMFmEI: Bourkn; J':i- B, El'l'l-luh. h
tﬂ;h%ﬁhm?mn,ummnm;
S Fryday, & Dwveana, G O Brien,

R Ay

: Fe L
Lﬂammmﬂlmﬂllm Ciannait Walsh and Julie Anne

§ L Fr . o |

rhe, Tipperary.

:.l“:: =

. - Tl - ril e
- Wl - "
=

2t AL N

3

Cabt Devane's excellent contribution

Subs: M Walsh for A Loughnena (421, M Camgson G —
far G OB [$1. © Querks for £ Loughman (49).  Amy 0'Connor, Cork, dips a point over the bar despite the best efforts of Emer Loughman,
Raferes: Firtan Mckamars [Clary), Tipperary. : Ficture: im Coughlan

Murray believes his side have improving to do

DESPITE Cork's comfortable victory yesterday
manager Paudie Morray still belioves they hive a Tod
af improving o do,

*I suppossoverall I'd say disappolnted. [ just think
that the sy the gaomes are bedng referosd during the
league 15 appalling to be honest. And you wooldn't
blame anvone if they didn't come to waich it

*“The biggest worry | hawe of the league this year 5o
far is that the game ts being dictated by frees and
there was ng tempo bo the game whatsoever as it was
nll stop-star.

“It was the =ame against Woxford and the st day
out against Galway.

“o, if people want spectators o come and watch
the game It certainly has to change and change
guickly beeause the way things are going there'l b
no one coming te watch the gumes.

“har own performance? T woutld say thai some of

onr fnter-play was quite good. Probably the final ball

REACTION today. 1 don't think eur level of fliness 15 where i
should be, [ think we tired in the last twenty minutes
o Linda Mellerick 0 we've a lot of work there to do.”

wagn't whene it should be,

“We've only one session done outdoors and the
ather problem we've had all along i3 (hat we have 13
girls invobved with UCC in the Ashboummne and we've
tried to ba fuir to them bait i1°s probahly killing us at
the momaent.

“Thizs week we can't train elther becanse the final
is Wednesday night. Some of these giris have only
turmed up onee or fwiee with us at this stage.™

_But is Paudie really concerned with that at this
timee of the yvear with Cork atll tpping away in the
beagrue, with thireo wins from three?

*“Yeah [ suppose the big concern really s that the
spcond Sunday in March we're in a leagne semi-final
and you'd want io be geing & loi better than we were

But are other counties in the same position with
college Are Cork really belind?

“1 think we're definitely beliind. 1 understand that
Tipperary don’t allow their girls to train with UL, 1
think they looked Mresher than us today, At the end of
the day [ think we suffer the most o we've thirteen
playvers involved. I don®t’ think any other team has,
that miamber,

“When people lock at the scorehoand hore today,
theyll think we're Aying 1t but if you analyse it cor-
recily 1 think there's an awil 1ot of Improving to'da,

b |

“1"% fiiness M'm concermed about, [ think our pas-,
slng and movement §8 excellent. [ think we'reat a tof-
ally different stage now with that than where we,
were this time last year,™



U16 level thriving as

more teams participate

= Mary Newman

THE 116 graade i5 the top competition
the juvenile camogie ds orga-
nises and for a lot of players it is their
last season at underage level befors
they go on to participate in adult
competition at minor, junior or
senior.

The juvenile board did a tremen-
dous job in the season gone by as
they organised champlonship and
league competitions at A, B and C
tevel and there were many highs
through a tremendois season which
giw some terrific contests in all
grades of league and champlonship.

Ity the U6 A section it was good (o
soe more leams participating and in
total 16 teams participated inthe A
wracke of the leapue with one section
of six nnd two of five. Inniscarra and
Ballinora emerged to contest the
final which s the only competition
remaining to be completed.

Below that, 21 teams battlod it oul
for the UlG B league title and at
the final stage just Blackrock and
Enniskeane remained. Enniskeane
inrned in a superh performanca to
take the title in Ballinlough as they
proved too stropg for a spirited
Blackrock side that battled to the
final whistle. Ennisheans had many
herolnes Eimear O'Brien, Tara Shoee-
han, Justine Hennigan. Daire
O'Brine, Hazeol Brovne, Clara ODo-
weovan, Grainme Mulealy and Sinesd
Hurlev, while Hurley was named
Maver of the MMaich.

There were four section in the U1E
2l one of 535 teams and ires ol
Mive and the final saw Barryroe ke
of Youghal where it was nipand fuck
all through as it went down to the
wire before Barryroe hung on by iwo
points fo take the titles despite huge
pressuee fram Youghal. All through
thers wis bhuge excitement as the
play ebbed and fowead and just fonr
points separated the skides with four
minites remaining but the Youghal
wirls had it down Eo i point,

Réi=in Dillen made a ¢racial save
in the Barryroe goal as Barryro:
broke upfield with time up and a
peint from Jessica Me MeCarthy
gawve them a two-point lead to the
soumi af the full-time whistle.

Fittingly, Jessiea MeCartliy was
presented with the I:‘I:1:|-‘|_"1' ol the
Match after giving a superb display.

And so to the championghip where
the Juvenile Board introduced a
backdoor sysiem in order o give
clubs more than one championship
game and this proved & huge hit with
the players and clubs, Despite the
huge amount of clobs parcticipating
everyihing was ran off smoothly and
e first round games were played by
12th September moving on swiftly to
the losers rounds which were all
completod by Hh Saptember, the
third rounds were finlshed by 150h
Oetobeyr, quarter-finals by 28th Oe-
tvber the semis were over by 1dth No-
vember and finals were hobd on 18th
provermber.

Twenty teams competed in tho A
Champlonship and the final went
mhead in Costle Road on o glorions
dﬂi‘ on the 18th of NMovember where
Ballincollig took on Chareville in @
thriller, The sides battled i1 out to the

Buckbey coach, Eve 0'Connor Player of the Year, and Brian White mentor.

final whistle and in a clozely con-
tested game Ballincollig had edged
ahead to lead by two points at the
break amd grabbing the only goal of
the game {n the secornd half they held
on to take the tile with five peints to
B pare.

Both sides have to complimont on
tha performances of thelr plavers in
a game where Ballineollig's Hannah
FLeary was o tower of strongth in
defense and her performancse was
enoigh b0 win her the Player of The
nMitch Award.

The B champlonship featured 16
teams and the final went was pligred

in Whitechurch between Blarney
and Ma Piarsaigh in a game where
goals proved crucial for Blarney as
they were crowned champions with
six points to spane.

Blarney hit three gonls in the open-
fing half mnd this helped them lead 3.2
to 0-5 at the break.

Through the second half the sides
were ovenly matched as they battied
it oug bt in the finish Blarney added
enough to their tally 1o ensure they
were crowned champions. The
Mayer of the Match award weni to
Jemndifer Murphy Blarmey who had a
tremeenddous hour in defense,

Brian Dillon's Camogie club award winners last season: John 0'Connar, mmm Hi:i-ﬂmmmmﬂl.ﬁlﬂ!

Kerry club Cauzeway entered the
16 C championship where 20 teams
gave it everything to take the tifle.
Mallow and St Catherine’s made it to
the final which was hozted by
Clonghduy.

Goals again proved important in
thi= (inal and hitting four was crucial
for Mallow,

Thelr opponents §t Catherine's
pedehed up an impressive 1-10 bot it
wasn't enough as Mallow's Leah Hall
was the toast of her club after hitting
urh;mpressiw 2-1 of her side’s 4-3
taily.

Mallow led 4-3 to 1-7 with 10

@ @ Thejuvenile board

did a tremendous
jobin the season gone
by as they organised
championship and
league competitions at
A BandC level,,

minutes remaining and 51 Cather-
ine’s baitle hard with Linda D'Don-
nell and Sara Barry adding points
they cut the deficit to bwo points but
the Mallow defense hebd firm as they
ran out winners with two points to
spnre with Shauna Ludgate, Mallow,,
was named Player of the Match.

Another season dane and :luritedl
and anothor hectic one to look for-
ward to, already the juvenile board
have earmarked the woekend ol
March 24 for the Félle na nGael. All
thiet remdng now te for the weniher
to improve and the pitches to firm up
and it all systems go,



lead UCC to final
of Ashhourne Cup

BY DENIS HURLEY

WHEN you have asched
packed as Libby Cnppi;dgr:-?:
Postpomements aps unm-‘-:mné
developments,
Hut;n.sr. weekend, the St Colum's
Was 1o 3¢t to play i
final of the .-\shh-:lunF':: -’EJEEE
intervarsiry camogie competi-
ten, for UCC against UL, byt
Mother Narure - clearly nevera
camogie pliyer herself-made s
decisive contribution,

Ax the time of writing, the
TWo teams were waiting to
find cut when the game would
take place, leaving Coppinger
and her team-mates in limba,
though appreciative of the rest.

 "When you're up for a game
like that, it’s hard when you're
told it's off," she zays,

"We were kind of surprised
as it had been bad for the semi.
final the previous Tuesday, but
the extra rest won't have done
us any harm, that’s never a bad

"We hiiven't.heard 2 final-
ised date yet for it to zo ahead,
m;ﬁ -5

of it being next

Tuesday or Wednesday, W,
. We
do play a lat of college Lmﬂ-
gie dur_ing the week anyway,
though it will be kind of weird to
ha'ﬁdﬁe final midweek.

‘With the nationa) lea
though, there won't hc:n}ﬁ
er free Joawerkday s
the anly way 1o go.’

For UCC and public health
student Coppinger, it's a third
straight !l:nnl against UL, with
the Previous two having been
E:z_:t.‘.!;]lus :.h:.l.:hl.* i joint-cap-

m along with Enniskeans”
Cirla Cronin. fids

‘I was very surprised to be
asked,’ she say, it's a great hon-
o,

‘It was the management's
choice to have joint :iept:ms. I
didn’t ask why as 1 was just try-
in,gtt-umkeil:allin!

‘I suppose it's nice 1o have
twa different voices and it puts
less pressure on us rather than
ﬂ:e?ejm-t being one capain, the
duties can be shared."

The pair roomed together
the nighe bz;'nmlm weekend's
non-game, but Coppinger says
that there has been no discus-

UCC bid to hailt UL's
three-in-a-row chase

Therese 0'Callaghan

£ion ';1[ whe would make the
speech if they do win, sayi
that they'd ‘deal with I:ll::fEﬂ1':|llifl:':i:5nr
when it happens’,

Already this vear, she has
captained the Cork senior
camogic team as well, filling in
for the Injured Aoife Murray for
the Galway game at the start of
the league.

She will once again be in-
volved with the Cork foatball-
ers oo and, having been the
reluctane subjeet of o fomures-
chash last year, she is oprimistic
that such incidents are a thing
of the past.

“That's the hope,” she i
*from what we've been mmﬁ
bess likely that it's going to hap-
Pen again,

The finals of the O'Connae
Cup[intervarsity foothall = UCC
played DCU in the Mardyke kst
night] may clash witha camogic
league game but we'll cross thar
bridge when we come to ir.

‘Both management teams
have been co-operating well
;I"I:d mﬂigg out a schedule

i sutl us afl,” Coppd
adbded. M

University of Limerick
are bidding for three in a
row when they face UCC in
the Ashbourne Cup final at
Mallow GAA complex this
evening (Tpm).

Adverse weather forced the
decider to be postponed 10
days ago in Ballinasloe, the
rearranged fixture will ses
the Cork team go in search of
a frst title since 3003,

When these sides met in
the last two finals, it came
right down to the wire an
both occasions.

UL, who impressed in thedr
win over Waterford I'T in the
gami-final, can call on a host
of inter-county names includ-
ing Beth Carton (Waterford),
Cacimhe Lyons (Limerick)
and Tipperary trio Ereena
Fryday, Orla O'Dwyer and
Sarah Fryday. [nterestingly,
another Premier star Cait
Devane s among their hack-

their penultimate round.
hoy are baekboned by sev-
eral players from All-Treland
champlons Cork. Jolnt man-
agers Miall McCarthy and
Wesley O'Brien will look to
the likes of Qrla Cronin, Amy
O Connar, Miamhb MeCarthy,
Chloe Sigerson, Pamela and
Katrina Mackey, Hannah
, Meabh Cahalane and
Libby Coppinger who wens
all invalved in their deamatic
ane-point victory over Kil-
kenny lact Saptember.
This is a big week for UL as
their hurlers will line ot at
the same venwe where they
will take on DCU in the Fitz-
gibbon Cup final. The women
will be look to achieve the
First lag of the double toniglt,
W Live Straaming of the 2018

Mallow Sporis Complex will be
avallable on the Camogie As-
sociation's Facebook and
WouTube channed ingm 3

Fep. 201€

oo biam.
Meanwhile. UCC had three
points to spars over UCD in

this altarnoon.

1-12

Covrk
Bublin

ni= af

rett adding to

p campaign off to
start as they took tlve poinis on

rk Freunlﬂthﬂ'n“h“

“0-4

at

' - Minor
CORE gdt'hhutr All-Ireland sk

he interval, Cliona
wing her accuracy, pdnﬂns

i 4] of a come
hape the home S0 hl.-nurn Hayes fin-

p et with

] ﬂ:r-m-li1 mpuinti mﬂk fres
had tha 5 nga
{0 findsh with a personal tally of nine
points as Cork ran out winners,

pepxct wiekond Cork take on Kilken.
ny. who beat holders Galway 0-13 ta 1-
B

Goorers for Corks C Hoaly -9 (38 1, 0-1 45), L
Hergas 101 M Harmett -2, F Kealieg 0-1,

nmammmnzr.:mm L

CIRK: 5 Anerng; (F Koating, M Cofter, E Buckley L
Emu. L Hayes, C Ring. Saodee Mz Caiity, B

Healy # :
Froe h Fiona Keating a Crfingan: C Hoaly, M Baretl,  burpiy; M FRpa-
H‘E nddi:';jo;&!nl E;E‘P ﬁ“&“ﬂﬂg’:ﬂ{: irick, F KeatieguR OFegin
; - blin -4 2
:'Eirgﬂﬂlgeﬁh?f.i{ﬂ hon was on target ?unum?unmﬁgg.ﬂm%hﬁ
for thi home side. 1 aactors. 30 Wﬁﬁﬂﬂ‘ﬁﬂﬂiﬂ!- Baity

LEN: & Mamaden: G Gowch, 5 Roaling, K
Eil.:r‘;u. ] J, Couch, O Grayr M Chnnos, A

Camah,
Matorc L Gulnn, & Wylde, H Ksnssdy; C. Maien, |
e Cluiand, & Buckiey.

Guba: C Hodand for A Buckiey [51), O Weaghar for
- 50, O dopghair

5 ey {8 O Oy b O

pashed when
Jihed a Co

SEVET) wrtes rematning.
Duhﬂ; battled on, an

d Clara Hol-

Jor L Gusnn (1)

-

=

TOMAS O SE and Rena Buckley are
amang the specinl guests in Loreto Soc-

ondary Scheol in’ Fermoy tomorrow
when the tople of fomale participation
in sport is on the agenda.
ﬂ;;;hmu:uuf Hﬁlganﬂ I!lﬁmﬂm i=
“gender equality speclal emphasis
on female participation in £ as
part of Soclal Justice wuaﬂ in the
school. Along with Kerry legend O 56,
wio teaches in nearby Gaslscoll de
. and dual icon Buckley, are past
uplls Finola Mevilte, Ashling Huich-
ngs and Leah Lyons. The special
iuests for e event are ge follows,
Aahling Mutchings: Pa r
e
I i welth Cavle.

Cirrend
larred pirlcnt inglon Sl AR Ireland Sereol essara
irder-Ciub pof winnor 2OUT with Kallmensy Gl Cluh,
Firicla Nerviltec Past pupd ond v of b Sonior
Camoges AR-ireland misdats with Cork,
;h;lmﬁmmrrﬁhmm
Altbetand gerior camogie medals as
2 o i B i o o

Lean : Past Popd and eustent Irish
I.Flﬂl. F'i:fl Tigkny inv

leﬂllﬂ CHona Healy evading Clare defender Alannah Ryan in an U6 A
clash. S$he scored 0-9 for the minors against Dublin last Sunday. Mmrliln'ﬁmﬂ

iy g = ]

~  Limerick

Inflict
first loss
on Cats

Littiewoods Irefand

Daragh O Conchuir

Limerick inflicted a first
defeat of the League on chans-
plons Kilkenny bn Diviskon 1%
Group 2 in Dunmare
The Shannonsiders” 1-14 to
1-8 victory keeps their hopes
of making the last fowr alive
bart IhE_-,- are loched in a baiile
with Clare and Waterford,
who they play nest weakemd,
for what is likely (o be the sec-
ol gualifieation berth, as Kil-
]'[H'tl'lfll' look assured of top
Hiamh Mulcahy hit nine
points for the winners while
aarah Carey also impressed
:m:hit I padnts,
nne Dalton hit 1-1 for the
iCata bt Limoriek were nod to
be denied and sealed victory
'W'.ITE‘L a late Caokmbe Lyons'

Waterford are enjoving
thetr best top-ther season and
they were impressive in dis-
pensing with Dublin by 1-14 to
I-7 In Carriganore while oight
points from Chioe Morey piro-
fﬁll&d Emrt ﬁ;uﬁ-ti o 0-1

1 GVBE in Ogon-
nelloe '

In Group 1, Cork beat Tip.
n?rrhymslumammhr .
[}

A first-half gaal from Limin
Colling helped Coek info o 1-10
0o 0-8 lead at the change ol
ends. Tipp remained In con-
tention as Cait Devane
brought her tally io 11 points,
10 of which cime from placed
balls, but Cork had & greator
gﬁumml of searers and goals bn
the final quarter from Amy
O'Connor and Lauren Homan
cementod the Rebols® pogition
at the top of the wable,

Galway will play Wexford in
f winper take all batile mest
wekimd after their 3-11 to 0-11
siccesk avier Offaly af Pearse
Stmdium,




UL secure Ashbourne

Therese O'Callaghan
Mabow

UL claimed their third Ash-
bowrne Cup thitle in a row at
Mallow lasi night, but only
after a hard-fought three-
paint victory over arch rivals
UGE, This was another great
tneshe betwoeen these tof ol
leges, and like the previous
two finals, [t was decided by o
puck af the ball.

A Free-Mowing game onded
in a welter of excltement as
UCC won a feee in their own
half, With the sliotar hanging
im the square, it was batted to
safoty by goalkeeper Roisin
Breen before eventually being
cleared by none other than
Tull-forward Miamh Hanniffy.

Sup three

IhL's
UCE took command when
Katrina Mackey linished to

. R, 'I;:,:-inﬁ_-‘-‘-":.

players cebebrate with the cup after their victery over UCCin last nig

Club forum in

witlespraad bad peactics by My
LGFA.

Ficture: Inpho

outstanding captain Elmear
Helly, UL held out.

UL manager Dinny Ryan  the net on 28 minutes after parars for WL: rlan (0-8, 0-3
AR D R et sut thraueh by hew (HNETTYIOVRE It was agrod by ne LGFAMAN-  PECIE Styes (o) A Mward, €
the way they finished the - inter-county teammate Amy i I_dent Masers mmdhhm‘rﬂpﬂﬂ- Fryday, { 0Brign, M Hanniy and & Fry-
pame after being a point be-  0'Connor. UCC went to the nc S dence can only be resched by dary (-1 mack).
hind at the interval. dressing room 1-3 to 0-5 to the “intemial dialogue within Karry® Snonens For UCE: O Crosm (B8, T4

*The tradition between UL . Eoghan Cormican A club forsm, ovorseen by he . baE, -1 Ao LR
and UCC is immense. But we  Carton fired the opening  The LGFA will amange a chub LGFA's dovolopment team, will e
had to work so hard. We point of the second half o foummn in an aftempt 1o b comsned in e Uk A H-Hﬂ“ [HKiakenny); © nghmﬂg
siarted poorly. UCC had thefr  level, only for UCC to respond  Scheihe sthatledioa Sl thatmiswil 1003108 iarare). ¢ Kolly (Ciade. Capt) €
e iune. they dliveds  with a brace from Kairina 0T manager beng sacked BY o and amicable reschion o Honi (Clare), K Keoewoy (Tipparar: £
sweeper in behind Both Car-  Mackey. However, they would  8maf one.week belors charm all cutstanding iswes in Kery Fryday (Tppormny). C Murphy (Galeay],
ton find Niamb Hanniffy. At soon be on the back foot when  PiOShep and the newly slecled . Gea * read an LGFA Statement. A Howaed (Tinperand. B Carion (Waer-
half-lime we regrouped, we  they conceded the next six ~ CMSPArson and secrelay (55 The controversy began meatant, & Hanratty fah
said we would play a more at-  points on the rot. nieyg o their roles. dalagates wers not wiling 1o mm A i i
tacking game. It worked. The Some gloriows chances were  10e ladies joothall goveming ralify the financial accounts pres- L aen Sor
game opened up and our for-  finished by Roisin Howard, ~ Dody nas decided an offcial Bt £ Convsntion belorne el A inama {Clare) i 3 Etyday (46,
wards had more space.” Carton (3), O'Dwyer, and sub  LGFA invesiigation ks nat war- . Therewas also - Gormiding (Cier) b G Murpiey (58],

The first half was nip and  Grace O'Brien (0-12 to 1-6). raried despite recohang a leties, . cully in Hlling tap-table positions, LCC: | Brennan (Wendord: L O Suivan
tuck with UL ekingouta0-3to  Cronin converted a pair of  Sgned by concemad indhadufls  with two EGMs laking placabe 55 w1 Cabutane [Cork), R Fhelan
0-1 lead after 12 minutes [rees to reduce the margin,  ¥omatleast 10 cbs mvobedin  foce an ececusive was cobbled o kinenny): A Landers (Waterord), @
thanks to points from Orla  making for an electric finish. laches football in Karry, alleging e

O'Dwyer, Beth Carton, and
Ereana Fryday., With UCC

A classy point from O'Dwyer
ensured a fhres-point game

white Mag but when Cronin

ure by rifling over from a

steadfast in defence, the sides  once more, but with five min-  pointed, the deficit was two  placed ball fellowlng afoul on  Mackey (Sank), M ¥ M
were deadlocked with 10 min-  utes left on the clock Cronin - Again. O'Drwryer, Leonwy {Tork)

utes to go to the turnarcund —  struck her fifth point and the Both sides were golng flat i el i for theegualis-  Sube: L Calanan (Cork for M MeCanhy
Orla Cronin (2) and Maeve Cork college were two behind. — out. Right on the 80-minute ing goal but superb defending (48], M Pyan {Cork) for A Landes {50)
MeCarthy. Hanniffy landed a terrific mark Carton eased the press-  was crucial and headed up by Raharse: Jobn MoDonagh (Gabwey),

‘You could have held a gun to my head and I
wouldn't have flinched, wouldn't even blink’

n "pmnrenllilnlr she struggled mentally after a serious
adent outside her home in 2009,

Pictuee:; Qisin Keniry

John Fogarty

Cork camogle star Ashling
Thompson has srimknn can-
didly about how difficult 1ife
was for her family as she
baktled .

In her Loockra Gael pro-
gramme, to be aired on
tonieht, the Milford mid-
fielder recalls how she
struggled mentally after a
serions car accident outside
her e in S0,

A% ghe relsabbed from Bk
and neck injuries. she be-
caime a tearaway, “When
sport was no longer an option
and T wasn't the T N
athilote that 1) o Iy, then
1 stnrted to crave that atten-
tion firam a difforent [ght

“Peaple Thung around with

and gat invoalved with [ never
thonght... T just wasn®t that
tvpe of porsoi.

“1 suppose that was the'al-
traction. It was danperons
and it was what [ felt was
going to il that vold.

“] turned into a completely
different person, extremely
angry..- I ' had a fuse the
length of my toenall. Tt was
sEriouls,

*My mother wag afrald of
me, my ownd hfother was
afraid of me, and von just
conldn’t contiol me, it want o
that paint.”

Thompsoen has talked
aboyt her sulcldal thoughts
before and Telt an onug 1o
open up on the jssue, Some
regrets remain, howeyer.
“Tt'z something [ have bo Hve

with for the rest of my Iife,
decisiens that I made, and
nistakies that 1 made, and the
poad and path that I went
down. It's something that
sears me and I have in the
haick of my mind for the rest
of my life.

“1.am just that one number
ghat did coime ot of the right
side of it. The m ity don't,
I know how hard 11 wasto got
over that period 1o the point
whare it conld have Kilked me,
and very nearly did, angt that
wis down fo having no sun.
port svstem.™

The 26-year-old described
the elation when she falt her

o self neturming.

*Thi one thing 1 will never
forgit, like, bonncing back 15
biing able to feel emation

agiin. | remember when 1
wak poing through that fough
time, Thad absolutely mo feel-
ing= whilsoever,

“You could have hald aE\In
to my head and 1 wouldn't
have Minched, wouldn't have
even blinked. and I actually
even remember crying and
feeting that emotion when 1
did to come Back to myseld, |
remembaor appreciating it so

much.

“It was probably at train-
Ing when | fay temper hat
[ will never forget the mo-
ment ['felt emotlon again, It

was sipch a good feeling. | was
crying but 1 wa hﬂﬂ“':.l'
_— 'r

enuld fieel the
lmm&. 5
Laochra Gas! will be telovised
on TG4 at 9.30pm today
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B Diarmuid Sheehan

L 0-15
ucc 1-8

LEC'S long wait to get thelr hands on

hi Ashbonren e Cip will need to go on

for ot beast anoiber year after tha col-

lege came up just shy against UL in

Talbow Lnst night.

In front of a large, voeal crowd, the

eeside studeniz battled hard against

he competitton Favonrites bui ulti-

ately came up short after the reig-

ing champlons upped the ante in the
retnd poriod o clear.

UCC's Oria Cronin was the star of

¢ for their side with seven

ries and a 45 with Maeve

1wl Eatrina Mackey adding

o their slde's challenge on the soone

O
Captain Libby Coppinger, Limerick
native Sinead MceNamara and Cork
star Hannah L oy also showed well
in the game, hewever an this cocasion,
it was to be UL's day as they showed
patience and no shortage of skill
coming bhack from a tight first half to
see this one ouf well at the finish,

The Shannansiders wers pushed all
the way by the Cork side that were
looking to bridge a 15-vear gap since
they last got their hands on this pres-
tighons crown.

Lied on the scoring stakes by Beth
Carton and Orla Dwyer, UL started
this one well and leoked like they
wourld leud at the turn, however, &
on the stroke of half-time from UCC's
Mackey meant that the challengpers
went in leading by the minimiuam, 1-3 to
{5 The corner-forsacd cot o after a
brifliant pass from Amy O'Connor and
finished well past UL*s Reisin Breen to
recl the holders,

The interval came at the right time
for UL a5 they had a chance to regroup
sind eredit to the 3016 and 17 cham-
plons they responded straight from the
rastart with a point from Ciara
Murphy. The intensity af the the was
palpable at thiz point and the Lee-
siders hit hack with a quick brace from

By
e
-

A S

Hanmah Laoney, UCC, in action against Karen Kennedy, UL, in last might's game.

Leanme 0'Sullivan, UCC, looks up befere firing the ball sut from the defence against UL ot Mallow,

Cronin and Mackey but from that
point on the Limerick side took con-
trol, pushing out to a five point lead as
Ehus pEace e tered the final 10 minutes.
UCC's Cronin continned to keep the
scoreboard ticking over for the Skull
and Crossbones with four late frees.
DCC fonght hard 1o make an impress
glon on the possession and en the
acoraboard stakes but they were
thwarted by a Limerick defensive
ﬁ:ﬂup that hunted in packs and were
termined not io led the Cork grls in
o goal again.
That said, UCC did have chances to
raise their second grean fag, and if
they had managed o et irain then
thiz one may well have turmed out dif-
ferently, however, they failed to make

ger. g
[y
:‘Ih :"T;-. .‘1-lj
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the most of those chances and that

There was one late scare for the
winners when a long high ball came
intoa packed square however Breen in
the UL goal 'did well to bat the ball
clear which was U0Cs last chance to
steal this one at the death,

DCC will be happy with the display
on the night, however, they met up
with a side that fully -i-m-nu] the win
carrving the Ashbourme Cup nerth up
thie N30 to whene it will sit for another
year af beast,

Hoorars Tor ULD B Caron 05 (02101 45.); 0
Dwiyes 0.8, R Hewand, © Murphy, B Fryday, G
D'Briwn, N Haredlly E Frpclay -1 saich

WO O Cronin 047 (-8 L 0-1 45); K Mackey 1-1, M
MicCarthy 01

p frustration
continues for UCC
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Pickure: Larry Curmsmi

HiL: L Bréen (Gomabridgal: G Walsh [Annacaty
¥ Ftyan (¥ palli, C Wahar [BurgessTuher
My {TrusgClniarn], G Hehi [InaghyHilesme:

K Hanrssdy (Thuiles Sasgh ¥

Iy Ropdemon], G Muply (Ciafnb

reahal, B Cartsn [Oo La Salla),

hal); 5 FEryday [Clomoully Rosss
OmrmoesMdawres), C Lyons |

Buba: A Koano fnagh/Kinamons) #or 5 Fryo
A Congasng | I| e G Pdurplin [45), &

nan |:{-:I|-r| Fecrpiri] for W RCC At
Ly backrock) for A Landan 0500,
RAederwe: J MoDoragh (Gabvaygh



Cork continue winning stre

CORK 3-15
TIPPERARY  0-13
CHIRLEY MOLOMEY REPORTS

CORK continued theirwinning
streak in Littlewoods Ireland
Camogie League Division 1
when they overcame a spirited
Tipperary side at CIT on Sun-
day lnst.

There was little separating
the sides until Linda Collins
fired 1o the net after 17 minutes
i push Cork five clear,

The Rebels registened scores
through cight different players
in contrast to Tipperary who
were heavily reliant on the ex-
ceprional frec-taking of Cait
Devane who tallied 11, of which
mine came from placed balls.

Cork maintained their 100
per cent record with three wins
from three — and stay on top of
the table - ahead of their final
group game against Offaly this
Saturday,

Devane opened the scoring
when she gplit the posts before
a Cork brace from Collins and
Libby Coppinger saw Cork hit
the fromt in the third minute.
Devane and Orla Cotter éx-
changed frees before Megan
Ryan drew Tipp bevel when she
fired over from close-ramge.

Two finely-struck Amy
'Coannor points sither side of
a Cotier long-range clfort saw

Cork go three clear before Dev-
ane reduced the gap again.

‘Then Linda Collins struck for
goal after Orla Cronin found
her with a pass 20 metres from
goal. Still with some work to
diy, Collins side-stepped the de-
fence and made no mistake in
rattling the Tipperary net,

Two Devanse Inees quickly fol-
lowed to close the gap to just
three ten minutes from the
short whistle, Four unanswered
points from Cork saw them
open up a seven-point lead inas
many minutes, Aileen Sheehan,
operating at wing back, struck
the first of the four, before Cat-
ter from distance, O'Connor
on the run and Lauren Homan
drilled over the fourth 1o see
Cork stamp their authority on
the game on the cusp of half
mme.

A brace of Devane 20-metre
frees closed the scoring for the
half wath Tipperary trailing (-8
o F10.

Within a minute of the re-
start Hannah Looney picked
off a fine point before Laura
Loughnane cancelled it out
three minuies kafer.

After Colling and Devane
swapped scores, Orla Cronin
gt on the score-sheet after she
was on the end of some grean
passing thar stamed with Ash-
ling Thompson in defence,

Another Looney point saw
Cork -4 1o 0-10 ahead with 12

Camogie League Division1Group1
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minutes remaining. Tipp fought
back 1o cut the gap o five = but
two Cork goals in the closing
three minutes from O'Connor
and Lauren Homan rubber-
stamped this latest win,
Scorers

Cork: i O'Coenor 1-3, L Coflins -2,
L Homan 1=1 0 .Cotter O-4 (21 H
Loy 0-2 A Sheehan, L Cop-
pinger, O Cronin 0-1each.
Tipperary: C Devane D-11 (9L
Loughnane M Ryan 0-1each,
Corl: A Murray (kL O Sulivan, L
Treacy, M Cahalane; C Sigerson, A
Thompson, A Sheeharc O Cotter, L
Cappinger; & O'Connor, O Croning
H Looney, L Colling, M McCanhy, L
Hamar.

Subs: | Whitelor L (48],
P Mackey for C Sigerson (48]
Tipperary: C Bowke; L Loughnane,

C'Walsh, 1A Bourke; E Loughman,
¥ Kernedy, E Fryday, & McGrath,
1Ky A Loughnane, M Ryan, K

Lenthar S Fryday. C Devane, G {42}, MEMTNGB'EHHHE].
Dgrkan, € Quirke for E Loughman [43).
Subs: N Walshfor ALoughnane Referee: Firtan McNamara (Clare)

Thumpscm to star in Laochra Gael

into her e, from
Irlhﬁthll.hrﬂlr

Collins’ goa] key as Rebels off to winning start

CORK — i
CARLOW 03
SHIRLEYMOLONEYREPORTS

IT took & second-halfl goal from
Caitriona Colling 1o set-up a
victory for Cork after a very
fragmented and scrappy open-
ing 30 minutes in the Little-
woods Ireland Division 2 fixture
played ar CIT on Sunday against
newly-promoted Carlow,

It was very much a new-look
Cark side with many new re-
cruits and chapges from the
side that lined out in kst year's
AllIreland intermediate final,

Cork led at the break by

three, -5t0 0-2, however there
were long spells without scores
as the outfichd battle proved
challenging with tricky under-
foot conditions,

The second half sprung to
life whien Collins goaled shortly
after the resumption and set
Cork up to take victory.

Carlow opened the zcoring
through Eleanor Treacy before
keeva McCarthy levelled the
game for Cork, and the same
played edged the home gide in
front.

After Treacy squared the
game at -2 aplece, Cork re-
sponded with points from Kee-
va MeCarthy, Katelyn Hickey

and Maeve McCarthy as they
grew into the contest. Cork bed
0-5 10 0-2 ot the break.

The second hall sprung to
life within two minutes when
a long-range delivery from Ao-
ife Kavanagh saw goalkeeper
Kate Kinsella come off her line
only to mis-controd into the path
of Caitrionn Collins, who was
e

inio the net.

Five minures later Keelagh
Cullinane poimted from close-
range 1o extend Cork’s lead to
SEVER.

Carlow mustered a solitary
point th 1 a Treacy placed
ball hcfmﬁmi r:g]slerﬂ six
unanswered peines in the final
1 minutes

Collins, Maeve MeCarthy (2},
Keeva McCanthy (2) and Caro-

line Sugrue all painted as Cork
took the spoils and got off 1o a
winning start in their first out-

ing of the season,

Scorers

Cork: K McCarthy 0-5 {41}, € Col-
fins =1, M McCarthy 0-3, C Suprus.
K Hickey, K Cullnane (=1eadh,
Caraw: E Treacy 0-3 (31}

Corfc AL (Wa Flarsaighl L Ca-
laran|{Gen Rovers), 5 Harringten

Neils, captain). R Kiboon
K McCaniry

m;mmmammls
Hutchinsan [Eire Ogh A Kavanagh
e e o
rithy (Sarsfelds), K Culinane (Fr

Subs R OShea : u.
fir R iOF i “-Il'li'l
£ Caltaghan [Sarfiekiz)for A Ka=

The getaway: Cork's Rachel 0'Shea under pressure against
Carlow. {Phote: Trevar Patchett)

vanagh{41), R Keane{inniscarra)
for K Cullinane (441 M Lynch

{Meweestowm) for K MeCaniiy
{52, K Barry [ Sarsficis) lor R K-
imen (520

Carlow: K Kirsela & Molan T
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FOR the new season there will be
changes in the grades of competi-
tions a5 the proposal of the county
board's executive to dispense with
the Senior B was unanimaashy
actepbed by the clubs,

wer the last few vears the thied
adult grade of intermediate has only

had five clubs battling for the league
:qn%! thﬂmtlinuahm“;'p titles mm
whs were see o re-gra

to junior this season. The thought be-
hind dispenzing with the senior B
Gork'sud :1:1-I1|J|':_;1i.l:|-l§-nttrII ha m.untfhim

BECn cham P
i that the winners of the secand tier
competition will now be competing
in the Munster informediste cham-

plonship.

¥, the winners of the sen-
for B Cork champlonship did not
have a provincial competition to par
ticipate in

Is this a good move? J

It remains to e seon. Many cluba
who have worked very hard down
through the yvears to win the inter-
mediate title and win promotion to
sEnior B are now down i grade again.
I personally think it is sad to be dis-
pensing with a grade that has been
hugely successiil and competitive.

I find It strange that clubs don't
seem to mind this, as for a lot of clobs
I would have thought their senior
siatus would be something they were
hagely provd of, -

It's intercsting also that the
winners of the intermediate cham-
plonship in 2017 Hewcestown who
should have hwn'?arlﬁclpﬂtihg at
Senfior B in 2018 will now still be in-
termediate, yet the winners of the
junior A in 2007, Ma Plarsaigh. will
face teams who were senior B,

The Infermediate clubs now also
find thomselves in new territory as
the senior B clubs have all come
down to foin them making it a hogely

competithe championship.
. e will
mpion-

So will it work? Certal

D L e wonoat il
P an: gue, You'd wonder

Insing thetr gonior status affect ciubs

ar will they just get on with 1t?

The big for the winners of the
e e S
promotion 1o senlor bat the J
whether clubs who wore previously

intermediabe can survive in
with the former senior B teams.
Maybe a betier option would have
been to strengihen the Intermsdiate
grade by promoting up teams alon
the line starting at the bottom am
promoting up a few teams fromjuin-
ior C to B, junior B to A and promoie
up a few junior A teams to
strengthen the intermediate grade.
This would have seen the senior B
Ej l?“m_ let's hope the new
ther way, let § o
straetire wﬂfnnm successful,

With the groups decided for

Iepgues competitions will begin the

of
qghmgn 14 teans divided into two
groups of seven as follows:
1: Glen Rowvers, Ballygar-

¥ s,
Killeagh, S8 Finbarr's.

Grogp 2 Courcey Bovers. Innisc-

arra, 5t Catherine's, Mallow, Sars-

final.

..I - -iT

Sister Patricia of the Presentation Order presents Frances Deasy,

trophy, the Hano Nagle Cup, in 2017.

fields, Cleaghduy, Inniscarm.
INTERMEDIATE: 13 teams di-
vidid into bwo groups. one group of
seven and g

Group L: Eire Og. Enniskeane; Fr
O'Nelll s, Aghabullogue, Ballinhas-
sig. Blackock,. Barryroe.

Group X Kilbrittan/Timoleague,
Clonakiity, Na Plarsaigh, Mewcos-
town, Carrigatine, Brian Dillon’s.

JUMNICR: The A gradée kas nine
teams and it was decided that thore
will be jusf one group with all play-

(4]

ing each other: 5t Vincent's, Bishop-
stown. Charleville, Banbeor, Bally-
Tvian, Wk I, Sliabh Ruoa, Mew-
townshan . Tracion.

There are 11 teams in Junior B
with five of the team's secopd adult
teams of hgher-graded clubs.

i 1: Inniscarra, St Finbarr's,
Sars Ballinascariy, Cobh, Bal-
lincallig.

Group 2: Glen Rovers, Hallinora,
Millstreet, Castlelyons, Bride
Rovers.

the captain of Newcestown, with the Intermediate Championsh

- -

Enniskeans mptain Orla Coughlan bears down on goal at speed before firing home an excellent individual goal against Newcostown in the first half of last year's intermesdiate

Ten clobs will participate In Jun-
for Cin two groups of five:

Group 1 Blarney, Eilworth, 51 Fa-
nahan’s, Aghada, 58 Vincent's,

Croup 2: Kinsale, Ballinhassig,
Cobh, Ma Pinrsaigh, Barryroe.

There 15 also a junior 13-a-5ide
competithon for chibs not abde to Tebd
at 15-a-side level amd there are fve
cluibis in this grade and here they will

pHclpate tn a double round Jeave
E:nmaml away. The four teims an:
Kilbres, 5t Colm's, Castlemartyr,

Intermediate: Geared
up for new hall game

Picture: Lanry Cusnming

@@Many clubs who
have worked very
hard down through
the years to win the
intermediate title
and win promotion
to senior B are now
down a grade again

Rockbdn, Grenagh.

The only minor league sections an-
nounced was the minor A where
ihere will bir 12 teams in two groups
of sl

Group 1: Newcestown, Conrcey
Rnw&'s, a3 rsﬁ;ﬂ?} Iﬁ!ilfwd.-’ﬁnlly-
haon, Bire O A ullogsi,

Group 2: Glen Rovers, Ballincollig,
Charbeville, Inniscarra, Ballygarvan,
Carrigaline.

The minor B, Cand 0¥ leagues will
be announced shortly.



[ -

Mellerick

TOMORROW
Littlewoods Divison 1: Cork v Of-
faly, Faithful Fields Centre of Ex-

cellence, Ofaly, Zpm.
CORK make the journey to the Faith:
fiell Flelds in Offaly on Satarday in
thelr penultimate Rivision 1 league
onfing.

With three wins from three Cork
should findah top of thelr group with
Offaly so far having a disappointing
season with three defeats from three.

With Limerick causing the shock of
the campaign by defeating Kilkenny
last weckend either Limerick or
Waterford will pip Kilkenny, if they
win, to take a top spot and this would
foree a Cork and Kilkenny semi-final.
1f. however, Limerick and Watorford
draw In Ballvagran on Sunday then
Kilkenny remain top and will avold the
Rebals at semi-final stage.

Cork have had it comfortable to
date, despite a challenging game in
Wexlord In awful conditions tn early
February. Last week their movement
was very Impressive againsti Tipper-
ary. With five non-starfers from st
Septembers All Ireland final they still
had encugh flair o see Tipperary off.
desplte the Promicer couniy staying
with them for most of the game. '

With 20 much progress in OfTaly in
recent mes, they'll be disappoinied
wikh thelr return in the leagne,

They were heavily defeated by Gal-
way in Pearse Stadium 3-11 to 0-11. It
was a must-win for Galway and their
approach bore festament to that.

When one compiares the win Cork
had over Tipperary kst weekend and
the 0-16 to 0-7 victory Tipperary them-
selves Inflicted on Offaly in the opend-
ing rovmd, H shows the gap that exists
between the top and bottom counties,
Your hove the top three or four, then the
middie ther followed by counties who
are doing evervihing to bridge the gap,
but it's a roller coaster.

Tipperary did all the early running
against Offaly and maintained the
wpper hand all the way through the
B ITRE,

Ereena Fryday and Jean Eelly's
midfield dominance was vital as Tipp

I.-,.-I-_. L :_ S e Y BEE ..:'_ x

!!ﬁgerim.tnl'l:,gﬂ:

moved 0-8 to 0-6 at half-time, Michaela
Morkan's three frees kecping her team
in contention. Ofaly only managed
one podnt in the lattér period, however,
and Dela O'Daver, the returning Chit
Dievane and Nicale Walsh (top storer
with 0-6) kept the scoreboard ticking
OVer,

Had Offaly managed to goal from
elther the penalty or 20-metre free they
weore awarded their forfunes may have
turned b ﬂﬂﬂ,ﬁmw" Caokmhe
Biouirke saved ]

Wexford also defeated Difaly by 2-11
to 0-8 in Banagher. Una Leacy and
Joanne Dillon raised the green flags,
and Linda Bolger converted fve frees
successflly. Michasln Morkan was
top scorer for the hosis with three
poinks.

Pandie Murray may shake up his
starting fifteen a bit now that the semi-
final iz looming, but he does tend 1o
stick with a mixtore of experience and
new additions and for that reason,
Lanren Homan and Alleen Sheehan
showld start again.

= 3
M

away from Keely Lenihan, Tipperary, at CIT last weelend.

Katrina Mackey must bounce back from the disappointment of UCCs boss in the Ashbourne
Cup final.

Picture; INPHO/Tommy Dickson

Antrim women travel to face in-form Rebels

TOMORROW Litilewoods Irelond Camogie
League Division 22 Cork v Antrim, Castle Rodad,
2. 30pm.

ROUMND two of the Littlewoods Division 2 league sees

Antrim make the long journey fo Cork,

Followhng an impressive opening round victo
over Wexford they slt top of the table with Cork a
Westmeath.

Thie thiree addittons to thelr side this vear all per-
formed well with Aoife AMcGowan, Christine Laveriy
and Slobhan Mekillop slotting into the side confi:
dently. Mentors Aldan MoKeown and Joe Baldwin
will travel to Cork in determined mood.

Cork overcaune Carlow in a game where they
rvor really looked in dangpor of losing.

This is an expericnced Cork slde thongh Paucdbe
Murcay has Intreduced o fow new fmoes to hiz line
ot with Catrionn Collins improssing as she con-
trihaatmd 1-1.

CAMOGIE

e ® Mary Newman

Yot it was the veteran performers like Kaitlin
Hickey, Lauren Callanan and Finola Neville that
stood ot and Tsd the way.

Antrim area young side fnd they will inclode the
four Donnélly sisters Kathryn, Aine, Kiamh and
Cliodhna in a line oul that is led by Caplaln Katke
Mealesse and will also inclode Aoife MoGowan, Cal-
leen Patterson, Alleen Mehanus, Laoise Mekenns
sl Christine Laverty.

MINOR

Cork host Kilkenny in the All-Ireland Minor
Championsbigat Béillynoe on Swday @i 2.30pm,

Having got the upper hand on champlons Galway
Iast weekend In rotind oneof the A&ll-Ireland Minor

Championship, Kilkenny will travel to face Cork In
confident form.

Cork will also face into the tie in good form boosted
by thelr own excellent opening round performance
where they got the upper hand on Bublin.

Former Cork and Midiston hurling coach Jerry
Wallace 13 the man in charge this season amd he has
worked hare with his charges and last woekend s ex-
cellent result was & big one for his side.

With games fo go against Galway and Wexford a
victory on Saturday wonld put them top of the table
and in a pood position to graba place in the last four

uié

Both Cork U116 teams are in Mungter champlon-
ship action this weekend also, the Cork B hist
Clare in Castle Road on Saturday 1145k whilse the
A side travel Annacarty GAA grodinds bo o Sunday
bo takoe om Tipperary at 2pm.



Cork beat
Antrim in
defence of
their title

= Mary Mewman

Cork 1-17
Antrim 0-5

DIVISION Two National
League holders, Cork, beat
Antrim, in Castle Road, on
Swturday. Cork gutickly picked
off five nnanswered points,
[rom Caroline Sugrue, Rachel
0'Shea, Keeva McMcCarthy
(2. and Finoka Mevillo.

~As the game continued, so
did Cork's dominance and,
with 20 minutes played, they
had extended their advantage
o mine potnts, With nine min-
tites to the break, Caroline Si-
grug scored the only goal of
the game and it was hard bo
geg the pesult going any other
way. Cork wers in control. By
the interval, Cork had notchesd
up 1-13. With their defence
rock-5alid, Antrim failed o
register an opening-half score.

heeva MebloCarthy sooped
a point from an early secagud.
half free to stretch Cork's bead,
but Antrim enjoyed a lot more
possessbon. The Cork defence
gtood firm. and with Roizin
Killeen, Lauren Callanan, and
Sarah Harrington all impres-
sing, there was little danger.

Ten minntes inte the half,
Anirim registored thedr first
sgore, Lucia McMaughton
scoring a point from a free.
With Katie McAleese adding
two further polnts, the score-
hodqrd looked more respect-
ahle. But three points in a row,
from Keova Mc McCarthy {(2)
and Caroline Sugrue, had the-
Cork win secured, before a
jate Antrim flurry of two
points.

With thres games to go —
against Wexford, Down, and
Westmeath — Cork's defence
af thedr e 1s going well.
Seanem lor Govkc K MoCartiy 010 [0
il 0-1 45), G Sugrue 1.2, R O'8hea , F
vt 0-2 aach, M MeCeniy D:0.
aakrim: K MoAlssss 03 (0-21), L
Aciaughion -1 (B, 5 Anmestrosng O-

Yol Alan Didvierry' (L0AE
Cork 3-10
ilkenny 0-8

A huge victory for the Cork
ninors in round two of the All-
reland championzhip, as they
rot the upper hand on Kilken-
1y, with an excellent, second
alf-display on Saturday, in
Sallymoe.

Lewvel at the hreak, 1-3 to 0-6,
i Emma Murphy goal, fifteen
ninutes into thi game, Was
ruckl. Cork edged ahead, be-
are Ellkenny drew level be-
o the brealk.

On the turnover, it was nip-
nd-tuck, Fiona Keating edged
~ork in fromnt, buk Kilkenny re-
lied again and they then
deled a point fo gain thie fead.
it with Cliona Healy show-
ng her accuracy from frees
nd play, Cork regained the
nitiative. Cork scored two
aals inside three minutes
liona Healy in the 22nd min-
b, mnil Emma Murphy in the
5th) for avictory that puts
hem top of the group. With
ames to come against Wox-
ard and Galway, they are in

rlme position for a place in |
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Cork 2-11
Offaly 2.9

LEADING by six poinis at hall-time,
after two first-halfl goals, Cork came
under increaged pressure in the see-
ond half against & physical and
spirited Offaly side in their Little-
wonds Division 1 fourth-round the in
Kilcormas on Saturday.

It was arguable Cork's toughest
game out of their four plaved, one
which they will undoubdedly be grate
ful for and [t begs the question as to
why Offaly finished the grougp with
zoro points, when they are guie ca-
pable of turning it on.

Despite Offaly playing with a
sweeper Cork had plenty of space. Ash.
ling Thompzon was lauding it un-
marked at centre back.

They quickly created the overlap
and ran Offaly up front with Amy
O'Connor again making great use of
her spesd. With Cork playing two in-
shde ancd two oulshde in their ball for-
ward lne, it suits Corks play as they
spread defences,

Hannah Looney had Cork’s openin

al inside six minutes alter oo

Linda Collins and the brilliance of
arina Mackey shone through as shi
rocketsd Cork's second on fourdeen.

With Leanne O'Sullivan, Laura
Treacy, Orla Cronin and Miamh
MeCarthy all sitting out with variows
injuries they had more than able re-
placements in Pamela and Katrina
Mackey, Julia White and Katelyn
Hickey. Cifaly had raced into a 1-1 to
ne seore lead by the thivd minute after
a defensive error allowed Helen Dolan
in to flick owver the line, Offaly soorsd
just three furiher points in the opening
half as Cork toak over.

Leading 2-7 to 1-4 Cork loked com:
fortable at the turnarownd, bui fheir
opponent’s inbensity increa:

An extremely hard-working defence
inspired the same response all over the
field and by the forticth minute the gap
wag down to two after Helen Dolan
pounced on & Ball batted ont by Aoife

Murray.

Good win for tired players,

A TOUGH, fourth-round game for Cork, in Kilcor- Cam

Corks Caitrigna Calling [aoking o get her that on target with Offaly’s Ann Marie Guinan attempling to blodk.

Picture: Ger Rogers Phatography.

Cork's respones was expected. Orla
Cofter landed three on either side of an
Amy O'Connor palnt and Cork again
enjoyved a six-point cushion.

Bait as Offaly regrouped, space was
at a minimum and it was the home side
which finished the sirongest. Debbie
Flynn, Pairicia Delanay (), and two
fine points from substitute Kate Kenny
left Cark on tender hooks. But they
held firm and top group two with the
semi-final in two weeks' time.
Seadars bor Conle: A O'Cannse -4 H Locnay 50, K
Machay 1-2. O Coltor 08 (04 1),

Oifindy: F Dolarey 043 ), H Dolan 240, O Fynn 043

Kanen -2, § Handieg (1,

SORK; & Moy, L Conpinges, B Mackoy, M Cabal-

ana; G Gigerson, A Thommpson, A Shadhan; ©

Gomar, K Heolory: K Mackey. L Homan, & OrGonmor

L G, H Leaniy, J Whity

Subec & Coliing By K Mackey (inl. 229, I Faang b

C Coftins {243

OFFALY: G Egen; A & Ouinas, F Stephens,
¢ T ieDeranld, A Egan, & Roddy, O Dolan, O

Mirwme £ Flynn, P Dedassiy, A Wialling: H Dalan, 5

Hading, L Sulian,

Bubs: 3 Teshan lor A Aoddy (W1, B Kenry for L

S (455

Rederee: Owen Ebal - Andnm

Corks Lagren Homan drives up field against 0ffaly.

heir thir

mac, on Saturday, but Paudie Murray isn't com-
plaining. His shde won,

“1 think it was a great workout for us, which 15 o
harm,” Pandia Muorray sakd, “And, T suppose, three

in aix days tells its owm £10rY.
FEEI!I:I1I:t:L":|uuLgl‘L': wer were vory tred in the second-half.”

he said, hecause of Cork's game against Tipperary,
last Sunday, and UCC s Ashbourne cup linal, on
Wednesday night (when 10 Cork p r& kmvod o).

] suppose, my story isn’t mech different to what it
was last wealk, in that we have a lof of work fo do fog
the semi-Minal and you'd worry aboat godng it i,
wiih the level of injuries and proparation.

“We don't have any pitch, yet, for training next
week, so we don't even know if we'll ba able to train
puidoors an Tuesday and Thirsday, so things: afen't

good that way.
L LHEY Tmtn;’l an the Fark 4G piteh last Thursday

m Linda Mellerick

night. which was excellent; to be fair, but, yveah, we
can’t trafn, We're Inside, Ina hall, at the moment
{dlue to pitch closures and a lack of lkght), so that isn’t

o,

Cork's first hall-display showed plenty of flair,
plenty of running.

Can Paudie pinpoint the differsnce in the secand-
half, which alkowed OfTaly back in the game?

“1 think our ball in, in the second-half, wasn't
gond, I8 was hit straight lote the middle of the pltch
the whole tima aml mot into ;

“We owverdid it a bit, a1 times, ps well, with passing.

“But we've had just a few training sesshons on a
pltch, =0 you"ve gob o take all that into acconnt aml,
book, we're starting from foday, that's really the way

Picture; Ger Rogers Fholograpk

d game in six days

we've looked at it and we just have to trxin hars
now, aod get our injured plajeecs Back,”

Faudie stated, after thelr game against Tipperar
that e was concerned about the fitness of his tea:
and, certainly, Cork tined a litthe,

"Wonh, it was a tired ball. Look, vou had (e
players that played mbd-week, s0 you've got to tak
that into account and tiredness has (o =01 in, ¢
matier how mach yau try to look after them.

“I"ve very happy with the workout.

“1t was worth ten training sessions, It's probab
the bast workout we had during the league car
palgn, 5o, feom that polnt of view, 1'd e verrhap

The venue for the seml-final, n two weeks' tikn.
will depend on the outeeme of the Limerick ar
Waterford game.

“T"al heoee thiea'd et it into o stwdiwm. T think thas
important, the likes af the Gaclbe Grounds or Pl
M Rinm, §f it's Limerick.™



Limerick

_sclueeze
INto
semi-finals

Camiogle
Daragh O Conchiir

Champlons Kilkenny will play
Galbiway in the Litthewoods Tre-
landl Camogio Leagiie DIvision
1 gemi-linal while All-Ireland
champions Cork face

| Limerick in the other last-four

—

—

tie.

Limerick cdgzed through Ior
the fourth conseeutive year,
spueering oul Waterford by
virtue of a8 superior score dif-
ference following a 1-9-to 1.9
draw with the Diise

Limerick ted 1-3 to 05 at
half-time thanks to a Miamh
Muleahy goal in the third min-
(TR

Waterford leoked set for the
semis when Kalesha Tobin
forind the Limerick net to pu
her side 1-8 to 1-7 ahend with
sevell minuies remalning.
Limerick replied with points
from Casimbe Costelloe and
Mulcahy and though Water-
ford drew lovel as Carton
brought her own tally (o seven
points, they could nod find the
winner they needed.

Clare’s semi-final ambi-
thons ended at Parnells, whers
ihiey lost to Dublin by 1-12 fo,
(=10 where a late Boisin Baker
goal senled victory.

Iin the other Group 2 game.
Kilkenny walized toa 2-19 to -
B win over Meath, Julleann
Malone netling hwioe. 1.

Galway gol the bedier ol
Wexford by 2-16 to 4-8 in the
winner-takes-all battle (o
claim the second semi-final
berth from Group 1, after Cork
had maintained their perfect
record with a 2-11 o 2-%
irtumph over Offaly.

Goals from Aoife Guiney
and Una Leacy gave Weford
an carly advantage bul
Galway kept the scorahoard
tleking over via Caltriona
Cormican, Aoife Donobie and
Ribepecn Hennelly,

Then Ailish O Reilly goaked
to addge Galway 1-10 o 2-4
ahead ol the change of ends.

In the second half Guiney
notched wp her =econd goal for
Wexford, enly for O°Reilly to
do likewise at the other end
When Leacy became the third
player (o bag a brace of ma-
Jors, it was hack in the melting
pak but Galway held out.

In Faithful Fields, poals
from Kairina Mackey and
Hannah Looney proved erii-
clal for Cork along with a fine
cligplay from Orda Cotler,

Ay Q'Connot has been in
magnilbeent form throughout
the Littlewoods lreland
Lgdujuie el pre-mateh cone
cerns about her Miness. anad
that of Orla. Cronbn, were al-
layed azx O'Conner con:
irthufed three points and Cro-
nin had pwo,

Heles Dalan, who was part
of NUIG s Parcell Cap-win-
nlng Squad on Tuesdony night,
Tl U paals for the hosts,

Debbie Flynn and Patrice
Dilaney provided three points
el as lhe hosts put Cork to
i1 pim of thelr t bt tlsey
will now: be proparing for a!
relegation play-off ngainsn
Moath. . |

Linda
Mellerick

SUNDAY
Littlewoods Division 1 Halional Leagua
sgemi-final: Cork v Limarick, CIT, 2pm
THERE was a time when the meeting
of Cork and Limerick in any competl-
tive game was a foregone conelusion,

Cork would win, and win comfort-
ably. And while, when it comes o the
All-freland champlonship, Cork main-
tain the upper hand, the league and
Mutnster Championships have sung a
different tune in recent times.

Limerick are no longer thrending
gingerly out of the dressing rosm.

They burst out with & spring in their
step, eager and excited by the chal-
lenge of facing the consistent might of
Cork. And that has led to them causing
maore than one upset.

In 2005 Cork had five polnis to spare
in the league somi-final, 1-12 to 0-10, in
what was Limerick's first foray back
into the sepior grade after winning the
intermediate champlonship title the
vear previously,

Cork were defeated by Limerick in
thilr opening H016 leagae game, 1-11 1o
-8, and both sides had to goat §iE again
in a play-off to decide who woitld ad-
vanee to the semi-final

Many believed Limerick had their
hour of glory in that opener and
woubdn't do it & second time. They did,
winning by 1-11 to (-7,

Granted, Cork hadn't their full com-
plement, but they should still have had
enotigh in the tank and they didn't.

The sides met in the Munster final
just weaks later when Corlk canie out
o tap, but only just, (12 to 010,

In 3017, Cork widened the gap again,
3-15 1o 012 in the leapue semi-final in
Pdire Ui Rinn, a result which was ex-
tremely disappointing for Limerick
after the progression of 2006,

But 2016 siill rings clear in their
minids and they'll be up for Sunday's
clash,

A draw Inst weekend against Water-
ford saw Limerick pip them 1o a seml.
final spot by virtue of thelr superior
poinis difference.

Miamh Mulcahy won the WGEA Feb-
ruary Camogie Player of the Month
award, having played three games in

SUNDAY

Limerick will be a
tough challenge

when the sides met recently.

e !u@rﬂw. recording a tallyof 1-21 (1-8
from play) against Clang, Kilkenny,
and Waterford. She remains the
danger woman from Cork’s perspoc-
tive,

Cork, meanwhile, have several in-
juries worries and won’t be naming
their team until Tate in the day 1o give
plavers that extra thma o recover.

Anife Murray Is a definite non-
starter due fo a serious knee problem.
Others the Cork management are wait-
ing on are Laura Treacy, Macve Cahal-
ane, Orla Cronin, Katrina Mackey,
Julis White, Leanne O Sullivan, Amy
O'Connor. and NMiamh MeCarthy.

Having trained earlier in the week
they will wait to see how the players
respond, With last weekend & washou
training wise, bolh sides will fee] that
has hindered preparations. But it's a
level playing field in that regard.

Cork will gointo the game as favour-
ites, but depending on the extent of
thair injuries, maybe it's a preat np}:’_nr-
tunity for Limerick to reach thedr first
lesgrue final.

CAMOGIE

Limerick’s iamh Mulcahy

Littherwoods Division 2 Hatkenal League:
Cork v Wexland.
RO three of the Littlewooda Diviston & National
league seis Cork head to Wexford, looking to make i
thiree wins from three.

The are joint leaders with Westmeath after two
pomd victories, They opened with an iImpressive win
over Cardow before recording a comfortable win over
Antrim o in both games they plaved with a bt of
confidence.

Wexford lost to Antrim 2810 1-2 In thelr opener be-
fore getting beating Down 29 (o 0-8, 'With a trip 1o
Down and & home tie sgainst Woesimeath bo come, a
win on Sunday woukd put Cork in a nioe posithon in
thelr quest to defend their fele -

With the semior team in National League semi-
final action agalnsl Limerkck on Sunday in CI'T

{2pan), it means both adulf teams aee playing o itha

B Mary Newman

same day. It is another crazy situation. given that
some of the division 2 team are substifubes for the
divigiom 1 team, which could leave the division 2 side
without o full panel for this important clash,

They have had some excellent performances in
their opening games, Up front Keeva MoCarthy con-
thnwes to find the range from placed balls, and daee
MeCarthy and REobsin Killeen have also done well,
while sxperienced campaigners Lanren Callanan,
Finola Neville, and Sarah Harrington have been tre-
mendons in defence. 1§ 1% good o see additions o the
sides this season and Cotriona Collins and Siobhan
Hutchinson have also been impressing.

With their senbor side no longer in contention for
Iemse honours, Wexford will be ina pogithon to fekd

Cork's Hannah Looney under pressure from Offaly’s Sarah Walsh and Ann Marie Guinan as she attempts 1o gather the dropping sliotas

Picture: Ger Rogers Photography.

has been in top form for the Shannonsiders this season so far.

Pictie: INPHO/ lames Crombie

Cork girls will face difficult assignment in Wexford

a strong division 2 side with several of the players
who were tied up with the division 1 side now avail-
able. In their two outings to date, Eimear Nolan, Mi-
chelle Kehoe, Leanne Foley, Emma Doyle, and Sor-
cha Foley have been to the fore and on home turf
they will test Cork, ]

A win is vital to Keep their hopes of qualification
alive and with games to come against tabbe to
Westmeath and Carlow they know every result is
vital for them.

B MUNSTER U1t FINALS; Sunday 1 a busy day akso
for the 716 A and B sides with both gualified for the
MMunster fnails.

Thi= A gide, following theiri-13 to 1-7 viciory over
Tipperary, lake on & Limerick side who defeated
Clare 1-14 1o =13

The B-team is schedubed to mest Wisterford after
they had a 1-7 to 2-3 win over Clare wihile Witerfiord
jpot the uwpper hand on Tipperary 08 b O=4,



Mum's the word for Treaty’'s

inspirati

Cliona
Foley

niernational Women's

Doy 1= always an sceasion

for celebr ng il

women. Saral T
talnly qualifies for that todiy,
and not just for her brilliant
camogie skills

St is in thee last two months
af her sogin] core degres al
Litaerick IT 50 is juggling her
thests and completing a pils of
asslrmments with training
and playing for Limerick,
wihom she will captaln in the
Littlewoods Tralamd Mational
Camogie League Division One
semi-finals on Sunday.

Wictory on Maother's Diax
would have particular reson-
qnea for the 25-year-obd Pa-
irickswedl d a5 she =
fugeling her finals and elite
spaort with being a mum to a
particulardy active foddler,

“Wicky s one-and=i-hal{’
now. Hit's rumning non-stopat
the moment, op o
thing,” she grins proudiy. “He
is just gas, a renl character
and sometimes we just sit
down o laugh at hlm'™

1t°s hard to know when she
even has a minute o sit down
nor indesd his dad either, a2
her boyiriend Tom Condon
mles stars, af corner-back, for
the Limerick senlor hurlers.

“We bath actually train the
gaume nights with the county,”
she explains.

“Tom goes stralght from
work o training becanse they
have {0 be there very early.
O training is very laie the
st few weeks becaise we'va
changed pitches as we
couldn't see what we ware
dotng on the last oné,

“We're not training until
now so that means |
can part Micky tobed and move
anto traindng afterwards,
Wa'ne bl hecanse hi's
really Dmice he's dn}m
hie's a8 for the night.”

They mﬂmm Lo, mﬂa
hwu “Amal support”

-;F habrsitiers of-
services. Micky is
il

“ahgeased ™ with him. flew through
*The team bought him his thi: pregnan-
firat jersey! It has number & ey, ¥
and W}L;mhie Et-:tllﬂlt loved hmns
bt b pro only gotthree pregnant,
mes outof it,” she laughsat  but [ really
child's rapid growth rate.  missed the
Young mothers often quit camogie b
elite s at this time ducto.  and foomnd it
their hectic workload bat peally hard -
Carey decided: “I'm ot going  towatch the F
to have the opportunity to mindches.” -_
play for Limerick forever so sobadly ..
I'm taking it mow witeti Tcan.  that she 3o
it"s very busy atthe moment  bawled [
bt it's really worth it when she
“When | first found oot ﬁiﬂﬁls& o
was pregnant, my mothar onthe S50
we'll be there 100% to support E-Im i s
o1 B0 Yo il can o ack to your unster R
ipmugjl:z mﬁu she knows  final and almost didn’t go te
what 1T means o me. wilch Limerick run vaunted
1 was shocked at first, es-  Cork to within two points,
pecially &s 1 p:lﬂﬂ‘d a So badly too that, "in m mo-

8.
“muﬁ later that1

wWas 13 weeks ]
*Eut I think being so fit
roatly helped,” sayvs Carey. 71

ment of madness”, Carey re-
turmed to pliy i the 2018
county final just a month after
siving birth. *T just eouldn’t
get back fast o omce |

was able and eame on in the
end af the county final against

~Ahane.

“Tha denl was that [ coubd
come an for 10 minutes i we
were leading by a fow points
but Tom didnt {alk {0 me
when [ was going out the door

West teams discover camogie draws

CARBERY have been p:ﬂn:d
against Ballygarvan in the
opening round of the 2018
COUNTY SEMI0T CAMOENE cham:-
pmnshlp.

Meanwhile, newhy-promaoted
Valley Rovers will begin their
senior campaign against Kil-
leagh - and the beser of Yalleys

vD,K) BvF. L) HvA

{2t a s+ e a it an iy

Meanwhile, a revamped in-
termediate championship re-
places the senior B grade that
had existed, with the move
made for a number of reasons,
including allowing the new in-

v Killeagh will take on the loser  termediate winners - now the

of Carbery v Ballyganan. second grade, behind senior -

to proeress to the Munster and

Sepjor: A) Clowghduy v In- All-Iretand club series a.sw;fl.—m

nisearra, B) Ballincolligv Doug-  making this a more competinve
jag. ) Carbery v Ballygarvan, grade.

D) Mallow v Sarsfields, E) Kil-
|-.'::gh v Valley Rovers, F) 5t Fin-
harr's v Muskerry, G) Milford v
Glen Rowers, H) StCatherines v
Courcey Rovers. |

Losers' Round: [ Cv E, T} &

Five teams would have con-
fested in senior B had it been
lefi a5 it was but now 13 reams
will bartle it out af nvermaedi-
ate level, including 2017 inter-
mediate champions Mewces-

o who have been paired in
a group with local rivals En-
niskeane, Aghabullogue and
Ballinhassig.

This change to the champi-
gnship structure will make this
grade more competitive,

There is plenty of West Cork
interest at intermediate level as
both Barryroe and Clonakilty
are in Group | while Kilbritiain-
Timodeague ane in Group 2,

Group iz Ma Piarsaigh, Car-
rigaline, Barryroe, Blackrock,
Clomakiloy.

Group 2: Kilbrittain-
Timoleague, Fr O'MNeills, Brian
Dillons, Eire

Group 3: Mewcostown,

Aghabullogue, Ballinhassig,
Enniskeane,

CER R R R R R

Further down the grades,
Ballinascarthy are in Growp 1
af the Junior B championship
along with Cobth, Ballinora,
%t Finbarr's, Glen Rovers and
Sarshelds,

In Junior G, Barryroe, Kil-
brittain-Timolcague and Valley
Rovers are in Group 2 along
with Cobh, Blarney, Aghada
and Castlelyons, while New-
cestown are i Group 1 as are
Kinsale,

In Junior 13-a-side, 51
Colum's will compete with Kil-
bree, Rockabin, Grenagh and
Coastlemmaryr,

Limerick’s
Sarah Carey ot
yestorday's
caplain’s runin
the veagh
Gardens ahoad
of Sanday’s
Camogie
gt

semi-finals,
and left, with
ket father
CRaran,

Ficture: Inphal

fames Crombie

with my gear,” says Carey.
“Micky was only four weeks
old. Tt was a moment of mad-
ness really bt worth it. [ was
OK and we wom."

Becoming & mim may have
forced a hintus in her sport
and siudbes but now she's im-

ional defender Carey

mersed in both agaln and her
retirn for Limerick last
BT Wk sarely o factor in
thir famous first Munster
genbor final vieiory over Cork.

arey is o gifted centre-
binck, canpabile of for.
ward surges thal are
ofben remiiniscent of
her dad Ciaran in his prime,
and ahe 1= part of 2 talented
Limerick team who just can't
get over the line sometimies.

This will be their fearth
leagnie semmi-final i a pow yel
they e stil Lo feap that pennd-
timate hardie.

Carey's only major honoyirs
siill are an Tnbermediate All-
Treland in 2014 and last year's
precimis Munster senior,

A deave willth Waterford Inst
thine cut put them through 1o
Mvision One's last foadr o
score difference but they have
alrendy talkten one massive
sealp this season. 'Wa have
sorme serioas tlent arl some
great Feaders but woe've been
stitck at this point,” says
Carey.

“Orr soqund 15 mdde wp ol &
handfil] of really experienced
girls and then a big gap to the
vounger girls who I think are
mcarly afrabl fo speak up at
times, but I think we're finakly
egelling togother,

=~Benting Kilkenny in our
oy was 8 huge boost —
that's the first time I ever won
against n Kilkenny senior
tEAm.

“We just nead 1o keop that
standand up, that's our Gown-
feall el bt's kmoowr heads
really. We can bo amazing in
one game nnd then drop the
next day out. We e o ol
o Rl eney.

Once again it's the relgning
All-Ireland champlons who
standd bebween them and &
league final. O course you'd
boak ap to Cork bart we can'i
fear them,™ she says.

“They re the stamdard we
want to be at amd I can't wadl
for this game. Hopefally mow
wir can gel together, be con-
sistent and pet more condi-
dence.”

Limerick play Cork at Cork
IT on Sundlay while Kilkenny
take on Galway in 54 Rym-
aph's, Banagher (both games
throe=is at E]'I-:m]. Hath [ivi-
gion | semi-finals will be
siveamed live on the Litthe-
wonds Treland Faceboalk page.

’L'-Ffzs- of Glanmire




- Underage league
games set to beg

 Mary Newman

v —

THE juwenile board are ready to go
with thelr U4 leagues opening wihad
will b amother busy season for them.

The boardd will organdse leprue and
championships at 114 and UlGas
wioll as 112 lexgues and Go Games
firom Uils up fo U1, ;

Féile nin nGael will be held esrkier
this vear and In order (o get games
maoving the board will begin the U14
lepmees on March 11.

The 16 leagees get underway in
with everything ready it now only re-
mains for the weather to improve as
VOUungsiers arg ¢ager 1o et Roing.

Fixiures and staréing dates for the
U14 leagues have now been sent to
elubs and clubs are now just hoping
for betler weather to enable them got
back on the pitches as s &% poss-
thle hefore the leagues begin,

Apain this vear there will be thnse
grades at 114 level A, B, and C and
after the league there will be a grad-
ing review helore f‘]HlmpjﬂT.l ship
commences. Lt now just hope the
inclement weather will improve e
allow leagues commenoe on Sunday
wepk

The grading is as follows:

In Li1d A, there are 12 teams Agha-
buliogue, Ballinesllig. Ballygarvan,
Cloughduy, Eire Og 1, Inniscarea 1,
Kilbree, 5t Finbarr's, Sarsfields 1,
Tracton, Youghal, and Ballyhen il
el

Twanty five clubs will contest tha
U114 B league and these are divided
bivtes five seclbong with Mve teams in
each as follows

In =ection one it's: Mallow, Carrl-
galing, Glen Rovers, Sarsfields 2, and
Douglas i

in section two it is: Rockbdn, Ma
Piarzaigh, Courcey Rovers, Aghada,
and Castlemariyr.

In 2ection thres we have Killeagl,
Bishopsiown, Cobh, Millstreet and
Fr Ol s,

Section fowr will have Blackrock 1.
Ballinascarty. Valley Rovers. Castle-
iyons and Slimbh Rua.

While section five I3 made up of
BlarneyCharleville, Kilbrittan Ti-
moleagie, Clomuebity 1, and Mewees.
10T,

Again in U4 C there are 256 feams
as follows Ballinhassig, Ballinera,
Bandon. Barryroe, Blackrock 2,
Brian Dillon's, Bride Rovers, Buttev-
ant, Carrigtwahill, Clanakilty 2 Car-
rigtwohill, Douglas 2. Dungearney,
Ennizkenne, Erin's Own, Greanagh,
Kilworth, Loochra Og, Midleton,
Nemo Rangers, Passage West, 51 Ca-
therine's, 51 Colum's, 5t Yincent's,
Wiklergrasshill,

The sections in tho under 16 graces
are not finalized vet but the teams in
cach grade are as follows;

NG A

Thers will e 18 teams in UG A
this iz an increase of sinee lasl vear
anil this iz a weleome move,

Thi A clubs are as follows Agha-
bullague, Ballineollig, Ballyhoa Mil-
ford, Ballinora, Ballygarvan, Black-
ttek, Charleville, Eire Op, Ennis-
keane, Glon Rovers, Innizcarra 1,
Kilbrittan/ Timoleague, Neweos.
town, Sarsficlds, 5t Finbare's, Valley
Rovers and Youghal.

Thers are 24 clubs in the U6 B
grace ns Follows:
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114 A Cork County Camogie champions Eire Og with the cup back at the clubbouse after their victory over Sarsfield at Coachford on Saturday.
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Aghada, Banteer, Bishopstown,
Blarney, Carrigaline, Castlelyons,
Castlemartyr, Clonakilty, E]nuFih
duv, Cobh, Courcey rovers, Dowuglas,
Dungoumey, Fr O Melll's, Inniscar-
i 3, Kilbree, Killeagh, Mallow,
Midleton, Ma Piarsnigh, Rockban, St
Catherine's, Slinbh Bua. Tracion.

There will be 15 teams coan e ingE

Sarchields camogie team winners of Mayfield Garda Camodgie Blitz last year.

in the U8 C prade:

Ballinhassle, Barryroe, Brian Dil-
lom's, Bride rovers, Bubtevant, Erin‘s
{hwn, Grenagh, Kilworth, Lacchra

£, Millstrest, Momo Rangers, St
Caluin's, 51 Fanahan®s, St Vincent's,
Watergrashill.

CORK Ulss REACH MUNSTER

FIMALS:
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Fictuee: Derek Connolly

A good weekend for both Cork
U162 sides last weelond as both made
it through to their respective
Munster finals.

The L16 B squid were first out and
they held on (o record & one-point
vietory over Clare in Castle Road on
a1 2310 1-7 scoreline.

The Ul A sides travelled to take
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@@ “There will be
18 teams in U16 A
this is an increase
of since last year, a
welcome move.”

on Tipperary in Anndcarty on Sun-
day and Ted 0-9 to 0-2 af the Interval
MEE plaving with the ail of a strong
winil.

Tipp piled on the pressune in the
second half but with Cork held on'to
record & 0-13 to 1-T victory' thanks in
t];;mutu te a good opening 3 min-
utes,



War of wo

C

John Coleman and
Denis Hurlay

A bitter war of words ha
r;’;:ﬁi-.ﬂ I:u:-lwgun Enrk tnmqi
g anager Fandle Murpay
and hiz UCC ladies lﬂmhaﬁ
connterpart, Shang Ronayme,
In a dispute over dual players.
Un  Saturday night
Renayne claimed Murray's
management had stopped two
players — Meabh Cahalane
and Hannah Looney — from
lining out in the university's
Connor Cup semi-final
illﬁggtén ll.Tlg.._I that day, whils
4 OppngeEr ot
Futﬁthn-cnilu-g:. ekt o
onayne told Cork's
RedFM: “Tdon’t think its very
!I'."lllr on the plavers invalved
It's a move that we're very,
VEry angry about. 1i's ve
underhand from the Cor
camoEle minagemeEnt”
“However, following Cork's
217 to 2-13 win over Limerick
in yesterday's Littlowoods
Ireland Camogie Leapue semi-
final, Murray launched a
f brosdside of his own.
“0n January 2nd, we
jorought it to the attontion of
the girls playing O'Connor
Cup that theore was a clash ™
siid Murray. “We told them
prhat if we were in a semi-final
what we would b expecting,
p Ve male numerows attempts
[to resolve the situation].

“This issue didn’t rear its
head this week. 1 think people
were well aware of what was
happening. 1 think UCC did
very little jon the matier].
We have done evervthing
pozzible”

Murray then claimed
plavers feared their “grants
would be withdrawn™ if they
didnt line out for UCE,

He said: “T would question
what UCC have done. [ had

parenis ringing me telling me

ork camo

that thelr daughters got texts
#aying that their grants would
b withdrawn. T think that its
very, very disappointing. 1
would alzo like to say that
cortain management of UCC
ladies" footbhall team texting
my management leam at two
and three o'clock this morning
is uncalled for, I think it jus
shoiws how shabby the whole
thing was."

Last might, Ronayne
acknowledgsl players roecelv-
ing scholarships are sibject to
certain demands from the
collepge.

He tobd RedFM: “UCE have
a vast acholarship pro-
gramme. They give out schol-
arships to elite plavers,
They're investing In those

Limerick’s Rebecca Delee boses her b
Lirtlewoods Ireland Camogie League

1 semi-final at (IT.

players” fubures, It's not just
about sport. To receive those
acholarships, theee are cer-
tain commitments and you
have to represent ihe college if
you'ne fit and able. .

“Those two girls are on
scholarships and signed up to
the terms of {he schakarships,
It's a bit like a contract, ina
professional sanse. Yes ?
they were reminded of that
commitment to the college,
Enat they woukd have to repre.
sent the college if they were
able to play.

“Pawdie Is claiming threats
ware made to the bwo players,
I know, and he repeated it fo
e, that these players were
told they would never again
b ot for Cork if they plaged

m:hhhdiﬂbﬂnmh:llhgmmmmm

Pictume: Ciisin Keniry

[for] LICE,

“Omn Friday night, Hannah
Loomey put up a message in
the [UCC) plavers’ group
&EHU #ing that she counbdn’t
plav. words shi used was
that their infer-county careers
were ol siake,™

Asked if the players who
opted to play for Cork would
be subject (o 2anctions, Ron-
ayne replisd: “The authorities
in DPOC will be looking into 8.

Eonayne also deniced
Murimy's asserthon he recely-
o abusive text m :

“He sadd they wmﬁmnkm
and vile texts. 1 take serlous
issue with that,” he safd.

“ A beat wias sent foono of hls
selectors, wishing them the
best today. There was a

Davy delight as D'Arcy on board

John Fogarty

Davy Fitzgerald sayvs he s de-
lighted to hiee CAMLD-
Mags D'Arcy

(& ikoa
:inh%ngﬂﬂuﬁrmlswm cogpch

to his management team.

set-up and the Clare native ex-
plained her role when con-
tacted by the Irish Examiner

yesterday.

=wWhat Mags is doing is get-
ting experience in conching
and she iz helping out our

w}m-u:nm
od she was part of Fltzgerald's

At the Liberty Insurance
rArey reveal-

LiEkgranrodn MCL Div 1 sl
Ireslmnd

Frpde 240 Gabery 1-9, Cork
217 Lomaerick 213 2
Scorers bor Corb: L Collra 223, O
Cohor =5 [0-3 pis], O Cronin and A
O Genner 0-3 aach, A Shesan and J
Wihie 0x1 sach

Scoears lof Limerick; M Whacary {10
Do froes, G2 45's) 16, 5 Canry 1-

[ 41
1, KD & OYCafiaghan, D Murphy, ;
F Dulaa, A and € Lyons 0-1 Everyone knows the GAA is looking for a new director
s eral. with names such as Tom Ryan, Liam Sheedy ;ndﬁ!ﬂ
CORK: A Lsa: L O'Sullvan, L Treacy, Spratt being bandied around as potential replacements for

m.rmw.a : i m' o A menthon here, though, for Joan O'Flynn, whio isnow step-

&cuur:-ﬁ't' ot 7 I ping down as director ﬂ:r&l of the Camogle Assechation
— i : after five at the helm of the arganisation

Suibia: I Mackay for Ceomin i, 75, A
O Cannor for Homan (0, O O Corres
b Wl {51 End J Wil ke Moy

LIMERICE: L Crieal, § Mehamars. L
wieCarihy, M Cuid, L Scandan, J Mul-
cafry, W O Coningl, & Caney, K OLaary,
O Wumpiy, & O'Callaghue. C Costalon,

Suba: A Sesslan lor CrEoenl ). M
Crasmor for O {406, K Hon-
sy %ot L Scankin WS}, F ke o
O §52) el W O Callsghan for
CriLemny [S51 o
1; Agtren 2-B Waslmaat™
?ﬂmm;fnm*ﬁhmmm*
i 1 g 22 Lok -5 Dery! 240, kB
11 Delin 1-8, Tipgany Z-13
s eckane 0-T: (G - Olare 0-50 Tyrona 08

Ikeeping coich Noel Consi-

ine as well as dolng some
gemmil coaching, We like ta
a

v her arocund, he's a great

ﬂl?nn and Is fairiy on the

“She’ll ne doubt pick op a
Tt firoem the cosches. She's in-
wvolved in different elemonts of
conching and 1 often ask her (o
work on different technlques
with fellas ope-on-one.™
I.n.nduﬁﬁ l:r'm-:q]"“m A“.m.

I % ilppoint-
mont has been well received

a couple of years ago,
Camogio

some big shoes to fill.

O'Flynn has done Em}ﬁ!
ool
i bl rﬁﬁl u:'nnmhuun
t of & memo i of 11
Camogie Association, the LGFA and the
forge stronger 1inks (it's boen a little surprising
A ﬁtua on this,
' nt between those three bodies is b
a job well done — O'Flynn's replacem

incldentally — the ramifica’

steering the Camaogic As-
ch aa the "eoin toss' furore
g to the recent an-
eratanding betweon fhe
GaA as thoy seel to
there h“nn;‘

and Fitzgerald continued;
*She’ll add things to our
group. At the outset, she sald
she wans mad to learn and in
Wexford if anyone can be of
benefit 1o us then fair play. We
have four or five harlin
coaches and we're delight
she is part of the set-up and
she's working extromely hard
a5 thay all are.™

O'Flynnahardact to|
follow in camogie

MARCH 20Ig

rds between
e and

UCL ladies football manager
Shane Ronayne, left, and Cork

E camogie boss Paudie Murray are

in a dispute over dual players.

remark passed about why the
plavers were not released,

here wis no abuse, they wers
not drunken or vile and they
weren't at two or three o'clock
in tho morning.™

The controversy didn't
getm to impact yesterday on
Cork, who led by 2-2 to 0-4
after 25 minutes, Linda Col-
lins netted twice, while Orla
Cotter and Oria Cronln were
also om tirget.

However, a goal from Lim-
¢rick captain Sarah Carev,
ﬁlﬂnsh:'nh Niamh Mulcahy's
dead ball accuracy, narrowed
the game to 2.9 0o 1-7 by the
break.

It waz nip and tuek on the
resumption, before Cork
pushed on, with Callins,
Cotter and Amy O°Connor b
the fore as they lead by 2-16 to
=11 with five to go.

Limerick, however, kept
battling and, when Mulcahy
converted a soft pennliy and
followed it with ansther fros,
thiey trakled by three and were
in with a shout. Amy 0"Con-
nor then skofted over her third
to make coertain of Cork’s
dleservied victary,

In the other semi-final,
Kilkenny beat Galway 2-10-to
1-8 in Banagher, with Aoife
mﬂ nd Julicann Malone

the winners.




Five star
show sees
Cork crew

coast It

CAMOGIE
m Mary Néwman
Cark 5-20
Wexford 1-1

THERE was no doubt about
the result of this one as a
strong performance from
holders Cork helped them
ta their third victory in the
Littlewoods Diviston 2
Mational eague as they tot-
ally outclassed the hosts in
WIT vesterday.

Cork led 1-10 1o 1-1 at the
interval after they had hold
Wexford scoreless until the
rd minute of the oponing
half, In all sectors Cork
were superior and in the
gecond hall they ran oot
convincing Winners.

With Kaitlin Hickey. Ca-
roline Sugrue, heeva
MeCarthy and Finola Me-
ville all finding the range
Cork had openaed up a 0-6
lead before a Kaitlin Hickey
goal streteived the Cork load
17 mimates in.

A Chlse Cash free went
all the way to the net to
openicel the scoring fior Wiex-
ford amid addding 1o it with a
point they et thidefiekt bl
Cork finished the half
strong to hald & nine-point
lizadd, There was -:ml:.' one
teaim in it in the secomnd hall
as Cork wene in the driving
soat. They contined fo pick

| off scores and with goeals

—

from Finoln Meville, Rachel
¥ Shea and Kaitlin Hickey
the lead was increased as
Wexford simply had no re-
sponse lo the strength of
Cork.

With jusl two games 1o go

| against Down and Wesi-

mieath Cork are in o trong
[HJ-SIl R o GNee AEnn al-
vance o anather league de-
cleber.

Bearars lor Cork: E Hickey 2.2,
Keuva MeCanby -7 g-a [, A O
S 14, F Nevlle 1<, C Suges -2,
A Kavandgh 01, 8 MoCanhy 02, C
Colkng 01

Wesdoed € Cash 1-1 L
CORK: G Cols; L Wedin, 5 Hmng-
ton, W O'Callaghan: L Callanan, M
Lymchs, Katio MeCartisy, A Kavanagh,
5 Buokley: Koeva McCariby, K
Hickay, F Nevilia, © Swfivg. M
AcCarihy, A Epairg
Sube: K Culinars lor M McCanty. A
O'Shia for B Koana, © Haaly for K
Hickey. & MoCarlhy for G Sugns.
WEXFORD: E Bate; E OCannes. L
Fodley. & MoCray; K O Gonngt, ©
Caih, [ Doyls: § Folsy, L Dompsdy,
v Burkos, O Mlolicre 5 Kol M Kahoa,
E Dhyla, L By,

Suba: N Dy tor E O'Connor, B |

Kiuly dout E Bt

In the Munster W16 A
final Cork proved foo =strong
for Limerick as thoey rec-
orded a 48 {0 4 victory (o
hold onto their title.

In post primacy compsedi-
tlons, Loreto Fermoy ook
the Senlor D All-Treland
title with @ 1-52 {0 1-8 win
awver Offaly side Naomh
Cormac.

Im the Junior G final,
there was o win for St
Mory's, Midleton over St
Cunn's, Ballinazloe on a 3-
17 o 3-89 scoreline be take
the BoTours,

Treaty fight back

CAMOGIE

Mellerick

Cork 217
Limerick 213
ON two occasions during this en-

tertaining league semi-final fix-
ture in CIT yesterday Cork led
well, by 10 and eight points.

Yet they let Limerick back into the
game and just three separated the
shiles before Amy O Connor stepped up
to give Cork that four-point cushion on
the stroke of full time.

Cork were superior throughout and
the gap shoukd have boen wider at the
final whistle. Just thires of thalr 2-17 camse
from placed balls as their speed. inter-
play and classy point scoring was joyful

The game was open with plenty of
space afforded and while Cork were
thght at the back initially, Limerick did
hit a fve-minute purple patch on the
27th minute where they exposed the
home side defensively, striking 1-3 to
givie them impetus as they entered the
ArEEsing oo,

Cork had led 2-8 to 0-4, up to that
poknt. Ashling Thompson, reaming in
Cork's half-back line, and Chloe Siger-
son gave good diagonal deliverios and
the sweel play of Linda Collins, who
finished the game with 2.3, and Orla
Cronin led a merry dance,

Linda Collins' first goal came [rom
an Orta Cotter free which dropped into
the square and she was first o react to
grab and strike home

Thers was Hitle Nuency to Limer-
ick's play, with Cork’s work rate pre-
venling any smooth run,

They started to get into rhythim bo-
witrds the end of the hall however and
ran at Cork, They were through for
goal oaily todrop the ball at the critical
moment. Sarph Carey made no mis-
take a minute later though as Cork's
concentraiion lapsed, and she rattled
the net to lepve just fve between the
sides ab the furnover; 225 1o 1-7.

It was a better Limerick side in the
secomnd hatl, led by the pacey and hard-
working Deborah Murphy. Rebecca
Dieloe amad Sarah Carey,

Entering the fourth guarier Cork

had stretched thelr lead to seven but
their scores weren'l as plentiful. Lini-
erick were keeping in the hunt and
when Sarah Carey rifled home a
penalty call op the competent Amy
Lae, the gap was four. A Niamh Muil-
cahy free brought it to three before
Amy O'Connoy had the final say.
Seorens for Corks L Collea 2-3, O Cotier 06 {03 ),
O Cromn 03, A O'Connor 03, A Sheahan. ) Whits
01 each

Limerick: i Mty 0-6 (5 1, 01 45). 5 Caray 21
{10 pan}, 5 O Calaghan, D Murphy, R Dedes, ©
Lyons, K Olasry, A Sesnian 001 sach
CORK: A Lao; L OrSulivan, L Treacy, M Cakalaes: &
Ehpshan, P Macksy, C Sigorion; J Weio, A Thomp=
son; I.Hﬂgu':namw L Codéns. H Losnoy, M
Suba: K Mackiy A OConnor
fen L Heman mhu%mh};?Mu (=1 R
Wity lor W McCarthy (535

LIMERICK: L CrNedt: § Mchamarn, Lh'ld-‘.arﬂw. M

. J%
K OLoary; D Murphy, 3 ©F
M ibalcaby, A Diolow, G Lyons
Subs: A Seanton lar M ONConnad (he), M Cronasmes
for § OPCalaghon (60, K Mannistsy lor L Scanian
fas P Hickiy for M Quald (52, M O'Calaghan Tor K
OLasry (=5}
Refarog: Ray Fally [Rikdme).

ork hang on as

Laura Treacy examines her broken hurley during yesterday's dash with Limerick.
Picture: INPHO/Disin Keniry

Murray responds to UCC manager’s stinging blast

CORE might have beaten Limerick in the league
semi-final, but the real talking point was UBCC's
O'Connor Cup semd-final on Saturday.

After the College lost, thelr manager Shane Ron-
ayme expressed his anger and heavily eriticising ca-
mogie boss Pandie Murray for refusing to release
thiree players.

Murray explained he had flagged wp the fisxtares
clash two months ago with officials.

“Look. the keyboard warriors never worry me. It
doesn’t worry me whatsoever what they call me aned
wihintever.

“I think, just to address [t on the second of Janu-

ri'-._lm broarglst it to the attention of the girls plying
0 nar Cup that there was aclash. W tald tham to
mn‘l:-mtt t.
“We fold them that i woe werne in @ semd-final what
wir would be expecting, We made numerons at-
tompds. | was ot a WGEEA meeting.

CAMOGIE

m Linda Mellerick

“Idigl bring it up to pecple in both football and ca-
magie organisations.”
ks secomd team had to travel to play Wexford
:lw:t on Sunday afternoon, which limited the back-
]1::“: ers Murray could have called on to fill in.
went ns far as last weok fo request the intor-
mediabe gume (which Cork played yesterday os well)
1o ba changed to Saturday to facilitate these girls in
that it would mean we would have some of the inter-
mediate players to work off today.

*That was declined iy rapicily, This didn’t rear
it= head this week. T think people sere well aware of
u.-h.-Lt was happening,

“I think UCC d!ﬂ vL-rLIilﬂe ([t helph. T‘nay e
looking at taking them for & day, but you know Yoil

ask the question that i they won Saturday whero
would they be today?
“We would have 15 players today, that’s the first

thing.

“And there is no way that UCC would have lafi
those girls go ona bus vesterday avening.

“I'vea brother that kas been involved with UCC 5.
geraon foothall for the last 10 vears, They have coma
ip against inter-connty the whale time,

“They respect it. They freat things with a bit of

class,

=5n, [ just can't undersfand what 1" all alout

“We have done, amd T repeat, we have done every-
thing possible,

“I ' would guestion what VEC have done. T had par-
ents ringing me yesterday morming,

“1 think it"s very, very dmappnjnﬂqﬁ;eﬂ'ﬂﬂ hasa
long history of sport and they promote

*['don't know does UCE stand for that.™



A Rebel whois

ASHLING THOMPSON has always
done things her way.

She has put the rebel into Rebel,
nHer arms are comic-book pamel ex-
plosions of tattoos and her nose is
perced. She has jet-black hair and a
style you don't associate with tradi-
Honal camogio.

She hurls with the same colour,
swagger and self betiel. Fast and furi-
ous off the ball, precision passing
when in possession.

Thompson broke barriers back in
2014 with her frank interviews on men-
tal health. Ireland has become more
open on the topic of depression in re-
cent ¥ears and there's no doubt she
was at the forefront of this.

In the NBA last month basketbail
stars Kevin Love and Dedar DeRozen
Eﬂt public with tholr st off tha

urt and have Been landed for their
honesty. Thompson was able to open
up about her difficulties four vears
qgo, coming in the wake of Cloyne's
Conor Cusack leading the way in 2013,

Unguestionably it gave her a mass-
ive profile, making her the most fa-
mous camogie player in the count
aside from another former Kebel,
Anna Geary. She has sponsorship
deals with Red Bull and Puama and has
chatted to Ryan Tubridy and Ray
Darey op prime-time TV,

The key is she has walked the walk
as well as talking the talk. In the enaod-
erm era Thompson has four counties,
four Munster titles and three All-Ire-
fnnds with her clab Milford, thres All-
Irelands with Cork - one a3 capiain -
and two All-51ars.

When the chips are down Thompson
{elivers. Though primarily ah all-ac-
bon midfielder - she can offer a bit of
vichael Fennelly-esque toughness (o
10 with her Daniel Kearney-style dy-
aamism — she's also at number
iix. In the big games, especially Kil-
kenny, she's often at her best which is
about the bigpest compliment you can
pay any player, y

Her fascinating carcer i3 docu-

ented superbly on Wednesday on
PG4 as she features n the 16th serfes of
the brilliant Lacchra Gael show. The
miew hotir-long format has been terrific
s far, with Lar Corbett and Graham
Geraghiy covered to date, and Henry
Shefilin and Mickey Harte to come.

Dubbed the "Warrior Woman',
Thompseon is just the secend fomale
L-:tsirl!:aﬁn appear after ladies foothall
legend Juliet Murphy and the 17th
Corkonian overall, 1¥'s a genine hon-
our when you reflect on the Rebels
who T4 have worked with.

Hurlers Con Murphy, Justin
MeCarthy, Tomas Malachy, Donal Og
Cusack and Gerald MeCarthy havea
peared, as well as footballers Billy
Morgan and Larry Tompins.

Then you have the dual players -
emphasising Cork's tradition in that
repard — Jack Lynch, Dinny Allen

Vrwho lined out for the Cork hurders in
shoaid-705), Bay Cummins, Tiddy

eCarihy, Jimmy Bacry- iurphi;,-,
Brlan Corceran. Sein Og O hAlipin
ant Johr Allen

Ashling Thompson defivers the ball despite pressure from Caoimbe Lyons of Limerick in last weekend's league semi-final at {IT,

The only pity is the longer format
wasn't an option for some of those
{eanke figures. The truncated approach
used previcusly meant players' ca-
retrs were ofben peduced to highlight

As the pross release for Wednesday's
episode cxplaing, Thompaon detalls:
“The highs and lows as well as the
siruggle io maintain professional stan-
dards in an apparenily amateur sport.

‘Bhe also speaks aboat how her ca-
mogle hrulses affected her briof chreer
as a fashion model, mental health ad-
wopcacy, sledging. reforess, the chal-
lenges faced by a top female sports
star, and her Red Bull collengie Joe
Canming.’

Her sporting brilllance is thers (oo,
but davetailed with hor life, particu-
larly the way former Milford manager
Frankie Flanmory engured she emerg-
ed from & dark time asa stronger per-
son while alsa excelling on the camo-

Fed Bull athletes Joe Canning, Ashling Thempson and Killkenny hisrler Richie Hegan,

also a role model

Fhcture: INFHO Margan Treacy

gha plich.

i5 i3 & golden age for Cork's fe-
male GAA stars, Briege Corkery ancd
Rena Buckley are op o par with Jack
Lynch, Teddy Mac and JBM az the
griatest dual aces the county has pro-
elriced,

Gemma O'Connor |£ the best Febal
orntre-back since 2000, hurling, camo-
gie, men’s or ladies football, Juliet
Murphy, Valerie Mulcahy, Aolfe Mur-
ray, Brid Stack and Angela Walsh, like
Thompson are absoluls warrbors.

Anmd Geary callsd time on her play-
ing career oo soon - she was just 27 in
H15 - but in switching infoa caresr in

medbn and television, shes done an in- .

credlible job promoting camoghe.

Guoary, Thompson and more have
shown you can be glamorans and an
elite player. That's an Important mess-
nge to send 10 young girls when the
drop-ofl rafes dmong EceTmagees are oS-
pecially high in female spart.

Picture INPHOV s Kenir

@@ “When the chips
are down Thompson
delivers, primarily as
an all-action

.midfielder...”

it's omneof the reasons last weekend's
spat batween UCC s ladies footballors
i the Cork camogie beam wak 0 dis-
appolnting. Hannah Looney, Meabh

alane and Libby Coppinger were
_cmught in the cross{ire as the College
had an O'Connor Cup semi-final on
Saturday, with o possible final the day
after, while Cork hosted Limerick in
the leame semi-final on Suamiay,

Looney and Cahalane sat ont (JCC's
lozs, with Coppinger, who nlso plays
sepkor ladies foothall with Corle, $lart-
ing. She subssquently did not feature
{or the Cork camogie team in their win
over Limerick,

1M Boss Shane Ronayne and Cork
manager Paudle Murray went back
amd forth in npportioning biame, bt
whoever is m Fauli, the players should
aot have beon puk in this posithon, The
soaner the camogle and Eelies §
{_L:mﬂaumm are amalgamated the

ter.



Cork hold

off Limerick
comeback to
reach final

DIVISION 1 SEMI-FINAL

CORK 21
LIMERICK __ 2-13
SHIRLEY MOLONEY REPORTS

ALL-TRELAND camoie cham-
pions Cork will face old rivals
Kilkenny in the Littlewoods
Ireland Camogie League Divi-
sion | final after they overcame
Limwrrick at CIT last Sunday.

Leading by seven points with
just minuges remaining, Cork
saw that advantage cut to three
points as Limerick responded
well, bat Ay (" Connor was on
hand to send over an insurance
paint in mjpury Bme to ensire
that Cork advanced,

Cork - without Libby Cop-
pinger but with Hannah Looney
and Méabh Cahalane present,
having opted 1o play for their
county rather than for UCC in
the O"Connor Cup = were four

clear after ive minutes courtesy
of an Orla Cronin point and a
well-taken goal from on-form
Linada Collins.

Limerick registered their
opening score compliments
of their accomplished sharp

ghooter Niamh Muleahy when
she slotted over a 30m free.

A brace from Comer and Ju-
lin White pushed Pawdie Bur-
ray's side five clear, but Lim-
crick stayed in touch, Rebecca
Deles, Cavimhe Lyons and
Deborah Murphy all on target
in response to Cork scores from
Cronin and Orla Cotter.

Three unanswered points
from Cronin, Aileen Sheehan
and Collins saw Cork move
seven clear before Collins
found the met for the secomnd
time when she side-stepped
goalkecper Laura O'Neill and
blasted 1o the net.

Erad:nfﬂuaﬂttmh‘s LmTreacymﬂEhuhmhm

Limerick rallied and cur

Cork’s lead in dramatic fashion
Cot i e s Carkmeet Kilkenny, again
pointed a free before captain
Sarah Carey found the net after W'EHEEI‘ - uut'nhlbmhﬁu!ruﬁ in Banagher, 'Lhemhmﬂhri:mﬁﬂ
a great one-two with Sophie ﬂmmhmﬁmﬂnuuﬂuﬂﬁér meet again in the league final, a repeat of last
Coster fired over  respective Littlewoods Ireland Camogie League -J-:Bn’uﬂﬂ-lr!hnd al that Cork won.
a placed ball before Limer- l,':lmnm.lmj-ﬁll wins last weekend. h‘:lhut‘rcpmnflmmrs}umﬂulﬁ:t
ick's late fMurry of the hall was &thbﬂtmz-]?mmﬂnm, Kilkenny won as they target a 1 ‘Dhlqnnl
rounded off by O'Callaghan,  Kilkenny got theheuﬂﬂﬁnhufhﬁ-mmliﬂ ﬂhﬁmﬁdmﬁ SERSONS. '
who pointed to see Cork head
to the dressing room five clear,
281017, Cotter and Aisling Scanlan %‘m.r . hdcatry, MO"Connel: S
: . reacy, Carey, K COLeany; D Muphy, R

UP'"“I““ resumption, Collins  exchanged points before Lim- oy & sheehan, PMackey,  Delee, C Costeloe: NMukcahy, 5

e before Cotter pushed  erick were thrown a lifeline € Sigerson: O Catter, A Thompsar;  O'Caltaghan, C Lyons.
Cork seven clear with a placed  when awarded a penalty three  jwhite, 0 Crorin, HLooney:L Cod-  Subs: A Scanian foe O'Cannel
ball. Karen @¥Leary cut the minutes from time. Sharp-  ins,NMcCarthy, L Homan. (half-time}, M Creamer for
deficito six when she punished  shooter Mulcahy made no mis- mﬁmf?lur mﬁﬁ:}' D‘ﬂﬂnﬂi:ﬁﬂ]'.ﬁm?tmm
a short Cork clearance, and on take when she stepped up to onnar for Homan Scanian [44),F Hickey for Quaid
36 Mulcahy had Cork's lead  cut the lead to just four before m:“"’“;‘“ E}i” O'Callaghan for DLeary
down to five when she pointed  pointing a placed ball in the Lum"mf““m“‘"ﬁmh"" Referee Ray Kely (Kidare).
a45m free. first minute of added time o ;

It was to be eight minures  see just one score between the
before the mext score was reg-  sides.
i NG O THE HIGHLIGHTS |
O'Connor, who made an im-  and 0'Connor got what proved . ol waisin colege row .
mediate impact off the bench - to be the final score as the Re- :ﬁmmﬁﬁ mwﬁ
with a poiat. With 15 remain-  belsranout four-pointwinners.  with her two goals coming in the. mmmﬁuwm
ing, a brace from Collins and Cahaiane, th
O'Connor opened up an cight-  Scorers
point lead for the Leesiders. %LEM:-B.G ﬂﬂllg_g*!i
Hmrntr.l:hrq-m::kmera mf‘“*‘- D]CWHE:'_L
great long-range point to see 5! H‘“‘“" ""'1' “Eﬁ-u
Limerick trail by seven with S e bR
seven remaining, Mhurpihy, S C'Caltaghan, R Delee.C

Study reveals one in three camogie players suffer burnout

Larry Ryan

Hfore than one thivd of camo-
gle plavers have zufTored
symptoans of burnowt, accord-
ing to o survey of clib plavers
carried out by the Camogie
Associntion.
Some of the key concerns
emerging from the survey sur
rotidd mecess o phvsios apd
stromgth and conditioning
coaches — 68.3% of players
surveyed stated they “seldom,
hardly ever, or never™ had ac-

cess 108 physio, while that fig-
e rose o 78,6% for strength
and eonditioning coaches.

Some 34.6% folt they “often
o alwayvs had three orF more
symptoms of burnout”, which
included “feelings of intense
ftigue™, “felt v:linumb!-r:l:uln
fection™; and “felt detached
from family and friends™.

O those playing with three
teities in 2007, G2.4% said thoy
often or always experienced
throe or more symptoms of
burnout, For playvers playing

with mare thin three teams,
that increased t 71.4%.

More encouragingly, G8.2%
of players surveyed said they
were comfortable approach-
imgz fellow teammates for men-
tal health support,

The report. Joan O'Flynn's
lnst as ard stlbrihoir, siresses
the Camogie Association's
commitment (o improving the
standard of coaching at all le
viels, and te cultivating a
better environment for
players on and off the pitch.

In 2007, BT camogie conches
wiore accredited and 10 new
coach education tutors were
accredited in conjunction
with Sport Ireland Coaching.

In the repart, O'Flynm high-
lights the rising participation
ratez in camogic, improved
media exposure, and growing
attemdances

In 2017, the Liberty Inswur-
ance All-Ireland senior
quarter-dinals were televised
livea for the first time by RTE,
while there was a 14% in-

crease in peak TV viewing
during the senior Mnal, from
I8, 00K for 574,000,

Al grassroots level. 18 new
clubs were formed in 2017,
bringing the total nurmber in
Ireland to 567,

FFlynn welcomes the draft
memorandum of understand-
ing drawn up by the Camogie
and Gaelic Athletic Associ-
ations last month o formally
recognise the links between
them.

“The joint memarandum is

a statement on the future of
Girelic games and a statement
about the fafure of young
people in Gaelic games” she
wribes,

“Implementing the memor-
andum through building a
united entity for our mutnal
henefit, In a way acceptable to
both. is an idea whose time
has come and iz a sETlhu.lhh.
next step to strengthen’
perience, profile, and well-
beling of oy ﬁummmm

REIMES e
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it's Féile

weekend
here

in Cork

[ Ma_g.r MNewman

.-‘g..‘»-! ﬁ-tﬂmr than usual start as
Cork's Félle na nGael gets
urrierway this weekend.

In Division 1 there are threse
sections.

In section 1. Ovens is the
venue where Eire Og will play
hiosts to St Finbarr's. Youghal
and Hallyhea Milford.

Section 2 s in Aghabullegue
where they will be joined by
Innizcarra, Eilbree and Trac-
BT

In section 3 Ballygarvan
will play hosts as they wel-
come Cloughdny, Ballincollig,
and defending All-Treland
Featle champlons Sarsfields.

in Division 1, section games
will be 16-minutes a-side and
the top two teams from each
section will gualify for the
guarter-finals which be 20

minutes a-half and these will
bie played tomorrow.

Two clubs will pet & bye into
ihe semil-finals and four clubs
u.:lil.l. play off in the quarier-fin-
s

In Division 2, Enniskeane,
Bishopstown, Clonakilty,
Rockbdn, Charleville and the
county camogie -iruunds in
Cpsthe Road will all be hosting
giscthons.

Laction 1 in Fr O'Nedlls gets
underway at 12.30pm with the
host club joined by Brian Dil-
lon's, Midleton and Dounglas.

Seetion 2 in Glen Rovers
ihpows An at 10.45am and here

Glen Rovers will host Cast-
lemartyr, Killeagh and Ballin-
ascarty. Enniskeans will be
jolned by Millstreet, Gt
Colum’s and Ballinhassig
where its an 1lam start.

Start

Soction 4 is in Castle Road
and here Courcey Rovers, Kil-
brittan/Timoteague, Carriga-
lire and Carrigtwohill star
games at 12pm,

Section 5 15 in Bishopsiown
starting at 2pm with vallay
Rovers, Cobh, Ballinora and
Erin's (rmm.

In section 6 the venue is
Clonakilty whers Sliabh Hua,
Blackrock and Hewcestown
will battle it out.

Section 7 Is in Rockbin, ini-
clirling Memo Rangers, 5t Ca-
iherine's and Aphada where it
& 10 30am St

Spction & is in Charleville
with Blarney, Mallow and
Castlelvons, starting at 11am.

I Divisbon I there an: five
toams per section and one wiill
guallfy from gach section for
the gquarter-finals which will
b played TOMOTTOW.

They will I:n_e o0 minttes -
sicla,

The draws for the guarter-
final are (A) winners 4:_[ S
tion 3 v winners of section &
(B} winners of Section 2w
winners of section 4, (G
winpiers of section B ¥ Winners
pFasction 1, (D) winners of 2ec-
thon 7 v winners of section B

The semi-finals will be on
March 31 and will be 25 mimn-

uiess-sids with the winners of
A v winners of B and winnors
ol D v winnars of .

Pt of Tuck to all 1enTns (mk-
ing part in Féaile,

It's a pity

the final

isn't in Croke Park

THE AIB club finals finally take place
today after two postponements. And
after all that unsettlament the games
have been taken out of Croke Park and
moved (o St Tiernach's Park, Clones,
in Monaghan.

Double the journey for Galway owver
Slaughtneil for the senior final but
that isn't the main dissatistaction. To
take tha All-Treland finals out of Croke
Park is just awful.

Whal playing kn Croke Park meant
to these gitls can't be underestimated.
It just shouldn't have been allowed to
happen, at any cost.

Plaving an All-lreland club final in
March of the following year still
doesnt skt well with me.

An All-lreland final should be
plaved in its calendar year,

And with the seasons changing the
way they are there is less of a risk now
that weather will intervene in a
Hovember final.

Why we ever changed is beyond me.

W copy thae GAA In almost everything
they do and at times it lan't the right
thing ta do.

Take the Limerick v Clare decider
Inst weakenid, T believe that i the camo-
ghe association had come up with such
a way of determining a winner we'd
hawe been sneered at for being 50 ama-
teurish.

Cork's league final against Kilkenny
is set for April & as a double-header
with the horling final Thore was a bit
of uncertainty when it would be

Ty el

Earlier if the week, [ was informed
it was set for today. I'm not sure why,
vt here soems to be @ lack of interest
o excibement in his year's league.

it never sets the world alight,
particularly from Cork's perspsective;
but 1 don't know if it's because of the
aarlier start and the posiponemaents
surrounding the GAA and fxtures in
goneral bot there just seems 10 be &
caza at this stage of wanting it out of
{hve way and move on to champlonship.

The weather hasn't hel groamils
either with club pitches slower Lo open

than asial,

The pro-season work just seems L]
b going oo and on. We have yel 1o feel
the real buze of competitive action
ovan iF we are at the final league stage.

Cotk secured their semi-final spot
with & game to spare after a 100% rec-
ord in the campaign before defeating
Limerkck in the semi-final. Mo surprise
there.

They were made to waork for their
win against Wexford and had a gl
challenge in Offaly but with ithe
outeome never in doubt and without
soveral repiiable players.

Tipperary, afier much promisa &
couple of years ago, Eailed to reach the
somib-finals after winning just oné af
thelr four group games, over Offaly.

Galway did ekay throughout the
league but agalin, was there any rel
donbt that Cork and Galway winilad

prmerge to the semis. 103 Moo eay ti
predict such is the gap and is It any
surprise that Cork and Kilkenny are i1
il Tl again

Former Cork camogie player Anna Geary and Kai Widdrington will tomarraw compete In the final of RTE's Dancing with the Stars.

Offaly had a disappointing cam-
palgn with defeats te all four group
challengers.

Clare got their first win of the cam-
paign against Limerick in roqiml thiree
and ended up on seven points with
wing over Limerick and Meatl and a
draw with Waterfond,

Nothing too exciting there, Meath
failed to plek up any points in this cam:
paign but will have been bugyed by
el competitive display in a couple of
flepidlers.

The Cats hegan the campalgn in im-
pressive style with three comforiable
wins under their belt against Clare,
Dublin and Waterford. They had to
work hard for their wins and were
rocked when Limerick took fhe spoils
in Feheuary by (ive points.

Limnerick had o good run and sul-
fered their frst defieat of the campaipn

el who took part the 5t Patrick's Day parade in Blarney.

iin round three against Clare. This
group proved a far tighter one than
group 1 where Cork lay in wail.

Diarbikn ot thedr first win of the cam-

gn in thelir thind outing as they de-
atestt BMeath away from home bk thal
win and a deave with Limerick still saw
them finish second bottom of the table.

There's little consistency and cven
Le=ss to judge on from league campaigns
at this stage. Limerick, for example,
draw with Dublin and then hent KiE-
Renny.

Cork find themaslves in Group 2 of
the ehamplonship which kicks off on
Juine 9 with & ome venue (o Wesford.

It's o given that Cork will reach the
somi-Tinals. And of conrse, they ve
kept Cork and Kilkenny In saparate
Eroups again,

That ken't just a colncktence. The de-
ciding factor in that groap will be the

Picture: Knobgls

@® To take the finals
out of Croke Park is
awful. What playing
in Croke Park meant
to these girls can't be
underestimatede® |

|;1-3|.r|i|:|; of Kilkenny and Galway ony
Juily 2.

:‘n}rﬁﬁtlminﬂ hoth will win their other
pames ths fixture will detorming who
finishos seoond in the group and faeo
Cork in the All-Tretand semi-final,
which §s nesuming Corlk will fintsh h:q:ni
af thelr group.




clubs on Leeside

B Mary Newman

THE draws for the SE Systems Jun-
ior A, B and C and the 13-a-side
championship were made recently
while the dates for all championship
from senior down to junior thir-
teen wepe ratified,

With Cork teams at all levels look-
ing forward to what is hoped will be
another successful championship
summer, the headache of finding
dates for championship games con-
tifiues, The hope is that the compre-
hensive schedule of games will all go
to plan with evervthing geared
around the nbercounty calendar.

The kg hope is that the inter-coun-
1y seazon will run smoothly and hie-
cups can be avoided and hopefully
there will be no drawn games such s
we hadd in last seazon’s Intermediate
All-Ireland final which saw the
championship schedule thrown into

C
Ten clubs will contest the junior A
jchampionship and with it being
played on a round robin leagoe basis
there will be bwo groaps of Five with
the top two clubs emerging to contest
the final. Last season’s defeated
finalists, Watergrasshill, will be hop-
ing to go one better this vear after
losing out to Ma Piarsaigh in last seq.
son’s final, where two late goals saw
the title slip firom their grasp,

Charleville make the step uip hay-
ing won the junicr B championship
erown in 2017, bt Mewtownshan-
drwm have taken a step down from
intermediate az have Tracton and
Sliabh Rua and their inclusion af
junior A level will strengthen the
grade and make for an interesting
champlonship,

The groups are as follows, group 1:
Watergrashill, Sliabh Bua, Bishop-
stown. Ballvhea, Youghal. Group 2
Banteor, 8t Vinesnt's, Mewiown-
shansdrum, Charleville, Tracion,

The Junior B grade has 12 clubs
battling it oul for honours, of these
soven are the second adult team in
their clubs with St Finbarr's, Glen
Rovers, Sarsfields, 5t Catherine's,
Douglas, Ballineollig and Inntgcarra
all felding second teams, Millstreet
waon the junbor C champlonship last
yoar as they cdged out Blarney in a
h_i%h scoring final and they will par-
tekpate af junior B3 level this vear,

It will b two groanps of six with the
tap tiwa ineach going to the semi-fin-
ks, the groups are as follows group 1:
Ballinascarty, Cobh, Ballinora, 5t
Finbarr's, Glen Rovers and Sars-
Nelds. Group 2: Millstreet, Brido
Rovers, St Cotherine's, Douglns, Bl
lincollig and Innfscarra,

Fourteen teams will conlest the
Junior C champienship and again
there are second tems fromm MNa Piar-
saigh, Ballinhassig, St Vineent's,
Meweistown, Barrveos, Kilbrittan
iTimoleague, Valley Rovers and
Cobh, Groups are group 1: 5t Vin-
eent’s, Meweostown, Na Piarsaigh,
Ballinhagsig, Kilworth, Kinsale, St
Fanahans,

Gronp 22 Barryroe, Kilbritian T

imeleague, Valley Rovers, Cobh, Blar-
ney, Aghacda and Castlelyons.

j This '.-h‘c:r there ks also o junior 155
a-side champlonghip for clubs who
magjﬂﬂt have the humbers and five
clubs will contest this championship

“a

Enjoying the Carigaline St Patrick's Day parade were Chloe Cremin, Robyn

which will b played on double round
system with each club plaving each
odher iwlee home and away, bop
two will go forward to comtest tho
final. The participating clubs are
Grenagh, 5t Colum’s, Castlemartyr,
Eilbres and Rockhdn,

The dates for the start of the SE
Svstems champlonships were also
announced and are as follows in the
senior champlonship:

On July 20, Mallow meet Sarshiclds
while on July 23, Killeagh meet
newly promoted Valley Rovers, On
July 24it°s Ballineollig versies Doug-
las and on July 26 divizlonal side

P
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Inniscarra nmugizﬂuhmm,iheihﬁﬂ-:lmhm Dineen, Emma Dineen, Tim Buckley and Joan O'Leary, with playing gear
and new arest which they designed and which was unveiled at the dub’s vi

Carbery will be in action against Bal-
Ivgarvan. On July 27 it'2 an all Mid
Cork clash of neighbours as Clough-
duv take on county champions In-
niscarra and on the same night de-
feated finalists last vear Glen Rovers
med Milford

On July 28, the fvo games down for
decizion are $t Catherine’s and Cour-
cey Rovers while St Finbarr's take on
divisional side Musherry,

The new look SE Svstems Tnter-
medinie championship which re-
Places the sentor B champlonzhip
will commence on June 27,

It section 1 Ma Plaosaigh will meet

-
'-
)H

A T T

ctory function.

Picture: Mike English

Carrigaline, Barryroe take on Black-
rock and Ballinhassig meet Ennis-
keane.

In sectlon 2, June 29 sees Kilbrit-
tan/ Timoleague meeting Fr O Meill's
and an Jlgrt-:ﬂ:l it’s Brian Dillon's ver-
sus Eire Oy

In section 3 on the same day s
Mewesstown versus Aghabullogne.

Round two on July 17 has nelgh-
bours Barryvroe in action against
Clonakilly and on July 18 the all city

meeting of Blackrock against Na

Piarzalgh. :
Hilbrittan/ Timoleague and Eire

D clash on July 21 with Fr O'Netll's

ic schedule for

-
(]

@@ “The headache
of finding dates for
championship
games continues on
the club front.”

battling Brian Dillon’s on July 22
July 25 has Aghabullogue meeting
Ballinhagsig, The following evening
Newcestown face the team they de-
feated in last year's final, Ennis-
Keane
Round & on July 2 featires Clon-
akilty-Blackrock and Carrigaline-
Barryroe., August 8 and Blackrock
meet Carrigaline. and Clonakiliy
battle Na Piarsaigh. ;
August 15 secs Kilbeiiians Timo-
Jlmgtu: in action against Brinn Dil-
09h'%.
On August 30 there are five games
scheduiled to be plaved.



ANOTHER chapter in the illus-
trious history of the Glen BC
was written recently after 24-
year-old Nicole O'Brien becamea
the first female boxer from the
club to win an All-ireland title.

It was a historic night for all ln-
volvied with the Bleckpool unit when
O'Brion was presented with her cort
and medal at Dublin's Mational Sta-

i st weakend.
The presenintion was made on be-
half of the Irish Athletic Ag-

gociatlon by the President of the
Eﬁnﬂ?.;;]_lu:{ﬂ !tfhalﬂmﬂg]mn.

k 58 & sporting
tradition and she's also an acoom:
plished player with the Glen Rovers
senior camogie téam where she con-
timuies to make herdlines as a pro-
lific goal scorer.

Following the presentation,
O"Brien congratulated the cham-
pion on her historic achievement at
the home of Triah boodng.

“Glen Bowers has, down through
the years, provided many hurlors
wha oceed with the Glen, but this s
a firat for e lacies and an
wihich must be cherished im Black-
pool by boeth clubes," he said.

O Bricn added thit this podnt will
nod be lost on Mewman whom
he described az the excellent and
hard working PRO with Glen
Rovers.

The Glen BO [ the oldest club in

ful ymipic spori.

the club.

“In all the sucoess we've enjoyed
over the vears, we havo never had a
fomale All-Ireland champion.

“Micole has becomae o teailblazer
for -HI.I future female boxes st our
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the ring for Glen
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i i - i her All-Ireland medal and certificate. Nicobe is the
the country, the distinguished eldoer CCEE Predident Michael 07Brien presenting Micele 0'Brien of the Glen with
statesman of Ireland's most success.  Glen's first female All-lreland winner.
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Dream finale for Hannon as Slaughtneil prevail

 AIB All-Ireland Club
 Camogle senor final
Slaughtneil (Derry)  2-11
Sarsfields (Galway)  1-9
Daragh O Conchiir

Clones

Losing last year's goalscoring
hiero Mary Kelly to emigration
was 8 significant blow to
Slaughineil's ambitions of de-
fending their AIB All-
Ireland Senior Clul tla.mnﬁzr:n
thtbe, For o while, it looked like
they might have to without
Shannon Graham too, though

thankfully she returned from
n stint abroad and was mag-
nifteent ag the Derry side
proved too strong for
Larsfields in the decider once
more. They did have a
new, pol-so-secTel weapon
however in Tina Hanmon.

The (MTaly star relocated (o
the area and s bullding a
house with former Derry
footballer and Slaughtneil
mbidlielder Patsy Bradiey.

Having played a major rofe
in geiting them o 5t Tiern-
ach's Park, Hannon prodascesd
ansther starring performance
by scoring 1-8 and in
the end, even augmenting &

tremenidous defensive effort.

Hannon's 1-4 tn the first half
were ernelal as Slaughtneil

struggled to gain a footheld in
the: opening period. :

The goal came immediately
after Sinead Cannon caplia-
lised on sensational work by
Siabhiin MeGrath to rajse a
green flag at the other end.

The teams went In at 1-5
aplece and the Robert Em-
meits’ contingent gradually
exerted incrensed pressure as
the second hall wors on.

“It's been & deeam,” sabd
Hannon. “Sarsfiolts got off to
i Detter start, they were quite
strong and we were lucky

enough to ba uui:rg in &
draw at hall-time. We were
delighted, we pushed on,
pushed forward and got the re-
sulis  backsio-back All-
[reland champions.™
Hannon's former club
Maomh Brid sent her a card
wishing her luck beforehand.
It also included a bit of grass,
and a reminder not to forgel
her roots. That would never

Nn.
"Sn days like this, vou
think back to where it all

started. 1t started with my

native club kenach and
then we s fited with
Cotl  be Nagmh Brid.

It was a real Jolirhey,

=1 ledt the club last yiearona
high, we won the junior cham-

ionship. Even when | was
eaving last year, they knew
il circumstances and they ve
been nothing biut a massive
support

“Oin days like this, | think
back o when | was wearlﬁ
the green and black jersey a
I'll never forget those doys.”

Meanwhile Johnstown-

bridge (Kildare) defeated At-

h (Galway) (18 to 16) in
tl‘f:;}lrniur Eirl.‘l{

Bcoreri bt Slsughinedl T Hansern 1-8
f-8ts); L Dougan 1-0 [pen); T Welion 0-

5 McKalgu 5-1
& Canrata 1-1;

Bcorem o Sarslields:
& poGenth 03 (fn); W MoGrath 03l &
WeGrain, R My, Hﬂm?mﬂ'h
SLAUGHTNEIL: J Bradiey. C McGrath,
B b Crgssics, Derdsgh B
Chaiside, A Mi Chaside, G 0 . O

. L Dougun. 5 Graham, T Han-
e, T Mipkon,  Mchhta

5 b,
Buba: T MeEkdownoy for 5 Ledon (52,
& McGralh for Denise 55, &

MeAfsHn lor T Madion [60+2)
SARESFIELDS: ¥ Lyons, R Moiphy, L
wiaed, A Spalimpn, T Kerew G MoGralh,
E Loshe, K Gallaghee. M MeGrash, M
0 MoGragh, 5 Speilman, & Can-
o, 5 bieeath, A oy
Sube: K Donchue for W MoGosth b (50,
E Lanrkin for Linshie inj (80443
Relerea: & Ejan [Corl.

REACTION: “We fig% for each other to the
last minute" - Tina Hannon
By Camogio Pross.
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Harwrn’s ol dnd lour poinbs inthe firgt hall were partioulacly fmportant s Slaghtnel were definiely in
e B 1t 1 et s e

Thet poal, carme ivresfustely alerr Sndod Canvon capitalised on seearional work by Siobitcn Melrarh o raise

& jpreon g a1 the mher e

Thiss et weonst in ot -5 iplece pnd e Robent Enrirens” conningent grachelly snemed incroosed presarne =

thee ool ol wrovs am

T beeri i dinpsarm ety il Hannon. "I wrk tough all th ey throughy Even bel one this match, we'd a
ey e i Sk Pl vl iow bngray planging B0 minuoes: that day would stand 10w, Sarsleidsget ofi ma
* lbaptopr et e wren reine - vang el wip ware ik

in @ draw ot haill thre

W o B i 8 g it Pl time in°s Even Stephen again bor the setand Bald, W i detighted, we
o] on., pushed fonwiend and ot the i we wantnd Back-rp-hack All-nelacd chamgion, ™

Hannan's fonmer clubs Maorr i sont her a cird wishing her Luck belorehard, it sso ncluded o bt of grans.

and a rowingder nox o forget B roots. That wrouts niser happen,

O s (e this o Bk biack b shiene b sl startod, i skarmod with imy rasve cub Boliysioerach and then

et vl garratod with Coeblilerty to be Macerd Biridl it wir & foal journey, Dieft the clus s yoar ong high,
W e eier Championeiis,
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SUDRERS FOM SLALGHTHER: T barron HB{0-64); L Devgar 1 fpem); T Mellon D2 S McKague 0-1

SLORERS FOA SARSFIELDS: 5 Cannon 1L S Merath B3R B McGrath 0-2(W). 0 McGrath, R Murvay, M
Enonesy {1 11 pach

SLALIGHTMEN.: ) Bradtey. CMolrath, B W Dubside. Derviagh Moliigan, E M Chaiside, A N Daiside, G Dtane.
EMLW5M'MEWTMMJWEWME__
Melidramey fer & Mofion (53], A MeoGeth for Dene McGuigan (S5), B McAllser for T Metion (60+2)
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Eﬁgﬂﬁ Dnﬁan bullet sets Slaughtneil on

By Camage Press
Poabie FEO32048

By Daragh O Corsciulr

Sawghtred {Dery) 21
Sarstelds {Satway] 19

mmﬂﬁﬂﬂmhhmEHhmhﬂwﬂummmr
performance evring that fey retained el A8 Al el Serior Durmoiorsibis e at St Tiemach's Bk,

i e o, they ontnued the dreadiul rum of Galway represenmivis in B deckder, with Sarshsdy
SN CEMRECLATAR Lo the SA0T N @ norw e The westem champioee o e Pl bordle.

e book Simugemed & while to ok into g 2 thiy wisuld hae been delighied o go in at the Bresk Lres on
5 sl ghoen that Sarufields wiry merp threatening.

The champloms hi the front in e 4™ minute. when the exeslent Tine Hannon poimed, i B was the
First o Evo events in s mary mirte) Bl turned the gome.

Sarulivios mimman, Marh Molesm ot e ongaing Batiue with a beg injury that cissry harmpered her
sentriation mmedady alter s i withdrman This waes a mongmerral b

Al hen. righe on e thrie-quarter man. Louise Deugan rifted an urstspaable shot to the ool of the
Sarvliglhy et irom @ peal ey, alber e brillem Shannen Graham ws Fuisd devwn by Erice Ll

By s, Sl ghenal wers munaging toimpoes Beenselves. physically snd when Harnon gave teen & fou-
mm.mnﬂvﬂmmmmmlmmmdﬂpﬂmuw
AagiT e e Soa0E Ty Ao 1o Brive
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Sl Carnion iggliod the fnishing inuch ta Sarifislds” major in teg 107 minuce but white the Finisk e, cool
ther scorer wirs all about Siohin MoGrash, s the [T-year-pid beot (s def mders, and drvw @ fourih belore
parsing 10 her WeTYrase, wha made na mistake.

Furazs prvidded the periect ripteas treugh A P Hrre A7-reland wirer wich Difaby, the covire-forsend,
whes Brichid with i game-High tally of 18, drev through the middie snd Suugh her inicial shot was seved by
e Ly, o w0 el g koroci hovme e rebennd

Hannan comvred a couple of mone e 1o beokend soores iron Narsh and Crssth MeGrath and then
i aleer Siobivn Mehrath sloted her et Froe_ber Wintnr elbat corming alter o smartstos &y
Lyiarrs froems Jorio Mcblailas

That sevir ifuern i bevil ot the crange of ik and it remained exiremity Comoestve i e ain mads
Cofedinn more S et curly ofier the rescre.

Corirazn.an Millon, and Sobin MoGrath asd Famon inched e scormsosrd Roreand But Tl ey cocid not
e soparaced. That wars whien B key moments pocurrad.

Dy v, Tiari Koy haad e 82 recuce, f et eemyalotely eraicane Hannen's vishiliey in general play bt
Dougan ssood out in repriing the deep-lying rote that preved s effectve I mones age, whils Graham
mﬂﬁumwwﬁlwmﬂm

I dlefience, Brntie i Chainide 1 parficuler was & eormiderablie presercs at hull-back and onoe Slaughees had
etatiched prirracy. thy never booked Lo cpdling It

Fench by el Limruci i ALY oot o g iy el i, NS Chasiie e a e S Froeh & JTTRFTEH
it ol bry Coovesy From o froe b ey s B Saugrimed winw ot going 10 Heed B 0 and S BU L
Agren Carroll Cop il be spending another year with the Robert Brmmers’ cortingent.

SORERS FOR SLAUGHTIO: T Hanioon RB(0-6ls): L Deugan 10 [pen: Taetion 0-2 § Mekaigae 01



Cork beat
Down to
remain
unbeaten

CAMOGIE/HURLING

% Mary Newman
Cork 0-11
Down 0-9

CORK maintained their mosi.
Hon undefeated in their u;-’?ula
in the Littlewoods Irelana
Division 2 Matlonal League
with a hard-fought victory
over Down away from home
vesterday.

Lesuding by two podnts 0-8 ta
0-6 at the interval Cork held
thelr 1de to the finish to se-
cure an important win az the
defence of the title continues.
With just one game to go the
win ensured Cork will make 5t
to the latter stages.

It was close all through with
little between the sides but in
e finish, the greater deive of
Cork saw them grind out a
much-deserved victory that
ensured they remain on
conrsa to prtain theire 1idle,
mT":I'm Eﬂ;-’;“mmﬁw I:I;[B- 1031
ang, A 0 Shea 01 Gnok. W R—
CORAK: C Coling: A Kllsen, § Maring
tom, M O'Calpghan; L Caltanan, M
Lynch, K McCarthy: & Havanogh, S
Buckloy: K Hickey, F Newlla, K Culin-
ey, A O'Shea. G Sugrum, K MeCarity

* Subec K Barry for A Kilesn, 7 Heana lor
K Cylinaics, K Wall for & Kovansgh, R
C'Calaghan for C Sugrua

Meanwhile, Tipperary en-
joved a remarkable 19-poini
turnaround at Croke Park to
eventually win at their ease
and secune an -Alliane hurling
league gemi-final clash with
Limerick next weekend.

bichael Eyvan's side wers
tipped to win comfortably buat
had to come from eight paints
down afier just 10 minutes
against a Dublin side that
started strong bot ultimately
burnt out.

Dublin led 049 to 0-1 after a
blitzkrieg start that included
poinis from six different

layers including the excel-

ent Danny Sutcliffe and Paul
Winters. P o

But 2017 league finalists
Tipp soon found their range
and roared back level by the
2%l minuie at (11 aplece.

They took the lead for the
firat time in the 26th minute
when John MeGrath, whe fin-
ished with 1-4 from play,
nerttedd and daly bed 1-15 to 0-14
it half-timae,

Poor Dublin slipped oul of
the contest from there despite
having anextra man following
ponan Maher's dismissal for a
secomd yellow card following a
high challenge in first-half in-
jury-Hme,

The Dubs only scored 10
points from the 1oth mine
sanwards with only five of
those coming from play as Tip-

rary bossed the majority of
the comtest.

[n that same fime frame.
from the 10th minute until

full-time, Tipp outscored Dub-
1in by 2-24 to 0-11 which under-
"lined the hosts® fall after that
1t start.
hrlﬁlpmul—liw hrought on John
‘Bubbles’ ' Dwyer who hil
vwo points while the likes.of
Paul Shanahan, Paul :Mahl-.::
and Willie Connors ﬂll"ﬂprf.ﬁ
sentor run outs st Croke
i second-half substiutes.

= - Foxg
ey Rovare” playes e Hid Gut wit
vital goal at minor yesterday,
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Keating strike is

.
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h Cark camogie in 2017, Saoirse McCarthy (Miner), Fiona Keating {U16), Linda Calling [Senior) and Siobhan O'Donevan [U18]. Keating got the

Piciure: Mike English

crucial for minors

Cork
Galway

1-11
0-13

A poal from Fiona Keating proved viial
in Castie Road vesterday as Cork
ahaded it over holders Galway in an
important All-Ireland minor cham-
pionship encounier.

Keating scored 23 minutes info the
pamn toodge Cork intoa lead they hold
to the end desplie enormons Galway
pressure.

Twice Cork denicd Galway goals
thanks ta Sarah Ahern. At point blank
range she stood ap and denfed Chlos
Reilly whilst Laura Hayes the wital
touch e a penalty taken by Galway
keoper Sarah Healy with two minntes
remaining as Cork led by a poini.

Liftlewoods lraland NCL Div 2 Grp

1 Aresivs 2040 Carioer §-13, Dowm 08
Gk 011, Waakmaath 5-17 vegdiong 0=
X D 2 Gep = femagh 06 1=
17, Dy 116 it 2.4 1, Laois 246 Tipe |
parary 130 (O 3= Tysone o) Ky d-

F

-

B Mary Newman

[t was nip and tuck as the sldes
swapped early points. Ninmh MNeiland
and Cliona Healy twice swapped
scores and, with Laura Doyle and
Tt.'lﬂn Canning doing likewise, it was

Polnts from Niamh Horan and
Miamh Neilamd edged Galvay in front
before Flona Heating found the net to
give Cork the lead. With Meiland con-
verting a free, Cork bed 1-5 to -7,

Molra Barroett amd Flona Keating ex-
tended the lead with two quick polnts
bt Katie Monnbon with one kept Gal-
way on Cork®s takl. It was score for

seore tirongh the half but Cork never
allowed the champlons take conirod.

Cork led 1-9 to 0:10 as the game on-
tered the final guarter bul a strong
Galway rally saow them draw level with
two Miamh Meiland points and one
from Niamh Horan.

Cork needed to hold their
campasure. Pushing forward they won
a vital close in free Cllona Healy
tapped over and they were hack in
front. Galway attacked from the puck
out and won & penalty but credit Cork
thaey stone] firm,

On the counter-attack Emma
Murphy won possession amd fired over
from eloge ranges when maybe a goal
was on but, importantly, it kept Cork
in front. Galway mounted awother at-
tack but Cork were mot 1o be donied,

The win puis Cork top of the group
with & game te ge and qualification se-
cured, Galway will tor dlefesat Dk
lin o keep their hopes alive,

Boorers dor Cora: 05 WA F -1,
Lﬂu‘h.nﬂmﬁummﬁmu_
E Mty 0-1 .

Cishwriry: M Modlland 0-7 (36 f. T Canning. K Momn
(2 pach, K llannion 0-1

CORAK; § Aheeng; G Collrm, M Cobier O Keating; L
Duoyle, L Mayes, © Ring: Seoirse McCarihy, E
CrPaipan; & Maaty, M Baredt (o), © O Sullvan, &
My, E Worphy, F Kaaing

Subs: Saily MoC Jor T ir=ij, & Baneman
Mﬂﬁ&ﬁmi:g:rr e

GALWAY: & Haady 5 meady, L Bara, M Ladan; P
Fiewaity, & Koy, E Denogte: N Horan, T ;
A ,  Mindabovl. K Mannson; N Heliand, M
loms,  Floshy,

Swbs: K Screcns for 5 Hosdy [24), K Mo ke E
Domaghis Pl

Retesnn: Lir Dampasy (Kikany]



Inniscarra celebrate

T
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m Mary Newman

IT was a night of celebration re-
cenily at the Lee Valley Golf Resort
for Inniscarra Camogie Club when
a large gathering celebrated the
county championship winning
sucesss with a medal presentation,

The evening was superbly orga-
nized by a committes of Joe Mo
MeCarthy, Tim Buckiey, Treasa
MeCarthy, and captain Mary
Buckley.

2017 was a hugely successful
year for the club with their sendor
team making it back-te-back s¢n-
jor county championship wins as
they annexed their third senior
title as they edged out Glen Rovers
in an exciting clazh at Costle Boad

The senior success was the third
title for Inniscarra the first was fn
210 when they also took the
Munster tile and went all the way
to Croke Park. anly to lose out to o
strong Killimor side from Galvway.

Innsicarra chairman Tim Buck-
ley opened the night and pald
tribute to those who werked to re-
tain the title. He said the huge
work that went into the year had to

__ f b!ghaﬂmuuﬁedtgn-i anll::l :Zlh{.- pahltl_
z < ! tribute to all who worked for the
REPRO FREE 10.03.2018 Inniscarra Senior (amogie team celebrated their 2017 Championship win at Lee Valley Golf Club. Included are Mary Buckley, captain, Tim Buckley, club.

chairman, Joe McCarthy, Padraig Hughes, Kevin Murphy, and Kieran Keane, selectors. Picture: Mike English  The senlor team led by their cap-
taln Mary Buckley were presented

with their county champlonshin
muilals by former Cork star Bricge
Corkery from thelr nelghbouring
club Cloughduy,

The hard working team manage-
it of Padraigh Hughes, Kieran
Keane — ho himself holds a sendor
county hurling championship
medal won in 1989 with Glen
Rovers — Kevin Murphy, Joe hic
MeCarthy, and Tim Buckley were
recipients of presentations from
both the club and the players, as
were their wives, the ladies behind
the manapement team.

Captain Mary Buckley acknowl-
edged the huge effort made by all
in helping make it back to back
titles,

Before the formalities of the
evening were completed club
chairman Tim Buckley was pres-
ented with the club Person of the
Year fior afl his work at all levels in

Pat, Asife, and Ann Dineen attending th ' the rllﬂgl- There followed an even-
- Aoile, and Ann Dineen attending the Inniscarra Camogie Club's victory function  Deirdre 0'Callaghan, Alleen Sheehan, and Avife Kavanagh at the Inniscarra Camogie & Of huge celebration as the

. . - i, ¢ gie A P 5
at Lee Valley Golf Cub. Picture:Mike Engiish  Club's victory function at Lee Valley Golf Club. Picture: Mike Englsh  styie again T Co corared In

—- .. 3
sisters Treasa and Roslyn McCarthy, Erin and Caitlin Looney, Rena and Mary B leb Fscarra iscarra fnciie ey
Camogie Cub’s 2017 Championship win at Lee ll'alhfﬁuﬂl:fub. e Hﬂm;:ﬂl::mmh Eihl!.h'.ar'm ke ki feipche o F'iltﬂ:ﬂh El'ﬂ




Inniscarra Camogie Club members, Sheila Golden, Ann Dineen, Emma Dineen, Tim Buckley, and Joan O'Leary, with ar and new crest  Tim Buckley, chairman, welcoming special guest, Briege Corkery, t
which they designed and which was unveiled at the dub's victory function. ol % : Mike English  the medal presentation function at Lee Valley, _ Picture: Mk Englst

Hiamh Dilworth, Aine 0'Connor, and Grace Heffernan attending the  Sisters Caitlin and Erin Looney at the Inniscarra Camegie Club's victory  Selector Joe H'E.tllﬂ"]' with daughters, Treasa and Reslyn, at thi
inniscarra victory function at Lee Valley Golf Club. Picture: Mite English  function at Lee Valley Golf Club. Picture: Meke English  victory function at Lee Valley Golf Club., ol d Erw

Tim and Frankie Quighey with Aoife (Under 16) and Rebecca (Senfor) at the Inniscarra Camogie Club’s medal  Rebecca Keane, Rebecca Quigley, Alsling 0°Reilly, Jenny Burke, and Kate 0°Herlihy cefebrating Inniscarra
presentation function at Lee Valley Gelf Club, Picture: Mike Englth  Camogie Club’s County Championship 2017 win at Lee Valley Golf Club. Pictune; Mike Engfish




Slaughtneil

camogs clinc

back-to-back All-Irelands

SLAUGHTHNEIL boss Damian McEl-
downey belicves they have well and
truly cemenicd their place as. the
foremost camogie beam in Ireland.

There can be no doublers after
they clinched back-to-back All-Tre-
lands with Saturday's five-poing fnal
win over Sarsfields at Clones,

That the pame was played at
Clones caused a noedable degree alan-
noyance in the bulld-up in the game
amd lent eredence (o the theory thal
the fairer =ex are second class citi-
gens among the powers-that-be in
Croke Park.

However, MeEldowney sald that it
wag an even belter experbence than
last vear as they got bo convene with
their boval supporters on the pitch af-

G

DAMIAN MCELDOWNEY REFLECTS ON A TRULY HISTORIC
ACHIEVEMENT AS SLAUGHTNEIL CEMENT THEIR PLACE IN HISTORY

ter the final whistle.

“1¢ god to the stape where we just
wanted i play the game and didn't
gare where it was, Look, we played in
Croke Park 1ol vear and It was bril-
flant but at the same fime, oar sup-
porters and the fans were =il in the
etandds =0 we were kind of separated
from them.

“This time around everyoné came
onto the pitch and it was nearly bed-
ter as we gol to celebrate with our
families and friends and take photos
s it wis @ nice way to end the year.”

In a repeat of last year's final pair-
ing, the Slaughtneil girls were slow
ouf of the traps and were relieved to
o in bevel at the break. However, they
produced a stunning final 30 minules
and were pelatively comforiable 2-11
1o 18 winners by the final whistle,

Shannon Graham, Brona i Chal-

.

gide, Lousin Dougan and Gralnme
O'Kane were massively influential,
while Tina Hannon scored 1-8 of their
overall total MeEldowney saes it
proved Jast year's win was ng fluke.

“Everyone's golng fo say maybe
they're a bit lecky, bat to win two ina
row puts all those questions o bed.

“There were five points in it at the
end, With about 10 minutes to go 1
just didn’t see us getting beaten, the
girls were so comfortable on the ball
It"s proved Lo everyone that the girls
are the best team in Ireland.”

“It's an unbelievable achlevement
for the girks. [ don't think it's sunk in
vt for amy of us, that'll take a week or
i,

It was &
fairytale

to the season for the club after their
footballers and hurlers (of course,
there's a considerable overlap) fell
ghort in the All-Ircland semi-finals.
McEMowney says they wen: as
pleased a8 punch for the girls.

*The lads were all there on Safur-
day supporling us and sending mes-
sages during the week to the giris,
everyone was behind us and it was
ol b see them there and out on the
pitch afterwards"

The last month has been a bit of 8
roller-coaster ride for the Slanghineil
girls. They were initially supposed to
play their final at 5t Patrick’s Day but

it was called off doe o

5 Storm Emma. It was then
postponed for a second
time 10 days ago, again
due to the weather,

+ but luckily it didn't

hamper their performance too much
when it finally did go ahead,

* weas afraid of the postponements
and how It would affect the girls. 1
said that's not the way [ want to lose
an All-Ireland. The girls were so fo-
eusad all the way through it and did-
n't et it affect them. 1 -Lhuughtr. WEE
af our hi players weren't in the
Eame Emgi:n and we were relieved
to get in level. We spoke to them and
made one or two changes and we
came out & better team, I thought we
were fairly comfortable to be honest
with yow."

McEldowney, Woody McKinley and
Mickey Glover have already commit-
bed to another yvear in charge. The
girls have barely had a break in the
last two years and it's only another
fortnight to the start of the Derry
leagues. MeEldowney has a plan (o
give their mainstays a rest, however.

“We want to gives the girls a break
and we will give the girls a break. We
have a big squad so we'll use the ear-
Iy part of the seazon a8 a chance W
look at some of the younger girls™



Kevin Cummins of Cummins Sports, makes the

: PREEEAT.
Midleton, winners of the Rebel Og monthly award for March 2018, at the Clayton Hotel, Siver
included are Esther O'Leary of Munster Colleges Camogie, Jim Healy, Rebel Og secretary, John Pur

to Megan 0Donovan of 5t Mary's High Scheal,
5. Al
Rehel

0g chairman, Sean 0'German, judging panel and Clir Susan, McCarthy, deputising for the Mayor of the Coun-

ty of Cork.

SAINT MARY'S High School, Midleton, are
the March winners of the Rebel fjg
monthly award, sponsored by the Clayton
Hotel Silver Springs, Cummins Sports, the
Evening Echo and RedFM.

They won the both the Munster and All-Tre-
Ea!:.r'lud Post-Primary Junior Camogle champion-
ships.

The school has a proud sporting tradition
since being established in 1902, Some 40 years
apo camogle was introduced in the school and
since then they have achieved much suobess at
county and Munster level in all grades

History was made on March 10 when the jun.
ior team won the schools® Oret-ever All-Irsland
camogie thtle with a fantastic performance over
Bt Cuan's College Ballinasloe on a scoreling of
3-17 1o 28,

In the earlior stages of the Munster competi-
tion, St. Marys overcams Ennis and St Augas-
tine's Dungarvan which set up a meeting with
Cashel community college in the Munster

I

St Mary's defeated Cashel on a scoreline of 3-
13 to 2-5 and in deing o were crowned Munster
champions, As wianers of the Munster final,
51, Maryvs progressed onto the All-Ireland semi-
final to play Our Lady and 5t Patrick’s College
Knock, Belfast. Afer a tough encounter, tha

Attendees at the presentation ceremany to St Mary's High School,
Midbeton, winners of the Rebel Og monthly award for March 2018, at
Parture: David Keane

o Clavton Hotel, Sllver Soringi.

Picture: Dawid Keang

o WRoryNoonan
!;-!ridli:lnn school won out on & seoreline of 3-8 10
=),

St Cuan's College, Ballinashoe, having come
throtigh on the oppesite side of the competition
would be the apponenis for the final. Both
teams having put up huge scores in their re-
spoctive campalgns meant that it promised (o
e an exediinge fmal.

51 Mary's stanied well scoring thiee goals in
qubck succession in the first-half, leaving them
ahead by nine points at half-time.

St Cuan's ralkied in the second-half but coukd
not impact the lead 51 Mary's had buile wp. The
final score on a histeric day o the University of
Limerick was 3-17 o 2.9

This was a fantastic team performance from
start to fAnish with every player on the team
and panel working hard to achéeve the common
il of bringing the first ever all Ireland camo-
e ke to Midleton.

51 Mary's high school would like to schmowl-
edpe the support of Midleton CBS for the use of
their training factlities az w s Ehe bocal GAA
clubs that have penerously facilitated the host-
ing of school matches throughout the year,

Lisa Lawler of Bed FM, makes the presentation to Emma Murphy of 5t Mary's High School, Midleten, winne
of the Rebel 0g monthly award for March 2018, at the Clayton Hotel, Sibrer Springs. Mlsaincluded are Stephe
Ryan of Red FM, Cian 0'Brien, Rebel Og PRO, Clr Susan MoCarthy, deputising for the Mayer of thie Comnty ¢
Cork, Sandra Cercoran, Cork County (amegie Board and Carloyn Motherway of 5t Manrys High Scheol.
Ficture: David Kea

St Mary's honoured
for All=Ireland win

" a |'.= i -

Nosina 0'Callaghan of the Clayton Hetel, makes the presentation to Al Smith of 5t Mary's High Scheol, Mid
ton, winners of the Rebel Og monthly award fer March 2018, at the Clayton Hotel, Silver Springs. Also i
chuded are Peter Smith, team coach, Tracy Shechan, Cork County Jusenile Camogie Board, Jehn Purcell, Reb
(ig chairman and Tracey Kennedy, Cork County Board chairpersan. Picture: David Kea

a
S

Nicoda Cullinane of the Evening Echa, makes the presentation to Aine
ODriscoll of St Mary's High School, Midleton, winners of the Rebel Og
monthly award for March 2018, at the (layton Hotel, Silver Springs.

Also included are Jim Healy, Rebel g secretary, Ronan Dwane, Cork
County Beard coaching afficer, Tina Sheehan, Cork County Juvenile Ca-
mogie Board, Tracey Kennedy, Cork County Board chalrperson and Mar-
garet O'Regan, St Mary's High Schoal.

John Purcedl, Rebel 0g chainman, presents a bowquet of flowers to L
Lawlor of Red FM, during the Rebel Og menthly award presentatio

for March 2018, at the Clayton Hatel, Silver Springs.
Picture: David Keame Oy TOCIRA! L o TIPRN



Rebels avoid paying the
penalty to stay unbeaten

CORK

GALWAY

=
0-12

SHIRLEY MOLONEY REPORTS

CORE held on against Galway
in Castle Road last Sunday to
remain unbeaten in Group 1 of
the All-Ireland minor A cham-
pionship, but it was a close-run
thing.

With six minutes left and
Cork leading by just a point,
Galway were awarded a pen-
alty, which gealkeeper Sarah
Healy came forward to take.
Her effort was stopped, how-
ever, and Cork anacked, with
Emma Murphy fzzing a shot
over the crossbar ©o give the
home side a two-point lead they
wokld retain until the end.

Galway came 1o Cork seek-
ing & victory in onder 1o avoid a
must-win game next weekend
against Dublin in their final fix-
tre of the group, In contrast,
Cork were secking 1o reinforce
their dominance at the wop of
the group and remain unbeaten
in the group stages. In the end,
Cork's great tenacity, embodied
by Laura Hayes, Saoirse McCa-
rthy and Moira Barrett, ensured
they took the spoils,

After ten minutes, the sides
were level ar 0-2 each, Cork's
Cliona Healy and Galway's
Niamh WNiland exchanging
frees.

Laura Doyle picked off a
fine point from: play to push
Cork one clear on 11 before
Healy opened up a two-point
lepd when she pointed a 20m
free, Three unanswered Gal-
way points courtesy of Tegan
Canning, Miamh Horan from
a placed ball and a well-taken
MNiland effort from play had the
visitors back in the lead on 19.

Ciara OFSullivan responded
for Cork 1o level before Fioma
Keating ratiled the Galway net
afver collecting the ball and
showing her marker a clean
pair of heels. Canning pointed
for Galway to see them trail
by the slimmest before Cork
were awarded a penalty on 26
Healy stepped up, however, her
low drilled shot was saved on
the line and cleared and Cork
maintained their one-point ad-
vantage to half-time, 1-5 to 0-7.

A Cork brace in quick suc-
cession through Barrett and
Keating had the Leesiders three
clear, however, Katie Mannion
cutit to two when she fired over
on 31, Healy pointed a 20m free
before Canning fired over 1o see
the Tribeswomen trafl by two
beflore a long-range McCarthy
free restored Cork's three-point
advantage,

Horan split the posts on 39
before Sarah Ahern pulled off
a point-blank save from Chloe
Reilly a minute later to deny
Galway, Niland reduced Corks

Cork captain Molra Barrett from Ballinascarthy pictured

with the

Galway captain and referee Liz Kennedy before last

Sunday’s All-Ireland minor game,

lead 1o one and then tied the
game on 49 with consecutive
20m frees.

Healy put over a 20m free
for Cork to shade it heading
into the final ten, While Gahway
pressed, they couldn’t come any
clozer,

Scorers

Cark: C Healy 0-5{F), F Keating
1=1, 5 MoCarthy (1), COSullvan,

L Doy, M Barrett, E Murphy 0-1
each

Galway: N Nland 0-6 (54), T Can=
ring 0-3, W Horan 0-2 (1), K Man-
rian0-1,

Cark: S Ahern|Balygarvan): G
Colins (Eire Og), M Cotter (Aghat-
ulegue), 0 Keating (Balincolig);

L Doye (Charlevilie), L Hayes (51
Catherine's), C Ring (Innkscarral;

5 McCarthy [Courcey Rovers) E
CORegan (Ballygarvan); C Healy
(Aghabuliogue), M Barrett [Bali-
rascarthy], C O Sullvan [Nawoos-
townl A Hurley (St Catherine’s),E
Murphy (Glen Rovers), F Keating
{Courcey Rovers),
Subis: S MeCarthy (Bride Rovers)
for Ring [half<time), 5 Bateman
{Coughduy) for O'Sullhvan [45),
Gabway: 5 Healy: 5 Keady, L Bur-
key, M Larkir P Finnerty, A Kely,

E Danoghuse: N Horan, T Cannings R

Suba: K Screene for Keady (25) K
Mcran for Donoghue [ 363, M Ke-
oghfor Mannlen (52}, N Heffernan
for Canning (53]

Referee: Liz Dempsey (Kilkenny).

Grenville
too much
for Cork
to handle

GAR
2 Mary Mewman

1-10
0-10

o —

Westmeath
Cork

WESTMEATH brought o

Cork's nnbeaten run in the
Littlewoods Division 2
Mattonal League toan end in
Castle Road vesterday as they
edged It with a goal 10 spare (o
onstre they finished top of the
group, a point up on Cork.

Cork got off to a great start
and led by two points inside
five minutes. They had
stretched it to 0-4 to 0-1 by the
endl of the opening quarter he-
fore the visitors settled.

Mulreann MeCormack and
the excellent Pamela Grenvil-
Ie hit two in a row o get them
level before a’ Grenville
pointed free gave them the
el

Koova MeCarthy slotted
over 4 Cork free, followed by
ane from Finola Meville but
with Westmeath applyinga lod
of pressure they grabbed a
Jvital goal with twe minutes to
‘the break. Pamela Grenyille
blasted o the net from close
Yranpe. She then showed her
actilracy, pointing & (P on
the short whistle todeave
Westmeath in front 1-6 1o 0-6,

v Erom the restart, Cork at-
tacked and a Kaitlin Hickey
kpoint narrowed the gap again.
{-Lr“h‘l‘_t L F”.'l:'d L] [".lI'EP u-.“.l'
goal between the sides but for
the next quarter Cork had
enotigh possession to get level
Cork then wasted chances.
mMeCarthy, with two points
from o free and play, dra el
them back to within a point
but Westmeath won a 45 which
they converted. y
A sir p dectsion Lir pRm@as
lise and a vellow card to
Rachel O"Shea for charging
when she clearly made an ef-
fort to id two defenders
and was in fact fouled, saw
Cork lose a goal chance.
rthy had Cork within
F? with five minutes re-
alning but another edd dect-
sion to penalise a Cork de-
fender for overcarrying gave
Grenville a tap over free
A second close-in firy
time up saw Westmeat
the reswlt out.
Searers bor Weabmeath: P Gramedle 1.7
a5 L, O-7-45), M Scally, H Cora, M
MeConmack 0-1 sach
Coric K MoCariy -4 {02 1), K Hickday &
A R OShaa, F Nedio, B O'Caltaghan O-
1 sach
CORK: A Lea. R Kileen., K
O'Callaghar; K Mo MGl e
L Calanan; & Kivenagh, 5 Wi
Marrita, ¥ Hickey, RO Shea; G Coliang, A
O Cadiaghan. K Mc McCanhy
Suba: J Bary for M Lyneh (h-1), M Lynch
foe B By (41 in), C Sugnee far G Col
i (44, ¥ Culrang loe A Favanagh
[44)
Meanwhile, Cork's minors
yiravelled to Wexford for the
last game in the round rebin
spries but lost 1-8 10 1-3.
Trailing at half-time, 0-7 to
-1, despite rallying and hold-
ing Wexford to just a point
lafler the break Cork failed fo
narrow the gap.
With a semi-final spoei al-
“ready secured it all systems go
for April 14 and a meeting
with Clare.

Dom Augustine McGregor of Mount Melleray Cistercian Abbey ghts the Paschal andla from the flame of the sacred Easter
wigil, held by 5 Lily Scullion, Gsterdan Monastery, at Glencaim Abbey, Co Waterford, p Pﬁ?ﬁ:r::e?m-u

The light of faith




Collig win Butler Cup

in difficult conditions

B Mary Newman

AMOTHER wery successful Brendan
Butler Memorial tournament, under
Hghts in Rallincaliiy, eame 10 & con-
chusion last Friday with the host
team claiming the spoils on a scomo-
limm of 2-1 to 05
As was the case all through the
tournameant, the weather caused
havoe
Continious eain all day resulted in
horrific underfioot conditions with
pools of water all over the pitch mak-
ing it difficult for the p%
Thi rain that fell all gh tha
e ensured there was litthe come-
ort for playvers and mentors, but
henth sides wanted to play 2o off they

wunk

In the lead-up to the final, bath
Ballvgarvan and host club Ballineol-
kg hard performied well and, having
endured postponemants die to snow
and waterlogged piches, they wers
ready o go.

Ballincollg Credit Union were
agmin on beard as maln sponsars and
tho family of the 1ate Brendan Buller
was present as the winning team
were presented with medals which
were sponsered by RHen Quinn, &
member of Ballincellig GAA club
and & good friend of Brendan's.

It was hard st times tooven s the
hiall, but credit goos ta both teams
who battled on, and to referas Ger
Shechan and hiz umpires who had to
work hard kn brying copditions.

Ballygurvan's Catrlona Relly had
the grme’s opening score, pointing
ap early free and with conditions dif-
floalt it was haed for both sides to
keep the ball moving

As Ballygarvan got to grips with
conditions, they extended their ad-
vantage and ed by four peints with
E¢lly, Isobal O'Regan and Kelly
agaln all finding the range

Ballincollig worked hard and
when Ashley Lovett found the mef for
thelr opening score there vwas just a

t botwesn the sldes,

As the half-timo whistle loommd
Sinexd O'Callaghan converted a
Ballincollig frée to level matters and
leawa the half-time soore at 0-4 to 1-1
and all stll o play For,

As the rafn continugd to pour
dowen; the teams took to the feld for
the second half and again conditions
were bad and this led 1o few soores.
Six minutes in, Patricia Bubtimer
gave Ballincollig the bead with a goal.

As the full-time whistle ap-
proached, Kelly had o Ballygarvan

point, it despife piling on the press-
are, they failed to get the goal that
thoy needed as Ballineolllg humg on
i Bk tha fiEle.

Ballinealllg's Elaine Casey was
pnamed s Player of the Matc and

was presented with her trophy after
ward in the club pavilion as was the
Brendan Butler Memorial trophy.
which was presented to captain,
Adlale Kisly. :

This was only the secontl eccasion
that the et club have been SUCCESS-

won 1he inaugural event.

ghipirman Mike O Brien
weleomad all In attendance and he
e tribute to a1l those who put huge
efTort into tha cvent.

He had a special mention for the

Ballincollig players after the Breadan Butler Tournament final Aofe Cotter, Miriam 0'Leary, Maria 0'Danoghue, Lisa Marie 0'Mahony, and Giara (fRiordan.

Ballincolbig captain Maria 0°Do-
hue with Liz Cremin- Butler
and player of the match Elaine
Casey after the Brendan Butler
Memarial tournament.

late Brendan who worked so hard
within the club,

FEricn welcomed Liz Butler and
thanke| the EEmily for thetr supgort
of the svent

o also thanked Ken Giilnn for
sponsoring the medals for the win-
ning team and he also thanked the
GAA club for allowing the compet-
pion to go ahead onder lights and,
piven the horrifle weather condifions
that the teams hed to endare, he
thanked all the partickpating cluba
Denglas, Ballygarvan, Ballincallig,
Cilon Hovers, finkds, and Eire O

Boovers for Balliseoliig: A Lovtt, P Buttirmer 10
sach, 50 Catlaghan 511

Baitygarsan: G Kaby O-% §0-10, | O Regan -1
BGALLENCOLLPG! L & O Mabaey; A Lotfio. W
OLgany, G 0" Riordan, 5 Kedatng, L Wasio M5
:E Canay, A Kely 5 Diaegan,
50 A Lewewil, P Buiinac, D OF Laary.
Quis: W OBean for O O Ly,
BALLYOARVAN: ME O Dontes 5 J Bracty. E
Fyan, A Knchana] M Lyons. 5 Vitmed, M Buckhiy,
G Murpty, © Eally; A Murphy, | O PFagan, L
Guinrane: 5 ENlly, A Crowiy, I Keghane,
Tisfares: Cind Shamhan {Douglae)

W With their place in thie All-Ireland
minor A championship semi-final al-
ready secured, Cork hesd to 51 Mar-

aman

-._I T

A

tin's Plercestown GAA grounds
foilay 2t Z30pm in relaxed mood.

The home side, with just one win
ot of thres games, will be hofiing o
got a result, bt the real battle will bo
in the other game where Galway and
Dasblin go head-te-head in Gort.

Galway, hoving bost out to Kilken-
riy anl Cork, need to win this gume,
while a draow for Dublin will be
emtgh to puk them into the last four

Waore Gabway to win and go level
with Dublin it will come down to
sooring deferenon so svery goong will
b vital.

@@As the full time
whistle approached
Catriona Kelly had a
Ballygarvan point but
despite pressure they
failed to get the vital
goal that they needed
as Ballincollig hung
on to take the title.

Diblinare +12 , Gakway =7, leny-
ing Galway needing to win by more
than five points to join Cork a3 the
sovomt tenm poing throdgh. An inter-
osling day looms

In groip bed Tipperary, wino hiave
all thele games plaved, are top fol
boweed by Waterford and Clare who
meed todi.

The winners here will go through

1o the kast feue with Tipperary.
B Please note the Division 2 Little
waadla Mational League clash be-
tween Cork and Westmeath is on to-
morrow in Casthe Road 8t Zpm.





