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Milford's Laura Stack pulls away from Ballygarvan's Ellen 0'Regan and
Lisdh Murphy during the SE Systems Senior Camogie Championship
match in Castle Road, Phcture: Howaed Crowdy

Glen against Seandun
IS the pick of the senior
championship ties
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Cou IH-I.I'IHI" Saoirse McCarthy keeps eye on the ball against
i Pictures:

Hewcestown's Siobhdn Kelleher.

Gavin Browna

Talented Courcey
prove too strong for
spirited Newcestown

314
2-6

Courcey Rovers
Newcestown

A spirited performance by
Mescestown wasn't enough to
stom the flowing talent of

Raovers in round four
of the SE Systems Senlor
Champi at Casthe Road

Two Clara O'Sallivan goals
in the final quarter put a
better reflection on the score-
hoard and it was a reflection
Mewcestown deserved for a
ofce again committed per-
formance. Infermediate cham-

dons af 2009 Newcestown can
a proaud of their introduction
wnior clith camoghe and the

Jqee championship games

played will stand bo them
a8 they move forward.

The flair of Conrceys was
there for all to see. They en-
joyed & 1-8 to 0-1 lead at half
time and would have had an-
ather twe balls in the net wene
it ot for the bravery of New-
cestown keeper Orla Dinesn
who put her body in froat of
Saoirse MeCarthy's pile
driver after just five minotes
and another on fifteen when
ghe advanced to smother
Christine O'Neill's attempt.

Courceys' goal came on 21
minutes when a Jacinta Crow-
ley free was prevented from
going over the bar by Newces.
town and batted into the path
of Fiona Keating who tapped it
im. It's always a split-second
decision whether to help those
anes over the bar or bring
them down into the square. It
proved the wrong declsion
this time roumd,

Defensively Rovers wern
very strong. Full back and
Caplain Earyn Kechane had
an exteallent game on danger
woman Collette Desmond,
The only time Desmond os-
caped her attention was on 47

® Linda Mellerick

minttes and Desmond's pass
found Clara O"Sullivan for her
first goal. Grainne Hannon
and Ashling Moloney were
others to shine and from mid-
oo L
=5 a BCO Q &,
The lay of Linda Cal-
lins saw her hit 1-1 inside six
minutes of the restart and she
had Hovers' thind goal by the
413t minute. Newcestown
never gave up and they hita
purple between the 47th
and minutes when O0'5ul-
livan struck 1-2. The accuracy
of Jacinta Crowley then saw
her hit over a 45 and a frea
either side of Ciara O'Sulli-
van's second goal to give Cour-
cey's a comfortable victory,
The quarter-final ngs
for two weeks are: Courcey
Rovers v 5t Catherine's, Glen
Fovers v Inniscarra, Killeagh
v 51 Fimbarr's and Douglas v
Eire Og. After the exit of
champions Sarsficlds, it
further opens up a champions
ship that never todaliver.
1t really i3 wide open.
Soansda bar Revweren: L Codlrs
234 045 {8 § 0-1 45), F Kpat-

ing 1-2 5 MeCanhy 0-2, C 0ol 01,
Mewosstows: C O'Golivan 25 (106, G
Fyam 0=,

Neweestove's Matia Kenneaily abouttostrike the ball forwardagainst
Courcey Rovers’ Edel Moloney.

— 43

Linda
Mellerick

2-18
Seanddn 3-13

FOR the second time over the weekend a
senior camogie championship the went o
gxira-time in a pulsating clash between
Glen Rovers Seandin at Castle Road
on Sunday afternoon.

With Glen Rovers Iooking like th
would coast to victory at half-time, lead-
ing by seven points and dominating play,
they hung on by the skin of their teeth to
push the game to extra-time after Sean-
ifin cormmmanded the second half,

Seandin recelved a blow before the
game when all 51 Vincent's players except
Lauran Homan withdrew from the paned.
The Glen were masterful in the opening
thirty minutes.

By half time six players had found the
seoreboard, five of the forwards and
Emma Murphy from midfield, Amy Loo
matle a good save from Katie Walsh to
keep the gap respectable as Seandin
struggled al? over except for midiield
where Susan Kate Droanan was exoollent.

Trailing by 1-7 to 0-3 on twenty minutes
an own goal threw Seandin a lifeline after
Susan Kato's strike deflectod (o the net.
Katie Walsh was causing havoe at right
corner forward and ene wonders why
Seandin didn't make a change there.

“Thie huall thme break affected bath aldes,
Seandiin in a positive way but the Glen
slipped, 18 was all Seandin.

Glen seored just thres points, one from
play as the divisional side started to play
with improved teamwork and confldense
and they'll rue a number of scoreable
frees and forty fives which would have
seen them win this game in normal time.

Substitute F.nish‘lhll'lﬂ l';an:'h;dmd?]an lT;IéI
mediate impact whon introducead on
minutes. She struck 1-1 to reduce the defi-
et to thires; 11 was nip and fuck.

Glen Rovers

et -

Glen Rovers* Emma Murphy keeps ahead of Seandin's Katelyn Hickey and Susan Kate Brosnan in the SE Systems Senior

Glen have to go
that extra mile

N —

Camogie Championship.
Picture: Gavin Browne

Seandin's keeper Amy Lee dears the ball against Glen Rovers’ Katie Walsh. Picure: Gavin Browne

Lisa O Rilordan made o great save from a
Siread Mills strike on fifty two, Homan hit-
ting tha rebound ower the bar for the sides
i draw level. Denkse Luby (F) gave the Glon
a ome poknt advantape beforo Mills bevelled
it mzain and we for extra time,

Constdering the Glon scored just one
point from play In that second hall they
mone than made up for it in the first peri-
od of extra time.

Emma Murphy shot out of the blocks
with a great peint. Michelle Murph

led for Seandin. Wilsh and Luby (
the shile’s level again.

Katlyn Hickey pointed and then the out-
standing Katie Walsh scorad a goal fitting
of any venue, a rasper beyond the advanc-
I Amy Lod.

Hickoy responded again leaving a point |

i it st half time of extra time. The Glen
upped the momeninm agaln for the last
ten minutes, Seandin became ragged and
R
wWhiers m yers

and one wm['ders why they had moved
Lauren Homan back out the field therely
Iosing her scoring threal,

The Glen showel far more cohesivenoss
and ealm when necded and when Tarn
MeCarthy scored the only point of the sec-
onel hadf om full time for the Glen to finish
up two point victers and i was o viclory
hard earned and well deserved.

Scorern for Glen Aovars: K \Waish 2.3, E Mupdy 05 N
nﬂmmurg-sr_n Lty 055 [Ty, M OMBricen, L Cunningham,
T MeCarsty -1 aach

Seanddn; 5 K Brosnsn 142, L Homan -4 [0-2 ), B Ds
Facitn §-8, W Murphy 140, 5 Mily 02, K Hiclory 02, L
Mo, H Fiyan 0-1 sach

GLEN ROVERS: L O'Rwedan: © Oinan, K Fakoy, G
Moriin; K E'EﬂnntﬂhLaﬂ'ﬂuHHlE. L Cadlanan; :‘
u‘mrém'nlim.xnm' : :
Subis: L Browes Tor N OBrken [$1H), A Wallsoe iof K

ﬂw{m Paraaigh; I Oinon {Brian D8
A Loa [Pa ]

lana). A febod, W O'Connar (N Plansaighy; L
McEeogh (Blackrock), E Buckiey [Ha Pias . H

‘Laary [Brisn Diceal: K [Biacirock), 5§ KBS
mezimﬂl%hl:nmﬁlﬁ-
oort'E), b Aduephy [Blaskeeci; 5 (Brinn Difcera), L
[ bl [Bshopatiremy,; M Fyan fHsckeck],

Suba: L Barry Dions) for L. (Pt B D

kTt W i
e e B ek
Aulsres: Calhsl MeAZmial (Aghads).
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Killeagh's, Rachel Sheehan

in action against Ballygarvan's, Liadh

Murphy in the SE Systems Senior Camogie Championship at Castle

Road, Blackrock,

Early

Photure: Gavin Browne

goals key as

Killeagh march on

to quarter-=finals

Killeagh CAMODGIE
Ballygarvan 1-9

B Mary Newman
TW firgt-halil goals were cru-
clal for Killeagh who ad- points o But:!ljf rvan’s four
vanced to the guarter-final of  before the half-time whistle

the HE Systoms Senlor Cham-
plonabip at the expense of a
spirited Ballygarvan side at
Castle Road yosterday.

With Chloe Sigerson con-
tributing 1-11 of her side’s
tilly over the kour, Killeagh
lgaked to b in & comfortalle
pasiton as ey led 2-00 fo 0-7
lat the interval, but all credit to
a Ballygarvan side, who dug
Kleep deapite plaving ont 22
minutes of the second half
with 14 playvers after they lost
defender Ellen O°Regan for a
psecond vellow eard,

Throaighout the second hall,
jthey worked hard and ount-
seored a Killeagh side. who
hiwil ddone all the darmage in the
opening half,

Hannah Looney and Siger-
som had Kilkeagh off the mark
with oar]i‘ paints, but Ca-
triona Kelly was on target
with two painted frees (o the
ihe contest inshde 10 minutes,

Siperson had adided a point
before shie won possession and
she offloaded superbly to the
In-running Jess O'Shea who
rtfcle n mistake finkshing to
the net for the game's opening
woal amd at the water broak it
;gs advantmge Killeagh 1-5 to

S'!m:-rsn-n convertod two
frmuskuﬂg' bt wiith ome,
bt a second Killeagh poal on

2 minuibes from Sigerson gave
Ballygarvan a mouniain to
climb.

They continued o work
Tard, but their over-reliance
on Kelly for scores was costly,

Killeagh tacked an five

anil on the restart the sides
again (raded points befors
Ballygarvan weré reduced o
14 aund were in tron e

All eredit to them, they
battbed on.

('Shea added a point for
Killeagh, but a much tighter
Ballvgarvan defence was now
holding their own and with
shannon Wynn denying Kill-
eagh a goal from a penalty, it
gave them a hoge 1t as they
dirove downfield with Kelly
Pointing a free.

With zsix minutes remain-
ing. Molly Kelleher struck for
a superh Ballygarvan goal (o
cut the Killeagh lead, but two
pointed Sigerson frees saw
Killeagh safely throongh to a
guarter-final meeting with St
Finhbarr's.

O’ HeefTe will be confldent
they can go o step further in
this champbonship,

Scomes Tor KEkeagh: C 111
O 1, L
E:-Iu- 'El.m Loty L Troacy

Badyqaraan C Kty 0-0 {0-7 0, M K-
ekt 101

RILLEAGH: § Bae

: E Tieacy. A
Wifadai, WO Kaaie; L H o

wﬁmmﬂmmmmmﬂmm

Linda
Mellerick,

1-20
3-11

Douglas
Sarsfields
(after extra time)

AN outstanding display onece again by the
Mac sisters and an all-round deter
mined Douglas team dethroned holders
Sarsfiolds in the 5E systems senbor cham-
pionzhip fourth-round tie on Saturday
afterneon.

The champions dreams of two in a row
came tooan end after a dogged Donglas
fight. Dol ‘s improvement since their
flrst-ronemnd defeat to 54 Finbare's has besn
monnmental.

They led feom the 25rd mimate until the
&0th when Ciara Irwin goaled for Sars to
Bl ane up,

Sars then had three to spare with 50
minutes on the clock bt five minutes of
additional time and & Pamela Mackey
:J'lﬂ-r':tlh’ ping brought the game to exira-

&,

It was a game that swung end fo end
with 50 m a1t at times it was
kard to Keep up, Sars made use of nine
substituies, Douglas three, during what
finished up at 21 winutes of playing time,

Credit both teams that left absolutely
everything out on the pitcih.

Sars had a few positional and personnel
swiltches to thekr team at throw-in pri-
mearily due to Glanmire ledies footballers

laving a champlonship game thres oy
the game, -

Ellen Murphy, Olivia McAllen, Ellen
Twomey, and Gaby Cashman were (ho
foair involved. 1t was too much to ask thai
players can play back-to-back knockout
champlonship games,

Very little separated the sides for the
first 25 minutes of this game and all
throargh it was end-toe-ond work-ratee, The
anly poal of the opening half came from

the stick of impressive Sars youngster

Douglas topple
Sars in a classic

T

Douglas’ Julia White hand paises away from Sarsfields’ Katie Barry

Saoirse Desmond.

Pamela Mackey was outstanding ln de-
ferce, Her blocking, hooking, and stylish
play in addition te her long-distance
points were top class, Beshde her, she had
d.enenT who were willing to put thelr

Emma Eavanmgh, Amy Curtin, and
Seosal Mulrooney were sirong and
tightened down on any advancing Sars
Borwaurd,

Jesslea Kavanagh wias busy as Sars
ilra #t lat of ball In and, as always,
soad up to the task, Within 10 minutes of
the second perliod Desmond, Lucy
Allenand Lucy Kolly had the Y

It was ek and forth undl T ‘s goal
ewnng the pendulim Sars' way. Tacking
on farther polnts with a greater speead of
sogners than Dougtlas, | deoked as if Sars
kel done enoangh. But Katring and Chbco

1 Luﬁnr struck two over before Pamel:
polnted for eotra-time. a
IE v nyvoree’s game. You ootldn't see

Danglas racing indo a fve-polnt gap lneid
the first halll of extra-time but that's -r|.-|=_-ualiI

appened.
ow Mackey evaded {hree defonders,
including Sars goalkeeper Molly Lynch ti

o 4 - 1 iy
A 3 L]

during the $E Systems Cork Senior Cam

-

o T
ogie Champéonship at Casth
Pictare; Eddie I'Han

il "

W : 4
-. . : I-|.
T Fl-.__. f - . 5
and Meabh Mull
Phetura: Eddie 0"Hare

lob & hand pass over thelr eads 1o the net
is anyome’s guesa. A big blow for Dougsls
waz when Kairina mﬂmyummrﬂeﬁnﬁ
the pltch at half-timo in extra-time.
But credit her teammates® tenacity,

How they fought.

mide more changes. Julia White
eame into her owmn in extra-time scoring
three points and despite Hollie Herlihy's
!ilf;l‘ goal on 91 minutes, it was Dotiglas’s
Scomers :
mm.numwwmm; s:ruupu'm “1-5-3
mgﬁwa%wmﬂmm.umw
30,1 A Kodly. 7 O'labarmy (& Musing, O b
DOUGLAS; ) Kmanagh: E :
Huhm::: ."l: sipu ?m *"%ma “:'

5I.u-u ' “:?u. Holard, K Miskay: O

Suba: A 'iaish bor O Canthy [40), J O'Mahonmy for J Lea
{650, E McAndrims i K Wackery (i) 79
BARE: U Lyazh; M Muflen, K Bary, £ Lonarges:
MHD?HGH#U.EM.LH{.CHMQ!
frwin, H Herliny, M Bamy; L Allan, A Muling, 5 Dessen:
Suba: E Momphy tor A Wulers, & Oldahory for C G
M.ﬂmh“m.ﬂhmemﬂan.E
:wu:rﬂum#ﬁ :Hrt:urrh‘:-‘mcl.-m_u
(B8], A Mling os C [ Lot
Aot John Hasgin (Qedfn M el



1 Cork Sealor Camogle

There was plenty of club ac-
tion in Castle Road on Satur-
day and yvesterday, after
which the pairings for the SE
Systems ﬂ:ﬂ;‘r mmm
championship qua 4

were confirmisdl.

All four games will take
piace on the weekend of Sep-
tember 556 at C F

5t Catherine’s, Eire Og, In-
tiigcarra, and St Finbarr's re-
ceived & bye §o the last eight
courtesy of their first-round

SICOPESES.

Inniscarra, beaten finalists
in 2019, will meet Glen Rovers
following the Blackpool's side
epic extra-time battle with
Seandiin. In a highly competi-
tive encounter, the Glen ref-
used to vield, eventually win-
ning cut ona scoreline of 2-18
m‘%&g initially looked to be

init 00 0

in a cemfortable position at
half-time, 1-11 to 1-4 — and
they will have been disap-
pointed to have conceded the
ma.lm{an OWn- 10 minntes

the break, as Susan Kate
Brosnan's i went in off
one of the defenders.

Upon the resumption, they
were reeled n by the division-
al outfit, who apped the ante.
The introduction of Roisin de
Faoite ignited their challenge,
and the ll-forward had the
sliotar in the net within 10
mislz.lall:g‘fl' E"tmm“u'ﬂi

neliin kept rallying a
came within a point and with
flve minutes to go, they drew
level. Captain Denise Luby
edged the Glen to the front
once again and they looked as
if they might holl eut arly for
equallsing paint, 1-14 1o 211 a1
e V1140211 a
the end of normal timse.

Matters got worse for Glen
Rovers when Michelle
Murphy netted at the start of
extra-time, the divisional
team now in the ascendancy,
i tod-15

Glen Rovers needed to dig
deep and they showed great

haracter in seding this

&,

wmmmyﬁmwm
Extra for camogie reports.

Auc

2690

Glen Rovers survive epic

battle with Seandun

I

Sarsfields’ Katie Barry tries to get past Dougl

prevailed in extra-time over the reigning

ing goal at the end of the first  Homan tog was preminent as
Eril:rd of stoppage proving to  was skipper Katelyn Hickey,
: nruui.aﬂ.lj.!’;‘hu fiving l:m'nlcll;‘ :lutﬁt{‘?‘er passed up too m_:iny'
arward bagged a goa artons seoring unities
the 18th minute, while - that cost them in the end.

Luby and Emma Murphy
ghared 10 points between
th

i,
MT]JB E;;lndmi challenge was
-scorers Brosnan,
Mu;?hfaud de Faojte. Latiren

Killeagh booked their place
against 51 Finbarr's thanks to
their 2-14 to 1.9 vietory over
Ballygarvan.

A of 1-11 from Chbos 5i-
gerson helped the east Cork

team on their way. They were
2-10 1o 0-7 up at half-time amd
dpsplie Haﬂyﬁ:mn heing ro-
dueed o 14 players five min-
uies into the second-hall alter
Ellen O'Regan receivid i sec.
omd yellow card, the south-
east reprosentatives still
fought tooth and nadl,
Catrliona Kelly finished
with nine points and Molly

srmmmmuﬁmpmwﬁ; Castle Road, Se1

e Gavin Browm

as’ Julia White in Saturday's Cork Seniar Camogie championship clash at Castle Road. Douglas
champions.

Pichare: Eddie OHare

Kelleher fired a fine individ-
uak goal Mve minutes from
timee.

Shannon Wynne did well
well to stop a Sigerson penally
ton midway through the sec-
ond hall after captain Rachel
Sheshan was founled,

However, with the experi-
enced Laura Treacy and Han-
nah Looney in thelr lineout,

It was a hard-earme .---
them though and while they
only seored four Hmes In the
second-hall <-onco from open

lay - their defending was

. Kelleher's ponl arrived
It im Ehe garme near fll time,

It will e Courcey Rovers
viersus St Catherving's, after
Courceys were too strong for
Iast season’s Intermediate
winners Newcestown, 3-14 (o
&6, Covreey Rovers, who cof-
tested the finnld two years ago,
were on top from the stari.
They selzed the initiative,
striking eight points to Mew-
cestown’s one in the first 20
minutes, Fiona Keating's gpoal
i thee 2151 minute gave thema
1-point sdvaniage.

By halfway, they were 19 (o
(-2 1o the good,

Clara O°Sulllvan grabhod
the Mewcestown's scores, in-
deed O'Sullivan went on to
register all but one of her
team's total. Her brace of
poals in the foarth guarter en-
suring they noever gave. up.
And Orla Dineen proved fo e
a zolld shol-stopper too, deny-
ing Courcey's at least two
mare ponls.

Linda Collins was a con-
zlant ithreat in the full-for-
ward line for Courcey Rovers
and Exllied -4, chipping in
with goals in the S3rd and 413
minutes, while Keating ac-
counted for 1-2 and free-tnker
Jacinta Crowley convertod
five frees,

I]-:nglns quinlified to meety
Eire Og following their extra-
time victory over championsy
Sarsfields on Satorday. Pamoe-
la Mackey's sioppage-time
peimit Dt B sicles b . B-16
o 2-10 — the Sors green Jagsy
from Saocirse Desmond and
Ciara Irwin in either half.

But with Pamela and her
twin sister Katrina in top form
(Katrina hit 1-10), they fin-
ished strong, Katrina's goal
the all-important score in the
first period of exira-time.
Hﬂllﬁ Eerlih}"s ol at the

et r3a was ol
'Emmm. in thelr 1-20 to 3-11 de-
‘Eﬂtu =t o= o



Courceys to be
more ruthless

Courceys advance but they have work to do

~ SENIOR CAMOGIE

COURCEY ROVERS '3-14
NEWCESTOWN  2-6

NOEL HORGAM REPORTS

EUNNERS-UP to Inniscarra
w0 seasons ago, Courcey Rov-
ers booked a place in the last
vight of the 55 Systems county
senfor camogie championship
by wirtue of a decisive win over
hewcestown' at Castle Road
la=t Sunday,

It was a chastening experi-
ence for the Neweestown la-
dies, whose fate looked sealed
at half teme when they trailed
by 1-8 10 0-2, but it vas always
going to be a difficult assign-
ment for the 2019 intermedi-
ate kingping, as was acknowl-
edged by Courceys coach Mark
O Suillivan afterwards,

You have to give Newces-
towm credit, they fought very
hurd; e we felt coming in that
our greater cxpericnee would
count for a bot, and so it did
¥ Sullivan remarked.

He said he wasn't entirely
satisfied with Courceys' dis-
play, suggesting they rested
on their laurels a bit in the st
quarter.

“You need to be ruthless if
¥OU are gng 10 win a county
ak senior level, and, to be hon-
est, | was disappointed with
the way we switched off in the
closing stages today,

"l also felt we could have got
a bir more out of the forwards,
bast our midfield worked hard,
and I thought our six backs
waere excelbent, 5o 1d be ha
cnough with the win,’ conc
ed the Carrigdhoun side’s boss,

It was easy o appreciate
why O°Sullivan was rich in his
priise for the Courcevs rear-
#uard, which hadn’t a weak
link; with Emily O'Regan,
karyn Keohane and Grainne
Hannon comprising an air-
gight full-back ne. Edel Mobo-
ney was another to stand out
on the left wing, as Courceys
prevented Neweestown from
raising a Mag from play before
the brenk,

Whike Newecestown’s difficul-
ty in making headway up front
did much to undermine their
challenge initially, they wer-
et withoast their problems at
the ether end ether, reflect-
ed in the fact that Courceys

went close to finding the net on

three occasions before Fiona
Keating bagged their first goal
in the 215 minwte.

Full-forward Christine
O’ Neill shot_ over the bar with
a golden opportunity early on,
while the sharpmess of Newces-
town goalkeeper Orla Dineen
twice denied Coureeys o major
breakthrough larer,

In bringing off another
brace of heroic saves [n the
second-half, Dineen was un-
questionably a leading Hahe
for the bosers, as was stylish
midfielder Ciara O'Sullivan,
who finighed with 2-5, 1-2 From
play, to her credir.

Rachel Hallahan, Meabh
O"'Donovan, Emma Tarrant,
Mary McSweeney and Evelyn
Crowley also had their mo-
ments for Newcestown, but
the bottom line is Courcevs
held most of the aces, building
up a sizeable lead after their
opening point by impressive
centre-forward Fiona Keating
had been negated by a Ciara
O'Sullivan effort from a free.

They were 1-8 to 0-1 to the
good following Keating's op-
portunist goal, and - after
Jacinta Crowley and Ciara
OSullivan exchanged points
from frees to complete the
first-half scoring - they piled
on the punishment in carnest
on the resumption, primarily
because of the impact made
by Linda Collins after being
switched from the right corner
to full-forward.

With the rampant Collins
chipping in with two goals,
Courceys had moved 3-12 1o
0-4 midway through the see-
ond-hall. At thar stage it was
clear Neweestown = whose
first two podnts from play were
excellent efforts by Grace Ryan
and Ciara O0"Sullivan = were
battling for mere respectabill-
iy, They achieved it to a certain
extent, with a goal from O°Sul-
lrvan, following good work by
Meamhb ¥ Donovan and espe-
clally Colette Desmond, trig-
gering off their best spell,

It vielded two points and a
fortuitous goal from a long.
range free by O'Sullivan, but
unerring free-taker Jacinta
Crowley, who put in a sol-
id shift ar mbdfield, kepr the
scoreboard ticking over for
Courceys witha couple of con-

“You needto beruthless
ifyouare going towina

inthe closing stages’
—Mark O'Sullivan,
Courcey Rovers

verted placed balls, one froma
45, on the run-in,

In the final analysis, this
WAS MEVET @ Lrue conpest as
Courceys were quick 1o stamp
their authority on the proceed-
ings, with the result the writ-
ing was on the wall for Newces-
town virtually from the outset.

Scorers

Courcey Rowers: Linda Coling 2-5;
F Eeating 1-2: ] Crevadey 0-=5 (41,
145) C 0ol F McCanby 0-1
each

Mavsestowm: C OrSulivan -5
(-2 G Byan0-1

Councey Rovers: 5 0 Reily, £

O'Regar, K Keohang, G Haneon

C Haes, & Moloney, Ebalancy:

1 Cremhiry, Elzfod ORefly; Eimear
O Reilly, F Keating, Lorraing Colins:

Linda Collrs, COMeill, S McCarthy.

Subs: E Maguire for Linda Colins
555{ G O'Refly for Lorraing Colins
g7

Neweestown: O Dineen; 44

5 Kelieher, M McSweenay, E
Tarrrant; E Crowdey, C 05 ulivar: M

9 THE HIGHLIGHTS |

D S2ar; Lingda Collins produced a power-pached petormance a2 fill
Farward for Courceys in the Shind quarter, putting paid io Newoestosn's
alreadly remote hopes of getting back inta contention. E

Har Moment: Cofns' wecond goal, which made it 3-12 16 0-4 inthe -
A2nd minute, was 3 superb individunl score after she had pickod up

possesskan e e ight wing.

Talkcing Point: Whike the giap in stancas was signficant, newty -
promated Mmwoesiown should benefit from this experione, and

be a made formidable sidein the seasons ahead

What's ex k7 1'% ain o o quartor- firal mesting with 52 Catherine's for

l E

QUARTER-FINAL DRAW

WE'RE down to the last edght in the SE Systems Cork Camoghe
Senior Champlonship — and hene ane the quarter - final pairings

O Daticnian, G Ryan M Benneally;
OO Mahony, CDesmond, A
O'Sailivan,

Subs: L Jerings for M Crowdey
[38], E Murphy for O'Makany [44),
B Desmond for Ryan (48],
Referes: C Egan (Ghen Rovers),

(games to be played the weekand of September S1h: St i, :

Catherine's v Courcey Rovers, Glen Rovers v inniscarr, 5t Finbarrs

v Killeagh, Douglas v Ere Op.

Courcey Rovers' Edel Molaney

herpassaway despite
pressure from Newcestown's ally. espite



ouf, to take

ter now? 1t's hard for

that becanse as a former

r I'm going to prefer the old days.

i1t 1 think we are missing goalscorers
now, Plavers are stronger now and are
ers who Lynn Dunlea,

shix 1%,
poinits from out the feld,
ay
Irend ﬂ'mﬁaﬂ. Fiona O°Driscoll, and

gre are great scores and scorers,

but I think there's nothing like goals in

d turn on a sixpence and the  agame,

¢ in her shot...] remember In one

T
interdow: Michao! Moynihan

camoghe team, but by the same
token there are players now wha'd walk

onta @ leam in our era.

ponsibility like that. A lot of

players wouldn't do that, which is the

t was an unbelicvable point under
mark of how

wra from aver T
to take

dth

A stand-cut moement? Gemma
O'Connor hit an equaliser for Cork in
riicularly at inter-county level, but

there are parts of the old game that

I'd miss,

When we were playing, we hod jreat
We tratned as hard, though the
training wasz different. Looking at the
likes of Sandy (Fitzgibbon) and Theresao
O'Callaghan). they'd walk onto'a
The modern player is very fit, and
thie level of striking could be better,

madern

the All-Ireland camogie final twoe years

15 camogie
m to ANSWer

nowacdays — it's a part of the game that

we don’t have that to the same extent
I miss.

&0, 1

press

the res

R SC0reErs,
pa
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ou'd ha
tecd an

ha

putting

er Fabu-
aad in where she shouldn’t

hi

kilful players

now. Gemma O"Connor has skill but

she's also got & commanding presenca,

p to Joe Crowley in

ithe Glen and there were a lot of splints

,but she didn't care,
When Julin White

yers word lke that, and
someone who was obsessed with thelr

stbeks would have boon seen as unusaal,

noyal attitude at the time,

1 was very casual when it
ghit 1t°s like she's Moating,

came to looking after them. But that

tpla

1,

= [ admired — in my time play-

ineredible, the power she had
in her shot, even though she was prob-

chased her down the [leld and 1
ahly smaller than me.

hooked her.

God, the vibration from the con-

o pick out, even thoug
layer. In terms of heart,

h

have, Thereze O'Callaghan would get

I'd bring them u
wor, everyihing:

ably using o 36 or 37-inch hurley, and
im k) 04

the weight of it was huge compared to

the hurlovs players nse now.
Sandy Fitzgibbon was anath
Thore are somo Yary &
she's so light on her fect. Jennifer

lons
her

amd repairs and fixing-up done, but in

My
tact was

Playe
and a ing Angela Downey wis SOmenne

I think.

a1

o

knack her ai the time in that sporis context.
o

from  She coul

. You

gotto  have
hetime

West, 1'd hit the ball off the
I every day, for 15-30 minutes

at a time, for a year oF two.

uul:klﬂ

E
hang of

iegchuul wis  was afairly ge

excliement, the buge in t

EIIJF early on, to be
first yoar there 1
gh with It fora
hool, ke a lot of
ed for a while,

ut every day toa

wenf to a couple of tralning sessions but
won the All-Ire-  retros

oo yvears inbo it 1

bt whet 1
got to grips with the game,

i first year
r it elicked. 1 just got the

¥

the touch and the battered in games

wrists, even though you wouldn't really

the firs

Bt it b to stamd 0 v,

1 thack
ke tiear where we lived at t
ust hitting the ball over and over
1 was too casual with my hurleys,
really. Looking back at the size of them,

1 sabd to myself, “I've got 1o be part of
lor, in  this,"” 201 wen

L1l

ust lost interest in the game.
But then the schoal
I waz still casual enou
while, but after I left sc
people I was unemplo

1 was useless for

half ar 30, to be honest,

third

o that built up

even — I'm 5'4%", 5' 5", but I was prob-  O'Leary was another great player.

start until 1 was almost 13, when [ went
10 5t Patrick's for secondary school, and

fantastic, and it really made an
raalise it at the Hme. Thore were no

impredsion on me.

land final the following March, The

even then [ gave it
honest. When [ start

of it and It spiralled vory
there: when 1 got the
could say 18 months,

ani I pammem ber going o

car
in

gable
drills, §
and over,

1]

did break one of my thumbs

twhce in my career but it"s

wias
all the
when |1
Glen,
bad wallop when 1 was
d the
and
all sorts of procedures over the years, |

hile you're

thro

ding about
rions injury. 1

lit around the

time, but that stopped, real

started to play

diin’t pick up
50

playin
st Killeagh, down in
vail wouldn't really

Killeagh. Helmets weren't compulsory

laying junior with

paing in Hhe winter:

there's noe sign of arthritis yet anyway.

and eventually 1 got an

aepnior with the
implant abowtn 10 ¥ears ago.

ches in my moitth an
getting sp

¥ hands are pretty good. T
went dead, Betwesn veneers

Izcky in terms of injuries

me — [ never wore one in my
and I got a hurley across the

mouth during the game,
bout the only

was always

-
B
. =
=0
.gu
o
i
=5
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g%
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17 stht
I termsof making o break

was very late starting to play. T didn't

Which isn’t tosay [
Injuries, When 1 was

I did get one
about 16. 1 was
Brian Dillons

I

That's &

toot

‘What camogie is missing now is goalscorers’

held up pretty well so far, 1t doesn’t give
take any notice of these w

playing.

probably ended up spen

ma Any aches and
particular, I seemed to gef
at that tf

£16,000 on i,

head in games, but

CANGRT —

Orta Cronin

displays the new face shield helmets with some of the Val-

ley's underage players; Cronin is a key player for her side this weekend.

Four intermediate
quarter-final games
dominate fixture list

FOUR SE Systems Intermecd-
ate Championship quarter-
finals dominate Sunday’'s fix-
ture schedules where Castle
Road will host three games,
wiih the fourth going ahend in
Brinny.

The first game of the triple
header gets underway at ].fqi!n
In Castle Road with Fr
O'Neill’s taking on Kilbrit-
tain/Timoleagu.

This is followed at 3pm
when Enniskeane mect Black-
rock and at Bpm iz Brian Dil-
ibons versus Ballvhea, alzo ai
6pm in Brinny, Carrigaline
jtake on Agih:lhuﬂ.uﬂm.

Fr O'Nelll’s had an opening

round win over Ma Plarsaigh
0-16 to 1-6 and fhey take on a
yRilbrittain/ Timoleague side
that last out in round one to
(Carrigaling 1-11 to 19 but got
ithemselves back into conten-
tion with a losers round vic-
tory aver Ma Plarsaigh whers
they cdged it in a tight 1-8 to
1-6 contest.

Fr O'Meill's will have been
pleased with their tally of 16
paints in their opening game
and they're going well this
year, they have excellent
players in Clare O°Brien, Kite
Harrington, Keelagh Cullin-
ane, Clodzgh Finn and Clara
O'Doherty and they will pro-
vide a strong apposition to Kil-
brittalnTimoleague.

Having lost out narrowly to
Carrigaline, Kilbeittain' Ti-
moleague got the show back
on the road as they dug deep
against the challenge posed by
Ma Piarsalgh. They worked
hard and came out on tha
right side of a tough contest.

Last vear's runners up En-
niskeane are ong of the Fa.
vouriies to i the title.

They lost out in last year's
decider to Newcestown and
they are determined 1o go one
better this year. For several
years they have betn Bnock-
ing on the deor and they
waonuld dearly love to take the
naext step and go all the way,

Their mesting with Black-
rock shoubd be a thrilling con-
feat a5 without doabt it pairs
two of the strongest con-
tenders for the title,

Ennizskeane totally doemi-
jnated in their opaning round
clash with Ballyhen with Cork
'wnlur star Orla Cronin in
superh form, she s their stand
aul plaver but it is by no
TS & Oaee woman shaw,

) Datre O°Brien, Lowisa Dug-
gan and Daniells Carroll are
!lm“d defenders and up front
Cronin i= joined by the jm-
Ive Tara Sheshan, Siob-

an 0'Driscall and Sinead

CAMOGIE
& Mary Newman

Hurlay.

Blackrock also came
thratigh with a compreten.
sive first round viclory over
Valley Rovers, Kaitlin Hickey,
Hayley Kyvan, Roisin De
Faoite, Grace Mulgueen, Calt
Kelleher and Michelle
Murphy are amongst the
players on a strong Blackrock
skle who are also determined
to o all the way this year.

They were dizsappointed not
io reach the decider last year
but with all their playvers
available this season they are
in with a right chance of lfting
thae title.

Birlan Dillons had o point to
spare over Clonakilty in a 1-3
to 2-3 opening round game,
Ballyhea lost out heavily to
Enniskeane bul regrouped
and got over the challenge of
Watergrashill 2-8 to 1-6

BRallyhea having won the
Junior A champlonship last
season will be happy to be in
the guarter-finals and they
wikl be determined to go one
stip further and make it to the
lazt four.

Foisin Killeen, Rachel
Harty. Laura Dillon and Kate
Kilcommins will lead their
quest for a place in the last
four but Brian Dillons will
ook to Miamh O°Leary, Susan
Kate Brosnan, Sincad Mills
aned Emma Sharpe and to lead
tha way as they bid to get one
over o Ballyhen.

Brinny 1s the venue at Gpm
as Aghabullogue and Carrigs-
line go headd to e,

Aghabullogue looked fm-
pressive-as they overcanme
Watergrashill, cork senior
Cliona Healy was Go the fore in
that cuting ably supported by
Aoife Twomey, Clara
MeCarthy, Julis Tarcant and
Rsbarm Martin.

They are a woll-balanced
gide but no doubt they wilil
mizel sipong resistance from &
Carrigaline side, who had a
gl spresd of scorers in their
clash with Kilbrittain/Timo-
lesngur,

Rachel O°Shea, Eoe O Her-
lihy, Emma Cooney, Mollie
Barrett, Kayleigh O°Connor,
Rachel 0'Regan and Emma
Cooney ars well capable of
finding the range and -
bullogue will need Lo closs
them down.

"Equally so Corrigaline will
noed to kesp a tight rein an
Cliona Healy as she has
proved in the past just what




Newcestown's Meak
Emily 0'Regan last weekend.

Championship action
continues at all levels
from U14 upwards

CHAMPIONEHIP pames at all
levels are still boing decided as
we look back on a fow results
from the U14 Premier Cham.

pr?shi%
ire Og and Newcestown
batthed it ouf, before the Ovens
beam kept their winning se-
quenc: going.

Sarsficlds also madintained
their good form, with a tough
battle in Inniscarra, which
they won,

Donglas are going well in
the premier cha mTlunshkp.
They recorded thelr second
Broup win away to Ballinors.

In the D14 A, round-twa
Eames, Ballinhassig beat
Tracton, Valley Rovers made
it two ont'of two with a homo
victory over Aghabullogue,
and Sarsfields" second team
beat Killeagh,

Torrential rain failed ta
dampen the spirits of Glon
Rovers and 5t Finbare's af the
:}Iun Fitld on Monday even-

AR

A point separated the sides
at the break, as the home side
led, but a second-half rally
saw the Glon Rovers girls
nake it back-to- wins,

Ballincollig bounced hack
after losing their opening-
round game to 5t Finbarr's.
They got off the mark with a
win over Blackrock. Blarney
got thelr campaign off the
mark with a win over Car.
rigtwaohill.

In the U4 C Champlonship,
5t Vincent's hosted Formoy

W,

Two U6 champlonship re-
sults were first-round games:
A wincfor Fr O'Meill's over
Killeagh, and a win for 5t Fa.
nahan's ever Kilwartly

Uls championship reswmas
with a full schedule of pames
in the week ahead, ns elubs go
kit rowmsd twa.

It's down to the quartor-fin.
ails in the SE Systoms Junior A
Championship. Last night,
Mallow and Mewtownshan-
drum will have battbed jt o,
aftor Mewtownshandrum had
twp goals to spare aver Sliabh
]imltjln their game last woe.

]

Today, Castle Road hosts
three gitnrier-finad clashes,
and first Into action are Teae
ton and 5t Vincent's, for a
12pm throw-in,

In their opeping pame, S
Vincent's huwd a 49 to.2-11 win
awet Slinbh Kua, whils Trac.
*om defeated Banteor i-13 bo 1.

Vincent's will go into this
favourites. With Amy
Micole Croan, and

b O'Donovan In act

iom against Courcey Rovery'
Picture: Gavin Browne

= =
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l&.l;;;reg Hun;:n in their i:lﬂ-:r.
shoubd be too strong for a
Tracton side that will look to
Mary McGuinness, Orlagh

Dem «hennifer Lynch, and
Emma Good ta hit form as
they bid for a semi-final spat.

At 3pm. Bantesr and n-
ascarthy take contre stageand
Ballinascarthy look to be the
better-balanced. They have
superb plavers in Careline 5.
grue, Aoife Nyhan, Dullea,
Moira Barrett, and Clara
Crowley.

They had to fight hard to
overcome Ballinhassig in
their opening game, but thay
Tashiomned out a two-point win
to make if through.

Eanteor lost to Mallow, b
they overcame Watergrasshill
to Eeep thelr hopes alive Tt
will be another big ask of
them, but they always show
huge fighting spirit and, no
doubt, this will be evidont as

WE are at the quarter-final stage of the SE
Systems Senior Camopie anship
andd if kast weekend's games are an indi-
catar of what's to come between the sight
still standing, then we're in for a treat,

T mos went fo oxtra-fime — Doug-
,Eg?é.m' Sarsfields and Glen Rovers and

they take on o strong Ballinas. ndin.

carthy side, Douglas and Sars served up 4-31 bes
The clash between last | tween ﬁwm with just eight paints coming

years runners-up, Charlevil- | from placed balls

I, and junior B champions of
2009, Ballinorn, should he
close entounter.

Both sides have quality
players. Charleville eaptain,
Fiona Melligan, is a joy to
watch, A great player In pos-
sasEion, she will be hard to
slop.

Eathleen Dore, Laura
Doyle, Kate Liddy. Molly
Jac n, and Teresn Dore app
others who continue to im-
press for a Charleville side
that overcame Sarsfields in
Th:lr."i'r first-round clash, 5-15 to
-

Ballinora blazed a teail af
glory in 2019, taking the junior
B league and champlonghip
titles and they will be hoping
to bulld on this in 200,

They continue t& work hard
and have excellent young
players in Jennifer Murphy,
Hate Dooloy, Cliona Doaley,
arnd Sioblinn O'Regan, whi lod
the way for them last season.
With an oponing.round vie.
BoEy owor Newfownshandem
ta their credit, they will go
into this evening's clash condi-
dent they can make it to the
seni-final £tages.

In'minor A, two loser-round
ﬁwm Loy boer clocleliid, A glan-

meet 51 Finbarr's nnd Ball-
norn - will meet Newcestown,

Wo will have a full round-ugp
of minor championship ro.
sults next wonlk,

Glen and Seandin hit 531 with 5.24
coming from play. Mow that's what we
want to seo. .

Katrina Mackey Is okay after being car-
ried ofT at half-time of extra-time so that's
pood news for Donglas and Cork, who
begin their campaign away to Offaly on
Cctober 17/15.

Wi had the issue again of dual fixture
clashes with Sars and Glanmire ladles
foothallers both schiduled for [ast Satur-
slay and on Sunday Cotircey Rovers had to
withalraw from a junior B football cham-
monship game a5 it clazshed with their ca-
mghe champlonship game with Mewees-
towm

I fully appreciato the Axiire schedule
ihat bath boarnis have,

There is a club deadline before tntar-
county starts mpain and the pressure is on
o get each championship completed.

n fairness to the camogie board T know
they always, where possible, agres to a re-
schadule. I'm sure the feothall board do
likewlse,

The problem §3 that when fixtures are
set, ifthere ks o clash it's beft up toall clubs
to-agree to a change and if they don't
there's very litebe the board camn do,

It's made all ﬂt;hnmm Llit'l‘ilculf ;.rhen
you have girls p R cammegie with one
¢lub and that paned play with a number of
dliffzrent foothall clubs,

Huw do you manage that?

I'd Imagine that all Sars dual players
play with Glanmire so that should be ea-
BiET t0 manage. Likewise, with Courcovs,
bath codes undor the one club.

Wo need to do something. If we keep a
deddicated club and Inter-county season
like we have this year, that's a big problam

$tVincent’s dub members, Biake Murphy, Cork ) 205,
ﬁrum,mihimﬂﬂnﬂswmlm

High-scoring
games point to
a camogie treat

F i

Linda
Mellerick

solved,
A suggestion may be that we rotate ca-
ﬁsnﬂu and ladfes fostball on a bi-weekly

Dhiring the two-week period that camo-
gle (or foothall) i= plaved vou play vour

underage games during the and sen-
o at the weekend.

Your have a crossover of players be-
twesn minor and senkor o you play minor
on Wedhesday nights at 8 home and away
Ve

We'can have a crossover with Uis Ui

and senlor players and that will prove a

bit of managing, but the schednle won't be
any more ¢ for those players than it
18 ioslay.

Theonly difference is that they can con-
cenirate on one sport for that two-week
Erim!. Our championship window may

ve Lo extend, but if the inter-county sea-
son {5 pulled in or pushed out, we may
have that available to e,

1t's food for thoight as no one wints
this situation, neither the players, man-
agements, county or national boards.

Glen Rovers and Seandin served upa
thriller,

Seandiin lost their opportunity in nor-
el Heae, The Glen fully deserved to win
in extra-time.

Seandin were served a late curvebal]
when the 5t Vincent's players, except
Lauren Homan, withdrew from the panel.

With their elub playing funior A chan-
ponship this weekend, the players WL
advisad that if they played with the divi-
shenal side they woulin't be sebected for
the club’s pame against Tracton.

This was wrong. At the start of 5 seaszan
A potential divisional management feam
seck out plavers to detérmine thelr intor-

mﬂhm_hyﬂ’tmmMmhmummHﬂmmMM-

Picture: Mike English.

mmprmuung thekr division at senjor

They do this to give those players an op-
portunity to play sendor camogie and they
are io be admired for giving of their time
to do that.

If players or players’ clubs at the outset
decido they dont want to play, that their
focus for the year is club only, that's tot.
ally fine. v mo lssne with that,

But if you make yourself available as &
gjmwr and your clab doesn't have that

iu.-_-u:l:m: with you, then you both com.
mit.

Based on the interest that's there in
danuary a divizional side is sither formsd
Fr not. In this case Seandin kad strong in-
Erpst,

They had an opening round victory
over Imokilly, they looked a promising
side. I've no doubt that the late withdra-
witl last week had an effect on Seandin's
first-half display.

How must the other girls have falt?

The withdrawal gave the vibe to their
team-mates that Seandiin’s involvement
in the senior championship fs only a token
Besture, a take itor leave it friendly’ pame
you might play after work on a Friday
@

What if every club did this? Whore
waukd that leave all divisional sides?

Fulling out of championships that's
where, getting fined and leaving the
champdonship fxtures in dizarray,

Fm also against this culture we have in
recent years of giving plavers uktima-
tums, 1 find that you don't win in those
SCEnAarios,

AS 8 mManager you might win one iy
bt you'll Jose out the next, Tt's uliimataly
the player that loses out, she has the huu.J-
ache and the worry when all she WaAnES fo
o is play. J

11 was St Vincent's last weskend, but on

another day it conld be any other clib andg!

it noeds to stop. | admire Lauren Howman
for playing,

She mny suffep the consequonces this
weekemd, but so will St Vineent's if they!

lose narrowly to Tracton and 8 sitting
on the bench, i |



Enniskeane’s Kate Corcoran §

INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE

ENNISKEANE 1-18
BLACKROCK 2-13
BY SANDRA CORCORAN

IN 2016 Ballineen's most fa-
Mmous SpOrtsperson, sprinter
Phil Healy, shot 1o international
fame when she came from the
“depths of hell' to win a relay
race for UCC. Now, four years

Bal blitz Banteer in stunning (_-:_-concl halt

Enniskeane

rise from the

later Enniskeane’s camogic
team produced a comeback
story of their own to qualify for
the semi-finals of the county
intermediate championship.

At one stage of their quar-
ter-final against Blackrock at
Castle Road tast Sundsy, Enni-
skeane trailed by 13 poinis, but
they never panicked and slowly
chipped away at the lead.

It had started so well for En-

JUNIOR A CAMOGIE

BALLINASCARTHY 1-13

BANTEER P
DESPITE wwo late goals from
Banteer that set up an excit-
ing finish, Ballinascarthy were
good value for their county
junior A quarter-final win at
Castle Road on Saturday af-
TErnoon.

A stunning Bal blitz in the
the second half sow them come
from behind at the break to
surge ahead, and they are now
through to the kast four where
they will play esther Tracton or
5t Yincent's,

Having played against the
wind in the opening half Bal
trailed 0-6 to (-4 at the break.
Muoira Barrett (2), Clara Crow-
ley (free) and Michelle Dullea
all scored for the Carbery side,
while Banter finished the half
‘with fiour points ina row.

The second half, howey-
er, belonged to Bal. With
the wind at their back, they
worked hard, pushed on and
took over, Scores from Clara
Crowley (three placed balls)
and Anna Flynn, who finished
after an Ashling Hurchings
pass, pushied Bal ahead before
Michelle Dullea hit a bullet of
a shot to the back of the Ban-
Teer met.

Bal's scoring spree contin-
wed with Anna Flynn finishing
off a Clare Kingston free for a
fine point, Moira Barrett firing
over another point and again
Clara Crowley converting a free
just before the second water
break. Bal now led 1-11 to O-6
and they kept their foot on the
pedal with further scores from
Annie Condon and Anna Flynn.

Banteer tried to break down
the Bal defence several times
but Kaela O'Driscoll, Lisa He-

niskeane with two points from
Cork senior Orla Cronin and
one from Eimear ('Brien. But
then the wheels came off the
wagon when Roisin de Faoite
availed of a mix up in the En-
niskeane defence to goal and
put Blackrock ahead, a lead
they would hold antil the 56th
minute.

Persistent fouling from Enn-
iskeane gave Hayley Ryan four
pointed frees with Ann O'Far-
redl (3) and Katelyn Hickey (1)
also on target. Al one stage of
the half, Blackrack led 2-10 to

garty, Anna Cullinane and the
Kingston sisters, Clare and
Maeve, didn't let them through.

ook semi-final pt

il o

n'epic

(-3 after Byan added their sec-
ond goal, Before half time, four
frees from the influential Orla
Cronin settled Ennizkeane who
radled 2-10 to -7 at half time.
The second hall was a com-
pletely different match with
Enniskeane cutting into the
Blackrock lead. Orla Cronin,
Lauira Mannix, Orla Coughlan,
Sinead Hurley, Danielle Car-
roll and Tara Shechan were all
on target before Blackreck re-
sponded with points from Roi-
sin de Faoite, Katelyn Hickey
and Hayley Ryan between the

Banteer were awarded a
penalty that was sent over the

43rd aivd 45th manutes, These
were Blackrock's lnst scores.

At the second water break
Enniskeane were trailing by
seven points, 2-13 wo0-12. Sqill,
they kept chipping away at the
lead amd they grabbed the goal
they needed when Sinead Hur-
ley’s mishit shot deceived the
Blackrock goalkeeper and fin-
ished in the net, Remarkably,
Enniskeane were now abead for
the second time in the match.
The final point of the day went
to the outstanding Cria Cronin
whose work-rate over the howr
wias tremendous,

This quarter-final was
heart-stopping and totally
unpredictable. When Black-
rock. went up 13 points there
seemed to be no way back for
Enniskeane, however with ex-
emplary performances from
Louise Duggan, Siobhan ODri-
scoll, Kellie Scannell, Aisling
O Driscoll, Laura Mannix
and Orla Cronin, whose
experience led Enn- |
iskeane through very
deep waters, they found ¥
a way back into the con- 3
Lest,

Enniskeane had
to dig deep here
and their re-
ward is a
semi-final
against
Fr O°Neills
on Seplem-
ber 12th
while Agh-
abullogue
will meet
Ballyhea in |
the other —

siemi-final. @
S .
Enrmniskeani: 0

Cromin §=10 (&1, 1 \
45k SHwley 1-10
Coughlan, L Mannix

0-2 each T Shechan, D

-

minutes left Bal led 1-13 to0-7.
However, Banteer finished

bar for a point and with five  with a flurry to hir two late

Carrol EOBrlenO-leath ~, |
Blackrock: H Ryan 1-6 {51,0-1pen:
R dhie Foolte =1 A O'FarreliD=3: K
Hickey 0-2C Kefieher 0-1
Enniskeane: Kate Corcosan, Loasse
Dusggan, Cedne Myhan, Kello
Scannell Emima DDriscoll, Darisie
Carroll, Aisling O'Driscol, Tara
Shechan, Laura kannb:, Eimear
O'Brien, Siebhan ODriscol, Orls
Croenin, Dedndee Bresuniz, Sinead
Huzley, Orta Coughitan, Castin

O Donovan x
Blackrock: Cladagh Coughilan,

Tia Mckiahon, Coarol Ryan, Kale
OBrien, Alme Murry, Anna Lucey.
Leah McKeoph, Katehm Hickay,
Michelie Murphy, Kate Lencshan,
Cant Kolicher, Ao OFFarmell, Roisin
D Faale, Sadhbi McCartiry,

Hayley Ryan, LiaGueerin, Emma
MacCorthy,

goals but not cnough to stop
Bal deservedly advancing to
the kast four in the county.
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Exciting

weekendinthe

offing as sides square
up for quarter-finals

WE have foar moasth-watering
clnaties (o book forvand to this
wrekend i the SE Syatems
Senior Championshi
quarter-final round in Cas
Hoai,

First up tomorrew s the
clash of 5t Catherine's and
Courcey Rovers, 1L has bien
{five weeks since 51 Cather-
inr's hinve been in competitive
action, having defeataed Bal-
lygarvan in the opening pound
amd receiving a bye in roand
four, taking them to the
iguarier-final. Courceys, on
the other hand, have two
ignmes behind them with an
epening win over Cloughduy
and an agdditional win against
Noweestown, two weeks ago.
i Bovers may have enjoyed a
3-14 10 2.8 winning marngin, bit
Mewcestown are a dogged out-
it amd that ganie will stand 1o
the quarberdinalists. They are
an-in-form skbe with talent in
overy area, andd a forward Line
many would envy. 5t Cather-
ine’s are an expericnced side
with many leng-establisled
Names.

Finola Meville will bring a
hard-working hour to the
pitch and alongside Carolyn
Motherway, Rachel O'Callag-
han, Laura Hayes, Evelyvn
Fonayme, amd the stylish Aoife
Hurley, St Catherine’s will
match Courcey Rover's talent,
Rovers do seem to have more
peientinl scorers up front, and
Cathering’s will have their
honds full showld they fire on
all cylimtors.

Killeagh and 5t Finbarr's
are the second Saturday
game. Killeagh have sirong
hopes of going all the way this
vear and boast thiree senior
inter-county stars in Hannah
Looney, Laura Treacy, and

hloe Bfperson. Add in Miamh
OReeffe and Clara Daly,
among others, amd they havea
sibe to compete for the ticle.

Killeagh have amassed 3-37
from two games with 1-19
coming firom frees, and giving
away frecs (o the accurate 5t
gerson i8 something 5t Fin-
barr's will need to wabeh. Lin-
mg out at full-forward Kill-
ﬂﬂih are pinning - a lot on

hioe being the answer to
ithieir lnck of scoring b 2019,

The Barrs are another side
i recelvie & e do the quarter-
final. Thelr lasi outing was

against Douglas In early Au.

gust. They looked in eonirol
jduring the opening half before
o tightly fought secand half.
Kilbengh have a strong defence
and it 1= difficuli 1o sre how
the Barrs, who rely on Keowvn
McoCarthy, will penetrate (1.

CAMOGIE
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Attacking and scorlngs hall-
backs and midfielders will be
important for beth sides. Kill-
caph have that, partheulardy in
L.ooney and Treacy. Tho Barrs
of course have it In Gemma
O'Connor, Meabl Cahalane,
and Linda O Conmell.

The county Analisis of 2017
mveed again when Glen Rovers
and Innizcarra throw-in at
1pim on Sunday.

Glen Rovers are a much
more balanced and fired up
outfit this seazon, and have
twe big scalps bahind thom
after impressive wins over
Sar=fields and Seandin.

amees, a5 well as the
manner-in which they had io
dig deep, particularly in extra
time against Seandiin, showed
them just how good they arve,
audl they should carry ihat be-
Hef fhfo a toligh battle against
Inniscarra. Inniscarra of
conrse have the talented
Joanne Casey and Aoife Kav-
anagh back, but that has been
mnmmm by the loss
of Hiamhb ¥ who hasa
criciate injury for the thind
L.

What an awlul disappoint-
ingz blow that 15 to Niamh per-
sonally and to Innkecarra, But
this game should nevertheless
& & cracker.

The Glen are pro n:; %in
tha in this champlons
way. They have had rm TASY
roumds and are standing tall.

‘They gave Innlscarra a two-
goal start in the u:luunjn.u Ehut'
minuies thres years
fatled to pet out -ucl‘ll-u: him:]-:;
carly. They lost that final by
thase tvo goals. How has eac
feam improved since then?

Time will tedl.

Last up is Douglas-Eire Op
What a transformation in
Douglas sinee their opening-
round defeat. That in itself
must add o huge impetns to
thedr training.

Addin the fact that they had
o nmng wing over Ballin-
collig amdl Sarsfieldes and they
vellll g in s fvvourites against
Eire Og who had an impres-
sive win over Milford in roand
ond bt haove not seen cham-
monship action since.

Theyd have liked more,

FIXTURES, aif Caaile Rosd
52 Cathediha’s + Courcey Rovorms,
Zpmg
Hateaigh v 53 Finkarn s, Gpm
M‘I‘

Glen Aoraers v lnniscssn, 1o B Og v
Diziaplas: Gpen

Star forward: Linda Collirs.

Forwards
can fire

Courceys
into semi

COURCEY Hovers will look 1o
build on their recent win over
Mewcestown when they take on
StCatherime's Inaquarver-final
of the county senbor camogie
championship this Saturday,
Sth. in Castle Road at 2pm.

Courceys beat the Carbery
club by 3-14 1o 2-6 in the last
round to follow on from their
3-15 to 0-9 Round 1 win againsi
Cloughdwy, 50 they're gathering
a bit of momventue at the rght
tiFne,

That snid, Courcevs coach
Mark O'5ullivan, speaking
in the aftermath of the win
against Mewcestown, demand-
ed more from the South East
side who contested the 2018
county final,

“You need to be ruthless if
you are going to win a county
At senbor level, and, to be hon-
es1, | was disappointed with
the way we switched ofl I the
closing stages. | also felt we
coubd have ot a bit more out of
the forwards, but our midfickd
worked hard, and 1 thoughe
our six backs were excellent,
5o I'd be happy enough with the
win, O'5ullivan said, as he fel
Courceys took their foot off the
pedal to leave Neweestown in
for twao goals,

5t Catherines, who beat Bal-
Irgarvan in the opening round,
will be wary of the talented
Courceys aftack, In their wins
against Cloughdun and Newees-
o thiey hit a combined &29
with rising star Fiona Keating
(who scored 5-0 for the West
Cork senior footballers in a
county semi-final last weckend)
hitting 3-7, Cork forwaird Linda
Colling has scored 2.7, Jacinta
Crowley has racked up 0-10 and
Sabirse MoCarthy has 1-2. De-
fensheety, Courceys are a strong
unit and are hard to break down
with Karyn Kcohane, Ciara
Hayes, Ashling Moloney and
Edel Moloney key fgures. The
signs point to a Courceys win
but anly if they produce a more
consistent performance.

The other three senior camo-
gie quarter-finals this weekend
arc as follows - Samrday, Sth,
Killeagh v 5t Finbarr's at Castle
Road {5pm); Sunday, 6th, Glen
Rovers v Inniscarra at Casgle
Road (1pm}; Eire Og v Douglas
at Casile Road [Spm). i
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and Blackrock.

First-half

Picture: Cork Camegie Twitter.

goals set

Fr O'Neill's on their
way to semi-finals

FR CYMeill's, Enniskeane, ﬁ.ﬁ
habullogue and Ballyhea ad-
vanced to the last four of tho
SE Bystems Intermediate
-:l‘ummp&u-nﬂd ak the weekemnd.

Aghabullogue Iﬁm“}g “g
an
Fr O'Melll's v Enniskeano,
The gnme in Castle

Road saw Fr 'Hedll'u lay the
foundation for success with
three first-half goals, Clara
O'Doherty, Kate Harcingion,
and Deirdre Corcoran hitting
ke all-impertant scores after
B8 e st o sarty

| 1 Lo early
points.

Eight minutes in with the
gides levvel Katbe Harringten
fived a bow shot to the net and,
contnuing to hold the opper
hand, they added points with
Eeolagh Cullinane and Clod-
agh Finn finding the range.

Doherty added O°Nelll's
second goal, grabbing a long
range free on the edge of the
sguare and finishing well 1o
rhu net. ﬁnmwbbcd &

for s 3-5

1¢Mh1'tan'al'[uﬂ
On the turnover O"Neill's
maintained thelr momentam
and held the advantage as
they ran out winners on a 4-7
o (-6 scoreline with Finn hit-

the half,
WMEEMDM soecond hall
fight-back from Ennfskeane
Saw them claw back a 10- paint
half-time deficit o defeat
Blackrock by two points 1-18
o 2-15 and book their place.
Blackrock dominated the
opening half and led 3-1000 0-8
& ¥
helped them bulld up a 2.7 to
0-3 lead inside the opening
mmmnm“ = di-
noe a
With Evan, Mmﬁﬂ'i‘am
and Eaitlin Hickey pointing.
they staved in control as
Enniskeane had Orla Cronin
on target with five peints
while Eimear 0'Brien and
Orta Conghlan added one a-

Enniskeane, with the aid of
the stight wind for the second
half, were fast off the mark
and they hit four points in &
rivw before de Faoite and Kait-
Hn Hickey had one each for
the Rockies. Enniskeane
miever kot their head drop and
continued to grow inoconfl-
denge. Thay had Danjelle Car-
roll andd Laura Mannix on tar-
M Ints ns they cuf the

aml i1 was 2-13 1o
(=12 2t the socond water break

CAMOGIE
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with 12 mimates remaining.

With Conghlan, Sinend Hir-
ley, and Cronin superh they
continue to drive forward at
every oppertunity with
Coughlan worki

ng ’-ﬂ'ﬂs
fast ball to their inside line
whare Sinead Hurloy, Tara
Sheehan, and Elmear O Brien
ware troubling the Blackrock
dofence,

Five points without reply
saw them clise the gapio two
with five minutes remaining.
O Brion won a good ball, foand
Hurley whio left hersell with a
tight angle and attempted a
podnt, bat she shot aned
nesthed in the corner of the net
to giviz Enniskeane the loacd for
the first tirme since the third
minute.

How Blackrock needed o
respond, bul they failed to
breach the sfrong Enniskeane
defance who stood firm, Cro-
nin extended the lead with a

nin;das tﬂﬂniihﬂhl nh:1 fas-

AR UL A SUperhb vielory,

An early Sinead Mills goal
gave Brian Dillon's & 1-3 t-n -3
advantage over Ballyhea
they stretched IE w]l.h pniuu
from Emma Sharpe and Shau
na Cronin before En!l:rhm
strock to lead 1-6 to 0-5 at the
water break.

Mills and Cacimhe Rodgers
cut the lead, but Ballvhea re-
sponded with a Jane Foley
goal and a Ciara Harty point
and held a 2-8 to 1-7 half-time
leacl.

Brian Dillon's, with a Susan
Kate Brognan goal, narrowed
the gap on the restart and Jed
310 to 2-11 thanks to paints
from Emma Sharpe and S{-
ncad Mills.

Finishing stronger, Bally-
hea with a Harty goal and
points from Rachel Killeen
ran o401 3-15 to 3-11 winners,

Aghabullogue had excellent
Elml'#t‘m ances from Cliona

ly, Emma Flanagan, Ciara
MeCarthy, Julie Tarrant, and
Joanne Crowley as they safiely
negotiated the challenge
g:ﬁad by Carrigaline in Brin-

Leading at ihe interval 2810
(-3 they were well in control
through the second halfl des-

ite the efforis of Clara

"Leary, Ellen Twomey, Ha-
chel O'5hea and Rachel
O'Hegan who battled to the
finish for Carcigaline burt it
wos Aghabu e who ran
ot 4-15 o 146 BT,

Murray: Camogie matches need top-class venues

CORK boss Paudie Murray has called on the
Camogie Association to ensure All-Ireland Cham-
plonship games are staged al lop-grade ventes,

The Covid-19 pandemibe has resulted in this year's
competition opening in mid-October and winding up
with the All-ITreland final on December 12

“Obviously the weather and the conditlon of the
pltches for the matches won't be as pood as in the
summer, &0 IS very Important that they are fixed
for venues with good quality pitches and excallent
fachiltles.

If that dopsn’t prove 1o be the case, then a lod of tle
matches in ihe championship conld turn out to he
dire affpirs with vory llﬂrﬁhy of m decent qualliy. 1
think it would be a good kdea i prounds with flood-

fncilithes wore-chosen,” he sald.
n the Bebels® open suting, Murray's charges face
an away clagh against Offaly on the weekend of
Ootober 17416, and they host Wexlond on October 314

 Paddy Hickey

Movernber 1, before conchyding thelr compaign away
to-All-Ireland champions Galway on Movember 778,

“Offaly play most of thelr gunes al Birr, and that's
an excoptional venue, and 1 sappose the 1ikes of
Pearse Sdadhum ar Ballinaskoe woild be very acoapt-
Abde for our game against Gabway.

“With to our home game against Wexford,
we would be very happy with either Philre Ui
Chaoimh or Paire Ui Rinn, and I.'I'I-lhl!pu‘t the County
Bajrd havet been very tons ™

Cork won the All-Ireland tithe fn 2017 and 2008 bt
were beaten by Galbway in last year’s semi-final,

“This year, in the two league games that we played
against Waterford and Ellkenny, both of which
wie win, wo brought in a lof of new plavers with

E"]redm'nme age of the team being only about 22,7 he

“So we will be probably be using a lot of inexperi-
enced players in this year's champlonship.

“ Az well or goalkeeper Aolie Murmay Ehis sister]
has retired, there’s a question mark over whother
Gemma O'Connor will be with us, and Orla Cotter
will be hardly be invalved as ghe's mow living in Mew

York,
“And we also be without Niamh McCarthy this

gar.
y =It's also not in our favour that the County Baard
have put their main pricrity an the connily club
championship this vear, with the resuit that this
won't be finished until the end of September,

: “8n “ium:ln;l hawnmfﬁtuhn alntt shx tradn-

ng sesslons before wo play our openi
Hﬂlnﬁlﬂlﬂh‘, buit war've Just got bo geton "ﬂ.‘ﬁ
Ol best,”



Courcey Rovers’ Ashling Moloney and Newcestown's Collette Desmond

and Aoife 0'Sallivan in action recently.

Picture: Gavin Browne

Three of the four junior
camogie semi-finalists

are now in

THREE of the four SE Systems
Junior A ch nmmnmhzg
guarter-finals were decid
with Mewtownshandrum, Bal-
linascarthy amd Ballinora ad-
vancing to the semi-finals,

The game betwoen Traclon
and 5t Vincent's failed to yield
a result-after an injury to 5
Vincent's player Amy O'Con-
nor saw the game held up and
not regtarted as the player
awalted an ambulance fo ar-

wrive. Thiz happened in injury
time with Tracton leading by
four points.

Tracton had made all the
running as they led from the
start, two first-half goals gave
Tracton a 2-6 to 0-4 interval
leaad.

Tracton mainiained their
‘lead through the second hatf
s 5t Vincent's mided to thelr
tally with points and as the
clock ticked into added time St
Vincent's won & alty but
the Tracton defence stood
flrm.

However, the injury to the
St Vinoent's star saw play end
without the game concliaded
as the role says i a player can-
mot b treated within 15 min-
utes the game mast be aban-
doned.

Thankfully Amy Is on the
road to recovery and we wish
her well.

We upderstand that the
game was re-fixed for last
night but that Tracton had ap-
pealed the decision to replay
the game.

At the time of going to print
no confirmation of the appeal
ar af the re flxtare was con-
firmed.

Mewtownshandrim con-
tinued their impressive dis-

v5 &5 they overcame neigh-
Mallow in Castle Road

o 4 3-17 to 0-5 sooreline.
The opening quarter was
by fonght af the firat
witer-broak, Newtownshan-
drum led 1-4 to 0-1 Cliona®
O'Callaghan with 1-2 and
Caoimhe Collins with a point
keeping Newbownshandrum

Im front.,

A secomd O"Callaghan goal
o the resumption and a Ma-
iriah Reidy point helped Mew-
towmzhandrum -gpm up 2-5 to

30 4 half tinse lead.

The second half belonged to
Mewiownshandrum as th
wirtit o i seoring sproe wit
j Callaghan adding fo her
tally with thres points, Acife

(Twohill chi in with two,
while Katbe Lzl Fod-
sin Twrohill hita efel

Refdy added a

place
| CAMOGIE |

= Mary Newman

points as they safely booked
their passage to the semi-
final.

Ballinascarthy made it to
the last four with a hard-
fought 1-13 to 2.7 victory over
a i&teruﬁnedhm agail:;w sidie.
the opening half Ballinas-
carthy took an early lead with
Clara Crowley pointing a free,
The sidos swapped score for
score before the water break
with Cliona Healy on target
for Banteer and Moira Barreit
finding the range for Ballinas-
carthy from play.

Michelle Dullea edged Bal-
linascarthy in front bui a
strong nse from Banbeer
saw them hit four polnis with-
out reply, Healy with three,
two from firees, and a Gemma
Cashman point had Banteer
leading -6 to 04 at the break.

With the wind in their fa-
vour for the second half, Bal-
linascarthy dug deep and
three points in a row had them
on level before they hit the
front thanks to Clara Crowley
converting a 45 and two froes
and Anna Flynn adding one
from play.

Michelle Dullea stretched
the Ballinascarthy advaniapge
with a superb goal and with
Anna Flynn, Barrett and
Crowley adding points Ballin-
ascarthy held & 1-11 to -6 lead
at the second waler-break.

Annie Condon and Anna
Flynn added points on the re
sumption and with five min-
b to go to the final whistle it
Inoked o be done and dusted
but all credit o Bantesr they
batiled back hartl.

Healy"s panalty effort was
turned over for a point and
Keeping the pressure on th:jr
had from Ellzabeth Phil-

and Cliona Healy but Bal-
ascarthy hung on by a goal
despite huge Banteer pressirs
to advance to-a semi-final
mecting with either Tracton
ar St Vincent's,

Ballingra Inst season's Jun-
ior B champions will be de-
lighted with their continued
good ass as they have
mﬂlfe; EE““ hnsut i 314

4l an impressive
to 1-5 victory over last seasdns
defeated Mnalistz Charleville
to set themselves up for a
semi-final meeting against
Mewiownshandram.

Ballygarvan’s Michaela Buckley about 1o gain

THE revised fixtures for' the 2020 Liberty
Insurance All-Ireland Champlonships
were confirmed last week with the return
of inter-county set to begin on the wee-
kend of October 17-18.

This is three weeks after the senlor club
championship cnnnlud:&!rcndlng A Te-

play, zo the clear run-in will be beneficial
m:r first game st Offaly isn't a bad
draw at all to get Cork moving again.

All competitions will fake place from
Orctobar until December with the camagie
calendar culminating with the All-Ireland
final on Saturday, December L2

There aﬁ three groups in the senior
champions
?Mamun 1 i:?-ark. Galway, Offaly, Wexs

B Group 2! Kilkenny, Limerick, Water-
mcf' s, Dublin, T
B Group 3 L + LIPRrary.
Cork begin their campaign on Octeber
17-18 aveay fo ONTaly, date, venue and tne
yet to be determined. Their second outing
will b at heoma b Westhord on October 31/
Movember 1, with their remaining game
away to Galway on November 7-B. The
quarter-finals are set for mid-November
14-15 with the semi-finals down for the
last weekend of the month.
The Cork intermediates aro ina tough
up with Kerry and Meath. Just the
three of them in it with Corl atf home to
Kerry on Ootobar 24-25 and away to Meath
on November 7-8. So, two long journeys
for Cork that weekend.
It has also been confirmed that the trial
playing rules which were initlally imple-
mm:eg in this year's national leaguwe com-
petithons will remain in place for the All-
Ireland Champlonships, This is welcom-
ﬂ »
There f= a slight amendment o trial
playing rule3: Quick puek-oul. These trial
playing rules will notapply to the 2020 All-
Ireland U8 Championship or any other

compatitions.

'I!E;m trial Fules werd approsved follow-
ing the work of the rules revision working
group in 201% who engaged with over 1,500

people to propose patential changes to the

THERE was widespread concern as news CAMOGIE
circulated on Sat that 51 Vineent's
and Cork star Amy O'Connor recelved a 2 Linda Mellerick

worrying i during her club’s junbor
A thl:nmm mt?.i against Tracton

in Castle Romd.

ahead of Mitford’s Nicole O'Connorin a recent game. Both dub's key players will now look

forward to the inter-county season as champlonship is over for bath clubs,

CAMOGIRE

current plaving roles,

The irlal playing rules are only belhg
implemented in the 2020 All-Ireland
Championships at present and any doeci-
sions on the wider implementation of the
various frial rules will be made wpon re-
view of thelr impact following the con-
clusion of the All-Ireland Championshi

The six trial playing rules being imp

mented in the champlonships are:
m Approved trial playing rule 1: Con-
tact; A player may use minimal contact
ot an opponent’s body from skde-on once
they are making a reasonable effort to
gain possession of the slictar,

Minimal contact is described as contact
mada shille making a reasonable attempt
to gain bon of the sliotar. Contact
must not b made {n an aggressive or cyni-
citl manner.

The penalty is a free from where the
foul oecurred except as provided in Rules
11.2-11.12.

I"'m not a fivn ol this one as its too discre
tionary and will vary greatly amongst ref-

e,
B Approved irial playing rule 2: Per-
sistent foul: A |:In:.-'-r.rr whao is deemed 1o be
rsistenily foullng another player in the
rst instance will be noted by the referee.
I-"u:.";n:.r 1I“!:.ru-thn*.-.r infringement normal
rules apply.

I'm not 5o sure there's any significant
change here, Shouldn’t that have always
boen the casc?

[} ..Eprwﬂd trial playing rule 3: Guick
pucl-out: To restart the game following a
whde (Rule 9.5), the referee will Blow the
whistle to signal a wide and from that
paint the shiotar is back in play and the
goalkeeper |5 free to restart the game via a

Pistusne: Howard Crovndy

Cork get a nice
opening game

papck-oul framn e correct position.

The refieree will have discretion to stop
thie play. 1 really like this one. Apart from
specding up the game it make teams
more alert instead of Erotting back ont
with all the time in the world to spare. Not
sure why the reforee has to have diseie
thom thoagh. 1788 allowed it's allowes] un-
less another iInfringement takes place,
® Approved trial playing rule 4: Free
from the hand; A plaver may choose to
take a quick free from their hand 17 they
are foubed inside thelr own 45-metre line.

Dnly the plaver that is fouled can fake it
from the hand and it Is an indirect frec,
Anofher great rule.

B Approved irial playing rule 5: Drop-

ing the hurley and hand-pass goal:
Ehuuld a player deliberately drop their
hurdey, then this will result in a free to the
opposing team from where the foul oc-
currel.

" Ay slintar that is hand-passed directly
info the net by an attacking player will be
treated as a whie and therefors result ina
puck-out,

I like this one, but Pve already seen s

gues with it. Players have diserootly
pulled hurdeys out of opponent’s hands
and gotten away with winning o free. Red-
erees £ umplres will need to keep up with
the play in that regard.
B Approved frial playing rule & Fen-
aliy/20m free; A penalty must be struck
froan on or owtside the 20m, Hne bat net in-
wlabe 1

in addition, only one defending player
may stand on the goalline during a pen-
alty and shall not mowe iowarids the 20m
line befere the slloiar has heen strock.

Where any [ree s awarded on or near
the 20m ling, the free must be struek from
o o ontside the 20m line. Mo free oF pen-
alty may be strisck from within the 20m
Tine o within 20 metres of the goal. -~

Penalty: Free out to the opposing team
where the infringement occurred.

Sa interesting and hopefully positive
improvEments a5 wi gear ourselves up for
what. will be an exciting inter
ety aship.

Cork ace hospitalised, game abandoned in injury time

when the referce | alerted to a potontil

head injury, play must stop.

The correct thing to do is not to mowve o

to'a player cinnot
minules,

The camoghe :I'I.IJImE'| i= that if the injury
e dealt with in 15
thie game must be abandomed,

According to 5t Vincent's stalwart Mi-
chelle Gonld by Saturday cvening, Amy
wis ok but was belng Kept in overnight
for abaervation in hospital.

At this there is no suggestion that
ahe will miss Cork's senior camogie cam-

which starts in Coctober.
club was sending their best-known
hurler their wishes in what was a con-
ming time for all invoelvod.
1 wis a lot of fension when the
was abandomed. Tracton were four
ts ahead nine minutes inte Injury
&, 2-8 bo 0-10 when the star forward re-
celved the knock which groundesd ber and
Toft Ber vision Burred and there was im-
mediate anxiety around her safety.

player when there is a head or neck con-

CRrT.

Speaking with referee Cathal McAl-
lster on Spturday cvening, he explalned
that two-and-a-half minutes of that
pine-minute additional time was for the
gecond-hall water break which we all
km.‘i'l-'i' E;EIE on from what it should ae-
tuelly be.

in additlon, the second-half stoppages
for infuries in this game was ahawng thae
o, j ng the exira minwtes,

Tracton wers defending when 0'Con-
nor got Injured. They had podsessbon.

Haued play resumed, Tracton woald have
been awarded an indirect free and with it
the final whistle would have been blown.

But the play had to stop. Immediately

While the ambulance service was
quick to arrive at the scene once called,
the 16 minutes explred and Cothal Mebd-
lister had no option but to abandon the

Regardless of the fact that the game
wis almost over, the referes was follow-
ing the rules,

S0 you would feel serry for Tracton but
the fight course of netion was taken 1o on-
BlIFE %:at Amy O'Connor received the
st ihle eare,

It looks like she's going to be fine and
we're grafeful for that,

Hopefully, we'll see her back on the
field shortly.

The couniy board will have to declde
what happens next in terms of the game,
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Meabh Cahalane, 5t Finbarr's,

!
!

ges Chloe Sigerson, Killeagh dur
ing their senior camogie championship dash. mm:mhfﬂmm

Goals prove the
difference as Barrs
advance to semis

St Finbarr's 3-7 CAMOGI
Killeagh 0-7 E Mary Nawman

ST FINBARR'S were full value  the early second-halfl ox-
for thetr three-goal victory  changes with Chloe Sigerson
over Killeagh in this 5E Sys-  finding the range with thres
tems Senior Champlonshi inis 10 A mow, [t was su
quarter-final in Castle Road. thit with the wind at their
Thiry bed from sixth minnte  backs Killeagh persisted with
afier va MeCarthy basted o lot of hand passing instead of
to the net from close range  playing direct ball into their
having won a long delivery on insbde line as time and time, 5t
the edpe of the square. Finbare's turned them over as
The Barrs” overall work-  they worked and regained pos-
rabe was superb as thoy kepd  session,
the foat flrmly on the pedal Fifteen minutes into the sec-
and pever allowed Killeagh to  ond half, MeCarthy pointed a
gain a grip on proceedings. free to relieve the pressure
Killeaph were forced to line  and on the 19th minuie she
oail without their inter-county  was again on target as the

& g oy, ¥

i s

Linda Collins, Courcey Rovers, breaking out past Laura Hayes, St Catherine’s. Picture: lim Coughlan

star Laura Treacy who picked  Barrs regained their momen-
up a broken hand in thedr ear-  om.

livr round elash with Ballyg:  Killeagh needed something CAMDGIE
arvan and her presepce was  and they created a goal chance |
i, with six minutes remaining
With Gemma O'Connor  after Looney found Shechan
solid at centre-back and Als-  with a long delivery, bitt her
ling Egan dolng & good job in  kicked offort went over fora
the full-back berth, 5t Fin-  point.
barr's closed down the Kill- With five minutes remain-
engh attack. Maebh Cabalane  jng, Barrs’ Eimear Ryan seal-
and Aoife O'Neill were also  ed the deal with a goal after
im ing for the Barrs. good work from Lynda (0°Con-
annah Looney had the nell saw Golden offload 1o
game's opening score with  Ryan. Finlshing strong with
MeCarthy replying through @ ints from Ella Wiggington-
frew, Emma Clden and Rachiel En‘nl:l: amgl MeCarthy, 5t Fin-
Sheehan exchanged points,  barr's are safely through to
bavt with (se wind in their fa-  the last four.
vour, the Barrs kept the priess- Sconers for 51 Finbars: B Mo Cahy 1=
N O, e 5&5%5%:%1-3_1”&
With four minutes to t Qigen, E Wggngion-tames
break, Orlaith Cahalane lajd  ¥Weagh: CSgaron (41 A Shestan ¢
off !I:wingh pu‘s:s lllll:l-JL the uhl'l.- Y
marked Ciara Golden who & O Mol M Cahatans, G OFCon
maicde o mistake with a super mmﬁmnsguml:
strike to extend her side’s lend  Sangees, © Golden, K McCartiy, © Ca

Courcey Rovers 2-9
Lt Cathering’s 1-6

1T was only when Linda Collins hit thenet =
in the 56th minute thal Courcey Rovers ||
contld feel like this game was the
Until that green Nag, it was a tight]
fought clash with 5t Catherine's in the 3
Syvstems Senlor Champlonship guarter-
final played in Castlo ah Saturday. i ;
1L toen¥ mm&ﬁllgﬁﬁ mjn;.
e to score fram play, but oildn’t  Cheistine 0'Neill, Councey Rovers, celebrates scoring a goal against St Catherine's.
tadon from the possession they had or the ; el Ficture: Jim Coughlan

hirttle they prosented,
They gﬂl‘ﬂl the attacking stats in a

it polnin i, E O, s low-scoring openin hal, bt crestng e ne atd Couree iRk A PIDY O B G e v
i Suba: E ared for © Sar- w wmn il -

! ting, Ceowley, and Collins had  and Meville n replied. But it was in in-

Moloney, ;1 mhﬁ%% three more points on the board inside jury-timeand Rovers led by six points in o
Cource bl ko give Collins or eoven minutes, the lattér's score an inspir-  game they dﬂnryu-d to win bul one in
-c‘nmh ‘l“‘mﬂ"-ﬂ.mm“mﬁ'i"wﬂ fside as they al-  INE omie after brilliant defensive pliv again . which Cathering's made them work all

by Moloney. ther way for.
ternated élilﬂ(?nﬂih e Ao ik IHMJI:B:I.I'HH.[W ingto be how  Orla Cotter, of course, was a koss to 5t
Eqgually. o, anc i vihe mnmhﬂprﬁr out, Rovers  Catherine’s. Heér intention was to return
strong. Cork taar:-miam Laurt: Hﬂg‘ﬁ ware pulling away. from New Jorsey for her club's champion-
and Colling were having a great con Bul the game swiung on its head as 5t ship but due to travel restrictions that
Nt half coorea lrom ptay o 11 Gatbecine’s responded with 12 briniging  wasn't possible.
s’ frst ':m! ﬁaﬁmm the gap to two points and creating a nerv-  Rovers advance 1o the semi-final where
Catherine e A blowing “usnessin Conrceys” approach. they willl b hard 1o beat on this form,
:Eﬂﬁﬂﬂmﬂwlﬁ strong win ng first made o brilllant  Seorsrs tor Courcay Rovers: J Crowsey 05 (04 £, 0-1

Evalyn tor
but evidently in Catherines g . L Colling 141, G O'Meill 1.0, F Reating 0-2.
favour based on the blowing jersey of block on Saire MCarthy o Siop & Sefy  Le,iu'a i ¢

Jacinta Crowley as she faced the elements into ola Neville; who caught and hit B Calivering'sc F Nievilla 142 32 1), L O'Donned 0-2 a1

solbd defence and tholr canso ﬁﬂwun_;
wasn't helped as they siruck  ney, & Galy; J OGhea, 5 Kant! G
thiree wides in a row from  Sigerson, C Hanay: A O Dviscoll, A
frees and at the interval 5¢ - Shessan i), R Fogamy.

Finbarr’s led 2-3 to 03, Tk 1wy iy 8. ek i

Killcagh enjoyed the best of  Peteree: Smon Sickes| Tulylass)

%ﬁmﬁﬂuﬁwﬂmm the net despite goalkeeper COURCEY ROVERS: & O Ty  Fiayos, ¥ Keskane
{nto the square where O Nelll was walting getting a tonch. G Hannon: © Twceney, A Moloney, E - 3 Crows.

Crowley steadied the nerves with & wy, Buie - Ermear , F Kasting, Lavmes
bt into the corner of th ned. !
ﬁ;ﬂn? i blens with 2 wmmwmmmm mmﬂﬁm

Basis: .
strong woek-rate, thom, and group as the second waler break -of the Egﬂwmm““‘“‘ﬂ"m"'

; game arrivesd, EATHEREHES: ¥ O M i
I;EIT!EIE:E rundﬁmﬁm m mﬁﬁkﬁi h‘:hl;‘}:e‘gf““hnitpmm:ﬂﬂ but 5t :‘l‘h“: RO Cal Emima
weﬁﬁmﬁ ot #ide sranic haye Tt was & right battle, with numerous mam’é s F Haile, G Draapar, |

Tost after the water break St Cathor: m""ﬁ“ﬁm'ﬂwng Flﬂ"“m” “"ch“m“;';—g;ﬁlﬂ Sube: A Criagan for G Dunning (), & Bany lor C°
ine's had a goal opportunity cleared off o Cagior with Collins' belter of n  Reterse: Ancemy Lavkdn (Baygarvan)

L

Gemma ' Canor, St Finbarr's, dears her fines agaiust Killeagh,
Pictare: Jim Coughlan




Camogle
Therese O'Callaghan

Douglas produced another ef-
ficient performance at Castle
Road on Sunday in the SE E:ra—
tems Cork senior “mﬂghe
club championship to get t
ba-tlf:r of 2018 Intermedinte
,3=13 to 35
E'{ now prnp‘uaﬁ to A semi-
final mecting with Courcey
Rovers next wetkend.

The victors proved too
strong for the mid Cork side
{who never gave up) laying tlu
foupdation for victory mid-
way through the open
Alicia Cremin's goal in the
13th minute, enabled them to
lead 1-4 to 11,

Douglas were ruthless in
the s.emnd and Katri-
na Mackey's green fiag from a
penalty after Chlﬂl 1] LHI:EEI'
was fouled, saw them hold a
- tnl:.ﬁ:tmrvﬂ ad

second-half goals, ﬂl'l.-l:l along
with the Mac twins Katri-
yna and captain Pamela
are the Mn'a:hn:mnfmhteam..
) White and Katrina Mackey
finished with tallies of 2-2 and
1-8 respectively. And Cremin
was a huge threat at full for-
-lward having not been in-
volved in the previcus match.
j “Weara :-_\inig well this
Eurr * gaid White, hero of
ks All Ireland suecess in
2017, *We are really happy
now to have two wins ina row,
We would have had a few
heavy defeats last . We
have a lot of players back and
having time to train
as‘quI.]:M

was
tonight. She hasbam away in
Edinburgh but she has been
training away. She did very
well and we were definitely
happy o have her in there
have new management
as well {(Philip Kavanagh,
Eddie Sheehan, Alslin
OFBrien, Pat Harrington an

fﬂrl‘m

thie momenium Eni‘ni and it

D u':l th int

espite, the seven-poin
winning margin Eire 3;

Eire Og's Clara Miutlrlﬂﬁnhwmm fwnlqrm ﬂﬁwﬂum mmmmm l:haulmﬂp ﬂfﬁﬂ&ﬁﬂ;ﬂ.m .

Full forward Margaret
O'Herlihy played a key role,
bapging 2-5, her second goal a
minute from time drilled
home from a free after Isobel
Shechan was fouled following
a hrilliant run

And Emima Crowley found
the net in the first kalf to give
her side an early lead.

Once Douglas settled, they
had too much firepower, They

can regard themselves 4% con-
leudan against Courcey

Cnur::glgmrﬂs hr:m!-:erl

day against 5t [.‘al.herlnﬂ 5
emur%ing victorious on a
georeline of 2-8 to 1-6. They
didn't get matters all their
own way though, this was
:':Enmutl ve from start to fin-

.

The mateh-up between
inter-county mates Linda Col-
iins and Laura Hayes alons
was Intri . It was a goal
from Collins in the second
period that finally decided the
OO

Courcey Rovers started well
anid when Christine O0'Neill
Eum:edﬁur their opening goal

the fourth minute, it Evu
on whi

Mmmummmumpm&ﬂwnumm Castle
Road yesterday.

bulld. The full forwaed was
alart to the breaking ball fol-
lowing a free from Jacinta
Crowley.
They were 1-3 to 0-2upat the
interval but the ElpEtl-&d
ﬂlh.thicic from St Cathering's
capiain Finola
H'e?llle 5 m:mi reducing the
deficit to two points.
St Finbarr's claimed a big

sealp beating Killeagh on Sat-
urday, 3-7 to 0-7. But it should
be noted that this was a Kill-
eagh side without the Injured
I..nura‘I‘rean;.

First-half goals from 5t
Finbarr's captain Keeva
McCarthy and Clara Golden
gave them an interval mshiuu
of 3 1o 0-3, Eimear Ryan put
e game beyond the éast Etlrlt

Piciares: Gavin Begwine

side’s reach with their third
goal in the second half.

In these unique times, cdubs
have aceess to colinty plavers
and multiple All Ireland and
All-Star winner Gemma
O'Connor is enjoyving heor time
with the chab,

“Ii is brilliant. Everyone
gets to concentrate f,'r:l their
cluh; Usually youaee trvd ?
sgquees in everything. [ think
evervone across the country is
enjoying playing club.

“1t is about us petting used
fo our own playvers as well,
There are players there you
played with for years and
thers are mew players,

“Thoy don’t know you and
you don't know them so this
year everyone has a chance b
gt 1o know each other,”™

gi Flnbarr's await the
winners of the Glen Rovers
and Innls::arra. tie. This
ﬂn.a.ri.er nal was pnaipumd

we to an Inniscarra pla
feeling unwell on Satu 5-
and having to be tested for
Covid-180

Cork Camogie Boeard sald
last night they will make a
decision about the refixture
when the test results are
knowm.

e R = R = O 5 i SRR R U e SN

White and Mackey deliver
D5 Duqlas see off Eire Og

—



4-13
Eire Og 3-9

EVEN though Bire Og will have been
dizappointed to lose this SE Systoms
Cork Senkor Ca Champlonship tie at
Castle Bid vesterday evening. it was a
respectable result against an experienced
Douglas sido with inter-county players of
the calibre of Katrina and Pam Mackey,

Douglas

Julin White, and former inter-county

goalkeeper Jessicn Kavanagh.

The loss of injured full-back Aoifo
Hennessy was also a big blow, E

With Emma Crowloy hitting 1-1 Ingide

ix minutes, it was & great start for Eire
Crowley gave Douglas keaper Jesslen
Kavanagh no chance from point-blank
range, bt from there, Dougkas ook con-
irol, Frem that sixth minute until alter
the guarter mark, Eire Og struggled to get
bevond thelr half-forward line and
Douplas started picking ofT the scores.

Julia White was enjoying herself, as
were the Mackeys, but it wasn't just
Katrina on the scoreboard, as Alicia
Cremin declared hersell very much on the
seene. The only perseine] change rom
Dowglas’ Inst outing had a Minder at full
forwand, She caused havoe, with a grest
catching display, and great strength and
finish. She closed the game out with 1-2
and played a major part in bath of White's
speond-hall gaals.

Matread Mulrooney was another
heavily invelved as Douglas went on the
attack. Seoring 1-6 without reply,
Crimin's poal coming on 13 minutes, they
Bieed by four podnts,

Elre Og got back into the game as Aoifio
O*'Callaghan, Isobel Sheehan, Ruth
Murphy, Meabh Ellen Desmond, and Mar-
garet O°Herlihy drove forward. But the
Douglas full-back line was once again
tight. with Emma Kavanagh, Amy Curtin,
and Seazal Mulreoney growing in condl-

Douglas drive
on to last four

Julia White of Douglas in a:ﬁmaﬁlﬂﬂnﬂg'iﬂmﬂmmjrﬂmﬂlum

denee with overy game. At the other emd
Chloe 5t Ledger was pulled down in the
square for a penalty and Mackey made no
milsﬁtg to pive Douglkas a 29 1o 1-4 Inter-
L]

Despite Mackey getting the opening
scapeof the Mﬂrp-t-rlnd. ?ml:u:!

me back out in attacking mcde as

miade nnother hirst at goal.

‘Herlihy siruck twe poinis bul they
ware Knocked back a after Cremin
kept a high ball from going over the line
and hand-passod it towards the net,
teaving Julin White the simple task of
tapping It in,

Thres ehances Eire Og then had of net-
ting, but Kavanagh demnied them with the
first two. Marrﬁ.rﬂ O'Herlihy eventaally
found a way through after receiving a
goad pass From Sheehan and mayhe this
pame wasn't over yot. The gap was seven
polnts but it was eerfainly nod a runaway
victory,

Hawever, any hopes Eire Og had of a
fighthack were short-lived when from the
puck-out, White had het second after
another brilliant eatch and offload by
Cremin.

Despite trailing at that stage by 10
EPLT!I' vou would have to give credit to

sire ti who never gave wp the fght.

G T

- i sk
el T

In the last quarier they siruck 1-I,
Margaret O'Herlihy netting from a close-
im free, to leave o wery teapectable seven-
point defeat,

This was Douglas® fourth outing and
undoubtedly they have grown with every
Eame, i i
Unfortunately for Elre Og. having won
their opening round and receiving a bye
iy round four, this was jaist thiir seoomd.
In just their second seazon at senbor level
they woild have Hked more games, which
waolld have done them the workd of pood.

Fuat that's how if plaved out, Dounglas
advance to the semi-final where they'll
meet Courcey Rovers.

Secarn fer Douglas: ¥ Mackey 18 (1-0 p, 0-3 f, &
Corgsmin 1-2, J'Wihise 2-2. C Woonan 0-1

Ba e 1-5; M (Begme 02, 1 O Horlhy 2-5
#0245, 1-5 11, b E Deamand -1

g

DOULAS: J Kranagh E Hivansgh, A Curtin, 5 Mul-
eooniry:  Hason, P Mackey, R Shoshan: M iyl
© Mooman; & Moliesa, ¥ Wackey, G 51 Lodger, J ¥Whas,
A Crprmdn, J Lo,

Suba: C MoCanhy tor J Leo (2§, 4 OMerony lor CBL

EBRE OG: I khurrmy: A Hesnamay, K MoCarthy; C Shee-
ham, E Craigley, A OFCElEshEn; 5§ Hubchinsca; A
MeSwoenay, | Shoshan, B Mutphy, M E Desmond: A

Pamela Mackey in action against Eire Og's Meadbh Ellen

Mhmﬁmiﬂmu-mﬂ' at Castle

Douglas face Courcey's
as Glen meet Inniscarra

WHE

points bo 8t Finbarr's, few
eould have imagined they
wonld later ged th to thix
SE Syitems Senlor i
Championahilp semi-final. Th
‘Barr's weren't prodicted 1o be
in the last four of this year's
championship either. Why,
I'm not sure, considering they
only lost to Sarsfields by four
points in last year's semil-
final.

We weren't glhving thom the
credit thoy deserved, hecaise
ithey're here again, showing
consistency and, in my
apinion, playing better than 12
monihs

A,
Bath clabs put kh eolid and
impressive performances to
o the semi-finals. Doeglas
ce Courcey Rovers an Sun-
day, in what should ba a
cracking game. Michael
O'Regan will be streaming the
onling, so people won't
denied the chance Lo see
thiese twd in acElon.

The "Barr's await the
winners of Glen Rovers versus
Inniscarra, which wias post-
poned ast weekend because
an Inniscarca member wis
beinpg tested for Covid-I8.
Tha , ihe best was clesr
and that & |& the first of
the double senior header in
Castleroad on Sunslay,

Finalists in 2018 and
plagued with injurles in 2015,

‘s were always goin
to be & side to bg reckon
with again this season. A
couple of mrs older and
wiser from championship
final, they are fast becoming
an experienced and proficient
omifit

OF the teams left, who has
thie most balanced side? Thoe

is narrowing.

Finbarr's tnproved with
that three-goal return against
Killeagh. Douglas have
strengthened in a lot of areas;
their defence really stood tall
1ot weekend.

You can add in Malread
Mulrooney and Alieia Cremin
{who was jost excelbant at fill-
forwand), but it isn't just about
the Cork playvers in the Doug-
1as sd=up.

Rovers have such a strong
idefence, Ashling Moloney is a
real leader; Ciara Haves is

k-solid; they have Karyn

at full-back. and Ja-

cinta Crowley at midfield,
who I8 very accurate on frees.
{Up front. Christine 0" Neill
had & great guarter-final,
while | i Collins, Fiona
Keatin and - Saoirse
MeCarthy show that they
have such talent in every lne.

after Covid- 19 delay

u Linda Mellerick

Bt v takes more than that
when It comes toa semi-final.
It takes & renl desire to win.
Courceys showed that 1
ngainst 5t Catherine’s; they'll
need to demonstrate 1t again
this weslkaend.

The Glen and Inniscarca
garne ks another exciting .
pect. The Glen have the
toughest of rontes and are
-El;;'inl nalmu. and it's
I a whille Inniscarsa
Eut on thair championship

Daoown 1o the last five, the
cream of thie crog stact going
Tseadd to head.

HKatrina Mackey missad ont
on the club champlonship in
2018 because of & prolonged
hand injory. Shi doss so mch
more than score spectacular
gorls and points. Her pros-
e, how lifts the entire
squad, i telling.

Last sepsof., even without
Katrina, Douglas should have
had a far botter re than
five points agninst Eire in
the back door, having alrendy
o5t ko Sars, and, at that point,
it seemied 8 long way back for
i ety elub.

Rut here they are, having to
put that opening defeat to St
Finbarr's behind them and
Impressively accounting for
Bnﬁlnm]]i !

a5 SArs-
Tk, ancl i:ch?:g,

ng 413
this time anoumnsd,

Douglas Iook as If they're
enjoying themselves and it's
no surprise that manager,
El-l'lp vanagh, has a part In

L
He =aid it's all about enjoy-

ment.

“Look. the rmeason giris play
sport is to have fun. We have
fun. We'll take the nexi game
like we took the last and il we
win, great, if wo don't, we'll
E;Edu that, too,” Kavanagh

=%l give it our best. Hav-
Lu%lPam. Katrina, and Julia
with us has been immenss, A1
the girls. those that won the
Félle in 2000 and the younger
plavers behind them, have all
gelled and bought into each
other. Ashling O'Brien. our
chalrparson, done huge
work and been & great help o
us. Wo're taking nothing for
granted; fust one game ot a
time" Kavanagh sald.

SLNDAY,

SE ; at
S S S

PR ot




BY KIERAN McCARTHY

HER sister Melissa is regarded
as one of the best defenders in
the country and is an All-Star
footballer - but camagie has
always been Louise Duggan’s
first love.

Of the four Duggan sisters in
Hallyboy in Dunmanway, three
play football for the Dohenys
{twins Melissa and Michelle,
and Aprille) while the oldest,
Louise, bucks the trend.

‘I played a bit of football un-
derage but I always peeferred
: ie 1 love the speed of the
game and the skill involved,’ ex-
plains Duggan, who is vice-cap-
tain of the Enniskeané team
imvalved in Saturday's county
intermediate camogie cham-
pionship semi-final against Fr
O Nedll's ax Castle Road (2pm).

“They used to play camogie
underage with Enniskeane too.
Actually, Melissa and Michelle
have county underage camogsé
medals whereas [ don't! They
won an U4 county tithe,

Louise might have missed out
on an underage county medal
with Enniskeane but she has
been imvolved in their journey
from 13-a-side junior B oo in-
termediate, picking up med-
als along, the way, and now she
wants to add a county interme-
diate medal to her collection,

Enniskeane have come very
close in recent years. They lost
the county finals in 2017 and
2019, both to Newcdstown, 50
they've been knocking on the
door. Mot surprisingly, they
are regarded as one of the
front-runners again this season,

“We have been very close in
the last few years, Last season
we lost by only a peint and that

COURCEY Rowers will take
on Douglas ina county senior
camogie championship semi-fi-
nal this Sunday,

The winners got the better
af 5t Catherine's by 2-9w 1-6in
a quarter-final at Casthe Road
last Saturday afternoon, and
their reward is a lasi-four bagle
with Douglas, again at Castle
Roaud in Mahon, throw-in Spm.

Courceys were pushed all the
way by St Catherine's but they
were deserving winners and
will be fancied toreach the final
for the second time in three
seasons. Courceys bed 1-3100-2
at the break thanks to Christine
O'Neill's early goal, though, as
expected, St Catherine’s hung
in there and reduced the gap to
twor peints at one stage in the
sepond half,

Tt was only when Linda Col-
fims scored a 36th minute goal
for Courceys did the winners
have some breathing space,

INTERMEDIATE SEMI-FINAL

hurt a kot but it's driving us on
this year. We are very mativat-
ed, there are no distractions
and weare focussed on what we
need vo do,’ Duggan says.

After a convincing 4-19 1o
0-9 win against Ballyhea in
Round 1, Enniskeane almost
came unstuck in the last round
against Blackrock. At one stage
af the opening hall they trailed
by 13 points before a stir-
ring comeback saw them
eventually emerge 1-18
to 2-13 winners. Dug-
gan, who played
wing back rthat
day, was one of the
leaders i the Gghi-
back.

“We shouldn't have left our-
selves get into o much diffi-
culty against Blackrock,' says
Duggan, who works as a phar-
macist in Drinagh Pharmacy in
Skibbereen.

“We had a bad start but we
settled down after that and we
didn't panic. We showed great
resalve and resitience. We have
great belief in ourselves and
that showed because we kept
working, kept popping over the
points and then we got in for
the goal’

Enniskeané showed their
character in that comeback but
they know they can’t afford a
show start in Sarurday's semi-fi-
nal againgt Fr O'Neills, who
bear Kilbrittain-Timoleague
by 45 to -6 in another quar-
ter-final

"Chur goal 16 10 SET U o Senior
level, that's where we want 1o be
bat wee have to take every match
as it comes soall our focus is on
the semi-final.’ explains Dug-
gan, and key to their title hopes
will be Cork sensor Orla Cronin

Coming off the back of a facile
win over Newoestown in the last
round this was just the type of
challenge that Courceys needed
as we head into the business
end. Jacinta Crowley scored
five placed balls, Ashling Molo-
ney stood out ar centre back
while Fiona Keating's direct
running caused Courceys prob-
lemis.

Mext up for Courceys in the
semi-final i a Douglas team
that beat Eire Og by 4-13 to
3.9 in their quarter-final last
weekend, Despite Margaret
O'Herlihy scoring 2-5 for the
Mid Cork team and Emma
Crowley also scoring a geal for
Eire Og, the city side advanced
with Katrina Mackey (1-8) and
Julia White (2-2) leading the
charge.

The other semi-final also
takes place at Castle Road this
Sunday when Glen Rovers take
on Inniscarra, at 2pm.

Js

Louise Duggan In action for
Enniskeane In their county

intermediate quarter—
final win against Blackrock.

——

e

Enniskeane one w

il hias scored 1-21 in theldr two
championship matches so far,

"We have seen more of Orla
this year becavse of the Cov-
id-19 situation and having her
around has been invaluable,
Duggan says.

*‘She has played with the best

players at the highest level and
she demands high standards
from us = that drives us on and
makes us better players. She
has huge experience and that's
great to have, especially for the
younger players who see what it
takes toreach the highest level!

Collins' late goal seals Courceys’ victory

in away from third county final in four years

‘lluyﬁedtu ﬂaymnﬂewﬂ;fagewﬂh
Enniskeane too. Actually, Mefissaand Michelle have
county underage camogie medals whereas | don't!




'With hurleys I'

HURLING HANDS
Anne Dalton,

St Lachtain's and
Kilkenn

My hands aro i pretty good shape —
whatever abowt how they look, they're
ealthy o, I've been very Iucky in
that I've never broken any bone which
bs amaring, given how long 've beet
pl.n}"inninmmnqm

i el H el mbek aml seratch
from games, though [ notice the older
wou get, the slowser they are 1o heal. Boe-
ease of that, I've a couple of scars there
if you look closely. | don't have arthri-
5. Nob ¥ e, anyway,

Doveloping ns a player isn't some-
thing I'd have thought about in those
terms, partcularky as a child, I yind
because 1 just Joved playing and loved
winning, but when you reflect years
Enter, it"s possibie to plek out something
that helped you dévelop as a player.

For instanes, in Freshiord primacy
schoo] we'd play in school leagues, as
wio el them — feams wore made up
of the kids in fourth, fifth, and sixth
clasees, and even 4 few from thind.
Every day at litthe breal and big break,
yvou'dl be plaving a match against differ-
ont teama within the school,

[ wais lncky enough to be allowed (o
play with the boys, which brought me
on an awful lot. When I played under-
mjpe with the club, it was a similar shin-
ation. | was allowed to play with the
boys up to U4, That's always going to
speed up your hurding, speed up your
hands —ﬁnumwmmttyquiﬂ:

only get one chanece to gather

v |

{he ball beeause i1 b[.'?ﬂl‘lﬂl!'j‘nﬂ!‘mﬂ
to take o gecond hite ab it

I wan't oven thinking of how that
hmngtll'ni ma o7 Becanse it was jist the
way things were in the school, but I camn
see (Enow Ln rofrospect. That was jist
Wow it was done in the school, but the
need to et thie ball under control first-
time in partbeular was o Big hnﬂ’;

With hurleys 've o bit of oo on
to make — I'm using one of Michelle
Quilty’s, She broke it one day ata game
aned it it after her. Ann Downay
handed it tome and L kept itat home ina
cuphoard for a couple of years, et
when we went back after Covid T broke
a few hurlows i quick secession, sol
was siack.

[ picked up hers going ol training
one evening and | havent stopped using
it since, My convorsbon rate freos
Thas gone up 20 I'm beginning to wonder
§F her accuracy 15 down to her hirdey... 1
den’t know anyihing about it,
shi got it or whatever, but it works. She
wan't be petting it back anyway!

I'd nsually g0 in to Star Hurleys in
Kilkenny for my hurleys. I've played
with theies for vears and | always gola
52 inch hurloy with an adult bas: T put
lingeed oil on it, let it dryand then put a
grip on and play away.

1 hnve four now that 1 can use apart
from Michelle's — and thire ara 8
eotple outside that 111 have te ged rid of
them, they're fairly well battered now.

Two plavers I'd admire among those
I've plaved with, Michelle Quilty and
Claire Phelan, are hend and shoulders

alove everyons —and | giettn oy with
Clafre at club bevel oz well.

They're unbelievably skilful, the pair
of them. At times when you're training

Limerick's Niamb Mulcaty chases down Cork’s Laura Tracey in a National League dash.

ve a bit of confession to
make = I'm using one

of Michelle Quilty's’

wiith ther thoy' I do samathing and you
just gay ‘wow’ 1o yoursalf,

T {nenml!ﬂh a Tool of by Claire s
few times in iraining. The other nlght
g il it apaln — we wonl in for the
{ackle together but she wis able te rise
e hall, spin me and, withont me get-
ting close 1o her, she gave me a pice
brwise an the top of my

L ahe dook thie ball, a fool out of
prve Al 1eft me hurting, all in the one
move — sind then got a goal;

Michelle's hands are unbelievable —
ghetl] be facing the wenng way bait
throw out o hand pass and wrongfoot
the defence,

We plavel Wexford a lot whoen | was
U4, U6 and sooon, bat that meant
eviery year we'd come up against Una
Liacy, i her skill was increditile. The
first time playing against her Teould see
she was a special talanl.

1f she was on the piteh, you were
E.m‘nn:mdtum i goal for her shde.

unranteed. And she always had that
ability, hecanse [ was paying agninst
her when she was 12 or 13.amd & ¢ had
ihat ability even then — she was a lot
better than most of us.

Th first pliyer | really ook notice al
playing senior inter county, reaily
standing oul at that level, was Eimear
bcDonnell of Tipperary.

Sha was very fast — still 15 —and the
first day | saw her play against us, she
gat a cowple of goals,

Her wristwork, her ability with the
hurley — I've scen her a fow times since
and she proved it wasn't just & one-off,
because she was always abla to do
gomething on that level. That's what
great players can di.

Interdew: Michacl Moynihan

Anne Dalton: ‘I've been very lacky I'va

never broken any bene, which isamaning,
gmml'uh::nﬁmnglﬁ &

Ficture EINPHO/MRvan Beme



Enniskeane’s Orla Coughlan will be a key player for her side in their

game with Fr O'NeiiF's,

Picture; Larry Cummins

Exciting intermediate
semi-finals on the

cards at Castle

WE ARE down to the last four
i the SE Eﬁlglr:u I:itemgug}i-
ate Camogie Championship.

This afternoon, Castle Road
will mt both semi-finals at

L.
Hﬂst r:ﬁgr': defeated final-
ists, Enniskeane, recorded @
mrmh victary over Blackrock
to ook their place in the open-
Ing game in Castle Road at
2pm this afternoon where they
will take on an in form Fr
OHelll's shie,

A tremendons second half-
fight-back from Enniskeane
gaw the claw hack a 10-point
imterval deficit 1o defeat
Blackrock by two points, 1-18
b 215,

BEa:krhurL?; dn?i::!md mtﬁn
Jopening hall and early 5
saw thim bead 2-7 to 0-3 inside
the openifg quariee 43 Ennds-
keane struggled in all sectors.

Enniskeans, with the aid of
the slight wind for the second
I';[EII‘II'.l."lz:";g¥| Fast pﬂi'rnmﬁwfm and
it four fast s never
albowned their head (o drop and
prew in confidence as the half

progressed.

They picked off score alter
acore but still trailed by seven
points with 12 minutes re-
matning but all eredit to them
a5 they fashioned out a superh
win with Orla Coughlam, 5i-
nead Hurley and Oria Cronin
driving them forsard at every

Iz Coughlan iz adp]aarar
who works tremendounsly
hard and she will have a key
role to play this afternoeon 1o
ensure plenty of ball pets (o
thelr inside line where Sinead
Hurley, Tara Sheehan and Ei-
mear O'Brien will troubling
any diefence,
Fr O'Meill’s have im!

in their campaign to date with
vietories over Ma Piarsaigh
and Kilbrittain / Timoleagui,
they hitan impressive sixtesn
pints in thelr opening game
against Na Piarsalgh before
grabbing four gaols against
Kilbrittain / Timoleagise

Ciara O'Doherty, Kate Har-
rington, Delrdre CoTcoran,
HKeelagh Cullinane and Clod-
agh Finn are key plavers fora
side who are steadily re build-
ing having [or many years
participated at senlor level
they would dearly lover Lo
that extra mile and regain
thelr senbor atatus.

Aghabuliegue and Ballyhea
mizat ik SR,

S0 farit has been a wonder-
ful campaign for Ballyhea
who are parti at Inter-

medinte grade for frst
time, wining the Junior A
champlonship last yoar,

Road

= Mary Newman

They made the step up this
year and they miust be d £
od 1o be in the last four {17
dioubd they will battle to fake it
a step further.

They last out heavily to En-
nizskeane in their opening

me 4-19 to 0<% but they put
ﬁe shoulders to the whisel and
Finshloned out a one poink vic-
fory over Valley Rovers in the
back door rotnd.

They were one of two teams
who had to play an exira game
and here they overcame
watergeashill in round three
as they confidently prog-
reszad on a 28 (o 1-6 scopeline.

Brian Dillon's were their
roand four oppoenents and
here they again had to dig
deep belore a sl.mng finish
saw them run out 3-15 to 3-11
WiInNers.

Rachel Harty, Laura Dillon
Foisin Killeen and Kate EKil-
commins will lead thetr quwest
for a place in the final,

Aghabullogue are & hard
wr.'nrﬁ]ng gide who are putiing
im huge effort at all levels, 2 2-
15 to 1-5 first round win over
‘Watergrashill was 1 stafement
of their intentions in this
championship ancd they went
on {0 overcome Carrigaling 4-

Cork senlor Cllona H is
thieir stand out player baf they
have also excallent players in
Emma Flanagan. Ciara
MeCarthy, Julie Tarcant and
Joanne Crowley and they
have a huge work rate which
has stoad to them 16 thelr

to date.

On Sunday, in Castle Foad
ak 11530am, it's an all Mid. '

as hiduy and

g contest the first county
final of what has been a
strange vear for sport when
they meet in the junior secomd
teams final.

Clonghduy recorded o vic-
Elry over 81 Finbarr's whilst

re Og proved too strong for
Danglas.

In the SE Systems Junior A
semi-firal, Tracton who over.
came 5t Yincent's in the re-
play of their quarter final

had to be abandon-
ol e to an Injury in added
time to a St Vincent's player
take on Balllnascarthy in
Brinney at 12 mooT.

Mewtownshandruom awail
the winners in the final after
thelr 512 1o 1-13 semi-final
win over Ballinora on Toes.

THREE more clubs exited the senior
champlonship last week at the quarter-
final

While both semi-finals were down for
decision this weekend, the Glen Rovers
versus Inniscarra quarier-final, which
Wwils pos ahead, meaning that
either Douglas or Courcey Rovers will
have a two-week lead into the final,
whereas the Glen or Inniscarra will have
the one.

That can’t be helped. given Covid-19,
and, sometimes, assuming everyone is
free from any niggling injury, it can be
better to keep the momentum going and
play again 30 soon. Equally, it can be a big
ask. If vou win, it'a considered a plus;: if
vou lose, it's a negative.

St Catherine’s, mumﬁ‘r;, and Eire Og
were the three teams whose champlion-
ship hopes have to be shelved for another
year. Many felt that Killeagh's exit was a

rise. [ didn’t,
ranted the ahsence of Laura Treacy
had a significant impact — out with a
broken bone in ha-rmhtlalm?. plcked UE-_Il‘I
Killeagh's fourth-ro victory over Bal-
Iygarvin. But Killeagh had a fairly handy

championship draw up to now,
Mo disrespect to the teams they played,
Tt Mewcestown, up to senior for the first

time, and 8 young Ballygarvan side
weren't considered champlonship con-
tendors. Yet, even in those games, Kill-
eagh weren't making a mark, not the
mark they should have if they wanted a
Jobilant S,

Seoring 12 points from play against
Meweastown and 2-6 against Ballygarvian
wasn't an Impressive retien and in gen-
oral play, it just wasn't happening. 1 Gin't
put n}_{efhanw (1] “21:' Killeagh aren't sot-
ting championship alight. They cer
tainly came very close last year with two
tremendous games against Innkscarra in
the semi-final but In and around that
there regularly seems to be something
mi

K.

I have great admiration for Hannah
Looney, Laura Treacy and Chiloe Siger-
som, all great players but when youn laok at
what Douglas are getting out of Katrinn
and Pam Mackey and Julta White, there’s

comparison.

Why is that? |1.'1=I a qlﬁllnmlgﬂiﬂ
need to ask themselves. .
in the full-forward line. Iﬂ?:lnt think it

Christine O'Neill, Courcey Rovers, celebrates scoring a goal against 5t Catherine's,

Positives out
of season

CAMOGIE

warked ont so well but to be falr they had
1o bry something. i

Chioe i equally effective scoring-wise
ot the field and contributes more coming
forward. To her eredit she went in there

and gave it her best shot, possibly prefer.

ring to be further out,

A great sign of a selfless player, Kill-
eaph shonld have a fairly balanced team.
With Stephanie Beausang, NMiamh
O KoefTe, Ciara Daly and Jessica £ Shea
alongside the three Cork seniors you have
a very strong backbone by which to build
on and bring on others arcund youl.

I see Douglas’ *club only’ players grow-
ing with every game. And this reminds me
af when they won the tithe in 2008 and 2011.
Steady, disciplined performances by all
15,

Killeagh have been promising for a
while and last yvear would have given
much hope but 2020 has turned out to be
very disappointing. 1t happens but the
years go-qoickly by and the promise of a

LesaEm CAT ESS.
5t Finbarr's gave a gond performance.

Ashling Epan a very solld e al
mll-bwﬁl: ing to an mmﬁslm%:m.

They brought on Ella Wigginton Barrott,
granddanghter of the great Dave Wiggin-
ton of Cork Hibs, and Eimear Ryan late in
the socond hall and they scored 1-1 be-
{ween them, Ryan with the goal. That al-
ways gives a team a lilt when subs come
on and make andmmediate impict.

Upfront was where 1 folt-the Barrs
would struggle, MIE-?“ toa milch on
Koeeva MeCarthy bat they hit thres goals,
They've a tough semi-final against Glen
Rovers or Inniscarra but is thers ever an
easy sermnl-final?

5§ Catherines logt out by six poinis to
Courcey Rovers. As expechid Rovers I!:Ensl
had to much frepower o handle, Cather-
ine's made Rovers fight all the way and
o' expect nothing less from them.

Even when ihe game looked to be slip-

=l

Picture: Fim Coughlan

Meabh l:ahllun;,.ﬁ?mrr's, battling Chioe
Sigerson, Killeagh. Picture; Jim Coughlan

phnd.g away from them they battled back
and put themselves right back in confen-
tion, Rovers can thank them for a really
good game ahead of tomorrow's clash
with Douglas. y

I"m not sure i I'm the oaly sne bt I'm
getting a really good vibe out of this year's
championship. The way it's being run off
week after week, the tangible way you can
ser the positive impact having their Cork
players is having on clubs and panels,
there's s real fecl- presonce around it

I know that having the games behind
closed doors is taking from the almos-
phere, 1 certainly gel that, but it isn't bme
pacting on the standard or effort the
players are giving on the pltch amd you ac-
tually tend to forget that there's no one on
the banks watching once the ball is
thrown in.

The live streaming of games has
brought in & great audicnce. [ know of
people watching the games on thelr large
TV screens at home.

These are neuiral spectators to the ac-
tual clubs playing, who more than Hkely
woubdn®t I]:hz.-s. cally go to watch the game
but are thoroughly enjoying it at home,
So, soma poaitives out of the sexson.

Surely, the seagon divide betwesn club
and eounty s now amust with the positiv-
ity that has come In the past fow this
from intetcounty players and ciibs aliks,



Inniscarra 2-11

Glen Rovers 2-8

INMISCARREA meet 5t Fin-
barr's in the SE Systems Sen-
ior Championship semi-final
after a close encounter with
Glen Rovers In Castle Road,

Innkscarra will be the first (o
atlmit that they'll need a big im-
ﬂnﬂmﬂnl ;ca;:‘dﬂatmw bt

ving not a champion-
ship game In six woeks the rusts-
mess may now be behind them.

It was an uninspiring open-
ing half firom boih sides. Look-
ing jittery and stale the dis-
tribution from both Glen
Rovers and Inniscarra was
poor. Rena Buckley picked up
Glen dapger woman Katie
walsh and the flicks that mihe
her such a successiul defender
were still evident. Nuliifying
the Glen's top scorer from
play In this year's champion-
ship contributed much to In-
niscarra’s three point win,

A low-scoring opening half,
(-1 aplece at tho bréak, three
points from play from Innlsc-
arra and two from the Glen
Eﬁlgnmised the struggle that
i & wis poing through,

1t did look as if Inniscarea
were that bil stronger if thew
got flowing and mere of A
seoring threat.

Inniscarra came out with
the strong but swirling wind
Et Ltrm'rii{uhm;“ itlic E seml_;i:}

alf. me p upa

alt itrihuﬁnn ak times
Wi5 waywand, Inniscarsa
leoked to be pulling away on
two occasions but twice the
Glen came back bringing an
element of sexcitement to an
otherwise game that falled to
1iwe up to expectations.

An elght minute purple
patch saw Inniscarra hit 1-4,
tho goal coming from an as-
tute finizh by subsiiiute
Treasa McCarthy, her intro-

High-flying Inniscarra player Alleen Sheehan jump
Hﬂnﬂmdmd team-mate Erin Loanay.

Inniscarra nove on to
the senior semi-final but
will need to be better

ﬂn'ﬁrm':lidiﬂla.iﬂamﬂdmmw
1

oyer the Glen's
Pioture: Ger Boans

SENIOR CAMOGIE

® Linda Melllerick
duction ai half time having a

hig lmpact.

T“nur poinis from play from
Ellen Murphy (2}, who was
starting to cause the Glen
problems, and Clundia Heampe
and Inniscarra led by double
scores. The Glen lsoked in dis-
array as itall started o go
wrong. But the free taking
stick of Donise Luby hrnul_eiht
the Rlackpool side back. Her
forth ninth minwie free cawght
the Innlscarra defence
mﬁpl.n:asshn mattled the net

n inspiring Joanne Casey
podnt steadied Innlscarra
again and Clara Ring's goal
ity 2ix in Jookoed fo be thinixl
in the coffin for the Glen. But
aftain they refused toogo away
and a top class strike from
Mora O'Riordan browght the

e jon L
- | 2 3
ey defenblvely gave AwaYa Mellerick

needless free in injury time
aned Casey mdde 3 2-11 to 2-7.

The Glen attacked ferocionsly | Courcey Rovers 2-15
but Inniscarrm weathored the — 2.5
storm conceding & fnee oul on Doug |
the wing which Luby con- | THERE was no denying Courcey Rovers a
verted and it was game over. | place in the SE Systems Senior Cham-

I::uwlhlh;l!u Tlh:i?-l'uﬂ-ﬂ.ﬂm
141, E Muiphy 0-2, A O flagan 01,

pionship final after an impressive 10-point
vietary over Douglas in Castle Road.
Courceys' defensively were excellent,

N O Rioran 10,8 e et 2% | how they worked the hall out of trouble
NS CARRA: § Waish, A O'Regan, © | IMDTESSIVE. Thelr distributicn is always
Looney. A Kavansoh; C Kasss, B Buck. | MEan I, their deliveries intellkpent.
ioy, HJﬁ'ﬁumrrF: L o -tcﬂ-y;' And inside, their forwards provide the
mﬂwﬂﬁhimﬂtml i NCGEESATY.

Two fust hurling sides deliversd an ex-
citing opening quarter and you wouldn't
have seen ten poinds in |t at the finksh at
that stage but the all-round m of

O Skvae | Cotaran; T Mt EE“”’ -.H-EE: h mmdm!-'
L : ; Dou the g

Whrpihy, K O Salivan. L N 1 ements but it was Courceys that went in
Dﬂuﬂnﬁhﬁhﬂm four points to the good at time and it

Salbi A WaBacn tor K Oruian (3]

Psterss: Ancrww Lackin - Balparvan | 7O have been more only for three bril-

liant frst-half saves by Jessica Kavanagh,

In=ide the opening minte, before Doug:
las had time to catch thelr breath, Linda
Collins had (1 ball n the back af the net.
It ws the type of ball she loves, bead high
whiere she caught, turned and finished
Sl d-to-end, and just

Play was pacey, end-to , AN |
point separated the sides af the quarter
hour mark. Courceys were getting more
from thedr attacks bul still just s goal sep-
arated the shides ag both went at it hammer
and tongs, The teams wore level on 21
mminutes after the gripping hand of Alicia
Cromin again came to the l’ulre and she
gave goalkeeper Sinead O'Rellly no
chance,

Fiona Keating was having a storming
game af centre . her seiring rins,
circulation and accuracy splitting the
the field. Dxitiglas defonce. Collins, Keating and two
Picture: Ger Bonis | froes from Jacinta Crowley gave Rovers a

mnmﬁmﬁumnmﬁ.;ﬂﬁwm

Courcey’s
class pays off

deserved half time lead, Jessica Kavanagh

having made anather acrobatic saveon 52

mml:mnk&epbﬂu:]aﬁ within a fighting
AEE,

A classy Christine 0'Nelll zcore inside
twenty seconds of the restart £ 7]
fovers intent on reaching thelr second
senfor final in the club’s history. Linda
Collins, difficult to manape, struck fwo
more either side of a Katrina Mackey
point amd when Donglas won o free on 38
minutes, such was the run of play the
tatter kend no option but o go for a goal.

Even though just six points separated
thom at that stage this game was only
going one way, Mackey's shot was blocked
qndl with it Fovers confinned to impress,
The movemant of the rs, how they
spruwd the play to find those in a better
pogition, the pin point accuracy of those

asges, saw them push forther ahead.
pating hit another three, Collins s
ono as a ten point gap opened up.

Eept battling bot ﬂ““ﬂ“r’,:._.“
gver at the three guarter way mark. They
mmde Full use of their bench and drove on.
Another Mackey free made the net on
sixty one minutes bt it was Rovers and

Courcey Rovers Sacirse McCarthy tussles with Douglas’ Katelyn Holland fo

Camogie semi-final a
Picture: Eddie OHar

i R R S -
pOSSEssion.
Picture: Bddie 0'Hare

Linda Collins that capped off a great team

nce in style, biasting a shot to
the right of Jessica Kavanagh, giving her
no chince,

[t was an impressive bour by Rovers
amd on this display they'Il b hard to beat,
But ﬂﬁ; been here before and one im-
agines N keep thedr feet firmly on the
ground this time arcund.

For now thoy're inte another final and
they'll walch 5t Finbarr's and Inniscarta
next weekend with keen interesi.
fioomns #ar Councey Fovens: L Coling 24, J
04 (03 £, 0-1 453, F Koating 05, Esmaar O'Redly,
bl -1 sach
Deusginac B WAackmy 3.4 [1-1 §), A Coumin 1-1,

RONERT: § O'feaity. C K Kachano,

Ior © OYMedl {534, E Maguive fee Lot
e Ceolling

DOURILAS: J 1 E Rawasagh, & Curtin, 5 b
mﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ.:mu.ﬂm: kA Muiror ey,
© homnan: K Holare, I6 Mazkey. © 5t Laoger, J Whits, &
Cramin, A Loa.

Suba:  OMahoon for 4 Leo (4. A Wl for © 51
racrary (561, E MeAteiws

Tgharess oo Hergaan (ileann ra Lsad)
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Ballyhea in the SE Systems Intermediate Championship

semi-final,
Picture: (s3vin Browne

McCarthy and Hea
ruleroostgsBaIIyI'lleYa

struggle to
ﬁ%ﬁgul 2-25

AS THE scoraline aug:a:-l:s

this was a bridge too far for

last season’s Junlor A cham-
Ballyhea

The stronger, more exper-
enced Aghabullogue totally
dominated from the early
stages of this SE Systems In-
termodiate seml-final in
Castle Road,
gmh; all sectors, the Mid-Cork

were of tap.
j  Up front. they had the effec-
tiwe Clona Healy and Ciara
MeCarthy, who were more
than a hand full for an over-
worked Ballyhea defence.
They picked off seore alter
soore amd found (heir players
with some excallent passing
moves that ultimately re-
S xtunilog ek
WeTe g
of [ the mark with Niamh
Barry-Morphy and Julle Tar-
rant points inside the opening
minutes anj"jlw i Gill'[:
signnllﬁ g:il: intentions as
they went at the Ballyhea de-
femce, At the end of the first
quarter, they bed 2-4 1o 0-1, the
second goal coming from

With Emma Flanagan,

ﬁmﬂiﬂ ng r.hnHtﬁ
sirong along

half-back inethey cut out any

moved Ballvhen made,

At midfigld, they wan vital
possession. and getting it
through the lines to Healy and
McCarthy tlmwjir Were on ti.
At the break with Jane Foley
and Ciara Harty having got
through for Ballyhea points, it
was Aghabullogue having
played against the strong

o 0'Connell gets away from
il-l“'ﬂ"’u away o

compete

INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

wind who led 2-8 to (-3

Through the second half,
Ballyhen contimueed to battle
Thard bt the gap n standards
was evident but all credit they
nﬂerﬂﬁve wp, as Aghabul-
logue added to their tally with
17 second-half points.

Julie Tarrant, Emma Flana-
gan and Robyn Martin all got
on the scoreshest as Cliona
Healy and Ciara MeCarthy
continued to lead the way,

Rachel Harty added a Bally-
hea point from late free as Ag-
habullogue went safely
through to a final meeting
wi keane whoe will no
doubt present a hage chal-
lenge to their aspirations of
lifting the title.

Egorers for Aghabullegues: T Haly 1.5
(-3 F 01 85, C -5, J Tirand
0=3, E Flarsagan -2, A

Murplyy 0-1pach.

W Bary- | Enniskeane

Enniskeane’s Sinead Hurley is tackled by Fr 0'Neill's Sharon Murphy during the

SE-i-'.{ﬂmﬁrlllt Intermediate hI

p semi-final.

O'Brien has

# Mary Newman

3-12
3-8

Fr 0" Neill's

Ballyhea: R Harty (), G Harty,J Foley & | B N ISKEANE had to fight to the finish

AGHABULLOGIE: L e
refi M Comee, Eﬁﬂmh

WKEI&: J Crowiey,
mfnq;u e
Suba: B Cotter for A Basrett (20). M

mmam&mm
for N Eﬂﬁwm for &

before victory was secured in this 5E
Systems Intermodiate Champlonship

- E Foley, B Baret: & | 2emil-final clash in Castle Read.

Desplte having dominated the early
stages, having played with the aid of the
strong wind, Enniskeans led by two

ts at the break as Fr O° 5 settled
and got into the game.

Plaving with a lot of confidence,
L Dundon, M G nmlﬁ

‘s took an early second-half lead

BALLYHEA: &
u-nnfﬂ:t;-wmc bt in the fnksh, it was Enniskeans that

Caral, L
Dundor; E
Johrson,
e, |

Suba: K Cronin for & Oundon (31). 1

Hmry for 3 OrLaany [45), W Haaly e T
O'Bullvam (45}, A g%ullluﬁ tor ©

Johnnan (50, O Mormssay for © Haty | bringing off a

51).

Rirlaros: WETaaT Wakaoe [Rghad)

Ballyhea's Jade
ure; Gavin Browne

. Coomtey i Many:dFewt.® | made it through thanks to two Daire

Fr D'rﬂ?lli":& goalkeeper Nicola Nagle
was superb all through and she denled En-
niskeane with the first atfack of the game
t-blank save from Orla
Cronin. With Cronin (45), Sinead Hurley
and Tara Shechan on farget Enniskeans
opened up a three-point fead inside 10
mﬁl:ﬁlﬁ:ﬁi Cullinans had one back for Fr
O Neill’s before Clodagh Finn tled tha
gides wp with a superb goal.

Enniskeane's response was instant
Tara Sheehan had them on evel before 5i-
nead Hurley hand passed to the net after
Orla Coughlan had infercepied a short
pu}:;: out and offlosded an axcellent pass
1o Hurley.

Hith Cronin siretching their advantigs

from play Enniskeane held the u
hand and again Nagle denled i::nugilﬂ
with a polnt snve and the first water

break Enniskeane held a four-point lead 1-
6o -1,

The closing 10 minutes of the half be-
L b v lans,
without y [rom Keelag 3
Clara l::;ﬁ:émrmtud ﬂln-cﬁ.a.uh Finn hard
the ‘

c?nnn trm?:mnwrmnfmtumm En-
nlelkeans a 1-6 to 1-4 inberval lemi,

Oin the restmption Fr D‘Halﬂ‘s_gﬁr;':
dream start with Culllnans ediing t

Keane edge

Fr 0'Neill’s Clodagh Finn hammaers home her goal against Enniskeane.

into the lead hand passing to the net after
she collected a long Yvonne Hurphd'.' do-
livery and with Sarah Harrington acdding
a point it was all Fr O'Neill's. E

Holding thelr composure Enniskeans
dug deep Tara Sheehan had two-point ina
row before Cullinane and Crnninmmad
paints as the sides were again level. With
their defence holding a tight rein on the
Ennizkeane attack Fr O'Nelll’s pushed
forward and they hit the front again when
Cullinane’s long-range free from almost
m&dg'l 2% Eﬂ the l::quura and booked to

o it

Fushing to extend their led O'Nelll's

went four clear with a Sarah Harrington

ng.
i Cronin hit one in reply and with her
now o roving win-
nin;uplulnl 1l aroand the mibddbe.
Daire O'Brien switched from defence to
attack and proved to be hand full and she
Tenal the shdes bevel before the second waler

hreak.
Cronin edged Enniskeane fhead with a
pointid I'l‘!'.'E!;EI'?d vﬁh 18 minutes remain-

0

ing the game was there for the taking.

Twiee Maghe again denied Enniskeane
before Cronin converted a free to put two
between tle gides before a second O'Brien
goal with four minutes remaining gave
Enniskeans breathing space.

O eill’s battled back with Finn denied
by Eate Corcoran, Kate Harrington hit

for O Malll's but in the finksh Ennis-

s just about edged it thanks in the
main to O Brien's two second-half striles,
Grosers bor Ennlskeane: O Ceonin O-7 J0-4 1, 01 45,0
CBriar 2.0, T Shashan 0-4,8 Hurlay 18,
Fro Madif s K Cultinang 2-3 §, G Firn -0 ([0-8.1), 5 Har-
ringion 02, ¥ Hamingion © O Dobarty 0-1 sach.
:umau;nm xms W .n. n, € Mybin Ime.n:
m"t!'mu; 5 O'Drscoll, E G Brion, © Cronin; O
Cacgtian, § Hunay, T Shoskan,
E_nm@m?hnm:m. € C Doncvan for
FR OHEILL'S: H Hagl: € MeGmih, 5 Mophy, L Lo

%E F‘&L“EM% .:nnm', E

e R Ok ot
Redenea: Calhal Egan (dilen Bowsts).
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Enniskeane’s Sinead H

urley is tackled by Fr O'Neill's Sharon Murphy.

Enniskeane aiming

to

put heartbreak behind
them and take crown

Poudi
. m
SUMDAY fs a big dng for En-
niskeane and Aghabullogue
s they go in search of the SE
Systems Intermodiate cham-
shibp title and o promotion
to play at the bop table in 2021,
wated in last season final
Enniskeang have battled hard
to again reach the decider,
down through the vears have
had their fair share of
disappeintments and they are
hopdng this will be their year,

They have shown hupe de-
1ermiﬁtlm1 anel a‘];l.md]i to got
avier the fimishing L.

In their opening game, th
overcime the challenpo of Bal-
Ivhea before going on to defeat
Blackrock in a game where
they fought back from being
ten poinis in arrears to win by
:E.'a. Th!ﬁ;ﬁ"ﬁm hﬂ.:tiddl:u shs:w

£ BAME ng ton Sat-
urday last as they overcame
Fr O'Neill’s in a game where
they dominnted the sarly ex-
changes but allowed them-
ﬁl;m fiall b-ahhmrl %ﬂl crodit

showed huge spirit to get
back inio the game and carve
ot a win.

Cork senbor Ol Crondn isa
huge plaver for them and et
drive and determination has
helped 15ft them when thimgs
are going wrong.

Ldﬁni ot atl wing forward
she moved ont around ihe
feld and holped win ball and
Bel it b their inside line whem
the switching of Daire O'Brien
from defence to artack
it n;gﬁéﬂtrh s:rntn aIu Eli:a
grabbe e two goals t

Aghabullogue will have to
plck wp Cronin and ensure
i her down as shelsa
key player for Ennlskeane,
Danielle Carmoll, Louise Dasg-

fian. Tara Shechan, Sinead

urley and Eimear O'Brien
are &I}M&Jhu have im-
pres n cnmpaign and
they would dearly love to fin-

ally got over the i
Aphabullogue are no
sirangers to Int title

snccess, they were crowned
champions in 2002 and went
up to Senion B grade but (n
2018 the Senlor B grade was
abolished and they found
themselves once again play-
ing intermediate.

They reached the final in
2018 but lost out narrowly ta
their Mid Cork neighbours

Elng

_Thoy are & well-balanced
ot and have beon impres-
give sinee their opening roand

B Mary Newman

clash with Watergrasshill
notching up a/'2-15 to 1-5 win,
thizy went on to over Carrign-
line before defeating Ballyvhen
in one gltes semd-finad on Sat-
urday last where they were
too strong for last season's
jll:l.inrlq:l l:h:tmpicll-;lls-

n all sectors they possess
plavers of hige ability the ox-
cellent Chiona Healy who has
steadily impressed at inter
county level with Cork minor
and Intermediate sides and is
now 4 member of the senior

panel has been one of the
players who is hugely influen-
tial for Aghaballogue.

She is be Jolned by the
ofually impressive Clara
MeCarthy, who is alse a
player who has stood out

this campaign, Emma
Flanagan Julle Tarrant and
Robyn Martin have alse been
on target for them but the
main thredat 1o Enniskeane
will come from Healy and
McCarthy and I]gl will need
o be able to contaln the twin
threat they will pose.

Ennizkeans will necd two
{ast defenders totrack tha Ag-
habullogue duo, Healy lined
out at Mol forward last wee-
Eend but she iz a plaver who
willl roam and win possession
and hir finish {5 superh as she
showed lnst weekend notching
up 1-10 afl but threes points

coming from play,
Clara ME&:[I]}' did like-
wise 1.8 from play a good re-

turn from centre and
it wrdll beer Int eressting to sen will
Enniskeane line out with
Daire O°Brien at centre back
s tlu:ﬂ- did lost weekend bo-
fore they redeployed her to
theémﬁ:ﬁ where she
gra vital goals that
saw them { =

It’s a big call now for them
o make do they start O'Brien
up front where she was hugely
effective or have her at the
heart of a defonce that is
bound to come under huge

pressu,

Eoth sides have Impressed
to date, Enniskeane without
doubi have had the harder
e

o e ha -

Uil

ghabullogue have had
B el

BACH o

comfortably they can expect
the biggest test on Sunday as
Ehnnjshmr.- hidl ti
the ghost and be cro
champions,




ENNISKEANE

FRO'NEILLS

SANDRA CORCORAN
REPORTS

ENNISKEANE are back in the
county intermediate camogie

final - but, again, they didn't |

make it easy for themselves.

In last Saturday’s semi-final
against Fr O'Neills at Castle
Road they were six points down
at one stage before they rallied.

Ajded by the strong breeze
Enniskeane got off to a great
start and scored three points —
from Orla Cronin (free), Sinead
Hurbey and Tara Sheehan — be-
fore Fr O'Neills hit back with
I-1. Ennizkeane respanded
in style, After another Tara
Shechan point, Sinead Hurley
scored their first goal, followed
by another Oria Cronin point.
It was now 1-5 to 1-1. Three
points in a row from Fr O'Neills
brought them back into the
game, though Cronin did add a
point for the Carbery side who
led 1-6 to 1-4 at half time.

Fr O'Neills raced out of
the blocks in the second half.
Keelagh Cullinane goaled to

push them abead. There was |

little berween the two and after
40 minutes it was level, 1-9 w
2.5, but then Fr O'Neills hit a
purple patch, as a goal from
Keelagh Cullinane and three
mere points sent them six clear.

Enniskeane didn't panic. Orla

Cronin pulled one point back |

before Daire O'Brien goaled,
and Cronin was on target again
from frees to bevel. It was Enn-
iskeane that finished stronger
with Cronin on target again
while Daire O'Brien struck for
her second goal.

Laura Mannix showed great
leadership for Enniskeane
throughour. Others to play well
were Danielle Carroll, Sincad
Hurley, Aisling O'Driscoll and
Siobhan 0" Driscoll.

Cooners

Enniskeane: O Cronin 0-7 (41,1
45} 00 Brien 2-0: 5 Hurey 1-17
Shpehan -4,

Fr OMefis: K Cilinome 3-3; CFnn,
1-1 S Harrington 0-2, C ODoherty,
K Harrirgton 0-1each,
Enniskeane: Kats Coscoran,
Lostse Duggan, Celine Myhan,
Enile Scarnell, Emma ODriscod,
Dindetie Carmoll, Alsling ODriscol,
Daire (O Brien, Tar Sheehan, Lalrs
bdannix, Ermsear OErien, Slobhan
OOrscol, Oria Crondn, Sikead
Hurley, Orla Coughlan, Caitlin

O Do, Dizircire Brownie.

Fr O'Maills: Micola Magle, Clam
MAcGrath, Sharon kar piy, Lucy
Lawtan, Acle Higgins, Yvonne
Muepivy, Rachel Steghe, Saran
Harrington, Emily 0'Keetfe. Ciaire
(1 Brien, Kt Harrington, Dele

Mz Convhig, Aot Dualtin, Kayta
O Rioian.
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is playinga
starring role in
Enniskeane’s
bid for glory

| BY KIERAN McCARTHY

IT'S seven years since Orla Cronin and
Enniskeane won their last county adult
vitle —and the Cork star feels the wait for
the next ope has gone on too long.

They've come close in the years since.
In 2017 and 2019, Enniskeane lost coun-
ty intermediate camogie finals, both
times 1o neighbours Newcestown.

Mow they're back in their third inter-
mediate decider in four years, deter-
mined to go one step further this Sunday
when they take on Aghabullogue in
Ca}nl:ﬂmd, Mahon (4pm throw- . &
. 1

'] can't believe it’s seven years Ei§
gince we won the county junior SR
A championship in 2013.
[t feels like it was just
the other day but a lot of
time has passed since,
and we've come 1o close
to winning the interme- 8
diate in some seasons
and in others we haven't
been close, Cronin said,

“You learn from defeats
but you can't dwell on
them cither because you
need v move farward Too.
Of course, they hurt and
that motivates you because
we know what it's like to
. lose o county final and we
| don't want to fecl like that
| again, That will drive us on.

In 2013 Cronin was a rising teenage
star, already on the Cork senbor panel,
when Ennigkeane beat Wartergrasshill
by 12 to 14 in the county junior A
fina). Cronin and Cohad lost the county
final by one poknt after a replay in 2012,
but came back the fellowing year 1o
win it.

Against Watergrasshill in 2013, En-
niskeane conceded a goal after 29 sec-
onds but they stayed calm, regrouped
and kicked on. Seven years later, the
Enniskeane camogie team still doesn't
panic when backed into a corner, as
evidenced in their recent championship
wins against Blackrock and Fr ONeills.
In both games they found themselves in
a tricky spat, especially 13 points down
in the quarter-final against Blackrock,
but they rallied to come through both.
That shows their guts, character and
spirit, but Cronin knows that they can’t
afford to let Aghabullogue build a lead
in Sunday's final.

"We did go down a few points against

Fr O'Neills bat it wasn't a8 severe as

g, the quarter-final against Blackrock,

shie said.

It's something that we need toac-
knowledge going into Sunday’s final
becanse we can'tafford o givea
team like Aghabullogue a lead
because we will be making
RS life very hard for ourselves.

| Tt's something we will focus
* in on and that we have w0

change. We need to keep our
foot on the pedal and do what
we do best.
*  'It's been encouraging that we
4 have heen able to come back
. against Fr O'Neills and Black-
rock and finish the games 50
strongly but we can't do that

Oria Croninis akey
player inthe Cork
attack.

‘| think the dedication and the
desire to fix the mistakes that
we havemadein the past has
beenvery evident this year, so
hopefully it works out for us’

all the time either. We can't let the same
ghruation unfold again.’

It"s no surprise that Cronin is leading
the charge for Enniskeane, The Cork
eentre forward hit 1-11 against Bally-
hea, 0-10 against Blackrock and 0-7
against Fr O'Neills. Her inter-county
class shows at intermediate level and
this year, because of Covid-19 pushing
the inter-county season to later in the
year, she has been a lot more involved
with Enniskeane - and she's boving it.

*I think every county player will agree
and say it's been brilliant 1o be able to
spend more time with their club this
season, and I feel exactly the same,’ four-
time All-Ircland senfor winner Cronin

said.

“It’s highlighted too how the GAA
should Jook to make it two separate sea-
o, one for elub and one for county. It
might mean it’s a longer year but I think
there are definitely ways that they can
keep them separate,

“It ks made this year a lot more enjay-
able for myself, and 1 have been able 1o
spend time with my club that | wouldn't
have got in the past. It's been brilliant to
be able to dedicate the time to the team.

“There are girls there that 1 have
played with all the way up and now |
am getting the chance to play with the
younger girls who are coming through
and that's been really enjoyable. I've
seen the talent and the potential that is
coming through and it's really encour-
aging.

Enniskeane have momentum behind
them, but they have been here before.
In 3017 they lost 1-13 oo 3-4 against
Newcestown in the county intermediate
fimal. Last season, the same opposition
beat them by a single, agonising point.
=910 2-8. Will it be third time lucky this
Sunday? Cronin hopes 20,

“The girls have been playing unbeliev-
ably well this year. We have acknowl-
edged things that we need toimprove on
colbectively, Every year that you haven't
been successful you have to take things
on board from that,” Cronin explained.

"‘One of the silver linings from this
year is that we have been able to have
everyone together, dedicated to the
team. Having everyone around has
helped morale and we are all working
towards the same goal.

*It’s been a nice journey for us tageth-
erand it's great to get back into another
county final. It gives us a chance to rec-
tify those lesses that we have had in the
last few years.

| think the dedication and the desire
to fixx the mistakes that we have made in
the past has been very evident this year,
s hopefully it works out for us

Fingers crossed, Enniskeane’s luck in
county finals will change this Sunday.

ENNISKEANE'S JOURNEY

In Round 1, Enniskeane beat Ballyhea by 4-19100-9 with Sinead Hurley [2], Orla
Cronin and Tara Sheeban miﬂwhmmﬂﬂacmnhhdﬂ. Sinead
Hurley (2-1), Tara Sheehan (1-4), and Laur Warnix, Siobhan O'Driscoll and Eimear

o Brien {0-1each),

Against Blackrock In the quarter -final Enniskeane won1-18 10 2-13, with s0ores
frorm Orla Cranin {0-¥0), Sinead Hurley (1-1), Orla Coughtan and Laura Marnix (0-2
each), and Tara Sheehan, Darebe Carroll and Elmear O'Brien (0 <Jrach) -
Enntskeane Beat FrOkels iy 3-11o T B inkrst wookend s semi-fnal T

o Pl e 1) st



Rovers back
in county
senior final
for second
time in three
Seasons

BY GER McCARTHY

COURCEY Rovers will contest
this year’s SE Systems Senior
Camogle Championship decid-
et following an impressive run
i the final.

The Ballinspittle club powe-
ered past Douglas in last Sun-
day's semi-final and will find oat
their county final opponents
ance 5t Finbare's and Inniscar-
s last-four clash is completed
this weakend.

That Douglas win followed
a 28 o 1-6 defear of 5t Cath-
erine’s and equally impressive
314 to 2-6 wictory over 2019
Intermediate champlons Mew-
COSIDWTL

Team captain Karyn Ke-
ohane is a vital member of
Courcey’s set-up and, similar
i every camogic player in the
country, is glad w be out play-
ing the sport she loves in such
challenging tirmes,

“From our point of view, the
main thing this year was just
petting back out to play camo-
gie, the Courcey Rovers cap-
tain said,

“If someone had mentioned
to you last March that we would
eventually be back playing club
championship games, you
would have thought they were
mad. That's why, last week=
end, heading into the Douglas
match felt ke bonus territo-
ry, just getting out to play in a
cownty semi-final.

‘Reaching a county final is
massive, but, as | said, just be-
ing able to play any camagic in
the middle of what's going is
bonus termitary”

Keahane and her team-mates
being able 1o train together for
a profonged and uninterrupt-
ed period is one of the main
reasons Courcey Rovers will
contest this year's county sen-
por championship decider. Hav-
ing a settled squad and regular
champi games has clear-
Iy benefited Rovers during a
dominant campaign.

‘Having our inter-coumn-
ty players available for every
traiming session and all our
matches has been o huge ben-
efit to the team,” Keohane said.

*The intensity they bring to
our training has been hugely
important. That has driven
all the other players on. The
chanee to mark an inter-county
player during a training session
means everyone lias had to up
their effort. It has definitely
made a big difference to us this

Yiar,

One of Courcey Rovers most
natable traits in qualifying for
the county final has been an
even spread of scorers through-

one step closer
to senior glory

‘Reaching a county final
Is massive, but just being
able to play any camogie
inthe of what's
going Is bonus territory’
- KarynKeohane,
Courcey Rovers captain

out the duration of the champi-
anship. Last weckend's semi-fi-
nal defeat of Douglasis a prime
example, Linda Collins (2-4),
Jacinta Crowley (0-3), Fiona
Keating (0-5), Eimear O'Reilly
and Christine O'Neill (0-1 each)
accounted for the winper's 2-15
tofal.

Gone are the days of
Courcey's being over reliant on
the likes of Keating or Sacirse
McCarthy for the bulk of their
scores. Rovers are a far more
rounded side now and, as a re-
sult, will pose multiple attack-
ing threats against cither the
Barrs or Inniscarra on county
final day.

If you are relying on ong
scorer then it Is very easy for
VT OPPORSHlE Lo counteract
that,” Keohane pointed out.

“That's why having six scor-
ing forwards is such a huge
advantage. The forwards,
midfielders and backs have all
benefited from regular games
this year, though. This year’s
championship is complerely dif-
ferent to previous ones simply
because it is all ddub before the
inter-County starts.

‘Previously, we would have
played the first round of the
county at the end of July but

b
against Douglas last Sunday.

mightn't have played again until
the end of September, depend-
ing on how the iner-<ounty
teams were doing. That's an
cight or ten-week gap where
you are not playing any club
gmunru'ainimnuquad.

“This year, we have had a
match every second weekend
and that has been brilliant. ]
think this format is something
that should be considered for
furure championships. It is
definitely the way 1o go and
helps gel (club) teams thar bt
pare becaese they are able 1o
trainand play ona more regular
basis.

I have found that it is easier
to stay focussed and ralse your
intensity at training when you
know there is another match
right around the corner.”

— ? 3

Keating fires

Keohane doesn't know which
opposing club captain she will
be standing across from for the
pre-match coin-toss prior to
this year's county final. But that
doesn’t matter as the thought of
winning a senior championship
medal alongside the friends and
team-mates she grew up with
iz all the motivation Keohane

requires.

“It would be a bit of history,
wene we 1o win a senior cham-
pionship, as it is only the second
time that we have reached a
county final Courcey's captain
concluded.

"Honestly, it woubd be a mas-
sive, massive achicvement for
our club. It would keep all the
younger girls coming through
interested in playing the sport.
Seeing that they too could one

1

mh&nm—ﬁd _
[ Photos: Trewoe PRchett.

day possibly reach a county fi-
real and represent their club at
the highest senior grade would
act s motivation for future
generations.”

Kilbree finish very strong to book final spot

KILBREE will take on Aghada
in the county junior C camo-
gie final this Saturday evening
in Castle Road, at Spm.

So far, the Carbery club has
defeated St Fanahan's, Innis-
carra, Ma Piarsaigh and Kin-
sale on the road o the final,
and they will leok to continue
that winning streak.

Kilbree defeated Kinsale
by 2-12 to 2-3 in the county
semi-final in Ballinacarriga
Ins1 Sarurday. An carly goal by
Caoimhe Murphy and points
by Grainne:0'Brien, Aoife
Dullea and Mairead Crowley
gave Kilbree a good start,

JUNIOR C CAMOGIE

However, Kinsale came back
inta the first hall with some
fine points of thelr own. Kil-
bree led at hall time by 1-5
1o 0-3.

A sluggish third guarter
meant Kinsale had a one-
podnt lead just before the
second water break. Maire-
ad Crowley scored a lovely
point o leave the sides level
ar the water break. The final
quarter was one of Kilbree
dominance, Another goal by

Canimhe Murphy and further
peints by Mary Murphy and
Mairead Crowley guarnnteed
Kilbree a place in the county
final.

Kilbree's defence was out-
standing throughout the
entire match led by Sinead
O Dopovan and Aine Crowley
and closed off all of Kinsale's
seOring opportunites in the
final quarter and actually held
Kllbree scorcless in the final
quarter.

—
=

(SLSESSREINS L

the Kilbree tearm that defeated Kinsale In the county junior C camogle sermi-final,
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Douglas’ Chise St Ledger

is hooked by Courcey

last weekend, This time, the junior A and junior C finals take

Fhcture: bddle 0'Hare

Finals weekend likely
to result in close
and exciting games

TODAY in Castle Road at Spm.
Kilbree and Aghada will meet
in the 3E Systems Junior C
final while fomorrow. Hew-
townshandrim and Tracton
hattle it out for the SE Systems
Junior A title at 1pm.

Firstly, we take a look at the
}:Lurne:.' Hilbres and Aghada

ve made to reach the Cfinal,
competing this season {or the
second year at adult level.

Aghada will relish an op-
portunity to take the title for
the first time.

Last year, they lost oul to
Blarney in the junior C final
by a paint, 16 to 0-8, and they

ywill be hoping to get it right
this time out. They got thelr
campaign off to a great start
with & victory over a strong St
Calum's and they went on {0
avercome near-neighbours
Midleten before aceountin
for another East Cork clu
Eilleagh to reach thiz after-
noon's decider.

They are a young side, the
majority of whom were
mermbers of the minor B win-
ning leame toam in 3015 and
with players of the calibre of
Ali Smith, Eve Rose Boylan,
Lauren McAllister, Mary
Leahy and Alne MeGrath,
they will be hoping that the ex-
perienced gained List season
will stand to them.

Kilbres were 13-a-side jun-
lor champions kast season and
they have made the step up
this year to junkor C with lnge

confidenos,

With o lot of cxperienced
players in their sides, they
contested this championship
with huge confidence as thoy
got off to a good start with a
win over 5t Fanahan's, they
bada win over Ma Plarsaigh in
their second pame before
going on to'a semi-final vic-
tory over Kinsile,

Heather Brimble, Kate
{*Donovan, Caoimhe
Murphy, Malread Crowley
and nne Sheahy will lead
they guest to bring the tithe
hoime.

Mewtown and Tracton meet
in the 5 E Systems Junior A

Illnnl tomarrow at Spm in
Castle Road and in all prob-
pability, & lot of pisople would
not have bet on these belng the
last two standing from the
original 12 that started on
uly 24, All eredit to both sldes
they are deservedly thore and
lel'.ll. both having defented fan-
mmmmm
they can both hﬂdﬂrmﬂ
they face the final §

___CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

Tracton have taken a lot of
fancied scalps along the way.
Banteer were defeated in
round one before they knock-
ed out favourites 5t Vincent's
Hml feil to them at gquarter-

nal stage.

This was a game that had 1o
g0 1o rel-.tp;:r to decide the
winmner a an injury to St
Vincent's Amy O'Connor with
seconds remaining saw the
game abandoned befors the
arrival of an ambulance.

At the time, Tracton were
leading by four points but
under camogie rules the game
had to be replayed where bwo
points separated the sides at
the fuli-time whistle, The
extra game stood to Tracion
and on Sunday Last, they were
full value for the 3-2 to 2-5 vic-
tory over a strong Ballinas-

carthy.

They are a very fued
unit with several of their
players having given the club
Ehusu service :}E:m rhl;:nulh

£ VeRrs, Jenn [-:ﬂ'H: CO-
timues o find the range and js
deadly accurate from placed
Balls 50 the Mewtown defence
fieeds to be disciplined.

Mary MceGuinness, Aaife
Kiely, Chloe Castleton and
Jennifer Klely will be to the
fore for the South East girls.

Mewtownshandrum have
battled hard through the last
few yvears to get thelir club
back on track and there is
huge credit to them to be in
the Junior A final. Many of
thelr sidez would have en-
joyed huge success with the
chab in Fears gone by and thei
dedication 1o the cause is still
ag bright as ever,

They lost out in round one
{o Ballinora but re-grouped
andl overcame the same
nents in & semi-final where
they proved way bo strong as
f ran out 11-point Winners.
In between, they overcame
Barryroe, Sliabh Rua and
Btbow and t wore ready
for whatever o threw
at them,

Cliona O'Callaghan, Redsin
Twohill, Katie Conghlan and
Mariah Reidy are vary -
ance players and they have
shown huge determinathon to
reach this final.

A close encounter 15 16 store
E::Pﬂm o e @ great

Linda
Mellerick

SATURDAY
Sonior Champilonship semi-final
Inmiscarta v 5t Finbarr®s,
Castle Road, 2pm
AT FINBARR'S or Inniscarra should be
preparing for a county final this weekend
bait Because of the postponement of Glen
Rovers-[anlscarra two weeks aga we find
ourselves at second semi-final stage,
Courcey Rovers already through,

It's o pity the winning team and their
club have just a week to prepare for a
final but that can’t be hel amnd at this
moment in time, getting to that final is the
priority.

Inniscarra of codrse are aiming for
their fifth final in & row. Hat-trick
winners from 2016-2018 they lost to Sars-
fialds in kst years decider and are back
in contention. Seme going.

Inniscarra were knocking on the door
far sooner than 2016 but fiell to the sticks of
champlons Milford in 2013, "14 and '15.
Thiz Is a very experienced side that has
eame through some amazing tight batthes
over the years.

Much aof the 2016 victorbous (eam e
mains, some went through retirement,
work, travel or injury over the past few
years. Others fell in, youngsters grew,
players returned and that makes the con-
sistency of Inniscarra all the more admir:
ahle.

Aoife Kavanagh is back after injury.
Joanne Casey has refurned from abroad;
Miamh MeCarthy s out with a ACL Injury
and ks & big koss,

Young Elayura. have stopped Into thi
fray. Clandin K{?;neﬂmu;mng ﬂhmﬁ.
the opposition for the past fow 82as0n
now hias a starting slot and she made full
usze of that last weekend. Ellen Murph
b A

] ria have a roaincked side

The players back boning this panel for
many years include Caitlin Looney, Re-
boecea Guigley, Rosle O'Mahony, Rena

Reaching out
for the final

Buckley, Katle O'Mahony, Alleen Shee-
han. Er ih.nm-our“i-.“h Troasa H:Carl:‘:ma}-mﬁ
Hiamh I th. A vory sirong

reven if last Saturday's guarter-final
ﬁl‘]‘ gvier Glen Rovers didn’t set Castle
Road alight

It wasn't com Ingency, Inniscarca

knew I would have a hard fight on
their hands against the Glen. There was
just a lack of championship action very
evident, It was like an opening round for
Inniscarea such was the six-week gap be-
tweern thelr twe champlonship games and
over the years it was always easiest o
catch Inn In their opening fixture,
They shenld perform about 30% better
thiis weekend.
T s i thal e Droy.
againsto 4 .
ressed encouragingly and have umpmt
between their teeth,

Both defonces are strong. 1t°s the Barrs'
strongest division with a very competent
poalkeaper and full back line, who have
stood tufl this season, and a daunting half-
hack line of Meabh Cahalane, Gemma
OFConnor and at fimes, Lyada O-Connall.

The latter has been sponding much of
her time around the middle of the park,
Rachel Finn ably flling In er slot with

0 Connell pushing forwiard, which is what

Inniscarra’s Aileen Sheehan makes a determined strike past the Glen's Allsing Wallace.

Picture; Jim Coughlan

the Barrs need. Despite three
against Killeagh, whe on paper

%u«uls
ad a
gtrong defence, there is a need at this
stage to got a strong return from all for-
waris

Substitutes Eimear Ryan and Ella Wig-

~ginton Barrett are strong introductions

and arc sure to be sprung sgain from the
bench. Ciara Golden, Orlaith Cahalane
and Emma Olden can produce the goods
and nsed 16 be confldent of doing so.

Meabh Cahalane may well plek up
Joanne Casey, leaving Gemma i concen-
trate more on her own game or pick up
Claudia Keane, who's run's down the
midle caused e Glen a 1ot of problems.
Ellen Murphy. Miamhb Dilworth, Treasa
MeCarthy also noed wa.l.ul'dnf.

I'm fot 80 sure Innlscarra will place
Rena Buckley on Keeva MeCarthy, They
may leave that to another depensdabde de-
fender such as Rosle O Mahony and allow
Rena play & more attacking game from
half back. :

As mentloned both defences are SUrong
and 1ts what forward division can pen-
octrabe best at aither end,

Attacking half-backs and midnnuilglm;n
picking off scores g it is
?_ﬂm a vital part in b



inniscarra players celebrate Ellen Murphy's goal against 5t Finbarr's.

Jrphy goal
sends Inniscarra to the

Crucial Mu

county final past Barrs

Inniscarra 1-11
5t Finbarr's 0-11

GIVEN the clozoness of this
SE Systems Sendor Champion-
ship semi-Tinal tie in Castle
Road on Saturday a goal was
alwiys going to be the dechd
ing facior,

And so it came (o pass from
the stick of Innkscarra’s Ellen
Murphy on 52 minutes which
cifectively sealed S5t Finbarr's
faith despite the fact that they
had the gap hack down Lo o
three minutes kater. But great
defensive play and foo poinis
from Joanne Casey, who had
gone off infured at half time
and returned on 48 minutos,
pud Inpnlzearra through to
thelr fifth final in & row,

inniscarra started the
brightest and by the seventh
ekt were four points to e
good, by four different
plinors, y

51 Finbarr's played two in-
2ide forveards aod two oukside,
erowding midfield and their
half back line. Initially with
Rena Buwckley standing alona
between thoze two lines it
looked like that could b a mis-
take but such was the inpelli-
gent dolivery by thelr outfield
players bt was working a troat.

Omnce the Barrs settled they
mMoved some great hurling. De-
fensively they were supeérh
and-with the speedy Inside
full-forward duo of Rachel
Myvers and Oriaith Cahalone
the sides wore bevel on 18 min.
oS,

Seares were hard o come by
but that didn’t take from a
highly competitive gamo as
play swung end to end on a
gloriously hot day. As pre-
dicted both delences wera
strong with the guestlon who
was going o pot more from
their forward division.

mmlmmmmmwﬁm

AL
® Linda Mellerick

it seemed as if the Barrs
were making the most head-
way, showing t spoed and
criting that bit more space,
Inniscarea were equal in their
possession bt over played it
it times and ran into a 5t Fin-
barr's full-tsck line who were
excollent.

The Barrs finished the hatl
seith twio poimts to Jead 046 bo 0-
5 and had the first two of the
rostart. But Inniscarra whe
wiere loaing the battle in their
half fiorward line and mkheld
siarted to gef a grip nond hit
three on the trot to level
Lo s,

Finbarr's seemed to go
more inte defengive than at-
incking mode as they left In-
niscirea with a free defonder.

Good work by Casey to
Ellen Murphy saw the latier
surronnded bl finish to the
net and desplie the Barrs of-
forts, Casey and Dlworth (45)
kept the polnts ticking to give
them a hard fought viciory.
Scorors bor inniscarra: G Heans 01, E

Whuapiry 1=2, J Casay 03, K O hlabamy -
1, N Dibworih O3 (02 1 0-1-45), T

Hﬂc.ﬂz (1 54 Finbaem: K MoCarthy
0-4 10-3 1. O Cahalarsy 0-3. 1 Wiyoes D2,
@ OConnor 02 ).
:‘"'?““i“a*;*ﬁm““;: Kesbnags A
wikloy, g wanngh,
A O'Maha

Shoohan, o CaEaay, K
.tmtlaﬂ.JWE
Mgy, N Diwodth, T MoCarthy,

Subu: A Keane for J it inj, E
[y l:llr.}mﬂ'bmh' G
Ring (483 5. Finbars: C Halay: §

A 3 ;W Cahalane,

] 4
Subs: E 'Wiggkn 1oh Bamstl lor E Diden
32, G Cahslane oo C 14T, E
Fymn for R Myors (#8], H b G
Goican (52

Rl Cathal MeARiter - Aghasa

Enniskeane players celebrate Mrmmwmhmﬁmmmmmmmwumm

Enniskeane

Pievure: rents Minibang

B Mary Newman
Enniskeane 1-16
Aghabullogue 2-8

ENHNISKEANE put tho heartache of losing
[asf vear's intermediate camopgie final be-
hind them as they Anally buried the hoo-
oo and were crowned champlons on Sun-
day afternoon.

Aghiabullogue made the better start in
thiz SE Systoms Intermedinte champion-
ghip final at & sun-drenched Castle Road.

‘I'wo points on the trot from Acife Twg-
mey and a Cliona Healy pointed free had
thom settle into the momentum of the
game before Orla Cronin had Ennis-
keane's opening score, pointing a free on
thirteen minuates, g

Dalre O Bricn bl the sldes tied up on
geventeen minutes after work from
Tara Shechan and af the witber break
it was -2 aplece.

Enniskeane did have a sniff of an open-
Ing goal o ten minwtes but Miriam Cotter
bent Orla Conghlan to a superbly deliver-

il bl aml elesared o safiely.
On the restart o had to ab-
sorh a'tot of Ennlskeane pressure and an

Eimear (XBrien point in the 17th minute
Emﬁtuia]mm the lead for the first time
tha

Orla Cronin stretched it (o twa as
the Aghabullogue defonse continued o
sonk i a lot of pressare,

Wwith Laura Mannix Tara Shechan and
Dralre O°Brien doing huge work for Ennks-

keane they uwﬂlalruumdm.
They constantly found Orla Cronin

with semi gool and e Cork sen:
for ﬂarutulfdpunﬁwdm aver-worked Ag-
habullopue defonse ns she strotched §
lead to three points before converting a
chose in fres to madie it a four pednt gap.
They continied o enjoy the better of
the seeond guarters exchanges and at the

fnterviel Enniskeana lsd 0-7 10.0-2,

On the resumptlon, Enniskeang kept
tha o i defence
Orla Cronin polnted

o e,
Aphabullogue replisd with & Cliona

Ennkskeane captain Kate McCarthy Nifts the Nano Nagle Cup.

‘Healy pointed free but Enniskeane con-

Htaesd mﬂE_nHH the upper hand as they hit
the next SOOTEE.

Oria Cronin pointed a froe before she
sot up Snead Hurley for an Enniskeans
gl on thirty seven minaies.

Leading the way Orla Cromin hit thres
without reply and as Auhlhullﬂ_ﬂlrt
battled to get into the contest Julie Tar-
rant and Maebh Ring hit rlﬂllﬂ but still
Enniskeans were in

Orla Crenin continued to cause prob-
tems for the Aghabo defence with

W ts in-a-row b abullogue
mﬁﬁrﬁmam: H}‘.:imhf paint
set the on the road for o fight ba;

Winning a milrﬂ;a_ won't for goal
Tt mmﬁanm:! b am Enniskeans
defense but they continied 10 press and
o ls from Ella Foley and Cliona Healy on
sixty ane minutes led to a nervous closing
minutes for Enniskeang but with Orla_
Gmnh'lludhitht'l:f‘lhﬁ thwarted the

rally with Ermmu?juiﬁluu_m
s e the tile was golng West a is-
keane with compete at the top table in

Picture Deni Minsbane

Sl .

Aghabullogue will be disappointed at
losing out but they will learma lot from
their campaign as did Enniskeane who
have battled 2o hard over & number of
s to take this title.

Orla Cronin was named The Echo
Flayer of the Match after leading the way
for her club with a suparh as she
notched up 13th points of their talby.

Beorers for Ennlelesss: O Cronkn 0-13 | 08 sl 5 Hus-

ww.nnmﬂ Emhmt BT mach.

Aghstbuliogue: C Healy 10 | 0-318), E Folay 1.0, J Tar-

rant. M Fing. A Twomay 0o aach.

Ennlskesna: K Corcorme: B Seanced D Caroll, ©
A O Deimcall, E ODempcoit; L Dugpen - L Manni,

ErQrbinen | 3 0°Dnsood . O Cronin. E BN ; 5 Huslay

Coughlan, T Shastan

(]
Butws: D Browne for 5 O'Drisced |17), K McCanhy o i,
Cridene-

K
160, =
v g S Hiurbary' (8305
o

e gy g
Cottor ; A C 3
Vot b4 Teeterory. C McCarthy, J Crowtsy, J Timand, C
Bub: A Wasin foe W Bamy-biuphy (42

[Pt ol g | Jlan Arvom)
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Inniscarra edge Barrs in

Fun in the sun as brilliant Enniskeane daim Cork glory

Inniscarra -1
St Finbarr's 0-11
Eoghan Cormican

A gtrong final quarter show-
ing advancesd Inniscarra on
Saturday to n fifth conseentive
Cork senior camogie final,
Next weekend's decider
against Courcey Rovers is a
tepeat of the 2018 decider,
which Innlscarra won.

The vandguished Bares will
leok back on this seml-final
with sizeable regret, the ity
sbde failing tnuElush an after
opening up a three-point ad-
vantige — 0-8 to 0-5 — five
yminutes into the second half.

They would manage only
one further score from play in
the remaining 25 minutes of
action and were outscored 1-6
o Ok duﬂn&rl‘d.ﬂ. period.

Parking the resnll momen-

tarily, the game was a superh
advertisement for elub camao-
gle in Cork. Referee Cathal
MicAllister allowed as much as

.-_.i'

It was third time lucky for Enniskeane as they aven Lxdﬂu 2017 Ild 201% county intermediate camegie final defeats when overcoming

thriller

Eatie O°Mahony shoving
them four in front after seven
minutes. The Bares sotiled
thereafter and Innlsearen
would wdd m:ﬁr one further
point to thoir frst-half fally,
that a MNiamh Dilworih free,

The Barrs, in o bid to curb
the influence of Rena Buckley
at centre back, played the
wings to great effect, with Ca-
halane and Rachel Myers
traubling the Inniscarra full-
back line. Myers,-Cahalane,
and Keeva McoCarthy were on
tarpet in nudging them hto a
0-6 to -5 interval lead and
whike they widened this gap at
the bireak , they were unable to
keep thelr noses in front in the
closing stretch,

Seocers M Iankicannac E Murphy 1.2;
H Dehvworth (03, D=1 45%, J Cassy [0-3
ddach]: K O Mahany, T McCarthy, C
Koarss §3-F cach)

|mmmswmnqmnnn
Kavanggh. A loy; A Shoohan, A

Butkloy, R O K Orklahainy, J
Cagay: J Hum G Baana: E

aibla to let proceedings Aghabullogue by 1- 16to 2-8in yesterday's decider. Orla Cronin was the standout perfermer for the winners, hitting fivefrom  sawphsy, 3 Diwonh, T WGy
.Hecouldn't be accused of  play and six frees. She also set up Sinead Hurley for their goal. Piﬂ.ut:[mﬂm Subn: fﬂh 'j' hml:: mﬁ
being whistle-friendly, a com- Casay A Casy
pa;..jm larly throwy at ca-  while, for Inniscarra, Rena  had a hand in the game-decid-  session up the field, with Ellen  daughter of Niall, and Gemima 20 s 0y ot 1t Canstams 6 0o
i cials. But]-[!e:.r mmpad up slgnil‘l- ing goal and also chipped in  Murphy providing the finish,  O"Connor (free) cut the deficit  noc A Finec L O'Conrns, A Shannon; ©
E.gm had fine indlvid- cant ball second pericd.  with two late points. The green Mag moved last  foa point but a pair of Casey  Geldes, E Diden, C Sagent; O Cahal-
ual showings from corner- Joanne Casey deserves men- The ‘s only poal came gear 's beaten finalists 1-8t0 0-  points edged Inniscarra a0 KbcCadhy, Bt Myers.
back Aoife O'Meill — what a  ton (oo, the Cork sen-  on 54 minutes, from a scorabls. 8 in front, guite a turnaround  acrass the fimish Hne. E”“'hfc:‘“ HHB;:“ For ?”"E'
battle she had with Ellen lorwithdrawn athalf-timebut  Barrs free which dropped.  after finding themsolves 08t0  The winners made much :‘H:Erlwl-hmm r wpecs (NT);
Murphy in the frst period — when reintroduced after the  short at the other end of the  0-5 in arrears earlier in the the brighter start, Clandia sa4
and young Orlaith Cahalang, second-half wabter break, she  pltch. Innkscarra worked pos-  half. Orlaith Cahalane, Heane, Murphy, Casey. and  Relerss: G ScAllster c
'1 e
I %

]1'-

Enniskeane are gomg up!

captain Kate McCarthy lifts the cup after they won the

mmmwmwmm :Seapages 2-3.
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Heroic
Enniskeane
banish final
defeats as
they capture
county crown

ENNISKEANE 1-16
2-8

AGHABULLOGUE

SANDRA CORCORANREPORTS

RELIEF and euphoria all rolled
intoone—that's how it felt when
the final whistle anncunced En-
niskeaneas cotnty intermediate
camogle champions at Castle
Foad kst

Relief thar, at last, Enni-
skeanewon this title, having lost
twoof the previous three county
finals. Euphoriathat all the hard
wark paid off, a county tithe was
heading west and Enniskeane
were heading to the senior ranks
im 2021,

“To be playing with this group
of girls that have had that heart-
ache ﬂu‘m’!hﬂjﬂm it's brilliant
for. the club and the team that
wee e Boing up senior and going
1o play at a level that we know
we ane good enough to play at.
It was a long time coming, a
delighted Enniskeane caplain
Kate McCarthy told the Srar
Spart Podeast this week.

While Enniskeane
reached the summit ol the inner-
mediate mountain, they didn’t
miake it easy for themsehees in
the final as Aghaballogue rallicd
with two late goals but the Car-
bery side had bullt up enough of
a bead 1o withstand this come-
baick.

This was herole from Enn-
iskeane., They had heroes all
over the pitch, Emma O Dri-
seall, Alsling ODriscoll, Laura
Mannix, Louise Duggan and
Danielle Carroll were all hugely
influential, as was player of the
mateh Orka Cronin, who helped
fire her club to the Nano Magle
trophy amd a place at sendor level
for 2021, Mot only that, but En-
niskeane also have the Munster
series to look forward to early
next month so the adventure
Esa1'L oveT yet.

Aghabuollogue got off to a
great start with two podnts from
Anife Twomey and Cliona Healy

€ THE HIGHLIGHTS

Emniskeane plinners
celebrabe their county
intermetiate camogee

final triummph againes
Aghabullogue on Sumday,

o

" (free). They also had four wides

before Ennigkeane opened their
aceount with a paint from an
Orla Cronin free. Tara Shee-
han levelled with anather point
following an Emma ODiriscoll
interception. Enniskeane then
toak control, and points from
Eimear O°Brien, Tara Shechan
and Orla Cronin (3) had Enni-
skeane alead at half time, 0-7
-2,

Om the resumption Cork star
Crontn added two more podnts
before Enniskeane struck for
their only goal. Again, Cronin
was imolved as Sinead
findshed to the net in the 3Tth
minute. They were in command
and led 1-12 100-5 at the second
water break,

Cliona Healy was Keeping
Aghabullogue in touch but
scores from Cronin and Orla
Coughlan left the West Gork
team firmly in contrel, 1-14 to
-7, and powering to ghory.

Aghabullogue then hit a
purple patch and two goals in
o minute, from Ella Foley
and Cliona Healy, followed by a
Healy free feft just three points

Our Stas it's Fred 1o bk parst Ol Cronin wha shorwed Per class with
an Ti-point haul and drove her team on to glory.

Star moment: Sinead Hurley's 37thmimnute goal for Enrdskoane pushed
thabemy el aead and g thism a cushion they needed later on.
Tallcing polnt: After losing twa of the previcus three finals Enniskeans
deserve huge credt for regrouping, going againand winning the

Intermediate champlonship,

i m-ﬂmmmmMWamuMaﬁh

between the sides. Enniskeane
didn't buckle though. Instead,
they hit back with a brace of
points from Cronin 1o seal the
win, while goalkeeper Kate Cor-
coran also stocd firm between
the posts.

‘Resilience is something that
we have in buckets, explained
captain Kate McCarthy.

*We've shown it over the
years. We are a team that loses
by a point, and we got so close
(in previous years), and 1 think
we had resilience this year,
there was always a belief that
we would rurn it around.’

And Enniskeane did turn
it around. Third time lucky.

they're now county champions

and are heading to the senior
ranks nexd SEson,

"We can’t wait to see the draw
for next year. We want to be
hurling at the top level. Wewant
1o o ap and be competitive, and
we have the drive and the belief
to pewer on, McCarthy added.

This victory wis alsg a great
wany 10 commience ceélebrations
far the club’s 25th anniversary,
The Enniskeans management
includes Anthony O5ullivan,
Dermat Curtin, Elaine Alyward
and Brian Daly helped by Sandra
Copeoran and paramedic Ciara
Whyte.

Soorers
Ennisieane: Orla Cronin 0-T1 (61
S Hurley -0 Tarm Shechan 0-2E
€1 Eirien, D/ 0¥Bren, O Coughian 0-=1
e

Aghabulloge: C Heaty =4 (21)

{50], Lauren Comoran for E O8rien
{56, Caltn ODoncwan for Hurlsy
{557, Carpling O'Donovan for

E Foley 3-05 C McCartiny 0-2; A
Twomey, W Ring 0-1each.

Ennisheane Kate Coroomn; Colne Coughian (55),

Mythan, Ctanieile Carrol, Lousa A gl diogiee | eah Cooney
Duggan: Emma 0D ool Kellie Cagtmbe O'Conrel, Miriarm Cotter,
Coannel, Alsing ODv ook Laun Eireann OPShea Emma Flanagan,
Mannb, Sinead Hurley; Elmear Joanne Croveley, Meadhbh Ring:
O¥Erien, Orly Crenin, Dare O'Bren: Kathe MCCartfry, ERa Foley, Aoife
Siobhan D Drscol, Orls Coughian, Tweamiry, Brid Cotter, Clara

Tara Shassenan. MoCarthy: lulle Tarrant. (liana
SubeDoirckeBrowne for 00riscoll Healy, MizehBarry Murphy'.

(15}, Kate M Carfthy for Scannell Referee: Cathal Egan (Glen Rovers)

Three reasons why

Enniskeane are champs

RESILIEMCE = After i defeats in the previous three finals,

in 2017 and 2019, Ennskeant showed impressive resolve and
character 1o corme biack again this season snd take that next step
Captain Kate McCaniy has spokenof the beliel i the team this
year and they backed that up on the pitch. Intheir quarter- final
they traid Blackiock by 13 points before coming Dack 1o win
That's imperesshe by any standands.

CLASS ACT — Dvia Cronin showed hir ter-county class witha
player-of=the- raatch performian e inthe courty firgd She Sooned
=T Inchuding five from play. inthe four champlonship games Cronin
racked up 1-29, She has loved being abide to trainfull-Bme with
Enniskeane these past few monthsand bath the besm and hersell
Bhe 0w reaping the rewands. Their go-to player

stoodup, 3ain.

YOLIMG GUNS = Humbers ane good at
the el this year, and they fislded s
second adult team for the first time foo.
and angther pasites i the wave of
talerted young players coming
throwgh. Elmear O Brien, Dalne
OrBrien, Sinead Hirkey, Tara

R
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® Linda Mellerick

IT"S a repent of the 2018 county senior
carmoghe final,

Twenty-four months ago, Courcey
Rovers had a tremendons :nmpai
and reached their Nrst senbor I‘l.n:ll
the club's history.

They faced county champions In-
niksearra who were reaching for their
third tile in as many years. Inniscara
wofl, 1-13 o 05,

It was 2 hard lesson for the young
Rovers side,

Mike Bolamd i and coach for
the past thres years alongaide seloc-
tors Kevin Hannon and Jeey Gal-
lagher. and Shirley Moloney who
stepped in this year, have put in tre-
mendons work to get Conresy™s ck
into another final.

There are others who have also
st in 1o fened & hand and Mike is
thrilled how well they all work to-

her,
“Wie all pet on very well as a manage-
yment team. Thankfully we're nearl
abways in the same frame of mind an
not pulling against each other.”

Rﬁhtth‘ls o 2008, Mike says the oc-
jcassion got the better of his team.

“The occasion got to them (players).
Inniscarra two years age were coming
off winning two counties, into thelir
third final and the boltom line iz that
experience stood.

“%We started well that dagy, we got the
nrsl two soores but Inndscarra grind

they stay in the game and a
E;’tuﬂmu'mlslhm day didn't perform
:ﬁmw been throughout that
C

ionship.
“] think nerves, our first Wﬂ'ﬂ'tlf
final, they were very necvous and

showed beeanse at times things hap-
pened that didn't happen throughout

the
Wehadvmntge league the year be-
fore (2017}, and after winning that,
with a trophy in hand, T thooght that
wiz might be able to kick on but | think
the oceasion, the national anthem
being played, things the girls had
never experienced bofore bly got
to them.
“Buf that's not taking away from In-
nimm they do what they do well,
furmed up, they played to their
standard anr.l eyl turn upon
Eunﬂ:r minllhemrgisamemf
“They'tl have their gh standard,
the difference I would
Sunday i that we muld. furn nl;;“m
the hi :rtan-:lani Wi 0E 3

g fon,
"Tldng-sam going well and I'd just
be hoping we can transfer that onto the

field ut any frills or circus that
surrounds it."

In 2018, with such a young side at the
time many felt that it nﬂshl L0 2000
for Courcey™s

As it turmed out the final didn’t go
their way anii here aro agiin
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""'Hiﬂr'nre}'a htnmmdmeiuwlun&u hetter aver he past
& group they're more mature, 1 think

Courcey set f
2018 final repeat
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Courcey Rovers' Grainne Ha the ball from hfh]lﬂ#ﬂmthﬂm{uﬁmmmgnmiﬁwhlp
semi-final at Castle road. pROas o 5% Fhctuare: Eddie 0 Hare

@@| think it has the
makings of a cracker

of a match. It's David
and Goliath

Treasa McCarthy,
'lhilimm{ut Senlor

even the younger glrls that have come
in, Fiona Keating was only 17 at the
time (2018}, Saoirse McCarthy was
nnj{ll'?_ they were very Yoing E_r]n
“Pinda {Collins) was 22 We had
e s e
age of 17 to very gto
go into your first county final.
tl 5 mun‘: or less that same team,
maﬂba one or bwo changes. Lorraine

through chased by Aisling Shannon af St Finbarr’s in
am M:::m:g Picture: Denis Miniharie

“She's a great leader on the field for
us, Jacinta (Crowley) is back injury
nﬂandthul'suhlﬂplmﬁ:r s too."
And hig thoupghts for Sunday ano
thiat it is going to be very close.
“Inniscarra in firness to them, lets
3;1 v fhem credil. Last Sunday you i be
inking the game 1s going against

“T'd be hoping we' IIpullnl perform-
ance. The years go by and you might
never get back to a eounty final. We're
Tucky that we were able (o keep moing
and be back hers again.

=This is nothing new to Inniscarra,
the hoettem line is they know
what's coming Sundiy. They | be pre-

“"l‘hay dug in and they got the most . “We know what's coming Sunday.

important Hme  We've seen their lagt two games

In B first year out of minor, mtmﬂtﬁa&r’:ﬂﬁmm against the Glen aril the Barrs. We

ﬂuﬁ Ve beaten. know ‘erth Eems had o sneak o

n hﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬂ %Lﬂﬂ‘ H-l‘l n;aﬁhﬁﬂ;w -ﬁnﬂn&lhmhﬂhhﬂtllﬂim

- mh""“*mfm.,.“ arra it the ones in the (inal,

T By o T pave.a

back; driving Courcey’ “They 3 %wﬁ o F#“ makings of a

T o massv o e Mo e o b NG g erachr ey 10D ot
R g i

inth. 1t's one of those matches 1 fhink
whers overyome s wal mm‘"
Courceys Hirn up or are:l:n
gt s they nenally are

years.
*Thay kmw how to win and 2ome-
0 can't buy that experience In
# how lowin Hght games,

'Ehc & very mature and has gof
H two years. Thisds  tmes

probably thie st Py seen her. know



= Mary Newman

INNISCARRA camogle manager Kevin
Murphy ks looking forward to another
senlor county final on Sunday against
Courcey Bovers in Castle Foad.

Having been involved with the senior
team in the elub for the last five vears he
has seen the club win three senbor county
tithe in a row baet he has also experiencesl
the heartbreak of losing out in kst vear's
fimal to Sarsfields,

He iz a very experienced mentor whoe
hixs been invelved In the GAA all his 1ifo,
having worn the colonrs of his beloved In-
NESCATTA SiNce A YOUng age.

He knows success doesn’t come ;
Kevin is the first to admit ow locky his
side are o be contesting the final after
having to batile with all thely might to
Twlel od T the hunge challenge of Glen Rovers
In their quarter-final outing and then St
Finbarr's in their semi-final where the
cime away with a goal vietory in bot
837 We are thrilled to ha

“We are 1 fo have got aver the
line in both games and be in another final
and fo be honest we know how Iucky we
are bo be here,

“Both 5t Finbarr's and Glen Rovers
ﬂthﬂl us to the limits and could easily

ve foree extradime up to the very Inst
puck of both gpames and we hed 1o eall an
all our resources o see us through.

“We won both game by 4 gonld and it
shows just how clese the game in this
champlonship kave been, wo have had to
eall an all our expertence to make it to the
final bt now we are (here we are concen:
trabe on the job in hand and the challenge
Courcey Rovers will pose.”

The job in hand iz a big one and having
lost out in last season’s final to Sarsficlds
Inniscarra know thi challenge they are
facing as Courcey Rovers bid for their
first semiore ehtle,

“Courcey Rovers are a good feam, they
were in the final two yvears ago and they
will have learned a 1ot from that, they
have beaten good team to reach this final
and they are there on merit.

“Thity were oxcellent in their quarter
final against 5t Catherine’s and the semi-

Inniscarra captain Katie O°'Mahony and manager Eewin Murphy speaking after their side’s victory over 5t Finbar's.

Murphyready
for final push

Aoife Kavanagh of Inniscarra racing downfield with the ball chased by St Finbarr's players.

final outing against Douglas and we know
it will take & hoge effort foom us to take
the tile"

Playing in their fifth fnal ina row isa
hige achiovement for Innlscarra, they
lost ont tast year as their bid for four in a
row was quenchoed and Kevin acknowl-
edges the hurt from that defeat will hope-
fully drive his shille an.

“Yes it was hard to Jose out lnst year in
the county final but Sarsfields were hun-
gry for success and no doabt Courcey
Rovers will bring the same :!ha]]mﬁu o
Sunday but hopefully we will have
learned from bosing oul in ket yeir’s final
and go one better (his year."

Kevin knows his charges will battle to
the finish and has every confidence in
thelr ability,

“We really have had to fight to rench
this final but in the w didn’t panic
wi simply held the and kept works
g sy and b camg t for s,

“The experience in the sides helps as
well apud with players such as Rena Buck-
ley, Treasa McCarthy, captain Katie
O'Mahony, Jeanne Casey, Rosie D'Ma-
hony and Niamh Dilworth there ]nd!ﬁ
the way the younger ones respond

-

Looking back on the cmlnnsh!p
Kevin expressed huge sat n at the
whole competition, It bas been a great
mm&hmhipand there have been some
BE t games that wers all very closa
and it = good for the game to see thie "

The Inniscarra conveyor belt of players
keeps producing excellent young players
mnihu:dnr this year h:!‘nareﬂmﬁe exception
with a few younger r}pmgup

i to join the senlor panel and with the
clubs Junior B team contesting the county
ﬁn%n“ﬁamnlﬁ' it o barsy weekend. '

. great to have 5o mmrpl?'en n
the €liib and to bring a fow of them
through each year to the senkor panil and
1 suppose they keap the rest of them on
their toes and keep the pressire on them.

o lmiuniu-r B team are in the final as,
well and all the games have stood 1o them
and we are looking forwand now (o what
Wi hu:npamllb-a:lsuctmhﬂmtmdhrr
onr club.”

On Sunday Kevin §s join by fellow selec-
tors formar Cork and club star [rene
O'Heeffe, Martin Murphy, Joe O'Herlihy
anetd copch Ger INnan as they bid to bring
the tile back to Inniscarra. |

McCarthy draws
Inspiration from
O'Nelll resilience

Eoghan Cormican
‘I-ifarc a theught for Miamh
1OmrTow

Instead of lining out for
Inniscarra in the Cork senior
camogie final, McCarthy is
confined to the sideline and
rale of spectator,

The Injury preventing her
involvement is the craciate
ligament tear she endured
dhuring the opening minotes of
Inniscarra’s first challenge
Bame post-lockdown,

Rotten luck, savs vou,

Indeed, but you've not
hoard the half of it yet.

MecCarthy, who only re-
cently turned 24, % far mors
familiar with the dreaded
cruclate injury than sameone

hier ape ehould be. The fear to
McCarthy's right knee in
ey July, wou see, wasn't her
first cruciate injury, neither
was it her secon

“This is the third time T've
done it.” she savs with a
rather heavy and totally
understanda uslgift

MeCarthy was jusi 14 when
ghe first tore the cruciate
ligament in her right knee,
The Iinﬂ.t!ﬁmulﬂn‘t ve been
worse, injury befalling her
b wintks Inniscarra’s
2011 All-Ireland senfer club

. Mﬁ!lﬁmkﬂ?ﬂk

Eipile ner young age.
eCarthy was an integral
part of the team. It was her
gpoal which Fawd the way for
their semi-final win over
"'"'ﬂ'}n.f ' Danovan Fossa,

“Missing ont on an All-Ire-
Land final in Croke Park was
to . she recalls =1 went
and had surgery, but the knee
wis giving me trouble the fol-
lowing yoar so [ had (o have s
second operation. I was out for
a year and a half in total.”™

Litthe over two months after
returning to the pitch,
McCarthy tore the cruciate
ot intired wserr

v L wag 14
and didn® play again pro
until I was 19. It :Mkﬁ¥
yeurs to come back from bath
cruciade bears,

“It was incrodibly tough to
get back after both injurles.
Mentally, it was quite drain-
ing. .I.F‘II']]IJI'I the second one
wint, T was saying to mysslf, /[
dom't even have n good knes
now’. There were times when 1
thought, ‘there is not a hope
I'lt come back from this”,™

Bt return she did.

Having eased herself back

Paths to
the final

COURCEY ROVERS

In towards the end of 2015,
there follownd three seasons
bevond her wildest dreama,

Innizearra won three coun-
ty titles on' the bounee from
2016-18, MeCarthy™s club form;
earning her a call-up to theo
Cork panel. She was at full-
forward for the 2017 All-Tre-
Lind final win, coming off the
bench a year later as she pick-
ed up a second Caltie Crogs, |

“If you said to me when 1
was 18 or 17 and trying to
come back after the second
crueiate fhat I win three
county championships in-a-
row and two All-Irelands, 1
woild have laughed in vour
face, Tt is way more than I
coulil have ever ]

And despite this latest sat.
back, McCarthy is far from
ﬂone.ﬂ?ga "II"JILI;‘“ the final
G ar rmacy degros
toatay, roar on her team-mates
tomorrow at Castle Road, and
then go under the knife an
November 11 with a view to
getting back on the pitch for
he 2023 season.

“My Inniscarra team-mates
are some of my best friends,
’:I;huzf mhu;]r.; r«:“;:f; I wanied

come i g cam
after the first two uﬂuﬂes?j:i;
they are the be wiho will
drive me on during my next
period of rehab, 1 am only 25
noxt year. There is no excuse
nat for me o eome back,

“Cork footballer Colm
O'Meill text me in 2011 and
told me to keep the head up. I
ean’t belleve almost 10 voars
an, I am in his position and
s o iy

« e CRrme CH from
three and hopefully T will too,”™

SURNY SIDE OUT: Miamh
injury front but she's staying positive,

MoCarthy memu-nuru_ﬁ.

Pictune:



Dual star
Keating

ison the
brink of

i
&, =

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

FIOMNA Keating didn't have
much time to celebrate West
Cork's recent county senior
foothall final triumph.

By 1ipm that Saturday night
she was at home in bed in Bal-
linspittle, with her thoughts
wrestled away from the football
celehrations and focussed on
Courcey Rovers' county senior
camogie semi-final the follow-
ing day.

There were less than 24
hours between the final whis-
tle that greeted West Cork's
breakthrough victory against
Mourneabbey at CIT and
Courceys’ emphatic camogie
semi-final win against Douglas
at Castle Boad. In between it
was about rest and recovery.

“It was an carly night for me
after West Cork wan the county
final; the 19-vear-old dual star
said.

‘1 passed my driving test a
few weoeks ago so | was able o
leave the foothall celebrations
early and drive home. My club
(Courcey Hovers) means so
mch to me and [ wanted 1o be
right for our semi-final.

"When I got op on Sunday
moming, 1 went down 1o the
reach and put my legs in the
water for 2 bt 1 went for an-
other sleep at 12, just so | was
well rested.

She was due to work from
Sam to Zpm that Sunsday morn-
ing at her bocal Centra in Bal-
linspittle but understanding
hosses gave her the time off,
so she could recover for the
second half of a bectic weekend,

Keating played the full,
energy-sapping final against

Mourneabbey. Physically and
emotionally, that was a tiring
game as West Cork won their
first-ever senior county title
againgt the team that had beat-
en them in the previous two
finals, She had switch from that
te her club’s camogie semi-fi-
nal, and, again, she lasted the
full 60 minutes against Doug-
las and scored five points from
play, as Courceys returned to
their second senior final in
three seasons.

1 felt good in the camogie
semi-final, but it did hit me-in
the last ten minutes, she sakd.

‘I was playing in the full-for-
ward line with Linda Collins, it
was just the two of us in there.

- In the last 10, 15 minutes they

tried bringing mee out wing for-
ward, but I lasted about two
minutes there because my begs
were starting to cave in, 50 1
went back into the full-forward
line for the last ten minutes.”

Two huge games, two big
performances and two mas.
sive wins that leave the current
Celtic Ross West Cork Youth
Sports Star on the verge, of a
unigue double - county senios
foothall and camogie winner's
medals in the same season.

In October 2018, Keating
lined out in two county sen-
for finals on the one weekend,
within 25 hours of each other,
but both ended in heartbreak.
On the Saturday Courcey Rov-
era lost their first-ever coun-
ty senior final appearance to
Inniscarra and the following
day West Cork came up short
agalnst Mourneabbey in the
county football final replay.

But now she's on the brink of
a senior double, with the foot-

Sapf. Zoia

ball tithe residing in West Cork
for the next 12 months.

It was such an incredible
feeling to beat Mourneabbey
because they're the best club
peam in the country and they've
had it over us in the recent fi-
nals = but it all just came o
gether, Keating said.

“We trained a good bit this
year, more than normal, and be-
cause there was ng inter-coun-
ty we had more time for West
Cork. That gave us a chance to
gel more a5 a team and not just
a division. You could see that
this year in our matches, that
we played more as a team than
a division, and I think we all
trusted each other more and
that had a huge impact on each
other,

“You could see with the cel-
ehrations after, cveryone was
absolutely delighted.”

MNow, her attention is on the
camagie final, against familiar

ithon, as it wis Inniscarra
who beat Courceys in the 2018
county decider.

“Two years ago when we ol
to the final, | was only 17 and
dida't have much expericnoe,
bt I'm two years older now and
alot more experienced so | fecl
in a good place, and 5o does the
whobe team’ she said.

“We know now what it's like
to get to o county final, to play
in one and to lose one — and we
don't want 1o experience that
again. We want to win and we
want 1o get into the Munster
SCTICS,

Keating can also draw on the
experience of West Cork’s re-
cent 4-9 1o 2-12 football win
against Mourneabbey ahead
of Sunday's.camogic decider

‘Tvealready playedin
four county finals so that
will help me and it will
help the teamas well

against [nnisearra.

*Youlearn abot when you lose
and vou never want 1o be back
in that position,’ explained
Keating, who lost sendor foot-
ball finals in 2008 and 2019, as
well as the 2018 camogie final.

I've played in three county
senior finals in a row with West
Cork and that will stand 1o me.
[ know now what it"s like to win
a county final, whereas with
eamogle most of us have only
played inthe one that we lost.

‘Even when it comes to deal-
ing with nerves before a big
game, I've already played in
four county finaks so that will
help me 100 and it will help the
team as well!

In 2018, it was Courceys first
county senior final, Tt was all
new to them. But they're two
years on in their developmient
and theyre a betier team now,
They™ve shown that in wins
against 5t Catherines (29 w0
1-6), Newecestown (3-14 1o 2-6)
anel Douglas {2-15 1o 2-5).

“We're a team that is very
even, our backs are as strong
as our forwards —and 1 don't
think many (cams can say
that, said Keating, who
was named the

West Cork football ace hoping to fire Courcey Rovers to senior camogie glory

2019 West Cork Youth Sports |
Star off the back of her All-lre- |

land minor success in both foot-
ball and camogie last year. Her
tabent has been recognised by
both Cork senior camogic boss
Paudie Murray and Rebel foot-
tall manager Ephie Fitzgerald,
as Keating is in with both sen-
bor squads. On top of that she's
also starting callege next week,

toughest
test yet

IF Courcey Rovers want 1o win
the club's first county senior
camaogie championship title
then they need to beat the team
that dashed their dreams in
2018, Two years ago Inniscarra
beat Courceys by 1-13 1o 0-5 in
the county final to complete the
three-in-a-row and also break
Courceys hiearts. That was the
lntter’s first-cver county senbor
final but they were tanght a
Jesson by the Inniscarra outfit.

Inniscarra’s 1-11 o O-11
semi-final win against 5t Fin-
barrs last Saturday means they
are back in a ffth consccutive
final, and Courceys know they
have it all 1o do this Sunday
afternoan in Castle Road when
the pair clash at 3pm.

Ellen Murphy scored the cru-

| cial goal for Inniscarra against

studying Maths and Business |

in the Mary Immaculate Col-
lege in Thurles. Busy times as
always for this talented teen
who is one win away
from firing &b
Courceys S
to glory |
and com- &3
pletimg ¥
her

Flona fires over another point
in the semi-final win against Douglas.

the Barrs, while the former
champs were also tested in
their quarter-final = a 2-11 1o
2.8 win against Glen Rovers.
The loss of the injured Niamh
McCarthy is ablow to Innisear-
ra, but they still carry a scoring
threat and had six players on
target against the Barrs.

Courceys will have learned
from their 2008 final appears
ance, are two years further
along in their development and
won't be fazed by the trappings
of a county final.

Cork forward Linda Collins
has scored 5-8 in Courceys’
thres championship wins (2-9
to 1-6 v Catherine’s, 3-14 1o
2.6 v Neweestown and 2-15 to
2.5 v Douglas), including 2-3
against Neweestown and 2-4 in
the semi-final against Doaglns,
Jacinta Crowley™s froc-taking
has also been a leature and
she’s chipped in with 015 from
piaced balls while 18-year-old
dual star Fiona Keating {1-9)
and Cark forward Saoirse Me-
Carthy are also big threats.
The Courceys defence has
been very impressive oo with
centre hack Ashling Moloney
in top form, while captain and
full back Karyn Keohane and
Grainne Hannon are also very
influential,

Courceys look a more bal-
anced team than in 20138,
The guestion now is will it be
enough tomake history aginst

| an Inniecarra team that knows

how to win county finals?



Aghada get it
right at third
time of asking

u Mary Newman

ﬂhada -1
!ﬂlhrtﬁjﬁilmnn 1-7

IT was @ case ol third-Sema lucky for Ag-
hada wha banished the ghosts of losing
o] finals o owvercom Kilbnea
in the S5E Systems Juniod C chamglon-
ghip dechder at Castie Road in idyllic
waxher condiions,

Kilbree! Killeon's Mainaad Crowley
opaned e scodng with a painted free,
Bt teo i & rowe feem Al Smiith and one
froem an Acida Hiealy free had Aghada
0-3 10 0-1 in from insides 10 minuies,
Kilbree Filrmsen stayed in towch with & ¢
Crowhey pointed frea mnd st on the
waler braak it was Aghads wha led by
two afler Roisin Keane sloted over from

pliy.

Kilbepa! Kilmeen began 1o find gaps in
Aghada's dalance and thny v el
ek, C.rmﬁuﬁr poinied a frée. Tha S388s
swapped points with Abigail Ring and
Crowley on langet befare Smith con:
varied an Aghada free 1o ghe them a
anE-poind lead, 0-6 1o 0-5, al the break,
Kiltses Kilmeen fook conitral from the
restar wih midfiolder Caoimie Murphy
safiing up Aoile Dulles with &n excallen
dalivary and Dullea made nc mestake o
fins Kilbrea anbo tha lead for the Sest time

The Aghada team who won the SE Systems Junior C Championship, beating Kilbree/Kilmeen in the final at Castle Road.

m::-md 1o thed tally with a paind
1o push KilbresfKlimeen two poins n
front. Agheda namrowed ihe gap with a
point before the Second walar break.
e ahariage iR e st
r fil o0 i resump-
tin and Ty ware boosiad when
keaper Heather Brimble denied Aghada
with & panalty save as ihe game entened
tha final quartor,
Aghada failed to panic and showad Thir
auperiencs in thwe closing 10 minules as
thivy it five painis i a row,
Smith, Keane, and Healy wara all 1o hé
fone &a they killed of the strong Kibres
challenge and thizir hands on
ihe covetod Junior pionshep itk
afior & strong test from a detenmined Kil-

Brod aiche wiso will, D doubi, have
et Rk I RIACYAT
pa bng &l Wi
ning iha 13-a-sidg tithy [as! season.

‘s Acile Hoaly was named as

Echa Player of tha Mateh after burn-

ing in an excellent gapiay fior har side,

Seanecs for A Smith D8 A Ring 0-04
Moty 021 Kaane 01

Kieoa) Kikesen: M Crosdey 058, A Dullea 140, M
O el -1,

mﬂ;lﬁtﬂﬁ:ﬂ:h j'I'H:I'FI_:"TI!'IJI

] A Woc Grth, E i Boylar

i A o R
Liabry, K Tarry,

Subac C Wz Grath v B Ty (R, & Cronwiay for &
Rirg (43
:Mﬂmumnm‘?ﬁ-
s ¥ Dongvan, Samh O'Donowar; & U'Con
rald, A Crowliy, & O'Dontvin: € CrDonown, E

CrEiesan; M e OB, L Ererety; O
Criisien, A Dolisa, G hophy, -

Hubia: A Dutheaa for G O'Breen (W), M Murphy doe E
i (T, M OBl o L Shessivy (40,

Releran: Frark O [5t Finbasr's).
Cloughduv

Eire Og

fivie firsd-hal! points, four from frees and
Gk & 45, whils 8 Casimbe Fobsy goal
was alao crucsal as Clowghouy
e an interval lead of 1-7 o 0-2.

an ISt e oty as EX6 09

Scoren for Clowgbair: T O Mahomy 08,04k
t1-iﬂ,.l:-l=ﬂlj 1=, J O Calkaghan 1:0, K Varding
1

Eire F Wuepiy 1:0, © Boschings, E Cofay
-2 0 Bpachirge 01,

IT CERTAINLY i hard to call tomaor-
row's SE Systems senbor county <a-
mogie Minal botween Inniscarra and
Conroey Rovers.

15 & repeat of 2008 where Innlscar-
ra won their three in o row, 1-13 to 0-
5, but one gots the focling that it will
be o different Rovers ihat take 1o the
pitch this time around.

They are a stronger team with
more purpose and confikdence nlong-
side a hard-working ethic,

But of course, they foe one of the
dominant forces in clul senbor cama-
gie for the past edght Years.

Innlscarra’s frst title in 2006 came
alter three seasons of heart-breaking
defeats 1o Milford. Theoy lost the 3013
quarter final, the 3014 final and the
ﬂt&ﬁ semi-final to the North Cork

Finally, they broke Milford's con-
trol in o pulsating 2006 final and it's
been a great run since. Three In a
row of titles and losing out narrowly

uring the zight years Innise.
arra have had more than their fair
ghare of injurics and 1o key plavers.

They alse lost players such as
Joanne Casey to work and travel. Yet
they continued to produce and win
thtles, Al ks to thelr great credit
that they contest their fi{th final In a
TOW (OIMOT FoW,

Inmiscarra haven't beon firing on
all exlinders this season yot they are
gt im the final and ey didn't have
the easlest of passages aving to face
Glen Rovers amd 5t Finbarr's iy the
quarter and semi-finals respectively.

Innigchrra know how (o win, they
have the experience of habding onte n

plead despite ferocious ure and
oy thie flip side, pulling bilg games ol
of the fire. They have fremendons
battling ?uumm and aften win
pEames at the dlesath.

Twice the Glen came back at In-

*"I-i-'l'l.'-l'lufﬂ whaen the job looked done,
Things weren't going Inniscarra’s
Wiy a the Harrs.

They are typically vory good at

starting games well and hil four
poknis before e Barrs had canght
thelr breath.

But from there on it was 5t Fin-
barr's that looked the side most
likely to advance to thoir first final in
12 yoars,

But with eight minutes to Eo 1a-
niscarra’s Ellen Murphy got the all-
important goal and there In-
nizcarra drove on. The Barrs didn't
know what hit them.

I"ve boon very impressed with
Courcey’s this seazon. You can go
through every line and pick ount
players that impress.

he attacking sectlon for Rovers
contains Linda Collins, Sacirse
MeCarthy, Fiona Beating and Chris-
tine O'Meill who has roally en-
thralled.

Inniscarte have a very dependable
deferce with an attacking half back
line, IT this game opens up Rovers
will be hoping to capitalise on their
speed. A tighter game will suit In-
NISCATTI Mo,

You have the threat of Clandia
Heane, Ellen Murphy and Joanne
Casey ugp [eoant for Innlscarea as thelr
main threat.

Treasa MeCarthy won't be found
waniing either, Casoy picked upa rib
Injury earller in the campaign and
went off at half thme i the semi-final
only to be re-introeduced on forty-
ﬂﬂll minutes and play a decisive

in closing out the game.

Claudin Keane is extremaoly stromg
and diffleult to stop as she bursts
down the middle. Af times last week

Inniscarma
sami-final at Castle Road.

Inniscarra Wook tes much out of the
batl, running nte el de sacs and
diropping harmless balls into the
Barrs keeper’s hands which she
cleared comfortably.

Thoey can’t afford to waste pos-
seasbon like that tomorrow.

Defensively Ashling Moloney has

captain and vic
mmmmmﬁmlmmw&m

Final should

—_
-
-

Ficture: Denis Minihane

been n standout performer for
Rovers, Ciara Hayes and Edel Molo-
niey haven't been far behind har,
Add in captain Karyn Eechine,
Enlzinn&hﬂm:nnn and Orla Twomey
you hawe a really $irong .
Maoloney may well piek up Clamdin
Keane, Clara Hayes on Ellen

Murphy,

Joanne may go inbe full forwird
whers she enused endless problems
against St Finbare's after coming
back on.

She's sure to figure at some Stgs
in Inniscaria’s full forward line
Rovers may leave their capable full
back tine o cope with that rather
than start swi g things arounsd,

Midfield as always will play an im-
portant role. Here Hatle (FMahony
rarely has an equal and that's some-
thing Rovers be mindfiul of.

TM"L;E need & big return ffom Ja-
glnta Crowley in that department.

Bena Buckley picked ap Linda Col-
ling in the 5018 final and had & stor-
mleg SR,

As the game progressed supply
wiks HIIIMEEEIE Infto Linda she
harl to drift deep to try and soo seme
action and that suited Inniscarra
down to the ground.

I'm sure Rena will do the same
again, Linda is a stromger player two
yvears down the Hne so it's a chal-
lenge for both plavers and that's
what whets the appetite.

Will Innizcarra regain the title
they narrowly lost 1o Sarsfields in
2018 or will they sulfer another final
defeat as Courcey Bovers win their
firsi?

Often games don't reach the
heights yon expect of them. That
won't be the cose tomorrow,

This will be apic and it's oo closs
to call. A draw maybe? Who Enows.



_E____—_—_W
County camogie final heartbreak for Kilbree

KILEREE
AGHADA

L'I-'[I

THERE was heartbreak for
Kilbree in the county junior C
camogie champienship final ag
Castle Road last Saturday. The
brave Blues came up short af-
rer a O-12 1o I-7 loss wo Aghada.

Eilbree won the junior C 13
a-side county championship
kast year, and this season they
qualified for the final of the
|5-a-side competition. Mean-
while, Aghada were contesting
their third final, looking to
claim the title.

Mairead Crowley scored
Kilbree's first point before
Aghada reeled off four points
of their own to take control.
Crowley responded with two

Kilbree's play improved in
the second guarter as they
found their feet in this county
final, and both sides scored
two poings each. It meant that
Aghada held a slender lead at
the break, (-6 to 0-5.

Early In the second half,
Casimhe Murphy made a burst
from midfield, let the ball
into Aoife Dullea who soored
a super goal. When Mairead
Crowley added another point,
Kilbree took a 16 to 0-7 lead.
The outlook seemed even bet-
ter when Maeve O'Meill scored
a point after the second water
braak.

In the most deamatic cir-

" cumstances, it looked like v

could be Kilbree's day when
Heather Brimble saved a pen-
alty early im the fourth quar-

The Kilbree camogie team that lost the county junior C final last weekend,

points for the Carbery side ter. five fine points 1o secure the  Kiibree: Heather Brimitle; Rebecca  Emily O'Donovan, Eifls O'Brier Subs: Rosemary Dullea for
fnd:thene wis just one point However, Aghada’s experi- county crown, but Kilbreecan  Hurley, Sinead O'Donovan, Sarsh. Mairead Crenwlery, Maire O'Brien, Graknne (& (he), Many

mmﬁmﬂﬂ. ence counted in the last ten -hold their heads high after a O'Donovan; Sinead O'Cormned, Leanrve Sheetw; Granne O'Brien,  for Elis OBrien (ht), hhﬂl'l.'
at the first water break. minutes when they scored  battling performance. Alne Crowley, Kate O'Donovar: Aalfe Dullea, Cacimhe Murphy. rmmhnﬁﬂﬂ-h}.

Enniskeane
going senior -
aiter county .
final triump_lll

T CALLE=.y
CASTR U

0'CALLAGH

AN'S

CASTLETOWN

Enpiskeane player Orla Cronn winner of The Echo’ player of the match award

maghe Championship final at Castle Road.

;ﬂumﬂhwmmﬂi‘rﬂ“ﬁmw




Boland
thrilled
‘with final
success

MATCH REACTION
= Mary Mewman

COURCEY ROVERS man-
aper and coach Michac! Ho-
land is seldom lost for
worils

Yestordny though, he was
gvercome at the Tinal
whistle as the side he'has
by invalved with far foor
years took their first senior
county champlonship title,

The Limerick-born Car-
rigtwohil! resident is & busy
man. He is also & selecior
with the Carrigtwohill semn-
jor hurling sokacl

Boland is alse a Cork
miner camaghe selector amd
was one of the people be-
hinsd (e sucocess ol e Cork
minors over the last two
vears. Al Castle Road the
day bolopged to classy
Courcey Rovers though amd
| Boland conld not contain
| his delight.

“We cami up here today
| to atone for losing out two
VEArs apd.

“Inniscarm wore worthy
vrinmers that day, bul today
i= our day.

“These are marvelloas
rirks sndl anyiRing we asked
| af them they did i, they
maile hirge saciillors o win
this county and [ am really
delighted for thom and for
the elub.”

Courcays tasted the bitter
pill of defeat to Innisarm in
| their last county final meet-
ing, which made this
triumph all the sweelor
MW,

“There are wonderful
people in the club, driving i
forward and they work they
have put has been rewarded
here. i

“Havitig new champions
can only be good for the
game i the county as sell
and {1 will spur on ather
elubs to now go on and do
what we havwe done™

Having gone five poinis
i arresrs inshie 13 minuies
Conrcey Rovers showed
ke character 1o got back
into the game. Mot only
that, they dominated the
majorily of the exchanges
from thers on.

“We hod 1o dig decp o gl
into the game, but we'd
never panicked and onoe we
got the fest score on the
seoreboard we setiled, we
told the girds If we wont be-
hind b just held the hamnds
and not i panic and to just
waork hard and it would
come right.”

Earller in the year, he
was polng to retive bat sev-
oral Courceys player got on
to him and asked him gave
it onE more year.,

Certainly, it was the right
decision to stay on,

| fedt mayle they needed
a mew voilce, but anre 0
coulkin't just walk away ancd
I'm =0 plad [ stayed with it,
they are great giels and a
greal b and 1°m delighted
1o have been of a his-
torie first title win with
Eham.”

Courceys come of
ge with first title

CAMOSGIE

Courcey Rovers 5-12
!ﬂimm 1-12

AFTER 21 years playing senlor camo-
gio, Courcey Rovers won their firsi
senior champlonship 43 they took the
SE Systems sponsored tithe in absolute
style in Castle Road,

Trailing by fve points after 13 min-
nies and having vet to score, things
were laoking cminous for Rovers, bt a
brilliant 13-minute spell saw them
{urn this game around and lead 2-8 1o
0-8 at half-timme.

Innizcarra staried glowingly as they

5o often 1Iu.ﬂ'g1lﬂ1r looked to have thelr
match-u i
with the middle of the feld packed,

Innisearta wore winnlng the battles
and the briaks and some beautifiol
points by Alleen Sheehan, Jeanne
Cagey and a convertod 45 by Niamh
MHiwoerth =aw them race into a five-
point lead.

Addditionally, they were wnlhacky not
to goal on nine minutes after a great
gave by Sinead O'Reilly who had an ex-
cellent game throtgEhout., ¢

The gamo was fast and free-flowing.
helped in no end by the wise referring
of Cathal Meallister. The game didn
hawvi fts fiest froe until 13 minaies in.

The tlde turned for Rovers on 14
finntes. They decided to go down the
short puck-out route and work the ball
up the feld. Tt worked a treat and
Linda Colling hit the first of two great
podints to bring Rovers into the game.
Al through, the supperting eapability
of Rovers and their interpiay was top
notchn.

The course of this game started to
change, Flona Keating and Colling
were brilllance personified with Keat-
ing winning the player of the match ac-

afie and Collins alsa considered,

Rena Bucekley, at first, had the
muna.su:r;lﬂf GE;::?]:' bt il:ﬁwﬁm
Rovers' player & upper hand
when Buckley moved out to the half-
hack Hmne in the second half, Collins did

Courcey Rovers captured their first Cork Senior Club Championship at Castle Ropd.

further damage. With Jacinta Crowley
mv.l- winning the mv;{ﬂel& mn?hil;nﬂ
giving a great supply, Hovers C
demdﬂinl.-:blhn 1118
They were Jevel on 21 and when
Keating goaled three minutes later
after a great Collins pass, o different
game was now being witnessed
DMiworth struck overa free on 28
mmifattes, Innisearra’s first soore since
the 13th minute, as Rovers took an
akpht-polnt tead inte the broak,
nniscarra “"&?ﬁ‘éﬁ everythin Aai t
Rovers as play res i {;“ﬂ -
leon Sheehan pointed and they laid
siege on Rovers defence, but just as
they had been all seazon the Courciys
difenee wern dazzling.
As play was cleared KnaunE Ba-
and despite Sheila Walsh block-
ing. Keating the rebound (o hit the

net and Tankscarra’s good work was

5 Picture: Jim Cowghlan

snndTed out.

Linda Colling pointed and then the
intense work of Lorraine Colling, es-
eaping three Inniscarra defenders,
saw her offioad to Feating who hit her
third geal and there seemed no way
ok for Innlscarra. Rovers now led by
13.

Bak::é}!n“l d l‘nﬂuwa-duﬁlflith lw:;u ‘I:‘:
L ¥ N
and an Erin Looney goal, but in truth,
ihis was going to be Courcey Rovers

day.
Sheehan won a penalty that went
over the bar and Casey hit o of a

shot which looked destined for the net,
hﬁ%ﬁlm&d ¥ Reilly again saved bril-
¥,
All' over the field Rovers were im:
P imical fini hﬂmw' from lh:ll:d
clin nishes were
drawer and 'l'-'hl!ﬁlhlﬂlﬂ“!u"[.-ll‘lﬂﬂﬂﬂf

Scaners lor Courcey 32, Lok

fing. 1-8, MGy 1-1, J Crowley 04 (02 1, 01 45)

Inmiscarn; J C-bq&b-ﬁ 01 01 45, E -

0, A Swohan 02, N Diworth 02 [0-1 L 01 &5, R

mn:mnm:m. a B
v,

harw, & Hsoron; © A 3
J Caprwlerg, Elsine O E:luw% Kandst-
ing, Lorming Collins; Gz, Hodl. §
MoCarthy.

Linda
Ofbial (461, A
Ofegan

E
f




Keating's hat-trick sees

Courceys seal historic win

Courcey Rovers 5-12
inniscarra 1-12

Therese O'Callaghan

Courcey Rovers made history
vestepday In Cagtle Road
dm:h’?ifa the Em*#jmili:unga
megie championship
& parfect day for camogle, the
dﬂ'ﬁ from Bﬁl]ln:dae:md Bal-
lins saw capiain Ka
Eeohate 140 the cup for
firat time. I:'wu the perfect
6,

The standdard produced was

worthy of the day. They

nesded ins displays
and they mot

o, whien they
contested their first final,
E&rﬂﬁniuarm. The H{n

WETE Appearing
thedr fifth decider in a row and
have made o major contribu-
tion to Cork camogie but,
apart from a nervous start,
Courcey Rovers l.re_trn im-

" [CAMWOTEK Was a

o

§ Mike Beland and his back-
room team have worked
woniders with this squad since
suffering disappointment two
J¥EArs ARo.

From brave goalkeeper Si-
nead ﬂ"RghLI.Iy — {;netgl'e;ﬂg
gizters on th amm
livered. i}

Thera were coniributions
all over the fleld e ly

layer-of-the-match Flona
Netany (8" and i
r - L] n“ .

Collins (1-3), Keating created

T
“1 can't even put it into

HEAD OVER HEELS: Shirfey Hdu::jiﬂlmﬂh#ﬂ{ulﬂ Rovers celebrate at the final whistle after

thefr victory in the Cork Seniar Club camogie final at Castle Road. See page 2.

HISTORY MAKERS: Esryn Keohane, Courory Rewers cagtae, Ffts the U Sitens

Cork renics camogie champronihip tdp abofi

wnndal.“ she sald. "Th"ﬁﬁ
thera two years ago,
year didn't go our way
with Mn- 10 min-
uies boday were tough, aain?
five points down, The bal
wasn't coming up too much,
Omee wio found our fect, wa
drove on,

“The win over Mourneab-
ey in football set off the
fior me, I know what it is ke to
loge county finals, | have lost
three or four. When [ won the
football it gave me that extra
hit of hite to go on and win the
camogie.” Inniscarra were
quicker out af the blocks and

five paints on the board

“MIch .ml:hm}ha{:nurm 3
eey machine going, they
wotld mot be stopped.

Keating nailed number
one in the 24th te. A see-

o and a banst,
m:'at hummvlime

came
when MecCarthy's shot went

all the way to the net,

{h‘n.[‘my’ Rﬂlﬂ!l‘ﬂ ll'l.l!l.lﬁ]].'ll'h
ed the scoreboard, 2-8 to 0-6 at
the break.

Their huge work-rate
arcund the middle third en-
abled them to run at the In-
niscarra backs and Jacinta
Crowley was rellable from
placed balls,

Innizearra came at them
after the change of ends.
Joanne Casey driving for-
ward, and a couple of points
reduced the deficit.

Picture; kim Coughlan

third arrived three minwbos
later. Inniscarra o one
back from sub Erin Loonay
bt lheiﬂ:ul had a mountain
to climb, Colling” green flag
efght minwtes from time was
the Ml nadl in the coffin.

Heroes everywhere. Ash-
ling Moloney, Ciara Hayes,
Edel Moloney mopping up
every ball that came their
WALy,

And for captain Keohane,
the realisation of a dream. “It
was nof until the final whistle
I knew wa had it won. |

ihought, is this really happen-
ing?

““We have some unbeliev-
able forwards. Even when the

pressure was put on them, the
others came into play.”

Picture: Jim Coughlan

el
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THE 60 7% ¢
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achigwamant winning seniar
courty tithes in camogie and
football, especially

Buckiay dawr,
hﬂuhﬁiﬂ as vwedl
mguu.wda)-.

SIDELINE SMARTS
Innizcama sated oul

ko neggate he opposang big
names but in the end there wen
just boo many to cunad.

BEST ON SHOW
Fiona Keating got the oificial

. And coukin't arglee
?rl-wﬂ:nm nembear 11 was &




Courcey Rowers celebrate

Rovers savour
county final win

their win over Inniscarra in the Cork Camogie

Senior Club Champiorship final at Castle Road, Pictuze: Jim Coughia

over Inniscarra

= Mary Newman

COURCEY ROVERS captain Karyn
HKeohane led the celebrations at
Castle Road as the South East club
made history on the big stage.

Having lost to Inniscarra two seasons
agy, Courceys had no shortage of motl-
vatton here and onoe they seltled drove
Eh:aﬂ]m their pdvantage with a flurry of

B,

“1I"m honoured and privileged to cap-
taln my elub and to lead this fantastic
group of girls to cur first senlor chagm.
plonship tithe is something 1 will always
cherizh,” said Keohane, ;

“This win i just not about today it's
aboul years and years of hard work and
dedicatbon by 20 many people 1o promote
and keep camogie alive in our ane.

“There are so many people [ could men-
tion, but it's just to say this win ks for
overy person whio has worn the
jersey, it's a dresum come through to see
outr elub go onte the Cork roll of honour
te jodn the names of all the great clubs
who have won the title and we ane really
thrilled to have finally got ever that Hne.”

Kochane has served the club down
through the years with huge determl-
nation wsd Raving lost oul to Innkscarta
two years ago she sald they conld not
have met a better challenge.

“We wore so disappointed two years

Fiona Keating, Courcey Rovers, battling Aime 0'Regan and Acife Kavanagh, Inniscarra.

ago wi lost out 1o a great Inniscarma side
gt peerves played o part that day,
“Today we sald we would mod allow our-
=olf 1o fall into the same trap, we wend
gokng to play to our st hs and even if
they weont ahisd we would not ket ourself
panic and 1 think we did just that. They
went five points abead, but we showed
great charscter to et into the game,”

Pictwe: Jim Coughlan

The win will do o huge amonnt for thi
clith amid they are Iooking forward io rep-
Cork on the provincial stge.

“Tt keep the season going for us and
hopefully we can drive it on and do Cork

wndl, for our clab, it is a huge n-ua%and
ﬁ'ﬂmu help promote camogie for all the
young girls who are coming through.

B Sep report on P37,

final at Castle Road.

Rovers celebrate their win over Inniscarra in the Senior
ot e

Rovers face a sti
Munster test from

Clare champions

Kilnamona, Inagh
COURCEY ROVERS cel-
ebrated their first senior
i o S g, ot
style on sunday n L1
EAgeriments woulky sy hed
shori-lived as thelr attention
on Monday turned to this wee-
kemal’s Munsier Senior Cham-
pionship semi-final against
strong Clare opponents Inagh
Kilnamona

While Cork, as 2 coynty, are
gtronger than Clare, you
would therefore imagine
Lork's club scene to be
stronger, vet Cork haven'
been foo successful in
Munster over the pagi number

[
" 0 club camogie i a difer.

ent ball game.

P nsive display in
the Clare county final saw
Inagh comprohonsively defeat

Jl'i':ma:]wt-nn-Fn‘mu. 217 to
; I;'Iw:h was spoken about

Mewmarket's vast nea
ahead of the decider, but they
oouldn't match Inagh's inten-

=ity The scoring statisties
SutIout points of tagh itaa.
mana’s 2-17 total came from
play whereas all but three of
the champions' scores came

placed balls.
The chief conductors of
1 Kilnamona®s command
rmance were the central
axis of captain Clare Hehir,
Fions rty, substitute
Aokfe Keane amd in
the inspirational Andrea
O'Heeffe who was seemingly
cverywhere tn an impactful
roaming role.
However, as much as it was
the stuff of dreams for Inagh-
Kilnamona, Newmarket's
sixth successive final appear-
ance coubdn’t have been any
more sh as they just
ooulin't reach the hetghts of
previows displays oF years.
Defensively, Inagh wers
. Tg WO SITOnE
poal Mewmarket
had and allowing their -ﬁa
nents just throe soones m
play throughout the hour.
CCourcey Rovers, you'd
jelict to be that bit more
1 chances

d seven individual
s in their ng half,
finishing with elght in tofal.
“They worked their puck-

s well, the distine-

tive understanding between
Aoife Keane and Andrea

CAMOGIE

B Linda Mellerick

{VKeeffe. O'Keeffe may have
worn the number I jersey
B e
up

betwesn 5o 15 Ina match-de-
fining roaming rele, along
with hitiing 1-4 and directly
setting up o similar tally in a
plaver-of-the-match perform-
ance,

Noewmarket had strong
infer-county names such as

Laura M Inagh have
inter-county plavers Teresa
(" Eeaffa. Ackfe Keane, Clare

Hehir; and Fiona Lafferty.

Tnagh are seazoned victors
in the Clare champlonship
winntng thelr fourth title in
five vears and have sucoess-
fully blended in youth, teen-

newcomers Tierna H'E'%BT
ty and Danfelle Griffin im-
pressively parforming like
veferans, Considering Inagh
are regular county cham-
Eﬂma. ey undeubtedly will
ave their sights sct on the
Munster tithe.

It was a seventh titbe for the
former All-Star nominec
Fiona Lafferty. ¥You conld tell
that the Munster champion-
ship was in the back of her
mind as she gave her views
itftor tholr win.

“We were bitterly disap-
painted last year, especially
when we saw what Scariff-
Ogonnallos went on te achieve
afterwards by winning
Munster, the Job that we
conldn’t finish the previous
yvear, S0, we were very cager
thi=z vear, even though we
knew from the draw how diffi-
cult it was gaing to e But it
was a relatively short cham-
%}ﬂﬂ,fhlp, the matches came

fck and fast =0 it waz about
averyone rowing in behind
each other for that condenged
period and thankfolly it ail
warked ont today®,

Inagh's county final was
played on September 12 so

time to celobrabe,

come back down bo earth and
refocns thelr minds, They'l
el 1o be a fine outfit o beat
an in-form Courcey Rovers.
But Rovers could fall into the
of being happy with their

lot having achieved a mormen-
tous and historic day for their
club just a fiew short days ago.

“It's hard to come back
down to earth so quickly from
that. IT they want it emough
they should advance in what




"We listened to the national anthem at training’

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

WHEN Courcey Rovers qual-
ified for their first-ever senior
county championship final in
2018, it was all new to them.
Sinead O'Reilly remembers
that the playing of the nation-
al anthem before the game
caught them by surprise.

They hadn't experienced that
before. They were caught in the
headlizhts = and they bost 1o
Inniscarra.

Two years on, Courceys took
the lessons they learned from
the 2018 county final and made

“The girls brought aboombox to training last
we'dbe training away and someone would just put

onthe national anthem’

sure they were ready for all the
trappings that accompany the
showpiece game in the Cork
camogie calendar.

“Two years ago most of us

were totally green going up
there, and that we are two
years older this year made a
huge difference,’ the Courceys
goalkeeper told the Star Sport

Podeast this week,

“The girls brought a boom-
box: 1o training last week, we'd
be training away and someane
would just put on the national
anthem. You'd be like, “okay,
that's normal, that's fine”. It
was little things like that, small
psychology things, that made a
difference to us.

It certainly made adifference
as Courceys looked at hame on
the big stmge in Casthe Road as
they beat Inniscarra by 5-12
to 1-12,

Going into the game, O'Reilly
knew they were good cnough
to make history and win the
club's first senior champion-
ship crown.

“The biggest turning point
for us was beating Douglas (in
the semi-final), they were come-
ing strong this year, and after
we won that game | said to the
girls, “If no-one else believes af-
ter that then we are in trouble’,

There was big belief that we
could do it this year,’ she said,
but even when an umpire, dur-
ing the second half last Sumday,
told O'Reilly that Courceys had
two hands on the cup, she didn't
believe him.

*Al one stage, we might have
been two goals up, the umpire,
he was a lovely old fella, said
that we have it in the bag but 1
said there's no way ¥ou can say
that, this is [nniscarra and it's
a county final. But in the last
five minute | started erying in

goal because 1 knew we'd wonl”

O Really said.

HURLEY ON THE DITCH

By Denis Hurley

DOUBLE SUCCESS | Dual star Flona Keating worn senior county foothall and camogie titles within two weeks of each other

Courceys learned their lessons from
2018 loss and bounced back in sle

E'LL ket you in on a secret,
Whu':g.'uu have to promise

not to tell anyone — quite
a sizeable chunk of sports coverage
revolves around the use of cliches.

They're very subtle, but if you
look hard enough, you'll find them.
One which get a good bit of airtime,
kst which ign't without merit, is the
adage that you have to lose a final
belore you can win one.

To be fair, there are a few
examples, even if we just focus on
local matters, The Cork football
reams that won All-Irelands in
19£:9/90 and 2010 had in fact each
tasted defeat twice on All-Ireland
final day before going all the way,
while Casthchaven's SFC two in a row
in 2012/13 and Carbery Rangers'
victory of 2016 were underpinned by
agony in deciders, 2011 for the Haven
and 2014 for Ross, Similarly, the
Haver's win in 1989 featured quitea
few of the players who had lost ten

carlier.

The Cork ladies’ football ream that
swept all before them under Eamonn
Rvan didn't lose a final before
winning 11 in 12 years from 2005 on,
but they had won the Munster tithe in
2004 and got a lesson in that year's
quarter-final from Mayo. Going back
further, Kilbrittains 1995 IHC title -
mwore of which next week - came after
final Josses in 1988, 1999 and 2003,
while Bandon had to lose the finals of
2007 and 2008 before coming good
in 2001L

And yet, of course, there are
exceptions. Clonakilty have appeared
in three senior football finals since
1985 - in 1996, 2003 and 2009 - and
won them all, while 0'Donovan Rossa
went all the way to All-Ireland glory
mmwm having been in
the county final prior to that. In fact
Skibb lost a final after winning one,

Mow that Courceys have
managed toget to the top of
thetree, whois to say that
they can't stay there?

to the Haven in 1994, while Bantry
Blues did similar, winning in 1995 and
1998 befare losing in 2001

All of which brings us to Courcey
Rovers, who created history last
Sunday as they claimed the Cork
county senior A camogie title for
the first time. The Ballinspivthe/
Ballinadee side were going up Against
Inniscarra, who had won the title in
2010, 2016, 2017 and 2018 before
losing to Sarsfield last year, meaning
they were keen to retain the title.

Courceys had won the senior B
tithe i 1999 to reach the top ticr,
but even so, playing a final against
sych vaunted opposition would have
seemed like a huge task from the
outside. Any such expectations were
confounded, though, as they won
by 5-12 to 1-12, with Fiona Keating
seoring o hat-trick of goals.

The victory capped a marvellows
few weeks for Keating, who was also
part of the West Cork ladies’ football
team that broke through their glass
ceiling to bear Mourneabbey in the
county final, while Linda Collins and
Sanirse MeCarthy also found the net.
Mawe that Courceys have managed to
get to the top of the tree, who is to sy
that they can't stay there? Whether
they do or don't though, for players secretary in 1967, he could never
like Karyn Keohane, Emily O"Regan, have imagined that he would still be
Christine O'Neill, Sinéad O'Reilly and  in situ half-a-century later, of that
Ciara Hayes, who had solidered for they would one day compete at bath
years in the red and white, it was a senfor hurling and football.
well-earned reward. At the end of 2016, when

county senior camogie championship final wmﬂmm.

Somebody else whose patience
was rewarded was Jimmy
O'Mahony, the Newcestown
stalwart who died last week,
When he accepted the role of club

Meweestown reached the promised

we spoke to Jimmy for the Cork
GAA Yearbook and he was humble
about his own longevity as well

as optimistic about the on-fickd
challenges that lay ahead,

*It"s too long, really,” he said, "but
| suppose it's a good sign that they
didn't ever try to get rid of mel I'm
quite satisfied with the job anyway,

land in hurling after years of trying.

iy

F |

i i\

(Phato: Trevor Patchett

especially when the club are
winming things.

We're very privibeged to be dual
senior now and all we can do is see
how itll go.

el lave a wiaek at it anywas
With a population of 1,400 people, it
isn't easy but we're used to punching
above our i
that fighting splrit will live on.



(Phatos: Trevor Patchett)

Cork conquered, Courceys
want to take over Munster

BY GER McCARTHY

WHAT a week it has been
for Karyn Keohane and her
Courcey Rovers Leam-mates.

Last Sunday they captured
the chub’s first-ever Cork sen-
ior camogie championship
title and it sparked huge cel-
ebrations, but already their
attention has turned to their
new target: the Munster senior
camogie championship.

The new Cork champions
travel to Clare this Sunday o
take on the Banner County's
fiest, Inagh/Kilnamona.

It should be a cracking con-
test in which Courceys will
need 1o be at their best, Inaghf
Kilnamona defeated Newmar-
ket-on-Fergus by ten polnes
e capture their fourth Clare
senior tithe in five years a fow
weeks ago,

“There was talk at the begin-
ning of the season that there
might not even be o Munster
championship, depending on
Cowvid, so we really didn'y focus
on it oo mach,” Courceys cap-
tain Karyn Keohane sadd.

‘It was only after all the ex-
citement died down a bit af-
ter the final whistle that we

w:mm;mhh
the aswe
can’— KarynKeohane

realised, God, theres a Mun-
ster championship game 1o get
ready for, In the past few days,
talk has turnéd to that game
and we want v go as far in the
competition as we can, Every-
one is looking forward toit”

Still, they have allowed
themselves soak in the glory
from last Sunday's famous
win against Inniscarra, and
ne doubt they will return to it
again once they've, hopefully,
conquered Munster.

S0, what was the fecling like
at the exact mement the final
whistle shrilled agafnst Innis-
carra after Courceys 5-12 o
1-12 win?

To be honest, | can't remem-
ber!” Keohane admitted.

'l suppose it was pure delight
and trying to realise that this
was finally afver happening for
us, We got there, we finally won
it (senior county), 1 don't think
that it has properly registered
with us yet. 1 think a lot of the

players are still in a bit of dis-
belief that we have finally won
& county.

"Gettng our hands on that
trophy, it is just mad really.
Even a couple of days after, it
hasn't (properly) hit ws at all
Fﬂ.‘

Whatever the
future holds, |
Courcey Rovers
will cher-
ish the
feeling
of win-
ning a first
senior title
and deservedly so. Af-
ter getting off to a slow
srart, the svenieal winners
ratthed the net five times o
cement the Ballinspittle club's
deserved triumph.

"We talked about it before-
hnnd in that we knew Inniscar-
ra ahways started their matches
ar a fierce pace and high tem-
po, Keohane explained.

“We knew they were going
to come at us with their usual
intensity, right from the start.
Just before the fimal started,

Nioiane Ifu'uu:.;w

we got together and sald even if
they get three goals in the first
three minutes, there will be 57
minutes left 30 let's keep our
composure and don't panic.
‘A% it happened, Inniscarra
had five scores on the board
before we registered our first
point but not a zingle one of
us panicked, We knew that we
would be able to claw back

.ﬁ," "---.._|I that lead omee things set-

b tled down, We got into

our rhythm, passed the
ball through the lines and got
going.

‘The ream
fought to the
bitter end and
didn"t leave a
single play-

) ? elr isnlated.
[ ., t was our
ﬂ B work rate,

Q from

! O B siart to

; ; finish,
n 'ﬁ g that
Wil 8
unbe-
ligw=
able.
1 Enow
Inniscar-
ra got the

first fow scores but watching
the game back agaln, cven con-
ceding the first five points, our
work rate was unbelicvable,
‘Having the likes of Flona

Keating, Linda Colling and |
Saoirse McCarthy on the team, |
they produced the geods on the |

day which was great.”

Waturally, Courcey Rovers'
chiel scorers — Keating (3-2),
Collins (1-5) and McCarthy (1-1)
— direw plenty of headlines, but
Keohane is quick o pery tribute
to her fellow defenders who
held their opponents scoreless
during crucial periods of the
county final.

"Well, I am one of the de-
fenders so I will always claim
bragging rights for the backs!"
Eeohane admitted.

Theaughout the season, 1
believe our backs have been

. All six of us have
worked well as a unit and al-
weays hunted in packs. From the
first game against Cloughduy,
until the county final against
Inniscarra, our defence has
worked ever 5o hard, The backs
definitely deserve all the praise
that they get!

And they're not finished vet.
Bring on Mumster,

Rebel boss Murray impressed by champs

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

IN Paudie Murray’s cyes, the
best team won this year's coune
iy senbor camogie champion-
ship.

The Cork manager predict-
ed that Courcey Rovers would
cinerge victorions in last Sun-
day’s final, but he was surprised

by the manner of their emphat-
fc win.

Courceys were impressive,
Murray says, bt Inpiscarra
were naive,

‘Before the match | did say
that Courceys would go in as
favourites because of the scores
they put up and wisen you have
a forward line with Linda Cal-

limz, Sanirse MeCarthy and Fio-
nn Keating, you ahways have a
chamee, Murray said.

The Cork boss knows Col-
lins, McCarthy and Keating well
ag all three are on his eounty
senior panel, and he was also
impressed with a number of
athor Courcey players.

I thought Courceys goal-

keeper. Sinead O°'Reilly, gave an
outstanding performance and
was dominant in the square,
Their full back; Karyn Keo-
hane, is o player you can rely on
while Ciara Hayes has had an
outstanding campaign and she
brings a never-say-dieattitude,’
Murray explained.

‘Ashling Maloney, in the role

around, in that she tends 1o sit

and she does thar very well. 1
| ‘Subs: E Cieity for N DBworth,
E Loomey far T McCarthy (b, C

think Inniscarm were nafve and
1 would have tried something
different ta foroe her up the
pitch.

“They were all top-class per- |
formers throughout the cam- |
paign.’

i Courceys

long wait
is all over

| COURCEYROVERS 5-12

INNISCARRA -12
COURCEY Rovers' long wait
for a first county Senid Came-
gie championship e is over,

They came of age to beat
Inniscarra at Casthe Road last
Sunday and avenge their 2018
county final defeat 1o the same
opposition.

This was Courceys’ day, but
they had to battle back from a
poor start that saw Inniscarra
race (65 to 00 ahead inside 13
minutes. Once Courceys settled
they blew Inniscarra away and
led by 2-8 1o 0-6 at the break,
with goaks from Fiona Keating
and Saoirse

Teen star Keating (19) picked
up the player-of-the-match
award afver her 3-2 haul while
her Cork senior team-mates,
Linda Collins {1-5) and Saoirse
McCarthy (1-1), were hugely
influential voo,

Innisearra did rally at the
start of the second hall with
scores from Joanne Casey and
Aileen Sheehan, but then Keat-
ing struck for her second goal,
follewed by her hat-trick strike
= anmd there was no catching
Courceys,

The excellent Linda Collins
seored their fifth goal after 52
minutes and the celebrations
could begin, as this Courceys
team created history., From

Sinead O'Reilly to
eaptiain and full back Karyn Ke-
ohane up to Keating, Collins
and McCarthy in attack, there
were heroes all over the field.

Next up is the Muonster
semi-final this Sunday away
the Clare champions.

SCOrers

Countey RoversF Keating 3-7

L Colling 1-5; 5 McCarthny 1-1J
Crowley 0-4{20,145). .
trniscarma: | Casey -6 (1. 145LE
Lecney 1-0; A Sheehan, N Dbworth
(1,145} 0-2 each R Buckley 0-2
[0=1pen, ).
Couroey Rovers: Sinead O Redly;
Cirla Teepmoy, Kanm Kochans,
Grainne Hannor Clam Hayes,
fishiing Moloney, Edel Moloney;
Iacinta Crowley, Elsine ORefly;
Eirrsiar O'Redly, Rona Keating,
Loorasne Colins: Linda Colins,
Christine Oidedl. Saokse

Subg E baguing for C Oiiell [45!'
Ak Collirs for Lonraine Colirs {500,

| EORegan for Eimear ORelly (61),
| inniscanmc Shiedla Waish; Alne

| O'Regan, Rebecca Quighey. Aotfe

| Knanagh Rebecca Keane, Rena

| Buckley, Alleen Sheshar Rosie
she plays, is one of the better |

OfhAnheary, Katie O'fiahamy: Triona
McCarthy. Clara Ring. Claudia
Keane Elsn Mumby, Mamb

Loomey for A O'Regan (43), | Burke
for C Ring {54).0 OFCaltaghan for &t
Keane (58]

Referos: [ MoAlicte: (Aghadal



wice chair Cork Camogie Board.

Newtownshandrum
put in superb display to

The Echo Player of the Match in the SE Systems Junior B camoe final
Leah Haliban, Castlelyons is presented with her trophy by Sile Golden,

claim Junior A crown

Mewtownshandrum 3-17
Tracton 1-6

A SUPERB display saw Mew-
townshandrom claim the SE
Systems Junfor A champion-
ship crown as they overcome
the challenge of Tracton,

MNewtownshandrum started
well opened up a 5ix points to
one lead but it was In the sec-
jond half that they really
showed their class as they
.Eh:hed off vital scores with

uge confidence to ran ok
winners.

Jennifer Lynch pointed and
jearly Tracton free but with
Cliona O°Callaghan pointing
(two forty fives Newtownshan-
iy took thee lead.

Mariah Reidy added a point
from play as the Newtown-
shandrum attack found space
and they continued to put the
Tracton defence under press-
ure a% they added to their tally
with Reldy and O'Callaghan

on target.

Lauren Morphy and Jen-
nifer Lynch narrowed the ﬁtg
with Tracton points and wi
two between the sides it
kooked like Tracton were get-
ting a grip but just before the
half time whistle they wera
dealt a blow when the excel-
lent Cliona O'Callaghan
grabbed the first goal of the
game and at the interval Mew-
townshandrum led by five
points 1-6 to 0-4.

On the resumption, New-
townshandrum opped the
ante with a Rosin Twoehill

oint and five la row from
iona (' Callaghan, Jennifer
ponverted a forty five to
narrow the gap but Mewiown-
shandrum responded Cliona
('Callaghan finishing to the
net for her second goal,

Three polnts in a row before a
Eatie poal on 50 min-
utes had them 19 points clear
before Emma Good grabbed
Tracion goal. Cliona O'Callag-
han amd Mariah Reldy seabed o
great day for Newtownshan-
drum before Jennifer Lynch
had the final say with a pointed

i Tracton free.

Searers for Mewiownshandium: G
1o 211, K 1-1, B
iy -5, 5 Moloney, 7 Tenshill 0 foach.
Trectes: J Lynch 05 (Fe). E good 140, L
Mgy 1.

Hosioweshandrum: C Grillin, © Hee:
'msnrr.asmg.r. BD'P;IEI.H
m & Ot B Torohik
’.’:ﬁw W Reidy, 5 Moloray,
Subs; 5 fee K 8o
mgﬁm.m & Col

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman
tins, A Doy for G Harlihy, M Noonan for
A Wy
Tenejen: J Dempeey: B MeCarihy, ©
Castiohon. McLaughien, A

Subs: G Me Geannoss for A Pice. O
Dewrergainy hoor B Bed). 5 Ginclak For & Fafry.
Relerea: Willam Walaco (Aghsis).

Castlelyons 2-14

Inniscarra i-5

Castlelyvons atoned for last
season final defeat as they
overcame Inniscarra to take
the SE Systems junlor B
championship title with a
superb display from Leah Hal-
lihan earning her The Echo
player of the match award.

Leading 2-9 to 0-5 at the in-
terval but they had to with-
stand a lot of second half In-
nlscarra pressure before se-
curing the ttle,

First half goals from Jessis
l:}'l..earg and Grainne
MeCarthy plus points from
fora and Leah Hallihan, Sarah
Morrison an Jegsie O Leary
snw them take the game to In-
nigearra who had Caoimhe
Buckley on target with all
their first half points.

Inniscarra grabbed a goal
on the restart with Caoimhe
0°Shea finlshing well bat
Castlelyons sensing an Innise-
arra revival du%ﬁmp with
Grainne McCarthy, Ava and
Leah Hallihan and Lucy
MeMulty on target as they fin-
ished in style to be erowned

|rrtscarrs; J Sulllvan; M Lycd, K Lo
dan, EL - & Dinssn, W O'Loany. it
Muragh: L Desménd, K Buckloy, i
bty G Brashlery;

Blucklry.
Refarss: ODave ©° Connall [Glan
Flereisrs).

e

Courcey Rovers celebrate victory over Inniscarra in the Cork Camogie Senior Chub Chamgionship final at Castle Road.,

Goals key to

o

._' '1.::}-'- ': |'-'-'!='_ das, -

Picture: Jim Cougian

Courcey triumph

Linda
Mellerick

"M SURE Courcey HRovers had a
tremendous night around Ballinspittle
and Ballinades last Sunday evening.

And well deserved it was after a re-
sounding county final victory aver Innisc-

Arra.
A four-goal victory mirrored the
scoring spree that Rovers offered up

theoughout the eampaign, hitting 15-65
from five games giving an aversge 3-13 a
Eame.

When vou're hitting the net with that
cons fit's hard to be s Innisc-
arra matched Rovers' 12-point tally but
coulin’t match the goals.

When Inniscarta endeavounel bo ooime
back at the champions after half time with
two guick lﬁ;iruts. Fiona Keating's goal

outt afforts.
hat's a real demoralising blow, Keat-
ing wis outstanding and won the player of
the mabch aecoladi,

1t eould just as easily have been Linda
Collins who iz a joy to watch with her deft
and chie scoring. But a hat
trick of goals in a county final just plpped

iit.

Linda finished up with 1-5 and while it
was Saoirse McCarthy rightly gol
eradited with Courcey’s prckal juist
an the half time whistle after her long de-
livery, it was Linda’s run into the square
which caused the distractbon to allow the
ball drop inte the nat.

After a hesitant start where Inniscarra
Inoked so impressive hitting five points on
the trot it ralsed a fow eyebrows as Rovers
waere 5t all over the Thebd. But one
momient i play started their scoring
and from there they wore jisl awesoma.
From o short pick out, Hovers played it
through the lines and with just four or five
toueches Linda hit Courcey's first score on
fourteen minutes, Their short inter-play
and support off the shoulder was at tlgnm
as good as you'll see and it's obvious a lot
of work went into that during the year,

Fanta (aka Mark 0°Sullivan), Courcey Rovers,
celebrates the win. Picture; Jim Coughlan

There wag aléo accurate long distance
striking with wonderfutl peint scoring.
Sanirse MeCarthy gave some great de-
Hveries in once she drifted farther oul the
ficld alongsbde Jacinta Crowley who Was
very influential in getting Rovers back
inio the game.

It was a great game, particularly the
first half which was fast and fowing,
thanks to refores Cathal MeAllister. We
had elpht frees by hall time and while we
haid more in the second it aided a great
spectacie. The players were et at it and
that's how it shoul be.

Defensively Rovers have been excelient
all year They conceded 538, Ashling Mo-
loney §5 a tremendous leader at centre
back, Captain Karvn Keohane, Grainno
Hannon, Edel Moloney, Cinra Hayes and
Orla Twomey who slotted in well from
their opening rownd all had gret seasons.
Olten ke § overlooked hut Sinead
(' Retlly gives her back six confidence as
slve mpde another couple of fine saves,

It seems as if Courcey's have only re-
eently made their mark but they ve been
playing senior for 21 years and credit
Karyn for mentioning those players that
have gone before in her vietory speech.
Plavers stich as Sarah Hayes and Rachel

omey playved big roles with Saraky hav-
img only red post the 2018 campalgn.

It was such a different county Ninal fo
iwo years ago when Rovers didn’t hit the
heighits ihey had promised all vear bul In-
piscarm foo were still in their prime.

Twa vears bater Innfscarra looked tived
and who would blame them. That team
his been on the roud for (e past ten ses-
sons. They won their first county title
back im 2040,

Obviously there's been players in and
out during the Fasl decipbe but o large core
remained and it's @ bong time. It is to thelr
credit that they have remained at the to
for =o lene. They reached the ALl Irebars
club final from that 2010 county win, they
lost in 11 to Douglas aml 5t Cathering's
in 2012 th at semi-final stage.

They lost the 2013 quarter final, the 2014

'\ final amd the 2015 somi-final all to Milford

before finally breaking Milford's control
in a pulsating 2006 final and it's been a
greak run since, winning three titles ina
row 2016-2018 and repching the last five
fimals.

That's a great record, But all great
teams come to an end. [t may be the end
for a number of the current team but
there will be plenty of experience remain-
ing and with the gosd structure that In-
niscarra have at underage hopelully
thoy' Il still be strongly competing. Unlike
many clubs that focus somuch on a great
senior team and don't place stuch as strong
an cmphasis on underage, Inniscarra
haven't done that so they certainly won't
be ot in the wilideress and well done Lo
them for that. [ #lse want to mention
Miamih MeCarthy who was o big boss to In-
nigcarra and we wish her well with her
operation and rehabilitation over the
coming months.

Courcey's Iooked such a mature side in
the final. They have grown so much in twe
semgons and when 're young that can
happen rapidiy. I'd imagine the average
age of the team 1o be early 20s so they can
have a big say over the coming years if
they look after themselves, Well done to
#iike Boland, Kevin Hannon, Jesy Gal-
lagher, Shirdey Moloney, Mark Enright,
piark ‘Fantn’ O0°Sullivan, Maals OFReilly,
Febecon Crowley and Sean Buiggan.

OFf course, celebrations will huve ceased
after Sunday as Rover's face Inagh Kllna-
maona in the Munster semi-final tomorrow
and we wish them the very best of ok as
they represent Cork.



A match
too far for
Courcey
Rovers

CAMOGIE e
¥ Linda Mellerick
Inagh Kilnamona _ 1-19
Courcey Rovers 1-4

WITH just o seven-ilay Urna-
round hr':l-:m thelr first sondor
connty championship win,
and losing two players l'rurrl
that starting gide, yoest
Munster semi-Tinel clash w 1.11
Inash Kilnamona proved a
bridge too far for a Courcoy
Rovers team that just eoaldn’t
match the helghts of last
wetk.

There's no doubting that
Inngh were the botter leam,
playing with the feroclous
whnd stlvaniage in the open-
ing half, taking an ]m!mlnt
lend into the break and siill
scoring more than Rovers in
the second half with great
workeate and teamwork.

1 Ci = aFt{rwﬁul:']mﬂ
R 8 b LOunoeys ng
kor shoulder in Cork training
during the wesk and Rovers

siruggled to get atincks poing
agaknst !.ha wind. As they
understandably plaved a
sweeper i afforded Inagh the

opportinity of double mark-
ing Linata Collins.

Imagh had thelr homewark
done and smotherod Rovers'
short passing game out of de-
fence. Going long with puck-
outs wasn't an aption and
Inagh were impressive. By
half-time they had seven
seorera which was o concern.

Collins had Courceys” only
seore of the first half on three
minutes as she rounded
Sinend Quinn to strike off her
beft fo goal. After that, thoagh,
Inagh knackled down and
Rovers iralled 0-14 to 1-0 a8 the
break.

When a team has such a
lead they'll do everyihing to
hioki it and that's what Inagh
did. They fell deep and won
possession around the middle
and haif forward line.

Jacinta Crowley pointed
after two minutes but by the
12th minute, Inagh had hit
Uheee and it wis godng to take a
mammoth effort now to win
this game. Ashling Moloney
did evervthing she could at
centre-back as Kovers con-
tinued to work hard, bt
ndh'rerﬂhmg Went Wrong on the

%:'ht- turnaround was just
too much and Inagh looked
fresher all over the field and
thoroughly deserved 1o ad-
vaurkce b0t Munster final,
Scorore To Courcey Aovers: J Crow-
by -3 (-2 1y, L Collina 10, F Koading 01

Klingmon:
1] 1.2, A Keano 03, A O'Koolia

Bugbear & L Collirs Jor & ODongwan (453,

o “Emmnm
et ﬁ‘hlmhﬂm
(351, L HiaBsiony lor Lereging Colling (30§

Kiaamona: A Keating; L 8

HHTMGmT
CrEgofle; F Lallerly, 5 Powsi; &
A 2 A Faana; O Get-

Sub; § Fiageraie foe & Ryan (57

Floleres: Wi Ryan (Tippeesey),

Inagh-Kilnamon

ﬂ“ Senlor Club
Champlonship

ilnamona 1-1%

m Rovers 1-04
jp&l Brunnun

% punsier Senor l::‘l.uh
Camogle Minal In fout years
when keeping prnvlnninl
debutanis Courcey Rovers
at mrm's length in Iﬂaﬁ l{ies-

Aireng dargely dictating
mlttarﬁl;nh.uu; an early

Aerday aftermoeon
Ik

Linda Colling goal For thi new
Cork champions could
stop thelr expor

The Clare team rosponded
with the next 12 poinis
through seven scorers includ-
ing five from the hugely
influsntial Amy Eeating to
umnulahu‘:::h.r 014 to 140
interval cush

&0 while & strong backlash
was anticipated on the furn-
over, Il never maleri-

alised g Inagh-Kilnemaona

matched Jacinia Crowley's
frees before issuing the
decizsive biow in the ﬁfhmin

ute when Danielle Griffin
gerambled a rebound to the
] ok =17t 1-002,

Jacinta Crowley, Ashiing
Moloney andd Flona Keating
did their utmost to stem the
tide in what will b seen as
a learning curve for the naw-
comers, However, Inagh-
Kilnamonh, led triumphantly

by

Antle Keano, Fiona Lafferty
and Clare Hehir, will have
their sights firmiy fixed on
making it third time lucky in

hunsier.
They now have a Mnal

showdoewn with last year’s
beaten finalists Drom-Inch
geheduled for next Sunda.}'
who defeated Killeedy of Li
erick 1-B {0 0-8 in fhe ﬂlhE‘l‘
semb-final.

mmuwomum
e 1 nacty, A Ayt F Latne
A 3 pach:

INAGH-KILHAMONA: A Ko
l. !i Gougirs, bl Maccall; T

Fiona Keating,
Courcey Rovers,
powers upfield.
Ficture:

Jim Coughlan

the Déise champions, Gaillur,
in a Munster intermediate club
semi-final. Gailltic have home
advantage for this provincial
semi-final, which throws in at
12pm. Cork star Orla Cronin,
Celine Nyhan, Aisling O'Dri-

scoll, Laora Hmnbr, Louise

a too strong for Courcey R@vers

ﬁmﬂr O Amii w
el

Fﬂmfﬁ’:‘ e

8 L Hethoe lor iLormaing Colling

ai



BY GER McCARTHY

COURCEY Rovers Munster
camogie championship odys-
sey may have been ended by
Inagh Kilnamona but should
not detract from what's been a
terrific year for the Ballinspit-
tle elub,

Couoreey’s Cork inter-county
star Linda Collins played an
integral role in helping her
club claim a first ever county
title over the past number of
months.

A seven-day turnaround be-
eween the county decider and
provincial semi-final plus the
lozs of Saoirse McCarthy to
a midweek injury made for a

difficule build-up. Atrocious
weather conditions did litthe to
help Courcey’s cause against a
rested and well-prepared Inagh
Kilmamoni.

"The conditions were a majos
factor, Linda Collins told The
Southern Star.

"We experienced dry con-
ditions and clean hurling
throughout the (Cork) zeniar
championship until last week-
end, There were times we were
hitting the sliotar and it was
almost coming back at you, 50
strong was the wind,

‘It was a vorally different
experience for us and after a
J-hour car journey as well, we
just weren't used to it. Very

tough conditions against the
wind in the first half and we
hardly had any energy left in
the second (half) then,'

Sole scorer

Collins was Courcey's sole
scorer in a difficult opening
half, netting a fine individual
goal early on. Yet, that was as
go0d as it got for a Rovers side
that struggled o withstand
Inagh Kilnamona's constant
atracks and trailed 0-14 to 1-0
at the break,

Although they added four
additional points afer the
break, Danielle Griffin’s goal
ensurad the Clare club won
their third Munster senior

crown in four vears,

Yet, it would be unfair for
last weekend’s result to over-
shadow Courcey’s achicvement
of claiming a first ever county
senior title in 20200 It is clear
that a full squad training to-

gether without any outside.

distractions may have been
the deciding factor in Rovers
triumphant campaign.

"Having everyvone around
made a massive difference this
year, Collins added.

‘Nobody was going o their
Dies, no onie was going on holi-
days or getting married! Every-
one was around and looking
forward 1o mesting each other
at training. There were nearly
25 players training every night.

I had never been to 50 much
club training in the last six or
seven years, Everyone just ne

ally enjoyed it, The fact that
every player was buying into it
and if you weren't there, you'd
feed like you were missing oot

“We would gote the beach af-
Ler every session for a recovery
swim. We used to go over to the
bench on the day before any of
our champlonship games and
have breakfast together. That
definitely helped build a bond
within the pancl.’

Zoom training
During Covid, it was Shirley
Molomey who kept the Courcey
Rovers pancl on their toes by
hosting zoom trainkng sessions,
There was no talk of camogie,
Just making sure everyone
remained fit while they were
stuck at home,

“This year, because of the
pandemic, showed what it

takes to win o county medal
Cork camogie star Collins ad-
mitted.

‘Other years, a few of us
would be missing whilst train:
ing with Cork. Then, we have a
few intermediate and junior in-
ter-county players away as well
That's why (Covid) showed
what it takes to win g county
championship. Every chub play-
er needs 1o be together and buy
into what's requined as well

Courcey Rovers finish the
vear as first-time Cork senior
camogie champions, No one
quite knows what the imme-
diate future holds. Linda Col-
lins and her teammates first
taste of county ghory sugpesis |
Courceys possess all the at-
tributes to defend their dile
and have anather erack off the
Munster championship.

Gailtir make better
use of the elements

GAILTIR 1-17
ENNISKEANE 0-9
BY GER McCARTHY

A POWERFUL second half
display enabled All-Ireland in-
rermediate champlons Gailtir
to see off Enniskeane in the
last four of the Munster Camo-
ghe Championship at Dunmore
East last weekend,

Enniskeans produced a
commendabe performance in
trying conditions but failure
to build a first half lead was
punished by their Waterford
opponents. Level at the break,
despite having a gale wind at
their backs, the West Cork club
wiers uiable to stem the flow of
eonstant Gailtir attacks during
the second period.

Annie and Aoife Fitzger-
ald were in top form for the
winners, providing the bulk of
Gailtir’s winning total. On the
same afternoon, Orla Cronin
and Tara Sheehan did their best
to keep the scoreboard ticking
over, but Enniskeane would live
to rue missed opportunities,
eapecially in the first half. Lau-
i Manniy also deserves praise
for an all-action display in the
centre of the pitch.

As with most recent GAA
games; & gale lorce wind made
life difficult for both sets of
pilayers and this Munster

semi-final proved no different.
The Cork champions lost the
toss and played with the wind at
their backs in the opening half.

Elements

Making full use of the ele-
ments, Enniskeane’s Tara Shee-
han (two) Eimear O'Brien and
Orla Cronin [free) points made .
it 0=} apieoe at the first water
break.

Gailtir were performing
admirably in the Face of a
strengthening wind and Enn-
iskeane’s Kate Corcoran was
called upon to make a dou-
ble-save as the Waterford side
grew in confidence. Yet, the
visitors managed 1o add a pair
of converted Cronin frees plus
an additional Laura Mannix
effort.

A DT to 07 score was a fair
reflection of an evenly-foaght
opening half an hour, Disap-
pointed at not having bublt a
lead, the West Cork side wene
guilty of squandering a couple
of goal chances before chang-
ing énds and Facing into an even
stronger wind for the second
period.

Gailtir simply made better
use of the elements in the see-
ond half with Anne Fitzger-
ald's late goal underlining the
Waterford team’s superiority,
Fitzgerald would finish with a
personal tally of 1-7 on after-
noon the home side Moared over
10 prints during an impressive

final 30-minute showing.

To their credit, Enniskeane
kept pressing forward with
Cronin (free) and Tara Shee-
han adding to their team’s total
before the final whistle.

This result should not over-
shadow what has been a mem-
arable year for Ennlskeane
camogie. The future looks
bright for the Carbery club
when you consider their Ul4’s
contested a county decider this
past weekend and their minors
are one step away from a pos-
sible county final appearance.

Enniskeane will be back.

Sconers

Galltir: Annie Fiezgerald (1- 7, Acifia
Fitzgerakd (-4, Anne Codoomn
{0~2], Shauna Fitzgerald [0-2). na
Jackman and Ermma Walshe (0-1
epchl

Ennisheans: Oria Cronkn (-4, 4
freses ), Tara Shoehan (0- 3, Emear
CrBrien and Lawa Mannb (D=1
each)

Galitir; Clara lachrmaeg Ermilly
baharny, Manzo Heffennan, Somha
Cantweil: Leah Sheridan, Clodagh
Carrod, Hannah Fiynm; Kate

Lynch, Shauna Frzgeraid; Anne
Corcoran, Clara OrSulivan, Ling
Jackmare Alarnah OSullvan, Anris
Fitrgerakd, Aoile Ftzgenaid,

Subys: Ermimea Rochi, Ervemua 'Walshe,
Clalre Dunise, Sarah Maher, Ralsin
Flood. Clodagh Hoctor, koclie Tuoly',
Apife Hartiey, Maewe Shetidan and
Rachel lones.

2
L5
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Cork senior mlmﬁeﬂar ﬁhﬁﬂhmhﬂhﬂhm-ﬂm

Enniskeanes Kate Corcoian;
Danieie Carroll. Cofine Myhan,
Hedhie Scanne; Loulse Duggan,
EmmaCrDriscoll, Alskng
O'Driscol Lavma Mannix, Eimear
Orrien: Slobhan O Deiscodl, Dule
O'Bréen, Orla Cronin; Sneasd

Hurley, Tara Sheehan, Oria

Coughlan.
Cubhs: Dedrclne Broeyr, Kade
MMWIWMH}.SMHE
Fleming, Lauren Corcoran, Ruth
¥ Driscof, Canin DDoncnan, Julle
fAnne Hayes, Caoline (¥ Donoyan,

{Phato: Trevor Patchett)

Dl Connodly, Eilhlin Mangan,
Hodie Sl ehan, Labhaotso
MeCarthy, Clar O Donoyvan, Katle
Hennessy, Marguesite Myl
A Myhan, Hazed Browine, Laura
Culinane; Rochelle Scannell
Referee: Liz Dempsey (Kikenny),
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Mairéad Donovan, registrar Cork Camogie Board, presenti

the

Premier U14 championship trophy to Anna Nestor, captain, whds,

Sarsfields overcome
gallant Eire Og to take

Sarshields

Eire Og 1-5

A HUGELY impressive dis-
play saw Sarsfiglds over-
come a gallant Eire Og to
take the Premiber Uld cham-
plonship at Castle Road.

Playing agalnst the stiff
breeze in the opening half,
Sarsficlds laid the foun-
datlons for victory with
early scores from Kale Fen-
nessy, Nessa Treacy, and
Jane O'Brien.

| Taking control of pro-
ceedings with Rachel Roche
jand Ava Fitzgerald doing
huge work, they picked ofT
SOINHE Eroat SCoTes,

The hrilliant Fennessy
jgrabbed two goals and
Fitzgerald, 0°Brien, Neveah
O"Connell, and Sinéad Hur-
ley all found their range to
open up a 2-10 to -5 inter-
vl lead.

Eire O batiled hard with
poinis from Meabh MeGol-
drick, Clodagh Fitzgerald,
and Orlaith Cremin, but as
they turned io ploy against
thie wind, they haad a big job
an thelr hands,

Sars slar Fennessy was a
ikorn in the Eire Og side
and she added nine points
in the second half,

Impressive

Clodagh Fitzgerald raised
n green lag for the Ovens
autfit, but goals from Nessa
Treacy and Aaife Mulling
Kept them at bay, Mullins,
Desmond, Hurley, and
Nessa Treacy added points
for a highly-impressive
Sars.

Fennessy onding up with
a stunning 2-15 to her
eredit, including 2-6 from
play.

Elsewhere, o goal .-w-Tar-
ated the sides in an exciting
U4 A champlonship final
in Castle Koad as the combi-
nation side Fr "Keill'ss
Youghal edged ont Ennis-
e,

Despite playing against
the strong whnd, Ennis.
Eeane were on top in the
opening quarier.

Strong defending by the
jEast Cork amalgamantion 1i-
mited Enniskeane (oo
jpoint with Grace MeCarthy
getting the opening score of
the game. At the Arst water

i Neills MYoughal
TIH‘I -2 tod-1.

MI:I'ﬁ* sides swnppchld
|FE|'1II HEY wWene eyvenly
muatched but Fr 0'Nelll's/
‘J'hu?ll:ﬂ were fnding it ea-
sher to score, as they landed

U14 championship

CAMOGIE
= Mary Mewman

four points.

Enniskeane hit back with
twao Grace MeCarthy
but Fr O°'Nelll's/Youghal
responded with two frees
before Aoibhe Daly sent a
free o the Enniskeane net
to cut their lead to the mini-
naam at the interval.

Griinne Finn hit a point
before and a Raing Landers
goal gave Fr O°'Nelll's,
Youghal a four-point advan-
tage with 15 minutes re-
makning.

Enniskeane dug deep
wihth Molly Hillard, Grice
Nyhan and Machh ("Brien
on target before Hillard
converted a free (o level the
game with three minuies
remaining.

MNow the battle was on to
itake the title and it was Fr
O Neill's/ Youghal who
grahbed the vital score.

Orriaith Murphy hit the
match-winning goal (o see
the combination sides take
the title.

Searom foe Fr OMeliNne Voughak A
Diaky 1:2, G Finn D4, Al Langiors, O
Llurptey 140 amch, C Fitgoeni 1,

Enndakoane: 0 McC 22, M Hilmed!
-3 (92 i G Hyhan, MO° Brien 0
rach.

EMMISKEANE: 5 Croein; L Holan, L
OfLaary, K Ceowly; R Dinpee, S Hillwd,
M Browng; G Nyhen, N O'Donsvan; P
. M O'Brign, A By, &
WeCanivy, L O Bullihaen, M Hallsidl

Bulnn: A O'Dvigcol i 8 Cronis, G
WeFphy [ae L OSulhvan, B Léag far N
O Donormn

FR O'MEILL'S/YOUGHAL: H Law fc): A

O Bisbare, 1 Kansady, [ Cody: E Finn, G

EETTE.L\:_.'-ED?I'E;‘;DHF.EFF!'J :
" ik, '

- ‘ﬂ"r"u eharphy Ky

Suba: N Lisdais for B Bunphy, ¥
Fregormid for Moy, T 07 Mol for A
OB

Seorers for Sarmfields: K Fonneiay -
15 (3-8 8L, N Treacy, A biuitns 1-1 sach, 5
Migrfoy (=2, A Fitzgoeaid, J CFBsan, M
OConnall, A Dasmond 0-1 assh

Eire Oge O Cramis 04, © Fitzgerald 1-1,
““xldltkl}-l.

SARD: L Lynch: A Mcllahan, & MHadicr
b, 8 Crowe; © Rico, L Dunled, S Husley,;
A Fxgarald, R Rocha; A Molng, K Ry
iy, J O'Brie: N Tepacy, N O Connell,
A MGty

Suba; A Desmond for N O'Conned, €

fior G Mo, B Sad for J CrBren,
O Wil e L Dirsbinn.

ﬂHEﬁEEﬂEﬁL&H&:.L
LHMEI-,:.I:fdzmehn{L =
Whirphy, O Craemin, Fiisicna; A O Leany,
M Goldrick, E Hoaly.

Saaly; G Young or L Wasagh.

Fr O Ml vioughat 3.7 Brniaksdng 2.7

= b

Linda
Mellerick

THE sudden stoppage of club activity 15 a
intment.

The Cork club championships were
running fuently. We had just one senlor
delay, for & woek, for Covid-19 testing, and
:jl'ml was & great return in a very uncertain

T,

Copirols were relaxing within the en-
tire GAA family and something had to ba
done, The stoppage is harder for thoso
who were doing everyvihing by the book.

Despite many pubs and restaurants fol-
]huawina the guidelines, it's still & blanket

T

The camogic fxtores were fowing bril-
lisntly in o well-ron, condensed poriod
and ansther couple of wesks would have
&pemi bt ol

The juvenile committes had eight fnals
planned for this weekend, in addition to
two minor finalks, with the remaining two
next weekend.

The Camogio Association delayed their
statement by a day. I'm nat sure why, as
we were always going te follow auit
Mavbe, if the seagan was almost compliete,
they woulidl have Iet It rug, bt with every
:miuu.-m different stages, yon just have to
calll it,

Courcey Hovers would have appreci-
ated that break a week earlier as they
were tired against Inagh Kilnapwona kst
Sunday. The turnaround was too short,
whereas Inagh had a threeweek break
and it showesl.

Inagh playesd pood hurling and deseryved
thedr victory,

1811 suft Waterford and Clare, with
Gallliir and Inagh doe to coniest the
Munster final this weekend, Waterford
manager, Fergal 0'Brien, was ujp i arms
last week about the Munster Club Cham-
pionship poing ahead when the Leinster
championship isn't schediled umtil Janu-
ary. With such a lnrge contiigent of Gaill-
tir d1u}-ar; on hé& cmly{ pa gl.! he
conldn’t get a squad together for training.

It wﬂa-rﬁln tevel plaving fiekd, he =n;=-i:;ﬁ.
And he was right.

1t was left up ko each provineial board 1o
sot theoir elub dates, but when the club
comiy champlonships were over, it was
expected that the players would get a clear
Inter-county run before the -:iumEIunah‘ip
throws in next weekend. The Courcey
Fovers players had to teain with Cork 1ast
wiek and Spoirse MeCorthy picked upa
shoulder injury, ruling her out of last

Sunday's semi-Minal apd she was a big
loss,

Karyn Keohane, Courcey Rovers captain, H‘I:I:'Ihl-u'lﬂ

All hopes rid
inter-county scene

The ban feeed up the Munster club fi-
nallsts from last Monday, so som few arg
hai]g]é with the current situation. ;

‘here's an almost palpable tenslon in
the air whenever NPFHET are mesting the
Governmaent, as the country holds iis
breath, Tou'd wonder if the [nter-county
st will survive the next few months.

Hard to tell. But imagine getting fo a
semi-fimal and it pausing until after
Christmas.

What & drag of n season that would be
and it would damage 2021 tithe hopes, as
youi just cant run one sessen into anothoer
and expect to be at your peak mentally
and physically,

January and February have been oor
worst weather months in recent ¥ears,
with numereus games called off, so trying
to finish & championship in theos condi-
tions won't be casy, Buat we'll be positive
and see how 11 poes

1t°ll be interesting to set who has pre-
pared best ahoard of the camoghe clam-
phonship, Cork initially had five games in
their group. They now have thres: Offaly,
Galway, nnd Windhord, Mot a bad draw, ex-
cept just one team advances to the semi-
final, with second- and third-placed enter-

ing the quarter-finaks.
That"s not a bad option, either. Cork
wens dolng very well in the 118

While they had two games Jeft to play —
against Offaly and Chare {postponed dus
io bad weather) — it wis envisaged. based
on other results, that they had & great
chance of winning it ry were al-
ready through to (e final and they must
feel really unfortunate, as 4 leagoe tifle

wortld do wonders for them.

It would have been wvery useful for
Cork's new panel introductions, toa, bt
as we gll know now, the leaguie was can-
celled.

Galway and Kilkenny didn't have the
brst of leagues: H“EEHIH;:I. in partlenlar,

1

wene very disappointing, fnlshing second
from bottom at the time of cancellation.
Galway lost to Tipp and came second,
with no semi-finals in this year's league
competition.

Maviba the break will have dong them
more good than harm. I'm sure many
counties were dning SO0NE non-contact
training behind closed doors during the
lockdown. I'd Imagine it's very hard to
plek the Kilkenny up after losing an-
other All Ireland last September, their
fifth final bess in six appearances in seven
VLTS,

Galway have had a ot of underage suc-
cess and silll have -Cathal Murray in
charpe, who has the respect of the players,
&0 thay shonld be to the forefront again,

Cork have lost Orla Cotter and Aoifie
Miuarray from their first 15. Laura Treacy
1% oul injured with a broken hand, but
Cork still bave the nucleus of a strong
team and with the blend of new panel
members will, of course, be title-hunting
again.

The test rules that wese in play for the
beague e being maintalned for the cham-

phmsh!l;
Let's hope we have (]
that allow the plavers fo get on with it a=

we look forward to anofher inter-connty
campaign.



"We have to work hard to make

RAGH
CONCHUIR

HERE is a pervading sense of the

Chinese waker torture about the

niews eycle of late, 50 the tanta-

lising prospect of the All-Treland

championships getting under
wity, even if behind clossd doors, has
induced a feeling of giddiness among
Gaelic games followers.

This comes on the back of the
heart-warming festival of club fare,
though that was cut short when the
failure to heed num:rﬂ;uéu:nmlgdm
surrounding pest-match N 4]
the cessation of domestic action earlier
this week,

The Liberty Insurance Camoghe
Championships begins on Satunday,
with the mouth-watering senior clash
between neighbours Kilkenny and Wa-
terford on the Suir side of the border
ensuring o high-octane -

Camogie Association chicf executive
Sinéad McNulty is & member of the GAAS
Covid-10 advizory group, a2 iz her LGEA
counterpart Helen O'Hourke. Croke
Park’s approach has been a unlted one
in dealing with running sport during a
global pandemic.

“The three Associations collaborate
in many areas and are working more
closely all of the time,” says McMulo:
“This vear, we should have had all the
jow and celebration of launching some
really big. collaborative projects between
the three Associations — a foundation
coaching programme, national officer
and leadership development training,
angd working together on the Youth Fo-

rum. Work continues on these projects,
regardless of Covid-19."

Providing a single Gaelic games
family message makes sense. The same
ndvice was provided to the three Associ-
ations, who while fres to make their oem
decisions based on the advice, naturally
made the same calls.

"We're committed toworking togeth-
er, prioritising our members at a club
lewvel, and enabling our inter-county
competitions to proceed as well, all in
a safe fashion. That's our focos, to keep
people safe and keep the games active”

This over-arching primacy of the club
in the current climate was why com-
mencing the foreshortened window with
county actbon, with a view to potentially
grabbing a greater portion of the media
profile, was never & runner.

Wi made that decizsion early,” savs
MeMulty, “Even if it wasn't about games,
it was about supporting clubs. Every
action we took, everything we spoke
about concerned supporting clubs.
That's what we tallked about back in
March and April.”

The dual player scenario has raised
its head again last week, with a quintet
of Cork players facing a choice between
camogie and tadies’ football on Novem-
ber 7. While that may well be averted
now, after the Galway camogie man-
agement reportedly offered a 24-hour
postponement, it remains o hot issue and
one that is unlikely 10 go awmy,

*Should we try and schedule mone co-
hesively together? Yes, [ probably think
we should, though when vou consider
we are sharing facilities, or borrowing
facilities from GAA colleagues, you're
in a bit of & mineficld. Dual players is a
big challenge for us, and we have itina
number of counties, but [ think we also
have to think about our players who play

Sindad Mchulty- Coamitted ts working togethes

other sports, S0 not alone do we have
athletes who play camogie and ladies’
foothall, we have athletes who play
hockey, soecer, basketball, volleyball,
rughy. ‘They spend their days managing
their time around all of their different
sporting commitments and sometimes
fzce tough choices,

“The professionalisation of camogie
means it's not two doys a week. That's
a lifestyle choice. People ane choosing
a seven-day commitment, how they
behave around their food, their restand
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sure All-Trelands happen sately

recovery, 48 well as their training. To try
and do that for two sports at the same
level is really challenging.”

The “transformational” provision
of government funding enables the
running of the 2020 championships,
when 20 many révenue streams having
been wiped out, while the continuing
support of sponsors Liberty Insurance
i also vital. In particular, news that Lib-
erty Insurance will carry on providing
livestreaming of games is very welcome
indeed, along with RTE's hitilmghu

kages and live coverage of the quar-

f::vﬂm.ls. gemi-finals and final.

“We're pretty excited about it, and
whether we're watching it from the
stands or our couches, we're just glad
we're going to have a championship,”
says Liberty Ircland country manager,
Stuart Trotter. "It is important Lo support
our customers now, more than ever,
which 1s why, like a number of other
compantes, we refunded premiums back
in April and May and then recently,
announced a €1.85m donation to three
frontline charities - ALONE, Barnardos
and Pieta on behalf of our customers”

Orlagh Murray is joint captain of the
Armagh squad that will get their junior
campaign under way on October 24
Getting back to training and playing
with Keady first, and then Armagh,
hasn't been straightforward, with the
numbsr of positive cases in Northern
Treland are inerensing at a greater mate
than in the Republic, but Murray ks
remaining positive.

“When we went into lockdown in
March, we didn’t know If there would
be a season,” Murray reasons, “We
didnt know if there'd be a club season
=0 it was great to have that and finish it
suceessfully. It was very good that your
fiocus was club for 3o long and its now

changed to county. In the past couple of
years girls have struggled with that half
and half, the pull from one training to
the next, whereas this year it was focus
on the club first and then we'll talk about
the couniky.

we're looking forwand to the county
pow and we actually have a few new girls
who mizsed it the past few years, didn’t
have the time because of work commit-
ments and are on board this year, Work
places are actually a bit more flexible
because of Covid and becausse s0 many
people are working from home, it gives
more girls a chance to play county”

Murray seems to reflect the majority
of county players whio have relished be-
ing able to contribute fully to their clubs
without the pressures of attempling a
juggling act and feeling bad about not
being at present on homae turf a8 they
might like to be. _

It is something McMulty Is cognisant
of and along with multiple code commit-
ments, will be considered in the wider
context of fixture-planning.

“Players seem Lo have enjoyed hay-
ing a very clear club champlonship
and a very clear county champlonship
season 0 thats been good” MceMualty

Jedges.
“It's definitely something to look at.
We now know that this vims isn't going

‘We've four field
codes trying to
compete overa

10-week period’

anywhere anytime soon 5o [ think we're
going to have to approach 2021 with
an open mind and try put together the
best programmie of games for the largest
pumber of people at club and county thal
Wi ibly citn.

“ﬁimg always challenges, We've
seen them this year particulacly because
we've all four field sports codes in the
Garelic games family trving Lo compete
over a l0-week poriod. So, there are
challenges around facilities, being able
1o book vour pitch, or walting to know
putcomes from another competition so
you ean book your game.”

She doesn't rube onta resumption of
club activity though with the landscape
changing. it is difficult to offer clarity.
The advisory group will continue o moet
werkly, as it hias done since May, but the
public health advice will continue to
inform decision-making.

That undoubtediy places an incred-
jhle amount of stress on McNulty and
her coun but she highlights the
dynamism of ler colleagues in the Camao-
gie Association, the collegiate approach
of the Gaclic games organisations and
indeec, of the wider sporting family
through the Pederation of Irish Sport.
Consultation with other sport NGEs is

and there is comfort in sharing
the load, There Is much she wanis o
do but right now, it’s about brass tacks.

"We're an ambitions Association. We
set oait targets in our National Develop-
ment Finn across a wide range of ancas
anel commercial ks one of them. But for
now, it's about more eyes on the game,
getting people out to matches and until
we can do that, getting people watching
tsem. We're really looking forward to the
All-Irclnnds now. We have to work really
hard to make sure it happens safely for
everyone”




Coppinger calls for associations to merge

Eoghan Cormican
On o weekend where the
o Followed

the %GFﬁ in rejecting a
matlon designed to frcilitate
and support dusl players,
Cork dual player Lihbhy
Coppinger hias called for a
merger of the two asgaci.

athons,

The Diahlln motion, rejected
by 76% af Camogle Co
attendees, sought 1o 12 in
rule that the Camogie Associ-
ation “recognises and sup-
ports the concept of a Dual
Player, asd i will en-
courage all of Its Units to sup-
port and facilitate its playin
membaers of all ages, who wis
to do so, to play both Camogio
and Ladies Gaelle Foothall™.

Bo more than when the ma-
tion was defeated at the LGFA
Congress carlior this year, itis
tsalboved Satumni's Carmoghe
Congress — which took FIL'E.W
in a virtual format — vobed
down the motion because of
copcerns the wording was too
open-cnded,

Cork dual player Libby Cop-
plnger, who is facing three po-
tential fixture clashes noxt
mionth, has sald it is thme for
the twe associations to come
together nnder the one
banner. Such a merger should

have happencd years ago, she

Treacy: Cork camogie panel open to strike action over

Eoghan Cormican

Laura Treacy has said the Cork senior
camogle panel are willing to pull out of
the 2000 All-Insland Championship if
there is no resolution to the fixtare
clashes affecting the county's dual

VLTS

The Cork canmogie panal golng on
striloe woarld be an option of s resort,
bt fiell-back Treacy has said the panel
are willing to do whatover 18 necessary
to ensure a resaliition 10 the fAxiore
clashes facing fhe guintet of doal
players next month,

The 2017 All-Star defender admiited
ramw-

schedubed to play All-Ireland cham-
plonship gr-:-upgmn:s. Galway are will-
ing to move the Camogle Champlonship
fixture between the counties o Sunday,
Movember 8, but, as of yet, there has
beon mo official confirmation of this
switch, "

The All-dreland Camogie quarter-

finnl is fixed for the same day — Novem-

bor 14 — a= Cork’s All-Ineland Ladies
Foatball Championship group fixture
against Cavan, while the All-Ireland
semi-finals in both codes are pencllied
in for the weekend of November 22720,
As peporied by the frish Examtiner
last Friday, the five dual players in
quiesiion — Hannah Looney, Fiena

day, But now, four-time All-Iredamd
winner Treacy, who is Cork’s WGFPA
representative, has rovealed Paudie
Murray's entire panel are willing to
ull ot of the 2080 Cham humhi&ﬂil’ tha
mogie Association and LGFA fail to
sort out the clashes.

“1t is the same thing that is happen-
ing every year. It lierally just inkes a
Titthe bit of commumication for these
clashes to not happen and for the bad
publicity going out all last week, and
then ns irying to change it trying 1o
make it a5 big a5 we can in the media so
that something will be done,” sabd
Ty,

“1 dan’t even know §s it going to have

addel. muﬂ m‘w tgnr-ﬁui
On Satprday, Kovomber 7, ng with such a shor
Cork's Iadies foothall-and ca-  period tmw.ﬂwdhhllut
il
play All-Ireland champlon- :
ablil _lrn?p mmmiﬂmm open mmmmmu
willimg to mose work nroumd us'. ’
c:'nnmglam:hip fiziure be- “Tt is w twi-wiy street, and
tween the counties to Sunday,  they are both on very different
November 8, but, as of yet, roads. Other teams always
there hrs been no con-  seem so accommodating. It
firmation of this switch, seems (o bedown to tho two
The All-lreland umug;n assaciations not being able to
gquarter-final is fixed for the
game day — November 14 — as Enppmr sald 1t Is the
Cork's All-Ireland ladics fool-  players m‘x_mﬂ'aﬂliibn-
hall championship growp fix-  cause of the lack of communl-
ture against Cavan, the cation and cooperation he-
All-Ira seml-finals in both  tween the Camogle Associ-
pocirs are pencilled in for the  ationand LGFA.
weekend of Novomber 28729, “They need to communi-
As reported by the frish cate. The necd to talk to each
Evaminer last Friday, Cork’s  other and listen to each ather.
five dual players — Hannah  Players are suffering. 1 feel it
Looney, Fiona Keating, alwaysseems tobeCork in the
Meabh Cahalane, Clara headlines, but there are dual
MeCarthy, and nger —  players all around the country
are considering boveotting — who Hierally Jost want t?hl{
nnrmmgh&tunﬂdﬂu;bﬂm; E:jrmm they Iove and give o
played on the same day. : ; E e the just
“Obviously, I think we  “The asscclations need to Wh('mww dual plizprs. aroud the mamtry who
okt b acia schociatin como ogether and mae i ca:  wantLoplay thegamestheyloe amdjiveteir . P g
be promoting camogie sier i I'S i P ¥
2:-‘11 !aﬂjgs rucm:.tl';uam5 m;ethagr,“ on the games love and  them just to play the game.” tose facing the Cork quintet
said Coppinger, an All-Ireland  put in the time and effort to  The 2020 co on month cozfimne.
winner in both make themselves betfer, and  ship winner: West Cork  “Bf the dual flever has to go,
“One assockation should be  not having to try and figure  footballers fears the dual  ¥shouold be hecamse the stan-
the case for years. It is nota  out how to sort out a clash.  player may become an endan-  &=d has gotten too or
new thing. I don't know why,  Take that away from them and E:eiﬁ specics at inter-county  “om can't commit to ot
when they were doing the fix-  make It as easy as possible for if such fixture clashes as  lscanse thay we not facilitat-

thing sodi-eartic Hie that for change to
happen, §wold ot

1t shalitn ® be case (kat something
lilee [a striiked weowid harve 1 happen. but
ifit ks some=img ket has e happen, it is
sometling Tonow | persomilly would b
willing tasda ;

“1 am suxrr & lot of the g invalved
with Corke ssmior camogie. [ Enow [ can
speak on bealf of fiem Bat they'd be
happy todmommething likethat because
ihese clashs are smethisg that are
happenimg ot jus: in Cork, we saw itin
Tipperary, & ks happening o Dublin. 1t
just seenes i b somethieg that is hap-
paning & feguerntly, happening every

she would have no problem withd
ing from the 2030 champlonship for her
clual team-maies.

n
lankies

Sal . Kovember 7, Cork's

football and camoghe teams ane

Keating, Meabh Cahalane, Clara
MeCarthy, and Libby Coppinger — are
consbilering boycotting any two games
that erad up being plaved on the same

io o down the ronte that a total strike
af Cork camogle and Cork ladies foot-
ball has to come into play.

“Dioes bt actually have to be some-

hﬂ?ﬁii&l#ﬂmlmﬂﬂsm'

matic has o be dooe, that we just have
o sit outis e rest of the year, that we
are not going to beplayirgon the day of

fixture clashes

the line and 1 am hoping they are going
o be resolved well before the time,

ing it. It shouldn't be 4 cus
that fixtures are
peaple playing both. :

In her

Gmungi;gﬂfre Kathieen
Woods sald the assaciation’s
“working relationship with
the GAA and LGFA has moved
forward, driven by the Mem-
orandum of Understanding
; all thres

Codes™,
MR
3 sa
m.n‘lﬁ = of under-

orandum i
will the assoct-
“Ata lpvel we will

L% TR s TR 4 . % T

dmm closer wo rela -
tionships with a view to an -
agrosd model for the Gaelic
Games ﬁmg in the Mﬁ:ﬁ
.'.hiu'a.ai! hﬁﬂuﬁu&t&:’m :
players playing in sunty
lfii?l'ﬁi-ﬂ s -
to consult their
for advice in m
ations.” Joi. -
. Meanwhile, Hilda Breslin e
- Camogie Association next
- year har d-.ﬂlmum -
urday’'s Congress. .
Leinster chalrpes
over fraom Kathl
after the 2021 ¢ -
April. -
=
-
-

those fixture claslw=s, then [ wouldn't ®

it out,”
nEFn:: Ki h clebwoman was scath-
ing in her criticism of the Camagie As- »
sociation and LGFA for filing 1o L
erly communicate prior io the publi-
cation of their respective 2020 Nxhire
schedules.

“I comphotely understand that we
have a small window to be playing in,
but there are $till two days in a wee-
kend, there is a Seturday and a Sunday.

“We are in the year 220 and we are
trying to obe women in spart. 1
seems {0 be the same complaints every

yoar,

“1 do know Galway were very good 1o |
1% and they are they are happy
to play us on aY. ber 8,
which 1= great.

“There are still other clashes down -

L

-

“Tt iz unacce ptable really In 2020 for
things like this to be ahea af the media

again.”

& hand injury sustaiped during

T

sagh's connty champlonship win
EE‘E!HHJ]:‘QHWI{W“EEEH'&IBSQETMF

Alireland Ch

will miaz Cork’s opening
amplonship game this

Sarurdiy away (o Offaly.
She i hopeful of being back inaction

for thelr second group game, against
e on Chtober 31,

Weadord,

“1 was in @ cast for a few weeks, | have
just come out of the splint now and am

abie to start strengthendng it up.™
CameDgeE

B ok

¥

player Laura Trossy was

speaking during tha launch of the Libesty
h-:'l_ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬁ-ira‘tamﬂmrmil

shios.
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Looney's journey back to a happier self :

Camogle

Eoghan Cormican

Hannal Leoney ks one of the
five Cork dual players at the
cenfre of o fixtures storm for
the past forinighl,

But tive onfield clashes suill
faeing her and hor feammatey
next ponth = not the starting
padnt for our conversation,
ther wo rowind to this tlme
13 months ngo when the 23-

sar-oll chemical engineer

o realise somoathing
5 with herself,
finishing her final
s it the bogioning of

mer, Looney threw
tead Mirst into Cork's
nnid elia mplonship
s In both camogic

and Ladbes foothall.

Mefther onded as she would
hove lked and when the
hamsier wheel slowoed as
summer, sport, and college
life Faded into the mearviow
mirror, Yeverything just
sknrted caving ina bit”,

Hor mental health, she ad-
mits; was in a peor stato,

“1 figlt I wans iy @ it of 2 raeky
in a hole, and 1 Kept dipging
down further and further,”
Looney recalls,

“HEgod Boon stage wheee 1
wasn't =ecing the 1ife in things
I normally woulld, like goin
it with fricnds, That soe
to bring more anxlety thon

“All thip things (at normo.
ally broaght fov into my e
weren't enjoyed o5 nwch,

“When 1 look back, it was
probably poing on & lot longer
than [ realized,

“All through college, it wis
i lot ensier to be with vour
friends, have the erabe, Enorme
your problems by going out
gocialiging and just being
Incky enough to e fn an en-
wirommment where | had people
aroind me the whole tHme.

“Probably this time last
year, T'was back on my own
and didn't really lke it 1
dletn’t memlly Know what o do.
People wonld get onto me to
gocialize and 1 would think,
“oh great®, but then 1 coulkin®t
enjoy that environment for
some reason, 1 just feli pretty
anxios protnd peoplie

"Teidn"t suller any ex.
tremes with my mental

health, bt that's probably fm-
portant to note, that that™s
whien exiremes can come
along i when le don't adi-
dress it in the early stages.”

Looney turned a corpes
when ing up o thase clo-
gest to her and this was fol-
lowed by a toxt to ihe WGPS
who provided the four-time
All-Ireland camogie winner
with o connselling service. As-
cepting that it wos okay to fee]
down in the dumps wis the
starting podnt in the Joornmes
I-.-;:EI-;, to her old and happies
salf.

"These trained people oo
approach things différontlsy
anid It iz nioe to et oaf evers-
thing to someons who diensy
nrdesan iy kKnow voo wekl
and hes no judpement A lot od

it too wonld have beén re-
golvel for me fram having
deeper conversations with
firlenis amd fumedly.

= Pinding whhat worked for
moe was important. During
Covid | was able to rn.-nila_u
when my menial bealih isnlt
tmo pood apd 2o back 1o the
toals thit helped in the first k-
stanee.”

Getting back inside the
whi st leckdiown has
milso boeny g Eassive help.

Her hope s ipter-county
competition will safiely pro-
oond b3 the oming woeeks and
while relip] Cork's camoghe
ganme ngaipst Galway has
beeen pished back from No-
womber T bn K Ehos avoiding a
iclnsh with the county’s lndies
finnthallers, fhe i& conobried

the potential elashes on MNo- -
vom ber 14 and the weskenid of
Movembear 25/20 will not be
adlidressed untl] much closer to
the time.

Lasney was particalarly
scathing in her criticism of the
LGFA who she believes has
done mext 1o nothing to help
the plight of the dual plaver,
She Is slamant that if a cinsh
arizes on elther of the two
aforementioned dates, it
should be the LGFA who move
i Eme,

“The LGEA noeds b step up
and take some anus, From .
what 1 hve experfonced at the
moment, they b ndo m‘d
for the dusl 3

"t ks jusi

ing &k this ] "
prizsach to lm u e

F
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AEWEL: Brilliant teenager Fiona Keating has shone for Cork underage and won counties with Courcey Rovers and Waest Cork, Hn:l‘xlr#:.llmm.n;hlr

ONE M!"}EE byprodocts ufﬂnrkmm:-
nanece of the women's in the &rn
era |2 the dual icons 1t“m "

Make no mistake about it, if Rena Buck-
Ley and Briege Corkery weren't o ridice-
lously talented in both codes, they
wouldn't be as popular or well-Known.
Were they better for Cork with the hurley
in thelir p or an O'Meill's? It didn’t
matter, they ripped it up at Croke Park
elther way,

Rena and Briege — as penuine Leeside
legends they're identifiable without “Eﬁ
their finll names — grew in stature as d
intier-county plavers ware squeezed sut in
the GAA. Eumﬂa:lanﬁan. Addan Walsh and
Damben Cahalane all gove it a fali ratile,
bt even with underage teams, operati

a% a horler and foothaller iz discourag

oW,

That's an important backdrop to the
current confroversy surrounding camo-
gie and ladies football fixtures mext
month. While we criticise both associ-
ations for their failure to accommodats
dual plavers, especlally as Cork have five
crossing both squads, Hannah Looney,
L'ihhﬁ' Eupphs%ﬂr.]'n'luahh Cahalane, Fiona
Keating and Ciara McCarthy, the GAA
has wiped out the male equl t.

Sl it wouldn't have been that hard to
Hiaise during lockdown before the winter
sehedule was revealed toensure matches
wire on separato diys, Cork are down to
All-Treland championship group games in
camogle and [adies football on November
7. though All-Ireland champions Galway
midiea classy gesting to move.
Tha All-Ireland camogle quarter-final
s fixed for Movember 14, same as Cork's
All-Treland ladies football championship
ﬂ}p fikture against Cavan. The All-Ire-
semi-fnals are on the weekend of Mo-
vember 28-28 though that allows scope for
a Saturday and Sunday schedule If Cork
raach that in bath.
The Irizh miner reported the Rebel

.

s il = i
Cork star Libby Coppinger excels at camogie and ladies football.

dunal playvers were considering boyootting
games that end up on the same day. You
couldn’t blame them.

Pn.ﬁh:u]arlE after the Camogie Con-
gress kst weekend, A Dublin motlon, re-
jected by 76%, soaght to write in ride that
the assoclation “recognises ancd supports
the concept of a Dual Player, as defined,
and will encourage all of its Units to sup-
port and Facilltate its playing members of
all ages, who wish to do o0, to ﬂ:ﬂl btk
Camogie and Ladies Gaclic Football™

The LGFA shot down a motbon desigmed
tor Faellitate and support dual players ear-
lier this vear. Basically, the excuse an
hath occasions was tha wrd!ng&:mt the
mﬁ an them to concede ground to the

r,

That's really it parsed down though,
The ruling bodies of bath sporis are
pitched as rivals for the best young female
players,

You've separate committees In the ma-
Jority of clubs in Cork and beyond for
ladies football and camogle. There are dis-
thnct :rammm from U up and really
it's unwor :

We're not nalve enough to suggest that
GAA clubs don't have conflicts betwesn
the hurling and fosthall sides, And many
simply prioritise ome over the other. The

Dual dilemma
cruel on Cork

it .

b

Picture; Edin Hoonan

deferred senfor football final between
E;Imu Hangers and Castlehaven reflects
Libby Coppinger called for a merger of
the two assoatations last woek.

=1 think we should be the one associ-
ation and be promoting camogle and
ladbes foothall together,

“Omne association should be the case for
years. It iz nof a new thing: I don't Enow
why, when they were doing the Tixtures
and knew they were working with such a
short period of time, they didn't just pick
up the phone to say, this is what we are
dolng, we are open to working arcund you
1 wou work anoymd 0s’,

“If thye dual player has to go, it should be
borause the standand has polten too high
or you can't commit to both, not because
they are it Facllitating it

Take Fiona Keating, What an incredible
talent the teenager is,

An All-Ireland mingr winner in both,
Eeating was the Player of the Match as
Coureey Rovers lnnded the senior camo-
gie crown Iast month, having already con-
tributed o West Cork making the break-
through in Iadbes fsotball

Keating i5 only 198 bot has the potential
i become o foeee at national level, If she's
allowed 1o,

Corkleg

end O'Connor

outlines depth of Irish
sports financial crisis

TODAYS Budget will he
closely watched, given the
vear that'a in it, and the batte
for interest groups 10 secum: a
slice of the pie will be tougher
ihan ever.

Tti & mormial year, the Feder-
ation of Irish Sport’s pre-
Budget submission is a key
focus, but in these most un-
precodented of times, the need
to- advance the Interesis of the
couniry’s varlous spo riing
bodies has been heightened.

The FIS represents the

jeouniry’s national governing

bodies (MGHEs) for sporis and
jJocal sports partnerships
{L5Fs) and was instrumental
i securing the creation of a
pezillence fund to aid sporting
jorganisations earlier this
vear. Former Cork footballer
and camogle player Mary
(¥ Connor, the chief executive
af the FI%, 15 keen to ensune
ihat sport's multi-faceted roke
is recognised.

“Thiz vear has been un-
usual in that, since March, it's
bean relentless, really,” she
eavs, “We played a big role in
trying to secure the £70m for
the resilience fund, but the
budget submigsion is an an-
nual thing. This year is differ-
ent, of course, in that a lot of
sectors are under préessure
and sport is no differenl foany
ather sector. What we're iry-
ing to do is make the proimit
that, when you invest in sport,

ol get @ return. We can't af-

ord to see Investment in sport
a5 ‘nioe 1o do’, itmust be seen
Az, ‘have o do.”

It goes without saying that,
while the return of sport was a
welcome hoost during the
year, the limits on attendees
remains o hige challenge, for
a variety of reasons.

“1t’s massive,” O°'Connor
says, "because it's not just the

ectators but the revenus

1 gpocs with tham.

=you have to consider spon-
sorehip, o0 — SPOnsrs Aren’l
going o sponsor an event fhit
havs o footfall, &0 yoo're 105
ing all of these revenue
EIFeAmS,

“What some sports clubs
are doing with membership
now is to extend them Inke
2021, like a credit note, to iy
to keop afloat but there is &

there apain.

“To take the case of Ath-
laties Treland as an cxample,

run 26 hig events & year,
ywhich provide thelr main In-
come, and they've lost 21 af
those.”

o Connor ks naturally
aware that it 1s a crowded fleld
and, as such, she doasn’t think

SPORT

m Denis Hurley

thiat thie F15"s reguests are oiit-
landizh. Therelore, chiel in
the organisations aims is to
gnsitre the commitmaent o Ac-
tion 45 of the Mational Sporis
Policy 201827, creatsd by the
last povernment, which states:
#We will ain o increase fund-
ing to participation pro-
grammes for every yoar of the
policy, with the intentlon to
doubbe onr annual investoment
in ;i'uartlcjpalh:-n by B02T. Wo
will suppert local authoritices
in developing and implemaont-
ing local sports plans, which
will aim to work with local
ginkeholders to increase par-
tleipation levels

=gor this year, we stuck 1o
our makn aim, which s asking
the government (o stick 1o
their own commitments of in-
creasing current sponding —
what the governing bodies ged
to run their operations — be-
capse Action 45 will ensurg
then that the sports sector will
b abile to be viable for 2021

“1ry the Budgets for 2008 and
arad, ihe government did de-
liver on Action 45 and what
we're asking to do is to keep
doing that. There's a statistic
that, for every €100 the gov-
erament Invest In sport,
they're getting a return of
£19%. The one that 1 look at
more so ls that, every year,
ihore's a cost of £1.5bn0 to the
fsealth hudget becanse of obes-
ity and a lack of physical ac-
thwity in this country.

“In the last five years, we
have spent £5.3m 4n obesity
surgery by the HSE, which is
seandalous. 5o you're alking
about billlons in the health
budget, but only mitlions in
terms of Investing in sport.”

And that's why (Connoy 1=
keen for the Government to
rodirest some of the income
from the Sugar Sweetened
Dirinks Tax, in order o tackie
the problem in a proactive

WY,
=& supar fax in itself won't
stimulate hehavioural

change,” she says, an edi-
entiomnl rl‘l:lgrummf: thed into
aport wilk,

s weant 4.5 percent of that
tax, which equates to £1.35m
annually, so that we can en-
gure that we're targeting the
hard-to-reach groups and i8S
acting as intervention rather
than kust putting up tha price.

“Paopla have going to pay
the axtra 206 anyway, s
want to iry to make o diffor-

BT




The Ballinora camogie team that were recently crowned UT4 Premier
Plate winners.

Larkin's late goal
seals U14 title for
impressive Ballinora

Ballinora 1-11

Clonakilty 1-6

BALLINORA captured the
Uld Premier Flate in a
tight contest with Clonalkil-
ty in Brinny rocently when
o laie goal from Jane Lar-
kin, along with the acen-
racy of Louise 0'Neill and
Bachel Marphy, and Tara
' Donoghue and Amy
(¥ Riordan's defensive
strength were crucial.
Ballinora hit the front with
& Larkin point and captain
(Louise O Neill added o sec-
and painl before Clonakilly
popened thelr account with a
pointed froe,
The sides were evenly
matched with both defences
junder pressure and they
swappeid scores so Ballino-
jra maintained their one
point advantage at the first
witer break: -3 to (-2,
Hachel Murphy extended
the Ballinor advantage
with a point [hom a long
range free and with O'Neill
and Murphy on target from
frees, the Mid Cork outfit
wont four poinis clear.
Clonakilty cuti the gap (o
two points with good play
rom Amy McoCarthy, Grace
Hourthane and Sinead
Crowley, hul Ballinora fin-
ished thie hall iImpressively.
With Rachel Murphy ad-
ding three poinis withoot
reply, it left Ballinora
EI;I'.'-'Ld it the break 08 to
Clonakilty showed higge de-
termination on the restart
and a Lauren Eady goal cuid
the Ballinora led to two.
As thoy piled on the press-
ure Ballinom had to be at
their very best defensively,
while keeper Tara 0" Donog-
hne denbed them with two
excellent saves.
Amy FHiorlan was a
tower of sirengih In the
cenire-hack position, so at
Lthe second water break Bai-
linors still held o fwo-point
lead.
The impressive Lackin and
' Nelll strock for vital Bal-
limora seores with the gams
on the lime.
Sinead Crowley found the
irange for Clonakilty but
the next score proved (o be
iecisive,
As the clock ticked towards
full time, Larkin siruck for
i goal after good work from
whilia Mohigan to seal the
result in Ballinors's favour
pufter o superh contest from
two committed sides.

Sooreds for Ballacn; 7 Murply 05 [0
21}, J Lol 1-2, L Ol 0-4 5.9 1.

= Mary Newman

Clonaklty: 5 Crostey 50, L Eady 18,
A WcGany 02 G Hourinana D-1.

%MJFW.EDT
il Ty, v
Gﬁmﬁm.ﬂﬁm
W, © Ahoem, A Murphy, E Lsversy,. ©
Teomitry. LoOF° Halil, | Loskin

Suka: J Mishisan foe D Wemar (004, A
Coormiy for © Twimiy [45)
CLOMAKILTY, A Qe T L&
S M g RO o, b
eCarthy: N Coffoy, S Crowiey, G
Howrdhans; L Eachy: L Daly, B O"Suhan

Suli: S Oliahary o A DERam, A
Faorinedt for N Coftey

Midieton

Ballinhassig

MIDLETON proved too
slirang fod a gallant Ballin-
hassig as they ook the U114
A plate retn-nillzzi;m Casile
Road, with Rachel Ryan
prabbing a hat-tvick.
Playing with the wind ad-
vantage in the opening
half, Midleton built ap a
10:-point lead by half time.
Goals fmom Kate 0" Sullivan
and Cara Foley helped
them boild a strong fouin.
dation for victory,

All through the seeomnd hall
Ballinhassig worked hard
and Aoife Cottrell grabbed
n goal but unfortunately
for them the scores they
netded did not arrive.
Thai was in the main down
to an excellent Midleton
defence who stood firm
e F SEvere pressine,
Pillng on the pressure
bidieton added to their
tally with three Rachel
RByan goals and one from
Sanirse Ni Theangana en-
suring they ran out comn-
fortable winners.

Fcorors for Madleton: R Ryan 3-1, 584
Theangana, 1-3, K O'Sullsan 1-1, &
Feoaleyt 1-00,

Bislinisilg; A Codrell 140
MIDLETON; § Washc A Magann, J
Fitngeraid, K Saunderson; P Hen-
nodany, L 9 Cronan, b K Con-

6-5
1-0

K Thaarsyana, K

Feyan, G Foiy.

Gt T Wallaoo for G Foloy, 7 Greons
Coline

e M M MeCoartey oo & Magann,
E O Mol fod KO Sulhvan

BALLIMHASEID: & Wiwyte: £ Maddon,
&t ORiesickia, T O Faiol; A Cussan, M
QWEM:ECMW
Il K Wioymehaen, F O Blstan, € o]
Lymach, A Lombasd, K Roynolds.

Suba: A for E Madden. K 0 'Loary
T K, . L e Dol lor T
OFiired, § Connolly for E Casey, E
OFGdian lor K Moyndhan,

T ey

=

The Midleton UT4 camogie team that won the plate recently. See left for repert.

IT"5 hard to believe we had such negative
pablicity all week again bebtwesn the Ca-
mogle Azsociation and the LGFA regard.
ing Mxiure clashes.

It's hard to fathom that both associ-
ations made the same fixture dates for
championship games on November 7 dur-
ing the group stages. There is anether po-
tential clash on Movember 14 and it's ab-
solutely mindbopgling that the All-Ine-
Innd camogie and kadics foothall zemi-fin-
als are also Moed for the same weekend.
Movember 28.24,

How can dh associations Know thls [
on the cards and yel bury thelr heads in
the sand?

It doesn’t matter who set out thelr fix-
tures first. That doesnt relleve you of
your responsibility.

Why won't the heads of the associations
sit down and talk? Does it not bother them
that, again, we are belng lambasted on so-
cial media for these standoffs?

Their behaviour is muking a compleds
meckery of the 20520 cnmpaign. There are
g0 many wonderful sportswomen and
men pushing for greater coverage, sup-
port and attendanecs at women's sport
and then the two larpest female sports or-
ganlzations In the couplry show a com-
plete lack of respect for each other and
fight each other every step of the way,

We're a laughing stock. T don't buay this
‘the year that's in it at &t all, the ex-
cuse being the open window i= short so
there is no chofce. This is an annisal o8-
cirrenee. ['m weary of it

The thing about being weary is that I
coubil make you to throw vour bt at i€ and
Just accepting the status quo, But that's
certalnly someathing we can't do. “assock-
alions” and ‘delegates’ afford the !ﬁleﬂ
bathing those titbes to do damage and hide,

What is the Women's GPA's stance?
From whoat 1 can see, the member repre-
sontatives from both codes support each
other 100%. I feel the WGPA 5 poing to
have to get involved.

Fixtures clasha
joke but it's no
laughing matter

F .

Coric’s Lavra Treacy at the launch of the 2020
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Camogie Cham-
phanships. Ficture: INFHODran Sheridan

Already we have Cork players threaten-
ing to strike. We could see an all-oul
players sirike across the countery in both
codes if matters aren’t resolwid soon.
What firustrates me is that in the past few
weirs it has taken davs of eritielsm from
the Irish public befors one or other or-
ganisation coneedas, They will almost al-
ways concede because they have to.

Although we have seen clubs across the
country forfelt games in elther code due to
clashes that weren'i reselved, The nation-
wide support is obvious when you &on-
gider that the Galway camogie team have
offered to switch the game from Saturday
to Sunday o accommodate Cork.

W are siill walting at the tme of writ-
ing on the association to approve that.
Desplite the repeated efforts of the two
Cork management teams and respective
county beards to get one of the gnmes
moved [rom November 7. both remain
fixad for the first Saturday of next month.

This is so energy-snpplag for both sots
of management. There are five Cork
fﬁmm invalved in both games: Hannak

nay, Likby Coppl , Meabh Cahal-
ane, Fionn Keating and Clara MeCarthy,

Last weekend the annual Camogie Con-
gress took place in a virtual format for the

_-::-.-l.#.;':- ’

-

first time due to Covid 18 restrictions.
Owor 10480 delegates ware in atiendance
from across [reknmd as well &5 a number of
International dilegats

Just as happoned in March when the
LGFA defeated the following motion, so
too did the Camogie Assoclation by 6%,

The proposed rabe, which was put for-
ward by Dublin, states: “The camogic as-
sociation recognises and supporis the
concept of & dual plaver, as defined, and
will epcourage all of §ts nnits to aumrnn
and facilitate ite plaving members of all
ages, who wish to do so, toplay both camao-
ghe and ladies foathall. In doing so, the ca-
mogie association and all of its units will
e conscious of and promote the wellare of
all plasers.”

1 salel back in March when the seme mo-
tlen was defeated at the ladiez foothall
(1] that had 1t come before the ca-
mogle congress It would have falled also
To be honest [ find the proposal fimsy and
too open-ended.

It had to fail at the Camogle Congress.
The fact that it was defeated by the LGFA,
what would have happened if camogie had
it 117

Would the LGFA have had a carte
blanche and camogie have to play secand
fiddle on everyihing to do with the sport,
not atone fxiures? That possibly was a
concern delegates.

This joined-up approach most be led
from the top. Hawve they no shame in how
they an: portraying our organisations by
nod sitting down togather?

13 one organisation willing to and the
other not? Is it part arrogance? Or are
they both agninst i1?

1 don't know.

AT Encw i= that all this negativity and
lack of respect for players is a slap in the
face to all the :voogwnrk o by volun:
teers and the 30 movement aroand the
oOURITY,

This year's congress saw the election of
Kilttare native Hilda Breslin as president-
elgct. She will take up her position as
Uachtardn at the 2021 annual congress
next April in Armagh,

The All-Ireland championships will
take place over a nive-week period begin-
ning teday. This yvear's championships
will citlminate with the senjor final taking
place in Croke Park on Saturday, De-
cember 12, Tpm under Hyhts,



By Daragh 0 Conchiir _
WESTMEATH marked their debut

in the Liberty Insurance Senior
Camogie Championship with a
famous vietory over Limerick,
while Kilkenny pulled away in the
second half to claim the spoils
in the south-zast derby with
Waterford

Both ties were in Group 2 and
Westmeath have given themselves
an opportunity t;ll-ln: ?nking the
knockout stages at irst attempt
Esaﬂ_rﬁull of a stunning first half in

UL,

Limerick showed plenty of deter-
mination to get it back toa at
Hmﬂﬁmal wh.'iﬂiif!te.. e o
ei ints arter tes
they aﬁ;ﬂ rescued & deaw, bot
Westmeath netminder Fiona Keat-
ing saved in the fourth minute of

time from Judith Mulcahy.
t would have been rough justice
on the visitors though, as
they excelled for the majority of
procecdings.

Podnts from Kesting, Pameala Gre-
ville, Megan Dowdall and Ava Balfe
got them off to a tremendous start
and when Denise McGrath goaled,
they were in dreamland, Limerick
relving solely on two Caocimhe
l‘.'.'.'l;ld-'t-l‘_'l.‘lﬂsg_nmta from frees to have
it 1-7 to

Paul Sexton’s side finished with
four points, including their first
score from play by Orlaith Kelle-
Ier, to hint at mproved forfunes
but Westmeath s d plenty of
resilience, although Costelloe did
ﬁ[ her tally to in the second

Apife Doherty helped increase
the margin to seven and that
enabled Johnny Greville's crew to
hold off a determined rally by
Limerick.

The Shannonsiders will now play
Waterford with a lot at stake after
the Déise Fell to Kilkenny by (-15 to
0-8 at Walsh Park.

Denise Gaule and Beth Carton
shot three points each as the sides
went in deadlocked on 0-6 apiece at
half-time.

Interestingly, former plaver of
the year Anne Dalton began as pe
of a two-player full-forward line
and got the scoring under way. With
Lydia Fitzpatrick industrious
around the middle, Gaule capital-
ised on finding space with a couple
of lovely scores.

Abby . Annie Fitzgerald and
Carton were threatening though,
leading 1o a number of s that
Carton converted, while Lorraine
Bray was also on the mark. Water-
ford will rue not registering a goal
from a couple of chances however,

Eilkenny had the wind in the
second half and found another gear,
while Waterford carried none of
the threat of the W.

Katie Molan, fam Walsh an

her cousin Grace were among the

scorers as Brian Dow charges
ed away [rom Fer%ﬂﬂm‘s
ﬁjilt for a deserved tri

umph.

In Group 1, Offaly awarded Cork
a walkover.

Meanwhile, Tipperary ace Karen
Kennedy says the county are ready
tl:lll build mﬁ:‘emnt progress ahead
af today's Group 2 opener agiinst
Clare at The Ragg, which will be
streamed live on the Camogie
Association’s Facebook page, with
throw-in at 2pm. .

The procurement of a place in the
League Final, following a gritty
triumph over champions, and
All-Ireland kingpins Galway in
Ballinasloe’s uggan Park
pruvidﬂdjld!'h'l:‘d 'ﬁ;“&
national decider since
League final 11 years previously

but, unfortunstely, was & Covid-19

casualty.

“We still take the tives from
that and try take the momentim
forward, what we were building on.
The last few yvears we've kind of
gotten to the same stages and

are questioning is that as

a3 you can get, 50 we wanted to
prove a point in the League to show
we were with the top guns as well,

8T LOGTD

Stunning win
for Westmeath
as Cats cruise

“Tn other years, when teams
on top of us, we'd crumble and
the heads go down but we had a
no=die attitude going out against
Galway and stuck at it. We were
nearly all down at the backs for
half the but it was worth itl

"We have definitely improved our
style of play. Before it was more
traditional hit-and hope but we've
worked on our play, with more

A& APRATET
i
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support running. When come
i against Cork and Kilkenny and
n you have to cmﬁum WY
you play or you won't be getting
here against them.” -
22-year-old is working from
home where possible, living with
5 and sister = "we haven’t

killed each other yet!' — only going
inte Amneal's Cashel laboratory
when testing i8 necessary at the

start-up inhaler production
company.

“You never get anything your own
way against Clare. We always have
tough battles t them and we
know that Sunday won't be any dif-

ferent

I played with a lot of the girls in
UL and know the calibre of talent
down there, We won't be underesti-

mating




Goal-hungry Galway make winning start to fitle defence

~ All-lreland Senlor

Daragh O Conchiir

Wexford provided Indications
that the horror of the past
eodiple of seasons might be in
the rear-view mirror as they

quostions of Galway bo-
ore the Lierty Insurance All-
Iraland champions got thelr
Group | campakgn underway
with a 5-17 to 3-9 win.

Some of the issies exposod
by the hosts at Belleleld did
not go unnotiosd, bul victor-
ous manager Cathal Murray
was satisfied with his charges
response given the unusual
preparation, and that e has
enough to tend to In the weeks
ahead

"'Cﬂlml.rls down to Wexlord
and mﬂnqﬁﬂi‘d Hlmt's i VETY
g soore, LFFAY.

“There are plenty of things
o work on as well. We con-
cedod three goals and looked

rusty at times. Wexford were
definitely the hetter team in
the second quarter,

“1 thowght we stroggled a ol
with their movement and
didn't really track our
runners, bul we regrouped at
hulf=time amd thie second half
weas really, really god,

“We have a really !ut.rndi
panel, We've an awful lot of
quality. The girls are working
il and when they
the v.tmmﬁ., they have fo ta
1h

N

sty need that competition
for places. Plenty put up their
hand today and t n"l & really

ing s ,
Allish El‘l!u-l‘tlj' struek two
and Catherine Finnerty
afne in the first half for
Galway, but Mags Byrne re-
plied for Wexford and it was
%9 to 1-7 at the interval,

A stunning by Joanne
Dillan red {he margin to
four poinis cardy in the second
kalf, but with Carrie Dolan

Kilkenny's Miamh Deely is challenged by Waterford's Beth Carton in

Orla O Dwyer
flve points from
to make it 0-13 to 0-4 at the
break. When you're playing a
team like Clare, you need to
ot off to a good start or else
%w'mwdhilu'pul vl uneler
prossure,” Mulkuney noted.
“Hot that you're going to gel
away from them, they won't
give vou anything easy. With
the wind we todk our scores
wirll from out the feld. 1
thought we wers relatively
sharp from midficld up into
the forwards.
“At the beginning of the
1 SAmel RAh e 0
n pane] game now,
15 who start, and then

consultation by Ray Kelly
with hiz sideline and fourth
officials.

Mulizney made s number-of
altérations positionally and in
wr&mmﬂzh and the reactian
WS :

Dievane kept the scoreboand
ticking over in trademark
fushion from halls and
play, while Eecnnedy also got
on the mark in from her
new midffeld rale.

The margin was 12 when
Emer Kelly tore through the
heart of the Tipp defence o

in the fourth minuie of
-tlme, but Ger O'Con-

?trr "s charges pald the price
n

their Al-Ireland pionship match Waterford. Picoure: Een Sution whoever finishes the 5, On Saturday, Westmeath
s o - mmuismunu:ip 'IEIE E]nzﬂrdaduhatnurli;: 1-|11u4:
nine defeated Clare by 0-20  start the game, set it up an success over Limerick
l;;!:'g;zlg‘ :Hrr i;;lﬂ!ﬂt;'mm Emt"i‘he Haﬁ.m the other COme on to fin- H-rul'!'mi: IJ;aE :anim; ﬁar::;
and the all-action Asife Dono- The visitors solidly, ish the game. There's noother plonsh gbut, jns :
hue adding goals, Galway but Tipp soon opened up  way, YEAars ! T playing junior
wiera able to pull clear, with champlionship debutant That showed after the dis- camogie, ‘I‘Inr i nnuf
Bill Mullaney was under- Alsling Moloney, Karen missal of Moloney In ihe2h  accounted
standably content too as Tip-  Kennedy, Grace O'Brien, and  minute, following a peried of 015 to 00

Delee accuses Limerick camogie

Tom Clancy

Limerick camogle star Rebecea Delee
has lavnched a blistering attack on
those renning the game in (he county.

Detee, an All-Ireland minor and in-
tepmediate medal winner, ks one of nine
plavers from last year’s sguad wheo is
not plaving for the conty this year,

Rédsin Ambrose, Niamh Mualcahy,
Sarah Carey, Karen O'Leary, Deborah
Murphy, Lavra Stack, Lisa Leonard,
Katie Hennessy, and Delee were notable
absantees for Limerick's shock 1-12 to
01-12 dbeFeat to Westmeath on the opening
weekend of the All-Ireland senior
champlonship on Saturday. ¥

Delee withdirew from the panel, citing
a lack of support and frustration with
standards within the groap.

The Mewcnsthe West elub woman lonz
cruciale knoe lgaments playing for
Limerick in the Mational League last
February but says she recelved no stip-

o communication Trom the county
o or t team since then,
The former. Ashhourne Cup and

O'Connar Cup winner said; "1 had my
operation March 13 and 1 heard
nofhing feom any of the management
team. 1 was disappointed that [ gave so
much time to Limerick camogle and |
dldn't ear from then.

“I didn’t want much, a text would
have done, They [Limerick] didn't pro-
vide a physio or a S&C Coach. 1 know wa
were in tough times, with lockdown, bat
aven a text or a video call would have
boen good. 1 had contemplated leaving
fior o whike, 1 bit the bullet, and left the
groap.”

Dage 1o thie player cxodus, maniger,
Pauil Sexton has boen forced to recruit
new plavers from across the grades in
ilve county. But Delee was bemused by
the lack of communication as an exist-
ing panel member,

“I plaved under that management
team when 1 suffered that injury, Paul
was the manager that day and he
conldn’t pick up the phone to contact
me. If he was upable to pick up the
phone o me, then how can he confact
people he dogsn’t know?™

Delee won the Y someone is making that effort and
AllIreland Jundor :‘J thay show they are
Ladies Football tithe SR tryilng to
i 2008, h;irferﬂnl. - tﬂr&ﬂ :::
sk i“]. ! Yy slandard.

“We don't ask That fa all

uch, you can
E?wmm tha“ ask for,
tehes that are that is
eft. Somatimes we what De-

y for our own goar. clan did.

L oy
thit i !
ﬁ;urﬂ ﬁf”mmmé’fnm forward and take ¢ven
wie don 't always et food, We more backward, We fight
don't normally complain about for the high standards and
that, we just get on with it At then they are just gone.
the end of the day, we just want
bo be backed by the person that
i= over us. 4

':]"-"e wani |M|.:}1.E1n:{lﬁ.:l the 51anl— i Rebecca Delee is not playing
dards. It goes back to respect & this
and high standards, We felt that | | T i e
Declan Mash [2009] was disre- drawn from
spected. 1t°s the small things | Picture: Inpho/Qisin Keniry

ihat matter and once you see

chiefs of disrespect

“We are back to where we were a few
mﬁam. It seems to b a circle that we
A in.

“To be fair when Declan withdrew
[ the pl'lu:-a'rlmglr:maa te redurn
as manager], It was ti b tough for
whosver came in. For the first month,
we were holding onto that feeling that
we wanted Declan back. But we let goof
that amd felt, that “this is it now’, bual
truth be told, 1 don't think the stan-
dards were good enough from the start.

“Everyvihing needs to be kn order and
if it ism't in the first month you
e e ey

? £hiol &
felt [ didn't need to be in that environ-
ment anymore. | wanted to focus on my
knee and geot it right.”

There have bieen plenty of ups and
downs since her debut in 2013

.mﬁuﬂmtﬁ “ﬁ{;;u ht bt }'Inbl;

can't Kewp W Yokl Wan
da is play af a standard and com-
Pret oy e e
Eame agalnst Tipperary, and i
next match was in LIT. Obviously LIT

are our sponsors for the underage but at
the same time, there were no dugonts
and supporters were on the field. We
wenk from the Gaelic Grounds to LIT, i
lzshed rain and there was no cover for
the subs. Are people fghting for us to
pet thee likes of BrafT and Eilmallock? 1t
sE0MmE 1o b ond thing aflter another.™
Karen O'Leary, Deborah Murphy,
and Rélsin Ambrose are (cammates af
Meweastle West and the three have
withdrawn thelr services to the Limer-
ick e team, The main reascn ap-

to be A fiture pile up in Septom-
mhinh left them wilh“tﬂlw cricial

games in just eight diys.
Tt ism't the first time this

Last year, we played Cork in the
el e il Bl

ad to play a a -
emly the Egl!-nwing morning [for Mew-
castle West] and we were that the
fixture had to be played before a cerinin
date., We had four involved and
coming off a defieat against Cork wehad
to pick onrselves up the following
morning.”



imagine a more dramatie and

impaetiol inter-county debut
for the voung Tipperary player than
her performance against Clare in the
first round of the All-Treland camogle
champlonship last weekend.

Moloney i3, of course, one of Tipp's
star fooiballers, renowned for her
probing runs and long-range kicking,
hait Suncay was the Nest time that hee
camogie skills were broadeast to a wide
andieno, Wearing numbser 27, she fred
over three paints play — one
phenamdnal effort from her own 45 —
and assisted in several others.

IT that wasa't headline-graly
enough, she got a siraight med a
thir secomd water break to top it all off.

The Camogie Association's coverage
of last weekend's fixtures was of decent
guality, but the livestream form has ts
Hmitationg — fust the one camaera, briel
blind spots when the ball behind a
stanchion, and limited replays, to name
it few, The Tipp-Clare m'.'ernﬁedidn i
capture Moloney's off-the-ha
sending-off offenice, o you're reduced
fo analysing body language inan
attempt to figure out what happened.

Referee Ray Kelly called over Molo-
ney and mimed an alarming stabbing
mdion. Ah no, justa bit of 3 swipa,
Alshling seemed to mime back. Un-
moved, Kelly whipped out the red card.

Maoloney's ﬁhﬂﬁ;miﬂndﬂd me of &
sequerce n the ¢ ¢ Simpaons

fsodle 22 Shard Films About

eld, in which Apu reluctantly
laaves the Kwil-E-Mart for five
mhmtgt;utt%jr_ld;ﬁ:ﬂlhwﬂy. Ina rlils.h
to et to his shop, he ramages to
eat a hotdog, tear up the danceflcor,
have a romantic ancounter in a garden
shed, and fall into the poal, all in the
space of five minutes. Moloney simi-
lardy fit a season's worth of thrills and
spills intg three-quarters of a mateh.

Aside from Maoloney's performance,
D i o101
parspective n the L ory
ower Clare, It was one of those balting,
confident performances wihers points
are going over from all angles, powarsd
by sheer exuberance. The players are
clenriy exeited to he playing together
again, and— since their first match was
in the Ragg — there was an element of
*nat an oir patch” bravado to the
parfermanoe. Bolsin Howard's fist
pump after her point in the 11th minute
reminded me of the stakes, of how long
these players have walted for their
champlonship, of how much this all
means — partlcularly in 2020, when
uncertainty hovers over

Elsewhere, a supremely confident
Ciiit Devane was on fire, popping overa
couple of her trademark over-the-
shoutlder palnis. Yeteran defender
Mary Ryan, in her 15th inter-county
soqenn, was reck solid at full-back, oven
bairsting forward [n the dying moments
af the game to set upa Miriam Camflon
seore, Orla O Dwyer was hopping off
the ground, hor spring season with the
Brighans Lions clearly having done her

gol

Ona has to Imagine that the presence
of mulii-sport superstars such as
O'Dwyer and Moloney will have
transformative effect on Tipperary
camoghe, anid uently on women's
Gatlic games as a whole, As someonse
who has been a one-track sportspers
son for most of my playing career, 1
find it fascinating what you can
leaurn from team-mades who play
piher sports to.a high level. Exm r
players are brilliant at anticipat-
lmﬁnmt maoving into space. Baskel-
ba Eln.:mrs are masters of the

ISHLING MOLONEY doesn't
A do things by halves, It's hard to

pass and the overlap.

Eimear
Ryan

Weneedto ©
work harder
to hang onto
multi-sport
superstars

Footballers love to run it; Moloney's
direct rums are pure football, and
devastating in a camogie contexi.

Thou 2 dual plaver has
essentially been eliminated from men's
hurling and faotball, it's still a
relatively eommon ecour rence in the
womeén's codes — not least in Cork.
Libby Coopinper Meabi Cahalane.

. Mea Ane,
Fiona H-egﬁng. and Ciara MeCarthy.

This unique strand in camogle and
lwities foptball is further complicated by
e emergence of the AFLAW, which in
320 has 16 Irish players on its books.
{Indesd, Moloney herself has turned
devamn A couple of effers fndm Australian
clubs, apting to finksh out her degres in
DO betore deciding whether to go
gamni-pro o not.) Some of the 18 are
triple threats: O'Dwyer play's camogie
and ladies football as well as AFLAW;
Sarah Rowe plays both Indies foothall
and soocer.

What knock-on effects will this injec-
tion of professionalism have on
women's GAA in the years to come?

Most of the players who have gone bo
Australia are extromely loyal to Gaclic
games, saying in interviews that their
inter-county teams remain thetr first
Towe and first priocity. The fact that the
AFLW season takes place during our
wintertime means that county Yers
have g0 far been abile to balance both.
But another striking theme in the
plavers' reports of AFLW 1= their
appreciation for the seml-pro setup,
with top-class facilities shared equally
with the men's squads. Suite apart
from being paid, the players are hooked
after exceptionally well. How must it
feal to come back from that
environment toa sport wher: not even

cxpenses are provided?

0OTH the Ca Assoctation
amd the LGFA have been
embroiled in & steiking oo of
player welfare cantroversies in
recent months, [E began in Tipperary al
the end of September, when Cahir
ladies football and camogie leams were
enpeched to play twoe county finals in the
span of 3 weekend, Understandably,
they made ihe difficult decision to
withdraw from the camogie, hamding
Enockavilla a hellow victory. Moloney,
Howard, and AFLW star AJatln_Er
MeCarthy were among the Cah
players impacted, and ail were
ouitspoken in thelr frustration.

Cork’s dual stars faced a direct
fixture clash when both the camogie
and Edics footlall teams wero
schedigled to play All-Ireland
champlonship pames on Saturday
Movember 7. clash has since been
avohded, with the ca match moved
1o the Sunday — but still, playing two
championship games in the space of 24
hours 12 haﬂﬁy ideal. More recently,
nine Limertck players left the
inter-county camogic sebup, again eit-
Ing concerns over player welfare and a
lack of support for dual players,

You might say that s 2000; that the
curtalbetl calendar is working against
us and that fixiure clashes woare
imevitalle. But this is a problem thit
CEOPS Wp every amnd thore seems Lo
be very itk will at administrative level
to solve it
".lt.rnm]l- mer!p'amhn-
plicit lack of res ]

spnse that the Eﬁn
will put up with im-
Eg bla sifuations
s of ther love
of the
Bt

fnm:r,
nereasingly
pliyers have

giving any backs
If woe wamnt b
amto o mult

SUEERLArS, Wi
b gl ve the &
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ofs, and wo
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Loyalty
indefinitely wit

a tough test
from new-
girs Kerry

INTERMEDIATE CAMODGIE
= Mary Newman

TOMORROW
Liberty Insurance intermadinte
cn-mhar. Cork v Kerry,
oad, Zpm
CORK will gal their intermediate
= -
champions Kery lomorrow.
Tha hip ia dhitied info Sour

grak the bog isarm in each
uﬂgfhgluﬂmm-ﬁuu_m;m

His involvement wilh the LICC imer-
muduuh“ camoge squad in 2019 led
him to bacoming the coach 1o e
Ashibourne side for the last bwo saa-
sons and when tha opporiunity aross
Ilvnuhannﬂmmn&gurﬂmhﬂc&m
he stepped up to the piate.

I got & call from Frances Killesn the
former Cork Inbermediate [
mmmmpmmmmmﬁc
coach and | pemiped on that oppor-

£

wias cerlaindy & eaming curve, but

is yaas | find mysell ina much beter

. I know the pleyers, but you'ne
I theungh.”

A U
i35
i
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3z
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« Maira Biuratt, and Mo
O'Riordan, who have dropped ol
chui b3 Shudies, and Linda Dorgan has

Maamwhiln, Limesick sanios

CRamogE manager Pa Sexion
has slapped covwn roem tho rols,
the eourity hiven confiermed.
& wwuwmdﬂy
matning, thy anrounced e

mdmh *du 10 :

ARor o shock homa defool b
ﬁﬁhﬂuﬂuﬁﬂﬂlw{u
Winksh Pagk 1o face Walarong on
Surddny allsmoon.

Hews ol Sexion's depAreED
cama just & few howrs aflar
an Joom for fheis_
socond-round clash inteo diys
iy wis announced,

.~ - Eocghan Cormican
- and Jool Slattery

s il
Titor "2 sbidil yeelor o
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Celebrations for Kinsale after winning the U14 C Championship.

Gould goals give the
seasiders edge over
determined Kilworth

Kinsale 3-6

Kilworth 1-2

KILWORTH made the trip to
Kinsale for the U14C cham-
pionship final recently.

On a perfect day for camo-
gle the sides served up a
highly entertaining contest
mwhere Kinsale came out on lop
but not before being severely
itesbed by a determined Kil-
worth side.

Kilworth were on the score
boamd fast as they opened the
iscoring with a peint firem Or-
laith Kenny and they held
jtheir bead a5 both sides battled
ton hard to find a way past two
very determined defonces,

Kinsale settled into the
game and growing in confi-
dence opened their account
with o Malsie O'Callaghan
geal and the same played
pided o poind (o put her sides
three clear ai the end of the
apéning quarter

Hilworth responded well
with Tara Carey paintin
forty fve but again Kinsade in!
back with a Nora Gould goal
and it gave Kinsale a 2.1 o 01
it the break.

From the restart Kin=sale ex-
tended their lead with three
carty with Ava McCarthy and
Catherine Murphy on target
ag they Rept the pressare on
the Kilwoerth defenoe.

Kilworth worked hard and
noeded a seore and Orlaith
Konny responded as she (in-
ishesd from an acate the angle
to the top corner of the net (o
EL:'E her sides a-much needed

Kinsale battencd down the
hatches as they sonsed a Kil-
worth revival and they held
vital possessbon (o ensure Kil-
worth didn’t build on their
gaal, Kinsale needed (o put the
result beyond doubt and the
adeled a goal with Norm Goul
on target before n Catherine
Murphy polnt sealed victory.
Scerern for Minsals: W Gould 2.0 M
O'Callaghan 1- 1, ¢ Murphy 0.4, &
MeCarty 01
iﬂmn:ﬁh‘.nm,- Bl TwaU-HM-:

Hayes, A. Hnl:llmr 1: Hl.lrp-h:f &

Hl-u-lrlrr..I.Fu-r-
X elns ey

CAMOGIE

o Mary Newman
Subs: EMuwhEﬂ'mE

St Vincent's -1

[N what was a low scoring
contest Bandon had tweo
pointz to spare at the final
whizstle ever 5t ¥Vincent's
when the sides met in the
L14C plate final In Ballin-
lough recently.

Az the =core line indicated
both defences were on top amd
eores woere ol a premium, in-
deed all the scores came In the
first half with nefther team
registering a s=core in the sec-
ofvl half, a tribute to the hard
work and determination of the
backs on both teams who
worked hard to deny their op-
ponents any bit of roem o1
SpEIce.

It was ends to end action as
the opening hall progressed
Emily O'Rellly found the
range fior 51 Vineent's with a
point but the strong Bandon
defence stood firm as 51 Vin-
cent's searched for more.

Kate O°Leary converted a
forty five amd as Bandon kept
the pressure on the 5t Vin-
cent’s defence Maria O Dono-
van and Maggie France each
added paint to put two ba-
tween the sides and at the
break it was advantage Ban-
don 0-3 to 0-1,

On the resumption both
sides an: it their all on the
superb city divislon's piteh
biit with both rear guards
standing firm there was no
way through and it was Ban-
don whoe held on to the final
whistle to take the plate after a
anperh coniest,

b Buawsdon: ¥ OLoany, {45, M

Seadors
O'lomavan 01, Maggie Framde 0:1
oaich.

SL Vincent's: E O Ry 01
Basdon; £ Ivule:':an L E 'H'a.ugh E

F-:lw.l
I'!vllrlulFrml{

Ba, ﬂ'
ﬂ Hafizan, M ‘Donovan, A LiEs, A
oy, A Gllarein

MEWMHMAL}'M
Bvin for A Tioy.

S Vinconl's: A Gould: C Leahy, E King,
J Lyrch; & 5 Mgy -
Salmaon, E ngmeL:ﬂ ?4

Ko
m Calagharc A OShea, E

Eubs: R WicCarify Drswvan,
Hﬁnhﬂ.ﬁﬂm En'mluhs

Martina Havratilowa in action in 2002, “When | csme an Ihemutmmﬂrmdﬂﬂ hﬂﬂﬂm I don't think | got that kind of recep
tion because they didn't [ike my tennis or my very bad hairout.”

TO MARK the conclusion of 20m20 and io
colebrate what has truly been a trans-
formative l‘m:n—fr movement for Wamen
in Spord in Ireland, KPMG together with
20w presented a lve svent 1t Wednes.

¥,

The event almed at provoking debate
and to inaplee viewers and other stabe-
holders In sport to act and choose what's
nexct for “Women in Sport” in Ireland.

ETE's Jacqui Hurley hosted a magnifi-
cont event. She was joined by a host of
national and int onal tradlbiazers in-
cluding one of the most successiul female
tennbs players of all ime. Martina Nav-
ratilova,. Sonja O'Sullivan, Brian O Dris-
coll, Rachel Blackmore and Leonn Ma-
41 1y O

I was a bit starzirack if I"m honest
watching and listening to Martina Nay-
ratilova | was and remaln a big fan

Her history and restlience in becomin
one of the best tennls players in the wa
s mesmerising.

She offered us sorme fantastie lhaighis
infto how to be true to yoursel and beeak
down barriers. [ bring you here just a
snapshot of her story and advice.

It's & leszon for all sportswomen but
atlso for life in peneral.

Martina vas bom in Prague, Czechosko-
wikin, now the Czech Ropublic, an op-
pressedl state whene she wasn't allowed (o
think for hersell. She was 18 when she fled
i thae LS, angering the commanist Ceech
regime, which immcdiately stripped her
of hor nationality.

She later said she hid been forced to
leave Czechoslovakia becanse the author-
itios were tryving fo stop her from playing
in the: 155, where the majority of big tour-
naments were then held.

She last won at Wimbledon at age 46
dipite perople telling hor she was oo old.

Yesterday she fold us: “First [ was too
yvoung, then I was too old. | say to them, so
wihaen was 1 just right? You can't let other
people sob your limitations.

“H 1 ddid that ] would niver have left my
countey. T would never have hroken the
records that 1 broke, you would never
have eard of me.”

Another bold mowe in 1981 was when
she game oul a8 belng gay.

“1 wanted to be mysedf, | had {0 docide i
comibng out as pgny waman was the right
thing to do, s thiswas 1681,

penple, even my own family,

“l remember when [ pm'e_d Chris Everi R

Martina had to
have resilience

“Back then it was lonely out there and ©if
definitely not the thing to do. | was criti- :
cized from all kinds of places, all kinds of A

and we weore introduced, everybody =

clapped when Chris came out on the court
but & lot of people just sak on thair hands

when T eame on, When [ came on the court L=

some peaople even jeered and booed or

whistled. 8o, Tdon't think 1 got that kind of

reception bcnmlhesr l.udn £ like my ten-
nis or my very bad halrout.

‘Coming ont dﬂ"lnih;-]s' didn’t he :mir
tn:n.ms l.'a.rH: & price. 1t
the ﬂem tlve most was carear

*“I know 1 ko=t some endorsements and
sponsorships but in my heart | know 1
have gained things of much greater value.

*I worked to live my life to the Dailest,
with integrity, with intent, with Enowl-
elge that others might have come out be-
entise of my path and the chance tochange
the world for the better.

“The world has changed albeil very
glowly bat had I ot broken those bound-
artes 1 wouldn't be here sitting talking to

fﬂ“ﬁ"i-

= have to balieve in yoursell becanse
i you don't, who will and ¥ou have (o fight
for what you feel is right which is what 1
did and from there you've got to afay fio-
cusod o that yvou can achleve, you can
guccoed, becase you know life in peneral
is nover smaooth.

“It'z not elear satling, there are always
twizts and turns that have to be negoti-
atmd, es: ally now In the global world
s Mgt 1 portant atteibute for

o attribate for suc-
cessfully breaking down barrlers iz “Resil-
ience’, For all of yvou ouf there that want to
break through that glass ceiling for
women in sporting Ireland and areund
lhr.- wirld you must be resilont.

“You must be able to bounce back from
bow podnts, to bounce back from adversity.

Hird.l 0'Mahany presented Banden uptlln
Kate 'Halloran with the U U14 { camogie Plate
after her side’s win over 5t Vincent's recently.

1*ve heard it said that resilience is a tennds
layers best friend. Becanss even if vou're
osing, staying in the game and on the
court i= a victory in itself.

“It°s also ten siid that adversity is
what infradeces you 1o vourself, our Hves
are filed with highs and lows but I've
learned o stop viewing and lebelling ex-
perlences like a missed shot as bad or

good.

“1 treat them as challonges or un-
ithes to grow and improve. So, you've got
to treat your life as a game when you're
constantly being challenged.

STreat the vow for equality for women
In sport as seomething will challenge
woun ahd you nesd to be vour best. And
when you do that, very Hittle will phase

Yol

“You will view negatives as -:hn.IJenFm
and an opportunity to grow. [ also think
I'm resiliont because [ live my valnes; |
ambrace valies like sportsmanship, fair-
mess, human rights equality.

“These quallties are what keops me
simnding cven If 1 am petting pummelbed,

“Tf you really do beleve sincerely in
what you're dnulﬁland your goals are
worthwhile you heve the confidence
to persevers oven If foced with nav-

sayers”™
Hever a truer word, What o trost!



Mttgfthy fears intermediate stars may walk away

BY DENIS HURLEY

CORK are among scven coun-
ties seeking the reversal of a
decision by the government to
lirmit the All-Ireland intermedi-
ate and junior camogie cham-
pionships to coanty fiest teams;

Cork had been due to face
Eerry in their championship
opener last Saturday but, on
Friday, communication from
the De urism,
Culture, I, Sport

and Media stated that they and
Dublin, Galway, Kilkenny and
Tipperary couldn’t compete,
while Clare, Limerick, Offaly,
Waterford and Wexford have
been excluded from the junior,
Along with Dublin, Galway,
Kilkenny, Limerick. Tipperary
and Wexford, Cork have so-
signed a letter to the ard-chom-
hairte of the Camogie Associa-
thon, asking for the decision to
be reconsidered, ’
Otherwise, Cork manager

Mark McCarthy fears that, giv-
en the manner and timing of
their elimination, players could
be disenchanted to the point of

EIVITE U
T'd imagine o, he sald.
"When you're trying to build
towards something for six
weeks, with three seszions a

wisel, and the anticipation and

the drive within the camp that
that brings, and all of & sudden
it's taken away, 24 hours before
competition, you'd be thinking

some girls would throw their
cyes up to heaven and say,
"What's the pointy”

“That's what I'm getting back
from Are A coul-
pe of senior players who have
reached out to me amd sald,
“Whatever it takes, we'll back.”

Il a petivion could be got
going. the same way the Cork
minors did ar the start of lock-
down when that championship
was taken away - Jerry Wallace
started o petition and got 5,000

signatures,

They're looking towards thar
but I suppose time is against
us, There are 150 or so players
disappointed with this. If we
hiad been told that the whole
championship was called off
and the senior was getting all
the focus, with testing and 50
on, youw'd say falr cnough.

“For the whiole thing to go
ahead without us because we're
 second team, it feels like a

imthe teeth,

It is belleved that the possibil-
ity of ;-mrnr and fterm
o junior panels mixing was a
factor in the decision, but in
Cark the two squads had been
preparing independently.

"That's why we're so frus-
trated and stunned,” MeCarthy
s,
"We're a completely separate
panel and separate entity —only
once in six weeks did the senior

CORK Intermediate camogle
manager Mark McCarthy fears
thit somme memibeds of the pansl
ray opl out after the decision to
exclude the team from this
yoar's All-Ireland championship,

The Rebels hed bean E:f o
face Ky on Saterday (1)
Friday a direcive forced Cork
and alhar second outfits
— Gabway, Kilkanny, Tipperary
and Waslord — outiof the cham-

Intermediate Rebels may opt out this year

CAMODGIE

¥ Denis Hurley

*I'd kmagine 50," ha said.

“When you're Ingng o il
towards somathing for six
waaks, with thrae sessions a
weak, and the anticipation snd
tha drive within the camp that

compatition, you'd be thinking

couple of senfor players wha
have reached oul 1o ma and
said, "Whaltever it takes, wa'll

It a patition nuuldmblecgu:
g, this sEmMa Wiy or
ﬁmm dic a1 tha stad of lotk-
e (ko ey - Jorsy Waltach
was 1aken Bway -
siarted a pabiion and gol 5000

signaiures.
“Thay'ra ing Yerwcards thal
but | suppose fime i agairst us.

is lef nted some girls would throw their  If we had baon told thal the
with thi cail and feels that some a5 up to heaven and say, whole chamgsonship was called
playars may ba so dlsen- ‘s b poant? off anid the Senior wad getting anl

chanted that they won't coma
k.

“Thaf's what I'm getting back
from tham but thera are a

the Tocus, with testling and so
on, you'd say fair anougi.

Cork intermediate camogie

manager, Mark McCarthy.
“Fof the whala thing to Eﬂ-
ahead wilhout us becausa

a seasond team, it foels like a
kick in the teath.”

White's knee injury a major blow for Cork

CORK camogie has suffered a major blow
with key player, Julia White, ruled out
after suffering a serious knee mﬂiua
recent challenge garme apainst Waterford.
“Unfortunately, Jukia's injury has been
diagnosed as a fractured knee-cap and
formur and it will be next year before she
will be abde to play agiin,™ said 'n'lan.nfﬂ'
Paudie Murray, of the Douglas club
player. She won't naed o have an oper-
atlon fer her injury, but her rehab will
take a good deal of time.
= Julia’s absence from the team is a
huge loss for us, as she is a player of out-
standing quality.”
; White has five All-Ireland medals at
sanbor level and hit the winning point
ﬁlﬂ Eilkenny in the 2017 All:Ireland
Cotk. who were given a walkover by
CHfaly for last weekend's opening pound-

m Paddy Hickey

and Galway to come, and could also be
withouwt experienced defencder, Laura
Treacy, on bt 3.
~Recanse of her injury, Lanra’s hand
origh had to be put in a cast, but she
now has that removed,” said Murray.
“She ks now able to take part in the ran-
ning part of the training, but she is not vt
abbe to cateh a hurley and sirike a ball,
“So [ think the game against Webord
will come a Hitle oo soon for Laara, but,
hopefully, she will be available for the
i
A 5 that veleran
ACE, mmgl#mnm. has returned, In
the wake of St Finhare's defeat by Innlse-

All-freland medal winner has decided to
defer her retirement.

“We didn't want to rush Gemma intoe
making a decision. Mow that she has de-
chied to give it another go, we're de -
il that she will be with ug once again,
Murray said. “She played in a recent
challenge game that we hod against
Waterford and showed that she Is in ex-
cellent physical conditbon.”

Meanwhile, Murray has called on the
Camogie Aszociation to fix champlonshlp
thios for grounds that have decent playing
gurfaces. “Last woekend, the game be-
tween Wesdord and Galway was played at
Bellefield, in Ennizcorthy, and the
bebween Tipperary and Clare mﬁe
at The Rapg (near Thurles), And the sur-
face at both grounds §2 not of a suffi-

robin tie. have games against Wexford

arra in the club semi-final, the nine-tme

clently high standard for championship
matches to be played on them.”

Bgise to
victory
Daragh O Conchuir

Two goals from Miamhb
Rockell gave Waterford
their first triumph of the
Liberty Insurance Senior
Camogie Championship
and set up a winner-takes-
all clash against Wesimeath
on Sunday weel with a
place in the Guarier-Finals
up for grabs. :

e tae Fisk mituts
first = m
m'termmm deft work and vi-
glon by Beth Carton, the
ame wag turned on its
ead after a tightly con-
tested apening quarter.

By the time she notched
up her second, from an-
other Carton assist, twa
minutes from the end of
regulation time, they hied
the game pat bo bed despite
Costeltos clocking up elght
polnts, running out 215 to 0-
8 wiclars.

waterford manager Fer-
gal O'Brien is looking for
more from his side for the
futire, however.

“Brme nEpects of the per-
formance 1 wouldn't have
been happy with it. 1
thought overall when we
needed o, we pished on but
[ think we weren't clinical
enough in front of goal in a
couple of passages of play.
=80 wi'te happy just to
get the win today but going
Farward we'll have (o be a
bit more cmﬁr!.ill in front of
e goal T :

'Eﬁ:‘r about 10 minutes
wemtgulnE:... 1 think LH'IJ_“-I
get a goal in Camogle, ivs
warth so much more than
three poinis. I1's 8 massive
seope and 1t did give us a bit
of 4 Ut and we drove on
firom there, started creating
mofe and more chanoes.

Limerick are now out of
contention, while the result
also confirmed Kilkenny's

ah to the semi-fin.
als as Group 2 winners.

The Moreslders were on
fire on Satunday, Miriam
Walsh hitting a hat-trick of
poalzs, Aoife Doyle gratiling
two and Denise Gaule tot-
ting up 1:8 as they blitzed
westmeath 6-23 to 1-7,
Megan Dowdall goating for
last vear's Intermediate
champions.
~ pipperary confirmed
their participating in the
1ast six as Group 1 winmnoers
by petting the better of Dub-
B
in =13 ko :

Call Devane shat 1-6, the
poal coming in the 13th min-
ite as the Tipp talisman
reacted with alnerity after
Micole Walsh's shot Tor
pu}in?hcnmﬂ- back off the

upright.

publin remainod com:
petithve throughout, Sindad
Wylde and Alsling Maher
{0-7) keeping them in touch
hut Grace 0°Brian, Orla
o' Dwyer, Rolsin Howard
anvl Devana were on target
at the other hand (o ensure
Tipparary’s SUMEmAcy.




DENIS ﬂ'l:]BLEY spoke to Cork carnugle star Laur:a Treacy ahead of their championshipepener ~

{:c-ri-: star Laura
Treacy at the
recent launch of
thie 2000 Liserty
Insurance All-
Iredand Carmoge
Champlonshigs.

IT has been a long wait for a
championghip game for the
Cork senlor camogie side — ex-
tendded for reasons bevond ther
contrel — but Lavra Treacy is
laoking forward to fmally get-
ting into action.

The Rebelz had been due to
face Offaly a fortmight ago but
the Faithful County forfeited
due to Covid-19 factors and 5o
this Sanerday’s closh with Wex-
ford in Piire Ui Rinn (Zpm) is
theclr opener, with o trip to face
All-Ireland champions Galway
thee folbowing weelk.

1 think we're ready to play
now, she says, “we went back
teaindng n Movember of last
wear and it’s hard to think that
it’s nearky 12 months bner and
here we are lining out for the
first round of the champion-
ship,

“We're ready togoand | think
we need the games, somdéthing
tan b Aiimning: fior. We were goar-
ing ourselves up for the Offaly
gamse and that didn’t happen so
we had to regroup again.

There’s been another two
weeks of intense training 1o
build the whole thing back

uip and we're all really look- °

Mw m& wul-tmd

‘We just need towin
one of these two games

andwe're guaranteeda
quarter-final’

they've been training for the
bones of a year and want that
jersey 20 every girl is booking
forward ot

"Wiexford will obviously bring
their own challenges and then
we have 1o go to Galway and
try to overoomie them in thetr
hame patch, which is going to
b huge.

It's o great experience for
the new girls coming on. We
just necd to win one of these
two games and we're guar-
antecd a quarter-linal. We're
looking at Wexford and if we
can get over them, we're in a
quarter-final,

Then i we could bear Gal-
wiky we'd be straight into a semil
bast that's & bit of a bomes, we're
not really thinking about that
just yet. We need to reach the
quarter-finaks first and then
hopefully regroup for a huge
game against Galway the fal-
lowing weck.

Treacy is a nurse in the

CUMH colposcopy clinke at St
Finkarr's Hospital. In ferms
of camogie, she benefits from
the lack of night-shifts or week-
end work, but obvieusly there
is a constant elephant in the
room to deal with in terms of
Conid-19.

“It has affected us toa certain
degree, she says,

"Everyons has to wear a masgk
im the clinie and thelr tempera-
ture is faken when they come
through the door and they're
asked all the uwseal questions
like i they've been vravelling
abroad or experienced any
EYMPLOMmS.

“We hawve quite a big wait-
ing room but only a minimal
amount of people are allowed
in. Quiite a fiew reatments had
to be cancelled in the eagly
stages when we didn't know
the extent to which it travelled
through the akr,

"We've had to adapt, like
everyone else, and the health
system has to keep going an-
yway g0 you keep going and
learn ways to adapt. It's weird
when youre inwork now and
not wearing a maski

T'm obwiously cautions, we've
had the masks on in here all the
tirme and just washing my hands

resularty and doing everything
[cam ta nat pick it up. You could
pick it up in Dunnes Stores as
easily as you would inside in
work.

In the midst of all of thar,
Treacy drew headlines recently
when she was the Cork repre-
sentative at the championship
laumch and staved that the team
would consider strike action if
a scheduling conflict affecting
dual players Hannah Looney,
Fiona Keating, Mecabh Ca-
halane, Ciara McCarthy, and
Libby Coppinger wasn't sorted.

While not seeking to bearev-
olutionary for the sake ofit, the
Killeagh narive feft that action
wis needed.

"It"s something thar we've all
fielt so strongly about over the
past few years and 1 got the
opportunity to speak out abour
" she says,

1 am the WGPA represent-
ative and 1 suppose 1 felt it was
my responsibility 1o represent
the girls and their feelings
about it, secing as 1 had the
opportunity o do that. 've
spoken to all five players on
nimerous cocasions about this
Initially, they were saying that
they would sit out both ratler
thon having to pick one code

aver the other.

"When I was hearing thar
and | went back to Pawdie and
the WGPA and spoke 1o other
senpior players like Orla Cronin,
we felt that we needed 1o takea
stand with those girls. Theyre
basically efite athletes ar both
levels, =0 how can we let them
g about this by themselves?

It was something that need-
ed to happen. This has been
going on since way back when
Mary O'Connor, Angela Walsh,
Briege Corkery, Rena Buckley
head it going on vear after year
after year.

"Social media has been driv-
ing this for the past few years
and maybe people think that
it's something that's only been
happening more recently, bat
it"s been happening for a lot
longer and semething needed
to be doni.

‘Peaple have been talking
about the 20x20 campalgn and
the “can't see ir can't be it™, but

it seems that we're constantly
battling this. The camipaign was
about change and evolving but
still, in the year 2000, we still
had girls in the position where
three games were clashing.

*So far, two have been re-
solved but the situation with
the All-Ireland semi-final sxill
remains to be changed by éither
the Camopie Association or la-
dies’ football,

It’s not someching that I'm
going to give up on-or that the
girls themselves are going 10
give up on. [Fit isn't going to be
changed, then, If we're locky
enough to reach an All-Ireland
semi-final, it might be a case
that we won't be playing that.

“We don’t want that to hap-
pen and it's the last thing any-
anE wants to be doing but its
time something drastic was
done about it for vounger girls
who want o play sporis. Things
like this are-going to keep hap-
pening otherwise.
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CAMOGIE

SATURDAY: Liberty ingurance All-ireland
Champlanship: Cork v Waxlornd,
Piire UL Rinn,
THERE are counties battling it out for
uarter-final spots in their groups and
%::r:l-: have vet to strike a ball in this year's
Libert

Insurance All-Ireland senlor

champlonship.

1114;11' have three points frem ihe walk-
over they received from Offaly and have
just two games left. That's why tomor-
row's second-round te with Iss0

be under immense pressure b get a result
in Galway next weekend, Cork are in
Group 1. With three groups, the winners
of Group 1 and Group 2 proceed directly to
the semi-finals

A further deaw will take place: The
winner of Group 3 and the runners-up of
Group 1, 2, and 3 will play each other in
the quarter-finals.

S0, Cork need six points, at least, and
maybe a higher scoring difference, if
points finish level, to advance to a

uarter-final. That's where the walkover
o5 an mnsfﬁ-;l:‘!t have no scoring
average because willKover.

If Wexford do beat Cork and Offaly and
if Cork dnl{f:il G;B-;i:'uﬂmﬂﬂﬂl i) E:'I-TI!FHEE
could be i e 0. S8R5
as if we're Ioo too far ahemd, bot with
just four teams in Groups 1 and 2 and
thres in Group 3, the cutormes will be deo-
cided next weakend.

Tt"s-a roust-win for Wexford tomorrow,
heving boat to Galway. provided
indications that they have put their
form of the past few seasons behind
as they asked some questions of Galway
before the All-Irela cimmpl.-mngfl.matr
camprign under way with a 517 to 349
win

While Galway looked on thelr way with
a feurth-minute goal from Catherine

Cork’s Laura Treacy at the launch of this year's Liberty camogie championship.

Wexford tie like
final for Rebels

Finnerty, Wexford hit back quickly witha

smart finish tnll'rtmtbrmgﬂlyme.
Wexford displayed impressive spirit
and wark rafe and had the margin down to

fourr with just a minate remaining in the
first half, but a point by Galway's Cai-
triona Cormican and a second
lish D‘mllﬂﬂlﬂm trafling 3-8 to 1-7 at
the int

Wexford struck the net early in the sec-
ond half to redurce the o four poinis.
Centre-back Sarah O'Connor gathered

Sarah Healy's lengthy drive and burst
f.thrndn an nﬂhafl:ad to the supporting
Them accelerated forward, be-
wm: fo Shelly Kehoe, who
i po Joanne Dillon and

she made no mistake from 15m.

Golway responded and started to pull
away, bt Wexford continned to battle,
'Conner grabbing another goal follow-
ing another run down the cenire of the
Galway defence. It wasn't enough for the
Slanoysiders, but getting thres goals past
Galway ks a very pood rofurm. '

Conoeding five at the other end isn't.
However, and you would Lo pacey
Cork to have the upper hand in Patre Ui

Rinn tomorrow, Late antumn and winter
hurting isdifferent and Wexford tradition-

Al game, ssoms rEdy

Fictuee: BHFHODan Sheridar

have had the
t ha=n't been

lity over Cork.
sailing for Cork
sinee they rotarmed toacthan. A R beral
injuries have hit them, Thankfully, Laura
Treacy, who was nursing a broken hamnd
from & first-round club championship

for action agaln, after
coming through a challenge game lnst

Katrina Mackey is having difficulty
with a tendinitls problem in her ankle,
while Juila White I= more than likely out
I!-'l;r !J:n:dmnmlluidm' ulﬂ:rh:.’l'ﬂr. Slh'u‘:i been
plagued with injuries this past few sea-
sons and it's disappofnling for her and for
ihix team.

Other niggles have affected the squad,
but they seem to have come throwgh them.

We can a-couple of new names
making their championship debut along-
side regulars, Ashling Thompsen, Han-
nah Looney, Chloe Slgersen, and Gemma,
O Connor, who leoks Hkely to take op a
now atlacking role for the 2000 cam “

Cork w. Pauwlie Murray, knows
the {ask : .

*This {5 a firml Al we sl to the girs,
ihiz Is our All-Ireland final and wo have to
approsch ik that way, To go to Galway and
turn over the champions, when tse press-
ure s o, won'l be easy,” Murray said,

A drew will be enough for
Dublin against Clare at Fr
MeNamara Park today in the
quost for an All-Treland
quarlnr—!'lnalghm.

Alsling Maher was influen-
tial for the Dubs against Tip-

ry last wesl, 4 year after

ng told she might not play

again affer a biking ace £

: ! E-r;l:lm:] up with a double

reak in my leg and a break

amd dislocation in my ankle,”
she gaid,

=1 & up, looked down, amd
my leg was pointed ane way
and my foot another, T went in
for emergency a:mze?- wlire
rh?' putt in plates RCTOWS
and a bar.

"1 still have o plate from my
ankbe to just bolow my knee,
glnr;d I have :J'i.ﬁhlgimws arr:'.ll:[]l:

across throg a
at the endl. 3

=1 was told T would never
play again; but everybody's
been tobd that for something
o othor. haven't Ih&}."‘." I kil
knew that wasn't going to
hapgpen.”

A revised prognosls sug-
gested gix months from De-
cember 80 Maher halved-that
in her own heml, thrgeting an
All-lraland final in Msrch if
her elub St Vineent's conld
make it. Sarsflelds ended the
dream, but Maher was on the
plich for Dublin In Februaiy,

“Between the leg and in-
uries and overything thai's

n going on this year, we're

Just extremely grateful to be
on the plich and playving,

“Hut the pature of playing
olite sport §s &s 200n as you're
?-]'Ilmr&lm play, you want to

n, amd hope ' B b Jook
forward to o ulll.rgfﬂl'-ﬂ-ﬂal
aftor that what we will
be gtriving todo™




Referee Eddie 0*Sullivan with rival

1
captains Caoimhe Heffernan,

Kinsale, and Hannah Buckley, Bandon, before the U16 C camogie

champienship final in Brinny.

Bandon take U16 title but
Kinsale show camogie
strong in both dubs

Bandon
Kinsale

BANDON as they took
their first county thile
when they had & point to
spare over Ki in an
exciting contest in Brinny.
They were crownad 6 C
counity champions affer a
thrilling game where just
a point separated the sides
at the fall-time whistle,
Tha sides had met earlier
in the championship
series where Bandon had a
three-point vietory over
Kinsale and despite hav-
ing won their four prelimi-
| nary games to reach the
final they were taking no-
| thing for granied,
| They knew Einsale were a
lormable side and that
there would be litthe bo-
tween the sides and this is
how it panned oul ina
game that was balaneed on
a knife-edpge to the cnd.
Bandon opted to pl
against the strong wind in
thie opening half but were
quickly seitled into the
game a= they raced inton
fowr-point lead by the first
water break.
Kate O"Connor and Han-
nah Buckley were on tar-
get form play, with Laura
Cummins converting two
frees.
After the water break Kin-
sole settled and got on the
seore board Catherine
Murphy pointing twice in
the second gquarter ansd at
the interval it was Bandon
who led 0-4 (o 0-2,
Despite pla with the
wind In their faces Kinsale
hit the front within min-
| ules of the restart thanks
to an Ellen Crowley goal
which gave them the lead
for the firsi time,
Handon had to dig deep
and they replied with two
inis in a row Rachel
"Donovan Toom play and
again Laura Cummins
converting o free to edge
Bandon back in front.
Flay was fast and farioas
with both sides baitling to
pain a firm grip and two
alrong defenees made i
hard as they clowed down
| every attack with fieree
deiermination.
Kinsale respended to Ban-
dan hiliting the front with
it Mary M goul and
nt thie seeond waler hreak

0-9
2-2

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

with 15 minutes remain-
ing it was advantape Kin-
sale at the second water
break:
With the game finely bal-
anced Bandon upped the
pace in the quarter, a Ra-
chel O'Donovan point was
uickly followed by one
Aldsling 0"Connor to
level matiors with minuies
to o
1t looks as i the sides
would have to go to extra
time to find & winner as
both sides were denied by
excollent defending at
both ends of the field.
As Bandon kept the press-
ure on they won a free and
with Laura Cummins
:ml&lngnlrr nltnl: convert-
ng confidently edged
back into a m:e—p%t lead
0-9 to 2-2.
A few nnil-biting minwtes
followed but there wereno
further scores, Bandon
has the clock ticked to-
wards full time the sides
hattled hard but strong de-
fending by Bandon denied
o e
Opporiunity to
the =10 exira time.
Both clubs are not long in
ration.
are a new club
founded jost six vears ago
and they are m huge
sirides, while Bandon
wene re-established five
years ago having dropped
out of camogic for o
number of Years,
Huge eredit to both clubs
for serving up a wonderful
final and their echiev.
ement In reaching a coun-
ity final has o be ap-
planded.

Biol: I O Lagany for M :

KIMSALE! M Gonly; C Cahklll,
WicLoghlin, © Bamell: & 5 Beotisick,
B Chiwen, F Hayes: C Hodernan fch, J
Murphy; A Murphy, N Gould, G
Wurphy: W Foiguson, E Crowiey. M

Babeaz A McCiirthy for A Muphry, M

for A Forguson
Feteraa: Eddie O Sulvan [,

:l !:.-'1‘] i

Waterford's Beth Carton with Muireann Creamer of Limerick in their camegie opener.

e o

Rebels get

back in action

Linda
Mellerick

CORK were the only team not in action in
the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland senjor
champlonship these past two weekends,
having boen glven a walkover by Offaly.

It was a very strange and secrotive
bubld-upto y Minally releasing a stnte-
ment that a member of their management
team was diagnosed with Covid-1% and a
number of their players were solf-jisolat-
hlEqua to unrelated cases,

k finally got their champlonship off
the ground with a home game to
Wexford in Piire Ui Rinnat 2pm. I'm stine
the game will be streamed but af the time
of writing there was no notification yet
putt ot thore,

Limerick were defeated by debuatants
Westmeath and suffered a second loss to
Wakerford last weekend, It's very clear
that there ane big issues in Limerick ca-
mogle, There wers public statements
m:ﬁu post thelr opening defeat from

B e e
(4149

“We are talking about players, whe arg
not there. That's their decision. They have
decided not to come in. [L's not becawse wo
haven't gone leoking for them or anything
like that.”

Karen O'Leary returned: “This woald
have been my cighth vear playing senbor
camogio championship for Limerick. Mot
playving for Limerick is the hardest deck-
sion that T ever had to make, We are jost
siek of getting a raw deal and nothing
Sp0mms o change.”™

' Leary and oflsers witherew from the
Limerick camogie panel for the 2020
champlonahip in profest al thely rocent
club schedule in the Limerick senlor ca-
mogie and senfor ladies football cluh
championships. O'Leary, Deborah
Murphy, Rolsin Ambrose and Rebecon
Delee all play camogie with Newcastie
Waeal but opted out of Paul Saxton's infer
county cnmogie paned for the All-Ireland

y -

nine players who have withdrawn
services from the Limerick camogie
squad for 1% reasans. Those named
above were joined by Hiamh Mulcahy,
Sarah Carey. Lanra Stack, Lizs Leonard
and Katie Hennessy,

It's not clear why all nine removed
themselves bt Ambrose explained that
she, along with three other players,
slepped away over player welfare iisnes
arising from dual club player concerms.

“With ihe commdtment, offort and sac-
rifloes that playvers pat in, all weask for in
return is Respect for the playvers
and respect for our welfare both phosi-
cally and mentally, We strlve 1o achievs
m]]lﬂl stamdards and standards fAlber from

fop.”

On top of that, before they were due to
play Waterford Paul Sexton withdrew
himsell as manager “due to personal
family clrcumsiances’, ck are oul
of the competiton at this stage with 2ero
paknts and one game left.

With three gronps in the championship,
e strueture will see the winners of group
1and 2 direetly to the semi-finalks,
A Turther draw will take place where the
winmner of group 3 and the ronners up of

m,w,mmmmmmmmm.m

B
Rniadn Ambrose is part of a grou ?rr quart

group 1,2 and 3 will play each other in the
er-finals

Therefore, Erl:lup games are few. Cork
have Wexford today and Galway next Sun-
E&q.rnnd_mm nised bo et o win teday to

YInoe,

o, if Wexford beat Cork today, Cork
woatld huvwe i all to do fo travel to Galway
and beat the All Ireland champions in
thtlr&mﬁ llu;;f. H would however ex-

to take p-nmumd.?
H'ii't'ipparnry have impressed. They had
the magnificent dual r Aisling Molo-

mogle 1 chanes kaving focused on fhter-
eounty footbiall to dote, T always folt that If
Tipp could get her they would have a blg

=iy,

She seore] three wonderfol paknts from
m1d|!':|e'3!d in t&:ﬂﬂp&nln{gﬂﬁfﬂ:ﬂ&u&:ﬂbnl
Tipp's first-ro amme i uk
mpfrrm baﬂlndtfeutsaw her sent fo the
line with tweniy minuies played amd she
has since recelved a two-match ban mean-
ing she'll only be back for a semi-final i

Tipp get llxnulfhlhn‘i: ~finaal.
It could well bucmm ina
vartarfinal de af e posilta af
& net seven dava, would bhea

huge loss to Tipp I that srose.



as they giled by 11 points in
Fr Hclm:ﬂ Park yuI::'lturﬂuy
" was Kanchont Champlonshlp fa
Wiks t s

all but name at the Ennis mpuu.
following Tipperary’s win over
Dublin in the previous round, and
the tension was palpable right from
B S ke opiig i

mn & openin s neither
gide was able to IJL'I.ITd a command-
irg lead. Dublins Aisling Maher
Eunted a brace of frees, Chloe

orey glotted a *45 between the
posts and Eimear Kelly was on
target in the first four scores of the

EOITHE.
ed Clare in

Mairéad Scanlon
front but Dublin k Miamih

Gannon produced a real highlights
recl moameént when she phulﬁled

[COMMANDING.

forward to fire a rousing score with
25 minutes gone, in a game where

Every gatm: was earned,

The Dubs e o move in
firont throu isling Maher, but
Clare's running and

play in the forward line test ir
oppanents’ discipline in the tackle
and they 0-6 to 0-4 in front at
half time thanks to three scores
without reply, two of them from
it
COMITAN PEriormances in
the third quarter from the home
gide effectively settled the
Flayer of the match N O'Dea
led the way with a dominant dis-
play at centre-back, anchoring a
IR eteosta it oo

yey started to pull away
three more unanswersd

for the Banner
women and ¢ Dublin dug their
heels in, Ger 0'Connor’s women
struck a decisive blow in the 38th
minute, Dublin failed 1o deal with

an delivery and it
was Scanlan who reacted quickest,
gﬂﬂm'lmuusﬂmarmd itto
back of the net to move Clare
:i&iﬂpﬂhﬂ&ﬂ'ﬂd.
without ruply, Sehtantog thest G2
t ! Erip
mﬂmumtaatundﬁm ing the
Jili'danutuf?uhﬁnatﬂmaamumpm
very few attempts on Aisling
Corbett's

goal.

Corbett was eventually beaten In
the 59th minute when Sinéad
t the befter

of the Scariff-Cr custodian,
but it was scademic as Clare pro-

to the All-Treland
inalz, putting their defeat to
behind

them,
er 237 days without a competi-
tive game, Cork refurned (o action

- ——

ol

C

IZIE_HI:IL"F:-E-":I:I Gramin

L

-

lare book

placein
guarters

A
OV COMmimE 1 to
Wexford will feel that the losing
margin doesn't tell the whole story,
a3 two late Cork goals added gloss
1o the viclory. !

Paudie Murray's Cork side started
slowly vqmuiﬁ:i;duleuel al [wo
PeNEES A carly stages.

l-lnwufrl::r, the 2018 All-Ireland
winners to settle in to the
contest, - with Orla Cronin's
accuracy from frees helping Cork
extablizh a lesd.

Amy O'Conner found the net in
the opening halfl as she struck 1-2
in the first 30 minutes of action,
with Cronin's five first-half frees
contributing to a fve-point, 19 to

half-time lead.
da Bolger converted three

placed balls and Shelley Keogh
added two wellta

ken scores from

play far Wexford, 1
Wexford managed to hit back
with a goal in the early stages of
the second halfl to cut their arrears

1o two Eo:ms.
With Ciara O'Connor uxuellh:dg at
centre-back, they continued to
frustrate their opponents, with
Cork only leading by three at the
water break. o

However, Cork summoned all
their erience and a second
Amy O'Connor goal sealed the
victory. : —— "t

Substitute Saoirse McCarthy
added a third as Cork found the
scores they nﬂdadwmug a top
of the table clash against Galway
next weekend.



Cork's Ay 'Conno shoots over a pint past Werford' Louise O'Leary during the Liberty nsurance All-reland senior imogie championship

Piirc Ui Rinn,

Cork secure

Picture: Eddie 0Har

knockout spot

CAMOGIE

Linda

Mellerick
Corkl 312
Wexford 1-8
CORK iheir nimg e of the Lib-
oriy Imgg.:i'nme Eﬁmlﬂ:&iachnmpl.ﬂnshlp

off toa winning start in Paire Ui Rinn and,
due to their first round walkever from
Offaly, are now guarantoed at least an All-
Ireland quarter final spot ahead of thelr
trip to Golway nxl Sunday,

While the final score Aattered Cork
aflor Am;'. O'Connor and Sacirse
MeCarthy kit two goals minutes before
full tinte, they wikl be glad to have got rid
of thelr champlonship cobwebs. Cork
were dealt a blow the day before the game
with the news that Gemma O'Connor was
unavailable and conld miss the next fow
mﬁ:ﬂ' Iy O'Regan, Sarshelds’

VEANVAN'E
Ellen Murphy and Fiona Keating of Cour.
ey Rovers all made thelr champjm‘.shlp
dabat az Cork finlshed the fiest quarter
four points to three in front in a low scor-
apening hail,

‘s short pessing game got them in
trouble time and again with Wexford play-
ing a defensive stvle and ¢losing them
dovwn at every turn. It was clear that Amy
*Connor and Linda Collins had the speed
ingide to cause prnhlema bt supplar wis
short and slow tting turmed
nmandﬂm:.rmedlnham mtlmid-sed to
switch to the long ball when things aren't
going their way,

Weadord conesided five goals to Galway
last weekend and quite obviously that waz
something thnf wanied to prevent again,

But they sacrifiecd thelr attack for it in
that epening period while playing with a
nice wind. playing just two Inside

thelr threat was minimal, plcking
of T B in tha first 30 minutes,
|I|Hﬂ'ﬂl'l

ok led 1 u;rl;hﬂm Taalf thinpe nﬂrr.utm:r

Cork's Laura Hayes diears from Wexford's Linda Bolger during the Liberty Insurance Ali-lreland

senior camogie championship at Pairc N Rinn.

O'Connor, who was clearly on her game,
finished a nice Linda Collins pass to the
net. There was complacency in Cork's
E{aynl tiimes, twice getting hooked when
itinkly there was plenty of Hime toget the
ball away,
tlon, with the new ruling of not
havving to walt for the referes to approve a
puckont, Cork were guilty of not using
that to their advantage when at times
there clearly was an advantags on,

Cork wero the betfer side fist a Wex-
ford team rebuilding but they weren't
making it count and Wexford coubd have
and should have had the game level five
minutes into the gecond half:

A defenzive mix-up afforded Shelley
H;uhne the opportundty to pull on a leoss
ball to the net reducing the gap to two and
Woxford were handed bwo scoreabls [Mees
but failed to sonvert which would have
siagn the sides on level terms;

Orla Cronin was unerring from freos,
with a 100% conversion rate, and three
socond hnlf firees by the 52nd minate saw
Enrll four 1i-c-:lm:t clear bt not yet having
: mll.r fram play with supply slow

1

h:.;rew.tlm %;J‘H-: hit ni!u fast hall In
| smething from t, a forward
Il.tn;-'..s::ym Iﬂn%l‘u damage, and it
was Uhat which saw Cork close the game
ol

Picture: Eddie O'Hare

Substitute Clicna Healy did well to
win possession in the corner when the
oildz were stncked against her and her of -
lomd 1o Amy O'Connor saw the Cork Cap-
taim hii tive met from close range. A minute
later another substitute Sacirse
ey finished a fast move for Cork's

i

The game was out of Wexford's reach
mﬂmmrmt:m—mmm
for which was well anved by Amy Lee
as exited the cham Mr:gm o,

It was o stop-siart secan
many yellow cands nnn Iy showm.
Cork looked rusty but will be thankful of
Lhnm‘nu}madnl'nmtmk’sduhha-
tween the table's top fwo. Cork’s Fiona
Htﬁt!ng breaks from Wexford's Katie
Pleture: Eddls O'Hara
m1#.c:‘hﬁlﬂﬂﬂ-
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Keatingwil
not fon;et

year after
three finals

m John Bohane

CORE dual star Fiona Keating
has enjoyed a brilliant 2030,

The 18-year-old sports ace
has won senior county ttles In
both football and camogie,
with West Cork and Courcay
Rovers mespectivels, while sha
has also won All-lmeland bas-
ketball glory and Manster
foothall with her seconid-
ary schoal feams earlier this
Year,

This has been asurmeal year
for many, but Keating bucked
the trend with a very succoss-
Ful year. The modest ace re-
fected on her brilliant sport-
Ing achievements this year.

“Considering the year that
wia're all after putting down
even getting the chance to go
back training was unreal naot
to mind winning two county

{inals.

“I staried off the year ona
high with my school

“We won an All-Ireland bas-
kethall medal and a Munster
foatball medal back in Febru-

ary,

“During lockdown we con-
tirmed to irain in e hope the
seasen wolld go ahead. To

then get the o 20
ek e
Wais

“It gave us some bit of noe-
mality again. To enjoy s0,
mtich suceess was a bonus.”

The dual star played kKey,
roles in halpin&cuurcer
Hovers and Wesi
| senior county success in bath
s S o s s

W,
waa a.n inte-gml part of the

"I dun"l lhint it has Fhil. me
wigt. The aim this vear was o
win one as I've already lost
thires couinty titles. It was just
i dream eome trige really.

“We'vir always boen there or
thereabowts with West Cork
the past few T finadly
g0 that ﬂltp riher (his year

Wiks

ks m whu I suppose
we | alot Immms first
county final appearance in
2018. 1 think we were that bit
more experienced and matnre
this year."

the inter-county senior paneks

hack in September.
The senier camogie feam
began their champlionship
Last weehoend, while

the will play Kerry
this weekemnd -

“We started back training in
September and both manage
ment teams and group of glels
have been so welcoming.
There's a big transition firom
minor (o serior bevel, babween

Ph}'!-!nliwnmdmmdw

"I'm sure that will all come
b T iy :

“Libby Coppinger has made
my tranaition a lof easier, i

“She’s boen =0 poodl, She's
like my second maother, Elwsl
taken me undar her wi

“Anytime 1"ve ha il:l:.'
qeeries she'd alwnys be there

lnanﬁmummrm

with heer



Ney Zadp

O'Dea delighted to prove
Clare's doubters wrong

Camogie - &
Daragh O Conchiir £
FPlayer of the match, Niamh
0'Dea revealed that a desire o

shvow the "real Clare™ fuslled a

tremendous second-half rally

to give Ger O'Connell's side a

1-18 to 1-7 vickory over Dublin

at Fr MeMamara Park on Sat-
"y,

- The win propels them to the
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
senlor camogie quarter-finals
as Group 3 runners-up,

The Bannerwomen had
been beaten by nine points In
Lheir opening tie against

group winners Tipperary bud
had plenty to play for in Ennis
on Saturday,

“We had a lot to prove after
the Tipp game and I think
that's a proper representation
af this Clare team," sald
CDea. “Raln, hail or snow, we
stiick to our game plan. We
trusted oursclves, trusted the
stibs we had, and the manage-
Tmemt,

“The work has gone in sincs
before Covid has been mass-
ive. But we'll drive it on now
for two weeks” time in the
quarter-final and hope we can
iput up a geod display there
and show what we're aboat,

“That's the real Clare side

il P . g

VA

CUare's Niamh O'Dea (left) and Dublin’s Sinead Wylde tussle for a ball in the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senior Champlonship Round 3 game at Fr,
McHamara Park in Bunnow, Co. (lare on Saturday. . Ficture: :'nph‘;

yvou eaw thers on Saturday.
There were a lot of doubts
about us in the media during
the week. You take that with a
pinch of snlt as well. We know
what we're about and any side
we meet in a guarter-final,
we' e not geing to fear them.*
Thi hosts only led by 06 to
=4 at the break but Mairéad
turned the tie on its

Meanwhile, the manager of
All-Ireland champlons Gal-
way. Cathal Morray labelled
next week's opponents Cork
the ‘fnvourites this vear®s
competition after his team’s 3-
13 to 0-3 defeat of Offaly at
Pearse Stadium vesterday set
ﬁta clazh with the Rebals;

h direct pml{.;ﬁﬂun fo thie
zomi-final on affer,

head with & stupendous point Both sides are already as-
soon after the resumption, fol-  sured of a guarter-final spot,
lowed by a 38th-minute goal.  Cork having done the necess-

The margin continued o ary by overcoming Wexford, 3.
grow and Sinéad Wylde's late 1240 1-8 on Safurday thanks to
poal for Dublin was of statisti-  a brace of goals from Amy
cal interest only. D'Connor and a late major

from substitute Saclirse
MeCarthy.

Miamh Hanniffy found the
net twice in the first half for
Galway, and Aocife Donchoe
hit a fine goal soon after the
restart and though the west-
erners only managesd anofher
twio paints, Murray wies distn.
climed o e critical given the
atrocious conditbons.

“In the first hall, we're
rElly happy with the way we
pliayed,” Murray declared, <2-
11 = 2 great score at half-time.
1t's wet and cald out there, The
second hall went away from
us a small bit. We probably

tried bo ke too much out of
the ball and walk it into the
net but overall we're happy.
It's very hard playing into that
breeze and the wind. We came
here looking for the victery.
Thore's plenty to Improve on
bait we're happy.

"1 was listening to (Cork
manager) Pandie (Murray)
and hi: was talking about how
1t wasn't worth his while
eoming up (o so¢ the game(
bat we know how good Cork
are, They*ve Gemma O'Con-
nor to come nto the team,
Sadirzse MeCarthy came on
(against Wexford), Cliana

Healy came on. They're fa-
vourrites for the All-Ireland for
a reason. They've been thero
and done that.

“It's a huge task for ns next
wieok but it's something we're
looking forward to. Where we
arg and where Cork are, we
have two chances to get to o
semi-final

“You either take the chince
next week or ¥ou go intoa
quarter-final againat the likes
of Tipperary, Waterford or
Clare. That's a loftery and you
gt caught there, So there's.a
ot at stake and 'm sure ft's
Bonni be a cracker.”

8Y DARAGH O CONCHUIR

CORK manager Paudic Murray
is looking on his side's top-of-
the-table Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland Senior Camogie
Championship Groop 1 clash
with champions Galway as an
educational exercise for many
of his charges,

Having played just three
games this season and only got-
pen their championship cam-
paign under way last Saturday
with a workmanlike defeat of
Wexford, the Rebels travel to
Pearse Stadium this Sunday
{2pm) as underdogs, with both
sides assured of a place in the
final six but a direct routs W
the sefi-finals on offer.

Cork were awarded a walko-
ver win for their first scheduled
fixture by Offaly. However, Gal-
way's superior scoring differ-
ence from each side’s victories
yver Wexford puts them ahead
of their rivais in the table,
meaning that Cork will need to
win on Sunday in order to top
the group but Murray insists
that the primary goal has been
achieved,

The Cork boss is not averse
to playing down his side’s
chances in public but it is im-
passible to argue against the
notion that Galway are the fa-
vourites to prevail,

‘(Wexford was) our third
game thisyear,” said Murray on
Sport Export Cork.

‘Certainly we wererusty. The
first half was good in patches.

Mission
accomplished
already says

Cork boss

We probabily could have moved  ries so preparation has’t been
the ball a bit quicker but other  good. It's a g game to gt
than that, | thought we were  and we're in the quarter-final
fairly good in the first-half, Just and that's really a:]I e WAk,
that third quarter really killed W'l five girls making their de-
us, Wexford came at us and  but so this team is very young
troubled us for long periods of  and I think every game that we
hat quarter. play this year, we're going to be
"We've had a number of inju-  in a dogfight.

*We're facing into Galway
and it eould be a long trip for
us It a fairly daunting pros-

pect.

We're down five from last
year and Galway have re-
ally strengthened with the
McGraths coming back into
it, Rebecea Hennelly going

very well, Rdisin Elack coming
back into it as well, S0 certain-
Iy thev're a far stronger outfit
than last year, Some people
would say we're weaker. [t
could be a lonely journey homse
for ws’

Meanwhile, Murray is hope-
ful that the noew playing rules

Cork manager
Paeticiie Bburnay,

being trialled throughout the
championship will be retained.

‘Certainly there's more
physiealsty with it and we're all
crying out for that. The quick
puckout is something the
hasrling might leok at in that it
speeds up the game. Hopefully
they'Hstag
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CONSIDERING that it was Cork's first
competitive outing since February,
manager Paudic Murray and captain
Amy %'Eurmnr were more relisved
than thrilled with reaching the
guarter-final of this year's Liberty 1n-
surance All-Ireland championship by
beating Wexford.

After being glven a walkover by
Offaly, Cork got the job done on Samir-
day agninst Wexford, with Galway to
comie, 1

“Itawas a great gamse (o get, our third
eompetitive game this year so cer-
tainly we were rusty,” admitied Muor-

Y. b
“Eywouldn®t be Lll;tuulhtil]ppg Emlll:l.}::ll
mﬂl TANCE, ParikCuiariy |
rier, that really killed us 1 think.
E::' first half wasz good in patches,

Corle’s Amy 0'Connor gets the slictar away from

Win is important at
this stage says Amy

CAMOGIE

& Linda Mellerick

i d ke us to move the ball that
bit quicker, but other than that, I
thiotght we were fairy good in the first
half, Wexford cami at us in that third
quarter and they troubled us for long
periods.

“Hunt we changed things around just
m;:;ﬁ to the end af that period and it
wWor

ol for ws,"
Eﬁuwafnglm1gym golng agaln, after

FUch & E H
“There's no doubt about that, par-
tieularly in the conditlons that we're
plaving in. I don’t want to be making
proises, but we've had a number of in-

= g . P
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juries over the last number of weeks 5o
preparation hasn't been good.

“g: vou know it was a good gagmse 10
get. 1 think the bottom line réally is
what 1 said to them after the game,
we're in a guarter-final and that's
really all we want.

“WWo've five girls making thelr debut
here today so this team is young
and [ think any game we pls is year
we'Te going 1o be ina dog fight.

Cork captain Amy O'Connor, who
was really on top form at Piire Ui
Rinn, said the result was the key thing.

swo're thrilled to get the victory.
Obvionzly, the performance was i bt
tackiustre at times and we know we
need to make massive mprovements,
but it's good to be playing champhon-
ship again, it"s been so long.

Wexford's Ainé Lacey during the Liberty Insurance Allreland senior camogie championship at Pér UiRinn.  Picture: o O'Har

“£0 we're delighted to gel the win,
that's what we came here (o do

=J think it's 237 days since our last
competitive outing,” said O"Connor,
who was obviously ticking the days off
an her calendar, 1

“It's been a long time. With all that's
going on with the uncertainty you al-
ways had gquestions in the back of your
head, despite remaining as positive as
vou could, whether or not it woild go
ahead 50 it'ﬁﬂnitﬂlr brilliant thst
it's godng ah

“We've won and achievisd w
tive, which was, regardless of i11]
get to the knockout quarter-final Stage
of this years champicnship and we've
managed that now s we're gl
happy with that and we know
we nesd to improve.”

Camogie kind of saved my life, says Waterford's O'Regan

Daragh O Conchuir

This alternoon Walerford s
Brianna O"Regan will be
laser-focused as John Der-
mody throws the sliotar in to
glgmal the siart of the second
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
Senlor Championship
quarter-final. 1

She i a compledely diTerent
oporntor from the one that 1il-
kel thie custoddinn's rode asa 16
vear-old in her debal Seagon,
when the Délse became Inter-
mediate champions in 2005,

Her puckowts Are mors var-
il ansl comsiderad, The shot-
shopping 15 at elite level, ag ovi-
flemeed by e acnlar div-
ing save from Megan Dowd-
all's penalty in st weekond’s
wlg.:_'mr Westmeaih,

/ dlme off, she heads
dewn to the pitch with her
cones to work on fostworkc amd
reflexes, the type of tedious

T those boaking on from the
aoutside never think of, chas-
ing for infinitezimal gains, a
1% that might just get yoi to
I!h:-rﬁiutu.r u - e oy

This is deadly serie
hor. Shie iz adamant that wiile
Tipperary, as semi-finatlsts in
i Last o seasons and with
anmse of 1ho hest plavers of the
modern era in thelr ranks,
will bie ferecious opposition,
Waterford mikst win,

But whether they do or not,
gl will decamp to her fnmily.
Her brother and sister, Her
grandparents. Her aunt. The
community that has always
Been there, The grevhounds.
Anal she will lace up the boots
agmin, for cnmogie Bs & ebend,
not o foe, ad losing & mateh
will never change that.

O'Regan's father, Bryan,
was A4 Mount Sion man,
though he had hueled with
Butlerstown when he was

youngerand with Reammore &
Bt a= well. As the ¢idest, Cian
followed him up to Mariam
Park and it made gense for
Brianna to do likewkse.

Whan her time playing with
the boys ended however, Bhere
wis o csunoghe so she had to
switch to neighbours De La
Salle, Having the outlet was
abzaluiely Imperative.

In 3006, when Briannn was
Just zeven, her parenis Bryan
and Johanna, and 21-month-
old sister Niamh, died in a
house fire af their home in
Ballybog, Brianna, Cian, and
Anron managed to cscape,

Asking about the mental
resllience required to play
poalle i redundant hore.

The three siblings have
lived with Bryan's parents,
Patrick and Joan since, while
her aunt Karen is a constant
support. The community
ra]lj od immediately and are

always present. Greyhounds,
mmkglglm and the GAA have
peen central to the process of
Hving simoe.

=We had greyhounds out
where we used to live, and
they helped my grandad
as well 5o we siuck with bt My-
self and my older brother are
drilled inte them as well. We
harvee arfsoant 15 out the back.

"Cams:le kind of saved my
life. And having the groy-
hounds as well, and you Kind
of keep pottering aroumnd with
them. 1 had and I:T»II.:II. have

i ple o me.

ﬁiﬂ?ﬂﬁuuidn'l heal from it
but you learn to desl with
wiiad happered. Yo 1ife can't
gtop on hold becanse of what
happened. You just have to et
up every morning and go as
they wanted your day to be.
You just have to keep going.

“I'm after missing many an-
nbversary masses, And Grand-

i was like, ‘Look, your father
wouldn't want you io be hire.
He"d want you to beout on the
pitch.’ When 1 miss them. 1 go
down to the grave amd have a
few words with them.™

The games do bring unwel-
come reminders, even if just
fleetingly. “It's not the sama
when you see all the rest of the
girls' parents there but I'd
have my nanny and grandad
there, my aunty and my two
h*nthemm"n? not hgtre h”.'.
thiey are e, I you gl me.

i 22 now, propacing for

a third consecutive quarter-
{inal on the trod. There isn’t a
Gaelic Games follower in the
Lot choesn’t Know their mew
coach, Dan Shanahan, For
many of these players, he
wonlld have been an absolivte
here, G Chulainn recking a
ack-to-front bazeball cap.

“I'd say the first two or
three training sessions we

had, we were Rind of fumbling

_balls, thinking, ‘Dan is our

coach!” &b then you thought,
‘Okay, you're to have to
rein it in now!’ We satiled in,
Dan settled in and we got
dowrn 1o work.”

Thiz afternoon's challenge
iz considerable. Tipperary
may be a little bit further
down the ling but Waterford
feel they have pakd their dues
and need to take another siep
themselves. “Tipp are a phe-
nomenal slde. We're after
meeling them the last three
sears. Karen Eennedy, Cait
Devane, Mary Byvan ane just a
handfnl of the plavers rt‘lu;.-'
have. All around the plich
they have hurlers that are well
able to play. But we have to
push on and get that win and

el tea L ::nr] then

opefully. ; Qi

AL hl#tﬂ'ﬂlﬂ
diono. =



BY GER McCARTHY

AUGUST 17th; 2013 is a date
etched in Linda Collins” mind
— but not for the right reasons.

The Gaelic Grounds in
Limerick played host to &
Liberty Insurance Alllreland
camogie championship semi-
Tinal between Cork and Galway
that afternoon, It was the day
the Connacht side shocked the

igning All-Ireland champions
0-14 1o 1-13 before going on to
defeat Kilkenny and claim their
first sendor crown in six years.

As unexpected as it was gut-
wrenching, Cork could mever
have envisaged having to wait
so long for an opporunity to
atone for that defeat.

It has been & long and Covid-
induced wait for another erack
off the title-holders in the
camogie championship. The
time has come, as Cork travel to
Pearse Stadium on Sunday with
a place in the All-Ireland semi-
finals on offer for the winners.

So, are Cork looking 1o lay
down @ marker or is it just
another championship game?

“For the season that's init, we
would love to bay down a marker
alright but having said that,
Galway are flving fit and they
are so physical, a great team,
Cork lorward Linda Colling
commented

“They are well able to take
their scores and work the ball
so well. They really are flying
it right now. They also have
played an extra game compared
to us heading into this weekend.

“For us, Gemma (0'Connor)

|n||u:|‘ed and we an 'ﬂ-\‘-"IH“.‘E
rm: a few other injuries as
well. There is also the fact that
we most all travel separately
ip Lo Galway for the E,II'I'H.'
to consider. They are major

‘Thereis also the fact
that we must all travel

separately up to Galway
for the game to consider’

game
—Linda Collins, Cork
forward

factors. It will definitely be a
tough test and we will be ap
against it but we will put our
best foot forward and hope for
the best”

It’s worth mentioning that
despite the obvicus rivalry, a
healthy respect exists between
the Cork and Galway camps.
The latter stepped in and
sportingly offered to change
the date of this weekend's
All-Ireland Group 1 game
during the ongoing LGFA
and Camogie Association
fixtures debacle
affecting five of Cork's
dual players.

That means Fiona
Keating, Libby
Coppinger, Hannah
Looney, Meabh Cahalane
and Clara McCarthy
are free [if needed) to
participate in the Cork
and Kerry football clash on
Saturday before heading for
Galway and their Cork camagie
assignment the dxy after.

It's a pity for the girls
invelved but Ephie Fitzgerald
and Paudie Murray work so
well together and make sure
they can train and play with
both squads equally, Collins
saicl,

“The issae i% coming from up
higher: itis the twoassociations
that are clashing. They don't
soe what's happening at ground
bevel which is such a pity. On

CAMOGIE GROUP 1

p
1 Gabway 2
2. Cork 2
3. Oftaly 4
4 Weerford 2

GI:IHHE
[ =N~ - - |

paper, things might be working
out but realistically, it i not
okay for girls to play two inter-
coumty matches in one day.,
‘Al the girls are asking for
is 24 hours between games. [f
they could even get agreement
on that much it would be a
big step forward, 5o, eredit to
Galway
=it or

Star: Linda Collins.

-

moving  ofh R
w:tkend'mamr and
facilieating t !

Cork got their 2020
campaign off toa positive start
following a 3-12 to 1-8 defeat of
Wexford. That represented an
impressive score considering
it was Paudie Murray's slde’s
firat outing.

Oifaly’s Failure 1o fedd a team
in Cork’s championship opener
coupled with a dogged Wesdford

effort meant Colling and her

= IF’ll‘itl - Ciawi |:|=-. |Jl |rLl|

Rebels travel to Galway to take on rﬁlg,nmg All In:lancl champs
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teammates had 10 work extra
hard for their maiden victory,

°l don't think the score-line
reflects what a difficult game
that was,' the Courcey Rovers
county championship winner
admitred.

"Wexford are a strong and
physical team, 1 felt we mever
really got going and things
were dispointed. Tt was our first
championship game and we
hadn't played a competitive
game together since
February,

‘We missed a lot of
league games too due to
storms and bad weather,
so all things considered,
L | we didn't do too badly

against Wexford, Missing
out on playing Offaly was
a disappointment as well,

We were on back loot that
day whereas Wexford were
playing their third game on the
et

Despite an unsurprisingly
rusty display, Cork’s merited

win has earned the Leesiders |
| has played two championship

an All-lreland gquarter-final
berth irrespective of this
weekend's result against
Galway, But victory over the
All-Treland champions would
send the Rebels straight o
the semi-finals, &2 well as a
confidence-booster heading

Jinta the buslness end of the

season, while abso laying down
an important marker than
Cork mean business.

Fiona nnl'iu' senior debut for
the front foot against Wexford. {Photes Donvid Ribewn)

‘Galway boss tries
to heap pressure

'onvisrt.ingRebels

CORK 3-12
WEXFORD 1-B
BY KIERAN McCARTHY

THE mind games mever siop.
Ahead of Cork’s trip to Galway
this weekend, it appears that
the Tribeswomen's manager,
Cathal Murray, has embraced
reverse psychology.

With both Cork and Galway
already assured of their places
in the knock-out stages, the
winner of this top-of-the-tablhe
clash will top Group 1 and go
straight into the semi-finals,
while the runner-up will be ot
in a quarter-final on Novem-
ber 14th. Galway are reigning
AlkIreland champions, but Ca-
thal Murray is keen to heap the
pressure on the Rebels.

I was listening to{Cork man-
ager) Faudle (Murray) and he
was talking about how it wasn't
warth his while coming wp but
we know how good Cork are.
They've Gemma O'Connor to
come intoe the team, Sacirse
MeCarthy came on {against
Wexford), Ciona Healy came
o, the Galway boss said,

"They're favourites for
the All-Ireland for a reason.
They've been there and dome
that. It’s a huge task for us (this
weekend) but it's something
wee're looking forward to!

No doubt Paudie Murray
smiled wryly to himself when
he read those guotes. The
Cork boss knows his side faces
a big test against Galway, es
pecially considering the later

games while the Rebels” win
against Wexford at Pdire Ui
Rinn last Saturday was their
first competitive game in 237
days, as OMfaly had forfeited
their opening Group | match:
It meant that Cork were a
bit rusty, but in captain Amy

O'Connor and centre forward
Orla Cronin, Cork had two of
the game's dominant figures;

between them they scored 2-11,
with Cronin nailing all nine
frees,

1'd like to see a little bit
more intensity in our play, |
thought we were a bat pedestri-
am at times, a bit lnboured. We
have plenty to work on,” Paudie
Murray said afterwards, but
he'll be alad they got off the
minrk and assured their place in
the knock-out stages with one
match to spare,

Cork led 1-B to 0-6 at hall
e thanks o five lrees from
Enniskeans woman Cronin and
I-2 from Amy O'Connor, her
goal coming after a nbce pass
from Linda Colling of Courcey
Rovers. Another Courceys
woman, Fiona Keating (19,
made her senior championship
debur, as did Ballygarvan's Izzy
O'Regan and Sarsficlds” Ellen
Murphy.

Wexford hit back with a geal
in the early stages of the sec-
omd hall to cut the Cork lead 1o
two pobnts, and the home side
only led by three at the second
water-break. There was a kick
in the Rebels, thoagh, and late
goals from Amy O'Connor anmd
sub Saoirse MeCarthy, another
of the Courceys” contingent,
seabed a win and set-up the top-
of-the-tabie clash this Sumnday.

Seoners

Cork: O Cronin 0=8 (3], A OrConnos
2-25 MoCaethy 1-0: L Colins 0-1
Wesford: 5 ehoe 1-2)L Balger 0-4
{415 C Fosie, A Curran 0<1each,
Corbo & Lec; E Munphny, L By, M
Cahalane; P Mackey, HLooncy. L
Havyes: T Shgersan, A Thamgsomn:

1 O Fegan, O Cronin, B Mackey F
Keatieg, L Cofires, A O'Connor,
Subriz T Hisiky For K batkey [51),

5 McCartiy for F Keating {S8), L
Coppinger for C Sigerson (53]
Wexford: L Brennan; L Dempscy.
AlLacoy, L OLeany: A Hennessy, K
CrConnar, E Walshy C OriConnoe, L
Bolper; A Curran, | Quighey, CiFoxwe; )
Dillan, 5 Kisloe, 5 CNCamor,
Sube T Doyl for € Foon [56).
Referee: bohn bMcDonagh (Gabwary).



Peg Sheehy, president of Kil
camogie player,
Champéonsh

THE Cork juvenile camogie
committee was faced with a
mammoth task of peiting con-
petitions up and runnin
the young players under
jurisdictions. §

The county board were in a
gimilar situation and having
had o postpone leagee Com-
petitions, they went straight
inte championship games a8
they laid out a plan to be fin-
ighied before the inter-county
seasom gl nnlerway,

The plan was alsoto give the

elub players more game Lme
and for the league competi-
jtions to begin on a smaller
seale once ihe champisnship
was over and it was all sys-
tems go with the new league
jsections org fsed and a start
date of October $zel. However,
all these games weni by the
wayside with the restrictlons
back in place,

Thie huge efforts musde by all
the chubs and the board and ju-
venile commilttos cannot b
underestimated as they dug in
and got championship games
underway. The juvenile com-
mittee decided to get cham-
pionships running in group
stages vl the top teams from
each group progressing o the
knockout stages of the cham-
pionships and the second
places teams going to the
pates.

All the adult championship
were run on 4 back-door basis
and this was a change In
format for the Intermediate
and junior clubs but this
workod well and all clubs wenz
happy with the erganisation
of the championship which
were rin off superhly.

T aim af the juventle com-
mither wnder the guidance of
county reglstrar Mairead Do
novan was to get all cham-
pionship finals completed by
thie gecond weekend in Oe-
tober. Everything was run:
ning to plun with elght Ul6
finals planned for that wee-
kend uniil level 5 restrictions
kit and all finals had to be cin-
celled, Tt was a plty given fat
one more weekend would hiave
seen the calendar done and
duisted,

The juvenile board are now
|Iw-|;|.ng that resfrictions may
b 1ifted to allew them to play
jihe remaining games hofore
Christmas as competitions
running into the following
year ks something that hope-
pful coatld be avoided.

The 16 Prember Cham-

,Egruhip has onve semi-final o

ﬁ"',{“‘“*“' thks will see Ag-
habullegue take on Aghacdn

with the winners plaving

waorth :lmﬂltdnh and former Cork
Kinsale captai
trophy after her side’s recent victory over Kilworth,

Hope remains that
finals can be played
before Christmas

n Nora Gould with the U14C

CAMOGIE
= Mary Mewman

he
is ready to go withlﬁ’fmnﬁf];
down to meet Inniscarra in
the final.

All set and reoady to play
also in the U16 A Champion-
shin with Glen Rovers [acin
Midieton; the U1s A Plate wi
a0@ $arsﬂetds 2 and 5t Fin-

harT's misil.

The D16 B Championship
final will have Butievant tak-
ing on Ballinascarthy while In
the Uis B Plate Anal Carriga-
line 1 go head to head with
Caslielyons.

One U6 Championship
final was thankfully played
with Bandon taking the title at
ihe expense of Kinsale in a
thrilling contest.

The county board sucoess:
fully completed thelr Senior,
[ntermediate and Junior &, B
and C, 13-a-side junior and

. gacond teams junior cham-

pionships and were pushing
Atz with their minor chatm-
pionships.

They have two semi-finals
and fiour finals o complefe 1o
got all their championships
done and dusted.

In the SE Systems Minor A
chamipionship the spmd feams
that are involved in the U16 A
sermi-final and final are also
dipe 1o mest. This may canse a
hold up unbess the board can
get these pames |i_lla.}-nd under
lights if and when the go-
alead to resume games is
given. Sarsflelds are in the
final with Aghabullogue and
Aghada due to play in the
semi-final,

I the SE Systems Minor B
championship, Kilbrittain Ti-
moleagse are in the final and
ithey are walting for the
winners of (he semi-final be-
tween Enniskeane and Bally.
hea Milford.

Thi SE Systoms Minor ©
and Minor D champlonship
finals are resdy to 2o with Bal-
linascarthy due to meet Cast.
lelyons in the Minor G decider
and Banteer In nm:sltiun o
Grenagh in the Minor D final,

For a lot of the clubs, it will
b the first time reaching a
county final and the boards
are determined to give the
plivers thelr doy in the sun.

The havd work put in by
clubs, players and meniors
noeeds o e recognised and Bo
better way 1o do it than to get
our champlonship finals
played shortly,

= Linda Mellerick

THIS weekend we are at the final group
stages of the All-ireland sentor champon-
ship with the quarter finals down for next
Saturday, November 14, the seml-finals
sot for November 28, and the final De-
cember 12

With Cork having been ot just onoe s
far and an away trip to Galway lomorTaw,
it soems o bit surreal that in another five
wieeks, the champlonship will be over.

The table currently sits as detailed
below.

Tipperary qualified two wocks 2go bt
despite leading group 3, they will be
placed into the bowl and drawn for a
quarter final as there are just three teams
in that group who were also :

Galway and Cork tomorrow decides
whi group 1 and heads direetly to the
wT;ILL nals or proceeds via the quarter

il

i -

You wolld expect
for an in-trouble Limerick and Wate
10 win over Westmeath, both also playing
tomorrow, meaning Kilkenny i the
sanr:;-ﬂmls- and Waterford the quarter

Kilkenny 0 acconi

Clare also beoked their guarter final
position with an im ive victory over
Dublin lasi wes ;

It was knockoul championship in all
bt e at the Ennls venue, with it all to
play for following Tipperary s win over
Dublin in the previous round, and the ten-
abon wivs palpable from the stari.

In & tight opening . netther side was
ahbe to barlld & commanding lead.
Dublin's Aisling Maher pointed a brace
of frees, Chioe Morey slotted a ‘45 belween
the and Eimear Kelly was on target
with the first four scores of the game.

Majréad Scanlon edged Clare in front
but Dublin wing back Niamh Gannon pro-

ished farward to hit a ronsing score with
minntes gone, in a half where every

seore was hard earned.

The Dubs managed to move in front

through Aisling Maher, but Clare's hard
rumning and suﬂnﬁ play in the forward

line tested Dublin's diseipline In the

diiced a real highlight moment when she  and

. i [F ] =i | | i -
mmﬂnhﬁﬂﬁmﬁllmdﬂhﬁmﬂiﬂuﬁhtﬂm Picore: Eddie [Hare
{ackle and they edged 0-8 to 04 in front at Diahlin wers out, ¢

half time thanks to three scores without Player of the match, Miamh O°Dea fe-

rford  reply, two of them from dead balls.

A commanding performance in the
third quarter from the homd side offec-
tively settled the contest.

Player of the match Niamh (¥ Do led
thie way with a dominant display at centre
back, anchoring a powerful defensive
unit. and gradually they started to pull
away with three more unanswered points.

airéad Scanlan scoved from an scute
angle in another moment of quality for the
Banner women and while Dublin dug
thelr heels in, Ger O Connor's women
strnck a decisive blow in the 38th minule

Dublin Tailed to deal with an Orrlaith
tmmnda]jwrymdhmsnnhuwhn
reacted quickest, gathering the sliotar
amdl firlng it to {lse back-of the net 1o maove
Clara t paints ahead,

Clare hit four more scores without
reply, uﬂtmﬂng their grip on the contest

5 ting Dublin at the same time,
with very few attempts on Alsling Cor-
bett's Clare goal.

Corbott was eventually beaten in the
£04h minute when Sinéad Wilde's ground
pill got thie better of the
custodian, but it was a token goal
as Clare comfortably advanced, 1-1810 17,

venled that a desire to show the "real
endons socond-half

in their opendng the agains e
points i - L 'Ti
ary but had plenty to play for in B’Eﬁw‘
“Wa had a lot to prove after the Tipp
mmnmrdltl‘ﬁnkﬂm!'aqp:?m'regrm-
tation of this Clare team”, said O"Dea.
“Rain, hatl or snow, we stuck to our
gamme Euhn We trusted ourselves, trusted
the subs we had and the management.
“The work has gone in since before
Covid and after Covid, It's been massive.
RBut we'll drive it on mow for two woiks'

time in the guarter-final and W CAn
pirt up a good show there and what
wie''ri albout

Tt's our first time ina gearter-finalin a
long tire and we're all just ftching for that
now and hopefully it goos oor way,

"That's the real Clare side you saw thers
today. There were a lot of doubts about us
in the media during the week. You take
that with a pinch of salt as well, We know
what we're about and any skde we meet in
amguu}:mrrﬂnal, wi're not golng o fear

M.
The deaws will take place tOMOTTOW
evening.



Liberty Insurance All-Treland camogi
o
cham Gﬂwt;;’nmk.

GALWAY top group 1 of the Liberty Insur-
ance All Irafﬂnd senfor championship n
points difference over Cork and it is the
ng between tho group’s fop two that

the semi-final or goes viathe g

route.

Elther way both sides are through to the
knockout stages. Thiz game iz more (o do
with laying down a marker for the possi-
hility that could arise for both teams
meeting in the latter part of the champion-
ship. Galway will go into the i s fie
vourites. Thisy n the which saw
them take the county’s All Treland
sanior title last September whereas Cork
e six p
ing their t or having just a little sen-
jor championship experience under their

balt,

Galway outscored Dffaly last weskend
by 313 to 0-3. D wouldn't be getting too ex-
citied over that. Offaly are weak and if any-
m l’dﬁam ected more points

8.

It = a smile bo those liztening to
Amy O'Connor’s interview after their
Wexford victory as she informed us that it
S e s e
ol H O .

'l.i-‘-giﬁrﬂ plaved a vory defensive style,
in theo ng twenty minutes in particu-
i e e o
kng to work ween the
ﬁmhmm ILtd‘:ntun defenece piecked with

amd pold.

But at the same time whon space was
there the delivery wasn't quick enough as
Cark continued to try and work the ball
ap the field even when space had oponoed
up for them, Cork have two rmlitfiel in
Ashling Thompson and Chloe Sigersen

et
will determine who advances straight (o

last weekend either mak- passed

Cork’s mmmmmwun O'Connor and Laura Dempsey during the All-lreland senior camogie championship.

Cork will need
to be strong

Cork’s Fiona Keating breaks from Wexford's Katie 0Connor.

whe can drive the ball 70 yards comfort-
ably, yet they too choose to deliver a short
in Instead of driving the ball over the
bar when they had time to do sa,
Uncharacteristically Sigersen also
a free laterally when she had the
lacency in s “Nmpharat_mﬁu%
placency in s a8 ra got hoo
unnecessarily.
S0 those are the cobwebs that necded
dusiing down after 237 days in competl-

range to attom

tbon ksolation. I'd expect to see a liveller  pame
nd test for Cork. You would expect Cork to

Cork on Sunday with a game now hahi

Cork 3-12 Inst weok, Galway however con-
ceded three goals to the Slaneysiders
which gives the Indication of vulnerabil-
fthes vely and Cork need to capita-
lise. Galway won't go defensive like Wik
ford did, elements permitting.

If there i= & gale on the day they coald
deploy a sweeper and most tepms would
bt i the wenther iz regsonable Galway
will play 15 on 15 and let every player
aut to win thelr spot. Tha{’].l attack the
full on and therefore it will be a goed

oS O'Regan ant mora "'Ful i ey o oHerin 1
Ellen M £ cr W or aoffer 0
Hantlmqnll }lﬁr nship de-  switch this game from Saturday to Sun-

champin

buts. Add in Amy Lee, Cliona Healy and
Saoirse MceCarthy who haven't seen a
huge amount of action elither and it"s clear
Cork are In rebuilding phase, Healy and
MeCarthy both made an immediate lm-
pact when introduced and we'll see I they
got o start on Sunday or are held as impact
sitbs again. Galway retain Strong
throughout the field; Shauna Healy,
Miamh Kilkenny, Rebiécea Heanelly,
Niamh Hannify, Aoife Donoghue, the
MeGrath sisters; Niamh, Orlalth and
Slobhan, Allish O°'Reflly, Carrle Dolan
and Catriona Cormbean,

Galway siruck 5-17 against Woxford,

day in order to accommodate Cork"s doal
E’Lﬂrm who line oot tomorrow against

erry in thair All Ireland championship
group game, You're always the wrong shde
of it when your team play second to tho

dual player. q
Hannah . Fiona Keating, Lk

Coppinger, Cahalane and Cin

M will be affected having ment-

ally and physically taken part in such an,
important game for the footballers and’
tieen to have to travel to Galway on Sun-
day for the camogle game s o take
itz toll. That's where Cork's panel will bnl
required,

New . 2020

&mfmnd
Libby out of
Galway clash

CAMOGIE
E Paddy Hickey

she had recoverad.to come on e tha
kst few menutes against Wesdond.
“However, she hur her ankle again ina
practice game with the Cork fooiball
paned, 50 5he has no chance of playing
"Gamma i% ruled cut of the Galway
game dusioa g and
and il will peabably be twa manths be-
foem 5he is abde o play 7
Murrany also finda himaalf in the unior-
tunate situation whers he will be wn-
abla to pick his side unil alor tormor-

o i ALicueh o4 ook fom:

; 1his ymar's championship is the

fhiad Les, Ellén Murphy, Isa-
! Fiona Kaating, and




Galway's Aoife Donohise tries to block Cork’s Orla Cronin. Ficure: INPHD

Cork lose to Galway but
now face Clarein
Al[—treland quarter-final

0-15 CAMOGIE

l:nril 0-12 o Linda Mellerick
DESPITE the fact that both Ouetside of im ive free
sides had already qualified for  taking and side-lines we had
oither the quarter or semi-  just thres points fmm play in
final of this year's Liberty In-  that opening period. Galway's
surance All-lreland senior  full back line of Shauna Hea
championship, this final Sarah Dervan and Heather
Eroup game in Stadium  Cooney was hard to break

on Sunday afternoon had a
rial feel of knockout to it

It was a much botler per-
formance by Cork than seven
days ago. Thiy leaked faster,
figter, sharper and hungrier
and they started the game
with intent. A goal chance in-
alde 35 seconds presented a
penaliy.

Lovely hall contrel by Orla
Cronin saw her deliver infe
Amy O'Connor and Sarah
Dorvam, The ball fell Kindly.
O'Connor gathered anid waz
taken down,

Chioe St dbdn’t fully
convect and Sarah Healy com-
fortably saved, Bat it was a
good start by Cork.

Cork plaved deep from their
half forward ling, packing the
midile third where the inten-
tion s to work the ball out of
defence and deliver if fast into
space bo thedr ingide forwards,

This forced Galway into a
gweeper and Galway's fu'l
back line were strone. Galwsy
oo plaved fust o inslde bav.
ing Cork with thelr exira
plaver arowad their own 45
vilth muck of the tnssles now
i the middle of the park and
many frees awarded.

The unusual locking free
teking stvle of Carrie Dolan

bocisive for Galway as
did the wonderiul side-line
il of Rebecca Hennelly.

The importance of o geod
slde-line et 1= a8 important as
a poal free taker due to the
Tact that two poaints are
awarded for such a skill in Ca-
%5 ram]y mmtuhmh}nhm
Rebecca® Hennelly's beautifil
sirike on tweniy three min-
utes pushed Galway from a
prodmt down {0 two kn

Chloe Sigorson was very
close minutes kator to match-
Ing Hennelly's score. Hen-
nelly then repeated the feat on
twenty nkne minnies,

Cork wore far more divect in
their play, Laura Hayes' polnt
o 33 minutes optirmising the
spiee Cork con create. Galway
g dotbdo soores o Che good
athalf time, 0-10 {0 05, the
jmargin nof reflecting the
closeness of the te, the side-
ling secres hr!im; the major
‘ontribator

dowm.

Amy Lee had worked on her
quick puck ouis and her de-
livery was good, Chioe Siper-
som shrisck some long distance
frees and al Hannah
Loorey and Cronin Cork
had it down to two points after
I'1".E mm wm tollin

] was £
runs up the right wing with
Ashling Thompson always
3ﬂggrting. hile: Cork
1 to be making the nins
it was Galway who pushed
four nhead again after two
good points from Aoifie Thoeno-
hie angd Adlish O'Redlly,

Cork could feal somewhat
aggrieved that Galway's drop-
ping of the hurley wasn'l
nalised. We wore now I
5y hml&:ﬂw Linda
scoring a nlee pafng r:rn-tEmLm
ies.

Cork couldn’t guite bridge
that four point gap against a
hardworking in your face Gal-
way side. Galway held it firom
the 13th minute until the 2&md
beriore Wiamh Kilkenny made
it five, Orla Cronin pointed a
e,

Galway's physicality won
key batthes and their abdlity to
get the important Aick in de-
nied some good Cork moves,

Defensively Galway are axcel-

lent and they work the ball
waell, nx did Cork who will
need o find & way to avaid
Hht badtles,

Cork will take i lof of posi-
thves from the game as they
move farward o a quarier
fimal with Chare nest weskend,
Sooremn for Cork: & Sigerson 03 ), O
I'-'l'ﬂ'I'lM L qu. H Lisanry, ™

o S

M Kilipriny 01 snch

CORK: A Loe: M Cahalane, I Wackasy, £

Mgty H Loohey, LTini?r L Hayos: ©

Skgoson, A Thompson rD’H%

Cronie, K Maskpy: L Coling, A

rayr, 2 bgaly

Surbs: F Ko o G Hgaby (385, W

O'Cailaghan fod | O Fegan [£0), 5
Colins

kil 155}
e

MeDinatn, A D

G Dalam, B Hesmolly, M H'l:rﬂﬂ'ﬁl:_-g
Toity, O Metradhy,

Hubs: § Comican lor § MoGrath 1.
i

Finngimy FI:I'HI-HI'I'EI'I'.HEBI‘ i
fiodt 9 IRy (150

Rufarne: John Damody - Waoslmaat

Rebels down but

~ Camogle

-

Daragh O Conchdir

Cork camdgie maneger Fau-
dic Murray was far from
downbeat after hig side wers
benten by three polnis against
difending champions Gahway
LA o i e

“I'm wory proud of them,™
sabd Murray of the 0-15 1o 0-12
defeat, *I'm disappolnied with
some af the that went on
oul thvere, players taking eight
or nine ﬂll]':l'l&. dropping the
hurley. But from our own dis.
mlay, I'm very prowd of them,
they're o young team and
they're developing, They
showed massive charnctor out
Ehape,

“In the second guarier we

loat our way a small bit. Buk
I"m wery prowd the this
team has gone about it and
I'hu;.r‘mngln: to ave s o kot of

&0,

I}haupltr: the loss, Cork will
gay Clare in the st of next

trirday’s fwo guarter-finals,
which will be lelevised lve a1
Palre Ui Chacimh.

“Se"ve a couple of injuries,
one oF two that will wo us
for the week. The main thing
is that we try to got back one
or two players amd balld from
there,

“It"s winner-take-all. The
pressune (8 on us to perform,
the same as it is for ,and
we look forward i the chal-

n

Iﬁwbmaﬂaﬂml
wis e with the 6156 o
0-12 win which saw the West-

T O

LT S ]

n@t out after 10ss to GaIWay

ﬁ! n:ure a gemi-final
b he champions re-
coversl vom a show start that
saw them fall two poinis be-
nd, and peeded Sarah
tozave Chioe Siperaon’s third-
mibnnte penalty, Galway weni
on to establish a five-point in-
terval lead and Kept their
nozes in front In a low-scoring
but intense half,
“Cork starbed really well,
got the penalty, and Sarah
madeé a great save,” Murray
noted. “Up to the water break
wi were strugghing, they were
31 up, but the second quarter
we plaved really well and
that's the reason we won
the margin, the four
poinis accumubated by Rebeg-
il I-Ienuell from two con-
vietted e pucks in that

s¢cond quarter were hugely

*It’s a serious skill, and
from both sides of the field as
will, They were four 5 wea
really needed. She's able to
take them. She seored & goal in
the county final as well Emm
line hall

“That was all abont today.
We needed to get to 8 semi-
final, It would be a long jour-
niy down to Cork mext Satur-
day evening if we lost tod
only a six-day turmaroand.
it was peally im A0 Rel
straight t to the somi-
final and avaoid Kilkenny.

“Cork aren’t pone. We know
they have players to come
back in. They're o serious
teaum and give a massive por-
formance out there.”

The second quarter-final

will involve Waterford and
Tipperary, after Beth Carton
senred 1-:14 n the Déize's 2-17
1o 010 victory over Westmeath
ai Cusack Park. Carton was
mr?'l.lllcml from placed balls

though Pamela Groville

kept the hosts in contention in
the third quarter. goals by
Carton and Niamh Rockett

thie affair.

That secured the runmer-up
spot in Groap 2 behind Kilken-
ny, who accounted for Limer-
ick by 2-18 to 0-8-at UPMC
Mowlan Park. Second-hall
goals from Acife Davle and
[henise Gaule aliowed Kilken-
ny to pull away from Limer
i{rk Ill.']:mn 'hr-nught rit hut

of the N
had ‘-...Mﬁh-

Nolan showing prominently.



Cork boss Paudie Murray.
Murray sees
positives in
Cork defeat

EVEN though Cork suffered
a 0-15 to 0-12 loss to reigning
champions Galway in the
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
Sendor Camogie Championship
at Pearse Stadium last Sunday,
Rebel bost Paudie Murray was
far from downbear,

I'm wery proud of them,
they're a young team and
they're developing. They
showed massive character out
there,” Murray said.

"In the second quarter we lost
our way a small bit but I'm very
proud the way this team has
gone about it and they're going
o give us a kot of promise.

Galway led by double scores
ot the interval, by 0-10 1o 0-5,
bt b a very easly ket-off when
conceding a penalty with just a
minute elapsed, awarded for a
chop on Cork full-forward Amy
O’'Connor. Chloe Sigerson did
not get enough on her strike
however and the ultra-relkable
Sarah Healy made a smart save.

Sigerson was accurate from
two frees and Orla Cronin
anather after Carrie Dolan had
seored for Galway, to give Cork
an early lead but following the
water break, Galway began
(3 et on top 1o neutralise the
carly threat of the Rebels'
inside artacking division.

They had achieved parity
by the time Heanelly cut her
first sideline stroke from 40
metres out on the left, and the
Ardrahan star’s ability from
the discipline was certainly
significant, as she repeated the
trick from 46m on the right.
Diolan and Orlaith MeGrath
were also on the mark to
stretch the margin at the
break.

Cork cut It to two very
quickly, Sigerson lofting over
:free fl'ﬂ'mlrtiﬂ!hm"u;méhalf

Hannah Looney following up
immediazely alter driving
forward from half-back and
Cronin pointing another
placed ball,

Galway shqw;:m:ﬂ
Experience o provi i
riposte though, Dolan, Acife
Donohwe and Adish O Reilly,
with an excellent solo score,
giving Cathal Murray's crew
some vitnl breathing space.

Cork continued to battle
hard and got it back to
within three again but it
was Hennellys heroics that

definitive. Stll, a bot of
positives for Cork to take into
Sprurday’s televised quarter-
final against Clare ar Pdirc Ui
Chanimb.

Cork senior camogie manager Paudie H:ﬂfmmnﬂecﬂmm rwrhnrph;n:Mashwu'cmm.im Taemmy Dickson 7 IPHD)

Cork eager to rebound from
defeat by champions Galway

ALL-IRELAND SENIOR

CAMOGIE QUARTER-FINAL

BY GER McCARTHY

FAUDIE Murray wants bet-
ter protection for his players
ahead of a Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland Senior Champion-
ship quarter-final showdown
with Clare in Piire Ui Chasimh
an Saturday. The Cork manag-
er is concerned with some of
the treatment being dished out
to the likes of Amy O'Connor
and others heading towards
the business end of this year’s
AllIreland championship.
“The treatment that is being
dished out to Amy O'Connor
is disgraceful at the moment,
Murray told The Southern Star.
I think that referees should
be there to protect the likes of
these special talents, People

| come out to watch camogie to

gee the Amy O'Connors, but
the way she has been chopped
down over the last two games,
I believe stronger action has o
b taken.

It is fine to be able o pull
someone down but when some-
one comes in and chops down

scross her handswith their hur-
bey? Tome, that's ared card, but
it has happened two or three
times nosw.,

“We certainly weren't very
happy with the way the Galway
game was refereed. You'd be
hoping that you get more expe-
ricneed referees in the upoom-
ing games, starting with Clare.'

Cork head into Saturday's
meeting with the Banner eager
to rebound from last weekend's
defeat to Gahlway. The reigning
All-Ireland champlons edged
Paudie Murray's side by three
points despite a gutsy Cork
showing in Pearse Stadium.

That outcome meant Cork
must now overcome Mun-
ster rivals Clare to keep their
All-Ireland championship
hopes alive, Despite the Group
| loss to Galway, Murray was
able to take plenty of positives
from his team’s display.

*The players” attitude and
work rate were two key things
for me, Murray said.

‘Look, you are going up to
play the All-Ireland champions,

A team expected o win it again
this year. 5o, to lose by three
after missing an early penalty
and conceding four painis from
sideline cuts = something I've
rarely seen during all my time
invedved with camagie = all in
all, there were reasons to be
positive after it

Thankfully, Cork’s prepara-
tions should be eased some-
what by not having to negotiate
an ardwous cross-country car
journey or dealing with any ad-
ditional injuries.

'Injuries have killed us, there
is no doubt about that, and we
arc probably in a race against
time for this weekend with
some players,” Murray added.

‘It is something (injuries) we
are fighting the whoele time, 5o
you'd like them to clear up and
have a clear run at it. Having
football in the maddie of it is not
easy for the girls either.

‘Obviously, last weekend's
journey was a long one and
everyone had to travel sepa-
rately. Some of us travelled for
over four and a half hours so
all those thin;g;s add up and it
WSt a5y, no

Cork’s nppnm:—nts in the last
cight finished second in their
gualilying group following a
(-20 to 1-8 loss to Tipperary

When someone comes
inand chops down
across her hands with
their hurley, to me,
that's ared card

and a morale-boosting 1-18 to
17 wictory over Dublin Man-
ager Ger O'Connell oversaw
that impressive defeat of the
Dubs with player of the match
Niamh 'Dea omstanding at
centre-back and Mairéad Scan-
lan nevdng the winning side’s
goal

Paudie Murray is not un-
derestimating the challenge
a Clare team with nothing to
lose will pose. Having the game
played ar Pdire Uil Chaoimh is
a welcome bonus and anoth-
er important step for camaogie
within the county.

'First of all, from the Camo-
gle Association’s point of view,
I think itis a massive thing they
have done in sccuring Piire 1
Chacimh for this weekend's
All-Treland quarter-final,’ the
Cork senior camogie manager
stated.

"We played there in Febro-
ary of this year and 1 would

certainly say that it is the best
playing surfoce in Ireland. 1°d
put it ahead of Croke Park.

“You can see the way it has
held upover the past two weeks
despite the huge amount of min
that has fallen. The surface is
magnificent. [t is a great boast
for us to play there and we
should use it o our advanage.

“The key thing for us will be
the referee on Saturday as |
don't think we got the rub of the
green in either of our first two
champlonship games.

Cork GAA is on 2 high follow-
ing last weekend's men's and
women's results. Paudie Mur-
ray isn't getting carried away
and remnins focused on what
his team needs to do to reach
the last four of the All-Ireland.

"Our goal is to get into an
All-Ireland semi-final, no dif-
ferent to the Cork hurlers or
foatballers and the ladies’ foot-
ballers, commented Murray.

"It i3 a winner-take-all game
next Sagurday soit is important
that we perform. [f we win, we
wii, if we don't, we are out of
the championship.

"We are around long enough
it know that if we bring the lev-
ol of that we brought
against. . wehave a
chanoe.” W't



DIVISIONS play a huge part
in promoting camogie in Cork
and they de huge work in en-
suring games for the younger
npe protps,

Ome division that is hugely
petive 1s Muskeroy, who des-
pite Covid restriciions, en-
joved another busy and pro-
gressive soason,

Camogie in Muoskerry has a
long and prowd teaditbon and

jthey have built on the foun-
dations lakd dewn over a
pnumber of years.

Muskersy camogic is madle
up of the Mid Cork clubs Ag-
habullogue, Ballincollig, Bal-

,gunra. larney, Clonghduy,
<ire O Grenagh, Inniscarra,

(Lanchra O, and Reckban whe
are all actively promoting ca-
magie within their clubs, with
all particlpating at different
lewels of competition at cotinty
lewved from senior (o junior 13
a5l

1n the early days of camogie
there wora many fine cluls in
the division and in 1933 the
sentor title was won by Mus-

kerry.

W had 1o walt unill 2007 for
the next senfor title to go the
division's way. Muskerry
pesnally enter a senior team in
champlonship, but this year
they decided against if, given
the Covid resirictions.

As the vear got under way,
Muskerry chairperson, Pat
Molan, Inniscarra; seeretary,
Linda Linchan, Ballincollig:
treasurer. Eileen Healy Agha-
bullogue; development’ PRO,
Michelle Cooney, Aghabul-
logue; vice- chalr, Dave Ban-
mon. Blarney; regisirar, Paul
Tobin, Ballineollig: and child
wellare officer, Margaret
Muorphy, Balllnora got thelr
plans in place for o basy year.

Little did they think when
they st about getting their
viear wp and running, the ob-
stacles they and their fellow
clabs would face as they
battice fo keep the show on the
road and get their compati-
tion= played.

With county underage
champlonshipat U4, U6, and
pminor all petting under way
when the restrletions wera

‘tu"led. it was polng to be diimi-
cult to get all thelr competi-
thons up and running bat thoy
dug in and 2ot alest orgrnis-

.inn championship at UL, LEE,
[RE plus they alie organiaed

'-n 14 competition which
ihey caliod an U4 oul

. blitz with games o al
differint vonues on the sime

Muskerry doing its bit
to promote camogie
at underage level

CAMOGIE
# Mary Newman

day. This was organised as a

oni=aff given that the [‘;m'ers
did not have any Féile this

b |

Cmce again the highlights of
the diviston's year were the
1112, 13 and U15 competitions
and these proved to be mosi
competitive,

Unfortunately the division
Just ran out of time and they
are waiting for the latest re-
atrictions to be lifted 1o get the
1115 A final pla eﬂgelmn In-
niscarta and Elre O

The 154 shield final was
played and it saw Cloughduy
aulnrcumn Rockbin to take the
e,

The U156 B cup fMnal was be-
tween Blarney and Aghabul-
logue with Blarney comin
out on top and the U‘lﬁﬂ-ﬂl‘dﬂa
final wis won by Laoschra
as they defeated Grenagh.

It is grest to see clubs such
as Laochra Og and Grenagh
making slmﬂﬁ' progress in
these competitlons and com-
peting strongly at county
leved,

There were five U13 finals
played and in these Eire Og
came out on top in the UI3A
Cup beating Ballinora in an
exclting contest,

The U3A Shield final saw
Rockban take the title at the
expense of Aghabullogue .
Ballincellig were viciors over
Inniscarra in the D134 plate
final

Clonghduy won the UL1B
cup Cloughduy beating Laoch-
ra Og, the U138 Shield went to
Blarmey as they defeated
Grenagh The Di3s wane well
catered for with the U12 A won
by Inniscarra, the U1ZE
winners were Eallinors whilzl
the U12 C final remiing to be
plaved bobween Aghabillogue
@ and Grenagh,

Busy off the playing flelds
as woll Muskerry also organ-
kel & very successful school
links programme  with
coaches continuing to pro-
maote the game within the
seivcls in ihe division.

They-also ran a corch the
coaches course by offering fo
puk conches info each club fo
up-skill some of the club
caaches,

A busy vear for one of the
county’s oldest divishons whie
like s all will ba hope for an
evan better on in20E1,

Gabway's Carre Dolan isclosed down by Laura Hayes and lzzy 0'Regan of Gork.

ork

may

Picture: INPHO/Lorraine 0 Sullian

face

Galway again

Linda
Mellerick

GALWAY manager Cathal Murray was
delighied to defeat Corlk by 0:15 to0-12 and
secitre a semi-final berth in the All-Ire-
Iand senior championship.

Bt had plenty of praise for his oppo-
nents.

1t was a good performance by Cork who
have intreduced & number of debutants
for the 2020 seacon,

The champions recovered from a slow
gtart that 2aw them fall fwo points behind
bt established a five-point inferval lead
and Eeep thelr noses in front kn a low-scor-
ing bait intense second hall

=Nark staried really well, pot the penal-
iy and Sirah made a great save,” Murray
miotied. :

“Up to the water break we were struggl-
ing, they were 3-1 up, but the second

uarter we played really well and that's
hu: reasan we won today.™

Given the margin, the four points ac-
cumulated by Rebecca Hennelly from two
converted sldﬁ-]inf pqcka_lhn I:l:m aecond

uarter were hu siymificnt.
= “It"s & sorious Eﬁ.lﬁaﬁd from both skdes
of the field as well,” Murray acknowl-
od

fped.

“They were four points we really
needed, Shez able to take them. She
scored o goal in the county final as well
froam a line ball.

“Tt was all about today, We needed to ged
to v semi-final, 1twould e a bong journey
down to Cork if we lost, only a skx-day fr-
naroind.

"So, it was really important, to get
straight throngh to the semi-final and
avaiel Kilkenny,

“Cork aren't gone, We know they have
players to comse back i, They'ne a seriois team
sl e i mssssive porformance: ouws there,

“It could have gone either way to be
straight abowt 1t and they could be meet-
ingz us later In the year, you'd nover know,

“It's mbce to top the group buk in 2005, 1
ihink, we beat Coark in the group and lhﬂi:
woond o0 Bo beat us in the ﬁﬁ-]re]m‘ld fina

“In ‘16, we bent Kilkennv and thov went

-

Ellm}".. I sﬂmhﬂmﬁﬁmm'lm
of Cork, Picture: INFHO/Loeraing {FSullivan

on and won the All-Ireland. Last year, we
went in the backdoor (quarter-final} and
won the All-Ireland.

“Teams can come and gel momenim
through the quarter{inal and be an awful
lot more dangerous later on in the Cham-
pionship =0 we're taking nothing for
granied.

“We're In a somi-final, simple as that. It
coutld be Cork in three weeks” time, or Tipp,
Waterford or Clare. “They're serios leams
and that will be a big for 11"

1t was a good Cork performance.

Auqzlm im goal has come on leaps and
by )

She advanced quickly for two Galway
goal chances and her puck ouls ara

=
u-STr.rE:is admirably fMlling the boots of the
great Aoife Murray while still developing.

Cork's play was sharper with some
good deliveries, Galway's defence ara
very good and we were dispessessed many
tiimes due to excellent marksmanship,

Cork scored just five points from play
and when coming up against such good
defenders need to be picking off scores
fram further out.

I'd Like to see Ashling Thompson and
Chlloe E:Ifersan do this as they have the
range. Although [ feel that Chloe is best
placed in Cork’s half back line.

Oirla Cronin s another canable ol seor-

ing from Cork's hﬂlmﬁm Lime, ¢vemn£'
playing deep. Equally Galway scored
points from play indicating a good defens-
ive display by Cork

Cork will beat Clare today and Cathal
feels that Kilkenny are seeded on the
oiher slde =0 Cork could well e?d up pay-
ing Galway again in two weeks' time,

They won't be overawed by that con-
sidering the three-point defeat. Cork
miszed a penalty and Galway took four
points from two side-tine cuts,

Of course, that could happen in.a
team is almost sure to get & side-line cut
around the oppositions “45. Previously,
giving away a side-line wasn't seen asa

real thngeit,

Tt will be from now on if the game has

layers the calibre of Rebooca Hennelly.
Ehh:ra Sigerson 1s another whe takes a
girong side-line and she came close to
seoring one st Sunday but if edged nar-
row [y ikl

After Hennelly's display you can seo
this art becoming mare of a focal pednt for
teams. It's an art that's poor in club camo-
gie, rarely practised. -

While the two polnts has been in for a
few vears now it seems to have only
dawmed with p]:}lerl-s l.h;]: this is a huge
advan if £ iz right.

I".'et:ﬂn r}:;g“nymp&mtueq:in both clish
and intercounty camopgie this year with a
very small returm. Most are poorly struck:
E% ”'“ﬁ.ﬁ’“r the W-meire line hies

@ poalkeeper,

Players are standing over the free
rather than striding up to it with momen-
tum and they need momentum for
strength in the delivery.

A penalty mizs is a big blow to & team
and & h boost for the opposltion, par-
ticularly in big games.

The second gﬁuarte:r final will involve
Waterfordd and Tipperary, after Beth Car-
ton scored 1-14 in Waterfiord's 2-17 to 0-10
victory over Westmeath at Cesack Park to
secure the vital runner-up spol in group 2
behind Eilkenny, who accounted for Lim-

erick by 2-16 to 0-8 ot Mowlan Park.

Tipperary werd the first team to qualify
after topping group 3 on October 25th.

There was nothing at stake in terms of
extending their seazon beyond last wee-
kend but Wexdord and Cifaly served upa
treat in their champisnship group 1 e al
Bellefield in Enniscorthy, befors the
Model eounty Brevnilsd by 1-15 1o 1-13



Gaway'sNiamb Haniffy and Laura TreacyofCort,

Home comforts can be
of benefit to Rebels as

they take on

Liberty Insurance All-Ire-
land senlor quarter-finals

- Cork v . ipm,

pperary v Waterford,

Pilre Ui Chaolmh 2.45pm
A HOME game for Cork as
they take on Clare In the Lib-
erty Insurance senior quarter
final in Piire Ui C I to-
FHNE O,

While Cork may not train in
the Piire it's a honefit to not
have to travel particularly
with such an early throw in
and travel / overnight restric-
tions making jonrneys diffi-
seult for feams.

Tipperary and Waterford
follow in the second guarier
final doubie heador.

i Zork will head into the
knockout game as favourites,
Clare emerged second to Tip-
g:;'ary in a group of three,

ting Dublin in the deciding
FAme.

A first round defeat to Tip-
[arary on a score Hme of (=20 to
-8 Clare neaded & favourahls
risult against Doblin o see
them through.

‘Thay got it with o 1-18 toe 1-7
victory. Player of the makch,
Miamh O Den rovealed that a
dosire to show the “real Clare™
fuelled their impressive sec-
ond-half rally over Duhlin,

“We had a lot to prove afier
the Tipp game and | think
that's a proper representation
of this Clare team.”™ said
O0'Dea

“Rain, hail or snow, we
stuck to our game plan. We
irusted oarselves, trsted the
guiba we kil amd the managme-
ment.

“The work has in simce
before Covid and after Covid
it's een massive. But we'll
drive It on now for two weeks®
time in the guarter-final and
hope wa can put up a good
show there and show what
we'ne about.

“1i"s our first time in a
quarter-final in a long tme
and we're all just itching for
that now and hopefully it goes
I WY

“We know what we're about
and any side we meet In a
gquarter-final, we're not going
to fear them.” Clare camagie

jhoss Ger O'Connell is alsoe
hopefiil that his charges' con-
yfidence ;.;IE’ hawve soared fol-
lowing t clory.

“There was a lot of negative
talk after our gama with Tip-

jporary and rightly so, we
ditdn’t perform on the day.

“Oir gecond hall against

‘Dublin is what we expect from
the group, the girls put in’ so
mutch ri and Work, We Sef

Banner

B Linda Mellerick

it on the training field and o
se that ﬂm?l:’ hﬂl’m raally
good, the confidence
uﬁ]lhnﬁﬁdr:lnm that.

At the start of the year you
have your goals and aims,
nimbor one was toget out af
the group no matter what, it
hasnt boen done in a while
which i nothing against “li
previous management but
a hard thing to get to the
quarter-final. Goal ane has
bewn gob, mow we can go and
have a cight cut at this
fquarter- 2

The former connty godl-
ketper folt an improvement
was visible within their ranks
and was a more significant
factor for their
the quarter-finals rather than
the advantage of being in a

ipam group,

So, Clare will come to Cork
hugely buoyed and take that
enthusiasm onto the pitch

the rebels.

Inggh Kilnamona had an
impresshve win over
Hm?;bd in the Munster Hhm;
final and Clare’s underage
made healthy steldes over the
past number of :

Their focal inattack is
Aine O'Loughlin with Chloe
Morey and Robyn Conway
alzo a threat. Stalwart Laura
?ﬁmhnn hixs moved to the af-

Miamh O°Dea at cepire back
is a pivotal player for Clare
alongside Alannah Ryan as
Clare"s hard waork and support
play has improved,

pite that, considering
Cork's pedigres, §i's hard fo
e anything but a Cork win.
The manner of thelr approsch
o the game and thelr perform.
ance from the throw In is the
critical factor.

Tipperary and Waterford
will be a fighily fought con-
test. Adzhling Moloney still it
ting on the side-line due to 2
auspension is a bit loss, E £
this game to he a physical
hattle,

th fixtures will be live on

RETE Two and the RTE Player

International with coverage
beginning at 12.300m,

Extra-time periods and

frees competition will be aﬁ!-

plicable In both matches if

required and the draw for the
semnl will take place live
on at full-time of the sec-

ond match to dotermine whao
will p]n:.- Galway or Kilkenny

im the semi-finals on Saturday
November 28,

Eﬂk‘sl.mrﬂ"tmuhhwhﬁﬂdhﬂm!ﬂhlﬁnﬂﬂnt.
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Cork will now

Mellerick

Cork

3-15
Clare 0-8

DESPITE the final margin, Cork didn't
have it all theie swn way against Clare in
the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
quarter-final in Palre U Chinoimb on Sat-
urday affernoon.

It wis as Clare tired in the final quarter
that Cork puf the game to bed,

Theend restli, though, is an All-Ireland
semi-final against Kilkenny on Saturday
weelk on home turf again in the Paire, with
Galway against Tipp on the oiler side of
the draw.

Cork again played the short passing

me and tried to walk the ball into their

1-forward line where they were ap
agalinst a strong Clare back three of Ciara
Crogan, Clare Hehir and Clara Doyle.
Ell:la.ﬂv to their credit ok the game to
rk.

1 had & fear before the game that they
wonld go defensive and be content with a
respectable defeat rather than go out amd
tey and win the game bot (hey attacked
from the outset. It was Cork that played
desp as they again packed thelr own 45
and middle section to suppart thele off the
shoubder gamae,

dF the shoubiler 2 Mine to o certain &
tent butl Cork agaln aren’t taking thetr
soores from scoreable positions out the
{ield, instead 2eeming to feel the need toba
at beast 30 yands from the godlposts before
willing to shoot, Orla Cronin the excep-
tion. Ashling Thompson agaln operated
defensivaly, hor aftacking game a distank
memory now. Really six points from play
in the opening half from Cork wasn™t good
enough.

inst

They seored Mve over the lour it
an

Gal last wesek, Clare's Clare Heh
ugmnnr of Cork.

til were o chnnges b Cork’s slar-

150rom last weekend with Sarafields’

O'Callachan and Courcey Rovers'

host the Cats

Cork’s Sapirse McCarthy shoots from (lare’s CGara Doyle.

Saflln;m Mcﬂarﬂﬁr VEn 1h¢}ﬂnﬂ b ﬂT:“'
Dcmps% ad an easy n such a
big pitch and the game was relatively fres-
Mowing in the opening half nlthuug,h on
two occation ghe should have let advan-
tage play ok, once when Linda Collins
had the geal in front of her anid again
donying Clare when in space a few min-
e m“?o«mmr' Aisling Corbett had
are i ng Corbott had a
eouple of hairy moments under the drap-
plng ball but Cork woren'i in the square to
capltalise. The wind was strong and Clare
opened with it. They were full value for
their !rn:ill:mf point at half time 0-7 10 B-6,
working their socks off to $top Cork’s in-
terplay. It was a bridge to Far for them (o
sustain it over the hour,

Cork's second hall provided more scor-
ing attempds from distance bul for the sec-
ohd week kn a row the opposition®s full
back line were on top for a perfed desplie
Kairina Mackey finlshed an Amy O -
nor piess 10 the net to give Cork thelr en-
gime siart.

Om the other end Hannah Looney was
an mng:mngiltln- Laura Treacy and
Meabh Cahalane.

We can assume that Cork's managoe-
meznt felt the game was won on 52 minules
when Katrinn Mackey was called fo the
line as the BTE Player of the Mateh had a
bisy hour, Cork niilised their five subs.

Clare started (o thre and mile slopgy

-

Picture: Bddie 0'Hare

mistakes particularly coming out of de-
fenee and it allowed Amy O'Connor
through for Cork's second goal.

Another sloppy clearance allowesl for
Orla Cronin to take it down well and off-
s to Amy O'Connor who with just one
defender in front of hor was always ol
mgﬂm the jugular,

ork's experience toak over, Theo ex-
perience of physical battbes shows in the
final guarter as Cork struck 2-6 and
keoked impressive. They picked off some
pice seores and took chances at distance

ancl even t a couple went wicde it was
the right decislon.
Thare will be tougher batiles alead,

Secwars far Cark: K 13 & O'Connee 24, Cea-
rery G 404 ), © Sigerson {f), L Collins, B MeCartny, C
Heady. M Looney O-1 pach

Clare: C Mooy D=l I A DLgugtiiog B Kely 03 ack
CORX: & Low; L L Trescy, M Cahatane; H
Lty Lm:Hﬂmaw
son K Machony, O Coonin, G Sigemon # O Cannor, 8
hﬁ:ﬂ-l"l‘l'lg'.L‘E‘.l:lll'I.

Suba: C Hosly for & MeCarihy (437, L Homan tof N
O Callaghan (44}, | OCRegan for K Machoy (B3} 8
WHmel.FﬂmhrﬂLm

CLARE: A Corbull; G fifsgan; G Hohir, G Doyl R
- 8 Ve, 0 i

Bleiahon W COYDea, A .10 Dissgan; L
Mehlahon, E KBy M wmy  Mading. A ©'Loughin,
& Scankin. . o

Subs A Co four Al SCArG [38), B Condon fer 5
Waighan (430 G Hohoy lon L Moahen (48,0 Powar
ko W McGrmsh (5G], W ot O Duggan (575

Rt (e Rk o ;



Murray: Cork starting to hit form

Camiogie
Therese O'Callaghan

trork and Tipperary prog-
ressed to the Libepty ITnsur-
ance AllIreland Senbor Camo-
gle Champlenship semi-finals
al Filre U Chaolmh on Satur-
dny.

They will return to the same
venie on Saturdiy week to
takd on ]-i:‘lll-:l.-ml:,.' ul‘ujl l:]ll‘!::lrll

jons Galway respectively, A
.-;:Fn.-mml-h:al.f? 1 Etgm Karen
Hennedy, allled to seven
points from joint-captain Cihiit
Devane, helped Tipperary pall
away from Waterford, win-
ning by 1-13 e 310,

Tipperary manager Bill
siullaney had nothing but
praise for his plavers.

“The girls did evervihing
and Immh el brilEiantly,
worked Iy hard. The com-
munteation was excellent and
the subs that came on were ex-
cellent.”

Tipp were just two points
ahead after A wind-zssisted
first-half, Kennedy's goal was
sigmificant, sending them to a
third consecutive semi-final.

*Karen wis cenire-back and
crded up scoring the goal. She
was tracking her player and
took the scors. But they all
contribyied, T WS il Say-
fpe save from Alne Slattery al
the end too,

“The girls have suffered
heartache over the years.
They want to get toa fnal,
they deserve to get to a final.
W mot Galway this yoear and
we got ont of Balllnasloe in
March with a podnt win. Bt
vou have tocarn it."

Waterford boss Fergal
O'Brien was frustrated with
some of the decisions,

“It vasn't the losing of the
game, We lost the game be-
cause Tipperary were better
than us, Bul we thought somne
blatant fouls agalnst us
weren'l glven,

hj"l am uxfli;_-c-wﬂl}' Eﬂl.;ﬂ of
this group of girls. They have
been fantastic all year. It 5 sa
disappeinting when yvoun dont
gt that performance on the
field. We thought we were
ready io kick-on at half-time
bt it didn't happen.

“This is the third guarter-
{inal we have got to and we

haven®l taken the mext step”

Meanwhile, old rivals Cork
and Eilkenny will face off in
the ather semi-final after tha
Rebels were comforfable
winmers over Clare, 315 1o 0-8,

Following a tight opening &0
miknutes, they upped the gears
courtesy of second-half goals
irom Keirina Mackey and
skipper Amy O Connor (2.

Cork manager Paudie Mur-
ray sald their approach was
viry profess ool

“Our use of the ball was
better today than the kst day,
Scoring was better, We will
take & lot of positives out af it
A number of our players are
stariing 1o hit form which is
kv, When we ran at Clare and
created the overlap, we caused
thism trohle,

“Iwould like more energy if
wi are to get to the level of a
seml-final. We moved the ball
well enough in the first half
agalnsl the wined, A small bit
eritlcal of the final pass but
other than that you have to be

ha 1

‘?’.I?Ee semi-final is a mass-
ive, massive task to get our-
selves mentally and physi-

Gk o

cally to the next level. The key
now s fo make sure all our in-
Juries are okay and work from
thore.

“We wlll have to look at
Pameln (Machey) lomorrow,
Libby (Coppingery and Hatrl-
fain (Mackey) came through 40
minutes, Gomma (0°Connor)
k= zeeing a consultint during
the weelk to see can she start
some sort of activity. Bt you
are talking about two monihs
with a punctured lung.
Gemma being Gemma, she is
going to give it a shot bu 1
think e are asking a lot.”

For dual playver Hannah
Losney, the hectic schedule
corf s,

“It i& tough the tvo maiches
an the same weckend but | am
delighted the semi-finals of ca-
mogle and ladies feothall are
d t weekends.”

Clare manager Ser O"Con-
nell couldn't hide his disap-
pointment. For Clare camogie
to move ferward, he said
siruciures top to bottom have
to be put i place,

“That % 50 important and it
really needs fo be done. Wa
need fo sit down and ses

Cork’s Orla Cronin is tackled by Clare’s Niamh 0'Dea during the
Insurance All-Irefand senior camogie championship quarter-final at
Picture; Eddi

Pairc Ui Chaoimb.

where we are going to go,

“This iz my second year, |
think we made progress, but
after foday we haven't made
enough, We want to get higher
than quarter-finals, The
Mayers are fantastic. They are
young and are learning every
day. We need that bit more
bibe and finish.

ddie 0'Hare

“Cork are five, six, or seven
vears ahead of us as regards
structures. We have to pet up
to that, evervbedy from the
county board to us in the
managerizl level and all the
way down io underage. There
needs iobek connection. Cork
have that' connéction. Wo
don’t, It-bs vory soparate. ™

Tipperary
advance to
last four

ByDaragh O Conchiir

CORK
31510 m&m

ed
All-Ireland Sendor Cam
Cham nmﬂwﬁm
over Clare at Piire Uf Chaoimbh,

The sides were level five
times in total in that first half,
Cark went in at the break

] -7
AR

e
I women got the
perfect start to u-uﬁimd

when Amy O'Connor set
up Mackey for a gosl wiilin
Clare in contention,
Taimw (free) and Aine

It was Cork that ey

the
stronger though to advance
ﬁm%mmmﬁ;

lnl}mummm fnal
42nd minute goal h}-m'
Kemnedy gave Tipperary the
vital breathing place and
imthe

enstired a Tast Four
after 1-15r fi-1
Whl “f“&: N Wil e
t was the third
(o0 that Waterford fatied to yot

beyond this rdle
lurve Few aﬂi:g:-'!m

By Daragh O Conchiiir

THE development of Camogie in
Ulster was advertised in no uncer-
tain terms vesterday, with the
prowinee sef 1o provide all the con-
testants in the Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland Intermediate and Pre-
mier Junior Camogie Champion-
ship finals on December 5.

Antrim and Down will contest the
Intermediate decider, whibe Cavan,
who have already claimed the
Mancy Murray Cup as Junior A
championship this month, will look
to complete a unigue double when
they cross swords with Armagh.

Dvown were beaten finalists two
vears ago before falling at the
penultimate hurdle to ultimate vic-
tors Westmeenth 12 months ago, and

accounted for X617 champions
Mleath by 0-14 to (-8 at 5t Tiernach's
Park.

The Rovals were back in the
Intermedinte Championship after
suffering relegation from the Sen-
for ranks in 2019 but they were
abways second best in Clones, apart
from a pericd of about 10 minotes
in the final quarter, when they
reduced the margin to three,

But Down always gave the
impression they had another gear
and confirmed that as Niamh Mal-
lon fired a brace of points and the
excellent Saoirse McCartan added
another score to confirm their
qualification.

Down led by 06 to 0-2 at half-
time, which flattered Meath, as the
Mourpe County outfit failed to cap-
fialise on a couple of goeal opporiu-
nities. Mallon adopted a deeper
role then many have been accus-
tomed with and got on plenty of
possession, while Fionnueala Care
was effective picking up breaking
ball in front of her full-back line,
ensuring the legendary Jane Dalan
wits starved of possession.

Paula O'Hagan pathered a clean
ance quickly and returned it from
50m over the black spot, followed
with a pointed free.

Sinéad Hackeit and Aidin Slattery
got on the scoresheet for Meath but
another convarted frea h;}l:]'Ha,gun
and a splendid strike by MoCargan,
after w:i.nnlu? possesaion hersell
and exchanging passes with the
industrious Lauren Clarke, puit
Daoown four abesd at the break.

Their ripﬂti hrened aftelr thi
resum Igaann continuing to
nunislfll:hu indiscretions ul'm'!rth-,-.-
Menth defence, while Sara-Loulse
Graflin and MeCartan added o the

tally fram play
any doubt abaast

‘There was rarely
the verdict in the sccond semk-final
in Inniskeen, where Antrim won

CAVAN LOOKING
T0 COMPLETE A
UNIQUE DOUBLE

and Rachael Merry helped Armagh

by 0-14 16 0-3. The Saffrons found
scores much easier to come by in
Eienernlﬂzlll}r, and three apiece from

neve v and Catherine Dobbin
were il the heart of their 0-9 to 0-3
interval lead. Réisin McCormack
also found a neat score, while
Micole O'Meill landed a palr of
poinis from frees, Laois were reli-
ant on placed balls, Kirsten Keenan
(twa) and O h Tyman register-
ing their first-half scores.

The midlanders Failed to trouhle
the scoreboard opertor in The S8c-
ond hall and the game fizzled oul 1o
its inevitable conclusion, 0’Neill
slotting three frees to bring her
tally to five, with McCormack nmd
Lucia McNaughton completing the
HOOTINR,

Cavan put on the after-burners in

the second half to lenve Athleague
with @i 2-16 to 1-6 success over the

) maN

hosts in the Liberty Insurance All-
Ireland Premicr Junior semi-final,
Shauna Fallon opened the scoring
for Rescommon with a goal but
ints from Sinéad McKenns and
hanise Fitzsimons helped the
Junior A ions deaw level at
the interval, 06 to 1-3.

It waz one-way raffic in the sec-
ond half, FLdl'ls nheﬂt;.-KHE%: gﬂml
partting daylight een the sides.
Fitzmﬁmag:lled another major in
the 55th minute to continue the
Breffnivwomen's Tun.

Tyrone were no match for Cavan
in the Nancy Murmay Cup decider
but parked their disappoiniment
from that setback with & -.Il.iplaj' of
goal-scoring that threatened to
derail Armagh's aspirations, before
Eimeir Smyth twice for the
2016 finalists to advance, 2-10 to
34, in n. Ciara Donnelly

N

T

. S

B ey Mg sl A
regs &'z first &r
stronig work by Reaﬁi Fay, and
thien Kelley Cuddy's rery from
distance travelled all the way to the
net. Eﬁ:; Lildtl_t ruiaﬂ &,ng_rfa:;
Ereen and 1t was B ey B
the change of ends.

Armagh poured forward but
found the Tyrome defence in oludu-
rate form, providing an exhibition
of llent hooking &nd blocking,
while Una McCann made two fan-
tastic saves. There was nothing the
‘keeper could do about Smyth's
rockel 0 redice the margun 1o one.

McCann was called into action
once more to deny Leanme Dop-
u:ll&i.-'shm I'I|':E= ught eventually
A e

the sod for
Armagh



CORKE manager Paudie Murray was

pleased with his side’s All-lreland
quarter-final performance against Clare
at the weekend,

The victory pat them through to the All-
Ireland semi-final.

Mow they'll host Kilkenny In the Last
four clash at Paire Ui Chaglmh on Satur-
day week, with Galway facing Tipperary
on the other side of the draw. ]

Iri the second game in Paire Ul Chaoimb
on Saturday, a 42nd minute goal by Karen
Kennedy gave Tipperary the vital breath-
ing place and ensured a place In the last
fonir for the third consecutive season, with

Bt they will have litile causa for com-
plaint havin not been able to go thrmigh
ihe goars in the second half.

o] suppose last week was going to take it
ot nrme_n!:_'lmrm 40 m‘ruhahfpr to b i1
the saml-final at this stage,” Murray sald.

The frst-half conditions were clearly
towgh on the players in the Paire.

“The wind was gale force, particula
at the far side, 1don’t think yon'd nokice it
g much in the stand sowe'd talke thie half-
Hil i E-u-lr.t Jead all day s

wepb e instruction at half-time was to

dokng what we wiere doing but to do i
bit faster.”

Katrina Mackey's goal kick-started
Cork’s win early in the second half. with

champlons Gal Iying in walt.
It was the third year in a row too that  afle
waterford failed to get this higrdle,

Cork’s Sanirse McCarthy is tackled by Clare’s Clare Hehir at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh.

urray: We will
have to step up
a level for Cats

st Clare’s Maire
: Eddie O'Hare

Katrina Mackey bursts
MeGrath.

Amy O"Connor nalling anether two goals
rwards.

“yegh ook, Kairina has had a kot of in-
juries over the past 12 months, but 1 noe-
ticed over the last two or three weeks that
she was starting to come 50 a masshe per-

ForTmance.

= thought the work of our Inside line
WAS VETY ioday and we managed Lo
get # coupbe of scores from it and that as-
pect I'd be pleased with ™

Prior to the semi-final draw, Murray
&aid that hiz side had no sontrol over wio
iy are paired with, and would take the
EOme A% I GHmEs

“wate only have contrel over ourselves
and the mext two weeks will be; number
one, ta get the injuries cleared up and
wi'vie got to try and bring it to another
level particularly.

Picture: Eddie O'Hare

=we saw Galway last week, & very
phyzical team. Obvimesly the weather is
going to suit them as we get closer to
Christmas, Kilkenny are golng vecy, very
good as wall 50 we know we're going to be
umnder pressune,

Referring to the injuries in the Cork
camp, Murray explained Gemma O0"Con-
o, Julia te and Libby Coppinger are
particular concerns,

“Gemma is one, Julla White, fwo, Ralri-
pa Mackey there and Libby is only just
coming back from injury so weve a lot of
things to get elght over the next couple of

Geiting White back in action against
the Cats would be a major boost, adding
and gkill ta the Cork forward unit.
=Julia is back deing a light jog at the
moment, that was enly Thursday night so
two weeks Is probably a long, long call

thern.
“] think it's too carly to call, it's a grad-

1l

Tﬁ:ﬁmlhﬂl and carmogie semi-fnal fix:
fures clash has been averted with the
LGFA switching the semi-final to De-
cember § after Cork qrn ar Sun-
day. That is sure 1o help both feams” prop-
arathons.

“ahealutely. | think particularly a
semi-final, T think it would be unfair on
gither one of the teams that was going out
second and to the players, so common
spnee came good cventually,” _.

Considering there are 4 number lﬂ"

ger players in the panel, Murray
with how they are . !
average age is 24, | think what kill-
od us this year is that we didn’t have the
summer to develop these players so
they"ve had to learn Fast, but 1 tmlﬁ;%‘tl
anyone who came in thers teday s
img weall,”™ ;



GAMGGIE QUARTER-

—_ — —

CORK 3-15
CLARE 0-8

NOEL HORGAN REPORTS

I'Twent very much according 1o
plan for hot favourites Cork in
the Liberty Insurance All-Ire-
land senior camogic champi-
onship quarter-final encounter
with Clare at Pakre Ui Chasdmh
kast Saturday,

A comprehensive 16-point
victory tells its own story, not-
withstanding the fact that they
Jed by just the bare minimum
at the end of a keenly-contested
first-half,

After the game, Cork manag-
er Pawdie Murray revealed he
wasn't in the least bit worried
by the situation at the interval,
considering his charges had
plaved into a strong wind dur-
ing the opening 30 minutes.

The wind was almast gale-
force, so, to be honest, | thought
we were ina greak position go-
Ing in a point up after facing it
ins the first-half; he remarked.

As regards Cork's perfor-
mance overall, Murray said it
was all about getting the job
done in a game they were ex-
pected 1o win handily.

‘I'd be pleased enough with
this displad, but we know it's
going to be a different ketthe of
fish altogether in the semi-final,
and 1 think we'll need far more
eneTgy in our play the next day.

“That's the message the
plavers will be getting over the
mext Two wecks, because we
are going o be under pressure
to bring it to another level!” he
admitted, adding that Cork’s
progress 1o the semi-finals has
been most cncouraging,

We now have a very young
team, [ think the average age is
24, and a major handicap this
vear is that we didn't have the
summer o develop the new-
comers, so they've had to learn
fast”

In the final anabysis, Murray
is entitled to be satisfied with
the way Cork dealt with Clare's
spirited challenge.

Playing inte the clements,
they never fell more than a
it behingd in the frse-hall
when their defence generally
ruled with a firm hand.

Hannah Looney and Laura
Haxes regularky caught the eye
with some probing runs from
the wing-back berths, while the
influential Ashling Thompzon
processed an amount of ball
at midfield, even if her disari-
bution wasn't up o scratch on

rearguard, with wing-forward
Katrina Mackey earning the
main plaudits up front before
thie break.

Alter Orla Cronin and Sao-
irse McCarthy shared a brace
of points, Mackey bagged her
third to put two between the
teams for the first time in the
20th minute.

While Clare’s ace free-tak-
er Chloe Morey completed the
first-half scoring o make it 0-7
to (-6, the wisitors” bid to upset
the odds was severely dented
within a minute of the resump-
Esan. |

A welbtaken goal by Katrio-
na Mackey put Cork firmly in
the driving seat at that stage,
and when Orla Cronin, fed by
the ever-industrious Ashling
Thompson, tacked on a pont,
it was obvious that Clare, 1-8
to 06 arrears, had a mountain
to climb.

To their eredit, they didn’t
give up the fight, but any hopes
they might have harboured
of erasing the deficit were
eifectively dashed when cen-
tre-forward Eimear Kelly had
a goal-attempt foiled by Cork
custodian Amy Lee in the 38th
i,

The losers were still inwith a
shout three mimutes later after
a point from full-forward Aine
O Loughlin left them trailing
by 1-9 to 0-8, but, as things
transpired, they were unable 1o
addd o their tally in the remain-
ing time. The Cork defence, in
which Libby Coppinger and Me-
abh Cahalane, rarely put a foot
astray in the comer-back stors,
came up with all the answers on
the run-in, Ashling Thempson
and Orla Cronin, who had been
switched from centre-forward,
established complete control at
myicfield, while Amy O'Connor
thundered into the pictura in
attack,

The result was that Cork
piled on the pressure and the
punizhment in earnest, with
' Connor, subdued by her
own standdards in the first-half,
underlining her quality when
ramming in two goals, having
set Katriona Mackey up for the
winners' first.

Hannah Looney, O'Connor,
the classy Orla Cronin and sub-
stiture Clona Healy chipped in
with some fine points from play
as Cork ehocked up a total of 2-6
without reply in the last quanter
to leave the outgunned Banner
girls trailing in their wake.

With players such as Gem-
ma O'Connor and Julin White
rutded out by injury for this test,
Paudie Murray fecls that Cork
have plenty 1o be concerned
about ahead of the Al-Ireland
sermi-final.

‘Libby (Coppinger) has just

Cork’s LaﬂHljlﬂm

final at Pairc Ul Chaoimh on Saturday last. (Photos: Bryan Keane / INFHO)

futwaﬂltah‘ﬁ'n
Cork against Clarein their

champlonship quarter-final clash at Pairc Ui
at the weekendd,

come back from an injury, and
Katrina Mackey got a knock
out there today, so we have a
It of things to get cheared up
over the next couple of weeks,
he stressed.

Scorers

Cork: A O'Connor 2-1, K Mackey

1= 3.0 Cronin (-6 | 41}, L Coling, 5
McCartivg, H Looney, C Sigersanif],
CHealy O-leach
Chare= C Morey O-4 (1), A&
O'Liokiphlin, E Kely'0-2 each.

Corlc A Lee (Ma Piarsaighl L
Coppirger {5t Coum'sh L Treacy
{Kiizagh), M Cahalane (St
Finbarr's ) H Loonay [ Klexsh),

P Mackey (Dougitas), L Hayes

{5t Catherine's kN O'Cakaghan
(Sarcheiis), A Thompeon{Miford);
K Mackey (51 Cathesine’s), O Cronin

mmnﬂmm insurance All-ireland senior camogie championship quarter-

about to score |

senlor
InCork

{Enriskeane], C Sigerson (Kilieaghl;
L Codkres [ Courgey Rewers], 5
McCarthy (do ) A D Connor
(51 Vincent's ). Sals, CHealy

) for McCartiry.
43, L Homan {5t Vincent's)
far CrCaltagham, 45,1 0Fepan
(Batygarvan] for Mackey {injured],
53, E Murphy [ Sarsfeids ) for
Coppinger, 54.F Keating [Cowrcey
Repvors) fior Loonoy, 61
Clare: & Corlbett; C Grogan, CHehir,
C Dz Pt MchAaheon, W 0D a,
ARyan: 5 Voughan, D Duggani L
Mchdahan, E Felhy, M MoGrath C
Morey, A Dloughiin, M Scanion.
Suibs, R Cormaany for Scanion, 36.5
Condon for Waughan, 43, G Hickey
for L Mohiahon. 49, A Power
for MoGrath, 56, M Cailfiehd fof
Duggan, 57
Refenes: Liz Dermgrsey (Rikenny)

[~ e =

O St Katrina Machey and Ay OConnor both made iefing
conbribaticns inattack, but perhaps Cork's most consistently -
eficctive performer was Hannah Looney, wha embelished an
impenssha wing -back dispian with an maeliont podnt in the second-
haif.

Star Moment: The cutcome was never indoult after Army O'Connoe did
the spadework foe Cork's ikt goal sconed by Katriona Mackey eany in
the second-half,

Taking Point In view of Clare's chvious imilations, & isn't easy to
asess Cork s future prospects on the basks of this decishve victory,
Mﬂnttuhwlmmm FUARETS -1 mﬁanwl.m




C3a
of catchrup
from Covid

THE Carbery camogie divi-
slon consists of nine clubs,

These are Barryroe, Ballin-
ascarthy, Bandon, Clonakilty,
Enniskeane. Kilbrittain Ti-
moleague, Kilbres, Mewces-
torwm amnd 5t Colum’s.

The officer board of the divi-
sion la chairman, James
Tobin, Barryroe: secratary,
Marv Sexton, Kilbrittain /Ti-

moleague; tréasurer, Deidre
¥'Leary, Kilbres; FRD, Caro-
linge McSweeney, Bandon, and
the child welfare officer iz
j Lindn O'Danovan, Kilbres.
They got a busy few weeks
pof divisional competitions off
to a later than usual start in
July when restrictions were
lifted and a great effort was
pput in to complete competi-
tions In the U11, Ui and D13
ARE ErOUps. i

The division also organised
very stccessful U115, U7, jun-
ior and intermediate division-
al competitions and In most of
theze, they are ready to go
with the finals when games re-
SR,

In the U13A cup final Ennds-
keane met Kilbrittain STimo-
league In a closely-contested
and exciting final.

Enniskeans had the upper
hand and ran out Winners on a
fireal score of 2-3 1o 1-2.

The 13A shield final saw
Mewcestown meel Bandon in
the final with Mewcestown
winners on a 6-6 to 2-1 SCore
line.

The U12R eup saw 5t
Colum’s ravel to play Barey-
roeand in nmthe_rc]mli-.'mn-
tested game with little hg
tween the sides, 5t Colom’s
edged it in the closing stages to
N e U138 shicld final saw

3 shie
Baltinascarthy meet Clonakil-
ty 2 where Clonakilty were thi
stronger team on the night.

At 112 level cach divizion
ran their own leagne and the
top teams from eech division
went forward to the county
sermi final and final

In the U12A cup final Ban-
don 1 got the upper hand on
Kilbrittain /Timoleague as
Bandon were winners on a

seoreling of 1-3 to 1-1.

The U12A shield final be-
tween Clonakilty 1 and Ennis-
keane was neck and neck the
ywhaole way with Enniskeans
clinching it at the Mnizh.

The U128 cup final was be-
tween Barryroe and Bandon 2.

Bandon were the stronger
Veam winning out on a score of

5 by 4=dh

Wﬂﬂrm dafeated St
Colum’s to take the U128
shield final.

i

The Kilbrittain/Timoleague U144
14A camogie team wheo were the Carbery

rbery winni

Ng game
after delays

rict

The 11 grade was & new
compatition this year.

Soven clubs competed and
based on results, they divided
them into twoe griups.

In the 1A fnal Kllbrit-
u:ln.-"nrnnle-agun and Bandon
miet in a very close & and it
came down to the final puck of
the ball where Kilbrittain /Ti-
mnlmm&uinm:l in the clos-
ing seconds bo claim the cup
o i seoreline of 3.2 to 1-8,

1n the U11E competition En-
niskeane took the title at the
expense of Ballinascarths
winning 3-2 to (-1 on the day in
an enjoyvable contest,

The U156 leagmae comiminced
in July and all clubs got off to
a great siart but as the county
games began these were the
priority and it proved more
difficult to get games played
and the divigion are now wait-
ing to play these finals.

In the IS4 final Clonakilty
1 and Enniskeane battled it
out in a well-contestod game.

It was to be Clonakiliy's
night as their work rate pald

as they ran oul winners of
5-6 1o 2-7,

The Ul5A Shield final is st
to b degided and hare New-
ciestowhn and Barryroe will
miset in the coming woeks.

Likewise, the U15B final
where Ballinascarthy will
play Kilbrittain /T gue
and in the UlSE shield Clon-
akilty and St Colam's
wrill hiatele §t ont in the near fi.

are,

The Ul7A final between
Clonakilty and Eilbres was
wion by Clonakilty 4-10 1o 4-3.

The U178 final will be be-
twean Ballinascarthy and Kil-
hrittain Timoteague.

Four ¢!u}ﬁ Emﬁumdl:lw jun-
lor competitlon, buk there ars
still games to be played befora
ﬂnalﬂlﬂm knovmn.

Kilbrittain/ Timoleague
and Clanakilty played in the
final of the interm te grade:
and it was Kilbrittain STimo.
league who were winners on
ithe night.

[t was a great season for the
Enniskeane club as they won
the County Intermediate
champlonship and will join
their fellow divisional neigh-
hours Mewcestown in the sen-
for ranks for 2021,

It i great to see the clubs in
the Carbery division continue
to make huge progress at all
tevels and well done to all whe
wark so hapd in the clubs to
promote clmogie.

Cork manager Paudie Murray and the subs look on against (lare.

Cork have room
for improvement

CAMDGIE

Mellerick

1 CAM tell vou that s absolutely freezing
in the media avea in Paire Ui Chaslmh,

1t's always a little chilly there, no
matter what time of the vear, 5 fo
Croke Park as 1Us ontdoor. Mot too many
peophe realise that.

They think the print and radio media
are tncked away in nice cozy press oxes
on bg days in these stadiums, but 1 can
vouch that it's the opposite. But it has a
bird's oye view of magnificent pitches and
games, and for that we are privileged.

The piteh in Pdire Ui Chaoimh looked
like a billlard table last Saturday for the
All-Ireland senior champlonship semi-

finals. Comparing it to Thurles and Croka
Park for the hurking games, it ooked the
best of the thres.

Cork had a comprehensive win over
Clare in the first semi-final, but that only
really came in the last quarter when o
tired Clare tost conceniration and made
silly errors coming out of dofence.

1ajlm5r had done =0 well for 45 minutes,
possibly thve best | have seen Clare play in
a long, long time and full credit to them.

It was only then that Amy O°'Connor
capitalised and scored two well-taken

pals. When Amy §s through on goal
re's typically only one result, it hits the
net. Tring to get in on goal against a
strong full: line can b difficult and
that's why I'd like to sec a bit more variety
in Cork's play.

1t weas vary chear that while Clare's back
thres were solid, thelr =ix defenders didn’t
have the speed of Cork’s forwands and
with so much spacs in the park, and Clars
playing a traditional attacking style of
huding, that was the time o hit low, fast
halls inside to the Hne of O°Connaer, Linda
Collins, and Saolrse MoCarthy.

The delivery is too slow, Cork's man-
agemont has defended it “through the
lines’ process when teams go defénsive on

Amy 0'Connor celebrates the first of her two
goals against Clare recently in Pdirc Ui
Chacimh. Picture; Eddie 0'Hare

them amd that's & fair decision. But there
was no such heavy defensive play on Sat-
urday from Clare and Cork still went
down the same roule,

I'd suggest that s Cork that are for-
cing teams back as they themselves play
deep, pulling cut their ferwards and
crowding the middle third, You could
argue they used that style agalnst the
wind in the opendng half and did play that
bit more direct in the second with it at
thelr backs, but 1 suspect that regardiess
of conditions or the opposition’s aﬂl-
proaich, this style of play is what Cork w
stick to,

If they win the All Ireland, they'll bo
vindicated of course. Lot not forgpel that
there am skx changes In the enrrent Cork
starting 15 oo with the team that
Lt won the All-Iraland in 2016

Aoife Morray, Leanne O Sullivan, Renn
Buckley, Orla Cotter, and Julla White are
five while Gemma O°'Connor has also
misaed out on thelr last two championship

mes,
EF'F‘TJ'I»B'I:'E- a big gap to 0l considering the
calibre of those mentboned, And yet, Cork
are skl in with a great eanee of winning
the 2000 AlTreland title

Ol Cronin was excellent sgain in her

role at centre-forward but playing deep.
She ereates go much in that foreand div-
sion, giving great assists and also ng
up with some lovely points. She is Cork's
pivotal playver up fromt.

atrina Mackey is back to her bost, des-
plie coming off with what looked to be a
shoulder injury. She's had her fair sharo

. of injuries for 18 months or 80 and has

battled back.

It was a tremendous boost for her {o get
the Player of the Match avard and if she
can manage those injuries for the re-
mainder of the season, which Is a maxi-
mum of three weeks i Cork win next Sat-
urday, then she is coming good at the
right time.

‘epple might feel that Linda Collinz
i=n"t firing on all eylinders becauss she
isn't coming away with a bucket of scores
to her name, bt she s doing a 1ot of don-
ey work and laving off good assists. She.
was involved in four or five scores for

k.

Laura Tl an ountstanding game
at full-back, just as she did against Gal-
way. Meabh Cahalane iz having a solid
SEASOTL.

Hannah Looney is really impressing,
She played very well agalnst Galway a day
after lining oul for the Cork feotballers.
Hannah and Meabh Hned ont again lasi
Sunday as the footballers nl=o qualified
for the All-Ineland semi-final.

I think Cork's back six are doing a good
job, Pam Mackey is Ms Rellability and
Laura Hayes has also filked the left hall-
kack sbot well

Cork haven't settled on their starting
16, with a couple of changes made ahoead of
last weekend's game again. Gemma
O'Comnor 1s back training, hopefully in
plenty of time for the seml-final.

The LGFA came out the week before the
quarter-finels with the statement that §f
Cork reached both semb-finals they wonld
switch the Cork game ouf a week to Te-
cember 5 I'm not golng to congratulate

O COMINON Senss ing a= the
clash should never have happened in the
first place,

It greal for both managements that
thie fve dual players can concealEate of
just the ono cods in the week leading up to
their respective games:
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Cork's Amy Lee in action against Waterford.

FOR 18 seasons Aoife Murray was the
number one camogie goal for Cork.

Come the big chompionship games she
was always the first automatic name on
the team sheet,

For five scasons Mo Piorsaigh's Amy
Lee was Aoife's siandby, rarely called
upon during those championship games,
but remaining patient and learning all the

2020 came and with the retirement of
Awnife after last vear's semi-final defeat to
Galway Amy Leo became number one mndd
it"s fair to say that Aoife who will be 25
thi= month, is more than holding her owm
between the posts.

While it seems a huge step up with big
boots to fill Amy says that this isn't a bap-
tism of fire for hor as she has been in the

nad for five years and has developed
nicely umier the puidance of Aoife and the
management of Paadie Murray,

“I"mi mot 2 raw baby really. 1 know the
gtirls a long time now. I've been in the
dressing room and beard all the advice
::m:l game plans during that time,” Lee

“When | first came on the panel in 20151
played all the league games. 've had loads
of gEime time over the past number of sea-
soms. It is a small bit daunting if 1 dwell on
it filling the boots of Aoife but we spent so
long training together and there wers
miny games when | stepped into goal amd
she ik on the line,

“She lselped me loads, even thoigh we
used to kill each other, We got on very well
and [ kearned so much from her.

“Mark MceMulty and Sean Cremin have
spenit a lot of time with me this year,

“W might start our session & half hour
fore the others and get our bits done,
Sometimes we'll spend the full session to-

ther, other {imes we'll foin the rest of

' fo of it
%rnmnn hugely over thi past

P

fow vears. You'll get advice from differest
pecple and you'll lenrn what™s good for
ol

“Tt takoes a whibe to from ot all the small
silly hablts you get into as o goalkeeper
bt 1 can see a lot of those having left me.

“Things ke not making the right deci-
glons, when to go and when not to, puck-
oikts, &0

1t's a proud time for Amy's club Ha
Piarsaigh. It teying to recall the last Ma
Pla player to hold down a position
ot Corl's aenior feam.

I stand to be corrected but 1 think it
umt{l be Panka Goggins back in the ni-
nEhes,

Amy's mother Angie moved back to Ire-
land whoen Amy was 10 and her sister
Ehanmnon wis five.

The three have o tight homd, As soon ng
they landed in Upper Falr Hill Amy was
dfc?:wn 10 hgﬂ'mhmlcluhass}mmm&d
to play Camogle,

“1 was always sporty as a child. In the
UK I playved Gaelbe football mnd seccer, ot
with the boys all the time, but T was dying
] ﬁ_]: Camople and went straight down
Tix o

Playing with Cork never enfered Amy's
hisid, She didn’t have idals as she Farely
watchesl gamies.

Corkgoalkeeper Amy Lee celebrates her side’s goal against Down.  Picture: ©INPHO/Lastha

She just went along with the elub and
EVET selected on Cork ULs and U6
development squads and making the
minor panel you get the impresston from
Armny that she just wont with the flow.

t call up to the senior paned in 2015
may finally have awakened something in
Amy torealise that she was a good keeper.

She i now turning into a very good

rwith a lot more still $6 learn,

credtits Ba Piarsaigh for her stand-
ingt

ooy
=1 bove playing for the club and am here
today because of them. 1 really enjoyed
this summer with them,
=W didn't have a lot of luck with two
ACL injuries amd were disappointed not to
dlo better than we did biit it was really nioe
to trinin with them for the campaign
and hopefully we'll do botier next year.”
Ahead of the All-Ireland seml-final
against old rivals Kilkenny Amy isn't,
m'frw Mﬂlu.pt“ u;-a”l;mn-numi'her.
n . 18 o ;
] can’t wait. 1 love the big days. I won't!
¢ and am really ooking forvard to it
feol 1 still have o 1od 1o bearn, Just waich-
ing all the games which were streamed,
aver thie Lst few woeks, 1 foel the game is
mmmit.yu evalve and I'm going fo nﬂml

s

mmwmthhm‘hrﬁ?hmhdmr

cture: INPHOVEryan Keane

Cork on a mission after
last year's semi-final
defeat says Looney

AFTER falling short to Gal-
way by a point in last year's
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
camogie semi-final, Cork ans
mutivated this season.

The squad iz shorn of key
Eln].lnns Aoife Murray and

ria Cotier, but remains on
track witha semi-final against
w at Piilre Ui Chaokmb

Hannah Looney, with her
power and athleticism, is key
at half-back for the Rabels this
geason, They are tralis that
see her shine in ladies® foot-
ball, too.

“Obvicusly, we werse all
very disappeinted losing to
Galway (in the group),” says
Looney. “We did take positives
from it. | think we did show a
mﬂ-ﬂ it of charactér; ma
we were lacking that bit last

Year.

=] wis probably a bit nerv-
ous going into that Galway
gam, because | don’t think we
performed that well apainst
Wexford. I was hoping we
could match therm and 1 think
we did. Galway were flying
and are really experienced.
They're galng to have that
every game. And Rebecca
Henmelly's sidelines are F."JEI:IE
10 be a dagger in anfme 5 oif-
fin, but 1 was really hnpnﬁ%
with how we performed.
showed that we have thai
character, that we have that

drive.” Looney
lt.runaynnluﬁ‘ﬁ:benﬂ‘t-uf

the tve streaming of games,
expoging camogie 10 & wider
audience, 1nc1ud!n& Hen-
nelly‘z strikes from each wing.

“1t's some skill, I think the
 ¥ain thing to take from that is

sopie Ellu g it and that’s
Elutne.“ ney says.

= "hat's something Galway
salvect 50’ far off it and,
manybe ¥hen we need it she'll

- CAMIDGIE
u Daragh O Conchuir

deliver bt as well,”

With nine minutas left
against Clare, Cork still only
held a five-point lead, but they

with a flurry.

“We knew Clare wore going
tnpu‘tlteuptﬂu% They weren't
ponna be easy, B3NS
“Theyve been training really
hard. They've gotten to this
stage of the championship not
from lack of work rate, not
from lack of playing well.

“We were probably a hit
slow starting. Conditions,
maybe, didn’t help; bat I'm
glad we kept in there. Clare
wers putting boads of pressumn
on us getting those scores, but
we kept it going and drove on
in il second half, T think alot
af that has to go to the work
gate of the forwards. They
peally brought that on,” Loo-

ney says.

“The message (hat Amy
O Connor was driving home to
us during the week was: ‘No
complacency’. We weren't
complacent, wo kept with it,
and delighted we ground it out
in il second and drove ii
on a bit, We don't fear what
comes mext. It's a big chal-
Imga,ﬂl:{:g we'll ook hard and
gt it e

And so it is a reprise of the
rivalry with Kilkenny, which
dominated the latter half of
the kast decade. “Kilkenny and
Galway have boen leading the
standards Tor the last fow
:.-'uﬁﬂ;‘hl;:;nwrs:yﬂ- =“The
matin i foeus o) our-
selves; lat the lads deal with
the match-ups and tactics,
we'll the bady right and
thie mind 11 gonna be#
big task. 1 a lot of us are
really hurting from last year,
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Onwards and up

for Aghada ladies

NINE wears on from the birth of the
club, Aghada’s camogle team wrote a
piece of history in recent months. win-
ning the club’s Ilrataﬂ:ul't caunty tithe.
Az they approach their virtual AGM
on December &, members will cer-
tainly be looking forward to
on this indugural success, achis
with a 012 to 1-7 win over Kilhreo/Kil-
mean in the SE Systems Junisr C

i decider.

"It was a close call again in the
final.” commented industrions Aﬁha.-
da elub ch raon Vera Temr Win
were obviously delighted to nv-u:-r
'IIH-HHE, having lost two pre

"I‘In win means that we have now
won county titles at 1714, U186, minor
and junior level since the club was

[‘;AMDGIE

iHml:uhmn

formed, which represonts a great

achigvrement.
Jace 858 e have a grvat Do with
we have a
n‘l‘hulll‘.!.lﬂhﬂtbﬂ.llﬂdﬂ % well as the
hurling and football sector. Our camo-
gie membership now stands at 211,
with the of the ers alsa
playing ladies football. Looking ahesd
tiera 5 certainly o really bright future
in the cluhb, ;m et
Terry, who says more Young
referces are urgently needed in the
game to cape with swelling ppl:li;t“i
numbers, is one of seven prople

walved who were part of the original
committes numbering 19, which came
together in 2011,

“My inspiration came from Shella
Spillana j;; E{Imlltq:tgi-. .Ell'if';ﬂd 50 much
10 promote oo an IS,
that I just wanied to do ng posi-
len prmmleﬂm

I:EE.'I I'-'BB- uﬁyﬁl:gﬂadﬂ‘u recm:t

Tllrl.'rl m:rmbtrs of the victorious
team, Ali Smyth, Abigail Ring and
Kyra Owers are great grandnieces of
thi bﬁﬂ'ﬂdﬂn‘ Christy Ring. It was

ate that 100 veard on from his
m v, his name should again be
linikadd wuh county succéss on the
playing

Between t]urm Alt and Abigail

ints in the final, which
ealy named as Pln:.'r:r af

In another link from the pasi, two
more members of the winning team
Iiul:h ' Farrell and Katle Terry wore

ln#[:he flrat steps on a pathway that
p-a-wiilha pavved with go
rty years ago. their mothers
Breds O'Farrell (Landers) and the
aforementioned Vera Terry (Mother-
way) were celebrating as part of the
Killeagh team that became the first
club from Leeside to win ihe All-Ire-
land senior title. Meantime, sisters
Sarah and Rachael Leahy are also a
suceessial famdly trail, as their grand-
aunt Moroen Duggan scored 3-2 for
Cork in the 1955 All-Ireland final
against Dublin,

sooredl nine
zaw Aolifie
the Match.



Cork's Katrina Mackey gets ahead of Clare’s Alannah Ryan.

Mackey twins are as
determined as ever to
drive Cork back to final

THE Mackey twing are frie
leaders and wonderiul role
mctbels for Cork camoghe.

Mow in their 12th season in
Rebel red, Katring and Pamils
are looking forward o the
challenge Kilkenny will pose
an at Falre Ul Chaoim this Saf-
urday. Along with Gemma
O'Connor and Julia White,
they are the longest-serving
members of the current sguacd
aml are one win avway from re-
turning to the All-Ireland
final.

Hugely committed to the
pame, they can be found in the
gy during the off-sexson as
thiey keep themselves sharp.
Every season they conw hack
reAring 4 go.

i For Katrina: “It's just that

the game is at such a high
st mow that if yvou stop
vau will be left behind.

“You must keep it going all
vear around i you want to be
the best no longer s it aecept-
able to finish the seazon and
iake a few months off and ex-
pect to come back in good
shape, you must be ready
when the season starts and
this is what must be done."”

Baoth girls acknowledpe the
help from John Corr in Fit-
nesswory Gym who is always
superh to them.

Pamela explained: “John is
i huge help and is always on
hand to look after us and we
really appreciate it and all the
facilities in Fitnessworx Gym
we are ahle 1o use, woe wonld
bt lost without them."

The influx of younger
players into the panel has
brought a new buzz to the
camip and Katriona and Pame-
in look back to their early days
when they started on the sen-
bor joirney.

*“When we joined the senior
squad in 2000, Gemma 0'Con-
nor, Acife Murray, Orla
Cotter, Hena Buckley and

'

© Mary Newman

Mary (*Connar to name o fuw
were the established players
andd we looked up to them bt
they treated us mo differently.

“We wanted 1o be as geod as
them =0 we had o challenge
aurselves and up the work-
rate to iry and keep on top of
things, It |s the same now with
the younger girls who have
come in they want to be as
ol a5 the older established
players so it is up o all of ns to
challenpe them and perform
to the highest of oar ability in
training and el high atan-
dards.”

Thoy are big fans af the new
split-season and this véar they
really enjoyed being able to
friin with Douglas and get {0
know a lot of the club’s
YOHINger players.

“It was great {0 go down 10
the club and b part of every-
thing geing on in the cham-

onship build-up, it was good

or ciubs to have their players
available and alse when the
championship was over to be
able to fully commit to inter-

county g0 we really enjoyed it

They have had huge success
=0 far. The holders of flve All-
[reland senior medals, two
All-Ireland Féites, an All-Ire-
land sentor eollepes titke and a
county, they have done it all
Eut thul-.lqtuirum win on Satr-

&y s huge,

“Last year hart =6 much we
were guited to lose to Galway,
We're back in the semi-final
and ihe rivalry I Intense with
Eilkenny,"” said Pamela,

Hatriona savs they have
“hugely killful forwards all
capable of winning a game,
thoey will b up for it especkally
after the last two meetings™,

Douglas’ Pamela Mackey races away from Ballincollig's Denise Cronin.

Cork’s Ashling Thompson cebebrates a score against Kilkenny in 2017.

Linda
Mellerick

TOMORROW: All-Ireland camogie
semi-finals: Cork v Kilkenny,
12, i Galway v Tipperary, 2.15pin;
Piire Ui Chaoimh. Live on RT
We really do have two humdinger
emib-finals in the 2enbor championship in
Palre Ui Chaolmh tomorrow.

Cork and Kilkenny face off in the
curtninratser followed by Galway-Tipper-
ary. The All-Ireland champlons typically
pliy second so that's the reasoning there,
but the Cork versus Kilkenny clagh is
anvthing but a prelude, What a game we
have in store. Thers s so mukch at stake for
both sides. A from the obvious that
there's an All-Ireland final place on the
line 1% argue that Kilkenny have so much
more to lose than Cork.

Cork have been champions four times
over the past six years amd are in rebaidld-
ing mode, though still with a very strong
backbone. Kilkenny on the other hand
lost another All-Ireland title kast Seplem-
ber and you get the feeling that if they
ion't peach the final this vear it's the most
diffienlt of roads back for them, maybe
even impoasible for this particular group,

They have sulfered so much in recent
tired, losing Ave finals in seven vears atd
pEvehalogically that does damage, not fo
mﬂhl the mileage on thelr clocks. Mileage
takes [is toll

r harder when you're

]ni;;ig.

an Dowling, Ann Downey's numbsir
two in 2009, has now @aken over the helm,
assiated by Tommy Sheflin. | wonder
if he'll mse a different tactical a

in the seml Pmosetting ashibe Kllkenny's
previous ouatings tn this campakgn as they
had lHitle competitlon and that will not
have helped Brian,

In the 2007 anad 2018 Minals that Kilkenn
lost to Cork Ann Downey was eritic
inside amd outside her connty for belin
oxtremely defensive. They invited Cor
onte them and lost in low-scoring finals,

Picture: Oisin Kenir

Cark’s Amy 0Connor and Grace Walsh of Kilkenny battle at Croke Park in 2018. Picture: Latsle Gea

G-10 to 05 and 0-14 to0-13,

However, in 2009 they chanped all that
and plaved a more attacking style. And
what happened? They conceded three

5 in Iast year's final to Galway as their

the run-
¥ and

efenice was astinler
ning midfield duo of Miamh Kil
Anifé Donoghue.

Was Ann Downey therefore justified in
how she played those 17 and 18 finals? It
seems 50 What will Brian Dewling do in
Péire Ui Chaoimh? Cork’s short passing
game could play into Kilkenny's hands,
They necd to get the ball in fast and split
them. Kilkenny have weaknosses defens-
fvely. Running at them down the mididle
wis fhe Cat’s weak spot uﬂ:ﬁnr Qgn,

Orla Cronin plays deop from ceptre-far-
ward; will =he be the thorn in theic shde? IF
Brian Dowling hasn't sorted hiz defence
theon Kilkenny will be in troubie. Either he
has or he will play seven or eight
defenders and if thal happens that’s
where Cork need (o start taking their
acores from distance. 108 an area in which
Cork has been poor at 80 far.

That and taking too muchout of the ball
with hand-pazsing. You are inviting
fronble with that style. Gone are the days
when vout wsod 1 Just to get out of trouble,
Cork were regularly dizpossessed lust

year as a hungry, In-vour-face team, will
mmﬂwuﬁdeﬁmmhawmm-
lent. On the fipside, Kilkenny too will
nesd to take thelr scores from outside
Cork's 45, Cork however, crowd the
middle third and that could prevent
Kilkenny getting the space to do 5o,

Amy Lee, In her fiest vear is having a
Ereat season, Laura Treacy is playing a

linder minding the square, Meabh
Cahalane iz a very welcomed addition
hack to the squand, Pam Mackey s g leader
with Laura Hayes also having a good s
eason. Hannah Lwnﬁ’h ngal f
attacking rlij'llr.'ﬁnm il t wing w
Killkenny wWant Lo

EKatie in.mmﬂmy'smrmmmm
battles with Cork. wasz ruled out for the
season after breaking her kneecap in
training six duys before thelr opening
championship game and it goes withou
gaving hor loss k% immense For the Cats.

Tactics will play a huge role in how this
game plays out. IU1 elther be a ¥ery
attacking, exciting game or we'll go batk
o 2017/2018 format which will lead
io low scoring and minimal distance
etween the sides at the and.

If Cork speed up their 3
midfield np they Mgnwm&n
thiEm bo vl
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All-Ireland Sanior Camogie
Championship Eemr-firﬁ

Eurlt v Kilkenny

Tomorrow: Pairc: Ui Chaoimh, 12.30pm
Rederes: Owen Elliot {Antrim)
TV: RTE Two

Eoghan Cormicang

Elaine Avlward is on RTE co-commos.
tary duty for Saturday’s All-Ireland ca-
moglke semi-final botween Galway ani
Tippetary.

But the former Kilkenny captain will
land into the Pdire Ui Chaolmh press
area long before she is due on air in
order to catch the first of the after-
noon’s semi-finals invoelving her native
county and hosis Cork.

Alyward's journey to Pialre Uf
Chaolmh will not ses her drive south
i‘rﬂ-lrnI Hi:kmn}': rr-tl'nm' she'll make the
much shorter spin up from the West
Cork village of Enniskeane.

“I'm inzide enemy lines,” Aviward
quips gur;ml.-. her lunch break at Clon-
akilty’s AIB branch. “My husband,
Colin, Is from Enniskeane. 1 am down
here since 2008, ghe adds, by way of ex-
planation.

Ay¥lward's relocation to 'West Cork
tweo Years after she retired from the
inter-county scene brought her into di-
rect contact with one of the game's
then-rising stars. Enniskeane’s Orla
Cronln has since established herself as
one of camogie's most stylish and intel.
ligent forwards: the 2017 All-Ireland
final’s Player of the Match heads into
this weskend's Mxture as Cork's leading
championship scorer with 0-20 to her
name and is the player who will be top
of the Kilkenny watchlist.

Althougeh she has been in Enniskeans
for four years now, Aylward continues
to play her club camogie with Muollina.
vat |n Kilkenny. The almost five-hour
round trip for a Tuesday or Thursday
evening training is anything bui feas.
ible, and so the 2008 All-Star defender
has been [ailing in with the locals mid-
week since moving down,

She being a half-back and Cronin &
half-forward, surely they’ve picked up
one another ot Enniskeane training?

“Every now and again they ghve me
that challenge,” suys Aylward, her lone
suggesting it I8 not always the most
pleasant of experlences.

*1 think it s because nobody else
wants to mark her at club training that

Tipp camogie

T

Tipperary want an extra plate
setat camogie's top table. The
Premier women have watched
the big three rule for long
enough. No longer do they see
themsalves as inferior,

It is an inescapable blot on
the gams of camogie that the
senior championship has been
a three-horse race since
wexford slipped down the
pecking order in the years
after thelr 2010-12 All-Ireland
thres ina row.

From 2013 onward, no coun-
ty outside of Cork, Ga]wili(.
and Kilkenny has appeared In
the All-Ireland final, Indeed,
the unspoken truth has
that whoever from this thres
avobds the other two ot the All-
reland semi-final stage is a
zafie bet for a final spot. A look
hack at recent semi-final re-
suilis confirms such,

Cver the past seven years,
Wexford (2013-18), Dublin
f2017);, and Tipperary (2018
and " 19) have lost thelr All-fre-
tamd gemi-final games against
the big three by an Aggregaie
total of 50 points, That’s an
average losing margin of just
OvEr seven points, et

Tipperary contest a thir
conseotive All-Irelnnd somil-
f'tnal this afternoon. Reaching

thiey alwavs pick on me bel
sider, Marking Orla certainly
afl Y tees,

“It would be fascinating to put a
playercam on her for an entire game
and just watch her runs and her move-
ment, and then on top of that, her strik-
ing is just so sweet.

"Even the free-taking, to step into
Orla Cotter's shoes this vear hasn'l
biwen o bother 1o her. She has been just
brilliant.”

Cronin hit 11 polsnts five foom play —
as Ennizheans overcame Aghabullogue
to claim Cork intermediate honours in
mid-September. Avlward was on the
sidleline serving as sclecior.

“Enniskeans have been really good to
let me train with them, and ['ve been
miore than happy to give them a hamd as
selector the past couple of vears.

“Moving down to West Cork. von
think you are coming into feotball
country, ut they are huriing mad here,

the ol
BE[E T
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semi-final draw a fortnight

_ y determined to
title haul, warns exile A

amd there are a couple of really driven
peopde in the club.

“Wherever you go in the world, when
youl can talk eanmogic and hurding with
others, you'll make Friends and ac-
quaintances faicly quickly. Tt has boen
o different here in Enniskeane,”

Sl wery muoch a Kikenny woman at
heart, she says the team-mates she left
behind will nod be content to end thelr
reapective infer-county careers with
the solitary All-Ireland medal they
plcked up in 2018, Either side of that
final win over Paudie Murray's Cork,
there have been All-Ireland final de-
feats bn 2004, "15, "18 (all to Cork) and ‘19,
Indecd, some current panellists such as
Collette Dormer, Anne Dalion. and De-
nise Gaule were there alongside
Aylward for the 2008 defeat to

“Mot being content with thekr one All-
Ireland medal, | think that is why so
many of the players are coming back
viear on yvear. It would have been very

AOW gX

recent years, Ryan says they

‘ ‘I think it is
because
nobody else
wants to mark her
at club training
that they always
pick on me ...

other county in a knockout

add to
viward

player killed in the Bloedy Sunday events of 1920 in Croke Park, in Grangemockler, Tipperary.  Plcre: Ebin Noonan/Spartshils

easy (o look around kst vear after being
keaten in your thirgd All-Ireland final ir
a row and say: “That's {8, that's my lot, |
am throwing the towel at this."

“In fabrness, they ate all back ane
dreiving it on again. To the fore have
becen the long-serving plavers, the Hkes
af Dendse Gaule, Anne Dalion, Callotte
Dormer, Claire Phelan, As I sald, fi
wonild have been easy (o sbep away anc
say: *It s mod 1o be'. But they are back
and you hivve o admire thelr resilloncs

“But alzo, they'll realise the smalles
thing eculd have swing some of those
All-Irelamnd flnals. They were so close in
2007 and 2008 It wasn't even a gamar ol
nches, it was a fraction of an inch in
those finals, The games swung on a
meagnificent point from Julia Whites, in
207, and that late, kate Orda Cotter fires
" e bl

“They wore such sma ns, anid
Kilkenny will use that as a roal modi-
wator this weelkend.®

has begun to expect again

the Moneygall clubwoman

Lty Insaarancd All-Ingland senir
camogi sami-iinal

Galway v Tipperary

Today: Piies U Chavimh 2.150m

the last four three yoars rin-
ning is a level of consistency
the county has not achleved
sjnee the tail end of the
noughties, which was a glori-
oug decadn for Tipperary ca-
o

The Premier women wiens 12
adrift of Cork in the 2018 semi-
final and the margin would
have been exactly the samo at
the end of last year's penolti-
mate round-fixtura against
Kilkenny were it nod for twoe
late goals from Orln ' Dwyer
and Karen Kennedy.

Having tried — and fafled —
against two of the big three, ii
geamed only appropriate the

aga should pit them against
the one remalning dominant
force — Galway — they had
nof epcounbered at this stage
in recent years.

Just over a weok before the
country went into leckdown
tast March, Tipperary went o
Ballinasloee and beat the All-
Ireland champions on thelr
home patch to ddvancs te a
first leagoe decider in 11

years.

That the lcague was subse-
guently abandoned was of
gourse disappoeinting for BOL
Mullaney's charges, but the
Premier took immeasurable
amounis af eonfidence from
the 1-8 to 0-10 win. And whibe
they had to wait seven months
for an opportunity to build on
and back up this result, three
champlonship wins from
three outings has them again
within one hour of a first All-
[reland final appenranes slnce
) T8

Tlpp full-back Mary Ryan, a
veternn of 16 seasens, wis 17
vears old when Introducod ns
a second-hall sub during the
o0 Ml defont to Cork,

Where Tipperary iravelled
in hope of o fyvourable resukt
on weekonds such as this in

Indeed; when asked if Tip-
perary view themselves as
being In the same bracket as
the big three, Ryan's reply
hightlghts the changed mind-
sol in camp. "1 think it is time
wa ser purselves thore now.
We have héand the éhats, we
know there'd be o guestion
meark over us and our consist-
ency over the vears, It 1S some-
thing we probaltds hacd to guoes-
tlon ouraelves, Gatting to the
semi-final the last three years,
we are starting fo prove onr
strength.

“Going back a year or two
miey be, we might have said,
‘right, we have reachod a
semi-final, we want {o per-
firm. wia heope W perborm’. At
this stage now, we expect to
perform, we expoct more of
oursaives and we oxpect o
siElves. (o compeele,

“1t has probably taken ex-
erience of & semi-final, aned
opefitlly that stands to us

come Lthe weekend, thil we ox-
aeet that performanee and
ring 11."

Given ont has 10 go back e
the 2612 All-Ireland final for
the fast time Cork, Kilkenny
or Galway wera beaten by an-

championship fixture, the
Boston Scientific engincer
knows Tipperary won'i be
consid ai the level of ihe
big three untill they dump out
one of the game’'s standard-
bearers, “Wa Enow that when
yvou break into that top four,
the challenge iz bigger. It is
thee semi-fNinal stages, nothing
is podng o be casy.

"At this stage, we expect
otrselves (o be making a final.
It is what we are pushing for.
We are getting closer. We'd
like to prove ourselves by
beating one of those top thres,
whether that’sdond st a cham-
ponship group stape or semi-
final shoukint matber,

“T know e will say our
win over Galway was the
league, Bt whatever stage it
was al, wo went up and boeat
the All-Treland champlons,
What we could take from it
wollld be confidence and for
our own mental game, that we
should have nothing to fear
when we meet them, ril-
lesz of when we played them,
that we know they ane a team
we have beaten and wo've po-
tentinl to do the same ngealin.

Joining the panel in 2005 as
a 16-year-tld corner-forward,

was coming inte agroup that
had won fite of the 81X pre-
vious All-Irelands. Bui as it
transpired, Ryan had just
missmd ol on Tipperary's
polden years,

Final defeals were cn-
counterad in 2005 and “0E,
semi-final los=¢s endured in
2007 and 08, There followed
ning years of cary champlon-
ship exits. “We have gone
through a complete Ml circle
in that we spent a lot of time
ivray from the top six.

“When [ came in fest, thore
wis & really sivong panel and
ma=sive sucoess, and massive
aupport too, Camogie in Tipp
wiag &l the highest level and
highest callbre It could have
b at. [ do feel it i leading
hack thor.

*Looking back, we hmd such
i strong panel the years
tlven, yout logs plavers, you ged
players, but we lost a settiod
gef-up: ‘The last three years
poiting to the semi-Minals, we
have a gpood core set-up and a
oo strong panel agin,

N To reach an All-Ireland
final) would bo huge, 1 is
where we want 16 be and it is
where we gre starting 10 ox-
pect aursalvon (o be"



Valley Rovers, the South East U11 A camogie winness.

Carrigdhoun work hard
to make sure underage

games are played

IMN the sonth-east division
of camogie, Carvigdhoun,
nine clubs make up o
hugely active camogie com-
munity: Ballinhassig, Bal-
lygarvan, Carrigaline,
Courcey Rovers, Cross-
haven, Kinsale, Sliabh Bua,
Tracton, and Yalley Rovers.
March is normally a busy
month in the division as
thes hald a hogely succoess.
ful indoor bliiz for UTs (o
Uiz in Riverstick, but
Covid restrictions put pafd
tos that as sport groand o
an abrapt halt.
With everything on hold, it
Wil .IuIE ore business
resumed and the U11, UL,
and U15 Carripdhoun
JLeapues goi underway.
Piiches wore at a premium,
clubs found it difficult, but,
working together they got
the job done.
The Uil league got under-
way and in the 111 A final,
Valley Rovers and Tracton
wend head to head,
From the start, the girls on
both sides showed great
skill and detormination
and Valley Eovers came
nway a8 winners alfter and
excellent contest.
Slinbh Rua and Ballyvgar-
van contested the U1l B
final where thers wins great
teamwork and skill shown
by boih sides as Slinbh Rua
came awny with the fitle.
Inthe U1 Bl final, Conrcey
Rovers took on Crosshaven
on A glorious day for camo-
gie and, battling hard.
Courceys held off the chal-
lenge of Crosshaven to run
out winners.
The U112 competitions are
normally run by the county
board, but this year each
division ran their own
league within their divi-
sion and this worked out
very wiell.
Each club had four games
in a league format. This
year there was ndilference
where you pot two for o
scord over the bar and this
did cause confusion for
players, copchos, nnd
plavers alike, amnd it's some-
ihing thai needs o be
Jooked at again,
Carrigdboun got all their
U712 finals played and in
each there was goeal skill,
teamwork, and commii-
e,
jSliabkh Rus and Valley
Rovers made it to the final
of the U112 A and it prom-
‘isedd to be a thriller with
both teams having won all
their gnmes to get to the

___CAMOGIE |

© Mary Newman

final. Sliabh Rua were

uick to seittle and t

reed the pace form {
start as they kept the press-
ureon Valleys for the entire
game: not letting Valleys
get into the game,
Desplie sirong pressurs
Eliabh Rua held firm and
came away with the win.
In the U12 Al final Ballin-
hassig and Carrigaline
served up an exciting game
From the throw-in amﬁl
was eni-to-end action with
two hard-working teams
giving it their all. As scores
came fast and frious and
with two poinis being
allowed for a point players
mentors and supporiers
had to wait for the final
tally before Carrigaline
were declared winners of a
very excl contest,
The U12 B final was hosted
by Tracton who took on
Courcey Rovers and they
sot about thelr business
early as they took the lead
r':_r:m the start. o .

ureeys never el up an

rallied in the second half,
but having laid the foan-
dations for victory in the
opening half, Tracton held
on until the final whistle.
Crosshaven hended (o Bal-
Iygarvan to meot the home
side in the U12 Bl decider
and here the Ballvgarvan
girls had too much strength
for a Crosshaven side that
showed great commitment
throughout the game.
For the U13 leagues the
teams in the division were
divided into two groups,
but despite the huge efforts
put in by all the clubs who
were participating in coun-
'tl? board competitions too.

he ].Eﬂ‘mt'- was not finished
due to the recent Covid
lockdown, but opes are
high that this can be com-
pleted as soon as restrie-
tions are Hfted.
In the U15 league, clubs
were finding it hard to play
gnmes due (o county com-
mitments, sothe league has
skl o bee finlshed.
Courcey Rovers broughi
the senior county thtle to
the division as i took
their first senfor title de-
feating Inniscarea.
A hared but enjoyable year
for a division, who are al-
wiays (o the fore in Cork ca-
mogie,
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Cork’s Lauren Homan and Niamh 0'Dea of Clare,

Cork gi
fear Kil

IT was wing all round for Cavan GAA last
weekend as thelr junkor team gualified for
the All-Treland junior camoghe champion-
EIJ.LP_&ﬂ'ﬂH.I after beating Roscommon 2-16
ol

They face Armagh who beat Tyrone,
2-10 to 3-4. The All-lreland intermediate
final pairing will be Antrim and Dowrn.

I'm sure those counties will be thrilled
to win an All-Ireland title, but it"s a bit of a
gham in my view when five intermetiate
teams and five junior teams from arcund
the country were prevented from partak-
ing based on last-minute restrictions in-
troduced by the asseciation that elimin-
Et:ﬂ second adult teams from competi-

ns=.
It makes a mockery of winning those
titles now. Galway, Cork, Dublin, Kilken-
iy, and Tipﬂlrunw all felded second
teams in the rmvtinte champlonship
while CiTaly, Wexford, Waterford, Limear-
ick and Clare featured in the prember jun-
ior competition.

12 senior semi-finals will be Live on

RTE 2 today. 'don't think Cork will fear
Kilkenny at all; I think they'll enjoy the
challenge and as cred Last night, it'll

iam
etther be a cracking all attacking gane or Y00 know they've 5_5 . o

a erowwied Mght with low scoring and little
separating the teams,

[Lat's lhope it's the formaer. 5

Former Kithenny camogie player Adne
Fahy says tlse Cals have one of the sirod-
gest panels they*ve had in a long time,

That will be tested. Especially withiit
Katie Power, who broke her kneccap In
Cetober, | was surprised by that state-
ment,

Adne says the management team can™t
walt for this game. “This is going 1o be'a
huge tusk for them, Brian (Dowling) 15
golng to relish this, he really wants this
more than anything, he wants to get theso
ghrls back toan All-Ireland final.

“1 think he'll have the Frl:rgrhnm and
ready for the semi-final, and the older

il
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girls, the likes of Anne Dalton, Denise
Gaulbe, and Collette Dormer, they will be
ready and they will pull on the younger
gitls as well, and there's a really sirong
panel, Ef,:bﬂhl"" one of the strongest pa-

neks we've seen in a long time.™

Power has had a really tough vear. Ii
was while running in a strajght line at
training that she broke her kneecap and
she was only back after having three
linger o ns where one of her fingers
has heen fused amd is now immobile.

Fahy reflected on the Cork and Kilken-
fiy camogie rivalry. They have met in four
All-Traland finals since 2014, with Kilken-
ny victorions in just one, in 2016,

Fahy belisves this may add an edge to
the game and make it one of the best
o5 of the year,

thereabouts in league finals and things
like that as well, Theee |5 that bitof rivaley
on the field, but off it I f=el Hke a ot of
them are very close, thev'd be all guite
friendly with each other. but you Enow
when you step over those white lines on
thie day of the pume, it's & completely dif-
ferent ketile of figh,

“Thiz is going to be new territory for
Kilkenny golng down to play in Phafre Ui
Chaoimh, which [ must ay looks in great
condifion as well "

That's thie difforence today, sn't it, with
a large majority of school leavers heading
to college and making great friends with
plavers from other counties, particularly
while playing in the Ashbourne cup amd

shiclds. Back in the 19805 and early 90s
those golng to college were far fewer, so
that rivalry ext bevond tha pitch for
many. They could never see themselves
friends with the opposition.

Of course, when you get older you real-
ise how sy that 1s, but at the time they
were arch enemies and that was it

Dowling, in his first year in charge of
Kilkenny, after being Ann Downey s
number tw in 2019, would love o beat
Cork in the Pifre. He'll know that the
E_’ames he's played which saw them lop

eir group will count for nothing.

The former Kilkenny hurler's demand
fioea high work-rate without possession as
a non-negotiable on the feld nl'&l:}'lrumﬂd
phrahigﬁnlﬂ:uﬂi overdo hand

passing style,

"Itﬁrﬂ{mmﬁnﬂiﬂ":drﬂmkﬁt-ﬂﬁ&
your players getting turnovers, geting
hooks, petting blocks. We really drilled it
inte them all vear, looking at the statistics
after the EE, whuj‘:nmukmguuesmm.
niod just pecple who are scoring

“It's who's getting in the hooks and the
blocks, who's getting the turnovers that's
leauiing to the scores and that's a 1;1;5
thing for Gs," the Kilkenny manager said.

Aishling Maoloney 1s back for Tipperary
aualnﬂﬂ;hn f.l!-lﬂ:lanﬂ champlong Gal-
way (2. 15pm).

She i siieh # top-class plaver hut has
only 20 minutes of ch ship action
behind her after being sent off in Tipp's

victory over F
m‘-‘r‘mhua mhtrﬂfcut hatile that will bewith
Maoloney and possibly Ereena Fryday
paired ngainst Niamh Kilkenny and Aolfe
Donoghate, the instigators of Galway =
three goals Last September to take just
their third All Ireland senior titke.

Tipperary have a strong side, they e
con ¢n: and balleve they Il take this
semi-Minal over 3

With the yveir that's mmr
things have happened.
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ATPARCWN CHADIMH =
DALS from Anne Dalton

and Miriam Walsh
doughiy d:fenujm'é?l;iﬂa
enabled Kilkenny to
recover from a six-point
e deficit to record a 2-10 10
win over rivals Cork and seal a
Place in the Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland Senior Camogi

leading by six, Gemma O
drilling a goal after Katrina Macke
soloed through the middle and f
the 5t Finbarr’s star.,

; In the opening quarter, the Rebe-
ettes patiently worked it out of
defence, drew plavers and capital-
ised on the movement of céntre-
forward Orla Cronin to draw
Mﬂlﬂlﬂn Farrell put to the flanks.

Kilkenny needed something. And
me{ appeared to be galvanised by
a fen: of dogged defending by
Michelle Teshan, w isposgessed
Laura Collins and was fouled com-

& out with ball. Soon after, Mary
O'Connell launched a stunnin

1.1:1: f}';.il;w“:é!l: ﬂ“l':hhe left am
()] up with an equal
impra::ivﬁjsmm.p o

Mackey hit back after again being
found all on her own inside the
oppesitien 45 but Kilkenny shot
four of the next five points, Denise
Gaule converting three frees,

Connell added 5 second a5 tha
constant rotation of the Kilkenny
altack appeared to cause confusion
in the Cork defence. What's more,
their ability to gain a greater share
of possession prevented the Leesi-
ders from finding the spaces as
much, and the decision to sist
with Farrell and Davina in fol-
lowing Cronin and Amy O'Connor
everywhere, eventually paid of .

They were really motoring though
when Dalton grabbed Gaule's
long-distance free and rifled to the
far corner of the net in the 28th
minute tgdtakt the lead. 'El':l.'.';elmms
exchanged two points ap and it
wias 1-8 to 1-7 at half-tine,

It got even better for the
Noreside
after the resumption
when Miriam Walsh
timed her run perfectly
:’lru;n Ig:}'::lp onto an

oife & pAss, car-
ried, took the hit from
Pamela Mackey and
drove to the nert.

Cork hit & pointed free
but Gaule followed suit in the
43rd minute to put four between
the sides. Cronin wasted a couple
of good chances from frees before
Katrina Mackey pointed. But that
was & spurned goal opportunity as
the Douglas speedster was facing
the posts when gathering posses-
gion just outside the semi-circle,

rg three minutes 7

Kitkenny's sharp-
shooter Denise
Gaule racked up
seven points to play
o massive role in
Fver DESM"S Wi

Amy 0°Connor: Cork will look te
har to load way against Kilkenny,

[Qﬁu 2028

Kilkenny and

Galway set up
epic rematch

with only Collette Dormer between  attacking intent that they couldn't the custo colossal full-back 1
her and’rgnatk-gtpﬁ Aoife Norris  replicate yesterday. wmﬁummnﬁ?lht champions. Wp&?ﬂnmm mm
with Gemma 0'Cannor to her right, e weather conditions were far  Niamh Hanniffy had a point in ine Slattery made a point-blank
It was a two-on-one but Mackey  more difficult of course but signifi-  the second minute for the champi- save from Ejjjsh O'Reilly just
chose o tap over. cant credit must go to Tipp, and  ons but Tipp were the better team ~ before the break wihen it was 1-6 o
Ashling Thompson and while it might be scant inthe quarter and points  0-5. Points from McGrath, Dolan
rion, the latter witha  consolation at this early stage, the from Roizin Howard and the first :ﬁjmd]'-tuﬁmﬂugﬂnem'b]ishm

antaslic score, reduced  impression that the Premier have  of six from Céit Devane gave them  a seven-point lead.

the margin to the mini- improved considerably this year the lead Fryday Mashed a shot over aftera

mum but Cork couldn't
draw level as the
EKilkenny defence per-
formed heroics and Acifo
Doyle attracted a late foul
for Gaule to bring her tally
to seven a3 they edged home.

Meanwhile, a 15th-minute goal by

of 5

even though they

was confirmed with a performance

Mbbﬂmusunddult]:rmhuﬂm,
Bill Mullaney's outfit matched the
renowned workrate of Galway,

L wene without the
injured Nicole Walsh, Aisling
Moloney, Ereena Fredya, and Orla
O'Dwyer, who is in Ausiralia

Fini

That goal arrived just before the
first vater break i
nation of Adlish (FReilly-and Orlaith
MeGrath setting up the half-for-
ward, who rode & challenge before
izhing from close

Tipp did have a
responding in kind in the 2th

tremendous surge from Niamh
Treacy and Devane slotted a free
but Galway defended stoutly,
Galway were able to bring on
mﬂ‘;fﬁal mﬂdﬁﬂﬂj r{:: bench
and Slattery sa penalt
after sub Siobhin Ml’:éralh wug
fouled, and the Sarsfield sharp-

though, a combi

polden ch.a.m:' eof

Carrie Dolan gave Galway breath- p for the AFLW season. minute, when Sarah Fryday found — shooter also slatted the resultant 4
ing space as they beat Tippera m,ﬁ werealvaysin - Howard with a drilled pass but  after having a shot dnﬂug[e\g
I-11 1o O-8 to S&t up a clash wi control once Dolan netted, and Sarah Healy made the around the past, When McGrath
Eii‘laklenw-ammutuf last year's mﬂ-eirmmms-alm p&ce_inall.;_u;h memll; ilkenn a'nd ﬁbcit‘.ﬂ. opted to take a point from another
3 a Er SCOring ¢ t ennelly pointed after that for nalty, it was indicative of the
Cathal Murray's crew prevailed ||!1'Wﬂiigﬂll-1£tﬂheﬂh¢rﬂﬂ of the Galway, with Devane slotting a pair Mﬁalwuyhmdmd they ran
on that ocCasion with a display of  pitch, skipper Sarah Dervan served  of frees, the second of which should out deserving winners.
- Ehough Kelly Mallon's thisstmust  magk by work gven harded i react).  Hannity and Agiln Donchise ans.
~pul gdra- - aleo bo confained. Kiepinga hol. Eis poant with & quanor-fnal win in sensational form and 7
= i ] ﬁnﬁquﬁwﬁﬁm Katr mmmmyn | park
a8 na g b vy :
TGA AlHredand Ladios . Admitledy tha ancl theis delance has besn in| TIPRseary aro back in the e
Football Senkor haven't been shooting e cradhibly ight but they tacoa Kil-  Tinal siages for the third suc-
sk o in thils campasgn - bt Mk Eenmy sido alming far a filth con- caashea yoar and despormba o
v Dublin, Bohanwill e expacing his Al-brolanyd Enl Appedr- push an arsd maka o final. Thy
Kingspan Bredfnl Park, 3 ramg things up for loday. Theve  ance, Like Gark, helr dofence has 8ne no doubt & stronger ot
4. 30pm, | i5 just tpo much fadent inih rarks.  been bt Cork ropes- his ya, A thidr nésulis 1o
Mayo) Live TG4, foo much sxperience inthe kkes of  sent o step up In class. But Brian  chate hanve Backed up Bat clam
Mmon Mackin s Sinead Ahorne; Hoolle Hoaly, 5 Dowiing's chasges will ba ranng ta ailler & supech laagus campaign
B reand Goldvich and Masmh MeEvay P&Wimmpﬂmﬂm il s=arw tham roach i firsl
boariul foatball o b caught wven by @0 Arnagh orim that theey hareg sharwsd in i Basdara tha pandemic hit
right now. Scodig - Sxde brimming with condidence, CamgEgn thivy will provido & bial .
2.7 against Mayo  Verdiek: Dubin 1est In the Cork backing. Céil Devang locked in suprama
b gty for this Vardict: Kilkanny form on tha way io this sem-
qame, tha Alliraland Liberty Inswranco All-knoland firend ined Clare rariain the oplly
plors’ dedanshen Senlor Camopgie semi-finals, Galway v Tipperary, Phlna L bauim o s @ ol agaeng]
game wwﬁmm Emm?wﬂh{gléhh Elhl?iml-! o (R Kidly, KBl [heim Thl cocira 6 o ks
SEOpEg 2, K i - herey, Ehouigh, should P
l!"l'lﬂl]'IJ'll'II’I'I'E;wIIII It has boon & stocossiul campaign - champions. it
Alter firealing as nannaee-up in for & Gakwary s who Sinishad o5 Verdict: Gabway

Groug 1 Thad loaiuned reigning
champians Gadway, Gork wora

of thair group 0 securn 8ir
passage into the semb-final

Words: John Fogarty



Cork's Amy 0'Connor after the defeat to Kilkenmy.

= Mary Newman
Kilkenny 2-10
Cork 1-11

CORK will wonder how they let this
Liberiy Insurance All Ireland senlor
semi-final slip from their grasp in
Piire Ui Chaoimh on Saturday. as last
year's defeated fimalists Kilkenny
made it to the Christmas decider.

A whirlwind start saw Cork lead 1-3
to no score inside eight minates of the
throw-in as they took the game e the
Cats in what developoed into a superh
coniest. Piling on the after a
Chloe Sigerson long-range free on 58
soconds gave Cork the lead they took
controf carly.

Sigerson and Orla Cronin were on
target with peints before Gemma
O"Connor, lining out in her first cham-
pienship game of the season afler re-
covering ahead of schedule from a
punciured hung, cattled the net with a
pile-driver after Katriona Mackey had
split the Kil y defence with a biis-
tering solo run re offloading to
FConnar.

Kilkenny eventually opencd fheir
aceount on 11 minutes with Mary
O'Connell and then Avn Dalton poimt-
ing. Mackey clipped over a great point
as Cork regained control and at the
first water break they led 1-4 to 0-3,
O'Connell second point keeping (hem
in toach.

sSettling on the resumption, Kilken-
ny began to win firees and with Denise
Caantle unerring they began ehipped

minutes, Orla n tapplng over n
free, but Cork were struggling with
Kilkenny's intensity around the
mbdidle third al that stage.

Kilkenny hit the front with a wlﬁrb
Ann Dalton goal as she grabbed
Gaules long-range froe turned and
fired to the net,

What a boost It was to the visitors,
with three minuetes 10 go to the break
thay were now a polnt abead.

Aszhling Thompson levelled but
again Kilkenny respondesd, Gaule with
fwo points in between a neat Sigerson
efTort; Kilkenny were 1-8 to 1-7 up ot

Wo had an explosive start to the sec-
ond hall &8 Cronin equalised before

Pocture: Eddie (Hare

Linda Colfins is

HKatrina Mackey has her shot blothed down by Kilkenny's Collette Dormer.

Miriam Walsh hit the peal that ulil-
mataly proved to be the difference be-
tween the great rivals. Kilkenny won
possession after Cronin®s score and
affer working the sliotar to Walsh she
gave Amy Loe no chance,

Gattle pointed again an 40 minutes
but remarkably that was Kilkenny's
Cork bogan 10 gat g on possesion

geia 0N pos

without turning it into scores, Tt didn't
help that thoy lost Pamela Mackey
wilth an injury. At the water break, Ka-
iriona Mackey split the posts on the
run and when the impressive Ashling
Thompson scored after 50 minntes,
Cork looked the likely victors,

They were hugely wastelul from
here on, as thoy hit four wides in a row
before the outstanding Sigerson hit

her fourth score with four minutes of
normal time remaining.

Just one down, Cork needed to be
composed and clinical. Instead, they
sguandered some great chances, in-
cluding a conple of sidelines, betrayed
the great work the defence was doeing
at hobding the Cats at bay.

Unfortunately, pahic toset in
as the clock 1L¢Eed i 0 minutes
when Cork enly nested a point fo at
least foroe extra time.

With four minutes added time an-
nounced Gaule broke Kilkenny's duck
and edged] them two poknts ahiead.

That Iefi Cork chasing & goal but
from the puck-ont, the Rebels couldn't
enginecr a worthwhile chance, Kilken-
I'I{xlmd firm at the back and when the
whistle sounded, they were aller so-

tackled by Kilkenny's Michelle Teehan at Pairc Ui Chaoimb.

Picture: Eddie 0"Hare

Wasteful Cork
pay the price

Pactiee: Eddie O'Hare

turinﬁ‘a berth in the All-Ireland pext
ek

Remarkably, one score from play in
the seoond hall was enough to see Kil-
kenny throngh.

Seoreds for K 2 D Gabe 0-7 046 1), A Dadton
1-1, bl Wk mww

Cork: T Q=4 401 1y, O Coronins -3 1, O
OrEannod 1-0, A Thampson, & Mackory 0-2 gach.

h.Gm.ﬂmﬂg' abbe
Swbe: W O'Callaghan o P Mk H
Haaly tor Coling (AJ); J Whia for =4,
Redprodr: O ETDl JAniney)

‘Wehadno,
felgr_of_ '
Piaying in
thel%%rd

MATCH REACTION

B Mary Newman

E‘fhfw ﬂil:e-ﬂny boss Brian
wling after departing Pdlre
i Chacimh with a place in the
All-Treland camogle final se-
cured.

“We are really delighted to
have come here today and get
& win and ped over the line and
be i another Gnal We came
dowrn today galetly copfident;
oir alin all vear has bien to
gt to the final 5o were just re-
lieved to ot over the line.™

Drowling =aid he was con-
cerned after 10 minutes as
Cork made = blistering siart:

“1t wasn't looking too good
for us after ten minutes and 1
suppose if you were a betting
man vou would have sabd they
ware piing to give us a teim-
ming. Cork were flying and we

were under hage bt
to be falr the girls, they dug
deep and never gave up.

“We told them o stay going
and o remain focused no
matier what and fo not i
up, we told them we woukdn't
be shouting on the line we said
Just need 1o Eeep focused and
keep at it. Thoy have oxperi-{
enced the hurt in previous
vears 50 to pot over the Lin
ioday and make it to the foal
was a huge desira.”

He =aid coming to the Piire
wasn't an issme. ¥ i

“We werent too worried to
be travelling to play in Cork, |
in fact, we played twice al
home and were very fal 3o
really there was no added

ressure on 8 to be playing
rk on lome furf.”

Diowling paid tribate to Ann
Dalton, who grabbed an im-
portant first-half goal,

"W&wera 5r1.11i:uil.1‘.lds .kn the
opening guarter and Ann’s

Was ':':"J.tl'la.ﬁ it god us right
into the game, w setiied
down and weat in at halftimea
.
I acr Henrs
shq}minniisu came in for
praise

A fow weaks ago we got
Henry Shefiin in 1w doa bit of
froo-taking work with Denise
Gaube and it certainly pabd off
becanse she was tremendons
todary converting six viial

Dalten has soldiered for
many years in the Black and
Amber and has suffered her
fair share of disappointments
at the hands of Cari,

“We're relbeved 1o pal over
the line, they got a great start
and we never paniceed ™

The desire ta win the titie is
huge. 1t's been 2008 sinoe Kil-
kenny were champions and
Dralion is Ieoking forward to
another tilt at glory.

“Foair yvears sinog we won it
and it woukd be greal to jgot
over the line, it's been a
strapge vear and we are just
5o glad to still be ng Our,
intermediate team along with
& few other colinties could not,
participate in their champion-
ship and vou have to feel so
sorry for these players.

“Hopefully we will do :I:z}
all fustice now as well
bring a title home to Kilken-
ny.



| l-y

Amy Lee: Couldn't be blamed
for two well-taken goals by
Kilkenny. Puck-outs were lost
on occasion but were sirong
ﬂfl’":j‘ aa. "'-'Iflw aﬁr!ém the

ndl. A good gume and season
ovierall 7 =
Libby Coppinger: Came
under pressure at times. But
also won good ball, particu-
larly in the final quarter.
Cork’s full-back line should
have done better for Miram
Walsh's goal. 6
Laura Treacy: Outstanding,
Brilliant in the flrst quarter as
Cork started brightly. Pre-
vented a positive nny at-
tack and cleared for Gemma
LrConnor’s goal. Possibly
could have done been strongor
in preventing Miriam Walsh's
maal, B
Mieabh Cahalare: Did Litthe
wrong despite being pulled
:El:t:und by Mary O'Connell.

t caught with a pass comin
out of defence when mavhe E
the best option was to drive it
up the pitch, but overalla
competent game, 7
Hannah Looney: Tried ex-
iremely hard. Kilkenny nualli-
fled her attacking rums up the
wingand the middle third was
busy which prevented space.
Those attacks were missed. 7
Pamela Mackey: Had & tough
iask marking Ann Dalton. A
steady performance unkila
;shoulder injury ruled her off
in the dird minote. &

Laura Hayes: Did well in her
first full season as Cork’s left
yhalf-back. Was confident on
the ball. 6
Chloe Sigerson: Finished
with four polnts and w5s ac-
tively involved in a Jot of good
that Cork did. Possibly shoukd
have kept the ball in play for
her last side-line attempt from
a tight angle. 7
Ashling Thompson: Had a
quiet first half, but cams thun-
dering into the game in the
weeond. Won good ball and
seored two points, &
Amy O Connor: A guist day
at the office for the Cork cap-
tain. Clearly a marked player
after some dashing pertorm-
ances this season. 5
Orla Cronin: Won tremen-
dous hall and scored three
points. Uncharacteristically
missed a eouple of frees, ong
you'd have bet your houseon
e ey Did well
Eant ackey: il
Found space and laid off good
seores including Cork's goal
as well as hitting two peints
herself, T
Linda Collins: Found the
going tough and her first
touch left her down ona
couple of oceastons. Her style
is one-handed pick-ups low to
the ground. Two hands at
times would be the better op-
tion. 5
Gemma 0'Connor: A late ael-
dithon after being out for the
past fow woeks with a punc-
tured lung. Placed in at full
forward. Scored & good goal 1o
give Cork a strong load, but
was quiet by her standards
ayprall in @ new position. 5
pSavirse MeCarthy: A young-
ater still developing. Hita few
balls short and wide. Hard (o
aijust to the tenackty and ban-
'ai-:m of &n M!Erﬁd sr:;'m-
Final st Bl .
Mﬁmh O'Callaghan 8,
qu-h Winite and Cliona Healy,

+ apough to be rated.
O By Linda Mellerick

Rebels didn't get

the key breaks

Linda
Mellerick

S!?{:FT can ke so0 wonderful and so
criel.

Apart from refores Owen Elliod rain-
ing the second halfl of thiz game with
freos, wo were insated toa tre
battle beitween Cork and Kilkenny
whose rivaley was to the fore once
again. Toughness, fitness, skill, and
tremendowus scores wen: there for all to
sPE,

It was o gamee which Cork dominated
early on, Kilkenny took over, then it
wias Cork again, but the scores just
wouldn't come for the home side in
that last quarter.

Cork won so much ball for 20 min-
utes. Ashling Thompson came powers
ing in. Orla Cronin was winning a huge
amount, but Cork couldn’t match it on
the scoreboard. Kilkenny dida’t score
for 21 minutes in that second half.

Narves came into it a litile bit in the
final quearter as players tired and mis-,
takes were made, buat there's no mis-
taking that this was a great game be-
tween two top sides, nnately for
Cork that will be of little consolation
as, for the second vear ina row, they
fell short at the semi-final stage.

1 had sakd during the week that Cork
needed to play direct and pick off
seares from to win this game
and they did that, To be fair they did
nothing wrong on Saturday. They
were beaten by the better team on the

ay

Baoth skdes will roe misses, but that's
what championship ks all about, When
%0 lifile separates sides, you need to
{ake every chanca,

[ think that not stopping the clock
for water breaks in camogie is wrong,
Mo sour grapes here, but to m-% the

for two minutes in each half and
for that time not to be added on isn't
right.

'EFamaln Mackey was down for a few
minutes with a shoulder injury that
saw her taken off. Clare Phelan alse
wont down, yet just four minutes was
added on at the end.

Mo matter how much attention you

=

FJIFI*P & 2

give Ann Dalten she does damage.
What a brilliant goal in that opening
half 1o take the lead for the first Hme,
What an incredible catch under press-
ure and & great strike from o tight
anghe.

Cork startod so brilliantly. They
raced lnto o 1-3 to no score lead after
just eight minutes. Gone was the slow
play out of defence, Their movement,
interplay, and scores wers excellent.

Chilee Sigerson hit the first twa [ol-
lowed by an Orla Cronin free, laying
the foundations, before a brilliantly
worked goal which started out with
Lavara Treacy at full-back, and Eatrina
Mackey officading to Gemma O°Con-
nor saw her struck bowr (o the net past
Anife Norris.

Trnc;l‘;w&s playing a stormer at full-
back. She won every ball on Katie
Maolan in & wonderful attacking style.
Both sides went with a maving, split-

Saoirse H-l;':-ll.‘ﬂ'l'!'ﬂlﬂth-i by Killkenmy's Niamh Deely at Paizc I Chao

Pictue: Eddie O'Hare

ting forward line; Kilkenny often
working the 1-1-3 format or the 3-2-i.

Cork likewise pulled thedr half-for-
ward line deep as they typically do.
Gamma hoveresd aronnd the squace,

Kilkenny were giving Katrina
Mackey too mnch space s lhey tried to
counteract Cork's overlapping play
and she wias nstrumental in scores In
thiat o ng guarter.

Elikenny never panicked. By the
water hreak, on 16 mlmates, they were
four peints down and possibly should
have been level but for some r
wides. On one cccasion Denlse Gaule
was running throwgh and ghould have

ven the pass for a goal chance bl

jdn’t and 1 wondered if the killer In-
gtinet was pone from the Cats.

Mary O'Connell, a relatively un-
known player, scored two fine points
to seitle Kilkenny while at the other
end Michelle Techan I thooght was

Picture: Eddie 0Hane

playing a pivetal role in preventing
Cork capitalising further. Both wore
taken off later in the game, but they
had done their job. Gaule plaved & top
& oneh mote and was up theee for
layer af the hMatch.

Cork missed a chance to go Inlevel
at the break, but one point down and
coming ol with a slight wind at thelr
backs wisn'l a bad scenario, Wisal was
# concern was how Kilkenny had
fought their way back to go one up.
Level aftor two minates of the restart,
another excellent BEilkenny goal by Al
riamm Walksh and now we wers worried.

Fut Cork fought back. The scoras
wouldn't come. 1 think I'd have
brovnght on Cliona Healy and Julla
White seoner, bat 1t"s easy to it in the

and say that.

Kilkenny march on to this unique of
All-Treland finals on December 12,
Cork are left to reflect,

Cork's Julia White and Cliona Healy after the defeat to Kilkenny on Saturday. i}
Picture: Edde 0Har



Cork's second-hall wastelul-
meas. Lirmiied their opponents o
Gfee 8008 between the 33rd and
1R mEnute, .tru'l'ﬁ'arﬂumlﬂ-ﬁﬂlbn
capialss 0N a SLCCassion
chances at tha City End 1o eilhor
a:’km'alwumadnl Kilkeriny.

wasled e scoring cppor-
tunithas [n the third quartor, whaa
sustained, late prassure afer
niafrowing the gap fo Eha mind-
mum was not refllected on the
scomaboard.

CAN'T IGNORE

Kilkenny, despilo only ong soc.
ond-half soons from play and
going seorsbass for 21 minutes
ol the second period, managed
b Corme out on Lop,

GOOD DAY

A st Kilkanmy viclony over Cork
in the championship since ihe
2016 All-Ireland finml,

Cork are going to harbour deap
regrais over this resull through-
out the winter, Paudia Murray’s
charges know this was an op-
partunity lost. Bar the second
guarter, Cork wees on 10p in this
cantasd.

g TFeNT

= L]

I

Threo early wides did not dent
Danise Gaule's confidencs

and her contribution of 0-T (six
frges) was coucial 1o the Kilienany
Wi,

passing approach
had Kiltkenrry in all sorts of bolhes
in the early $tages. But oo oo
many oLcasions Cork's intricale
pasaang game broke down in
thr oppoesitlon hatl, Thena ware
alio o cowpla of oocisions
whare Cork ware guilly of owar-
plh_mdlng possession in the middie
third,

= Ly

___PHYSIO ROOM
injisry Toreod Cork canlee-back
Pamela Mackay ofl haading ints
ihe fingl quarier. “Pamala & an
outstanding player so any team
would miss her,” sald Paudig
Rlirray nﬁwward&mndﬂfau-
knowhedgament ma
O'Connior who tha full
o four wooks suffaring a
puanciured hang.

Cwan Elliol was satisfisd ha
played the comact amount of
#wm inguny-time after the

telavision chock supoesied
Fvr i foe Buifl-tirme P imiimdes
aarly. The Piire LE Chasimb
stadium clock did not pause
time during the second-half
water braak, whereas the RTE
mmﬂmﬁu&u. thus
craaling BpAncy in tima,
Timakeaping aside, Paudio
Murray, a5 can be read
eisawhers on this page, was
disgusted with tha releros’s
diisplay.

e s
o L an
Ing |5 & repeat of last year's

Cats set

Siqhts on 5 i ¢!

final tale ¥ -

Al dmlare] Sorele CAftidss bl

Kilkenny ...........2-10
Cork.........ccvmsn 1-11

Eoghan Cormican

Pre Ui Crnoimh

There are three Kilkenny
playvers from Saturday’s vie-
torious semi-final team facin
into their eighth All-Irelan
camogie decider on December
12

Colette Darmor, Anne Dal-
ton, and Danise Gaule played
in their first All-Ireland final
back in 2009, It ended in de-
feat, as did five more of the
Adl-Ireland finals they have
featured in. )

The trio have their Caltie
cross from 216, but all in all,
All-Ireland final day has not
been a happy hunting ground
for them or their team-mates
who Hned out in the 2013, *14,
*17. '18, and '19 bosses.

Dorpmoer was a steadving

resence at Mull-back during

aturday's semi-Tinal win,
while further forward, Dalion
and Gaule contribated 1-8 of
Kilkenny"s 2-10 toda)l.

To keop returhing to the

coalface and 10 keep driving
Kilkenny back up the hill to
the esncluding afternoon of
championship action year
after venr £ testament to thedr
rezilience and character,
Drilton, hawever, was ada-
mant after this latest semi-
final victory, that past heart-
ache — and there has been
plenty of it — s not what faels

thoem.

“l think the media kind of
play into this, “oh, ye have lost
T maner', but honestly, weo
only think about 2020," said
the six-time All-Star,

“If we thought about any
other yeir, vou are thinking
in the past and that is no use to
you when you go out on a

fteh, For us, it is not abaut
ast yiear, it Is not about next
year, it is about 2020, If vou
play any other game bar the
one in front of you, you abso-
Iutely don't have a chance. To
get to the All-Ireland final is
the aim * year, I is great
to be back there, But it's no
use unless you win. We fell
short [ast vear so we just have
Mt}:&h it on, focus solely on

Dalton’s 28th-minute goal,
after fetching a Gaule free. pat
Eilkenny In front for the first
time, 1-610 1-5,

The vizitors, who had not
besn properly tested en route
to the last four, were almosi
shell-shocked by Cork’s early
intensity and found them-
selves 1-3 to 0-0 adrift nsido
efght mintites.

\

",

\.

Kilkenny's Collette Dormer and Claire Phelan show

o
]

Saturday’s All-Ireland senfor camogie semi-final at Paire Ui Chaoimh,

Let off the hook by Cork™s
fallure o capitalise on further
geal opportunities after
Lemnen O'Connor hit the ned,
Kilkenny gradually arrived
il the pitch of ]

Ahoead by 1-8 fo 1-7 at the
break, Rilkenny moved 2-8 to
1-8 chear when Miriam Walsh
struck for their second goal
three minubes after the rest.
art. Two Gaule frees {5 all
they'd manage between there
and the finish. And yet, this
meagre tally proved sufficient
to secure the county a fifth
consecntive All-Ireland final

AppeaTAnCE.

“Twenty-one minutes with-
oult segring s Mghtening. We
won't be winning All- rds

dolng that,” admitted Killen-
ny boss Brian Dowling.

"Our backs wers tremen-
dous. That Cork team has
some unbeliesable forwards,
The likes of Amy O'Connor
and Orla Cronin. We gave
Meighan Farrtll and Davina
Tobin jobs to de, they had to
sacrifice thelr own game, and
they were immense.”

Cork's Katrina Mackey
could — and should — hawve
played Gemma O'Connor
through for a goal when firing
over just before the second
water break. But at least
Mackey hit the target. Too
many of her team-mates
dropped their efforts elther
wide or short as Cork domi-

=

their delight after Saturday’s victory over Cork in

Ficture: INFHO Lastlo Gean

nance came o Hitle. Neithar
Chloe Sigerson or Orla Cronin
had much jov from placed-
balls thronghout the second
period, Cork cut the gap to the
minimum, 2-9 to 1-11, on 57
minutes, but couldn't find an
egualiser. A 64th minute
Gaule free, Kilkenny®s ficst
scote in 21 minutes, sealed
Cork's fate. His own team’s
wastelulness and referee
Owen Elliot's performance
wiin: the two Isswes exercising
Cork manager Pawdie Murmy
afterwarnds.

“First of all, we had our
chances towin it I thought the
reforss was very, very lneon-
sistent, We were blown for
overcarrying on a numbes of



occaslons and you'd like that
to apply on the other side as

well. [ seriously question I'|.13
display, | am just absolutely
frustrated with the standard
of refereeing this year and
other years. [ am in it long
enough o know the rmiles my-
=il You look for consistency
on a day ke today, and we
wﬁinly:;? ﬂmuppmildﬂuﬁ' g
urray disagprecd with §
suggestion that Cork, whose
gameplan centres around a
short-passing game, should
have beeny more dirsct.

“1 am sick of hearing that,
There ware an awiul lof of
people on during the week
shouting about it. When wo
play our short, running
the firsi 15 minutes |5 an
example of that, we carved
them open. Oor biggest prob-

lem was we went away from
that, Maybe the players lis-
tened fo the press oo misch.”
Sisars for D iGade
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Bench press powers
Galway back to

All=Ireland final

AN

Al-lrsianc! Soned (arige Sermi-fnal

Galway.............. 1-11
Tipperary .......... ..0-8

Thlﬂllﬂ l'.'! El‘ll-lﬂhll'l

“Péc [ Ghaoenn

Galway m ¢ Cathal Mur-
ray and his a&iﬂ will face
fnmitlar foes Literty In-
surance All-Ireland Ssonior
Camople Champbonship final
next month. A final like no
other on Saturday week as for
the first time the showense in-
velving the defending cham-
plons and Kilkenny will be
played under the Croke Park
light= (Tpm). It is a ropeat of
ihe 23009 decider,

Thelr hard-carned victory
over Tipperary on Saturday In
a misty Piire Ui Chaoimh pro-

Lled them into their sixth

Islu:n:e 2000 A tonic goal
from Carrée Dolan in the 15th
minute provided the necess-
ary breathing space for the
1 f.mr hmi rﬂfﬂ [
perienco o ] ;B
abling them withstand a gﬂm
Tipperary challenge.

“There are.a few sore bodies
in the dressing room.” re-
flected Murray. =We loft
chances behind us, 1-11 isn't a
great seore but then condi-
tions were hard fo play In.”®

A formidable backline
headed uﬁw hard-working
captain Sarah Dervan con-
codod just four points feom

play, while the reinforce-
ments off the bench ware
h significant.

brought on four subs
andl they all made an impact,
mlr:]‘tllf_tn:ltls whutfu::.:m;ll}is
CErta g Lo ard jop
us to If‘#!lhu- team for the
firal. People are putting up
their hamd for selection,

“Kilkenny are o quality
side. They didn’t get half
enough credit for last yvear's
All-Ireland final against us.
m&mmd 17 points and that

have won five of six of
the fast All-Trelands. There
were two points in that gamse
with five or six minutes fo go,
"Thist e ot igainic Ao be sk
af 118,

Tipperary appear o be
moving in the t direction
and the gap is narmowing. o-
netheless, semi-Mnal lozses
define thelr last three seasons.

*Galway are an experienced

ﬁ:’hﬁu down your o

u:m that mtmm
where we are lacking,”™
IE!III]!qu'Il:lnEI{L
noed to push through

Ih- gloar and got Into that
final, | would be convinesd if
war gof fo (he final, we would

voon i1, Cme through 24,
they g savape efTord. | can't
ask any more of that squad

and the manapemaont team as
well, Lads ave thinking mom-
ing, noon, amnd night me da
wir improve. We gave our best,
W camee up short ane weren't
pocil enough.

YImjury-wise, Erecnn (Fry-

yand Micole (Walsh) were

ut. Aishling (Molomey) had

an injury from the focsthall.

Ol (0'Dwyer) going back fo

Australka. They are far super

plavers and four players that
would usually start.”

Scores — and chances —
wereala ium, Joint cap-
taim CAlt sfibek gEx ouil
of thelr elght points.

Mullaney, . sald he
was perplexed with some of
ihe referecing decisions,

“Faren Kennedy gol busied
twice going through and we
got mothing. [t is not like yon
expect handy or easy firees but
they were obvious, We had a
plaver down with a head in-
Juary, I know it was accidental,
we weren't keoking for a fneo,
Buf it is normal, in GAA area-
mogie, that the whistle is
blown. Galway weni on and
Bl :dpumt off of it. It might

like sour grapes, it is
rmt Galway bent us. They
ware the better team. Those
are playver wellfare issues —
she was on the ground, laid
out, elmel off, and nothing
for it. The frees were obvlous.
They should have been given,
the head infury was obvieous,
the pkay shonld have stopped,”
Seorers for Gabway: & Dotan [1-3 01
freed, 0-1 453, 5 WAcGrath [0-1 pin, 0-1 A5)
an O Moeath [0-27, N Kilanmyg, f Hen-
rally, W Mannifty ara A O Flesly [0-1),

FINDING A WAY: Galway's Sarah Dervan bursts past

=
|
=
-

A it their
@ bast withoart fouwr of thedr first-
choica playens due to infury. and
unavailabiity, they had it all o do
ia@mmmnmmm

— e

2y
Ahpad of tha final & would ba
good 1o got clary on tha watber-
braak snd 0 mske sure all
clacks are in 8yne givan tha can-
fusdon which arcse on Salunday
aftgrnoon,

'?

Fle_ BN

i gmd:ﬁ I-Tﬂ or Cathal
Murray miknagement
team as they tanget back:-lo-back
All-lredand senior (illas,

Just like 2098 and 2019, Tippar-
ary s outdong ol tha panull-
FrElE SLARE.

Tipperarys Mirlam
Campion in the All-lreland camogie semi-final Ficture: Inpha/Lassl Geczn
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Murray defends |

Cork style after
All-Treland exit

BY NOEL HORGAN

PAUDIE Murray was scathing
in his criticism of the refer-
e following the All-lreland
somi-final loss to Kilkenny.

Immediately after the game
the consensus was that the
match official hadn’t allowed
for the water-break when he
hlew the final whistle pre-
maturely in stoppage time
- though the Camogic Asso-
ciation insisted afterwards
the timekeeping was correct
- but Cork manager Murray
was irked by ref’s overall per-
formance,

*A lotof things went om out
there that I certainly wasn't
happy with, and I thought
the referce was very incon-
sistent, to be honest,” Murcay
rernarked.

“We were blown for over-
carrying on a number of oc-
castons, and you'd like to have
seen it applicd oo the other
side too.

‘I don't want to get start-
ed about referees, I'm sick to
death of it at this stage, but
I'm absolutely frustrated by
the standard this year, and
other years as well.

‘I'm at this long enough to
know the rules mysell, but
you look for consistency on
a big day.

"We certainly got the op-
posite tockay, and I'd seriously
guestion his (the referee’s)
display, blasted the Cork
boss, who revealed he was
made aware immediately af-
ter the game there was about
twominunes short of the addi-
tional time plaved.

“It’s a craxy situation, be-
cauge there's no wiy Some-
body should be getting that
wrong at this level.

Murray also ook execep-
tion to the supgestion by a
reporter that Cork might have
fared out alot better had they
adopted a more direct ap-
proach over the hour - rightly
pointing out that the team’s
short-passing game had en-
abled them to hit the ground

‘Ithought our biggest
problemtoday was
that we went away
from the short game'

running.

‘I'm sick of hearing talk like
that, there was a bot of people
shoarting about it again during
the week, but [ thought our
biggest problem today was
that we went away from the
short game which had worked
superbly early on,” Murray
=nkd.
“We couldn't have asked for
a better start, and, while you'd
have to give Kilkenny credit
for the way they fought back,

it's just very disapponting we .

didn't keep doing the things
we were good at and were do-
ing so well in the first quarter,

Despite relinguishing the
inftiative in the second quar-
ter, Murray felt Cork we're in
1 strong posiition at half time.

‘I was happy enough going
in a point down and having
the wind in our backs for the
second half, but the early goal
Kilkenny got was probably the
killer-blow; ke pointed out.

*Having said that, we got
on top again in the last 20
minutes, but we didn't take
the chances we had 1o win
the game,

"W missed a few frees too,
z0 we have only ourselves to
blame from that point of view,
because it's those small mar-
gins thar make the difference
at this level!

MNow in his ninth 2eason
involved as Cork manager,
and with four All-Ireland
wins under his belt, Mureay is
convinced the future is bright
for his current charges.

“While o lot of our players
have All-Ireland medals, the
majority are 25 years old and
younger, 20 this team is gning
to take a bit of time to fully
dewelop, and it's definitely on
:ahfdw up in my view, he

e

KILKENNY 2-10
CORK -1
NOEL HORGAN REPORTS

TO say Cork fattered to de-
| ceive in the Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland senior camogie
semi-final clash with Kilkenny
at Piire Ui Chaoimh last Satur-
| day would be putting it mikdly.

Bursting from the traps, they
clocked up an unanswered 1-3
inside the opening eight min-
| utes, performing with such flu-
ency and cohesion as a unit that
they looked capable of disman-
tling the Noresiders’ ambitions
before the break.

By the short whistle, how-
ever, Cork found themselves
trailing by 1-8 1o 1-7, which, on
the face of it, wasn't a major
cause for concern conskdering
they had played against the
wind in the first half,

At the same time, it was
bound to be a significant boost
to Kilkenny to have recovered
so well from a potentially dis-
astrous start, and it scemed
as if they might be ready to
keep the momentum going af-
ter full-forward Miriam Walsh
bageed their second goal with-
| in two minutes of the resump-
tion.

They were four points up,
2.9 to 1-8, after their ace
free-taker Denise Gaule was
on target in the 42nd min-
| ute, but then the pendulum
swung back in Cork’s favour.
And without ever reproduc-
ing the sparkle they exhibited
| during the early exchanges,
{ they could have regained the
| lead had they made the most
of their chances in a gripping
finale

Cork manager Paudie Mur-
ray agrecd they allowed Kilk-
enmy off the hook to a certain
extent in the closing stages,
but hi insisted the most fras-
trating aspect of the day from
his perspective was that the
team deviated from the style of
play that had yielded such rich
dividends carly on.

‘It's when we play our short
running game that we're at our
best, which was elearly exem-
plified in the first 15 minutes
today, Murray said.

“We carved Kilkenny opén
in this period, and the thing
that's anmoying me most now
is we didn't continue to do
what we're  good at, be-
cause | be- L‘t lieve we'd

{ have had }L-'

a better
result if we
did” the Rebel boss lamented.
It isn't difficult 1o appreci-
ate where Murray was coming
from, given Cork’s whirlwind
start, highlighted by a move
begun by full-back Laura Trea-
cy and also involving Hannah
Looney, Orla Cronin and Kat-
rina Mackey before the latter's
smart lay-off set full-forward
Gemfa (°'Connor up for the
game’s opening goal,
It left Cork leading by six
points, but, regardless of how
| well they were playing, to think
they were going to have things
| all their own against o team

L Fln T,
| h Fiow g, mo

L

e, r:'.:;_'q,;t.'. vy e i - s .
Second All-Ireland senior semi-final exitin
a row as Cork fail to build on blistering start -

that had been involvedin the Pamela Mackey particularly

last four All-Ireland finals ¢ eommanding in the central

was expecting a bot, defensive berths as Cork dom-
S0 maybe the fact that inated in the opening quarter.

The growing threat from
the Kilkenny attack was un-
derlined by Miriam
Walsh's goal on
the turnover,

the complexion of the
contest changed consid-
erably before the interval
had less to do with Cork
losing their way than
with Kilkenny raising
their imtensy levels.
A superb goal by
centre-forward Ann
Dalton allowed the vis-
itars to hit the front,

which came in reply o an

1-6 1o 1-5, in the 2Bth equalising point by Cork’s Orla
minute, After Cork Cronin from a free.
iwlee got back on Cronin didn't reach her cus-
terms through points romary heights at centre-for-
from Ashling Thomp- ward on this oocasion while an
son and Chloe Sigerson. even more below-par perfor-
it toeok a converted free mance came from Amy O'Con-
by Denize Gale in stog- nor, who strugeled to dlude the
page time to separate leech-like attentions of Kilken-
the sides at the break. ny defender Davina Tobin.
Sigerson was most im- With their two most potent
pressive up front in the first
hall when Thempson and Cork's Ashling Thompson
Katrina Mackey both had sCores 3 point against
their moments at midfield, Kilkoenamy.

with Laura Treacy and
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attackers kept on a reasonably
tight rein, Cork were always
going to be hard-pressed to
prevail, and, four points adrift,
their prospects looked bleak
heading into the last quarter.
Thanks primarily to the li-
on-hearted efforts of Ashling
Thompson at midfield, they
made a gallant bid to pull the
aut of the fire, with Ka-
trina Mackey and Orln CmT!Jn
alza working tirelessly 1o in-
erease the pressure on the Cats

rearguard.

In addition, Cork camc up
with most of the answers at
the other ¢nd where Meabh
Cahalang, switched from cor-
ner-back, filled the pivotal slot
to good effect following Pamela
Mackey's departure through
injury. :

Paints from Katrina PMackey,
Thoempson and Sigersen cna-
hled the Leesiders to cut the
gap to the minimur, laut they
were left toTue their failure
to avail of four other oppor

the siege to grab the insur-
anee score, courtesy of Denise
Gaulle from a free.

SOONETS
Kiikusnimy: 0 Gaule 0-7 (515

Jann Dalbon 1-1 M Waksh 1-00 M
O'Conneld 0=2.
Cork: C Sigerson 0-4 (311G
o'Conner 1-0; 0 Cronin 0-3 {31k A
Thednpsen, K Mackry 0-2 each,

Kikenny: A& Moerts G Walsh, C
Piwstan, M Teehan; C Donmer, kY
Earrell, O Tobing A Farrell L Mufphyt
Huifie Daduon, fnn Dattan, O Gauke; K
ik, b Wealsh, i O Conmsl
Subs: 5 Fitzgerakd for Murphy (L)
M Dieely for Toehan (47], K Doyle for
O'Connell |53

Corke A Lee [Ma ParsalghhlL
Coppinger {5t Colurn’s), L Teacy
{ieazh, M Cahalane (52
Finbarr'sh H Loaney (KBeagh), P
Machisy [Doughis). L Hayes (5t
Catherine's): K Mackey [Doughas),
{0 Cronin [Enniskeane], C Sigerson
(Wlleagh): S MeCarthy{Courtey
Rovers], G O Connor (5t Finbarr's),
L. Colfirs {Courcey Reovers),

5 ubs: MO Callaphan [Sarshelds)
fae F Mackey (in. 43). € Healy
{Aghatulague) for Colins (47,1
wWhite {Dougtas] for MeCarthy {51)
Retoree O EBot [Antrim),

Caork’s Meabh Cahalane can't
e her d pointment after

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

ADIFE Murray is someone wha
knows what's needed 1o win
All-lreland senior camaogse titles.

In an 1E-year infer-county ca-
reer she won nine All-Irelands
as well as eight All-51ars, and
her retirement eardier this year
brought dewn the curtain an her
remarkcable time with Cork.

Mow, outside the line, the for-
mer Rebels” goalkeeper admits
watching Cork get knocked out
of this year’s All-Ireland senbor
champlonship took its tell on her
lagt Sarurday, not least because
shie had backed her former beam-
mates to go all the way this sea-
son. Imscead, it's back-to-back
All-Treland semi-final exits for
Cork.

‘Genuinely, | had us 1o win the
All-lreland this vexr from what 1
saw, Murray sakl.

*From the few games in the
league, from what I had heard
| fram a few practice matches in
September, tocven secing the
club chamgpionship and how com-
petitive that was, to having two
All-Ireland minor sweccesses in
| recent years, to having the inter-
| mredixtes winmning 1wo years aga,
there was a lot to be oprimistic
aboat,

*Unfortunately, what they
have done now is put themselves
pnder huge pressure for next
season. | doa't see talent or abil-
ity s being an issue, They've in-
troduced a few younger players
this year - lzzy 0¥Keeffe, Fiona
Keating, Ellen Murphy —and now
they have championship minutes
under their belt. With the new
breed coming in, if they have a de-
gree of ruthlessness, then we can
be ina good position next year”

But before that, Cork will
watch on as Gabway and Kilkeri-
ny batthe it out in the All-lreland
final for the sccond year ina row.
That's goéng to hurt, Murray siys.
From 2014 to 2018 Cork con-

Our Star; Ashling Thofpzon played her heart cut at il o Cank,
bt on a day wihen Orla Cronin and Chice Sigersenlacked consistency
frcem placed bats. the input from Kikenm's flawiess roe-1aker Denise
Gaule had & vital bearing cn e oltoom,

Crar Moment: Gemma OConnars frst-half goal for Cork stermmed
frorm ars chinkeal and exhilarating albulid-Up s one could wish 1o see.
Talking Pednt: While Cork hadl the chances o win the garme e e
nd, the mannes inwhich Kilkenry got back on tack folowing o mest
Lncartain <tant makes it diifyoult to quibbleabout the meritof their
wictory.

VWhat's next? KBeney willbe hoping to avoid the unenviaths recnd
dmm&ummmmmmmn-mm
et £y Eike o Galvany In the showpéeon,

Tersm s — . tested every All-Ireland final, bat

Cork's Sacirse EEE'IH;'TMEEI“ this will be their second season

Walsh during the Semil- on the bounce missing out on the
showplece game of the year. The
title of third best veam in Ircland
doesn’t interest the former Cork
shot-slopper.

“That's the thing, we would
always see ourselves as better,
| Mot being cocky, bur we always
would feel that we should be the
anes that are setting standards
and setting expectations,” Mur-
ray said.

*It’s hard for camogie people in
Cork — and trse sportspeaple in
Cork who follow ladies’ GAA -0
see s as number three, and now
we have been number three for
| two years. | can't remember the
| last time that happened and as

‘It'shard to see
Cork ranked
as the number

three team'

Murray, nine-time All-

Ireland winner

someane who loves Cork camo-
gie that's a hard thing to take.

Reflecting on the semi-final
against Kilkenny, Murray com-
mented: ‘It's a bit like last year's
semb-final and Cork have no-one
to bilame but themselves becaase
we had encugh opportunitees in
thee game, Plivers pot themselves:
inoo really good positions but the
firishing beft them down.

I would question why Gemma
O'Connor was moved from full
forward for the second quarter
when she was creating confusion
and panic in the Kilkenny de-
fence, If it's nat broken ..

Murray doesn't feel cither thas
the boss of o fow experienced fig-
ures, like herself, con be used
a5 an excuse becanse there
enough cxperience in the ranks
niow L drive the team o

‘1 don't think you can put i
dowen 1o kasing lexders. The onks
three thataren't playing this yeas
are Briege Corkery, Orla Cogte:
and myseld, but there's a goos
ten or 12 af those players playing
whio hane: played with us foryear
and vears 5o it's not like we lef
it fiell off the edge of & cliff and :
whole new gang came in, Murrn
explained, using defender Laur
Trescy asan example of somenn
who has stepped up and flous
Ished this sexson

There will be a winter of re
fAection ahead for the Cork mar
agement team — headed by he
brother Paudie who is manage
~ and the players because th
is n game that they will all ha
ml;: hbmn The food new
is, Apife Murray says, that Cos
Eirk e
nExt year, st



Corl’s Gemma 0'Connor after the defeat to Kilkenny. .

Rebels will
have regrets

REWATCHING the All-Ireland semi-final
betworn Cork and Kilkenny on Sunday
afternoon, emphasised it's o game Cork
will truly regred losing.

That's what will hurt the players most,
Hut on the day e best teamn won biciLise
Kilkenny scored more,

It’s a= simple as that. [t%s ravely in the
latter stages of & championship that you
can have s0 many wides and hope to got
over the lime.

Ann Dalton plaved a roaming ghme.
She seemed to have the freedom to play as
she wished and it doesn’t look as if ony
Cork player in particular was taghed to
mark her. T thought Pam Mackey would
have followed but she only went so far.

At times in the first half you could see
HKatrina Mackey close to Ann as both
players plaved decp. Ann popped back
into centre forward ot times and was on
e mﬁ: of the sguare for Denise Ganle's
free whi

Cork manager Paudie Murray against Kilkenny at Pairc Ui Chaokmh,

the post, S

It was a very soft free on 42 minutes
which makes a meckery of the mew con-

ch led to that wonder catch and  tact rule and handed Denise Gaule her

goal despite the attention of Pam Mackey sixth point and Kilkenny a four-point
and Laura Treacy. lend.

Owen Elliot made his fixation with But all of the above is not the reazon
steps clear from the throw-in when he pe-  Cork lost.
nalised Denise Gaule just on the fourth  They more than had their chances 1o ne-

the full-forwa
sp@ A change Sooner.

distanee but more obvious was that she
had a froe plaver inside her and had she
Raldl it oofT it was & polden goal opporiunity,
Eam Mackey was clearly struggling  possession lost
after Walsh's goal, She wasn't going to
pontribute much with one shonlder bl
stayed on the pitch another 10 minutes.
Davina Tobin, Grace Walsh, Michelle
Techan, Colette Dormer, Claire Plhelan
and Melghan Farrell were extremely

12 minutes was wrong, Sho hod tapped
all fo hurdey and didn’t over-carmy,

He was so picky on the fourth step you
could understand if there is [eritation
around Birinm Walsh's goal. Thers wis ai
least =ix.

He ponalised Michelle Techan harshly

miﬂﬁ Ele; o though IEhJ]vz-ithut ﬁﬁ
1 . ; ; ronin won
soore with he M it went right of

loads to offer golng forward,
Every defeaf 8

leason loarned for the many o

Ficture: bddie O'Hare gy, mpson’s midfield

Chloe Sigerson yie
strong in defence in that second hall. Cork pon nlay in total, many from long-
were stmmhrﬁuf front, particulary in pono0 1y recent years, a similar
line and 1 thought we'd |0l from ptay would often be

1 HIWLEE
Cork went 15 minotes without a scope |, ampionshi win
hefore Katrina Mackey polnted with 45 on i E'“’H“Hd““‘m“'“nﬂr »
the clock, Cork were outnumbering Kil- o0 4 aoen determinati Iy

kenny on her run in two to one. On an- e gocond half gave Kilkenny a
odfyer day Mackey would have gone for the Fﬂmm po drive Fn.

step. While it's frustraling, if it's consist-  verse the deficit. Early on Kilkenny were jugular. : .
E|11pan:ms.i the board it"s acceptable but 1 gifted two Cork puck-outs and hit wides.  Cork got nothing from Chioe Sigerson's
thought the free against Paim Mackey on Dendse Gaule strock wide from close  three side-line cuts. Two went wide,

With two points on offer for this In &2
mogie yon can’t binme Chloe for t
the chamee but when 1 doesn't wor . ]

I wouldn't be at all worried a
Cork's futura, They're a young side _

cult to take but it's a

players that jolned T.hl!' panel this .

HERE are certain players in the

hurling pantheon whose mere

presence on the piich has a psy-

chological impact on the :
and Gemma 0'Connor is'one of them,
Like Brian Corcoran in the 20008 or De.
ﬁn Ry;: in the late 'g.'euer.] [l'l}mrm'

yeicality, experience, and a

hurd r:E hrain to whatever line af the
feld she occupies,

Pandie Murray s well cognizant of
this talismanic aspect of 0°Connor; her
ability to galvanise her team and rattle
o on. Hie wsed bt onoe before to

L b t effect in the 2007 All-Treland

final, inslsting that the injured 0°Con-
nor wasn't fit to start in the build-up,

| bt springing her on the day. She was

cricial to Cork's one-point victory on

Pictuee: Eddie OHatE 1ot neeasion, offering a steadying hand

at the back andpoppcgl;u fora

monster egualiser at the close of not-
mal time. The batld-up to kast wee-
kend's Aﬁeﬂfﬁ%ﬁnﬂ felt like a
strange 7: the same ..
tion in Kilkenny, the same qu;’ﬁﬁ:
mark over O'Connor’s fitness.

SH11, it was & surprise to see her start
mmafu%l-mmm ha;}astsatmﬂ;'.

BT carcer THCOI=aTA
spells at midfield and wn:tl'erimdh ple ;
she's now synonymous with cen
back. When she ghosted away from Col
lette Dormet in
recoived Katrina Mackey's handpass to
smash it to the net, however, it seemed
as if the gamble was paying ofl. Cork
had stumbled on a mm&ﬁug formula:
run it and offlead to O'Connor, who is,
after all, one of thi game’™s most power-
I ful strikers of the ball.

Bt for all her inventive mowvement
on the edge of the sguare for the re-
mainder of the game — time and again
sha positioned herself to execute a car-
bon-copy goal — O'Connor wasn't fisd,
It's the inside forward's dilemma: hav-
i ing 1o rotate out of direct play tobe
available for the pass, but powerless if
the all isn't given.

Eilkenny’s sleepy start — down 1-3 to
-0 after 10 minutes — might be ex-
plained by the relative exse with which
they overcame Westmeath, Limerick,
amd Waterford in the group stages on
their path to the semi-final. Mary
(¥ Connell seliled them with two fuss-
free points, one from each wing. Ann
Dadton, like all the great players can,
| furmed the gamse by creating semething
| from nothing: catehing a high dropping
ball under pressure from Pamela
Mackoy Laura Treacy and finish-
ing low, pushing Kilkenny into the lead
for the first time In the H6th minute,

Caork, to thelr ceedit, responded fm-
mediately with an Ashling Thompson
paint. By the end of the 80 minutes,

rship with
five poinks

a b to win a game. Bot in the

#{i‘m:lr

e aighth minute amd :

A\ \ R\ Y

Cats are bouncing after =
beating Cork but

a very different animal -

ih

lway

The joy and relief of the Kilkenny -
players ad the full-time whistle, having =
beaten Cork in the knockout stages for
the first time since 2016, was palpable —
and contrasted sharply with the muted
reaction of Galway to their victory In
the opposibe semd-final.

Dispatching Tipperary was & torrid
day's work for Gabway, who were never
allowed fo fully gef into thelr stride, -

It"s béen another hearibreaking sea.
son for Tipp, who made the semi-linals
for a third year in a row amd are teed of
being congratulated for it. While :
they're now firmly reestablished in the

&'s top four powers after & spell in
e wilderness in the uarl.:.'%'l af the
decade, Tipp won't be satis until E
thiy crack that elusive lop Bwo. -

As improssive as many of thelr per.
formances werd this year, 2000 has alao
been shot threugh with bad luck fer =
Tipp. Having beaten All-Ineland cham- =
ploms Galkway in the league semi-final in

March of this year, the final was can-
called due to lockdown. New signing
Alshling Moloney missed two games
dubz to suspensbon and was injured for
tlve AdL-lreland seml-final; experienced
players Micole Walsh and Ereena Fry-
day were also rubed oot beeavse of in- =
jury, Meanwhile Orla O Dwyer. juggl- ™
ing thres clite sports, was unavailable
e to her rotwm to the Brisbane Lions.

A Cork or a Kilkenny, téed to making
finals year in year onf, conld perhaps -
absorb these sotbacks, bit & brenk-
through team needs wind in thelr safls,

£ Bill Multaney emphasised D
his post-mateh interviews, the
players who started Last Satar-
day did their uimost, but ex-
rience counts for somuchat this
evel. Think of Mary Fyan al full-back,
Feat like a boxer, always keeping her
body between the attacker and the
goalmouth and sometiow never conoced- 2
ing frees. She pushed forward several *
tirmes in the second half while Cait Dey-
ane dropped deep, a5 if betwesn them
they were trying to jump-start Tipp's af
tack. Karen Kennedy, too, was indas-
trious and troublesome to the Galwas
defence, but ultimately Tipp will be ds-
appoinied with thetr 0-8 tally. Agam, .
the truism: goals win matches, P
With Galway and Kilkenny in the
final on December 12, wi lave n seqiio
i kast yvear's free-flowing scorelestio. |
leok forward to — sich a tonicaflerth |
tight, tense trilogy of chess matches be”
tween Cork and Kilkenny that precede:
it. Kilkenny will likely bo favooriles,
degpltaz]mm_ﬁjlutyearnna seoreline ¢
3-14 to 0-17. Their quality and sirength,
in recednl is plain, but so oo bs th
fact that out of six All-Ireland
finals since 2000, the Cats
have only won a single
tile. In fact, thepsycho-’
logteal advamtage migh"
will e with Galway,
given that bofh theic
All-Treland vietores In
ther st e — 3159
and 2013 — have bea!
the expinze of Bilkens
With both this fecigr
and Waterforc and Lim-
erick in this men's inal
taking place over e 3
anme weekend, L
Christmus ks jrleed
coming eart!. V7%
tho livist 2600 .
cin do ol
this stage.

1/
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Jorato after Kilkenny's win over Cork in the AlIreland
gt December 12 fimal witha

their place in the

JOY AND PAIM: The reaction of Kilkenny senior camogle players
Keltyanm Doyle and Niamh Deoly, following their All-Ireland
semi-final win over Cork, is in total contrast to that of TJ Reid
(inset) after the Kilkenny senior hurlers bost their semi-final to
Waterford in Croke Park. Seo inside for action and reaction from
a mixed weekend for the Cats PICTURES: LASTLD GECZO/INFHO &
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W Mission accomplished as Galway stay on course to retain All-Ireland title

STEPHEN GLENMON
AT PAIRC Ul CHADBMH

A SOLID performance - nothing
mere, nothing less - from Gal-
way in this hard-fought All-Ire-
land senbor camogie semi-final
at Fiire Ui Chaoimh on Satur-
day. On the champlons march
to a secomnd consecutive final,
where they will defend (heir

crown against old  foes
Kilkenimy.
I's days like these when the

result outwelghs  everyhing
else amd In overcoming Tipper:
ary, a siche that continwes 1o im-
prove gnme-on-gume, Galway
nowy have the opporunity w©
achieve something thay the
cotty has mever done before:
win back-to-back titles.

Standing im thelr way are
d‘H:'H1J]I.11!tl.'nll.':'¢|!ﬂ|:i|'|{|.‘|.'|r|:|'.l.lr'll.l:l
will be driven to avenge their
Alllrelnnd  defear  to e
Tribeswomen & lasd  year's
Septemiber encounter,

That will be a potent modhar-

ing factor for Kilkenny as they
look to buck a tremd that has
seen them lose six of the Last
seven All-lreland finals they
have appeared in since 2009 -
two of those losses coming
against Galway in 33 and
2009,

Galway manager Cathal Mur-
ray will be wary and, certainly,
it will mot be lost on him just
how imipressive Killenny were
in accounting for Cork, 21010 1-
I, in last Saturday®s curtain-
raiser, particularly given the
pressure  Brian Dowling's
woimen came under when Cork
raced into an early lead. It was
an impressive recovery from
the Cats,

In contrast, Galway, ot times,
stuttered to this victory, When
they pot into their Aow, they
keoked to be a class apart ba
for long pericds, they were
forced to play this physical
semi-final on their opponents"
berms,

What champlons da, though,
i= theat they fiasd a way and this
they didd on Saturday, While Tip-
peEraTy may argue the six-paing
meargin cidn’t reflect what they
brought to the comtest, in righ,

Gabwray's Orfaith MeGrath secures possassion despile the challznge of Julie Anne Burke of
Tipperory at Paire Wi Chagimb.

Galway could have claimed this  brilliantly worked and taken chance throughout the 60 min-
victory by much more. goal on 15 minutes, Galway utes. Two of those were from
Aside from Carrie Dolan's  spurned goal chance after goal  the penalty spot, although in

falrmess 1o substitwte Siobhan
McGrath, who ook the second
penalty on 60 minuates, the in-
struction had come from the
sidedine to tap it over,

Galway’s first penalty mid-
wary throwgh the second period
was taken by Galway goal
keeper Sarah Healy and, al-
though hit well, Tipp No. | Aine
Slamery was equal to the task
and diverted the shot v safety.

These were just two of mad-
ple goal opportunities Galway
had, with MoGrath, who was a
real menace when Introduced,
also golng close late on when
shie skinned the Tipperary de-
fence, only to see her sirike go
wide by the proverblal whisker,

As disappointed as Galway
will b nod b0 have converted
these chances, they will know
that if they can get this right for
the decider, it will goa long way
to returning the O°'Dudffy Cup
hack west for another vear,

That 23id, despite Tipperary
bringing huge honesty In their
endeavours, Gabway, having
built ap a 16 o 0-5 half-time
lead, wene alaays in comrol of
thiz e In the second k

They hit fve points to Tipp's
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Dervan leads the way

SARAHHEALY -8
Excellent puck ous, good han-
dling and made an important
gave in the first half from Tipp's
Rbizin Howard, Her penalty was
wehl hit, but saved by Slattery. A
excallent performance
from the All-Star goalkeeper,
whose reliability &5 a uge assed.

SHAUNA HEALY -9

Marvellous performance from
the warriorlike corner back.
Defensive skills secomd tonong,
remendous aggression and
clever distribution under pres-
sure. Defiant in the face of any
presune andd as E:'Ddﬂ marker
a5 there Is in the game,

SARAH DERVAN: - T“ o
sapnificent game from .
w:fr:n:aplah&- Flawless perfor-
mance, premendous  under
pressure and made some key
interceptions when necessary-
Visibly inspired her teammates,
showed 1y

broke up countless Tipp attacks
throughout the game. Abso-
lustely colossal.

HEATHER COONEY - &
Had some difficulties against

Sarah Fryday early on but grew
into the game, having a terrific
gecond half, Relizble as ever, &
cellent positional sense and
tackling. Very intelligent on the
ball and never wasbes: posses:
siom.

EMMA HELEBERT =7
Had a very solid game, made
some good tackles and gave
nothing away. Very clever in
on and probably the
b=t striker of the ball in the Gal-
way back line. Excellent reader
of the game and a ey part of a
defence which conceded only
-4 from play.

SIOBHAN GARDINER - 8
Had a shaky first half but grew
into the game and was out-
standing in the second half, Im-
positionally in the sec-
ond period and was a very
dominant presence at mumber
six. Smart use of possession isa

and  big feature of her game.

m:-eil:T defens

Displayed nt mEive
skills, reading of the game and
ahility to tdy up any breaking
ball In defence. An expert

Eanna O'Reilly puts the spotlight on
the individual displays of the Galway
players in Saturday’s All-lreland
camogie semi-final victory over
Tipperary at Pairc Ui Chaocimh and
gives top billing to team captain
Sarah Dervan.

marker, she was typically cool
under pressure and gave little
away. As reliable as ever,

ADIFE DONCHUE - 7

Mot on the ball as much as usual,
Tt excelbent work rate and wan
plenty of possession through-
out. Surprisingly moved into
corner forward, where she gog
lirtle supply. but took on the
Tipp defence at any opporiu-
iy,

HIAMH KILKENNY = B
Massive work rate, she won
plenty of possession in a very
miclfield barthe and was
increasingly dominant as the
game went on. Terrific enengy,
she made bots of tackles and

helped set up attacks through-
out thie gane. Brilliant engine to
compliment all of her abiligy.

CARRIEDOLAN-B
Typically sharp, involved inlots
of attacks and got on plenty of
ball. Impressive work rate.
classy siriker of the ball and
took her scores impressively.
Unfortunate to pick up a hand
injury in the second half, forc:
ing heer withdrawal,

CAITRIONA CORMICAN - 7
A tireless worker, she made a

throughowt  the  game and
helped 1o win the midfield bat-
the in the second half, Looked
muach more at home in the mid-

dle of the Held, where her en-
ergy and athleticism  were

REBECCA HENNELLY - 7
Impressive on the ball, one of
Galway's most creative players
andd  wsed i well.
Plaved quite deep in the first
half but still managed to get for-
ward for 2 well taken point- Her
skill in possession is second 1o
MO0,

AILISH O'REILLY - &

Greal energy, creativity and
scoring threat throughout the
game. Some excellent pasies
during the match, inchuding
one in the lesd op 1o the goal.
Extremely productive in pos-
sesslon and typically dangerous
mh& ball, espectally closs to

NIAMH HANNIFFY - B

Brought owt the fekd early in
the game, she made a huge im-
pact in the physical stakes. Won
a huge amount of ball and set

{2 a huge asser 1o the beam,

ORLAITH McGRATH - 9
Gahway's most threatening for-
ward throughout the game.
Looked unstoppable any time
she received good ball. Her sec-
ond poing was a marvellous in-
divideal effort, typifying ler
ability to open up the Tipp de-
fence, She was also Gahway's
beest outlet for bong deliveries
into the full forward lime.

SUBS:

SIOBHAN McGRATH -7
Extremaly sharp, she brought
an additional threat to the full
forveard line which hadn't been
there prior to b introduction.
Linked up well with O"Reilly
and Hanniffy.

SARAH SPELLMAN - &
Impressive energy. and athletl-
ciim, but not imvolved in much of
e play after her introdiction.

NOREEM COEN-G

Looked sharp and was involved
in a couple of attacks but was
given very Bule tinwe o make an

ttacks with her  impact

Kot on bong enotgh to be rated,



-------
RIS L e

& EE EEE-pEmE e e
HH "':"'::....:::::----a-iu-:“--
e T L

---------------

- =1 1 |-l|p-===l'.. EEREEETS
H nmns
mEEpEmTEEaEg :::: R R

THE GAME WILL

STEPHEN GLENNON

AN All-ireland semi-final victory over Tipperary has
ph:edﬁ&lm’uerﬁnrﬁmnﬂhmmﬂhrwhﬂemw
want 10 be: in another All-Ireland final.

Asﬂwulpﬂngchmrﬂmu.mdhmh;amdﬂﬂ:
in talented players, a second consecutive AlbIreland final
appearance was the minimum target they set themselves.

=yeah, that is our goal at the start of the year - cvery
ﬂur,'ﬂjﬂﬁﬂwrymmﬂﬂlmmwﬂkhglnm
media after his side’s 111 to 0-8 semi-final triumph over
mwmuuﬁhcuiﬂuuhnhhnﬁmmdny.

-H.'ewmlmbebacklncmktmkm-mfwar.um—
pm:,immseptmﬂ:ﬂ'mmnttdmhlhemlhhr!m.
hmhbusgnn&mafn#mﬂnﬂu.!.mkit.hwﬂlh:a
hwlymﬁlunhlwm'llmu.ltlsuudﬂlﬂuﬂm
uws:mdiyninhlmilhlmnlymhethmand.ulﬂlﬂ*
mewl.ﬂﬂmﬂmwaminilmmﬂw
want to go and win it."”

Reflecting on their semi-final win, Murray
ackmwlzdgﬂd&wﬂammﬂnﬂﬁ:puwhﬂm
extra-game - a S ont qu'l:lmmr;ard-wm
his side qualified for the pe siage as
gruupn&nmmmﬁpptﬁhﬂimgh,ﬂﬂmdwmm

] would hope so. It is going to bring us on. 1 am sure
there are a few sore bodies there in the dressing room
now 5o it is probably going to take us a week 1o recover.
That is what this week will be all about, recovery, 50,

B =
Srizaameegagia amnnas
aEw rRERELIRdS SN
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BRING US ON BUT IT NEEDS T0 ~ GALWAY MANA

1351 SR E.

. 7

Eﬂmmwmﬁmﬁymm
action against Tipperary,

enough credit that they deserved last year in the All-Ire-
tand final. They scored 17 points against us. That would
have won them five, six or seven of the last All-Irclands,
1d say. We know how good Kilkenny are and it is going to
take a massive to beat them in the final.”
Indeed, while he was happy with Galway's display in
the semi-final, he said it was not good enough to win an
AllIreland decider. Several aspects of their play will have
to be improved on, among them securing a greater refurn
mmhgchnmmwd.ﬂmtnu,h:mmdﬂuwu
not to take away from what Tipperary brought to the con-
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ER MURRA

=We knew it was golng to be a battle against Tipperary.
They beat us already in the league and they had a great
win over Waterford In the - sowe knew
mmmunmmmwhmmm
“Our goal in the first half was crucial. Tipp were proba-
bly on top at the time and it meant, then, we were always
that bit ahead. 1 thought the backs were

im the last 15 or 20 minutes, Really beld out.”
With a subs bench the envy of most counties, the intro-
duction of fresh legs in the second period had a positive
tﬂmﬂhmmmmlﬂmﬂ
problems. No doubt, she will be among those pushing for
inclusion in the starting line-up come the final.
=I"m sure the team is going to change going into the
final, there is no doubt about that, because peophe are
pﬂﬂupd&drhmdhﬂlhhﬂ-‘!hthmﬂﬂngm
talk about. We brought on four subs today and they all
made an impact and that is what you want. It’s going to
be hard on us to pick the team for the final, but that is the
Mjlt;wmlh.' = 5 4
. As for Tipperary manager Bill Mullaney, he acknow
League wins stood to the Westerners on the day. “Maybe,
Hﬂhﬂmmup:ﬂmmhhﬂimlnjuﬂﬁndiﬂg
that extra pass or making the right decision when you are
under savage pressure, which Galway put us under today.
“RBut, | mean, the players who played gave thelr best,
pla;redﬁhmmlyumqmnld,mmmEMmd
commiiment and I can’t fault them. We just weren't good
mmnnth!dnyindwewmhﬂdmbramwﬂd

again, it is certainly going to brring us on, but it needs to.
akilkenny are a quality side and they didn’t get hall

three, with the lively Orlaith M-
Grath, with two superb points,
and Dolan (45) extending Gal-
way's advantage, 149 to 0-5, by
thee 6th minute.

That they only tallicd two
points through Slobhan M-
Grath (45 and penalty) there-
after - Tipp fared linke bewer
with three - will be a concern
for the set-up and, when they
analysis the footage, they will
recognise various Facets will
have to be addressed.

For, at times, the
Tribeswinmen were pondenous;
their  transitoning  was
[absosred due tothe wide chiasm
they left between defence and
attack in the middle third; quine
often, the sUppoTE was teo slow
in coming. leaving the player in
possession isolated; and they
contld have made better use of
the space, instead of directing
play or ball back into traffic.

et despite the above, which
are all fixable, their defenoe was
immiense, led by captain Sarah
Dervan. Superb at getting that
tourch in to disrupt the opposi-
tion attack, every time there
was a breakdown and a neck de-
veloped Dervam was drawn o i
fikez a1 b 1o hooney pot.

Dervan thrives in these bat-
thes and the shetime All-S1ar
was, onoe again, not found
wanting on this cccasion. She
was ably assisied by Shauns
Hizaly, Heather Cooney, Emimi
Helebert Siobhan Gardiner and
Tara Kenny,

AL any . rate, missed  goal
chanees and lack of Quency
aside, Galway were well on
thelr way to victory at hall-time
when leading 16 to 0-5 - thelr
goal coming just before thee first-
half water beak when Orlaith
MeGrath in Dolan. In-
cheed, was lively In that

first period, tallying 1-2, and she
was giving the Tipp defence
plenty to think about.

It was Oranmore/Maree’s
Miamh Hanniffy, though, who
opened the scoring on the sec-
ond minaite, Ankshing off 2 neat
move involving Dolan and her
chub-mane Ailish O'Reilly.

Tipperary responded with
points from Roisin Howard and
Ciit Devane 1o lead after 12 min-
wtes, but then Galway pounced
for that Dolan goal to take owit-
ership of the contest.

After the water-break,
o Relly and Dolan {free) traded
points with Devane {play and
fre) and, as the game opened
up, there were more chances,
most notably in a 60-second
spell around the 20th minute
mark.

First, Howard had an excel-
lemt opporiunity to goal, only to
be denied by Galway custodian
Sarah Healy, before in the ensu-
ing passage of play Orlaith Me-
Grath set up O'Reilly for a simi-
lar chance, only for the effort to
strike the woodwork and go
wide.

Heving stroggled to shake off
Tipperary, Galway eventually
put a linde daylight between
themsclves and their oppo-
s kate in the hall, smscoring
Bill Multaney's charges by three
Poimis o one,

The first of Galway's scores
could easily have provided an:
other goal, Direct numning from
Aoife Donolue cut open the
Tipp cover. The Mullagh dy-
pamo off-loaded to O°Reilly in
poal territory but good defend-
ing from Tipperary”™s Julle Anne
Bourke forced O°Reilly to tirm
out amnd hand possession o
Winmh Kilkenmy, who opted for
thwi: peciat,

Az it was Rebecca Hennelly,

test.

i K i

scoring at the end of a move
after Galway overiurned the re-
siflting puckout, and Dolan,
after O'Reilly had a goal chance
saved by Tipp custodian Slat-
tery, picked off points to edge
Galway into a four-point half-
timne leswd.

That said, the Tribeswomen
swere formanate the mangin was-
n't tighter, after a foul on Sarah
Fryday by Heather Coaney on
the edge of the square could
have yielded a Tipperary
penalty. Instead, Kildare ref
eree Ray Kelly deemed it was

Gabway's Niamh Hanniffy and Mairead Eviston

= K

outsidie the box and gave a free,
which Devane converted,

Devane woukd also score fwo
of Tipp's three second hall
points - Sarah Fryday tallying
the other - but it wis mever
poing to be encugh to dethrone
thie All-lreland champions. Tipp
needed goals and, while De-
vane iried her level best o ooy
jure these up with two injury-
timse frevs, the Galway defence
was not for breaching,

Overall, manager Cathal Mur-
ray heas 1o b happy. Af the biasi:
ness-end of the championship,

bﬁhﬁluwhhm

team,” he concluded.

pothing matiers bul secunng
wins and, with this fixture, his
gide got a stiff test that exposed
a i areas that must be tidied
up before the Alkreland de-
cider. For any manager, that's a
win-win.

In sddition 1o Dervan, each
of the Galway defenders acquit-
ted themselves superbly while
further up the feld, Carrie
Dolan, Ailish O°Reilly and the
McGrath sisters, Orlaith and
Giotean, also stood o,
Gabwerry= Sarahy Healy, Shaura Healy,

5. Banan, H Cooney £ Hespbert &
frdhner, T. Kenme A Donohus, &

mhﬁmmﬂ#ﬁﬂl

i
W

Conmcirn W Kikeny (LR
Hisnnadly [0-1, K I-I:-H'I-'H!'E':l-ﬂ._i;
Diokan (-3, 0, 01 £5L A CRmlly -
), O, MiciSrath. {021, Sube- 5 MoGrad
02, -1 45, 0= pan) Bor Hornoly' (44
rrina ) 5. Speliman kor Dolan {51
rrns: B o Ror Daadhisn (B0
il A Black S Hinmy (G0 meirs.)
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John Maher, Labour Party councillor, dropped into the Glen Rovers
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System extra work
for camogie dubs

CAMOGIE clubs have bean
made aware by the Camogic
Agsociation that the Servas:

ort registration system iz

ing re ed, The new sys-
temhcaﬁ:ifl?‘ulrﬂnn_

Faoireann will provide better
and more efficient processing
for clubs, says the association.

The intention is to transi-
tion from the old system to the
mew one a5 seambessly as poss-
ible, To assist elub officials
with the new system, the as-
spciation 18 hial B number
of webinars in tho coming
weeks.

Clubs have been asked to

the person responsible for
regisirations to sign up and o
to prepure for waTh
involved in getting everybody
on the new system. It will bea
lot of work for club volun-
teers, many of whorm have had
a tremendously hard season
becanse of the coronaviris,

The new Folreann system
went live to clubs from De-
cember Lilﬂ the webinars
were anly due to start on the
sme fkght.

Each club will have an ad-
ministeator, who will have ac-
cess to additional functions in
Foireann and the existing ad-
ministrators from the Servas-
part avstem are to be migrated
peress to the new sydtem, pro-
"Iiﬂll:.!d clubs have profiles set

o tham.

I'“m:r.:lutn officials can check that
they have administrator privi-
leges by looking at thele club
profile and reviewing what
they ve added. Clubs where an
officer 18 an administrator
will be avcordingly.

The th “Hmﬁ behind the
new set-up is that it will be
hugely beneficial to clubs
should ﬂign1ﬂu.ant1r reduce

dministration.

3 Clubs are heit'lgasr.:dt;n}uhrr

ra they have acces -
:t-tann and they then nedd to
verify that they have thia COT-
rect privileges within the sys-
fem and the administrator
must then ansure that their
club’s teams at each grade are
in phce.
2 .EI] axiating member rlﬁlu_::-
grds previously hald Ir.lI ha
gervasport system will bo
available in the new -systlvem
and there will be 0o regu rI"':"T
ment for data re-entry 1o
pxisting mam .

gwever, saie

There m'hhnrluﬁ ke '_:;;‘1
horship data I8 man
Mind this 15 important for =11Ig;1_§

alficials o unrerstand, sot

ey can maximise the bend

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman
Folreann will allow thi on-
line profiles of ¢lob members
to be linked to thelr membsae-
ship récord, so0 that they can
re-register, if a club so chooses

to allow this and do their
istration membership this

Many clubs choose to do
their memberships manially
and this is an acceptable
method of ensuring every

and member §s in and
COT nt. Many clubs
feel that if it is left up to lndi-
:hlu?unlsndtﬁ de thelr mﬁhﬂ-
pe and registrations onling,
they will not be don.
aving spoken to a lat of
club socretaries/ registrars
since this was announced,
many feel it is a huge amount
af information to take in,
given E:I;riul:nms is fast ap-
prosching.

Club officials are tived and
iooking forward to a well-
earned rest and the last thing
they want to be doing is bearn-
ing a new sysiom,

When the Servasport sys-
e was rolled out, clubs a-
i d and tﬁ;ﬂt Lﬂ
up to speed an ;
given hands-on training.

A this is now not pessible
tor o, given soclal-distancing,
many club officials ma
struggle to get to grips wi
what seems to be a very com-

licated set-up. It remains to
Ee seen just how iEwill work.

The new fMunctionality
should significantly reduce
the sdministration Toad.
o make full ise of the system
from December 1, club offi-
cials should recelyve instrue-
tinn and complete a webinar,

- Wia the new system, club ad-
ministrators will be able to
eonfigure and accept online
payments (through Stripe),
manage club communications
in compliance with GDPR ind
Children First Lo, Feg-
jzter thelr memibers with the
GAA, the Ladies' Gaelle Fool:
]l Associrtion, or the Camoe-
i Assockation (also
and rounders, if relevant), and
to alloente coaches bo teams for
organising training or heath-

thommaire vertlication.

The now system will be ac-
cpsaihle through the following
links: Folreann, je; gamesman-
ngumunlﬁs:em-la: returnio-

e,
pmﬁfﬂ]ﬂ GMS system will be
«till be accessible through lhl:r
panal 1inks; people.gaa.ie
pnﬂplﬂ-laﬂiﬂ'!ﬂatllﬂ.la:
M camogiede. Howover, L8
should only be used rhrrfglnﬂf-
CTICE PLIPASES © “'Wﬁlﬂ, N rthe
e used fo regisler iy i3
premhers.

Equal funding

Cork's Amy
0" (ennor wins
the ball from
Clare’s Clara
Grogan this
season. Pithere;
i O'Hare

is our right

THE chalrperson of the Odreachtas com-
mittes on sport, Uhls week, said that thera
is no jnstification for the Governmant io
myore manay on male Gaellc players

an their female connte z

£3.7m WEpﬂJduut by lh;; m:th:r:
tosupport Goelic players last vear, W
£Im E]:malu ansﬂ‘?ﬂﬂ.ﬂm for females,
That's €9,000 per squad. .

The funding gap has been criticised by
plihers, manapers, and representalive or-
ganisations involved in women's Gaelic

ames. Typically, when the disparity in

25, eXpenses, or monetary awards §5
raised, the argument bas been that men
get greaber exposure, deaw bigger awdi-
ences, and bring in mors money.

That disparity In exposure b5 a debate
for andiher day, In this case, (he Govern-
ment doesn't rely on audiences or gate re-
celpts when providing grants, so what |=
the reason behind the slgnificantly lower
allseation?

it's treating sportswomen like second-
ckass oitizo

ns.

It's telling them that their sport and
their commitment aren't important, tht
they don't give the same effort or commit-
ment, or incur the same expenses a5 thelr
male collengies:

That's ahsurd, 55% of playess do not re-
ceive any travelling expenses, 65% pay for
thelr own gym membership and 60% oon-
tribute towrids thelr own recovery costs,

Catherine Martin, e sports ministor,
tald RTE that sport ks for all and she and
Jack Chambers, the minister for state, are
commmitied (o J.TH::;MID: mmllm;lﬁw p;ql.'--
grammas targeted ot women, a 1
with disabilitios, and at older peopls, She
alsa sald she is “awnre of the d.!uquritr
petween the funding for moen's and
women's Gaelic-player support schanies.

“I'can confirm that my department and
sport Ireland are committed fo workin
with the Gaelle games' assoclatlons a
players” representatives, with a view to a
narrowing anz, utﬂmtam ﬂlﬁmnlm
ihe gender funding gap,” i

l}mnt,hlrt]hﬂ]:-utidu doeen't take years
14 achleve, 1

The Women's Gaelle Plavers' Assocl-
atlon has-alse called for tha gap to be
closed, Marks Kinsella, WGPA president,

snid annlvsis by theasaocintion fonnd that
female Gaelic players weare paying [or

thelr own bools, arkovs, goar, travel, and

foad.

Kerry ladies’ football so-manager, De-
clan Guill, said the Governmont allo-
catlon o qumrt female Gaslic players
was “pitiful”. *Where did they comd up
with these figures and who said it was
aly to'da so? T ean't beliove §t."

Two schemes were operated by Sport
Ireland to facilitate the disperaal of gov-
ernment funding last year. The GAA
[nier-county Su Schome, valued at
E:hu.waun{v Iatli fo miale playvers. It
allowed for indivicun] player
channelled to infer-county plavers via the
GAah and e Gaalic Players' Associafion.

A separate scheme to support inter-
county camogie and lxkies' football allo-
cabedd €700,000. This schaeme did mot pro-
vide for Iniividual player grants, bt amw-
arded funding to teams to enhance access
fo training facllitles, injury prevention,
and medical health checks, player per-
formance, nnd national admintstration
and govermance,

sport Ireland 2aid the schomes to s
port Gaelic players are decisions of gov-
ernment. It said Spoct Ireland plays no
role in sotting the pmount of money avail-
ahle under each m,

Howoever, bt ndded it has proposed an n-

deéuml-r_-nt review of these schemes tocon-  ground
sider the strategy for funding in the fu-
g

peanwhili, the Kilkenny camogie feam
hawve soi up a GoFundMe FHTB 1o raise
money nhead of their All-Ireland final,
noxt Snturday, While Glanhia sponsors
ihe Inter-county panels, fosd and accom-
modation for the playoers are ot Getored
in and in the absence of county gate re:

granis tobe ke

« Cork’s Fiony
Keating shoots
from Wex:
ford's Sarah
'Cannor, Pic-
tuge: Eddie
('Hare

ceipis this year, maney s required.

The very best of luck to Cork's Indles'
footballers tomsorrow. Let's hope they can
reach the All-Ireland final and make up
for Inst Ealurﬂ:;."s [ o dizappoint-
m'ni?m' beutardy for the dual plavers in-
vidved.

Controversy again, erlier in the week,
when it was announced that the semi-
final between Cork and Galway has been
moved from the Limerick Institute of
Technology Gaelic Growmds, In Limerbck,
to Parnell Park, in Dublin, as the Limep-
ick sendor hurders require the stacdium te
prepare for the All-Ireland finnl nect wise-

nd.

While sockal media have commented
that a semi-final having to be moved fora
kra session is wrong, 1 don't think it
iz in thiz case. The Limerick GAA board
had informed the LGEA that they could
have the ground if the hurlers didn't

reguine i
Limerick were strong favourlies io
reach this year's final and there was every
chance thoy'd nosd the pitch, Why not
v the teaining time, T hear you say, it's
no big deal® 1% argue that §t 15 a blg deal.
The hiurbors conkd have a full afternoon
semsion phanned with tridndnug, food, video
analysls, anid a-secand fralning sesslon
-annlyais. It'a the week of an All-lre-
and Finxl and 6t is Limerick GAA s

fidd.

The LGEA shionlkl never have booked It
in the first place. It was too risky,

And taking Galway and Cork fo Dublin
is wrong. Whnt vns weong with Mallow?
Was that o tried?

Mayle It was amd 1t wasn't avalinble,
Eithar way, I don’t feel the fault §s with tho
Limerick huriers and board on this one.
Good luek to Ephde and the team.
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KILKENNY 2-10
CORK n
Trevor Spillane )

tspilaneghikennypeopleie
A senior camogie

champicnship is still on
Kilkenny's Christmas
wish-list after the Cals
delivered a solid
performance 1o reach the
All-Ireland final.

Twists, turns, goalsand, in
the end, sheer
determination. 1f it was
druma you were after. Paire
Ui Chaoimh had it in spades!

1t may have been a gloomy
Saturday  afternoon,  but
Kilkenny lit up the Munster
akyline as they weathered a
Cork storm to reach their
spventh sepior fnalin eight
vears, and fifth in
SUCELESIO0T,

While some matches can
be described as agame of tlwo
halves, Kilkenny's tussle with
the Hebels was more like a
three-act play. The first saw
an under-fire side look to be
in real trouble, The second
turned into an  awesome
mtacking performance
whiere the Cats really showed
theirclows.

And thethird? That wasall
aboutl defensive strength as
Kilkenny worked overtime to
repel their rivals and hold on
Loa precious lead.

“It may not have been our
et performance
hurling-wise,” said a happy
manager Brian Dowling after
the game, “bot it wag all about

in o row

ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOG

Defensive steel and sharp
books All-Ireland

pure determination,
character and hard work.”

The Cats delivered a game
of silk and steel as they went
toe to toe with their old rivals
and fought their way into the
December 12 decider in
Croke Pack.

That game = which will be
a repeat of last year's final
after defending champions
Galway beat Tipperary in the
second semi-final - will give
Kilkenny the chance to add
the finishing touch to a
rolentless  chase for the
O DTy Cup.

In the end, the decisive
moment when the game took
on adefinite black and amber
hue came when the Cats
soaked up Cork pressure and
hit their hard-chasing rivals
with a flowing move three
minutes into the second half.

Denise Gaule got them
motoring. winning an Aoife
Norris  puck-out  drilled
sharply along the left. Gaule's
Towe ball wans fed down the line

Time and again
Cork tried to
break through
their ranks but
the Kilkenny
defence held firm
and repelled
every attack

towards Aocife Doyle. who
raced oul o snap up

jon before off-loading
it to Miriam Walsh.

Using her pace to burn a
hole in the Cork defence,
Walsh headed for goal and
didn't stop - even outrushing
goalkeeper Amy Lee couldn't
halt her Walsh
taking the challenge before
lashing the sliotar home.

It was a huge score for
Kilkenny, and one that clearly
rattled Cork. Their
composure slipped for a spell
- Orla Cronin put two frees
wide in quick succession
soon after -beforea like score
from Gaul left them chasinga
four-point gap as the game
ticked towards the final
guarfer (2-9 to1-8). It was a
gap they would not bridge.

Such an advamtage was
probably the furthest thing
from Kilkenny's minds after
they endured a torrid
opening to the game. Tough
underfoot conditions and a
fast = start firpm g
confident-looking Cork had
them chasing shadows, nol 1o
mention a siepoint  gap,
inside the opening eight
minutes.

The Rebels oozed class as
they tore through the
Kilkenny ranks in the early
exchanges, firing off short
quick passes as the exploited
the gaps that appeared
between the 65m and 45m
lines.

That space led to shooting
chances . and fouls; Chloe
Sigersonhelped herselftothe

IE SEMI-FINAL

Donise Gaule (Kilkenny) gets her shot pway as
Niarnh O°Caltaghan {Cork) tries to make tha
block during tha senior camogie All-Iretand
semi-final PICTURES: LASILO GECZO/NPHO

[
[
|

game's opening scores (one a
free), before Orda Cronin
converted a seventh minute
placed ball.

After a shaky start, things
were about to get a little
worse for Kilkenny. Within
G0 seconds the Rebels had
doubled their lead, Gemma
O'Conpor profiting from the
incisive play and pace of
Cronin and Katrina Mackey
when she gathered the
latter's pass and blasted the
sliotar home from close range
{1-3 too-0).

The alarm  bells: were
ringing for Kilkenny, a point
Sacirse MeCarthy  proved
when she robbed possession
from a troubled defence, but
Aoife Morris came to her
side’s rescuewith agood save.
Mary O'Connell eased their
nerves with a fine opening
peoint, a superh scored picked
off from a tight angle on the
left, but three wides in quick
sugcession did little to raise
their confidence.

The mood lifted a lLitthe
before the waterbreak, Ann
Dalton  and  O'Connell
shooting two fine scores in
response to a steady Mackey
point for Cork, but it was on
the pestart thet Kilkenny

elicked into pear. Given a
chance to clear their heads
the Cats took on an attacking
focus, with Dalton and Gaule
pulling the strings.
PRESSURE

It helped that, as they
attacked. Kilkenny began to
pile the pressure, swarming
around any Cork player in
possession. Pressure  saw
Ashling Thompson Blown for
OVercarrying, a mowve
gave Gaule a simple free. She
would add two more points
from placed balls soon after,
cancelling out a like score
from Cronin (1-5 to0-81.

ey nmbterpesgia s fretay, Devaser 4, H010

spot for

Kilkenmny were growing in
confidence, and finally took
the lead theee minutes from
half-time. Pushed forward to
trouble the Cork defenice as a
long Gauwle free dropped
towards the square, Ann
Dalton made the trip
worthwhile, A superh catch
saw her pluck the sliotar froer
amonga forest of Cork hands
Alittle turn and bang - the ne!
shook.

While Cork rallied
Kilkenny had the it betwesi
their teeth. Gaule led theway
chipping in with two mor

points. Ashling Thompso!

Kilkenny keeper Aoife Narris fends

m- ol &
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attack  ‘Determined Kilkenny
Cats deierved 21“— Wlmg

1 they necded wouldn't come.

It wasn't for a lack of been missing a ol
effort. Cork almost bagoed a finish, hﬂhﬁrm
goal out of nothing when a Dowling Kilkenny's
long Sigerson free took a nick semi-final win over Cork
off Gemma O'Connor and had 1 he was
bounced towards goal, but looking for from his
nﬂrgJ;jnl:ler h.-!unife Morris
moved smartly along her line “Hurling-wise
to ﬂitklhesliulaﬂﬁnfe‘ty, probably wasn't our best

Cork kept battling for performance of the year,
scores, adding more point but pure determination,
through a booming Sigerson hard work and character
effort, but ehances dried up are words we'd use to

as Kilkenny, to a player, Wﬁ_ e how we played.” .
fought for every ball and said in the aftermath »
contested every challenge as of Saturday’s battle
iftheir lives depended on it. against Cork. 3 .

break through thelr ranks  quistly cofident that T s e i
bt A i e e
buttheKilkennydefenceheld ~ we'd get the job done 2 I8 - = A e il o
firm and repelled every  andwegotovertheline. | A e o Vadlrse
attack. Rather than launch ~ “Alot of e had HOUWED Anna ' strotches to hook Cork's Ashling Thomgson PICTURES: LASZLO
the ball to safety they cleverly written us off before the | GECZOANPHO
used possession, drilling game - all I eould hear in b
diagonal elearances into the the weeks before the we weren't panicking a Dowling felt that “The last quarter was
corners. where the forwards game was how it was little, what advantage could have about getting over the
chased after possession and going to be a Cork and was going on,” he said been greater. lime,” he said. “It wasn't
ate up valuable time on the Galway final” he with a smile. “Ann Dalton's goal was | for fancy hurling, but
clock. continued. “We drilled it “A lot of people spoke | a huge score in the first | the weather dido't allow

The pressure was still humtn&.&lfr_h_um about how we hadn’t had | half, I was a little for it - when the
there in  injury-time,  but people had forgotten ; a competitive game !_’m.fn | disappointed that we floodlights are turned on
Kilkenny never cracked. about this team, few weeks coming into | only went in one point for a 12.30 game that

that
] H 5 i b =
Aoife Doyle typified the they hadn't been given | the semi-final; maybe up at half-time” he sald. | says it all. We got the job
performance when she used the respect they | that long lay-off without : “Given the vay we dome”
alast ounce of energyto chase deserved. While we may | n tough game was part of = hurled in the second The goals showed
] : after Davina Tohin's not have won the it, maybe it was the trip | quarter I thought we of attack, but
A0 ¢ clearance. &he won All-Iveland finals we down - | don't know. It's | deserved to be further other parts of the game
£l ~ possession and was fouled, played in it tnkes o something we need to ‘ahead, but that's a proved how strong
g e v 5 giving Denise Gaule the consistently good team improve on for the next | testament to the girls | Hﬂiumg'a defence was.
: chance to convert one last to get there, day, certalnly, but you | and how they turned it “0Our backs were
Kilkenny lit up free. “Somieone said to me | can turn negatives into | around.” unbelievable” he said.
he Munster Shedidn't disappoint. One during the week that | positives and we showed =~ The first half “They probably came In
the . un more free siiled between the semi-finals ae for character to do that. | waterbreak was key as | for criticism last year
Ek}"llnﬂ to reach posts - with it Kilkenny were winning,” Dowling “I thought we got on ; Kilkenny regained their | with the goals we
s h on theirway to the final! added. “Now we're back | top after that (the slow  foeus. conceded in the
their SEHEH;  SoONERS where we want tobe.~ | start) and, after a few “Ifelt that wewere on | AllIreland final. and it
seni decider IN  Gkesny - Desisa Gaule (07, 0-6 That quiet confidence | wides, Mary 0'Connell | top in the last ' Inoked we were
2 e d frees); Anan Dalton (1-15; Miriam was tested in the early got n super score to | minutes of the first | more hother after
eight years, an Wealsh (1-0): Mary 0'Conell (0-0) exchanges as a hungry | settle us down.” | quarter and that was the | conceding 1-3 inside
fifth final in M_mw{u.{g. Cork tore into the Cats | TOOK CONTROL | message we wanted to cight minutes, but after
3 fres); Gamma OConnor (1-0); Orla and opened up a I Onee Kilkenny got to drive e," he said. that they just shut down
succession Crosiin (0-3, Fraes); Ashiing six-point lead. Although | grips with the game they | “We knew we were inthe | Cork. Claire Phelan
Thompson, Katring Mickey (0-2 thore was still Hime to | took control, gettinga | game, we had settled came with ball after ball
i —— ch turn things around, | real boost when Player | down - giving out wasn't | in the second half,
M_Mﬂunﬂrﬂ Dowling admitted the | of the Mateh Ann Dalton | going to be of any help. Colette Dormer and
Waish, Cobette Dormer, Michalln start wasn't what his | popped up witha If Dalton's goal was Michelle Techan gove
nd  Sigerson kept the  Teehan; Claire Phatan, Meighan side had hoped for. Uvaluable goal It helped | valuable, the second wiis | thelr all and we also had
;F;.-e&ug;d ticking over for  Farred, Davina Tobin; Anna Farred, “I'd be lying if 1 said push the Cats ahead, but wvﬂh_rh;t:ﬂ; m_in sold. ﬂ::ﬁnn:::f :::fprﬁi t':lh
Cork, but from six points up  Ann Dalton; Aufe Doyle, Laura : | Balf-time was cruclal” | the job, We asked

ind themselves one  grphy, Denise Gauk Katie Nolan,
lerﬁnﬂmal the break (1-8 10 Miriam Walsh, Mary 0Connell.
-7} Subs: Stefi Fitagerald for Murphy.
The gap was out 1o fiour 31 mins: Miamh Deoly for Teehan,
when Miriam ‘:’nlsh_ ;ﬂ 35 mmmn?& Hrﬂﬂmsﬁ mﬂm‘rﬂ for

. o hit that quick1-

Eﬁ:ﬁ?her xlsfm-t. but the final  Cork - Amy Lee: Meabh Cahalane.
“uar'tEr S HJJ!{-EI'IIIF deliver Laura Tﬁa'[m mh" Coppnger;
a different element to thelr  Hapash Looney, Pameta Mackey,

| said Dowling, “At the Meighan (Farrell) and
~ | break I'said to Miriam Davina (Tobin) to do a
Walsh that this was her | job marking Amy
half, to drive the team | 0'Connor and Orla
on - we were saying it ta | Cronin, two players
her all week about how jprmrrhm

great a player she is. She

took that on and took Year terms. 1 thought

inning performance. The  Laura Hayes, Katrina Mackey, otz ey byt
m:::l]ﬁwas throws down Lo mwmﬂm brilliant finish.” " and the flicks and hooks
B who tried to fight their  Orta Croni, Chioe Sigerson; L And while goals win | they got in.
O bk into the reckoning,  Colis, Gemma 0'Connor, Saoirse games, ny's “Our backs were
hut they couldn’t quite elaw  MeCarthy, Sibs By (1 o performance in the final | fantastic,”
the leaders back. Katrina for Mackey, i1 IU% ﬂ:"mmf stages drew of finished. lm
Mackey a ﬁshlln# mmﬁ ""::E praise from | they'll keep that going
Thmmnﬂhipﬁd pointso . maniger. for the final.”

the deficit. but the hig score  Referes - Oyen Elliott (Antrim).




Dgrwin Tobier T abwons fell
peal heliet, Mentafty, we're wiy
shronger. Phobe Laszlo Goceo

Killkenny's Tobin determined

Top class defender never
shirks the responsibility
of taking on tough tasks

DARAGH ]

0 CONCHUIR

FF the piteh, Davina Tobin s
passionate about beauty and
creativity, Having toyed with
the idea of jolning the Defence
Forces and An Garda Sfechiida,
and been accepted for training by the
Army, she decided instead to becomse a
halrdresser.

“The money was probably better”
the Urdingford native says with a langh.

1t hins been wall-to-wall appointments
at The Grafton Barber in Kilkenny since
Tuesdny's welcome return to work. Split
enids, visible roots, unconirollable hir-
suteness and homemade horrors have
e the focus of Tobin's hectic week.

You think she might hope for the
mavhem to start tapering off towards
the end of next weok, with the Liberty
Insurmnce All-Ireland sonior cihmogie
final against Galway taking place next
Saturday night at a floodlit Croke Park
But she doesn’t think that way.

"We're crazy, It's just a constant ow
of people. D'va know what? Its greal
It's great to be back bub we're not getting
much of & chanee to look it & clock of
anything. The day flies, A good few lads
have been cutting their own hair, so
we're doing a lot of 'fix me ups’ Coming
in with lines all over their head, their
friend had done it. Fringes all cut up
and wondering when it will grow back.”

Tobin didn't crnjoy belng confined to
dlomesthe barracks,

“1°d be very bad now. 1 find it very
hard to stay at home, to be doing noth-
ing. I'd rather be tipping away all day.
[ had daddy and mammy doing a fow
hettle bells and going for walks, s0 that
wis grand.”

Ba taking time off wouldn't be an
option, even if the 28-year-old hadn't
alrendy mizssed half o vears waork, 1f ghe
Is an artisan, enfoving cutting designs
customers show her on o phone into
their hair, she has always combined that
slde of her personality with i ferocious

work ethic. This is what we see more -

on the pitch. Prevention over the more
obvious apsthetics, though there is tre-
mendons skill in that job too, More often
than not, her brand of athleticism, eye,
touch and grit is deployed in a specific
marking role.

She gave a masterclass against Amy
O'Connor in the tao-point semi-final
triumph at Piire Uf Chaoimh. The Cork
skipper is lightning quick with a deft
touch, but she could not shake off the
black and amber limpet doing whiatever
it book to nullify her threat. In a game of
such tight margins, the execution of the
job description was critical.

Camogie has taken & back zeat due to
that work ethie and single-mindedness
too. And her desire for independence. If
she is utterly selfless in a team énviron-
ment, having to rely on others to dig her
put iz anathema for her. She did not pick
up a hurley for three years because of it.

I was working three jobs to put my-
self through college. 1 just didn’t have
the time to play. All three jobs were in
Urlingford so 1 was going home, getting
changed and going to the next job. You're
YOUNE, LEving 0 Fan your own Gar,

“] have two alder sksters and 4 young-
er brother; you don't want to be gng o
yvour mum and dad all the time looking
for money. I'd be very independent that
way, 1 always wanbed my own money,
look after yourselll

That she is one of the game’s clite
defenders is extraordinary given such a
backdrop. Her pedigree had been well
established as an All-Ireland winner at
under 16 and minor level but not playing
even with Emeralds, in her late teens
and early 208, had to hove inhibited her
develapiment.

She returned to the clab in 208 and
shone as they reached the county final.
Ann Downey called her into the county
squad the following season.

“When 1 did go in with Kilkenny for
the first time, we were only & junior club
at the time and the speed of the ball ...
oh my God, Tthought, 'I'm never going
to get back to this! It took me four or five
weeks to get back up but huckily 1 was
very it and that stogd to me”

"We put in the
saime amount of
effort as the men’

Tobin has been an ever-presant since,
adding a senior medal to her haul in
2016, She has been on the other side
of the verdict in the subsequent three
finals however and with a considerable
turnover of players this year, not many
thought Kilkenny would be back in a
fifth consecutive decider.

“There was probably a lot of talk,
some teams thought maybe we wera
just a team to get over to get to the
All-Ireland final, We had a few injuries
on the team ne well, Katie Power was
a massive Ioss, Edwina Eeane is gone
as well, Michelle Quilty — there's big
chariges on the team and girls that were
on the panel for three or four years are
getting to show themselves”

They were 1-3 behind in what seemed
an eye blink in the semi-final but doubt
never invaded Tobin's consciousness,
however,

“No way for a minute did 1 think,
"What's going on? or anything like that. 1
knew we'd pull it back. I always felt real
belief im all the girls, BMentally, we're all
way stronger. When that 1-3 went in,
I'd say everyone at hame was thinking,
‘0h God, they're finished), but you had
someone ke Mary O°Connell, a new girl
coming in, she got two big points in the
first half. Thiat just shows her confidence,
vou hove to believe in your teammabes,”

Believe too in your managemaent
and their tacties. Centre-back Meighan
Farrell was instructed to follow Orla
Cronin wherever she went. It was the
zamie with Tebin and O'Connor. That
left gaps that Cork exploited carly on.
Buit Kilkenny held firm, began winning
more individual battles in other parts of
the field and that space was no longer
an issue

=1t was a hard job, Meighan on Orla,
myself on Amy, Everyone had their own
jobs, the forwards trying to score as well,
Az Tong as we all trusted cach other, we
knew we coubd pull it off. Whatever they
ask I need to do . . . 1 probably am the
marker on the team and I understand
that. If its to better the team, I've no
problem doing it. Il do it all day”

A GoFundMe page was quickly set
up to help raise funds for the final and
though such fundraising isn't unusual
for teams of either gender, it attracted
o lat of publicity ns the debate on the
discrepuncy of State funding in particu-
lar betwesn men's and women's Gaclic
games codes intensifies.

“The first vear [ was in, we didn't have
any air time on telly, maybe the All-Tre-
Inndl. Every vear, you can sec & stepping

to lay down a marker in final

PATHS TO THE FINAL

GROUP 1
Oct 18: Gabway 517 Weexford 3.9
Now L: Gabway 313 Dffaly 03
Nov B: Galway 015 Cork 0-12

GROUP 2
Oct 17: Killoennry 0-15 Watterfiord 0-8
Oct 24: Hilleny 623 Westmeath 17
Now B: Hilkesmy 216 Limerick 0-8

stone. It is becoming better in terms of
coverage, which is great. Kilkenny GAA
have set up a golf classic for us to try and
raise money. They have alwiys been very
good to us and we get a lat af support in
the county. Wi put in the same amount
of effort as the men now 5o it would be
nice to have the same outcome as well in
terms of government fording. Hopefully
they will sort that.”

Galway broke their hearts last year,
having endured plenty of disappoint-
ment themselves over the Years,

“Anytime we have played Galway
in the last few yeard, we've always had
a hattle with them, They'ne amazing
camogie players. 1ts going to be a battle
next Saturday, We're just going to have
to give it our all again.”

In particular, the champions possess
& number of potential match winners in
attack. What role Tobin is deployved for
will be interesting indeed.

*“There's going to be a job for everyone

next week, Again, we'll stick to the plan®
And before you have time to follow
up.
“Now I don't know what the plan is
vet Daragh, 50 [ can't tell you that!®

Spotting the danger early, neutrakis-
Ing it. It's an art, Job dene.

R —— e —

Donnelly's
lucky 13 is

the ticket

for Armagh
CAMOGIE

By Daragh O Conchii
CIARA DONNELLY'S haul of 13
Van
All-Ireland Premier Junkor
Camogie Champlonship final at
Brefini Park.
The Orchard women overcame
a spirited Cavan challenge ona
0-19 o 3-7 scoreline with Donnelly
and sister Leanne combining for
17 points, and Eachael Merry
the other two scores.
ke 9 (i Sk e gk iy
o end, &
:wtﬂmm
having two opportunities in the

weakly with a better-placed team-
mate inside. Fitzsimons then
almost made amends from the
resuliant 45 when her powerful
shot was somehaw blocked by
Gemme MceCann
Cavan got off toa Mying start,
Orla Smith electric pace

to finish immediately from the
throw-in.
A brace of points by Leanme

Donnelly got Armagh off the
mark before Cavan's Edisin
O'Keeffe and Clara Donnelly
ol Scores.
Points from Fitzsimons and
Sinéad McKenna gave them the
lesd befare Rose Crowe-
Meleever drave shot
to the roof of the Armagh net just
before the waler
Crowe-MeKeover was her side's
fifth different scorer, whereas
Armagh were heavily dependent
on the Donnelly sisters.
The gume was polsed 0-10to 1-4
in Armagh's favour at the interval
but Cavan came storming out of
thie in the second half,
wiping out the deficit before
taking the bead within eight
minotes of the restart.
Crowe-McKeover struck for her
second goal with a stunning
groumd stroke and Smith and
(rEeeffe raised white flags
immediately after, putting Cavan
in front.
Armagh then moved ahead
through Leanne Donnelly before
Cavan came oice more, this time
McEenna's hiillst shol crossing
the line to put them ahead agai
Michae] Murphy freshened up
his side by introducing five subs
and that might hiwve been
significant, as Armagh scored the
last four points of the game
throuigh arch markswoman Clara
Donnelly.
I:‘lsewb:rr.l_lmvnw‘gulhn

Intermrediate Camag |
Wtunum
victory over rivals Anlrim

at BrefTni Park.
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Liberty Insurance AlHreland Premier Junior Camogie Champlonship final Armagh v Cavan (tomorrow, Kingspan Breffni, 1.45pm)

Confident
Cavan can
put cap on
rapid rise

BY SEAMAS McALEEMAN
F ";%_ URELY it could not happen

] that Cavan, a team mnot
—. in  existence this time
=i last wear, coubd win the

Alldreland Premler Junior
final just three weeks alter taking
:E_Em Junkar ‘B' grade MNancy Murray

L.

But goingintothis fknalthey actoually
have better form  than  Acrmagh,
particularly when eomparing thelr
semi-final performances.

Armagh - struggled too put  away
neighbours Tyrone in Crossmaglen
anid actually only took over the kead
in the last 10 minutes

Meanwhile, Cavan went down (o

Athleague, got hit with a goal from to get them over the line.
The Donnellys sisters, Ciara anc

Roscommon 0 the opening fAve

Add in that Cavan comfortably  and
beat the same Tyvrone side in the by Tyrone, although the supply of
Nancy Murray final the week before, good  ball coming through' was
and vou can see why they shoubd be  limited.

i Covan boss Jimmy  Greville
There s little doubt Armagh manoges o get the match-ups right

confident.

probably went inlo the Tyrone
game a litthe complacent. They did
not start Eimear Smyth and caplain
Ohrlagh Murray, but were lorced to
bring them an for the second hali
and the pair probably changed the
garme, with Smyth scoring both goals

Donnellys point the way for Armagh

Armagh 019

thie eccasion im dillerent games,

In the Mancy Murray Cup final all
minuies and recovered to'dominate  Leanne, and Rochel Merry are  six lorwarnds soored, with Orla Smith
the secand half and win comiortably. Arma?,h's maln  scoring  threats  and Shanize Fitzsimons doing most

they were Fairdy well subdued  of the damage.

Against Roscommon, there was
again a [air sprosd of scores with
Rivigin O Keele and Sinéad Mckenna
the main threat. That are reasonalily
stropg at the back oo with Erinn
in marking these Armagh attackers, Galligan and Ciara Finnegan driving
the Brefini county will a great  them from hali-back,
chanee of pulling ofl an undlkely
victory.

Cawvan are strong in attack and the
thing about an emerging team  a decade away
is that different players have risen to

AL first glanee, Cavan are very
Inexperienced as they are only back
at inter-county bevel alter more than

However, thelr club scene has

Cavan 37

Cavan haed already won the Mancy Muar-
ray Cup for the Jonjor A Championship
three weeks ago to mark Uselr first seazon
of competition after a 10-year sabbatical
and showed thelr quality at the pext level,

- e particularly in attack.
B BREFENL FARK Cavan started brightly, looking danger-

ouss when getting the ball quickly into their

was unlucky 12 for Cavan as Ciara  forwands. When Rose Crowe-Mcheever

Donnellyshotthe lightsout tobanish  drove a powerful shot to the roof of the

Armagh's nightmare of losing the Armagh net just before the water break
decider of four years agoand finally  they were on the front fool.

' become Iiberty Insurance All-Tre- Mot for the first time since the resump-

land premier junior camogie champions. tion of activity, the water break precipitat-

While Clara finished with 13 points, ed a tarnaround in momentum, which saw

* hersister Leanne tallied four and Rachael

Merry provided the other two points.

Armagh take the initiative, largely through
the accuracy of Ciara Donnelly, exhibiting

The result was in doubt right to the her unbque free-taking technique of run-

. end with this duel ending in a welter of

ning into the lift rather than the standard

stement as Cavan chased a levelling standing method
::Eand.hadtwuﬁppnmmldﬁmdwfﬂur Armagh led 0-10 to 1=k at half-time.

© minutes of njury-time

Bt Cavan stormed out of the traps, revi-

: Fitzsimons shotweaklywitha  talised, wiping out the deficit and indeed
=mm%dmwinﬁdeuﬂm¢n taking the lead within eight minutes of

Esglrru;mi,rn:.la.d-l!:

i her powerful shot from just her second goal with a stunning ground
! MH-WEM was bloched by

: Gemmn McCann.

amends from the resultant  the restart. Crowe-MeEeever struck for

Smith and O'Keeffe (free) raksed white
fags immediately aftor. Cavan looked like
seoring goals if they had sufficient supphe

But Armagh mewed twe points clear,
Leanne Donnelly bofting possibly the scone
af the game when winning possession
from a elearanee, flicking away from an-
other defender befone lifting and striking
on the run over lver right shoulder. Back
came Cavan once maore, this time Sindad
MeKenna's bullet finding the net

Michael Murphy freshened up his side
Ty introducing five subs and that might
have been significant, as they finished with
the kast four points, as Ciara Donnelly in
particular ook responsibility,

Scorers — Armugit . Oorelly 00 (4 2 45 1 Domnely 0-4
ke 02 1 v R Cremove-McKngvpe 201 & Mok 12
0 Serith, B i ) 02 w5 Fimimonn (L
Arsragh C Cwding 5 MoCann, H Wk, M Meshaeg A Harey
L. T 5 iiermare I, A Wiciabwor, € ibermy ) Mok L
Crommebly: E bickimna, E Semyth, C Dormesly Sebs: E 0 by
Fuarwey theEL £ (i for Mk (320, W Fota for Rchiban
{48} B Fresch for Mesban (531 L Seryth lor Sey' (581
G R By 4 Fromoggan, - CRarke, L Cabelk H Rl

€ Finpgua, E Galigan, R Croses- Mckope, | Magors: 5,
McKer, B Keefe, § Ficrimonms 4 Beyln, € Shabve 0

Raigin OFEeefies pass.

stroke, after initially failing to gAther  Seth S & Co for Crowe-Mckoevr (59

Refeener M Brvan (Tiooweard

Mallon inspires free-scoring Down:

Down = 4 wiwrdelb

Antrim 210

BREFFNI PARK

All-Ireland intermediate camogie champi-

wship for the first time in 22 years.
& ‘I‘]:Ir: Castlewellan star shaot 2-3 from

goals in response to
play, Wi Sth-minute strike for

Antrim finally breaking their yosuthfiul
o : and Roisin MeCor-
l'!'Eenng::rﬂ“E'U% the Saffrons attack

mick o Connolly provided
st times, “]"ﬁ.ﬂﬁip and Chioe Dmin

!n!‘luen’d:li fosil to Malkon,

of Sorcha MeCartan, Lauren Clarke and
Aimes MeAlernan were selfless in their
il
Further back, Graffin's sister Flon-
muala Carr thundered into the fray in
the List 10 minutes of the first half, the
39-year-old marking her 22 years of rep-
resenting Down at adult level in stirming
fashion alongséde fellow c-captain Karen
chfulian
[howm were not be denied despite the
shock of conceding a goal to MeCormick
after less than 30 seconds. It took five
miinutes for Derek Dunsve’s crew to regain
their composure but they were in front by
the 12th minute, Mallon, McAbeenan, Fanks
and Graffin ridslng white flogs.
Antrim were resolute and hit four of
{he rreset fivee soores (o establish a two-point
dvantage.
- 'mpmwnrﬁpnmﬂwmah]e,wim
threr ;uﬂnuindmmzumrm:r:‘ulnmm
mH:canmmﬂhnuﬂ:rﬂlmlemm
[!l}|IIT-Eﬂi-l'l‘E'BII.l|'I"-‘ﬂ'|'J-'IﬂTEn!:|. Graffin
goaled in the thilrd minute of injury-time.
That mache it 1-B 10 15 EL':;M“"M
bast Paul McKillen got the Tesponst
from his charges. Dobbin pointed carty

in the second half before Kelly drilled a
fantastic goal in the 36th minote.

A fine Mallon goal returned her side
to the lead. She follewed up with a point,
as did O'Hagan (free) and when Mallon
coneluded some deft footwork with &
resounding findsh the writing was on the
waill for Antrim.

In the end, it was Clarks who raised
the games final green fag, a fair rewand
fior et tirebess efforts, though wnfakr on
the vanquished side as a barometer of
their efforts,

Seorees == Dowe i Mallos 2.3 5L Grallin, L Clowke |2 eaclt
P i (5 (41, 145k A Mollponan (-3 5 MecCarlan 04
Mentrirm: ey, B MoCormick (7] B2 each M 0"Hesl 05 0510
Dol DL

D C Mchiorty;  Caldwell 0 blagee. D Harvtion, K
Mchbullon, F Carr, B Filppalricke & Kpem, P OHagas;

5 McCartan, 51 Geallin, N Walos;  Cowen, | (larke.

A Wil S C Rochs for Ipalrick (B0

Lawerby. M Kelly.  Diobing B bbeCormich Clara Laverty, '
i el Sk € MAcK o o E Liwerfty (800, 0 Doy
for Ciara Laverty {541 MA Deeselly for Pallorson (460 A
Desmelly for Chrinting Lawerty 601
Referee: J Hifferun Wkl

FITZ THE BILL Shanise FArsimons ia @ key pliyer i the Covon rnks, with her sconing prowess, and that of her Tefiow Torsarnds,
gning the Brefinl county & real chance of luming over Armagh Lomedrow aflanmoon

Ficture: INPHO

heen guite strong and Crosserbmgh
collected two Lilster junbor club
titles fn 2017 and I8

Armagh are a team in transitlon.
They only have a handful of players
remaining from the team that bos
the 2006 Bral to Carlow at Croke
Park.

Dhespite thelr wins CVET
Roscommon and Tyrone on the way
to this final, they are not playing
with a bot of confidence.

Cavan are af home i Kingspan
Bredini, have momentum and the
county is buzzing with the senjor
foothalbers aldo on o moll, An upset s
on the cands,

RESULTS/ LATEST - Liberty Insurance All-ireland
mtmsdiam_&mmlﬁﬂuniumhﬂmmmsﬂuﬁ
Finals - 05.12,2020




ide struck blow for

STANDING OUT FROM
THE CROWD: Delegates
atthe Cork County Board
camagie convention at

How 1970 launched a goln ag

THIS year markad the golden
annhversary of a piotal date in the
history of camogia in Cork.

The county bridged & 29-yaar
g in winmning tha AR-reland tithe i
T80, the sLan of & Iour-in-a-ninr el
sagnalled a shilt in dominancs n tho
spor away from Dublin 19 the Rebel
Cioasnty.

Mary Mosan was a member of
thal victoniows Corkl sanior camogie
squad who defeatod Killkenny in the
final, and recalled caplain Anne
Comerord, of Walengrasshill, “rac-
ing up the staps of the Hogan Stand
and holding tha O'Dully Cup alof,
io the ecslslic Cork Supporars.”

Mary went on to be the 18tk
Prasident of the Camagie Associ
atign, and has-lond memonies of
that day in 1870 whan Cork finally
qot back o winning wins.

The All-lratand camogia chams
picnships tn 1632 e, altsr
Dubdin wian the Nirat bwo, Codkl wan
e ol ihe rixd olght, up o 1941, Th&"_,r
produsced some legadn m-
such an Poggy Hogg. Kty by,

"l---r—-

@ By Therese O'Callaghan

Josie MoGrath Kalhlean Coughlan,
Lil Kirtyy aundd Joan Cotlar,

Howreor, a dispasto kapl Cork oul
of action from 1944 10 1952, and
great Dubdn teams dominaled the
chamgipnships, winning 18 of 20
fram 1947 0 1966. Coached by
Carrigbwahill’s Mall MoCarthy, thay
plaved with groal skill and passion
and wers wall ahead of the rest.

In the late 194608, little shools
appearad on the Cork camoghe
scena and new talant amanged,
Munsier Secondary Iticun was
elalmad by Cork in 1988, putting
Hannah Dinezan and Anne Mohudia
inihe spotlight. Sheita Dunne of Ca-
noves captaingd & greal UGG team
b Ashboiemie Cup glory. Mare Cos-
tirver fenedl Bdary o Ryain woang u pck
of tha 1967 Cork Secondary bam,

Cork had bwo teams, senior and
juric, in Croke Park in 1968, but lack
of experance on and off the feld
cost tham deary, Howeeer, playars
and mentors anmived home delar-

-

-rlx...

'-'I.

GLORY; The Cork team that won the 1970 Camegie All-reland, indueding
teen ace Liz Garvan (cirded, back row) and Mary Moran (drcled, front row)

rméned 10 mako o queck natum and
canve oul & happler cutcorme.
South Presantation PR made a
slonic brea h in 1863, litting
the Coek Senior G h-'p for
tha first lime. Goalkeepar Mal

Cumming, Hannah Dineen, Batty
 Anna Comerond and Mafion

arihy waie picked 1o lead the
change dor Cork. Thies beight young
stars shons in the. colours of UGG,
wia wara bo make 8 huge impacl

\ for Cork

wilh Cork; Liz Garvan and Rosse
Hanmessy were scofing forwards
while Pal Moloney was equally
impressive al midiield of in atack,

The 1870 team was completed
by the experienced Peggy Dorgan,
wiss won Seven county champion:
ships in the colours of Rowvars,

The final piace ol the puzza was
ihe appointment of Jack Dempsey
g8 coach. The ox-Cork and Black-
rock huder improved e akd and
fitss |eveds of the playens and gol
them 1o pley a8 8 feam and balisve
in thamaabas.

Cork defeated Tipparary, Antrim
and Kilkenmy on thes way 1o tha tille,
Garvan, 15, sicde thi show, coning
36 i the final, Peggy Dongan adding
2-1. Garvan, of St Als, bacama the
firat Camogie Prayar of the Year.

Az the crowd streamed away
fromm Groke Park, who would have
bilisved thal Igdu;n nixl 50 years,
Dubdin would oty CHvd REre
fithe 1o Ehair tally, as Cork socured &
further 22 10 put thorn o top of the
Rall of Honour, whins By remain?



the sisterhood

first Cork camogie club nded

E‘.lal‘.-'l!.'h'!u and took the name ﬁrﬂ‘“m -

&, Sean O Coindealbhéin (Conlon)

coached the team in the basics of the

game; his sisters, Kate and Margaret, and
cousin, Christina Coplon, also played.

SoalhAIng, ho e Eanio (O Bt Chob-

 Who became Id
mﬁlwn i ‘Eill 5‘.—_! i Ui Shit
& Tegal er imary ed t

Aloyzuis school, Cork. mﬁm’ﬁ’dfﬁﬁﬁ

she was 12 and her father sent her to Dublin,

‘F’hEI‘E she received her secondary education

e S s
HE
Mi’;"ﬁ'm Irish in 19a9. ;ﬂmm iy
et are no records of Ide Conlon playin

for UCC in the inter-varsit mmpetit&n. :11:

Ashbourne Cup, but she :3Ij|:{I play with UCC In

1538 and 1935 in the Cork Champlonship. She

remained a member of the UCC club for the

rest of her life.

The All-Ireland Inter-County Camogic
Championship began in 1932, in the sme year
Cork established its County Board. Many aof
the officers ware male.

The 15305 s a mixture of suwecess and sirife
for Cork eamogie. A mix-up in administration
saw Cork fail to enter the first All-Irefand
Camogie Champlonship in 1932, The

A great driving force in Cork camogie, [de Bean Ui Shé played a
pivotal role in advancing the sport — and at a time when [reland
was a patriarchal society, she took great delight in facing down the
men who tried to stand in her way, reveals DIARMUID O'DONOVAN

then elected Chalrperson in place of Lil Kirby'.

Her first year in the job was dogged by the
troublesame Anancial matters that eccupied
the Board's mind, but Bean Uf $hé did manage
to puat tve policies in ploce. She used her
old Dublin connections to organise a game
betwweon a Cork Schoals selection and Dublin
Schools selection, an event which became an
annual affalr until the Second Level Aldl-
Ireland Championship began in 1968,

Beain Ui She fervently believed there was nao
feed for a male invalvement in the affairs of
the Camogle Association. It was her opinlon
that women were capable of managing their
own affalrs, not just in camogie but in 1ife in
general. She showed she was to put
her betlefs into actlon at her first convention as
Chairperson at the end of the 1843 season,

Liam Dynan, the culgoing secrelary. was
opposed by Alice Quigley. The vote ended in a
tic, and fde Bean Ui 1isid her casting voie

in favour of Gukgley.

vear after, the majority of Cork de now began her reform. Firsaly,
clubs refused to 1n:fpnse n-ban on ‘hél;rglng Fms?:". 2 she revamped the Schools Beard
fnmtznﬂﬁamus and those which MPIONSNIP  and recruited schoolgirls as Schools
supported the ban broke away and season (fo Board Officers, allowing them to
I'uql._-ll_-nh:::l thelr own board for a short  gehieve an all- ?ﬁnsr&ﬁtmnrm: él.ur:ﬁd:;ﬂiﬂ of
= I;Il'l 1934, the Camogie Association female leader- She was mindful no doubt of the
imposed a national ban on foreign ship) was a small haemorrhage of effective afficers,

amis, similar to that of the GAA. price 1o pay.” like Lil Kirby, becase of marriags

iz reduced the xlrenf;\h af Dublin
in particular, and helped Cork to

win a1 three-in-a-row of All-Iveland tities from
1934,

The ban eansed trouble for Cork too when, In
ImT.aph:mrﬂ-uthCaraCIludhna Clulywas
suspended for playing hockey. This Il to the
whaole team leaving camogie and taking up
hockey instead.

Finance was alio an ongoing issue for the
Camogle Board, By 1834, It was S0 broke that
Louth paid for Cork to traval to their county
for the All-Ireland semi-final. Cork went on i

the title.
mfn 1I||9JII:I. ide Conlon was elected Registrar of
the Board. She had a poputation for wearing
the latest fashions and carried that sense of
siyle into her everyday life. It is rgf:lid she
always wrote with a =fpathered pen” and the
rolour of the feather w«u:{ulll change to match
olotr of her coat of 1o,
Ih?r‘f IE&LE. Lil Kirby. Cork Chairpersan ang
inter-county team member, was electe
President nﬂi& Camogte Association. Sh alan
st mersd o ST Gty e
CRImO e club, u
:;Ilggrlna m;:rrii;-d players (which lasted wntil
lﬂiﬂ}snilmesntihehad lun:ﬂm!‘ramplmdnl Ig
Travelling from Bandon o Cork regu ::r:;
during "Tlile Emurmr.l[ﬂ;nill}lg ration jdnw
rduous (ass,
s {:ijm?wn of Cork at the end ﬂ-u: z.m;t
o Copn aieo merrie {5, oy
[ '‘Shea W
g&iﬁ;:fi? U?:E and, upon marrying. lde was

and family commitments, The
Schools Beard intreduced hundreds
of girls to the game, while also prnvi-:]jn? i
steady stream of trained officer material for
thie Adult Boared and the clubs.

‘Also. in 1944, ot a meetipg to reform the
Miunaster Camogie Council, lie refused to pay
Cork's affiliation foes until a number of
demands were met, which inchaded that there
wotild be no male officers. The demands were
denied and Cork was excluded from the
kunster Champlonship.

At the next County Board meeting, UL Shé
eaid: “Missing out on & Champd waAsan
{to achieve an all-female leadership) was a

small price bo pay.

It would be eight before Cork would

rticipate in the Munster and All-Treland

nmpEJmtdpt again. At the end of thi vear,
the Board put forward a motion for Congress
stating “that no man keld an official position in
the asseclation™,

The Camogle (:umfre!s of 1245 did not
appreciate the trouble Cork was causing-.
National Secretary Jean McHugh reported the
Association had twice as many meetings as

1 becanse of “the affair in Cork”™.

‘de Bean Ul Shé wonld not budge from her
belbefs and quoted Pope Pius X1 to up her
case, "Oar y Father the Pope has.. calked
an Catholie women to take a greater intenest in
public affairs andd to take o more active part in
their administration.”

Even though Cork were not playing at inter
county level, within tho county inferest in
playing Camogie was growing rapidly. At the
enﬂﬂlmﬂmnmmﬂdummﬂ 1o B0
— up from 19 in 184,

In 1947, Imokilly won the County Senior
Championship with a win over Lo in
the final, Tt was a watershed moment. Imokilky
became the first divisional side to win i
champlonship, and Lee Hoslery became the
lasi toam o reach afinal

The newly-formed Blackreck club wan tha
senior champlonship in its first year in 1968
anil Glen Rovers wor ifs firat champlonship in

1950

Tie Rean Ui Shé stepped dowm a5 Chairman
in 1950, She was elected Hoard President for
1ifi, auowid remakned as & mentor bo the Schools

Board.

In January, 1951, a motion to the Cork
convention for Cork te re-join the infer-
caunty seene. Thore were moves towands unity
from the Camogie Association too,

The Secretary, Jean McHugh stated in her
annnal report: =The all-important County of
Cork remains outside the control of our

i=ation.

Eirlt wis necded nationalily, I8 cntered the
Munster Champlonship in 1952 and won the
pMunster tithe, it first in nine years, before
Iosing to Antrim in the All-Drelamd, semi-lfinal,

Al the Cork Convention of 1953, fean U
Shit mave & trivmphalist specch

“The Camogie Aszociation of Treland has
evolved From bielng an organisation run maknky

men tooone run almaost eptirely by wonien al
the present day... | am giad to say that Cork
played a decisive part in this evolution.

“For some vears, some of the men in key
!msitl.nns showed anything but a fatherly
nierest in the npmd—mmh?d;‘uuhg wenmen of
the Azsociation, and tried to keep them
sybmisshye and obedient. However, in madern
frokand, it is evident that women are now able
to rian thelr awn aesociations eMclently.”

lde Bean Ui 5hé, as Board President,
eontinwed to spealk at the Annual Conventions
for many years. In 19889, when a motlon was
nra 1o alkow the re-admittance of men (o
the County Board, she met it with a broadside.

“Sines 1922 women have been allocated 2
certaln role tn Irish life. The day is gone whin
Ireland's destiny can be decided by men alone,
arvd in this year of colobrating the jubfles of the
first Dail sltting, surely (re-admitting men) & a
retrograde step.”

She also spoke on the other topke of the day in
1| : (e dress code. Players wanited change
from the traditional gym frock worn by teams.

Ever with a Keen eve for fashion, Bean Ui
Shé zald: “Perhaps with the advent of the mink-
skirt, Contral Council should consider holiling
a fazhion competition among players to pick a
young designer to fashion a new uniform.”

She made a brief reurn to the Cork Camogke
Roard as an officer in the late 1970, and was
Vico-chairman In 1977, Registrar in 1978, ancd
Treasurer in 1979, By then her health was
5.}111:1: badly, and she withdrew from public

B

Bean Ui Shé died on March 23, 1986, and was
survived by her gons, Clan and Colm.

Among her legacy is that she began o debate
on the role of women in cansogle, amd in seciety
in general. She led her generation of women
towards tnking control of their own affairs.

Bince 1870, Cork has won 22 All-Treland
eamagie titles, and while the sport has been
overtaken in popularity by Ladies Football, it
is lkely, within the noext yvears, that those
g bodies amd the GAA will merge into a new
super-Gaelic Ganes naaudnllﬂh.ﬁﬁwlln will
{hen be stronger financiatly and in terms of
Tacilities.

The price for this merger will be that
autonomy may bo lost, and the influence of
men on the affairs of camogie may once agaln
b EM.'Imiu

would [de Bean Ui Shé have been upset
about this, or wonld she have deckared, a3 she
il in 1544 “Tt's & small price to pay™™

Her speeches over the years would suggest
she may well have choson the latter.

“For some years, men iried o keap
women submissive and obedianl...
Since 1922, women have been
allocated a certain role in Irish life. The
day is gone when Ireland's destiny can
ba decided by men alone.”



TOM LYONS looks at the very early days of camogie in West Cork

Here's how camogie came to
West Cork over 100 years ago

CAMOGIE came into existence
im Dublin im 1904, The word
‘camogie’ is the English versien
of the Irish word ‘camdgaiocht’,
which comes from the word
‘camdg, meaning a small
camdn (hurkey), The first camo-
gic match was plaved between
Keating’s branch of the Gaelic
League and Cochulainns, at a
fieds in Mavan on July 1 7th, 1904,

Although camogie, or la-
dies hurling as it was offten de-
seribed in the early days, first
sawy the light of day in 1904, it
wias not until May 1912 that we
read of its first introduction to
West Cork.

Maybe that might suggest
that the ladies of West Cork
were less emancipated than
their Dublin counterparts but,
in reality, it was an era when
WOMEn were nol encouraged
o take part inany kind of phys-
ial sports. However, a tide of
Gaelic culture was sweeping
meross Ineland, as evidenced, in
particular, by the growth of the
Gaelic League and the holding
of many feiseanna and aeridhe-
actanpa across rural Ireland,
These feiseanna included not
only cultural events but hurling
pames as well and it's no sue-
prise that the ladies wanted 1o
get in on the physical activitics
as well 2z the cultural,

It is probably true to say, oo,
that most of the men involved
in hurling in West Cork, intro-
duced only seven years earfier,
in 1905, vo the frea, were reluc-
tant to et volved with wom-
en trying to play hurling and
it ook owtsiders to bring the
game to the region, We can sce
this from the inteodisetion of
camagie to Skibberesn in 1912,

The very first mention of
camogie in West Cork comes
in Bandon in 1912, The Bandon
Radies were stirring themsolves
and in carly May they set up a
‘lndies hurling club’ (camogic
club), the first practice session
being heddin the famous ‘Bogs”
the GAA field on the banks of
the Bandon, now occupied by a
sppermarket.

The evening was damp and
the "going’ was not in the best
of condition, but, nevertheless,
the ladies appeared to enjoy the
Sport immensely.

A good crowd of boys and
young men watched the prac-
tice and were impressed with
the ability of the girls, ‘and
their dexterity in wielding the
camdns,’

There were few “croppers’
and the first practice was
o great suceess. Mr Thomas

hea, ‘of the local
branch of the Gaelic League,
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Altheugh camogie first saw the light of day in 1904, it was not until May 1912 that we read of its first introduction to West Corl,
deserves much eredit for start- =T
e vy VDY rstmentionfcamogien West or i LT
camogie club was set up in the  COMESinBandon in1912 iy
Ii;:ltlr village of Kilpatrick, near —— — - '
the town. The greatest credit >
was due to the secretary, Han-  Hall, to formally start a camo-  first goal recorded_was by Jo- SUHD_.AY; IUHE %hp 1914
ﬁmﬁ-ﬂwm ﬁdtﬁe?puiﬁj. gie c::am. = sie O'Sullivan of Clan Emer. B

mic Lyons. The ciob cou On November 16th, we read Al the players were referred - i : z -, ‘
fickd 2 team as sturdy and busi-  in the Skibbereen Engle that: to as ‘Miss, M. Dunlea re- OST Interesting Programme, in
ness-like as any in the city. "The ladies have made great  sponded with a goal for Clan . SLluding _Em by E“!‘t"

~We hear no more of camo-  progress with their hurling  nanGaedhal. Further goals for ~ Artistes, Musieal Items, Ua.numa

gie in West Cork until that No-  club, and, | understand that Clan Emer by D. Murphy, J.  Gold Medalists, Hurling FPuck,
vember when the game was  at the meeting held this week  O'Sullivan and K. Cramer gne  Camogie Contest between Two Cork
introduced to Skibbereen. This it was decided to hold a prac-  Emersahali-timeleadofS-1t0 ~ Teams, Don’t miss it. It is the firs
time it was a *blow-in’ who in-  tice on Wednesday next in the  1-0, with L. Stokes scoring the  gpportunity you have had of seeing such
troduced the gospel. Miss Cdit  Town Park. A club has also been solitary point, i t r Hornpipe competition
Ni Dhonachadha - staying at  started in Castletownshend this Diaisy Murphy, who was "all

Keenan's Hotel, Glandore - was
the representative of the Unit-
ed Irish Women's League. She
intended staying in the area
some time and, having promaot-
ed “‘Camdgeacht” in Dublin,
Wexford and Cork; she was
ANXIOUS [0 SeL up A camogie
club in Skibbereen, The writ-
er, Cum na Goaoithe, was totally
in Favour of setting up a camo-
gie club for the young ladies,
especially the middle or lower
classes, who got little exercise
in the fresh air.

‘T'think Mr PJ Cullinane and
Mr Jas O'Driscoll would be ex-
cellent organisers o get such
work underway, and when the
club has been formed the cailing
themselves could easily keep it
going’

A meeting of the Indies of
the town was fixed for Mon-
day, November sth, in the Town

week, sowe hope in a very short
time to sec a match between
these two teams.” In all proba-
bility, it was alsa Ciit Ni Dho-
nachadha who introduced the
game to Casthetownshend.

Unfortunately, no more is
written about the % of
both Ehhu:nrii’thﬂ;phmﬁd any
mtches,

Ax that time Kinsale was tak-
en as part of West Cork GAA
and the first reported camogie
match played in West/South
Cark was in Kinsale on October
Sth, 1913, A Gaelic carnival was
hebd that day in Kinsale under
the auspices of the South Par-
ish (Cork) Branch of the Gaelie
League and part of the events
were camogie and hurling
mitches. .

The camogle game was be-
tween Clin Emer and Clan na
nGacdhal, two' city teams. The

over the field," opened the sec-
ond-half scoring with a poinr,
and more goals followed for
Emers from Murphy and
J. O°Sullivan (3), with Mur-
phy getting another point,
Gaedhals” only reply was a
goal from Madge Murray. Final
score was Clan Emer 8-4, Clan
na nGaedhal 20,

Clan Emer were again in ac-
tion against another city team,
Emmets (selected), at the Dun-
manway Aeridheacht on June
28th, 1914. The Aeridheacht
was held in a ficld near the
Chapel Lake. It was the first
camogie match ever seen in
the district and was thoroughly
enjoved by the crowd who kept
shouting encouragéement to the
players.

"While the match was in pro-
gress many and varied were the
expressions ol opinion along

Here is amention of a camogie matchin West Corkin 1914,

the lines. Here was the interest-
ed follower of his club shouting
o the player to mind her place;
here was the delighted old Do-
heny footballer enjoying the
rare sport to him of seeing girl
knock girl or crack her with the
cam:dn in the shin in earnest;
here also was the old grand-
mother with her grandchildren
expressing her indignation at
the conduct of the hussies. For
my part | thoroughly enjoved
the display, for it is undoubtedly
a very good exercise for ladies
and a local club should be stan-
ed in my opinken.

Clan Emer emenged winners
by 3-3 to 3-0. Miss Dedia Coak-
ley, NT., Mr Juck Young, NT.,
Brother Carthage and Shamus
O'Brien were the main organis-
ers of the Aeridheacht.

In 1915 the young ladies of
Timoleague had tried to start &
camogie club, which had proved
succeseful for a whie wntil it fell
through from want of proper
organisation. However, in 1916
they had secured a very suita-
ble feld from Miss Griffin and
practised camogie every fine
evening. Their numbers were
grmall but it was hoped many
e would join.

‘Some members of the team
are very clever players and we
hope ko see them engaged in
a match with some other club
earlyin the season.”

-InPart 2 next week, TOM
LYONS will look back at
the 25t G

gt

Lo



A HR]L_LJ.-\I'-.“]‘ photo thar cap-
H.rr&d ssters Shirley and Azh-
ng Moloney embracing after

Courcey Rovers waon the club’s

first county senior ¢ i
! AMOogie
r:1!1amp:unshi1:- title f:-n:urcsgin
Sportsfile’s lapesy offering, The
I‘n]rrghr_-sf Season. .
_in Seprember, live-star
L1.11:I reeys defeated Inniscares
by 5-12to 1-12in the COUNTY Sen-
or decider to win the title for
the first time - and this image
captured that magical moment,

The Toughest Season = the
result of AIR parinering with
Sportsfile, the GAA and the
anuﬂi: Association - caprures
in 120 images the resilience of
clubs, fans, and communities
before, during and after the
Covid-19 lockdown. This pho-
tobook is a pictorial account
of how hurling, footbal]l and
camogie communities came to-
gether to support one another
throughout one of the toughest
vears in history.

All proceeds from the sale of
the book will be donated ro the
AIB Together Fund support-
ing Age NI, Alone, FoodCloud,
Soar and Pieta House, Ear-
lier this Autumn, AIB called
on those acress the country to
take part by submitting thetr
own images thar depict their
experience of ‘The Toughest
Season’. Along with Sportsfile
imagery, the book is comprised
of photographs from individu-
als across Ireland who have vis-
ually shared their own stories.

ING FOR HONQURS: The Cort

ourcey sisters feature in new bool
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This superb photo of sisters Shirley and Ashilng Mol after Rovers won theirfirst county senior club Stie
features in The Toughest Season by Sportsfile: SIE SOPORCIE RIAT CRNES FOMSEE WOn county camogie champlonship tite
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team who were defeated by Dublinin the 1957 All-Ireland semi-final, This team Included eight of these who started against Antrim in 1956 —
Lil Coughlan mmm:hum:mmmm.uuﬁmmmm#mmmhmﬂm;mnmuy and Lily




Courceys captain Karyn Keohane adds West Cork Sports Star Monthly Award to her growing collection ;

eohaneis
flying high
after

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

IT'S fitting that from Karyn
Keohane's home, high up in the
wwnland of Kilgobbin, halfway
between Ballinspittle and Ball-
inadee, she can see the lights
of Cork Airport in the distance
- because the Courcey Rovers
stalwart has been flying high
these past few months.

In September she captained
Courceys to the club’s first-ever
county senior camogie cham-
pionship title. Her feet haven't
touched the ground since.

That was a magical momerl
for Keohane and her team-
mates, as they blitzed Inniscar-
ra by 5-12 to 1-12 in the county
fimal at Castle Road.

Ir their 215t year playing sen-
ior camogie, Courceys” wait to
land their maichen title was over,

"The joy and the emotion wias
unbelievable. It's only when you
watch the match back that it
hits you,” Keohane says, after
shie was last week presentid =
vin Foom — with a Celtic Boss
West Cork Sports Star Monthly
Award for Seprember.

This karest accolade was for
her team-mates as much as her,
their captain fantastic insists,
but no-one will begrudge her
thiz moment of recognition &-
ther.

She'zone of the longest-serv-
ing plavers with Couwrceys. In
2008 she captained the club’s
jumior C footballers 1o a county
tithe and 12 seasons on she cap-
tainecd the club’s senior camo-
ghe team to an historc county
title. That's longevity right
there, But then again, shes a
very determined womnn,

"When 1 was in third vear of
secondary school | was the only
girl =till plaving sport,” she ex-
plains. Her love of sport and the
outdeors and her strong desine
povwin meant that dropping out
of sport was never an aption
It means tod mwch toe this Kin-
sabe native who joined Courcey
Rovers because she wanted 1o
play GAA. At the time, Kinsale
didnt have o ladics” GAA sec-
tiom, 50 Courceys was her route
to playing GAA - and she kasn't
looked back.

That county junior footbhall
tithe in 3008, Then there were
two seasons with the Cork sen-
ior B footballers, including an
All-lreland win in 2008, She
had to wain until 2014 for her
next county suceess, the Cork
junior B football title when
Courceys beat Dohenys to move
up to junior A,

In 2017, Courcevs landed an
IMpOrTAnE county senior camo-
ghe league tithe, Tt was followed
by a first county senfor camogie
championship final appearance
the next season which ended
in heartbreak, but, oltimately,
wias an expirience they meeded
o enclure,

In 2009, Keodame was picked,
by her teame-mates, 10 captain
the semior camogie team, but
then she received some great
news: she was pregnant, o
Detobor last year, Karyn and
her husband Ronmn welcomed

Kanyn Keohane captained
Courtey Rowers to colnty
senior glory in September,

‘It felt ke you were going tomeet your friends on
the beach rather than this big, serious conversation

inaclubhouse'

their first child, Lallah, The
niw mom's hands were full_but
Courceys was never far from
her thoughts, And there was
never & doubt in her mind that
she would return this vear,
Again, she was named captain.

“I didnt put any pressure on
mysell swyang that Thad vo come
back, bast I felt good.” Keohane
cxplains,

*I have been fortunate that 1
have had very few injuries and
I've always maintained a cer-
tain leved of fitness so 1 felt 1 sl
had something to contribute to
the team.

“Even when | was pregnant
last year I still went toa lot
of the training sessions and
mintehes, and T would have kept
that elose connecthon with the
peam and the monagement. 1
still wanted 1o play my part and
be there for my team-mates,
even when [ wasn't on the pitch”

This season, her comeback

year, has been the most uyusual
in living memory for most of us,
but Eeohane and Courceys nev-
er bost their focus. Instead, they
embraced the challenges, they
adapted and they pushed on.
As a result, their bond strength-
ened,

‘Given the Covid situation
this year the clubhouse was
chosed 5o if we had a match at
the weekend, we used o meet
at Garretstown Beach every
Saturday, Keohane explains.

"We used 1o walk along the
water, everyone would bring
their breakfast and maybe &
cup of tea, and we'd have a team
chat, It became more relaxed,
it felt like you were going to
feet vour friends on the beach
rather than this big, serious
conversation in a clubhouse,
That approach suited s, it was
very rélaxed and open. We had
a routine that worked for us
and we kept it for every game,

e

from the first through to final”

In a normal year, odds are
Courceys wouldn't have used
Garretstown as a meeting
point. Instead, it would have
been a dressing-room at the
clubhouse,

"We are so lucky to have the
beach 5o close to us but we
wouldn't have taken advantage
of it before, But when you do
have 1o think owtside the box,
and when the clubhouse wasn't
available, it benefitted us huge-
I, Even for next year, we are
already saying we need 1o keep
the same approach, go to the
beach, go for a walk,” Kechane
explaine.

Courceys approach certainly
paid off this season. Round by
round, they improved and im-
pressed, and Keohane plaved
her role. She set high stand-
ards, After one training session
they were told toorun wp the hill
outside the dressing-room at
the clubhouse. When they were
finished and still trying tocarch
thewr breath, Keohane asked to
do it five more times, Like we
said, she's determined.

It meant they arrived in the
final, against the Inniscarra

IF
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team that had beaten them in
the 20018 senior decider, hop-
ping off the ground physically,
whilealsoa lot more streetwise.
Lessons were learned and there
wis no way they were going ro
be caught in the headlights like
bwo years earlier.

‘In 2018 the lads were in
the county final as well, and
we probably started thinking
that we will all be in the lorry
together after, celebrating.' she
admits. "Even secing flags and
banners wp anond the village,
which we hadn't seen before,
you probably get caught up in
the MmOt

*Then there was the national
anthem on the day of the final,
We were sulll doing the warm-
up and our trainer was calling
aut different drills when the
anthem started. We were all
over the place to be honest, but
that experience stood fous!

Ahead of thiz vear’s county
final, there was a boombaox at
iraining. Every now and again,
someane would play the nation-
al anthem, just to normaliss it
Caurceys were dotermined mot

to be caught out agnin by the
trappings of the big day - and

they weren't.

Now, heading into 2021 as
champions, Courcey Roversare
the team to beat, and that's
motivation right there for Keo-
heane and Co,

“In the past we would have
been looking at the team who
wins the county final as the kev-
&l we need to get 19, 50 we're
well aware that every other
team will be looking at us and
wanting to beat us,.’ she says.

‘We know that people will
want to take us down but we
don't want to beé a oné-year
wonder, we fieel we can get bet-
ter and we want 1o keep this
journey going, thats a huge me-
tivation for us.

"Mow that we know what it
feels lile to win 2 county title,
we want it again and we want to
hold on to that feeling.”

For Keohane, a middbe child,
che deserves her name in the
headlines and a3 momedt on
stage all to herself, for the ser-
vice she's given Courceys and
the commitment she's shown
owver the years. And if her feet
don’t teuch the ground until
2021, well, she’s earned that
bos
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Character can lead Cats to

Robert Cribbin talks to Kilken

Brian Dowling

In some ways it w
Unenviable l?sl-: wilhTBSrI::
Drowling taking over from
Anne Downey as Kilkenny
Camogie manager, but thus
far it has  worked out
perfectly as he leads his
leam  into an All-Treland
final on Saturday against
Galway (throw-in 7pm).

A year where the sporting
calendar was interrupted by
Lovid-19 was far from ideal
tor the new Cats boss but he is
happy with how things have
gone thus far given the
circumstances.

“It's been a very strange
year with everything that has
gone on,” he said, speaking at
Kilkenny's media day at a
chilly UPMC Nowlan Park.

“The league didn't start as
well as we would have liked.
We lost here against Clare the
first day and we str
over the line against Offaly
before Cork gave usa bitof a
trimming. Looking back on it
the league was acetually a
positive for us as we found a
lot of new players.

“We were missing a lot of

Kilkenny manager Brian Doveling

ey e
Galway captain Dervan looking to fend off Kilkenny attacki

mrobert Cribbin _

& second year runmning
d Kilkenny will

the Liberty
|-Ireland Senior
Championship

For th
Galway an
contest
[nsurance Al
Camogle

Fi“ﬂllmﬂ;'n" be three months

later thnnlﬁﬁu?';:u;;:. ﬂa;;ew:
ams W
.-t::c[u:\inmnces with SHDI:%}.
looking to land the e
Cup again after E“:'Lrglml
u:ir:tnrinms in last wl::e.
kL 3-|4mn-1'}'5-|:|:-r£| i
N sarah Dervan cap

< ) as the Cats look
Saturday s All-Ireland final clash with Galway

1y

players during the leagee anc
these new players stepped up
and got game time. which was
important for their
d:relnpmanl.. Look, it's been
astrange yearwithabigbreak
lnthelmiddleni'il. . mgmﬁnv
oCciasions it looked like we
may nol even get a
championship - so we are
delighted where we are and
we cannot wait for Saturday
night.”

While the season was
broken into two. the players
never stopped  working
towards acomeback.

*There were a few weeks
where the championship
looked like it was going to be
cancelled, but the girds were
working sway on their own,”
he said. “There was a stage
where we had to tell them Lo
stop and pull it back a small
bit ms we didn't know if it waz
going togo ahexd or notand
you wouldn't have the energy
ifit diel ais a result.

“When we did get official
word that it was going back,
the girls were absolutely
buzzing for it the manager

way to that third ever
| Galwway and she will lead her
side out once more against
Kilkenny and knows the
challenge that awaits her side
on Satupday evening.
=Kilkenny are a brillianl
team and it's their fifth final
in a row,” Dervan said.
“It’'s massive for a leam to
onsistently competing in
?I'Tec All-Ireland final but 1
suppose we can't really focus
poo much on them,
=W can only think about
mt—-ﬂ!h'-e-s and what we can

to the game, They hove
:Enﬁ unbelievable players

y camogie manager
torward to

said, “Thelast few weeks have
been unbelievable as they
train together and play these
big malches, : '

“For family at home to be
abletowatch thematehes has
been a big plus” he added.
“The televised coverage of
hurling and cumuib& has
been brilliant over the last
fewweeks,”

The break gave Dowling
the opportunity to welcome
back the likes of Anna and
Meighan Farrell into’ the
panel and with Kellyann
Doyle getting extra time to
recover from  injury  the
enforced stoppage definitely
had some positives for the
Kilkenny camp.

“Ifthe championships had
gone ahead as normal maybe
Hatie Power would have been
involved, but Kellyann Doyle
wioulbdn't have been
available,” he said. “Anna and
Meighan Farrell weren't part
of the panel at the start of the
year either, 20 thers was
positives and negatives,

“We have the players we
have and we are very
confident in them,” he added.
“It's obyiously Very
disappointing that we don't
have on beard, but
that's the way itis now - every

“We can't keep
looking back to
the past,” said
Dowling. “We
can't be worrying
about what
happened last

year."

but you can’t get caught upin
that and worry. about what
they do.”

Kilkenny come into the
game on the back of a two
point victory over Cork in the
semi-final where they netted
two goals and Galway will
hove to stop that scoring
threat.

“Rilkenny Ll"lstthnr:I‘w
impressive aga in
the semi-final and they
seemed  to  have  their
match-ups right,” she said.

“They have a new
management téam in place
and look very fresh so we are

g

o

team has injuries and we fust
have to get” om with .
However we'd beeanfident in
the 15 girls that start and the
ones that some on for us.”
Eilkenny sealed  theie
place in the All-Ireland fnal
with & hard fought victory
over Cork, Despite being slow
out of the bhlocks in the
semi-final they still found a
way Lo come 'out on top, with
Denise Goule having a huge
bearing on the result.
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*I waas frustrated with the
wity we started agaknst Cork,”
snid Dowling. “1t shocked me
really, ns T 'was expecting a
huge performance from us
going down there.

GREAT CHARACTER

“After 10 minutes we just
didn't hit the ground running
and [ don't know the reason
wiy either - was it roma lack
of big championship games?

» Whatever it was, the girls

showed great character to

turn the game around. Even
by the first water break I
thought we had furned it
arcund and we were gelting
on top of Cork at that stage.
*While Denise Gaule did
miss a couple of scores, great
ayvers are ablé to come back
rom that and she refocused
and nearly socored every froe
after that and added on a
couple of points from play.
“She (Denise Gaule) also
won @ ball near the end that

going to have 1o bring our A
game - we can't wail for theny
toattack us.

“We have togoat itstraight
away because ifwe don’t start
right we won't be alile o live
with Kilkenny after 10 or 15
minutes.”

Theexperienced full-back
5 leading Galway into

| unchartered territory asthey

loak tawin back to back titles
for the first Lime ever.

The defending champions
beat Kilkenny in both the
ooy and 2015 finals so they
kEnow what it takes to win.
The games between the two

also tend to be high scoring | go in as

afFairs amd while Galway will

ourites o elose
gamee {5 5till 2

ng threat
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36 ki)l SENIOR CAMOGIE ALL-L
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RELAND FINAL 2020

Aobha O0'Gorman
DICKSEBORD

Claire Phelan
LISDOWNEY

Collette Dormer
BARROW RANGERS

Danielle Morrissey
CONAHY SHAMROCKS

——

Meighan Farrell

Michaela Kenneally
WINDGAP

Michelle Teehan
JAMES STEPHENS




Aoife Prendergast

Catherine Fol
DICKSEORD ey

WINDGAP

Ciara 0’'Shea Ciara Phelan
DICKSBORD DICKSEORO

Edel Coonan Edwina Keane
STMARTIN'S STMARTIN'S

Emma Kavanagh Grace Walsh
ROWER-INISTIOGE TULLARDAN

-
!
|

Laura Murphy Laura Norris
O'LOUGHLIN GRELS PILTOWN

Lucinda Gahan
DICKSBORD (CAPTAIN)

o g COMAHY SHAMROCKS

Sophie O'Dwyer SteffiFitzgerald
JAMES STEPHENS YOUMNG IRELANDS




Trevor Spillane .
tepilaneghikenmpeopiee
You know it's been a strange
year when it's the middie of
December and Denise Gaule
is talking about Kilkenny's
drive ta lift the ODuffy
Cup.

The timing for the senior
camaogie All-Ireland final may
have changed., but the urge o
be champions is the same.

“Sirange is one word for
it the Windgap playersaid as
she looked forward to a final
in the depths of Winter.
~However, If someone told us
wewere going Lo be backin an
All-lreland we would have
taken the hand off them, no
matter the time of year.”

Starling the new season
under a new management
regime meant Kilkenny were
hending into the unknown,
but their time together was
cut short when the league was
cancelled midway through.

*I chom’t know IFit was good
or bad as our league form
hadn't been the best, bul
COmEe championship
everything is different,” said
Gaule. "When we gol back to
Iraining we were all keen 1o
push things on and drive on.
Wewere happy tobe back and
i get the chanee Lo compele
for an All-Ireland.”

Coupled with all  the

=

Dormer

Robert Cribbin
m‘hart.:rihp'rrn@hllhawpu_qplf.ie

Collette Dormer has hesn
there and done that in a

Kilkenny jersey but the
Paulstown  star  is  nol
finished yel.

The wing back was o
driving force in  helping
Kilkenny to  their last
All-Iretand title in 2016, And,
despite the change in date for
this year's final, she is ready
18 she alwnysis,

“Preparing for  an
All-Ireland final in December
i= very different 1o a Sunday
afternoon in September, but
we are looking forward toil”
shie said,

“We are very fortunate to
be still playing. 1 _think
everyone understands and
apprecistes how fortunate we
are as o group to be still
playing and to be even getting
oution the field.

“The injuries to Kellyann
Doyle and Katie Power have

~shown us how fortunate we
are to be playing and not 1o
take any games for granted.”

change throughout the year,
being back with their clubs
before embarking on an
intercounty  championship
was anovel experience for the
-1

q‘ﬁrm nice having the
time with the club,” she said.
= At timesil feelslike you with
them a week here and there,
you never really get the time
to bond with the girls you play
with. We got a lot closer with
the girls from the club and it
was greal to be there for the
whole of thechampionship.

“Therearethreeofusfrom
the club on the senior panel -
Ganle, Catherine Foley and
Michaela Kenneally - soil was
great to be there to drive
thingson.

*Everyoné wants togowell
with their club first and
foremeost” she continued.
“The wiy the games were
played was brilliant as it
made for an  exciling
ehampionship - it probably
didn't go the way we wanted
in Windgap, but it wis great
to be able to get back with the
club and to give the time back
towhere westarted.”

Being back with their
clubs gave the players an
extra spring for intercounty.
Gaule reckoned.

“Club  training is so
different from oneclub to the
next, but the break from the
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county did us all the world of
good,” she said. “Alot ofus are
on the go with Kilkenny for a
long time without taking a
real break from it sowhen we
came back | think we were all
refreshed and ready Lo give it
our all, Everyone was buzzing
to be back. especially with
everything that was
happening.

“It's where we wanted to
be” she added, “going down
training with your
team-mates, 1t's something
simple, but it was brilliant.”

That recharged energy has
been apparent in Kilkenny's
performances this year. The
Cats roared through their
games, beating Waterford
{0-15 to 0-8) and Westmeath
(623 to 17} in the group
stages of the championship.

“We went well in the
group,” she said. “We had a
tough  game against
Waterford on the opening
day, ezpecially in the first 40
minutes, but we ground il
cut, We really performed in
the Westmeath game, playing
as best as we could against a
confident side who had just
come up to the senior grade.”

Coupled with a 2-16 to 0-8
win over Limerick, that 100%
record saw them skip the
guarter-finalsand go straight
through to the final fourand a
meeting with Cork.

E ALL-IRELAND FINAL 2020

*The game with Cork was

strange as we had been

written off beforeit,” she said.
“That didn't put any pressure
on us, bt it did give usextra
motivation  to  perform.
Where else would youwant to
benat Cork only in Cork?™
Kilkenny didn't have the
best of starts - they trailed by
six points after just eight
minutes - but the team dug
deep for a battling win.
“That was the type ofgame
we might have lost in the
past” she said. "It was a
brilliant win. I don't know
how our backs (Kilkenny
eame through a tough spell of
Cork pressure as the Rebels

chased the game in the
second half) but they put in
some performance. After the
final whistle the relief we falt
al winning was something
else, However, we know there
is a higeer challenge ahead. It
took a big performance to get
to grips with Cork and we
know that if we make a
similar start againat Galway
things may not go our way.”

The win over Cork, not o
mention  how  they've
overcome the hurdles put in
place by the sporting
upheaval caused by the
COrOnavirLs pandemic,
typified the character in the
Kilkenny ranks.

Wi needed a .
performance like that” said
Gaule. “We hadn't played as
}Mlﬂ“ we can; it wasn't 2
rev-flowing game we played,
bt sometimes grinding outa
win like thatis better. Youcan
learn more aboutl yourselves
from a game like that.

*It gave us & big learning
curve,” she said. “You want to
take something from every
ﬂdme vou play. A day like we

in Cork shows the
character that's in the team,
everyonewas pulling for each
other. Now we have to bring
that momentom  and
workrate intothe final.”

Kilkenny lost last year’s
final to Galway, bul the
players won't dwell onit.

“There have been so many
years that if you were 1o look
Back now it wouldn't do
anything for you,” she said.
“You have a bit of hurt that
you want to carry in. but it's a
new year and  feels
completely different. We
have things to learn from kst
year's final, which s
important, but for me a lot of
it is about how things go on
the day. Hopefully well get
the performance we
from  everyone  because
Galway aré a serious leam.
We'll have it ail to do, but it
should be a good mateh. We
both want Lo go oul and just
play and give our best.”

The game might be in an
empty Croke Park In
December, but that wonl
deter Gaule and her
tearmn-mates from their aimto
secure the O'Duffy Cup.

*Aslongasit'snotsnowing
we'll be alright!”

hails squad effort ahead of Croker clash

[royle has since returned
from her cruciate ligament
injury and appeared as a
seeond half sub against Cork
but with the likes of Power
and Michelle Quilty
unavailable the team does
have s changed look about it

The side wasn't fancied to
reach the final in many areas
but they remain unbeaten
after impressing in their four
games thus far.

Victories over Walerford,
Westmeath and Limerick in
the group stopes arrived
before goals from  Anne
Dalton and Mirlam Walsh
helped the Cats to a two point
vict over Cork in the
semi-final n  Paire U
Chaoimh.

"1 think the championship
has gone well.” said Dormer.
“We had three tough gamesin
the group. Going into the
Cork game we were slow out
of the traps, but it went well
lorusintheend, Hopefullvon
Saturday we can all click
together and perform.

"Cork was a huge marker
for us and it kind of told us

mmhm' tﬁ%umﬂ_ﬂﬂf

where we were at because we
had the three week liyoff
between matches. Toget back
up to that level is great for

us,

All of Kilkenny's games
have been played withlitthe or
no spectators present. While
it was strange for the players

at first it's something they

have slowly got used to.
=T uz playing in front of
no crowds hasm't  really

affected us hugely.” she said,
“The only timeit really had an
impact was after the Cork
game as we didn’t know what
todowith ourselves is we had
to get out of the dressing
rooms as quick as we could
but vet wedidn't want toleave
each other’s company.”
Kilkenny are more than
familiar to the cccasion of
All-lreland  finals  after
competing in the last five.

While it will be different this  being present in Croke Park
year they still won't be after only the matchday
lacking for motivation ahead squad was permitted over the
of a tilt at the defending lastfewweeks.
champions Galway. Thenm*sm:mansaﬂmk
“Itsashorterrunintothe  toDormer, bulil's soms
final this year and getting the whole squad ks delighted
there for the fifth year in a  with. '
row really shows the “It's huge to have everyone
resilience in the panel and  there” she said. "It was
the driving forcethatwehave  heartbreaking last week not
im there,” Dormer added. having some players m
“If we can go out and attendance and it was awiul

perform we can show any
i saaser

n for you an you
stickatitand work hard itwill
happen.

“Going  into  every
All-lreland final you always
have the motivation. We've
had tough battles with
Galway down through the
years and it’s been tit for tat
with ezch other so it's about
us getting up to the level and
performing on the day.” she
added

A major positive for both
sides ahead of the final is the
fact that the GAA and the
Government have both given
the green light to full

for Brian and even the girls
themselves watching on =0
youjustwanted towin inCork
for them and make sure thal
they will be there the nexi

day.

“Iv's a full panel effort and
you need everyone p
s0 with the way this year has
gone anybody could be
starting. That's the wey it is
with everyone pushing each
other and it's giving the
man el  team A
headache on who to select.:

“Wiearelooking forwardto
it W know Galway isgaingte
bea tough game so we needto

bring &




Fictuie: INPHOTan Sheridan

Cats skipper Gahan still can't believe
All-lreland final dream is coming true

Al-keland Seniol Camcgia firng
Galway v Kilkenny

Lucinda Gahan can't quite believe that

this Saturday evening she wifl caps “
Kilkenny in an All-lreland senior Cams ek ¢ . T . it lh
that | would be back at this level.

had no camogie clubs so 1 did a bit of
Gaelle football there, | gol involved in
running then and did some marathons.
1 noeded to get invelved in something
alse when camogie wasn't there,”
Gahan rocalls of her time away from the
garme. After CardifT, 1 did & wear In Aus-

ewer would have imagined
Pictuse: IMPHO/Dan Sheridan

g come back it's greak bo
vesdl. 1§ was my
put the idea in my head o join the local
team and they ve boen wery welcom-

ing off almost
Gahan is mora
when you consider
fain [or the 2020
the first seve
without playing a single

player wivd wWom
minor medals
d zond, adding

han

o Ninal.
IIﬂ']‘hue digbelict dri
every word utte
than justified
t{ukernr‘s Lt‘ap
campaign wen
the Iast decade img.”

That local team iz Dicksbaro and
when the club edged out Piltown in lasi

three All-l ralan year's Kilkenny senior camogie final,

between 2005 an

“It"s what you dream of whon yon
are a1 voung girl. Yoo are brought up
plaving camogie, all you do is play
Camagie.

“Wiwn 1 went awnay at 20 or Z1 years
af age, 1 never would have imagined
that | woubd be back at this level,

“I'm 31 mow and vou gquestion when
wodl comer binck: *0d, I'm (oo ol 10 Comye
buick.’ You never aro, And there's still a
mnm achlove ai that age. I never tod
“Ewven just settling hack in im, got-
ting to know people again, all the social
inclusion.

“It's good for your menial healih,

wsical health — there's just 0 many

nefits,

“I'm delighted to be back plaving and
:t's a dreami oo troe o have come this

L.

Ciahnm has been unable o broak onbe
the starting team during Kilkenny's
run toa ffth consecative All-Treland
final appearance and doesn’t see much
relevance in the final heartache en-
dured by her team-mates in 2007, "18,
and “1%,

=W A BIOW nw.'ru?ummlmnh new
panel. We haven't really dwellod on kst

“The fecus is all on this vear and
wo're just staying positive. The past s

Gahan was not onily called up to the * the pa

timie thors wag short enough so |
focused on travolling. 1 wasn't
gure | was golng to come back 1o
traland, 50 1 never imagined I'd be hack

Again.
back to Ircland in 2008,

intermediate slve

Imost eight
whers camogie was 0o

Cardiff, But they

2010 and there
syear stretch
t part of her

!l;nel. ghe wis handed tho
22,

hegan an a 1 just can’t belicve I'm here as
taln of the Kllkenny senior camogle
=T gpent six years (111 “I only came

Kilkenny's last title in 20168]. 1t"s 2008
when I won my last All-Ireland so it

L8 el
“We're all just so determined to ge
thore this year, 14 been a long H
A
very long tme agoe.” .



Weddi
Dervan

Allireland Senior Camogie final
Galway v Kilkenny

Saturday: 7pen, Croke Park
Referee: Dwen Elkol {Aniim)
TV: RTE

Eoghan Cormican

Lasi Friday's Zoom call with Sarah
Dervan threw-in at 2pm.

The conversation was roughly 24
minutes obd when the Galbway camogle
eaptain rovealed that instead of sitting
in front of her laptep Nelding questions
an this flrst Friday of December, she
shotld be standing at a4 church altar
petiing marricd.

The Galway full-back and her
pirtner had initially planned to He the
Enot on March 28, but lockdown

n one puf padd to those plons amd
&0 Eﬁdur.-‘Damﬁnth:erﬂ wis settlod omas

pl

PES

thilr now wedding date,

Having discussed the postponemeni
of her first wedding date carly in the
Zoom call, Dervan, most anderstand-
ably, did not immediately volunteer the
fact that she should be celebrating her
wisibiling day insterd of chatting (o alap-
top sereen full of journalists. That was
until this writer asked had a second
date been tried for in

T wais hoping to avoid thst guestion,”
she says, with a laugh.

“My second day was supposed to be
today. 1've never een so thankful thad |
have something else to think about in
camogie, 'mthrilled | have an All-Ire-
land final to look forward to rather than
thinking abxast this."

The deckskin to postpons for & seeonid
time, Dervan explains, was taken back
in August amid the uncertainty of
where the country might be In the first
week of December and what the day
ftself would look like.

] just got so sick of watching the
news, seeing the numbers, and them
onily going the wrong way. The pressure
of irving to decide what to do, will you
have your suppliers and all that again?

“Making the dectsion was probably
one of the hardest things te do, but

there was nothing but reliel once it was
made, It was great to have it off your
shoulders. 1 Just threw mysell into -
mogie and I'm delighted to be able to

howee i (o keep me i
The wuplepwﬂlmimn;&njn for a thied
1

thrme in Movember of 2021,

“W Just pet so worn out planning. o
I just wanted a break from it all. We
wiirre happy enopgh to move it ok, so0
that's what we dkd.

“Thire are plenty of players who had
to [postpone thelr wedding dates].
Thers's Miamh Kilkenny and a coupls
on the Kilkenny team. That's 1ife, you
can't change it. 1'11 look forward to it
again when it comaes around.”

Through all the planning and post-
poning, the long-serving player — who
stands ;ﬁé I:l::]u_r i‘rn;tﬁ!:emm%f the
first ca ¢ player vEars fo cip
fain her county to back-to-back All-Ive-
lands — was so incredibly grateful to
have camogic.

Fven during the “very lonely®” period
of GAA Inactivity, the six-4ime All-Star
nover relented, never stopped training.

=I"ve never appreciated something in
my 1ife as much as [ have camogie this
yvear, because it’s really taken me
through the lows of the vear,

“You kept telling yourself camogie
would be back because §if youn doubbed it
fior a second, you wouldn't do anything.
With the mental side of things, o b
ahle to po oul and do a running session
or a bodywork sesion at home, you feel
g0 much better afterwards,

“Lots of people told me T was mad, but

+ theularly when you've been

ans twice hit by lockdown but
final goes off without a hitch

[
[ just took it that camogie wnul?ﬁp
back. Anyone who tobd me differently, 1
just stayed away from them. 5o [ lost
myself n that aml Kept going, kept my-
sclf ticking over through leckdown,
And now, 1o be In an All-Ireland final,
it's unreal.”

Df course 1t wasn't easy being ro-
mavid fromm (he team environment, par-
ling on
the Galway shirt at senior level since
the end of the noughties.

=“Pucking off o wall on your own just
lsn't the same as going down to the
pitehy, meseting the girls and having a bit
of craic, When you're in & routine like
that, when you get up every morning,
go to work, come home, go training,
that’s your life. So for everything to be
tuken mway, T etruggled for the first fow
weeks to figure out what I\'ﬁ'ﬂ.'iﬁufmd
to be doing. It was really kind of lonely,

“You had your up dayvs when you
thought, ‘yeah, it'l] go ahead, stay doing
what vou're daing’, but then you'd have
vour low days when it felt like too much
of a struggle to ran around your lawn
and el have anyvone to talk to.

“Omne thing that really stood out
through Covid was how wa Kent our
communication going. We kept each
other going. They are a special bunch of

irls, we look after each other. It's a
ovely set-up tobeinvolvedin, I'mlucky
“:l'h E‘Bl}lﬂlﬂ-" ‘1 i 1 i ¥ [

“It’s hard, even though we know we’re lucky,

Inleedd two of the Kilkenny defend-

The 31-year-old architect technician is
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i has bocen that kind of year when While mast of the postponemenis n?mm Aty
health and safety are foremost inmost wene due directly o the heavy restric- Er, apecund wmlhemp
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TRy Concerm. but we postponed it months ago when : i:ﬂlhﬂp-h;i&_ _ mﬁmmm
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Kilkenny ace Dormer

happy to play
the waiting game

Al Inpfiand Senior
Charnpianshin Final
Galway v Kilkenny

Eilkenny camogie star Collette Dormer
has surfed the changes and challenges
of ihe coronavirus pandomic like thoo-
sands of others,

With her mother, Ann, having sur-
vived a two-yvear cancer ordeal, her wel-
fare in the midst of a global pandemie
wis the family's primary concern.

After that, there was the planned
wedding to Liam Barron. Actually,
seratch that. The wedding was third,
after cm L

Pastponed nuptials have been part of
Covid-19's collateral damage,

While most of the postponements
were due directly to the heavy restrie-
thoms in place dike to Covid, it was the re-
structure of the All-Iraland camogio
championships that forced this rear-
rangement. *Our first date wis Movim-
ber 20 but we postponed I months ago
gollg abead it's fanay, peoplo think 1

n '8 0y, think it
ﬁsﬁuﬂd that 1 hal Fmﬁtt?pnﬂm for.”
She to “Bul technically, it

Wit “the )
A Tullogher-Resbercon man, Tiam

gtz b So MNovember 2021 it s

It ks flbastrative of the commitment of
Dormer amd hor peers af elite sporting
level. The 31-year-old architect technd-
clan is putting far more inte camaogie
o than she did when brought Iul:ﬁw
senbor squmd 14 vears ago as a superh
talent with two minor and one U6
medinl already packed away. The full set
was completed with the addition of in-
termediate and senlor titles, the latter
in 2006 twinned with a second All-3lar
for the Panlstown ace. The levels of
prejparation came into line with high

rformance sport and though many of

er former colleapies have fallen away,
ghe |2 fecling befler than ever,

“We're not that old now,” she ¢x-
claims with a laugh ahead of tomor-
row's All-Ireland final with Galway at
Croke Park.

“Mysell and {Anne) Dalion are push-
ing all the young ones. You're only as
young as you feel or as old as you fesl,
e Fadedy pood and happy 1o stay poing.
When the body starts breaking down
you can start thinking about stepping
awiy buit I'm defighted o be still con-
tributing this year,”

Kilkenny had just nine of the team
that started last vear's All-Ireland final
defeat by Galway starting against Cork
in the semi-final at Pilce Ui Chaoimh 13
davs agn,

hat is significant turnover and
glven that 30 many less experienced
players have come into the fold, it
sewlnis, you venture, o considerabie foat
to have reached another All-Ireland
givien the concerns raised in some
quarters abont this team’s waning
powers. “When the final whistle went,
the feeling was savage. You're 14
muonths trying to get back to Croke Park
to ey right the wirongs of bt voar, That
EAme was pure emotional for us. Kelly

Kilkenny's Collette Dormer says semi-final
elash with Cork was emotional for squad.

Ann Doyle coming on with 15 minutes
to go. Who could have predicted in
March, that she woild kave been play-
ing in an All-Ireland semd-final? It was
apainst Cork that she did her cruciate
Just before lockdown and to come on in
thatl gamae veas huge. It just shows the
]I;!a!-ld work and dedication that she put

Afterwards, many of the players
made thelr way o Kate Power, tho star
attacker wiho has rubed out by a broken
knee gap,

“Many of us are playving with Katie
sinco we're 12, 13 vears of age — It was
just heartbreaking that she wasn't on
the field with us. At the same time she
was irying to push us on the best she
could. She was all positive, 1f wasn'l
abspat her it weas about the team. ‘That's
the: person she 8.

It speaks of & united group and that
comes through agaln, as Dormer dis-
cugses her mother firsf in the current
climate, hefore speaking about the new
challenges of playing amld resirictions.
She iz aware how fortunafe they are to
play this champlonship. But it s tough
meénially and that the full squads will e
permitted to attend Saturday under the
rolaxed gubdelines is & relief. Bat that
family won't, Is a disappointment that
must bo parked.

Yo just con’t be too cireful with
Mam with Covid bul she's the heart of
the family. She's driving us on. It's
heartbreaking for her, and for myssif.

if you were playing a Mickey s
malch In the ficll, she'td be the first one
thare,” she aclded.

admits Cats’ Dormer

*I'm fad and hapgy 1o stay made thelr way to Katie Power, the star
dlonwn you can start thinking about ke cap. Trspeas of 2 united group,
xl?plngnmr'hml‘m ted to be “Wic kv we're so fortumate and so
still contributing this year” lsekey s e erabming and a this
Kilkeny had just nine of the team time of the year, for our lives i bealittle
that started last vear's Allireland final  bit normal. But even after the game. we
defeat by Galway starting against Cork didn't knoww what to dowith oursehies.
- in thie semi-final at Piire U Chaoimh kﬂuhmﬂmdanmhcfnﬂhh
13 days ago. That is stgnificant umeover same?
and given that so many less experi- “Whoever wins and loses, you're 104
enced players have come into the fold, it goéng towant o gooff the ficd, you're
SEEIS, YOu veniure, o considerable feat nﬂmmv@mhmm
1o have reached another Al-réland. beratse that's it IUs just so and
“\When the final whistle went (against  it’s ard, even thosygh we know wee
Caork), the feeling was savage. Youre M fucky” ;
mlsmhmhgﬂﬁﬂaﬁr:: A reminder that these playersand
10 the wrongs year. menlors deserve ol S
Afterwards, many of the players 0Dy Cup.
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Kilkenny look to put run of final
pain behind them against Galway

Mary Hannigan
Both sides are built around
watertight defences but
Kilkenny's attack looks to

hold anedge

Galway

v Kilkenmy

Croke Park, TOpem. RTEZ
There might have been nothing typical
nhul.n-mrj 1 12 months, but for Kilkenny
there'sa familiarity 1o how their yearis end-
ing. the county having reached its hifth
All-Ireland camogie final ina row and, re-

markably, its seventh in eight years.
They ﬁaw:. though, suffered a whole

of heartache in Croke Park during
E'Iztpspelj. losing five of their last six finals,

including the last three, and if they're go-
ing to get their hands on the O'Dufiy Cup
on Saturday night, they will have to getthe
better of the team that beatthem kst year-
Gialbwiy.

Kilkenny manager Brinn Dowling, who
sucoeeded Ann Downey when she stepped

down after the 2019 final, has, though,

been able toname a side that includes eight
of their starting line-up from their 2016 suc-
cess, including twa former players of the
year in Ana Daleen znd Denise Gaole. So,
there's na s& of pedigres nor players
who know Croke Park doesn't abways have
1o be a bleak hoase.

Troubles

They haven's been without thelr roubles
this year, lesing the hugely influential Ka-
tie Power ton broken kneecap sustnined in
2 training mateh in October, while Kelly-
ann Doyle only returned fo action @ the
semi-finals after suffering a cruciate lga-
fREnt injury,

Bt Dowling will take heart from a, thus
far, unbeaten Championship campaign,
Kilkenny topping their group with three
wins out of thrse before owsting a fancied
Cork side in the semi-finals. They showed
plenty of steel in that display too, having
traited by six points in the early stages, a
gutsy defensive effort in the final quarter
giving them a rwo-point victory, _

“When the final whistle went, the feeting

wis savage,” zibd Callete Dormer, aneth-
er of the team’s 2016 winners, “You're 14
manths trying to get back to Croke Park 1o
try right the weongs of kast year, That game
wiks pure emodonal for us.”

Bun Gahway have suffered their fair
share of Ceoke Park woes too, lasi year's
suecess thedr first since 2003, which was
only the cousty’s second ever camogie
Alk-lrefand title, theirmakden trium phcom-
ing in1996~having lest all nine of their pre-
‘ You're 14 months

trying to get back to
Croke Park to try right the
wrongs of last year

vipus final appearnces.

They're now aiming for their first
rwinea-row. which, il they auececeded,
watild make Sarah Dervan the first capeain
to raise the 0CDufly Cup in consecutive
years since Dublin’s Kathleen Ryder
achieved the f=atin 1966,

Dervanis atthecentre of a full-back line,
with Shauna Healy and Heather Cooney el
ther side, that 't coneede a %uqlw [
ther Cork in the group stage of this year's
Championship or to Tipperary in the
seeni-fnals, six points their winning mnr-
gin, the captain the player.of the match in
rhit encocnter. Nor did they shipa goal to

i Gatway captain Sarah Dorvan with
Kilkenny's Denise Baule in Last year's
final. Dervan is aiming to be the first
capiain to [t the trophy in consecutive
years sinoe 1066, FHOTOGRARH: B0

Kilkenny in last year's final, despite being
up against ausually prolific setof forwards,

That contest will, then. e key again to
the outcome of this final, as will the ane be-
tveeen a Kilkenny defence that was so reso-
lutein their semi-final apainet o Galway ar-
tack that saw all six starting forwards get
an the scorcsheet against Tipperary, Mot o
mention the midfield bardle, Galway's fea-
turing the 2019 player of the year and the
player of the match 14 months ago, Niamhb
Kilkenny. [

Whatever the cutcome, it will be a

oecasien, under the lights at
gﬁfﬁrh.mmihﬁdd brighiness at the
cadofa dark year,

AL W'Y 5 el S Hiealy, 5 Donancapl) b Coorey £
iy, T Meny, A Donohus M Kilevry, Clcian C
WHMWHWJ:W&“L
[ty S Bt B Blac C Pt AH 5w C
m}umsmmmﬁﬁml
C H FS o




'l was delighted
because |
didn't want

to disap

Yoy are patting on a brave
face {he w El' tima, to hﬂ'hﬂul;i
o5t says Katle Power, 4 m
frank acdmiszion from the side-
Hred Kilkenny forwanid,

Power is long acquainted
with All-Irelamd camogie final
wick. Since the summer of
2004, which began with her sit-
ting the Leaving Cert and fin-
ished with her lining out at
centre-forward In the All-Tre-
[and senior final, there
haven't too many Septembers
where she wasn't mentally
and physically preparing her-
solf for involvement in camoa-

°s higgest day,

gbr-:‘l. nd while the end result
has only onee fallen her and
Kilkenny's way in thelr last
soven attempts, the woek lead-
ing inito the All-Ireland iz, she
says, her vourite of the year.
The only other weak that
coimies close is Christmas.

A somewhat welcome co-
incidence is that the Iatter §s
only areund the corner given
Power will not pull en the
biack and amber jersoy at
Croke Park this evening as
Eilkenny make their Latest bid
for glory,

Six days before Kilkenny's
champlonship opener in mikd-
Dfiher, the 20.vear-old's sea-
son came — quite literally —
tumbling down. During the
gecond-half of an in-house
pame at the O'Loughlin Gaels
graund, Power set off in
pursult of Miriam Bambrick.

All-Inalard Semor Comogie
Charroionship Fir!
Galway v Kilkenmy
Todsy: Cioke Park, Tpm
Redeceat: (i Bl (Anifim)
TV: RTE

Eighm ﬁbﬁniua_

Katle inkes up the story from
hore given she's raplayed it in
her mind on countless Goci-
siomns, -

=“She was poing to strike the
baull and she obviously saw me
gainkng on her to try and hook
her o she changed direction. |
then went o change direction
too and 1 just heard a crack.
i*1l mever forgef It, It was
horrific. I never want (o go
through anything like that
again.”

The dingnosis was a broken
kneccap, ending Power’s in-
volvement in Kilkenny™s 2030
ciimpabyn. The corrective sur-
gary hias already been under-
pone, with the four-time All-
Star facing a seven-month
spell out of action.

Keen to retain her services
and presence at training and

pear’

on matchdays, the Hjlkﬁ-‘nn
managerment added the hall-
Torward to their backroom
team. And while Incredibly
grateful to be part of the
travelling party to GAA HQ
today, it has not been the ea-
siest woek for the Piltown
native.

Along with fellow Z009
survivors Denise Gaule, Anne
Dalton, and Collette Dormer,
this should be Power's eighth
Adl-lreland final appearance.
Inslcadﬁ ;;::r:ind.s hersell on
the “pe £

“The week of the All-Ireland
i alwavs like my favourite
time of the vear. If is just the
exeitement, the buzz arownd
home. the flags being up. You
are waking up in ihe morning
and you just can’t walt for
the day to come, 5o it is like
Chiristmas,

“Wou just miss all that.
Everything about it you miss.
There's nothing you'd noet
miss because it is a spoacial
time.

“This week. it has been
sirange, difficult af times. You
just try to put that to one side
whon you go wp to training
with the girls Decause you can
see the buzz that's there,”

Power's brave face romark
af the top of the plece is tied to
her determination not to bring
A mmmugﬁ:g!vlf_ﬂnm a
ST a Comn-
muﬁﬁc All-Ireland final, the
maozt recent three of which

A broken knee cap ruled Kilkenny star Katie Power out of Championship 2020. But she has remained part of
the backroom set-up. 1 do think this team is spedial,’ she says.

ended in defeat,

“The lads wanted me to stay
around after the injury and 1
was delighied becanse I didn't
want to disappear. | sald lo
my=elf, when 1am going fo bea
around the girks, | am going (o
s 2% posltive as | can because
it is not an environment I
want to bring negativity into
oF a pity party.”

In the minutes after the
county's semi-final win over
Cork. the television cameras
caupght sight of Kilkenny
plavers Denize Gaule, Davina
Tobin, Anna Farrell, and
Claire Phelan up in the Paine
Ui Chaoimh stand embracing
am emotional Power.

“Thare is kind of a hardcore

More online

il
o

coverage of fodany’s Al-insland

Zaneol camogie final

Tharesa O'Calaghan beoaks

o cifles of all

plhis you Can nsad

(ha players ir Bath e Gadwery

and Kikenay squad.

group of us who have been
there together for a long
ritmber of years and some af
them seen me hobbling down
the steps on my crutches and
CAMmE OVET.

“It was emotional for them,
as well. To share their joy with
them straight after the game
was lovely.”

Can thore be more joy this

“I dom't think we deserve to
win becanse of the amount fof
finals] we have lost. But T do
think this team bz special, 1
know maybe people wounld
question us at times, but the
strength within the group to
keep coming back year after
wear bo fry to make up for i in-
stead of giving in and giving
upmnmiug gveryone, that
kg o me.

ol | o end
this year | years with an-
other med -
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Farrell

FLOODLIT AllIreland final
on a Saturday night twe
weeks before Christmas is
something Meighan Far-
redl never dreamed she'd
hgqnla_hng
ot just because of the

d?:e.lbu:ulmhfmmemc;:uulrnw
didn't expect 1o be in the country
today, : 1
Covid-19 has proven the ultimat
‘il wind’ for Kﬂlunn}rﬂmu-gl:::f

she had

ik Shelly is. last sprin

I really intended to go but mpudn'EE,
You're giving a lot of years to camo-
g and there's never a good time 1o
Etr, 50 you just have to go for iy the
1'$-I}-4:ar-n1:l rewvealed.

“I'was heading to Svdney to Shelly,
Our brother shﬁrﬂmMiq 5
married next year so this year would
have been an ideal time 1o go”

If panbemic ravel restrictions
hadn't put a stop to her gallop. Anna
would have been the only remaining
member of the brilliant Thomastown
siblings who have been 20 important
lor Kilkenmy in the past decade.

Thiey lost her sister Shelly to Oz lasi
vear and even Down Under she s still
wielding considerable ash for Craobh
Phidraig. this vear's New South
Wales champions,

Grins

“Yeah, she's playing for 5t Pat’s
and just got Player of the Year” her
VOUIEZEr Sisier grins,

The Farrells are as inseparable [rom
their hurls and sliotars as Kilkenmy
hawe been from recent AllIreiand
camagie finals,

Tonight i their 25th since their firs
inn 1970 and they*ve won 13,

Ii's also their seventh in eight years
but the fact they've only won ane of
those {2006} and lost the last three in
a roaw hangs over them ke the Sword
ol Damoehes

Or does it? _

Farrell reckons Covid-19 has helped
remove that huge pressure [rom
theemn. it e i e

“The losing linal record, cwe -
would usually sxy that to you. but this
yeir just feels complerely different,
she moles.

“It's been such a strange year, We
couldn’t play for so long. then we
didn’t know if the championship
would go ahead so it feels like no one
is ing that much.

*| actually think that’s grven us a

feels there are no

All-Ireland camogie final | Sport |@

ha

final for Cats thit
LIBERTY INSURANCE ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIPFINAL | proBaBLE TeAmS
EAL““?T"]LHEHH?%MIEMHMMMIEM;MMMHL | Gl W
PATHS TOTHEFINAL | LASTS | : : Q Je
o T S o
G IBOMN0T | 0K DTt ey as i sekimaeiacsen® | lou® o o
ey .5 ark 0. 200 Al mhumr : ﬂhﬂﬁuﬂmmx OrichMctiny M fannifly Alish Tty
MHME 2008 Div 1 League finat: Kitksnny 3-11 Gabway 0-17 H”:‘:W'ﬂ .

=g HEAD-TO-HEAD | - CobietieDormer Melghan Fare - Girace Wakth
i . I Diavina Tebin (Hlkosey) v Astle Q 8} [0}
Kilkenmy 0-15 Wazerlond 0-8 Bronghe (Gabray) - - &
Kilkenrry 6-23 Westmaath 1.7 Tobin can play snywhere fromnineto | MEvecatomsely  ComiosaCormicas_ Carle Dolan
w:-ﬁﬁﬁ o, i the Cae” best ane-oa-one P Farrell Rt Dot
| Scored10-64, Conceded 2-34. Wﬂum'?"wﬂﬁ Laera Hergly Q ' W Kty

Dowa'. Dida S, '

I et benadcdon. L, liia_'hu nugu m@pq&
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L2 year's Final
but Tobia's |
h"‘l’sﬂ Mary ("Comned Denise Gagle Kisie Holan
Donshoe whis e, o o
abilicy bo scone arsplic | .
vizl. Sanp Danchue and you're | ]
Ralf-miy there. | | Sarah Heady
L% = -
lot more frecdom, You can justplay | performers in last year’s final boss to | because the second hall was seven Yt the restrictions ptaced by the
amd enjoy every minute of it because, | Caalway when she wore number eight | apiece. We knowwe just can'tafford | pandemic have also browght heme 1o
really, no one knows what's godng o but she wsually plays centre-back for | 1o ghve Galwary goals” them that they ane appreciaied.
happen nexit® the club and mow fills that onerous Almsost 25,000 werein Croke Pask | When they set up a Go Fund Me
Kilkenny have centainly played with | role with the Cas. fior last year's high-scoring spectacle. | laest wieek to make up for the

| some brio this and the st
| resobvein th:i:-inrlni-ﬁn:d um'n“:EarE
againsl Cork after conceding an
early 1-3, was noticeahie.
Whether that's down (o this vear's
unlque circumstances or their new
| management is debatable, but Brian
Dowling has certainly made chamges
and g af them = anchorning Farrell
| firmiy In delence, _
| She's always had the engfine to drop
| back ar gun ferwand; a probotype
aedern player.
She was one of Kilkenony's best

| sharpen

Conceding three rst-half goals this
Hime last year i something Dowding
hats shd ressed, with Philly Larkin
and Pt O'Meill amang the farmer
Hﬂhnnymu hie has broaght inio

up delensively.

It funny the way people look
back on that game and think the
three goaks went inin the firsa five
mimites,” Dowling muses.

SO went in afier o nminutbe but
by thie 25th minute on we wene e
i uge 10wk the twa goals then
beefore half-time that were the kdllers

Tonight's big rematch will be
vl oant in an eerle emptiness -

this All-Ireland (inal will be ke none
other in histony.

Even the i of the day has
been dramatically albered.

They Nl go up this afternoon in bwoe
separte buses and no matber who
wins, the O'Dulfy Cup won'l o

hame with amvone, Kilkenmny will

besve Croker quickly afterwards, grab
I a quick bite in the Fed Cow Hovel and

reburn o the city and their lamilies
with none of the usual welcome.

| -u:mﬂrmi absenee of thesr usual
fund-mising events. 5013 far
of €5.000. o i
Within six days it had passed the
C11.000 mark and a1 last eownt was
close po €13.500,
“Wie can't believe it really” Farmell

SA¥E.
“When you're gning toa maich
you're paying for a ticket, bul people
really don't have 1o do this, bot ane
dnlnﬁit a0 ihat les been really spe-
| cdal bor us and something we didn’

| expect”

Gélﬁay’s_ K;enh_y_ h;pimj to make up for -r-hissi.ng out on last year";s decider

, hefore
unfolds within the

bl s

Cormican, Orlaith McGrah and
Rebecca Hennelly to the senior
scpuead after the intermediate
triumph of 2013 - the 0'Dulfy Cup
wes also bedecked in maron-amd-
white ribbons tsat day - Kenny had
endured o number of near misses
bt excelled as Galway gof the upper
hang on the Noresiders in the league
final six months earlier o HQ.
Cruelly, on the biggest day, she
was forced 1o watch, helpless on the
sideline. as Cathal Murray's crew hit
the Cats for three first-hall goals to
claim the !':]lm“ dr:mrmﬂp
victory alber & sevel-iesir ik
Then list March, just before the
first bockdown, she returnes to Croke
park and watched from the stands as
her club Sarshekds put two previeus

final dhefemis behind them io claim
erverad] Bngotrs.
pesiendig e Ky o thanckient
1 i

that Hllhﬂlﬂh};:ffﬂmfm:rrﬂﬂh

“1t was something simple, five
minubes inio the game. Nothing
urusial We did the same warm-up
and everything | was just ranning
in & straight Eine to the ball with
Adlish OFcllly and the twoof us - |
woalktn't even call it a tacke = we just
Bounced ofl each other and whatever
me...nwl;mcditln‘l [y it and
sl

“Leliicm’t koo, T ot up and walloed
nll'mdin:ﬁlr..l‘hml! started

timg slill, [ elidn't hear an

ﬂdmk sty what pmpﬁ?g
vour'dl beear, T wass thee first thing 1

asked Becky (Hennelly), who las
done the cruciake twice, 'How would
yor ko i o il 187 She was
like, “Yosu'd know: T ehinek 1 was just
ablivios, :

“Iweenl far the o the nex
morning. A kick in the teeth, [ wasn't
thinking about the nime mombs oul
T wwas like, *Ohy iy God, I'm missing
the meatch,

“Thee eluls Al Ireland was just as
sickening. Wie had been trying o
get there so long: But everything
happens for i reason, hopefulk:®

Having Licked every recovery
beox throughout rehab, she had
besen supposed to relirn fo contct
iraining on 5t Patrick's weckend,
When bekdown wis annotinoed,
she was disappointed, having been

bewxking foerward bo that

Eml]urg she had missed m
There hadn't been an cunce of
anxdety about et knee.

I don’t think about my knee af all.
It docsnt bother mve ai all. When you
iy tlse works, you're not wary?”

The ZFyear-old has sympathy for
Bathe Power, whase broken kneccap
rabs of a supreme talent

“Aniher freak injury, | onow how
shie's feeling this week!” she said.

Kenny insists |ha|mni1ﬂnlg|h:lr
lilluwfl bt v sy Lk, stk
appsnsition ln thesir sqgimi-
fimal diefeat n!i:‘-m?rdkmd a mﬂq i
the form of Power's injury-enforced
absence,

By lining out this evening, sheisa

winner already,
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