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Cork primed for Croke
Park battles: P8-16

Cork camogie captain Renan Buck-
ey with the 0'Duffy Cup, which she
will hope 1o get her hands on when
the Rebels face Kilkennyin Suhdays
&ll-treland Senior Camogee final 28
Croke Park.
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CONOR Phelan, coach to the
senior Kilkenny camogie team, is
widely respected within the
game, primarily for guiding
Waterford IT to six Ashbourne cup
titles in seven years, 2009-2015.

He became involved with Kilkenny in
2006, Catching up with him the week
before the All-Ireland Camogie final he
wasnt going to give too much away to
a Cork woman but he was friendly and
l;]'laﬂ!u" and gave an insight into how
‘things are in the Kilkenny camp and
Thiis for Cork camogie.
. “1 think there's a good sense of
H‘-"-ﬁln' between us over the years, in
the sense that Cork have been the
kingpins, and been ambassadors for
camogle for a long tme — in sport in
general when wou leok at the ladies
footballers as well and a lot of them
have played both codes,

“I think Cork have been ﬁe arm-
bassadors for Gaelic Games 1 sup-
pose our ﬂ:'ls are jusi trying to get to
that stan be competitive as
much az they can, and if the results
come, then 'brllJiant

Last season’s right hatf-back, Clatee
Phetan (no relation), missed Kilken-
ny's semi-final win over Dublin with a
hamstring strain picked up in a club
gﬁeme Conor provided an update on

status of that Injary.

“There's still 4 niggle on it. With a
Ehamstrmg it's hard to know. Claire is
trajnmga L not overly 80, o glve her
every chance of recovery,”

The experienced Collette Dormer;
left corner-back in 2016 was an ahble re-
i|}!l£\~r::er:|1|en'c in the sami-final and that iz
A tesgtament to the strength in depth
‘that Kilkéenny have in their squad.

*Yeah, having a strong panel is pood
and competition for places §5 key in
any competitive cnvironment. Collotbe
has come in and done well, Ashling
Dunphy has come in and done well.
‘There's a couple of other younger giris
whﬂ h?mnh} in ?.ndm
wiell a ng so it gives us -:pnuum

It's a different run in for Kilkenny
this vear, How will it play out with
them now going into the game as All
Ireland champions and back-to-back
Wational League champions. Cork are
igarﬁ;rr going to be the hungrier this
¥

“[ think it's natural emough when
you're competitive, even if vou wers
playing five-a-side soccer, that if you
loge on a Saturday you want to go out
the following week and win, But {t's a
valid point becanse the key for us is to
Keep it fresh and have an environment
where the girls can express them-
selves; to have a competifiveness in
training in trying to get on the sqiead
firstly, then the team.

*1 think we"ve nbout zix pirls which
are new on the panel this year, A
couple of experienced players that
foak a year out and have come hack in
(Cathering Foley, Jenny Reddy), an-
ather e of girds have coma in from
iast s Intermediates and others

Ta h o TRl

Hunger the key
o rebel success

Denise Gaule of lﬁttalrrrhamln against Ashling Thompson of l:urta.ttmh Park. The rematch between the Rebels and Cats ks lhl'ri

Sunday.

Cork players looking dejected after kast year's loss to Kilkenmy.
have come straight in and they've all

added something different, whether
i’z in training or in the dressing room,
they've added that atmoaphere.

“So, we're creating that bit of
hunger there. Like any squad you're
gobng to plel wp injuries and it°s tryving
to have girls there that will be used to
]Jhr'in,g at those levels. We tried to give

% as much of a run in the Leinster
Championship and the league to get
memmptuthes-taudurdnfplnﬂnmhu
likes of Cork and Galway

“You can't just expect to throw them
in on the big day and expect them to

rform".

Obviously, the injury to Gemma
OrConnor was a fopic of discuszion and
Conor was henourable in his response,

“¥ou want the best players on the
field and you wouldn't wish that on
any plaver, especially a plaver of
Gemma's calibre. We would certalnly
want Gemma playing.”

Trying to determine where (he game
wiill Be wan amid lael CaRalE a8 -

. Eawe a general overyiew.

“I think they are two well-balanced
teams. There's been little between
them in league and championship
form.

“Whoewver gets a good start. We've
got good starts before though, Three
YEArs aE‘n Wi wWant nikne polnts up
agalnst Cork and ended up losing by
five or six so it's trying to be consistent
and be competitive all over the ffeld.

=“You look at Cork the last day, they
seemed to be motoring well, hurling
wise as well as physically, so it's trying
to match them there and then irying to
get a break or two. IS hard to call.

“The Cork squad has huge experi-
ence on and off the field, mixed in with
vouth and Kilkenny are the same way.
I was impressed with Galway all year
and then Cork dismantled them with
easi in the first hall of their semi-final.
I was im with that.™

In the short space of 12 months, an
intense rivalry zeems to have been
harn between both cotnties. Conor

Pictures: Piaras O Midbeach/Spartsfile

@@A lot of the girls
would know each

other from college
which adds a bit of

competitiveness

feals though that it is the media that
has ereated that more 50 than the
teams themselves.

A Iot of the girls would know each
other from eallege which adds & bit of
E?ﬂnlpntiliwm-is to it. But nastiness?

The ‘handshake' from the 2016 final
and the eriticiam that Cork tool after
they gathered in a private huddle
while Killkkenny were being presentod
'l.u.il:h I:Iu: league cup are the two focal

“I thinh; 100% the medla have hlgl
lighted and blown this up, It's a me
thing, something to write about. Nonda
of us would have even realised that
(what went on}. It was just afterwards
when the media started blowing itup it
tioek an legs of its own.”

S0, all Iz good in the Kilkenny camp?

“Yes, we've a couple of nigeles but
other than that all is %ﬂm We just
nesd to gat them in the frame of mind
where they'll perform and hopefully
I be a pood batile”

ME‘dL )
manager
relishing

Cork clash

& Mary Newman

DESPITE being in his 10th
yoarin thﬂﬂﬂh Bleath manager
John Davis s still enjoying
the role and is looking forward
o his side’s meoting Cork on
sunday in the Liberty Insur-
anee Intermediate final,

“They are a great group to
be involved with and they
make the job easy, we have
had o great vear to date and
Sunday will tell & lod. Corkk are
a fine side. They won the
maLtbenal league and were jm-
pressive and they will be hard
to beat.”

Duvia foels the experience
gained by Cork in last yoar's
final will be something that
thary' will have over his side.

“Most of the Cork glvls wero
there kast year and they will
sl e hurting having lost ina
g they should have won. |
wias il that game and they
were by far the better team bui
they lelt it behine them.”

Davis and most of his side
are no strangers cither to
Croke Park. having won the
Junior title in 2008 they weps
pramoted to premier junier,
On o memorable oy for the
county, they became the first,
Meath camogie team bo cap-
ture a title in Croke Park wnth
John at the helm.

“A ot of the girds from 20125
are still involved and would
have |;]u:.'erl in Croke Fark on
that day but we have a few
new [roes in as well.”

Meath ook the decizion o
play in the Division 1 National®
league this vear and it is some-:
thing that has helped them
with thelr preparations for
champlonship,

Ul suppoese i was bald decl.
sion but one we felt would
stand to us as a team, we got
some excellent games against:
quality opposition and, whils
we didn't set the league alight,
wo were very happy with our
performances.”

Good performanecaes ware.
key to his side topping the-
group in champlonship but.
having drawn two games John
feels there were times when
they needed to be better

"Tn. our last fow pamos we
cidn’e really play to our full
poiential. We p]:-l.].'l‘:d ﬁ.‘.i!l'_lﬁ
minutes and then were in-;
climved to switch off, we were
then waiting for something fo
happen and trying to get our-
selvos back info the game. I
we gllow that fo happen on
Sunday agninst Cork we will
b in trouble.”

The msitn worry in th s
leswding up to Sunday has bean
dual plavers and whilst the
county foeothall sides are not;
Invalved In games o few of his
gide will have club foothkall
commitmenis during the
wct'l-l:.

“Tt's vary hard when

layers try to juggle sporis, we
T gt one of our dual players,
carlier In the vear Fiona
O'Meill with a hip injury and
she has been a loss to the sides
all season, :

“Fingers crossed we will
have a clean bill of health
come Sunday.”
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Roife Murray with Chloe Sigerson at the Cork Camegie open day at Castle Road.

WHEN they update the history
of Cork camogie and bring in up
to this year, and probably a few
maore yet to come, the name of
Aoife Murray is sure to feature
prominenthy.

The Cloughduy Keeper has boen in-
volved with ke Cork zenior 2ide for
the last 16 vears or so and her cal-
ming influsnce at the back has seen
her traphy eabinel contiin seven
genior All-Ireland fitle, five league
titles and countless other trophies
over the years.

On Sunday, the Dublin-based
charted surveyor will be hoping to
idd another medal to her trophy
cabined ag they take on Kilkenny in
the All-Treland final.

Twva yoars ago Cork got the better
of Galbway in the final, bat tast year
they bost out 1o Kilkenny,

Considering the form of the two
sides it is no great surprise to seo
them taking each other on in the
final on Sunday, something that
Aoife agrees with, But she 2 nod too
congerned about who they are play-
ing, as long as Cork are there,

“Shure you have o play somibody
and [ suppose it'sthe final that many
people predicted at the start of 1he
championship.

“It's probably the game that a lof of
mentral fans would have wanted, bui
[hink othors hype up the Cork v Kil-
]é:muz.' clashes more than efther side

008,
“They are the champions and ars
best team around at the moment
and there {8 no other way you would
want it for a final,

“But that said we have been run
chosar and closer in the Last fow venrs
by other teams and it's golng closer
amd harder to come out on top evary
year and I can certainly ses that
changing in the next few vears and jt
wian't be the same pairing in the final
in thie next fow vears.

“The semi-final against Galway
wins o really tough game, I thought
they were superb and | have watched
it back and I don't think they got this
credit they deserved. It was all nbomt
WS ot scoring and nokt how well (hey
r-ln:{‘ih T
. When we went a few points
Lalway teams of the ,,.,E. ma'-."'hlg
ww!'d have signed off, bt they
didn’t. They are woll managed and
well coached and all the Blrls hae
bought into the way they wanted te

Pictare Eddie O'Ha

' Camogie

Rory
_Hmnan

“It was the biggest challeng
mentally and physically, we ha
faced and despite poople talki
about ug not scoring we still coul
have had another 2-3 or 3-3 with
small bit of lnck.

“We dropped one or two balls at t
criecial time, Katriona Mackey hacd
shot that went just wide and Hanr
Looney hed another that clipped t
top of the bar and could as easi
have gone under so it was only wh
I watched it back that 1 realised
wiasn't too bad after all”

Two first-half goals were b
scores for Cork in that game, wi
Orla Cotter petting one and Aoife 11
ather from a penalty.

Ml stippose vou don’t think about
tll alterwards when yvou reali
there was only a few points in it
were just happy to do it and to
honest the credit must really go
others for their hard work to agt
the opportunities,

"1 know Meabh Cahalane a
Kiamh McCarthy did a huge ameo
of work for the penalty and | think
credit should go to them mare
!h:E.n m for that seops ™

“ODMmmEniing on the cruckal pen
ty she sabd: “Yea [ wish | mulgtﬁ
nect with the ball the way 1 did {
that shot all the thmg but it deslsn't
"l-'-b";-u."!'i E:;n:lrl'. like that. We practic

om that week
sl ek and thankfully

1 sald during the week that if |
my pick up right and thew st
Dlay ta U‘lrfhm.bhla“ﬂ they stop it

“For me Tdon"t have to think «
where 1 have to put the -:,]|.,T1!,,L:-
A Y =pot 'd'l-'ﬂ'i.l'q.’_ this w

1ck to that when the P
¥ lhn'ihﬂgtfcll:;i- foc]

Lt bl K F y ] i
ready it takes away -:mlr-' .':hrllﬁfh-
|.:;“-|-_|. e think a trl.n:l[.a::. "-'".l.l I'IJTI_hLI-
take the shot, By the time | get
mmlfitq' o make sure | =1 TR R A
thi 1|.u'|$?£ and get some air hack i

"Lty to CORNCEnirate 55y
sure | place the ball “;'1-_‘:&1151 ;
then itz all ahant the e g

"I




faith for the Rebels
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LASS ACT: Aoife Murray consoles Niamh Hanniffy of Galway after the All-reland semi-final.

Aoife on captain, Rena Buckiey

"RENA is a great role model and
has no time for the special mention,
despite all she has achieved in ca-
mogie and ladies football. She is so
calm on the pitch and always leads
by example.

“She never concentrates on
medals she has won, it's all about
the next one and the next challenge
and that rubs off on players around
her, When they sme that drive and
ambition they want to be part of it.

“1 don't do it for the free pass into
nightelubs or for the car with the
iogo on the side or to be stapped on
the street and neither does Kena.

“But | look &t the Hkes of her and
can't fgure out how she i oot get-
ting more from Cork. Considering
what she has achieved [ don't
understand why she hasn't been al
the very least offersd some of the

things that some male players get,
like the car or other xpnmm'shﬁ:ﬁ.

“But in fairness to Kena that is
nof what she is in the game for. She

ust loves playing and [ am hucky to
& able to call her a friend away
from ths game a8 well.

“To see her Lift the O'Duffy Cup
would be brilliant and if we win she
would create yet another little bit of
history. She would set a record as
the first plaver to capiain both
ladies foothall and camaoggie senior
winning All-Ireland sides, along
with leading the table with the most
senjor All-Ireland medals

“But as soon as the game is aver,
she will start thinking about the
next challenge and getting ready
for that and that is what makes her
the great player and inspirational
player sheis.”

rattle is won, if vou don't then you
i Slruggling. 3o that Is what is go
iy head as | run up and prepare to
ake the shot.

“I had decided on the idea of pick:
ng the spot ahead of the game and
coked at how they sef up for penal-
fos. We looked at the Galway keeper,
vho i a talented voung koeeper, and |
lecided we were going 1o go down the
wntre against her o test her out and
hankfully it worked out in our fa-

vour,”

Looking back over the year and in
particular the Munster champion-
ship which didn't end well for Cork
Aoife has mixed emotions, but also
folt it showed them all about having
their attitude right.

“I couild never see us winning the
Munster final against Limerick. We
were there down on a tight piteh
Charleville and couldn't buy a firec.,
After aboit five minutes [ felt we

£

wauld have been better off plaving
club championship games. | cer-
talnly would have gotten more out of
it than that game.

“We were never going to win it.
there were 40 odd frees and Limerick
could take lumps ont of us and we
couldn’t touch t . Bt you know
sometimes when vou are down in the
gutter after a game like that th only
way ks upand we certainly regrouped
after that.

“We looked at our tralning and
started having a hit more fun and &
anything it probably ook the press-
ure off of us. It meant people weren’
paying us as much attention and we
got to concenirate on ourselves a bit

e,

"“With the way the All-Treland
championship is set up that final
showed us that if vou don’t have the
right attinade then you are in tronhle,
when you compare how we played
against thom in that final and the All-
Ireland series.

“It was a great lesson for us and
look the Munster championship has
a place, but I look hack at the year so
far and we have only played one club
game and for me, it would have been
nbce to have played some club ganes
in May, rather than jusk letting all
the club playvers walting around for
whenever we win or lose in cham-
pionship.

“Tig he falr to the clubs, they made
a decision they wouldn™ go ahead
with games after we reached the final
s give us @ chance 10 prepare prop-
erly for it and mayhe back then was o
tirme we conld hove played some cluhb

games.

“We have a tight panel and noerm-
ally there ia a month between tho
il and final, bat this year there is
only three woeeks 2o falr play to the
chubz for making that decision,

“1 personally feel there is more
pressure on me when | play with the
club that with Cork because these
girls have been training withowt yon
for so long and the last thing youn
want to do is go out and give a bad
performance.

“I know they are expecting so
mibch from me and also [ wouldn't be
whera | am without the club and you
'l.;':a_l'lt to gave 50 much back becatise af
this.”

Being based in Dublin for work
Anife §s up and down road for train-
ing and also for her club commit-
mants with Cloughduy,

So what keeps her going atl this
stage to keep doing this, considering
all she has achleved in the game?

“1 hawve to acknowledpe my family
are part of the management set-up
(hrathors, Pagdie, Kevin and Damicn
and her cousin, BMoel Collins does the
stats) so it would be a preity awk-
ward family gathering if 1 wasn't,"
she joked, “but really it's all [ know. |
could take the easier option and
transfier to a club up here, but |
couldn® do that as the club means
miuch to me. [ woubdn®t be doing tha
clul juatlce and all the great peogpla
wha have irained me over the years.

“There s nothing like the buzz of
pultting on o club jersey and it's hard
Eo rl:lpl,lc.u te that i you tranafor toan-
ather elub that you don't Feve all

Fickure: IRPHO Bryan ll!ram-

that history with."

Sunday sees the Cork | ntermedian
peam in their respective Maal as well
which also happened last ¥enr ane
with Pawdie managing both teams b
mzans the day 15 not structured ths
snme maybe as other jcams as he i
of [ lenking after that side ahead o
the senior final, instead of eing witl
them.

Bt Aalife feels that thioy havs
learnt from last year and you have b
concentrate an yourself and forge
about the other teiam,

“The two teams were there as wel
last year amd we can't et it distrae
s, Wi know the story now and e
through it, 50 if it dees i°s nobady”
fault but cur own.

“Of course it's o pood sign for Corl
camogke to be there in both finals ans
e wollld love to see them win a
well, But we have to get our aititod
right and whether they win, lose o
draw we have to gel ourselves righ
for aur game,

1 felt that we didn’t do the perso;
justien last year and wa want 0o put §
right this year, But we know what w
are facing in Kilkenny. Thoy aren
the All-Ireland champions for ne
thing and you dom't win the title witl
just a few good players, They have ;
panel of them and have five or si;
subs as well that would make mos
other inter-county siarting beams.

“Lo jt's golng to be & huge chal
lenge on Sunday, bat we are lookin
forwird to It and we are where an;
toams wants to be and v just have ts
go put and give it evorything and se
what happens then,”
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CAMOGIE
# Eamonn Murphy

THILE the ramour mill ks rife
ith speculation over Géemma
"Connor's availabllity for
yis Sunday's All-Ireland final
gainst Kilkenny, Paudie
furray has insisted that she's
k.

The colossal centre-back
sotill have been at the heart
f tha Rebel challenge against
he Cats, but was infured in
hie seml agrinst Galway.

“She's llgament damage in
er ankle and her knee and
hie's hobbling coming 1n to
raining. You're asking her to
op out in an All-Ireland
1mal... next to impossibie.
Ne've ruled hor out and we've
o eoncemtriie on getting our-
olves right and giving it a

ash.

=] prared everything for this
and had It planned out and
Heen you're missing Gemma,
El-el_-rﬁi]:mstw-."mﬂﬁﬂ bli flat
anil the buzz isn't there

=All the girls of course still
think she has a chance. Some
people think I'm playing

ames but i you look back at
the mateh 11 horrendons the
way her knee bent back.”

[t'1 fow e up to ather oX-
perienced players, like cap-
tain Rena Buckley, Kecper
Aoife Murray, and the dy-
pamic Ashling Thompson to
drive on the Rebols

=1 hawve to rejig things in
Goemma's absence, and when
the going gets tough she's
your warrior, She [ears no-
thing and people fear her. 10s
important we regroup because
wo Ve a daty o everyone — in-
shie the 2quad and in Cork ca-
moehe — (o po up and glve a
performainoe.”

Without dwelling on the
nepatives, dual legend Briege
Corkery, who slipped qubetly
inio retirement this season, is
another big beds now Sopten.
ber ks e

“Brlepe brings kor own pors
sopality o the deessing room.
When she puls on her game
Mee there's ne-one betber,
Sho's an inapiration, 17 All-
Iretands, and look back at
exira time agninst Wexford
last year and who was laking
the ball out of defence timo
andl mpain? Who elseT™

Yot Murray feels his players
have never, in his six wears al
the helm, piit more in.

“The players have baon
magnkficent, Tralning. atei-
tude, ot on, Last yoar was
probably a bit messker. 10s im-
portani not o get too caught
up with it being Kllkenny.
Certaln things were in aur
control in both Minals st year
and we let therm s,

=Conirol the confrollables. ..
looking back, that really an-
novs me. Thore™s no benafit in
looking at ather factors.
Grand there's the Gemma
igsire, bul there are a kot of
ather things within our con-
tral, and we can'l have those
disiractions this tlme

»The hurt of last year cant
comme intio it thoughs We'll con-
centrnte on geiting ourselves
right and may the et team

i adter that™

i
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Paudie Murray in 2004

Paudie Hura;ny at the Rochestewn Park Hotel abead of Sunday's All-ireland final double bill.

Douglas's Conor MeCarthy Is tackled by Deheny’s Cloughduv's Paudie Murray taking on 5t Vincent's back in

Ficiure: Bddie CHane

Picture: Jim {seghlan.

2000,
Picture: Richard Mills.

ON the weekend of the All-Ireland
semi-finals, Paudie Murray left his
house at 10.30am on Saturday.

Botweon the trip to Limerick for the sen-
jars' victory over Galway, the match
{1self. and food after, following a delay as
two playvers were drug tested, it was
5 A when e arrived {r thee door,
It was around 4am when he nodded off.

He got more of a power nap than a
night’s sleep becanse he Was Up an G.Aam
for a bus journey to Ashhourne, an inter-
mediate ciash with Derry - and the all the
accompanying drama - returning home
for around Sp.

OF eourse hecause Cork were victorl-
aus in both semis, setting ugp Sunday's
Allirelnnd doutie-hesder at ik
- the intermediates against Meath, the
soniors versus Kilkenny - there's been no
let-up since. Murray manages both
teams, with little crossover between the
panels, so it's been a relontless h“'m'1£j
which included a change of hotel and
the logistics that go with that, plus the
distraction of 8 knee injury which looks
got to keep powerhouse Gemma 0'Con-
e DAL

Lasi Septembor Cork reached both fin-
als as well, but afer losing to Kilkenny
twice, it's hard to imagine how it was
worth it all.

Murray, self-employed and the father
to two girls, langhs when we suggest he
st be mad to juggle work, family and
o inter-connty teams.

“Hamw many times does 3 manager gel
to have two teams Inan All-Treland at
Croke Park? I've gone to seven All-lre-
lands and vou can't have it every way.
Tm.-lni: are plenty would love fo be o my

thof.

*The day will be wrecking bat we'll
tweak things ¢lightly from last year,
pMavhe | was a small bit flat last year be-
canse i e week leading up fo it thens
was a lot of energy expended on other
things.

=] think we can get it right for bath
teams bul obviously Gemma is the big
one and 'd love to Be going to take on Kil-
kenny with a full deck of cards.”

Af this juncture, O Connor’s injury
nodwithstanding, planning for Croker 1s
whaore 11°'s af, S1ll last winter, five years
{n and with a couple of All-Irelands to his
pame, Murray must have beon tempted
to walk awayT

='d my mind made up last vear that
was it AllIreland didn’t go the way |
warnted it bt I'm a competitve guy.

=I'd my mind madeap pretty soon after
and even though I'd options imside and
putaide the couniy 1 wanted to have a
crack again”

Getilng another crack off Kilkenny,
whio also beat the Rebels eariber this vear
in the league final, must have been an i
centive. There's & real tension to the ri-
valry between the connties, after an inci-
dent during the handshakes before bust
venr's final, accusations from Moreside
that Cork were discespectlul during the
spooches ab Croker Iast vear, and the Lee.
siders’ assertion Kilkenny are a physical,
diofenzive outfit.

Murray Insists that's mot the cage. He
gimply loves being immersed in the Retwol
canse, He might wnwind by watching hds
danghier at gymnastics, having a laugh
with ather GAA fathers. the Glen's
Seanie MeGrath and the Rockies' Addan
Ryan. Yot the next camoghe session or
game & never too far away,

The intermedisies and senbors-train
the same night, ono after the other, with




Gemma0'Connor and Paudie Murray after last year's disappointment at the hands of Kil-

Sean Cremin handling a chunk of the
worlkowith the first group. Liam O°Retlly,
kn. afor his work with ©lympian Rob
Hel, cnan, was nvolved in the strength
and conditdoning eardier in the campaign,
with Martin O'Brien, a county foothall
medalist with Clon, alse on boarnd.

Hix hag a strong but focused hackroom,
including his hrothers, with Kevin well-
known as o match-winner for the Cork
hurlers in 1968, Their sister Aoifie is the
All-Star goalle.

Everyone pliys thelr part and Murray
certainly doesn’l catertain hangers-on.

1 balieve in ma t and spechiic
roles. | don’t helieve in selectors per say,

“Yau nu:lwz'nur goalkeeping coach,
video stals fellas on the pitch match
day that have roles to falfil, bui that's the

Pictire: Edim Mooaan/Sportsfile

weay we'd work it.” 3

While there has long been a disparity
between the funding of male and female
spart, this Cork camogie set-up is cutting
edge. They have a modern approach to
preparation. And tactics, given they
often sit deep and counter from the
mniddelbe,

“Wa do a lot of stats-based fecdback. At
the start no one liked it because it’s tell-
ing them something they don't want o
hiear, Stats don't le.

“We've GPS this 'ﬂ!ﬁl’ with both feams
and no sooner has the game finished and
DIT:;'ETE are screeching at us for their re-
snlts.

"'Emlrmu:l!hll:]l&iE h:d:lu'ﬂhncaTsT 5’;-;1 don't
want to gel bogged down in {1, 3ix years
ago it was “give a rattling speech and off

B
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@@"| believe in
management and
specific roles. | don't
believe in selectors
per say. We do a lot of

stats-hased
feedback.”

11 g’

During Murray's tenure, Cork have
brought in video analysis and strength
and esnditioning, Seme plavers can
cover up to 10km in a e-minute game,

“If you don't have legs now at infer-
county, not to mind in Croke Park, then
forget it 1t's & very unforgiving place.

“The fitness results we have are as
poned as any men’s team and for the best
connties the pace {5 incredible. That's the
ilifference with the op beams,

sKilkenmy have Paddy Mulally, former
senbor hurler, on their set-up. The level of
themselves, Galway and Dublin, who
have David Herity the ex-Kilkenny goal
o bhoard, is guality.”

Some would suggesi camogie was
bhetter in g more traditional style, bt

of management
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Murray insists the standard and pace s
risen. He'd like to spe changos to impirove
the game further, including a proper
link-up with ladies football, after the de-
bacle of a semi-final Mixiwre clash for dual
payer Libhy Coppinger,

“A plaver, coming from Kealkil, s al-
ready doing 1080 miles five days a aeck,
and the decksbons up in Dublin don’t even
consider 11, There are sericus problems
between the assocktions becanse thore is
o joimed] up thinking.

“They need fo be vnder the GAA um-
hiredka.”

He alsa finds the standard of reforecing
hugely frustrating. .

“We played Down in an intermediate
mateh and there was 51 freed. The free
count was even bl it was ridiculons, You
pay €10 for that @ it pat vou to sleep,

“Then you can have the complete oppo-
site, ke last vear's All-Ireland Final,
which was just hurling roles really.

“Wo normally gel Fefierees in to tell us
what vou can and can’t do but during
games thon that goes ol the window,

“Im the league final of 33 minutes of G-
magie (there waz soven (rees. Clearly ho
weanteel o leave it flow. Let’s change the
rules and have it lowing then,

“Thar rules nocd 1o be broken down ami
In:wr]l.h.'n pigain. Female athletes deserve

i

That clearly Is a motivating factor,

Hi: loves spart bul vales p]:ﬁr devel
opment. He started out as a feotballer
with Doheneys but only ook ap hurling
for Cloughduy in his teens when he went
io Farranferris.

In the artlcle on the Fight, e argnes for
an emphasis to be put on developing
coaches as well as players,

That cartild be i rolie in the futuie, buat
first up is anether one of those crazy
wealends. Only thid tiawe on the greatest
st of ther all

Underage |
results are
a concem

for future

CAMOGIE

» Eamonn Murphy

O THE most basic level, ca-
mogie in Cork couldn’t be in
better health according tasen-
ior boss Pawidle Murray,

The experienced coach,
whosze voingest daughier
pualls on the St Finbarr's col-
ours, believes there are more
playing the gamne e ever boe-
fore at underage on Leeside.

“The underage has gone
very sirang. Eire O, Ballino-
tit, thess type of clubs, you've
the usual like Sars and Done-
laz and more than that all
Across ihe county, | was al the
Deecie Crowley LI Towrna-
mant in Ballinhassig recently
and the standard was exeel-
lent.”

Yot despite the strength in
depth in terms of clubs, Mur-
ray o agree e Rebels are
underachioving o inter-coun-
ty. Since miner moved from
Ui to Ul in 5006, Cork have
nover wou it - thongh they did
reach finals in 201% and ‘14
while Kilkenny have collected
the cup six times, The U163
haven't beoen viclorlous
cither, anly redaching one of
the last nine Dinals, im 2015,
having lest three in a row
firom 20406 o ',

In his view, Cork need o
targel [orined lasvers 1o ge in-
voalved to rrise the standard of
eorching. ffom club j (L L
amd ook again at developaneni
squnids

“There's an issue with
copching alright and vou can
see that in Cork's lack of
uniberage sucoess for 10 years
now, We necd more former
preats involved with thedr

| clubs and then on to Cork.

That s jusi COMIMIGN SEee.

“It°s motl &8 money issue bl
people who have semathing to
offer must ke targeted. You
can arguie belng |.|u|'.'rL-J!|I:|ll'nl [i1]
GAA clubs for pitches doesn't
help, bat lei's get the eoaches
in first. 1 certainly think the
players ave therse."

Murray admits this year’s
minors did make & mark,
puishing @ crack Galway outit
all the way in the semi-final.

“This year's minor team
ran a very good Galway toam
clase, and the U16 team did the
sami, bt we're only punching
away withoul winning any
wrophies. We haven't won an
All-Ireland U6 since Anna
Geary's tino (in 200G).

Whille Murray s alarmedd by
the lack of silverware at the
top, ke argues elubs, nurtur-
ing mabe and female players,
should prioritise skills not
winning ]

“Get your teehnigue right,
work on the skills, keep as
many plaving as you can and
then bring that bit of intensity
whon they're teens. Shouting
and roaring on the lne doesn’t
ke any hoy ar girl @ better
player. Win at all costs uneer-
ape nover pays off.

i
“How many gowd players

deift off to seccer becauss
they ve loss pressune, maore
matehes, the aague format in-
stead of champlonship where

oan bisms aned the whaole muau:mr-:1

is basierlly over.™




Unsung Cotter steps

| CAMOGIE ___

= Darragh O Conhdir

UNDERSTATED and for a long
time underrated.

For a number of years, Orla Cotier
went largely unnoticed about her
business, helping others shine in
trademark selfless fashion.

In the end. it took having the free-
taking responsibilities thrust upon
her after Jenny O'Leary’s retirement
to put the 5t Catherine’s woman in
the s and for people to recog-
nise her broader range.

The tall 5t Catherine’s woman has
won an All-5tar in each of the last
three seasons, the tally of four now
much more in keeping with her abil-
i,

Yl_‘.rm_r of the cleanest strikers
around. she has an uncanny knack of
seoring from distance but combines
application with her more aesthetic
skills and s a key element of the
Cork method of suffecating the op-
position in the middle third of the
pitch, combining industry with guile.

This iz her 12th season at senior
bovel. She won the first of five All-Ire-
Innd medale while minor captain in
2006 amvd hias been a key component of
the o machine for most of the Inter-
vening period. She is Cork’s leading
seorer going into Sunday's Liberty
Imsurance All-Irefand Senior Camo-
gie Champlonship final against Kil-
kenny.

One was reminded once more of
Cotter's importance in the Mational

which she sat out unkil
the interval doe to a lingering ham-
string issue.

Cork had been very poor in the
first half but the Irish and PE teacher
at Midleton College sparked a re-
newed effort with three paints, in-
cluding two from play, in the third
guarter. It wazn't enough to deny
Hj]kgnn:.r bt it Laft an imprint on the
mind.

8o did her goal towards the end of
the first half of the Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland Champlonship Semi-
Final apainst Galway.

Cotter had seomed attracted to the
siiodar like a magnet in that opening
o as the Leesiders dominated
and ot was when she fetched a long
holfeMurray delivery from over the
pesidbof Roksin Black just arouand e

Ballynoe pative turned and
t hee line for the Galway goal
Hile the finish might not have
ted the build-up for style and
pr. and by no means did the
le, a green flag wis ralsed.
Were seven points clear as & re-
WA game they won by thret.

AWbmegines that poal was on her

[flah sure, it kind of opened up
kept going,” comes the re-

ol somecne who doesn't need
soll up bt would never do
Binish let me down — my
been telling me 1 noeed ta

fanyway. By the skin of my
pnt in it the end, It deibbled
e bt I'H take iC We as a
towork on our Anishing of
hopefally we'll be throwing

Orla Cotter shoats from Wexderd's Amy Cardiff during the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland senior camogie champienship tie 2t Pairc UiRin
tacking outlet for the Rebels, and an expert free-taker to boot.

Cork senbor camogie player 0

in afew (against Killenmnyy"

Was she trying to pass it to Hannah
Loaney initially?

“I don’t know what I was irying to
da really! 1 thought | saw Hannah
half-free out of the corner of my ove
but sure by the time [ wenl 1o pass it,
it kind of spilled out of my hands -
but sure it all came off. There was a
hit of Iuck there I think.”

She leaves oul the soaring catch
and run but that is typical. It is all
ahout the end result with Cotter. Her

laced-ball routine is a case in point.
t isn't classical — she is a left-
handed plaver taking frees on her

Cotter with Tom and Anna anﬂr.m rasshill.

-
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right — put her conversion rate is
high. She is Cork's leading scorer
onoe more going into the decider.

While emphasis has been placed
on them scoring just thiee peinis in
the second half against Galway,
there was much to admire about the
Rebels' win, partienlarly off a five-
ek lay-odl,

=W gtarted well but when we re-
flected on the game we were disap-
pointed with our second half. Galway
showed their worth in that second
half, they really came back af us, But
nothing is ever over at half-time and
they kept fighting il the very ond

-: ::: I":.... .hx_ =
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@@ \We started well
but when we
reflected on the
game, we were
disappointed with
our secﬂnd-haIE,,

and to be honest, we were luchy fo
coame out on top at all.

=W wiere under pressure and (o be
fair 1o Chiloe Sigerson, Laura Trescy,
Hena Buckley and a few others,
they've all stoed up. We stood our
ground and we groomnd ik out for the
last 10 minutes.

“We just necd to work on getting
the bhall out of defence to set up an ai-
tmck, Woe were playing defensively to-
wartls the end which made it really
difficult for aur forwarcds, We wens
low in numbers towards the top bul
as long as the scores aron’t @eINg in
at the othor end you'll got by

into the limelight

—

n. The 5t Catherine’s player is the main at-
Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

The tolemic Gemma O'Conrei 160
the fray mid-way through that en-
counter with damaged knee ling
menis, having gone into it with an
ankle problem. Manager Paudic
Murray has ruled her owt of the
equation for Sunday and Cork are
preparing to take on Kilkenny with-
ot her. The 5t Finbarr's legend I
doing evervthing she can to possibls
make some contributton according
to Cotter, who leaves you T no doubt
with her words anmd the tone thay ar
delivarod, atout the impact O Con
nor's absence will have.

“Gemma's injury ks a big loss at the
moment. We're trying to pick it uj
again, We're a small bit hopeiul bu?
vou never know. Al the IJ?Intrmr_'n'
wa're taking it that she's out.

Cork were denled & three-in-z-row
by Kilkenny 12 months ago anc
thoweh there were only four pelnis
between them at the final whistle
the gulf in performance wis wider
That has been 0 massive motivatior
this e, _

“You don't mind [osing onos
yrly' v griven L your best bot a ot o
us felt we didn‘t perform to onr bes
ability. We felt we didn't really de
ourselves justice. All credit to Kil
kenny, they were the botier team oF
thve dlay, they wanted 1t more than e
o the day and they were worth?
winpners by all means.

=Then veo med them in Char Mitkons
League final and we were anly dying
o play them again but they still go
the betier of us,

swWe've one maobe chance oo get b
right.”
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FOR the past 12 months one
game and one thought has accu-
pied the mind of 20-year-old
Hannah Looney.

That game wis kst gmr’s All-freland
final defeat 1o Kilkenny and the
thought has been about getting back

it anather Seplember showdown (o
righi tlsal wrong.

On Sunday Kilkenny ence again
st in thedr way. 5

y The full-forward kmows it won't be
ensy, She anil the team Enow they
will hivwe to e much betier than they
wore in their narrow win over Gal-
way in the semi-final and sha beliey-
&5 they will ba.

*Apninst Galway It was worrykng
ithat we had very low scoring hat
thankially we wene lucky enough lo
prind out the resolt, =aid Loonoy.
Galway are a serious side though so
veur Tiewer expeeted it be be casy. How-
ever, we know that oup performance
must be incroased Immensely if we
fre 1o have any chanee of beating Kil-
kenny.

“Since our gume againsi Galway,
there ks obvionsly a lof of things tlal
we have worked on however [ thing
every aspect of our gama will have to
be at 100% against Kilkenny, any-
thing bess than that will not do.”

Since that defeat in kast year's All-
Ireland final, the 20yvear-ald UEC
afudent and the sguad kave focused
on puiting that right and as they
lenve tnken st e sbep, being back in
this vear's final is exactly where they
wanted to be and where they have
worled =0 hard on gelting to.

“I think it's falr to say since the
oned of kst season, both plavers and
management have revolved our lives
on getting to the All-Iretand final
Comitpg home on the irain afer log.
ing a1 year amd all we wantoed was &
secnmdl chance and now w'e have it

“This iz exactly where we wanted
o be and mow that we're there, this is
only the beginning for us. Perform-
ing and going one step farther than
In=t year is our anly focus.”

A cloge epncounter in the semi-fnal
againsi Galway had a lot of sup-
porters worricd and for Looney and
Teer bisem thee feeling and antbcipation
of hearing the final whistle was
something she hopes won't happen
in this weekemd's final.

“The final fow minites against

vy were S0 nerve wrecking By
Gk, [don't knew how Aoife Murray
heops her nerve in goal for 50 many
wears, espoecinlly in such o elose
game. Being at the other end of the
pltch &5 a forwand fo whore all the ac.

Losing to the
Cats in final still
annah

Ak, .
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Cork's LH‘HanIi'l l-nuney.underplﬁmr! from Mirkam Twomey of Dubdin,

tlon is, ean be more nerve-wrecking
ak times. You're just praying that the
girls can ebenr the ball vp the piich,

“And to be fale to them, they kept
Thetfir compasuire and did exactly that,
Let's hope we won't experience the
same bense moments again.”

The final against Kilkenny is ex-
pected to be Cork's toughest Sume 1o
flate and Loonmey believes work rate
willl play o huge role in the sucoess of
the winners.

“We cxpoct an extromely physleal
and fasg pacEl Enme araingg Kilkens
ny. Without a doubt it will be onr
toighest game to date, Kilkenny
hawe an excellont defensive w00 u
that will be really hard 1o break
Ei R

“Thay alse have plenty of scoring
thremts that will need to be watched
andl are playing some top cliss cama-
e at the moment. We have full faith
in the management o pregine us for
thiz game in the best way possible
and after that 11 is wp fo us o glve |1

everything on the fiehd.

=1 believe wisnd will win it for us on
the day will bo our work rate We
need to bring intenziiy and a work
rate greater than anvthing we have
birotight before,”

The Aghada woman |s in her
fourth year with the senior set up
amul in that time she has seen a lot of
yvoulh come onta the team in which
shie believes is hugely important fo
bakanes the mixtues of Yot emd ex-
perience.

*“This year we have had some gread
additions to the sgud, Chloe Siger-
san and Nimmh McCarthy, two new
Eirs on the team this vear and you'd
awenr they have beon there for years
with the outtanding camogie thay
have been playing. | am =0 theilled
that Miamh has the opporiunity o
play in an All-Ireland finel in Croko
ifark. She has batiled throogh the
mogl horriflic injuries and has
missed ont in a8 whole underags ca-
reer and much mare and to come

L= =

e

back and be in this position o, it's

inspiring. .

“The blend of vouth and axperi-
gnce 15 spot on this year, The lEkes of
Gemma (O'Connot), Aedfe (Murray,
Orla {Cotter), and Rena (Buckley)
have years of experience In their

Toets and it i great (o be able to
epdd off that and learn from them.

“The stalwaris like Gomma, Qria
and The Mackeys continue to excel
for us this year but it i encouTaging
and gread to see that every player on
the tesxm now has the abilkly 1o lead
for us.

“For example, 1§ would ba unusual
for all six forwards not o appear on
the scoreshect and Orla Cronin has
reakly found her form in the center
{forward position this year.

“Tt"s hardl 8o sElieyve this vear 158 my
fourrth vear fnvalved in the setup. 1
jumpe-j on the bandwagon in 2014
and have had plenty of highs and
lows Bt abawe all, I'm fertinate
capikph 1o get the opportunity to go

Wy, Ry
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Hannah Looney celebrates after the semi
final.

Pictare: INFHO/Bryan Kean
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aut andd play what [ love with some o
my best friends, This year [ haw
heen playing a eole in the Gl for
ﬂmtrd Hmve thronghout the champion

k.

=1 suppose it is the dream to lins
ot for your county in an AllIrelanc
Nnal in Croke Park and 1 hopse | get
the opporiunity to do so. Compet
tHon iz extremaely Berce this vear and
na one really knows what tean will
g0 ot amd start for the fingl. Train-
bng sessions will always be competi
tive. However, at the samo time we &1l
back each other up becanuse we all
haee the smne end goal,

Oty we didn't have the hest
siart to onr season losing both the
league fnal and the Monster final
But we'dl D reasonably happy with
some of our performances through-
out the All-Ireland series. As ['ve
zqiid though, it is going to take an
awful lot more than what we have
dizplayed to overcome Kilkenny, bt
we are ready for L™



Niamh proud to

o Mary Mewman

A YEAR down the line with a lot of
experience and a national league
title to her side's credit Cork cap-
tain Niamh Ni Chacimh once
again leads her team to Croke
Park.

The huge honour of dolig 5o i not lost
on the primary school teacher in Goael
Scoil Ui Riorddin Ballincollig as cap-
tatisknE Cork in Croke Park for the sec.
o vear in o row 88 dream comm trise.

"Gotiing 1o play in an All-Ircland
{isal in Croke Park is so special, 1t was
reat to be captain last year and heart-
breaking to have lost but to capiain
Cork agninst this year 1 am so proud to
tla s,

“Ti's a huge honour and ome 1 neally
appreciate, | have huge faith in our
teamm and 1 Know we vwill give kb every-
thing to bring the tith: back.™

Miamh comes from & family whi are
very much invelved in all things GAA
Dad Denis is an Erin’s Own man
theough and through and is alsa very
much invelved fn the ladies footbail
club,

=y Dad is viee chalr of the ladles
football amd he was alsoe chaleman of
tha bugs;uwm'lu club a few Years aga,
my dad was the one who gof us all play-
ing hurling and feotball his love for the
e (iltered down o ye™

The “us” Miumh spraks aboul are
her two older brothers Shane and
Blark.

Shane is now ehght vears in Austra-
T and Mark 1= now in Mew Zealand
having previously lived in Canada for
two years 5o 1'% just Niamh and of
course her beloved dog Charlie at
hatme with mum aod dad, bat seon she
will be taking a short irlp aany also,

“] just bove teaching but I'm taking a
sharl career broak ta travel after the
All-Ireland, 1t will only be short as [
don'l intend being away for bowe.”

Charlie, the madra, is the primary
sehinol teacher's biggest fan, a title
held jointly with dad Donis who can be
seen ab every single game and at ve-
nues gvarywhere with the faithful
family pet in tow. Mum Ann isalsoa
big supporter of Niamh's and goes to
all the games.

Al this stage Charlie is the team

trascat,

Ninmh played U116 with Cork and
won Munster honours, In 2014 she was
a member of the Intermediate side thai
took the Diviclon 2 MNational League
fitle tut last year's defeat in the All
Irekand fingal B one that is remembered
anl s83kl s,

=W woent into that gomie against Kil-
kenmy wery well prepared and really
just a puck of o ball separated ws Bt
looking back we were a bif green, We
k0w whai o expect this year we am
all a year older and wa have learnesd
from Besing af Minal ot that level amd we
alza have the experience of winning
the leagwe title this year."

Wise words [roimn someane who's
professional life i= imparting know]-
cdge, & primary school teacher in
Gaelscoll Ul Riordiin Ballincollig
where she |5 permanenily employed
ihi Iast two yoars,

Miamh spent three greal years in
Senll Inseratha Littke 12land before &=

CAPTAIN'S CALL: Niamh Ni Chaoimh, Co

curing her permanent role in Ballin-
collkp.

Minmh is well known for her love of
the Irish language ard always insists
|!|-ﬁ:|1 her name appears as Gaclige on
a mmes and mixtch ris;

"ﬁwglr;?m primary achmﬁgnﬁlnnu-
tlaaense amld 1 then went on to Colhiste
an Phiarsaigh ns | have a lover for the
Irish language and 11 was great there,

= went on bo college Mary' limmac-
tate and | fust alwnys wants to teach in
n geelscoil,”

Despite playing her camogie with
Killeagh Mizmh is an Erin’s Own
worman through and through.

*1 consider Erin’s Own my home
club, | play football there and T started
my camogle with the club with Hilda
Eeohane in charge when | was abmat
e or sight. :

“Wi won a Junior © champlonship

nﬂﬂihhﬁmﬂﬂﬂhlhﬂﬂthﬁm:t{mmhmd.

apen day at (astle Road.

Picteze Eddie 0Hare
when [ was apourd 16 but after that the
team faded away and we didn’t have
any adult team. | was playing senlor
with Imokilly at the time and [ 'was told
I had to have a club to continue play-
ing. | knew a lot of the Killeagh girls
from playing with Imokilly o0 1 jusi
weerih v jokned Killeagh.

=Kevin 'Connor was in charge of
the team and made me &0 weleome |
love bt there I'm six years playing with
Killeagh.”

Minmh still charts Erin's Own prog-
fess and {5 glad (o see camogie at
underage bevel back in the cluk:

=11’z preat (o see camogbe there again
ani to soe all the young girls lining owt
i the club cobours.”

Having picked up the Rochestown
Park 96/ 1Efm Award for April Miamh
s=ys 1t wixe a hoge honour.

“was siunned to get ihe call amd |

Pictuze: INPHRO Lames Crombie

@eNiamh still

' charts Erin’s Own

progress and is glad
to see camogie at
underage back...

accepted it nof just for myself but for a
great group girls and mentors, it
greal o see camogie getting recognizesd
at these awards a5 a lot great players
have been honoured with i and 1 am
hmbled to hove besn chosen.™

Sunday's opposition are Bo
sirangers and the Cork leader knows
I:hui will be tongh.

“hienth are very strong they played
senior Jeague this year and it stood to
them, they did well against a lot of the
styong teams and thay be no push over
but we know what to expect having
Bt ot fo thim eartler in the year.”

Hopefully on Sunday, Miamb and
her team will get the day off 10 a per-
fisct start for Cork and she will be the
one making the trip up the steps to col-
lects the Jack MeGrath'Cup to add 1o
the National Leagae trophy sitting
prowily at home.

Callanan
hoping
for third
time tucky

m Mary Newman

AS the countdown o Croke
Park continued for Cork, the
minor captain of 2013 Lauren
Callanan was hoping this year
it"s third time lucky for her.

Having lost out to Kilkenny
i1 the miner replay in 2013 she
is hoping this time out she will
reap b rewands.

=Hopafully now on Sunday
we will be on the right side of
the result, {t's hard to bee oot
in a Ninal and something that
really huris.” 3

A member of the senier
panel in 2015 that won the title
Lauren opied oul last season
due to study commitments but
when Pauidie Murray asked
her 1o Pejoin the inlermediate
seuad again this year she de-
cided to give it @ go. The Glen
Rovers gird turned in a mag-
nificent display as Cork took
the leagoe title deTEatilr:ﬁ
Derry and has done woll in
the games to date,

*[ wasn't invalyved last year
when the giris lost out in the
intermediate final so hope-
Fully now this year we will re-
verse that pesalt, everybody is
working really hard and it
would be great to win it

Lauren lkas huge pralse for
her club who make It very
easy for horsell and Leanne
O Sullivan who is on the 2en-
ior panel to be part of the Cork
senior and intermediate set-

K.

“This year there are two of
us on the Cork senior and in-
termediate panels and it is

to get the support from
our club they don't put any
pressure on us at all and it ia
great to feave thit support, the
girls are fantastic and even
whan we are ot training they
understand and that it is all
abauL

“They are girls youo oome up
the ranks with they are your
clubmates and friends, our
mentors and commities are
great fo us they always glve us
hiigi support.”

At club jevel, Lauren has al-
ways hean to the fore in-all
feams @5 A& Youngster.
Amengst the homours won are
two county miner champlon-
ship and league medals, sen-
o B county league and cham-
plonship, UlG league and
champicnship. A player-of-
the-match accolade was also
ﬂlrled up i 2003 s the Senior

county tithe was won for e
first Hme in the clob's history,

However, she knows Meith
will be tough

“Thixy beat ws eartier in the
year and they are strong we
need to rerlly be at ounr best (o
win thiz one bt we will be

hugely determined to do 20,

Determination is one thing
Lauren Callanan ts not short
of, She may be =mall in stainne
but the heart, determination
and huge will o suceesd i in
everyihing she doed. Cur-
rently a student in UCC she
applies huge detail to her
stikily and sport and hopefilly
an Sunday that will be re-

warded with a Cork victory
and it couldn't happen for a
nicer girk



Cork intermediat
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and Acife 0'Brien all from Ballymacoda at the Cork camiogie open day

at Castle Road.

Pictue: Eddie 0'Hane

Determined Cork on
a mission to claim
glory in Croke Park

THE two teams that have
made it to the Liberty Insur-
ance Intermediate champion-
ship final both qualified

the Sme groug.

Meath secured top spof ina
tight race for the tep with
Cork as both teams took an
unbeaten record into their
third round mesting where
Meath edeged it in a thriller
where they had to sarvive in-
tense late Cork pressure. A
late Jane Dolan ensured
Meath prevabted bt they had
fa surirve fAve added minutes
to take the victory by the mind-

ML
‘This was the cnly Tnme this
Cork zlde have lost since they
wiore defeated inlast year's
All-Treland final afd ua.ll’rtqli‘ a
good & CHmpaign T
their belts, they went into
championship focused and
uw.i"l'hey l:I!'I."EI":HJ'I]E Gﬂ;w
in r opening game as the
racked up 2-12 and held Gal-
wity 1o nine paints to get thelr
campaign off to the perfect
start. Goals from Rachel
{'Shea and Caroline Sugrue
giving them the vital edge.

Carlow were next on the
journey and again the Cork
defence held solid as they
stopped Carlow from finding
the net in a close 1-11 to 0-7
chish. Cork had slght points to
;E-E.E"B' over Laoks Mdi:.llﬂl‘;&l;ﬁl.‘

g in an impressive as
they overcamme down.

Zinee last year's final defeat
ot the hands of Kilkenny this
Cork side has Iost just once
and all through this year, they
have been fecused on ﬁettin,g
back to Croke Park. A hugely
impressive leagtie campalgn
=aw them take the title as they
defeated Derry and from da
e Wi have geen the d .
nation in this team.

2017 has been a historic year
for Meath camogie as it
muarked thelr first appenrance
in Divislon 1 of the Little-
wods National Lea where
they lost out to Limerick.
Clare and Galway. They did
however run Offaly to two
points and that gave them a
huge boost as they got their in-
termediate champlonship
campaign up and running.

, The continued improve-
ments in the county has seen
jthem move steadily up the
ranks from participating in
Division 4 to Divislon ¥ and
there is an abundant supply of
'Iala-n ted yvoung players
coming through from the
wrder-age

canks. Along with
thie more players
gich as Mogan Thynne,

Chevenne O'Brien, Aoife Mi-

CAMOG

= Mary Newman

nagne, Claire Coffey, Jane
Dholain and the standard Is im-
proving consistently,

They got their champion-
ship off to & winning start
against Laoks hitting 4-15, but
they were lucky to deaw with
Laois in round two before de
feating Galway with four
points to spare in a round
thres conteat. Defeating Cork
wias a huge boost to them but
they were rocked back ag
Down battled to the finish to
secure a draw in round four, A
confident performance in
thedr lasi game gave them the
points needed to top the group
as they overcame Carlow with
an a 310 to 0-1 seore line,

This is Meath's first cholee
side and they will go as very
alight favourities on this basis
alone, in 2012 they were
crowned Premler Junior All-
Ireland champions and since
then they have worked fo-
wards Sunday.

Cork despite fielding the
county's second adualt team
have always put huge effort
into this competition, ThE;
head the rall of henour wit
three titles won in 2000, 3002
and 2008 and have been
runners-up on five sccasions.

Last year, without doubt,
was the most disappointing of
all when they lost out to Kil-
kenny by a point in a game
they looked to be in cof-
trol of bt a lapse in concan-
tration proved costly as Kil-
kenny hit them with late goals
to edge it

Last penr's defeat will stand
to Cork and the experience
gained will be invaluable all
bast two of the sides played last
vear, Lauren Callanan and
Roisin Killeen, are into the
team this vear and both are
huge additions and neither
will be unduly worried about
their first appearance in
Croke Park.

Cork will need to go at
Meath from the throw-in and
if they can get fast ball into
Linda Collins she is capable of
canzing hnge problems for the
Meath defence.

All through this eampaign
Cork have been racking up an
impressive tally of points in
all games and they will need to
eontinue thiz. The Cork de-
fonce has been excellent in all
games and I they can main-
tain their focus they should
have the upper hand on the
Meath aftack.

Kilkenny's Claire Phelan tries to stop Cork's Eimear 0%5ullivan in last year's All-ireland final.

TWELVE months is a very long time
insport.

When I sat down to write an All-freland
preview between Cork and Kilkenny In
2016 the ranking of both teams in advance
of that final was very different to the
startus they hold today as they go head to
head again on Sunday,

Cork were heading for three in a row of
senifor titles and looking to top the leader
board with 27. Kilkenny were appearing
in thelr third final in four years, baving
lost the 2003 and 2014 deciders to Galway
and Cork.

I felt the pressure was all on Kilkenny,
Cork in a mere relaxed position, with
happy, recent memaories of Croke Park on
All-Ireland final day. Mone of the Kilken-
iy squad had a senbor medal, the Cats’ 1ast
victory being in 1994,

Here we are heading into Sunday’s final
with Kilkenny as All-Ireland champions,
Mational League champlons for the sec-
ond successive year and faveurites 1o
make it back to kack championship titles.

So where did it go so right for Kilkenny
and so wrong for Cork? I'll start with
Cork. The key reason they lost the 2006
title was because they didn't want it
enough. The game seemed fo pass a kot of
them by. Maost of the 50/50 balls, Kilkenny
Wl

The four-point winning margin fat-
tered Cork, an injury time Orla Cotter
goal, from a free, giving a better reflection
mﬁm liﬁmm'] the biggest role in any

11m plicy' s tiwe DIEIES

game agnf; Kilkenny had it in abundance.
They played with an aggression and confi-
dence they hadn't shown in the past.
When Cork came at them with three suc-
cossive points early in the game, Kilkenny
responded with four. That was the differ-
ence to previous years,

Kilkenny's high felding is impressive.

They are, In full fikght, exciting to watch:
running at specd, overlapping and giving
pin-point passes,

Ome All-Ireland victory can propel yoo
into a super team, How the mindset can
change with that win is stoggering and
Kilkenny are sure to run onte Croke Park
with a greater swagger than last year,

Kilkenny's game plan was to minimise
the influence of Gemma 0'Connor at
centre-back. They plnll,nnd it wide with
every ball and certainly Gemma didn’t
control the game the way she typlcally

5.

Kilkenny don’t seim B hike b Worcy
about Gemma this time around as she is
almost certainly out for Sunday’s final
e 1o knes injury ﬂkm up in the semi-
final. She was advised of six weeks re-
covary, having only three w play with,
and Cork"s management had bo come oul
carly and rule her out.

Ortherwise, it wonld have Ieft tooe much
uncertainty within the camp. Thoy hacdl 1o
drive on with a different centre-back ancd
game plan and keep the players focused
on just the final alone,

Hoth camps have improved this season,
with greater s oq the bench, Cather-
ine Foley and Jenny Reddy have come
back into the Kilkenny squad after a year
putt, the former a massive addition in the
full back line and Jenny scoring one of
Kilkenny's two goals in their semi-final

Cork’s Rena Buckiey; Deirdre Ashe, Liberty Insurance; Camogie president Catherine Heary ane
Anna Farrell with the cup ahead of Sunday’s All-Ireland final.

Pacture: Piaras O Midheach/Sportshil

All to play for
as stakes high

Ficture: bnphayTarmies Crombis

victory. Jenny Clifford and Holsin Phelan
have stepped up from the intermediate
squad while Danjelle Morrissey and Ash-
ling Molan have moved from minor,
straight in. :

Danielle is a true find and is a regular
pow at lelt cormer-forwand, scoring 0-3 In
the seml. Defensively Kilkenny have a
number of changes with Clalre Phelan,
Grace Wialsh and Ashling Dunphy in the
typical starting 15. Phelan missed the
semi-final due to o hamsiring sirain but
has been training since.

The introduction of Miamh MeCarthy,
the progression of Chloe Sigerson and
Libhy Copplnger and the return of Julia
White has also given Corkl grealer oplions
than they had in 2006, Sigerson has main-
tained the left half back position which
has freed up Emer O°S5ullivan as a great
impact sub. Cork have of course lost the
sorvices of Bricge Corkery who {ook a
vear out from playing both codes while
she ponders her fulune, !

Will Cork go ultra-defensive in the ab-
sence of Gemma? Will they go playor for
player? Tactics will once sgain play o g

'L,
rm| fizel this is the hardest of All Ireland
final io eall in recont years. If both teams
bring thelr A’ game, i1 diffioult @ separ-
aie ihem, Wihat a team needs affer that ks a
hit of luck on tha dry. I conld jist come
diowim to that.
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Club: Kildalkey,
Positbon:
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member of the 8
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¢ Div 4 and Div 2
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BEVERLY
LYMCH
Chub: Kilial ey,
Positione
Forward,

A student and
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player wi
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Leinster and
u=17 Alllreland
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ELLEN
CONNEELY
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Position
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EMMA
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Position:
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Club:Ma
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Forward.
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Clulb: Na
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Position:
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Makritaining
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Club:
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and All-Inelam

i medals. collection

Irelanits. team. NN S

future. ¥ her best. ¥ foher credit.

a
L
i

I
AISHLING |/

I KEANE | ! PAYNE
o Clube Blackhall Club: Ma
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HELEN
MURPHY
Club: Blackhal
Position:
Wing-back
First year

on e panel
fior this dual
pirhoaer
vl has lots of
talent in bath
codes.

KRISTINA
TROY

Club: Blackhall
Gaets,
Position:
Forwand.

has l'.'ll'-"' !-aru:l
4 Loge medals,

~ andwason the

2012 All-treland

wiinning team.

EMILY
MANGAN
Club: Blackhall
a5,
Position:
Goalkeeper,

A poc fada
chamipion, Div
2. 34 League
rmigdials, and
twe All-Ireland
titles - atop

SINEAD
HACKETT
Club:
Dunboyne

tearm. Sinead
Faes bwo All-

Ireland medals

and a Soaring
Star award.

O'BRIEN
Clube Kiltale,

KIRBY

mogie Panel 2017

CLAIRE
COFFEY
Club: Ma
Fianna.
Position:
Full-back,
The captain,
has Div 2,

3. 4 League
medals. a
Prermier Jurnior
Al-iredand and

a Soaring Star. |

Clish: Kiltala,

MAGGIE
RANDLE
Cluhe
Donaghmone |
Ashbouma,
Position:
Gialkbepar,
Thereserve
goalkesper,
she can boast
a Puncell Cup
and Alkretand

e » i
1 i oy 1‘

.._*r‘_ -r
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p!q KEOGH
u’- Cluk:: Kildalkey

GRACE
COLEMAN
Clukbe Killyon.
Pogition:

s Forwand,

Flying theflag
Tor Kilhyon,
attacker

Grace has o
Div 2 League,
Letnster u-16
and Minor B All
Inedand rwedals.

i

All-Ireland intermediate Camogie Final
Meath v Cork
sunday 10th September Croke Park

ADIFE
MINOGUE
Chub: Dunderey,
Position:
Farward,

A Purcell Cup
C'5hipand a
player of tha
match award,
o Div 2 Leagua
Wit Meath
and urngder-age
honours.

. O'NEILL
¢ Clube

LOUSE
DONOGHUE
Cluks Kiitale.
Position: wing-
back,
Top plavver who
l wona 2009
N Soaring Star,
Purcell Cuprin
07 and 09, All-
i Ireland in 2012

Clul: Ma Flunrh:l"“ e
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Forward, 1R Position: SERENE  midfiesd or half-% el dl Wing-back.
A good eye .*n,. Midfield or RO Lactk. y_;. Exparienced
Y forscoresand SRS forward, Qpla.w D 2,
alsoastudent (L. Won All-Ireland name-:lnlmrr'r i 3,4 League
' withaLeinster ¢ -.;-!,.‘ in 2012, has o of-theyear medlals, five
L Intermediate  # Div 3 and Div Wﬁ with her chisb Leinsters, All
M medalanda EERE d League ﬁ% in 2076, Plays ireland 2012 Hatlonal the Meath
| Div2 League ; miedals amd b football with and a Soaring League IS footbail

Star award, ;’|| 4 . & it team.

= Dunboyne. (i
"  Positlon: M Position:

" Defender. i Foreard,

i Injured, wan & valuable
All-dretand mermber of the |
in 2012, also s panel, Paula
has enjoyed also planys for

Position:
Forward.
Under-age
| Lelnster and
'S Al-lretand
gy medals plus
Div 2 League
and Leinster
= Intermediate
Y medals,

Talented star

= with abeight
future. Div

four Lisinsters. i'!ﬁ Moynalway,



Megan Thynne -in action
Tor Meath agalnst Cork
inthe qualifying group
game at Teim last Juby -
will e & Key player for the
Royals on Sunday,
=Interviow P42,

i'-L‘:TEI'-!'mLL\ ’rmhe Ili!hapmﬂ'dm} of the lli:ﬁdt
Miath camogie manager John Davis will send his team out at Croke
Park on Sundiay for the All-lreland Intermediace decider.
However, the road to Croke Park had an unfikely baptism on a day
that will go down as a turning point, all 47 of them, in Ratoath on
Sunday 25t Jume 2006
Menth faced Dublin's second team in the Allireland Junior
Camogie Championship - they scurried off the pitch after losing
by 47 points (0-3 10 10-200.
¥ Twio teenagers whi stared that day have journeyed with
~ the veam since.
~  For Dunboyne woman Sinead Hacken and Kiltale's Louise
T Domoginse (bebosw), the challenge of facing Cork in the All-
Ereland Intermediate Camogie final at headquanters is a far
!E; cry from that chastening experience in Ratoath in 2006,
.&’f A\ Then, the teenagers were new faces on a team that had
rarely won a gamie of any consequence.
Drafted into the starting 15 from promising
under-agme teams, the duo recallisd that

' _ = i . ‘rﬁ Ratoath debacle at last week's medin night.
F 1 -i There is a ring of confidence about the
) - Meath pm:l ahead of Sunidins televised
/ %, | decider against Cork - a belief that Meath can
f o | ' make the leap to the op grade.,
It would complete a remarkable journey tha

started for Meath o1 the fmal whisthe on ths darck
ik in Rateath in 2006

B READ THE FULL STORY - PAGE 46.
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All-lreland Intermediate Camogie Final
Sunday 10th September

MEATHV CORK(: £

CONALL &

~Ni i IED
COLLIER
spcrtsEmaglhcurnacka s

MY VERDICT

ast vear's beaten finalists

Cork hodd the high ground

abead of Sunday's All-
reland Intermedizte Camogie
Champicnship final against Meath at
Croke Park, 2pm.

Meath will be facing Cork"s second
earn on Sunday and if the Munster
sidie wim there will be nio promotion
0 the senbor grade.

Cork will be eager to atone fior kst
vear's final defeat by Kilkenny {1-11 1o
3-6) a5 they make a sixth appearance
i the decider of a competition
har was introduced in 2006 as a
replacement for the Sendor B. Cork
wion that inaugural intermediate
the, but have since lost four finals.

The live television curtainraiser
will give Meath with an opporiuniny
o Step up 1o the senfor grade ona
g day for the Camogie Association
it headquarters that will feature the
enior inal between Cork and and
(ikenny at 4pm.

The day’s curtainraiser at 12pm
vill feature the Premier Junior final
etween Westmeath and Dublin.

Five vears ago Meath won the
*remiber junior ttle, a sucoess
hey added to the junior crown
hey won in 2008, but the third
ier championship didn't, and
till doesn’t, merit the attention of
he: live television cameras. IUs an
incemaly that should be addressed.

An exira burden for Corkon
sunday is that Paudie Murray is the
nanager of both the senior and
neermediate teams.

“It"s a wery challenging role when
woith teams are In finals on the same
Lay at the same venue, but with a
ery supportive backroom team
sverything will be taken care of to
sesure each team is well prepared
otake to the feld,” Cork Camogie
M0 Shirley Moloney told the Meath
Thronicle.

“Hoving two teams in the
inal agadn this vear shows the
letermination of each panel to
sut in the work and commmmitment
weeded to get back into each final,

hie players have experience from
251 year 50 that is beneficial and they
an draw on that,™ she added.

Cork’s second string won the Div 2
League ttle this vear with a 2-06 1o 1-5
Actory against Derry, the team they
ilso defeated in the semi-final of the
Tempionship, but they will adopt
 catitioaes approach to Meath after
ey lost by a point in a group game
mst July at Trim,

Om that occasion Meath secured
op spot bn the race for qualification
rom their group with a hard-earmed
O T A iy

. i
IPREVIEW];

Meath displayed signibcant battling
qualities to survive intense late Cork
pressure and a G0th minute Jane
Dolan goal was the cniecial score.

Dolan’s performance will be
important, but the progress the
team has made i reflected by the
fact that there are other players
capable of inflicting damage on the
scoreboard if Cork adopt tight-
marking tactics on the Blackhall
Gaels player,

Bolan is usually targeted *for
‘special treatment” by defenders and
it will be up to the referee to deal
promptly and correctly with any
issues that arise on that front.

Players of the calibre of Aolfe
Mimegmee, Megan Thynne, Cheyenne
(' Brien and Kristina Troy will also
pose major problems for the Cork
rearguard.

Meath defenders will have to
curtail the likes of Katelynn Hickey,
Rachel 0'Shea, Keeva McCarthy,
Maeve McCarthy and Caroline
Sugrue and it's expected that the
Cork selectors will have a full-

panel to choose from.

*There are a few Injury worries,
bt the players will undergo fitness
tests in the coming days to ensune
they are fully At inthe run up to the
final," added the Cork PRO,
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FIRST MOLND
Meath 4-15, Laois 18

MATHARLAL LR

BT

|
i 11 :

Cork 212, Galway 0-9
SECOND EGLUND

Bdeath 1415, Galway' 2% Cork 11, Carlow 0=,
THERD BOUKD

Meath 39 Cork O-T1
FOLURTH ROUND

Meath 1-14, Down O-17 Cork 118, Laois 27,
FIFTHROUMD

Meath 310, Carlow O-4; Cork 3-11, Down O-5,

B RTE

First round - Meath 07, Limerick 018,

Second round - Meath 19, Clane 214,
Third rownd - Meath 15, Galway 315
Foarrth round - Maeath 2-6. Ofiaky 2-8.
HOHM Z

First round - Cork O-13, Galway 0-6.
Second round - Cork O-17, Westmeath -5
Thind rownd - Cork 5-12, Armagi -5,
Fourth round - Cork 1-12, Kildane 1-8,

SEMIIFINALS
Meath 12, Kildare 110
Ciork 211, Denry 07

the strenghs and weaknesses of
his team and is also aware that
experience will be a key facton

Emily Mangan, Claire Coffey, Aine
Keogh, Louise Donoghue, Troy,
Dodan, Hacken and Acife Maguine
all feanured in that 2002 All-Ireland
Premier Junior sucoess and they
all know what s required to win at
Croke Park.

Curtailing Cork's ability to run
from deep positions will be vital and
if Meath can achieve that it will be
a major plus in their b4d to earn a
place in the top ter,

The rioht re<ude Tor the Camoeis

Fiftth round - Cork O-21, Antrim 27,
semi-final - Cork 018, Carlow 17,
Final - Cork 2-16, Derry -5,

Association would be a win for
Meath instead of a second team
taking the title again,

[f the Meath players can deliver one
meore match-winning performance
it will complite a marvellous
rransformation from the backwaters
of the fourth tier champéonship to
the top grade under the tutelage
of a manager who never seeks the
lirme g

[avis has achieved some significant
upsets during his near 20-vear role
patrodling sidelines for Meath hurling
and camiogie, bo Win Gne mone gane
wonild comphete thse pourmsey.

*There's wonderful people
working in Meath camoghe, so many
people working hard, passionate
about the sport and what they dao
and | veould bove for the county to gzl
behind them, toSuppart the team in
Croke Mark on Sunday,” stated Davis.

MEATHI{PROBABLE}

Emily Mangan: Emima Coffey, Clane
Coffey, Ellen Burke; Aine Keogh, Aoife
Maguire, Lauite Danoghue: Cheyenns
O'Brien, Kristina Troy; Moegan Thynne,
Aoile Minogue, Amy Gallney; Caroline
Cuinn, Jane Dotan, Sinead Hackedt,



Treacy and Cork in search

of glory = and atonement

Liberiy b A el Sy
Carmovps Frvd

CORK V KILKENNY
Sunday: Crofe Park, 4pm
Riederan: Owan ESiom. Anbrim
TV: RTE Tam

quhaﬁ_ﬂ‘nrmicnn_

For Gemimd, for themselvies,
and for the regrets that have
lingered during the past 12
moaiths,

Cork camogle manager
Paudie Muarray insisted this
woek that his team slidn’i
bl o el ALLIrelasd win
of 2015, The fellowing vear's
campaign became rbout the
three in a row and nothing
clse The focus wasn't what it
shoukld have heen, netther was
their preparation. Abtitudes
werent Fight. The med resuli:
The three kn a row never ma-
ferialised.

Laura Treacy was left
corner-back on the Cork team
which fell {0 Kilkenny by four
polnts in the 2016 dechder. The
warning signs, says the Kill-
capgh defender, huad been flash-
ing right throughout the

O'Sullivan
replaces
O'Connor

Therese O'Callaghan

There i o changs 106 (ha
Codk senior i leam fior
Sunday's Libarly Insurancs
All-ketand final againsl Kilken-

a1 Croke Park {4pm) with
Eimaar G Sullivan starting in
place af the njured Gamma
O Connear;

O Sullivan is selacted 1o
play a1 radligld wath
Thampaon fevening 10 centra-
back. O°Connor picked up a
serious knoo injury in the Al
Irsland seené-linal against Gal-

Wiy,
Coork; will also oonbast tha in-
tarmadiate final They ame up
against Maath with a 2pm
1Rrciedin,
Cork senior beam: & Muiray, P
Muckey., A BuckleyiCapl), L
E.m:,. :'_.nlrrul.uu-..l. mpsan,
m;{. .n.Ht:n'c-m' 'rh & Cronin, Q
I Lw‘"‘l“ mulf
tackery

Cork intermediate beam: A Loe; L
Wosie, 5 Hamrimgion, MW M
Chagimh (Capi}; R Killogn, 5
Basry: ¥ Dicray, K ot H'rld
T i , riFy,
MeCanhy; B '::I"EHH. L Colling, C

Sugrua.

summar. Wexford had taken
thitm o axtrastime i tee Al
Ireland semi-final. Had Cork
been right, they would have
had that result wrapped wp
well inslde the regulation G0
miimates.

“2006 Mopped,” says the 22-
yvoar olid. "We weren't Fit
enough golng inte the final. §
wais frying o cenvines miyselfl
I'was ready for the ganse when
I don't think I really was. We
wire trving to convines our-
selviesd we were golng well
when, in reallty, there was so
masch e in us.

SWe trained hared and we
sald to ourselves wie were
training hared, it we weren't
training hard enough, The
workraie we brought in 2014
and 2015 was phenomenal. We
Tt diadn'e end wp getting that
pear golng In 2006, 'We dbdn't
do ourselves justice and, as a

resnlt, a load of ns have re-
grets. | think a lot of odder girks
came back because of how
W6 fnished. 15 we had won, a
couple of them might have
slippod away,™
Whereas last year centred
o the tivee inoa row, Sunday
is mbout atonement. As Paudie
Muarray remarked in this
iupr.-r a forinight apgd, there
was been only one team in
their heats all vear. Kilkenny
and Cork, toa lesser extont,
have pulied marginally clear
of the pack and if they avoided
cach other al the All-lreland
spani-final stage, then this was
always the Hkely final pairing.
To reserve the current
ariler, Cork ans going to have
to reach a gear nod ved fownd
in 200%. Ann [owney's Cats
have won league titles either

Cork's Libby Cappinger and Ann Marie Stare of Galway. The dual ace already picked

CALM BEFORE THE STORM: Lawra Treacy, left, and Ashling Thompson chill out cutside the Rodsestown Park

Hotel im Cork last month. Treacy is desperate to win Sunday’s camogie decider for the injured Gemma

Oo'Connor.

side of reclaiming the O DulTy
Cup andd In champlonship
fare, they haven't beon
froubled since Cork stopped
them in e 2005 semi-final,

“W¥e just wank to get the per-
formamed out of oursalves we
know iz in there,” says
Treacy.

“Thankfullv, the games
have been going well enongh
throughout the year. Killen-
ny are a super leam and hive
been the team to beat this
year. We have said to our-
EELL‘hﬂﬁr:!'hL:tp:;ﬂ:.lEE '.lﬂﬂ"ﬁ E:rd
cnough, LW Vi
enough in the bag that will
come out on matchday. We
want to bring the work-rate
that we lacked Last year.

“This year, whatever the re-
sult might be, we don't want
any regrets. Last vear, thire

up a football Al-treland at senior level last year,

was samething missing.” =

Az much as they'll want to
right the wrongs of last year,
this is an All-Ireland they are
trying to win for Gemma
O'Connoer, The long-servin
Cork playver suffered mediz
ligagment damage during the
semi-final win over Galway
and so wan'l feature at GAA
HE on Sunday,

Ashling Thoempsoen is set fo
be named at centresback in
O'Connor's absence, with
gither Eimear O'Sullivan or
Julie White coming into the
starting team: " Someboly has
to step in and they are big
sheos to fill. Gemma 1= a leg-
end of the game. [ have looked

b her since | was g0 small,
iz such a leader. She is an
ahsaluiely massive boss.

"Collectiveldy, wo'ne golig to

Picture: INPHOBrvan Kean

Ficture: Ko (aughlan

have ta drive it on (o make
sure Gemma gels the All-Ire-
land medal she dezerves. She
deserves it more than any-
body given what she has beon

through the last couple of

Visira.

“SWhen [ joined the sguad as
a 17-year old in 2012, Gemma
was one of the older players
wha really made me feel wel-
come and really made me feal
al home. It was no different
when | broke ondo the feam for
e 2014 championship, she
was one of the more experd-
cnced players who'd always
be loaking ont for you on the
feld.

“It will be-a massive chal-
lenge without Gemma, It s a
challenge we are ]:u:l:iﬁ
ward to. If me work hard, the
porformance will coms.

RENA

| BUCKLEY
BSc (Physiotherapy)
2008

Buckley
aims for
medals
record

Mary White

Former dueal star Rona Bick-
ley could become the most
decorated player in GAA his-
tary on Sunday should Cork
claim back the O Tuafly Cup.

The Inniscarra player wi
hiel for an incredibde 18th sen-
for All-Ireland medal when
she takes to the fleld in Croke
Park, and should Cork defeat
Kilkenny, the 30-year-old will
officially become the most
decorated player in GAA his
tory, male or female.

In doing so; sh will surpass
her friend and former team-
mate Briege Corkery, who
holds 17 Celtic Crosses — 11 in
foothall and six in camogic.

Buckley is sef to make his-
tory regardiess-as she will be-
come the [rst player ever to
captain Cork to both & senior
camogie'and footbhall ALl
land final. In 2002, she 1ifod
the Brendan Martin Cup with
the ladies footballers. i-
ing Kerry in the final, and
should she lift the O'Luffy
Cup on Sunday, she'll make
douhle histary, -,

Buckley replaced Alsling
Thompson as captain of the
Cork senior camogie side this
year having helped Inniscarra
to the Senfor Cork Camoghe
Champlonship title against
Milford last winter, and in
doeing 50 she opted out of Ephie
Fitrgerald's sguad 1o focus her
efforis as camogie capialn.
Her experience was mizsed
during the footballers' All-Ire-
land semi-final defiat o Moo
im last Saturday’s All-Iretand
semi-final in Brefini FPark -
Just the second ever defeai for
Cork since bowing out in the
ﬂﬂsil-]nland quarter-final

nst TyTone,

Buckley was the Cork cap-
tain that day in 2060, but she
will be hoping the same falo
does nol befall her froops on
Snnday, inwhat s a Fepeat of
the 3016 senjor All-Irelansd ca-
g final

The Dopoughmare foot-
baller alresdy has numerons
meeodades to her name, includ-
ing multiple All-5tars in both
codes, and senjor All-Ireland
club championdhips which
she won alongside former
three-time All-Ireland-win-

ning caplain Juliet Murphy.

Limimmghe
laver. Lt
{eat iy il
phashol b=,
Rerui Hockhey
syl

|1 e Fecuind wiih unoiber

AT peleed i im ot b st
v, Buckhos, whio lusds 17 senior
Al brechned maeclobs, reliapeisdued

fust bl T s sunmurmer (o R

otk purn g [ ot Heerag s
i, suchy ing e beer Ao
i Sirts Pnsiothoragn ansd

capiaining Cork’s camopie Learm.
1oy 008 she was presented with e
UL D Adusnd Asward



Leavy hopes past heartbreak can
drive Westmeath girls to glory

GILINDUFEY

VESTMEATH senior camo-
ie captain Fiona Leavy can't
rait for a rare day out in
roke Park as the Lake Coun-
¢ side gear up for Sunday’s
[l-Ireland Premier Junior
hampionship final against
ublin on Sunday at GAA HO
2 nbon).

Thiz is a breakthrough for
destmicath's wielders of the
aman, who have already
eaten Dublin in the group
g, but only just.

“This particular squad have
ever played in Croke Park
0 it's greak o help put West-
1eath camogie back on the
1ap,” she said.

“The underage structure
as been there and this is
15t a great event and oppor-
nity for us on Sunday 5o we
re really looking forward o

When asked why things are
oming right for Westmeath
amogie this year, firstly
iona reflects on last
ear, “We lost the semi-final
y a point after extra-time to
arlow, who went on to win
last year. In the last few
ears we have been there or
rereabouts, but this year we
awve a very big squad and re-
iy good players in with us, 1
1ink the management really
sarned from being iInwithus
15t year as well,

“Losing the semi-final last
car was heartbreaking, but
think it’s days ke that, that
ring abodst the want togoon
nd try and win an All-Ire-

Wastrmeath's Fiona Lesvy and Dublin's Emer Keenan pletured
close to Croke Park ahead of this Sunday’s Liberty Insurance

= —_—

All-lreland Premler Junlor Champlonshilp Final. 2ICTURE: BapHGOS

JAMES CROMBIE

land, which is never easy to
do.”

Dublin stand between
Westmeath and the Kay Mills
Cup. There's been a huge re-
surgency in camogie in the
capital - particularly in 2017,
with the senior side advanc-
ing to their first All-Ireland
semi-final in 27 years.

And Leavy is fully aware
af the challenge that Dublin
will pose. "Dublin are doing
great, and if other counties
were (o look at them, what
they have done for camogie

is incredible. They are really
putting In the effort, and they

are really getting the rewards  Malread, Joanne and Edel McCormack at uaiﬁngaswenmutn pfq:u:r-u- for thelr ﬁll-ln:lan:f
cameghe final clash agalnst Dublln. FHOTO: 20N MOCAULEY.

as well as a resultof it

“We played them a few
weeks ago in the group siages
and we won by a point. It was
a very close game, and they
are a very good team, 50 we
won't be taking anything for
gramted come Sunday, and 1
suppase neither will they.

“We know each other, but
that doesn't mean anything
- on the day it's an All-Ire-
land final and it's Croke Park.

Sometimes it°s the players
that might not have got the
media attention that shine
on All-Ireland final day.”
Looking back on the year,
Westmeath plied their trade
in Division 2 of the Lirtle-
woods Ireland National
Camogie League, and while
Dubdin were a division below,
they did come away with Di-

vislon 3 gllverwane,
Raharney's Leavy - who has
also played ladies' football
for Westmeath, and played
her part in All-Ireland suc-
cess = says there's not much
between the divisions.
“Division 2 this year was ab-
solutaly brilliant. Going ouwt
in January we weren't sure if
we wotlld be competitiveand

tor e honest we were, We had
a great victory over Kilkenny
and another win over Kil-
dare, o that all stood 1o us.
Those games were absolutely
brilliant for us as a squad,
but when you look back it
Feels Hke a lifetime ago now,
it's all about Seprember and
playing inan All-lreland inal
now thowgh,” Fiona added.

CAMOGIE: LIBERTY INSURANCE ALL-IRELAND PREMIER JUNIOR FINAL F'ﬁE'l.l’IElu'lur

PAUL HUGHES

WHEM Westmeath's senior
camogie side take to the hal-
lowed Croke Park turf for
their All-ireland premier jun-
ior championship final against
Dublin on Sunday {1Z2pm),
it will b a first for the entire
panel.

Given the sheer amount
of experience in the panel -
names like Dinah Loughlin,
Pamela Greville and Denise
McGrath come to mind - man-
ager Johnmy Greville says that
it’s “amazing o think they
haven't put one foot on the
grass”.

For that reason, the Raha-
mey man - who has been in
charge of Westmeath’s senior
camogie set-up since Fast year
= hias put a bot of work into get-
ting his charges ready for the
cauldron of emotion that is
GAA headouerters.

“It’s fanrastic, but at the
same time, you have to deal
with it and make sure the
emotions don’t overawe
them,” Johnny said, during
last Friday's pre-final ‘mest
and greet” with local camogie
fans in TEG Cusack Park.

“It= iImportant that we go
out and stick to. our plan.
Weve gone through things in
fine detall over the last few
wislen, it weve put a fafr biv
of work into ensuring that the
girls can cope with the ocea-
s

“You know, there g golng

Westmeath senlor :a'm»nle_
manager, Johmny Greviile,
FHOTO:KETH WISEAAN

i b emotion, and there are
golmg to be mistakes made on
the day, but it"s about dealing
with them and making sure
they're not the overriding
factor on the day. You can al-
ways recover, don’t look hack
ancd don't look forward, think
#bouit the next ball.”

Getting to Croker was the
target at the start of the year
for Greville and the West-
meath girks, *We should have
done it last yvear,” said the
manager, looking back re-
fully on & semi-final defeat to
Carlow, Getting past Armagh
in this year's cormesponding
fixture allowed his troops 1o
breathe "a harge sigh of relief",

Lowking back on o relatively
succedsbul seazon, Greville

dl

.A.tmeﬂ-lreimd nnwﬂuﬂmﬂpﬂﬂuuﬂt l.'_l'e‘.rlttPallt L=R: Fiona memmhmnlm
Claire Coffay, Meath (Intermediate) Rena Buckley, Cork (Senior; Defrdre Ashe, Liberty Insurance;
Camoghe Association President Catherine Neary; Anna Farrell, Kilkenny CSenlor) Miamb Ni
Chaairnh. Cork (ntermediatel; and Emer Kecnan, Dublin Clunlor) FICTURE: B HOAMES CROMBIE.

said that a sobering 07 to
05 league defeat to Cork in
a rain-soaked St Loman's Last
February wasa "huge learning
curve” for Westmeath,

A very positive Division 2
campaign was the spring-
bexard fior a tremendous crack
at the Lelnster intermediate
camogie championship. In
that competition, Westmeath
upset the adds to dismanthe
Wexford and Kilkensy, before
they eventually lost out ta
Laois in the final.

*Those wins really stood to
us polng nto the All-lrelands,
and we had a eouple of handy
wins against Wickbow, Water-

ford and Ofaly, before perting
across the ne againg: Dublin,
anad then beating Armagh.®

As for Dublin - who West-
meath defeated by a point in
the championship's group
stage - Greville is expecting
a fierce baitle between two
evenly matched teams.

Since the sides met in Au-
gust, Dublin have benefited
from the regrading of a num-
ber of unused senlor players.
However, Westmeath were
also understrength when they
saw off the Metropolitans in
Parnedls.

“They had great movement,
hekght and plosicality,” Gre-
wilke said of the Dubs. “They
Feadl a ot ol togy ckass anributes.
The goalkecper hind & huge
puckout, they”" iz bkl from

long range frecs. Their full-for-
ward, Acife Bolger, sconed 22

on e day, They have threats
all over the feld, and we feel
wi have the same. And we
where missing a few playvers
on the diay oursetves, but they
have strength in depth ke us.
I think they don't fear us, like
we don't fear them,

*The girls have come on
mentally and physically
throgghout the year, and we
hove a very versatile panel
with a great balance beiwesn
youth and experience.

“ac fr ps wie're concermed,
WE'rE Concenirating on aur-
selves and our own game, But
we're not belng naive and 1o
tally dismissing the oppositon
as regards preparation. We
Tywve po clio oar bsomawsork amcl

ke Aiwase Daowes, bat generally

Westmeath boss wants players
to leave Cror Wlth no regrets’

when it comes to finals, if you
gt your gwn house right, you
wion't be too far off the mark.”

Grevilke is delighted o have
a fully fit panel of 26 ready
for the final, and gives huge
credit to his backroom team o
Jimmy Greville, Jim Bob Baker
Frank Mullen (selectors), Johr
Gilligan (strength and condi
gy, Tomes Mot (srats,
and Keith Begley {(perfor
mance} for having the pane
sowell prepared.

The key thing for his pane
of players, Greville insists, i
b leavee Crode Park on Sumnda
hinvifg no Pegrees,

“It"s a big occaston,”™ he con
tinued. “You see all the kids
here today - if it does good
for Westmeath camogie, it"l:
diefinitely propel it to the nex
lewvel,

“At club level, there's a Lol
of brilllant players. The LiGs
wor an All-Ireland last year,
and we wan o Minor 'B° this
year. The playvers are there
amdl the furure §s b Ighl, b
ir's really important thist wie
o ot and perform, and [Fwe
bring the cup home, it really
pushit on furthoes.

“Finals are so hard 1o win,
espicially when you go to the
ultimate arena. 11 be saying
anve Uhing tor thes Hil'l‘- - dlan‘t
have any Megrets come Sui-
day night. For some of them, i
iy b thelr last opportunity.

g hur.lnﬂ_ T e CRLTL
et farm, and @ thilnk that
w g ot and perform, we'l
winy, ™ acded Gresvdlbe:
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1 wms 0 moment made for
A Sezon of Sumibave.
After Cork pot over the
lins agralnst Galway in the
Adl-Ireland camogbe semd-
fimal, a heartbroken Acife Do-
nahwe knelt crumpled on the
pltch. She'd had an enterpris-
1Ng game, coursing up and
down the field from her
cormer-forward position and
chipping in with four paints.
Buit despite not Scoring for 28
minutes in the second half,
Cork gritted their teeth and
habd o Pivokial 1o thelr de-
fence of thelr slim bead was
midfielder Ashling Thomp-
500, Who dropped deep and
helped [ the gap left by the
injured Gemma O'Connor. At
tha final whisthe, Thompson
wenlover and pulled Donoshoe
o hir feot, hugging her. 11 was
a mament of pure empethy -
Thompson kKnows what it's
like to be on the wrong side of
a rosult — and of respect, given
thiat the Pee Bave avel numer:
otls fimses with thelr county
sides down the years, as well
as with their clubs, Milford of
Cork and Mulkhgh of Galway.

It was a fitting way to closea
tense and hard-fought match.

Tomorpow, Cork foe Kil-
kenny in & rematch of last
yer's senkor final, the main
ikl rence belng that thiz vear,
Cork go into it underdogs
rather than favourites. Hav-
ing won both league and
championghip last year, Kil-
kenny are punning for ithe
double-double: this year's
league 15 already under their
el Cork, mennwhile, will
have their 27th All-lreland
title if they win, edging them
past Dublin o became the
mast decoraiod camogie coun-
ty of all tima,

Kilkenmy have baeh
impressive all year,
beating & youndg. de-
termyined Dablin
Sicli= last monith.
Dublin, who were
in thedr first semi-
final appearancs
since 1290, did an
aElmirable job ol
keeping Kilken-
ny's goal threat
at bay, an early
clinical penalty
By Dhiepkss Gankle
notwithsiand-
ing. In response
b Dhablin's
swarming de-
fence, Kilkenny
simply picked
o | Bomeg-ratge
paknts all after-
MO, An-
el by
cenire-hack
Ann Dal-
b s
le== hall
delivery.

Hoping a stellar
season ends on a hlgh

Detdin hitng in
there through
Alsling Maher
andl Faye
MeCarthy's free-

|

taking, bt a scorching injury-
time goal from substitute
Jenny CHiford gave Eilkenny
some breathing space. kn all,
ning of Kilkenny's players
soared foom play.

Thiz will be Cork’s chal-
lenge: how will they curb the
influenes of Dalton, who ef-
fortbesshy picks out forvwards?
How will they disrupl the al-
most prefermatmral under-
standing between Kilkenny's
midfickl slster act, Anna and
Melghan Farrell? How do yon

-

At Croke Park ahead of Sunday’s Liberty Insurance All-lreland amogie finals were, from left, Westmeath's Fiona Leavy (junior); Meath's Claire
Coffey (intermediate]: Cork’s Rena Buckbey (senior); Deirdra Ashe, dirsctor of
Cathering Neary; Kilkenny's Anna Farrell {senior); Cork's Niamh i Chaoimh (intermediate) and Dublin's Emer Keenan {junior). Cork and
Kilkenny face off in a repeat of last September’s senior fimal in which the Cats daimed their first All-Ireland title in 22 years. The Rebels are
aiming ts become the mast successful county in the history of the champlenship by tepping the rodl of hensur with a 27th title, Cork will
also contest the intermediate final against Meath, with Westmeath playing Dublin in the junior deider,

personal lnes, Liberty Insurance; Camogle Association prasident

Picture: Lames Crembie

minimisethescoringofateam | centre back. but O'Connor’s

wiho will happily thiow over
long-range polnts foom all
angles, or cutlast a squad
whose forwards are 5o fit they
regularly track back fo help
the full-back Hmne?
Unforfumately for Cork,
they'tl lave to do it without
thelr centre-back and ploy-
miker, O'Connor who $1s-
takmed a serbons knee n Injury
against Galway. Kena Buckley
or Ashling Thompson would

e Sibeik] picks 1o slot in At

physicality, cool hoead and im-
peccable sirtking will a lass,
Having sald all that, Cork
can take huge positives from
their semi-final win over Gal-
way, arguably a tougher gemi-
final test than Kilkenny's,
Galway hod the momentom
for much of the second half,
arsd with ten minuies remain-
Iz kb wins @ fwospodnt gaeme, 1t
teok the defence a while to
sottho after O'Connor's depar-
ture, and Galway substitihe

(The Key battles)
Therese O'Callaghan

The centro-backs,
The loss of Gork cenbra back,
Gamma O'Connor, cannod ba
avarstabed, Har abdlity to dictale
i play has baen a kiy woapson
| Intho gmr:‘u:serm R re-
! Connd o, DUl B0, Lo, have her
pess e oo
1o 06 &} :
infury 10 B Cannor hﬁ-m

meant & fa-jig by tha Coek man-

agement bpam — Eimeas OrSul-

Ersan is gelected ol midfiekd,
which freps Ashling T

io sit back into O Connor's
raguiar nale, Thompson should
s4of In thane without 160 much
diaruplion and will band by

R T

Ann Dalion @ the Killenny
number six and 5 a hugely n-
Buental eog in Ann Downey's
sicle, She tsually plays doep
aret is an axcefan raader of tha
game. Her work-rabe is relenl-
leES and 8N i in frgmanssous

lanm agadn this year, Whichowe:
gide daminabas this vilal poai-
thon Wil o & Tong wany in decid-
ingy iha destination of the

¥ Duthy Cup.

Micitield

Because of ihe shuthe, there s n
vy Coourk miciiald pairing, with
O'Sullivan Enking up with Libby
Cop ol An axparienced pee-
formigr, 0¥ Sudlivan is the holder
of Taur A Irelgnd senior modals
— I first In 2008 — and s an
Al-Star recipien], 59 s no
strangar 16 the big diy, She

carma in far O'Canroe, whan she
was Infured in the Goabwvay
. Shwr wins inspiratianal in

2014 firsal, whedn she was
awardad the player of tha
maich; Coppingar, from tha 51
Golm's chub, vwas on 1he Cork
irermediate side thal kel 1o Kil-
kenmy |as! season [she was in-
troeguced o5 a substitute inihe
Sonioe ] has 1aken e
steg-u 10 the highar grade in
har strcha, So, thare i o nico
bdend af woulh and ax
in 1k aaciar Bud, they will nead

Niamh HanniTy showed groa
{nitiative and footwork to nip
iri for a goal in the 48th min-
ute. For the remainder of the
match, however, the defence
| held out, with Chloe Sigerson,
| Laura Treacy and Rena Buck-
ley in particular rock-solid.
Katrina Mackeys well-
worked point &t the end of nor-
mal time gave thom b Ehree-
point clshion. ¥

While Cork’s 28-minute dry
spell in the second half will be
a worry going into the final,
they can take great confidence
firom their gulsy defence of
their slim lead. They11 also
take hesrt from strong show-
ings from their forwards, in
particular Oria Cotter, whose
sirength in the alr. work ethic
and attacking instincts paid
off with avita] goal just before
half-tirme Fall-forward
Miamh MeCarthy, @ 2007 find,
also showed impressive physi-
cality and instinct on the edge
of thi= square.

“Iit won 't e ome for the spec-
tator,” sald Cork manapger
Pandie Murray, wryly pre-
dicting a low-scoring gama
against Kitkenny. His for-
wards may have something 1o
=ny about that.

A final word for any new ca-
magke apectators this wee-
kend: because the Camogie
Assoclation has always beon
on & different track from the
GAA, rubes diverge on occi-
sion, Think of the diferences
nat 5o much as specific ‘'camo-
ghe rales® as horling rules
from a different era. For
example; while the GAA
phased ot the handpass poal
in the labe 1980s, presumalbly
to the delight of goalkeepers
evierywhere, camogic kept it
in. Expect to s some hiand-
passed finishes this weekend,
thiough one can only hope that
camagie will seon phase out
this awkward nile (1 say this
s somestnd: who has probably
scored more handpass goals
than struck goals in my ca-
reer,

Here's one for the tradi-
tiomalists. More recently, ca-
mogie and harling ruakes di-
varped again when the GAA
changeel the penalty format,
buk camogie Eept the estab-
Hahed three.on- a-line stvle,
Yo can still cross the 21 while
taking & penalty In camogie;
while ne one s yet dolng &t
with Anthony Mash's gusto,
the set-picee often remains a
keeper's apeciality - se¢ Anife
Murray coplly roofing it
agrinst Galway in the semi-
Fimal

Finally, and most import-
antly: enfoy the game, This
his been a wonderful year for
camogie and women's team
spoirts in general - let's sew it
cut with & bang.

o ipe AE Their Desl, a8 thiny Ang
likety 46 come up against dy-
FAMmic Sisters, Anna (capiain)
and Meighan Farméll, who have
shoswm remiendous fodm in the
champions rétum fo the All-lne-
larnd final, Whoewar comes out
o Bog, g, will haves @ rmajor
say Indetermineng the ouiooma,
Orla Cotter v Denize Gaule
Ty barwids who ane on tha
1op ol their game. Ora Cotber ne-
miting o fedmidalble player lor
it Redeals, white 2018 player of
i yaar, Danise Gaule, is erti-

Loss of centre-back O'Connor a massive blow for Rebels

cal for the Black and Ambser,
Cotber has, so oftan, bean the
haatbaat of this team. She has
thix abdity. (o shaot from dis-
lance and struck 1-3 in the
semi-final, Likessse, 2016
Player of the yaar, Denisa
Gaule. heads up the Kilkenny
atack, The scorerof 1-2 in their
penultimate round, sha pro-
ducas he goods lirme and again
and s a B powriul
player. Both women are ca-
patdo of deving their couritios to
SUECEES,



AlHreland Camogie Finals Live, RTE 2, tomorrow, L.30pm

Record-breaker Buckley focused on captaining Cork to more glory

Mary Hannigan

winning I7 of them. There has
been only one year in the last 13
thar she hodn't a final 1o pre-
pare for, and in nine of those
shot hiad two, The road to Croke
Park, then, has become a famil-
inr ondg,

The numbers are mind-bog-
gll1:'ng. but one person wha's niot
t

something she'll reflect on
when the boots are hung up.
“Myselfl and Briege would
have got a bot of actention Inst
year [when they won their 17th
meedals). but sure, we lost the
camogic Mnal and it was all
about Kilkenny after, It will be
nice o look back on ie; but for

21

The number of All-lreland

finals, in camogie and football,

she has played in = it'll be 22
tomorrow

17

drought last Seprember,
“Onee you get that monkey
off your back, you can really
kick on, | played in o Cork foot-
ball team that never even got 1o
Croke Park, then we won our
firse All-Ireland and went on to
win five in a row. Kilkenny
knew they were good enough,

F | ] | - They are the best of friends chuckbes, *Shelly doesn't suiffer
] m I I | r barring one small area of foals gladly, though wien it your
contention, “Clothes, That’s the sister you don't take it 1o eart”
only thing we fight over,” Shelly They're bubbly and great fun
says "That's because everyone's o f thee piteh Bt all thres have the
n wearing mine and won't buy their  sort of redentless drive and work
awn! ™ “It's troe,” Anna glpghes. ethican it that mirmors doughly
: “She's hall the slzo of usbut we still  Cats manager Ann Dosmey incher
do it [ just den’t like buving clothes  prime “Shelly's best charcteriste
The Farrell sisters are full il g0 compatitive. There was no underage for the county. Thelr whereas she loves jit.” iz her absolute determination
; holding back!® parents are still immersed in the On-piteh they do completely In evervihing she does” Anna
of fun but take their chosen  Wesford hurlers Diarmuid and — club and supporting them, even different jobs for Kilkenny, remarks.“If she’s anly on one leg
sport ve seriously as Ciarfin Lyng were usually in the on thise crazy days when their Anna (26} is the wiry midfield she'll still drive on” And hers?
ry . ¥ thick of them. “They were a fair talented brodd tips the family general, Shelly (25) is the “She gets on with everyone
ClionaFoleydiscovers bitbigger than us”shegrins, the  petrol-tank into the red. corner-forward and half wherever she goes and especially
twinkle in her eve hinting that the *In the last twa years a lot of our | Melghan (22} is unshakeable, in oW she's captain,” Shelhy
WHETHER religious conviction Farrell sisters relished any chance matehes have been on the same every sense of the word. “Meg is remarks.“The new girls on the team
oF mvere rites of paseage ane the they got to clatter into thelr famous - day” Shelly sy, “They travelled pretty lnid-hack bt when she's would always say Anna ks 50 nice
metivation, most Irish familics first cousins from across the from one of cur games in Galway - paying she is just dogeed, a and approachable.”
celebrate Holy Communions and hurting border. They've found fame  this year straight down to Semple | terrier.” Anna says. “It's impossible They felt the public tide turning
Confirmation, when every child is themselves since and three of them  Stadiom to watch Jonjo.” Lo get avwny from her. Mo one ever last summer, and not just becauss
Hleked spick and span and on their will start when Kilkenny hope to Thelr daughters suffered 4 heap wiints to mark her in trainting” they pose as the counby’s hurlers
hhest behaviour, retain teete All-Ireland senior titke  of hearthreak before Bilkenny Of hetrself she concedes: *1 sank. “Having the semi-finals
Those days just usually ended against Cork iomorrow. beoke their Z2-year-old All-Ireland don't think any of us likes to lose, before the men's replay with
less decorously on the Farrell dairy Their only brother Jonjo (393 sendor duck a year ago, we're all very competitive, bat 1'd Waterfond was the change.” adds
farm in Thomastown, also plays senlor for Kilkenny Shelly lost back-to-back senbor | . probably be the worst lser.” Anina. “Both went to extra-time,
“Whenever we went having and, like most GAA dynasties, finals in 2013-"14 and the three - i Dioes beingg siblings help them hots of people sow our second half
family gatherings with all the there’s another one coming up of them lost two All-Irelands in Annaisa fraud analyst with Annasometimes havetostep into - clickon apitch? “1 think welinkup  and I think that opened
colsing - like Communions or fast on the ralls. Eimear s still ane day in 208, though defeat to Bank of Treland in Loughboy, the gaps if they need to mave the well together,” Shelly reckona*0One  eyes tocamegie in Kilkenny,
Confirmations - everyone was just - onby 17 but stirned of f tie bench Limerick in that intermediate final  Shelly s an accounts teehnbelan cwa,” Bhelly clirps. af the girls would always be And Shelly’s favourite moment?
told 1o belng thelr horls with them,”  when Thomastown won their pushed Anna and Meighan onto with kel accountancy frm “0Or cover the silage.” interrupts running off my shoolder and I'd “The photo hangs on the wall at
reveals Kilkenny senior camogie first Lednster senjor club camogiea the next bevel. Anna and Shelly Cullinane O'¥eil] Duncan and Anna in mock-lorror. *Dad kmowe I'm getting the ball inside, homi; three sisters lifting the
tain Anna Farrell, tithe last winter. Their father shared a house with county team-  Meighan has just finished adegree  always finds us for that. T think he “But I give out a few harsh O'Dufiy Cup together. A special
have proper games out in won a Kilkenny senior title with mates Katie Power and Denlse in early childhood studies at WIT. deliberately waits until we come words to them,” she confesses moment for the Farrells and all the
the garden afterwards and they Thomastown and their mother, Gaule for two years but thegirlsare  Meg and Jomjo are more likely 10 Isxme to do it You'd be trying to say. - rwefully"I'm the worst for that, hurling cousing who loved those
weren't friendly because we wene from Bennettshridge, also played living back honse at present, volunteer on the farm, “Myselfand  you'ne injured or something!™ even with the ciub, *Yes!™ Anna Holy Communion games.
m T —
P . I

anly fimal I've lost in Croke
Park, and you tend o remem-
ber the ones you lost beuer
than the ones you win. They
stickinyour mind. But you have
to learn from them. We came
back from those losses and we
can da it again.”

They got the mother of all

Nine-time .ﬂu.l[- Star- \ at all that fussed about them  the moment it's all about this
ld koi is, well, Rena Buckley. Cork team doing well. they just had 1o get a run of frights, though, in the semi-fi
could makeit 13 AR sure.” she tends 1o say  “Thecapraincyisahugehon-  Seniar All-reland-winning matches together and they did  nal against Galway when, hay-
All-lreland winners' when she's reminded of ber re- our, I'm lucky to be involved  medals - camogie [six) and thar last year. l:':'r.- thought we  ng gone eight points clear, they
cord, punting it down to good with two grears clubs, Don-  fookkall (11} | were going great going in to  failed to score for close w0 haif
medals tomormow fortune, her team-mates and  oughmorein the football and In- | , - }l-;l.-ln final, but then everything anhour, Galway'slate rally test

i [ 1 & s
& Rana Buckiey: an increasingly busy life meant she couldn't apart on us, Kilkenny came  ing Cork’s nerve.

It waz back in 2004 that a
IT-year-old Kenn  Buckley
played in ber Arst sensor All-lre-
land final, the day ending in
heartbreak when Cork last o
reigming camogie champions
Tipperary by cight points. She

management. Anyone but her-
sclf, really,

But if Cork were to avenge
last year’s defear 1o Kilkenny
then Buckley is likely 1o have 1o
field questions about another
mumber: 18,

That’s how many winning
medals, in foothall and camo-
gic. she would have amassed,

niscarra in the camogie, and
they ve given me the opportuni-
tees, [t's really special for me, 1o
be representing my club and
my family, I'll be prowd 1o be
playing in Croke Park as cap-
tain,”

Inniscarra’s winning of the
county title, and Buckley's sub-
sequent appointment as Cork

9

All Star awards — football
(five) and camogie (lour)

6

The number of years she's

play football and camogie this year.

FHOTOGRAPH JAE S CROMERE TPH0

ying for a masters in sports
physio Jin UCD], it just wasn't
possible o do the two,™

Dvicl you el lazy this year?

"1 did,” she Lughs, =t was

any way, Butwe'll seeat the end
of the year,” she says, not ruling
outareturn iofootball, one that
would k¢ warmly welcomed by
the weam after they saw their

at that game with ferce intensi-
ty. they played exceprionally
well, we'd no complainiz. We
were second bestof the day.
“They’'re hard 1o play
ngainst, their set-up is quire de-
fensive so there's very little
space for our forwards. And
they break so quickly you have
to be sharp as a back. they can

And they suffered a signifi-
cant blow in that game oo, sev-
en-time  All-Ireland  winner
Gemma O'Connor sudtaining
an ankle injury that rules her
out af the final.

“She’s a huge loss, she's cen-
tral 1o our game, really.” says
Buckley. *5he’s been a stalwan
of Cork camaogie for so long,

wondered if she'd get a second i . + ahead e cantal el
chance, if lhm"dgb-: :LrlLl:-:J#er :::lrkc:“;‘rmh:;l?:}::ﬂ:;:r:l! I[.hi cfdw -.;-1_;._':;-1-|:_1.hr.:lp1.~¢| herde-  won both the camogie and definitely different alright. It winning streak ended by Mavo really punish you. They wereex y ! i ' i
day in Croke Park. long-time buddy Briege Cork : -I-.'-|;.:|}|j-k-1"r Ir|1'.|Hm?" s ﬁiur: o N Mietands was so strange watching the inthisyear'ssemifinals. ccllent ra-u} -ar, :!r::k?u; T B s el cxpett
Asithappened, there were to ery, who I:I.iul-:lhp:w:lrh'gmn She i:;:‘ {o ";"rl'“:“lrl"b]: “HI feoaballers on television, vou'd And the camogie team have again in [h;rlg;-{t fianl g f|-'|1u". Bl.:ll. S MM
ke it Seisck Lo ‘lirs: hol;]:r:ﬁmm-?rj e couldn't play ] love to have been part of i, it their own deleats o ponder, quite -:fq:[-:-rrsj-.-q_?lﬁ.; wnhﬁﬂf Ilhz: 3 :rh_'r Elmr; § a panel of
When she leads Cork on 1o woman to capiain her county to “1 'uq:_"‘II sically didii's have ! therccomesatime. Therewasa  Kilkenny getting the better of anacked they punished s, they . :ﬁf't ! ‘;”ug-[ s i
the pitch tomorrow it will be  victory in both poe: . - R 1__| | "IE:LH-:H idn’t hove fve-week lay-off carlier in the them again in Aprif's league fi- pouncedon g couplenf ey m-". .Itdll'.l Bive it our best.
her 22nd appcarance in 3 sen- foutbll avinglod thefooubal: ha tomakeschoicer shesays. 2004 ahe hos e ponsn  oompnc 1of e amosle team, . naltoetan helrte,confirm-  nities. They know how to win bers, the ol ones he's
ior All-Ireland final since 2004,  ers o successin 2012 “Between work [she's a physio- el ; duger =it was aweirnd experience.  ing their standing as the coun-  gam
: . =, . U _ . 54 physio-  either a camogie or football “I'd have been used io havi - T e ested in are thase on the score-
Weach in camogicand football,  History-making. though, is therapist in Macroom|andstud-  final a match every c-.:ll.!"lﬂle.'[c(ni 1-:-:::?: :‘?:-.[:F ”f\?ﬁ?ﬁfﬂ’%ﬁfﬂ.ﬂéﬂ ing E;:{Lﬁ;tﬁﬁ;ﬁ:‘ﬁﬂ:iﬁ E;mrd e e
; * WS game.




Lure of captaincy helped ;
dual star Rena choose camogie

Rena Buckley Im‘.:;as the ﬂar:rt

player to captain Cork in separate

codes on Ml-Ireland final day.
Picture: INPHO

G Pl
CORK V KILKEWNY

Tomaorrow: Croke Park, 4pm
Aeleree; Crwen Edod, Andfim
TV: RTE Twa

Eoghan Cormican

he more things

change, the moire they

siay (g SRiTee.
Fargive us for no

peing overly inventive with
aatr intro, but we couldn't
think of a more appropriate
L when summing up the
vear that has beon for Kena
Buckloy.

On the fourth Sunday of this
month, Dublin and Mays will
contest the All-Ipeland ladies
foathall final, 1t ks the firs
time since 2010, and just the
seoonl occnsion sinee 2004,
that Cork are not invelved in
the decider.

She won't thank us for
gaying this, bt it is hard not
o find correlation boiwesn
Cork's falled soven-in-a-row
Bidd amd Buckley's ahacnce
froen the setap in 2017 - het!
deciston 1o coneontrate solaly
on camogle brought the cur-
galm down on 13 yoears of un:
troken service (o the couniy’'s
senbor football team, Egual
significant, we shoukd ndd.
was the choboe of Buckloy's
partper in crime, Briege Cork-
ey, niot to link up with the
Cork Indies #thor.

The time she hod free of

study and running her physio-

therapy clinic in Macroom,
Buckley devoted to the small
ball. And Septomber .-ainﬁpl.:.r
woubin't be Seplember I we
didn’t cateh 4 plimpse of the
Fo-yenr-old tearing arountd
Croke Park. history ot on er
hieals.

Indeed, befere a single slio-
tar ks struck at GAA HE o
morrow, the Innisearea de.
fender will have already
broken s ground. Having
ledd thie feotballers to All-Ime-

land glory in 2002, she is 16 be-
coma the first playor to cap-
tain Cork In separate codes on
All-Ireland fin] day.

There's also the =mall
muatter of chasing an 18th All-
[rekasd medal in what ks her
#and final,

Moguesiion but the captain-
cy played a significant role In
Buckiey opting for camiogiie.
Had it not been on the inble,
ihen the chnice of which
master shed serve would have
been a hell of a lot more diffl-
cnlt. Why she had to make a
decizion in the first instanee
poes back to September of 2015
when she returned to UCD to
begin o fwe-year pari-time
Masters in sports phisiother-

AP

Yoear one cruded in May of
016 amd with 10 Courss Work
fo attend 1o that summer,
Hisckley was free bo lkpe ot
for both county teams. She
knewe, though, something
woitld have 1o give in 3017,
Exams In May aml o tlsesis
due in Avgust, There simply
weren't enough hours in the

day to uphobld her dual statas.
And as vou'd oxpect of a
woman with 10 All Star
awards, she doesn't do hall-
MEAsiTes.

On Octobar 28 of Last year,
Inndscarma amd Milford met in
the Cork senbor camogie de-
cider. The latter were clsasing
a fifth consecutive county tithe
and were sxpected to comiort-
ably overcome their oppoe-
nents. The unberdogs stianmned
the retening All-Iretand club
champlons to claim a famous
4-10 o 2-13 win and with Eradi-
tion dietating the Cork cap-
taincy be awarded fo a player
from the county champion-
shipwinning team, Inniscarra
nu]minal:n.ﬂ uckbey for the
il

“That was a huge part of my
choosing,” says the 17-time
All-lreland medal winner,

=Tt was difficalt o park the
foothall, but 1 had to e real-
tetie as well, 1 physically
couldn't have done bath. Foot-
ball bas been such a huge
of ey life. Just watching
parmes on television this

summer, ["ve been on edge.
“I've never really gong travel-
ling or on massive holidays.
['ver always played Football
andl camogie for Cork. 've
really enjoyved those choices. T
don't foel I've misssd out in
any wity. | have had a brilliant
time throughout my twentboes
playing with Cork and I'l
cherish that for the rest of my

“I'm happy with thechobce I
miade this vear. That's for this
year, Weo'll see again at the end
of the year.”

The reapective Cork man-
:rﬂ.;'swm infiormed of her
ﬁ = back in January. Her

nal collepeexam wiks on May
12 aundl slve tobd foothall bogs
Ephie Fitzgerald sle'd roview
E;Tmmsmﬂ“ once that was

It 1% harder 1o recover as
you get a little bit older. 'We
ape training Tuwesday and
Thursday and to then try and
put a hard session in on the
Wedneaday just makes 1t so
teicky.

“Npu'ro consclous also that

when i comes to the business
gnd of the seasen, you'd kave
matches on the Satmurday and
Sunday. That becomes harder
s Euu get obder, I thanked
Ephic in May and wished
ihvien the hest of huck.®

Ome of thie first people she
contacied was Briege. The
pairare as different as night
s day, yet will be forever en-
pwrlmed for thilr exploits in the
red shirtl. Shoubd Paudic Mur-
ray's charges achiove redemp-
thon apainst Kilkenny, Buck-
bey weill oo o medal clear

her formier tenm-mate,

“I would have phonad her
befor: saying anything to any-
oneabout what my plans were
for 2017 with Corl.

“We've been paired together
for 50 long. Even at the opsn
day for supporiers thens Last
pel, aome mother said. *this
% Hriege Corkery’. [ couldn™
.-:bnpla.uihinig.

=1 definitely miss her
around. We're ficroe friends,
Bt we obviotsly ean't be
doing the same things fo-
gethier all ibe time, Life moves
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Indead it does. But for the
moment, Buckley's focis re-
malns on Septembser silver-
ware, Mothing new there.

It i= 13 years sinoe she Tined
ont in her first All-Ireland -
mogie final at the tender age of
17. i e sEarting tisim
nmmid for tomorrow, just she
and goalkeepar Aokfe Murray
pemain. Six finals have been
won, four have bean lost, The
exccitement of it all has never
dimimed, owevar, Dad and
maum still get nervous as
throw-in approaches and even
though their danghter has a
“fenw finals” under her belt,
she's not immane to mateh-
day jitters eithor.

=iWhen you're young, you'ra
carafree, A% vou get older, you
thinlk sboul tlngs a bit mors
and you do get a bit more
netvols becawse youl realise
thers won't be oo many more,
A time will come when you
won't be there, 1 suppose you
hawe to try and enjoy it 00,

*To captain Cork ina sec.
ored Minal i nics, 1t would be
nicer to win and nieer for
everyane B we did. We haveo
had great captaing in the past.
You remember the winning
feeling, thoigh. That's the
main thing.”

Cats have forward power to secure successive titles for first time since 1991

S TOMORROW

Liberty Insurance All-lre-
land Senlor Camogie Final,
Cork v Kilkenny, Croke Park,

{© ERiatL, Anirim], 4pm
Faudie Murray was right
tor say this final won'i be ono
{or the spectatons. Cork will
operate with a bwa-waman
full-domwiard ling, deploying b
third inside forward out the
fiold; And with Gemma O Con-
niof Akt froem th contre-Back
slal, the Cork manggement
aro |kaly io-station an &xira
body an full-back Rann

Buckley and stand-in numbar

Bix Thompaon.

Ann Downay insistod fast
wook that she doean't tell
her players to get behind the
b, bt o Gan be no ques-
Haning the counter-aitackin
nature of inelr sei-up. Miﬂé!
fieddars Anna and kMo Far-
rell 8l very deep, so Cork wil
again hve 1o deal with five
Back and ambar ghids in ihe
Kilkenny hal-back line. This
Irustrated Cork in lasl yoar's
final and the league decider
bask in Agfil. Their auccess

in this department will hinge
!ar?aty on the guality of
ball coming aut of defance
and from the midfiold pair of
Eimear 0"Sullivan and Libby

ﬁzmmm”m

withou a score in the
o af thair Alldrekand
somifinal, Thay know that
wan't cut it here. In what will
bo o low-acaring grind, you'd
fancy the Kilkenny forwards of
Danise Goule, Shally Farrall,
Katig Power and Julia Ann
Malone (o come - up with the

nocEssary goods and sacute
biack-dn-back Hias for the Ko-
resicens for the first time snce
1981,

Verdiok: Kilkenny

B Liberty Insurance All-lre-
innd Intermedinte l:m'nugbI:
Final, Cork ¥ Meath, Cro

Park (L Dempsoy, Kilkeany)

2

F|‘Ilrllll'u.'c Cork taam ahows 11
sariees from the aide which boll
1] iy i thie 20716 cecder,
Full-denvard Linda Collins was
thair iop sconed in that gome,

i 1-5. and she ramains
hair seoring threat having
et 2-1 during the 1 0-point sami-
finnl win owear Denry. Meath are
appearing in their first infer-
mediate fnal
They spant this spring
oparating tn Divisien 1 of the
Ieague and scored & 3-8 50 (=17
wihvain todany's opponents
fravelied to Trim on July 8
Jone Dolam his long basn ac-
knowledged as one of the
most dangerous forsards in the
ipnd and she will be ably as-
slgted by Kristina Teoy, Magan

Thynne, Aaife Minogus and
Cheyaenne O Brig

.

B Liberty Insurance All-lre-
land Premier Junior Ca
Final, Dublin v Wesimeath,
Croke Park (P McDonald,
Cavani, 12pm

Shane Prowrnan's Dublin are
leroking to roumd off what has

e



Christy
0'Connor

AFTER the camogie league finalin
April, Kilkenny manager Ann
Downey was clearly delighted
with her side’s narrow win but she
didn’t want to let the moment
pass without having her say on
Cork’s attitude after the final
whistle.

owme erq;res&ed dizappointment at
Gr}rh'srdec zsion to ondertake their
warm-down while Meighan Farrell
wag belng presented with the trophy.
The Cork plavers continned their
warm-lown as Farrell defiversd hor
acceptance speech at the Gaelle
Groumnds.

A simmering rivalry had clearly
been brewing for a while. That rivalry
first made headlines last September
when Kilkenny's Callette Dormcr and
Cork's Hannah Looney engaged ina
beouid of shoving during the pre-match
handshake.

“It just doesn't happen, to be quite
honest,” was Ann Downey's responsa
on KCLE when asked about Cork's ac-
tions during the presentation.

“We ean't control what the Cork

will dio or what the Cork players
will do. Yoo wouldn't want to see it
happening too often;, to be honest. Wea
just hope that our own team would
always show respect to the opposition.
[ think iy kave done that.”

However, Cork manager, Paudie
Murray, ntspondied the following day
by claiming that there is no substance
to the storyline about disrespect
shown towards the winners. Murray
firmly believed his players were gra-
clons in defeat and acted accordingly
throoghout the post-match formal-
Fthes.

= "Ts be horest, [ dof't know whera
bt's coming from,”™ e said. “Omne thing
that we always say to our players ig
yoit shake hands with your opponent
and your téam-mate alter the game. 1t
was certainly done. [ know 1 came into
the middle of the field and all our
players congratulated their oppo-
nents.

“WWe were in a clrcle In the middle of
the eld, granted the PA system wasn't
groat 20 it was very difficult to under-
stand or hear any of the speeches, but [
don't know where it is coming from.
1t"s from someons that has very little to
do on a Monday morning.™

There is clearly a real edge now
Detween these groups as they pet ready
o meet In Sunday’s All-Ireland final
again. That was especially evident
when the sides met in & regular league
mesting In early April, prior to the
1 fimal.

Helther side nesded the win Lo ad-
vamnee o the seml-finaks but that didn't
matter. Only one point separated the
teams at the final whistle in Dunmore.

“It didn’t diminish the rivalry and
bite that exists when Cork and Kilken-
ny meet,” wrote Linda Mellerick in her
Evening Echo match report after-
wards. “lit:'riﬁ: held firm to Fepgﬂrd;g
im ant win, ess of what
Lu.l:ﬁgl;llmadf mrﬂw

The Cork-Kilkenny rivalry always
meant something but it evaporated
during the late 905 and noughties as
Eilkenny slipped in the rankings. Baut
it"s firmly back now.

Historteally, there hag al heiem
an edge to the rivalry, especially from
a Cork perspective, primarily because
they always struggled to beat Kilken-
ny. Despite joint-topping the roll of
honour with 26 titles, Cork only man-
aged to beat Kllkenny in four of those

naks.

O the othér hand, of Kilkenny's 13
thes, nine ware won in finals against
Cork. Whan Kilkenny won seven-in-a-
row between 198581, they defeated
Cork in four of those decidars.

When Cork finally defeated Kilken-
ny In the 1905 final for the first time in

ey T

Real edge
to the two
sides’ rivalry

Cork's Aisling Thompsaon tries to break free from Katie Power of Kilkenny, That was ina league final defeat hack in the spring, which came
on the back of last Seplembers Rebel heartbreak,

Cork’s Amy (*Connor is hounded by Julianne Malone and Denise Gaule of Kilkenny.

six% final meetings over the previouws 20
yvears, It was the sweetest victory Cork
camogie had ever tasted, Cork looked
dead and buried with 10 minutes to go
but they charged back and a goal by
Mellerick with 30 seconds of normal
time remalining secured the win,

“Worids cannot describe what it Is
like beating Kilkenny in a final,” sabd
Mellerick alterwards. .

HKilkenny went Into decline after-
wards but that 19%5 game also ended a
remarkable sequence of Cork-Kilken-
ny camogie dominance. Between 1970
and 1995, the two shared 23 of the 36
titles of that -

When RTE first started showing

highlights of camogie finals in the
19805, Cork and Kilkenny always
seemed to be the only two counties
competing. such was their dominance.

Some of those Minals created fconic
moments. Kilkenny's second goal in
the 1969 final was one of the most fa-
mais scored in Croke Park, for rea-
sons other than just the green fag.
Angela Unwnr.--i.- scored without her
hurley, after losing her skirt, when Liz
O'Malll's desperation tackle removid
gome of Downey's clothing.

The footage and photegraphs were
the subject of comment and sope con-
troversy pertaining to the coverage of
women's sport. Speaking of the incl-

Picteres: inpho/Meegan Treacy

dent 20 vears later Angela Downey
said: “the only time I ever made the
front page of the frish Timis was be-
cause | had lost my skirt.”

On the same afterncon, Cork tried &
tactical innovation with a sweeper,
long before the term became o0 poptl-
lar in hurling or camaegie.

The relaticnship between the coun-
ties chanped dramatically after Kil-
kenny went into decline at senior level,
On the other hand, It was still highly
active at underage level, which Kilken-
ny dominated.

The All-Ireland minor camogle
champlonship was only set up ln 2008,
where previonaly the U6 gprade was
considered ‘minor’. Cork have never
won the competition while Kilkenny
tiave dominated, winning six tithes, At
U6, Kilkenny captured four-in-a-row
frorm 2006 to 2008, beating Cork in three
of those deciders.

Those games helped hone the ri-
valry as m of those players met at
genior level but the edge has really
been sharpenesd in recent years, with
Sunday belng the sides’ third final
mecting in four seasoTs.

A win on Sunday would see Cork
overtake Dutlin at the top of the roll of
honour but that won't be on Cork’s
minds entering the game. They just
want (o beat Kilkenny, as badly as&ny
Cork team have before.

And, glven the heartbreak Cork
often endored at the hands of Kilkenny
in the past, that is saying something.

Geary; Cork
have to bring
ferocity' to
dethrone Cats

J_llan Waldron

FORMER Cork camogle star Anna
Geary has ealled on Paudic
Murray's charges to adopt
ferocious attitude as they bid o
trm the tables on Kilkenny and
elaim All-Treland glory on Sunday,

Kilkenny stunned Cork in last
year's final to shatter the Munster
&ide’s three-in-n-row Bid and end
the Noresiders' 22-vear wait o
reclaim the coveted O'Dufiy Cup,

Since then, Ann Downey's side
have eonsolidated their position as
the top side in the epuntry with &
league final win against their
bitter rivals carlier this vear.

Geeary, wivo ealled time on her
inter-county career in May 2015 at
the age of 27, believes Cork must at
lenst match Kilkenny phivsieaily if
they arce to dethrone the fvourites
at Croke Park this weekend (£.0).

“Cork need to ndopt a ferocity
beeause Kilkenny will bring that.
Kilkenny bring a bit of swagger
with them but they mateh it on the
fheld,” she said. “While Cork have it
in their heads, [ just hope they are
willing to take the hits and they're
willing to go in hard becanse 1
expect that's Ann Downey's
game-plan - to hit Cark hard,

“You can really sec there is an
intense rivalry starting to brew
betwecn the sides. Last vear's
All-Ireland final was very unigque in
that Kilkenny hadn't been st the
vop for a long, long time so they
were coming in as massive
uniderdogs.”

ABSENCE

The almost-certaln absence of
centre-back and nine-time All-Star
Gemma O'Connor through injury
puts a major dent in Cork's ambi-
thons to win the All-lreland fora
27th time, with Geary predicting
that Ashling n may switch
feom midfield to Mo & in a reshuf-

e

The likely loss of O'Connor, the
Tulerum of the Cork defence, who
wis sent off In last year's decider,
swings the pendulum further
towards the black and amber.
However, how Kilkenny handle
having a target on their backs
conald have a significant impact on
the auteome, Geary believes.

“I think Gemma's absence, and

| my understanding is that she can

play no part, is ocbviously a massive
blow for the girls, particularly the
younger girts who probably look to
Gemma to give her the ball, and
also for leadership,” the four-time
All-Ireland winner added. "But
Cork have o composore Lhat comes
from plaving in AllIreland finals.
*They're never dead, They could
b six, seven points down and they
never panic and you can’t learn
that. You see the likes of Orla
Cotter, Rena Buckley, Aoife
Murray... these girls know how to
win gmes, ey know how to close
out games and thot's something
that they will have over Kilkenny:
*'m interested bo'eee how
Eilkenny cope with that favourites

| R There's a pressure on now ilumt
§ they wouldn't have had. Kilkenny
{-won the All-Treinnd Iast year and b
! was brillisnt and full eredit to

| themn, Bt this réspeect coriies wiben
Fvan've done it a few Emes®



'Plenty of
raction on
the minor
schedule

CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

THE SE Systoms Minor
Championship first-round
took cenire stage for most
clubes i the week gooe by,

There wers five first-round
minor A games down for deck-
ghom.

Ballygarvan signalled their
intent when they overcame
halders Sareficlds with an im-

ressive 217 1o 08 win. Glen
tovers amd Killeagh ploved
gut a pood contest at Glen
Rovers before the Glen girds
won 218 1o 1-1.

League champions Rewees-
frvan bl fo baktde bo the fnish
for their one-point ¥ictory
aver 4 determined Courcey
Rovers sides, 0-14 1o 2-7,

There was another high
sooring contest between Car-
rigaline and Kilbrittan Timno-
leagne with Four points separ-
ating the sides in Carrign-
lime"s Fawounr, 2-16 1o 2-12.

Milford Ballyhea were {0
meet Mallow/Butievant but
they recebned @ walkover,

j The draws for the losers
rounds were made and will ba

yas follows - Kilbrittan, Timo.
league will meet Killeagh,
Courcey Rovers will take on
Garsfields. The winners of tho

plosers round will advanee to
ranind two with the winners of
{lye opening rounds, the draws
for these o be made after the
backiloor ties completed

The SE Svstems Minor B
Champlonship produced o lob
of tight clashes,

Charleville had a three-
point viclery over Inniscarrn
in o low-scoring 1-8 ta 1-6 clash
in Charleville. Four poinis
separated Ballincollig and St
Catherine’s at Conna, 1-19 to
2.5 {n Ballincollig’s I:aﬁ.ﬁur.

it was close betwean Eire Og
and Mo Plarsaigh with the
Cwens glrls just alout getting
over the line, 5t Finbars's

roved way foo strong for Bal-
inhassig as did league cham-
pions Aghabullogue against

Ennisheane while Aghadi de.
feted Clonghduy,

The backdoor draw 14 8 fol-
lows: Balllnhassig pet & bye to
round two as there is an
pneven number of teams,
Cloughduv v Na Pinrsaigh,
Enniskeans v Inniscarra, 5t
Catherine’s v Bride Rovers or
Donghas.

All fiest-round game in the
SE fxtnms Minor C Cham-
Ejn bp where decidod. Youg-
al overcame Bishopatown,
Ballinascarty were tob Sirong
for Valley Rovers, while Fr
O°Meill's won al Blarney.
Tracton had too much for
Barriroe, Sliabh Run rec-
arded a win over Blackrock,
while Ballinora had the upper
hamid on Castlalyons,

p Ina high-scoring game
which nced 15 goals, Mill-

lstn:r:i and Clonakiity went o
exira-time before the former
A away winmers on a4
o 6-18 soorelindg,

This dosars found are as fol-
¥ ows: Castlslyons get a bye to
pound two, Blagkrock will
play His town, Blarney
will et Yalley Rovers and
Barryroe ake on Clonakilty.

b

EVERYTHING is ready for the trip
to Croke Park tomorrow.

Bus boads ol underage camogie players
will gather in club car parks from
garly morping to beard and head to
Druiblin, Many clubs will make the trig
by ratl and Cork will have a big follow-
ing when they run out on the pitch to
begin their bid go top of the honoirs

i=t.

All-Ireland camogie final day is
gpecial one and it gives families a
chance to get to the final and savour
the Croke Park atmosphere without
the hassle of grappling for tickets as
would be the case for a hurding final.

Hothing beats baving Cork i & ca-
mogie All-Ireland final, The buzz is un-

Cork camogie player Amy O'Cannor with Emily and Am

All set for agreat
day in Croke Park

@ Mary MNewman

pellevahle and when we are there on
the double, well it’s going to be sopme
day ot

Before the senbor final the Cork in-
termediate side will be bidding fo
bridge an 11-year gap and bring the
county's second intermmedlate title

iCork won the inangural tithe iR 2006
arid it would be a great start to the day
to see Cork man Jack MeGrath present
his trogihy o Miamh Ni Chaoimkb,

The senior game iz without doubt
the centre-piece of the day. Level on
the roll of honour with Dublin on 26
titles, it would be a huge achisvement

yﬂumﬂghhghuuni-uﬁﬁmﬂﬁmnmhduhmmﬁsm

to g0 top of the pile,

Remarkably only seven counties
hieve Lifted the O'Dully Cup. 'I"raﬂ.'in.F
Cork and Dublin with 13 tdiles are Kik-
kenny, Wexford are on seven, Antrim,
whe have been out of the limelight for
a bong time, are of zlx, nme above Tip-
Dﬂﬂl’{.mm Galway oo bwo.

Kitkenny took centre-stage for a
while and were dominant before Cork
roturned o the top. Then a new force
emerged when Tipperary burst on the
peane, They got their break, 1always
think somewlhat by chance. A late goal
from Kilkenny in 1999, four minutes
into injury-time sent Cork crashing
out at the semifinals.

1t opened the door for Tipperary to
glat in and take their first ttle, From
here théy proceeded (o dominate, an-

Pictuse: (et Boous

pexing five titles in & six-yvear spell
where they established themaelves as
the gueens of camogie,

Cork bouncad back and regained
coniroel in 2006 and 2006 but they falled
o make it three in a row and Wesford
;e#;ed iheir chance to grab the title in

Fe

Cork were back again in 2008 and
o0 bt a blistering thires vears siw
Wexiord make it three on the trof 2010,
211 and 3012, Galway took & title in
2013 as they shocked a fancied Kilken-
1y Sice.,

Cork made it back-to-back titles in
2014 and 15 but were rocked by Kilken-
ny last year, Tomorrow is time to pul
the record straight as Cork bid to go
topof the pile.

Robels b,

THE U6 championships are always hotly con-
tested, as are the 114 championships.

This year, the juvenile bonrd have declded fo fm-
plement a backdoor in the U16 A, B and C chaniplon-
ships, thus ensuring plenty of pames at this leved,

Holders Ballbygarvan will defend their crown with
a first-round meeting against Newcestown and,
travelling away, this could be a tricky apener for
Hallygarvan.

Enniskeame will mect Ballinhassig in o home tie
for th west Cork side, Blackrock are af hom toe Kil-
brittan-Timabeague, nnd Courcey Rovers will host
5t Finbarr’s.

Ballinors, having alrepdy secured their ploce o
the Enst fowr in the U6 A league, will be hoping 1o
Bringe thedr good form into champlonshig when they
{ hiat Milford-Rallyhea.

CAMOGIE
u Mary Newman

Larsfields are at home 0.8 Ballincollig side thal
peached the quarter-finals of the leagur,

Clon Rovers will host Eire Og. Carrigaline have
socured a league semi-finnl spot and they will travel
to Aghabill for thelr championship opener.

Innizcarra’s first team, who are also into the
league 2emi-final, will beat home to Brisle Rovers in
i a:i‘lam]limnhl_?;mn

Aghaidn have a i v wheen they meet Char-
leville, who had an i e Lot cmpaign, In
the B Championship, Sliabh Buaare at to
Dioiglees, Killeagh host Bishopstown, Ballinascart
meet Blarney, and {'s an all northside affakr as Na

Back door to provide more games in championship

Pinrsalgh weloome Brian Dillon’s.

Cobh will meet Fr O'Neill's. Barryroe make the
trip to Ball vt meed Inniscarra’s second team,
Youghal will meet Kerry clob Cillard. who are par-
ticipating in Cork competitions, and Cloughduy
host Bantesr.

In the ¢ Champlonship, Kerry club Causoway
will head to Kilbree, Grenagh will welcome MNemoa
Rangers. Clonakilty make the trip to Midleton while
Dungowrney kost Mallow,

4 Colum's have a trip to Watergrasshill and
Erin's Own are nf home lor thelr meeting with Trac-
fon. Buttovant fake on St Finbarr's in Buttevant,
Millstreet make the jourmey o 'E. amd 5i
Catheripe's have a home venme for thedr with
mmu a5 do Castlelyons when they mest Valloy

MTS,




Pamela Mackey drives up fiebd away from Ailish O'Redlly of Galway.

Mackey glad

Pi-nure.'IHF;Iﬂ.’El'g'aﬂ Kean

to be in final

Barbara
_‘., = 0'Connell

OM THE camogie panel since 2009
but now an experienced and estab-
lished player, Pamela Mackey is rel-

ishing the opportunity of playing in
Croke Park again tomorrow.

After last vear's dizappointment against
Ellkenny, reaching another final has been
the main focns since Janoary.

“These days don't come around too
often 20 1 think you have to enjoy the ex-
perience. You never know this conld be
woulir last game in Croke Park o you jost
have to relish that opportunity.”

Locking back on their semi-final clash
with Galway, Mackey believes the team
learned a lot bot must up their perform-
ance agalnst an excellent Kiklenny side.

“Galway were such a great team so 1
don’t think you can onder-estimate the
challenged they posed. We were up by
eight points so they ware abviously galng
to throw the kitchen sink at us in the sec-
one half

“] think the main thing is we kept our
hesds amd wedefended superbly in those
dving minuntes so that's a maszive posi-
tive. We probably lost our shape in (e sec-
omni half. | think that is key, keeping our
shape and structure, Not losing sight of
the gameplan, We learned a lot fom that
gaume 20 that can only help us on Sunday.”

A huge tnsk Lies ahead for the chemistry
studdent and her feam, however, Mackey 15
confldent that her side are ready for the
challenge that lies ahead.

“Eilkenny are abviously a fantastic
teim. All-Ireland, League and Leinster
champions, they are & team on (op form.
They have some really outstanding
players with the likes of Ann Dalton, De-
nlse Gaude and Katie Power.

“They have steepgth and skilll all owver
the pitch sa it's golng to be a huge chal-
| : hawe some really dangerous
forwards

oarequlick and goal scorers. |

Pamela and Katrina Mackey with ksabelle and Sam 0'Connor at Castle Road. Picture Eddie 0'Hare

think our defence is key, we will have 1o
stick toour gameplan fo nullify the threat
of their forwards.”

Like ail teaum sports, & mix of youth and
expericnce i key to success and Mackey
believes this is the case for the squad.

“Wa hawve a small pane] this year which
[ feel has worked well, Every team needs a
mix of older and younger players. The
older players bring that experience firom
previous finals but the youth bBring a fd-
fear attitude which is great. They are nod
afraid to express themselves and chal-
lenge some of the older players which
defindtely drives you on as a player.

“IMiTerent players have shone in every
game this year for us, Everyone i5 really
enjoving playing this vear so [ think that
has helped and allowed players to express
themselves more which has suited a lot of
the younger players from 2014 and 2005,

Having broken her leg before the league
final, Mackey was out of the game for al-
most three months, but she's now fitter
and hungrier than ever.

“T broke my beg before the league final
so unfortunately | missed the Munster
championship and first two champlon-
ship matches. At the moment I'm really
enjoying playing. I feel great and I'm prob-
ahly the flttest I've ever been.

=2 far, [ think it's beén a great year. We

patt the disappeintments of the league and
Munster finals behind us and moved on

“We knew there was bigger and better
things ahead. Each game has presented us
with new challenges and [ think we over-
came them very well as a team. What wa
worked on in training has translated on
the playing field which is a big positive.”

Sunday is another huge day for the
Mackey houschold with bath Pamela and
twin sister Katrina lindng owt for the side
and the desire to win the game will lave a
huge bearing on the result states Mackey.

= All-Ireland finals can be won or lost by
the puck of a ball. Mot everything will go
right for us as players on the day. Mis-
takes will bem bt we havwe to Keep our
heads and keep working until the final
whistle and then I think we are in with a
groat chance,

“The difference in skill level and athlet-
{cism is minimal at inter-county level, At
the end of the day, you have to really wiarnt
{t, want it badly enough and if everyone
believes that I think we can win, My
farnily are very prod of me and my sister
particularly my mother,

“She was the person who first brought
us down 1o the street leagues in Douglas
5o ft's o very proud day for Ber (o.see s
playing in Croke Park.”

Let's hiope i will be & memoralle one.



Kilkenny equipped to retain their title after intense battle

ATSLINN

CONNOLLY

LL-THELAMD finals are
addictive, anee you get to
play In one you keep wanting
more. Cork and Eflkenny
will arrive into Croke Park
this afterneon with oné thing on their
miknds gnd that's glory.

They won't be fazed by the big day
and ali that poes with it. The Garda
escort, Croke Park in all its beauty, the
fanfare and the crowds are all part of
thee routine now. Tt will be impossible
to-distract them from the task at hand.

Having that focus eomes with expe-
rlenie and both sides can now stand up
and gay, ‘Ie been there and done that!
They have both tasted success, the days
of dreaming obout It now belong to
aLhers,

Kilkenny are the defending champi-
ong, They whetted their appetites last
yedr with their historic win and today
will be hungry for more.

Last they knocked Cork
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off their perch in the final and stopped
them winning three in a row, so Paddio
Murray’s team will be on a mission to
reclaim the All-Treland erown.

Kilkenny learned a lot from last
vear, that much is obvious from the way
they have been conducting thermselves
om the piteh this sexson, Winning that
elusive All-Treland took the edge off and
it instilled a 1ot of belief in that group
of players.

Becanse of that they will be very
confldent going into the game, knowing
they are there on merit and knowing
thiey have what it takes Lo win.

Ann Dowmney 12 8 big believer in hard
work and there is no shortage of that in
this Kilkenny sice,

On the ather hand Cork will be de-
termined and ruthless, they want to be
kingpins again and they set their stall
out carly in the season. But they have
been dealt 2 massive blow with the loss
of Gemma O'Connor,

She s such an influential player for

them and centre-back is such an impor-
tant robe, She is soléd, leads by example
ﬂdahemnduupllwﬂwﬂﬁm
gmu..uh] ing Thompson looks set to
| her rode but moving her back means
they have & hole to {1 elsewhere.

In the position whiere Cork will be -
Teft vuilnerable, Kilkesay will be at theie
strongest with Anne Dalton hobding
court: She has been their go-to player
all season, She lines out at as o tracdi-
tional nurmber six bt has been playing
sweeper all year and has been executing
it Hike shoe was born to do it

Against Dubling she was super,
nothing oould get past her. She has &
brilliant camogie brain so she can nead
ihe play; she has great vislon too and
mkrely gVes o poor pass,

Kilkenny are the only team in the
country playlng a sweeper system and
this is testament to how innovative Ann
Doy iz, We know from watching
50 many hirding teams try it thatit is.
niot easy to get it right. It takes alot
of eoaching and practioe and it is not
something you can turn on forone
ame

Cork will have to adapt to playing
against the sweeper which isn't casy
when you aren't dolng it regularls 1'm

igse thy will have ks that with every
passing game she gets befter at it Cork
will vave to nullify her and cut out her
Brilliant distribution of ball to the Kilk-
enny forwards if they are to win today.

Another key area will be the forwand
units of both teams, Cork will have
been horrified to go 28 minutes witl-
out a scare in the second half in the
All-Ireliind semi-final against Galway.
Betwean then and now they will hiove
been working extremiely hard on their
pexint-taking especially

have peiey foewirds, the

likes af Shelley Farrell, Katie Power and
last year's player of the match Julianne
Malone, whio are all Kvely and will be

" hiard to keep tabs on in the wide open

spaces in Croke Park. Denise Gails,
their sharpshooter from placed balls, is
strong in the air and a key player Cork
need towatch.

I'm'sure there was & lot of relicf felt

Cork will have
to adapt to the
sweeper which

in that forward pack when the ness
broke thet O Connor would be out She
marshals the hall-back line and like
Dalton hns grest vision and presence
of mind. 4
Undoubtedly an intriguing contest
mniched

teams who will play contrasting styles.
A Moty ool k"
mianEges 1o
their tactics. Both managers will have
something up their sleeves so the battle
on the line will alse be fascinating.
From the outside looking in it scems
there ks a rivalry there between the two
tenrms. An intense fvalry indeed, eape-
clally since Kilkenny prevented Cork
from three-in-a-row glory last year and
have already beaten Cork in the lna;g.'u:
final this year. Last year's handsh
mnwmwal&nﬁmllaﬂmtsnmn'
Owerall, 1 think Kilkenny have been
the stronger side this season. Thedr
hacks have been ing well, their
forwards are lvely and their bench has
got more depth to it than Cork’s.
Kilkenny were fighting for 5o long
tor gt over the line and that win last
vear will kave delivered more than just
@ trophy, it will have brought a new
mentality and belief too, GAA fans
eenrwhene know how hard it is B stop

sure they have done plenty of analysis F . the Cats when they are on o noll and
on it. They will have looked at Dalton. — §SH t Eﬂﬁy I can't see today offering anything to
and how she plays in the role but the | prrove that wrong.
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Back Row Laft to Right:

Kt eia VA ke ¥ e M:}a!‘_:!'. i

W urray

Front Hew Leftto Right:

Cork, Senior .
——— CORCAISH i

Chige Sigersam Lesnan G Sullivan, By OiCaonbr fena Buckiey (Captain) Niamh P-HEEfaﬂJ;;r_. Eirnean ©'Sullivan, Orla Cronin, Lbby Coppinger

Aoife Murray - Cloughduy
Chariered Surveyor

Cosepepes

7 i beling Senipr Cship Stbes, Alkbreland inter &
Barior 1éles, 3 AN-reland lbngr Cshep bk, 4 Mt
League tited, fi AR5t Aavieda, T ldurrini Seruor
Cikapthes, & Muriter Mengi CFhp i

Pamaela Mackey - Douglas
Padery

Dlendler

3 AR brelind Sevimar Cabap 1iles, 148 5tar Amards,
7 Murvpier Seeser Cihp tthes, 3 Murster Binor
Clabag s

Rena Buckley « Inniscaa

Posheni

Ddernny

G lelnd Semor Cohip titfes, 3 il League 10,
& 8- Star Asneds, w0 Manster Sengr Cihip ey

Laura Treacy - Kilkeagh

Shudsri

Defender

2 Al-ireland Senscr Cahep bithes, Mt League Doy
Btle, 3 Menster Sevior Clihag Sites, Ashbooree Cug
title. 2 Rahboame Al-Star Awards

Eirnear O Sullivan - Ballinkasaig
Senior Fnancsd Analyd

Defender

3 Allirefgnd Tensor T vhip 18k, AB-belsad
rier nhip ke, Bk Lok Dy 1185
AR-Star B, Myt SErsoe [ phep DT, §
lipsiler Whatsad b DrlbEs

Gemama O'Conmor - 5t Fanbares
Soldue

afpraer

1Al eetand Sersoe Cikap o 3 Al fndiand
Minoe T Sithed, Mus Liugus ibes_ g A2
Tagr Bewaithi, Mluniet Senad oo biles,
WS Plrper of Ve Aamurd

CORCAVGH

Chion S'g«:rﬁn = Kifeagh
Staderi
Clender

Saariag S heard, Monsier Semiar Cilipitle, ==
Morrber Inder O vhin ftle, Mussier Wangr Cilip

Lib'hj CWFiI‘tBH* e, Columa
Shuder

Wb fatdd

Ashling Thompson - Mo

Suden

Wl

1 Mlirelnd Sersce C'ulip lithes, Bt League Dw
jate, 2 Al Ireland Semer Cleb Cstup ttled, g Mo
Sevior (ghep itles, AP-S2ar Bward

Amy O'Conner - 51, Visgents

Dﬂl cr-ﬂﬂiﬂ » Erinig gl

Sludast

Formaid

3 Al Irsland Serer Cthop Dithes, 1 hanster Sans
Cahip ttkes Musvitey Fmier C'theg bl Mussier
Whirear [ 'thag: 10k

Cwrla Cokter - 51, Cathennes

Tescher

Formad | Ml ld

& Al frelgnd Sereoe ' yhip litkey a1 eeland Irter
kg e, 4 AN-Slar Aevii, 5 Liurabe i
81

Warrster Seninr Cshep bifle, 3 Mimbe Inder Tth Q
b, Rlumater Mino! Cybip lithe ?ﬁ'

E
Eredent

Foreiied

3 il detared Save € e, 3 Rlusaner S

Mshen bithed. Musaier Mg Cthig iitle

ﬂ

Harinah Looney - Killeagh
Hudent
Foaarard
3 Al Intland Fesisr Cihep bitley, 3

lysqir Spesdr Ot bibid 25 Er IS
Chup iy, Mungne Misee Cihag 1t

Miamh McCarthy « Inniscara
Studer

Feeward

bt League D 1 Gthe, bumaler Sena
Ty T il

Katring Mackey - Douplis

il

Fitbir 2

3 Al irglared Sevar xbep nale, 2 Mg Lesgue i
3 AI-SE e B, 7 Mansier Semior {ihap Btley

Muniser Mangr & Ut Cvbep Hitles

.ﬂ.rrl.Jl LeE = Ha I?-‘u:j.angh

Studsst

l;;.q:.;'.ﬁp,rl

A et Sewmenr Cibep bl 1 Munyter Senage

Cibup 1l Mussier beter C'vhay e

Meabh Cahalane - 5¢ Finbans

Sludenl

Diglonder

b Al-Liplpred Gerieet (g B0l | Mustdler Semine
e ety

Leanme O Sullivan - Glen Rovers

Suderk

Tre by i

§ AE lrelired Saves s ttde 3 M) Leipue Bleg
4 Masssier ey [ rep 100, Musler lnbis Clen
mile, Purced Con hie

Julia White - Deruglas

Teacher

Torward

§ AB-brelyrd Sereol Cybdp 1, § Hat Lisges
D i 1. & Mlusqier Sevesr Cihgp blbe

nalane; Layren Haman; Hanriah Looney, Gamma'Q'Connar, Ashiling Thompsop; Pamela Mackey. Fincls Neville, fuliahite; Ords Cotter,

Lauren Homan « SEViscents
Siudgat
Foraard

Murrster Winsr {ghip title

Finola Meville » 5t Catherines

Sports Rekabifiator B Athletic Therapest
Ml

Al iretared Sever Cohip 1ie, Bt Div 1 Legadt |
Mat Ledgue Déw 3 180, Mumser Seesse Uvag itk
Whriiter latd Cibeg Il

[EET) H:-Carﬂ'lgl Sargliekds
Studear

Farward

Mak League Dier 2 1itke

Jennifer Barry - Beede Bowers

Sradenl

WedFild

Mat League Div 2 lithe, Llengle Senige Cihip g,

Rébisin Klleen - Ballyhea
Seaden

Defender

Hak Leagpee D 2 title

Rachel 0'Shea - Carrigaling

Stident

Farwaid

Maf Leagess Dé 2 bide, Mansier Inler Cohip 18,
Muraser Mesor Cikipiithe

Linda Calling - Courcey Rovers

Sludest

Fadl Fourward

Al Irebard Senssr Cebip Bitke, Soaring Sear fwasd,
Murster Inler Cbip Githe, Murmter Misor

Cahip il



Senior

Back Row Left to Right: : T N
Grace O'Deanetl, Michelle Teshan, Aaife Dole, |enny Hecdy, Claire Phalun Staeey | uukl.’., Afee Difton, J‘.nslu';_.,, Dimphy, Denise Gaule, Bavina Tobin, _;Sirai"l_trl:-'-'ﬂt,!’. Miram Walsh,

pi-:.-:,J[Fn'trr Ann arie Lennan; r.'llr.hclle {.,]u.{r-.-,l::arjle:lr.e Foley, Miriarn Frishy, Clara Mhelan

Front Row Left to Right:: :
Sanah Mant, Lawrs Mirph, Jenr Clifferd Mekban Famell, I-u:q Farell; Canjelie :'."arr-s..ﬂlf Arina Fa:ml {Captaln), Gﬁ.e'-?' h, Calletie Diogmer, |uie Ann Malone,

Emma Kavanagh: Ailing Malan, Rkl Bhelan

Ernma Kavanagh - Rewerdnatioge
Teacher

Goalozeper

Al-licting Snbar C'ohup title, 7 Wt Lesgue tithes,
All-Srar Asard, § Lesnsier Seviior Cship tighe
Lewvibet Mgy Cahep bbie.

Catherine Feley - W'
s oley - Windgap

Delengdo
Mal Leggisg bths, Lisnalér Sencor Cshia ile

Duvires Tobin - Eneslds

Huar Siphsi

Dl

Al-iegland Senior C'vhip Utk 3 Mat Lerspuee B,
Albireland Minar C'thap vighe, 2 Leinsier Senioi
Cruip lifhes, Lesrrater Munoe Cohep it

Graoe Walsh - Tullargan

Suiderg Nusis

Bplender

- lrefand Sesier C'vbip title. § Mt Lesgos titkes,
Al-lrrland Minar B U Cship tidlen, Leinuter
Senaar £'shas ttles, Leiedber Minse & st

Cekep led

Claire Phelan - Lisdowngy

Tedther

Dielenges

AL Ireland Seriee Cibip Gtle, 3 Nat Lekgue Gties,
Al-Ireand Minge & UnE C'ihss 18y, § Leinsier
Seneee L phip Leleg

Anne Dalbon - 52 Lachesin's Freshiond
Euenk: DTicial

Defender

Al lepland Serme Tihap nsle, 1 AR Indand Seneo:
Chatt Taheip bithes, g Mo League B2iey, A-lrefand
Rlisaar {phig Bithe, g All-Slary Awardy, | Lsiaglen
Serso Cghip tdles

Aisling Dunphy - 51.Brigid's Ballpzallan
Bydera

D-.'frn‘.ru.an;uh.lll:I

- Iretand Sendes Cubip title, § B League 1k
bl relind Mo § UhE Chip titles, 4 Lensier
Senesr Clibep tides

il

beighan Farrell - Thomussonn

Dt

Mizfetd

All-fapland Seniar C'hip iishe, 3 st League tick

Aitrelssd Mingr Cbip tiske, A5-50 Anard, 3 PR

Lesnster Sereoe Cabip cthey

Anng F.II'I'I:" « Thomashown

Frassd Analyss

Mol Fewmied

Alindand Semior Clup title. Nat Ledgee tithe.
J AR Infind Muor Ushig Stes, Lessier Sersor
Cship litle

Julie Ann Malomse - Batingat

sadert

Foterard

Al-ireand Senior Cahug stle, Nal Leapae Lifhe.
Leirsei Senise Cyhip bl

Katie Powwer - Filtown
PRt plisaam

Farwud

Alkiseland Sendor Cuhip tidie, Nal Leagoe 1ithe, ¥
ARSlar Awardh § Al lepliad Misgs {ship Stles.
¥ AdHirelend U Cshap ities, § Leress S
Chikip ke

Denige Gaule - Windgap

Slugheal

Fon i

Al aplyrad Semoe Cidap 13l AR helarsd I
Lsmp inde, § Wl Leagee e, 2 Al-lecland
Minge Cyhep tides, 5 8A-bplsad U Cihag atle
AESR Bged, g Lesnvier Sendor Clihp 1

Shoelly Farrell - Thomatiown

Arcomgnl Techaicin

Forward

AE-Prelgnd Senasr ©'phis vide, BN-bpland tnter
Cehvip i, § Mt League Sitles, 2 All-ielased
llerion vl Bitkes, @ AR Ireland Uil Ciiip ke
All-Star Aasardd, , 3 Lonster Seenr Cship il

Mriam Walsh - Telwon
Testhir
Foreard
Al bredang! Sensor Cship nithe, 3 Pt Longue Stley
A-leland Mnor Cibip tithe, AR Sta Amard, 3
Lewater Serai Cihip Biles

il

Dandelle Mormssey - Conahy Shamrogks
Sedent

Fsrwand

Mat Lieague ttle, Leisaber Senior Cshep pitle, 2
Lesrbir Lhig Cikin blley

Anne Mane Lennon - Blecks & 'Whites
Siore Mankger

Goalteeper

Al-lreland Seeste Cihup Ble, AR-Irpliad kaler
Cship e, 3 N Leagee titkes, AR Inelind
lareae CpRap it AE-Inglang Lhe Cydugp bille.

-

3 Leimaben S vhip il

Collette Darmer  PadsiownGoershridge
Architechiaral Technalogat

Dielendes

AllBrplard Senacr C'ybip bile, AR Ireland Imier
Celan trthe, g Mak Lesjuae teles, 3 Al bapland
Wi U shep Dbes, A bredand LhE C ghip nile

T ARSaar A g Lwriger Seviadr O i8un triley

Michelle Quilty - Malingat

Filness Basivodbor

Fomward

All-Irgand Seneat (e 18, 1 NaE League Diles
§ Allleelard lince C'whep ttler. 3 AR Inslesd sk
i i, 3 AS-Seui Awrds. | Lpws b Senece
b fithes

hiirkam Fl'iﬂh]' + Madingival
Teacher
W larld Faeward

All-trebang Sesioe Cshep ptle, 3 Mat Liespue tiles,

Lyl Semiand O ibes 18l 5 Levniber Wnge
Cwbep bilkes

Stacey Quirke - St Martin's

Pardisinic Murse

Dielensde

AE el Seneor Cahip tithe 5. M Leagee biled
AL irefard Misce Cghap tifhe, AR fretesd UM
Cihagdgle, 2 Lesmuier Sermed Cibip b Hes
Levmaer Wenee Cihag Sitle

Larah CI'-IJ'I-'FI-IJ]' = Maancoin
Sludeat
Dete-der

Al-ieland Semeet Cihip i, 2 Wl League tales

Lipwiipee Senagr vhap b, Lo bew Wi
Cehip bitle

Sarah Kent - Dancsiont

Seuden

Desferide

A Irelind Seniee Cihip title, AN Inelused Bing
Cshépinke, 2 Nat Ledgem bitkes, Liinster Sosig
Cahop title, Leinatey Menge O P btie

Laura Murphy - O'Loughiin Gaels
Siudeni

Dalendes

All-Ingland Seevuige Cghep petle. All-lreland Ming
C'ship tebe, 3 Mat Lea jul bk, Lnngser Sen
Cibip tle, Lewnder Minar Cibup bils

Michelbe Teshan - [ames Stephens
Sradenn

Deeferadar] Fonwatd

Klbdidand Sensge C'ahap talg. Bll-Svedand Bl
Culep hithe, Bt Ledgue Utte. Lewviber Mings
Cihes tithe

Jenny Reddy - Thomassown

Teachar

Pelied Pkl F e

All-breland leter C'ship cabe, Mat Leaggue litke
Lenster Semigd Cuhep 1l

Jenny Clifford - Dicissare
Sales Asslstant

Fermard

Altrelind beter Cihis bie AR ineland Mimas
trtke, Pai |NE..IF'.'.1' Soanng Star Mg, L :

=brmar Cship bithe, Lesqpe i nar Ok Yitle

Aoife Doyle « Py,

Sludes

Pelladinl { Fosrwans

Mt League tife, Lewnates Sen or C'shag Bt

Réisin Phelan - ¢
= WOMENY Shams
Siudent acks
|:|I:‘"iﬁ'|,:|;'r
All, IrelEng T e &
3 Al bewlamd b

Cakip tiths. M Lespue hile L n-:*.u*:.;w-. 1

O 1l b bl

|:1l.|,.lu|.r Lewiter Ban

Grace O'Donnell
Staedent

Farmmd

- "l:il.'l:.; Irelamds

Wt Leagrae title. Lowrster Somunr ' ghae

[cqui Frisby - 54
Acgounts Puagabi,
Delender

Al elang S Cak
Loy by, 4 by

e = . 14r &
= gl 5,.:_‘_ Fuici i LIS
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Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
Senior Camogie
Championship Final

by Daragh O Conchuir

Cork v Kilkenny

THIS &5 a repeat of last year’s decider in whh Killenny
aut paid to Cork's threg-in-a-row bid with a Bur-pomt
wcsory, and of the Masional League Dvisiar 1 Final, which
wens the Moceiaders’ way too. These wene juaft thres
pointy. separating them at Semple S5dium b just as

i September, the sense was Al e ncton wene moee
comigriable than '.h-:*-i.'g.r |;.g;_'=.=!£d.

Add ths Tact that they are nps ane £2p fro= 3 foerth
canseoutive national title, 3 Toutie-Daubs’, and the

is na dowbt that Anm Dovwenes's side have ecablished
thersetes firmily ag the undsputes rurmber one outfit of
the game

Thet will rankde with Cork, met least becauss they have
failed to sparkle in those [as tve major clashes, due

bo @ comberation of Kilbenny's quaalsy and their own
hndurwfﬁmim; il,-.'lg socustorad o aplace on the tap
step of the padiurm, they wil wasmt £ back.

Blwither side pulled wp trees in the Semi-finals. A portion
of this can be accredited to the lanper bav-offs (five weeks
far Coutk, four For Kilkemny] comparsd to Ging teams

buoyed by Quarter-Final tiemphs a fenmight previously
but it would be wrang to minimise the effents of the players
and managements of both Dublin and Galway in terms of
performance and tactical application,

Kilkenrry did ned have it all thesr ewm way in the group
phase, meeding & point from 2005 Player of the Year Denise
Caule 1o escape with a share of the spoils againgt Clase in
Mowdan Pazk oo |uly 152, As has been customarny unded 3
ranxpement sat-up that has shways leamed bessons from
mild setbacks, and a roster that has applied thesn wel, they
came cut the rext week and were full vatue for a Nive-point
ik gver Gabway m Atkenry that helped cement their direct
pragress to the last four

They pot ofl to a perfect start agasnst Dublin with a geal
from a penalty by Gaube bwo ménutes in, but were s3ill ondy
frve paints clear by the tme substitute jenny Clifford sent

3 rocket bo the Dublin sed in LY firne, h.lwtg 51rugg;itd
with the kigh intensity and physicality of the Metropolitans,
and the direct rumning of the Boes of Siobhin Kehoe, The
Stripeywoamen’s much vaunted attack spluttered and there
were only glimpses of the counter-attacking game from
desp (ks has yrelded such dividends.

Dnce mare though, one expects that there will be an
impeovemnent and that Downey will be happier that ber
charges were put through the ringer rather than enjaying
the cakewalt many had predicted. The depth of the
pangl was adveriised onge mode boo with the continging
blossoming of newcomer Danielle Morrissey, and the
impaict off the bersch af Clifford amd jenny Reddy.

Kilkeniny have serious operators in every ling, from Emma
Kavaragh in goal, right theough Aane Daltan, who was

Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senior
Championship Paths to the Final 2017

CORK

Group 2
1ajob/zo17 Tipperary 17 Cork 116
24062017 Cork 1-27 Limerick o-1

n/o7/2017 Cork 398 Wexford 0-9
15/07/2017 Offaly 0-11 Cork 113

i =

Semi-Final
19/o8/2017 Cork 2-g Calway 1-g

Conk’y Pyl Bl by o Eilpaary s Aaaa. Faral

KILKENNY
Group 1

m:gnil"u:ﬁl Egdinil Dul:vl'm.u.pl.iin Anra Faseell, Katie
Power, Caule and Shelly Farrell to name just a few. Many of
those will be smarting from quist cutings List tsme oul and
it is reasonable to expect a nesponse

Whereas the Cats ground it out in the sacond hallin their
Semi-Finad, Cark were hanging on agairst Gabway but this
v dhways expected to be a stern challenge given the talent
at the westerners' disposal. It sabd much therefore, that
Cork weve leading by eight points cary in the second half
and it could have been much moee had they nol spurned
faur EWI charges

What was notable tos was that they found a way to win, as
they have done so aflen over the years. Galway had 38 the
marenturn in the final quarter but Corkk stemimed (he tide,
Thanks to the likes of Chlge Sigerson, Rena Buckley and
Ashling Thompsan. Like Kilkenery, some stars did not enjoy
their best of days but Hannah Looney and Miamh McCarthy
stood up to the plate and Orla Cotter was exceptional in the
first half in particular, Apast from the afarementioned, Aoife
Murray and Katrna Mackey are key operators,

The message caming From the Cork camp all summer

has been that they are playing atcheup on Killkenmy, even
a5 they cruised through their group with & 100% recoed
Paudie Murray eontinued the theme after the Seemi-Final
but beating a team as strong a3 Gabwiay after a five-week
lay-0ff was no mean feat. Again, one can expect the enging
b be running more smoothly on the biggest day of all

RKilkeramy™s hunger remiaies insatishle despate their recent
success while Cork's appetite is ravenous after some of the
recent reverses. The teams play similar styles, attempting
1o cuit off space in their cwn halves and i create it in the
eppeditan’s, harnessing the speed at their dispesal ta
fashion scorng oppartunities.

What measures might be taken to neutrafise the oppasition
sirengths will be intriguing.

We cannat wait

Senior Final

Cork v Kilkenny

REFEREE: REFEREE:
CSVEN ELLIQTT [Antrim) LIZ DEMPSEY [Kileany)
Club: All Saints, Ballymena Chib; Thamastomn

10/06/2017 Waterford 0-6 Kilkenny 2.5
o1fo7/2017 Kilkenny 114 Clare 3-8
08/o7/2017 Galway 1-8 Kilkenny 2110
22/07/2017 Kilkenny 313 Dublin -8

Semi-Final

19/08/2017 Kilkenny 2-11 Dublin 0-g

Intermediate Final
Cork v Meath

ook Ay Warvay andh Liaway | Danele oy wd Mesins Wiakd

Premier Junior Final

Dublin v Westmeath

REFEREE:

FHILIP MCDOMALD {Cavan)
Club: Balbebesnugh Shamicks




Arny Lee - Na Parsaigh

Shudenl

L

AE-refanad Sersor Cobip tife, Warribes Seice
Cshenmthe, 2 Mundes bmier Cuhin fddes.

Lezh Weste - Balnoolip

Teacher

[heferader

All-Ireland Spsiee Cyhip titks, 3 Mad Dy |_|_'.|1|.|-|:
Ethes, 2 Wal Leapue Div 2 ifes, Leagues, §
lurriber Jeise Cubap (ihed, MuriBer lsbar
Chihip oitde, 1 Wansizr Misor § UhE Cshepadies,
atee prawivenal tithe

Sarah Haringlon - Fr. O'Neills
Sludssl

iDetender

Bt Leages Do 3 0, Portall Cup bitle

Niamh Mi Chacim - Killagh

Teacher

Deferder

All-Iretand Jenisr Cvhip title. @ Mt Leages D 1
Eitbes, 2 Murabes Sendr C'shes tillkes

Redisin Kilgan - BaBea
Studeat

Defender

Hui Leagae Div 2 Biie.

Sarah Buckley - Ballncodip

Trgings Actoaandand

D radir

# Bll-lreland Sémior C'ibip lifles, Nal League B
1 0%, 2 Nl League Do 2 s, Munsier Sevesi
[ shig Ethe, Mumated bajer C'ship Lithe

Lauren Callanan - Ghen Rovers
Sludsst

Wi (ield fDafender

It Leagos Do 3 mcle

Cork. Intermediate

CORCAIGH

ne Sugrue samh Harmngion, Linda Collins; baak \este: Namh - NICHasima {Caota 0], Sarsh Buckley, Michacka Buckley, Bache

sthy

CORCARIH

Firola Meville - 52, Catherines

Sporis Pelobditabor & Athistic Theragisl
Wedloedd

Al ireland Senior (ship title, Mat Db 1 League
Sk, Ninl L&goed O 5 i,  Miorionr Saiege
Cahip ttle, Migmder inser Cship Btle.

Jenmifer Barry - Bede fovers
Suget

LR {E

Ha Leagee Div 2 tithe. Mansler Senvor
Cghiny Sible,

Katehyn Hickey . Blackrok
Slugdent

iy

& Iretand Seraar Cyhip ttle, 2 B Leapes O 2
Fiied, Mehwier Senigt Cihep ke, Misaber inbey
Cship e

Keeva McCarthy « 51 Finbasrs
Shuder

Farward
AE-Trefand LA Cibegs, Mt Leajus B 3 6, 3
Wiensler Mimor Crhag dies

Maive McCanthy - Sarsields
Studert

Foreard

i Leagor Dive 3 itk

Rachel C'Shea - Corrgabine

Student

Firward

Mak League Dév 2 fite, llumber bater Cvbsp Dtk
Mursiter Mo [ 1550

Linda Colling - Courcey Boeers

Sl

Fowcyrd

Al Inntand Sevar Calap irlle, Foanesg Mar
Aard, Bumber Inder ['vhip tile, Mursier Minos
Cuhip pithe

Carcling Sugrue - Balinagcarthy
Tinchad

Forward

¥ N Lewgue D 2 Btles, 3 Murier Somer
Cihipidin

Sarah Ahern - Balygaran
Stusdent
Ceoafkpepey

Nk Lewgue Doy 2 e, Muranes Monar Cikap fitle,

1 Munster LhaA ke sl

Sarah Fabry - Douglas Camope

Studest

ol W aifactd

All-breland Sereoe Cshop brile, Mt League Diw
bitke, ¥ Musridder Srmser C'thag 17t Waniler Inie
Cvhup Litles, & Mueanss RMesas Cibg 18

|acinga CMHIE}' » Correy Howers
Trnne Aotouatan]

Dhoderder Wdfvess

& Mt Leapue Do 3 $tdes. Mluraies bajer
Cyhep e

Magwe Lynch - Hewcesiown
Siudenl
Crefender

Mat Lesgus T 3 Bilp, Momsier Mingr Shasid pitle

hlickhaells m - E||||'|-Ejr-.'a|1
Fudend
Farwand

Monsier Meos Cihep ile

Lucy Kelly - Sarsfiglds
Steder
Bl e F oiim died

Wl Lewgee Dy 2 bille, Mansier Misor Cshisale

Al
Al
1
rd

Niamh O'Callaghan - Sarshields
Tdc Fur
Crefande:
L] LERfue D 2 asthe, Mlunaser inter ©

Hayley Ryan - Blackock

Siudan

Forward

MJ—';.HSL-I Dev 2 it ¥ Munster Inis
ubip ntfe

Lisa i:fl'ﬂj'l " ll:l:lllgl'.qj_ﬂ-

Stindenal

Dielender

AE-Ireland Semar Caheg ke, N Leag
Do 2 titke, Mymiiter Semiae O shis it
} Mumser Misoe & UG C'weprake

Rebecca Shoehan - Douglas
Studeni

Deferigier

All-lietand Ush Cabop s, Mar League
D = ke, Mlamstes badet Cghus niils
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Keeva McCarthy

Cork. Intermediate

Who has been the biggest influence on your caneer 5o far?
by Tarmiy &t 3 deole Bul pastioalarly my Mom, Dad, Nana
and Granda aho ane the divng force behind everything | do,
alang wah the coaches o both my duh and with Cek who
heave ahwavs supported me and belisved o my potentia

What has been your sporting moment of 2077
Lok winning the Mungter hurking {irud w1 Seruple Stadivm.,

Whe has besn your toughest opponent this year?

Rave CoenE L agaIres many lough appanents s yea
fut put defenders m prareng will never keave you in foran
& Jy SCONE

What ks your Favourite venue o play in and why?
Dak 1o my club the Bars o wp theer with any of the venusy
2's ik iy wevond hodme!

shat | have played =

CORK

Group 2
1ofobfzan7 Cork 212 Galway 0-9
24/06{2017 Carlow 07 Cork 11
08/o7/2017 Meath 3-g Cork 0-17

22072017 Laois 2-7 Cork 1118
12082017 Cork 311 Down 0-g

Semi-Final
20082017 Cork 2-n Derry 0-

Plaver Interview

What does it mean to you bo wear the counly jersey?
Wearing the red and white of Cark Is 2 huge honour ard in
doing 50| am proud ta represent my family, club and county
while playing alongsice same of my closest friends.

What ether Camagie player would you look up to outside of
your coundy?

Beth Carton, Waterford. We have had mary shootouls during
oo undierage years with our respective counties - she's an
incredible talent

Apart from Camegie, what sports peaple do you book o far
inspiraticed?
Joe Canrarsg, Cora Staunton and Paul O'Canrmedl.

O the pitch, what do you do o relar?
Spare time can be rane but | try 10 calch ug with Trends and

rry Fvgurde TV shows, f t .
What is your Eavourite song at the moment?

Asrything from Niarmh Ni Chagimh's pee-match plalist, buta
special shoarout for “Pasty in the USA” by Miley Cyrus.

INTERMEDIATE
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Sarah Buckley

€ Mt Corthaigh

A Fwbier

lcath’s Clsoe Coffey of Cork's Niteuh N Chaclih

MEATH -

Gmup 2 IONADAI
10{06/2017 Meath 4-15 Laocis 1-3 ;_l:r:"i " "“""'f' " "
o1fo7/2017 Galway 27 Meath 1415w seiean J ' ity bl " :mm
o8fo7/2017 Meath 3-g Cork 017, o P = . S
22{07/2017 Meath 114 Down 0-17 | coyicen H“wiw y wm d
13/08f2017 Carlow 0-4 Meath 310 b s Gai

Semi-Final
20/08/2017 Meath 1-12 Kildare 1110
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Meath, Intermediate

attery, Caroline Quinn, Acife Mapuire, Amy Gaffoey, Megan Thynme, Jané Dolan, Ellen Burke) Fia O Brian. Miire Yirkry K

Singad Hackett - Dunboyne
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E-EH.' - a
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Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
Intermediate Camogie
Championship Final

by Daragh O Conchir

Cork v Meath

MEATH ars appearing i their fiest Iedermediate Final, while
Cotk are returning to the scene of the crime after being edged
ot oy & point by Kilkariery in last pege's deciding outcome

IE rars takeen the Rervals a Bethe while to establish themsehves in
the second tier after enjoyimg Crake Park glory when annexing
the Premser |unice crown in 2012, They thowed that they kad

Rounid their feat when winning the National League Division 2
fithe 252 season however and spent the spring this berm in the
rarefied atmosphere of Division 1.

There were some tough outings as they failed to colart
anything in terms of points but the experience of operating at
# quicker level and higher intensity than anything they would
Fidee been sccustomed to was mvaluable,

fohi Davis” crew finishad the campaign positively, kesing

by just bwe paints o Ofaly, wha méssed aut on rraking

the knockout stages of the Senioe Champigeship on scoee
difference by one paine. Meath carred that form righi
through the Champlonship. Although drawing to Dwn, they
had earlier edged out Cork im 2 cracker by 1.8 bo 0417 in Trim,
#ssuneg themsehves of top seeding in the Semi-Finals

There the Rovals met cld rivals Kildare. Bucyed by a quick
geal from Kristing Troy and a strong fnal quarter that yiekded
seven successive poants after filling two points behind, they
were able do concede a late goal and still prevail by two

Jarst Dotan has long been acknowledged a5 one of the most
dangerous farwands in the land but she has SErONg suppon
in the likes of Troy. Megan Thynne, Acife Mirogee and
Cheyenne O Brien

Aoife Minogue
Meath

Wheo has been your biggest influence on your career go Far?
My faenily, but my Dad in particular 25 well a5 my local club Dunderry.

kas beon your sporting moment of zoip?
Wirsmis the Purcell Cup with DIT back in Febewary in Abbotstown,
Who has been yais foughest oppanent this year?
Lok .
What is your Favourite venwe o phay in and whny?

Croke Park_ it's the aee mich that everpane who plays any form of GAA
wants the oppartunity to play on

What does it mean 10 you to wear the county jersey?
It's the serric of pride, the abeby 1o represent woue
IR 3 ihe Fughest leve

What ather Camagie player would you lock wp to

ouiside pour county!?
Cafhering Fodey, Killerny

Apart from Camagie, what sports people do you
ook to for inspiration?
Katse Tayho

O the pitch, what do you do to rebax?
g0 to the cinerna, hsten bo music or catch up

Dlavor: [t
g yel Interview

Cork wal be concermed by the three goals they concedsd
whaen the sides met on July Bth but apart from thai, they huve
eryoptd a flivdess season. The League ended with 2 Li=poing
ciefeat of Derry and they repeated that win ower 3 side that
had been campaigning in the top ter for the Pt fou
years in the Championship Semi-Final

The margin this time aeound was 10 points. Linda Colfins
wind sconed 14 froem play ini last year’s All-Irelind and played
weoang with jennifer Barry in this vear's Natioral League
Uivision 1 decider, dd the damage with two goals. Fincla
Meeville, Lawren Callanan and Amy Lee are just some of

the others with Serior experience. Keeva MeCarthy and
Maeve McCarthy are ather theeatening attackers capable of
scuppering Meath's dreams,

wth ey frerids and Tarmaly

What's your fevourite song at the moment?

Wama by joras Blue
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Westmeath, Premier junior
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Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
Premier Junior Camogie

Championship Final

by Draragh O Conchiir

Dublin v Westmeath

DUBLIN Camogie s an the crest of 3 wave sight now, The
Senbars, Minrs and UsEs 3l made Alllreland SemsFinaly
but the Premier [umors tack it one step further, The overall
picture i one of bloaming heatth im the Capital County.

Shane Plowman's culfit tack all befose them mn the League

'.II an the way bo Divisica § hancars but roer they are crossing
\ swords with 2 wnit that played well in Disigson 2.
A
\ Indeed Westmeath onby missed out an a place in the last
\ four an scoee difference, finishing just fve points worse off
\ than Kildare, who atso reached the intermediate Semi-Final,
'.L Indeed the Lakesiders defeated the Lilywhites in the roand-
! robin phase as well 35 another intermediabe side Antrim, and
cnby lost by a paint 1o Gabeay.
Both had already qualified when they [aced off in the fanal cverT ycmereey_om s s ——
Group 1 gams 3o it is difficult o know what to take From that et it Ot Pt it Ol
On face value, we can say that there will be 3 puck af the hall riaphiien Eoinar Midviio i Vbt Cirtaian ' Dy Pl Libiasich
in thits, a5 Westmeath prevailed by the minimum.
il bk i A goal from Evelyn Twomey seven minutes into the second
mc‘!”"u'“ Hannah Core half beoke the Kerry resistance x5 Dubdm moved to within G2
B, M Gl I, N o - . < J
lilhiry T rimgtes of a sith title at this grade with 2 points b spare.
o o Hoife Bugher and skipper Emer Keenan will be among the
IONADAI TEAM OFFICIALS players they will need ta perfoern if they are to achieve it.
" L bl o i | vy el
c Hise W Choncde A 8 i okl o o Diruh Loughin, Pamela Greville and Denise McGrath siood
- Browrvtriae Cirititlzmm Lesphtgue Boghade i - Pk s out once more far Westmeath, althowgh they had a couple
e ok e e, ofsdous moments shast s nnersupATIgh
ol i Claalal Dl Wlgar LisoefCamdn | ok Cagan launched ilil:l?":flﬂ-dth!-!d'lb“ﬂ'lhﬂ I!:H:ll'ﬂ I:-]'1|'brtlrr'ar
:=::‘Il"“ L :-n:':lu]hl e Mhckpogh Mage UbncafCamminn: (e Lpaned the final whistle was Blown.
;qmllr.f;u!-_ M"-:::" h‘:;—:::"-l":l ““: Lespefliman: O ‘““"H Wnsranif t Dby B Copvigs wogh Areea gty Bibsta Mgy
tde Thebanny By s Contern Fpiic Cory O My
. i Drhaxchartagh €. Wi Chgarsin Wl ; Yok Ky
dlabarrp Cantletan Cosphs e

Player Interview

Muireann Scally

Westmeath

Wha has been the biggest influence on your career so far?

There has been $0 many cver the vears from mansgers ta

players but | weuld probably say the bigpest influence has

been my Family. They are ahways thers ta deive and push you

on and there's ahways a bit of constructive criticism Ehrown What is your Favourile song af the moment?

in then so you doal get 100 carried awayd I ot resally it music a5 sich but | love when a good
"' pang comes an the radio and you can “sing™ along 1o it in

&% been your sporting moment of 20177 the carl

Getting picked for the Leinster Interpeoringial team and

playing againththe other peovinges was a huge bonour but

pedting to ihe Inpesd abe Leirsher Fenad was alsa 2 hl,lgt

achimvemaent Ehis year

Who hes been your toughest op { this year?
Corle i the League gave us a big beatingsarker this vear but

we have learned so much fram that and impetved frem it
arl i |'.:'.r|:'alir 2000 6O ug in the Sang Fun

Off the pitch, what do you do ko relao?
1 like jo oul on the hiorses, We have 3 few at home and
it's pood 1o go out and get same fregh aull

What i your favournite venue 1o play in and why?

| lowe plapng = Chankill, It's mat my club pitch but | practice
up theee all the time, | love plapng matches up there
because I'm 3a used o the pitch

W, 5
I

What does it meant to pou bo wear the county jersey?

s an hanour 1nd prealege to wedr the county jersey, When
you wear the jersey you'ne not enly representing your county |
But also your clun. It o vhows all the hard work That Yol
b et it b it thiat Far

Wit | Fretaf Legvy of Dl [y Meprie

What ather Camogie player would you look up 1o oulside
of your county?

Sinbhdn Flarnery feom Offaly i 3 class act of a player and i
was, lucky enough to play with ber i college!

Mpart from Camogie, what sparts people do you
besark o fo imsparation?

1 think fessica Ennis-Hill is 3 phenomenad sporlswoman
and athlese. She was the bess alklste in the woeld and the
training, commament and determination she had to get 1o
the level isins pating, | alsa book at joc I:Hl*-"lg,
Herry Shedflin and [ Carey Sor ingpiration, Thewr waill
level and hulill'rf: skallieg are urdeal!
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Player Interview

Sinéad Wylde
Dublin

Who has been the biggest influence on your career 5o far?
Fintan Quill and Paul Beecher

What has been your sparting moment of 2007
Beating Topperary o injury time in the Mines A Champicnship warlier this year.

Who hat been your toughest opponan this year?

Clare

What s your favourite venue to plag.in and why?

O Cullen Patk - 1 plaved my first ever fnapch for Dublin theeto at halltirse
of the Ladies All-keland Foethall Sarni-Finalewhen | was 12 and hae
nad good luck plapng thiare syer sirde

wWhat does it meant 1o you 1o wear the cownty jersey?
1'% 30 FEaRour o ;I‘-“ Lo reprEEig Ty club at the he g"'":'“ limyed

What other Camogie player would you look up 1o outside of your county?
Wags O'&ney — & rilkant role model for plagers both on and off the pach,

apart fram Camogie, what sports people do you look to for insplration?
Michaed Oher - American Feotbhall [The Blnd Side)

O the patch, what do you do ta relax?
yalk my dalmatars or go fee 3 dip im Seapaind

What is your Favourite song at the moment?
Wagon Whee! by Darius Ruckes

LT
s 3

and

Laura Ireacy
Cork Senior

Catherine Foley

Kilkenny




Whitelightning

strikes for Cork

in thrilling finale

Supersub fires over injury-time winner to break
Cats' hearts and clinch Rebels' record 27th title

CLIONA
FOLEY
b
CORK 0-10

KILKENNY 0-9

LIBERTY THSURAMCE ALL-TRELAND
SEMIOR CAMOGIE FINAL

IT MAY not have been one for the
purists but the climax, it beast, of this
Liberty Insurance All-lreland senior

In the G0th minube Gemma O'Cannaor,
the great Cork veleram whowasn't even
expected b0 Hne out due toa serious Knee
infury, stepped wpio hit a Hadl Mary shot
from the G5-metre line and egualised o
exclamatbons of God!®

When six minates of ndded time were
then announced, the tension became
unbeanehds,

TICKED

A replay looked inevitable as both sides
cmipticd their tanks and traded chane-
&3 before Cork substitute Julia White
produecsd o miraculous winmer out of a
hive of stripey womeen just s the clock
theked into minate 67,

Aftera 22-year wail for their title Inst
yeer, defending champions Kilkenny
wire ever golng to ghve up without a
fight anl it 1ok thase te'o magnificent
ciuich shots 1o got past them.

Hurt is g0 often the difference between
teams as tghthy bound asthese twoand
Cork had the monopaly on it yesterday,

They were 1ok anly urt by losing a
three-in-a-row (o the Cals last year but
particulary hurt ot the un-Cork way they
had relinquished their cravwmn.

Connor, who damaged her meedial

GAME AT AGLANCE

PLAYEROF THE REFWATCH
= MATCH Owen Ellntdid well, playedlots
= OriaCronin of achvantage ard cormectly miade
{Cork) &tough'charging callin the dying
Ashling Thomgson bt
wasanother major
coritender inihe pivotal delensin MATCH STATISTICS
ralebut Cronin nat onky nestricied WIDES:
Anne Dalon's influence for solong Cork5(Zinfirsthalf) HEEN
wwmmusw Led the Cosk atiack Kilkerumy Ti5) —
FREES
TALKING PORT ICe 10 (3in first half) )
starting e Lummm ol
thegamebut
distance and scoring a magnificent YELLOWCARDS
exqualiser afler being such an injury Caork0
doubt beforehand. Kilkerumy | Malong 45)
MAGIC MOMENT REDCARDS
élh'fﬂile‘sgﬂmde winnerin the Corkd
th mimbe. elzeinthe [i]
MWrﬁm}Tﬂmham —
alter a thrilling conclusion ta the ATTENDANCE
gameutnot 20,538
- s — _——
koo lgamends in the semi-finals, winEE,
spend the last three weeks on “I knew whene the goals
1 momemenial infensive : were and that we had
rehab programme to make = abont 30 seconds left,
it back. g0 T was thinking we

And White had more
hurt than most after & |
et che e

g1
her Achilles which cost | |
her the guts on one
senson and then she
broke a bone in her fool

had nothing to lose
but Twaited and e
- sure (it went over)y”
 she grinned. *T think

it pruh‘.‘h"lu HEy

H:rluhe. Late win-
nier seabed history on

in April, siveral fromts.
“Tiner 2005 Mre Cork's 271h title -
abmnl! rmanbes of chame mﬁﬁ ﬂm-;m fﬂﬁ
ionship camogic, today o in on al
t'm:{uded. sald Corl’s garne senior honours et and also

Wastmaath players celabrate with the Kathlesn Mills cup

WESTMEATH 1-10

DUBLIN 1-6
Daragh O Conchdir

LIBERTY INSURARCE ALL-TRELAND
PREMIER JUNIOR FIMAL

All-Treland Premier Junior title,
In o sirange game, both sides

endured long scoring droughts,
while Dublin certainly had the -

greater share of the possession

over the hour.

The spoils go to the team that
seores the most, however, and
though they probably held the
upper hand for little more than a
quarter of an hour, Westmeath
were ruthless with their scoring
opportunities.

They took a little while to
settle and fell behind to two
painted frees inside four minutes
by Aoliie :

They cantinued ta leok mors

assured, but failed to transiate
time on the ball into numbers on
the scoreboard and pald the price

as their opponents hit 1-8 withowt

reply.

Sheila MeGrath and Dinah
Loughlin (free) brought them
level and even when Hannal
Core put them ahead at the end of
the first quarter, it was probably

ngainst the run of play.

Johnny Greville's CrewW WeTs
beginning to ;
now, hiowever, Y o
drilled a low shot off the rain-



we'd put in & very honest effort and fair
play to Kilkenny they died in their boots,”
Buckley (30) sadd.

With trademark  she sadd ber
dliaal eapriainey “was not something I
pat & huge amount of thought Into® bat
ghe did allaw herself zome excitement
at her 18th medal.

“I never imagined it [ don't know how
you'd deserile it but s been a fantastic
period in my Hfe. [ don't hail from a
Frsassive GAA house” she said, bome
ot by her revelation that she keeps her
mmeikals “ina ik home",
:m-i:?:kmﬂ RULTM“;E}MMEE

WO
epuiet ‘and, iEHhmt keer pulling the
strings, Kilkenny struggled badly in
the first half, scosing just 0-2 (one free),

NERVY
The half-tme scoreline of 0-5 to 0-3
reflected a nervy game not helped by
some wwiul weather, & Sigle over
created a decent goal dhamos b, with
Toth tesums”defences on top and Ashling
Thompson outstanding in Cork's, ihe He-
beds” hali=forwand line stood oat earlyion,
But on the resumption Kilkenny
stored four points to one via Dendse

Ihynne and Meath

get secor

d shot

at wastefu
T

LIBERTY IMSURAMCE ALL-IRELAMND
INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE FIMAL

CORK and Meath will have to do it
all over again on Oetober 1 as 63
minutes of play were unable to
separate them in the Liberty
Insurance All-Ireland
Intermediabe Camogie final,

The magnificent Megan Thynne
was on the attack for Meath and in
the throcs of unleashing a shot at
glory when referee Liz Dempsey
called time on the play, allowing
Cork supporters to breathe a sigh
of relief.

The Rebels would have beon

disappointed had they

extrermely
Ganbe (free], Katie Power and two from | let it slip for a second consecntive

the excelbent
thelr first lead of the gume in the 30th
mimate,

Yot the way Cork bounced hack im-
mediately;, with an Orla Cotber free and
Cronin's third point, indicated that they
were wp for this fight.

Points from Julie Ann Malone, and
a cracker from Miram Wakh, moved
Eilkenny a point clear again and then
came those final frenetic six minotes of
guts and glorw

“We're rdisappointed, no point
in saying amything else” admitted Eilk-
bly didn’t twrm ap in the first 20 minutes.
I dor’t know why but, in faimess, the
girls died with their boots on in the
second half.

“AlT can do is congratulate Cork and
congratulate Rena on captnining her
camogbe and football teams to All-lme-
lands. Mo other player has done it and
it's brilkiant [ comgratulate herself and

(remma on their carcers”
SCORCAS -CorkcICona (k1 4 P‘h‘l‘r.ﬂi‘llﬂiﬂl:l

COAH = A Pharray i I'IHFH;F H'b.:ldﬁhﬂ!.l.'f

S rfuliven 7.0 Olonns i O Sericn
mlmlﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂwtﬂvﬂﬁ
MGy B, H Machey 3 Surba:

T ot Sagerues B0,
m—zm 7. CFoley T, 0 Toben 3 0 Wakh B C
Dipreer A Dialene. T L Dy TMFamed A A S
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Westmeath put name on title

slickened sod to the far corner for
l.innil that appeared to deflate
Dublin completely,

MeGrath put over her seeand
point and Loughlin provided
three more to put the margin at
nine at the break, 1-8 to 0-2.

Shane Plowman made two
substitutions at half-time and
Dublin contested much better
throughout the field for the
entire second period.

This was best illustrated by the
mu_tln aerlal pmumlm

Riisin Baker, sub Sin
Wylde and captain Emer Keenan

displaying their high-catching

Prowess,
Baker gave them a real boost
with a goal 37 seconds after the
restart. Bugler slotted a brace of
points, but the return was not
commensurate with the number
:rﬂnnu.rﬁmimhl: Westmenth's

l:m;ltt for that should go to the
defensive efforts of Edel
MeCormack and Fiona Leavy,
while Caoimhe MeCrossan was in
player-of-the-mateh form.

Famela Greville finally
registered Westmenth's first

seare of the second half in the
55th minute and though Dublin
kept pouring forward, creating a
eouple of half-chances for goals,
they had left themselves too much
-nl’l maountain tn climb.
smmvninnvm*

5 L 145 & By 1L
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Farrell to take | year, however, as they led for the

majority of proceedings and
wasted a couple of gilt-cdged
opportunities, with some dreadfial
wides in the final quarter in

cular,

It would have been hard on
Meath to lose oul, too, hewever, as
they showed tremendous gritto
drag themselves back level after
falling four points behind in the
first half, and then recovering
from the concession of n goal just
before the break to reel in a similar
deficit inthe second period,

Bath full-forward lines came
into the game as the stron
sections of each unit and they
advertised their talents, especially
in amore fluid opening period,

although they were shachled well
inaengier second half.

Rachel O'Shea opened the
gcoring for Cork and by the 10th
minute, her colleagues on the
ingide line, Caroline Sugrue and

ey | Linda Collins, had also gotten off

the mark.

Maath's Claire Coffey attermpts to

| Rebels

Keeva MeCarthy shot a brace,
the second a really well-crafted
soote after good work by Sugrue
and Collins, ns Cork went 0+6 to 0-2
ahead, but Meath responded with
four in a row, Jane Dolan
comverting three frees and Sinéad
Hackett slotting well,

MeCarthy was on target onee
more for Corle, however, before
Entelyn Hickey Mnished brillinntly
to the corfier of the Meath net to
make it 17 to 06 at the change of
ends.

The second half lncked the
Muidity of the first, although it had
& rip-roaring start, with Amy
Gaffney pointing directly from the
throw-im, and then Kristina Troy
}J"BE“I‘I.I a fgoal just over a minute

ater.

POWERFUL
That score was all about Aodfe
Minoguwe, however, s the young
Dunderry forward drew the cover
with a powerful run through the
mifiddle and timcd ler pass to
perfection. Troy made no mistake
despite Amy Lee, whe had a fine
game, closing in.
Player-oi-the-maich Finalz
Meville and O'Shea moved Corl
ahead gquickly, but the Leesiders
failed to score in the bnst 26
minutes, including three of injury

time.

Dolan halved the gap in the 52nd
minwte, bat it wasn't until the
seoond minnte of injury time that
she was able to hit the leveller, just
after Hichey had been sent off fora

second yellow card offence.,

SLA0P A = Sk A0 it [, W e m ity i1y G Ao,
HHehary 100 F Nraliie, | Doy, C Sugrus (.1 path, Maathe s
Do [0-5hs. W Fowry 40 5 Mo 11 3 2 A Gy, 8 Musoa
B Track
CRK — & Lee L Wasie S-tumingion H Do d
N Cafarg F Hpally, J gy & lichry, K
A L Collen, C Sohu”
& Pl e O S

w E Plirwyin' E Calbbey, G080y EBorhr L Faogh A
e L Divungte s, C10 Brics 1 Thniee A Gulbasy K Troy
A sy op. IZ Chtnn, F D, 5 Hacker: Subas & Shmerp for

Owmiag
REF -1 femgy Fignm|

dispossess Cork™s Katetyn Hickey during
yesterday's intermodiate final at Croke Park srusasd H LA IPOITSFILE



0-10
KILKENNY ...........0-8
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For 60 minutes yesterday the
two best camogie teams in the
conntry suffocated each other
with defensive tactics on a wet
moq of a day 88 Croke Park bast
ther 8ix minwtes of injury-thme
provided o clean slate.

1t was evervthing the rest of
the game wasn't.

Supporters screeched ancd
the rain fell in sticky shecls as
sticks swung and e ball few
around the vast expanse of the
pitch Hke a pinball paddied by
Mippers on all sides, 16 took
two moments of pretematural
cilm and class amid the may-
Hioam B0 vl b

Boih emanated from Cork.

(remma O'Connmor had been
a story all week. Roplaced
with a kKnee injury during the
semi-final win over Galway,
shie had beon deemed a cortain
nan-starter, Manager Paudie
Murray was telling RTE as
mueh just ten minates before
throw-in.

FConnor playesl and what
i part. A defensive rock along-
side Ashling Thompson all
day, the classy St Finharr's de-
fender launched a monster
equenliser from all of 65 yards
ot just as the clock dipped
into the red,

The drama was anly stari-
ing.

Where the officials got six
minuies extrn was something
of a mystery but it ook overy
oie of tham amnd a few seconds
more [or the thing to be
settied. Julia White would do
the honours with whit was ef-
fectively har first play,

A former capiain who has
endured two years of injury
torment, White was on only
mere =2econds when she
wannd her way through a
thicket of bodies to pop over
what would be the winning
sopre and one that would give
Zork o record 27 All-Treland
wenbor title.

If the game iiself was mostly
i ithen this was sweed.

Kilkenny had stalle) Cork's
Juree-in-n-row bid the year be-
are with a four-palnt win in
the declder and the Leinster
ilde were everyone's favour-
ites to make it hack-to-back
wins ageinst a opponent that
hedd Al bost a leagie final to
thea earlier this year.

Instend, it was Fena Buck-
ley and not Anna Farrall
climbing up the Hogan Stand
steps to claim the O'Duafly
Cup, In doing so0, she became
e first playor to captain her

native county to All-Teeland
senbor glory in both codes.

Oh. and it was her 1&h All-
Ireinmd medal botween the ca-
mogie anct foatball, ton. A good
day"s work, that.

Some storylines for the
ages, then. The game Hzall —
infury-time aside — will lkely
lie untroubled in the vaulis
after the manner in which
both sides cancelled them-
selves owt with the use of extra
Bodies at the back.

[t wasn't unexpected. Cork
manager Murray had given
notice of a low-scoring affair
after the respective semi-fin-
il bt the resulling game was
=1ill a disappointment, es.
pecially given the helghtening
tensions surrounding these
i camps in necent times.

Cork poalkeeper Aoife Mur-
ray played down any burgeon-

GAMEZone

Cork v Kilkenny

14 Wy
INBaitiey #LTreacy B Coppinger
MuMNsh  TNSFarrell 150 Meerisey
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4 5 Waly 0 Do I L Faby

| arvanagh |
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ing rivaley with Ellkenny at
the start of the summer, com-
paring it onfavourably o the
duels enjoved between hoer
county and Tipperary back in
thie carly noughties, but this
may change that landscape
pokng forward.

Tweniv-three of the players
who staried the 2016 ider
took the parade again here
yvestorday, Among them were
Hannah Loeoney and Collette
Darmer wh indulged in some
‘pushy-shovey' while shaking
hands 12 months ago.

The rituals were uneventiiol
here. A sign of things to come.

In [airness, Cork were all
brisiness from the off. Up by
Toaet peiniie fo one alter 13 min-
utes, they had taken the game
to Kilkenny, thelr delve and
determination borne of a be-
lief that they had been too
standoffish a vear ago.

O'Conner and Thompson
were superh inand around the
hakl-back line, Chioe Sigerson
an able leutenant alongside,
And Oria Cronin was diluting
the influence of Kllkenny's
pivot Arnne Dalton af the oilser
ond while picking off the odd
poink, too,

Sho would end the game
with thires, all from plagy.

Hy half-time though, Cork
had only the five pants to Kil-
kenny s two. Bath teams were
prioritising solldity at the
back over the business of
scores at the far end bt Kil-
kenny inevitably fashioned a
mre secure grip in the game
after the interval.

The Farrell sisters, Anna
and Meighan, provided the
foundation In midfield and

Ann Downey’s side broke firee
of the game’s strictures long
enough to ciaim five of the
first six poinds afler the nter-
wal, They even took the lead
for the first thme by the 38th
rndnarbe.

Tt wasn't typleal of what had
come before. Or what would
follow. Meither side had man-
aged a score from the 14th
minute fo thedtdh and the rate
of scoring constriched again as
the cost of a single error
goared. Nobody so much as
sniffed at a gpoal all afternoon.

They would draw level four
times before O"Connor and
Whibe prochiced the sparks of
magic that a drab game and
afternoon had been crying cut

for. Cork won't care about -

that. Kilkenny neither. Finaks
are about winning. Finding &

wWay.
This isn't the first time Cork
managed that,

1

Scorers tor M Fouroll and Ji
Wakone [both 025 0 - dreea). K
Povesr, 5 Faneell and W Wtk (sl (-1

COMRK: A Wormsy, A L Treay', L
W.Pm;ﬁ&w.ca

Gubea: L Homen lor Lsdrdary [529; J Whnita
ter Sapneson 467).

KILKEENNY: E ¥ranagh: O Foley, A Da-
Sony 3 Walsh; & Dungirg, C Doomar, O
Tobér M Famell, A Fasiol) J& Madons [
Gaula, K Powar, D Morssiy, 5 Faimil,
B 'Alakin

Suba: M Crslny for Modrgey (HT); J
Rty Far akina. [55

Rederea: O Eliod (Antren)

Dramatic ending as heroic
White just beats the clock

Cork's Hannah Looney is challenged by Kilkenny's Colette Dormer as

she attempts to get a shot away in yesterday's All-Ireland senior
camagie champlenship final in Croke Park.

Picture: nphoGary Carr

pr
kanding that crucial injuny-tima
pain,

What a day — again —for Rana
Buckdeny. An 188h All-lneland
migdal acoss thir fwo codes
and the firs! persan, mala or fe-
miala, 1o capiaan thbir county o
Alllestand seniee fithes in both

:

GOOD DAY

Rain peiting down, the aubum-
nal ol satthing in and yat tha
raay still attracted
hiq;mwﬂm-d’r:un HE. If's the
[ CAMOGIa's
bannor day since 2008 and the

5

CAN'T IGNORE

tic adverisement 1or 1he gamea
though. Two defensialy-
minded iaams chndallad each
cthar out on & day wiven the
wiing ﬁ rain made play that bt
more défficult again, The ending
will hanve halpad.

| SIDELINE SMARTS |

Delandars T, more thong,
Both sides shuffiad their packs
away from what was onea the
oo o G el and i
mada for & confesing takbeau
and ona that didn' offer much
in tha way of attractive phay

Orla Cronin claimed three
poirts from play while diluting
the influenca of Kilkenmy's key
player, Anne Cralton, but tha
claims of Ashiing Thomgson,
colosse around the middia
third and at centre-back. an
REst &5 Shrong,

MAN IN THE MIDDLE

This was Chwan EBcitt's 1i

tma officiating the w;wm
All-lrlandg final and the Antrim
”ﬁ“gﬂgjm dﬂ: Hard 1o
I, FTURTY e

lack of tham, that iusmed ﬁm
game’s fide:

Brendan O'Brien
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Julia

Wihile Keag he

AlL-Drelariel sar
af Crigko Park

Rebel supersub hits
injury-time winner to
break Kilkenny hearts
in thrilling finale

F
the et B the winni 14 pains
for Carl durbng yesler day™

OF carmigee final

& &N

AlHreland Intermediate Camogie Final

Dolan earns Meath areplay

Jang Dalan hit an injury-time
equaliser o give Meath a de-
servied second bite of the cher-
ry against Cork in the Liberty
Insurance All-Ireland Interme-
diate final at Croke Park yester-

¥,

While Cork were ahead for
maost af the game, Meath had
shown a lot of doggedness to
keep in touch and come back
from four points down on two
OCCASONS.

The RBebels went (-6 1o (-2
im fromt, with Keeva McCarthy,
Rachel (¥Shea, Caroline Sug-
fue and Limcda Collins on the
mark.

Meath responded with four
points on the trot however, in-
cluding three frees from Jane
Dolanio draw level,

Response

MeCarthy responded with a
paint belore Katelyn Hickey
goaled just before the break

and itwas 1-7 1o 0-6,

The Rovals were level with-
in two minutes of the Festan
though, Amy Gallney pointing
from the throw-in and Kristinag
Troy profiting from good work

01}, Rer K Hickory (10K

3, e freesl M Mol

by Anife Minogue to blast the
levelling goal.

Cork drove on once more
with points. from play-
er-af-the-match Finola Neville
and O'5hea but the wasted
some good chances to go fur-
theraheash

Dolan made it & one-peint
game elght minutes from time
:uniil'bchl.-ﬁ.l her peree pdmira-
bly to restore parity in the G3rd
minute of the thrlling encoun-
ter 1o ensure a replay on Octo-
Iver Isi.
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Westmeath
Dublin
Westmeath made the most of
thelr opportunities to cloim a
first Liberty Insurance All-Tre-
laned Préemier Junior Camopgie -
tle at Croke Park yesterday,
Dublin started well with pwa
Anife Bugler points but sonme-
Trow Toundd themselves trailing
af the end of the opening gquar-
ter despite dominating.
Westmeath were dominant
from then to the mterval Bowes-
or, Denise MeGrath's brilliant
;l.,nal giving thém the upper
anil.

Dinah Lougzhlin added three
points, including one from play

| as Westmeath recorded 148

AlHreland Premier Junior Camogic Final

Westmeath take their chances

withiout reply to lead by 1-8 1o
0-2 an kalf-time.

Drublin began the second half
even better than the first, witha
goal afier 37 secomnds (rom Rdi-

[rish Indcpt:ndent

Muorrdayy 11-20ptombar 201 T wwwiindependant.lo/sport

N _

=in Raker.

Unlike the epening period,
they maintained their domi-
nance but crucially found it
more difficult than their oppo-
nents had during their period of
ascendancy 1 regislier seores.

Bugler hit three points but it
just  wasn't sufficient  and
though it took Westmeath 24
minutes 1o shoot their first
score, courtesy of Pamela Gre-
ville, they had done enogh (o
tnke the spails.

WESTMEATH: F ratin 5 I..].Em::mmmnmr-FFermevﬂ J
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AllHreland Senior Camogie Final

Buckley secures an 18th All-freland

" N

sen[m' rnedal aﬁer tltanrc tussle

Cork come from point down ininjury-time

to snatch win with two late scores

e e cilly, Gemina O'Con fr

Lﬂﬂ" LY o R ﬂ-]ﬂ' &iﬂdﬂgﬂ“;;:huen:l-rzutr‘ﬁfmm-

: WIS OT 50,

Kilkenny 09 “what's more. the st Fin-
barr’s legend sent over a tower-
ing equaliser as the game

DARAGH O CONCHUIR mived into injury time.

i Croke Park That looked like being thesio-
iy of a game bt White had the

Julia White pur vwo years of in- - final say tomove Cark one clear

jury torment behind heryester-  of Dublin to thetop of the roll of

day toosnatch a dramatic win-
ner as Cork put the disappoint-
ment of lnsg il.lt.\rs Liberty In-
surance  All-freland  senior
mnmc final defeat 1o Kilken-
nd after & titanic tussle
l.'u:cd with talking points,
Alver weeks af speculation
and despite being ruled oue offi-

hanowr with 27 tiches.

Frustrating

“It's am unmﬂnbln fecling™
said White. “I've hm Inm:n'g
ing yearin terms ol juries an
w0 on, 50 1 was delighted to hove
the option of getting cnand get-
ting a podnt, | know it was only

©one point and there were loads

maore, bt it's definitely a great
feeling after being oat for the
last two years,”

Whine was elfusive in her
praise of O°Connor's contriby-
tion, giving a little insight into
how tmportant ic was for the
Leesiders thas the 33-year-old
was able to fine out, “Oh my
Giodd, the pednt shee gor was unbe-
lievable. You coubd never wite
Ter ofl, She was probably inago-
ny for the whole manch bot she
was unbelievable, a5 usual, and
it was worth i1, definlely, wak-
ing the risk on her.”

Rena Buckley moved clear of
Bricge Corkery in the individs-
al stakes, claiming her 1Bth
All-Ireland senior medal.

Itwas all about the team for
the Inakscarra woman, whocon-
centrated on comogie ths year,

“Ie's grean, ins absolutely fan-
tastic™ said Buckley, talking
about the victary rather than
any personal  achicvement,

“We eame up bere last year, we
hadh RS, W were
going bor thiree-ine-a-row and we

were kind of tanght a lesson by
Kilkenny really.

“They played with huge ag-
gresafon and they really knew
how 1o seore and how 16 break

s dowr,
“We had 1o work hard,
5°year

wit went back early t
‘ Oh my God,

the point
she got was
unbelievable.
You could never
write her

and we played Kilkenny in the
league final and feltwe had a lot
af work put in but that day they
Beat v o weell

Hugehelp
“So we reakly put our shoubider

to the wheel, we came up
against o very strong Galway
team 10 the semi-final, which
was a huge help Dthink.

“And thankfully roday the
fruits of our work were shown

an the field.”

Cork were well on top in the
first half, Amy O'Connor and
Oirla Cronkn showing extremely
well, while Ashling Thompszon
thundered into the physical ex-
chanpes with customary relish,

EKilkenny could get no
change from a magnificent
Cork rearguard and must have
been detighted going injat the
break trailing by just (-5 to -2,
Amy OXConnoar (1wo) 10p-scor-
ing ampd Julie Ann Malone re-
sponsible for Kitkenny's only
SoOrE

A response was: inevitable
from the Neresiders and it
came in the third quaner as the
gameopened up. Withan 10 men-
utes of the restary they had
moved nhead, Meighan Farrell
slotting two points, her sister

White seals dramatic victory as
Cork turn tables on Kilkenny

m Cork's Ashling Thompson
blocks the shot from
final at Croke Park.
EOTOGAAPH: DS HEMRYINFHD

Shelly another and Katie Power

:i:'l;i Denise Ga.ul: :Im ﬁmhn_g

Crucially, .Orla  Comer
stemmed 1 E ude from an im-
;J-nrlnul free and it was a fieree-
¥ fought tight encounter once

maore from there tothe end.

Cronin and  Malone ex-
changed points before Miriam
Walsh registered a brilliznt
seare five minutes from time,

T Bopdoed ik dr makght e their
day but O'Connor and then
White had the final say. ©
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Cork captain Rera

L%

ity

senbor camogie team will arrive

heme to the city tonight, with

large crowds expeeied at the
CHISCHm

Cork hlnn:;-ﬂlkew by a single

polnt to claim the O Cupin
Croke Park > subeti-
tite Julia e earing the win-

. i
Buckley lifts the 0'Duffy cup at Croke Park yesterday.
THE All-Ireland winning Cork

B Grainne McGuinness

ning point six minutes into Injury
time. In leading the Rebels to vie-
tory, Hema Buckley became the
first
to’ All-Ireland success in boi

codes. It was an incredible 181h
All-Treland medal for the Inniscar.

tocaptain thedr count

Hy

mogie All-Irelamd win,

She and the feam can expect &
rousing welcome when they arrive
by train to Hent Station af 7.30pm,
before making thelr way to the
South Mall for a reception outside

The Imperial Hotel

B 5a¢ Page 3 and Supplement.

Ficture: Inpho/James Crombes
ra woman, her séventh senior ca-

CORK and Rena Buckley made history at
Croke Park yesterday after a nail-biting
finale against Kilkenny,

The Rebels dug out a 0-10 fo 09 victory thanks
to late poinis from Gomma O'Connar and
stiper-sul Julla White at the end of a ferockoas
battle agminst their greak rivals to dethrone the
Cats. In doing 20 Cork moved one clear of
Dublin on the enmaogie roll of hononr with 97
All-Trelands, while eaptain Buckley picked up
her 16th medal.

The dual legend now has one mare senior
title than Briege Corkery, who didn't play this
seazon, and bechme the first player to captain
her county to glory in both :

In upsetting the odds, Cork won the O'Daffy
Cup for the third time in foore vesrs, with man-
ager Paudle Murray getting his tactics spot on,
helped by the availability of wirrior Gemma
O'Connor in the hali-back line, despite her
mudial knee liganment injury.

Number 11 Oria Cronin, from Enniskeane,
was the RTE Player of the Mateh after hitting
three poinis from play, but keeper Aokfe Mur-
ray, corner-back Laura Treacy, midfeld dus
Ashling Thompson and Eimear O'Sullivan and
wing-forward Amy O0'Connor all shone xs well

It was Buckley’s soventh All-Ireland camogie
triumph vesterday, to go with her 11 in foothall,

Magic moments
for the Rebels

ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONS DUE A REBEL ROAR

u Eamonn Murphy

while Murray and Gemma O'Connor have wos
elght camogie finals apiece.

"I've bewn ferce lucky,” sald Basckley in play
tng down her ineredibie nchievements. =1 ok
tained the ladies foothall because Donough
EreaTe wion a county amid [ was nominated for th
county because Inniscarra won the CalINA ]
last year,

“I'm lucky in where I'm from and it's been ¢
greaf peciod of GAA for the women. You have tr
geta bitof Tuck on your side.”

Far from being a lucky general, Buckley was
as solid as ever at full-back and her unassuming
leadership and dedieation should be an inspira
tion fo everyone on Leeside. The 30vear-ole
actually played on the kst Cork camegiv tear
to kand a minor All-Treland, back In 2003, and
she has now lost Just four of the 22 geniar All-
Irland finals she's played in.

Buckley leads Cork back to Leeside tonigh
for & homecoming outsbde the Imperial Hotel on
the South Mall, with team due in to Keni
Statbon at 7.30pm.

B Se¢ ingide for an eight-page special.

The Cork team celebrate with the 0*Duffy Cup after yesterday's Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senior

captain who has endured two years of injury terment, was on the pitch enly seconds when she strisck the

captain Rena Buckley secured a record 18th All-Ireland medal, SEE: Monday Sport

Brandan O 'Brien
CrokmPack

Cork and Meath will have to
o it all ower after & conirover-

sial end te the Liberty Insur-
ance All-Treland Intormediate
camogie final in Croke Park
yesterday.

Deep In Injury-time,
Meath's Megan Thynne was
winding up to shoot a winmer
whan referee Liz Dempsoy
Iilew the final whisthe.

The decision sparked anger
on &ocial media with book-
making firm Paddy Power
tweeting that they would pay
ot an @ Meath win,

1t would have been rough
Justice on Corlk whao led for the
majority of proceedings and
wasled a couple of gilt-edged
opportunities with somoe

dreadiul wides in the final
quarter in partlealar,

Rachel ('Shea opened the
scoring for Cork and by the
10th minute, her colleagues on
the inside line, Caroline
Sugrae and Linda Collins
had also gotien off the
mark.

Heeva MeCarthy shot a
brace, the second a really wall-
crafted score after work
by Sugrie and Colling as Cork
went (-8 to 0:-2 ahead but
Meath responded with four in
a pow, Jane Dolan converting
thres frees aumd Sindad Hackett
also on target,

McCarthy was on target

ance more for Cork however
before Hatelyn Hickey
finished brillianty to ithe
corner of the Meath net o
miake it 1-7 to 0-6 at the chanpe
of ends

The second hall eked the
Muddity of the first, althowgh {t
hatd o rip-roaring start, with
Amy Gaffney pointing
directly from the throw-in,
and then Kristina Troy blast-
ing a goal just over o minuie
later.

That score was all about
Apife Minogue however, as
the young Dunderry forward
drew the covar with & power-
ful run through the middie

Camogie Final victory over Kilkenny at Croke Park, Julia White, a former Cork
score that would give Cork a record 27th All-Ireland senlor title, while

Ficture: Matt Browne/Sportshile

Cork saved as contentious late call denies Meath

and fimed her pass to perfoc
tion. Troy made no mistake
despite Amy Lee, who had a
fine game, closing in,

Player of the match Finola
Mavile and O'Shea moved
Corlk ahoad quickly bt the
Lepsiders failed to score in the
last 26 minutes, including
three of injury time

- Dillon halved the gapin the
SEnd minute but it wasn't
until the second minute of
injury time that she was able
Lo

hit the equaliser, just nftor
Hickey had been sent off for o
gepoiyil yallow card offonce.

Boorers Tor Goak; W O Shea (00, 5

MoCarihy [21) D3 pach; K Hickiy 10 F
Moreio, L Coling, C Sugnes -1 sach



Gemma 0'Connor of Cork grabs the ball ahead of Denise Gaule
of Kilkenmy during the Liberty Insurance Al-Ireland Senior
Camogie Camogie finalat Croke Park in Dublin.

Pt Plaras O Midheath/Sportshile
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te hero Julia White holds the cup aloft afterwards, Picture: [NPHO Lames Cromiie  Cori’s Niamh McCarthy gets away from Catherine Feley of Kilkenny. Picture: INPROVEnyan Keane

White strikes down
the Black and Amber

PLAYED two, won one and drew one ane
the stats from Cork’s day out at Croker

yesterday.

The intermediate side had a close tussle with
Meath all through thelr encounter and will be
glad to get the chance to do it all again.

They were superb in the first half, but will
know thelr second-half display wasn't up to the
high standards they expect from themsalves,

In that half, they only scored two points, with
Meath scoring 1-3 to see itend 1-9 each, with the
replay set for October 1.

O the plus skde for the senlor shde was tha
fact that unlike last year, they weren't going
outt after a Cork team had been beaten.

For & long tioe it looked e it was going to
bix ihe same for the senlors before Julia White
popped up with the winning score, in the 66th
minute, and the rest, as they say, is history.

Afterwards, Julia sabd she didn’t remember
miuech about it enly that it went over the bar.

T don't remember muoch, (o be honest, [ re-
membor siriking the ball and it going over the
har. I eouldn't remember whho p;L‘.!E'd it to me

nid Katring Mackoy reminded me afterwards
that it was her. Bt T don't eemember that all 1
can remember is seeing the black and: yellow

|
| 4

Cori's goalkeeper Roife Murray dears the slistar despite Miriam Walsh of Kilkenny.

coming towards me and [ declded to hit it and
thankfully it went over.

“Hut 11"z a1l abont he rest of the team and the
way they played, | was only on for a few min-
utes, Gemma got an unbalievable point to
equenlise,

“If the game kad ended there it would be her
that everybody wonkd be talking about. But it's
not just about one player. we are a panel and
there were some great scores before that for
others as well so everybody should be remem-
bered for thelr contribotion, not just today bt
‘t}iugjtg_thmugh the championship,” concluded

S0 the OFDuffy Cupwill be making its way to
Leeside tonight, with the team expected outsida
the Imperial Hotel aronnd 7.30pm.

An appeal has gone out fo ask fans fo turn
out to welcome the team home, it's the least
they deserve,

ry
3

Picture: INPHOY James Cromibie

ey W

Orla Cotter and Meighan Farrell of Kilkenny in action yesterday,

Picture: INPHO/Eryan Keane



Murray
and White
reflect on
victory

REACTIONS
B Mary Newman

ALMOST as conl as she looks
between the posts, Cork's
long-serving goalkeeper Aoific
Murray confidently spoke
after Cork's wlctory and gave
hor insight into the lead-up to
this recopd-Braaking win

“We were way fitter this
yvear and it stood to ns. Last
yvear's defeat hurt, a8 we knew
we hadn®t played well or dape
ourselves justice,” Murray
said, “We went oal bsilay very
determined to ghve It our all
and if we lost well that was
that at least we would have
piven everything we had.”

hMurray had huge praise for
long-serving Gemma O°Con-
nor, who played despiie s serf-
ous Injury which leoked that
woitlel rmule her out of the final.

“Gemma s unbqee. She 15 o
super athlete. Sho has great
heart and determinstion and
to look out the DNeld ancd ses
e bavttLinge for every ball was
inspiratbonal. She irained on
Thursday night and got

ithrough it well and we Knew
she would play a part today.
1T b hiopest, wio didin 't Kisow if
it would be ten mrinuies of the
full hour, but we Knew she
would give i everyihing.
jThat’s Gemms, she is an inspi-
rational player for us all,

=l was rooming with her
and | was saying "a sure,
vou're grand, vour Knee is
Time, once the match starts
w1l b gramd.” | even got my
owm knee bandaped up as well
just to be bandage buddies.™

Heralne of the hour Julin
White, who grabbed the win-
ning point, was thrilled 1o
have played her part.

“1 haadin 't & clie how mch
time was left, but | just went
i b heopeed to maybe got ane
chance and thank God [ did
and that it went over,” White
sabd, "1 picked up & riptured
Achilles tepdon injury in 2005
and ivve been injured since, [
chme back playlng carly this
yvear and picked up a siress
fraciure in my food. It's been
s0 hard. It happened in April
and I enly got back in Augmest
bt 1 just hung in there and |
suppose Kept the faith, The
managemoent were brilliant
and Kepl creoubLeng nie.

“I think overall I have
plaved just one honr's camo-
he im two years. | played in my
club’s champlionship game
sl came on for a ghord (ime
i the seml final apainst Gals
way. Even though | was ondy
on a short time that day 1
found the poing hard but pat
my head down and worked at
it. I'mi dlelighed tohave plkayed
a skl part today — I think it
wis the only time 1 tonched
the Badl.™

j Having worked for two
veprs in Loreto Kilkenny as m
JPE teacher, one of her formar
puplls, Miriam Techan. was
on the Kilkenny panel. White
hias since returned to work in
jhize-abil sclool, Christ King in
Turner's Cross: 5 1'm dolighted
fo be-binck in Cork amil hope.
fally, movw T willl pushy on and
remnin injury free. Today 15 A
st in the Fight divection.”

There was no

Camogie

GEMMA O'CONNOR. Cork's vi
own Wonder Woman. Warri

Leader. Legend.

She didn’t nesd yesterday's heroic
fort at Croke Park to confirm her sta
g% one of the proeatest Rebels of all-ti
N male or female, Inoeither code. The

M Finbarr's native has long deliversc
enough big games to merit a slot
TiG4's Laochrn Cael show,

In years to come, however, her sc
ing point, to save Cork, will b= rem
bered as one of her finest momer
When Cork were behind in injury t
the lconie number-six launched &1
jestic shot that recled Kilkenny in,
fore super-sub, Julin White, snatel
vietory at thi death.

What was more Impressive was 0
O Connor was liningout at ail. The
were few players az motvated all s
som, after her red card & vear eardier, §
frusirating loss to Kilkenny, but a ki
infury in the semi-final, against Galw
left her hopes of appearing in the fi
hanging by a thread. :

Mot anly did she make it for throw
dispite not eing named when the 1i
ups were announced, but she hurled
relentlessiy as ever. Orla Cronin i
Amy O'Connor shared 0-5 from pls
Laura Treacy was a colossus in the [
back line, Aoife Murmy was as assin
as ever in goal, and Eimear O Sullic
Fﬁr}ﬂhmtlng‘mmpmn dynamic in m

feld,

Bait ¥ Connor's repding of the hres
and her power were crithcal in upsedis
the odds, “1 can't really explain h
apecial this ts," she said afterwarnds
the unnel, as “We Are The Chamjio:
boomed out Instily in the winndng dee
ing room. “1 was devastated coming i
it. It was a freak accident in the sex
final, but only for the physis, Co
Lane, | probably souldn't bupla:.'irf.
* “In the first-half, it was kKinda i

cult, but, sometimes, you can forg
o aebout the injurbes and just go for it )
ot voung, 'm 33 years of ape. and %
don’t get 100 many opportunities, but
1=tL°_- fve minutes or S minutes, so
it

Despite the injury, manager, Paus
Murray, tasked her with shutting o
Kilkenny ace, Denlise Gaule, whom &
held scoreless from play,

And it wasn't just a8 case of popping
in the right place at the right time
that point. Cork anticipated a low-sc
ing foust, in which scores from distar
could be devisive. "We were hoping n
self or Ash or Orla Cotter might ge
chance, i we recyeled possezsi
around midficld. Thank God [ did
put that ball over the bar,

“I've learned to trust my horling o
experionce. We worked hard all ve
thi if the forwards get the ball, but c
penetrate the defence, which o
happen against Kilkenny, to recycla,
cvcie, recyele. And Julla, then... whe
VAl o win i

IF O Conmor and Julia White were
key figures In the breathless fins
Cork™s energised oponing 10 minutes
“ll-":«'_ went three points ahead — 3
MADIC Intensity were just i influens
! We've always been nice hurbers an
o dunn, mavbe w bit too naive and

honest... with the kind of physicality s
et from Wexdord and Kilﬂum:y. Thay:
outmuscled us, We weren't golng to
| bullied or shoved off balls. It conle b
pome either way, We were TEitient ans
el off,

“Thers was 4 lot of negative press

1

Pictue: Fraras O Midheach/Sportsfile

Chive Sigerson holds up Kilkenny's Miriam Walsh,
Picture: INPHODEsin Keniny
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Eimear 0'5ullivan and coach, Kevin Murray, bask in the glery.
Picture: INPHO/Qsin Kenlry



opping Gemma
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backroom staff, Martin 0'Brien and Liam O°Reilly, are overjoyed.

warnds us this year. We knew what we were cipabibe of,
It wasn't great, but mentally we werne tougher, [t came
down to a psychological battle. Paticnce s avirtue.”

Two letters scribbled on her arm summed her own
approach: CA - controlled apgression.

“That means controlled aggression, be an the ball,
and Bave that bit of control [ was devastated, after ged-
ting sent aff last year. It was & message (o) "Keep
composed’. 1 always wear my beart on my sleeve and
ey aned go out and ghve it my all. By no means am 1 a
dirty player, bat [sometimes feel I'm a bit targeted and
that "ve o hold back or ' get pulled for firees.

“I remember, agatnst Wexford at Palre Ul Rinn, ear-
Her this year, and T got hit off the ball nurerous times,
amd; sometimes, players are targeted, but [didn’t react.
You can have that ageression 10 get on the hall and to
hit it with eonviction, bot don't glve away silly frees or
gef drawm ong™

Captain, Bena Buckley, was the pecond-breaker, with
her 18th senfor All-Ireland victory, but (°'Connor and
Aoifie Murray were winners for the eighth time inoaca-
mogle final, Some going, oo, and the sweetest in her

L5, !

“Coming Into thizs; I'd won seven and lost five and

ol ean concentrate on the negatives, the games you
%ﬂ: Last year, wonever got going, wo failed to get inta
the game and, physically and mentally, we weren
regdy. This time, we were. In the secone-half, Kitkenny
gof on fop. [E conld have been a draw, buft this is the
svrepiest one alriehi

Picture: INPHO Disin Keniry

THE SAINTS: Amy 0'Connar celebrates with Lauren Homan
(both are from St ¥incent's dub).  Picture: INPHOVGary Carr

Katrina Mackey, Laura Treacy, and Pamela Mackey are on
a high, Pictute; INPHO James Cromble

How they
rated...

Anife Marray: Acife's pul
dowm in the first hall when the
ball was hewllng over tho bar
hir ick out the wing with the
sun inm her eyes, her varier
pueck onts, distribution, an
composure was brilliant. 8.

Pamola Mackey: Did ;
very good job on Kilkenmny's
m niluential forward
Katie Power. 8

Bena Buckley: Made some
crucial interceptions whe
Kilkenny were piling the
pressureon. &

Laura Treac rered
lot of ground, w i |
the tackle. broke out of melees
with the ball, cut off Kilken
ny's rnning forwanrds. 8

Eimear O0°'Sullivan: Wha
an engine and what pace
Covered miles. %

Gemma 0'Connor: Wor
the Nirst 50760 balls on Denis
Cantile, Gaule weni roamin
after that. Her levelling poin
was masterful, 8

Chloe Sigerson; [Md he
Job in o quiet and efficion
manner. Julle Ann Malone

rI'l.: ol the mateh 12 maaith
aubatineted. &
Copplnger: What
namce, Mamed at mild
field but operating In defenc
she won the race for every bal
with Shelley Farrell. Was
hugely influential in keeping
Kilkenny oul of the dange
arva, Brilliant intercoptions

Ashling Thompson; /

clioseE runne Plaver of thi

ance. 10

Amy 0'Connor: Scored
two excellent points whic
settbed Cork. Found the goi
tougher in the second hal
when play became bunches
bk was always a threat, &

Orln Cronin: My Player o
the Match, Lad the way o
the start. Sublime points, fre
to the hall, exceellent MNes
toasch, winning frecs, off-load
Ing wsll. Minkmmised the threa
of a player whe has lnunche
Kilkenny to many victories
Ann Dalion. 10

Orla Cotter: Thiz may kv
been one of her gquistest days
in terms of being on the kall
But she worked exin
hard off it. Never sto
roaming. Sot up the move for
Julin Whites winning paint.

Hannah looney: Found
the going te
Walsh bt th

r and has groat
Substituted for Laure
Homamn, F

Minmh McCarihy: Didn®
get too much ball during the
hour, Worked hard as alwiy's
against a strong Kilkenny ful
back line, 7

Katrina Mackey: Grea
opening 15 minutes whe
space was at a preminm
Scored a point and hit the
crosshar with another. Pla
bunched in the second half
taet caused protlems when |
possession. B

Lanren Homan: Replaced
Hannah Looney on 51 min
koS, Wasn'ton long encugh
got intoon fusd-paced game 7

Julin White: Only on the
piteh five minutes but hos
can you nat give ascone of
after a poind like that fo wl
the fame for Cork six minuies
inmto injury ime. 8

— Linda Melleric




The Rebels get their

Tears after
a final that
had it all

A% a player, I've never cried in victory.

I've cricd many timos in defeat. But when
the final whisthe blew vesterday, 1 admit 1o
shedding a tear,

What a heart-stopping final, Tt may not have
beon @ classic, but for sheer endeavour by both
teams, it was everything a final should be.,

Before | go inio my analysis of the game, |
witnt io start with Gemma O'Connor,

Twelve months ago,. she was sent off in
Croke Park for a seoond yellow oflfence,

Three weeks ago, she (ool a nasty knock 1o
her knee.

It wasn't mind games. Gemma genuinely
was up against the cloeck, but as a friend of
mibne sabd afier the semi-final; if it iakes & typi-
cal player six weeks to recover from that in-
Jury, il take Gemma three.

She lined ont yestorday, and what an fnpact
she had on the game.

Her point to level it on 60 minutes, well....
only Gemma could have done that,

Such composure, such confidence under
such pressune

Cork hadn't seored in 18 minutes. Fow
people gave Cork a chanes vesterday, Someoms
montioned in an interview during the wook
thit thew il “stimbled into the final”.

Well, we stumbbed wp the stoeps too i 5.15pm.

This win was =0 crwcial.

Cork have won threee of the last four finals

Bat it wasn't about that. Had Kilkenny won
back-to-back titles, I believe we would have
found if very hard to knock them ofT thelr
1o,

Pawdie Murray has taken a lot of stick dur-
ing his aix voars n charge.

He has been immense, Thiree tithes in six sea-
nﬁ‘m; what manager wouldn't be happy with
hat?

Cork wont player-for-playver from the throw:
in. They got their mark-ups right, with Gemma
peking wp Denise Gaule, Pam Mackey mar-
shalling Katie Power, Renn Buckley on Mirtam
Walsh, Libly Coppinger marking Shelley Far-
rell, Laura Treacy on Danielle Morrisey, and
Chlon Sigersen taking Julke Ann Malone,

Cork started well. They were composed In
working the ball out of defeice and then gave
oo, fast deliveries inside.

We hadl Kilkenny raftled bat we still only
went in at the break three polnts o the goosd,
and that was & coneern.

Emer O5ullivan; having got the nod to star
during the week, was covering massive ground
in the middke of the Mebd amd giving good dis-
iribuition.

Orla Cronin was just outstanding. She be-
camea lesbor vesterday.

Libby Coppinger — how many times did she
win the race for the 50750 ball; how many tines
did sho jpet the hurley in for that crucial towech?
Jnr[;ﬂm Treacy had her best gume in the Cork

Ashling Thompson wore her hoart on her
sbepve again, A double block down on 12 min-
utes, a hook she had no right to get in on 28;
tha} 5 why Cork are All Ireland champlons
again.

Our half forwards wersa winning the battls,
Orla Cronin, Amy O'Connor, and Katrina
Mackey, playving deep, wore running Kilkenny
ane we had space,

At othor end, Kilkenny wore trying to drag
Cork out and they weren't budging, hence Kil-
kenny's one point from play in thie opening 30
mikmies,

Despite their dominance, Cork struck jusi
fivie paknds,; four from play. But eredit Kilken-

Ashling Thempson celebrates with Laura Treacy
after the game. Picture: INPHOVGary Caer

Match analysis

Mellerick

ny's defepce for thal, where Grace Walsh in
particular was excellent,

Acife Murray intellipently saried hor puck
ouls, poing short and long.

H:] nny coubidin't read what she woild do
next.

A hugely important aspect of Cork's openin
Healf dominance was how Orla Crenin nuJ]iﬂ.eE
what is I::lérlml-l:.' a dominant Anne Dalfon at
cenire back.

While Dalton had & better second half, Oda
Nnished the game with three points, won ftees,
&a\*i]: greal passes, and without doubt won that

il

Cork didn't score from the 16th minute o
half time, and while Jolie A Malone hit just
one for Kilkenny, the champlons did seem to be
settiing and they finished tho half strongly.

Half time didnt o Cork any favours.

Thoy were on the back foot for the opendng 10
miimites of the second hall as Meighan Farrell
(2. who had a very good hour, Eatie Power,
Eh::]]u:-' Farrell. and Denise Gaule rattled off
panis.

Orla Cronin hit a beanty in return bat Kil-
Eenny took the lead for the first dme in the
game o 38 minutes,

They had changed tactics, now pushing for
ward, and with their pace, Cork were under
pressureg,

But Laura Treacy and Libby Coppinger were
just brilliant during thaf pressure period.

Ashling Thompson drifted back and won
huge ball, including an important free. Gemma
was so composed with her deliverios. :

Wa became siatic up front, often bunching
an the 40, and that plaved into Kilkenny's
lenunds,

Drla Cromin again .*.Te?pn.-rl up to sottle Cork
with another sublime palnt.

Katle Powar levelled ft for the Cats and in o
fow-scoring game, whon Mirlam Walsh put
them ane in front with six minutes remaining,
it was simply nerve-wracking,

But what heart from Cork.

Gemma's absolute beauty levelled the game
o the stroke of ful] tinme

aix minutes additional time,

Kllkenny womn a 2o fres on G4,

It was a let-off for Cork as Denise Gaule
struck wide,

We were heading for a draw,

But Cork could smell that victory was thore,

Iﬂ“ Way were they going fo seitle for that,
let's finizh the job.

Orla Cotter to Katrina Mackey to Julia
White 1o hit a paint that will be relived for doc-
ks by the people of Cork,

stages.

Orla Crondn in action in Croke Park.
Picture: INPHO/Bryan Kezane

Julia White scores the winning point late in injury time after coming off the bench in the dusi

Pictuee: INFHO lames Crombe

Katrina Mackey and Martin O'Brien celebrate.

Picture: INPHO/Gary Car

PLAYER of the game:

Take your plek from a
number of plavers on the
Cork slide. Eaura Treacy was
putstanding in defence a%
wiz Orla Cronin up front,
Bt for her overall perform-
ance and worksrate Azhling
Thompsan the .

Soore of the game:

It comes down 10 two
really, elther Gemma

Story of the

O'Connar’s for the isur
or Julla White's for the
winner.For'the fact that
Gemma Enew what was at
stake if she missed her pffort
from long distamer to Hie
the gome has to be the FII:‘E
of them.

Turning point:

With nothing between tha
sides for most of the secand-
half it wos always golng o

ame -

be clogi right 1o the end and
the game Hierally only
mﬁ:.‘hﬂ Rebels favour
when ite slotted over g
there was no time for a
for Kilkeriny,
i]l wqdlt'rtcﬂh:

o Crwen Ellion

from Amtrim E l-_:d b

L



Cork 0-10
Kilkenny 0-9
IT WAS a hearts in the mouth fin-

ish as Julia White wrote herself
into the history books as Cork
defeated Kilkenny in the All-
Ireland senior camogie final at

Croke Park yesterday.

The Douglas player was hardly on the
pitch when, with her first touch, she
zplit the posts to secure the win for
Caork when the game looked ke golng
toa replay.

That fallowed a 5u.bIJ.r|1u-:jp-u-1::l firom
Gamma O'Connor: to equalise for the
Roebels and it looked like they were
going to join the intermediate side and
speing it end level.

That came in the 80th minnte, Hut
when it was announced that there
were going to be al least six minutes of
injuryv-time you knew the drama
wAsn't over yeb.

Both sides had opportunittes to win
it, but credit to both defences they
stood strong and it took & moment
from White to see the O'Duffy Cup
head back to Leeside and gain a bit of
revienge for their Ioss 1o the Cats in last
yiear's final

Cork started much the betier of the
two sides and they deservedly were in
ront after thres minutes when Amy
J'Connor scored aftor some goad

The Cork team celebrate with the 0'Duffy Cup at Croke Park.

batild-up play. They added a second
whin Oria Cottéer scored from a free
and O'Connor was on target again,
after seven minutes as the Cats didn't
know what hit them i1 the carly
stages

It tsok them 12 minutes to get thair
first score whaon Denise Ganle pointed
H‘u!m a frec, but Cork responded fn
siyle

Orla Cronin made o great ran to
point affer 13 minutes and it was third
time lucky for Katrina Mackey, as he
pointed with her third attempt, the
first two poing narrowly wide.

Kilkenny's first score from play {in-
ally eame 0 the 20th minute when
Julie Ann Malone was on tanget, buat
Cork were still dominating the ex-
chanpes.

‘They were unlieky not to go further
ahead when Mackey's shot came back
rld;ntgt::e post and Kilkenny cleared the

e
Despite being the better side, Cork
weren'f creating any real clear-cut
chances and a brilliant run by Eimear
O'Sullivan came to nothing, as again

some last ditch defending from the
Cats lept the Rebals ot

Both sides failed to create any other
real chanoes with Kilkenny dropplng a
few balls in on ‘“S.“f Cork keaper,
Aoife Murray, which she dealt with at
her case,

Al the other ond, Cork never [aaked
Hke scoring a goal In this half, as the
last gcore camie with Kilkenny's paint
fromm play in the 20th minute, to see the
Rebels §ead 0-5 to 0-2 at half-time,

Though the scoring was low it was
still a highly entertaining half, with
the physicality of the two sides show-
ing neither was giving this one up
weasily.

Az Cork got off to a preat start in the
first-half them the same coild be said
Tor Kilkenny in the secomnd and in ihe
first three minutes they scored the
anﬁﬂ- as thoy did in the entive first-

salf

Meighan Farrell got thelr first, with
Hatie Power also scoring, with Cronin
on target for Cork, top make 1805 to 0-
;. trI!-l thres minutes into the seconl-

alf,

Kilkenny had their best spell of the
game, with paints from Shelly Farrell
and Meighan Farrell putting them
back on level terms. Thaey took the lead
for the fiest time, after 3% minutes,
when Ganle scored from a froe,

But Cork responded in style, with
Cotter scaring a long-distance free and
Cronin on target again to put tho Re-
bels back in front.

Picture: Matt Browne/Sportshile

However, at this stage it was almost
becoming score for score, with
Maighan Farrell putting the sides evel
apain, after 44 minwtes,

The next score didnt come until the
55th minute, with a combination of
brilliant defending amd, af times, pobr
finishing eontributing to the lack of

SCONES.

A great ball from Anné Dalton sef up
Miriam Walsh to point and it looked
like being the winning score.

But then up ste O'Connor in the
{inal minute and scored what must bo
congidered one of her best potnts for
Cark to bevel it

It Toodked Hke boing a draw but three
minutes indo fjury-time Kilkenny lsad
o chance to go in front firom a firee, bui
Gaule mizsed and three minwtes Inter
White slotted home and soon after the
celebrations egan.

Scovars for Cork: O Crosdn 03, A O'Connoe O
Caotior (20 0-2 pach, K Mackey & CrConnoe J Whilh
-1 mach,

Ellkenny: O Gaula (29, J A Malers, M Eamell 02
emch, K Power. 5 Farel, M ‘Walsh 0:1 pach.

COE: & Mumay: P M a1 , L Trogsy: I
Cffugdivan, GO/ Connee, © mrﬁ’-ﬂ
A DGannor, O Cronin, O Comar; H Lo
ﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂm.ﬁhhl:w
Subac L Homan for H Looney, J Wil lor C Sigo-
Ben
KILKENMY: E Knvanagh; C Faley, B Tobain, G
Wialshy, C Dormar, & Dafion, & Donphy; M Farest, &
Faregdl; JoA Malone, K Powoe. O Gawse; § Faimal, M
Wialih, O Worissgy
E-:Idﬂmfﬁﬂ“:lﬁ!-m.dwrafdlul-

Three reasons why Cork are All-Ireland champions

or sometimes the villain, In thiz instance, she was
defindtely the hero of the hour. Whilst ghe didn’t
really have a direct shot to save on goal §f was her
ability to deal with the high ball dropping in' that

1: HEART:

Right from the st minute Cork [et it be Known =
that they weren't gaing to bo beaten casily. They
were in the feces of the Kilkenny players and made
it difficult for them to gt By clean ball

They showeld they had learmed from last year's
loss and the determination not to come away

emply-handed again was plain to see.

22 ADIFE MURRAY:

T a lot of games, the goalkeeper can be the hero

was masterful from her,

She stopped one shot from going over the bar and
an-another instance raced off her line towards the
sideline get to the ball before Shelly Farrell, who
Inokod cortain bo score had she gained possession,

Some of her puck-onts were also pin-point acca-

thirm.

rate and on more than one oecasion defenders
played the ball back to ler 2o she eonld launch the
sliothar up the field. No doubt for those in front of
Anife it was great to turn around and see her conl
and calming presance itween the posts behind

Cork couldn't have asked for a better start and 1o
keep Kilkenny to just ome point from play for the
{irst-half =ays 1§ all

3: GREAT START:

—

- I
Cork manager, Paudie Murray,

Murray:
We had to

work hard
for our win

REACTION
© Rory Neonan

FOR Cork manager, Paudie
Murray, It was a mixed day
visterday.

He came away from Corker
wisdefeated In two games, bt
with only one troply,

Hiz intermediate skde drew
with Meath in thelr final and
Wil have fo do it all again an
Uctober 1, but the s=enjors dra-
matically came out on top
against Kilkenny,

Alfterwards, he reflecled on
the game and was naiurally
delighied to b senior Adl-lre-
Innd champhbons agakn

“I"m detighted to whn it and,
this vear, we had to work very;
hardd for this title, right from
the group stages to the semi-
Tiral amadl gait there today,

"It waz a hupe boost to s, |
when we found oat, on Thiirs-
day. that Gemma was going fo
b abbe to siart and i gave a
hage 1if% to all the players,
wihen they saw her arrive inta
iralning

"“We staried the game well,
bt T felt we coald have bsan
further ahead at hallf-time.
Biut | know that il wasn't easy
b soore ool teers, as the wind
was swirling and it was mak-
img it difficolt for plavers on
baih sides.

*1 wag dizappoinied with
e way wao sot up al the start
of the second-hall and ou
mibdiiell and hail-foraard line
refrealed hack towards oor
own goal a bt too much and
we were irying to get them to
push forward, as [ thought we
had the legs on them.

*They got & good start to the
second-half, but we spoke
aboaat that, as we Enew they
woukbd have their purple patch
and it was all about hanging in
thare and 1 thought we stayed
composed fhe whole ime.

“With the game so tight, no
better woman than Gomma
LConnor to step up amnd get o
seore [Rke that and, if you
asked her, I would have no
diowbt she would say it is the
hest, and pyosd Imporiant, o
she has goi for Cork.

“Wheen the bonrd was put up
then, for six minutes of injury-
time, | sabd [ oonkd be thankful
to him for that and it turned
ot | was,

=1t was groat to ser Juling
sooring. as shi hag hnd o lof of
sathircks in the last few yn.'l.fs'
anel, b fiemeess to her, ghe hag
trafned & lot o the last six
wisskes o e ready for {oda

“It was & great scope and I'm
just over the moon that it saw
s comdr aut on top," sakd I-':qlu-I



didnthelp,

N replay

A DRAW was probably the right result in the
All-Ireland intermedinie final.

Meither side got inte any great rhythm, as
the fussy Pefereeing of Rilkenny's L4z Dempasy
engured it was a stop-start hour, interrupted
by soft frees.

There was more *chops” than in a Earate
competition. While technically the ref was
doing her job to the detter of the law, allewing it
to flow would hiave benefited both teams

Cork goalecorer Katelyn Hickey was sent of
late on for a second vellow for charging.

It was an extremely harsh eall, Meath were
thon in pessession in the G3rd minute and seek-
ing a dramatic winnor when Demsay blow uj
Bedore & shol coqild be lden.

AL lesast the replay an Cetoler 1 will alfer the
players another ehanee to show what they're
capable of.

Bo doubt many of the Bebels and Rovals will
be looking to up the gears the next day out,

Captain Niamh i Chacimh, who mn!l]E'
came imlo-the game after half-time, summed it
e well after.

*Whatever happens in a game vou always
feel there are things vou cin do betior,

“That's delinitely how vou feel afier a draw.

“There was nothing between us in the
lengue, they won by a point, and the same
foudny

“W ko W'l hinve to Improve,™

Simply put there was no one fook a grip of
this arm-wrestle when it was thera to be won.

Certainly nod on an ndividual basis where
evien though Finola Meville was the official
Plaver of the Mateh, there wias no obvilous
MYPF.

And collectively both teams played in
bursiz, reflected by the low scoring - -9 apicce
—and the fact the bigpest lead was four points.

Meath could have broken through for an-
other goal kn the second half to po with Kristl-
na Troy's effort after the break and lobbed a
fowy damperons balls indo (e sgunne,

Jennifer Barry pulled off & timely Miek to
deny Menth on the 20-metre e ot ok Stage.

The azsnred BEeeping of Amy Lodé beiwepn
tha posts wis cruckal In ensuring the Leinster
abde A"t paiae a socond preen flag.

Indeed the Na Flarsaigh netminder was a
candidate for the Player of the Match.

Cork were in the driving seat coming ap to
halftinwe, with Hickey finkshing ealmly to the
net affer o sizzling ron by the impressive Ba-
chel OS5,

Waville, Jepnifer Barry and Leah Weste, fol-
lowing Jano Dolan oot from the inslde line to
midfield, had o ﬂ]'|]l in the centre and Meagh
ware penned back in thelr own half,

Hadl Cork nabbed the first seoro on the rost-
art they would probably have been crowned
champions, but instesd Moath returned toe (he

Cork's Keeva McCarthy of Cork takes a free during

the Intermediate Camogie Final.
Picture: Piaras  Midheach/Sportsfile

Eamonn
Murphy

fray with a defiant hawl of 1-1 ingde v min-
ukes: 1-7 apieca.

Credit to the Bebals and their management
team, with Sein Cremin and Wesley O'Brien
the mast prominent on the lne yesterday as
balnisteoir Paudie Morray was doubde-jobbing
with the senfors, they regained the momen-
.

Meville landed the score of the game and,
after a urnover by O Chasimhb, & epe-two on
the sideline saw Heeva McCarthy set up
1'Shea for a point to make it 1-8 to 1-7.

Meaih were held scoreless for over 20 min-
utes until free-taker Jane Dolan split the posts
buk Cork missed some very scoreable point-
chances across that period, from play and
Placel balls,

'J"hL"};' nevier ged a retonrn fiom the dangerons
Linda Collinz at 14.

The wide count was elght 1o fve In the end,
and in such & tight tussle, that was a signifi-
cant factor in Cork's failure to seal the deal

The closing stages were lively, with Hickey
dismizeed, Meath levelllng through a free,
their slxth, and then pushing hard to snateh
the trophy. Given the clreumstances, Cork
seomed as relleved as they wepe anm fatthe
draw. In the eves of midiielder Heville, it was
“isappointing tolet i1 slip. By tlse 2ame token
she apcepded there wasn't much between them.

“Meath are a tough, physical side. It was a
great result inoa way to hold on and got the
deaw. IF could hivve gono either way in the end.

“We've a 1ot af rosm for improvement. Abso-
Tuteky. We didn’t take all our chances but wa
warked Eﬂ‘.‘ilt}' hard. We'll g0 agnin.”

You'd certainly love to sve them pull it off
next month, glven the caniroversy at the siard
of the 20016 campaign when nine players were
decmed ineligible to play at the intermediate
grade by the camogle assoclation.

Of the nine playors — Sarnh Fahy, Niambh i
Chaoimh, Amy Leg, Katelyn Hickey, Leah
Weste, Sarmh Buckley, Finola Neville, Eanren
Callanan, and Rebecea Walsh — seven started
yeterday with another coming on

When a second beam takes on & frst team,
s prewty rave they 1l get any breaks from the
refere, There was a'bil af that hore

And their opponents will oflen rip into them
becanuse they re seen as a major scalp. That
wion't sndisfy thom though. Which is why you'd
bick them o drive on for the replay,

Draw will feel like a

Meath's Kristina Troy dlashes with Amy Lee of Cork as she scores a goal in their Liberty Insurance All-Ire
Picture: INPHO Gary Car

land Intermediate Camogie Champlorship final in Croke Park, Dublin,

Cork's Katelyn Hickey closes down Cheyenne

Cork's Finol :
O'Brien of Meath, Picture: INPHOVBryan Kzane s Finola Neville breaks from Megan Thynne o

Meath, Picture: INPHO/Bryan Kean:

Story of the Game ]

Score Of the Game: Cork's
Kaitlin Hickey's gooal & min-
itz into injury time was a
gom, great work by Lindi
Colins, who et her marker
For desad aifter a pood Ball in
from Rachel (O Shea.
Playver OF Mateh: Cork’s

MMlhI;E Smt;:l;l Hackeis
wins another who improssed_
whilst Jane Dolan’s acou-
racy froin frees was note-
wirthy.

Turnlng Point: Coark
misEed 8 free 18 minuies into
ihe second half to go three

Entertainment v .
Becainse of the h-ipcree':lf:ﬁ: i
ure t:maiiuwﬂwgmullnw:ns
?ﬁnﬁ the stop start mure-

I ZAmG Wi
Ehm.n ﬁl:grmihm. i
v s the end, it '
oxclting and &L as ﬂi?]: |

Finola Neville was the polnts clear this gave Meath - o y

chpice of the judges and no. - breather and gave thom g ;,;ﬂiﬁf%g Iﬁ’ﬂ?ﬂi on nnd
one could argue with the e line which allowed them  squaliser byt i an
v, back fnfo the g, beft frustrated e
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obhan Fay frem Liberty insurance presents Cork's Finola Neville with the Flayer-of-the-Match award after the draw with Meath in the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Intermediate Ca-
ogie Champhonship final in Croke Park, Dublin,

1-2
1-8

ark

=y

eath

DRK will possibly see this as a
rance lost after Jane Dolan's late
ee gave her side a second
ance in the Liberty Insurance In-
rmediate final in Croke Park

rsterday.

Cork's failure to score from the
wventh minute of the second hall
lowed Meath off the hook added to
is eight score able chances going
ide at crucial siages in the second
I saw Cork Fose thedr grip after they
Tt in four potnis ahesd at the inter-

A lot of question marks also hang
er refonet Liz Del s decision to
vard a free against Cork’s Kaitlin
ickey and issue her with a second yel-
w eard followed by a red two minubes
to added time as the Cork forward
Iill"idgpnﬁﬁﬂuh and went to go goal
Dempsey deamed her to have
|.ﬁ.1~1;\~;-:|];I with her shoulder and o the
nazement of everybody deem it 4 vel-
w card, earlier in the game Hickey

| CAMOGIE

® Mary Newman

had received a yellow and the issuing
of the red brought hoge shoats of dis-
approval Trom the stancs

The game was spodled by the con-
stant stoppage in play, with the 35 frees
in total ruining it as contest as two
avenly mitches teams struggled (o get
any kil of premeniom gelng.

Rachel (°Shea had Cork on the scors
boarsd pointing an early free to which
Aodfie Minogos reptied and it was soorg
for score as the sides settled into the
BAmME,

Both opted to play & sweepor sysbim
in front of their respective full back
lines and it led to & lotof defensive play
at both ends added to this the congtant
stoppages for nesdless tips and taps
:mp.ﬁ the Now and encrigy of the game
totally.

Hn:h'.::".'a McCarthy edged Cork in front
at the end of the opening guarter point-
ing a free and with Rachel (Shea and
Keeva MeCarthy adding to the score
line with points from play Cork went
three clear. :

Miath kept the pressune onand win-
ning frecs Jane Dolan cut the deficit

showing great accuracy and with six
minuies te the break Sinexd Hackett
had thae shles level ag Meath continued
i pressurise the Cork defence.

Heeva MceCarthy u:-drEHI Cork back in
front with a pointed free and with in-
jury time looming Cork grabbed the

mes opening goal when Linda Cal-

inz best her marker won possession
and off leaded to the in running Kaitlin
Hickey, who made no mistake to give
Cork a four poing interval cishion, 1=7
o 6.

Inzide a minute of the restart Meath
were back on level as they hit Cork
with huge intensity, Aoife Minogue
painted and from the puck ount Meath
came agiin bul it toak a mistake in the
Cork defenoe for Kristina Troy to win
possession after Jennifer Barry looked
to have the ball under contrel and lost
it to Troy who gave Amy Lee no chance
from close range.

With the sides on level terms it was
backs to the wall for bath difences but
Cork edged back in front polnts from
Finola Mewille and Bachel O'Shea bt
they were not (o score agaln for the re-
mainder of the halfl as they kit wide
after wide seven In wofal from frees as
play.

Ta thelr eredit the Cork defence had
to absorbs huge pressure as Meath

PicturelMFHO Bryan Keana

came af them and it was twenty-two
miinutes since Meath had scored before
Jane Dolan narrowed the gap pointing
a free, sifll Cork hung on to thoir
slender point lead and twice they hit
wides before Dompsey’s decision fo
dismizs Kaitlin Hickey a% the Cork for-
ward wont in search of the insurance
score for her slde,

Meath swept down the fleld and
again the Cork defence stood firm bod
numerieal advantage proved vital as
they drew a late free which Dolan

abotted kit over (o give her sides a second |

bite of the cherry. .

Cork know they will need to improve
for the replay which was announced
for October 1.

Scorers for Corks AOF Shod -3 [0- 180K Me Canfry

D-3§0:2T8) K Hickey1 40, L ol , F Hesiia, L Cob-

g 0-1 azh

Meath: J Boben 0-5(1). K Troy 1-0. & Minogua 0-3 (3

if), & Hachon 0-2.

COMK: & Lew: L Wosie, 5 Hasringbon, N M

Chaomhic): A Kiteen. § Duckely, L Calanan: F He

wille, J Baery; K Hickuy, K Mo _carfy, M Mo _Carthy

L5 E-I‘-erf Colima, G Sufjrua

Bulo: M Buckioy for M lic Carihy (4], § Fabhy for B

0¥ Shaa | 6.

MEATH:E Margan; E Cofoy, © | E Burke;

?“ﬂﬂﬂ: A hlmn.:l.“t ﬂ-:;u;"mm g Brimn, H.j
ne; A Gatiney, ¥ Troy, & Mirogus; © Cuinn,

[ﬂm. 5 Hickaptt

Subi: & Sosery for © Quen (432),
Fefaree: Liz Damgraiy (K]

Three reasons why Cork drew Intermediate Al-reland final

sswe A card.

3 Nelther stde took thekr chances

Bath sleles falled to score for long perlosds of the
second half, Cork weni from ihe seventh minute to
thie full tHme whistle without registering & score.

Meath went 22 minnies without a seore, but with-
ot doti it was Cork whio had & lot mors opportan-

1: Failure To Take Chances:

The fallure of Cork to close it out as they led by
two polnts with seven minutes remaindng. Time out
of time they attacked, but they failed to maks head-

way against a solid Meath defence.

Failure to convert three close in frees proved
costly, while Meath had only one free wide as Jane
Diolan wits again hugely accurate from frees.

2: The referee;

Lis Dempsey disrupted the game as & contesk,

%5 frees in total stopped the game Oowing. She pek-
ed up on every litthe fick or tip and failed to allow

thie gami: devel

ap.
The decizion to dismiss Eaftlin Hickey for a sec-
ond yellow card was one of the worst decisions |
have seen at o camogle game, _ :
Yos ahe may have gone forwand with a bit of in-
pensity, but it was an All-Ireland final with minutes
remaining, there was absolutely no Peason tocall a
free, vet Dempsey saw fit 1o do o and amazingly  place

Itfies.

:-i||:|||1|.~3.' shooting in front of goal from frees and
balls proved costly.

Cork’s Niamh Ni Chagimh, referee
Liz Dempsey and Claire Coffey of

Both sides
think they
could have
won final

REACTION
i Mary Mewman

AS WITH all drawn games
both camps felt they had
chatices to win amd lost i bt
both captaing were happy fo
get another day oul.

Cork capiain Miamh Ni
Chaoimh was relicved and dis-
appaintoed at the result b
never the less gathered her
emotions to look back on it as
A combest

*1 suppose we have to be a
bit disappointed that we didn'
biuaidd on our foar podnd inter-
vl alvantage,” M1 Chaolimhb
winiel

“We toak the lead at a greatl
time in the game just befors
half time the goal was & huge
bepat just before hall time but
they never panicked and they
had it back to fevel so [ast.”

The Cork caplain knows her
side has o lof of work to do for
the replay which will be on
Ociober ist.

“I thought it would be next
weekend 50 I'm relleved to
hear we have a bit of time we
know we will have to ap our
game il we are to wind

“hoath are a good side they
proved it today they dug deep
and got themsolves adraw.

“I’s alvays becn close be-
ot s just a polnt separ-
ated us in the round rebin

stages of the championshipe
when the beat us.

“Wo were Incky to get away
{ with a draw today hut we will
f T grotip and dig deep and glve
it evervihing we have,”

Meath captain Clire Colffey
was like Miamh relieved andd
disappointed alse with the
EtCarT,

=1 was delighted 1o hear the
full-{ime whistbe and rolioved |
sippose are the immediale
reactions, but when we look
pack 1 suppose a draw is a falr
result and a accurate reflec
tion of a game neiiher side
dominated

“Cork had a four point hall
time lead bat we got back on
level guickly and that was @
kg boast.

“Like Cork we will heac
back and look at it and e
where we might {ind some
where (o galn the upper hand
we tive to fight another day.”

Player of the match Finol
Moville acknowlediesd that he
side could as easily have los
out in the enc. )

“ye almost left it behin
but thank god we lived to figh
another day.

“Thoey got haock into th
game and we had o soak u
huge pressure, but we wil
codne back again and gofor §
| one hundred per cenf™

=




Liberty Insurance

All-Ireland Senior
Championship

Top Scorers

1 I8

et | c \\ Chloe Morey (Clare) 0-371(37)

==

|. o —

Orla Cotter (Cork) 1-28 (31)

Today we celabrate the 25th anversary of Cark’s back-to

———

374,000 Tune-in for thrillin Liberty
Insurance All-Ireland Championship Fin

H-,- Camogis Fress
Pioudiped | WEERI0IT

74,000 vheanrs. Sured Fes BT 7 for s wear's Libery rurance All-relend Sonfor Charmplonatip Fimsl

(s Pk, Sarlng Sostarriser 107 wiich oulrrinated i Cork claiming the 0 Duffy © M'F*‘m”m
there oy Ry e Rl ol Mewsor, Thve, was B nerraess of &6 000 o 1 peai of T8 000 viesery, wha R
T ot 2005 Pl

An pverage o TT5.B00 viewess funed inrg thi L coversge of both the interrrsdane and Serior Finals
rigrERetng & 3O, thare of the mariot anincreess of G500 and &% on £he WG Firals.

A Bt £t of 34T peogie decencied on Crpie Park foe e Ginals and semressaed theee Briing
s with Wiestrmpeth taking the Fremier lanior Bonours, whilst Cock and Mawth will require a replisy 1o
hoiie the irmerediate DS,

This, e Bt the Pourth higheest amendanos 107 @ statdelores Carmogie A0 irsand Fnal wince T ared thae
g srmendkee gnie 2006 for @ stand-alons Camcgin Piral when 110, GBS epeciirors waiched Cork
complate @ fwo-ine-row agared Topensry

Celebrating Cork’s triumphant
tW0-in-a-row jul:nlee Team!

The plivers and management 1garm irom those teams wene

L kg gy Lolgmp | e

b 1oy A Fepiand Cavmapr Chu pevi logh)

Uachtardn an Cumann
Camdgalochta 19851988

bry By Moran

Mary Lynch, the anly Monaghan lady 1o hoid the posibon
o President of the Camogpe Associstion, passed away last
April. Mary brought a wealth of experience to the job, A
[eernes All-drekind winning player with Dulblin, imtercounty
referee, county team coach, coumty and provinoi?
Cathagirleach, she was famifiar with and well-practiced in
all aspects of the organisatson

A Mary Kelly, she leamed the basics of the game at 5t
Lowis, Camickmacross and made the Monaghan county
side whilis siill a schoolgi. She accepied an apposnbment
i ihe Land Commissaon i Dablin and ||:||||EI'.‘| the Celtic
Camogie Club, The Dublin selectars called on Mary to fil
a midfield rode on the Dublin team that won the All-Ineland
Sermior Championship in 1944,

On the oecasion of her marriage to Wille Lynch, Mary
seturned to Carickmacross, She passed on het kave of
Gaelic Games to her three sons, Brendan, Bill and Tony,
who hurled for Monaghan and her daughter, Masion, whe
played in the Ashbaume Cup with LCC

o B il Ligshzpndn ma bl wedvm Dv Pl )

Wary made 3 detesmaned effort 1o revive the game in
Caisnty Monaghan and place it on a sound footing. She
[ad the rale of county chairperson and guided the resival
She progressed ta the Lilster Council where she held each
offices pagatian & twurn

It is, perhaps, 35 a referen that Mary wis best known
Shie travelled the country officiating at all bevels anc
competitiong

As Pregident she jounmeyed to the four corners of the
country bo pramate C.Jrnnt':m In additian to the rarmal
heavy schedule, she supervised the initial Coischim,
Wedical/Coaching Seminar and Youth Corvention. Al the
direction of Congress, she appointed a commission i
gxamine all aspects of the Asseciation, She lenl suppart
and encouragement Lo the members in their efforts 1o
plan the development of the oeganisation. The work of the
commission led 1o many new initistives being introdwced.

Mary perved as Trustee of the Camogie Association

fram 1554 b0 2004. When she stepped back from the
national Camogie scene, she devoted her time to local
social services, Care of the Aged, and youth crganisations
where her kind, sincere and friendly character was widefy
weloomed,

A Minuire na nlaed gul wirthi,

back All-ireland Senior Champlonship titles in 1952 and 1593 Berda Kenmy Liz P
. Pawle Gaggin Rose Desmoand

The players and Backiooem team from these teams join Therese O'Callaghan Clare MiCarthy
us todey Tor 3 lumch 1o celebrate their achésvement and Lix Teander Mags Firm
an epportunity to reminisce and share stories from this Linde Mellerck Lynm Dunlea
biaayant time foe Coek Camagie Sandie Filzgibbon Kaibleen Costine [RIP)

Diale Cronim
Managed by the late joe McGrath, the vgga Fing! saw Cork lrene Fecfe Manaper joe McCrah (RIF
gwercome Wesford in the Final by 1-xoto 28 toend agyear  Lin O'Nell Selectors: Minam Muirphy
wail for the county to daim the O'Dulfy Cup. They returned  Coletie O'Mofsey rebe Higgiers), bane backey
in 1993 to swccessTully defend their cromn and i 'was Figna O Driscall & Manan Sweeney
Gabway that were put to the Sword i 2 35 fo 3-8 vickary Ireme CFLeary

Cork All-Ireland Servior Chormpions 1992

Back Rowe Left 10 Bright

Therese O'Callaghon, Liz Towder, Kathlepn Cogting (RIF], Poalo Goggen, Lir O'Neill, Linda Mellerick, Colebie O Mahony
Frord Reoe Lefi re Rgia

Irem O'Leary, Bemae Cromin, Frong &°Drscoll, Sandie Fitzpibbon (Coptadn), Breda Keney




Lork's Rena Buckley eyes the trophy.

Ficture: INPHOVGary Carr

Buckley's brilliant
achievement shows
she really is speaa]

THERE'S only one person
with whom we cin start this
weak’s colummn,

. Winning an All-Treland tithe
i5 & creditabie achicvement, as
it shows voul ane pirct of a team
which has proven itself to bo
better than all of its pears.

It's something which can
never be taken away from that
person ancd it becomes a cen-
tral ientifier,

That's if vou win onie

To cltim more than one
marks vou out as a cot above
iherest, showlng theability to
come back and prove voursell
all oyer again,

ot too many people have
done-it, and maturally the
number decresses ag vou go
further up the acale,

We're honestly not sure
how hest o describe some-
bndiy who has won 18 All-Ipe-
land senior medals, as Rena
Buckley now has after Cork’s
All-Ireland camogie final win
over Kilkenny last Sunday,

In doing 50, the Inniscarra
camogie and Donoughmore
ladies' foptball player became
the first person to have cap-
tained senbor All-Ineland-win-
ning teams in both codes.

Thar consistent exeellencs 15
probably something that we
take for granted and it prob-
ably won't be until Rena has
retived that her carser will be
properly apprecintisd.

This year, she had to make i
decision to focus on just one
code and opted for camoghe
over football, with the captain-
gy one of the deciding factors
in that.

Hunning a physistherapy
business in Macroom and
undertaking a Master's de-
gree in the discipline too
meant that something fad to
give

As she said before the All-
Ircland though, 1t wasn't as il
she had a Ioad of free time all
of & sudden.

“In ome-sense, (s nice that
vou're at all the sessions,
wou're in with -I'."'.-'I'.'I'}'ﬂiil!lg.
youre ot fiving off and wor-
ried abonut matehes clashing
or anyihing like that but ob-
viously, I miss the football

g
ga‘l"l would say, though, even if
ron are only plaving one,
ey re atill doing an amount of
raining, soit's nof like I'm sit-
Lmﬂ al home in the evening

wa and saying, 'I%d
lmre o out playing foot-

-Cnrh' # win was a great re-
nse o belng dethroned by
| Emml VAT,

u Denis 'l-Imll:|.|I

O'Connor was sent off late on
and this time around it
seemed that she would miss
ot die to an injory sustainod
in the semi-final win over
Galway,

She was pagsed it though
and tasked with marking Kil-
kenny star Denfse Gatle,

Om topoof that, she also -
ed the monster seare o fe the
game befors Julia White —
whose absénce last vear de-
nied Cork a key presence —
gok the winner.

It was just revard for Cork
and manager Paudie Murray
— like Buckley, a business-
awnar yet still capable of de-
voting time fo this endeavour,
and doing so successfully — as
they got back to thetop of the
e,

And of course it shouldn't
be forgotten that player of the
game Orla Cronin may be
from Ballineen, but she hails
from good Kilbrittain stock,

Mext wetk, barring a draw,
will see another All-Ireland
title hamded outas Dublin take
on Mayo to determine the
winners of the male senlor
foathall championsh l]f_

Obviausly, Dublin have
taken the game to a new bevel
and have been very impres-
give in winning the Sam
Maguire Cup for the last two
years but surely there is
nobody who would begrudge
Mavo ﬂnall{ ending the
tong wait that goes back to
1231,

Given how they have reach-
ed the final, drawing threa
games — Derry, Cork and
Kerry — and beating the King-
dom for the first time since
1996 in the champlonship,
it would be the culmination of
a sweat journey, especially
given how they were
written off on more than one
gecasion,

Mext Monday, there will be
& iraln departing Connolly at
1 05p0m.

Currently, there are four
seals on that train bogskKed
under the names of Mayo
greats ke Willie Joe Padden
and Ciariin MeDonald, just as
they have beaen for the Mon-
day after all of Mayae's recent
final appearances, by four
Maye fans exiled in the capi-
tal,

The four seats have yol to bo
filled, bt perhaps they will be
next Monday and T can elabor

S et | N W L T 1t
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Cork’s Eimear 0'Sullivan celebrates winning with her nieces and nephews on Sunday.,

SOME All-Ireland victories are warth
more than others.

Thore's no shortage of medals in the Cork
camoegie comp, Gemma O"Connor and
Ankbe Murray lending the wiy with eight
sEnbor wins aplece since thelr first in 2002

Rena Buckley 1= only ene behind that
dli, with 11 on the foodball front for that
record-breaking hanl of 18,

Eimear O°Sullivan has a gcnj.‘le:-
tion herself Sunday was her fifth time
climbing the steps of the Hogan Stand,
Make no mistake though this was the best
of the lot conriesy of Gemma O°Connor
and Julia White's late points.

“The manner we won it made it the
sweetest, The character we showed in the
[ast five minutes, with Gemmi's poind and
then Julla®s to win it was unbelisgvable,

“The way the game was golng the mo-
mentam was with Kilkenny and in other
vears we may have thrown in the towel,
Julia had some guts to put that ball over
tha baur.” !

Connor's participaticn had been in
doubt, while White had endured a torrid
run of inuries Across IwWo SEsons.

“1 kriow what it's like to ot be starting
andd dalng yolr own thing. I'd the eruclate
a few years ago, The team almost forget
about you ina way and they have to get on
wrlth b s vou've to be disciplined yourss!f
1o b able to got back.

= Talin was so determined. The work she
iel om her owmn, [ saw it, I'm delighted for
her.”

' Sullivan, one of eight kids, was sur-
rounded by family and well-wishers last
night at the Imperial. Her older sister
Linda played for Cork too, while her
Brothers are involved with Ballinhrssig™s
prember Intermediate hurlers whoe meet
Kanturk in a semi-final on Satorday, The

attar tha Hacela s coimsbnnre P caaormsicrla

Picture: fim Coughlas

The sweetest
of them all

Lord Mayor Clir Tomy Fitzgerald and Cork (amogie captain Rena Buckley lead the crowd in sing.

ing The Banks’ on the Seuth Mall last night.

eam take on Valley Rovers.

“The reception is great and having all
vour family areund yow Coming in here
ks the first tme vou see tlvem properly and
that's always special. ™

Sunday night at the Crowne Plaza was
magical too, the pain of defeat fo Kithenny
12 months earlier when three in 2 row was
on the line erased, It was 0°Sullivan’s
third Hme getting the better of the Cats in
September, though ghe conceded the
game hingsd on a few small moements,

“There's nothing betweon us, similar
atyles, but I think we jot our tactics right,
The counteracted us in the second half,
keeping thetr midfielders wide to open up
the game, but we hiwl 2ot ourselves up in
the st hall,

“Having Ashling Thompsen sedecp in
the second half wasn't peally planned but
again =he was well able to da that rele and
won 5o miuch ball.™

Cork nesded a lot to go right 1o regain
the O'DualTy Cup, especlally as Kilkenny
had beaten tham in this vear's leagus final
ton. Howover, the dynamie midfielder,
whose piercing runs down the llanks were
i major asset on Sunday; sald thedr only
fzias had been on championship.

“Up o the loaguo final our training was
all nbout our ouch, weweren't doing
match specific work and it was only in

B v it oo

Picture: sim Coughlar

“ur training w5 then game-bassd. We
were match-orientated o that we kEnew.
what the pressure was lioe on big days. We
werg being tesied at training.”

Pandle Murray and his backroom hac
the Rebels fine-tuned for the big stage

“This year we were on the track prosei-
son doeing 200s and 4005, which we
wouldn't have done before. Kevin (Mur
ray) leoked after the hurding, but Martis
O'Brien was the physical trainer, with
Lim O'Reilly involved too. They wisre ox-
mrerionced and brought a different il
ement. Liam haz been there and done |
with RHob Helferman.™

Even with Gemima O'Connor avallable
Cork significantly rejigged thedr line-up,
O'Sullivan wearing the five geansaf but
hurling at midfield. She folt the cnergy
and adaptability of the reokies was cru-
cinl o the approach.

“Paudie brought Chloe Sigerson,
Miamh McCarthy and Libhy Coppinger
throaigh the leaguae, and 1hene ans very ex-
perionced senior B players who wore in-
volvidd, so woe used that part of the season
to bring something new.

*Libby Is very similar to Briege She's
strong, athletic with a great work-rate and
sho played midfield all year st went hack
corner-back against Kilkenny, That's
someihing new in camogle, that warsatil-
Fhie ™



Crowds turn out to welcome
victorious camogie team home
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Captain Rena Buckiey walks on stage on the Seuth Mall, Cork, with the 0'Duffy Cup as the Cork Senior Camogie team returns home after winning the Al

1 D i
cal legonad,

ARy landmark waukd do
wirll 10 besar the name of
1 Hsckiey, kodder of 18
sand sendar medalks,
sV for
CATROE N, the minst recent
ocarnizd at the weekond, when
o prained the team to s

LB PR HEL L
Pauslis
Tay sakil

3 him
[ B
aroiincl the
cily fhud
Jack higl the
tunnel and
Chriztv had the bridge,

“s0 iit"s about time ndaw that
something was namedd after

'r'h:"r-'-ilr.vu'll||1:uj:uru1.-1tl [ar
the inparallizled achiboy-

-Alhould-be
who regilary
tnke ploce. Jamie Forde, who
celebraies his 18th bicthdiy
foday, was wmadg the crowd
webcoming home the 27-time
Adl=Iraland winners, o
sucoess that edged them
Just ahead aof Doblin on the
camogie mll af honoor.
dimbe, wheslchalr-boand,

called-af
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Una Deherty, from Dowglas, on the South Madl, for
the homeconing.

Picture: Jim Coisghlan

him the 'l
posel for the

W sk mid
A was. His
ire ' Connedl angd
pghier Shaunn, 14,
on standby (o beok ont
ar the young lad from Fair-
hiill wha conldn't beliove his
pood fortune, Claire had
takon duughter Shiunm fo
Croke Park for the match
nnd she wis ilq,'ll;l.:htulll with
the overpight and the day off
school ps well.

L.

Stephen Hayes from Blarmey, Co Cork welcomes home the heroines

on South Mall,

Chiboe Cremin, seven, from
nid hier felend

% rother Sean, 11,
i s particukarly
enthusiastie about Gemma
O Cannor wls managed 1o

a witil eguallaer, desg
bedang officially poded ot
ﬂ_l' the game with & knoe

contribugion,
manst teldli oy
dedication *T knew Gemma
(¥ Connor conldn't not play,
aven il she was injured”,
Chiloe amd Huhg.-‘:rmﬂl
y 'L

aline to Croke Park ot
the weakend, primarily to
support bocal girl and inter-
maediate leam plivver Rachel
rShen. Kachel will have to
do it all ngali against Miesith

Pictwre Jim Coughlan

in three weeks in the Inter-
mehiare All-Iredand repliny
after the sides doew 1-9 00
Sunday. Overon South Mall,
loedl mayor Tony Fiizge i
was Eelling bt e Erodnng
with Tina as “Simply
Best” boomed Ul to we
the champions who arrived
b open bop bus after a parda
escort from Hent Statkon.
He described the girs
a5 “fantastic ambassadors™
and kept his speech brief,
acknowledging he condd
never compete with Bena®,
Rishop of Cark and Ross,
Joh Buek il 1ai had
challenged the girls o puf in
a superhuman efor: and
thiy hind dedivered. He
couldn'y explain how
Gomma OConnor had
piayed thevigh her infury —
“All of a sudden, she was
passed fit" — but he thought
ftmight be attributed tea
coriain pricst, heneeforth to
== Ko &5 & miracle
worker.
SEE: Tuesday Sport
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IHreland Final against Kilkenny,

Captain Rena Budkley presents the 0'Duffy cup to Jamie Forde fron

Farranres at Kent station.

Cork’s Laura Treacy with sisters

mum Rosarii Griffin as @mogie cham
Children's Hospital, Crumlin, Dublin.

Pécture: Kevin Dal

Miriam and Catherine Griffin and

pians Cork visit O Lady’
M.ﬂ-.lr". =




Champions

SEPT
2017

B Inniscarra celebrate

IT was a night of great cel-
ebration for Inniscarra GAA as
club legend Rena Buckley
brought the O'Duffy Cup back to
Leeside, while their minaor
hurlers captured a county title.

Thoere was also great joy for Glen
Rovers, with their minors landing

Cork senior camogie team captain, Rena Buckley, lifts the 0°Duffy Cup,

at the hamecoming, on the Seuth Mall,

B Heroes’ return for Cork

the Premier 1 hurling trophy, offer-
ing the club faithfol & massive pick-
me-up following their senfors’ defeat
to Ma Piarsaigh over the weekend.
The victorbous Retel camogie team
arrived back to Cork to a great recep-
tion after their stunning one-point
win over Kilkenny on Sunday. After
a stap in Mallow, Paudie Murray’s
sguad were hailed as heroes at a
homecoming on the Sosuth Mall, be-

= Eamonn Murphy

fore adjourning to Inniscarra, home
of Bena Buckley,

After securing her 18th senfor All-
[retand by beating the Cats, Bucklay
was the deservesd cenire of attention

Picture: Jim Ceughlan

fram the Cork fans in The Imperial
Hotel last night. Gemma O"Connor
and Julia White also seaked up the
cheers from the roval camigbe falth-
ful. with the gutsy nature of the vie-
tory a sovree of huge pride for all in-
wolved.

Michael Moynihan

Cork camaoghe ‘keeper Aoife
Murray described Sunday's
one-paint win in the All-Ire-
land sentor final as “the best
g ever — i you could bottle
it we'd be wery rich people™, .
Cork took the Hile with
Julia White point six mintutes
info Enjuey-time, avenging Lust
voar's defeat by the sime op-

s ROT.

“Every kind of hyperbole
you. could think of, you could
nme,” gakd Murray.

“The averriding fecling 1s
one of sheer happiness.Its
fust hard to describe.”

Was £ all the better bacause
af White's late Late winner?

“Immedintely afterwards,
vos, bt we were prohably ina
bit of shock just then, 1 know
thare was going to be a result,
I felt someons was golng to
win it, thai thera'd b another
ppporiunliy,

e L aaw Julia come on |
was pretty confident a bit of
space wonld open up 1se
ugiwr speed, I'm so thrilled for
her, it couldn't have happened
bo & ricer glrl.

sand | wouldn't have
expected anything less. She's
so calm, so relaxed, at times
o'l worry — iz she clied In
pere? — and then one fouch
and she's gone, and you think,
Falr emough’.

o was theilled for her
because of all her work Lo
gome back. An achilles 18 a

tiy harrific injury to come

ek from, anyons who's had
omie will tell vou that, and she
haed mors knocks this year,

=Any kids watching, 1o st
her come on as asub after &
minutes and do that, she's an
shenbie hero for then,”

Anather hern was Gemims
OrConnor, Wha overcame i

Enee ligament imjury
sustained tn the semi-final to

line out.

“She trained on the Thurs-
day and was moving well, 50
we all presumed she'd start,”
sald Murray. “Buat we didn’t
know if it'd be ton minutes or
15 minutes or what.

“Wo all felt that if thire was
one player who deserved the
honour of the march around
Il;il'lli starting the game, it was

ar.”

“Seaing the work she's put
in over tho last three weaks,
ghe's an absolute insplration.

“1 was rooming with herso |
was trying i be super-positive
with her — ‘thera’s nothing
wrong with your knes, [t's
grand”, isd then I satd 'd tape
m¥ Enee as well to be kneg
balekies,

“Gemma’s phenomenal.
And ane of the funniest glels
you'll ever meet.”

Murray sald Cork wanted to
show more passion this year
thin last September: “'We
agresd we needed to show a hit
of pasaion, that last Seplember
we didn't show that passion
which people mightn't like
Cork for sometimes.

“That annoyed us be & cer-
fain extent. [t wasn't losing,
because there's always a
winmner and a loser,

“1 looked at the clock after
Julia scored and thought, God,
when did that happen’, where
did the six minutes go. We
wanted to give it o go and if we
last at least we'd hold our
heads up going back to Cork.

ik half-time we said they'd
have their purple pateh, thelr
tory or 15 minwtes, and that it°d
b all about the composure.
W knew we had the finess,
and when you believe you're
fit, that you have the legs, then
if you go two or three behind

ALL SMILES: Members of the All-Ireland winning Cork senior camogie team with Aaron

Hospital, Crumiin, yesterday,

youl feel §t°1Estil opén up for
YAl

“Then you see the Hkes of
Julia and Lavren coming on . .
e always had the beliel that
wo'd wilk away with our
heatds bkl high.

“Last year .. . when you lose
and you play well, Just look at
the hurling fnal... Waterford
gave cveryihing they could
and that®s what made it a greal
final,
“T ko the (camogie) final
wasn L high-scoring, we know

s

it worildn't be, but our motbo
was (o keep working — vou
mrvnr know whers you might
he ot the ond of it

“We wore fitter, too. Wo
wioren't fit enough last Sep-
fombir and probably overdicl
it irying to cateh upe But this
yigir evirt al half-time woe wero
smiling at anch oiher, enjoy-
ing each pthers” company
more tham wie did Fst year,

“I think when you're under
prossure then being beiter
feammmivbies can help you il

Murray: We wanted to show
more passion this year

]

ot of the fire™
Anal the history womian her-
gelf? Rena Buckley mache it 1§
All-Ireland sanior medals ind
12 now tho only person in GAA
history to captain her own
county fo senfor All-Irelands
I Ewe obies,
“1f you ashod her ahe'd
Eh‘.‘lhﬂ.l‘lh‘ pretend ' not troe.
b= ik B0 wnassming, that
ghe'll probably be ambar-
rassed people will be saying
that abouit i
sPhore wos somoething

———T

Brennan, Dublin, during their visit to Our Lady's Chibdren's

Pictiire: Gary CarIngho

podre around on socinl media
abonl the first woman o cap-
tmin foathall and camogls, bat
ghe was keeping the hodid
dowel

“That"s Rena. She dessn’l
roar and shout, sha's very
calm, bt what she says’she
mens; and that probably hits
people mors than mo roaring
and shouting.

“Shin's completely honest on
and off the piich, what élse
wodd o want from A eap-
tain ™




O'Connor’s steely focus, White's comeback from injury
and Buckley's 18th All-Ireland

Cork aoalkeeper Acife Murray praised her teammates after their big

Y DARAGH O'CONCHUIR | TUESDAY 12 SEP 2007, 814 AM | RHI [P T HE42 IE 3082208

CORK GOALKEEPER AOIFE Murray has hailed the efforts of L‘:urk.’s two
injury-time heroes to even make it onto Croke Park for Sunday’s Liberty

Insurance All-Ireland senior camogie final.

Sl Wi

Match winner Julia White ruptured her Achilles tendon last year and then
broke her foot in April, and had played little camogie at club or county level in

the past two seasons.

“When 1 saw Julia come on 1 was pretty confident a bit of space would open up
because of her speed. I'm so thrilled for her, it couldn’t have happened to a
nicer girl.

“I wouldn't expect anything less from her. Julia is just calm. There’s not ups or
downs with Julia. She’s just really relaxed the whole time. You'd worry at
times, wondering ‘Is she clued in here?’ Then one touch and she’s gone and
you're going ‘Fair enough.’

“I'm delighted for her and it just shows all her hard work because it was a
pretty horrific injury. Anybody that’s had an Achilles will tell you it's very hard
to come back. She’s had another couple of knocks this year. It just goes to show
any kids out there looking at this, the fact that she was a sub, to come on and

do that in the 66'" minute, she’s an absolute hero.”

Murray was the epitome of perpetual motion between the posts, a jack-in-the-
box constantly pumping her fists, leaping in the air and issuing rallying cries to
those in front of her. Being goalie can be tough, with few chances to crash into
opposition bodies to release the tension and pent-up fury, but Cork had
resolved to not just mean business, but to display that in their body language at
every opportunity.

“You use as much energy as everyone else, but we agreed we needed to show a
bit of passion, that last September we didn’t show that passion. That annoyed

Tel: 021 4272722 Faw: 01 -4B02135
hlowes: 0214807142 newsdoscho s
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Champions and
record breakers

T beat Kilkenny with the last puck of the

game, 1 is the sl that dreams are macds of,
For Cork teams, it doesn't get much better

than that

. ull'lt-lm., of course, the game s an AlkIreland
sk,

And unless the victory moves ¥our colmty

BEEE0,
the Inniscarra camogie star e her 16th
and m:lnlgiige hﬁfﬁ;n hm“:'i'm front s
& BE ol B5 A rec-
ord-breaker. ’ .
It was her seventh senior camogie victory, to
with her 11 on the football front, and Henn
me-lhaﬂr;:ﬁyarmcapmn_harmunrym

.She's a humble leader, preferring when the
spotlight s on thie team, which only magnifies
h%f ' “&i-rmm Etz.tlﬂu'mnfhu at

COUESE no roes
the weekend.

Goalkeeper Aaoifie Murray, who works in
Dublin and travels back to play for her beloved
e b T e g

p up I i
mesdals at Croke Park,

super-sub Julta White was the unlikely
match winner having missed most of the past
fwo years through injury.

The players hail from all over Cork, as Orla
Cronin, from Enntskeane, Killeagh's Laura
Treacy, Milford's Ashling Thompson, Ballin-
huslg's Eimear 0'Sullivan and northsider
Amy O'Connor, from St Vinoent's, wore all oot-
standing.

The victory was a huge credit to manager
Panidie Murray, who was also in charge of the
intermediate side that drew with Meath, and
his backroom team.

They ensured Cork were prepared for the
physicality and class ﬂmwmwlhnnm

g e
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M 'hi " . .
Ta‘;ihﬂe’,ﬂemma O"Connor, who sent over a raking equaliser just as

;EE N on time concluded, was in doubt right up to the final whistle, although

mour mill had it that the St Finbarr’s talisman would be starting despite

not being named in the team.

Mlil_rra}: rt::nr.n&ci with O'Connor the night before and even taped her knee in
solidarity with her long-time teammate

She did the training on Thursday and she was moving quite well so we all kind
of presumed that she was gonna start but we didn’t know would it be 10
minutes? Would it be 15 minutes? But we all felt if there was one player or one
tEﬂmm-_EktE that should get the honour of doing the march and starting that
match it would be Gemma and 1 think we were all very happy to give her
whatever she needed.

“W!'len you see the work that she’s put in over the last three weeks... Just
seeing her tog out was an absolute inspiration.

“Listen, Gemma’s phenomenal.”

cavrce’ Gary CarriNFHO

White is probably the polar opposite to O'Connor in terms of steely-eved focus
before a game. Her nature has helped her deal with plenty of setbacks, even if
the fractured foot this year did test her resolve, coming so soon after going
through the mill to get back from a potentially career-threatening injury.

us to a certain extent. It wasn't losing, because there’s always a winner and a
loser.

“I looked at the clock after Julia scored and thought, ‘Jesus, when did that
happen’, where did the six minutes go. We wanted to give it a go and if we lost
at least we'd hold our heads up going back to Cork.”

Her final word was for the skipper Rena Buckley, who has won every major
inter-county medal in both codes with Cork from underage upwards, as well as
all the ones at club level apart from an All-Ireland in camogie, getting close

when Inniscarra reached the final in 2011.

On Sunday, the 30-year-old Buckley was bagging a record 18" All-Ireland
senior medal for the Rebels and her seventh in camogie. She became the first
person of either gender in Gaelic games history to captain her native county to
All-Ireland glory — Mary Geaney was the trailblazer with an even more unique
feat of leading Kerry to football success in 1975 before repeating the feat with
the Cork camogie team five years later — and gave her victory speech entirely

in dr dteanga diichais.
“She’s gas, SO unassuming, that she’ll probably be embarrassed people will be

saying that about her.
“That's Rena. She doesn't roar and shout, she’s very calm, but what she says

d that probably hits people more than me roaring and shouting.
;g’:,:fj:ﬁ]:;[y hungst on and off the pitch. What else would you want from a

captain?”



WINNER ALL WHITE FOR CORK IN DRAMATIC FINISH
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Multi-talented Mary made her own All-reland history

Colm O"Connor

I .Ellﬂ.hhhnﬂrhcl:f:_
captain Mary Geaney shows
" Picture: Sally MacMonagie

Maﬂ' Gﬂaﬁr: phone began
0 hum as camogie cap-
tmin Rena Bickley cu% the
Hogan Stand steps 1o collect
the O'DufTy Cuap on Sunday
affornoan.

The commentators and ana-
lysts prociaimed history made
as Buckley became the first
person (0 skipper All-Ireland
winning sides in two codes.

Barckley had in fact become
the fiest person 1o achleve the
fieat with her native county on
Sunday - Incredibly almost

four decades earlier Gea Four years later she was in In Ursuline in Cork so [ knew
had the honour of leading bo Croke Park. this time with the  a lot nfuwﬂﬂsdqwnﬁr%;
Cork and Kerry to champlon-  Cork camogle side which de- ended up playing with i
ship glery in camogie and  feated Limerick (1-8- to2-2) in [hinF i from there
Liwlies foat Ltlraspunil]iwlrm | wﬂbhﬂ{v .djﬂ' i i md playving and cap-

1 was getting calls at the a Kerry woman 5
end of the game,” Geaney end up captaining Cork in an *T was thrilled for Rena and
smibed yesterday, “with a few  All-Ireland senior final? for Cork. it was a double
peaple telling me that Marty “When I started out with  bonus for them to win the All-
Mmris:n;rmh ad his facts Castieisland it was all camo-  Ireland by beating Kilkenny in

0 gie, it was ‘when theca- thefinal.” -

Geaney, now asprighily 64, ¢ club folded there that Geapey's sporting talents
captainéd Kerry to All-Ireland — we n to concentrate on  didn’t end with GAA — she
ladies football glory in 1976, Indies foothall™ was also an accomplished
boating Offaly 4-6 o 15 in Geaney quickly found anew  hockey star, winning 61 inter-
Littleton, Co Tipperary. home for her talents. mational caps while also en-
S sored 32 1 el gotie to Joying provinckal and national

.
= |

| By Inverance AR ieeliad Seniss ©amage Champindip Faal Diake Pack Bkl $0MM17
Ciprk vy Rillrmnry, © ol Carmma O°C o vl jolis San Makies ol Eillenoy, Cerlil S9HPHERTry Cgar

success as a badminton
ﬁlayer. Rowadays, golf 1s her
rst love — “I'm still play-
ingenough to keep me out of
harm’s way"™ — but her his-
tory-making achievemenis
show no sign of ending. -
Earlier month she man-
aped & young Killarney team
to the Irish Sanior Cup with a
4-1 win over Royal Portrush.
It was Hillarney's [irst
national title in the grade.
And one more historic desti-
nation reached on Mary
Geaney s trail- ;

Libsprdy drvarance A ferland Seimn ©amagie CRedgasrafip Ninal Cra
Coui I . S purwy, il 0 i Wb GDBIFY BhE vemRsl OB MIE W @y Tifee, Lae

T

& Pk, Dublm YWD
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Rena's special
placeinIrish
sporting history

BY DENIS HURLEY

WE'LL forgive Rena Buckley
for telling us a small whire
lie ahead of the All-Ireland
camogie final.

At the very end of her in-
terview with The Sourhern
Brar ahead of the All-Treland
final, we asked the Cork cap-
tain (30 if she had muchof a
speech prepared in case Cork
did win.

‘T certainly would have
points written down of the
people 1o thank but it's not
keeping me avake or any-
thing,” she said at the time,
“youl don't want o forget any-
one, that'd be the main thing,”

She was underselling heg-
seif, of course, as her excellent
speech as Gacilae proved last

Bur then, she has never
felt the need o hlow her own
trumpsct, despite what s now
o hawl of 18 AlkIreland senior
medals aeross camogice and
Indhies” football

Srar columnist Jennifer
FLeary - no strangér her-
self to doing the talking on
the pitch - sums up Buckley's
character to a tee with a vi-
goette from the celebrations
in the wake of the win over
Kilkenny.

“She is so0 humble and mod-
est,” O Leary saps, "and if you
walk to eer she goes “Oh yeah,
I'vebeen lucky™.

*She has a great attitude.
Yol fever come aeross Ber
in a bad mood. She gives her
heart and sole o camogie and
football; she just loves the

*She iz a living legend. |
think she'll keep going for an-
other few vears. This isn't the
end of whar she will achieve.
There's even more o
O,

1 went to the
Cork team ho-
tel on Sunday .
night when
1 was on the
way back upto
Armagh and
I caught up
with them
fiar an houwr,
And there
was Rena,
“Yeah, yeah,
it's great”, and
[ didn't realise
she had just been
named Sunday

—_

modest person you will ever
maet.”

The decision to only focus
on the one code this year was
nodoubt a tough one but run-
ning & physiotherapy business
in Macroom and undertaking
a Master's degree in the same
dizeipline in UCD - necessis
tating a 5.30am Sart once 3
week — meant something had
o give.

Camagie captaincy in the
wiake of Inniscarra’s county th-
the last year meant that the bal
ance dpped towards the small
Ball, Mot that that meant she
was inundated with free dme.

‘In one sense, it's nice that

you're at all' the sessions,

you're in with everything,
yourre not fiying off and wor-
ried about marches clashing
or anything like that but obyi-
oushy, | mizs the foatball pang.

T would say though, even
if you arc only playing one,
you're still doing an amount
of training. soits pot like I'm
sittimg at home in the evening
drinking tea and saying. “I'd
love to be out playing foor-
ball™.

Earfier this year, we asked
Juliet Murphy to fum up Ke-
na’s bevels of dedicaton.

I wsed to cycle to train-
ing, thinking thax [ was going
above and beyond what was
required, but one night Rena,
as part of her cross-country
traiming, did 16 laps before we
started properdy.

"That really, for me, sums
up why Rena has been able o
do what she has done. Even
at that age, she was so driven
and so focused in whatever
r,hfwajdulngﬂutllwas 100

Tlul lr:u:us has given her a
special place in Irish sport-
ing history and yet

. vou'll never hear
her boast
abour it
For cer-
tain, we
can say that
she’ll only
be truly
appreci-
ated af:

ter she

fr""‘.’l retires,

Star
of the Match award to Orla Cronin after her fantastic performance inthe win

Kilkenny last Sunday.

ORLA Cronin wasted litthe
time in telling the watching
world last Sunday night that
she's from West Cork.

The Enniskeans star was
named player of the match as
#he helped Cork regain the All-
Ircland senior tithe at Croke
Park, with Ovrla scoring three
points in the dramatic 0-10 to
0-9win againsy Kilkenmy.

When interviewed by Marty
Morrissey on The Sunday
Game live on TV on Sunday
night, after winning the covet-
ed player of the match award,
a thrilled Crla didn't forgot
her rooas here in West Cork.

"It"s a huge honour to be
representing West Cork on the
Cork ream,” UCC student Orla
said.

quiality: Deirdre Ashe, Director of Persanal Lines, Liberty Insurance, presents the Player

{Phater James Cromble/INPHO)

“There is a huge bunch
of camogie players in West
Cark, We're not known for
our camogic, we'ne known for
more foatball in that diree-
tion.

“There's mysell, the Mur-
rays, Linm O Reilly, Libby
Coppinger, we'ne all represent-
ing West Cork and we're all
defighted!

You'd noarly see why Oria
Cronin started abead of me
an tha U12 hurling team In
imirmess!

il ormbard

Well done Orla Cronin, @
CorkCamoghe on winnlng
player of the game. it'sa
pity @Marty_RTE was
wearlng mare fake tan than
herl

Fbbarrymurphy

Orla Cronin, when Cork
werne rudderiess up front in
the second hall, she carrled
the game te Kllkenny. Three
points from play in tight
encounter,

apaddysesiond

Orrla Crondn deserves huge
| credit for today. Meutralised
thethreat of Ann Dakton,
and still scored somg su-

perb paints from play.

EElaincBucko

BY DEMIS HURLEY

bt O'Sullivan doesn't believe

Thisis the sweetest one yet

IT'S quite the hoxury to be able
to rank your five All-Irelands in
terms of enjoyment.

Ballinhassig’s Eimear
O'Sullivan is in just such a posi-
cion after last Sunday and she
thinks that thig one is definitely
top ol the 1351 in terms of the way
Cork won.

Julia Whites late point gave
Paudie Murray's side a 0-10 to
0-89 win and O"Sullivan belicves
that it was the sweetest,

"We could have settled for
a draw,” O°Sullivan =aid, ‘but
[ don’t think anybody really
wanted that, it would have
been tough to go back into
three more weeks of training
and Killenny would definitely
have been betterin the replay.

‘I'm so delighted for Julia,
it couldn’t have happened w
a nicer girl, she showed great
composure 1o get the winner
afsd i0was just such a wonderful
feeling.

“This is the sweetest one = yet,
anyway!”

Cork had lost their title to the
Gatq. Iasr. year and also fell 1o

o TS,

S =y LT

that any leelings of inferiority
had set in with regard to the
black and amber.

It was something we were
talking about before the final,”
she says.

"“We had played them seven
timies over the past two years
and we had won five of those, 2o
there wasn't a fecling that they
werea bot better than us.

‘Obwioushy, they had won last
year but we under-performed
that day. A big thing for us was
£ stack with them for as long &z
we could and mot ket them get
early seores too casily.

‘We dictated a lot of the first
hall and that ceshion then
meant that when they had the
purphe patch we were still in it
and not having o try and play
catch-up.

“We did got a point behind
bt them Gemma got that mon-
ster point, it was absolutely the
right person in the right place.
She gets those every game, it's
like second namre o her now,”

The next while i about relax-
ing and reflection on a great

wear, but of course it won't be
[ I by B R R e

High five: Cork's Eimear 0 Sr.lum-nd-ehratﬁ

Sunday.

20138,

Things are juston a high this
week," 0 5ullivan says, it's good
to baak back ona championship
where we got better as it went
on, I think we did improve with
every game going back as far
as the start of the round-robin,

"The performance against
Galway in the semi-final
mightn’t have been the best

but it was still one where we
| BERd T L o e B R T

winning her
fifth All-Ireland medal with Sean Cremin after Cork's win las

(Photio: Cisin Kenirg A PHC

make sure 1o get the result an
that definitely helped us the
against Kilkenny in the final,

"Wext year seems a long wa
away at the moment but it E
around soon and with a rels
tively voung team we'll be kee
1o g0 again,

“The intermediate tearm has
their replay in a eouple ofweek
and you'd assume that they 1Lk

pu.-shmg]mnﬂ for o plece inah
S S e

e e B o e e



AvL-IreLanp Senior CamoGIE FINAL

Murray hailsthe
injury time heroes g

CORK goalkeeper Acile Murray
heas haded the affiorts of Cork's hao
irjury-time haroes fo even make it
pnin Croks Park for Sunday’s Lib-
prty Inswrance Al-Iretand Senior
Carmaghs Fenal,

hatch winmer Julta White rup-
tured hief Achilies tondon Last year
and than broke her foot in Apsil,
and had played iffle camogs at
club or cownty level in the pasl
I RSO0,

Maarwhis, Gernma CConmor,
who sent over m raking equnliser
just as reguiation time concluded.
was in doubd right up 1o the fnal
whitstie, alihaugh thi remiour mill
hased it that the St Firban’'s lafisman
would ba staring daapite not
basirng namied in the taam.

* Murray reomed with O'Connor
e night bedore and even tapad
Fres kv i solictanty with b fang-
tima 1eammaie

“Sha did the trasning on Thurs-
day and she was moving quite
wioll 50 vl all kind of pheswmed
ihat sho wis gonna slart but wao
ciign’ know would it be 10 min-
es? Would it ba 15 rirubes? But
wa ol fell 1l there was one player
or one eammate thal sholdd gat
the honow of doing the march
and slarng that match it would
be Gammiiand | ihink we vwisha of
widy happy 1o ghhe ar whatever
she neaded.

“Whon you aae the work thal
she's put In oer the last threa
was an absolute inspiration. Lis:
a1, Gemma’s phanomenal.”

White & probably the polar
ogposite to OYConnir in Tanms of
slenly-eyad locus bafons a game.
Had nalurs has helped hor deal
with plenty of sefbacks. even i
the fraciuned oot this year did best
b riscive, Coming 0 S0an afbar
gaing through the mill fo got back
from a robentinfly canees-fheaalen-
ing Injury,

“Whan | sow Julia coma on |
wias protty confident a bil ol Bpsce
would opan up becalse of het
spoed. I'm e thrilled lor her, it
ooaildn't ave happanod B recar
girl. | wolkdn't expect anything
leas WO

Sl 1 st cadm Thede's nol
ups o downE with Julin. She's
jumt rally relmoad the whicha tme,
Yoay'd Wity &1 imes, wondeding
‘In ahe ciead in here?' Then
corelt Aoech mndd ShiE'S Qo
anel pou’re goeng Tl
anatigh,’ .

I'm dalighbed for /
har and L just shaows
all ner hard work ba-

caust i WoE o pral

iy horiilie mjury }
Aanyieody thal's 1'
il e Aachillos

will foll pouw IS
wikry hard 1o
comn  Dack
Shié's hpd an
atfidy  Couphe
af knocks this

..... M biamd i

haro.” f

Murray was the opiome of |

perpetual motion batween the i

posts, 8 jack-in-the-tox constantly

hueet fists. leaping inthe air |

and esuing rallying cries b those
in front of her,

Being goakie can be tough,
with few chances b ceash into
opposition bodies 1o rilense the
{enskon and pent-up fury, but Cork
had resclved 1o nol st mean
busingss, bul to display thal =
their body language. 3t avery
opporunity.

"You uee as much ansdgy as
ewiryong alaa, but we agroed 'we
meeded to show a bit of passion,
that [as1 September wo didn’t
show that passion. That snnoryed
us o & eafan extend, It wasn't |
losing. because there's ahvays &
veirnar and a losar.

*| bpoked & Ehe chock after J i
scored and thought, *Jesws, when |
did that happen’, whare did tha six
rrinubes go. Woewanled 1o ghafla
o anch il s e it baast we'd hald
ol heads up going back io Corlc®

Her final word was lor the shkip-
par Rena Buckiay, wha has won
avany major inler-county medal
in both codes with Cork from |
underagn upwards, & will ap o
1he ones ol clul level apar from
an All-reland in camogie, gotting |
closg whon Inniscarra reached he |
fimil i 2001, |

On Sunday, the 30-year-old |
Buckley wis bagging a recosd
181h All-iroland Senior medal for |
the Rebels and hor saverth i
Carmadgia, She: bacama th B
porsan of aither gandar in Gaalic
games histony io caplsin her natve

courty to All-Ireland glory - Mary | |

Gioanay wis (ha railbiazar with an
@y meoes unigus Teat of leading |
Kiery ko foctball success n 1875 |
betore rapaating i laal with e |
Caork Camogie team five yoars |
lakar - and gawa her viclony speech |
andinahy in ér dieanga dichals,

“Sha's Qas, B0 URBEEUMING,
that she'll probably be amisar-
rassed peopla will be saying
ihat about hee. Thal's Reno. S
diotsn't roar and shoul, she's
wary calim, bul whal shie says she
mesns, and that probably hits
rocpa moEa than me rearing and
gholfing, She's comphalely honest
on and off the pibch, |

“Whnl alse would you wan from
A cApdainT®

g

Tha Bth tEEm
etiksinwith
The O Duity
Cupafter

EBie Libeerty
Insuranci Akl-
predlamd Sedior
Camagie
Fimal moich

o Xtk

at Croks Park
in Dublin
Phata by
Mat Browned
Sportidile

ALL IRELAND SENIOR
CAMOGIE FINAL

Cork 0-10
Kitkenmy 0-9

DARAGH O CONCHUR
Gt Par, Db

COBK resanved their besi parof
mance of (ha past 12 monihs 10
record an edroordinary viclory
pwar champions Kilkenny and
move pasl Duiblin on e ol aof
hiarour with 27 Litsarty INsUEmnos
Alliralnnd Senior Camogis Cham
panahips.

v s g that had everything,
R ey gy g el 19 |1 EE T T

iha anlire game despite baing
considarnd & major doutd with a
knea injiry belorshand and not
being ramad in the team aalicr
i T ek,

White, & forrmar Gork Skl
vty s anduned 8 forid b years
aiftor tearing her Aohihes lendan
and 1hen broaking her fool, was
wnirpduced immedaioly alinreands
io spectaculns aHoc,

This players tore o every
axchange as the rain began to
pour down ONce more, paitting
thoir bodées on the ling with 'a
mrinimum of Bk minubas of Ingury
tima anmouncesd

Srores had o hand bo Somi
by Ehougholt et i it ook
Whita 10 provide the dolnithe ons
Al hoer frsl S0ancEy

White strikes late

thare wore losds mode, bl it's
dofinitely & grea hesling aBor baing
oul Tor the |asi two years.”
Wihaka's indarvanison also mipyed
Aena Buckiay claar of her lang:
tirms colieagus Briege Corkary
a5 the player with the highast
oomibinsd inlly of Al-ksland Senior
madals, bringirg har Lally ta 18
Buckley aiso ECOMEs tha only
player, male of lemala, b i ain
har county 1o All-ladand titles in
Tociball and camogis | hurding as
B resall of this BUCCaSS
“I's groal, 'S nbachisby fanas-
the,” smiled the InhiscEra woman
talking atout the viclory rahar
Ehan ary pareonal Bchiewement
“Wie cama up horelast year we
had high expactations, we werg
ﬂmnl?:lr e in-s-row and o

mmmmlnmh
ST

thery bieal us as oy

Leork wany Ly far
. the sugea
lﬂammlhuiu.ﬂ Tt mri:imal':niwn

only led by 0.5 1n g.o it hall-time
'Y WeTR in command in mam

of ground whila v
80 the piysical bt vy

I oeme e s

i firad Kikandy's

Ann Downory mast sunely B
firgd 8 mockat al har charges at
the nberval and they thundered
into the Tray stralghd frem the
pesarmprtic.

Afvar such & tight first half, tho
{eams shaned ning poins insicly
14 minites beforo reluming 1o am
var et S1ANE.

mmmmmmm.

aighn Fanmall throwin ot
rmmw.mgnnuﬂmd
Gaul (frea) maving Ihem ahishd
This was @ crucial periad in the
gmme and Cofk battened dawm
T haicines.

Cotier Tawnd the tangat frgtmn
froa 1o alop the blsading bodors
Cnarin 20l cvar magasiically hom
Tiggnt cn e bt 1o put Gtk ahood
onca mare, only lof Malons 10
I agnin

Thit wis i tha dath minuie anmd

ﬂmmmwnnm
friam thep righd flani

Far a whiba, It looked like
Dotie Doubls would B k
arnys. But Gork lound & Bl
. Ay Hhpd was ancugh.

Broretd

O O Cronin 0-3; A LY Cewnoe,
Eaﬂ.rrl’ﬁlwlxh.ﬂﬂﬂhr.flﬂ'
nor, J Whia D=1 Bash

KILEEMMY: M Farell J & Maions I
[ado @) -7 sach; H Powe, B Fam

Wah -4 saln

iHKE A Maxvay, L Trescy, Mt Buckh
L Coppingsl, G 0o P Macker
Simerpcn E Grain, A T
¥ o, 0 Cromd O Cstiaer 1l L
e Caarig, 16 MR Sasha; 1 Hiss
o Loy g, J WEEH At g
[\ R

EILEENHT: E Kavannm * Fhalem
Figley, 0 Viaiah i Cuephn. A D
Ty Wl Faired, & Famed, J hﬂ. :



LIBERTY INSURANCE SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL

Libby keen
to bring the
cup hometo

Kealkil!

BY DENIS HURLEY

LIBBY Coppinger’s mother
Mavurcen wasted no time on
Sumday evening,

At the Cork senior camogie
ream’s post-match banguet in
the Crowne Plaza Hotel, the
mother of West Cork’s newest
All-Ireland medallist made a
bee-line for manager Pawdie
Murray, cager (o arrange a
date for the O Duffy Cup 1o visit
Eeallkil;

“We'd be fairly hopeful of
it coming down soon alright,
Mam was straight on to Paudie
1o try to sort out & datel” Libby
laughed as the team returned
on Meonday evening, justs after a
quick stop in Mallow to change
trains before the eam arrived
into. Kent Station for their
homecoming.

Whili the 5t Colunt’s star was
refuctantly placed at the sentre
of a fixtures-clash in Avgust and
then fearured as the Cork ladies’

foatball team lost their crown to
Mayo, Sunday was a dream end
1 her inter-county year.

"With the way we started, |
felt thar we weren't going to
lnse,” she said.

“We were just really primed
amnd we put ourselves ina great
pasition. Kilkenny came back
at us and they were probably
always going 1o do it because
they're such a great team.

‘It was great for Gemma
[O¥Connar 1o get the equaliser
and then Julia [White] 1o get
the winmer after last year, when
Gemma was sent off and Julia
wais ot injured.

T ecan't even really describe
what it was like afterwards, 1
was “bate” out after the effort of
playing the game bat it's such
a great feeling, you get more
cmergy when you win,

"The eclebrations then on
Sunday night were brilliant, it"s
just been an excellent couple

of days.”

T

Pride of the west: 5t Colum’s star Libby wmwmmmm ﬂtﬁlﬂhh;tnthuhl.heﬂ-—he-
land senlor tithe at Croke Park last Sunday.

Libby, a public health stu-
dent in UCC, was due back in
coliege on Monday bur played
truant as the team returned
home, having made the tradi-
tional Alllreland winners® visit
1o Cur Lady’s Childrens Hos-
pital in Crumlin, and she did
acknowledge that Tuesday was
in doubt, too.

High achievers don't tend to

‘take too many shormewes though
and you can bet that if she did
miss Tuesday then she put in
the extra hours on Wednes-
day. Such levels of dedication
are what have won her senior
All-Irelands in bath codes now,
and the ever-present humility is
demonstrated by how she views
the achisvement in terms of
herclub.

This year, Colum’s amalga-
mated in camogie and ladies'
foorball and Libby is graveful
for the support received.

“The club sent up a bus to
Dublin, which was brilliant,”
she said, “and I met other peo-
ple who had made the trip as
well, I'm delighted and really
honoured that they all made
the effort.

{Photo: Bryan Keane/INPHO)

"There s such grear work go-
ing on behind the scenes that
I'm glad that everyone was able
to share in it and 1 just want to
thank them all for the effort in
helping me get o where | am.

‘It's great that younger girls
Joining can see that they can
make it an to the Cork panel
becavse of the structures the
club have in place now.”

Cork camogie hero Orla came of age

Eight-time All-Star

Jennifer

hails Enniskeane
star Orla Cronin’s

performance

ORLA Cronin came of age last
Sunday.

When she came on the scene
with the Cork senbors four years
ago, it was my final season sowe
had one campaign together,

I knew she had talent. She
was shy, new on the seene,
feeling her way into her new
surrcundings but now, in her
fourth season and after her best
year yet, Orla has shown she
belongs ar the very top,

She was terrific last Sunday,
seoring three paints and win-
ning the player of the match
award.

Orla looked 50 wﬁdm: o
the ball Her touch wiks superh,

Even when she was under pres-
sure, she did all the right things
and kept her head up all the
time. She is such a clever player.
She never gave the ball away. If
the shot was on she toak it. If
not she gave it to someone ina
better position,

She looked so confideny and
50 mature as a player. She has
grown into this team and it's
fantastic to see a West Cork
woman shine on the big stage
like she did. and so did Libby
Coppinger, 1o00; she swept up
a log of loose ball and was very
cifective.

I watched the game at home
in Barryroe but [ called into the

Cork team hotel, the Crowne
Plaza, on Sunday night when |
was an the way back up 1o Ar-
magh and 1 cavght up with the
team for an howr or 20, Orla was
in great form, modese as ever,
and it was the same with Rena
Buckley, our captain fanuastic
who won her 18th All-Ireland
semior medal,

Renais a fving legend. Tthink
she’ll kedp going for another
few years. This isnt the end of
what she will achieve. There's
ewen more 1o come, What a
prospect that is.

This was the sweetest one vet
for Corke. Ins the way they waei
it. People fancied Kilkenmny to
defend their title and get the
better of Cork again, burthe
Rebels had something to
prove =and they did thar,

I hadl a gut fecling dur-
ing the week that Cark j
would win, 1 felt they
wanted it more than i
Kilkenny and you could
sec how relentlbess they
wiere on Sunday. They
WETE FAVEIOLE,

Caork set their stall out
from the star. We hadn't seen

that in their previous games
this season. But they hit four
unanswered points on Sun-
day and that

showed
they
meant
bassi-
niEss,

Kilkenny seemed shell-
shocked. Maybe secing Gemma
O'Connor lining out spooked
them but something got into
their heads, It was different

to last year when Kilkenny
caught Cork. Robes were re-
wersed an Sunday.

You can't underestimate

the boost Cork got from

Geemimea lnkng out. Iy was
only a few wecks she suf-
fered knee ligament

damage in the semi-
finnl win against Gal-
wiay, and the official
line was that she
was oul of the
All-Ireland fi-
nial,

Anyone

who knows

Gemma

will tell
you that
she doean'y
came off in
games 5o |
knew it was a
bad imjury,

Final hero:
Orla Crondn.

Talking to her Sunday af-
ter the game, she didn’t know
herself until Thursday ndghe at
training whether she would be
ggod to go. She had a fitness test
and did the whole sesslon, and
the knee held up, [ had a feeling
she would play some part but 1
was surprnsed to see her start,
But knowing Gemma, she will
do anything possible 1o line out
for Cork - an«d that was her 131h
final. Incredible,

While she wasn't as infleen-
tial as she usvally is, she still
CAME up with a huge moment
lare on to leved the game,

I'was worried if Gemma was
out that Cork would have no
one to 20lo up the feld and take
a score from distance like she
can - but she came up with the
goods when the need was great-
[ 8

And the same can be sakd for
the heroes on every line of this
team. They were all composed
and calm, and deserved their
Wi,

Cork are back on top. And

West Cork played its role in
that.

The West is awake!



CORK should consider O
ing its record mﬁnu!nghm-lm
land dual star Rena Buckiey
from Inniscarea by naming some
o or plece of infrastrocture
after her - just ns they have done
with Christy Ring and Jack
lm&;L:‘E; according to All-Tre-
Aning eam
Paudie Munnim P

Cloughduv barn Mr M;
Paid tribute to his fellow Mid-
Cork star when he took to the
podinm on the Seuth Mall an
Monday for e
after Cork, capiained by Repa
Buckley, defeated Kilkenny by
0-10 o 0-% to move to the top
of the Roll of Honoar with 27
All-Ireland titles,

“To our genior team for the
effort, they put In - we spoke
abowt acouple of things coming
into this game, we spoke about
EOMPOSre, Wi spoke about de-
sire and finally wearing the Cork
Jerzey and the duty they have to
tha.t_j!rs::].r and yesterday they
carried out that duty brillianty™

“Finally to our captain, Rena
= what can [ say about her - what
a warrar - you know, I drjve
?munldhthedw here a lot and

o Chiristy Ring Bridge
and the Jack Lymch Tanmel and
I think maybe it's time we name
something after hee” he said
before also thanking the clubs
mﬂm 3 CAMOEie

- who plays
with Inniscarra and ladies
football with Donoughmore
- concsntrated this year on
camogie with Cork but the de-
clsion proved the right one ns
she became the only player in
the history of Gaelic games 1o
win 18 All-Irelands = =even in

INTERMEDIATE CAMOG

Rena Buckley

wlf and gleven in fadies

Amaong those to pay tribute
ta her was the Blabop of Cork
and Ross, Inchigeelngh born Dr
credit was due to both Rena and
her teammates for the way that
they had come back to defeat
Eilkenny who had pipped them

urray  in last vears declder

“It took a superhuman effort
to win and the team showesd
great determination xnd boand-
Imwmﬂ.“mmE
them on their magnificence
victory and in mmhﬂ.m
theom, we congratulate in pars
ticnlar Bena cousin of
the bishop!” he declared to Joud
taughter,

“What an achievemnent on Re-
na's part - yesterday she won her
18th All-Ireland medal between
camogie and ladies foothall and
that achievement will remain
indelible in the annals of the
sparting history of not just Carlk,
but indeed of Ireland,” added
Bishop Buckley.

Earlier the Lord of Mayor
of Cork, Clir Tony Fitzgerald
and Mayor of Cork County Clir
Declan Hurley had welcomed
Rena and her team mates on
to the podiom with the ODuffy
Cup to thundérous cheers from
the hundreds of fane gathered
on the ot Mall,

It fell to Kena = who works
s & physiotheraplist in Mac-
DO - 10 pay tribute o the fans
for travelling to Croke Park in
such numbers to cheer them
on against Kilkenny and then
to turn owt hack in Malow end
Cork to welcome the team home
after their thrilling victony

Cork captain Rena Buckley lifts The 0°'Duffy Cup after the Liberty Insuranco All-lrol ol
MHMMhm‘mhmmmﬂmmi Sentor Camogie Final match botween Cork and

“The one thing about this
Cork camogie team is we are &
very tight undt and [ think this
year everyone put their shoul-
der to the wheel amd  backed
evervone up from Decemiber all
the way to the top of the Hogan
Stand yesterday- well done to
everyone and I'm so proad of
v all”

CORE. . >-T8
MEATH 1-9
BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR

CORK and Meath will have to
do it all over again on October
156, 25 653 minwtes of play were
unable to separate them in the
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
inrermediate camogie final at
Croke Park last Sunday.

This game, however, had a
controversial end as with the
sides level, Meath's Megan
Thynne was on the attack and
in the throes of unleashing a
shiot at glory when referee Liz
Dempsey called time on the
play, allowing Cork supporters
to breathe a sigh of relief.

The Rebels would have been
extremely disappointed had
they let it slip for a second con-
secutive year however, as they
led for the majority of proceed-
ings and wasted a vi-qupl;ltr“ﬂ;

ilt-cdged opportunities
.E.mnedneadful wides in the final
quarter in particular,

It would have been hard on

1o drag themsetves back level
after falling four points behind
i1 the first half, and then recov-
g from the concession of
a goal just before the break
in & similar deficit in the

o
Bath full-forward lines came

into the game as the strong-
A ™ B e e T 1 |

¥
- i
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I.-.

they advertised their talents
egpecially in & more fluid open-
ing period although they were
shackled well in a cagier second
hatf.
Rachel 0°Shea opened the
seoring for Cork and by the
renth minute, her colleagues
on the inside line, Caroline Su-
Eruea.nd!..lndaﬂul]imhada.'lm
_gotten off the mark.

Keeva McCarthy shot a
hrace, the second a really
well-crafied score after good

wark by Sugrue and Collins s
Cork went -6 to 0-2 ahead bur
Meath responded with four in
& row, Jane Dolan converting
three frees and Sinéad Hackett
shotting well.

McCarthy was on farget
once more for Cork however
before Katelyn Hickey finished
brilliantly to the corner of the
Meath net to make it 1-7 1o 0-6
at the change of ends.

The second half lacked the
fuidity of the first, although

. ™

Lork should honour Inniscarra's
says camogie hoss

Replay needed as Cork and
Meath can’t be separated

Park last Sunday.
(Photo:Gary Carr/INPHOD)

it had a rip-roaring start, with
Amy Gaffney pointing directly
from the throw-in, and then
Kristina Troy blasting a goal
just over a minute kater.

That score was all aboot An-
ife Minogue however, as the
young Dunderry forward drew
the cover with a powerful run
through the middle and tdmed
her pass w perfection. Troy
made no misake despite Ay
Lee, who had a fine game, clos-

g i

Player of the match Finola
Mevile and O%5hea moved Cork
ahead quickly but the Leesid-
ers failed to score in the last
6 minutcs, incleding three of
injury Time. ;

Dillen halved the gap in the
5Znd minuee bat it w un-
til the seennd minute of injury

time that she was able to hit the
levedler, just after Hickey had
been sent off Tor & yol-
boww card offenee,




In controk Cork's Orla Cronin gets
urinrcamgﬁe:l‘nrrﬂmﬁlﬁ:ﬁﬂ

mmmwmmwsmmumﬂ

IPhota: Bryan Keane/INPHOD)

Box office Orla hits
high notes for West

ORLA Cronin loves music, musicals,
pantos, the works, so it's fitting that
she delivered her greatest hit on the big
stage last Sunday.

Im collbege in UCC (a fourth year stodent
in physiology}, she works part-time at
the Opera House in the box office - but
delivered a show-stopping performance
af her own to inspire Cork 1o the Liberty
Ingurance senior camogic championship
tithe in Crode Park.

Orila booked every inch a star.

Finishing vwith three potnts lrom play
and nullifying the threat of Kilkenny dan-
ger woman Ann Dalwon, the Enniskeane
vedman was the casy chaice as player of
the march.

Shewent straight to the top of the charts,

Amd on The Sunday Gaime hours after
the final, when she was named plaver of the
match, Orla took her chance 1o remind the
watching world that she's from Wes: Cork
=and i 5o proud of thae.

‘It’s a huge honour 1o be representing
West Cork on the Cork team.” she beamed,
Focussing the spotlight on West Cork came-
gie and giving it a welcomie boost.

Notsince the legendary Jennifer O Leary
from Barryroe — an eight-time All-Star,
fouer-time All-Ireland winmer and sx-time
national league winner = retired from the
inber-county. > affter the 2014 season
have P, Cork camogie player
dominate the local and national headlines

Cork's Aoife Murray ifts the trophyafter their All-ireland Senior Camogie Championship Final victory.

at the business end of the season.

Orla’s perfarmances this season, and in
kast Sumday’s final, will elevate her to a new
level, and also give her a profile that she
hasn't had before - but it also helps rakse
the profile of camogie here in the west of
the SOy,

She's a great ambassador for the sport.
Only 22 years old she has already won three
senior All-Irelands in four seasons. And
there's mare to come,

*In West Cork you're not known for your
hurling or your camogie, it's a lot of foot-
ball down here,' she wld us last week, but
her éve-catching performance in the All-
Ireland senior final shows that West Cork

« can produce talented camogie stars.

Libby Coppinger lram St Calum’s is an-
other example, she started last Sunday’s
All-Treland final and played an important
rode im the win.

Then you have Inniscarma’s Niamh Me-
Carthy whose parents hail from West Cork,
her mother is former Irish internarional
basketball player Kose Breen from Skib-
bereen and her father is Andrew McCarthy
from Drimoleague. (Incidentally, Niamh's
first cousin, rising young rughy star Enya
Breen won geld with Ircland LIS girls’ ses-
ensinthe recent UK School Games; they're
a taleneed family).

"There's a lot of work going on at ground
levelin West Gork” Erarﬂﬁnmlﬁﬂn
D'Leary told us this week.

“There is a loval camogie following here
and there was a big West Cork contingent
at the game on Sanday. & bus rravelled o
Dublin from Barryroe and there wasn't
even anyone from the club invalved?

“To see Oria and Libby play like that on
the big stage, it’s fantastic promotion for
the game here, They are so young, there's
more tocome from them and that's a great
thing for West Cork camogie,

It will get even more people playing
camogie.

“There is astronghold of football in West
Cork but Orda and Libby are showing that
it iz possible o play camogie in West Cork
and play at the highest bevel.

‘There is a pathway there that shows
we have players who can come through
and make an impact on a big day ke an
AdlIreland final. Thats bralliant for young
players o see.”

In the coming weeks, expect both Orla
and Libby to bring the O'Duffy Cup to West
Cork and Cork camogie powers-that-be
necd to take advantage of the new-found
fame of the West's best because there is
plenty of talent here that can be harnessed
and moubded.

Crla Cronin®s number one right now and
her best years are yet to come. And as she
watched Jennifer O'Leary in her prime,

ather young girls are now watching her
with the same awe. And the r here
is West Cork camogie. oGk

Fic: INPHO Gary Can
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CAMOGIE
® Linda Mellerick

SATURDAY
SE Sysiems Cork Senior A

g v St Finbare’s,

Castle Road, 5.45pm.

SE mﬁu}&gsml
or A
Camopgie C nzhip
Glen Rovers v
Castle Road, 5.45pm.

WITH the club senfor cham-
pionship taking a thrse-week
sabbatical ahead of the All-
Ircland final it's back into the
action this weekKond with two
ties down for decision.

With the intermediate All-
Ireland replay =at for October
1. other club games planmned
will ba decided i the sides in-
volved don’t have a player on
tie intermediate panel.

It"s a second bite at the cher-

| ry for Ballincollig, 5t Fin-

barr's, Glem Rovers and Bal-
I¥garvan after all four lost
their cpening

Ballygarvan recelved a les-
son in point scoring againast a
rampant Douglas side. They
trailed by 13 points at half tme
and lost by twelve; 0-23 1o 2.3,
having found the met twice i
the second period. There is
better in Ballygarvan, who
succumbed to & hardworking
Douglas, and this meecting
with Glen Rovers should
prowe a closer afTalr,

But the Glen have a strong,
balanced team with plenty of
runners and are slight favour-
ites to advance. That first sen-
for championship win has
eluded them since they
stepped up to the grade.
They ve put in a huge affort
and desperately want this one.

| Marshalling Catriona Kelly

will be the erucial factor.
5t Finbarr's also took a
heavy defeat from Milford In
their opening round. Again,
we witnessed the first-round
problam of a side failing to get
into thelr rhythm. You would
more this time arown:d,
e Barrs plaved Gemman
O"Connor up front and one
wonders if they would be
better off leaving her drive the
team from centre-back. In
f:aeva glmr Ciara Heat-
ngE, an Myers, 5t Fin-
barr's have forwards that can
soore and with Lymda O'Con-
nell maybe operating at mid-
ﬂEIIid |hr:ir could push forward
and create opportanitics.,
Ballincollig are a team that
has underachieved the past
l'ew years. On , they're
ressive u they've
I'Ei to date to find the for
mula that would see them sard-
ously challenge for the title.
Last season zaw them exit
the championship at the
quarter-finale to M and
while Milford were the cham-
fons and subsequent county
the gap should not be

as whide as it was with Milford
ﬂrﬁm}fn ﬂh:l_'lnﬂdeﬁ_a: an
better in ;  biten
in 2027,

m: victory here s crithenl for
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All hail Rena the Great as she
joins pantheon of sp

IGHTEEN All-Ireland medals, Just think

about that for a minie, Now consider

that last Sunday, Cork’s Rena Buekley

to captain aneﬁ?lnrﬁ;r?;m;ngﬂmﬂahhm
- 1

codes, That just blows our Rebel nEmd:;I e

Your man Edmund H « Who was the first
gmmn climb Mount Everast, or Meil

E. the first man on the moon, are
trotting after her. When you step back and ‘Ifnl{
at their so-called achievements (a bit ke the
way you'd look up at the Spike (n Dublin with
Shandon Bells on vour mind}, you have to
admit they are not even remotely close to the
besruitiful result Buckley has achieved for Cark.
At no point did MNeil Armstrong have three
demented Kilkenny players harassing him as
he tried to exit the lnnar landing module, On
tap of that, his famous ‘one small step* speach
Ea hili puﬁﬂstmt nnl the moon wasn't even as
acilpe ona’s lmpressi ]
DnHillili;ﬂﬂ!r- ive victory speech
ry might have climbed a big mountai
but Buckley has climbod 18 of lhgm.naind hLL
wouldn't have known & thing about the duties
DFL?]-:MH back under breaking ball in Croke

They say it was tough on the great mouniain-
eeT because of the ﬁﬂmnmﬁamd
Everest, Go wav ouddat. Did vou watch the
lung busting intensity of the last few minutes of
the All-Ireland & final? There was more
oxyeen in the gills of a River Les mullet than
there was on the field in the run up to Julia
OTIMEE S0CCET Zrea is

to have won thres soccer World Enpsanmbng
of the most celebrated sportsmen of all dme,
but did he go on and win'a masters at Augusta
or lead Brazil to victory in men's volleyball at
the Olympics? Content with just thres medals
at the top of his sport, he shuffied off into a life
of celebrity endorsement while Buckley just
keeps notching them up.

sain Bolt is anoiher who falls well short of
Cork's Rena. Fans point out that the Jamalcan
sprinter has medals in two codes, the 100m and
00 dmsh; but does running twice the length of
A race you're already good at count as a

code, now?

t's like telling us Hermymen are adept at -

two codes because they show up for the second
half of a hurding match. Promoting the small

N

AWARD Murray marvel

ROl et b (s lts handiog &
s cube toa —stick o the blg ball
and the bat catching, Derry.

B-E-]ll.ilﬁlﬂ-l:lndhas clocked upa fow medals
but corme back to us when he'wins a fow golds at
the bobsleigh or has made some headway into
the road bowling scene.

What's that you said, Kilkenny? Serena
Williams has won 23 tennis Grand Slams
incleding soven at Wimbledon, is it?

Ol right. Was that 12 in tennis and 11 at the
shot put o the hammer throw? Serena and the
gister aren’t fit to undo the strap on Rena's
helmet with their meagre achievements that
bear no comparizon to 18 All-Ireland medals in
two codes — even Roger Federer 8 still twa
grand slams behind Rena and he hasn't even

SPORTS STAR A

8 HONTHLY AWAR

Aoife is the winner of the
Mhaskery GAA/ A Triangle Shorts Avardr B S
the Cork goalkeeper %‘jwm Killkkenmy.

? e
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decided what other sport he's going to take up if

he's to come anywhere close,
And this i= probahly a gopd point to remind
arstlves that Kilkenny have just 13 camogio

Hitles versus Cork's 27, We now move alcad of
Pslglh'l. who haven't even been in a final sines

In fact, when it comes 1o the smoll ball, it i
only right to add senior men's and women's
tithes together to see which county is truly the
greatest at that game at the highest level.

Kilkenny have slipped ahead in the men's
but becauze of the huge gulf in the women's
E:\EH the combined title count is Cork 57, Cats
That"s some fine breathing space. Mot that
wi reed it

ort’s elite

Cork Person of the Year

Rera 2 surely a shoe-in for Cork Person of
the Month in September, but given the scale of
her schievement, 18 is anly right to give her the
award for the other three months left in the
T foo,

if she doesn’t bag Cork Person of the Year
we'll have o intervens, Miljtarily.

Freedom of ihe City 1salso puarantesd but sho
must be glven F n of the County as well,
And just to be sure, we'll nward her a special
‘Frecdom of the MeKinnon Report Biis® aswell,
Just in case the councils can't sort out the issue
amd places like Bullincollig and Outor Dowglas
hiave tos gt ip iieir own mind states,

All hail Captaln Rena and her camogie
comrades, They are the pride of Leazide.



SENIOR CAMOGIE ALL-IRELAND FINAL -

Late Rebel
rally leaves
title- chasmg , = fa2
Cats In tears ;

There was heartbreak for the Kilkenny

senior camogie team as Cork fought their
way to the title, reports Trevor Spillane

CORK 0-10
i 09
Croke Park

It was o dramatic day of
highs and lows but, ot the

final whistle, the only
emotion the Kilkenny senior
camogie  team  fell  was
heartbreak,

A year on from finally
climbing the steps of the
Hogan Stand to lift the
O'Duffy Cup, the Cats found
themselves watching on from
the pitch as old rivals Cork
collected the spoils.

It was the manmer of the
defeat that stung the most.
After a slow start Ann
Downey's side had dragged
their way back into the game,
then stormed ahead in the
closing stages, only to be
hauled back before an
unceremonious  dethroning
deep, deep inlo stoppage
time.

Julia White did the
damage, holding her nerve
when a pocket of space
openeduptostrike thesliotar
between the Hill 16 End posts
as the game ticked into a
svinth minute of
injury-time.

For a split-second there
was bedlam in Croker, The
Munster side knew they wepe
within touching distance of
the tlitle. For Kilkenny, it was
all about scrambling for a
match-saving score, but it
MEVELr CAme,

It was a gut-wrenching
finish for the Cals, who had
shrugged offa below-par first
hall performance (o really
force their way back into the

game. Cork flourished in the
first quarter, taking a big lead
as they threatened Lo squesze
Kilkenny out of the fray.

The reason for  their
suceess came in a reshuffied
side. Cork went with lwo
players in their full-forward
line, bringing Katrina Mackey
fIJI‘ﬂ'I-B["nEIT field. Eimear
O Sullivan was moved from
the healf-back line to midfield,
allowing Ashling Thompson
todrop in behind and mop up
any loose ball that came her

It was a simple tactic, but
gn  effectie  one  that
frustrated the Cats for some
time, They struggled to get to
grips with the game, falling

behind as Amy O'Connor (2}
and Orda Colter (free) got
Cork moving.
FRUSTRATION

Kilkenny did get off the
markwithaDenise Gaule free
on 11 minutes, but the point
failed to spark them into full
fow, A large part of their
frustration Lay in the way they
were corralled  into  the
centre, Cork refusing to let
their rivals find space on the
farks in which o wreak
havoc.

Cork's game-plan
continued to work to their
advantage, Orla Cronin and

1 .
p o by |

e
_'1:'r|.=

moved into  the second
quarter (0-5to0-1).

At that stage things looked
ominous for Kilkenny - could
they find their form? Julie
Ann MIIDM led the charge,
dashing left across the 45m
line to fire a morale-boosting
point on 20 minutes.

OUT OF MY WAY! Julie Ann Malone
{Kilkenny) breaks forward during the
Sendor Camogie Final PICTURES: PAT MOORE

That seemed to steady the
ship. Kilkenny didn't add any
more scores to their tally but,
eru didm’t let Cork
mmﬂllhf Mmf.\' lead either -
some excellent defensive play
from Grace Walsh saw tothat.
Ther Cats trailed by three at

the break, with everything

still to play for (o-5 too-2).
It weas o different Ki
team who came out for the
second half. First half nerves
had been banished, replaced
by a confidence that saw
them take the game to Cork.
They hit the ground
running, Meighan Farrell

' - o - Dungh; of Cark s during Suniers s
Davina Tobin (KRkenny) gets awsy from Amy ek Alisking Hw;* by a possee defendars during Sunday’s senior camogie
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Kilkenny duo Denise Gaule and Katio Power keep their full focus on the sliotar as Cork's
Gemma 0'Connor makes the catch during Sunday’s AN-Iredand final PICTURE: PAT MOORE

“We’ll learn from this”

Trovor Spillane | “Gemma 0" Connor’s the gami.
BN T L haded! Julin White’s point to the first half,” she sald
She was gracious in - win it, they were two of the Rebelettes.
roan, defeat, but there wasno | great scores,” she added. | “There was o stage in
t{Cona mrock away from the *You have to say the the fest holl whees the
jchelia Doty (1 | best team always wins. Cork forveards were up
orrissey, 31 mins: We'll just have to learn | with our forwards, so
 [Thamas! from this~ ¢ there was definitely no
-Wialne, 59 The Kilkenmny room for us to play.
ming. manager wis at a loss to “Our use of the ball
Cork - Aode explain where the day wasn't good in the frst
Marriy: Parila: got avay from her team, | half but the girls grew
Mackay, Reng but felt that the Cats into the game in the
Buckly, Laura weren't able to get thelr | second half and put that
.rushing forward from the inmli.f-e.ﬂrlnl:nl{irrﬂr&:lalnd 'hﬁ-‘m :TJ?I]?IEI: ﬁg]:.t.%ﬂld::r.hnam
throw-in to snipea point. She  Orla Croninquickly snapping if 4. say anything
ipl “The day felt rushed,” | half-time - they drove it

turned provider soon after, up points to edge their side S e
working the ball on for Katie  ahead again with 18 minules  Coppingr, B USbtar she said, “With the | on. You couldn't

Power to grab a point after a  to play (0-8 to 0-7). other finals you conldn’t | compare the halves,

storming run out of defence Kilkenny didn't panic. go out on to the pitch such was the contrast.

from Ann Dalton. Julie Ann Malone showed until such a time, you “However, you
Dalton had agreatersayin  good awareness to chase have a warm-up and couldn’t fanlt the girls

then you've to go mect for the effort they put

If, 6n d the sliotarafterit broke
g Bl <t the President - whether | in in the second half,”

finding the space which she  her way, circling back for a
had been denled in the 44th minute point,
opening 30 minutes. She The score marked a
wasn't the only one; Kilkenny  change in Kilkenny, who
began to find more room in segmed to have turned things
vital parts of the pitch and  their way. Miriam Walsh
used it to turn the game their  made it look as ml.u:r}.
WAy, gathering Ann  Dalton’s
DARED TO TRY THINGS arrowed pass down the right
with the scores came before coolly splitting the
confidence, and a daring to  Canal End posts from the
try things. One such move tightest ofangles.

on what

the first half,” she most of the second half
added. “We didn’t use had played out. The Cats
the ball well; we were were crulsing at one

Gaule show some It was a score that would Cork eontained and !‘:‘wr Miriam
ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬂ{i&hn; tapping a havebeen gmdenuughtnlwin Eilkenny in the frst Walsh's late pﬂhﬂh
free into the centre for the —any game - but it wouldn't do half, not them showed as much - it was
unmarked Shelly Farrell to  itfor thisone. s impose their style on I sCore m puﬂ-::.m 4
turnover the bar. Cork, perhaps spurred on mtlln“m. A

Hard work, the hallmark the by the hurt of losing last

: [} r's final, raised their game
of their performances all yea R

You couldn't fault ~ ohe said, “1 felt
the girls for the D il o

last
year, saw them level the game  ohe f thei ini the game in the second
minute, Anna  ('Conner stormed up from effort they put in in _

Emu}f fﬂinﬂ. a puek-out  half-back to find an equaliser the second half, '“.‘&T’.“F.lf‘““ el
hefore offloading the sliotar  in the last seconds of normal ““i" were the vk ‘!;m be it

sster Shelly. Two minutes  time. Then, with the game on ol ot all, but may
o sis ihe comeback was the brink of a replay, they better team then, was the few scoring
later \e. Gaule punishing rmniu_h;,-jr winner as White but Cork wanted it m 0,

struck. oL ke hileh coft
“"ﬁ?%‘”&'ﬁﬁnﬁ“ for  Whatacruel finishfor the e . | theend. '
e _ o



Late Dolan
point earns
areplay

for battling

Meath

ALL-IRELAND CAMOGIE FINAL
Royal County stand strong against
determined Cork challenge

Kaath
Corlk

JANE Dolan's late pointed free
earned Meath an All-lreland Interme
diate Carmogie Championship final
replay against Cork at Croke Park on
Sunday following a tough encounter.

Meath supporters were unhappy
that Megan Thynne's late effort, in
the fourth minute of added time,
didn't count because referee Liz
Dempsey ended the contest before
the Kilmessan player struck the sli-
otar goalwards under the shadow of
the Cusack Stand.

Three minuteés added time had
been announced and had clearky
elapsed on the big screen in the sta-
dium, so from that perspective the
Kilkenmy official was technically cor-
rect with her decision.

And a draw was probably the fair-
et outoome following an enthralling
encpuanter that, at dmes, was low on
excitement bevels, but was an excel-
lent advertisement for the progress
that this Meath team has made since
theey won the Al-reland Premiber Jun-
jor vithe In 2012

This was a tough encownber, an ac
curate description of the fare that the
pesams served for the hour and in the
much-debated added time.

Cork supporters weren't too happy
with the red card that was brandished
b0 Bavehym Hickey, a second vellow, on
GO0 mimetes and it seemed harsh.

From a Cork perspective, they will
hawe to look at their own perfor-
mance, especially in the second-lalf
when they squandered some
easy-looking opporiunities from
frees

Corl adso found that Meath did not
roll ower, and just like the previous
oting in Trim in a group game last
July, the Royals stood strong and
displayed great character to bounce
back from the concession of a goal in
first-hall added tme,

I:-ﬂHALLtﬂI.I.IEH

Rachel 0'Shea pointed Cork it
a fifth minute lead from a free, but
Anile Minogue had Meath on terms
soon after from a placed ball,

There was nothing between the
sides during those opening exchanges
with Caroline Sugrue and Linda Col-
lins trading further points with Sincad
Hackett and Jane Dolan (free) befores
the Munster women enjoyed a brief
spell of superiority.

Points from Keeva MoCarthy (twa)
and O'Shea gave Cork the lead, but
bt against the elements, Meath
resplﬁun‘r;ded with a brace of Dolan
frees that reduced the deficit 1o the
TRREEET.

The closing stages of the half saw ||

Sinead Hackett's point draw the sides
level before a late Cork surge pro-
duced a pointed MeCarthy free and 2
Hickey in the added tme,
ﬂﬂﬂh}m‘tﬂ.ﬂﬂﬁmﬂ]ﬂm
0-6 interval advantage, but within a
minaste of the resumption it was level,

Meath had an Amy Galffney point
on the hoard 12 seconds after the re-
sumption and then Kristina Troy fin-
ished 1o the net following a surging
Mimogmae run from midfiekd.

Cork recovered quickly and carved
out podnts from Finola Neville and
Orshea as the tempo slackened ahead
of a l4-minute barren spell on the
sooreboard,

By the end of the third-quarter
Cork were ahead by 189 10 1-7 as both
teams tried 1o get the upper hand,
crucially the Munster side failed 1o
scobe again and Meath gradually
£t back info contention.

Dolan won a free when
she waz hauled down with
cight minutes remaining
amd she duly converted
while at the other end
Cork missed a good
chance from play and |
also from a close-range
Keeva McCarthy free,

daj.rmuﬁ'r.unml:m‘s 1:-:‘

Meath earned another
H-E'I'

Hﬂnﬂn {Hla-:lshall
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Gaels): Emma Coffey (Na Flanna), [Dunderry O freel, Carcline Quinn
Cladre Coffey (Ma Fianna), (Boardamill, Lane Dokan (Blackhall
] ENen Burke (Dunboymel Gaels 0-5 frees), Sinead Hackett
Alne Keogh (Kildalkey), (Dunboyne 0-2). Sub - Aedin Slattery
I Acife Maguire (Killyon),  (Na Fianna) for Quinn 42 mins.
“ ' Louise Donoghue Cork - Amy Lee; Leah Weste, Sarah
L Ktk Cheyenne Harrington, Kiamh M Chaolim:
© OBrien{Kitale), Rolsin Kileen, Sarah Buckley, Lauren
Megan Thynng Callanan: Flona Mevilie (01, lannifer
. (Kilmessand Amy Earry: Katetynn Hickey (-0, Keeva
Gaffney (Ratoath  McCarthy (0-3one freed, Maeve
== .I'F_- h -1, Kristina McCarthy: Rachel O'Shea (0-3 one
] Troy free), Linda Collins (0-0). Carcline
i 'ty - Blackhall Sugrue (0-11 Subs - Micheala Buckiey
forward for b Gaels Tor M McCarthy 45 mins Sarab Fahy
Meath. w0 10N, Acife for O¥Shea 59m.
Minogue Referos - Liz Dempsey (Kilkenny).



'. H.nF THE MATCH

=
mm:mmmmmmﬂn
uum ehance, bt Cork hid missed 3 number

FIFTH ROUND
:wm « Cork 311 Down

: 'mmm Mpath 30, Carlow

Meath's mmmfﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬂhﬂuﬂtﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂ
Maeve McCarthy (12) and Katelynn Hickey.




Barry
0’Donovan

IF there's a defining characteristic
that links all great sporting teams,
away from the obvious places of
genuine star quality and serious
management of course, it must be
this proper hatred of losing that

runs through everything they do.

A troe hatrsl that presents itself as a
real love of winning. and it was poss:
ible fo spot that kst Sunday afternoon
in Croke Park, basleally throughoit
the entire All-Ireland eamogie final.
There was a remarkable hinger to
overything Cork did, from the savage
intonsity of the work-rate to the con-
viction In the game-plan.

There was samething in the ex-
plosion at the final whistle that told the
story of a team that now has three All-
Irokands in four seasons bul managed
o play with the sort of edge yvou'd im-
agine Mayvo footballers will play with
this weekend, like a feam thai hadn't
won anything for decades,

In a sparting environment where we
i sometimes be too qukck to make a
call on legacies, It actually fecls like
wiz'vi underestimated the credits hare
with this Cork camogle group, that
we're only realising now the briliance
af a group of players that are defining
an ¢ra and the excellence of the man-
apement of Paundie Muorray. to find
fresh motivations to perform and now
ways to take on an beat challenges,

It was a triumph for small details,
even if there were conspletous items
in tandem. The reveal of Gemma
rConnor starting and her influence
a2 the heart and head of the team,
Libly Coppinger's ahility (o move back
fo defence, Ashling Thompson's cner-
gy and senss for being in the rdght area
I meakar tackles amd collisions happen,
wore all clenrly pronaunced factors.

Cork just penerally being able to poi
several bolies in ihe vicinity of every
Kilkenny plaver in possession almost
every single time =0 they were really
rarely allowed space to do what they
wiiited on the ball was another readily
kentifiable note. Yot there were stand-
GUE morments.

Julia White's match-winner seeme
b gagmilfy all the gumpeion and attiiede
o tlee feam. White's barely plaved In
two years because of injury and =till
when the game was deep in that time
where sveryone expected a replay, she
minaged to locate a do-anything.-not-
to-lose moment and then follow up
with a do-anythingto-win moment,

With the game level, Kilkenny™s sub
Jdenny Reddy managed to work a littie
space an her right side about 50 metres
from goal ﬁmlhh:l as you expected her
toshaot or at least find & pass, White
hustied back to shut off the space,
Foree Roddy to turn and Cork woen back
pisEbession,

Seconds later, Julia White tore onto
a pacss with All-Treland winning kind of
spel, broke o tackle and changed df-
rection and then pot offa st with 16l
Reniny jerseva closing in.

Or take Orla Crondn, plaver of the
mintch with thiee poinis from Pay and
an overall influence on the game at
Just twenty-two vears old, & perfect il-
lustration of the evoelution and im-
provement that’s gone on in this Cork
teim. Cromin has always lad the skills
- her undeorage coach Dermot Curtin
has testified to that - and she Wiz in
the panel in 2014, won an All-Ireland Y
4 atarter in 2015, She had one podnt
from two provious finals thowgh and
had been sort of swallowed up in laxt
your's Mke everyans else,

Last Sunday her movement and
AWITEREss of space was lop class, She
drifted back to holp and had the men.
tality for the work-rate RECESEARY o
nat ghve Kilkenny an inch in thae
mideie thid,

She occupied the Kilkenny centre.
back Ann Dalton and used the open

Rebels just
refused to
lose again

Orla Cronin of Corkin action against Cathe
Murray’s management and her own ability.

Sunday.

areas of the field perfectly when Cork
ware on the atfack,

Her first point came from a Cork
counter, a hopping ball down the left
wing where she turned ngide and out-
sitle before settling on a shot off her
reght (inslde),

Her second point was another
down the left wing into spaces, um
she fumbled before hitting a really

Iy score off Tier beft on the run,

Third point she presented as an op-
ton for a pullback from ke end-line,
Fednted Jeft and then eut inséde to hit off
the right, o full showease of her gkills
a5 o forward on the toughest ilay to
Predisce that sort of technieal dis=play,

e R -

ne Foley of Kilkenny at Croke

Cork’s Libby Coppinger celebrates winning with her friends and family aft

| e =

‘ [ E_ — I I
e the win last
Picture: INPHO/Bryan Kease

We remember an inferview with
Faucic Murray back around the end of
2015 where he referenced having to
trust the likes of Cronin, to throw them
inta championship to allow them learn
evien if the first game or two don't work
exactly,

O i his own words at the time: “Wa
haid o e patient and give e new girls
a chanee,

1w went ot kn the first champlon-
ship gnme and Orla Cronin is getting
cleaned af centre-forvward, the worst
ihing you could do is take Orla Cronin
ol I you leave her on slie has to eliher
fgnre hor way oot af it or continne to
albow herself be cleanad.™

e a2

Park. She has developed into a top-class forward due to Paudie

Picture: Matt Browne/Sportsfile

That kind of thinking haz made
Cronin o leader and it’s only one
little example in the list of small
details that Paudie Murray has
brought to the table and is really turn.
ing this into one of the most note-
worthy management jobs of the past
number of venrs,

The big picture factor-is no Tess pe-
markable or impressive. When Orla
Cronin started plaving a Httle avera
decade ago with 5t Mary's it was &
handful of glrls joining in with the
boys or scraping around for enough
numbers for games and i the mention
on the Sunday Game referenced the ab-
sence of West Cork in Cork camogie,
you can imagine the level of interest
MO,

Libby Coppinger is blazing a trail in
her ares.

The Cork ladies foatball tepm of the
last 1213 vears'more or less com-
pletely changed the game ltself, a once-
In-a-lifetime mix that ralsed intorest
and standards and made ladies foot-
ballers stars to try and emulate and
made it impossible for any sport-
apeople to ignore just how decent
Jﬁ?I;I;]I:.'.'.:- f-uc?h'llmll could be. it

8 Lotk camogie team journey
something x1m.1'l:¥?a modern lean
o the plavers and the & [V
and the way they play that would make
it difficulf for any young girls watch-
g to not want to he s part of,

This Cork side edge towards groat-
ness in many different woys.
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making

progress
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THE 14 champlonship back-
dlsar rovunds have bean con-
Hmking.

Inniscarra beat Ballygar-
van, Charleville Had five
points to spare over Valley
Rovers, while Ballvhea had a
four-point win over Aghada,

The draws for round two
have Eire Og meeting Newoas.
town tomorrow at 2pm In
Mewcestown, and Ballinora
and Inniscarim are in action in
Inniscarea on Wednesiay at
6. 15pm. The remaining round
two games to be conlirmesd,
will see Cloughduy travelling
o take on Charleviile and S
Finbarr's will be at home for
their meeting against Mil.
ford/Ballyhea. Youghal
headed o Enniskeans today
for o Lpm start and earlier in
the week Sarsficlds 1 had a
win over Aghabullogue.

In the Uld B backdoar
ﬁam &5, Cobh got the upper

and an Fr O°'Neill s, Kilbres
defeated Inniscarra 2, and
Donglas had two goals to spare
in their meeting with Mill-
street. Bishopstown defented
Buttevant, while Ma Piarsaigh
and Mallow will hawve o do b
all again-after thele dravw. The
replay iz on tomotrrow in Na
Piarsaigh at 13pm.

Courcey ROVers overcame
Carrigaline, dand Ballincole
dofeated Blackrock. Sliabh
Rur meet Bishopstown tomaor-
ravw Ak Spm in Riverstick. Cast-
lelyans teavel o mest Kilbres
next Salurday al 2pm. Midle-
ton takeon Cobh on Wadnes-
day next at 5:30pm. Glen
Rovers await the winnoers of
the Mallow/Na Plarsaigh
reply. Killeagh face Douglas at
a date to be confirmed.

In the Uld C, Erin’s Qwn
owvercame 5t Fanahan's 3-8 to
1-5; Clonakilty edged out 5t
Catherine's 3-1 1o 2-3 and Dun-
gourney def Barryioe.

The draws [or the next
rounds will see 5t Vincent's
mieeting Bride Rovers and
Carrigtwohill taking on Clom-
akilty. Blarney host Kilworth
tomorrow at Spm, and Ballin-
ascarty head (o Tracton mext
Saturday at 4.30pm; Inniscar-
ra 3 met Brian Dillon™s [ast
night, Dungourney will face
Banieer on a date to be con-
firmed, Ballinhassig hosted
Castlemartyr today at
:||_3ﬂnr:}:1. whiﬁl.;; i‘ir_:u;ﬂs "?wn
Iewd fo Grenagh at 5pm.
CASTLE ROAD BUILDING

The camogle board wers
celebrating during the week
with the handing over of the
kevs to their building in Casthe
Road, Tt's apother $tép in the
right direction to get the com:-
plex completed, but now amn-
ather huge amount of work
needs to be done, antd the
board s hoping that the good-
will of camogie parents and
supporters wikl once again be
orthooming.

-r []1 1he 1||'-|:|1!H:.'* Hh‘;gd. 1]1'.:'
gh I2 om fo gt work done in-
f::m the building. Anybody
who can give voluniary help
‘with paintlng and to get the
bailding up and rEnming G
contact the board o{Tioers.

UNESCO delegate Catherine

Kenya, tried camogie when the Cork Education and Training Board hosted a learning showcase event as part of the UNESCO International Confer

ence on Learning Cities 2017, at Terence Macswiney Community College.

Picture: Jom Coughiar

Changes made to
games' schedule

FOLLOWING the draw in the Lib-
erty Insurance All-Ireland Inter-
mediate final, the schadule of
games in most grades of the S5E

systems Championships had to be
altered.

As a result, all games schoduled foe
this weebend have had to b postponed
and re-fixed. These changes include
the two guarter-final games which
wore to go ahead tomorrow Killeagh
versus Glen Rovers, and St Catherine's
varsus Carbery both falling by the
wayvside. Also cancelled was the sec-
amd round games Ballineollig against
Milford. while the Claaphduy versus
Inniscarra game goes ahead on Sep-

B Mary Mewman

tember 30, Sarsfields will meet the
winners of the Mikford/Ballincollig
i, %o that alse had & chanpe of date.

A lot of the SE Systems Senor B
Champlonship games have also been
scheduled. The game batween Eallin-
hassig and Valley Rovers was post-
poned dus ta heregw.-mem- as was tha
meeting of Eire 5 and Fr 0'Hoill's
earlier in the round robin series, and
ihese games will see the programes
compleied. Ballinhnssig take on Valloy
Rovers tomarrow at 12.30pm in Castle
Read. The SE Svstems Intermediate
championship final will be betwoen

Enniskeane and Newcestown but iU's
now on hold, As are the junlor A cham-
pionship semb-finals which will see Na
Parsalph meeting neighbours St Vin-
cent's and Ballyhea taking on Water-
grashill.

The new schedale af dates 15
B 5E Systems Senor Champlonship
round two Cloughduy and Inniscarra
will meet on Seplember 30 with the
winners facing Douglas two weeks
later.
B The quarier-linals tie between Kill-
eagh and Glen Rovers will go ahead on
Wednosday, October 4. 5t Catherine's
will meet Carbery on Dctober 8, with
the Sars/ Ballincollig Milford quarter-
final on Oclober 14, when the other
semib-final will also take place. The sec-
ond semi will be on October 21.

B The rescheduled date for the remitin.
ing games in the SE Systems Senior B
Championship will be on October B
when Eire Og and Fr O°Nelll’s meaot
and Ballinhasalg take on Yalley
Rowvers. The Senior B sami-finals will
go ahead on October 15 with the final
on Octobar 28

B The SE Systems Intermediate final
Enniskeane verins Mowcestown down
to go ahead on October 7, The 5E Sys
tems Junior A semi-finals are Bally-
hiea versus Watorgrashill, on October
7. and Ma Piarsaigh against 5t Yin-
ciont's on Oetober 8.

o The final elther on October 14 or 21
depending who is involyed

m The 5E system Junior € final bo-
tween Blarmey and Millstreet 15 down
for decision next Fraday.

Killeagh set to meet Kilbrittain in backdoor draw

WITH all of the first round and backdoor game in the
SE Syetems Minor Champlonship moving along
swilth the draws for the remaining rounds wars
readle recently.

Just to guickly recap on the résulls from the open-
ing rounds in minor & action, Ballygarvan overcame
Sarsflelds, Glen Rovers proved too strong for Kill-
eagh, Mowcestown overcame Courcey Rovers, Mil-
fopd Ballyhen received a walkover from Mallow/
Buttevant, Carrigaline defeated Kilbrittan/ Timo-
leaEue, _

The backdoor draws have plited Eilleagh against
KilbrittanTimoloague and Sarsfields will mest
Coureey Rovers.

These games are down for decision on Monday and
Wadnesdny nest WeeR.

The draws for round two were-made as follows,,,
the combination team of Ballyhea/Milford will play
the winners of the Kilbrittan/Timoleague v Killeagh

CAMOGIE

2 Mary Newman

clash. Ballvgarvan will mect Glen Rovers. The
winnars of the Coureey Rovers/Sarafields game will
play league chismpons NEwoesiown.

As there wepe zeven teams in the drave, Carriga-
1ine were the team 10 get a bye e the semi-finals,

In the SE Systems Minor B championship openinig
roindls Dooglas overcami: Bride Rovers, 51 Finbarr”’s
wiers oo sirong for Bnllinhasslg, Eive O defeated Ma
Piarsaigh. Charleville Beal Inniscarra, Balincoellig
dofoated 5t Catherbne's and Aghada got the upper
hand on Cloughduv while Aghabullogue overcame
Ennizkeana,

Onto the backdoor Cloughduy evercame Na Piar-
saigh, while Enniskenne will play Infiiscarra this
wieekerdd with the winners mesting Hallincollig

Eiire Og will take on Aghabullegoe, Chardeville and
Aghada are drawn to meet, with 5t Cathering’s tak-
ing on Bride Rovers and the winners meeting Ballin-
hassie, ]

In an all city clash 5t Finbars's will be In appos]-
tion to Douglas, the winners of the Eire Og/ Aghabaul-
lTogmie game mest Mid Cork neighbours Clougheus,

In the minor C championship backdoor ganies,
Blackrock overcame Blshopstown, Blarney haud m
win over Valley Rovers and Clonakiity were too
strong for Barryroa,

The draws for round tws is a5 folbews: Blarney will
meat Blackreck, Tracton are in opposition agaknst
Cobh, Toughal take on Stiabh Rua angd Castlelyons
moet Ballinascarty. The winners of the Costlelyonss
Ballinasearty game face Fr O'Melll®s, and the
winners af the Youghal/Sliabh Rua game ane in Dﬁ-
pasition to Ballinora, while Clonakilty maet Mill-
sbrnel,



Cork are market

CORK now top the roll of honour

of senior camogie All-lreland
championship titles.

We were tled two weeks ago with
Dukdin at 78, We now hold 27.

Reading through the honoawrs list, 1
think it be a long while before Cork
are brought back to level pegging or in-
dlepd surpassed

Dotlin, despite & good season, don’
look lke All Ireland contenders yol.
Eilkenny st in third place with 13
titles, Wexford seven, Antrim gix, Tip-
perary five, and Galway have two,

Dublin’s 26th title was won in 19684
Al that time Cork had 14 titles.

In ihe intervening 33 years Cork ool-
lected another 13 titles while Dublin
fell By the waysicde, To overtake Dublin
meant-a huge amount to longstanding
Cork membsers and supporiers.

Counties come and go in camogio,
excepl for Cork. We have been in-
credibly consistent over the past 86
VRS

Weve appeared in 47 All-Iretand fn-
alz, spread aver the years. Dublin
domingted from the All-Ireland inaug:
iration in 1552 up uptll 1967, appearing
in 28 Minats,

They then showed wp infermittently
wntil 1984 and haven't :'||:||:||.-ﬁ.|.‘L'-|| ([ 1
inal sinoe

Kilkenny's haul of 13 {nlm.;trll:,. Fie
Infes fo the Dowsey era when 1]3|‘.-1.' Wik
12 titles i 1074, 1976, 1977, 1981, &
seven-in-a-row from 1585 (o 1991, :1|'|:l
anothor (iEle in 1994 1t's no surprise
ilat they were alsoat (e helm in 2016
when Kilhenny won, with Ann o man-
aper and Angela ns assistanl.

But from 1994 o recent times, Kil-
kenny all bart dismppenred from the big
stage with Galway, Tipperary and
Wieklord taking owver,

Galway — how they hawe just two
tiles still beggar's belict

I would suggest that they are the
mast consistent county over the past
30 vears or =0 after Cork. But all too
ofien they fell af the semi-final stage.

They ve appenred in just 15 finals
since 1932 and just cight in the last 30
yvears. Thelr most successful period
wils Mrom 1996 (where they won thelr
first tithed 1o 1998, appearing in ihree
{inaks, Their second tithe came in 2013,

Mext came Tipperary, who were
never o1 the honours Bist. Thet is wntil
a crop of playvers, 1ed by Michael
Cleary, took five titles botween 1954-
2004,

Thoy only hed sporadic All-Ireland
[inal appearances prior to that, their
previous ane being 1984 and haven't
appeared inon final since 2006,

Wexford gof inon the act in 5007 win-
ning tho tithke after a lnpse of 30 years.
Frevioesly (o that, they hed cight final
appsirpices, They won three in a row
bt wieen 20102002 and since then, have
hieavily regressed.

ao, Dablin, Kilkenny, Galway, Tip-
perary and Wesford all came goed at
various stages and when they did, they
seemed to dominate for a few vonrs,

But when tleme canght up with those
teams, they Found it hard to follow the

leaders in camogi

. %

—N—

BATTLE LINES DRAWN: Cork's Katrina Mackey and Julie Ann Malone of Kilkenny in action. The twe counties have dominated camogie for a

long peried.

GUARDING TRADITION: Cork’s Laura qur..ﬁ.ﬂﬂhl‘humm and Orla Cronin celebrating

the All-Ireland win,

SUICCEES L.

Cork, however, remain the most
consistent county in the history of our
game and that doesn’t look like slip-
ping anviime soeom,

Who knows where the O'Duffy Cup
will reside for the winter of 2018/2019,
You would assume that it be betwean
Cork and Kilkenny again.

And mayhe (U8 be every second year
for these teams a2 regards taking tho
tithe home. But we'll think aboot that
next year. For fow, we'll enjoy the
throne we sil on.

What nbowt last Sunday's foothall
final?

Sport can be g0 eruel, There are
more important things in life and as
yokt el elder you becomie more avwan
of that, but that f=n't to say that lnst
sunday’s defeat for Mayo wasn't
heart-breaking for those involved.

Picture: INPHO, Gary Carr

That title consumed those players
and management for the past 12
months.

They are same bunch of players to
keep coming back from their defedats.
What characters those men miest have
become because of it

There were three senior club cham-
E;nshlp games in the past week with

Nincolig, Glen Rovers, and Inmnisc-
arra overcoming 51 Finbarr’s, Ballyg
arvan and Courcey Bovers, who have
seen the end of championship sction
For 2007,

Most other planned games for thiz
wieekend and next have been post-
poned due to Cork’s All-lreland inter-
mediate final replay tomorrow week,
It really has beon an incredibly fong
season for club players and u-r this thme

of the year, ever meniion
abmout o it shmhlgizmm.

Picture: INFHONBngan Kzang

| @@Cork remain the
most consistent
county in the history
of our game and that
doesn't look like
slipping anytime

SDCI'F"I,’

Clubs are trafining sinee January
and most have only thelr opening
round playved. Thelr second game is
now in Qetober and we're into the
muck and un:f miﬂ[.ﬁys o

Deaws and re can't 3
bt [ ﬂulijﬂmmtiinhﬂ lhmtﬂ.'_ln? mim
opportunities ughout the summer
months when games could be planmed.

There's the other skde of it too, I sup-
pode, in that i voo ran off the segson
tizo eacly, for losing clubs it's a long
SUmMEr,

The Summer Cup, a senior competi-
tion which excludes senior inter.
con by players, was a good idea, intro-
dueed fo give clubs games during the
summer monihs,

It°s up to clubs at this stage to b fm-
aginative and keep the momentum
going in thelr squads as they cound
dowm the months in beiween games,

Nelligan
stars as
Charleville

land title

® Mary Newman
Charleville 3-10
Ballinora 1-8

CHARLEVILLE took the first
championship title of 2017
when they were crowned SE
Systems Junior B champions
in Blirney where they over-
came @ Ballinors side who
were competing at B level for
the first time this year, having
won the C championship In
15,

Ballinora gof a great st
with an early goal from Jon-
nifer Murphy and when Lisa
'Shea added to their tally
with a point, they were con-
trolling mantiers.

Charleville setiled into the
fame with points from Sinead
Dennehy and Fiona MNelligan,
but in reply, Siobhan O'Regan
painted & 45 for Ballinor,

Chareville were lewe] when
a lobbed shot from Melligan
dropped in under the crosshar
to the met, bat again, O'R
pointed a free to aedge
Ballinora ahead.

It was nip and tuck as
Charleville edgpd in front with'
two points in a row, O° I‘l:tl'g:ﬁl!rl1
agdin showed her Accuracy,
pointing a free to cut the defl-
i |

Charleville kit a purple
patch and added to their tally’
with 8 Maebh Buckley goal
and a Matalie O'Brien point to!
put them in fromnt.

Ballinora stayed in touch
with O'Regan on target and at
the break it was Charleville
wiio bed 2.8 (o 1-6.

The sides swapped early
second-hatf point, but a Char-
lewille goal from Caltlin Shee-
han extended their lead to =ix.
A5 Ballinora battled to stay in
the contest, Chareville added
to their with a point from
a Melligan and & 45

They were now dictating
matters and held o salid grip
on the Ballinor attack

Again, the sidés swappod
points, but & solid Chareville
defence never gave the Mid
Cork side the leeway they
needed to make inroads info
their lead, which they held 1o
the final whistle.

Charleville's Lauren Corri-
Ean was named Plaver of the
Match following & solid dis-
play for the new janier B
champions,

Scorars Tor Charfeville: F b
4021, 01 45}, i 14-%%1
1-0, § Dasnely 01 1, L Comigan. L
Doyte, N O'Brian 0-1 sach
Ballisona: 5 O'Began 0-7 J0-5 1 -1 45],
o Murphy 10, L O Gha 0-1
CHARLEWILLE: C : K Dora, £
l.l-:ulnn::, J HnII:IEnrr M H:E?h'r M
v F Nasgin, N O'Bdon, © Shesfan: H
gﬂm M Buckiny, 5 Dennpiy
Subaec L Doyls i M . 5 iyingr
lor & Dennahy, G Gaivin for M Mupoy
BALLINDRA: C Mourhan; B
McMoCarthy, J Crosin, K O Halloens, &

Fiagvekd, J O Dl J Mumpdry: & Mio|
Abnaird, & O°Aegan; L Walah je). L

OrShea, K Ly, K Doclin: J Muphy, F

Fimon

Hhmi: for o Cronin, J MoAy
Tpr L3 Hor F Fimen, ©

ﬂMnuEﬂﬂ:ﬁhm.

Pateroe: Jobm My,



Murray hails
heroes' efforts

m Darragh O Conchiir

CORK goalkeeper Aoife Mu has
hailed the efforts of Cﬂlk’::"t'?:n in=
jl.ll'ﬁl‘-t:i;'l:'hﬂ'rﬂll to even make it
onto Park for Sunday's
Insurance All-ireland SlnhrLCi:HmE
gie Final,

Match winner Julia White ruptured her
Achilles tendon 1xst vear and then broke
her foot in agrﬂ,anu had plaved litthe ca-
mogie at club or county level in the past
two sasons,

h:tﬂ n h'hmlgamrﬂ:]j 0 Connor, who
sEnt over a B s just as regi-
latiomn time unn-:luﬂﬁ, was in doubl right
up to the final whistle, although the ro-
mour mill had it that the St Finbarr’s tal-
ksman would be starting despite not being
named in the team.

Murray reomed with O'Conner the
night before and even taped her knee in
aolidarity with her long-time teammate
“She did the training on Thursday and
she was moving quite well =5 we all kind
of presumed that she was na start bhuk
we didn't know would it 10 minutes?®
Would it be 15 minutes? Bat we all felt if
there was one playver or one feammate
that shonld get the honour of doing the
march and starting that match it would be
Gemma and [ think we were all very
happy togive her whatever she noeded

“When you ¢ the work that she’s put
im over the last three weeks.. Just secing
her tog out was an absolute inspiration.

“Listen, Gemma's phenomenal.” White
iz probably the polar cpposite to O°Con-
nor in terms of steely-eved focus before a
game. Her nature has helped her deal
with plenty of setbacks, even if the frac-
tired food this yvear did test her resolve,
coming so soon after going through the
mill to get back from a potentially caresr-
thrastening mjury.

“When [ =aw Julin come on | wiEs pretiy
confident a bit of space woubd open up be-
cause of her specd. I'm so thrilled for her,
it couldn’t have happensd to a nicer girl

“I wouldn't expect anvihing less from
her. Julia is just calm, There's not ups or
downs with Julia She's just really relaxed
the whole time. You'd worry at times,
wondering 'Is she clued in here™ Then one
touch and she's gone and you're going
*Fair enough.' *I'm delighfed for har and it
Just shows adlﬁh-:u;j b.'-f : work m'ﬁf'
WaS @ ity horrific injury. Anvbody
that"s m an Achilles will tell you it's
wvery hard to come back. She's had another
couple of knocks this year, It just goes fo
show any kids out there looking at this,
the fact that she was a sub, to come onand
dlo that in the S5th minute, she's an abso.
]“fmmm'" hve epd [ 1

rray was the epitome of perpetua
motion between the posts, a fack-in-the-
hox constantly pumping her fists, leaping
in the air and [ssulng rallying cries to
thoze in front of her. Being goalle can be
tough, with few chances to crash into op-
positien bodies to rolease the tension and
pent-up fury, bl Cork had resolved (o not
Just mean bisiness, but to display that in
thelr body language at every oppottunity.

“You use as much energy 85 everyons
elze, but we agreed we needed to show a
bit of passion, that last September we

Cork’s goalkeeper Aoife Murray clears the sliothar despite Miriam Walsh of Kilkenny,

didn‘t show thakt passion. That annoved us
fo & ceriain extent. It wasn't losing, be
cayse there s always a winner and o loser,

*1 boaked at the clock after Julla scored
and thoonght, "Jesus,, when did that
happen’, where did the six minwtes go. We
wanted to give it a go and i we bost at least
we'd hold our heads up ﬁ_ﬁng back to
Cork.” Her final word was for the skipper
Rena Buckley, who has won every major
inter-county medal in both codes with
Cark from underage upwards,

On Sunday, the 30-vear-old Buckloy
wis bagging o recopd 18th All-Irekand Sen-
jor mdal for the Bebels and her seventh
in Carmogle.

She became the first person of either
gonder in Gaelic gnmes history (o captain
her native county to All-Irekand glory in
bath codes,

“She's gas, so unassuming, that shell
probably be embarrassed people will be
saying that about her. That's Rens. She
doesn’t roar and shout, she's very .
but what she =ays she means, and that
probably hits people more than mo roar-
ing and showting. She's complotely homesi
on and ofl the pitch. What else wonld yo
want from a captaln® ;

Cha
INniscarra
power

into semis

GAA
B Mary Mewman

Inmiscarra 3-15
Cloughduy 1-5

THE defending senior camao-
gle champions are safely
through to a semi-final meet-
ing with Douglas alter they
Tl too much experience for a
young Cloughduy side in
Casthe Road in the SE Systems
championship on Saturday,

Inniscarra signalled their
intentions early courtesy of
Rena Buckley, Rebecca Kana
and Erin Looney added to the
scoreline with peintz before
Joanne Casey's probing shot
across the poal found the not
with & little help From Niamh
Dilworth who may have got
thar skigihtest touch on it,

Aoife Murray then con-
ceded o penally. earning her-
self & vellow sard for bring
down the advancing Miam
McCarthy Choughduy. Joanme
Casey drilbed it to the e,

Clara O'Leary pointed for

jClonghduwy bt with Innkscar-
ra firing on all cylinders they
ywene going to be hard to break
down. In delence they dealt
with any attacks Cloughduy
produced whilst up front the
pthireal posed by Miamh Ddl-
worth and Niamh MeCarthy
was Always there and wllﬁ
Jﬂnﬁ; Burke, Joanne Casey
amd Niamh Dilworth all peint-
ing before the break the niar-
gin was at 2-10 to 0-2, Clara
(' Leary having added to the
Cloughduv tally with a
pointed firee.

The second half was a cleser
affair as Cloughduy closed
down the Inniscarea atiack.
Twice the sides swapped
ety
h 4 min-
utes ramaining finished tho
AT 5 it conbost.

Clow hdul: 115’2 Anife Il-}tl.r
ray with a back injury afler
ghe looked to have collided
with M:Cnﬂ_ﬂ? &1 route to
goal, bt credit to her replace-
ment, young Ciara Twomey
who handied well under press-
ure and is surely a player for
the future.

Cloughduy never gave i
the chase and were roward
with an Ann Marie Ryan goal
buat it's the champlons that md.
vance to the last sight and
mecting with Douglas.

Georern for Innlsearn: J Casey 1-4 {1-
ip 0wl ), W Ditecrh 14, H Mo

1-0, A Knana O-3, K Q" Ma:
mq_mmm J Birkn, E Loossy, A
Bluckdey 0-1 sach

T AN 140, W O Laary -
2 {01101 451, € O'Lawy 0-2 010,
MRS CARRA: 5 Walsh M Boskling{z],

Shishan_ A Dinesn; R KO e
2 J Burkn, E L . Casay; H

ﬂm N Dt B

Suba: O Healy tor & Dinoan[48), A

O'Connor for A 4], G Malar-

Immr.l Bm-:m Rty for N
WA B 5E).

VCLOUGHBUY: & Mumay; A Duckiy, L
' Riordan, J Batoman; A Corkery. A Kek
I, I Epdirher; M
% Balemen, NO° Leary, i Husloy, J

i




Title Cork's
if they
have right
it

® Mary Newman

SUNDAY
Liberty Insurance

All-Treland Intermedinte
final replay; Cork v Meath:
Guulﬁmunﬂs. Limerick;

October 1, 1.30pm,
IT'S back to the drawing
board for Cork and Meath,
They play apaln on Sunday to
docide the destination of the
Liberty Insurance Intermedi-
wtee AL Ireland tie,

Three weeks 5 a long time
to wadt, consbdering it was the
only final that ended bevel, bt
the powers that be had a pro-
arranged replay date and
stuck to it

Cork threw away a groat
chanee 1o win the tile, aking
the lead nine minutes into the
socond-half, They faibed to add
o their tally, wilh scoreablo
chances going abegeing,

They will rue the four frecs
thiey hit wide in the closing
stages. Meath falled to score
fir fwenty two minutes in the
sreond-half, but grabbed an
equaliser oo minutes into in-
jury time.

There were many falking
points in that game, incleding
the referee’s tenddency to call
pliy back for simple frees and
Meath's lury that ahe blew for
fMall-time when they had a
chanes to grab a late winnoer
from play, The call was to pe-
nalise and isswe a red to
Cork player, Kaitlin Hickey,
with the game entering injury
time.

That decizion amazed
everybody in attendanoce. That
is now In the past, as we look
ahead to where oither side
meiy et the vital edge on Sun-
day,

Cork will nesd to tighten up
in defence and close down
Meath runners, as, last day
out, they cansed a bit of
bother.

Cork will have to take every
chames that comes thelr way,
Sloppy sheoting will be pun-
ishel, and. ag we saw lnst time
oul, they also need to gol fast
ball into their inside line,
which has the potentlal to
cause botler for the Meath de-
fenicn,

In delemee, Cork will have to
be clued-in. A lapse in coneen-
fration, one minute into the
second-half, was the turning
pﬁéqr:hlthu Iqsl!l dm'hﬂnl:l this
5 never have happesed,
nz Cork lozi whai lnn]-mﬂ_tkwn
simple ball in defonce. Meath
turned It over smartly, with
Kristina Troy racing through
ihe mibddie and firing the ball
into the ned,

This iz the third meeting of
these sides. In the round robin
sories, Meath were the only
team to defieat Cork, They did
it that day with three gonls, In
the final, Cork Hmited them ta
ane, Cork looked nerviis last
day out. Maybe with the game
oul of Croke Park, they will be
nrere relaxel,

Toadd the intermedinte tithe
to the senlor one is a huge in-
centivie, but are Cork good
enotgh to dodet? Yes. If their

m«nh = rlght. tho title iz
for thoe taking.

‘I'm playing no

bones about it *

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

TO play in an All-Ireland final is a
dream come true for any player.

Rigght now the kig priority for Cork
camogie intermediate full forward
Linda Collins is to be 0t for the Liberiy
Insurance All-Ireland Intermediate
final replay on Sunday In the Gaelic
Grounds in Limerick.

Thi Cc—ur-l:ei Rovers full forwird
suffered a broken finger 15 minutes
into the dravn Minal sgaknst Meath and
nivw it's a race against time to be rght
for Sunday.

“I went up for a ball that Caroline
Sugrue send in and as [ trfed to grab it 1
ot a glap across ibe hand.” Linda Col-
lins said.

“The ball half spilled away from me
but thankfully, Keeva MeCarthy pick-
ed it up and fired it over the bar.

“I'didn’t realige how bad it was and
af hall tme they sirapped it up but as
the second half went on I found it hard
to catch the ball.

I suppose with the adrenalin of the
pam ook no real aotice of it untll the
full time whisthe,

“On the Tuesday aflerwards, [ weni
to get it x-rayed and there were two
breaks in (1.

Callins Is & huge player for her club
Courcey Rovers and having to sit out
Eivcir meeting with counfy champlons
Innizcarra in lesl week's SE Systams
senior county championship was
heartbreaking for her,

T was gutted not to be able to play 1
fielt so had letting down the girls but [
knew there was no way 1 could poss.
ibdy play.

"I tried catching the ball the day be-
Fore aned it was just g0 sore [ conld not
cvien grasp it into my hand.

"But hopefully, with another 10 dayvs
ecovery added to i now 1 will be ok for
Sunday.

"It was awful to miss the game the
clubare just brilliant to us all and to be
injured for the champlonship was so
dizappolnting for me.'

Ins first come o prominence as
a young plaver with Courcey's under
age teams and her poténtial was
quickly spotted as she graduated to ihe
Cork U6 and then the minor's squads
and she quickly becamea plaver o
kewp i eve on.

Fast to the ball, her reacton time is
superh, and her movement, when in
poszession, makes her & hand Tall for
any defendoer,

Sly has a wonderful eve for goal and
tmee is possesgion is very hard to stop
moving at lightning s she has a
fast and decelvingly fast and skilful
burst of speed,

Linda is no stranger to All-Treland
finals going the distance despite Hning
oul in fonr All-Treland finals and six
really if you factor in the replay of the
Minor replays of 2013 and 2014

The big prize £till has alluded her.

"W got to the All-Ireland minor fin-
als in 2013 and 2014 and both ended in
draws and we bost the rﬂhq Hilkeniny

in 2013 and then Limerick in 2004,
"5340, hopefully, now Sunday will bea
different story,”

A lot of the players who featured on
those minor teams of 2013 and 2014 are
still team mates with the minor can.
taln of 313 Laaren Callanan, Hultl&
Hickey. Rachel 0" Shea and Amy Lee
all part of the Cork Intermediate side

Cork’s Linda Colfins of Cark during the Liberty
Park. She isin a race to be fit for the replay,

el

Linda Collins: A huge break for her dub and

that will be battling to overcame
Miath on Sunday.,

Linda is a third-year student in
Miry 1 im Limerick but she began her
-l:nmnfin in Ballinaspittal Matlonal
school where along with most of her
classmates she to join the local eamo-
gie club.

= My sister Therese had played a bit
of camogic and my brother Liam
played with the club but other than
that we would have had no real back-
groud in ihe GAA

“I really only went along with all the
other but T quickly realised just how
;rnjq?'ah[-n it was and I really Love play-

ng.

Despite the family having ne real
connections in the game, Linda's mum
Gorabdine is now wery much invelved
aunnd i 8 member of the clubs senkor se-
lections committes and also acts as g
delegate to the connty board,

“1 suppose she just got dr&fhg:d
along with us driving here and there

bt she loves the Involvement so it s
great.”

Looking ahead do Sunday and her
batthe bo b in the starting line out ghe
i= determined not 1o miss out.

“It's In a splint now thres weeks and
overy day it is getting better.

*I am determined to play and sure
fellas have played with broken fingers
bofare so sure it will be grand.” and
after a brief pause .., she zays “Hope-
fuully™ with a laugh.

Looking back on the final three
weeks ago Linda feels the occasion
may have got to Cork,

“I think despite most of us having
been there last year and knowing what
toexpect we were still very nervoas,

“Having lost 1o Kilkenny in 2008 the
fear factor was still there a Hitle bit.

“This time ot [ think wewill have ta
have more confidence In our own abil.

1y.
“Ithink maybe the day pot to a few of
Lz, we also allowed ourselves to be bul-

mm?.ﬂu is determined to line aut in n-
Play against Meath, despite breaking two bones in her finger,

Insurance All-treland intermediate Camogie Championship final against Meath at Croke
Pictuze: Piaras 0 Midheach/Spontsfile

@@| was gutted not
to be able to play |
felt so bad letting
down the girls but |
knew there was no
way | could possibly

play

lied & bit we need to stand up now and
be counted and now allow them dictate
neatters,

“We cannot stand back and allow
them come at ws we have 1o 2o out and
win 1t.”

Speaking bo Linda one gets the sense
that she is focsised and determined this
one ks not going to slip awy,

To many times she has stood and
watches as other teams climbed the
steps to collect the big prize and having
tasted succoss earlier this vear as Cork
took the Division 2 National league
title the determination is there o fin.
ish the job,

ﬂ;llghﬂih 1;:'_0 the only team tl:i: bave de-!
U this year =i really it §s ve
muech Ln odir own hands, t':l-"

“If we want it badly enough we will
have to produce the goods on Sunday,”

With the Emﬂl and determination
being showm ma%ﬁm
one thinks this Cork side ot Inck
meotivation, i



Priche of the west: Enniskeane's
Dvla Croninwoen the player of

the

mabch asward in the reces

iJi’-"EH.:.' Insurance senio
gie champlionship final
Kilkenmy in Crode Pack,

‘My midfield partner at Ul2,

Niall Kelleher, ran the show’

It's been a busy few weeks for Cork camogie star Orla Cronin,
named player of the match in the All-Ireland senior final win.

Pausing for a moment we caught up with the Enniskeane ace

Kieran McCarthy (KMC):
Three All-Irelands in four
seasons, and you're still 21,
can you get your head around
that?

Orla Cronin (OC): It's crazy
alright. I've been very lucky.
The first two years were almast
like a dream because | almost
knew nothing other than sue-
cess with Cork. After losing the
2016 final, you remember that
you need to appreciate the good
days as they can be aken from
you far oo easily. So winning
this September again was the
sweetest feeling.

KMC: Apart from meeting
Marty Morrissey at the after-
match function, what was the
highlight of the celebrations?

OC: The week was just a con-
stant high but Inniscarma onthe
Monday night was a great laugh.
There wasalmost as big o home
coming down there as there was
on the Mall. You can never beat
i =easion out in the oountry.
Ballyanly and The Wayside Inn
exceeded all expectations!

KMC: Sticking with Mar-
ty for a moment, he's well-
grogmed at the worst of times
- bt which of you Cork team-
rrate’s fashion sense leaves a
ot to be desired?

OC: Hannoh Looney's, noth-
ing short of floral and printed
pieces: She's even admitted she
ol set up her own [ashion
ine called Not Real Cloghing!

FAC: You roomed with Me-
abh Cahalane the night before
the All-Ireland, what did you
do to stay relaxed?

OC: It's easy to stay relaxed
around Meabh, she's the most
lax person you could meet! But
in a good way. I suppose the
twi of us wouldn't be great for
being organised too early or
anything, so between getting
our gear rexdy for the next day
and just general procrastina-
tion, the time seems to pass

quickly enciigh;

KMC: The best way to stay
relaxed before a big game?

OC: [ think everyone has dif-
ferent ways o deal with how
they're feeling before a game,
Some people like to keep busy
to avosd over-thinking it, others
justlike to keep to themselves. |
Just hike to focus on what I'll eat
and drind and make sure [ have
all myy genrfkit righe, etc, Music
then is obviously great too for
thie Bas jourmeys.

EMC: Funniest moment of
this year?

OC: There are loads of them
bur one in particular would
have been Liam O'Rellly’s se5-
sions up in the indoor astro hall
in Na Piarsaigh ot the stare of
the year, Doing all sorts of ba-
zarre - but tough - exercises
with the likes of Bon Jovi blar-
ing in the background. It may
not have been that funny at the
fime but looking back ar i mow
it'd make you laugh!

BMC: You like your music,
5o if you could have picked
any tune to play in the dress-
ing-room afterwards, what
wintild vou chose?

OC: Funnily enough, | had
the oty of picking munes for the
All-Ireland final weekend, 5o
the first one 1 had plaving in the
dressing room after we wan
was You Want Me by Tom Zan-
etti. Whar a mune!

KMC: Sticking to the mu-
sic theme so, and secing as
you work in the Opera House
part-time, what's your fa-
vourite musical (and why)?

C: Les Miscrables. Ir's a
goodic = patriotic and all that,

KMC: Switching the spot-
light back to camogie, what
was the difference between
Orla Cronin 2006 and this
year's version?

OC: This year I'm a more
confident, fitter player. When
you're confident in the work
you've done and have the be-
lief, it’s a lot easier 1o play with
freedom and express vourself
and thankfully things wentwell

KMC: You might have
missed this, but Miall Lom-
bard said on Twitter that he
can se¢ now why you started
ahead of him an U12 level with
5t Mary's. Miall aside, who

‘Funnily enough, I had the job of picking tunes for
the All-Ireland final weekend, so the first one | had

playing in the dressing

room after we won was You

Want Me by Tom Zanetti. What a tune!’

was the best local underage
player vou played with?

OC: My midfield partner at
U12, Niall Kelleher, used o run
thee show for us!

KMC: You've o county
intermediate final for En-
niskeane coming up - against
Newcestown on October Tih,
But what was your favourite
game for Enniskeane?

OC: Lwouldn't be able to pin-
point any one pame but 2013,

year we won the junior A
county, would stand out. We
also had some tough encoun-
ters with the likes of Newces-
town, Kilbrircain and Clon that
year in West Cork competitions
and did well when we were ata
lower grade than them, Those
games really stood to us in the
years that followed.

EMC: Any plans afoot 1o
bring the O'Duffy Cup back
to Enniskeane in the coming
weeks?

OC: Nothing set In stone yet
but hopefully there'll be a week-
end where it will pay a visit 1o
Cookies again, We might tie
it in with a weekend to Libby
(Coppinger)'s part of the coun-
try, Realkill,

EMC: Finally, il vou eould
bring one former Cork player
outof retirement to play with,
who would it be?

O Jenny OFLeary. | played
with her briefly in 2004 and just
from watching then, her work
¢thic and aminode was 20 admi-
rable. She's sull fir as a fiddle
and would be such an assef 1o
Iy e,

| physical

'Favourites
Killeaghwill
face test
from Glen

CAMOGIE

u Linda Mellerick

TONIGHT

SE Systems Cork Senior Ca-
mogic Championship
quarter final: Glen Rovers v
KEilleagh Carrigiwoehill,
7. 30pam

THE first of the sendor camo-
gie quarter-finals takes place
this evening when Killeagh
and Glen Rovers take to tho
fiald In Carrigtwohill,

Killeagh head inte this
gitme &s favourites against a
Glen Rovers side back at son-
lor status this past four vears
and winning thelr first cham-
plonship game in the losars
round against Ballvgarvan re-
I-'l::lvrh-'. i ;

Aira Troeacy s a key fiFarn
i this Killeagh side and ﬁ'hl:
her recent All-Ireland cham.
pionship colleagues Hannakh
Looney and Chloe Sigerson in
addition to Leah McEvoy, they
have the househald names,

Killeagh will however be
without Njiamh Ni Chaoimh
who beft yesterday for a teach-
ng post in Dubai, a position
she put on hold & number of
times due to Cork's Intermedi-
ate Champbonship run,

The Killeagh panel ian't just;
aboet thedr Cork players,

Thiry had a very impressive
cpening round victory againsd
Coureey Rovers, a skibe who on
their day can make matters
toargh for thelr apponents,

Killeagh hurled wiih
hunger apd were strong in all
sectors. It will take a balanced
side to overtake the Glen as
they too are balanced
throughout, Hannah Loonoy
will take stopping at full for-
watrd if she 13 fetl enough.

Eelly Falvey may hold tlai
full back spot but don't be sur-
prised if the city selectors opt
to place Hannah's Cork col-
league Leanne O°Sullivan at
number 3,

Glen Rovers” win ever Ral-
Iygarvan will have done a log
ferr the confidence of the Glen

Irls who have come agonis-
ngly close in the past few
years of getting champlonship
wins but never coubd get over
the line,

The monkey is off their
back now and they should
play with more froedom and
enjayment. They won't fear
thelr opponents.

H:Itemilz are always strong

¥ and the Glen will
nedl o match that.

They are slight in certain

| posttons bat at the same time

passess good Speed and they'll
have to play to those strongiis
and not let the game jget
crovidled if they hope to come
sk o Iagr.

The Glen have two games
trhing them, their most re-
cent against Ballygarvan
under three woeks ago. Kill-
cagh on the ather hand,
haven't played since July 24.

That may or may not make,
a difference but they'll be glad
to be back in the thick of
"*L‘;‘,‘ff vagh go b

magh o 1o the gameas

favouerites but this game could'

I‘.i-.-_ nklnt closer than pr_-uplu‘
ink.

Rebel O’Shea hoping to end season with dream double

All-Ireland intermediate
camogle final replay

Cark v Meath, Sunday, 130pm,
Gaslic Grounds, Limerick

Daragh O'Conchuir

wWith Caork reaching both the
intermediate and senfor
dieciders of the All-Ireland
Champlonships this yvear, the
upr:rl]?:h; has invariably
copired on Poidie Murriy as
manager of both leams.

Oin each occasion, there

hawe beety plagers invalved in
the two games as well, how-
ever. On September 10, Rachel
("Shea was one of thoss
Thoeugl still a teenager,
(rShea was a key operator as
the Rebela” socond team mda
it to Croke Park 12 months
ago, scoring six points In e
semi-final win over Laoeds and
shooting four In the agonksing
one-point defieat to Kilkenny
that left her i Noods of tears.
She had done enough to
warrnnt an introduction mtl:'!E-
sentor squad for this year's

Wational League, however, o
give lver-a glimpse of what that
environment waz like, In the
rreantime, she propelled Caorl
to the Division 2 thtle, giving a
player-of-the-match perform-
ance in the [inal by scoring six
points in the defeat of Derry

She was ailso a eentral fig-
ure three wWeeks Apo 2coring
thiroe pointa in the intermedi-
ale showplece Cork looked
destined to win before being
reclid 0 by & stunning late
Meath surge. When the final
whistie blow, O°Shea headed

to the senior dressing room
which was counting down to
thelr final apainst Kilkenny. Ti
meant she had little time to
dhwell on the what ifs, huts,
and maybes of the previous 75
mipues at Croke Fark

“Tt's an honour to beon bolh
paneds,” savs the 20-yeand-alkl
from Carrigaline. " Afer the
match, I just went into the
dressing roon. 1 gathered my-
self first bocauso you have to
remember vou're going inbo n
dressing room whers thow
haven't oven mono st onto the

plich yet, You have o be posi-
tive. 1t has to be vou came in
and nothing has happened
arwd fociis for that mateh,™

I e 0f the most dramastic
finals of the modern ern, Cork
snatched victory thanks to
Julia White*s winner in the
shxth minute of injury time.
But ©'Shea foundd it hard o
celabrate, "My focus agaln
{(afier the senlor final) was
siraight mway on the next
pame, getting the mentality
right, resting up, geiling
hydrated after the match, We

have anodler shot, wa hasvent
lost It, =0 100% I was foctsed
on that, not on celebrating.

The third-vear recrealion
mnel leisure mankgoment siu-
dept at Cork 1T is acoentual-
ing the positives ag ghe looks
forward to Sumday’s replay ot
the Gaelic Gronnds, “We're
gweh a close-knil teany, we got
on very well. 18%s another thiss:
weaks with your best friends,
back to what we love doing.
wig'll have loads of time b (o
welmier o rost i S0 we're de-
klgghted b Db b



Camogie

Linda
Mellerick

s attendance at the
Ladies Football final was a great
occasion for women's sport.

LAST Sunday’

It clowsm't matier that it was ladies
foatball and mir own aport ks currently
trabling behind in tle same regard. For
women in sport, |t was a great occa-
sion, To have close to 50,000 at the
game was fantastic,

The rise of ladbes® football has been
incredible, And as 've sald before,
Cork have plaved a more than signifl-
cant role in that, But a lot of credit
mtst alse go to thelr association and
the magnificent sponsors they have se-
cured over the vears, Lld] has been
worlth jis welght In godd. Dutabde of the
maoasey piunped In, Inevery store you’ll
mglcrr:n sdarli. o

purt needs maoney o grow. at
what sponzorship has done for Dublin
foatball. But it's not just about pump-
ing momey in. How thal money §2 spent
is critical and Dublin have got it eight,
How Lidl kas Invested thelr money is
paving dividends already. Because
they're not just pumpling 1t into mar-
keting, they're pumplng It Into the
growth of the game natlonwide at
grassroots level.

How many new young playvers
travelled to Croke Park thiz vear for
the first time I wonder? Young plavers
with stars In thelr eyes. Would 1 just
love camogie to get those soris of at-
tendances? Absolutely. Bat
love to spe our female Irish rughy
team, our International soccer team
and any other female sports get them
o,

Sp why aren't those sporis getting
such erowds? -’_':nmaﬁin:- is my sport so0
I'll concentrate on that. Camogie witl
possibly never get the attendanoces thai
Ladies Football enjoy, primarily be-
caiuse it's spread isn't as wide, Like our
male counterparts, foothall i played
in more costntles and by and barge foot-
ball championship games throughout
the soason enjoy greater attendinces
than hurling. It isn't wreltten about
rogularly but it I= noted, Every now
and agxin hurling pundiis will worry
about the decline of hurling and are
Jumping out of thelr seats when their
championship witnesses a really gpood
segson, 45 in 2017,

Undeubtedly Dublin brought o huge
crowd to Croke Park Inst Sunday,
They love their fooiball. The fact that
the Al lreland champlons of the week
birfore were also in altendanoe is sure
to boost the girls’ fellowing even
furiher. If those local heroes think the
gaume ks worth watching, ihen you can
Isix st §6°11 henve a8 knock-on effect.

I wonder il the Dublin camogie
plavers were in the AllTreland finad
wonthd 2 many have made the ofTort.
Probably not as huring takes second
place kn Dublin. Hurdlng caomes fest in
the likes of Kilkenny, Tipperary, Gal-
winy', Wexford and Cork. But they don’t

all travel indsieh numbers, Dub-
1in foothall in Cro ik will always
draw bl crowils but I womber iF Corlk

andd T mat in the All-Ireland
::amn-gée final in Pidre U1 Chaoimh

ually Id .

" e,

Cork’s Finola

=l Ll

Katelyn Hickey Tl?trmlm against Aine

Ireland is tomornaw in the Gaelic Grounds.

what the atterdanos wounld be.

It's e as i camogie docsn | capiure
the nation’s interest. Certainly, Cork
and Kilkenny did this year., Over
00,000 people tuned into watch it - an-
other record,

People just don't zeem o make the
efToft o travval in slgnificant numbers,
And it all depends on who is playing. In
2007 over 30,000 attendesd the camopie
Minal betweon Cork and WexTord.

That was huge at the time and I'm
sure was probably a female European
recardd toe, But that was because Wex-
Forel wree imvodvesd @nd they browrht a
huge crowd. That attendance figure
hasn't been seon since.

TG4 has done wonders for ladies’
foathall - broadeasting games along
with “look back’ moments and inter-
views all year round. There are so
many games shown that even 7 some
are poeor, it dessn't matier becaiss
overall the bevel of competition is kgl

i <

Keogh. The replay of the intermediate
Picture: Piaras () Midheach/Sportsfile

and games are close. Camogle turned
down TG4s offer of televised games
years ago. Mo polnt In regrets there
and ji's great news that they are tele-
vising the intermediate final tomor-
row,

In recent times we have had a couple
of apporiunities o year (o showcase
our gamde on TV amd peopbe™s percep-
ton of the game is determined by those
b voirs, Thiree people told me thoy
switched the Intermesdiate final off this

rear within 10 minutes because the
recs frustrated them so much, Only
ope of them tuned back in for the sen-
for final, In that group we lost 65.67%
viewership, Would they travel to a
Eime?

Senlor camogie doosn't have ns
many compelitive games. If they are
there, it's mostly between the weakor
countles. There are fen countics play-
ing sendor eamogle and the gap be-
baeon Cork, Killkenny, Galway and the

amogie lags
ehind footbhall

.‘1-
e —a 5 iy
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Neville with Megan Thynne of Meath in the intermediate All-Ireland final draw in Croke Park back in early September.

Ficture: INPHO, Gary Carr

money into the sport
at the right level
because we don't
have sponsors with

deep poc kets,,,

athers iz significant. Yes, Dublin had a
reat season but they weren't All Ire-
d confenders, Cork had +50 points
scoring difference over their neanest
rival in the group stages. By and large
tive standard of senior inter-county ci-
moge his dropmed.

We aren't pumping money into the
sport at the right level because we
tlon 't have sponsors with doep pockots.
atarting off, camogie can be frustrat-
ing. For that reason, we need to find
initintives to keep kids playing. to find
that element of enjoyment for them at
the ontset. We nead a better inter-
erunty/clib balance. Ye need o mass-
ive shift in the rules and a betier stan-
dard of refereaing.

We need a massive marketing drive
all vear reund. not just for two weeks
in September. Our players need to e
recognized walking down the street.,
Because of the helmet/ faceguard, we
nired bo wark harder to achieve that.

foruma
exating

day out

B Mary Newman

THE GAA has put out a call to
voung playvers, female and
male aged between 12 to 21,
wha would ke to attend the
free GAA youth forum, sup-
ported by Sky Sports.

It is open to anyone who
waourld you like ta improve
their performanos as a player,
like to learn how fo balance
the demands of study and
sport, or would you like to get
inside the minds of some of the
top inter-county players in the
Couniry.

The GAA youth Torum is de-
gigned by young plavers for
young players and it will be
fun and informative with a
% of interactive exhibitions,
worksheps, high profile
speakers, and a guestion and
answer session.

There will be workshops de-
signed for three specific ape-
grades — 12 4o 15, 16 to 18, and
19 1o 21 — and the intention iz
that players will leave the
forum having leamed invalu-
able tips that will help them
davelop as a plaver and as a

%wm be a number of
activities at the forum includ-
ing exhibition zone, where
there will be cveryihing from
ring healthy Tunches to
h il and repair, i
Diarmuid Lyng will open
the forum with the assistance,
of muzicians from Rhythm
ation.
orkzhops with expert
coaches an plaf:.'m will ad-
dress a range of lssues from

fueLI:Ingfe Fanoe o njury
revention and recovery, to

uggling the demands in a
voung player’s life. Lunch-
time laughs with Rory's
Stories where Rory O°Connor
will bring characters to life in
an interactive comedy gig.

The questions and answers
sezsion will include a range of
experis and high-profile
players answering the young
atiendees” gquestions on a
nuanber of toplcs,

115:_'1; will enstire that all in
attendance keep their enegﬁ
lewils high and evervbody
enjoy the bost Croke Park has
o offer all for free.

The forum takes place on
Saturday, Octobar 28 and any-
body intending to attend is
reminded to zﬁp!y tiekly as
it iz envisaged It will fill up
fnst with 600 delegate places
available. The enline appli-
cation process (2 now open at
hitpes Mwwew. gaaie/my-gaa’
getting-invelved/gaa-youth

There are two ways to
apply: A young player can
complete an individual appli-
catbon form online and ident-
ifv an adult in their club who
endorses their application or
online application by a club:
oF & elub can complete an ap-
plication form to nominate
¥oung players from the chub o g
attend the forum, a maximum
of four players per club,

The closing date for appli-
cations s Friday, October &,

be informed

and suceessiul will
Friday,
October 2. o



Camogie
S making

ItS mark
abroad
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CAMOGIE continues to grow,
as overseas clubs become
sironger.

We are seeing second-gener-
ation young girls taking up the
game in the USA, Britain,
Dubai and Azla and a lot of
theze youngsiers are children
of girls who woubd have emi-
grated and continued to play
in thelr new surroundings

Mow these girls have made
permanent homes n these
countries and they are begin-
ning to set up camogle for
their daughiers and they, in
tuen., are bringing alon
friends, some of whom wou
have no Irish connections,

Middle Eastern clubs in-
clude the Duobai Celts, Al Aln
and in Britain clubs such as
Tara, Wolfe Tones, Fullen
Gaels, Brother Pearses.
Tomas McCurtain’s, Erin Go
Brath, Green Isie, John bMit-
chells, and Fr Murphy's are
continuing to prosper.

Through the Irish and UAE
pEmbazsies, Grellc pames have
been adapied into PE lessons
jin schools and in Ontario, Ca-
nedi, similar work has Gaelic
games on the curriculum.
something which is sadly
packing In a lot of our own
achools.

In the final of the All Britsh
Junior Champlonship, Fullen
Gaels, based in Manchester,
overcame Wolfe Tones, who
are based in Liverposd, on 511
o 43 sconeline.

On the Fullen Gaels sida
wis Cork intermediate player
Sarah Fahy, who is based in
Manchester where sha is
shnd yving mursing.

Having transferred from
her native Douglas to Fullen
Gaels in recent months, she is
continuing to play and enjoy
camogle and commuting
home at weeKends as Cork
prepare for tomarrow's All-
Ireland replay with Meath.

A% the British Camogie As-
soclation contlnues to pro-
mode the game to the younger
generation, the Hirl with Me
programme hies begun in ear-
nest as the work (o gét more
youngsters invalved and play-
ing captinues in every club.

The programme aims to
support the development of
the nnderage clibs and fs
being rolled out in conjunc-
tion with Britain Camogic De-
velopment Officer, Michelle
Maher. The aim of the pro-
gramme ls to give parents,
ANy of whom have never
played hurling or camogie, the
opportumnity to learn the basic
skiils of the game in a fun and
supportive environmens

The parents will then have
the skills and, in turn, can

ypractice with their danghters,
increasing the enjoyment for
the ehild and incloding the
parents in understanding the
BT

Long term, it is hoped this
may be the first stop in ITGT'
ents becoming more involved
in the clah throngh cosching,
an officer rale or as a player
with the adult section of the
clibes,
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Aoife Murray, Cloughduy and Cork Camogie receiving the Muskerry GAA/Auld Triangle Sports Award for August from Stephen O'Leary in the presence of members of her family.

U16 schedule is
moving along well

Pieckune; kil Englis}

AS the U6& champlonships continue in
all grades, things are moving along
nicely

A ot of clubs are also thed up in U4
and miner champbonships while many
wottld have their 16-year-olds playing
at senjor, intermediate and junior lo-
vels. For the clubs siill remaining in
any of these competitions lis very
mitich all s¥stems 2o

For clubs with Hghts, they have an
advantage as the evenings are getting
dark early and many girls are In super-
vised study uneil late,

Clubs are golng at full speed to try
and get evervthing played. Mid-tarm
break is also looming and this is a time
when many clubs find it difficule o
field teams., :

A look at the games in the backdeor

= Mary Newman

of tha 716 A grade shows Ballincollig
recording a victory over Ballinhazslg
o gt back (nto the mix,

Hallincollig. who got over Ballinhas-
sig in their losers roand game, will
take on Aghada with the winners
mecling Glen Rovers in the quarber-
final. Eire Og bounced back after kos-
ing their opening round to defeat Brido
Rovers 3.1 o0 27,

Courcey Rovers overcame Kilbrii-
tan Timoleague, 5-7 1o 2-3, while Char-
feville knocked out Mewcostown, 2-10
to 0-7. Inniscarra had a victory over
Aghnbulbogue.

Eire Og will now face Ballinora,
Courcey Rovers and Ballygarvan are
st to meet in Ballygarvan, Charleville
have a home venue for their mesting
with Enniskeane, while St Finbarr's
traved to Carrigaline on Momday night
at Tpm, Sarsficlds host Blackrock
today at thlm:

In the U16 B Champlonship, Inndse-
arma’s second team weno too strong for
Cobh, Blarney defeated Douglas, and
Banteer overcame B Si0WH.

Round two will see Inniscarra 2
travelling to Youghal, Blarney hosting
slinbh Run, Barryroe hisd (o Banteer
and Brian Dillon’s will host Fr
' Heill's today at Zpm.

Na Piarsaigh and Cloughduy will
meet Inone quarter-final white Kill-
eagh have already secured thelr place

in the semi-final as they edged out
Baltinascarthy, 4-4 to 36

In the U16 C Champlonship. Mill-
strect defeated Korry slde Canseway,
546 to 2-2, Tracton overcame Water-
grashill 6-6 to 1-1, Dungourney had a
win over Castledyons. 22 to -1

The remalning games in the back-
door to be played will see Rockbidn
hosting Memo next Wednesday &t 6pm,
while 5t Fanahan s amd Midlsfon were
fixed to meat kast nighi.

The guarter-finals have Buitevant
hosting Millstreet today, Dungourney
will take on Erin™s Qwn in Caheriag,
Tracton will host Castlemartyr, Gren-
agh travel to St Cathering’s on Cctober
6 al 6.45pm. Clonakilty have alremly
secired their semi-final place with a
4-0 80 120w ower Klbree,

Neighbours set to meet in intermediate title clash

THIS weekend is & guiet one with ong senior cham-
plonship game taday as all thoughts are on the Inter-
mediate All-Ireland replay, but pext weelkend it is all
systems o as championships continue,

It will be the clash of netghbours as Enniskeane
and Meweestown battle it out for the SE Systems In-
termediate title on Saturday next in Brinny at Zpm.

Many of the players are divisional colleages with
Carbery and will line out side by side 24 hours later
as the divisional 2ide take on 54 Catherine's in the
Senior Champlonship quarter-final -k

Enniskeane have battied hard to capiure this titke
bt it has continued to elado them. They took the
junior title kn 2013 and have worked hard since then
to take the next stop Last vear they renched the final
only to lost out to Blackrock, who defeated Newees-
town in the semi-fnal. The sides have met twlce al-
ready this vear Newcestown took the league title
with a 214 to 1-8 victory, in the round robin serfes in

CAMDGIE
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championship Enniskeane had a 446 to 1-11 victory,
but next Safucday is the one [hr:!.' bath want.

Meweestown re-graded (n 2005 to junior A and
blazed a trall of glory o capiure the league and
championship titles that year they have n strong
underage structure in place and the wining of the
Minor A lesgue title (o add fo the Intermediate
leage crown has been a huge boost to the club.

Captained by Frances Deasy they have strong
players in Coletle Desmond, Suzanne Deasy and Eve-
Iym Crowley, Alkshling O'Donovan angd Maeve Lymeh,
John Cronin who enjoeyved huge success with Cork
and Cloughduy is part of thelr brckroom team that
alza includes Conor Condon, Sean Twomey, Finbarr
O'Callaghan andd Edsa O°Sulkivan.

Enniskeane have also enjoyed huge underige so-
cess in recent years and they ane also pulting in tre-
mendons work st all levels.

Enniskeane will look to Playver of the Match in the
All-Irelamdd final Orla Cronin top lead the way and
she will get plenty of support from captain Oral
Coughlan, Sindéad Hurley, Cabtlin O Donovan, Sindad
Curtin Danlelle Carroll and Slobhan O Driscell,

They will be minus the services of Claire O°'Ma-
hony, whe has recently pone travelling. All season
sha has been oatstanding the Ennisheane defence
and she will be a huge bpas to the side.

Thelr back room consiats of Brian Daly, Dantel
Crondn, Dermod Cartin, Humphrey Crondn and form-
or Kilkenny senior star Elaine H.E{'IH’:’IH] who {5 now
resident in Enniskeane but i3 still playing her club
camoghe at home in Klkenny.

It promises to be o great occaslon as both sides
battle foor the title.



Cork fail to ignite as

A big day
when too
many big
players
just didn't
perform

CORK can have no complaints from the Gaelle
Grounds vesterdoy after a display they"d
rather forget.

I'm not going to hold back here, It wasa very
poor Cork performance. Our play was serappy
and dispoeintel. We had no lenders whatsodver,
Seven scores in an All-Ireland final; two from
play, and sutzcored nine points to two from the
18th minute — what otlier way was the out-
conmie going fo go? .

What is really frustrating me is how we left
50 MmNy players that were clearly und e
forming on the pitch, Making a couple of token
substitutes coming up to foll thime wasn't Lo |
enough. We had 11 players sitting on the
bench. | know some of those plavers, t wWire
Eun:!{' worth a run when it was clear that we
were Hving off scraps,

We were jittery and poor all over the fizlsl
Particularly in the second half. Foar halls in a
mwl{ﬁslinn"l‘m;.- I:Imknd out of the shy from
our puckouts. We lost almost cVery puckout,
Amy Gaffney ran riot, deservedly being nasmed
plaver of the match,

We went 26 minutes without scoring and
then only struck two further frees. We wondor.
ed at half-time, after enjoving a strong wind, if
the H;Wmiﬂi: advantage was golng to be
enough.

Of eotirse. you would sugeest it wasn't but
Meath weren't sefting the world alight oither
and we were still expecting Cork to up their
game. There was little crizgp hurling from
either shde,

Meath were tapping the ball to each other
from about Iyards, trying to edge themselves
closer o to got a strike in. Against the
wind maybe they conld be forgiven for tiat ape
proach but it was evident that their striking
wasn't the best, They got st r as the game
went on and the two Amy Gaffnoy points
which put Meath in the driving seat entering
the closing stages were top clnss.

Thl!'{tmt' was clustered around the middle
of the field as Meath opted to play ot i thad
sectitm and Cork went player for plaver. There
were plenty of melees in the oponing half.
Meath challenged hard but Cork stood SLrang
and came out on top in a lot of them,

But in the second half Meath won that ser-
tion hands down and we continsed to feed the
clustor,

Cork led 0-3 to no score after five minutos
and looked o be taking the game to Meath with
a strong wind supporting them, But their
rhythm fwded and with it any real scoring op-
partunity. The only goal chanee wir had, and fi
wig only a half chance, was on 46 minutes
when Linda Colling's shot went across the goal
and wide,

Keeva MeCarthy started Brilliantly witl
placed balls, seoring !hi‘ei:i%-} the opening

Meath's Cheyenne O'Brien with Caroline Sugrue of
Cork battle it out, Picture:INPHOVTommy Dickson

Match analysis

Mellerick

quarter, each one impressive as she calmly
1ok her time, Her luck ran out however for the
remainder of the half with three wides, the
wind hard te judge. Cork had double the Meath
wide count with six Inside those opening 40
minutes ;

The game was scrappy and the standard was
poor. The free count ended up around the 40
mark. Five bookings took place early on. Laur-
on Callanan's and Aoife Minogue's were harsh
but while the free count was onee aaln too
high there can be no complaints from Cork.

Iny Fact, they were fortunate that John Der-
mody ruled that Jane Dolan fell too easily in
the square and made no attempt to lay the
ball on 30 minutes when a penalty could 5o e
sily have boen awarded.

You mist give Meath credit for thelr socomnd.
half performancs, For too long we continued to
Eu;i: the ball an of Troy who was master-

I. Meath hunted every ball as the gamo
moved closer to full time. Their boliaf Erew,
And unquestionably they were the better team
and deservixd thelr vi 7

When we had the wind, we failed o capita-
lise but a lot more than that contributed to
Cork's downfall. We too were guilty of passing
the ball to a plaver only feet away when the
better option was to switch and spread the

play.

1t's thee second All-Ireland defieat in 2 row for
this group of players, thought we'd sop better
from them vesterday,

Big players play on big days and we didn't
have any. 1 had mentioned after the drawn
game that Meath had impressed me in paiches
and that Cork would need to show U second
time around. They didn’t show up and once
again hMesth’s secomi lall was their strongest

The camogie association undoubiediy are
thrilled that Meath took the title and thore's
nothing wrong with that. That win will do a lot
for Meaih,

For Cork, they won the 2017 league and if
any positive at all = to be taken from yuster-
day’s defeat it's that this team will wlay to-
Bether for next year and wear the Cork salours
:J?EEIIHHM they won they would have been fn-

i}

,'r'nﬂ iton’t porform on tha big day vou'|l
have plenty of regrols and both playvers amd
mEnagenset will have a bot of them ihisafor-
1o,

{wh’.lnmﬂu .. . I'n- .. nl‘s Mrlﬁﬂtjﬁﬁu
Allkeland ntermedints MP"! mnpmpmmqmmaﬂkmmmm.
Picture-inpha/Tommy Dickses

Cerk’s Rachel 0'Shea is dejected after the game.
Picture: INPHO Tommy Dickson

Story of the Game |

Player of the Match: Two  her side’s 10.and this desory-
players stiood cut. Both from  ingly earned her Flayer OF
the newly crowned cham-  The Match.
plons Meath. Kristina Troy Score OF the Match:
and Amy Gaffney were Amy Gaffhey's point which
fuparh: stretched their o thnee
Troy won huge possession  points with five minutes re-
45 sha plucked and drove maining, winning pos-
ball after ball out of the alr  session she raced throteh
to her inside line. Amy Gaff-  the middle and shownd gret
ney took the game to Cork  skill and determination hit-
scoring four polnts out of  ting over a clagsy and eru-

Meath's Claire Coffey lifts the trophy.
Picture: INPHOTommy Dicksor

cial point at & stage in the

Turning Point: With 14
minutes remaining and the
game lovel, Cork missed a
chance of a goal. Linda Col-
lins did everything right as
she evaded her marker and

#ot behind the Meat
fenmce hug mﬁ
aCross
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Meath claim title

ork's Miamh Ni Chacimh batties with Fia 0'Brien of Meath during their Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Intermediate Camogie Champiorship final replay at the Gaelic Grounds.,

CAMOGIE

1eath
ark

0 GUESTION about it this time
round, as Meath claimed the Liberty
1surance All-Treland Intermediate
the in Gaelic Grounds Limerick yes-
tilay in a roplay that failed o ignite
In truth, it was a bad game and
ork's fatlure to score from the 16th
inute of the opening half, despite
aving the aid of the strong wind, ks a
flection on thelr performance,

Cork can have little complaints as
me and time again they failed 1o win
yeir own puck outs, with Kristina
roy allowed pluck the ball out of the
r unchallenged on numerous occa-
ons. With the game slipping away
ol them they continued to play ball
to crowded areas and never availed
the space where they may just have
wl the little bt of extra pace on the
eith defence.

Cork started well with Keeva
cCarthy pointing two frees in the
st and third minute and with Caro-
1 Sugrue painting from piay Cork
i opened up a three polnt lemd before
ne Dolan had Meath's opening score
inting a free.

0=-10
-7

B Mary Newman

Added by the gaclforee wind in the
opening half Cork failed to avail of
their advantage as the Meath defence
closed them down, chasing in packs,
and never allowing them any space to
get queality ball o their forwands,

Keeva McCarthy oxtended the lead,
pointing a free. and with Kaitlin
Hickey adding another Cork led 0-5 to
0-1 entering the second guarter. But
for the remainder of the half Cork
failed to add to thekr tally and il was
Meath that made all the running. the
excellent Amy Galfney pointed and as
they continued to win vital breaks
they had Caple imnder pressare,

Marrowed

aJane Dalan narmowed the gap with a
pointed free and Mesth were infuri-
ated when their claim for a penaliy
was overriled and & firee out awarded
when Dolan beaked to hass baon in, but
it was Meath that went to the dressing
rooms at the break happlerdespite
trailing by twao points 0-5 to 0-3.

-

Y

On the reaumplion Meath were fast
out of the traps as the applicad hugo
ressure am harded the Cork de-
1o Winning break after break they
wers quickly on level terms, Amy Gaff-
ney hitting & point from play as she
showed tremendous pace before
swinging the ball betwoen the posts.
Twice they won frees but were nar-
rowly wide before Jane Dolan found
the range and pointed a firee and it was
BAmIE ofl.

Keeva MeCarthy edged Cork back in
froat with a pointed free but from the
puck-out Meath won eaxlon and
won i free, which Jane Dolan duly con-
vert. It remained deadlocked.

Cork lost a glorlous eppariunity fo
grab a goal with 14 minutes remaknkng
when Linda Collins evaded her marker
bart sent her attempt across the face of
the goal and wide. -

Struggling to get any real guality
ball to thelr inside ling, Cork were In
big trouble and it was Amy Galfney
who grabbed the pame H 1l nieck ar
Meath, Winning the resulting puck out
she outpaced three Cork players to
send the ball between the pasts, Four
minutes later she did the same and ane
gansed the game was slipping away
from Cork,

Picture: InphadTommy Didkuon

With Meath leading by three points,
Cork needed a goal but they never
lookest like getting one.

Jane Dolan and ahe Carthy ex-
changed pointed frees and Cork did
have a chance with a late long mnge of-
fort bt it failed to materialise oz the
rof deemed the Cork forwards o have
been In the square as the ball was in
flight. A free ont was awarded and it
was game over as Cork's last chanee of
A equaliser evaporated.

S0 & disappointing ond 1o o season
that =aw Cark take the national leagus
title in great stvie.

Eeceors lor lleath: J Dolan 0.5] D.8is), A& Gaflney
O, & Minogun -1,
Cork: K Mo Caribyy 0-5(05), K Hicksy T Sugnas 0-1

CORK: & Loe; L Wasle, S Harringion, N i
Cragimh{c]; R Ktksan, & Buckesy, L s F b=
v, J My W MEckey, WM Gty W (Cadhy:
RO Stwa, L Coling, G Sugiun

Suba: M for A Killwan (47 M Becidey for &
mm‘#ﬁmhnn—mm,

MEATH: E Mangan; E Colsy, C Cofleyied, E Burka:
e A Gyt o3 K Wit F Ol
T s A = o
+ M Kopogh for E Coffaa{nfl, C O ber F

O B0}

Retferpesahn Danmiosty (Wistmeasy

Three reasons Cork failed to beat Meath again

3 HUNGER TO SUCCEED:
On the day, Meath appeared to wanted it more.
They were the hungrier side and played with h

1. WHY FAILURE T0 SCORE:
As in the first game Cork started superbly and
mﬁ the game to Meath they led 0-5 to 0-1 at the
s

o the opening quarder.
ke

thelr Bovour they never added to their ta
chrmot go from fhe 16th to the 43rd minute
gﬂwmmm final witheut seoring and expect ta

again they seemed fo hit a wall and des-
a hinge wind gusting down the pitch In

. You

Mol wore & phyeipally HEOAEF side and
eath were a p sironger skde and the
hesvy underfoot conditions suited them.

Thoy helsd off the Cork attack and closed them
down whenever they won possession hunting in
packs they forced Cork to overplay the
make errors which they punished with exeollont
free-taking from Jane Dolan.

On numerous occasions in the second half, thoy
used thedr strength tellingly.

intensity. P
ball and

=5 mTP?m hey k
' n Armears they kept working away and
Isael poslueed the defickt to two by the break,

Om the requmptlon they toak they toak the pame
to Cork and oo
shotting over five painis in a row.

i agalnst the strong wind in the
¥ never panlcked and despite going

winners from a long way out,

Cork manager Paudie Murray.

Manager
Murray
qutted for

the players

REACTION
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A HUGELY disappointed Cork
manager, Faudle Murmay, was
s gracious in defeat as he is
ilvway's in victory.

“I suppose on the day the
better team won. They soemed
to want It more than s,

*We got a good start but we
never bidlt on it as we fadled o
adled o ey tally.

“We went 0-5 1o 0= ahead
but than we didn’t secre again
for 3 minutes and you cannot
afford this trying to win an
All-Iretamd.

“We settled into the game
carly bitt seemed to lose onr
way and we needed fo be
further aheacd turming to play,
agninst the strong wind

“They were two down at
half time and ot back lovel
quickly on the restart amd vy
were chinsing it all throvgh the
second half™

Effart

% F:!lilﬂlic w&shuutc'lr:ﬁ;rnl i
nowledge the huge effort put
in by his players.

*I'm guited for the girls to
have lost. For some of these
players it is the second year
tn=a-rowr to lose out inibe in-
terpiediaie All-Ireland {inal.

“Last vear we bost (o Kilken-
ny and with Meath having
grobbed a late equaliser the
st day in Croke Park it so
dizappointing for them to lose
out agaln today,

*The huge effort they put
into tryimg to win this All-Ire-
land cannot be underosti-
mated and 1 want to pay
tribaite to each and every ane
ol theEm.

"They worked sohard in the
bead up to the inal and again
for the replay and 1o lose is so
disappointing for them. want
to thamnk them for their efforts.

“We must remember also
that we won the national
league earlier in the year bal
it wouild have boaen nice to add
the All-Ireland title to that bai
il wasn"t to be today and we
congratulibe Meith of taking
thelr first Intermediate tile”

Meanwhile, Kilcoo have
made it six Down §FPC sug-
cesses insa-row following a
two-point victory over Burren
toeday.

The Piirc Esler scoreboand
road Kilood 0-13, Burren I'.'Ir!l1é
at the end of a elosely-fought
encounter which saw the I:'«-Ia-ﬁ-'
pies glaim their 16th senior
crown overall,

The Paul Mclver mche-cﬂ
side overiurned a one point
half-time deficit (0-6 to to
take home the spodls. .

]

Davis works magic again as Meath step up in st’yﬁ

L Likerty Insurance
All-ireland intermediale
camogie final replay

Meath

Cork

I.;laragh O Conchiair
aaelic Grounds

0-10
-7

John Davis has worked the
yracle once more as Meath
won the Liberty Insurance
yil-Ireland Intermediate
-apiogle final replay at the

Gaslic Grounds and secure
their place at the top ther next
year.

The 68-year-oli has steeresd
the Rovals from Junjor B to
genior level along with
bringing them from Divislon 4
to Division 1 of the Matlenal
League. Ay Galfney was the
driving force for Meath with
foiar points from play as they
earned 8 deserved victory
over i Cork side that failed to
bulldd on & strong opening.
Galfney had a very deep sup-
porting cast though with
Megan Thynne, Ellen Burke,

Jane Dolan and Aoife Ma-
guire all impressing.

Cork, wind the wind,
started brightly as three
tromendouns Keemn MeCarthy
firees had them 0-5 o 0-1 ahaad
by the 17th mdnuate

But then Dolan provided
the spark for Meath. She won
possession before being
fouled and mate no mistake
from the resultant placed ball
40m oqit. The fired-up Lawron
Callanan was unforlunate o
b shvown a velbow cacd for the
indizcretion but had amn oat-
standing first half otherwise.

The Glen Rovers girl was
Fonledd for MeCarthy to claim
her third polat and Katelyn
Hickey made it a four-paint
game thanks o an assist by
Rachel O'Shea.

Gaffney slotted her first
after a fantastic hlock by
Thymne and Dolan converted
a stunning free to make it -5
to -3 at the hreak.

The sides wore level within
soven minutes of the restart
thanks o polnts [or Galfney
and Dolan (Ireed MoCarthy
glotted her fourth free five
minutes later toond that hall-

hour barren scoring spell bud
Dolan restored parity on the
three-quarter mark and
Meath, who had definitely
wirvsted control with the ol-
ements in their favour,
atretched elenr.

Anife Magaire, Galfney (2)
were all on targot as Meath
wore motaring, MeCarthy
eave Corlk some | with an-
other pointed firee but the Re-
burls never locked ke produe-
ing the goal thoy nesded to
avaid a second constoubive
final dbefesl.

Eoorpre 1or Maath J Colen (-5 &l

frasl: A Gafingy (0-4); & Maguin [0-1),
Scorers fer Cowk: K MeCanhy 0.5 s
fraviay; © Sugrus, B Hickey [0-1 saghy
IEI-E:.TH: Mu'-:ln*.‘EEuriu.;:

I'CHH{I. Whaguene,
h.n!?ﬁ'ﬁr-h T . s Caringy,
Teory. A Mirsgue, 7 J Daslan
Hackett.

Bubrac M Knogh lor M Cofley (hil. €
Caprws Jo OB [51)

CORK: A Lao, 5 Hasingeon, L 'Woxie, N
M Chachmh, 1§ Kiagn, 8 Buckdry, L Cal-

K
g



Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Intermediate Championship

Final Replay

CORCAIGH ¢ CORK

DEARG AGUS BAN = RED AND WHITE

CORCAIGH 1
A NI Lash
AMY
LEE,
Ha Paruigh
1 5 Hi Il!.?:'xhr.ﬁn B M Et:'.f.'mh
L Wetle Mo
EST SEAHCON NI CHAOIMH (C)
!ﬁ.L‘I.IEI%Jl..EC. HAEEAMEIGLLS I'il-L'I.;-F-'i'-H
6 -
3 L i Chuileannan
B M Chillin % pgl Ahuachalls A
ROISIM SARAH ChLLﬁNﬁ.N
H&L}LEE Er.:.l EELLILE«IECE-LEE CLEM ROVERS
B )
FINOLA ENNIFER
NE\”LLE EHI.D-#ELEGIH\'IHS
5T. CATHERINES P
C r::ahl-n' c HIE g;.;::igh 1] H;.EE’;}EIWH
fiCKE McCARTHY
=2 McCARTHY Sl
i LM i.;.l#ﬁlu-n C N ;E-Hhi'.i
i colffes,  SUSKUE
:.-;EHH@ COMFRCET RONVERS BALLIMASCARTHY

2 Pauche Muriag
mmuc O-Sullivan, Ermenet Fennell
Hushing Coach = Sean Ciemin
SR Cosches « Marnn O Bmen. Liam Ol
Pefamantce Analydl o High Colini
Coalkeaping Cosch « Teddy O Donevan
Physio + Difa Coughlan
Eae Ligoe « Koo i sy, Dameen Ko ray

36 « Baegh Aheen & 5. Wi hEmhiim 2 Ballyparsan

1% = Sarah Fabyy « 5 Wi Fhatsaiph = Douglas

K o pacinila Copudey = 5. M Chigalsosch - Loy Roweii

i1 = Mg Lynch « M Bl Lo » Howresionr

1 o Mlazhelly Buthiey » M, Wi Biachalla - fallygarsen
Va Elke + L B Cheallaigh « Sarsheids

:1 ,:ﬁ::-.:g-c allaghan « N Hi Chapallschien = Sarvislds

11 + Hagley Ryan « H H B « Blaglersn

4 + Lisa Lywh « L HE Langgeigh » i g heduw

24 = Reberes Shoehus « &, Wi Shiochdin = Choegln

36 + Dhana Kelleho « 0. M Chisloas b e o W prasihel

Sunday, 1st October, 2017 « Gaelic Grounds, Limerick @ 1:30 pm
Réiteoir: John Dermody (Westmeath)

AN MHIi ¢ MEATH

GLAS ACUS OR « GREEN AND COLD

1
E i Mihigiin
EMILY
MAMNGAN
BLACKHALL GAELS
E Mi ﬂinﬁ.’qﬁ < m-l:{ql'aii_h Edtlilliﬁrcl
SFFI COFFEY BURKE
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AIME IFE LOLNSE
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28 + gt Hagkeit « ©, Hig Eathadh « Bogdimm
35w LBpn Conngsly » . Wi Chongnaike = Kikdalkey
3 = Pipbpr Wi phy o M Bl cheg o Blackhall Gaels

16 = Mapgge Randle « M Barids! « Domaphmaie ArRbogeng
17 + Gowoe Cobprnan « 0, Ml Cholmdes « Killpery
1% = Klde Kecgh « 8. Mg Eekaudh » Edgabory
gy o hedin Slattery « A Mi Shistans « Ma MNanna
5« Ml gpve Chieg « M. Clhnsg o Dunbopne

¥t s Erin Leddy - E. M Lig¥ « Ma Fianna

35 Fig O B + B I BBrigin o Killale

33 s Beverly Lynch = B HI Loangiiph « Keddalley
14 = Aldeen Srith « A Mg Cabhpnn « Dlighy
%5 = Mliding Kiikey o W1 M Chigehia « Ma Faanna
36w dim Kl = & Wi Chiarba o« ME Fianng

17 « Sophiy Payne « L. Paphars « N Fignng

MII‘IHEEI' v poshin Dhanny

Magr Fdirne « Eate R Tien

Tobyebart « Chripty Mangan, G Troy, Tércsd Lhnoe
Trainesr « Ronen McWilkama

Plapiie - Una Borbe

Macr Camadn | Uiscn » Chernine Fagan. Masgares Bl

Davis entitled to shed a tear at Royals' victory

Fergus Jayes |

John Davis didn't atbempt to
hide hiz emotions af the
Gaelic Grounds on Sunday

afternoon,

And rightly so.

The &%-vear-old Meath
manager had just seen his
team defeat Cork in the replay
of the Liberiy Insirance
AllsIreland Intermoediale
camogie champlonship final.

The victory was anather
rung in the incredible Indder
of achievement oversecn by
Davis. The achicvement has
been stagpering and would b
front-page news in any other
gport: Davis has steered the
Revals from Junior B to
senfor status and from Divi-
shon 4 to the top Oight of the
Matlonal League,

The tears shed ot the final
whistle in Limerick were all
the more understandable,
given the trinls and tragedy
faced by Davis off the field
o Ui past decode.

He explained: "My son
Derck was 26 when he wag
diagnozed with a brain
tumonr and he died four years
later. Just 15 months ago, my
wile Theresa passed away and
the girls stuek with me
throughout that difficult time,
She would always be at the
games and the givls all knew
her. We wirs iFL"I.!.l"l.l'IE Down in
the Jeague belore the harlers
in the replayed final of the
Christy Ring Cap and the girls
wantel to eancel, as Therosa
was bedng buried that day, bt
1 couldn't bed them do that. 1t is
not every day you ged to play
in Croke Park and | preferresd
they go ot and enjoy it and 1
knew Theresa would have
wanted that toe"

The weekend win against a

We '.:fEI'E
playing
Down and

Meath manager John Davis rejoices with Fia 0'Brien and Louise 0'Danoghue after the win over Cork in the All-lreland Intermediate Camogie
Championship final replay. Davis has steered the R g
lmmmﬂhMthrmﬂhhunmdmndnﬁ‘thgrhmuhmmﬂn*mmﬂmdﬂiudtﬁnt Picture- Tommy Dickson

\
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eyals from Junior B to senior status and from Division 4 to the top fight of the National League,

“L'I;Ilu}' all want to be like the
giris!

Davis was a successful

level and weren’t gettin
much help. We had footbal
faking precodence, along with

When asked on his future,
Davis admitted: 71 ve never

ﬂ mmu GnrHET.E.Hl was, the girls miﬁeli_l the ﬂnﬁmﬂt‘aﬁmt

i 5, of the most with t i r
defin sum;‘.}ﬁﬂﬁ wn e wanted tocancel,as lives hmh o

Lrious ma 'Frlal carepr 1L him uihl grenl to have

which .jmll.-lnuc?;h:s a stint at T]"IEI'E‘SH was hEInq l.mdumg; cni'u.-l:hinr.u_mm‘ill.gm

the hu]::;nnlmlhe Meath sentor  DUried that day', but lerlll.r:s :;_lml llmLI: ndli. also, -E'-:'ﬂr;
‘Eﬂ-rtm:mﬂtmug shdle Lgﬂ”ldn't ’i?t them :.ru!];.;ng.! rb ¥ m:mu u[

i set not “I remember r

?:? :tE; ‘Eﬁim!ﬁm'}‘n'%g“ tj;:;Li': ﬂ"lﬂé. Itis tt 5*null{gn-umlnnt:ﬁmlﬂ1:umut

Tirling and it padd off, every day yougetto ihe wrnout on Monday morn-

“Playinginatelevissd game  play in Croke Park  ing for training was the

in Croke Park [in the drawn

highest it has besn.

Eln:.rt'r for his local side
rownstown in Wesimeath
wheroe he brought them to
three senfor championships,
the first two as a plaver/man-
aper. He admitted the side he
now coaches were in difficulty
when he appeaned,

“When 1 first arcived, we
were struggling at the lower

college and injuries being
diffienlt to manipe, bat credit
to the girls, the effort from
them in the Inst few vears has
been phenomanal. Winning
against Cork at the weskend
really showed the progress
that has been made with the
girls playing at the top ther of
camoEhe now."”

Tocked for a job in my e and 1
don't plan to s1art now, '
always gone for the

clubs and tried fo bring them,
up rather than going straight
inte a finished product,
there's no challenge in that. |
owe a lot to the gi s.nldk"n{z.
pleasure every day I pet
work with them in their

development.”




THE camogie All-Stars will go on four
for the first time this vear, with Mad-
rigl the destination for the travelling
party

Madrid might seem a strange cholee,
but I'm sure the girls are quite happy
with It, and as the tour is designed to
reward players for their achicvements
and to spread the game to new andi-
Eﬂi'-;'.‘s in Europe, then why not Mad-
47

I's long overdue, Oh, to be a plaver
today! We had no All-Stars, no trips
and lttle r. But we wore more than
happy with our lot at the time and s
great to see the off-fleld mattoers im-
proving all the thme

The tour will take place from No-
wember 25 to Decomber £ and will see
two teams comprising of the winning
sanior All-Stars from both the 2016 and
2017 awards ceremonles. The 2017
awards are on in the Cibrwest on MNo-
vember 4 and the sides will face each
other in an exhibition match in the
Spanish capital. I'm wondering how
that's going to play out as Cark and
Kilkenny dominated the 2016 awards
and will do =0 again for 2017

How will they make two teams from
a similar bunch® Mayvbe they |l take a
few ald ones with them. Must check
the diary just in case!

Deirdre Ashe, director of personal
lines for Liberty Insurance said: “The
toatr that we're announcing bidlds on
our contineed commitment 1o the pro-
maotion of wormen in sport and rewards
the 2016 and 2017 All-Stars. each of
whiom are role madels in their commu-
nities, for their dedication, skill and
commbtment

“The trip to Spain 13 deserved recog-
nition for the country's finest athletes
and provides an opportunity to show.
cage the game to new audbences.™

Cork have 11 nominations this year,
Mo surprise there. Goalkeeper Aoife
Murray, defenders Kena Buckley,
Pamela Mackey, Gamma ('Connor,
Eimear O"Sullivan and Laura Treacy.
Ashling Thompson has been noms-
nated at midfAeld while Orla Cronin.
Oiria Cotter, Katrina Mackey and Amy
("Conner are nominated among the
forwiaris.

Gemma ke seeking an incredibde Lih
wward. It just goes to show how im-
pressive Bimear O°Sullivan was in the
[inal. After not secing a slgnificant
amioant of game thme during the year,
she still received a nomination. Her
performance in Croke Park seabed (E

Kilkenny received nine nomi-
pations, Goalkeeper Emma Kavanagh,
fefenders Anne Dalton, Catherine
Foley and Grace Walsh, Meighan Far-
rell i% nominated at midfeld, while De-
nise Ganbe, Julic Ann Malone, Katie
paveer and Miriam Walsh are nomi-
jated among the forwards:

publin got seven because of their
-un to the semi-finals; pealkeeper Faye
McCarihy, defenders Eva Marie El-
{ott, Hannah Hegarty, Eve O0'Brien
ind- Adne Woods, midfielder Eimear
yeCarthy, and forward Aizling
vinher.

Galway have six. Defenders Heather
By ma s Wanne midfielders

Willie Coleman, president Ballinhassig GAA, congratulating dub member, Eimear 0'Sullivan, on winning an All-lreland Camogie medal,

- Ay

momdnation,

Miamh Kilkenny and Ann Marie Starr,
and forwards Aotfe Donohoe and Ad-
lish O Retlly.

Clare got the nod five times with de-
fonders Maire McGrath and Raisin
Mchahion, midficlder Orlakth Duggan,
and forwards Aoife Keane and Chloe
Morey.

Wexford recedved four nominathons;
defenders Brid Gordon and Sarah
O Cannor forwards Chloe Foxe and
Shetley Kehoe. Limerick, Tipporary
arid Waterford receive one nomination
each with Limerick's Niamh Mulcahy,
Tipp's Orla O Dwyer and Waterford's
Beth Carton all named among the for-
wards.

Paudie Murray {Cork), John Davis
(Meath) and Johnny Greville {West-
meaath) are among the nominees for
Manaper of the Year, which will be an-

Spanish treat for
All-Star winners

S —— s e TS e | M o

Cork’s Lawra Treacy showing the type in humlt:rhlhudiltl earned her an All-Star

Picture: Matt Brawne/Spartsfils

nounced on the night along with the
2017 All-S1ars team.

The nominess for the Intermediate
Soaring Stars will be announced
shortly.

Mominees for the Camogie Associ-
ntion/WGPA Senior, Intermexlinte and
Junter Players' Player of the Year
Awarids, sponsored by Literty Insor-
ance, will be announced next week.

Az the focus already turns to 2018,
Dublin manager David Herity has set
an eardy market with the announon
ment thal he [s fo stav in charpe of thie
capital slte and build on the progrss
made tier the past conple of seasons.

Camagin All-348 2017 Rominpos lisd
Goalksspans: Aody borray (Covk), Faye MoGariiy
(Dl Er-.rn.ﬂl:a-.-.l.n.hr-|r=:|-'r:m'-;.-:|
Full-Back fae: Misra McCia® (Clara), Rena Buck
lery (Coak], Linirn Tromcy {Coik), Eva OFBrian [Dabs-

Pictuee: Mike English

@@ The trip to Spain
is deserved
recognitiion for the
county’s finest
athletes and provides
the opportunity to
show the game to
new audiencea,,

g, Alreg Wioool [Duben), Tam Kerny (Gabwvay), Ga-

Paring Folry [Mikonmy), Grace Wisss (olonmd, |

Sarah OFConnor (Weniboedl)

Hadi-Biach lina: Rétin bicldahon [Clare), Pamela
Mngioary §Cork), Samima OrConnce (Conk), Exmear
O Sullevan |Conk), Eva e Bl (Dubled, His-
rah Hagarty [Dublin. Heather Cosray [Cabany)
Midfsids Oelam Doggan [Clang), Aafding Tromp-
o (Cork), Eirmear MoGarity [Dubding, Bams K-
kerny (Gabwary). Ann Ware Btar (Qakoy), Mg
han Frrmad [Kiksnig)

Hall:Forvsed Bna; Asde Figne [T, Ora Cronn
MCok), Oria Cotler [Corkd, Matrina Mackey (Cork],
Amy OF'Connor (Cork), Dense Gauky [Kioenny)
Mt Poswesr (elioany), Miamh Mulesty fLismainck)
Shndlesy B {ifeions

Full-Farmard limic Chios Moy [Clara), Asling
Lahor (Deblin], Aclo Donohua MEakway), Alfish
CHeEy [Gakasr], Aol Are Maboord [Hallirsry], L
Flam \Walsh {Kilerery], Dol D'Dwipsr [Tipponany),
Beth Cadon (Waleelord], Chig Fox [Waxdoed]
Manager of The Year: Paades Moeay [Coek], John
D {MBaaar), Joramy Orawits (Wailimath)

Millstreet
Iift junior C
title after a
goal fest

LADIES FOOTBALL
m Mnrg' Mewman

Mill_!:_lrul:
Blarney

4-15
5-8

MILLSTREET led 1-12 to -Gt
this interval in the 5 E System
Junior C I;hampi-:-nf-llip final
played In Ovens on Friday
owvenling Last.

In an opening bakf that pro-
duced some excellent searas,
Marie Ellen O'Connor, Kate
Fkeefle, Emily Ring. Alanna
Barry and Claire O'Keoffe all
found the range with Mill-
stroet points and a geal from
Eate O'Heolfe helped them
hold a gix paint nferval lead.

Blarmey stayved o touch as
Orla Cremen opened thelr
scoring with a goal followod
by a point fram play from
Megan Murphy and Olivia
Murphy. Megan Murphy
added a pointed free (o thelr
tally and with Stephanie
Murphy and Olivia Murphy
pointing [rom play before a
Murphy free ensured they
were woll in contention ag the
half-time whistle approacied.

Blarney came out in deber-
minad fhshilon fof the second
half and they grabbed the first,
two gcores of the half as they
struck for two goals fo got
themeelves back on level.

Megan Murphy notched up,
the [irst goal from play and
Jennifer Murphy from a long-
range effort form a free went
all tha way io the net the sides
wore an lewel,

With the sldes deadloched it
was score for score. Marle
Ellen O'Connor, Alanna
Barry and Aldeen Buckley
were all on tarped with ME-
strect scores but Blarmey were
egual to the challenge.

Megan Murphy found the
net with a free for her side's
fourth goal followed by points

| from [rees from Jennifer

Murphy and Megan Murphy.
Claire O'KeefTe, Marie Ellen
O'Connor and Kate O°KeefTe
Kept the pressure on with
Millstreet points as the play
swing from end to end.

An Emma Murphy goal
with Mve minutes remaining
pui Blarney Into a one-proint
lead and now battling to hold
their advaniage.

A strong finish from Mill-
street shiw them adid -2 with-
out reply with Kate O"Kecflo
pointing n free and then ad-
ding a goal before a Marie
Ellen O"Connor polnt helped
secure victory and the title for
Milkstresd
Seadon bor Wllgtreat: ME O Gorvod -8
-2 B KO Kaais 2- 2 40-1 0, C DKeslls
1-1, A Hucklay 1-0, E fing, A Baury 0-2
aach
Blanay: M Mueply 24 [1:3 1, J Muphy
-1 0L D Cleilariun, le:f 140 gach,
Murpdwy O-2. 5 Murphy -1
MILLSTREET: O Loorwy; J Tairant, 5
Diewncive, M Ring; D O oy, L Gy
L Elakt: © Colling, M E O'Connor: A
Beery. E Ay, G O'Haalla, A Barry, KY
Oatlo ic), U Lawar
Buba: A Buckley lor A Barey {36], Ly
Busckisy for D Looney (500 =
BLARMEY: 5 Bannon: ¥ O'Kesfln, J
Wuiphy, A McGasing: 5 Dennahy, B
Aogan. N 18 MeGanhy, Y
Hoegan; T Mariin, B borghy, O Muspen? |
O Cromon, M Huphy, 5 Moy,
Buba: A Cofer ke A MoCarthy (20 njl, M,
Haspad for B Daesvstalvy (20 bk



All set for
ball in
junior
semi-finals

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

THE SE Srﬂlems Junior
champlonship continues this
weckend and it°s down o the
semi-finals as Ballvhea, Na
Piarsatgh, Watergrashill and
81 Vincent's are the four re-
maining teams left to battle it
outfor the title.

In the round robin series of
gamics, Na Plarsaigh came
through with wictories over
Ballyhea Banteer and Bride
Rovers. Watergrashill de-
feated St Vincent’s, Youghal
and Bishopstown to book their
place in the last foar.

Wins over Bishopstown and
Youghal were enough to en-
sure Vincent's grabhed a
semi-final place, Likewise for
Ballyhea, despite losing out by
two points to Na Plarsaigh
they advanced with wins over
Banteer and Bride Rovers.

The meefing of north sides
neighbours Na Piarsaigh and
St Vincont's is one that will
caich the eye, while Waler-
grashill and Ballybheqa will also

pl= i lively encoumter,

Watergrashill were defeated
JAn lmst season's somi-final by
Newtownshandrom but are
considerably strengthened
this seazon by the transfer
joack of Marie O"Neill, who re-
turns following several suc-
cessful vears i the Milford
colours.

Former Rockbdan ane
Cloughduy plaver Catrion:
Foley who captained Cork to
soenior All-Ireland sucoess Hd
transferred her allegiance to
Watergrashill as has Aishling
Whooley, who has moved
from Sarsfields and former
Waterford player Delrdre Nu-
gent and these are four huge
aequisitions for them.

Ballyhea are continuing to
miake pood progress they won
the junior B champlonship
last seazon and o reach the
semi-final kn tedr fics year in
the grade is a huge achiey-
ement. They have excellend
players in Rosin Killeen, Mary
Claire Carroll, Elaine Crow-
lew, Rachel Harty and Niamh
Killeen and fhey will batile
hard against Watergrashill to
reach the final.

Mo Plarsaigh contested the
final last year but lost out to
Mewtownshandrum whao
stormed into the game with a
lnte rally to dented Ma Plar.
giagh the thile. With a year's
cxperience behind them Ma
Piarstagh will faney their
cliinces ol tnking the tithe this
yoear, Orla Bourke, Rebeeca
Rourke, Lisa Burns, Casey
Coleman and Emily Buckley
will lesud thelr challenge for o
e I tlve final.

5t Vincont's will o into this
clsh in eonfident form with

prork senior Amy O'Connor
and Lauren Heman leading
their forwand division, they
have good players in Leah
Combridge, Amy Wikson and
Micole Crean amd thoy will be
jibetermined to put ene over on
their neighbouring cluts,

t'ﬂﬂllnrimlll  [Dallyhea today at

19.30am in Castls Road, 5t Venboni's
werkus Ma Piafsgigh lamarrew at
10.30am absd n

Leah Weste, Ballincollig, and Louise 0'Flynn, Mitfard, in action in the county final four years ago. The teams dash again today.

Carberycolleagues
clash in inter final

Ficture; Larry Cummine

IT'S back to local actlon this weekend,
with lots of games on the agenda, fol-
]nl:rinz last weekend's All-lreland re-
¥

£ This aftermoon in BErinny it's a clash
of netghbours as Enniskeane and MNew-
cestown battle it ont for the SE Sys-
temns [ntermrecliate ttle at L.30pm.

Many of the plavers are team-mates
with Carbery and will e ot tio-
poiher skde by side 24 hours later as the
divisional side take on St Catherine's
in the senior championship guarter-
final tomorrow in Castle Eord at Spm.

The winners of this will meet Glen
Rovers In the semi-final after the ety
onefit overcame Killeagh on Wednes-
clay last, 112 fo 08, to be the Tirst team
to book a zemi-final spat.

Today the second quarter-final will

CAMOGIE

already securad their ssami-final places
in the SE Sysiems Senior B Champhkon-

W IMPORTANT MEETING FOF
CLUBS: Away from the plaving flelds

ship and they will be hoping that the  the county board will hold a specia
= Mary Newman Izt of the round rotin series of meeting on Hﬂﬂdai-’ next in the Ro
which sees Eire Og taking on Fr chestown Park Hoted, -
see Ballincollig bid to overcome Mil-  O'Neill’s tomorrow in Castle Road at The board will take up their annua
ford when the clubs at Ipm in Castle  2pm. will take place. collection at the county hurling fina

Road.
The winners will meet Sarsfields in
the quarter-linal on Getober 14 and on
the same day, Douglas and Inniscarra
will batile it ouR for a semd-final spot.
This morning in Castle Road the
first of the SE Systems Jundor A cham-
ionship semi-final took place when
fatergrashill and Ballylwa clashed,
The second semi-final poes ahead to-
morrow when Na Piarsaigh face
thelr neighbours 51 Vincent's.
Valley Rovers and Ballinhassig have

This will give them an indication of
who they will play in the semi-finals,

A win for Bire Og or Fr 0" Neill’s will
pait them through 1o a 2emi-final mest-
ing with Valley Rovers and give Black-
rack the second semi-final spot with
Ballinhassig.

A draw will put a different com-
phExion on ll‘l:lltEr.:l!lt'Ill:_;"!:hs'ﬂ;lE wmﬂfaclmkmha
thinee- w5 = n 2
Eire Og ;;up{hﬁ O'Meill's in & battle for
the semi-final spot, so 8% still all very
much to play for,

on Sunday, October 22 in Paire U
Chaoimb and this year there are stric
guidelines and rules in place which the
board must adhere to, therefore it i
important that they are well organisec
in advance. The collection i a vita
gsource of income each year for the
boeard and particularly this vear with
the new development in Castle Rond

Clubs ape asked to be in attendands
to discuss and plan the collection anc
the board are appealing to all clubs i
somdd @ representative to this meeting

U14 and U16 championships making early progress

THE U14 and U6 champlonships In A, B and ©
}:I:THIL"R have progreéssed along with the apening
round and back deor rounds now almaost all com-
[.'llu-h_ul.

In the Uld A gracle Youghal and Sarvsfields have
reached the semid-Minal, the guarter-finals will see
Etre Oy meeting Innigcarra in an all mid cork clash
of nelghbouring clibs, Cloughdiy are down to meot
Milford Ballyhea with the winners of both mesting
in the second semi-final,

The U4 B his one thind rownd game to b played
Ma Prursnigh will meet Glen Rowvers on Wednesdiey in
thie Glen at 5.45pm, with the winners facing Sliabh
Hua in the quarter-final.,

Courcey Rovers and Bnllincollig are in actlon to-
maerrow Sunday at 12 noon in Courceys. Sarsflelds’
seoond team will meet Cobh and Castlelyons must
play Kilbree with the winners faking on Killeagh In
the guarter-final.

CAMDGIE

= Mary Newman

In U4 ¢ Roeckbdn will piay the winners of the 5t
Vincent's versus Bride Rovers game. Banteer play
Castlemartyr in Castlemartyr next weekend while
Rrian Dilton's iravel to maet Clonakilty and Ballinas-
carty are scheduled to meot %mﬂ'-

Ins the U6 championship, Eire Og and Ballinora
meot today, Conrcey Rovers and Ballygarvan preet
thiz Monday in Ballygarvan, Charleville and Ennis-
keans are meeting on Sunday week. Carrigiline are
through o the quarter-final having defeated 5t Fi-
barr's while Sarsfields overcame Blackrock,

The guarter-finals line up is az follows Glen
Rovers will meet Ballineollig Who hail an exeellent
victory over Aghada, the winners of the Eire Og/Bal-
linora game will play Courcey Rovers o ‘t'iulfygar-

van, Carrigaline will mest Charleville or Enniskeans
and Sarsfields are dowmn to meet Inniscarra.

In the Ul6 B grade, Blarney will meet Sliabh Riw
and Innlscarra 2 will play Youghal with the winmers
of both meeting in the semi{inal. Fr O'Meill's anc
Bantesr will elaszh with the winners playing Barry
roe. Mo Piarsaigh and Cloughduy will square up ir
the It gquarter-final with the winners playving Kif
eagh in the seml.

The Uleé C championship s almost down fc
gquarter-finals. Nemo Rangers will play Rockhdir
with the winners meeting Yalley BEovers in the
quarter-fimal,

Midleton play Mallow tomorrow in Mallow in &
quarter-final. 8t Colum's are scheduled to meel Mill-
street, Dungourney will play Erin's O axd thisse
are both quarter-finals games. 5 Catheringe’s and
Grenagh will clash with the winners going o n
guarter-final againat Clonakiliy



Second
chance for
Carbery,
Catherine's

_arbe 2-11
1 :ﬁ]ﬂ%’ﬁ?; 1.13
AN exciting finish to a highly
nitertaining senlor
hampionship quarter-final in
-astle Road last gvening zaw
hie sides finish all square.

A draw was the fairest of
esults after a firsi half which
aw &t Cathering's on bop and
- second where Carbery were
lightly the befter side.

5t Catherine’s were hugnly
mpressive in the spening 30
ninutes. Thelir hurling was
harp, erisp and snappy. Mov-
ng the ball fast and finding
ach other well, they led by 0-6
cr (-2 after 12 minutes.

Orin Cotier was outstandin
i the middle of the park a
vith Aoife Hurley displaying
et shill and speed, the palre
petehed up six boatween them.

Carbery were lacking the
ntensity and teamwork of
Atherine's, not uncharacter-
athe of a divisional side, But
hey were keeplng in touch
hanks to Caraline Sugrue,
il Burns. and the free-taking
f Ol Cronin

Carbery opted af times fora
hort puck-out and it aften
vent against them. It was a
urprising ploy considering
he distance Elmear White has
1 her puck-outs.

With good play all over the
beld, 5t Catherine’s were full
alue for their 6-12 0 0-7 half-
i [ead.

A fine point by Eimear
¥Brien stretched thedr lead to
ix but Carbery's purple patch
yas coming. Orla Cronin
ointed o firoe before a high
all by Careline Sugrue defted
nalkeeper Denise Twormey in
he fading light. It gave
arbery the impetus they
gquired and a brilliant Sile
furns strike three minutes
yter saw them lead by a paint,

But what a response foom
he champlonship's most
xciting forward, Aolfé
Jurley, showing brilliant
peed and composure, left
lavers in her wake and
attled the net to regain the
sad for Catherine’s.

It was end-ltn-{rr;d.h!ir:'tnﬂ
a5 in on goal again but her
ai down for goal was denbed
v Twomey, who stood tall.
:-a:hai O'Callaghan put
atherimne’s two op on &1 min-
tes but two from Sugrue and
ronin levelled it giving both
(dies @ econd chandce.

ARBERY: E Whila | ;M Cop-
rigar (58 Colwmah, [ Careoll (Ersis-
sna), E O'Malll [Kilkritan/Timo-
apun); M Lynch (Festesiown], A
rowiey [Kilbinan/Timalsague}, M
iy [Ibritan Timoesagu: L Caip=
niper {Ciorakity), C Crowiey (Blaliras-
: & Guayeun [Balivasearty), O Cro-
i (Ermiskeane(c), © Ssxica (Bamy-
4); G Murphy (FiEeman Timolesgue],
Bumas (Baryron). 9 Burio [Kiknisen
rndaagua|
sba: K Wil or F Burke [57),
T CATHERIME S: D Twomay: A &
sshan, B 0akEh, Y 0" Nodl: L Hiyos, | +]

. MO ool O Eﬂg: o

E Menayne. i,
L
ube: M Oftegan for E Crfinen (47), M
it fer A Flipgeald.

® Mary Newman

Mewecestown 1-13
Enniskeana 3-4

A STORMING second-half per-
formance where they outscored
their opponents by eight scores to
one was the springboard for New-
cestown's victory in an entertain-
ing 5E Systems Intermediate
Champlionship final in Brinny on

Saturday.

The game was eight minwtes old be-
fore we had the opening score, Snz-
anne Deasy converting a Mowcestown
free, Dankelle Carroll showed her pace
a5 she took on the Newcestown de-
fence to level the scores and with Siob-
han 0" Driscoll adding to their tally
they hit the front. Enniskeane sqian-
dered two chances from frees they
founsd themselves inarrears a5 Colleen
Twomey converted for Mewcestown.

With thelr defence closing down at.
iack after aitack. Enniskeane grew in
confidence and with their attack
troubling the Newcestown defence
they kit the front with thees poals in a
semn-nzinutegell. AMegan O°Regan
hit the first finishing well to the net be-
fore captain Orla Coughlan, Wwon pos.
sieszion and showed pace as she passed
defender after defender to finish well
from the edge of the square. Battling to
gt somathing Coleen Twormey pointed
but Enniskeane grabbed their third
goal with Sinéad Hurley on tarpget.

The sides swapped points bt New-
cestown finished the half stronger.
haria Kenneally and Coletfe Desmronid
poinifed to narrow the gap before the
break when Enniskeans led 3-3 to 0-6

On the resumption Enniskeane
could find ne way through to extend
their advantage, Therese MeCarthy
and Maria Kenneally cut the deficit to
a point before Clhara 0'Sullivan got the

Iast touch over the Hne b a goal mouth .

scrambile to ghve Newcestown the lead.

Colleen Twomey pointed a free to
level matters and driven on by tha ex-
cellent Colefie Desmond, Lerica
Griffen and Colleen Twomey they
avalbed af svery op tum'g. Coletie
Desmond pointed, Danielle Carroel] le-
velled it and aég:in Desmond silgesd her
side in front, Colleen Twomey showed
her accuracy converting two frees to

Megan 0'Regan,
mediate Final Nana Nagle Cup in Brinny,

push the lead fo three. Enniskeans ap-
plied pressure but needed their
plavers bo push forward more as New-
cestown crowded thenm ot and guelbed
any hope they had of finding an egual-
iser a8 they held on fo ke the title.
Colette Desmond was named as
Emening Echo Player Of the Match fol-
lowing a superb display as shi won her
first adult championship meedal.
Sconers fer Newoaslowm; & 000 0-41m 0
1 45}, C Desmand 0-3, C O Sulivan 140, &l Kane
raslty 0-2, § Deasy {7 McCarihy 01 sach.
Ennisinane: M O O Goughtan; 5 Moy 1:
fon, O Carvoll 02, T & 0 Dvisood D-188
Hawaestown: O Dinssn; W Mo Sweoney, F

van: £ Growley ket ML Dongean. M Kae

naaliy, M O Mabooy, M O Doncvan, C Tworay, C
[ ]

Subs: T McCarlhy i H O Mahony (h), A Dos-
mcnd ko A Crosvies |52)
Enniskeans: C O Conovan: K G° Shea, C Mytan, K
Seannall, & Curtn, © O Donovan, A O Desood;, O
Cronin, O Coughinz); kO 5 0 Driscoll. L
Karnix; K Hannaisy, [ Careoll, 5 Hurley

Enniskeane, goes down following a challe

Newcestown shine
in the second half

nge from defender Maeve Lymch Hewcestown in the first halfof the SE Inte

Pictre; Lty (i

T o for ¥ Hennessy (23], R Scanns® prvvious moments for Newcestown substitutes as they trail 3-3 to 0-6 paints at half tim

Avlonss: Cathal Egan (aan Aeied)

Pictre; Larmy (ummd

Watson's goals make life easier for Milford in end

Milford

3-12 CAMOGIE

Ballincollig

0-11 m Linda Mellerick

MILFORD'S more economical e of the ball in at-
tack was what separated thons from Ballincollig’s
gtrong challenge in Casthe Road on Saturdiy.

For 40 minuites Ballineollig kept pace with the 2005
champions but 2-3 in 11 minutes and Milford were
heading for a quarter-final the with Sarsfields,

This was a tough, clean, physical game. A tight
ppening, there was litle open hurling due to bath
tearn’s high work-rate,

Marin Watson did what sle does best, finding the
net on elght minttes after three Ballincallig de-
fonders allowed her run through relatively easily,

Mitiord were that bit sharper an the breaking ball
and went intoe & 1-68 to 0-3 lead 0n 23 minutes,

wfat Tea 118m el b afarfmd fo take the gamee £ Wk ol

instead of just chasing them and thres points from
Aahley Lovett (two firees) amd Patricla Buttimer pat
them in 8 stronger pesition at the half-time whistle.

But Milford were exeeptional in defence, as al-
ways, with Reeper Hebecen Duagean and Elaine
O Riordan thwarting many a threat.

Elaine O Riopdan took the ball off the line an 41
minutes after a peint-blank save by Duggan amd Bal-
lincolllig had a poal disallowsd on 44 after referos
Duive O'Connel] had blown for a free believing their
advaniage to have evaporated,

Milford were that bit more composed and with
Ashling Thompsoen very prominent af midfield strik-
ing goml dingonal balls in, Maria Watson, Rebooon
Finn and Emer Walson were mnking pood use of 1he

Supy; )

Thirty-nine minutes in Finn put Maria throwugh £
het secomnd poal and she hit the noet hersell nioe mi
uies later (o put the game beyond Ballincollig's reac
at 3-10to 0-8. Ballincollly nover gave up the Mght b
Milford were always honding for the next rotmad.
Beored by Milfoad: E Watson 001 (3-8, M Watscn 240, 1§ Finn. 106
Tharmpasn 0-F, L Sinck 042
Badfincofigs A Lokt O-7 00481, 01 45), P Buttimes 02, Cranin 2 5
MILPORD: R + & Galvin, B OFTosdan, [ Hayea L Manksy,

Watsor, 5 Sectory: 0 O'Mahony, A Thomgson: L Saack, A Finn, £
soi; M Wakson, K Gaivin, B OFGorman, Subes: 0 O'flrien lor K Gab

(427 5 Shaenan Jor R Finn (&35, M Kavanagh, M & Fin ke S Baaton
O Cairndss [55), M Fixgibbon b & Gadein (51]
BALLINGOLLIG: L M 0 kliaharmy; A Mty L Weste, A Colier K O
ncgm.&w_sm - 1D Croein, E Casoy, K Jone, ' Busern
& O'Caflaghan; A Lovelt, 1A Oienoghue, 5 Loomery.

Swba: 1 OLoary lor K Jones (7], E Londng for M O'Donoghes %
Aederae: Do O Gonned (Glon v



11 nominations for
ca mogle team

I.uuln Orla Cronin, Orla Cotter,
P g et Katrina Mackey and Amy

OConmnor wene all chosen
Camogie player Gemma  in the 45 player shortlist
O'Connor is in line for her  for the All-Star Team of the
tenth All-Star award after Year. The team will be an-
she was named among the  nounced on 4 November at
the Citywiest Hotel.

11 members of Cork's Aleing with Cork’s 1l
AllIreland winning camo- nominations, beaten fi-
gie team have been nomi-  nalists Kilkenny have nine
nated for All-Star awards  nominations, Dublin and
altogether, Galway herve seven and six
voly with Clare (5),
managed the team to vie- Wexford (4), Limerick (1), |
tory, has also been nomi-  Tipperary (1) and Water- 1%
nated for Manager of the ford (I} completing the 45
Year. player lit.

As well as 0'Connor, This year marks the first Gemma ﬂ'ﬁmnﬂf II"HMJ

nomimees yesterday.

Paudie Murray, who

poalkeeper Anife Murray, year that a camogle team  with Hannah Looney
defenders Rena Buckley, will embark onan All-Star  after winning the All-Ire-
Laura Treacy, Pamela tour with the 2016 and land Senior Camogie

Mackey, Eimear OSullivan, 2017 teams travelling to

midielder Ashling Thomp-  Madrid from 29 November  collect her teath All-Star

son as well as forwards o2 December,

ST sponsored by Liberty Insur-

anc, nominees sl Goal-
anﬁéuiwkb M MO
n Mangan (Mealh):
Full-Back Line: 5 Has x
(Coek), N NI Chasimh {Cork), L
Wiaste (Cork), M Mchally (Dtwn),
M Loan (Karery), ccmwmm K

Awrard. PHOTO. SPORTSFILE

A MATCH MADE N
HEAVEN.....Popular Hilltown cou-
péo Darren (°Hegan and Pacla
Gribben leawe St John's Chapal,
Ballymagheny on kst to

a full guard of henowr from the
M cammoge. Darron wos
thiz year's Down senior foothall
captain and hiz new wile Paula
hebd the same pesition for Dewn
bers of the Clonduff club. Pic-
ture-Brendan Monaghan

Final. Gemmea isin line to

Enniskeane M{nﬂiﬂhﬂndﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬂdmﬂmm:lm
hﬂrﬁi;ﬂp::imm See P45 for the report. Fictuse: Larry Cummins




W baliclie. com
the latest updates

JUNIOR CAMOGIE

ULSTER JUNIOR CAMOGIE CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL BRIDINI OGA

SAFFRON COLOURS. .. The Bridini Oga team {wearing the Antrim colours because of a colour tlash) wisa beat Down champlons Casthewellan in kest weskend's Ulster Junsst Camegie semi-fimal at Fr Maginn Park, Glenravel,

P by Drlts WcHhwenin

Bridini Oga step into the unknown

Tlhe Glenravel side are 60 minutes a

ULSTER JUNIOR CAMOGIE
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

BRIDINI OGA V CROSSERLOUGH
Suesdary. 2.15pm, Tottyraagh

BRIDINT OGA managor Rodney Kerr
admits that what they know about
their Ulster fintl opposition Crosser-
lough could fit on the back of o
piostage stamp.

They're one step avway fromm a frst
ever Ulster Junior Champlonship tithe
following their impressive semi-final
win over i alented Casthevwellan out-
i

Miall
(Gartland

The Edpar skstors, Kirsten and Vie-
toria, were stand-out performers as

they came oub on bop by 3-9 (o 2.9,
Their dogged work-rate all over the

plich was another ey fctar in their
wietory.

They'll havo - their work cut ont,
however, against a Crosseriough side
with mire experbence of playing at
this level, Kerr snvs they are resort-
ing to some old-fashioned sleathing
o dizscover more about thelr Cavan
opposition

*It'z very hard to know whid Lo -
pect in Ulster Af least whetever
yo're paving Derry leams, you can
pather & bit of information as they're
next door, I was'a great win though
we know very litlle aboul Crosser-

“We've seen 1o foeotage of them.

ULSTER JUNIOR CAMOGIE CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL CROSSERLOUGH

Crosserlough camogs embracing their busy schedule

The Cavan side have had a dramatic run to this year's Ulster Junior Championship final

BY NIALL CARTLAND

i - d
THE gamés ars coming thick an
fast for o Crosseriough slde on the
verge of their secohd [ster Junlbor
Club ﬂ:nn't]![-unﬂhm thtle.,

Iiy's side edged
clm Ellr}rlst Granemore and Der-
h'l the past fortnight, set-
I‘nlﬂ: weekend's elash against

i
A%nmﬂ! I-tridin B “i?;
nd the mttll'ir pirish’ |
ti: hehind - thelr  guisy

cantogs, according to thelr team
[

“We've had both seenarios now
for the ot fwe weeks whens we
were behind afl the way against
Gravemore and now this wekk we
wera fighting tokeop our lead,

*They're-just- a great buneh of
girls and have n nover-give.up otti-
fude. 1 think the: hardest-working

parish are definitely behind us."

Crosserlough sre a dual chub and
itent brings its awn challeng e, S5 of
el camogs siarted for the Eadees
side that won tlieir first ever Ulster
Chumpionship match last Saturday,
when they avercame Tyrope side

Nevertheless, Redily is welcoming
the chanee to plny thelr third Ulster
Champlonship match in a5 many

th

“We're loving it we'd rather keep
them coming and keep the momen-
tum going. There's a great bz

from making history in the Ulster Junior final

Well be running around on thetr
Facehook trying fo find out whatever
we can, bhut teams are geiting very
cube thal way foo.”

The Glenravel side are back-boned
by & squaddron of players still in ihelr
teens, inchading the massively (alent-
od Lanlse McRenna, Kerr 2ayvs they
are mare experienced than their age
profile suggesis.

“We won the Bridie MeMenanin
1ot year, This ks our frst toee, 1L's in
Excithng Lime, we have a strong U156
tenm coming througl, we'ne trving o
get ourselves extablished in Division

around the parish, our Ladies® fou-

bitllers are through to an Ulstor s

I|EF1I-rir|na.1. Six of theny started veter-
HF."

Crosseriough won the Uister Ju-
ninr Chimpionship Hile n 2002 b
there  has  been o signdficant
turnover of player i the Inst five
venrs. There are still a fow stalwaris
remaining, including their full-back
Sinead Coyle and eaptain Erin Galli-
Ean.

Hi sakd: “We won it fn 2018 There
wonitle] b i bt of mesw faees, thora are

Che,

A bof of them yoeng jirls were col-
lege all-stars, most of them are
around 18 or 19 bol it scemz like
they've  been arouimd  forever as
[y e been ploying as soon a8 they
wire eligihle to play,

*The likes of Lanise MeKenna who
i5 19 woubd b onee of our key players,
ik seems ke she's been there forey-
i

“All seems Lo b going good. An-
ooy yvesr behind us we'll have oore
ally good sguad of UlGs coming
through.”

4l i feow (e baik there dre i bot of
young plavers who have coming
throtigh In Ehe bast few years.”
'['.l'!l!}"'l.'r alremty made: mmends for
Insing lost year's semi-final o
Tillysaran, dnd Reilly akso reports
Emer MeVeety hings recoverned from
ey Ini teme foe fhis weekend's fi-

izl,

“To e hinmest, we wens “dlks-
appointed [ast vear with o s
il wee set oir goul of geiting back:
aml [rying b0 gol gne ﬂnnﬁﬂhnr.
this year which wis the U]ster fnel.”



'I'll always remember

Cork’s mhlhi'rlr:hmtht sliatar despite the best efforts of Kilkenny's Miriam

Walsh during the All lreland Senior Camogic Final,

i

Picture: InphodJames Crombie

Faye McCarthy and Aoife Murray launching the M. Donnelly GAA All-Ireland Poc Fada

Finals in Croke Park at the start of the summer.

Prctiad: Iriphs/Biryam Keans

Mark
. Woods

IT'S only now our winner, Aoife
Murray, can really begin to enjoy
Cork's record-breaking I7ch All-Ire-
land camogie victory t that natl-
biting win over Kilkenny.

It was the star goalkeeper’s sighth
pedtal in a glittering career, starting
with her first in 2002 and including
six Al Stars aﬁéﬁ:ﬂmg;nunw cham-
pionships wit ghduy.

Apife, who only recently burned 34,
works in property in Dublin, where
ghe's baen ‘exiled’ for the last six
years, so making her mare recent
successes all the more praigeworthy.

Following on from 02, Aoile
colleoted more medals in 05, 05, 08, 019,
14, 15 and this vear and was decor-
ated by the All Stars in d, 08, 09, 1,
14 and 15.

Where does this year's one-paint
win over Kilkenny it in?

“1 genuinely don't think you can
rank the All-lrekands becanse some-
thing different happens every year,
whether it"s camogie-related, person-
al life, or work life,

“There's always something aleul
a season which makes it hard, so jt's
very difficult for me to say this was
the sweetest of them all. =

“ At the moment i s because its so
close o the bone, but [ will always re-
member my first medal kn 2002,

“1 still remember the fight 1 had to
do to get the number 16 jersey and
play with girls who were my heroes

ing up. That was equally special
50 many different reasons, | was
only 18 at the time,” Acifie sald.

To the ontsider looking in, you'd
imagine a blg part of the motivation
this year was to make up for bosing to
the same opponeiis 12 months ago,
bt Aoife’s take on that ks interesting.

" Paople were saying you were bac
fo pet revenge, but for me personally,
v s e Mevenge.

- “l gouldn't begrudge Kilkenny
their win kst yvear becanse they per-
formed amd we didn't, to be cold and
practicalabout it.

“I never had that senseol geiting
one back on them, It just didn't feel
like that.

“Orverall we have it over Kilkenny
in terms of All-Irelands won (27-13)
and that's how I'd look at .

“1f that was ns and Dublin and we
were both on 26 tiles, I'd certatnly
want to get ane over them, :

“I'd never put Kilkenny camogie in
the same bracket al Cork camogie
becanse if you look back over the
history of the game, the record books
show where we ane at.

“Same of the younger girls might
have had revenge on their minds and
that's fine becanse they play each
other at coligge level, so ] don't have
that side of 1.7

Making that twice weekly return
Dublin to Cark trip made i all worth-
while for Aoife, who admitted [t
waEn't easy at times,

“1'd normally come dinvia o Tues-
days and again at the weekends,
Sometimes, I'd travel on Thursdavs
imstead Snd work from home on Fri-

days, bot it would alvavs be just once
during the weak.

“When the body is good and the
hiar b good you don't mind 1t at all,
but, when they re nobin symach, | fnd
i am awtinl chore,

“It was grand dizring the summer
and vet 1 suppose overall, 1% part
anid parced of betng an inter-couniy



my first medal in'02’

*

Frnsing oo

* LADIES

(SPTSTAR

\4

camogie player.

“The worst part would be the
journey back early on Wednesday
morning and then come 3.30 in the
afternoon.”

And when yvou consider i long-
standing back injury, it adds o the
impressive dedication and commit-
ment shioasn by Aoife.

=] havwe b an isste with my bick
for a while and then [ had a nasty fall
im the 2013 All-Ireland semi-finel
apainsl Kilkenny,

sPhednitinl advice from the

foife Murray clears abhead of Wexford's Hicole Fertune in the
Picture: InphasEen Sutton

Camogie League Divisien 1.

medics was 1o do nothing for 12
maonths, but ke every other spori-
sperson 1 sought o second oplnion
h:::pl_mn.;l e what 1 wanied (o hear,
=W mandaeed to win two All-lre-
lands in 2014 and 2015, =0 [ consider-
ed 1 had rode my lick anad was foriu-
mube fo have achieved what we dicl
“f potired alfter 2015, but, then,
when the cho 1 forward and the
long evenings arcive you begin 46
think about plaving again. The
poriunity to play for Cork ag
camie up so | decided te give [t ane

i N

Bward for August.

more bash. I'm enjoving it. 50 why
not?

The night before the final, Aokfe
rogmed with Gemma O'Connor,
another warrior who was considered
uafit to start because of a knee injury
susthined in the semi-final,

She didn’t trave] with the bEam on
the Satirday, having worked in
Dublin on F afding to the un-
certalnty of her avaikakility.

"(emma was saving the only dis-
appeinting thing about training on
Thursday was that it didn’t go on

Aoife Murcay congratulsted by nephews and nisces James,
David, Louise and Cara Murray and Shannan Holmes fallowing
the presentation of the Musherry GAA/Auld Triangle Sports

Picture: Mike English

long enodigh

“Hearing that gave miea b of hope
and 1T wis thinkKing *ghe’ll do the
warm-up and see how [t poes’,

“[ was sayving she might be able io
give us 1030 minutes or whatever
whit can

“1 felt i}
worked hard enough over the years
to deserve the henour of going in the
paarncle before the mitich.

“Then, after plaving the whole
mmateh, I vied what a troopor she
really ig.”

Pictare: lnphdlames Crambie

spari, Aoife is involved
ok anel it proved an eye

Aowaty fro
in chiarity 1
OpEHET.

“Ldon‘t doonongh to o completely
honest mbout it, Chilkl Funsd Irekarsd
has o pirtnership with the Camoghe

cgociation and [ was lucky enough

sked to come along and be an
dap For it
it some time in Ethiopia to
o2 thie work they do on the grouml
and | must say it is phenomenal.
They were promoting bikes for
young ghels and that solted the camo-
08, :
m st listed] as an armbasasdor,
buf between wark and camogie i2°s
wery hared to (ind the time o do more.
=1*"m also not so social-medin
snvvy, which is an area | do fall down
iy becanse T oould be pushing Child
Fund Ereland & bit more. | iwssl very
acensionally. bt don’t get the hash
tag thing." Aofla’s future between
the pists for Cork isn't geing to be de-
chiled anytime s00n. ;

"Far the mafsent 1'm just trying (o
concentrate on enjoying the viclory,
a3 mch as possible,

=Weg were straight back with
Cloughduy, bart lost recently, o Lean!
enjoy the wintor now, |

*T've o few nigeling things'as well
fram the vear, so | can go back 1o the
pym and get these sorted. T don't!
think now 1% the time (o moke any
decizions" Aoife coneludedl |




At the presentations to the Evening Echo Ladies Sports Star Autumn Quarterly award winners in assodation

with the Ambassador Hotel, were award winners, Aeife Murray, camogie, Cork, Sharon Semchiy, swimming, &% ; : . R
EhmrsﬂzllhhiringﬂuhﬂlmlSﬁmdt.Iﬂ:hlhl,mnﬂuhmmuﬂu‘n-ﬂbiumngMu : 2 " - P S—— W -
deputy marketing manager, Lisa Coughlan, Ecin Daly, manager and Acife Lohse, marketing, Ambassador  Aoife Murray, Esghan Dinan, deputy editor of the Evening Echo, Louise Scannell and Sharon Semchiy at the
Hotel. : Picture: Dan Linehan  awards ceremony yesterday. - Picture- Dan Limehan

Trio of Cork sports

u Eamonn Murphy

A TRIO of talented Loesiders were
honoured in vesterday's Evening
Echo Ladies Sport Star Awards func-
thom at The Ambassador Hotel,

Swimmer Sharon Semchiy, bas-
kethaller Lowize Scannel]l and cimo-
gle beon Aoife Murray were the three
brilliant athlotes recognised by the
Evening Echo and The Ambassador
Hotel as the third quarter winners.

This is the 1ith vear aof the schems,
the leading awards for female sport
stars In the country, anil thers were o
number of contenders for the threo
glatz eovering July, Augiet and Sep-
tember,

Maturally, camogio was golng to be
po the Fore in this guarter, after Cork
puzhed clear of Dublin on the roll of
honowr with thelr 27th title at the ex-
pense of great rhvals Kilkenny, Aodfe
Murray was immense in ithe decider
against the Cats, but had besn
equally impressive in the tough
semi-final againgt Galway,

Murray picked tp her clght senior
All-Treland when walking up the
steps of the Hogan Stand to 11T the
O'Duffy Cup, and also has three

At the presentations to the Evening Echo Ladies Sports Star Autum
Hotel, were award winner Cork camogie player Acife Murray with her brothers, Damien,

Collins.

eounty championships 1o her nama
with Cloughduy, along with six —
and you'd imagine soon o be seven

© — AllSears. Murray's dedication can

b mesisired by the fact she works in
Dublin and commuies home for
training. amd took time off to join her
Eamily at yesterday's flunction.

Thers has been a strong baskethall
flavour to this yvear's Evening Echo
Ladies Sport Star Awards, with
Claire Rockall and Grainne Dwyer
winners already in the first two
guarters. That’s because Irish
women’s basketball is Nying high
and that's why Louise Scannell was

n Quarterly award winners in assodation with the Ambassad
Paudie and Kevin and her first cousin Niall

Pictuee: Dan Linehan

pleksl,

The Glanmire plaver was immense
for the Treland UlSs when they defied
the odds to reach the final of the
European Champienship, which
were staged in Dublin. In doing so
they gained promotion fo the l?kp tier
of the game. Amy Murphy and Anna

aces are honoured

ligse Murphy were the other Cork-
onians on the U18 panel.,

The third award winner on hand
yvesterday was swimmer Sharon
semchiy. A 16-year-old fifth-yeari
student at Regina Mundi, she ex-
celled for Ireland in the Home Inter
national Schoeols meet in England.

A momber of Sunday's Well Swim-|
ming Club, where Richard Cassidy 1s
her coach, while her parents Yurl
and Iryna are a major support. She
traing in the pool every morning
from Bam, while after school she
works aut in the gym at the Mardyke
Arena, where Sharon is a member of
their Emerging Talent Programme.

Evening Eche Sports Editor John
MecHale paid tribute to the dedication
and achievernents of the trio.

“When you're the best in Cork

you're usually the best in Ireland and
often the best in the world as well. 1t's
fantastic that we have been able to
honour three sport stars from vary
different sports who are taking on
the best in the business and win-
ning."
Evening Echa 30T Ladias Spert Slar winners:
Grienng Dywor (baskolbes), Sasime Woonan
{soccar), EITJH-FIWhI:E mnd Vichoria Buind
mestckiry]. Claine Foc |bu-hnm1. Canie
L.we.'ﬂ.w].um% M
ray :nmu-gq:..Lmu-uSm'l'-l , Ehar
tor Semchiy [reeTrring).



H Mary Newman

AST woekend's results de-
ided the semi-finalists for the
E Systems senior B cham-
Honship and for one of the
nior A finalists.

However, we will have to
vaLE untll tomoreaw to learn
‘ho the second team to con-
it the jonior A final will be,
5 Ballvhea and Watergrashill
ave to play again after draw.
g on Saturday Last,

It will be all systems go from
arly morning in Castle Road,
OmOTrow, as part of a busy
iple-header.

The Ballyhea and Water-
rashill replay of the SE Sys-
¥ms junbar A semi-final 1= at
l:d0am. The winners will
1get Ma Piarsalgh, whao
ookedl their place in the final
rith a 2-11 to 1-12-win over 5t

i’z kst weekend,
ire Og harl the upper hand
n Fr O"Meill's in the last
ame in the senor B round-
nbin serbes of games, winning
-148 b 1,

The result eecmzd a semi-
nal spot for Bire Og and ens
ured there would not be
three-way play-off,

The semi-finals go ahead to-
wrrow in Castle Read. Bal-
inhassig take on league
hampions, Blackrock, who
ri in their first season at sen-
ir B, having won the inter-
wediate grade last season.
lackrock have impressed
1is campaign. with victories
vier Barryroe, Carrigaline,
nd Fr O Neill's, but they
ere held to a draw, in thelir
pening game, by Eire Og.
Ballinhassig are experi-
1ced. They regrmded down to
nior B this season and they
ave done well to reach the
pst-four. They overcame
ionakiliy and Valley Rovers,
at lost to Aghabullogue in
e round-robin serles and
ey will leok to their excel-
nt Cork senior, Eimear

“-‘.u]]ivan to lead them (o a
nal spo
‘l.-aLt:r:.r Rovers and Eire Og
ave been knocking at the
worof the senior B champhon-
ip for several years: Valleys
mtested the final last yvear
ud Tost to !.[:11]:.\!.'-

It's 2013 since Eire Og were
jere, but, this senson, they
yve worked hard and they
i1l fancy their chances of get-
g to the final. After a draw
ith Blackrock in their open-
g game, they went on 1o e
ain undefeated, as they beat
wrigaline, Barryroe, and Fr
edll's
Ha]llnh..'lss:lg versus Black-
ck throws In at 11.45am, and
111 be followed by Valley
wwers versus Elre Og, at

.

]E'}EL NTY HURLIMNG FINAL
ILLECTION: Clubs are rem-
ded that the eounty board
a5t huive the names of collec-
r& for the county horling
151l befiore the collection on
iy Wk

Mames must be with county
ard by mext Tugsday, al the

test. Please contact any

unty board officer, il you |

Loretta Hanley, Milford, tries to block Laura Hayes, St Cathesine's, in last year's championship diash.

Ficture: lim Coughlan

Milford must be

ready for Sars

TODAY: SE Systems Senlor Cham-
pionship quarier-final: Milford v
Sarsfields, Castle Road, 3.30pm.

WITH one big scalp under their belts
in the S8E Syatems bor Champion-
ship, Sarsfields go in search of another
this afternoon. They are bidding for a
place in the last-four against Milford,
in Castle Hoad.

Having caused the first shock of the
championship on opening night, in
round one, when they hit Inniscarra
with late goals, rjlaj'uﬂhe]m}dngmr
A repeat pe

After viciory in th:.':lr ulpmtrlu rotinid
tie, they are ane of the four t=ams b0
have advanced directly'to the guarter-
ﬂnah and it must have been hard to

B Mary Mewman

ship since July 25,

Milford, having avercome 5t Fin-
bare’s in round one, were one of the
winning sides that were drawn in
roand two and hare they beat Ballin-
cillig East woekend,

In that outing, Milferd showed they
are gs strong as ever and, agaln, it was
goals that proved crucial, with Maria
Walson thelr ll'd.l.ﬂ:E card, Milford won
312 1o 0-11, with the experlenced for-
ward nl:ll;l:lun: up two goals. They are
very experienoed outfit, with playvers

such as Rebecca Finn, Elatne O'Rior-
dan, Deirdre Hayes, Sarah Sexton, and
Cork senfor, Ashling Thompson, who
had a super hour on Saturday last,

Milford will have welcomed that
game, &5 nothing beats competitive
chanmpionship. They donot participate
in the count ';Je‘::iguex- and they show
Little of thedr aril championsllp
comes around.

They lost to [nniscarra in lagt year's
{inal, as thelr bid for five-in-a-row was
quashed and they are determined fo
get back an fop,

Sarsfields, In thelr second senson
back af senbor bevel, showed huge per-
sigtence o fashion a splendid win over
Inniscarra.

Trailing at one stage by 12 points,

they never gave up thae fight and stxped
a magsive comeback to shade it by the
slimmest of margins.

‘They hit 3-6 in the second-half, limit-
ing the champions to just three points.
They have excellent young players in
Clare Mullins, Edel Lonergan, Lucy
Allen, and Lucy Kelly, while the ex-
perienced Emer Fennell continmes to
glve great service fo them.

They play with huge confidence and
maturity and they won't lear the
champlons of 2015 With the scalp of
the 2016 champions to their credit,
they will b hunting to add another
one to thelr collection.

This one will ge down e the wire,
with the result in the balance to the
final whistlo

have been inactive in the champlon-

Champions Inniscarra are expected to edge past Douglas

TODAY 5E Systems Senior Championship
guarter-final: Inniscarra v Douglas, Casile
Road, 1pm.

CHAMPIONS Inniscarra are in action again !'-"'liﬂ_!-'
when they take on Douglas in a bid to secure a semi-
ﬂn:]ﬂ;pm in the 5 E systems senjor county cham.
plon

l-aIJ-:-wmg on thelr round one victory over Ballyg-
arvan on July 38, Douglas have been inactive sinco
whilst Inniscarra having lost out in the opening
roumnd to Sarsfields have had two games i tle back.
a0,

You have to wonder §s it better to win the epening
round or lose out as nothing beats having good chan-
pioniship games and the inactivity may just be an
isswe as it §s hard to Keep players focused,

Douglas were in fying form in thelr clash with
I’:I.alh-g.an".,m as they hit an impressive 0-20 to Ballyg-

s e B o nde e S ik s Ll saes s et dioses rnd ss o s B

lIuI'IiI‘;|r Mewman

was it good. Their league results were poar as they
strugeled in all sectors but champlonship always
brings ont the best In teams and this was the case as
they fired on all eylinders with all of their players
linimg ok,

Their Cork trio of Katriona and Pamela Mackey
ard Julka White lel the way with plenty of support
ItI:-:rm Chloe Mason, Jess Kavanagh and Denise Har-
rimgiom.

Inniscarrn wore hit with late goals as Sarsflelds
avercame them |n ronnd one but they have been
hugely impressive sinee as they got thelr campaign
back on track with an bapressive ackedoor victory
aver Ie-airut champlons Courcey Hovers, They then

PN T Ly RN ) GRS NS SR T R T T

where they recorded another impressive victory.

They are strengthened this season by the incluaion
af Miamh lworth to theie full-forward line. She is
huge asset to a scoring division that has excellent
players in Cork senor Miamhb MeCarthy amd Joanne
Cazey, And when you add in Cork captaln HRena
Eumey to thelr Hneont you canmot but be impressed

v tham.

They are strong in all sectors and players such s
captain Mary Buckley, Caltlin Looney, Rebeeca
Cruigley and Alleen Shechan have all stood up and
been counted as the champlons cantinue the defence
of fu title thiey won in such impressive style tast sea-
SOIL.

Douglas will go in as underdogs to this sne bart that
will not worry them to much they williof coursa,
laak do thedr inter-county players b beawl the way but
they bave good youngsters 'iD-IJ' You would expect the

e AT UL



Top clubs can
show their class

*‘* Evening Echo M

Camogie

GLEM Rovers are the first and only
side vet through fo the senior county
championship semi-final.

There are three gamos between
toelay and Monday night to determine
the remaining spois.

inniscarea take on Donglas and
Sarafields and Milford face pach other
in Castleroad today, while on Monday
evening St Catherine’s and Carbery
micet again to separate the sides, Of the
championship games I've watched to
date, the 51 Catherine’s and Carbery
g hizs Been the highlight for me, It
was the one game that was fast and
fMlowing with some very good team-
work and skill on show.

Thers are inter-eointy playvers that
don't always shine for their club but
vou can never say thal about Orla
Cotter. What performances she has
miven over the years anmd Inst Sunday's
first-hall display was up thepe with the
Beat of Them.

She guietened & bit in the thicd
quiarier and that®s when Carbery’s re-
surgence began. But Orla came strong
again and i eniled :'llLRQII..'J]'E'.

You must give great credie to Denis
Wialsh and Cathepine's. Thebr consiat-
ency over the past mumber of years has
been excellent,

They've lost two Key players in
Joanne O'Keoffe and Michelle Tobin,
who have travelled nbroad, and still
produced the geods 1ast Sunday. Their
opening 30 minutes was truly very im-
pressive with fost, sharp, snappy pas-
slmg.

And for those of you who saw young
Anife Hurley perform, that was a treat,
What an exclting foreard,

Hor speed, skill and finizhing rem.
inded me of Inniscarca’s Niamh
MeCarihy when sho set the chanipion-
ship alight in 2010. Aoife was very
highly thought of at minor level and
here's hoping she'll have a bright fu-
ture.

Carbery had a difficuli task, facing
St Catherine’s a day after the inter-
medlate championship final where
Meweestown hacd the bettor of Ennis-
Eeane, Bul only three playvers from
those clibs started and finished the
givme 0 maybe the impact wasn't as
sirongt as some expected it to be.

Orla Cronin was enhe of Carbery’s
bist plavers on the night, having been
on ihe losing side the day before. [ was
probably the best medicine for her
after her disappointnient.

Collette Desmond and Orla Coupgh-
lnn were unavatlable last Suncday. One
wonders if they 1] be with the feam on
Monday. Kilbrittain/Timoleagine had
the majority of playvers on the starting
15, with seven.

Sile Burns 21411 has the touch. Her
]mﬂlml strength was always a threat

gl acored & fm' goal. If she had
more of a supply she would have
efitizedl mere daninge,

This replay 5 hard to call. Orla
Cotlr is abrodd with the WGPA and
r&hlmtﬁmmmw

I.tB I:b'li"h :Hm“ |:‘1]1:1..1“hrln

that m \mr}un;w isn't the IJ-M! Himo

?"‘!

©

htheprﬁerllathustﬁ the Evening Echo Ladies Sports Star Autumn lhnrluiriudmrmu in association with the Ambassador tht-el,

were, Rory Noonan, Evening Eche, with award winner for Aoife Murray.

Ihrﬂﬂlu Keane, Emhluam.hmhn against Hmnmhhstw:ﬂml‘slnnmﬂme

final. The clubs also represent Carbery.

to be playing Important games,

But with time against Cork due to
the Munster championship fixtures
the county semi-finals must go ahead
next weskend with the final set for the
Oetober bank holidey weekend.

sarsfields had a tremendons win
ower champions Inniscarea in rouwnd
ok, 3-13 to 2-13, Good scoring and a re-
st that was unguestionably a shock

Innfscarra have regrouped with two
strong wins over Conrcey Rovers and
Cloughduy while it just nnder thres
monihs singe Sars played. It scems to
me that you're hetter of losing your
{irst roud.

sarsfiebds face Milford. Milford are
silll strong nnd Impressive,

They may nod be the force they once
were but they still rank in the top three
% county championship faveurites.
Thi logs of Marle O'Neill last vear was
a bl one and Anna Goary has now de-
chiled to play her club camogie in Dub-

Picture: Larry Cummins

lin where she lives.

The teant are on the road a IMF
time, longer than the connty and All-
Ireland hanours they waon in H01E72013.
Milford remind me a lot of Glen Rovers
when we had our great run.

Ii'z sad when it stari= to break up
and we too had one or two leavers a
season whereby we wepe st strong
enough to win county titles bat poss-
ibly mot strong enoagh to win the All-
Ircland. And then finally the bubble
bursts.

Our last county title win was in 1996,

The Waizons are still big players. It's
a pliy Cork wasn't for them in recent
vears, Ashling Thompsen is currently
playing greatl camogie and Elaine
O'Riordan 2 =il one of the best full-

chs in the championship,

Sars conld he the next Milford in
time, Cortainly, they have the under-
ape credentials,

Thelr work-rate must be a key com-

Picture: Dan Linehan

@@0rla Cronin was
one of Carbery’s
hest players despite
losing with her
club.”

ponent of their play today if they want
that sponer rather than lator,

All three games should be goodd (o
watch and that's how it should be at
the quarter-final stages.

Rena Buckley, Ashling Thompson
and Kilkenny's Ann Dalion are short-
listed for the Senior Inter-county
Player of the Year award.

This shortikst {3 selected by the ca-
maogie association and the WGPA. Con-
gratulations to all three.

I'm sure Rena or Ashling will be the
reciplent.

I'm wondering what Aoife Murray
miest di to be recogmised? 1t's the gaal-
keeper syndrome. They never get the
crodit they deserve.

Wizll, we appreciate her here locally.
She was the reciplent of the Em-nil:?
Echo Ladies Sport Star Award on W
nesday and on Monday next she'll pe-
coejve thn- S6FM September award in
the Rochestown Park Hotel.

Rooney’s

gra for
camogie
honoured

® Mary Newman

TWELVE months ago the ¢a-
magie and GAA families were
lunged intoe mourning fol-
owing the untimely passing
of well-Enown referas
Dominic Rooney, who took Ll
and collapsing while officiat-
ing at an 1716 camogie cham-
ﬂuuﬁl‘up game between Doug-
5 and Brian Dillon's, which
ahead at the at
ommunity Schoal

Was oin
Douglas

Erdmanats,

The well-Enown East Cork
official who was a member of
the Carrigtwohill club and
was native of Newbridge, Kil-_
d}?ﬁﬂ:ﬁjﬁmam atlathe-g l:}
1hie nEering Ourﬂs at Col-
linz Barracks in Cork, e had
served abroad with the UK.

Players, mentors and par-
ents were all shocked at his
passing. He was a hugely
popilar referee with mentors
and players alike and to de-
scribe him as a gentleman is a
vary fitting description,

Mlways r_'t:ntr:.r and always
smiling, his first priority al-
ways was for the plavers and
he alwvays showed huge con-
cern with any injuries. An
ahhﬂ!nf memory of him will ey
one of his sayings when a
player got injured: “The clock
15 utl:-ppl:d take as long as ye

"I"Jie Carrigtwohill camogie
club have decided to honour
hiz memory In the best way
passible and tomorrow they
will hold the inaugural
Dominic Kooney Memorial
Tournament, which will now
be an annual event and El?l.'i:llﬁ
forward they hope that it
B0 WA O YR

For this year four Ul2 teams
will participate and they are
:d!.'l from the East Cork divi-

Q.

Proceedings get under way
at 11am and the home club
Carrigtwohill will play Dun.
gourney, while at the same
time Castlelyons will take on
Aphada. The final will go
ahead at 12.30pm and there
will also be a playoff between
the two losing semi-finalists.
Therefore all teams will play
two games on the day.

The chab are delighted that
Dominic’s wife Margaret and
sons David, Adam, Eoin and
Cillian will be attending on
the day to present the Cup to
the winning team and join
evervhody in honouring the
memosy of 2 great man,

It is testament 1o the high
regard Dominic was held in
that the club has had a mass-
ive band of people ready to
help out on the day. They are
delighted with the responsa
from his refereeing friends for
coming together to halp oot on
the day and they want to gl

ul-:'ltlat' thanks to PJ Ahern

rorganising this for them.

They also acknowledge and
thank Johnny OQ'Connell whi,
has beent in regular contact af-'
fering helpinany way he can.
ThE} extend an Anvi-
Lo tﬂam
to come down '
join them In hnn-:rnrl'u:
Dominie’s memory; |



INNiscarra
push
champs
tO replay

CAMOGIE
—_®Linda Mellerick
e

'"nismm
= — 0-1
Douglas *

COUN -
TY champion: 1 8
arra =iill ru:-'ra:ii:i l]!:_'lill:";lilff&

hard bariony st afr
ended all square las E:lﬁ"h*
meEe Championship,
nniscarera

Points from Nﬁﬁ?ﬁh::gﬂl:ﬂ
and Joanne Ciasey bt the ﬂ-l.l‘r
sta t1.-rJ'L|.'|,g Katrins MBEI':B:.' hati
mju[nﬂa.ﬁ- leve] 011 Nine |_-|"||:|-|'|_“"_..5
3““ 'l.\'hf'n Ihn hardwnl—hing
~oy Leo gave Douglas the lead
At the end of the first quarter
Inniscarra just eouldn't get
themselves back in front.

Katie O'Mahony drew the
Bldes leve] entering additoenal
tme and with it came a replay.

From the outset, Diouglas
worked their socks off and
while yes, they had their
superstars again in the
Mackey's and Julia White, it
was players such as Amy Cur-
tin. Joy Leo, Jessica Kavan-
agh, Rebecca Shechan and
Iatelyn Holland who can alsn
take much of the credit.

In the opening hall, Innise-
pura were finding it hard to got
a supply into their forward
division. Joanne Casey ended
up playing deep to win pos-
session. Miamh MeCarthy was
an her game bat equally, Amy
Curtin did a tremendous job of
heeping her to four points,

Onee or twice Inniscarra
split Douglas down the middlbe
and pointed when to keep
going might have given a
greater return. But Jessica
Kavanagh was tremendous in
ioal for Douglas so finding the
net wasn't going to easy.

THe teamwork of Julia
White and Katrina Mackey
was a jov to walch and with
the latter in top form. Nnish.
ing the game with 12 points,
Inniscarra just couldn®t get
their noses back in front.

Douglas led by two at the
break, 0-8 to 0-6 and pushed
the gap to three an two occa.
glons in the second half.

Inniscarra continued the
pressure but every time they
pulled the game back to a
point Mackey would reply.

The game was lovel for the
third time on 58 minutes.

Mackey gave Douglas what
may have been the winner
only for O"Mahony to stop
thelr celebrations and have
another bite at the cherey. -~
Samrars bor Innisommas J Chey 08 {0
5 {}. M McCarthry 0-4, K Okiahany 0.1, &
Sheahmn B-1.

Drsinglans K Mackny 0-12 (05 . S Lo, J
e i S ks M Buchdaye)
I A, L '
:;Il!:fl'"ﬂ"r' N Duighoy: A Dirsn, A Shea-
han, A Kavanagh: R Bmk?' K L Ma-
hoery: T MeiCarhy, J Casey, B Loorsy: A
Wemfiia, M D‘mﬂf‘ H Hl.‘-frﬂl'ﬂ"l'r'
Iuba: O Healy tor B Buckioy [3%). O
Haffarnar tor T """E i &
2 J HarnAghan i
g?_.l'”n:'_";{w; A snﬁhan P Macisy,
K hE CRuanachain; J Whts, =3 Fll'!ﬁ': 4
lm_ B Mackey, & Mukoonay; J 0°'Ma-
narvy: O Kaarsgh, K Holaed.
Subu: A O'Haltaran for C Kavanagh
|, A Swanion for § Loeg (B4,
Raoferss: John O'Lsary {MaBow].

OeT
2017

Milford
Sarsfields

2-15
o-1n

Cork ace Thompson powers Milfor

m Mary Newman

A POWERFUL second-half dispiay

TUIL - play ensured Milford
%Tkm their place in the last four of the SE Systems
semior Champlonship in Castle Road on Saturday,

Trailing by a point at the interval, they hebd their
g{'!l?::!l-'m;:sweh %% for the second half, and firing on

w i -
ot il cltasi!.ll kit 1-9 without reply as they

Cork senior Ashling Thompson had a superb game
at midfield, particularly in the second h:llr.I:ul m
thelr display as a unit that impressed.

They found each other with pinpoint passes and
th-ujr excelled handling and distribution was a fea-

ure of their game, as they showed thelr experience
ARAINSt & young Sarsfields side.

Aided by the strong wind in the opening half Sars.
flelds made good use of thelr advantage and they
showed no fear of Milford as they went for every ball
with confidence as they opened up a two-point lead

Milford got back on level terms.

Emer Watson cdged Milforid ahead, pointing & free,
bavt Sarefielcds enjoyed n good spell where they hit =i
f:::nt:t tor MERoed's aive, s they opemed up A 0-T to 04

d.

Katle Galvin hit & point as Emer Fonnell converted
a free either side of it :

Sars held their mivantage, but with five minutes to
the break Milford were gifted a goal after the Sars
‘keeper falled to elear her lines, Maria Watson fin-
shed amartly to the net. Again the sides troded
points and the last sny was with Sars as they edged
two points elear, 0-11 o 1-6, af the break.

It was going to be tough for Sarsfields to defend
against the strong wind in e second half but no-
thing could have prepared them for the intensity of
Milford's display.

From the mestart Ashling Thompson fook conirol
arcamd the midile fring over a palnt and Marie Wat-

d past Sarsfields

£om had them quickly on level terms.

As they cottinued to win oll the vital areas add
they did what they do best, drove for home. Points
from Emer Watson (3) and Maric Watson extended
thelr mbmntage before substitete, former Limerick
senbor Dympna O°Brien, grabbed a goal, and thoy
added three more points to their tally, The cham-
phons of 2015 showed they mean to have a g say in
this champlonship agnin.

Seores lor Miload: M Waison 14, E Wbt LD Beian 01,
A Thompaon 03, L Siack K Gk -1 pich S
mmm “;Fwﬂrt-:-rm-w-;-.unmru-a I Mo WicCarssy C Wl
MILEGRD: A A Gakan, E OF Fisrdan, D !
T e e S AL
T imas s R Y
nﬂmh-Ew:m[u:-_Hmtﬂﬂn'lem . A
SARSFIELDS: M Ly £ Lorgmgan. B Damy, J Murphy E Casey, M
Mulling, M E Farmol, L Koy, M M Mo

1 w ““mrmr Harhy, McCanthy,

Suba: N Hckey for E Longegas (3], © Ahains for C Holland (800, E
Tomrnary ke H Horlityg|f)
Rafaree: Cathal Egan ((3en Aowos)

Cork mﬁbmm Buckley, receives the Nerth City and District Sparts Star Award from Joe Kennedy, General Manager, Clayton Silversprings Hotel inth
presence of Lord Mayor, Clir Tony Fitzgerald; Dnair O'Brien, Red FM and County Mayaor, Clr Dedan Hurdey.

RENA BUCKLEY'S standing as
thie country s most talented fensale
sparting performer 8 recognised
by her position on the top of the
roll of honour, having won her
1hth All-lrelamd sentor medsl lag
et

The Inniscarra club parson was
in bypically inspirational form in
the All-Treland camogie final
against Kilkenny, leading Cork to
thoe O Dl Ty for their 27th title,
In doing so, she has become the
first woman to captaln Cork to
guceess in both camogie and foot-
ball, only the second female to
raise both trophies as captain fol-
lowing Mary Geaney whe led
HKerry to win football in 1576 and
Cork camogie four years later.

Continuing to s& new 1argets,
Rena emerged a worthy recipient
in the monthly Northside and Dis.
trict Sports Awards hosted at the
Clayton Silversprings Hotel. Fol-
lowing Innisearen’s county senior
camogie title Iast aubumn ehrned
hér nomination as Cork captain
for 20 7.

As a result, Buckley docided to
focus solely on camogie amnd away
from foothall after winning 10 AI-
Irelam senlor medals since 2005,

“I'viz beon really hicky, playing
on good teams, the clubs have been
& huge help in terms of propelling

New notch
in awards
list for Rena

m John Tarrant

mie ando Cork teams. And in ferms
af injury, v been very lacky boo
amd ['ve gotten great Suripun at
home from my family,” she said.

Buckley has pl a hige part

“Wa learned immensely from
the earlior defeats by Kilkenny
el Limerick, it stood to s in the
group stages In the champlonship

in the county’s All-Ireland tour dis
foree passage tewards regaining
the O'Duffy Cup after a rollor
coaster chmpaign.

Defeat by Kilkenny in the
Leagme final and Limerick in the
Munster dechdor, out of adversary
came progress for Cork in the
group stuges to the All-Ireland
Champ Ip, Cork issisl a rem-
{nder that they were far from o

nt force yel defending cham-
ﬁn&}ﬂﬂwmw gtond in thilr path.

whers matlers pod tight in thesemi
against Galway. Amd fortiunately
in the dechkler, we got a good siart
apalnst Klkenny, thoy came back
and thankfully, we availed of late
chances to win,”™ said Heni,

“Wie cagme up to Croke Park last
yvear gokng for three-kn-a-row and
we were tanght a lesson by Kilken-
ny. We really put mir shonlder to
the wheel, thankfully the froits of
ol work wore shown on the folkd
o regaln the champlonsehip title"

Presiden
Ireland final against Kilkenny.

t Michael D Higgins meets Cork captain, Rena Buckley, prior 1o the All-

Ficture: lohn Tarrar

1 L

Picture: Inpha/James Crombi



CAMOGIE ULSTER SENIOR FINAL

EVEN the most silvertongued
Loughgiel native would find it hard to
downplay the revenge factor in Sun-
day's Ulster final against reigning
champions Slaughtnel,

Their manager Connor Campbell
meikes no attemgd at hiding the reali-
ty of the situation. Skughtneil
snatched last year's provineial Litle
away from Lowphgtie] when hMary Kel-
Iy goaled in the final few minutes, se-
curing a 1-8 to 1-5 victory in their Ul-
ster final replay.

The rest, as they say, is history.
Eelly's late intervention provid (he
bnchpad for their oventual suceess
i the All-Irelandd series as Slaught-
nell soaked up the plaudits for their
continoed =uecess across foothall,
hurling and eamogie,

Loughgiel were left lcking their
wounds bt they are back in the Ul-
ster decider alter elinching the four
in-a-row in Antrim, inflicting a heavy
defeat on Ballyeastle in the fnal

ULSTER SERICH CAMGHE AL

Miall
Gartland

Camphell zays they are determined
o wresile back the Ulster tithe whils
adding that they harboured no bitter-
nezs aboul Slaughtneil’s All-Ireland
wiik

"I's: probably one of the driving
Factors this year. After last year being
so cloge, we definitely thought we left
it behind. We're a different team and
g0 ang they with a eouple of peoplé @
ard & coupde of peophe oul.

*l suppose after we got bealen in
the Ulster final, we would've liked to
see Slaoghtnell go on and win it. 1
wis gt the semi-final and the final.

"With the way they played it was

good Lo see them win It and they de-
served it in fairmess o them, it was
good to soe an Ulster team win it as
welll,”

There is oné thing that scems Lo
rankle with Campbell. Loughgicl
have introduced fresh homegrown
taleni to the team as midfielders
Shauna Devlin and Charleng Camp-
Bl are unavaikable st the mement.

He notes that they didn't have to
slgn anyone from elzewhere, @ point-
ed reference Lo Slasghinel’s Offaly-
born player Tina Hannon, who i Pai-
sy Bradley's girlfriemi

“We'vea a couple not thers, Shatna
Devlin, Charlene Camphbell, she'sonly
back after having a baby, so that's our
two midiielders from knst year

"There are @ couple of younger
girls just coming through, we haven't
shgned any girts from other counties.”

Loughgiel is a club in mde health.
They have three senior camogic
teams and they recently won the In-

Captain fantastic...Loughglal captain Emma McFaddon with the Antrim Champlonship cup

ULSTER CAMOGIE

Loughgiel camogs bidding for revenge

The Antrim champions narrowly missed out on last year's Ulster title against Slaughtneil but have a chance to make amends

termediate title, overcaming Bridind
Dga in the decider.

Campbell says having three teams
ensures that everyone gels adequate
playing tme,

*To be fair, number wise for a small
parizh we'se greal nombers, we'd
three teams af sentor level Lhis vear.
You're talking 45 plus girls playing ot
senior level

“If keeps everybody af it If you've
three teams playing every week
they're all able toget games.™

The Shamrocks clinched the O'-
DufTy Cup in Anfrim with a resound-
g 4-13 £ 0-6 win over a young Bally-
castle side.

Loughgiel raced into a 36 to 0-2
lead, leaving the rest of the match
gomething of a formality,

They were sl pushing hard in the
closing stages and finished with a
flurry of 1-2, the goal coming from a
volley from Emma McMullan a
minute from time.

Lucia MeNaughton, Alslng McFad-
den and Racquel Murphy bed the way
in the scoring stakes as they
thieir Jith title, and Camphell was mat-
urally pleased with his: side’s per-

c2,

*We had a good run in Antrirm this
vear, One of our aims af the start of
mea{c-arwastngmhnktnﬂmmsm
final, the four ina row was a greal
achicvement as well,

"1 was happy enough with tha per-
formance, especially in the condi-
tlons, it was a wet and windy day. 1
F-ashapprmuahmmmrmhe
ajrli

Loughgiel have had almost a
month to prepare for this weekend's
decider. They have a clean bill of
health -and Campbel]l says they are
ready to go.

"I'm happy with how preparations
have gone, | couldn't really ask any
mare from the girls in terms of aiti-
tude and effort.”




LLSTER SENIOR CAMOGE FINAL

sartland

ILAUGHTNEIL just keep on rofling
il

Thelr camogs have made it back to
he Ulster final desplte missing two of
heir most talented players, Gaelie
AR Player of the Year Shannon Gra-
;I;Hw and goal-scoring supremao Mary

2l

Graham is in New Zealand while
willy, who scored the winning goal in
ast year's final against Longhgied, is
vorking in Scotland.

A double bammerblow thal would
win lesser teams, but the relgning
hamplons are one stép away. from
Dmpeting the two in=a-row in Sumns
ay°s decider against Loughgiel,

Damicn McEldowney, i member of
he Slaughinell management beam,
ays that others have stepped ap.in
e absence ol twool thedr best pliy-

ER.
"Obwiously we're missing two of
he best camogs in Ireland, Mary

scorid o goal In every champlonship
match last year and wis vot-
ed player of the year. Wee Bridin
MeAllister has stepped up In defence,
she's come ona ot and foreed her
way into the slarting 15.7

Their most Influential addition,
however, has been Tina Hasson, who
seored 1-6 1n their Derry final win
over Ballingscreen, MeEldovwney says
that they are 8 stronger unit than the
class of last year, who memorably
clineived the Al-reland gtk

"Tina Hannon's come into. the
team. She's Patay Bradbesy's girlfriend
and she's from OMaly eriginally,

TWe've one or bvo others and the
younger girls are pushing o We al-
meost have o stronger squad this year
despite loging Shannon and Mary.

“The younger girls that were with
us last year hiave picked up a lot From
our run to the All-Ireland, We hava
mare opthons on the bench than we've
 Stighinel

aughtreed] @ee Loughgiel in are-

peat of last year's Ulster final, which
the Emmet’s won after o repioy, McELR
downey &5 conscious that the Antrim
camiogs will be hell-bent an revenge,

“We know whial we're coming up
agminst, & hungry team and 1'm s
secingt how well we got on last year is

WIRINING HABIT. .The Slaughtnell camogs aro pictused after winning the Darry tiile

going to e o deiving foree for them.

“They were the closest team bo s
all year, The [rst game was a deaw
vl we won Ehie reploy with o goad i
the lnst couple of minaies

“TheyTl be thinking they could ve
won an AllIrelaml and that's some
mdivation for o team.®

Dominic "Woody' MeKinloy was un-
ale to commit earlier in the vear but
i back on the sidelines. McEldowney

saye they welcomed him back with
open arms when his scheditle Tread
L,

They form a fowr-man manage.
ment team alongzide Mickey Glover
and Sean MeEldown sy

He saild: “Initially Woody had
#epped away. He always said (o the
pirds he'd peser mess them aboat and
we'd all said our goodiyes

"Banl s the year progressed Jue had

a hit more lime on his hands. He
winted to get back invelved, You
don’l turn away someone of his ere-
dentinls and hislory.”

It's been another Gntastic year al-
ready for the Slaaghtnedl elub, who
won the Derry semior Gifles across
foathall, hurkting and camogie. All are
a1l in contention for provincal han.
oars desphle having short olf-seasons
after the cxplofis of last season,

*It's been anather great year in the
et codes They haven'l god much of
a reat with all the tradning done for
the All-lretands. The (iiness and all
has becn there, we've been trying Lo
keep everyone as injury froe as possi-

MeElovwnay wis also pleased with
hig side’s Derry final win over Balll-
nasereen, After o slow cnough stari,
they improved after the beeak (o
record i 517 fo 2-9 victory,

“"We knew It was galng (o be a
tough game, 'Screen af the moment
are el Lo us in the county,

“They asked us a Lot af questions in
the first-hall, Wee pleked ap an infury
and things were boking a wee bt
“thodipy al times. We got the girks com:
posed al hall-tme and came out in
the second hall and shoved how we
can play.”

Clonduff boss wary of dangerous Eglish

Y MIALL GARTLAND

LETER INTERMEDIATE CAMDGIE FINAL

LOMNDUFF ¥ EGLISH
anuniay, Geanamons, 2.30pm

LONDUFF will hope to sumimon th
pirit of 2014 in Saturday’s Ulster In-
srimediate final against reigning
hampions Eglish,

While Egtish are bidding for the
e in-a-row in Ulster, Clondulf can
ike heart from thetr provineial final
An in 2004 against e sams opposi-

{ili8
Cloplnfl joint-managar  Damen
griven admits they are wary of the
flented Tyrone partfit, whao fell tonn
romdsing defent in last scason’s All-
aland Mnal against Carlow oulfit
[vhail.

=wie'd be very wary of them, We
aven't seen them play in the last
waple of years, we'ré very wary of
hal we're gonna gek

=wWo would've been pretty confl
ant all through the vear hat with
ur inguries i's strotehing the panel,
ot st would Tike your strongest
s ot o play, 18711 nod be casy.
*Fourar five of e frst 16 are car-
ying knocks. they're all forwards,
e defenee is alrhght at the minnte,”

=3 =

VICTORS.., The Clondislf camegs ealobeats their win over Ballygalget In tha Down final

In posttive news, legendary Down
camgie Fionmusalas Care shaoaelel Be it
b play after recovering from a bro-
kem foot amd torn ankle lgaments
earlier in the year,

*She's back to normal. sh is ploy-
ke brilligastly at the minute; she was
out for a couple of months, She's
Back and she's Nvin she hins o bit of

a knoek bt hopedully 2holl play.®

Carr is one of ooroft of Clonduff
plivers whio Hoed st for Dewn this
year, inchuling: Clajre MeGilligon,
Pauln Cribben, Cassle Filzpatrick,
Sarn Lowise Carr, and Nigala € Ha-
gan, Megan CCRallly s away (rayvel-
fing, lwwewer,

“There's séven or eight an - the

caunty panel this vear. Megan O'Hefl-
Iy b5 away travelling and she's o big
mtlss far us, she went awny affer (s
eounty fnal”

Farnot flew up the mnks manng-
it arlimg: toarmes in the elub, He sy
a different approsch =2 peeded (o
eagcidng Use gleks, but adds thad thedre
carmmibltment k't indoubt

"l can sco a big difference, cven
Just the way youl lalk lo the girls

“Oiher than that, the training and
il 15 the same. Our girls are overy bit
4@ commiifed - I'd g4y (hey re mone
commiited than some of the burling
teams= I'vie Laloen,

*From the start of the yeor we're
having nearky 3 at most tralnings. A
kel of them travel upoand down, they
put in a big efffort and with 3 bt of
heck il pay ofl on Saturday.

Tere's fo =onior fodball b e
chith Ehis year, that has helped us a kot
a5 they*re nod doing both, they'se
been ahle o concenirale on e
CaImgie.

Clantull, who are celehrating their
S0tk annbversary this year, qualified
for the Ulsier final with a - senior
counly final win over Ballygnlged
Farnon wis rellieved Lo come out on
Lo, even B It wasn'l the perfieet per-
[OrEnEnee,

"W didn't think we played that
oty well oo the day, we wene cirs
rying a few injerles mio 5§ thought
wowere lucky enough fo gel oot af it
in the coul of il

"Bullygalpet were the hest teim
wi plaved oll year and we Knew' it
wiis podng bo be thrhl, we were gl &6
el ot of iL°



FireOgare
into semis
after win

over rivals

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

THE U14 and D16 Champlon-
ships are down almost down
t-n-l: concluding stages

ﬂc!ns:u 14 A contest,
Flrr.- g overcame rivals In-
niscarra to beok their semi-
final spot and they will meet
another neighbouring club
after Cloughduy defeated Mil-
ferds Balivhea,

Youghal secired their 2emi-
final spot with a one-goal vic-
tory over Enniskeane and
they will meet Feile Mo nGael
All-Traland champicns Sars-
fiebds today in CastlemartyT,

In the Uld B champlonship,
Cobh advanced to the semi-
final at the expense of Sars-
fedds 2 and they will meet Kil-
bree who defeated Killeagh, A
point separated Sliabh Bua
from Glen Bovors in an excit-
ing contest and Sliabh Rus
will now meet Ballincollig
who had four polnis to spare

i thelr clash with Courcey
Rovers.

In the Uld C championship
jBrian Dillon's edged out Clon-
akilty to sef up o semi-final
lash with either Blarney or
Ballinasecarty., Castlemarivr
will meet Rockban tday after
they defeated Banteer whilst
jRockban got the upper hand
o Erin's Chwn,

In the U6 A Champlonship
Ballincolllg defeated Aghada
before golng on record a
guarter-final victory over
Glen Revers. Ballinora
booked their l:u;l.rllér-ﬁ al
spot as thoy defeated Eire

Courcey Rovers are into the
last eight alter they had two
pobnts to spare in & tight eon-
test with Ballvgarvan, Charde
ville hixd a ape-paint win over
Enniskeane Carrigaling de-
feated St Finbare's, Sarsfields
overcame Blackrock and In-
nizearrn proved too strong for
Aghabullogue,

The U6 B champlonship
ithe quarter-finnls pairings are
decided. Youghal will meet
Blarney, Banteer take on Fr
O'MWelll’s and Ma Piarsaigh
will meet Cloughduy. Killeagh
have secured their semi-final
spot already following on
their victory over Ballinascar-
iy. They will meet the winners
of the Ma Piarsaigh/Clough-
duv game with Youghal or
Blarney taking on Banteer or
Fr O'Netll's.

Millstreet are already
through to the UL C somi-
final following their win over
St Colum's they will moet the
winners of 1l Midleton bal-
low guarterfinal, In the other
quarter-fingls, Dungourney
meet Frin's Own today with
the winners progressing to a
clash with Castlemariyr,

5t Catherine’s and Grenngh
sended level with Catherine’s
winnimg the replay they will
jrow meet Clonakilty who
overcame Kilhree,

At minor A level Mowees-
fowm will meet Sarsficlds with
jHallyhea/Milford meoting Kil-
hﬂlful‘l. both pame down for
decision this wealkesnd, Rullyge.
arvan recorded g win over
Carrigaline Lo continiie thely
progress 1o the kst three,

F'Jd

@

Blackrack’s Kate Leneghan is tackled by Enniskeane’s Danielle Carroll inlast year's intermediate final.

Blackrock 1-16
Ballinhassig 2-12

BLACKROCK hacl to hold on tight as
Ballinhassig staged a strong secomd-
half comeback to come to within a
point after trailing by 10 in this 3E Sys-
tems Senior B semi-final in Castle
Road,

Ballinhassig led by a point with five
minutes remaining but a strong re-
sponse saw Blackrock win out by a
poknt 1o ook their place in the final,

Catriona Collins had Ballinhassig
ahead with an early point, but Black-
rock responded with a Hayley Ryan
point. And a lvely start saw the sides
bevel on two a pieee inside three min-

GAMDEIE

:Mag.r Newman

uies of the throw-in.

Blackreck hit three without reply
before Eimear O'Sullivan had ene back
;j-r Ballinhassif,h?eut a hTIJ.IIthLadIELF

urphy pat 2ix between the 5 :
JﬂaMM left off the hook when
$$51mut came back ofT the posts to

Momentum

Blackrock began to gain momentum
and with Ryan and Kaitlin Hickey
finding their range, they looked to be
in contrel. Two Collins polnts cut the

defictt and at the break, Blackrock led
1=12 to 0=5.

Ballinhassig dictated matiers from
the restart and five unanswered points
had them within five of Blackrock in-
gide 10 minutes.

Ryan pointed to settle Blackrock but
again, Ballinhassig responded
superbly with two goals, Eimear O Sul-
Hivan drbving forward to find the net
before Colling levelled matiers.

Collins pointed to give them the
lead, but now it was Blackrock who
had to respond and Hickey levelled
matters with & polnted free and slotted
OVer agiin o give them the lead,

Rvan extended it to two but & bati-
ling Ballinhassig responded with an
ﬂ'&gltu:l'l.':ln poknt.

Pactiare: Davdd Keane,

Rockies hold off
Hassig fightback

Despite huge pressure, Ballinhassig
could naot 'breath the Blackrock de-
fervce to get on parity as they hung on
to sectre their place in the final
Scorens for Blackrock: K Ficky 046 (-3 5, Hfyan
Hmn. M Murpity 1-1, K Laneghan 0-2, kurmy

Ballinhasslg: C Colns t-5 {02 . E O Sulivan 14,
o O Loy, W Shoonan A Croway -1

Hickey, H FI].'In. H:Lu-rruq
mﬂﬂm Mll.l'rl]l:.ﬁl-hhhl

Susksg: C OHasalle Tor A McCurinin, T Cuemenina for G

B Carmodl o B

MHHM K Gty Itﬂlnm:lan E ODa-
recrvan, M Apardon: A Casey, O Coomay, H Cullin:
arw: E OSulivan, B Jordan: & Crowiny, J 0Ly,
mﬂmmm. E Goling, T Colins, Hosile Shoe-

Feeforse: John Hoegan [Glaarn ra Laod

Deasy’s late goal dinches vn:tory for Rovers in senior B semi

vel the match. With both sides battling hard, Eire

Wlllj‘ Rovers

Eire Og

ﬁ

edged in front with zix minutes remaining, when

O'Herlih

Foonverted a free. But it wasz thefr only

IT was o close game, but a late goal was enough to
give Valley Rovers a place in the SE Svatems Senlor
B final, against Blackroek,

Tht"_l' edged out Eire Og in an exciting clagh ai
Castle Road. Valley Rovers turmed a fosr-polint, half-
time defieit into victory to set wp a fnal with the
Ruockbes, lagi vear's intermediate winners.

Eatie Lynch gave Valley Rovers an early lead, but
o Marie Gleezon goal got Bire Op off to the best Poss-
Able start.

Lynch, scoring two points without reply, Ievelled
the game for Valley, As the sides batiled (o galn con-
trol, Bire Og edged back into the lead, via Margaret
O'Herlihy's froe.

Agnin, Valley responded, with Eatie Lynch finding
her rangpe. It was nip-and-tuck, as both defences ab-

m Mary Newman

sorbed a ot of pressure, but, two minutes from the
interval, Eire Og hit took the lead, with Niamh Two-
mey =eoring & goal.

A minute lafer, it took an excellent save on the
Line, En:nm Gillian Harringion, to deny Marte Glee-
son. Elre ﬂgmntmued to pile on ihe pressine, har
garet O'Herlihy converted a 45 on the half-time
whistle. Elre bl 2-2 1o D=l

Possession

On the resumption, Katie Lynch converted two
firees without reply, and a Connie Howks poinl pe-
dueed Valley's defickt to one, as they continued (o
win viial

Susan O'Loary landed a free from 50 metres to

seore of the half, as they falled to build on their lead.
With two minutes remaining, Valley grabbed &
match winner, with Orla Deasy firing home a vital

ire Og applied pressure, but Valley's defence held
their Hnes fo ook their place in the final,
Scorers lor Valley Rovers: K L 05 {04 i, D Digsiy 8-0, C Hawks:
5 O¥Lpary 0-1 fach i o
Bine Ogn M Gleason, M Twemey 10 pach, M Dbty 0-3 02 1, 01

I:ll-

ROVERS: (G Harsngton, 3 Dial-CrFlyen, © Deasy, M Conml:
Eﬂmﬂnﬂﬂ' J L'l.ﬂ.l-l-lrnht. EG
5 73 Lﬂﬁ“ﬂmﬂ; Bugiér: E Cflagan, E
&uﬂqumﬁmmE
ERRE Cii: A Morriy: Adoon Hennossy, Ande Hermissy, A dumi ME
Desmond, 5 Hulcknson, KMAMEM Ty
CFHpsily, W Olaeson: B Hagie, A O'Callaghen, E = "



Three games in

Linda
Mellerick

THE winners today of the quarter-
final replay betwoen mnimgrra and
Douglas will play Milford next Wed.
nesday evening, with the eounty final
miext Saturday,

It's a tough ask to play three cham-
Monship games in just seven days, But
due to the unavailability of Katrina
Mackey, who has commenced a place-
ment abroad, playving the replay mid.
wienk waan't an option.

We don’t give ourselves room for
manoeuvre towards the end of the sea-
50T, Wi cram in games ahead of the
Munster championship. And, again,
that’s down to the inter-county scene.

Last weekend, Milford advanced to
il semi-final with an fm ive win
over Sarsfields. But Sareficlds gave a
very commendable account af them-
selves, bringing their game to Milford
in the opening hatf.

Physically, Milford were stronger,
ind their greater experience was a
g factor. T was impressed with sev.
'ral Sars players and I noticed that
wome of them have grown in height.

Physically, they'll be & foree them-
selves, as they mature.

The camogie All-Star awards takes
Hace an Movembeor 4.

Over the next few weeks, we'll pre-
dEw our Cork stars” rivals for awsrds
il will also proflle the less-familiar

layers.
Goalkeeping

(Cork) Acife Murray: Faye
AcCarthy (Dublink Breaking into the
tarting sef-up at just 20 yvears of age,
JeCarthy has been a revelation in
mablin camogle and continnes to make

name for herself, saving a cruckal
enalty in her side’s seven-point win in
e All-Ireland quarter-fal,

She has hailt a reputation for her ae-
pracy as much as for her shot-stop-
ing. hitting an Incredible 1-18 rom
Laced h“lIIT throughout this year’s
hampionship. .

The 5t Jude's player will take pricde
1 her first All-Stars nomination, after
collection of consistent and solid per-
ruances this year.

Emma Eavanagh (Kilkenny): Lasi
sar's beneficlary rocelves another
amination for her displays as goal-
paper for the league and Leinster
rampions. .

Her awareness amnd distribution ara
nong the strongest in the gama a.nln:l.
i 1% no doubt regarded as Kilkonny's
~st line of attack. The Rower Inistioge
ub plaver bagged her first All-5tars
var last year, after the Cats c]aime-!i
eir first All-Ireland crown for 22

SIS,
; Fullbackline =
(ork) Rena Buokley and Laurs

-i:mc_l.-, Miire MeGrath (Clare); The
nner County noming ks one of onliy
rpsy L plARers I eVET Wil & Camo=
v All-Stars award and ghe looks 1o
4 n second trophy o the W“E’Gﬂﬁﬂi
i Shemilebridge player was in grea

-+ apain this year and is L'I..'|_.'.-€It'r.‘!'1.- a8
egder in the Banner county $ le-

100,
in total, it Is her third All-Stars

F A T
-

10 days a big ask

24

ye MeCarthy and Aoife Murray, who are bath nominated for All-Stars, with Marray the
favourite. Piciure: INFHO Bryan Keang

Eve ('Brien {Dubling: O'Brien re-
cepees her first All-Star award nomi-
natlon after some excollent perform-
ances in the Doblin rearguand. While
having plenty of club exparience ba-
hind her, the Na Flanna ace only came
ante the Dublin panel in 2016

Sarah O'Connor {Wesdhord kIt was a
disnppoednting seasan for Wexford, who
lost out at the guarier-final stages in
bty prosvincinl and All-lreland cham-
plenships, but O'Connor was the one
stamd-out player for the Yellowhbellios.

The 18-vepr-obl will be looking to po
one better than last vear and clabm the

2.
nn.rimu Woads (Dublin): Dublin’s ro-
liable corner-back had a season fo be

roud of, coniributing immensely to
er side’s first championship semi-
final apoearance in 27 vears.

Waoods has roceived back-to-back
GAA Schelarships with DCU, show-
ciesing her ability on thoe GAA pltch,
and those eforts have transferred fo
the county set-up, where she rebeives
her first All-Siars nomination.

Tara Kenny {Galway) One of six
Galway players nominated, Henny has
hed another solid vear in the marson
reargiard,

The Sarafbelds player was close o
All-Treland final appearances with
boih elab and county, missing out 1o
Slaughtneil in the AIB All-Ireland club
champlenship semi-final, while Gal-
way fell short to eventuil champons,
Cork, in the All-Treland semi-Tinal.
Kenny receives her maiden All-Star
napination.

Catherine Foley (Kilkenny): [esplto
finishing the season on 8 difficult nole.

@® The winners
today of the
quarter-final replay
will play Milford next
Wednesday evening,
with the county final
next Saturdaye e

with All-Irelan:d final heartbreak,
Foley can still feel poaitive about her
sucoedses this vear, claiming leagne
and Leinmstier titles for the Cats and
winning the Purcell Cup with her col-
lepa, DT,

W Windlgap cormer-back is recely.
ing her first All-Star nomination this
YT,

Geace Walsh (Kilkenny): Walsh is
ane of e most expericnced players in
the Cats defence. Born Into o GAA
family, she has fellowed in her
brother’s footsteps, recelving All-Ire
land, provinelal, and league titles,
while also belng up for an All-Stars
awrd,

The =tudent nurse, from Tullaroan,
tarned In nuEreross consistont per-
formances and s deserving of 8 nomi-
nation

Important
fundraiser
at huriing

decider

CAMOGIE

i Mary Newman

TOMORROW is 2 very import-
ant day for the camogie board
ag the annual collection takes
place af half-time in the coun-
ty senbor hurling final.

As In previows years; collec-
tors are urgently requiied to
come doewn and help the
board, and this 3iarmore
than ever, with the naw piich
development how having
reached its firuition, thers is
ongelng expense to malntain
the superb Faciiity.

Clubs that have playved an
the pitch have had nothing bue
pradse for the facllity amd the
cotinty board recently com-
pleted the building of the pa-
vilion. Mow they hivve to drive
on and continue with their
Elmu for the net phinss of the

evaloperent which will be the
complotion of the pavilion amd
dressingrooms and while this
structure = in pluce, money ks
riefled bo complete the 18 out,
which Includes furniture,
flooring. painting and a gen-
eral fit-out, all of which takes
:Llutm'hmu:i.-.

All these plans nesd to be fi-;
nanced and while the fun-
draising Is ongoing, the an-g
nual eollection I= 8 major fun-
dralaer every yoar for the
county boards.

Players, former
players, mentors and sup-
porters are nrged to comes,
alopg and give up just 10 min-
utes of thelr time to help in the
venture.

Collectors need to pet thelr
Ames 0o e Board inadvancs
as they just cannot turn up fo-
MOTTW,

Collectors are askoed to mect
tomorrow at Zpm oniside the
city end of the Sewuth Stand the
meeting place §s outside the
stadium close to seciion 100
lower ther.

A camogle board rep will
maet all collectors at this

int aued 135000 official badges

or admisaion to the stadium
and will advise collectors
where buckets can be plcked

Lp.

The official oponing of Pabre
L Chaolmh will take place at
2 45pm folbowed by the ooty
hurding final &t 4pm.

The collection will take
pace at half-dirme in the horl-
ing final aned as the board are
not alkowed to coflect at the re-
play of the senior foofball
final.

Therefore it is of up-most
impartance thai as many col-
lectors as possible are in afi-
tendance 1o help at hall-time
al the hurding final.

Every yrear the hoand ninles
a plea for help and this year ks
ne excepiion with the foear
clubs invelved in the games 51
Finbarer's, Memo, Blackrock
and divisional side Imakilly
asked o make a gpecial efTord
T jfel a8 miamny colloctors as
posalble, {

Anyhody who can help te-
morrow plense contact board
chalrperson kMary MoSwoe.
noy on OEE-ZE0TIE or treas-
urer Marion .'l.-'lch'ln.{:nrthr'
(43 7-2662690 and they will pat
wom an tho Hsi. i




First senior
final for
Genin

21 years

Camogie
® Linda Mellerick

Glen Rovers 1-7
&t Catherine's 0-8

GLEN ROVERS are in their
first senior camogie county
final in 21 vears, after a tre-
mendous batile with S5t Ca-
therine's. in Castle Road, last
Saturday.

Trailing by three points at
thie break, but turning around
with wind advantage, a M-
ehoala Hyde goal swung the
game In the Glen's direction

It ary opening-half in which
the Glen struggled to win ball
in their half-forwsicd line, they
Eept in contention with two
Hicole O°Brien converied
frees.

St Catherlne's were win-
ning the dirty ball, and the
breaks, as the Glen teok their
time to el madoring.

51 Catherine’s wore hooking
and blocking well, but it ap-
peared up-front that Mora
' Riordan and Emma Murphy
were on thelr game, if the Glen
coulid get a better supply in-
shide,

It was a more aitacking
Glen team that came otit inthe
speond-half and the geme was
nip-and-fuck.

Finola Meville was aut-
standing for Si Catherines,
COVerIng mitbes af wroaanad, bt
thie Glen woere COMINE maore:
into it and Catherine’s wepe
tiring.

Their mid-week replay,
againsi Carbery, was taking
its toll.

The Glen's defenee woere ox-
cellent: Sinead Fahy, Karen
OrConnedl, and Leanne O°Sul-
Tivan led e weay, while Lydin
Cunningham was magnificent
in midfield, ably nssisted by
Lasren Callanan,

The Glen siaried to deliver
faster ball instde, and when &
Nora O'Rlordan delivery was
tapped over the line by Mi-
cheala Hyde, in the 44th min-
ewbe, 1o desviw the ggame level, ft
WHES BiLiTir Ol

Ola Cotter again did every-
thing she could and pointed a
Tree 1o put 5t Catherine's one
L

Kora (FRiordan and Nicole
O'Brien (0 pushed the Glen
ahesd again, as every ball was
lerociouizly fought-for.

Cotter deew level again,
Trom pliy, with four minutes
remaining, bt the final say
wont 16 the Glen, and Emma
Murphy ang Nom O'Riordan,
1o seal the denl.

Scorers for Glen Bovers: M O'8roen 04
(1}, b4 Hyda 1-0, M Q'Riardan 0.2, E
Murphyy -1

Bl Catharine's: O Collar 0.5 (04 [j, E
::Emm-u. A Huleyr, F Bevilio 01 sach

N ROYERS; [} Luby: § . K P,

Yoy, Z Buckiey. K Buckisy, Lm.u":
K Gonnelt L Cunningham, L Calangn:
A Wallaga, W ODken, E Mugphy; N
O fiordan, W Myte, K Walsh
Subnc C Bolsrad lor P Buckley i), #7
8T, CATHERINE"S: D Twomoy: & M
Fohan. & 'Walsh, ¥ 07 Mailt: M O'Hoalle.
C Meaharmay, L Mayes: O Naville, D
Colter; A O Callaghan, F Noville, E

ﬂdﬂ-ih. A Hihiy;: E Roynana, A Fdrg-

Subaz i O'Asgan for O Novilo (48, &
CRegan for A 533
Aeferee: Tiarmrusd Firads (o Ogs

Official Opening of Clare's Fr. McNamara

b House

Camogie Park

By Camage Prass
Poged 21120017
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Inniscarra make semis, des

Inniscarra 1-12
Douglas 0-14
(AET)

. JT was high drama in Castle Read, in the second
aE Systems senior camoghe listed game on Saturday.
Thr sides were level five times, there was a penal-
U'.[-.'?-:l_m-timE. anda L:.-'ﬁa:.ld in !.}m 'rEtI-}L:mhmm.
NNISCAFTI WEre ¢ at least three 5 by
hnLIJIJEIltJﬂsxim Havanagh. ke A
ouglas opened in flying form. Amy Curtin played
o storoser at rght cormer back. Katrina Mac}mp#?ms
working both ends of the pitch and Douglas's work
rate was excellent, The firat-half was open hurling.,
Alleon Shechan was fiving at midfield, but Dougias
woulld have been happy tralling by just two at the
brgak, 0-8 fo 046, and tuning to ply’ with a wind that
Wiz gelting stronger, Inniscares weron't going to fi

Camogl
® Linda Mellerick

the wind dictite their future. They went on the at.
tack, only for Bebecca Keane's hand-pass attempt at
goal to be blocked by Kavanagh,

Five minutes later, Niamh Dibworth was fouled in
the square, but Joanne Casey’s low sirike was ex-
pertly saved by Knvanagh. Kavanagh made another
brittant interception from Keane in the 54th minute,

Inniscarrn were guilty of not taking thelr points,
insteund of altempting goals,

Katrina Mackey, Julla White, and Jessica O°Ma-
hony gave Douglas a poing lead, Thiree on the frot
fram Inniscarea put thom 0-11 to 08 in front.

Two frees from Katrina Mackey forced the ganse to
exira-time. The raincame, the sky was dull, and the
underfoot conditions were heavy. SHIL both teams

OcT
20/ %

pite fluffing goal chances

gave il their all. It was level again at half-time of
extra-time. Douglas were a point ahead when the
killer blow came for them. A Niamh DHlworth sirike
shiot off the upright and over the line. Mackey
pointed, and Douglas 8id everyvihing to force the
game to a second replay, A tired Inniscarra now face
Milford, next Wednesday, in the county semi-final
Seotans Sor innlecama: J Casey 05 (1), M Déwarss 121, & Sheatan &
2, N MoCarry, E Lesaney (-1 oach,
¢ K Mackoy 09 [-61 0-1 “28), JWhile -2, 5

P s s e s Kt
INMRSCARRA: 5 Waish; M Buckleyic). © Looney, B Ouighey. & DN-

ey, L Bkl A Krvanaghc KO . A Shoshan: T y
GMELMHM.HMM i

Subs: O Haaly lor A Dineen (600, G HeMerram for B Kagane 160).
DOMELAS: J Hamrsgion; A Cuetin, A O Eﬂ.i'mﬁ.ﬁahn-
Hason: K K

han, P Mackey. H B Crupegehain J Vhde,
Wackey. 3 Fahy J OMahony, J Leo, 5 Long.

Suba: C Kinmnagh fof 5 Long (38), C 51 for J O Mshimy
Raterao; Caral McAlisior (Aghads), o oy



—_®Linda Mellerick

Inniscarra
Milford 28

ﬂﬂiﬂmﬂ thrilling senior ca-
M pie champlunshlp tie in
X allow last evening saw an

floen Sheehan goal on 59
Rk el e
uriifa:.' at least. s P e

2-9

Inniscarra started anul:tl
and led 1-3 to 0-1 after 13 m“:,:
utes. Joanne Caseyv struck tomn
frees hofore offloading a pass
e I

et an
sl'l.tEnnE&. rd wera
Imear Watson pointed a
free and when a Rebecea Finn
strike from the right wing
went all the way o the far post
netting, Milford were back ing
the game, Then, what a bril-
liant elght minutes they had.;
Emer tson struck another
twao frees, befors a magnifl-
cunt individual run and h
by Maria Watsen put Milford

thiree in front.

Laura Stack made it four.
But Inniscarra remained
composed, and replied with
it t5 to leave them trail-

Wat the break.
much of the
possession in the third

warter, but their return was
R € Capeiriniliiie sk e
COUp NN an
hindsight, they should have
tmken t poins.

Thev didn't, however, and
despite being invoelved in a
tough game aﬁaiqat Douglas
last Saturday, Inniscarra du
deep and began to mate
Milford ball fior hall.

Four points separated them
with 12 minutes teft. Niamh
MeCarthy struck a beautiful
paint from the wing.

Caszey pointed a free o re-
duce it to :&Tﬁﬂﬂuﬁf
wils MAagn A
and all over the field In"rgllsm.'l‘-
ra threw bodies on the line.

Shechan saw halfl a chance
through a crowd of boedies and
blasted to the pet. Thore was
gtill time for Milford, but
Inniscarra’s defance, as aunit,
was superb and there was no

[HHISCARFLA: 5 Walih, M ei.
!l.w'l'r.ﬂl

Two competitive sides will play a humdinger of a game

. Tonight: Cork County Senior Camogice
Championship Semi.final: Inniscarca v Milford
s Mallow GAA Grounds, Tpm
“ﬁm to be a humdinger in Mallow this evening
i yedr's finalists do bittle again, this time in the

ﬂmofiummp semi-final. s going fo be a hardor
ask of Inniscarra after thelr quarter final replay
Hﬁiﬂhst Douglas went to extra time last Saturday.

nniscarra advance by a point when Niamh
Al got the final tap in for goal on 77 minutes

T & Niamh Dilworth shot ricocheted off the
anagh attempled to clear.
You would have to sa}'ﬂi::tllmhalﬂm‘nllns lightly

favour, They are sure to have the Fresher
tegs in the final quarter. But Inniscarra are sure to
dig desgp to I:u:uhll nnlu&ml-.r title,

After rocelvinga round defest to Sarsfields
mmmhnmugnnn Coureay Rovers, Claughduy

Winding
road to
camogie
decider

e =Sy A .

Michael Moynihan

Today's Cork camogie county
final featnres two-clubs
whio've come through the hard
way, Glen Rovers and Innisc-

arri.

The Glen lost their first-
round game to St Catherines
while Inniscarra, last year's
champlons, hied a tough start
themselves, losing out 1o Sars-
flakds.

Since then both sides have
refocitsed and driven on, with
the Glen taking revenge on St
Catherine's in their semi-
final. For thoir part, Inniscar-
ra have had probably a
tougher poute back to the de-
cider. They needed to gotoa
replay tosee off Douglnz in the
guarter-final, and ended up
winning by the bare minimum
in extra-time after that replﬁ.
H then had to take om Mil-

in their semi-final, a re-
peeat of last year's decider,

The rash of fixiures in re-
cent weeks has been driven by
a couple of factors, acconding
o closs obsorvers of the camo-
gie scene Cork were faken toa
replay in the All-TIreland inter-
mediate camogie final, which
delayed several games, and
the recent stormy weathor
hasn't helped the board to fol-
11l fixtures. .

For all that, today’s final is

e as a falr reflection of
where the mhgnmhlljih“ in the
county championship.

s rumy

an ¢ for some kime.
ﬁnE instance, and have already
been In a final this year,
peaching the league decider
only to lose out to Courcey
Rovers.

In the other cormer, Innisc-
arra can draw on the axperi-
ence gained in winning last
Henr‘a title, and nlsnth:rm{‘lr

ence in atopping Milford's
drive for five titles in a row
while doing so, While they can
draw on inspirational players
likke Bena Buckley, the gikes-
tlon is whether that exira

— the replay amd extra
time against Douglas — may
hecoma & factor [Gmorrow
afternoon, particularly as the
Glan pd St Catherine's in

a driving finish and may be
m:mi!n.uﬁy fresher.

SE Syatema Cork cim;:::mr
Champlonship final Glen

riscara Castle Raad, 2 30nm

W b=

m Linda Mellerick

Mikford aceounted for 58 Finbare's, Ballincollig
and Sars. Milford are forther weakened with the de-
partire of Anna Geary, bul they are still an impres-
glve glde. They recelved dotermined challenges from
Ballincollig and Sarsflelds but both sldes n the end
couldn’t copa with Milford at midfiebd and up front.

Mm;:ﬂ Thompson thrived in both games and
Marta Emer Watson were as forceful as ever in
fromt of goal. Milford notched up 5-37 in those two
gpames, 5-16 from play. They concesded 22 poinis, just
nilna from lay,

Frotn the side that ook part in last year's decider,
Milfore ars without the services of Anna Geary,
Christine O'Connor, Brid Flanagan, Delrdre O Fe-
iy and Marie Walsh. They are hig players fo Josa bt

Sarah Sexton is as experienced a8 those montionoed,
and Rebecea Finn, Katie Galvin and Eimear O°Gor-
minn age il fore than able to kedd their own,
Alleen is in tremendous form for Innise.
arra this season and as a team thev've maintained
tholr fighting qualities. For the possession they've
enjoyed hewever they should be putting more up on
the scoreboand. Their attempt to round players or
going for goals when points have been there for the
taking coubd have cost fyem a place in ihe semis.
Thoy won't find the net too easily with Alne Wat-
som and Elaine O Riordan minding the ‘IF. They gat
Eu:-ur h‘ﬂﬂl.lﬂil‘ﬂ E[ls‘l :.Lr.'nr it ?uﬂillﬁalmld‘ albeit one ar
wo were foriunate, 5o they' lewe thoy can pet
them again. When a goal ks on it most b fxken at :;Iﬁs
sfage of the compotition, but it must be on te begin
with, Marta Witzon is one of the best nround when
making those split-second decisions, And, given half
n chance, she'll find the net again this evening.



Blackrock
face stiff
Valleys
challenge

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

5E Systems Senior B
Championship Final;
Blackrock v Valley Rowers;
Sun Oct 28th;

Castle Road; 2pm.
Twelve months after being
crowned SE Systems Inter-
mediate champlons, Black-
rock are hack ina county final
as they chasing the sccond
higgest prize in Cork camogic
in their bid to take the Senior

B thile
1t°s been a superh vear for
the Blackrock girls annexing
the Senjor B league crown
with four polnts (o Spare over
Fr O'Neil’s. They have grown
in confidence with every game
and it comes as no sSUrprise o
gep (hem reach the Minal.
Valley Rovers were defeated
in last year's final by Mallow,
Many had fancied them to be
crowned champions as thoy
had been knocking ot the door
for yvears bui they are still
searching for thelr fiest title.
}  Blackrock cdged owt Ballin.
haszlg in & semi-final where
ythey had to be at their best to
withstamnd o strong Ballinhas-
sig finish as they came o with-
in a point after tralling by 10,
A lasi-gasp goal was enough
1o s Valley oo ot Eive Oy
asx they turned a four-point
halftime deficit into a one-
paint victory to e up a final
meeling with Blackrock,
Boih sides have excellent
plavers. Kaltlin Hickey Hay-
ley Ryan and Michelle
MUJ'ph};‘ giand aul ol Black-
rock, while Katie Lynch, Con-
nie Howks, Gillian Harring-
ton and Suzan O°'Leary have
bieen to the fore for Valleys,
It's hard to ﬁrmhcl a
winnmer; there is o huge deter-
mination about a Blackrock
side very miuch ona mizsion,
while Valleys have been here
before and won't wani to lose
ok for the second year in row.
Fromotien to Senior avwails
the victor and an opportaniiy
to dine at the high table is
there for whoever can produce
the podc=

SE Systems Junior A
Champlonship Final;
Watergrashill v Ma Piarsalgh;
Sun Oct 29th; Castle Road;
11am.

The ciirtainraiser (o the big
Rame on Sunday s the meoet-
ing of Watergrashill and Na
Piarsaigh in the SE Systems
Junior A final.
sa Piarsakgh lost out in st
sanEon s decider to a late New
fownshandrum rally and will
be determined te make
amends. Watergrashill lost ot
semd finnl stape last vear and
j boosted by the retirn of Marie
' Medll to their ranks they will
'In'. hoping to take the title,
The cxperience pained
Iast vear will stand o the Na
_I“iars:unh girls and they know
.llel.lH how close they came o
being crowned chinmplons aned
:.tlm atermination to success
ks there and vory much allve
and they are capatde of (aking
the title.

Inniscarra’s Rena Budkley breaks past Eurgewmwm"ﬂmgunmhriu last year's Munster final.

Inniscarra have

-

&

Picture; Jobin D Ksily

to do it hard way

IF INNISCARRA take the Cork Senlor
Champlonship title tomorrow, in
Castle Road from 2.30pm, for the sec-
ofd suecessive year they'll have done
it the hard way and will be very warthy
champlons.

What a two weeks it has been for
them. On October 14 they played out a
tonegh diaw with Douglas. The replay
last weekend went to ooxctrn thme. They
won by a point with a Miamh
MeCarthy goal on T8 minuies.

Last Wednesday an Aileen Sheohan
goal on 538 minutes propelled them into
tomorrow's final after what was the
toughest ul?lamu-:-. with Milford,

They ve had slow starts, they ve
taken the lead, thev've lost the lead,
thiy v bounced back, they fought to
the end and on each eccazion, they've

Good work attitu

® Linda Mellerick

seen the game out. Those gualities
show that Inniscarra don't pande.

They have a calm and sensible de-
fenoe. bl by Rena Buckley, a midfield
where Aileen Sheehan has been shin-
ing and a forward line all capable of
scoring, led by Joanne Casey, Miamh
McCarthy and Niamh Dilworth.

When Inniscarra won their first zen-
for title in 2000 the future seemed
bright.

But they received their unfair share
of long-term injuries and it took them
umntil 2016 to sit apain on top of the
throne, Last season’s final with Mil-

ford was a humdinger. A game which
gave us six goals and 23 points saw In-
niscarra emerge as champions by
three, .

Last Wednesday evening the scores
may not have been as plentiful but it
wis as intensea club game as 1've sean.

There were numerous melees, the
reason being that no player gave an

‘inch,

It takes o pood team to win & count
tithe. Tt takes a 1 team to win hm:E
to back titles. Inniscarea are a great
team and they'll want to be remem-
bered as such.

One conld say that the past two
weeks will have browght Inniscarra on
even further. Those 25 are worth
their welght in gold. But will tomor-
row come oo soon for them?

Ta expict these players to be at their
best after 140 minutes of tough hurling
J.n;uchu short space of time s & hard
ash.

Despite that, when you're an hoor
away from a county title you'll dig as
desp &s you can.

Inntzcarra will go into tomorrow’s
final as hot favourites. They're leval-
headed enough to Enow the risks here
and their 140 minutes will count for no-
thing if they don’t finish the job.

Joanne i= an expert free taker
and the Glen will need 1o be very disck
plined.

Glen are a young side and how they
cope with the physical aspect of a
county final will play a big rode in thedr
fortunes. Is it David versus Goliath?
Wiz all know how that played out.

bid to end famine

A NEW Glen Rovers camogie team is an hour away
from reducing the nostalgla surrounding thelr 1990
1996 predecessors who had unprecedented success
with the club. At the very loast they'll stop the talk
n_rm._md the “last Glen team to win a senfor county
title’. And it"s very welcomed.

Those ol us who were involved during those heady
heights didn't think it would take 21 vears for the
Glen to reach another final, I'm sure the current
players have enough of the wistfulness surrounding
those times and are eager to make their own mark,

After knocking on the door for o long thme, their
heasr hans come, And even iF the resuli doesnt go their
way tomorrow, I has still been a fantastic vear for
them, one which will stand to them and the voung.
sters coming up behind. [ hops they won't forget that.

But the Glen aren't going to just make up the
niumbers. They'll beliove they can win this final and
why wouldn't they? Leanne O'Sullivan is possibly

de key to Glen's

m Linda Mellerick

their better-Enown player as she has been on the sen-
for inter-county squad for the past few seasons and
hodds thres All-Ireland medals

But she would be one of the less-known Cork
players. The Glen don’t have a Rena Buckley or Ash-
ling Thompson. But what they do have iz o balanced
side, with a great working attitode and that s often
be worth more.

Losing out to 8. Catherines in round 1 by just four
pointz, the Glen went on to beat Killeagh, Ballygar-
van and 5t Catherines in the semi-final.

They will go into the gume fresher than thedr oppo-
nents who hive had an incredibly tough week. Win:
ning their quarter-final last Saturday after extra
thme and coming out on fop alter a Htanke battle with

M'tlrﬂljd J|:||:1 Wednesday, Inniscarra are sure to feel it
in their

Glen will need to be fast out of the traps. They won
their semi-final just seven days ago and were slow
enough to get going and they can’t afford to do that
WmOTro W,

They have absolutely nothing to lese. Did any of us
visualize Glen Rovers in the County final this year? |
don't beliove anvene who sayvs they did, unless they
are from within the Glen camp of course,

They need to play with abandonment. enjoy the
hour, take chances, throw caution tothe wind, give it
thedr all, have no regrets and what will be waill be

For those who have spont hundreds of hours on
the pitch over the past 21 vears, if's a great occasion
and one which they thoroughly deserve.

Guiding their success this sexson is Dave Ellis,
Dave ('Connell. Tara Conningham and Ken Bul-
k.



Club fixtures are
a serious issue

WHAT a few weeks {t's been in the
EnﬁH_Senmr Camogie Championship.
raws, replays, extra-time, gnd
goals in the dying minutes. It really
hﬂt"’:ﬁl‘tﬂ? Eﬁﬁﬁn%l‘ew weeks.

; ainly, the championship has
raised the bar this J-'EE.I:E What E pity
though that it's all 50 condensed and
that clubs aren‘t maximising their po-
fential because of it

Let's take Inniscarra for example.

A quarier-final on October 14, a re-
play on Oetober 21 which went to extra
time. A semi-final last Wednesday
evening. a county final today, and
ahould they win, a Munster champion-
ship =emi-final tomorrow.

Mow If that doesn't raise an issue, T
don't know what does, Firstly, lat's not
all rush to blame the county hoard,
They are getting it from all sides.

Cork's management insisi= on two
io three works before their champion-
ship games without club activity,
Many of the plavers on those Cork
teams support this.

They are primarily focused on
Croke Park during the summer. Who
can blame them for that really?

Bui a better balance must be struck.,
Cork players make up the minority of
players in the county, I've heard

ople casually state "era the GAA

ﬁ;w thi samae problem”.

As if that makes it acceptabla.

It doesn't, I stand bo be corrected,
but I don't belleve any hurling or foot-
ball club has endured what Inniscarra
are currently going through.

Cork won many titles in the 19808
and 05 and we had our club champlon-
ship finished in July. We had 1o, as the
All-Ireland club final was in Novem-
ber.

Maybe pushing that date to early

March has contributed to the izsue.

Sometimes the more time you have,

the less you get done.

There are more inter-county gamaes
today of course, with rouncd robin
formats in every gracde.

Let's b honest, if we were all ma-
naging Cork, we'd Iook for the full
commitment and focus of our panel.

But that can still be achieved.

1°"m all for Cork winming All-] relands
and giving them every opportunity o
Ao 0. but 1 think the situation _-;bmu_]d
he revisited where even a mines tweak
could help clubs w|;11;1-“llt weakening

! ancns im 20

Cﬁl;i[-aifrﬂnd replays are always going

to be there, particularly in “'_l‘?'_ ]E‘"'Hr'

stages of competitions, and we're not
giving murxeh'gﬁ r'fgm"”h time bo mA
P around them.

P Galway s in a state of unrest again
How many Himos ave we &l‘ﬂﬂﬂ! ;_EI-
For those whi ren’t U bo spee TI .

shartened version |? E:;]H-tqu:l;i;nrilg

SRARE { e of SOl
hive heen let go because a member of
their backroom team, NJ:'J!J ‘;—:_’*;"1-;1;4:1”‘_

d one-0on-onr

:L;giﬁ]::?ﬁth Cork keeper Aokfe Mur-

rﬂ!_r‘._ e e Thismme Wras awanres

At the Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork keeper Aoife Murray picked up her Cark S6FM/C103 GAA
Sports Star of the Month Award from Finbarr McCarthy. Ficture: Tony 0'Conneil Photography.

some Inter-county hurlers and camo-
gle playvers hased in Dublin amwd he wos
ok with this if there was no conflict of
interest in his role with the Galway

o,

Miall has done this with numerous
imter-county players over the years,
while being Involved with eounty
DS

None of the Galway managemint
had a problem with it and Aoife =aid
that what went on in thelr respective
camps were "non-subjects’ during
thelr sessions, thit were nof tp for dis-
cussien.

Dunne believes the situation was
peed as an excuse and that prior to
thelr last round-robin fixture July,
management considered resigning
after relations broke down with the

hoaril.
Dunne alleges that board members

questioned selection and tactics, pro-
vidod oplnion on the performance of
players, claimed “at least 10 players

1 __ jam B aN B

board have since refuted this.

Wi in Cork kEnow better than anyane
what damagre a county baard. team di-
vide can bring about.

Thankfully, our eimogie board ancd
inter-conniy squads live In relative
harmony, all working towards a com-
man goal. ['m quibe sure they're not al:
wiys In agreement but they work it
out, and privately.

Today is the biggest day in our club
calemdar year, the pairing of Inniscar
o and Glen Rovers in he senior final.
Wio wonld have placed the Glan in
thiz position at the start of the cham-
pionship?

Some may feel this day has come too
woan for them, But is 1t ever tod soan to
pet an incredible experience under
yvour belt? Inniscarra will, of course,
he favourites despite their teugh
schedode. Best of luck to both teams,

Thiz All-Stars inkes place next Satir-
day and as W continne fo |!||"-|H'J]|.= the
players Cork are up against, here are

-4, Wi Y T e e L e e e L P

@®"A hetter
balance must be
struck. Cork players
make up the minority
of our players in the
county.”

against Ashling Thompson.

Crrlalih Duggan (Clane): Winning her
first nomination, Orlaith showed tre-
mendous leadership as a young Clare
beam ook o the ekl

Eimear McCarthy {Dubliny: Eimear
was the driving force behind the girls
in blise thiz seasoen, producing consist-
ent performances and s a malden
TemAnse.

Miamh Kilkenny (Galwayk Kilkenny
I8 nosiranger to All-Stars nominatbons
having received consecutive nomi-
nations from 2007-2015. winning five
awnrels,

Ann Marie Starr (Galwayy: Her Gal-
wiy team-maies will foel she has lved
A 8o heeer neemae thils year, She haos yet te
win an All-Stars award, with this her
socond nomination.

Meighan Farrell (Kilkennyy: AL 22
yirs of age, having plcked g hor rst
All-Star award Enst year, she will be
looking to add another to her collgg-

tlon, along with o colleges All-Stars
T

Underage
county

glory
beckons
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TWO finals take plade today
as the Uld A and B cham-
ploniships reach their con-
clusbon. .

In the & final, Bire Opand
Sarsficlds will battle it out
In Coachford af 11am for the
Peter Downey Memorial
Trophy

Eire Og overcame neigh-
bowrs Inniscarta bo gt up a
final place against the Féble
na nGael All-Ireland cham-
pionz Sars, who had a vie-
tory over Youghal to secure
thelr plecs it the final.

The U4 B Championship
final §s also down for deci-
slom today in Coachford
with Cobh meeting Ballin-
collig.

Cobh overcame Kilbres
while Ballineollig had to go
to extra-time bebore defoat-
ing Sliabh Ruaa by the narro-
Wit of margins,

Last weekend, the U14C
championship semi-final
had fo be postpomed dise to
had weather az Storm Brian
apobled the day.

The games are re-flxed
for today with Brian Dil-
lon’s, who edged out Clon-
akilty, mecting & Ballinas-
carty side that defeated
Blarney. Thiz game goos
ahead in Brian Dillon's
today at 1pm.

Castlemarive whll mect
Rockbdin in Whhecharch at
230pm after they defeated
Bantesr while Rochbdn got
the upper hand on Erin's

WL

The U6 Champlonships
are ales progressing. Ballin.
collig booked thelr semi-
final spet with a victory
ovier Glen Rovers, Ballinara
will meet Courcey Rovers
today at 11.45am in Couir-
ceys, Carrigaline will host
Charleville on Thursday
next at 7.30pm under lighis
I Carrigaline.

The Ul B Championship
quarter-finals pairings are
decided. Youghal will meet |
Blarney on Monday at 11am
in Youghal {Copper Alley |
groundsy, and Banteer will
travel to meet Fr O'Melll's
o Sumdday woeek. I

In the U186 C Champion-
ship quarter-finals, Valley I
Rovers welcoma Mallow 1o |
Brinny today at 1.309m, |

A Feewr resulis in the minor
championship, In the SE
Systems Minor A grade,
Sarsficlds had a wictory
over leagine champlons
Mewcesiown. In a tight con-
test Sarsflelds ran aul 36 (o
2.7 winners. Kilbrittan Ti-
moleague will take on il-
ford/ Ballyhea todday.

In Minor B Champlon-
ship, Bride Rowvers had a 2-
11 b 2-7 win over Aghada o
make it 10 the emis where
they will meetl Cloughduy
or Aghabullogue.

I the SE Systems Minor
B Champlenship, 5t Fin-
bare's overcame Douglas
and will mesat eltlyer Ennis-
kenne or Ballincolllg.




Valleys are
looking to
atone for
2016 loss
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TOMORROW is a big day
for Blackrock and Valley
Rovers as they hatile it out
for the second biggest prize
in Cork camogic,

The Senlor B Champion-
ship is always hotly con-
tesied and with pames
plaved on a round- robin
basis. the first hig push is (o
emerge from the group and
spcure a semi-final spot.
From there, it's knock-out.

Blackrock have im-
pressed all 1hrnu|gh this
campsipn with good resulis
and vietories over Barryroe
and Carrigaline, but they
were held to s dsvw in thelr
opening game by Eire Og
and, again, in their last
game agalnst Fr O'Neill’s.

In their semi-final
against Ballinhassig, they
Ieft m 1i-poini lemd slip and
were hanging on as Ballin-
hassig searched for an
cguallser.

They know a similar situ-
ation tomorrow will not
suffice and this is some-
thing Ger Coughlan and his
backroom team will be
leoKing at. as they plot Val-
leys® downfall.

They cannot allford an-
ather seenarto of leiting a
comforiable lead slip and
they will know that.

"5 preal (0 SO¢ SOMeone
like Ger involved with the
Blackrock team, He is
chairman of the hurling
club in Blackrock and that
in itself is & huge commit-
e,

Nevertheless, he s one of
the deiving forees behind
the resurgence of camogie
in the club,

Yalley Rovers losi last
vear's final o Mallow, des-
pite being favourites, but
carly Mallow poals knock-
ed them back and despite
batiling hard they never re-
gained their composure.

A vear down the line, and
mayhe o year wiser, they
will be hophag o get it vight
this time ont.

Both spdes have excellent
players, Kaitlin Hickey,
Hayley Ryvan, Michelle
Murphy, Kate Leneghan,
Aoife MacCurtaln, and cap-
fain, Rolsin de Faoite, will
Iead the Rockies" bid for
their hicsi senior B title.

Valley Rovers have plen-
iy of ialent in their rcanks as
well., Liz Bugler, Gillian
Harringion Connie Hawks,
and Clodapgh Deasy are ox.
perienced campalgnors.

Susan O'Leary, Katie
Lynch and Sinead Dart-
M'Flynn are amoeng the
vounger plavers who have
performed well for Valleyvs
in this championship.

Hawving losi last year, Val-
leys will be determined to
Eo onie betler,

Blackrock are playing
with huge confidence,
something that has been
evident through their
lengue and championship
campaigns, and an exeiting
confest awnits.

Gurran

'“Ii{
—

P

Fitzgerald and Michael 0'Connell.

IT'S an carly start tomorrow in Castle
Roadl with the first badl belng thirown
im &t 1iam.

Wailergrasshill and Ma Piarsaigh in
the SE Systems Junior A final is the
curtatn rakzer to the SE Systems Sen-
ior B final,

Both skdes will b dedermines to Qift
the silverware, especinlly s it's been a
1-'[+1[:|.:l:||1]c since either won the junior &
tlike.

For Watergrasshill it was 1958 when
the tithe st rested with the club, while
Ma Pinrsaigh were junicr A winners
back in 19749,

Im the interim, a jJunbor B title came
to My Piarsaigh in 2001, amd sinee thedir
promotion to junior A, they have ac-
quitted themselves well.

They contested the fnal last season,

m Mary Newman

losing after a late fightback by Mew-
towmshandrum,

Watergrasshill lost at the semi-final
stage last seazon to Mewtown and they
will b equally determined to go the
fll diztance fomorrow.

On their way to the final, both have
impressed. Ma Piarsaigh had three vic-
tories oitt of three to top their group
with wins over Bride Rovers, Bantesr,
and Ballyhea securing a semi-final
spot,

Watergrasshill also topped thelr
groug with good performances over St
Yincent's. Youghal, and Bishopstown.

sbraher Credit | Inion

The zemi-finals were close. Water-
grasshill had to go toa replay before
dizposing of Ballyhes.

Ma Piarsaigh got the upper hand on
neighbours st Vincent's in another
close encounter.

At the start of the season, many
tipped Watergrasshill to march
thirough this championship with Little
bother, given that they were boosted
by the return of former Cork senlor
Marie O'Neill to the club, Having won
senior county, Munster and All-Ire-
land honours with Milford, this year
ghe petiened to ber home clih,

She has been a big asset, as has form-
er Cork senior captain, Catriona
Foley. who joined Watergrazhill this
spason, having previously lined out
with Clooghduy and Reckban.

Cork and St Vincent's camogie players, brought the 0°Duffy Cup to the Gurranabraher Credit Union Open day. Induded are Philip Hosford; Lord Mayor Clir Tony Fitzgerald; Georgina

Picture; Jim Coiaghlan

Piarsaigh hoping
to go one better

Having tasted defeat in last senson’s
final Ma Piarsaigh will bring all that
experience with them fomorrow,
boested by o superh victory over a fan-
cied 5t Vincent's side.

They have fine players in Orla
Bourke, Rebecca Rourke, Lisa Burns,
Casey Coleman, and Emily Buckley,
who will lead thedir challenge.

Both sides are hungry for success,
The pain of Inaing last vear's final will
still b in Ma Piarsaigh’s minds and
they know that they have anothear
chanee to finish the job and get over
the Hime.

Watergrasshill have put ina huge ef-
fort into this team in the last thrae
yiears and the push for success is there.

It promises to be a lively affair o get
the day off to the perfect start.

Major push is on to complete Castle Road complex

IN the last two weekonds, it wis wonderficl to ses the
dressing rooms in Castle Road open and teams
emerging on fo the feld from a new entrance,

Since the facility opened, teams had been changing
in poriaeabing and while they were invaluable, they
weren’t suitable for the needs of the growing
nuimbers of players using the facility.

Croke Park won't allow Cork play games at the
best playing surface in Ireland beeanze the feilities
don't mes thelr requirements.

The dressing rooms will, hopefolly, alleviate this
problem and ensure more high-profile games will be
pyed an what §s a supert piteh.

Last Saturday, when pitches all over the couniry
wore wnpdayabbe, Castle Rond hosted & senior county
semi-final and 'quarter-final, with the latter going to
extra-time.

But while the comples i= bullf and ready, the board
cannot afford toopen it fully and two dressing roons

CAMOGIE
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remain incomplete, leaving just two in operation at
present. A huge amount of work remains fo be done
and the puzh is a0l on to get the project finished.

To help fund the development Camogfundraising
is pushing their Sponsor a Bleck programme. The
cost of sponsoring o block ks €50 and they are calling
on all past and present players and officials; clubs,
the wldar GAA family, businesses, and supporters to
get hehind this fndrealzing event, which they are
Boping will generate significant money and will en-
supe that Cork Camogie will have a facility that its
0,000 members ean all be proued of.

Given the huge valome of players playing the
pame and enjoying the use of the facilities, the hope
i= that if plavers or parents are not in a pogition to

buy a brick, they might come together and jointly
bary one. To date, the fundralsing target has not been
reachesd and it iz vital that everybody petz behind the
vieniure and buys a block, or part of a block.

Without thiz support, the project will see & mass-
ive burden of debt on the shoulders of the Cork
Camogie Board.

When one sees the magnificent structure being
baeklt in Pédre Ul Chaoimb and the massive amonnt of
money it i5 costing, what the camogie girls need s a
drop in the ocean in comparizon. They must rafse
every penny themsaives.

Payment for sponsorship can be sent toany of the
camoghe board afficers or can also be lodged to the
boards Development Bank Account details as fol-
lows:

AlH, 65 South Mall.

BIC: AIBKIEZL:

IBAN: IESRATRKA341 78T 707RE



Valleys

come out
on top in
the final
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‘I'I-"Ey Rovers 2-8
Blackrock 1-10

A n?ACT{ER of a contest in
the SE Systems Senior B final
n Castle Road ""E-‘H‘-'Tdﬂ!f'
where little divided the sides
I“"l"ﬁl' ;hl." hour,
alleyvs started super

Orla Deasy and g.:tsh;i
{TL’:"E]':" had them twao paints
In front and they possibly
ahould haves ﬂﬂiml.."l‘luﬁmui:u}
lore Kaltlin hickey had a
Blackrock point. Michelle
Murphy hand passed to the
met to give the Rockies the lerd
and twice the sides swapped
points bafore Hayley Evan put
Blackrock four clear on the
half thrme whistle.

With the wind In their fa-
viour for the second hall Val.
ley’s got the best possible start
with HKatle Lynch hand pas-
slng to the net to narrow the
Blackrock lead. Hickey
winted twice from placed
palis to ensure Blackrock hebd
their advantage but with
ievery ball contested with huge
determination every brieak
was vital.

Liz Bugler was doing huge
ywork for Valleys around the
centre with Jenifer Murphy
superb in defence, Hayley
Eyan and Michelle Murphy
were prominent for Blackrock
bat two points without reply
saw Vallevs back o within a
point again.

Michelle Murphy stretched
it to two bul Sirong pressiine
gaw Valleyvs win a penalty as
Snsan O°Leary was fouled in
the amall square, her effort
was saved on the line but they
won a free O'Leary popped it
over the bar and the lead was
down to a polnt.

Mow the momentum wWas
with Valleys as they baitled
for an equaliser. They won a
45 thedr effort came back off
the post and was grabbed by
Eileen Foley and she made no
mistake driving the ball to the
net to give them :ml:- lead with
one miAauLe remuEinieng.

Blackrock substitute Sarah
Carroll added a point in the
gix minutes of added tme but
they could not find an extra
gear to el back on |:I-E._l'.|1-!|-' as
Valley Rovers held firm 1o
take the title after a thrilling
contest that was a credif to
both sides.

Valley Rovers defender Jen-
nifer Murphy had a superb
game and was named as Even-
ing Echo Player of Th:ﬁ-:gf’ﬂ;-

Vallay Fowvers: KLy ]
g‘E’T;:,;"E... ,..-..'%5 -1 45}, O Deasy &
E‘LE“.FEH,.,:;fmw'-u-a (0-4rs 0-1 45}
M Murphy 11, H Fyan, K Larsghar, 5
Carrpil D-108

ROWERS: O Hprrirgica: G
FE':,'I.LE;HM_ G Donsy, M ﬂ“’"“"-i

s O Laary, o MUEphys

S mighlasy, 5 Q E. win-

K L Bugier; E O'Regan, E
Hwn"“:né'u.whns: E Foley. K Lynch. ©

Dy,

PBLACKAOCH: § Coughlan: K Dﬁ-m:
& ywn, A McCufining A Haghs, B U'l'.
l:ﬁluﬂi. T Mg Mahedy K HEChEL

Na Piarsaigh win
on late goal blitz

____CAMOGIE |
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Ma Piarsaigh 3-3
Watergrasshill 0-7

A LATE rally, which vielded throe
goals, saw Na Plarsalgh annex the S5E
Systems Junior A champlonship title
at the expense of Watergrasshill in the
Ermin ralser at Castie Road yester-

i,

Flaying out 20 minntes of the second
half with 14 plavers fellowing the dis-
missal of their poal kee for a red
card offence, Watergrashill looked 1o
have weathered the storm but cutting

the deficlt to a polnt a8 the game enter-
¢d added time Ma Piarsalgh struck to
grab it with two late goals.

It wasn't a ¢lassy game by any
means and the excitement all packed
into the closing minutes as Wat AL-
hill semehow managed to lose their
shape and concentration having copes

wikth being reduced fo fourteen.

Ajded the strong wind in the open-
ing hall Watergrasshill held & four
ﬁ:].m fnterval lead and possibly should

v been further ahead but strong de-
fending by Ma Plrsaigh plus a tenden-
cles of Watergrasshill o go for goals
was a factor in this.

Emily Buckley pointed on seven
minutes to give Na Plarsaigh the land
but with Marie O'Neill prominent
Watergrashill led 0-3 to 01 af the end of
the apening quarter. Applying a lot of
pressune and distriboting the ball well
down the wings Watergrasshill found
space and winning a penalty Marle
O Meill opted for a polnt to push them
three clear before Cliona Crondn with
an excellent sirike made it four befare
the interval.

On the resumption both defences
came under pressure but Na Piarsaigh
with the wind in their favour were
finding it hard to find a way past a
solid Watergrasahill defence where
captiin Edel Murphy was stiperh.

It was nip and tuck as nelther side
eould find the fange to register the
opening scare of the 56 half and
ihen came a big turning point. As
Watergrashill cleared thelr lines to
safety as n defender emerged with pos.

i o e

Piarsaigh captain Amy Lee and players celebrate after defeating Watergrasshill in the
E:ﬂ SE Sﬁglhnmpliurﬂw A Camoqgie final at Castie Road yesterday.

Mary Newman presents the Evening Eche's Player-of-the-match award to Na Piarsaigh's Rebeoca Rourke after defeating Watergrasshill
in the Cork SE Systems Junior A Camagie final at Castle Road yesterday.

sexsion the referee’s attentlon was
brought back to the geal area where on
consultation with his umpires a
siralght red was {saued to the Water-
grazhill goalkesper.

There followed a penalty to Na Piar-
sxigh which k r Ammy Lee made her
way up to take & gond save on the
line from Catriona Foley saw Walter-
grasshill clear to safety.

Whatergrasshill coped well with the
numerical difference and still we
awaited the first score of the zecond
half a3 Ma Plarsakgh fadbed to avail of
their advantage.

With nine minwbes remalning, Marke
O Helll edged Watergrasshill five
ms clean as they still hedd the upper

Orla Bourke pointed o 45 after good
pressure had forced the Walergrasshill

Picture: Eddie O Hare

defence into an error and with the
same player adding her podmt
from play a minute later Walergras-
shill*s led was down to thres polnts.

Marie O'Beill callbed Watergrasshill
with a point with thres minutes re-
maining bt Ma Piarsalgh comtinsed to
improve and pumpling long ball into
the danger area they were causing
amh]n:-ms for the Watergrazshill de-

nee, Winning a free on the 20-metre-
lime they opied to bring Amy Lee for
ward to hit it and the keeper made no
mistake afining high to'the roof of the
ned with {wo minutes remaining.

As Na Plarsalgh battled for an equal-
isor the clock ticked inte added time
with two minutes plaved a dipping
shot from Trisha Coleman out on the
wing struck the end of the upright and
wenl over the lne for the lead. Water-

Picture: Eddie 0Hare

grashill stunned by the late rally [FHE|
no time to respondd and a Casey Col-
eman goal on the full time whistle was
the icing on the cake for Ma Piarsalgh.
Rebecca Rourke Ha Plarsaigh do-
{endor was named as the Eveilig Echo
plaver of e Match,
Eoaury lor Ma Plassalgh: T Coterman, © Colneran,
o Lo £, -0 aach, O Dogrke 0-390-1 45), E Buckisy
ST
‘Wabsrgrasshill; M el 0-5 0-21 51, € Cronn 61
HA PLARSAIGH: & Lesicl; 5 ODoncvan, L Buemi,
H Fopn: R Mo, E Buckiey, L Twohg: O Bowrka,
A& O Sgleeaes. 8 Aochg, © Mo MoCariy, O Coioeran;
Q Connglly, E Mc Elincary, T Coleman
Sub: 5 Warren ko B cEhesney (i 40)
WATERGRASSMELL: A Cainy: B FEngarahs, A Hal-
farran. & Fouly; N Mulholland, i Muipbyich. ©
Foley; E Carey, A Kaisar; G Cronin, & O hiedl, M
Srsanar L OF Py, L Crowiey, A Caney
Subic M P L Coovdery (5], b Buckiay lor
A Canay (40, A et & Crosn (550
Aalense: doha O Likny (Wale)

MW’:MMn and Trish [nl!-m.url celobrate a goal against Watergrasshill
during the Cork SE Systems Jumior A Camesgie final.



Inniscarra retain crown

=

Joanne Casey, Inniscarra, receives the Player of the Match from, Li
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nda Mellerick, from the Evening Eche.

Pictire: fim Coughlan

Both sides can take a
lot from a great final

TWO things came out of Saturday’s Senior
County Camogie final.

Inniscarra are undisputed worthy cham-
plons and Glen Rovers are no longer the "also
rns',

When Joanne Casey strick two poals inside.

the opening four minutes, many feared the
WoTsL.

Pleage don't let this be a landslide victory.

It was the worst possible start for the Glen.

Undoubtedly, they zpoke before the game
about not giving the champions a good start,

It was ball watching and inexperience which
enw Casey all alone, particularly for her sec-
ond goal, and from a Glen point of view the ball
coubdn’t kave fell o a worse plaver,

Metminder Denise Laby had no chance.

But what a brillinnt I0-minute spell the Glen
than had.

Showing no fear, they attacked the game,
scoring Mve points en the trot froam four differ-
ent plavers, without reply,

You gould see that in a couple of 50/50
;:pﬂnts- there was tiredness in Inniscarra’s

s

They looked heavy. But just as they have
done so many times in the past seven days they
seenied to dig deeper and deeper and get o new
bzt of lifie.

They rnsﬁ:-:-ndml to the Glen's purple paich
with four, theee from Joanne Casoy and had a
good goal chance but were denied by Denjse
Luby, leaving Mlive between them at the break.

Innkscarra getting the first couple of scores
after the break was just what they wanted.

They were piling on the pressure and but for
Denize Luby, conld have had another two
poal=

The Glen were making little headway
around the middle of the feld now aned were
struggling to win possession in their half-for-
ward line, except for Alsling Wallace who
muhe several Fins.

What struck me a fow times during the gnme
wag the lack of five in the belly in two or theee
Glen players,

When & ball broke they were show (o react,
shiowed an indecisiveness on whither o go or
not and when they did, it lacked conviction,

That ot times was one of the difforences be-
tween the sides. Innlzcarra know what's it's
like 1o Jose big games, they know the hurt,
ll"f-'!r"ﬂhflﬂ.;il the pain.

The Glen wore in what many might feel was
bonis terribory. ¥ migh e

They are young and the saying ‘vou have to
lose one to win one' never seemed more apd s
it did on Saturday,

Match analysis

Mellerick

The experience of Inniscarrn was also a tell-
ing factor.

That bit of cuteness means o0 much, that
only experience can buy.

The Glen will be better equipped in that neot
Near,

One moment comes to mind in the final 10
minutes of the game,

With the Glen attacking, Rena Buckley and a
Glen plaver (1 can't recall who) sprinted to a
ball in the corner.

Rena got there first, just a foot ahead. But it
was enolgh to crouch and posktion herself over
the ball, not only shielding the ball but also
g{asﬂnu a foul when she was pushed from bi-

Tl

It was & erucial free at the time when the
Glen had regained momentum and had the gap
down to three paints.

|I1F:'li5t-ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ. have been just brilllant this past
week.

I'm sure the way they've achieved this title
hiaz e it all the sweetor,

;Ifi“m the Glen after the mateh in the Glan

cl

Despite their dizsappointment, they acknowl-
edged a brilliant Inniscarra team.

The Glen can hold their heads high.

It was a very good county final and they
massivily contribubed,

They can look (o 2018 with enthusinsm.

Picking the Player of the Match can some-
times be an easy task and at others, diffieult.

There wore some fine performances from
both sicdes,

For the Glen, Denise Luby, Kelly Falvey,
Lauren Callanan, Aishlng Wallace and Epmma
Murphy stood oul at variss stages.

For Inniscarra, Rebecea Keane had a fine
hour, Aoife Kavanagh, Rena Buckley and
Grace Heffornan hugely impressod.

doanne Cazey won the Player of the Match
award in 2016 aftor scoring 2-8 from 4-10,

It°s nice to pass the award around when a
team has regular sucoess but how could you ig-
nore the fact that she scored 2.7 from 2-14 on
saturday, 2-3 from play?

Top class, She mude the decizion sy,

Inniscarra’s Erin Looney and Grace Heffernan go for a high ball with Glen Rovers' Nora O'Riordan during
the Cork County Senior Camogie final at Castle Road, Mahon.

Mary Buckley, Inniscarra captain, receives the
cup from Mary McSweeney, chairperson Cork Ca-

megie Board

Pictuwe: Jim Coughlan

Rovers.,

Picture: Jim Coughlar

Niamh McCarthy, Inniscarra, Kelly Falvay, Gler

Ficture; Jim Coughla

Player OFf The Match:
There cowld be no disputing
the winner of this accolade.
Although it was x great team
dts_u%v from Inniscarra, the
role of Joanne Casey was pl-
votal. Her two goals and
sevien points were a erweial

factor in the final outcomo,
Turning Point: Innizcarra
showed their grit and char-
ictor to respond at numer-

ous stages when Glen
Rovers eame back at them,
Crucially the Mid Cork side
did so right in the final
stages when there was just a
goal between the two shiles.
?al'!hm“mtnh: The referve
or this contest iMar-
muid Kierwan l.'l'ﬂ:r?ﬂrugg
On an overall level he did a
very good job at handling
the game. He left the girls

Story of the game

get on with it allvwing for s
free-fowing conbest.

Seore Of The Match:
Joanne Casey came up
trumps tHme snd again for
Inniscarra. YWhen Glen wern
o roll, she had & free from
Sim was a cruchal one and it
showed that she coukd per-

forns nnder & and
when hi ates needed
her most. .



after busy few days

Inniscarra 2-13
Glen Rovers 1-10

FOR the second year in a row
Inniscarra were crowned the SE
Systems Cork Camogie Senior
Championship winners after what
was a hard-earned victory over
Glen Rovers.

Im what was their fourth champioen-
ship outing in just the space of a mene
eight dt&:. Inniscarra onge again
showed i they could go (o the well
and e a champlonship winning
performance when they needed 1t
st

They have came through tough tests
with Douglas and ilford in
the gquarter and semi finals pespact-
ively.

Again in this final contest the
Mid Cork side responded when the
Glen threw everything they had at
them.

It has by no means E;ﬁ dﬂ:&m

AEY whatsoover, but Inni
F:?mireﬁwn through their fogether-
ness and determination that they arc
deserving winners of this crown for
the 2rd time in their history.

There is a good blend of youth and

Inniscarra celebratae their win against Glen Rovers.rish Examinerat the Camogie Grounds, Castle Read,

_____CAMOGIE |

m Linda Mellerick

experience in this Inniscarra side and
they come together to form ene im-
pressive unit.

Among the players in their squad is
ong HMBHEEJE;,WJM has uu.-ﬁm All
Ireland winners medals for Cork be-
tween Camogie and Foothall,

She was solid at the back at
times. Bot this was an all round dis-
play and none of the Inniscarca
players could be faalted aad all pat in
terrific shifts,

Joamne Casey wad i red ot seoring
form throughout for Inniscarra help-
ing hersalf to a total of 2-7,

1t contributed to her deservingly
baing awarded the plaver of the match
A,

Casey’s two goals came inthe open-
ing minutes of the contest and that
ggrjnd af the play ultimately proved o

a crucial facior in the final outcome.

It provided Innkscarsa with the plad-
form and lead which they ultimatels
mever left ship.

Casey first found the back of the nst
with & clinical finish after Niamh
MeCarthy directed the ball into her

path.

The crowd hadd barely settled down
after the celabration af that gaal when
Casey ended up geiting a second.

Thiz tkme she did well io turn and
{inish aftor a good cateh from a pass by
Alleen Shechan

Glen Rovers, In their first Senior
County Final since 1898, showed the
jreat attitude which they possess to

coane back into proceedings and let In:
niscarma Know they woul ve o earn
tlhis the hied wi.

Glen got 5ix of the next ekghil scores
with Emma Murphy, Micole O'Brien
and Micheala Hyde all painting, cut-
ting the gap down to just two palnts by
the 20th minwbe.

Inniscarra though showed no signs
of tivetlrvess from their previons week's
excurslons and Casey and Miamh
MeCarthy both pointed before the end
of the opening half (o leave the score af
ihe break 2-6 (o 07,

Casey picked up where she left off
after the restart with fwo further-weall-
talen scores,

A the ganme progressed into the
latter stages, Glen Rovers once again
tried to mount 2 fAghiback amd set up
what looked like a tense closing few
minmes,

The City side found the back of the
net through Emma Murphy as her ef-
fort fo the lefi-hand corner manage to

Picture: fim Coughlan

evahi thie Inniscarra shot-stopper.

Despdie thelr Bate rally it ultimately
was ot to be 3

Make no bones about it this 1= a
growing Glen Rovers side and if they
can stick toegether there is no reason
why they shouldn't aspire te be back at
this stage mext vear apain,

But the day altimately bolonged to
Inmiscarra and thrmagh farthor clini-
cally taken poinis from Niamh Dil-
warth and the outstanding Casey as
they finally kdibsd off what was a brave
challenge from their opposition:

Thiz win wat another vindication
for the hard work which las been put
in at the Innkecarra club.

vy proved that last year was no
flash in the pan and that this is an im-
mensily impressive siila.
Secruns for nniscans: J Ciiep ) 27, W Diworm
Ef.mmrﬂ eCanty, B Keane, MicCarhy
Glen Revers: B Morghy 1-1, b Ofinen -4, M
Hiyia, M O Ticrdan 0-F nach, A Walisoo 0+

mmnw.iﬁ.ﬁm_zm-
lay: K O'Connoll, L O'bulvas, B Butkley: L Cun-
nangham, L Callasan; & Walleze, N Orlicken, &
‘Walsh: b Hyoe, E Musply, H Ofiordan

Suba: C Bolend o T Buckies(28) . D Ol for
Whaking i),

Asterge; D FirwarEine O,

Three reasons why Inniscarra are champions

Rovers side, Innkscarra knew a good start was vital
and they duly delivered on that front.
GREAT TOHGETHERNES:

[nnkscarea showed at numerous times during the
match that this was a united fromt. When th
ot have the ball they worked hard to got it back
and whon they hisd the ball, tere was alwiys an op-
o fior one pliyer to pass o aoeer,

Inniscarra were determined to show that last
vear was not-a flash in the pan and they most cer-
tadnly proved it was not with this terrific display,

ARACTER UNDER PRESSURE
GREAT CH outfit and there is some-

thing about their charaeter which one can cnly be

rissnd by, :
m%hey raa{mﬁdﬂd time and again when Glen

thack during the game. Ono
Rovers mounted a fishioot stages, whon Glen

to just three points that Inniscars
could &mﬁﬁ- :Lfm ng 0 mMany games ina fow

Iniscarcn ATe SOLs

eould have thought in the latier

el y's.

But they had the fight to keep on going and se-

ra conld potentially
ing stages of the game.

cure thelr secomnd county title in & row!
QUICK START
Given thiey had to play four :Immlﬂuuﬂhip PAniLs
bm Juiad the space of elght days ome fell
legmy and tiresd inthe open-

However, it was 0 be the o

came pearing out of the traps like & greyhound and
they managed to get two goals in the opening min-
nies through Joanne Cisay,

Griven they were agalnst what §s a young Glen

that inndscar-

aife. [nniscarra

Fkjedl

m John O'Shea

THE Inniscarra mamagement
team were mone than proad of
the outstanding effort their
side piat in during the game.

The Hid Cork side worked
hord thronghout to secare
tack to back Cork County
Sentor Camogie Champlon-
ship tiles, Tollowing what was
a great battle and an absorb-
Ing contest with Glen Rovers
on Saturday afternoon.

Qe of the members of the
management team on the day
was Joo MceCarthy. Speaking
fo the Evening Echo in Castie
Road after [aniscarca’s vic-|
tary, MeCarthy said that win-
ning the title for the secomndy
year in a row showed how
greal a side this is and the
strong character they poksiee,

“From tur own perspective;
the team slowed great heart. o
great detormination and a
Ereat will o win,

"Wo beai Milford last vear,
wi beat them this year.

“Thiey were & good team and
teday wo felt that the Glen
weoatld give us a ool game aned
that iz what they did.*

The kead up to the final was
e the hectic Buikl up from
an [nniscarra perspective,

The¥ had to play their
quarter final replay against
Douglas, their semi-final
agatnst Milford and Satur-
day's final against the Glen all
in the space of just & week.

Although this was far-from
kbeal, MeCarthy stated ow it
wias a teslament to this Innkse-
arra zide that they st got on
with things.

“It was their third game of
the week. We played a quarter
fimal of & county, a emmi fixal
of a county and this final all
within the periad of seven
days.

“They never gave up. There
1= 8 never gay die attitude
among that team. This is thetr
two in a row and | can tell you
one thing, with some good
young players cormning up we
will be looking (o challenge
agiain in the fature,

"Thl!:l.' Rave the heart and
detormination and they
showed plenty of 2kill and
abhlity wihen it was required.”

I¥iscussing ow Inniscarra
respondesd to the Glen on-
slaughis on their goal durinul
the game, MoCarthy mdded:

“That is the kind of u]]-l.ril1
there is n the side. They ansa
vy united and very unigue
hineh.

“It was a difficalt game and
wo axpected that the Glen'
waoitld be pooid. ™ !



Innkscarra celebrate beating Glen Rovers in the Cark Senior Camogie Championship final at the Camogie Grounds, Mahon.  Picture: Jim Coughlan

Casey on fire as Inniscarra show
their mettle to retain senior title

Cork Senlor Camogie mately proved crucial

Champlonship final
Inniscarra 213
Glen Rovers 1-10
John O'Shea

For the secomd year in a row,
Inniscarra were crowned SE
Svstems Cork Senlor Camogle
champlons after a hard-
earmed victory over Glen
Rovers.

In what was their fourth
championship outing in just
thie space of elight days, Innlksc-
Area once again ahowed they
cottld go to the well and pro-
duce o champlonship-winnlng
performance when needed,

It has by no means been
casy, Inniscarra showing
their metthe to be crowned de-
serving winmers for the third
time,

Joanne Cazey was in red-
hot form throughoeut for In-
nigcarra, helping herself 1o a
total af Z-7.

Casey’s two goals came In
the opening minutes of the
contest and that period ulti-

Casey first found the back of
the net with a clinical finish
after Niamh McCarthy di-
recied the ball into her path.

The crowd had barely
seitled after the celebration of
ihiat goal when Casey ended
up geiting a 2ecomd. This time
she did well to turn and finish
after & good eatch from a pass
by Alleen Sheehan,

(Flen god 51x of the next eight
scoras with Emma Murphy,
Nicole O°'Brien, and Michesly
Hyde all pointing, cutting the
gap down to just (v poinis by
The 30th minwte.

Innizearra, though, showed
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Senior B Championship final at Castle Road.
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no signs of tiredness from
their quarter and semi-final
eertions against Dou anil
Milford and Casey Minmh
MeCarthy both pointed before
the end of the half to leave the
soore at the break 2-6 (o 0-7.
Casey picked up where she
left off after the restart with
two further well-taken scores.
As the game progressed (o
the latter stages, the Glen
again tried to mount a fight-
back and set up a tense finale.
The City slde found the back
of the net threugh Emma
Murphy as her effort to the
left hand corner manage to
evade the In-
niscarra shot-
stopper. Des-
pite their late
rally it was not

Glen Rovers'
Leanne
O"Sullivan tries
to block down
Inniscarra’s
loanne Casey.

to be enough. The day bel

ad to Inniscarra and t
further points from Miamh
Dilworth and the outsianding
Casov, they Killed off 8 brave
Glen challenge.

B It was always going to be a
big ask 24 hours after clinch-
ing the Cork title and so it
proved as Inniscarra went
down 0-15 ta 0-7 to Clare’s
Innq:h-l'{ilna.mnna in yester-
day's Munster Senfor Club
semi-final,

m farr dnnlseami: i %-u m.:
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A Kacanagn, & O Mahary, A She.
ran: T MeCarhy, J £ Loonay: R
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Valley Rovers® joint-captains Ena Coughlan and Ia'titl.rrr:h.lm ﬂ!ﬂplﬁﬂﬂujﬁlﬁhtﬁ!ﬂmw

Pictare: David Kean

Camogje club

From their humble begin-
nings back in 1987 Valley Rov-
ers Camogie Club climbed the
lofry heights of Cork County
camogie when their senior
B team captured the county
championship erown on Sun-
day last. .

Alfter an e.:ll:'tl':'gml:m;_hmlr

defeated last years inter-

Trjuﬂ.imchampm Blackrock
at the camogie headquarters
in Castle Road and as a result
will now cornpete at senior ‘A’
level in 2018.

Defeared at four final at-
tempts the most recent be-
ing last year when they lost
10 Mallow, last Sunday's final
was a thriller from start to
finich and at the break the city
girls, having had the aid of
the stiffish breeze led by foar
points. On the resumption
Valleys got the best of starts
when Katie Lynch found the
"neet.

ltwas nip and tuck through-
out before Valleys n
Foley netted to give her side a

With six minutes of added
time Blackrock narrowed the
gap to the minimum and in
a nail-biting finish Valleys
remained solid to claim an
historic victory, amid great
scenes of joy and emotion,
which contimued on their re-
turn to Innishannon wigr:re
they were greeted by a huge
su?pm. a parade through the
village and reception in the
parish hall, Final score, Valley
Rovers 2-8, Blackrock 1-10.

Team/Panel: G Harrington,
G Dart-0'Flynn, C Deasy, M
Cottrell, E Coughlan (c), 5
O'Leary (0-4), ] Murphy, M
Hawkes, L Bugler, E O'Regan.
E O'Mahony, C Hawkes,
E Foley (1-0), K Lynch ()

{1-3), O Deasy (0-1). 5 McCa-
rthy. M Murphy. M Forde,
L. Brew, E Forde, 5 Murphy,
vV O'Halloran, M O'Brien, S
Lynch, 5 O'Dwyer, A O'Brien,
E Palmer, C O’ Donovan Man-
ager/coach, Mark Prender-
gast, selector, Mary Crowley.

OcT. 2013



Camogie champs defend
their county senior crown

SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL

INNISCARRA _ 2-13
GLENROVERS  1-10
SHIRLEY MOLOMEY
REPORTS

THEIR plight of having to
play four games in eight days
grabbed the headiines eartier
this week = but before Innis-
carra bowed out of the Munster
championship on Sunday, they
won back-to-back Cork senior
camrgie tithes the previous day,

Im all, Inniscarra had to play
four championship games in
etght days, with less than 24
hours between their county -
ol win agaimst Glen Bovers and
their Munster semi-fnal defest
e Clare’s Inaghf/Kilnamon.

Last week Inniscarra beax
Doarglas and Milford in county
guarier-finals and semi-finals
respestively.

Two goals inside the open-
fng three minutes from piaper-
al-the-mamch Joanne Casey set
Inniscarra up to rewmin the SE
Swsrems Cork camogie senior
championship title for 2017,
bt it wasa't all ane way traffic
for the defending champions as
Glen Rovers ensured they were
pushed all the way last Saturday
at Castle Road.

The game sprung o life for
Innisearra on three minotes
when Casey blasted 1o the net
pwice within 60 seconds. The
firsy, a sublime shot when a
move that stamed deep in dé-
fence was collected by Niamhb
McCarthy on 30 metres who
spotted Casey all alone on the
20 and didn't hesitate in baying
off a pass thar saw Casey blust
o the net.

Within a minute Casey had

the sliotar in the back of the net
again, this time afver collecting
a ball in from Alleen Sheehan
and firing home to see [nniscar-
ra iwo goals up before the Glen
had any ehance o responad.

Nora O'Riordan and Treasa
MeCarthy exchanged points
before the Glin began to spring
into action and pull themselves
imto the game, [noa ten-minte
spell teey cur the deficit to just
two paints with Necode O Brien
launching the fight-back witha
Free on 11 minwtes. Three min-
utes later Michaels Hyde split
the posts, before O°Brien fired
over a 20-metre (rec. Emma
Murphy lit the posts with 3
greatsoone on the run 1o see tlye
score 2-2to 0-5.

Six mimutes Inter, Glen goal-
keeper Luby, who showed
enmposure and skill on the goal
tie, controdled and cheared o
ensure the Glen didn't concede
dharaig their ten-minite purple
patch.

When O°Riordan sphit the
posts after a-strong run on 21
the game was well amd truly on
with just two between the sides.

Inniscarra, looking tired
from a week of challenging fix-
tures, dug deep however, and
through a Casey hrace there
were four between the sides in
5 TRREIY FEEETES,

Minmh -MeCarthy [fired
Innsicara five clear when she
dispossessed her opponent,
colleered and pointed. Casey,
on free-taking duty, pointed a
40-metre free before te Glen's
Katie Walsh raised a white flag

Justom the cuspof the break. In-
mecarra headed to the dressing
roarm leading 2-6 w 0-7.

Inniecarra doebled their lead

shortly after the resumptien

Casey points Inniscarra to glo

We did it! Inniscarra celebrate after winning the Cork mmmmmm

through aCasey placed ball and
a Rebecca Keane tight-angled
poing to move 2-8 1o 0-F abead.

Omee again, O'Brien, on free-
taking duty, led the way in the
Glen responding when she
pointed a $0-metre frec on 29,

Dilworth, operating at the
edge of the sguare, picked off
2 point during a peréod where
srnres were hard eo come by as
the outfizld battle imensfied.

Casey fired over a long-range
frec on 50 o sec Inniscarra 2-10
to -8 to the good heading into
the chosing ten minutes.

However, the Glen onos again
showed their ability to resurrect
themselves and carved inio the
Innizcarra lead when Murphy
fired o the net on 51 mintes,
Hyde pointed from close range
andd an O'Brien J0-metre free
had the Glen within three of
Inniscarma,

Dnoce agzin, and proving
champions: die hard, Innis-
carra dug deep and respondexd
with three unanswered points
through a Casey free and fine
effort from play either side of
a hard-camed Dilworth effort
o see them sucoessiully defend
their tite, but not after being
pushed all the way by o young
and skillnl Glen side.

{Photos: Teevor Patchell]

Star player: Inniscarra’s Joanne Casey scores apoint after getting away from Glen Rovers'
' Salivan,

Leanne

Scorers
inniscaerae | Casoy 2-THHLH
Diéworth 0-2, T McCarthy, K

O8Ashany, MMeCarthy, A Keane

G=1pach.

Glen Bovers: E bMurphy 1-LH

OB 0-4 (41N
Hydo0-1 1 Watsh0-1

o,

Irntscanrae 5 Waksh; M Buckley
{captain], CLeanay, R Quizln: G
Helfer i, & Buckbey, A& Ky

K Dby, i Shoehoar Tk Ca-
rity, ] Casey, E Loonely: R Kean, N
Ditwrartih, W ML archy.

Gen Rowers: O Luby: 5 Fahy, b
Fahvey, 7 Buckioy K 0Connel, L

O’ Suliivan {captain, K Budkloy; L
Curningham, 1. Callanan: A Wal=
ta0e, WO Brien, K \Walsks b Hyde, E
Maumphvy. N Citiondan

Subve: C Bl [or 7 Buckioy { 28],
D 0ol fior K wWaksh {39),

Frefenes: Dianmid Kinwin (Eine Og)

THE ONLY WAY ISUP Valley aners wlll play senlnr camngle in 2013

Valley Rovers celebrate af-
ter their 2-8 to 1-10 victory

o U b oy gl






