Cork ace Amy
O’Connor is
still relishing
every minute
of inter-
county life

as a NEw-
look Rebels
team finds its
groove

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

AMY O'Connor’s enthusiasm
for the sport she loves is con-
tagious.

Now in her 13th season, the
Cork stalwart’s passion hasn't
waned. In fact, it's the oppo-
site.

‘Iove it. I absolutely love it]
she beams.

‘I love going to training. [
love the feeling when you are
playing in Thurles, Croke Park
and Pdirc Ui Chaoimh. That
hasn't changed.

‘I probably do appreciate it
a bit more. Thinking back to
the 2014 and 2015 All-Treland
finals, Iwas only 17 or 18 years
old.

‘I enjoy it now and love it as
miuch as ever.

The six-time All-Ireland win-
neris the perfect Cork camogie
ambassador.

She’s been there, done that
and still wants to contribute
to the cause, stressing that she
has more to give.

So too does the game itself,
O'Connor insists. New rules
have improved the sport, bath
for players and supporters. It's
astronger product overall.

“The game is in a much bet-
ter place,” the Cork forward
Says.

“There are games now where
weare scoring more than hurl-
ing games. The matches are
much more free-flowing. Our
plavers are so athletic and
physical now.

‘It's been a massive change,
but brilliant. It's exactly what
we want to see.

Years ago, we would have
played in an All-Ireland final
and it might have finished 0-9
to 0-8, whereas now it's much
more high-scoring, and that's
positive,

“The game is in a really good
place.

Look at Cork’s opening two
games in Group 1 of the Glen
Dimplex All-Ireland Senior
Championship. The Rebels
beat All-Ireland champions
Galway by 0-18 to 1-8 away
from home in their opener. On
the road again, Ger Manley's
team beat Tipperary 0-21 to
0-18 in a shoot-out,

S0, is camogie on the cusp
of a boom?

‘I think it will be massive,
but only if the eyes are on it.
But how do we get the eyes
on it? That's a massive chal-
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lenge that we have to fig-
ure out,’ she says,

‘If people come to games,
they will see the speed and
strength of our players.

“We played in Thurles before
the men's hurling game and,
before the end of our match,
there were 25,000 people
there, so how do we get those
fans to come to a camogie
match? That's the challenge.

‘If we get that right, that will
help the sport grow and grow.

Looking at the present, a
new-look Cork team, back-
boned by seasoned stars like
O'Connor, has found its groove
in the championship, winning
both games to top Group 1
ahead of the home tie with Wa-
terford this Sunday at Piirc
Ui Rinn (3.30pm, live on the
Camogie Association’s You-
Tube channel).

After a disappointing league

‘lovelit

campaign and
| an all-too-
short Mun-
ster champi-
onship, the
Rebels are
showing
that class

is perma-
| nent.

‘We're
delighted.
We had
a tough
league and a rough Munster
campaign, soit was good to get
back to winning ways,” O'Con-
nor says.

*We put in a good perfor-
mance against Galway and,
against Tipp, we probably
didn't play exceptionally well
but still did enough to get over
the line.

s a very pusitive start to
the campaign,’

That away win in Fu:henry
against Galway that kickstart-
ed Cork’s championship looks
ever more important with each
passing week,

‘I think so, and it didn't re-
ally matter who it was against
because we had such a tough
league campaign and tough
Munster, so it was good to get
back to those winning ways,’
she says,

‘Even if we didn’t win, put-
ting in that good performance
was very important to us.”

The challenge now is to keep
this winning streak going and
build momentum ahead of the
knock-out stages. The home
game against Waterford is an
opportunity to make it three
Wins in a row.

‘We aren't under any illu-
sions. It was great to get the
two wins but thereis alot toim-
prove on, O'Connor explains.

‘Being consistent is super
important for us. Can we con-
tinuously improve and put in
those consistent performanc-
es? Going out against Water-
ford, the first two games will
mean nothing if we don't putin
a good performance.,

‘They will be tough oppo-
sition. They had a good win
against Tipp in the first game
and were close to Galway last
week. There is nothing be-
tween the four teams in the
Eroup, so you can get quality
games every week.

The new formatin this year's
senior championship means
Cork, and all four teams in
Group 1, are guaranteed a
place in the knock-out stages.
The top two go directly into the
All-Ireland semi-finals, while
the third and fourth-placed

LEFT: Amy O'Connor celebrates a score in Cork'’s senior champlonship win away to Galway.

Arn}rO Connor at Croke
Park as PwC announced
B anextension of their
title sponsorship of PwC

GAA/GPA All-Stars and
Camogie All-Starsfora
further three years,

CAMOGIE GROUP 1

P w
Cark 2 2
Waterford 2 B
Galwa 2 1
Tipperary 2 0

teams move into quarter-finals
to face the top two from Group
. .

In one sense, there is nojeop-
ardy in the Group 1 games be-
cause all four teams, who were
semi-finalists last season, know
they will progress regardless of
results,

But O'Connor sees the struc-
ture as a positive.

‘It's a funny one. When you
are trying to explain it to peo-
ple, they struggle to wrap their
heads around it,’ she says.

‘From our perspective, being
in a group with the top four
from last year has been really
positive because every week
you are playing top-quality op-
position and preparing yourself
well for the knock-out games.

‘Whether or not it will be
seen as a positive across the
board, I am not sure. We will
only know that at the quar-
ter-final, semi-final and final
stages.

‘We are getting top-quali-
ty games every week and that
helps you figure out where you
are at from very early on.’

For Cork, after what hap-
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pened in the league and in
Munster, playing Galway, Tipp
and Waterford is just what
they needed to rediscover their
maojo.

‘It’s good to know where you
are at, O'Connor says.

‘It's not that the league or
Munster didn't necessarily go
to plan. Obviously, we want to
win every game, but we have
to be realistic too about where
we were at — we lost 14 play-
ers from last year, which was

massive,

‘In our first couple of league
games, we had only two or
three starters from last year's
All-Ireland final, which is a
huge turnover. Every team in
the country, men or women,
would struggle with that,

‘Yes, it was tough in the
league and in Munster, and we
would have liked to have beena
bit better, but it just wasn't to
be. So getting the opportunity
to play against the top teams

will show us where we are at
and where we need toimprove.”
The signs so far are encour-
aging, with O'Connor leading
by example as always.



Camogie All-freland Senior champiunsliib

Contenders ready withall
toplay for onthelast day

Muireann Duffy
Galway and
Waterford seek
semi-final berths,
while Kilkenny have
secured their
quarter-final spot

Ifthis week's heatwave wasn't a
sure enough sign, the summer
has certainly arrived, and with
it, jeopardy comes knocking on
the door of the All-Ireland Sen-
ior Camogie Championship,

With one round of games
remaining in the group stages,
potential paths to the O'Duffy
Cup are starting to reveal them-
sel\re;, while the relegation trap-
door is also waiting to fall open
for one unfortunate county.

In Group 1, reigning All-
Ireland champions Galway will
need to back up their win over
Waterford last time out as they
look to secure the remaining
semi-final berth on offer.

In a replay of last season’s
All-Ireland semi-finals, the
Tribeswomen host Tipperary
at Kenny Park while the Déise
20 to Piirc Ui Rinn, also in the
reckoning for that place in the
final four. Their hosts Cork, off
the back of a seven-point win in
Athenry and victory away to
Tipp a fortnight ago, have
already secured a direct route
to the semi-finals, while the
Premier County know they'll
have to go the long road via the
quarter-finals after picking up
two defeats in the group.

Cork's

perfect
record

books
direct

route

d provincial

All-ireiand Senior The league an _
runners-up, as well as Tipper-
Camogie l':hamplnnshlp ary, will be drawn against
k 1-13  either Kilkenny or Clare, who
Cor 10 cr;:rmpnle1:-:=l.:;tlL Group 2in ﬁrlst and

rd 0- second place, respectively.
Waterfo ilagh The Déis%e will haw.:ﬁo Sp’}an
se O'Callaghan without former All-Star
Therﬁf Ri g Niamh Rockett, who received
Paine "k a straight red carﬂH for ? chal-
t not have lenge on Laura Hayes In sec-
The results RS ond-half stoppage fime.

been as good as they would
have liked earlier 1n the sea-
son, but Cork have rediscover-
ed their winning formula just

in time. :
; With 10 of last years All-Tre-

nd final starting team, they
lsaecured a direct passage to the

“Tt was a tough game, there
was a lot of hard tackling,” ac-
knowledged Cork manager
Ger Mgnle_&tré "%ﬁmogm has
changed gquite a bit.

"W% had a very hard game
up in Galway. Tipp were the

Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Sen-  same. We're four very even
i i i ams.
ior Camogie Cha mpionship te B e it rlaYer

i-final courtesy of victory
i?gr Waterford in Paire Ui
Rngij;r'wizming all three games
in Group 1, they boast a 100%
record. Galway occupy the
second se -final spot. =

Waterford, meanwhile, Wi

discover their opponents in
the guarter-final on today's

Form Fre 33

nobody goes out to hurt any-
body. Eaura is a small bit sore,
but she will be fine.” -
Amy Lee's seventh-minute
goal was an important mo-
ment — the goalkeeper dis-
patched a monster delivery
after a one-two with full-back
Libby Coppinger, and the slio-
fan hounced high into the

Who joins Cork in the semi-
finals will come down to which
county picks up more points on
Sunday.

Should Waterford and
Galway end the day level on
points, Cathal Murray's side
will take the semi-final place on
the head-to-head result,
Galway having come away from
Walsh Park with a1-13 to 0-13
winin the second round.

There are more moving
parts in the six-team Group 2,
from which the top-two finish-
ers will qualify for the quarter-
finals and the bottom two
teams face a relegation playoff.

Perfectrun

Two counties already know
where they're headed. Kilkenny
guaranteed their progression
to the knockout rounds with a
game to spare after beating
Clare last weekend to continue
their perfect run, while their
opponents today Wexford are
on the opposite end of the table,

s e

already booked into the
relegation playoff.

Eugene Foudy's Clare side
are in control their own fate
when they travel to play 2025
intermediate champions Offaly
this afternoon. The Banner's
sole, albeit chastening, defeat
of the campaign was that 4-14
to 1-8 loss to Kilkenny, so a
quarter-final spot is theirs if
they avoid defeatin Birr.

Only a Clare defeat would
open the door for Limerick and
Offaly to remain in contention.
If the Faithful can bag a win,

they'll join the Banner on 9

m Denvla Higgins of Galway is tracked by Bevin Bowdren of
Waterford. Both their counties have a chance to make the
semi-finals. PHOTOGRAPH: DAVID RIBEIRCANFHD

points and would go ahead
because of the head-to-head
rule,

However, ifOffalyand Limer-
ick both get wins - Limerick
hosting Dublinin Cappamore -
then the three counties will
have 9 points apiece, and the
quarter-final placewill be decid-
ed on scoring difference. Clare
are currently out in front on
that count, -3 compared (o
Limerick's-13and Offaly’s -14.

The two mid-table sitters
also have the added motivation
of knowing that if they avoid
defeat, they'll be safe from an
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unwanted place in the relega-
tion playoff.

Dublin are in the greatest
danger of joining Wexford,
their 1-18 to 0-8 win over Gerry
MeQuaid's side being their only
win so far in the All-Ireland se-
ries, and adraw ordefeatin Lim-
erick would seal their fate. The
county that comes out on the
losing end of the relegation play-
off will drop down to the inter-
mediate ranks for 2027,

Once the weekend's business
is wrapped up, the draw for the
two All-Ireland quarter-finals
will be held on Monday during
Morning Ireland on RTE Radio
One. To avoid repeat pairings
from the group stages, the two
counties that qualify out of
Group l will bedraw against the
two counties from Group 2.

The quarter-finals will be
played as double-headers with
the All-Ireland SHC semi-finals
at Croke Park on Satuwrday, July
4thand Sunday, July 5th.

WEEKENDFIXTURES [nll 2 30pm)
Sa |

turday
Group 2= \Wexlord v Ealkanny [Wiedond Park);
DffalyvClare (5t Brendon's Pask, Bir-Liveon
thie Camoger Assocation's YouTube channel);
Limesick v Dublin{Cappamone GAA).

Sunday

Group ): Galweanyw Tipperary (Kenny Park,
AthenrylCorkyWaterford [PiircUNRinn-Live
enthiCamogie Association’s YouTubechannal)

Senior Camogie Championship semi-final.

“T'll never hear the end of
it,"” Manley smiled. :

“We were trying to be direct
with the wind, use the ball
well. Look, it took a bad
bounce for Brianna [0'Regan)
but it was very important for
us as it gave us a bit of a
cushion.”

That cushion was a 1-5t0 0-5
interval advantage.

_“We didn't go well in the
first half. Our forward line
looked dangerous when they
got the ball, we just didn't get
enough in. T thought Water-
ford were very good coming
out with it, they worked it
well, they had runners coming
through the middle and it took
us a while to adjust. And when
we did, Ashling [Thompson],
Laura Hayes, and Mille Con-
don came right into it

“We were outstandingin the
second half against a very
strong wind."

Player of the Match Sorcha
MeCartan was a real thorn in
Waterford's side, especially
her three points in the first
half, while Amy O’Connor pe-
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Teenager Kelly stars as
Galway power into semi

Kevin Egan

2 All-Ireland champions Gal-
way enjoyed a comprehensive
3-17 to 0-15 win over Tipper-
ary In Athenry to book their
semi-final spat.
_ Sarsfields  teenager
Gaoimhe Kelly made an im-
mediate impact with 1-1 in the
opening minutes, getting 1-4
in all, while Niamh McPeake
bagged twe goals.

Eimaa_r McGrath shot 0-11
for Tipperany. .

In Saturday's action, Clare

The game also marked a re-
turn from injury for captain
Méabh Cahalane as well as
Ashling Thompson, and hoth
stalwarts proved their worth
during what was a tense and

tight battle.
gﬁtvpn theneh Waterford face

picked up a 0-16 1o 1-8 win
over Offaly in Birr, Limerick
landed a stoppage-time
equaliser to force a 3-12 to
1-18 draw against Dublin, and
Kilkenny overcame a slow
start to beat Wexford despite
making 11 changes.

Those results now mean
that Dublin and Wexford will
contest the relegation final,
Clare and Kilkenny will both
go Into the quarterfinal draw,
and they will each play one
of either Tipperary or Water-
ford.

a gquick turnarvound to be
ready for next weekend's
guarter-final in Croke Park,
Mick Boland has plenty of rea-
sons to be optimistic. If you re-
maove the goal, they are not far
away.

Through top-scorer Beth

Corl's Sorcha McCartan gets away from Waterford's Laoise Forrest at Péirc Ui Rinn as Cork secured a direct passage to the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland

Picture; INPHO/Stephen Heaney

Carton, fit-again captain Laor-
raine Bray, and Keeley Cor-
beit Barry, you get a real fla-
vour of how strongly moti-
vated they are to succeed,
Being league and provineial
finalists, they are not short on
motivation either. 4

Scorers for Cork: A O'Connor (0.8
frops), A Lea (1-0), S McCartan (0-3), 5
McCarnhy (0-2 frees), A Thompson and
O Cahatana (0-1 each).

Scorers for Walerford: B Carton (0-4,
0-2 fress), N Rockelt (0-1 free) and #.‘
Fitzgarald (0-2 each), B Bowdran and M
O'Brion (0-1 each).

CORK: A Loa; | ©'Hegan, L Coppinger, |
M Cahalane (Capt); A Fitzgarald, M
Murphy, | Sheehan; M Condon, L Hayas;
S McCarthy, A Thempson, E Murphy; 3
MeCartan, O Cahalang, A O'Connor
Subs: M McNabola for E Murphy (58}, H
Ryan for L Hayas (67 lemp).
WATERFORD: B O'Regan; V Falconer L
Fomast, A McoNulty; © Carroll, K Corbett
Barry, R Walsh: O Hickey, A Flynn: E
O'Melil, B Carlon, B Bowdren; A Fitzger-
ald, M Gosll, M O'Brien. 5
Subs: L Bray {Capt) for M Gosll (hall-
time), A ©'Sullivan for B Bowdren (lemp
32-36), M Rockett for M O'Brien (33), A
O'Sullivan for O Hickey (85), R Kirvan
for A Fitzgerald (58).

Refereo: Donnacha O'Callaghan (Lim-
erick).



Tipp set up Cork showdown

Daragh O Conchir

For the winning quarte
ists of the Glen ?}implgz? E{-
Ireland Senior Camogie
: \dmpionship, having some.
Jttlllng to look forward to on
abloﬁt?s Was what it was al]
The draw, tarried out §
mediately after the mncjill:s]igin
of Tipperary’s 3-20 to 3.13 vie.
tory over Clare at Croke Park
vesterday, pitched the Pre.
mier County against Cork in
the semi-finals, while cham-
pions Galway will take on Kil-
kenny, who edged ont Water-
ford by 2-18 to 1-19 after extra
. time at HQ on Saturday.
Both those games will take
place at Semple Stadium; for
*[I]‘;ptln rtn}.lantager Jﬁmes Heffer-
. that was hi i
oy is primary
_"We're at home, we're de-
lighted to be in Semple Sta-
dium,” said Heffernan, who is
in his first year in the job.

“Cork and Galway will go in
as massive favourites, we
know that, and on the form
line, that's deserved. They
have been way out in front for
the last couple of years, and
the form line is showing this
year that that is the same.

*80, we're glad we have the
three weeks, because we need
it to go up against either of
those two teams. But the fact
that we'll be at home, it's a big,
a big bonus, as we should have
a massive Tipp crowd there,
!::c:pef‘ully. So I can't wait for
1L,

Kilkenny's Laura Murphy,
who recovered from jarring
her knee and looking in seri-
ous pain in the first half to de-
liver four points and much
more in a player-of-the-match
performance, was of similar
mindset, albeit that she had no
idea who lay in store in the
aftermath of their game.

“One of them is as good as
the other, it’s all the one to us
at this stage,” Murphy con-
tended reasonably. “We're
just glad to be there and train-
ing for another three weeks."

_ Tipp led by six points at half
fime yesterday but Clare had
nine wides in that opening
period and it took them until
the 24th minute to get off the
mark, via Andrea O'Keeffe.

Réisin Howard goaled from
the restart for Tipp and when
player of the match Caoimhe
Stakelum — a minor star in

2025 — rifled to the net with
the purest strike yvou will ever
see, it was over. Clodagh
MecIntyre raised a third green
flag in the 45th minute to put
16 points between them.

Clare battled hard, as Hef-
fernan withdrew the likes of
Eimear McGrath and McIn-
tyre, substitute Aine O'Lough-
lin grabbing 1-2, and Ellen
Casey lashing home two goals
from a free and penalty re-
spectively, but their wasteful-
ness and Tipp's economy
meant that they had too much

A STEP AHERD:’

by Clare’s Raisin

Begley during the Glen Dimplex All-

Ireland Senior Camogie Championship quarter-final,
it Croke Park yesterday.  Pictue: Tom O Hanlon/Inphi

tor do.

“We felt we probably had
enough done with 15 minutes
to go... disappointing alright
to conecede a couple of goals to-
wards the end,” Heffernan
said. “But overall, it was a
good performance. We scored
3-15 from play, which is im-
portant, because we probably
hadn’t been doing that the last
couple of weeks.

“The goal was to get into
semi-final. We're home now in
Semple Stadium for the semi-
finals, so it's very positive.

“There's just loads of talent
there, and it's getting that
message across that we need
everyvone to contribute and
they contributed well there
today, but it is important that
you have scores coming from
deep, especially midfield, half-
back line, that kind of stuff.

“1 thought we did that well
today, that we got onr mid-
fielders forward, which is im-
portant.

“There's loads of good
young players on the squad,
and they've brought a lot of

Cork to face
Tipp in semis

The draw for the Camogie
Championship semi-finals has
pitted Munster rivals Cork and
Tipperary together in the last
four. Tipp eruised to a quarter-
final win over Clare at Groke
Park on Sunday,

Inthe second semi-final, Galway
will meet Kilkenny, who over-
came Waterford after extra time
on Saturday in Croke Park. The
semi-finals will take place in a
double-header in FED Semple
Stadium on Saturday, July 25
(live on RTE). Galway-Kilkenny
will throw in at 4pm, followed by
Cork-Tipperary at Gpm.

energy and freshness to the to
the set-up this year,

“We definitely feel like we
have the scoring power up
front, but it's not enough to
just have those plavers on the
piteh. You have to get good ball
into them, and yvou need to
work really hard as well to
stop the opposition of gettinga
run on us as well, and so it's
just to put that together in a
big game.

"We're definitely looking
forward to that challenge. The
girls aren’t training since No-
vember to only go that far,”

Elsewhere, Dublin turned
around their Leinster final de-
feat by Wexford to secure sen-
ior level next vear, while the
Yellowbellies will be operating
at intermediate level as a re-
sult of the 0-17 to 1-10 verdiet.

In the second tier, Armagh
will play Meath and Kerry will
play Laois in the semi-finals.
A goal in extra time by Kavlee
O'Keeffe snatched a 1-15 to 3-6
victory for Laois over Down,
while Meath edged out Derry
by 0-15 to 0-12,

Kilkenny book semi spot and purge last year’s loss

All-Ireland Camogie SC
gquarter-final

2-19

Kilkenny

Waterford 1-19
(AET)

Therese O’Callaghan

Croke Park

Kilkenny celebrated an All-
Ireland camogie quarter-final
victory at Croke Park on Sat-
urday, purging memories of 12
months ago when they suf-
fered at the hands of Tipper-

arft will be their first semi-
final since they won the All-
Ireland in 2022.

Katie Nolan was the game-
changer. A former dual All-
Star, she is now excelling as
an impaect sub, and grabbed
both Kilkenny goals, one 1n
each period of extra time.

1t would take a lot to out-
shine her, but MVP Laura
Murphy was wonderful, too,
despite picking up a first-
kn;fulliuphms?said: “It is just an
unbelievable feeling l‘lgi:]t
now. It means so much. It's

just incredible to finally get
over the line.

“The heartbreak of last
year: We were in the same
situation, went to extra time,
and came out the losing side.
I'm so proud of the girls and
the shift they put in.

“People have been talking
about us being in transition,
and it can be a little insulting,
but if vou look at it, we have
fallen short at this stage the
last two years.” _

The Kilkenny supporters
were relieved to see the scorer
of four inspirational points
carry on.

“I'jumped and landed awk-
wardly and sort of hyper-ex-
tended my knee, and for 30
seconds the pain was fairly
bad, but I got a bit of treatment
and the lads strapped me up
well and I got through it fine.

“Tp be able to bring on
someone as classy as Katie
Nolan says a lot about the
kind of panel we have. No
better woman than her to
come up with the goals,

“And we had th::se young

i ushing it on, too.”
gﬂl!‘ige-takrégr Agife Prender-
gast was unerring for James

Kilkenny’s Laura Murphy is fouled by Waterford player Alannah McNul-
ty in the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship

quarter-final at Croke Park.

Meagher’s side.

Waterford will have regrets,
after leading 0-9 to 0-7 at the
interval. Beth Carton's fourth

Picture: James Lawlor/inpho

point tied the game, 0-15 each,
at the end of regulation time,
And while they pulled back a
goal in the 78th minute, from

sub Maggie Gostl, they were
wasteful. Also, a Carton pen-
alty, following a foul on Abby
Flynn, inched wide of the left
post before half time.

Manager Mick Boland said:
“We're obviously disap-
pointed. We came here to win,
but you couldn’t have any ar-
gumenis with the result. The
girls worked hard and fought
hard all year. They have great
character. There were a lot of
tired and sore bodies after the
game against Cork last week.
That was only six days ago,
and that was difficult,

“But, again, I wouldn’t be
making any excuses, Kilken-
ny played last weekend, too,
and deserved their win.

“Niamh Rockett [red-carded
against Cork] was a massive
loss . 8he's a free-taker as well.
Beth missed two or three frees
today.

“But from Niamh's point of
view, it was probably a clumsy
tackle last week. She's heen an
ambassador for camogie for so
long, 1 thought it was disap-
pointing that she got a three-
match ban.

*Go back to the lads sent off
in the GAA in the last few

weeks, and they got a one-
match ban. And then vou see
some in the last three or four
vears anid people get off on a
technicality, but I can't do
anything about that now.”
Kilkenny's semi-final oppo-
nents will be either Cork or
Galway, to be plaved in an
FED Semple Stadium double-
header on July 25.
Scorers for Kilkenny: A Prendeargast (0-
9, 0-7 freas, 0-1 45), K Mofan (2-0), L
Murphy (0-4), 5 Barcoe (0-3), L Greana,
A McHardy and C Doheny (0-1 each).
Scorers for Waterlord: B Carton (0-9,
0-8 frees), M Gostl (1-0), A Fitzgesald (0-
3), O Hickay and E O'Neill (0-2 sach), M
O'Brign, L Bray and R Walsh {0-1 each).
KILKENNY: A Norris; A Beett, T Fitzgor-
ald, C Dowling (Capt): A Carroll, M
Deely, M Teehan, L Greane, L Murphy; A
Frendergast, C Keher Murtagh, A
McHardy; E Shortall, S Fitzgerald, 5 Bar-
COD

Subs: K Molan for Shortall (44), € Do-
hany for McHardy (53), R Dowling for
Barcoa (61-63 tomp), R Phelan for Keher
Murtagh (60+8), R Dowling for Barcoe
(70+4).

WATERFORD: B O'Regan; V Falconer, L
Forrest, A McNulty; C Canroll, K Corbott
Barry, R Walsh; O Hickey, E O'Nagill; L
Bray {Capt), B Carton, B Bowdran; A
Fitzgerald, L Bray, M/O'Brian.

Subs: A Q'Sullivan for O'Brian (45), R
Kirwan for Bowdren (51), M Gostl for
Forrest (59), 5 Lacey for O'Neaill (F0+4).
Referee: Joe Mullins (Clara).
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Hurling and Camogie Legends Lunch at Croke Park in Dublin.
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Cork's

O'Driscoll for incredible
camogie career

Former Cork and Fr O’Neill’s
camogie star Fiona O'Driscoll
was the recipient of the GPA
L_lfegme %chievement Camo-
gle Award on Fridav 1

Croke Park. v eaan

In a career laden with hon-
ours, Fiona was a superb
player for club and county,

She had extraordinary
skills, and she was the heart-
beat of every team she repre-
sented. She was an inspira-
tional player, who always
gave everything she had on
the pitch.

She was a lethal forward
and a goal poacher around the
square and, without doubt, a
nightmare for all defenders.

She was also a superb free
taker who showed her accu-
racy time and time again as
Cork enjoved huge success
and her pace and skill were
second to none,

Her list of achievements is
huge.

In a career marked with
huge success, she won six All-
Ireland senior championship
medals with Cork.

She was named National
Camogie Player of the Year in
2002.

The holder of eight National
League medals, including an
incredible seven-in-a-row
from 1995 to 2001, she added an
eighth national league medal
in 2003

She was a huge player and
leader for her beloved Fr
O'Neill’s and, without doubt,
one of her proudest moments
came in 2003 when Fr O'Neill's
finally captured the Cork sen-
ior county camogie champion-
ship after years of heartbreak
in county finals.

This was a victory that
meant so much to her, as they
finally got over the line to be
crowned senior county cham-

pions.

- u je Player Fiona
E*%rr?s:nlal recziving her Vodafone
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CAMOGIE
E Mary Newman

_She played on the Univer-
sity of Limerick team that won
Ashbourne Cup titles in 2004
and 2005, and was honoured
by them in 2007 as the recipi-
ent of their outstanding con-
tribution to sport Alumni
Award.

Following her retirement
from playing, Fiona has con-
tinued to make an enormous
contribution to the game in
several capacities, as a coach,
selector, administrator and
volunteer.

She coached Cork to All-Ire-
land titles in 2005 and 2006 be-
fore returning as a selector
with the 2024 All-Treland win-
ning team, and her work with
the younger generation of
Cork players shone through
as she drove them on with the
same passion she showed as a
player.

She has held various roles
in administration, including
roles as president of the Camo-
gie Colleges Association,
chairperson of the National
Coeaching Committee, and
chairperson of Fr O'Neill's Ca-
mogie Club, helping to shape
the next generation of players
and coaches.

A huge role model in her be-
loved Fr O'Neill's, Fiona has
continued to inspire countless
young girls to dream big, be-
lieve in themselves, and wear
both their club and county col-
ours with pride.

This honour is richly de-
served for one of Cork's finest
ever camogie players.

Fiona was joined at the
event by family and friends, as
she was honoured alongside
former Clare hurler Johnnie
Callinan, who was the recipi-
ent of the GPA Lifetime
Achievements Hurling award.

ADULT SUMMER CUFP

The adult summer cup com-
petitions proved to be very
competitive and ensured
players had games in June
and July. )

In the senior semi-finals,
Sarsfields came through to
meet Inniscarra, with Eire Og
taking on Aghabullogue.

In the intermediate grade,
Kilbrittain and Timoleague
will meet on Wednesday next
at 7.30pmin CastleRoad.

Midleton played earlier this
week and are in the final.

In the Junior grade, Nemo
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final double header at FBD Semple Stadium.

Cork bid to reach
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TRIP TO TIPP: Tipperary’s Eimear McGrath and Cork's Sorcha McCartan at the launch of the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Camogie Championship semi

Picture: James Crombie/Inph

sixth final in row

Cork head to FBD Semple Stadium
tomorrow for the semi-final of the
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland senior
camogie championship.

They will face Tipperary at 6pm, in the
second semi-final, with Galway and
Kilkenny on before them at 4pm.

Manager Ger Manley has named an
unchanged side from their clash with
Waterford as they bid to reach their sixth
final in a row.

But their minds will only be on tomor-
row’s game as they know they are in for a
tough evening.

Ahead of the game, Manley confirmed
that Ava McAuliffe, Aoife O'Neill, Clare
Kingston, and Keeva McCarthy are all out
injured.

The most serious is McCarthy, wheo did
her cruciate in a challenge game and is
out for at least 10 months, more likely a

year.

But on the plus side Orlaith Mullins is
back in the squad having returned from
studying abroad and Rachel Murphy has
also been added to the panel.

Cork are taking on Tipp for the fourth
time this season and the record stands at
one win each and a draw in the league.

But it will be the third time they have
played them at Thurles, a distinct advan-
tage for Tipp as they play at their home

atch.
: No doubt Tipp will be hoping that their
supporters will turn out in numbers as
they aim to make home advantage count
to their benefit.

Cork will also be hoping their sup-
porters make the trip to Thurles in
numbers as they will need all the support
they can get, for what will be their toug-
hest challenge of the season so far.

In their league tie Tipp finished
strongly as Cork were hanging on for the
draw, having played superbly in the first
half.

Their next clash was in the Munster
championship and it was a game that the
Rebels will want to forget as they lost out
by 1-18 to 2-9, as Tipp went on to be
crowned champions.

That game, in many ways, was a turn-
ing point for Cork as they put the _h!ggilﬁ

CAMOGIE

Their first game was against Galway,
where the Tribeswomen had home advan-
tage and were firm favourites to win.

But the Rebels were outstanding that
day to get off to a winning start, ahead of
their third clash of the season with Tipp,
again at FBD Semple Stadium. This time,
after another battle, Cork headed home
with the points after a 0-21 to 0-18 win,

The Rebels will need to be at their hest
defensively as they try to stop the likes of
Eimear McGrath, Grace O’Brien and
Clodagh MeIntyre.

But Cork’s new look half back line of
Ava Fitzgerald, Meabh Murphy and Isobel
Sheehan has grown in stature with every
game and they will need to put in another
top-class showing tomorrow.

Laura Hayes and Ashling Thompson
are a midfield pairing that is more than a

=
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match for any in the country and up front
Cork have plenty of quality players to
trouble any defence.

The full forward line of Sorcha McCar-
tan, Orlaith Cahalane, and Amy O'Connor
are a handful and add in others like
Saocirse McCarthy, who has a habit of
picking up plaver of the game awards in
ties like this.

“We know this is going to be a massive
challenge as Tipp are a great side,” said
Manley, “we have had a few battles with
them already this season and it's going to
be another one tomorrow.,

“They have guality players all over the
pitch, but so have we and we will need
every one of them to put in a performance
if we are to come out on top.

*But our players are up for the chal-

lenge and will give it everything and hope-
fully that will be enough to reach another
final and we will only think about that
then once we are there.”
CORK: & Lea (Na Plarsaigh); | O'Regan (Ballygarvan), L
Coppinger (51 Colums), M Cahalana (St Finbarr'a): A
Fitzgerald (Sarsfields), M Murphy (Ballinora), | Shechan
(Eire Og); L Hayes (St Catherine's), A Thompson (Mi-
ford); M Condon (Ballinascarihy), 5 McCarthy (Courcoy
Rovers), E Murphy (Glen Rovers); S McCartan (St Fin-
barr's), O Cahalana {5t Finbar's), & ©'Connor (St Vin-
cenlt’s),

Corl’s Isobel Sheehan in action against Tipperary's Lorna Ryan earlier this season. Sheehan is
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Méabh Cahalane feels Cork
are stronger for early-season
struggles ahead of Tipperary
showdown in semi-final

BY GER McCARTHY

CORK captain Méabh Ca-
halaneis relishing the opportu-
nity to reach a sixth successive
All-Ireland camogie champion-
ship final provided Tipperary
are overcome on Saturday.

Ahead of the semi-final
showdown in Thurles, it’s fair
to say that this Cork camogie
senior panel has endured a year
of transition.

One win from five Division 1
league fixtures saw Ger Man-
ley's side avoid relegation by
finishing one point ahead of
Antrim.

A 1-18 to 2-9 loss to Tipper-
ary ended the Rebels' Munster
aspirations at the quarter-final
stage. Tipp would go on to lift
the provineial trophy.

But Cork were forced to field
experimental line-ups through-
out both of those competitions.
This was due toa lengthy injury
list as well as many of Cork's
most experienced players
choosing to either retire or
take extra time off follow-
ing last year’s All-Ireland
final defeat to Galway.

Ahead of facing Tipper-
ary for the fourth time
this year, Cork sen-
ior captain Méabh
Cahalane believes
the Rebels are all
the better for over-
coming those ear-
ly-season strug-
gles.

‘We proba-
bly had a dif-
ficult league
campaign al-
right and then there

ik d

was a bit of a hangover into
Munster,’ Cahalane told The
Southern Star.,

‘We had a couple of weeks to
get together and to really work
on what we thought we didn't
do well throughout that league
campaign.

‘Thankfully, we came
through the championship and
went the direct route to the
semi-finals. Everyone is ready
to get going and ready to face
Tipperary.

Cahalane's observation is a
fair one considering the man-
ner in which a revitalised Cork
went on to defeat Galway, Wa-
terford and Tipp in the group
stages of the Glen Dimplex
All-Ireland Championship.

The return of established
stalwarts, most notably Ash-

ling Thompson, helped Ger
Manley’s side book a semi-final
berth.

There has also been a huge
upside to fielding so many
newcomers since the start of
- the year. Ava Fitzgerald,

Meabh Murphy, Aislinn
Egan and Isobel Shee-
. = han have thrived in the
— Cork senior jersey this
term.

‘In fairness to
the younger play-
ers, the learn-

ings that

Cork camogie ace
Méabh Cahalane.
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semi-final double header in FBD Semple Stadium.

‘Theyounger players
havebrought the
energy and they'rethe
standard-bearersatall
our training sessions
now’

they've taken out of the league
¢ampaign have been huge,' Ca-
halane added.

‘The same is true of our-
selves, the more experienced
players, who've been here for
the last few years.

‘That (squad) dynamic, ob-
viously that’s grown over the
years and we've gotten to know

each other both on and off the
field that bit more.

‘I think the Cork U23 cam-
paign with the girls, it really
brought them closer together.
Since coming in, they are a real-
ly close, tight-knit group.

“The Cork senior panel has
soldiered together for many
years and we are also very close.
I definitely think there is that
bit of camaraderie both on and
off the field now. We've had a
good couple of weeks together
and the build-up for the All-Ire-
land semi-final has been very
good.

‘The younger players have
brought the energy to it and
they're the standard-bearers
atall our training sessions now.

In fairness to them, they've re-
ally taken the learnings out of
the league and Munster cam-
paigns’

Semple Stadium will host
both All-Ireland senior semi-fi-
nals on Saturday. Reigning
champions Galway face Kilken-
ny in the curtain-raiser at 4pm.
Then, it is part four of Cork
and Tipperary’'s 2026 rivalry
at 6pm.

Thankfully, playing at one
of the GAA’s most iconic ven-
ues is nothing new to the Cork
seniors. ‘It is a great stadium,’
Cahalane said.

‘We've created some great
memories there but at the same
time, it is a home advantage
for Tipp. So, a good bit of buzz

Tipperary's Eimear McGrath and Cork’s SorchaMcCartan ahead of the 2026 Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Camogle Champlonship

(Photo: James Crombie/INPHO)

will come from playing there
for them.

‘We are just really relishing

the opportunity. It probably is
that bit of an extra challenge
that we are playing them in
their home ground in Thurles
again. !
‘Tipperary are a great side
and they’ve really come on this
year. So we know what's ahead
of us.

*We need to focus on our-
selves, focus on what we can
bring to the game and anything
but a full team performance
won't do. We know that.

*We're just really looking for-
ward to it and, hopefully, when
we go up there, everyone will be
buzzing and ready to go.’

Rebels can reach sixth All-Ireland final in arow

Cork finding
best form at

right time of
the season

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

CORK are bidding to reach
their sixth All-Ireland senior
camogie finalin arow, and their
Lth in 13 years.

This championship has been
dominated by the Rebels, Gal-
way and Kilkenny, and both
All-Ireland finalists have been
two of these three counties in
all but one of the last 11 years.

Even then, that was in 2023

when all three dominant
figures were on the same
side of the draw.

Ger Manley's team face
Tipperary in Saturday's
All-Ireland semi-final in
Semple Stadium, Thurles
(6pm), with Tipp hoping
to reach their first decid-
er since 2006,

Many will tip Cork
to progress to the final
again, despite Tipp beat-
ing Manley's team in the
Munster championship
earlier in the year (1-18
to 2-9).

The context for that game is
key. Cork were missing seven
starters from their All-Ireland
final defeat to Galway in 2025

and the new players were tak-

ing time to adjust,

Ashling Thompson and Amy
O'Connor were injured at that
stage. Aoife Healy and Hannah
Looney have gone down to Aus-
tralia to play AFLW. Pamela

and Katrina
Mackey are
not involved
this year while
Laura Tracey
retired.
Even among
the substitutes
used in the
2025 All-Ireland final, Clodagh
Finn, Kate Wall, Orlaith Mul-
lins or Cliona Healy have taken
partin any action this year.
Both sides have had contrast-

ing fortunes in the All-Ireland
series since the provincials.
Cork won all three of their
Group 1 matches against Gal-
way; Tipp and Waterford by an
average margin of five points.
But Tipp’s comfortable 3-10
to 3-13 victory over Clare in the
All-Ireland quarter-final was
their only win in their last four
games.
Despite their recent upward
curve, Cork's concern has
been their lack of goals, In the
All-Ireland series, only goal-
keeper Amy Lee has managed
to find the net from her own
puck-out against Waterford.
Amy O'Connor (0-19) and
Saoirse McCarthy (0-13) have
found their range but they will
need more three-pointers to

win this weelkend.

While not hitting full tilt yet,
Orlaith Cahalane, Emma Mur-
phy and Sorcha McCartan are
those that can up their gamein
the semi-final.

For Tipp, Eimear McGrath
(1-26), Eimear Heffernan (0-11),
teenager Caoimhe Stakelum (1-
7) and Grace O'Brien are play-

ers the Rebels need to watch.

The Premier did fall shortin
the previous meeting between
the sides in Group 1 (0-21 to
0-18) but were still within a
score of the Rebels.

If Cork can continue their re-
surgence, they can win a fourth
game in a row and suddenly
there will be belief will grow
that they can win a 31st O'Duffy
Cup.



“Knockout
Dbringsthe
best out of
this team’

Cork bidding
to qualify

for sixth All-
[reland senior
final in a row

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

GER Manley has been around
the Cork set-up long enough to
.cnow how much his playerslove
cnock-out camogie.

This Saturday, the Rebels
are bidding to qualify for their
sixth Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
senior camogie championship
fnal in a row. That's ren?arka-
hle consistency at the highest
level, but it doesn't surprise the
Cork boss. i

“We're into knockout terri-
tory now, o the intensity goes

: ley notes.
up‘ll‘ﬂl;q:;:re};:rying harder, work-
ing harder and preparing better
-hemselves. It just comes out
»f them, that competitive edﬁe
~hen we get 10 this stage. The
camogie girls especially seem
ro have that edge and tra:;:—
ing has had that edge for the
jast few weeks since the group
stage.

owered through

The Rebclgsr% N stzége wh?;;e
e guaranteed progres-

:?;g Ts rrh%: knockout stégel.:
whatever the res'}{;tes}}ﬁ;t (_*?:]-

eant busmfg}' Tiprl;em {g

2 d Waterford (1-
“ é?lg)lti};;vance directly into
Eﬂe All-Ireland semi-finals. An

i - as they battle
e Tipp again 2
= he last-four showdown at
1 ¢ 2R milarles O6

an unusual

‘I think knockout does bring
the best out of us. There were a
lot of doubters out there early
in the year and, look, we doubt-
ed ourselves at times too. But
we always felt that once the
summer came we'd have alot of
players back,’ Manley explains.

The struggles in the league
and Munster championship
need context — Cork were miss-
ing a host of key players. But
the return of stalwarts like Ash-
ling Thompson and Medbh Ca-
halane have boosted the squad
at the right time of the season.

*Ashling had a very bad inju-
ry (elbow), so we didn't think
we'd get her back for the group
stages, We were hoping we'd
have her for a quarter-final
or semi-final, but she’s back
ahead of time. Hopefully she'll
be sharper again the next day.
She's five weeks back training
now, so she'll benefit from that;
Manley says. ‘

‘Méabh Cahalane is the
same. She had a very long year
last year, had a couple of niggly
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one this year. But she's going
well in training now as well.
It's great for competition for
places.

Manley can see it in training
too —there’s an extra bounce as
the season races to the business
end. This is familiar ground
for Cork who have won their
last five All-Ireland semi-finals,
beating Kilkenny (2021 and
2022), Waterford (2023 and
2025) and Galway (2024). It's
impressive consistency.

‘Look, nobody is entitled
to win matches. Their belief
is what drives it on. It's very
much player-driven. I've been
involved a few years now and
[ probably didn't realise just
how much the players drive it
themselves,’ Manley says,

‘They're a fantastic bunch
to work with and they're al-
ways looking toimprove, even if
it's only small bits all the time,
We probably overthink things
at times. You'd love to go out
and blow teams away, but most

games take their own path.
P ahio thing with e ic enn-

Cork camogie manager Ger Manley. (Photao: Ben Brady/INPHO)

Cork's Emma Murphy battles with Karin Blair of Tipperaryin
thelr Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship

Group 1tiein Thurles.

trolling what we can control.
The players putinan ineredible
amount of work. By the time
you get to this stage of the year
it's about winning, but they've
put a huge amount into it.

‘At the end of the day, it's
about work rate. There's prob-
ably very little between our-
selves and Tipp, so it'll come
down to work rate; a bit of luck
and hopefully we'll be in the

. right place.

Given their consistency and
big-game experience, Cork will
back themselves to make it six
All-Ireland senior finals in a
row. But Tipp will have other
ideas. These two know each
other well, having already
played three times this season
— in the league, Munster, and
All-Ireland group stage.

In the league, it was honours
even at Pdirc Ui Rinn, 2-8 to
1-11. Tipperary beat the Rebels
in a Munster quarter-final, 1-18
to 2-9 at Semple Stadium. But
when they met in Group 1 of

LAST TEAM STANDING

(Photo: Dan Clohessy /INPHO)

the All-Ireland championship
in Thurles last month, Cork
won 0-21 1o 0-18.

‘There’s not much between
us,” Manley says.

‘The league game was a fun-
ny one. We were on top early
and they took over in the sec-
ond half, so we were probably
lucky enough to come away
with the result.

‘They gave usaright rattlein
the last ten minutes of the Mun-
ster game and were well on top,
We probably weren't playing
that well at the time because we
were trying to get more game
time into a few players.

‘But I thought we played
quite well against them in the
championship game when
there were only three points
in it. They probably have a bit
of an advantage with it being
in Thurles, but Cork teams
like playing there, whether it's
camogie, hurling or football.
It’s a fabulous pitch and we're
looking forward to it.'

The Cork camogle team s the last senlor inter-county Rebels®

team left standing this season.

With the men's footballers and hurlers falling at the All-Ireland
quarter-final and semi-final respectively, and Joe Carroll's ladies
footballers losing an All-Irelandlast-eight tie, the Cork camogle
team carrles thehopes of the county,

‘We had a great crowd in Galway and a huge crowd down In Pairc
Ui Rinn for the Waterford game. We've been well supported over
thelast couple of years and we're hoping for another big support,’

Cork boss Ger Manley says.

"Thurles isn't too far up the road, people are wellused to travelling
there, so hopefudly the clubs will get behind us.

McCartan:
Shackles
off this
weekend

REWIND to
the sum-
mer of
2025when
all the talk
in the world
of camogie Cork

was about Sorcha
Cork’s bid McCartan.
for three

All-Irefand titles in a row.

The Rebels' quest was the
story of the summer. But,
unfortunately, they fell at
the final hurdle to Galway.
That defeat coupled with
the huge overhaul in' the
squad last winter left Cork
in a different place at the
start of the season.

A disappeinting league
campaign, by Cork’s own
high standards, and a short-
er-than-wanted Munster
championship saw the Re-
bels slip down the pecking
order ahead of the All-Ire-
land series.

Since then, Cork's form
has enjoyed a major upturn.
With the pressure lessened
in this championship, the
players have delivered per-
formances good enough to
send them straight into the
All-Ireland semi-final. And
it's Tipperary next on Sat-
urday.

‘I was actually thinking
there during the weelk about
the last two (All-Treland)
semi-finals, we've come
away with relief. At the fi-
nal whistle, it’s like a weight
off our shoulders, Cork for-
ward Sorcha MeCartan says.

‘Whereas [ feel like this
year, it would just be abso-
lutely unbelievable if we
could put on a performance
and get a win. It wouldn't
be relief, it would be excite-
ment. It's definitely got a
different feel.

‘But that obviously reduc-
es the pressure, and I think
that’s what this team needs.
When you go into games
with a weight on your shoul-
ders, you probably under-
perform..

‘I think just shackles off
this weekend now and go out
and bring a huge intensity.

FBD Semple Stadi-
um, Thurles, will host
a mounth-watering dou-
ble-header on Saturday,
with Galway taking on Kilk-
enny at 4pm before Cork
and Tipperary face off at
6pm. Both matches will be
broadcast live on RTE.

With a place on All-Ire-
land finals day at Croke Park
on Sunday, August 9th, at

championship dreams

stake, there is no margin for
error as the remaining four
contenders bid to keep their



New leaders emerging in Cork
Camogie, says McCartan

Alk-lreland Senipy Camngie&ﬂmﬂmﬂnﬂ-ﬁual

: Y
ork v Tipl]-erary

Saturday: Fgp Semple Stadium, fipm

Referee: Barry fea (Westmeath)
TV:RTE2 '
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Eoghan Cormican

Cork were on th

three-in-a-row.e'rcﬁgg ﬂéﬁg
unbeaten in 17 All-Treland
championship games. They
were reigning league cham-
Plons. They were favoured
to go where no Cork camogie
team had gone in 58 vears.

August 10 of last year was
supposed to be the afternoon
their greatness was en-
shrined. It was the afternoon
they would become a gener-
ational force. It was the
afternoon they would colour
completely red the game’s
outstanding rivalry between
themselves and Galway.

Fast-forward to February
21 of this year. Antrim, of all
counties, had come to
Bishopstown and inflicted a
second successive league de-
feat on the hosts.

MNo three-in-a-row was
ever achieved. They never
ascended to generational
status.

One third of that beaten
All-Ireland final team —
Laura Treacy, the Mackey
twins, Aoife Healy, and Han-
nah Looney — either retired
or signed up to the AFLW
during the off-season; 21 All-
Stars and 28 All-Ireland
medals gone out of the dress-
ing room in one devastating

WOOP.
= Thtla]re was then the elbow
injury to another key pillar,
Ashling Thompson, which
threatened to remove the
midfielder from the red con-
versaation for most of 2026.

From near untouchable to
dethroned and thrown intoa

rebuild.

force

to the quart
ext se :
Jt;.ll‘sll:fl.lnp cam pa1%ﬁ5
disastrously. Cork a
{as well as
Tippemry} wi
jeopa;dy
returning ot
But whi le
represent the_olda
and Galways

riny
ompete yea
c I;E standard

ayourable
E‘t!fucture will gift

of dominance.

Tipperary.

Cork entered the final
round of league action in
danger of being relegated to
the second tier. They enter-
ed and swiftly exited the
Munster championship,
Tipp comprehensively be-
sting them at the gquarter-
final juncture.

Cork camogie wasn't so
much spiralling as it was
temporarily lost.

The lurch from what they
thought would be a four-in-
a-row bid to an almighty dip
in form had utterly dis-
armed them.

Cork forward Sorcha
McCartan starts with the
personnel who stepped away
and charts their turbulent
year from there.
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“Pg laose those players is
massive because that's like
taking five or six of the Lim-
erick hurling starters out
and vou're left with people
that don't have much expo-
sure to these games or much
experience, so it was always
going to be difficult,” begins
the Down native.

“We had a panel there, we
had to work with what we
had, and it's not that any-
one's any less talented than
the girls that have left but
they just aren't as experi-
enced.

“Tt was just about getting
as much exposure to big
games and hard training
sessions. For a lot of girls, it
was about trying to step up

C__ Olh'l.l.w-_ "__‘"ﬂ Thompson Galway's

Fina

BACK ON TRACK: Cork’s Sorcha McCartan at FBD Semple Stadium ahead of the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Camogie Championship semi-final against

as best we can and lead that,
lead the standards at train-
ing,

“Look, there are still
voids. Those players are ir-
replaceable. They're iconic.
But, for us, it's been about
building slowly and trying
to get confidence into every
player on the pitch.”

Confidence and victories
came at crawling pace. Four
of their opening six games in
2026 ended in defeat.

“There obviously was a
paniec within the group.
Maybe it went unspoken but
management, in fairness,
have always told us that
they believed in us. No
matter if we were doubting
ourselves or having harsh
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conversations, they never
ever doubted us or doubted
what we could do. We reaped
the rewards, obviously, with
our All-Ireland round-robin
games,” continued the 25-
vear-old.

“We had to grow and
evolve, A lot of players that
mayhe weren't ready had to
take on leadership roles and
a lot of players that mayhe
didn't see themselves start-
ing are now starters, have
got an opportunity, and
have proven themselves en
Mmasse,

“So, look, it has been a
completely different vear to
any year that I've been in-
volved or any vear that any-
onein this panel has been in-

nd Galway's Shauna Healy at the 2026 Glen Dimplex All-ire-
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volved. But that's the chal-
lenge you want."”

The corner was turned at
Kenny Park, Athenry. The
crowd who ended Cork's
three-in-a-row bid and
maybe fast-tracked an off-
season departure or two
were bullied and beaten in
their own backyard.

Cork were back. Or
rather, new-look Cork had
arrived. That much was ab-
solutely certain.

“We trained for six weeks
unbelievably hard before-
hand, we got really fit, and [
think the question was
asked: Was Cork camogie
finished? Was that it? Was
that it over? Were we going
to end our year without try-
ing?

“And I think we just went
into that Galway game fear-
less and kind of backed our-
selves. Threw the shackles
off. It just took one perform-
ance to build a bit of momen-
tum.”

MeCartan's memories of
that June 6 season-starter
and season-turner focus
more on the journey than
what they produced at the
destination.

“0On the bus up, I could feel

there was a difference in
energy. Getting back on
after the stop in Ennis, I
knew there was a shift. In
the changing room, it was
more serious than usual. No
joking, everyone was locked
in.”
Waterford and Tipp were
subsequently downed. Cork
finished atop Tier 1. Ava
Fitzgerald, Isobel Sheehan,
and Millie Condon are grow-
ing in those earlier men-
tioned voids. They're 60 min-
utes from a sixth successive
All-Ireland final appear-
ance.

Should we ever have
doubted them?

. |
-l



CHAMPIONS Galway are back in
the Glen Dimplex All-Treland
senior camogie final, a Carrie
Dolan penalty goal in the opening
minute of the second half ensuring
a comfortable progression against
a hard-working but less
experienced Kilkenny unit.

As expected, given her excellent
marking jobs all season and most
recently on Waterford's Beth Car-
ton, Ava Brett had the task of pick-
ing up another player of the year,
Avife Donohue.

With Niamh Mallon unavailable
after suffering a recurrence of a
persistent shoulder injury, the
Cats would have been really
hopeful of their chances if they
could neutralise the diminutive
Mullagh dynamo.

This they managed, but Caoimhe
Kelly, Niamh Niland and Niamh
McPeake were constant threats,
and did more than enough to pick
up any slack.

It was two points apiece after 10
minutes but thoupgh Kilkenny
were playing with the wind, they
were unable to circumvent player
of the match Ciara Hickey. And as
Kelly, Ailish O'Reilly and McPeake
racked up points before the end of
the first quarter, there were some
worryving signs for Jimmy Meagh-
er's crew.

The response was encouraging,
as Kilkenny's full-back line began
to impose themselves, with Tii-
fanie Fitzgerald prominent, and
Brett doing her job on Donohue,

Laura Murphy and Laura Greene
worked their way into the fray too
around the middle, meaning
Galway were not making such
easy inroads with their runners.

Theyv needed Aoife Prender-
gast’s radar to be in from placed

@ Galway [
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balls to move the scoreboard, how-
ever, and the Dicksboro sharp-
shooter was pretty spot on, adding
to her opening brace with two
from just inside the Galway half.

When Sarah Barcoe provided
Kilkenny's first score from play in
the 21st minute, the sides were
level on 0-5 each.

It was Galway that finished bet-
ter though, Kelly slotting her sec-
ond point and Dolan her side’s first
from a free to make it 0-7 to (-5 at
the change of ends.

Disaster struck for the Noresid-
ers with the concession of that
penalty within a minute of the
restart, when Greene shouldered
Dolan off the ball, after the mid-
fielder had just failed to gather a
lovely Kelly stick-pass when
through on goal.

Kilkenny had the ball cleared
though, so it was needless and
Dolan punished them with a low
drive beyond Aoife Norris.

Prendergast responded with
another free from distance and
though Donohue left the fray with
a knee injury, her replacement
Shannon Corcoran provided the
assist for a beautiful Kelly point
immediately after.

Galway were going through the
gears now, having shaken off the
rust of a four-week break and their
greater physicality and know-how
was on full display.

A L R

Champions Galway are
back in final showdown

Caoimhe Keher-Murtagh did
make one careering run through
the middle and though Sarah
Healy blocked her kick, a free was
awarded that Prendergast sent
fizzing over the crossbar.

But they just could not make any
real impact on the meanest
defence in the game.

Rdisin Black, Hickey and Dervla
Higgins were outstanding, the lat-

ter even going forward to score a
fantastic point.

She went off after suffering a
knee injury thou%h and if there
was one concern for Cathal Mur-
ray, it was those injuries, as Sabina
Rabbitte also left in a lot of pain.

Galway had to play the last 10
minutesor so with just 14 payers
and a heavily limping Dolan at
full-forward.

FOUR POINTS: Emma Murphy (r) and Karen Keﬁnedy

FIRST-HALF goals from Amy - pork the second half to enthuse
(’Connor and Milie Condon L m their supporters but the Cork
ensured that Cork prﬂgressed srmarmnanEn BassnmasunnnuEn [T dEfE'm was l:esnl'l.lte, Meéabh
to a sixth straight Glen w Tipperary Murphy reading the play well
Dimplex All-Ireland final. - .as\(_is'm.re«z%’:‘l]'.3 S
With a record crowd for z ru race (’Brien did m :
a semi-final double header By Darﬂﬂh 0Conchiir  some menacing runs and
of 10,311 at FBD Semple = = ~ was only denied a goal by a
Stadium, Tipp got off to the 0’Connor rifled home the sensational diving save from
type of start they would first of the Rebels’ two first- Agny(%ee, after the Nenagh/
have hoped for, winning the half goals in the seventh Eire Og attacker unleashed a
throw-in and then drawing minute, with McCartan the powerful shot.
a free, converted by Eimear provider. The Premier were buoyed
McGrath. McGrath kept Tipp in somewhat by that and
Three minutes later, Clodagh  touch from frees and Casey points by McGrath from the
McIntyre got on the end of Hennessy floated over a super  resulting 45, 0'Brien and
a flowing move and drove score but Murphy, McCartan,  a first from teenage star
the sliotar between the posts Laura Hayes, Saoirse Caoimhe Stakelum, made it a
without breaking stride. McCarthy, O’Connor and two-goal affair entering the
The riposte from Ger Orlaith Cahalane all pointed final quarter. ?
Manley's Cork side was from play. Cahalane stretched it to
notable however, Emma Condon got in on the act with  seven but points by Eimear
Mur‘phy slotting the first of a rocket of a goal in the 21st Hefferpan and l{ann Blair
her four points from play in minute, and Cork were ahead  kept it in the melting pot,
the opening period and the by 2-11 to 0-8 at the interval. It was all about the goal.
hugely influential Sorcha You felt that the home team Would it come? It did not, nor
MeCartan following up. would need a goal early in did they carve out another

GALWAY: S Healy, R Hanniffy, R Black. K Manning, D Hig:
gins. C Hickey, K A Porter, A Hesnan. C Datan. N McPeake,
A Donchue, A OReilly, A Keane. N Niland. C Kelly. Subs:

§ Carcoran for Donohue (411 A Kelly for Keane (541, 5
Rabbitte for Kelly 54}, M Dillon for Ndand 54}, L Kelly for
Higgins (57). Seorers: C Dotan 14 {0-3fs,C Kelly 0-3 N
MNitand, N McPeake 0-2: D Hingins, A OReilly, AKelly 0.
KILKENNY: A Norris, M Teshan, T Fitzgerald, N Deely, A
Carroll, A Brett, G Dowling, L Greene. L Murphy, A McHartly,
A Prendergast. EShorall S Ritzgerld, CKeher-Murtag

S Barcoe; Subs: K Notan for S Fitzgeraldd (37}, € Dahery
for Shortall (403 R Phetan far teHardy (483 R Dowding for
Carroll (50} Scorers: A Prendergast 0-8fs:S Barcos. R
Pheton, C Doheny 0- each

REFEREE: Andy Larkin Corkl

chance, despite doing so well
defensively and in the middle
third.

A numerical advantage in
this sector, meant that they
were at a disadvantage up
top, however, and they were
always going to be up against
it.

It was a fantastic effort by
James Heffernan's charges,
but a couple of late points
from Orlaith Mullins sealed

the deal.

CORK: A Lee, | TRegan, |L Cappinger, MEahalans

A Fitzgeratd, i Murphy, | Sheshan A Thompsan, L Hayes.
£ Muieqiiy, S McCarthy, M Condon, & 0 Gonnar. 5 MeCar
{art 0 Catrsine. Subis: D Mulbins for Marpty (52 H Ryan
for Thomgteon (561 Seorers: A JCennor |20 2k E
Murphiy Ohs; S Melartan 0% M Congon 0 0 Cahatine, a
Multins 07 eche L Hayes, S McCarthy 04 eich
TIPPERARY: L Leenane A Cuinlisk, M Bviston, ELewghe
man, CMcGarty, K Kennedy, G Gnan, K Blei CHon-
m.EHe:fmeHmmtmtﬂmE
McGrath G OBrien Subs: | Purnell for Hemnessy (46 K
Raslph for Mcintyre 51, € Quiske for Loughrman =1L

H Trency far McSrith fB0) Scorers: EMcBath 0-988.2
45 G OBrien 013, E He feaman, O Stmkelum (17 02 each
CH:mas':;.EHeﬂmmGwmmh
REFEREE: B Haa [Westreathl

Goal double propels Cork to sixth final ina row



Muirgheal MacSwiney Cup w‘mn

Bishopstown at Ballinlough.

Bishopstown regain
Muirgheal MacSwiney
Cup at Ballinlough

Bishopstown 2-12
St Finbarr’s 3.5

Bishopstown regained the
Cork City Council Muirgheal
MacSwiney Cup as they de-
feated holders 5t Finbarr’s in
the decider at Ballinlough.

In a game which produced
an evenly contested opening
half, 8t Finbarr’s had an early
goal disallowed. The second
half was one-sided as Bishop-
stown restricted St Finbarr's
to 1-1 from placed balls.

Playing with the aid of a
slight breeze in the opening
half, St Finbartr’s Aoife Byrne-
O'Riordan got the game’s
opening point. Bishopstown's
Eirne Ni Dheasmhunaigh
egualised.

In the fourth minute,
Byrne-O'Riordan turned over
possession to score the game’s
opening goal from a consider-
able distance, but it was ruled
out by the referee for a square
hall infringement.

St Finbarr's continued to
have Bishopstown on the de-
fensive as persistent fouling
was proving to be Bishop-
stown’s undoing. Byrne-
O'Riordan put the Togher side
back in the lead with the
game’s first pointed free.

The tide turned in Bishop-
stown's favour as Eirne Ni
Dheasmhunaigh put her side
in the driving seat, with two
unanswered points. Byrne-
O'Riordan levelled matters at
three points apiece, with her
second point from play at the

water break.

Bishopstown began to have
St Finbarr's pinned back as
Niamh #’:‘:te*\re:"ﬁs1 pd]}%v[i!rilsghsggi

i e
i pint from play.
“ﬂfg oHa 25th minute, E-’ﬁ!lﬂlt"
stown stretched the ;nargli'{:[nﬂ_
four points when FIon& ' 0"
sella set up Niamh O Doﬁlingg
hue for the game S Opﬁmﬂy
goal. Julie Ecam'a gﬂd
i noghue each
O'DonoEbis STy increase
Bishopstown’s lead to

o st Finbarr's bmugly'nhiii Eghce!.m_
e =
gelves with in to% S
O'Riordan set Up Farrah
Geasley for the Togh e
first goal. Geasley an oe
Ni Dheasrnhune_agh swg‘pp
nints approachmg the Eiare._
g This left the hﬂlf";nme scor

CAMOGIE
m John Leonard

Bishopstown continued to
have St Finbarr's on the back
foot as Scally embarked on a
solo run after turning over
possession, to set up Niamh
O'Donoghue for their side’s
second goal. This gave Bishop-
stown a lead of 2-8to 1-4.

Scally and Maeve Scannell
each tagged on points from
play to increase Bishop-
stown’s lead to 2-10 to 1-4 at the
second half water break.

With the game over as a con-
test, Byrne-O'Riordan slotted
over a long-range point from a
free for St Finbarr's in the
49th minute, Seannell and Lily
O'Flynn each got points for
Bishopstown, before persist-
ent fouling was proving to be
costly in the closing stages.
Byrne-O'Riordan drilled
home St Finbarr's second
goal, direct from a free with
four minutes remaining.
Scorers: Bishopstown: N O'Donoghus
2.0, E Ni Dheasmhunaigh 0-4, E O'Do-
noghue 0-2 (0-1 1), J Scally, M Scannell
0-2 each, N Stevens, L O'Flynn 0-1 each.
St Finbarr's: A Byrme-0'Riordan 1-4 (12
f), F Gaasley 1-1.

BISHOPSTOWN: M O'Nelll; 5 Walsh,
A Mi Dheasmhunaigh, C Broderick;
K Semmers, F Kinsolla, A Walsh,
£ O'Donoghue, E Ni Dheasmhunaigh:
A Bohan, M ©'Donoghus, J B_ca]‘:m:;
™ Ela.mm' M Scannell, C Branagan-
lal
Subs: L O for Branagan-Villalba,
J G!::nin 1nr% {bothh).
RA"S: O Keane; E O'Donovan,
i‘g'l:::ﬂhfe Fitzgerald; K Cahalane,
| Kaeganb(ril cnajﬁ':fﬁnﬂéf hv:r gington-
E 2n, W
,E’!.';?,.'ﬁwnm,m; F Geasley, C Keal-
ing, G O'MNeill e
- Twomey for Kealing, =
tsrlucza!-utGO‘Neﬂl E:mh hty, S McTieman for
M Fitzpatrick (39), K'Les for Geasley

“ree: John Horgan (Gleann na Lao).

- AN L A
Bishopstown winning captain
Aifric Walsh with the Muirgheal
MacSwiney Cup, flanked by
Seandun chairman Mick Buckley
and Des Cahill, representing the
Lord Mavor. at Ballinlouah.
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Cork’s Emma Murphy is challenged by Tipperary’s Eimear Heffernan in the All-Ireland semi-final at Semple Stadium.  Picture: INPHO/Tom Maher

Cork are relishing
final Galway clash

Emma Murphy said Cork are already
relishing another crack at Galway
after the Rebels powered into the
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Senior Ca-
mogie Championship final with a 2-
16 to 0-17 victory over Tipperary in
Thurles.

than leaving them rusty, the pause ap-
peared to sharpen their hunger.,

“We put in a good four weeks and
waited a long four weeks for a match,”
Emma said. “Everyone was really ready
and really hungry to get out there. We've
had a tough year and we prepared our-
selves well, We knew the bank of work
we'd put in, and we were delighted to
come away with the win."”

Murphy also highlighted the impact of
Cork's strength in depth after the Rebels
weathered a second-half fightback from a
Tipperary side backed by a partisan home
crowd.

With a record attendance of more than
10,000 for the semi-final double-header,
Corlk's bench played a key role in helping
the visitors regain control.

“The bench has been massive all year,"”
Emma said.

“Tt really is one to 34. The girls have
pushed each other on in training all sea-
son and yvou saw the impact they made
when they came on."

The Rebels were also buoyed by a size-
able travelling support that turned sec-
tions of Semple Stadium red despite Tipp

CAMOGIE

The Glen Rovers player was one of = “This year, it was never a guarantee,
Cork’s standout performers at FBD Obviously,it's not a guarantee every year,
Semple Stadium, firing over four first-half but this year in particular I think we
points as Ger Manley’s side produced a really had to rebuild.

scintillating opening-half display to si- “We've lost 14 players from last year, so
lence the home support and secure a re- it's that extra bit special this year, getting
turn to Croke Park on Sunday, August 9. there with this group.

Awaiting them are old rivals Galway, “There are 50 many young girls who
who overcame Kilkenny in the day'sother haven't played in an All-Ireland final and
semi-final and will now face Cork in what who haven't been on the panel before. It's
will be a fourth All-Ireland final meeting a good buzz now going into the next two
between the counties in six seasons. weeks.” y
“We love playing Galway and I know Murphy's own contribution was im-
they like playing us too,” Emma said. mense, Having scored just twice pre-

“It’s easy to get up for it. We know what viously in this year’'s championship, the
we're getting in two weeks' time and we industrious midfielder popped up with
just have to match it and even go beyond four scores before the break as Cork tore
it. Hopefully, we can come out the right into Tipp with the aid of a strong breeze.

side of it.” The 2023 All-Star insisted, however, enjoying home advantage.
While another final appearance may that individual tallies mean little in a “Tt was amazing to have the crowd,”
appear routine from the outside, Emma group that has built its campaignon work- Emma said.

stressed that this year's achievement feels
particularly significant, given the transi-
tion Cork have undergone since last sea-

SOIL.

The Rebels have had tovebuild after los-
ing 14 players from last year's panel and
were not widely regarded as certainties to
reach the final.

“] suppose, the last couple of years
we've been privileged enough that we
have got there,” Emma added.

rate and collective effort.

“Some days they just go over,” she
laughed. “I'm happy thatI gota couple of
scores on the board, but it's everyone's
job, We don't just look at who scores.

“It’s about the work-rate, first and fore-
ﬁost. and then the scores come after

At

Cork’s clinical first-half display was all
the more impressive, given their four-
week wait since the group stages. Rather

“vou could hear them when we were
running out and they really were like a
16th player today.”

There may be celebrations this wee-
kend after booking another final appear-
ance, but she knows the focus will quickly
shift towards Galway and the chance to
reclaim the title,

“We'll celebrate tonight and enjoy it,
but tomarrow it'll be all focus on twi
weeks' time.”
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When asked, in the match pro-
gramme, for one word to describe
her team-mates, Méabh Cahalane of-
fered “relentless”. It certainly played
out that way in an All-Ireland semi-
final where Cork translated their first
13 shots for a magnificent first-half
tally of 2-11.

By contrast, Tipperary captain Caoimhe
MeCarthy characterised her team as “re-
silient”. That showed, too, as the Premier
clawed back 10 of the final 15 peints, but
still fell five short.

Cork's class shone through as they
were more easily and consistently able to
score from play, totalling 2-14 to Tipp's 0-9.

It was a full team effort. In the first half,
poalkeeper Amy Lee and each of the full-
back line, 1zzy O'Regan, Libby Coppinger,
and Cahalane, chipped in with an assist
for a point on top of their defensive efforts.

Their midfield, as expected, was the en-
gine room. For a 16th-minute point, both
started on their own 45.

Ashling Thompson, playing through a
hamstring injury, swept up the sliotar and
switched it to the opposite flank. Two
passes later, Laura Haves was coming for-

the New Stand.

The guality of the scoring was top-
noteh, A cluster of five points came from
that pocket out by the left sideline,

Their first pair had come on the run
wide on the right. They probed down the
right for their third score, too, Méabh
Murphy, Thompson, and Isobel Sheehan
came surging out of defence before Or-
laith Cahalane clipped a clever heads-up
pass into the corner for Sorcha MeCartan,

Her reverse ball was well weighted for
Amy O'Connor to take it on the run with a
silky first touch, weaving past her marker
and the Tipp sweeper with a smooth shim-
my before stitching a perfect finish inside
the far post.

The second goal originated with an
O'Regan catch from the opposition puck-
out. MeCartan was again the target for
Saoirse McCarthy’s ball in. She was out in
front to sweep the sliotar back for O'Con-
nor. The four-time All-Star's angled de-
livery was aimed for Orlaith Cahalane,

rk delivered but
more will be needed
t Croker decider

ward to slot between the posts from under
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but she smartly let it run for the onrush-
ing Millie Condon.

The Ballinascarthy workhorse was
more commonly spotted covering on her
own 21, but her spinner had too much for
the keeper. Post-match, MeCarthy hailed
Condon for making “some statement”.

Their defence had to stand up in the sec-
ond half. Their intensity was shown early
doors as four Cork players, Coppinger,
Méabh Murphy, Thompson, and corner-
forward Orlaith Cahalane, who tracked
the move all the way back to her own 21,
forced Grace O'Brien to overcarry the
sliotar. : =

A few minutes later, O'Brien was de- Amy 0'Connor of Cork celebrates after scoring
Pier{il by a vital Lee save to preserve Cork’s - her side’s first goal at FBD Semple Stadium.

EAes : icture; Piaras 0 Midheach/Sportsfile

The two players wefhla]ven'l mem}oned Picture: Piaras P
in all that were two of the strongest con- i ; :
tenders for Coppinger's Player of the lation strike in beating the Tribeswomen.
Match award. Wing-forward Emma Galway have yet to allow a goal in four
Murphy was unmarkable in the first half championship games.
with four points from play. When their captain Aoife Donohue was

Ava Fitzgerald, meanwhile, must've asked for one word to sum up her team,
been steeled by tagging Murphy in train- she settled on “hardworking”. They kept
ing. Assigned the task of pursuing Tipp’s the starting Kilkenny side to just one
breakout star Cacimhe Stakelum, Fitzger- point and four shots from play. To close
ald never gave her room to breathe and out the game, Sarah Healy deliberately
got a series of flicks on the ball for cover- pumped a couple of stoppage-time puck~
ing defenders to mop up. outs over the Old Stand sideline to pin the

Both subs were also impactful. Slotting  Cats back inside their own half.
back into the squad, Orlaith Mullins con- Where full-back Coppinger was named
tributed the final pair of clinching points, Player of the Mateh for Cork, Galway
with one teed up by Hayley Ryvan. centre-back Ciara Hickey picked up their
For all the benefits of the camogie award.
championship restructure, this was That said, injuries to two-time Player of
Cork’s first game with real jeopardy since the Year Donohue, free-taking captain
April, Carrie Dolan, Dervla Higgins, and Sabina

Coming off a four-week break, McCar- Rabbitte will be concerns.
tan described them as being like “caged  All told, Cork-Tipp provided the higher
animals”, Their first-half sharpness standard of camogie in front of a record
proved they're in a good spot, even if they 10,311 semi-final crowd at Semple Sta-
had to grit their teeth against the wind. As  dium. That marked a 45% increase on last

the post-match soundtrack blared out, year's double-header at Nowlan Park,
‘I'm still standing’. ipp’s resilience will be called upon{

: Tipp . : LAl
Galwayfs victory ovar Kilkahny again after their 10th semi-final loss since
It was an evening that emphasised the de-

fensive solidity of Cork and Galway, The
Rebels' only goal conceded was a conso-

last reaching the final. Following their
sixth consecutive semi-final suecess,
Cork’s relentless edge will be needed ford
another fortnight.



Higgins
1S On red

Darren Kelly

S e swamnS dboung
Imﬁ fE IS in Kenny Park

g for an autograph and
a chance to meer their hero,
Athenry's ambassador em-
braces those who will be wear-
ing maroon and cheering the
team again in Croke Park on
Sunday.

It's been an incredible year
for Dervla Higgins. A first
All-Treland title in four years
last August was followed by
leading her club to national
silverware at the beginning of
the year. And she's hoping for
more of the same.

“I'd a great year lastyear,” ac-
knowledges Galway's vice-cap-
tain. “It's hard to believe that
it's coming around to this
stage already.

"“We're just knuckling down
before the All-Ireland comes
around. Happy tobe backinit.
We're going to try our best to
hopefully get over the line.”

Cork are the opponents
again and while Galway have
had success against their
Munster rivals, they've also
taken the blows, including
the opening game of this year's
championship.

“Everyday can't be a perfect
day,” said Higgins when asked
about their 0-18 to 1-8 defeat
in June. “You're always trying
to build and improve on bits.

“and as a championship
builds, your performances
get better and better. And the
main thingistobebuildingto
peak at theright time. ;

“It's a new game. It's obvi-
ously an All-Ireland final. Cir-
cumstances are going to be
that little bit different. You're
just trying to look forward.
vourll obviously look back on
the game and learn fromit :md
take what you can from it.

Galway's durable defender
pervla Higgins:

g

All-Ireland Senior Camodgie Final at Croke Park.

éalway's Aoife Donchue comes'L;{d'r pressure from u t}uﬁﬁing:r of Cork during Iasye'ar's

&

Galway's in-form corner forward Caocimhe Kelly.
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Champs Galway can
reign supreme again

_@® Murray’s charges are equipped to withstand likely fierce challenge from Cork

Darren Kelly

THE inter-county season ends
this Sunday when Galway and
Cork collide in a third consecu-
tive All-Ireland senior camogie
final (Croke Park, 415pm).

Considered by many as the
best of the title deciders across
all four codes in 2025, these two
heavyweights are likely to pro-
vide another fitting instalment
following one win each in their
last two showdowns.

Cork were winners in 2024 (1-
16 to 0-16) when Galway felltoa
questionable Katriona Mackey
goal. Mairead Dillon found the
net for the Tribeswomen 12
months ago before everyone in
Croke Park held their breath as
Carrie Dolan put over the win-
ning free (1-14 to 1-13).

This may be deemed the rub-
ber match but there's more to
Cork versus Galway this decade
then thosetwo finals. Botharein
their sixth decider in the 2020s
and Galway beat Cork in 2021
thanks to Siobhdn McGrath's
winning goal.

Add three league finals (Gal-
way won in 2022 and 2023, Cork
in 2025) and it's simply a case
of the irresistible force meeting
the immovable object. With both
having claimed two All-Irelands
over the last five years, the stage
is set for the ultimate title bout.

Defending champions Galway
will be without Sabina Rabbitte

{broken thumb)wholeft the field
injured in the semi-final victory
over Kilkenny. Niamh Mallon
and Jennifer Hughes remain ma-
jor doubts but there's hope that
Apife Donohue, Dervla Higgins
and Niamh McPeake will be ok
totake part.

Donohue and Higgins are
vice-captains while McPeake,
after returning from an ACL in-
jury, was player of the month for
June.Theirleadershipisvitales-
pecially if Mallon doesn't play.

Galway's starting personnel
will likely see six changes from
the 2025 final, Katie Manning
and Katie Anna Porter have slot-
ted into defence; Ally Hesnan
now owns a midfield jersey;
while Aine Keane, McPeake and
Niamh Niland are regulars up
front.

Former captain Shauna Healy
is back in the squad while Dil-
lon and Mallon are options for
manager Cathal Murray. Olwen
Rabbitte is injured with Siobhan
Gardiner and Annmarie Starrnot
involved this year.

Sarah Healy provides expe-
rience in goal. Manning, Roisin
Black and Rachael Hanniffy form
the full back line behind Porter,
Ciara Hickey and Higgins. The
defence have not conceded a goal
in four championship matches.
Hesnan has Dolan for company
in the middle.

McPeake is Galway's second
highest scorer behind Dolan (1-
15) and leads the attack from

centre forward alongside Cao-
imhe Kelly (1-8), Ailish O'Reilly,
Donohue (1-3 each), Niland (0-
4) and Keane (0-3). O'Reilly and
Donohue areboth chasing afifth
All-Treland medal.

Shannon Corcoran, Dillon,
Kayla Madden, Aoibheann Barry
and Alannah Kelly are other
strong options open to the girls
in maroon.

Cork have also gone through
multiple changes as well, with
retired trio Laura Treacyand the
Mackey sisters (Pamela and Ka-
triona) all stepping away. Aoife
Healy and Hannah Looney are
now plying their trade in Aus-
tralia’'s AFLW.

Ger Manley's crew experi-
enced adifficult league, losing at

The Rebelettes

laid down a marker
against Galway

in June with an
impressive 0-18 to 1-8
win in Kenny Park

home to Antrim. They alsoexited
the Munster championship at
the quarter-final stage but have
returned to their best since.

The Rebelettes laid down a
marker against Galway in June
with an impressive 0-18 to 1-8
win in Kenny Park. Saoirse Mc-
Carthy delivered four excep-
tional frees on a windy day while
Amy O'Connor returned with
four points from play.

They also took down Tipperary
(0-21 to 0-18) and Waterford (1-
13 to 0-10) before beating the for-
mer 2-16to 0-17in the semi-final
thanks to goals from O'Connor
and Millie Condon.

O’'Connor (1-22) and McCar-
thy (0-14) lead an attack that in-
cludes Sorcha McCartan (0-11),
Fmma Murphy(0-6), Orlaith Ca-
halane(0-4) and Condon. Thelat-
ter two plus Ava Fitzgerald and
Meadhbh Murphy were part of
Cork’s all-conguering under-23
winners this year.

Those two players plus Iso-
bel Sheehan form a new half
back line with Izzy O'Regan,

Libby Coppinger and Maebh Ca-
halane behind them. Amy Lee is
the assured presence between
the sticks.

And while there are concerns
over Ashling Thompson (ham-
string), the 2015 winning cap-
tain is expected to play midfield
with Laura Hayes. Hayley Ryan,
Aisling Egan and Rachel Murphy
are other go-to players.

Galway recovered from thefr

first day defeat to Cork with ar
impressive victory away to Wa
terford (1-14 to 0-14) before beat
ing Tipperary (3-17 to 0-15) t«
book a direct semi-final spot
Dolan's early second half pen
alty helped run out 1-14 to 0-1
winners over Kilkenny.

This is a 50-50 contest! Botl
teams have dangerous insid
lines that will thrive on posses
sion. Hickey, providing McCar
thy’s not allowed to roam fres
and Thompson will likely pla
holding roles to limit the suppl

If Galway’s midfield allianc
holds their own, they have th
experience to create opportu
nities. Hanniffy and Black wil
likely be deployed to curtal
O'Connor and MeCartan whil
Higgins will keepan eye on Mu
phy: If successful, Galway can
ploit the inexperience of Cork
half backs.

After the ladies football suc
cess last week, Galway are g
ing for a first ever double, some
thing Cork has done six time:
Forcamogie, it's a chance towi
back-to-back O'Duffy Cups fc
the first time ever after comin
up shortin 1997 and 2020.

These players won't be thinl
ing about that. They'll just be f
cused on trying to beat Cortk,
sentiment shared by their opps
nents, Nothing that's happéne
before matters. And while they
have to earn it, this Galway grov
are well equipped to cemel
their place in history.



Glen Dimplex All-lreland Senior Camogie final
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Cork v Galway

Sunday: Croke Park, 4.15pm
Referee: Gavin Donegan
TV: RTE2
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PRIL 12 was the afternoon

Ailish O'Reilly’s 2026 sporting

calendar switched and flipped,

Not a seamless flip, mind. The
fuel protests made sure of that.

When you've served for as long as
O'Reilly and shown up as often as she
has, no manager is going to demand yvou
present yourself for the muck, rain, and
cold of December and January pre-sea-
son slog.

Her green and white flag contribu-
tion across four of Galway's five All-Ire-

and wins means O'Reilly is at the stage
in her maroon existence where she gets
to write her own pre-season and spring.

The melting of 2025 into 2026 was no
different. She did as she so often does
during the winter months. The camogie
field was traded for the basketball hall.

Where onee it was the high altitude of |

the Women's Super League she would
operate, it's been the lower step of the
Basketball Ireland Development
League (BIDL) where Ailish has kept
her eve in since returning to the game
in Movember 2024 for the first time post-
covid

The Claregalway outfit she is a lead-

ing fipure of went all the way to the con-

cluding day, O'Reilly did not want to
abandon this journey to begin her 2026
Galway journey. The National League

throw in and O'Reilly continued throw-

ing baskets elsewhere.

During Galway's team holiday to
New York at the end of February, Ca-
thal Murray was informed that she and
the body still required a couple more
weeks. Buying time, perhaps, while still
contemplating if there would be an
inter-county campaign No. 14

“With the basketball, we happened to
be progressing quite well and ended up
inan All-Ireland final, so [ said, do you
know what, I am just going to concen-
trate on actually getting to train with
them and try and put my best effort into
it.

“Once [ am ina team, 1 want to give
my best effort, and Cathal said, look, if
you come back at the end of March, we
knew 1 still had until the end of June,
end of July to get myself right,” O'Reilly

| recalled this week.

Basketball is both a passion and wel-
come change of sporting landscape.

“I have been playving it a long, long
time, even before I picked upa hurl. Itis

just a complete change of scenery when

CHARGING FORWARD: Galway’s Ailish 0'Reilly drives past Angela Carroll of Kilkenny in last
Semple Stadium. 0'Reilly’s big-day record is unrivalled.

the camogie is finished. The training is
less stressful. The level [ am playing
now, vou could nearly call it junior. It is
just the craic, really. It'sjust arelease, a
release of energy for a couple of
menths,” continued the 32-vear-old,
who knows that at her age and with the
mileage she's clocked across both
codes, she could do with lightening the
vear-round schedule of Galway, Oran-
more/Maree, and Claregalway.

“The body needs a break, and I don't
give myself a break. But it's funny be-
cause the basketball doesn't hurt or
ache me whatsoever. It's once [ come
onto the sogey pitches and then the
hard ground, it is completely different.
I'll be long encugh not being able to play
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month’s All-Ireland cam
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so I'll keep going while I can.”

Fr Matthews proved too strong in the
April 12 All-Ireland decider, O'Reilly
bagging seven points in the 74-45 defeat.
From the National Stadium, she
pointed the car for Nowlan Park and the
[}ixg'siun 1 League final against Water-
ford,

“Lonly came back in with Galway the
week of the league final, but I didn’t tog
because I was playing basketball the
same day. [t was a rush from Tallaght to
Nowlan Park, got caught in a couple of
E.l%pmtests. s0 missed mostof the first

all.

“When [ came back, I was asking:
‘God, have I left it way too late to come
back?’ 1 was playing catch-up. Then if 1

ogie semi-final at FBD
Picture: Piaras 0 Midheach/Sportsfile

Search for fifth All-Ireland takes

on extra meaning for O'Reilly

am back too early, my body is near]
breaking down by the end of summgr.
s0 itis a balance Thave to get right T am
still very, very rusty.”

Murray, for this part, would rather
have the five-time All-Star rusty anqd
;:lalcmg to catch-up than not have her at

“She’s a big character around the
place and she did mention the word re-
tirement. I felt this time that she would
be walking away, and maybe if you
pushed it and said, well, we're going
back in January, she mightn't, but it's
brilliant to have got her back,” said the
manager.

There are three Galway players —
O'Reilly, Aoife Donohue, and AnnMa-
rie Starr — in possession of four All-Ire.
land senior medals. O'Reilly is the sole
;nember of this group to have started all

our,

Her big-day record is unrivalled. She
delivered the sole goal of the 2013 de-
cider, she delivered two of their three
goals in the 2019 win, she assisted the
winning goal in 2021, and last August
top-scored from play with 0-3 while in-
volved in another 1-2.

From inside tormentor to half-for-
ward threading, O'Reilly’s role has
been reshaped in recent years. From ex-
clusive provision of green flags in the
collection of her first two medals to ex-
clusive provision of white in doubling
that collection.

“I don't have the same movement or
mobility as I had five or six years ago.
You see the likes of Caoimhe Kelly and
Niamh Niland, and the pace they have
to burn. The last day [ was very far out
the pitch, but I don't mind. You're using
your experience and finding those
pockets of space more so than being in
the inside line.”

The hunt for a fifth carries special
motivation — and it ain't back-to-back.
Her granny, Mary O'Reilly, died in
May. A constant supporter and spec-
tator since starting out in maroon at
U1s. ’

“My biggest supporter, I can still see
her sitting up in that stand. She'd be the
first person I'd call after a game. Hope-
fully, she’ll be looking down on us. If I
can make her proud on Sunday, that's
enough for me,

“Look, if there is one good perform-
ance in me, I'll take it.”

Given her track record, there usually
is. !

‘We lost 14 players but in Cork, the talent is there,’

Daragh O'Conchuir

Ger Manley is talking about his new-
look Cork camogie panel, but emphasis-
ing that the bottom line has never
changed. The need for the majority to
do the basics well, rather than a re-
liance on two or three box-office oper-
ators to constantly perform miracles,

The Rebels boss is in full flow looking
ahead to the Leesiders’ sixth straight
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland final on
Sunday, and a third on the trot against
Galway, who scuppered their three-in-
a-row bid last year.

He is delighted by the semi-final vie-
tory over Tipperary at FBD Semple Sta-
dium, not just because it earned a reun-
ion with the Tribeswomen at Croke
Park, but because of the collective de-
velopment of the group.

And unprompted, he throws another
name out there,

“Look at Emma Murphy,” Manley as-

serts. "What a performance. Four
points, and she's gone better and better
this vear. Like, she's a senior plaver
now. The amount of running she did.
The first point she got was on the right
side. The next point she got was inside
the 21. Next point she got from the left.
Next thing she was receiving a ball from
(goalkeeper) Amy Lee.

“But it's her work rate. And look, it’s
confidence. I was a confidence player.
We're all confidence players and Emma
is playing with confidence. When things
go right it's great. But the thing about
Emma now, that 1 think has changed, is
that (when) one or two bad plays or
things go against her — ‘Nah, it doesn't
matter.” She just gets on with it.”

Her contribution in the All-Ireland
semi-final in Thurles was pivotal, yield-
ing those four points from play in the
first half as Cork elinically availed of all
13 of their scoring opportunities to lay

_the platform for a five-point win.

But it was the continuing graft that
stood out, the selflessness, and when
Orlaith Mullins came on in her stead
with a little more than eight minutes of
regulation time remaining, it was be-
cause management felt the petrol gauge
was beginning to blink after another
Duracell Bunny display.

“The A v B (games), as I've been say-
ing all year, we've really put in a good
bank of work and we knew we had girls
to come off the bench,” Murphy de-
clares.

“Orlaith Mullins was away at the

start of the year but she came in there

the last couple of weeks and again, just
pushing every girl on in training. It
really is 1 to 34 and I can't say enough
about everyone and the work they have
put in,

“This is my seventh vear in the team
but we've had some really hard days
this year so it just made the semi-final
win all the more sweet. We know where

we're at now. We're rebuilding our own
team.

“You saw the young girls there — the
likes of an Ava Fitz(gerald), the likes of
Millie Condon, Izzy Sheehan. They're
coming in and making a mark. And the
impact of our bench. Our A v Bs have
Jjust went from strength to strength the
last few weeks. That's a testament to
how the Bs have been in training, that
we were ready to start the way we did
(against Tipp). And the impact of the
subs that came on, it shows that we
have just been pushing each other on.”

Seven years in and around the elite of
the sport cannot but have a positive im-
pact, if you are of a mind to learn. With
such an overhaul of the squad, it places
Murphy in and around veteran status,

“I'm only 24!" she protests. “I think
this yvear is the first vear where [ kind of
thought 1'm a bit older but it's been a
great year. It's been a different year for
me but it's been great.”

LN 1o i b0 2

Cork’s Emma Murphy shields possession
from Tipperary's Karen Kennedy.

The considerable turnq?er n
players, with a third of last year’s team
gone and nearly half the panel, has
placed demands on everyone. There
was a loss to Antrim in the league and
then defeat to Tipp at Semple Stadium



Cork chase 31st 0°Duffy Cup

Nith the club champion-
hips on a weekend break
the focus this weekend H:
on the big one-the All-ire-
and Senior CamogieFinal
- Cork v Galway in Croke
Park on Sunday while the
divisional and colleges
section of the county
championships reach
their conclusion,

Glen Dimplex All-ireland
Camogle

Cork v Galway on Sunday
inCroke Park at 415pm

“Delighted to be back in
the final given the difficul-
ies we had at the start of
the season; it just shows
'he resilience within the
zroup,” Cork manager Ger
Manley said before Sun-
day’s final.

Back in April Cork lost to
Antrim in the league for
the 1st time in many years
and relegation from DI
was a possibility but what
changed?

“Well we did not get rel-
egated and gradually the
injury worries we were
dealing with cleared; we
lost to Tipperary in the
Munster Championship,
but played well and then
we got down to work.”

The team had “a very
sood block of training
ahead of the 1st round of
the All-Ireland against Gal-
way in Athenry”.

It was an emphatic win
and it changed the dynamic
of the group phase.

“Without a doubt and
now we were looking at a
semi-final which we then
targeted and that gave us
time again to get more
work done and any nig-
gling injuries cleared up.”

Was it a season changing
result?

“«] suppose you could say
it was as it instilled belief
in the players that we were
- as 1 always felt we were -
contenders again.”

It’s a 6th successive final
for Cork and for the 3l:d
final in a row, Galway arein
the opposite corner, a team
Ger has huge respect for.

«Look they're the All-Ire-
land champions and also
won the league and have

some very good players,
but look we have equally
good players and are really
looking forward to Sun-
day.”

Ger is clear on the

strengths of Galway, saying |

they are “well balanced”

with “good players inevery |

line, but we have played |

each other often enough to

know to expect from them |

and they from us”.

Captain's view
Meabh Cahalane is cap-
tain and the hurt from last

year is still there. “A bit & Ty

yet but look that is in the
past now and it's nearly a
new team we have but the
desire within the group is
strong and that is impor-
tant.”

Meabh is delighted at the
way the new players have
fitted into the team and
while the start of the year
was tough, it has improved
greatly as the season
evolved. “They have been
brilliant and when you
consider the players that
we lost for a variety of rea-
sons, it shows the depth
within the squad that we
are back in the final."

Winning the Under 23
All-Ireland was very impor-
tant: “It was - it gave the
new players confidence
and they brought that into
training and we all benefit-
ted from that.”

Going direct to the
semi-final was huge in
terms of preparation.
“Yeah once we beat Galway
in Athenry, we kinda knew
we could get there and that
allowed us a good run into
the semi-final which was
ideal.”

As for the semi-final, it
was very much a game
of two halves - very good
1st half and a patchy 2nd

riod.

“Yeah the first half was
the best we played all year
and we knew Tipperary
would come at us espe-
cially with the strength of
the wind, but we dug in
and got the job done.”

That was two weeks ago
and for Meabh her routine
for the final has changed lit-
tle over the years; well they
have been doing it now for
thelast 6 years!

=wWell the first few days
are recovery and after that
we focus on ourselves and
Galway, and then wind

Corl’s Ashling Thompson and Galway's Shauna Healy at the Glen Dimplex A
Maldron Hotel Croke Park. PHOTO: INPHO/JAMES CROMBIE

down after the training is
over, relax get a few jobs
done and then it's match
day before you know it.”

Does she still have nerves
before a final?

“Ah a bit but look every
player in the country wants
to begetting ready for the
All-Ireland Final and they
would gladly swap with us,
but we delighted to be back
in the final and really look-
ing forward to it.”

Rebel support

One thing both Ger and
Meabh agreed on was the
level of support the team
are getting.

“Incredible and the
way they got behind us in
Thurles was a factor is get-
ting us over the line and
1 know it will be just as
strong on Sunday.”

Galway made it to the
semi-final with wins over
Tipperary and Waterford
having recovered from
the opening round loss to
Cork.

In that semi-final they
were comfortable winners
over a Kilkenny side that
were making the last four
for the first time in two
years; overall it was a poor

game but that did not trou-
ble the champions.

What will trouble Cathal
Murray is the number of
injuries they have picked
up; reports would suggest
that a few players will miss
out.

Key player Sabina Rab-
bittee is ruled out while
Niamh Mallon is rated
doubtful as are Niamh
McPeake and Jennifer
Hughes, but Aoife Dono-
hue and Dervla Higgins
both of whom departed
early in the semi-final are
expected to be fit to take
their place.

For all that, the champi-
ons still have quality play-
ers inace free taker Carrie
Dolan - it was her point that
won last year’s final - Roisin
Black, Niamh Niland, Ciara
Hickey, Ally Hesnan, Aine
Keane and Caoimhe Kelly
as they bid to do something
they have not done before
- retain the title.

Cork are almost certain to
go with the 15 that started
the semi-final, in which
they scored 2-11 in the 1st
half, 2-10 from play and no
wide at all.

Amy Lee made a couple
of top class saves particu-

»

larly in the 2nd half as Tip-
perary battled to get back
into the game.

The defence were excel-
lent in that half, Libby Cop-
pinger got the POTM gong,
but it could very easily
have gone to Meabh Mur-
phy who was outstanding
at centre-back.

Izzy O’Regan, Meabh
Cahalane, Ava Fitzgerald
and Isobel Sheehan were
solid and dependable all
through and they will need
to be as good again on Sun-
day.

Ashling Thompson
worked as hard as ever in
midfield and her tenac-
ity will help even if she is
carrying a slight knock,
while alongside is Laura
Hayes who is a key player.
Her pace, work rate and
accuracy have proved cru-
cial when it matters in big
games - she rarely fails to
deliver.

As referenced 2-11 in the
1st half, but only 5 points in
the 2nd period, although
the wind was a factor.

Emma Murphy was out-
standing with 0-4, Sorcha
McCartan and Amy 0'Con-
nor delivered big scores as
did Millie Condon.

ll-ireland

Saoirse McCarthy and
Orlaith Cahalane worked
hard but that was not
reflected in their scoring
return and they will look
to improve on that come
Sunday.

The bench too could be
important as Orlaith Mul-
lins clipped over 2 points
on herintroduction.

Galway will start as
favourites, rightly so as
champions, yet in last
year's decider Cork played
the entire 2nd half with 14
after Hannah Looney’s red
card just before the break
and only a late free denied
Cork at least a draw, which
would suggest it will be as
close again.

Cork will also have a
number of players starting
their first final - will that be
a factor?

It’s a hard one to call,
Cork will need to get a
good start help the new-
comers settle, be disci-
plined as Dolan rarely
misses a free, as we know
to our cost.

Cork though have a lot
of pace and the wide open
spaces of HQ will help; 1
also feel there's big games
coming from key players

Camogie Championship Final Media Day at the

t:- F

Q'Connor, McCarthy and
Orlaith Cahalane among
them.

Get that and Cork will be
on their way to their 31st
title.

Go for it girls, and hope-
fully a homecoming to
celebrate on the Grand
Parade on Monday night.

The matchis live on C103
and the Onic Player.

Healy joins Galway’s back-to-back push weeks after giving birth

MIALL McIN'!:'I'EE_ m 1l
s is part of the Galway
taking on Cork in Sun-

e All-Ireland final despite having
aay e SRt Jaughter Pippa just

Shauna Healy
camogie panel

given birth to herc
four months ago-
The Ardrahan de
Galway man
strengthand
cuppoTL NELW! ;
{‘cl:liﬁithc county’s bIC
“Hes for the first M€
Healy. whowasc

final, doesn't envisage fe:

fender has lauded
ager Cathal MurTay, 1.11::{r
conditioning team :l_nd her
orkat homefor helpingher
i for back-to-back ti-
in their history. But
orner-backin Izjst year's
yuring inaplay-

“It was a big thing for him [Murray] to
ask me to 2o back again;” she said at the
launch of the finalsin Croke Park.“Iwas
justs-.qringtntlu:girls:.'ou'n:lmagcnuugh
sitting down and being retired. Sowhen
the body is able we'll give itanother go.

“To be honest, 'm more so there now
to help and encourage the younger girls,
ICT can offer something to them, then
happy days. If I can offer something on
the training field and put a bit of pres-
sure on someone to make them better,
then that's my job done then”

Healy points to the example of Irish
rughy star Amec Leigh Costigan who
kept up her training regime for most of

Galway's Shauna Healy

The Galway star, who-also has a two-
ymr-nldsunBilly.s-.rysdulmlhinhslmul:in‘t
be a barrier to participating in sport

“Amee Leigh Costigan had twins not
50 long ago. She was training right up
until they were horn. She's incredible.
Women are amazing, the body can do

amazing things”

nancy, when [ wasable.

“I got back with the club before this,
got a couple of sessions under my belt,
played a couple of matches, I re-joined
the Galway panel then about seven or
cight weeks ago, It was hard work [get-
ting backinto training] but Iwould have
keptit [exercise] up throughout the preg:

“Lenjoyit. When you enjoyit, you'renot
kind of thinking too muchabout being
gassed. That happened plenty of times

husband Darragh Burke, atwo-time All-Ire-
land clubwinning hurlerwith St Thom-
a5, aswell as her parents who have “been
roped in” to babysitting duties.

The three-time All-Ireland winner,

who works as a podiatrist, says seeing
the Galway ladies footballers end a 22-
year droughtat the weekend hasled io™a
lovely buzz around the county” and cm-
phasised the importance of havingabig
Galway supportin Croke Park,

“I'd say that's what gotus overthe line
last year, the Galway crowd really got be-
hind us. When you hear that. it's lovely to
know that people have taken their day
and come up here to support us. When
they get behind you, you're like, let's give

deamatch-day but it’s part and pareel of it”

thougrh acknowledges she had to work :
L Healy's support network includes her

ing capacity, having ma I q
hard to regain peak fitness.

first ime thisseason in their

: her pregnancy, documenting her jour-
anelforthe :
panel for tEIS® nv

ney on Instagrant.

them something”
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CORK_' § ﬁi‘* Therese O'Callaghan

arsaigh :
ﬁefﬁ'n’;;'frfam E: goal ea.!per is clear to see, with her contribution g_om%_heynnd
being a shot-stopper. As was demonstrated in theWgterfard championship game
when she scored a wondrous goal after a on e-twio with Libby Coppinger that Iandf:ld
in the opposing square and baunced all the way to the net. With camagie constantly

evolving, the green flag turned out to be decisive.

! an
%i\lea!gs?aﬁzgz?ﬂéﬂ:r:lﬁirl:}ugy in 2025 was a serious blow to Cork, not a!uneﬁﬁecause
of her versatility but she Is considered to be one of her side’s mnr‘e ETpEl_iEn: a8
- players, Travelling that long road back required dedication, and slott r::g i : al "i?e's
d Corner-back in a position that was filled by the impregnable Pamela Mackey, 5
grabbed the opportunity with both hands.

nger (St Colum’s) :
1?!':';‘51 ﬁgxwggl:ﬂ :?fﬁclil Player of the Match in the All-Ireland semi-final victory over
Tipperary, her tactical awareness is one of her best traits and her reading of the
ame. It would appear having decided to play one code this year at ipter—cuur;jtyi
evel (played as a forward In aotball), while a difficult one, is something that she is
benefiting from. Any injury setbacks she has put behind her.

4. Méabh Cahalane (St Finbarr’s)

Caﬂéaln of the team flEnr 2 second successive year, and as a leader she erforms
her duty with great focus, Was forced to sit out the first two rounds of the All-
Ireland championship due to a calf injury, and this coming after an extended

. season with her club that also ended in AII-IreI.anci heartbreak following a replay
in January, was a blow. Her younger sister Orlaith is a threat up front.

. Ava Fitzgerald {Sarsfields) G
glrg: start fc?reﬂva i|!| an All-Ireland senior final but she’s seen itall at club level,
especially with Sars’journeys through the Munster and All-lreland championship
in recent times. A minor two seasons ago, she is one of a cohort of players that
claimed All-Ireland U23 honours earlier this year, and as ithappens, that turned
| out to be a breakthrough moment for the senior squad.

6. Méabh Murphy (Ballinora)

Another of the Cork U23 successful group that brought that winning feeling with
them. The retirement of Laura Treacy |eft big boots to fill, so in taking over that
pivotal position, she has done an extremely good job. Credit to management and
the potential they saw in trusting her with the number six jersey. She had a very
good semi-final.

7. 1sobel Sheehan (Eire Og)

A first All-Ireland senior iinal appearance for the Eire Og clubwoman, but she is not
<hort on talent, nor is she short on pedigree. Hard work is part of the Sheehan and
Dunlea DNA, She needed to be patient before tying down the win -back position,
and she is now the third cog in what is a totally new Rebel half-back line.

8, Ashling Thompson (Milford)

Unfortunately the midfielder has had a grueling season that has been affected by
injury. A serious elbow injury sidelined her for over three months, and then this was
followed by a hamstring tear she sustained in the days running up to the All-lreland
semi-final that required further rehab. Not the ideal preparation for the big day, but
<he’s llon-hearted and will want to play her part in an 11th senior final.

9, Laura Hayes (5t Catherine’s)

When they soldier together, Laura and Ashling form a really formidable midfield

partnership. Relentless commitment and drive is what you will get from these

two stalwarts. In part, while this is a new-look Cork team, Hayes has established
| herself as one of the finest and her reputation precedes her, She is someone you

can always rely on. Received Player of the Year gong in 2024,

10. Emma Murphy (Glen Rovers) -

She leaves everything on the pitch, as epitomised not alone by her regular scoring
returns but by her unyielding work-rate. One of the standout performers in the
All-ireland semi-final, it was her four points from open play in an electrifying first
half that established the mood. Her running game is particularly effective, and she
is ready and willing to expleit any space she can find.

11. Saoirse McCarthy (Courcey Rovers)

Entrusted with leading the line of attack from centre-forward - but you could find
her in any of the half-forward positions - where she brings an element of calmness
and level-headedness. A very good long-distance free-taker as well, and these
conversions are crucial and can za a long way in deciding tight matches. Shortlisted
for senior Player of the Year for the third year in-a-row in 2025.

12. Millie Condon (Ballinascarthy)

A mainstay throughout the championship, she is the third Cork player that will be
lining out in her first All-lreland senior final. A vital ceg in the Cork U23 winning team,
it is her endless drive and vitality that shines through, as was shown in the goal she
nalled in the first half against Tipp in the semi-final. A confident 21-year-old.

13. Amy O'Connor (5t Vincent's)

One of Cork's longest-serving players along with Ashling Thompsaon, she is no
stranger to appearing in All-Ireland finals. As winning captain in 2023, she has

-~ already brought the O'Duffy Cup home, a year when her three-minute hat-trick

still gets talked about. Hit by injury and missed the start of this year, but she is
back to herself.

14, Orlaith Cahalane (St Finbarr's)

A Cork 23 All-Ireland medallist. She has pace and zip that keep most defenders on
their toes. Anothervery good attribute is her team-play, always willing to lack up and
find a colleague if her route to goal is not clear, Well able to source a green flag of her

: own too. Will do allin her power to help sister Méabh get her hands.an the silverware,

' 15.5orcha McCartan (St Finbarr's)

Her greatest asset js being able to shoot points from the most difficult of angles, which
can be a real crowd-pleaser. Strong and physical, she won't let anyone get the better
of her easily. She has settled well into what is considerad to be a strong inside line for

Cork, although you could see her wander out the field as well, which
ability to adapt to different situations and differen A ey

ek

'E

Player-by-iayer guide
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Management

| Ger Manley and his backroom

They're all singing off the same hymn sheet. And they'll
need to be.

turned the year around when it

officer) make sure it all runs smoothly.

THREE KEY PLAYERS (AND WHO MIGHT STOP THEM)

Eoghan Cormican

Ciara Hickey (Galway)}

Frem 13 possessions in lastyear's
final to 12 in the first half alone
during the semi-final two weeks
ago. For one soyoung, Hickey's
command of the sweeper role
and her ability to read deliveries
emerging from the opposing |
defence is remarkably impressive.
She is Galway’s launchpad.

Same as the championship opener
between the counties, Galway
midfelder Ally Hesnan will pick up

centre-forward Saolrse McCarthy so |
‘as to allow Hickey sit in the pocket |

and intercept.

What Is the Cork counter here?
The Rebels management, which
includes 2004 All-Ireland winning
hurling boss Dénal O'Grady, must
come with a plan to nullify Hickey's
hoovering.

Could ane of the other half-
forwards be tasked with standing
beside the centre-back? Could
No.12 wearing Millie Condon be

] appearad to be going south, so
‘~ || getting back to the All-lreland
el final following the departure of a
| number of key personnel speaks
volumes for the work they've
done. Having been involved
with Matthew Twomey for a few
years, this is Manley’s third term
as manager, and that experience has been put to good
use. He has highlighted what Dénal O'Grady (analyst)
brings to the table.He has good men and women
around him - 5éan Crowley, James Nyhan, Gemma
O'Connor (all coaches), John Hartnett (goalkeeping
coach) and John Paul Ivers {S&C). Not to mention an
extended team where Jennifer Mehigan (fernale liaison
officer) and Marian McCarthy (county board liaison

Subs

It’s not just from the starting 15 that Cork lost players,
but their bench was also impacted with the likes of
Kate Wall moving to Australia after the All-Ireland club
final with St Finbarr’s.

While it was noticeable that management only used
two subs in the All-reland semi-final - Grlaith Mullins
and Hayley Ryan were brought on late in the second
half - that probably has more to do with trusting the
players on the field of play.

We saw what Aisling Egan can do in some of the earlier
rounds. Ciara O'Sullivan is another whao'is capable of
making an impact. And any of the U23s, who gave the
squad so much of a lift following their success,

Last year's minor captain Rachel Murphy is one to
watch out for.

brought back out to midfield,
where she was forall three
round-robin games, and the
hamstring-blighted Ashling:
Thompson instructed '

to pushup and frustrate
Hickey?

Whatever the move, Cork cannot
present Hickey with a free
rumway.

Laura Hayes (Cork)

Initially viewed as Laura Treacy’s
successor, Hayes was handed

the No.6 shirt upon returning to
inter-county fare for the Leagues
clesing rounds.

The centre-back role, though,

Is stifling to a playerof such
athleticism, drive;

and expression as Hayes. Cork
realised suchin the seven weeks
between the Munster quarter-
final defeat to Tipp and All-Irefand
opener above in Athenry. And so
when Liz Dempsey threw in the
sliotar at Kenny Park, Hayes was
in front of her as part of Cork’s
midfield pairing.
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Management

Whether it was or wasn't his
motivation inretuming fora
ninth season, masterminding
Galway's farst-2ver O’ Duffy Cup
back-to-back would be Cathal
Murray’s crowning legacy.

In light of the defensive and
middle-third absentzes, his
success to datain 2026 has

; been stitching a team together
of U23-winning newcomers, cruciste returnaes, and
coaxed-back experienced heads.

Provad on the eve of 25 final thathe is capable of
sizable calls. Dropped Emma H=lebert in favour of
Siobhan Gardiner, with the latter turning in a superb
final showing. Depending on the well-being of
Niamh Mallon's shoulder, does hethrow herin fora
first start in nine weeks to 2gain srengthen his final

in this freedem.

¥

they're tearing and terrorising has
bezn moved in from the left flank

. clubwoman won't be constrained last
- bymarking duties. She can thrive i scored 0-2, won two converted

Aoife Donohue (Galway)

Two minutes into the second
half of last year's final, Aoife

Sorcha MeCartan, Emma

Murphy, and Ashling
Thompsan. It took
the fifth red shirt, that

line-up?

Subs

If Niamh Mallon doesn't start, and there are strong

‘suspicions from certain quarters that she will, the

Down import then becomes Galway's main bench
asset. Sabina Rabbitte is a monumental loss. She
was a relieving outlet 12 months ago whére under-
pressure defenders could just fire the sliotar in her
general direction and know that she would hold up,
if not hold onto possession. The bustling physicality
of 2025 final goalscorer Mairéad Dillon means she is
well suited to the expectant fare. Shannon Corcoran,
who started the League final and opening two
rounds of championship, is another inside forward
option. Shauna Healy, who gave birth to her second
child in April, could be called upon as defensive
back-up, what would be her first involvement since
last year's final.

quigter summer than usual, but
never disappoints or disappears

- Sheand Saoirse McCarthy - i The play perfectly captured the
were to the fore in Cork’s very  difficulty Cork have in tying down

i nearly comeback |ast August. | Galway's everywhere-all-at-once

| Encapsulating the increased - dynamo.
responsibility on them in 2026, : The six-time All-Star has had a

, I

| tocantre stage. i on the concluding Sunday,

i Thisis her first All-Ireland i especially when the opposition
final where the Catherine’s i is Cork. Just look at the opening

| half-hour of last year’s final:

frees, assisted the goal, and
stopped a certain Cork'goal,
albeit by lllegal means.

The two players detalled onto
Donchue in the last two finals -
Hannah Looney and Acife Healy

Dannhu.e laokopfsConc | - are now in Australia, The latest
playeis;She suscaedad I Cork pick t track her all the
-getting past Acife Healy, ok plek mus

way up to Sarah Healy's goal-line.
When Donohue departed injured
inthe semi-final, the surprise
was that Ava Brett didn't walk off
* the field with her; such was the

o g

f : i ! :
o Elf:r::u:r;:?;lner - velcro approach of the Kilkenny
. J cndich i . defender. Cork, pay heed.

Eoghan Cormican

1. 5arah Healy (St Thomas)

Has yet to be beaten in Championship 2026. So much of that clean sheet is her

own doing. Denied Cacimhe Keher-Murtagh from close range in the semi-final,
Preduced superb saves to ;t-a;?v Orlaith Cahalane and Saoirse McCarthy on June

6. Cork have only twice heracross last three championshi ti
one of those was a Katrina Mackey throw. s P meetings, and

2. Rachael Hanniffy (Oranmore-Maree)

Top of the class when the brief is to shadow and subdue a wrecking corner-
forward, When Healg.rﬁoe; short, Hanniffy is her favoured outlet. Came out with
an amount of ruck ball in semi-final. Marked Amy O'Conner in the 2024 final,

Katrina Mackey last year, Presumption is she'll pick up Orlaith Cahalane, having
done so for June 6 opener.

3, Réisin Black (Oranmore-Maree)

She and Amy O'Connor danced together on the opening day of summer, but
will Galway want a repeat of this match-up? O'Connor was prioritised to such an
extent 12 months ago that the No.8-wearing AnnMarie Starr went back to track
her. Black was superbly solid the same day. A two-time All-Star the opposition

i know is infuriatingly difficult to breach.

4. Dervla Higgins (Athenry)

Along with Acife Donohue, she is the harrying and hounding embodiment of
Galway's bullying work ethic. In your face from first whistle to last. Wears Nod but
the expectation is that we'll again see her raise the temperature in the half-back
line. Captained Athenry to All-Ireland club honours last January. All-Star recipient
the last two seasons.

5. Katie Manning (Mullagh)

2022 Alklreland intermediate winner. 2025 All-lreland U23 winning captain. 2026
half-back line newcomer, albeit she's spent plenty of summer at corner-back.
While clocking a fine semi-final, her refarence point this past fortnight will have
been the Round 1 first-half against Cork where Sorcha McCartan scored 0-2 off
her and won two converted frees off her.

6. Ciara Hickey (Davitts)

Despite 2024 being her first summer as a starter, the 22-year-old has accelerated
at such a rate that she has been camogie’s outstanding No.é this year and

last. Invaluable is her competency under the headings of game-intelligence,
positioning, and reading of the play, 12 possessions in the first half of semi-final
alone. Feasts on loose deliveries and breaking ball,

7. Katie Anna Porter (Davitts)

Angther 2022 All-reland intermediate winner, 2025 All-freland U23 winner, and
2026 half-back newbie. Clubmate of Hickey, this familiarity has smoothed Porter
senior transition. Quietly and effectively gone about her business. Significant
axamination is approaching. I Cork put a forward on Hickeys toes, could Porte
wind up as the spare defender?

8. Ally Hesnan (Shamrocks)

An injury-time sub in tha last two deciders, this will be her first final start. Jennifar
Hughes was initially favoured as Carrie’s midfield colleague, but a mid-seasan
injliry saw Hesnan promoted for championship. Being swarmed and turnied over
by two Cork players at thethrow-in of their June 6 clash was aninstant topflight
welcome. Will again follow Saairse McCarthy.

9. Carrie Dolan (Clarinbridge)

Galway have benefited immeasurably from her relocation from inside forward o
midfield leader. Has steered the marcon title defence, Delivered the levelling and
jead paints late in League final win. Assisted 0-2 in All-Ireland semi-final, central
in the creation of a third, won and converted penalty, as well as raising four white
flags herself. Top-scorer with 1-15.

10. Aine Keane (St Thomas’)

Her cruciate went two minutes into the 2025 championship, Her return was the
2026 championship opener against Cork. Into the win d, Sarah Healy repeatedly
saught to find her to achieve retained possession. Caught three puck-outs
clean. Must be more impactful than in semi-final. Failed ta finish any of their four
championship outings.

11. Niamh McPeake (Liam Mellows)

Thus far, a mightily impressive return from the cruciate injury that wrote off
McPeake's 2025, Her 2:9 positions her as Galway’s top-scarer from play. Player

of the match recipient for round-robin victory over Waterford. Took Tipp for two
goals a fortnight later. Anonymous in 2024 final, so will be determined to imprint
herself in latest Galway-Cork decider.

12. Agife Donchue (Mullagh) :
The one player Galway need to surge. The one player Cork have Lo stop. Galway's
outstanding performer in 24 and 25 finals, the red shirt rouses the 33-year-

old like no other. Tables suffocating intensity. Thrives on turnovers, Workload
unmatched. Subbed off in two of their three round-robin outings, Donohue was
unusually subdued in League final, championship opener, and semi-final.

13. Niamh Niland (Clarinbridge)

A first All-Ireland final start. The sister of Evan and Aaron fell out of the first 15
towards the end of spring, as well as first two championship games, Promoted for
Round 3 against Tipp, 0-2 in semi-final and assisted a third. Only one of first four
semi-final deliveries into her stuck, significantly improved hold-up required on
Sunday.

14. Ailish O'Reilly (Oranmore-Maree]

If any other player was coming into Sunday with just three and a half games
under their belt for 2026, and finished only one of the three they started, there'd
be a degree of concern, Not with O'Reilly. Not with her track record. Only had
three possessions In semi-final second half, but 0-2 came off them. Astuteness
personified.

15. Cacimhe Kelly (Sarsfields) { -
Didr't start the League final, Came off the bench to clip two points, including the
clineher. Remained outside of the first 15 for opening two games of champlonship..
First summer start was against Tipp, where she struck 1-4 from play. Added 0-3
aqgainst Kilkenny last time out. Similar tally required from the teenager here.



Avyear onand back in
Croker but a lot has
changed for Cork side

Hers we zo again. We are

Croke Park bound on Sunday.

Despite all the doubts and
worry that things were not
zoing their way, Cork are 48
hours away from another All-
[reland senior camogie final
appearance.

Twelve months have flown
by since we were in Croke
Park, but with a lot of new
faces and changes to the panel
we go again to savour that
special atmosphere that only
All-Irelznd final day can
bring.

Evervone is ready to hit the
road. Be it by rail, car or bus,
some are zlready on their way
with several Cork clubs head-
ing to pardcipating in the Kil-
macud Crokes All-Ireland
Sevens tomorrow.

All-Treland final days in all
codes are special, and the at-
mosphere generated by the
supporters can be felt all over
the ground.

Hopefully, Cork will have a
big following when they run
ott on the pitch at 4.15pm on
Sunday.

It's a dav that gives families
an opporiunity to savour the
Croke Park atmosphere with-
out the hassle of grappling for
tickets as was the case for the
hurling and football finals this
Vear.

For years, the camogie
championship has been domi-
nated by the big names from
the 1830s right through to the
1960s.

Dublin, Cork and Antrim
were the dominant forces
early on.

Wexford took twe titles in
1953, and 1969 and then a
goiden era for Cork from 1970
fo 1973, before a new force
emerged as Kilkenny took
centre stage for a while and
were deminant before Cork
refurned to the top.

In between, Antrim and
Dublin tock a title and again
Cork znd Kilkenny dominated
until Tipperary burst on the
scene to take their first title
and they proceeded to domi-
nate annexing five titles in six

years.

c [
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ork’s Aoife Barrett and Daire 0'Brien celebrate after Tipp game.

(ork celebrate winning against Tipp.

Picture; INPHO/Tom Maher

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

Finally, Cork bounced back
and regained control but we
failed to make it threein arow
and Wexford seized their
chance tograb the title.

Many fancied Kilkenny to
return to the big stage after
huge undsrage success but it
didn’t happen.

Wexford had their reign of
dominance.

Galwar took a title in be-
tween in 2013.

Cork bounced back to make
it back-to-back wins in 2014
and 2015, but were stopped
making it three in a row by
Kilkenny in 2016.

Back we came in 2017 and
defeated Kilkenny with a last

p wWinner.

It was the same story in
2018, again a last second
winner. Cork had to look onin
2019 as Kilkenny overcame
Galway and again we sat it out
in 2020 zs Galway reversed
that resuit.

Cork lost back-to-back
finals in 2021 to Galway and
2022 to Kilkenny.

2023 and 2024 were contrast-
ing finals as Cork defeated
Waterford comprehensively in
2023, butonly a goal separated
Cork from Galway in 2024.

Last year was heartbreak
for Cork.

We looked to be heading for
a draw, but a last minute foul
by a Cork player gave Carrie
Dolan an opportunity to grab
a winner and she did it with a
superbly struck free to give
Galway ihe title.

Galway have never done
back to back, can they doiton
Sunday?

Cork might have alotofnew
players in their team, but to
date, they have shown they

Izon.

are able for the task. tion would be seaml
Just cne good 60 minutes is | bit more work i
needed to get over the line.
Let's hope for good result as

they bid for All-Ireland title
number 31. )

Best of luck to Ger Manley
and the girls.

<

There was a point earlier this year
when an All-lreland final seemed a
Eong way from Cork camogie’s hor-

Defeats to Waterford and Antrim in the
league, a relegation battle looming, and a
painful Munster championship exit at the
hands of Tipperary suggested that a re-
building season lay ahead for a panel that
had been reshaped by retirements and de-
partures to Australia.

Yet for the sixth year in arow,
line out in an All-Ireland final when they
face Galway at Croke Park on Sunday,
August 9, chasing a first title since 2023
and seeking revenge for last year’s defeat
to the Tribeswomen.

For full-back Libby Coppinger, the jour-
ney back to headguarters has made this
year’s final appearance feel even more
significant.

“You start out every year and this is
where vou want to be,” she said.

“We're very lucky to be from a very
proud county where this is the expec-
tation and the goal every season. But I
think our hope was tested a little bit at the
start of the year.

“We probably underestimated how
much work was going to be needed be-
cause we lost incredibly talented players
and leaders from the dressing room. We
had some new management, new players
bably hoped the transi-
ess. It just took a little

coming in and pro

That work has transformed Cork’s sea-
son. The warning signs arrived
narrow opening-round defeat to Water-
ford was disappointing, but the loss at
home to Antrim in February proved a pi-
votal moment.

] think it was a wake-up call,” Libby
added, “We were very disappointed with
med like there needed
to be a lot more work put in and it was
definitely aneye-opener. It probably kick-
started our season in a way.”

There were still bumps in the road.
Cork managed only a draw with Tipper-
ary during the league buta crucial victory
away to Kilkenny helped preserve their
Division 1 sta

“It was one o

our showing. It see

f the most up-and-down
leagues I canremember,” says Coppinger.
to the last day, teams could
final or been relegated. A
ir feet and we

“Coming in
have made the
lot of teams were finding the
were definitely one of them

If survival was the first oi:jemve. belief

Cork's Libby Coppinger challenges Galway’s Shannon Corcoran during their league clash at Kenny Park earlier in the season.
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arrived later,

Few gave Cork much chance when they
travelled to Galway for the opening round
of the All-Ireland championship in June.
They had already suffered an emphatic
nine-point defeat to the same opposition
in the league and were coming off a chas-
tening Munster exit.

Instead, Cork delivered one of the per-
formances of the season, winning 0-18to 1-
8 and signalling that reports of their de-
cline had been greatly exaggerated,

“Going up that day, we just wanted a
performance,” Libby said, “The result
was a bonus because we got both. Losing
to Tipperary in Munster was hugely dis-
appointing but, looking back, it probably
gave us one of our best blocks of training.
We had six weeks where we could really
focus on ourselves, bed down how we
wanted to play and the attitude we wanted
to have,

“I think Galway was a release. We just
went out and played with freedom.”

The victory became the catalyst for a
run that has brought Cork all the way
back to Croke Park.

Championship wins over Waterford and
Tipperary followed before another meet-
ing with the Premier County in the All-
Ireland semi-final. Cork were virtually
flawless during a devastating first half,
converting all 13 of their scoring oppor-
tunities to establish a commanding lead.

“1 had heard that stat alright,” Libby
laughs.

“That was down to being selfless in pos-
session, taking the right options and
really going after the game, We were like
caged animals in that first half hour,
Thankfully it went the right way.”

While the forwards grabbed the head-
lines, the defence had its own job to do
after the break as Tipperary attempted a

comeback with the benefit of a strong

wind.

Led by Coppinger and anchored by goal-
keeper Amy Lee, Cork stood firm.

“The girls up front set the tone with
their work rate,” shesays, “That made life
easier for the backs because the ball
coming in was under pressure.

“In the second half we had to do our de-

Picture: INPHO/Tom 0'Hanlon

| ibby leading way
for new-look Rebels

fending and [ think everyone contributed.
Having Amy behind vou is huge. She's
eool, calm and collected no matter what's
happening.”

One phrase echoed throughout the
Cork camp after the final whistle in
Thurles.

The players weren't talking about the
All-Ireland final, They were talking about
getting back training on Tuesday evening.

For Coppinger, that mindset has been
one of the defining characteristics of this

up.

“We've been really focused on the next
game all vear. If you look too far ahead,
vou’ll get caught. We knew exactly what
challenge Tipperary would bring. Getting
back training on Tuesday meant youwere
where vou wanted to be.”

The remarkable thing is that Cork’s la-
test final appearance has come during a
season many expected to be transitional.

This will be the vounty's 11th All-Ire-
land final in 13 years and sixth in succes-
sion - a record that underlines the extra-
ordinary standards maintained by sue-
cessive generations of Cork camogie
players.

“You can't focus on what happened last
year because that's not going to get you
anywhere this year," said Libby.

“we're a completely different team.
There’s a core group still there but there
are so many girls for whom this will be
their first All-Ireland final.

“Tt just shows the talent that is in Cork
The players before us set the standard anc
we're trying to raise it every year.”

Next comes Galway, the reigning cham
pions and familiar rivals. The countie:
have contested the last three All-Trelant
finals, with Cork winning in 2023 and Gal
way triumphing last season.

“You can't focus too much on last yea
because if you're focused on the hurt, it'l
only get you so far. It’s about the motl
vation for this group and leaving every
thing out there on the field, There rarel
seems to be much between us and I don’
think this year will be any different.”

As for preparations, there is one tradi
tion Coppinger never skips.

Before matches she calls to visit he
grandmother, who sends her on her wa
armed with holy water and a blessing. N
thing too elaborate, she insists,

Just enough to bring a little bit of con
fort before the biggest games of all.

And if that ritual helps guide Cork i
another famous day at Croke Park o
Sunday, there will be very few Rebe
complaining.
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Back Row (L-R}
Joanne Daly, Niamh Mallon, Katie Lawless, Laura Helly, Laura Freeney, Acibheann Barry. Niamh Mcinemey, Shannon Corcoran, Fiona Ryan, Miamh Niland, Katie Anna Porter,
Katie Manning, Carrie Dolan, Aine Keane, Ciara Hickey, Ally Hesnan, Mairéad Dillon, Sabina Rabbitte, Tegan Canning, Alison Greaney and Réitseal Kelly.
Front Row (L-R)
Ava Crowe, Acibhe Car, Shauna Healy, Kayla Madden, Ava Lynskey, Rachael Hanniffy, Niamh McPeake, Réisin Black, Dervla Higgins. Aoife Donohue, Sarah Healy, Ailish C'Reilly,
Caoimhe Kelly, Emma Madden, Alannah Kelly and Jennifer Hughes. Missing from photo: Emily Brogan,
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Amy Lee
Na Piarsaigh
Senior Client Associate

- Niamh McNabola
| Cloughduv

¥ Business
i Information
b Systems

-
. Awril Cashman

| Youghal
| Teacher

. Ciara O'Sullivan
Newcestown
Accountant

Ashling Thompson
1 Millford
Prison Officer

Daire O'Brien -ﬂ | Amy McCarthy
Enniskeane rae
Engineer

& Clonakilty

p :‘ UCC Engineering

L Rachel Murphy

'} | Ballinora

Student

Maedhbh de Burca
Carrigtwohill
Student PE and Irish

Izzy O'Regan Laura Hayes
Ballygarvan | 5t Cathering’s
Account Executive Marketing
Libby Coppinger . Emma Murph : B = ,
e el 1. | Aoife Prendergast (Kilkenny) 336 | (1-0 pen, 28f 2 45)
Depositary Senior Officer PE and Maths Teacher 2. | Réisin Begley (Clare) 4-28 (17f, 1 45)
3. | Eimear McGrath (Tipperary) 1-33 (1-0 pen, 26f, 3 45)
Méabh Cahalane || Saoirse McCarthy | 4. | Chioe Cashe (Wexford) 130 | (25f, 2 '45)
St Finbarr's | Courcey Rovers : :
Accountant Marketing Executive 5. | Clodagh Leahy [_Oﬁaly] _ — 2-25 (16f, 2 45)
From Ple
.| AvaFitzgerald ) | Millie Condon 1. | Sarah Barcoe (Kilkenny) 5-10
|| Sarsfields Ballinascarthy 2. isi i
Primary Education Student Roisin Begley (Clare) 410
3. | Aisling Gannon (Dublin) 2-14
, 3, | Laura Southern (Limerick) 311
. Amy O'Connor o .
Ballinora i ' St Vincent's 5 H.atile Nﬂlan [Kﬂkennﬂ 4-4
PE and Maths Teacher | Project Manager ————— = = e —
Orlaith Cahalane
St. Finbarr's
Coaching Science anc
Sorcha McCartan | { Orlaith Mullins . | Keeva McCarthy
St. Finbarr's " Sarsfields St. Finbarr's
Barista Student Qualified Person
Cork Top Scorers — Senior Championship
Anna Kearney | Amy Sheppard Aoife O'Neill i : "
Blackrock Cloughduv St. Finbarr's 1. |AmyO Connor 1-22 (74)
Student Student Student 2. |Saoirse McCarthy 0-14 (5f)
| 3. |SorchaMcCartan 0-11
Hayley Ryan | Aoife Barrett Ava McAuliffe 4. | Emma Murphy 0-6
Blackrock | Aghabullogue Castlemartyr 5. |Laura Hayes 0-4
PE & Irish Teacher Student Student . X
5. |Orlaith Cahalane =
h_
Aisling Egan N Rose M - - i Cork Total Scored: 3-68 (19.25 per game)
ij. Finbarr's | \ B;fmmumhy -. Mauwr Rt - Total Conceded: 1?53 ll{l.l} per game)
echnical | i | LW e
: L | Primary School PE and French = = =
Operations B rach :
Engineer ok = Teaching
Wy | Orlaith Cremin 3 Cliona O'Callaghan | | Claire Kingston
| EireOg L8| Blackrock Newcestown
& | Student | Primary School Master of Educatior
=< (PE and Irish) S Teacher - LcC

| 1. |carrie Dolan 145 |  (1-0pen, 130
2. |Niamh McPeake ey | -
3. |Caoimhe Kelly _1—8 o Pis
4. | Acife Donohue 1-3
4. |Ailish O'Reilly 13 |
j Galway Total Scored: 6-52 (175 points per game) |
K Total Conceded: U—S‘:f {1%




GALWAY - PLAYER PROFILES

Sarah Healy
St Thomas
Manufacturer

Rachael Hanniffy
Oranmore Maree
Primary School Teacher

Roisin Black
Oranmore Maree
Primary School Teacher

Dervla Higgins
Athenry
Gym Instructor

Katie Manning
Mullagh
Trainee Garda

Ciara Hickey
Davitis
Student

Katie Anna Porter
Davitts
Student

Caoimhe Kelly
Sarsfields
Student

( \ Laura Freeney
EA7 Athenr
| = !
J _.,fi Student %

Réitseal Kelly
Sarsfields
Student

Ava Crowe
Carnmore
Student

Occupational
Therapist

Kayla Madden
Athenry
Student

Ava Lynskey
Ardrahan
Primary Scheol
Teacher

f ‘ Niamh Mallon (= \. Jennifer Hughes
? % Carnmore

] Physiotherapist

! -4 Sarsfields
' ﬂ Nutritionist

ey

ﬁ " ' . "".\

I &4 Kilconieron
= Secondary School

é :3 Sabina Rabbitte

:

Ally Hesnan
L Shamrocks
/ (ﬁ Student

'!?il F‘ Carrie Dolan

(1: ¥ Clarinbridge

<

Secondary School Teacher

Aine Keane
St Thornas
Student/Baker

Niamh McPeake
Liam Mellows
Sales Analyst

Aoife Donohue
Mullagh
Secondary School Teacher

Niamh Niland
Clarinbridge
Primary School Teacher

Ailish O'Reilly
Oranmore Maree
Primary School Teacher

Laura Kelly

Salthill Knocknacarra
Student

Mairéad Dillon

Teacher

Aoibheann Barry
Kinvara
Student

Tegan Canning
Mullagh
Student

Aoibhe Carr
Clarinbridge
Student

Hatie Lawless
Portumna

Student

Emma Madden
Salthill Knecknacar

Alison Greaney

-
#- Athenry .
£ Primary School
!' ﬁ. Stugent Teacher
=) Shannon Corcoran
J!'j' B Sarsfields Clarinbridge
P Student il | Student
e, O
= ’
Alannah Kelly Q Niamh McInerney = Shauna Healy
Portumna , fu?- Shamrocks 4=»  Ardrahan
ﬂi il Student Ei ¥ “l Podiatrist

Fiona Ryan
Ballinderreen
Student

Joanne Daly
Sarsfields
Student

Emily Brogan
Carnmore
Student

Glen Dimplex Senior Champions

Cork 2-16 v 0-17 Tipperary

Galway 1-14 v 0-11 Kilkenny

Sunday 28th Jun 2026

Glen Dimplex Senior Championship -

Cork 1-13 v 0-10 Waterford

Galway 3-17 v 0-15 Tipperary

Sunday 14th Jun 2026

Glen Dimplex Senior Championship - Group

Tipperary 0-18 v 0-21 Cork

Waterford 0-13 v 1-13 Galway

Saturday 6th June 2026

Glen Dimplex Senior Championship - Group 1 - Round 1

Galway 1-08 v 0-18 Cork




Dealt with a dropped ball in the
first half and with the help of Ava
Fitzgerald cleared the line. Good
variety with her puck-outs. It was
her restart in the 46th minute that
found Sorcha McCartan, who fed
Orlaith Cahalane for Cork’s second
goal. Kept a clean sheet.

Solid. Missed 2025 due to ACL
injury. Tagged Ailish O'Reilly at
the throw-in and while she kept
her scoreless in the first half,
O'Reilly was fouled for a free and
set up Dervla Higgins for a point.
OReilly was substituted in the
fourth quarter.

82

i Coppinger
{SthI:?m‘sl y

ed up Cacimhe Kelly at the
start. Kelly notched three lovely
first-half points but didn't register
in the second half. The number
three is such a sticky defender and
repeatedly cut out a lot of ball and
got in one vital interception.

1. 5arah Healy
(St Thomas)

Saoirse McCarthy's 40th-minute
goal was the first time she was
bested this summer. Of the two
conceded, this is the one that'll
annoy her. Called forward to strike
the potentially match-winning free.
Blasted aver from 30 matres out,
Two excellent first-half puckouts to
find Acife Donohue and Cacimhe
Kelly in space, points followed.

1/
62

2. Rachel Hanniffy
(Oranmore-Marea)

Matched up with Amy O'Connor.
Very little ball travelled into their
Eircode in first half, Of the five

frees O'Connor converted, none
were of Hannify's doing. She was,
however, occasionally jittery. Drove
forward to win 67th minute free
that Healy struck the wrong side of

3R
["-'llu‘lhlh:tm’ati

Nmore-Maree)

Al bk, A1om00N for te G
ull-back. Along With ¢ way
Sorcha McCartan ¢, & four points
McCartan also pro, ﬂoder fol'._
assist for Cahalanw, o I“"E flicked
al,

:;az ai&ﬂ sold a dupyy rnfi;d‘i

cCarthy’s opening o/t cﬂf’f{;:&l

. al.
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4, Méabh Cahalane
{5t Finbarrs)

Started on Miamh Miland but
couldn’t prevent the corner
forward from scoring two first-
half points: Got to grips with it
thereafter and her work-rate was
immense. The victorious captain
set the tone.

= il
Appearing in her first All-treland senior
final, Ava was tasked to mark Aoife
Donohue. Donohue scored three
points but the rookie defender was
full of energy all through. Dictated
the tone,

6. Méabh Murphy
(Ballingr)

- 'y

Played sweeper, and played it to

-perfection. Had a dry run in this
role in the All-lreland semi-final
victory over Tipperary, Part of a
newly constructed half-back and
did her job superbly.

i o s iy A
s an All-reland senior final
debutant, had Niamh McPeake for
company at throw-in, but she didn't
put a foot wrong, Used the ball very
well and looked very'much at home
in her first Croke Park outing.

s S ety

Recovered from a hamstring
injury to line out at midfield. In
the thick of the action and always
looked dangerous in link-play.
Gave her all. It is her midfield
partnership with Laura Hayes,
they fit so well together.

< 9, Laura Hayes
_ | (5t Catherines)

Was the link around the middle third
and good at gaining possessionin
this area. Won a few frees. Moving

 her to the number nine jersey this
year has made a massive difference.
Scored a brilliant point to leval the
game early in the second half.

e & -
Clipped a second-half point
straight from the restart. It was a
rousing score that started the Rebel
comeback. Relentless runningis a
huge part of her game. Substituted
five minutes from time.

" 11, Saoirse McCarthy
% (Courcey Rovers)

immense in the second half. Her
goal was of the inspirational .
type and set Cork on their way.
Had to get around a couple

of defenders before nailing a
brilliant shot into the left corner
inthe 40th minute, The goal
came from a lengthy delivery.

9

) 12. Millie Condon
= {Ballinascarthy)

In her first startin an All-Irefand
senior final, she was everywhere,
full of running. Settled into the
game from the off. Won a lot of
dirty ball. Didn't score, but like
Geardid Hegarty in the hurling
final, she didn't have to.

7

4, Dervla Higgins
(Athenry)

| -
As she's been doing all summer,
Higgins operated at wing-back,
Her marker, Emma Murphy, had
anly one first-half shot. Higgins
herself pointed on the half hour,
having forced the turnover for that
score, Murphy pointed early in the
second-half, but didn't see out the
hour, Higgins had a 57th minute
shat skim the post

the crosshar.

5. Katie Manning
{Mullagh)

The corner-back thundered into
her debut final. Bar one late foul,

she bested Orlaith Cahalane across |

first-half. Manning’s turnover led to
Galway's second point, provided
the delivery for their third, stopped
Cahalane for their fourth, and
caught a Cork clearance for their
ninth. Surprise substitution on 42
minutes it

- g i.u.n" -

& 3 [
a4 i \ m‘»lrlru] kel"l
Monumental lay
off injured on 45 m::'!“ forced

all the hallmarks ¢ utes. Bore
cruciate, Cork's g, l'dreadet;l
hitting the flanks Iartenes_s in
half meant Hick, - opening
rr'mch as normal, g m?l'l tsweep as
vision to pick oy Can :Ed superb
first-half point. e Dolan for

5

7. Katie Anna Porter
(Davits)

Didn't follow her assigned Cork
forward, Millie Condon, who
operated from deep. Condon
was by far the more influential
of the pairing. Porter lacked for
assertion in this her first senior
final involvement.

6

8. Mly Hesnan
(Shamrocks)

Same as the June 6 opener between
the counties, Hesnan's brief was

1o shadow Saoirse McCathy so as

to allow Hickey sit and sweep. She
fouled McCartan for Cork's apening
score, Successful in that McCarthy
didn't have a first half shot, Second
half an altogether different tale, Mo
joy in containing Cork No.11.

R 8

B

| - ;' Cirtie Dolan

L e
Her heavy challeyy,,,
Hayes set the phy, ifaT? Laura
right through. Hllrlr_.u one, Led
Outstanding misy,.,, :.m the edge.
short to Kelly with .o > 90ing
free, Twa narrow -J,.l;"”‘ minute
Superb fetching o, 1:;:'|'talf ».-.-Ldes
out. Assisted 0-2 firs ¥'s puck-
two of the four fre, st-half, Wan

“the coveted.
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10, Niamh Mallon
X (Sarsfizlds)

Alate promotion to the line-up,

in place of Aine Keane, This was
Mallon's first start since coming off
injured 30 minutes into Galway's .
champlonship opener on June

6 -and it showed during the 15
minutes she was on the field
before her shoulder went once
again. Fouled Laura Hayes for
Cork's second peint.

5

11, Niamh McPeake
(LEam Mellows)

Anonymous first half. Millie Condan
operating in her vicinity, an top of
lsobel Sheehan tagging presence,
discommoded her. Fouled Amy
O'Connor for converted Cork free on
52 minutes, One second-half point,
another attempt short. Failed to
replicate earlier championship form,

s
1 ""-"'4-!':‘1-? Donahue

Rose to the occay,, N
surprise there. Save 0

| outstanding p"”';frr.q er

| ofthe thampigmhir‘ {nca:
decider. Forced f, 4 or the
of turnovers, Clips,.. al tray

121
points, won the 1Ij":{fve; three
another. 5o busy !h;er or
comeback effory marnon

3 1/

2
' 13. Amy 0'Connor
= == (St Vincent’s)
Arrowed over five frees, four were in
the first half and some from tricky
positions. Came into the final as
Cork’s top scorer with 1-22, seven of
these from frees.

14, Grlaith Cahalane
{5t Finbarr’s)

w i

= '\L_ . *%"'-'-
X ~

Her move in nearer the postsin
the second half was pivotal, Has
great awareness of where her
teammates are, She and Sorcha
McCartan are club mates and
have a huge understanding of
each other's play. Initial ball for
the goal came all the way from
Amy Lee.

91>

15. Sarcha McCartan
S (5t Finbarr's)

A quality player and made
for the big stage. She slotted
four points from play and was
fouled for some more. Her
ability to catch cleanly, turn
and strike over the shoulder is
a real crowd-puller. Subbed in
the 60th minute with a broken
finger.

8

13. Hiamh Niland
{Qarinbridge)

Galway's breakout performer.
Provided her team's opener

after three Galway efforts inside
opening two minutes came to
nought. And while her second
point attempt fell short, Niland
doubled her tally on 22 minutes.
Top-scorer from play with 0-4. Won
the turnaver for their 11th, Hita
pair of momentum-sapping wides

6

14. Ailish O'Rellly
{Oranmare-Mades)

A first All-lreland final that simply
did not go for the long-serving
32-year-old. None of the smart
influence that defined her four
winning-final displays. One of

two Galway forwards not to score.
Was fouled for a converted free. A
pair of white flags came from her
turnovers won, Withdrawn on 53
minutes. i

in injury-time.

15 Cacimhe Kelly
Heifields)

The teenager repe.,
up to the mark | r::z;fct:ﬂ:d
when fed. Thrse fyr, oo o half
points. Had Lthb.,,r&h i
serious bother, ;.111__',& gerin
12th point and "'f"an'ﬁ:, ?a!u;ay 5
their 17th. & frae for

SUBS: Jennifer Hughes (5] for Miamh Mallon on 15mins
lined hersummer; Ineffective In conatraining Laura Har,

s injured Hickey: Shauna Healy (5) can
on Corcoran (6] were difving and [mpac

in far her Arst invelrement since

- Hughes first invalvement slnce theleaque final g, o
antually taken back off Alng g, "

2025 final, Malréad

thul fanwarcs whin sprung, The farmer sHolld havigoaled
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Armaghend
Croke Park
hoodoo and
fairy-tale
Cavanrun

0-17

PREMIER JUNIDR CAMOGIE FINAL

Armagh finallyended their Croke Park

hoodoo but were made to sweat bya

Cavanside that hadin't even ficlded a
team at the start of the year.

There was notawholelot between
the sides inan outstanding game but
the Armagh defence held firmwhen
Cavan threw caution to the wind in
the closing 10 minutes,

In particular, a phenomenal hook
by Eimear O'Kane and a point-blank
save by Ciarrai Devlin denied Niaimh
Keelaghan two golden goal oppor-
tunities that would have turned the
game on its head in those chaotic fi-
nal stages,

Interms of scoring, the game was
wonat theend of the first halfand start
of the second, as PYOMullan's balance
of youthand experience transformed
atwo-point deficit five minutesbefore
the break toa five-point lead within 10
minutes of the resumption.

From there, and thanks to the re-
sistance of their stoul rearguard, they
werejustabout able to keep the Bref-
fniwomenat arm’s length.

The first halfwas a high-octane al-
fair,withgreat handling and huge in-
tensity. Cavan had beatenArmagh by
nine points in the group stages, and
began extremely confidently with a
couple of early points.

Eimear Brady got them underway
witha monstrous score from outside
the 635 and the magnificent Roisin
(rKeeffe supplemented that quickly.

It was nip and tuck for the rest of
the first hall onee Sinéad Quinn and
Corinna Doyle brought Armagh lev-
¢l for the first time. Cavan did re-es-
tablish another two-point advantage
when O'Keelfeadded toa point by Sh-
anise Fitzsimons in the 23rd minute,

Gear

Armagh picked upagear thoughand
scored eight of the next nine points.
EimearHayes, froma free, gave them
10:9to 0-8 interval advantage.

Quinn, Trainor and Doyle all split
the postsafter the restart and itwas
0-14 1o (-9 by the 40th minute.

Armagh would not score for an-
other 15 minutes however, as Philip
Brady’s squad dug deep.

Ciara Geoghegan reacted well to
doublea point after Emma Mulvaney
saved from Quinn toend the rot and
though Bradybrought her tally seven
froma free, Armagh then stretched
the gap out to four again, Trainorand
Doyle on target.

Keenaghan did geta point o leave
the prospectofasmash-and-grab goal
but Armagh held out for a deserved
victory.

SCORERS - Armiaghs R Teirioe 06 {365, 145): Ohuier, 04
E MefGeary, € Doyle 0.2 eachc E Hapis, € Geoghenan, C
il {f) 0 each. Cavan: E Reacly 07 {56 R O'Keelfe 0-3: N
Keenaghan (-2, 5 Ftzsinons, H Fitzsimons, COReily 0-1
ARMAGH: C Devlin: M McCore, G McCann, M OHare;

E Ol¥ane, F Loughran, A McEntee: K Comnie, € Hl, E
HbcGeary, € Doyle. E Hayes; R Trainor, C Geoghegan,

& Chuinn, Sulos: N Foeker or Hill 41-46), Forke for
Geeghegan 36}

CAVAN: E Musheaney; R Fizsimaens, R Crowe McKeever: €
Stabvey; £ O'Selivan, H Firzsimons, A Tiemey: D Kaledel,
18 Knenaghan: E Brady, A Coyle, § Ftrsimeni: A O'Sulfvan,
ROk, A Conaty, Subs: C O'Reilyfor Cogle (30+1-h-1),
Ry foe A O Suivan (14), O Fryni For Cosaty (47), K.
Tiemey for Kaloddek (48),E Plunkatt for E OSulivan (56)
REF:S Foley (Carlow)

o e

Corksurvive &
late final

dramato

CORK 214
GALWAY 0-19
DARAGH O CONCHUIR

ALLIRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL

Corkarc back on the summitof the Glen
Dimplex All-Ireland senior camogie
championship, goals in the 39th and
46th minutes by Saoirse McCarthyand
Orlaith Cahalane propelling the Rebels
toa 31st title in front of a record crowd
of 33.419.

It seems a long time ago now since
theylostin the league to Antrim on home
territory, though the Saffrons illustrated
their calibre by sauntering totheinter-
mediate crown earlierin the day. Still,
it has been a serious rebuilding job by
Ger Manley and Co.

That said.at the interval, as theytrailed
by 0-9 to 0-7, you would have said that
the better team were in front.

Galway, who prevailed when these
sides met in last year’s final, had come
into the game with injury concerns and
the gamble of starting Niamh Mallon
did not payoff as the Sarsfieldsace ag-
gravated a shoulder inflicted initial-

complete
remarkable
rebuild job

Iy against the same opponents in the
group stages carly on. She departed
in the l4th minute.

The hugely influential Ciara Hickey
suffered a knee injuryin the second half
and that certainly had an impact when
she left the frayat the three-quartermarke

Cork had hit the front by then, one
should note, McCarthy slamming to
the roof of the net after an audacious
hop of the sliotar off the sod to make
it -1 to O-1L

The excellent Niamh Niland point-
ed at the other end but from Amy Lee's
lengthy puck-out, the fantastic Sorcha
McCartan got a flick on. Orlaith Ca-
halane had taken the chance and with
that heavenly touch she possesses, con-
trolled first time, and once the ball was
in her paw, she was always going tofind
that gaping far corner. Low and deadly.

Five points wasnow the margin and
with Hickey gone, the supply to Niland
and the equally outstanding Caoimhe
Kelly had dried up.

They created a couple of half-chances
of goals but nothing really gilt-edged.
As ever, Carrie Dolan would not accept
defeat. Aoife Donohue brought the war-

s

riormode too but Dolanwas truly heroic,
winning primary possession, carrying,
holding back the tide.

Cork were more than happy to give
away frees, which she would convert,
rather than allow her to build up ahead
of steam. They had earned that right by
building an advantage.

Given some of the collisions she had
been involved in - receivingand inflict-
ing - it was a marvellous effort by the
Galway skipper, but in truth, thatcould
be said of many others, including Cork's
LauraHayes. And when that duo met, the
sparks flew. It was wonderful to watch.

Point by point, Galway edged back.
Isobel Sheehan, looking like a veteran
rather than someone playing her first
final, had been so poised throughout
and came up with a massive hook to
prevent a shot on goal.

An injury to McCartan was a factor
at the other end, even though the min-
imum five minutes of injury time - it

finished at seven - was just about 1o
begin when she had to be substituted.

Cork led by four at that juncture,
however, and lost four long puck-outs
in that period.

At the death, another foul and Galway
had a free just outside the arc. Cathal
Murray gave goalkeeper Sarah Healy the

call. It was a one-in-a-million shot, with

28 players between herand the rigging.

Unfortunately for her, she got under
the shot as she went for power and it
flew over.

With that, Gavin Donegan blew the
whistle and delirium ensued.

The ferocity of the first halfwas what
we have become accustomed to, but it
still made youwince and think of D'Uin-
helievables. If Cork were knocked out
of theirstride thisyear, they were ready
for the war this time.

Theywere finding little change in at-
tack, though, particularly once Hickey
settled into proceedings and started

ANTRIM 1-22
LAOIS 0-1

ALLIRELAND INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE FINAL

Aruthless second-hall performance that
sawAntrim land 13 out of their 16attempts
ongoal from the 34th minute onwards, was
enough todrawaline under the county’s
one-yearstint outside the senior cham-
pionship and send them back up to top
tier camogie for 2027

Raisin McCormick and Eobha McAl-
lister landed five scores from play apiece
over the course of the hourwith MeCor-
mack firingin the only goal, and on topof
that, astring of precision dead-ball strikes
that put cleardaylight between the sides.

Yetwhen Laois started the second half
with three of the first four poinis the un-
derdog win was there to be seized.

TheSalfrons did threaten to overwhelm
their opponents early on, firing close-
range points through Lucia McNaught-
on and MeAllister,

]

3

Réisin McCormick
Meanwhile, the Antrim full-backline
didn’t concede a score from play while
Shannagh Hegarty was as firmas a tid-
al wall on the 45, blocking down three
Laois allempls on goal.

Still, therewas nothing the Antrim de-
fence could do when Grilinne Delaney
and Clodagh Tynan fired points to setile
the O'Moore Countyand level the tie.

The infrequency of theirscores meant
that Laois continued to be on the ropes
and Catherine Kirby's reaction when she
failed to test the 'keeper from the edge

of the square, merely drawing a white
flag, wasaclearindication that she knew
they needed to land a haymaker or two.

MeNaughton intercepted a pass Lo set
up McCormick and McAllisterstruck an-
othersublime pointon the nunin two high-
lightreel plays forAntrimin the second
quarter but despite leading 0-9 1o 0-5 at
hall-ime, theywere far from outof sight.

Points from Tynan, Aimee Collier and

in the first four minutesof the sec-
ond half further heightened the tension,
and Antrim faced into the most critical
half hourof their entire season.

With that pressure on theirshoulders,
Elaine Dowds' team produced a master-
classin creation and executionin front of
the posts to explode past the opponents.

Janey Mclntosh got the ball rolling
witha neat finish, McAllister took pos-
sessionin the corner and putapointon
a plate for Hegarty with a sublime pass,
and the gradient of the mountain that
Laoishad to climb was multiplied in the
42nd minute when the breaking ball fell

Classy Antrim hit turbo to shake off Laois

perfectly for McCormick to scoop itupon
the run. Asidestep was enough to open
up the goal chance, and the Loughgiel
attacker putthesliotarin the eorner.
added twomore points but that
forlorn chase for goals left the midland-
ers stretched arthe back and Antrim kept
adding points, shooting five in the last
10 minutes to emphatically confirm that
senior championship eamogic is their
natural home, one they will happily re-
visil next summer.
SCORERS - Antrim: R McCormick 111 {0-56.0-245) €
MeAlister 0-5: M Kelly 0-3; L McNaughton, ) Wiclntosh, §

Hegarty -4 each Laoks: C Tynan 0-4 (27); G Detanky 0-3: A
Collier 0:2 (); € Kirby, K. O'Keatfe 0-1 each,

ANTRIM: C Grahare; C Pattersan, C Conlon, € Mcaughlon;
€ Mckillop. K Molloy, 5 Hegarmy, A Bavle, L Mehaugheoo:
Kelly, Rt MeCorméck, N MeAtamney; J Mclrdosh, C Geiffin, E

for Pattarson (56, A Ferris for Mchaughton (56)

LADIS: A Lawry: L Fintay. A Firkay, K Whelar: L Coaroy, €
Tynan, R Deegan: S Creagh. J Beegin: K O'kseite, G Delaney,
 Kirby; K Keenan, A Cofer, 5 Deliney. Subs: E Hazsen for
Kirby (36), A ODea for Keersan (45}, A Lacey lor Déegan (52).
5 Flesning for O Keelfe (571, A Carrcd For Whtlin (57).

REF: Jo Muliins (Clars).



feeding balls, left and right. Kelly and
Niland were unerring and Dolan loft-
ed astupendous score from tight to the
Hogan Stand touchline, following a deft
side-step. _

Cork needed frees to stay in touch,
four from Amy O'Connor and one from
MeCarthy but McCartan was 2 big out-
let. showing well, andherability to make
anonsense of angles and distance got
her the Rebels' only scores from play
in that period. '

Trailing by two points at the break
was probably a win for the Leesiders,
and they thundered out of the traps on
the resumption, the tireless Emma Mur-
phy beginning a run of four out of five
points for her side.

Suddenly, theywere ahead and Niamh
McPeake needed alovely finish to bring
the teams level on 0-11 apiece.

Itwas from that puck-out though, that
MeCarthy goaled with typical genius
and Cork put the pedal to the metal. At

the same time, they were beginning to
exert pressure in the middle third and
further back, Libby Coppinger was a
model of consistency. Cahalane’s green
flag put clear daylight between them.
Galway were always going to come
back but they had left themselves too
much to do. That they gave this game
so much will be of no consolation to
them, however.
To the victors, the spoils.
SCORERS — Cork: § McCarthy 1-2 (0-1f); A O'Conor D-5s;
S MeCaran 0-4: O Cahatane 11 L Hayes, E Murphy 01
cach. Gabway; C Dolan 0-5 {4fs); N Nitand 0-4: C Kelly, A
mmﬁg&mnmmuum M Dillcn, S Healy
=1 £
CORK: A& Lee; | 'Regan, L Coppinger, M Cahalane: A
Fiezgerald, M Murphy, | Sheehan; A Thompson, L Hayes; E
Merphy, § MCarthy, M Condon: A O'Cennar, § MeCartan,
0 Calalane.: Subs: O Mulins for E Murphy (36), H Ryan for
MicCartaninj (60+1)
GALWAY: Sarah Healy; K Manning, R Black, R Hansify; D
Higgins, C Hickey, K A Porter: A Hesnari, € Dolan: A Donohe,
1 McPeake. M Mallon: N Nitand, & O'Reilly. C Kelly. Subs: )
Hughes for Malon (remporary 17), A Keane for Dolan (17-19).
Shauna Healy for Manning (42), Keane for Hickey inj (45). M
Dllon for O'Redlly (52), S Corcoran for Hughes {57)
REF: G Donegan (Dubdin)

Camogie AlHireland Senior Championship Final
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‘It’'s devastating to lose,
they put so muchintoit’

NIALL SCULLY

Itwasjustafter the Angelus bellwhen
Cathal Murray arrived into the press
room deep in the Hogan Stand.

Ttwasa hard place to be. Galway had
just lost the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
senior camogie final,

Yet he was gracious, and as honest
as the day was long.

“Goals win games," he announced.
“Cork got two of them. And that's what
decided it”

“There are no gripes from me, The
two best teams get to the All-Ireland
final, and Cork were the best team on
the day;” he added following the Mun-
ster side's 2-14 to 0-19 success.

“We are disappointed, but you have
to hold your hand up to Cork. We were
inagood spot. ltwas a case of keeping
doing what we were doing.

“But Cork got a purple patch. And
they are really good when they get
momentum. They got some serious
scores during that period. And the sec-
ond goal they scored was a real sucker
punch forus.

“If you had told me at the start of
the day that we'd get 19 points in the
AllIreland final, Iwould have taken it.

“But, as I said, it was the goals that
were the difference.”

Murraypraised the resolve of his side.

“The players died with their boots
on. We are very proud of them.

“We are a young team. For a lot of
players, it was their first All-Ireland
final, They really stood up.

“Those young players are going to
be great players for Galway going for-
ward. And that'swhat you want to see,

“Niamh Mallon and Ciara Hickey
going off injured were massive blows
to us. But we are really proud of the
way the team reacted. They kept go-
ing. They battled on.

“Wewent 214 to 0-14 down, but Cork
did not score after that.

“We managed to score the next five
points. We really brought the game
to them in the last 10 minutes, but it
wasn't enough.

“This group has always shown re-
silience. We showed such resilience
to get back into the game.

Galway player Ava Lynskey, le
Parlcpitch after the final Piaras

“We have our regrets, but every los-
ing team has. [tjustwasn't to be forus
today, butit’swell done to Cork. They
are aterrific team,

“We missed a few chances by inch-
es. That's the way it goes. That's where
All-ireland finals are won and lost”

The Galway boss was pleased that
the 33,419 attendance got such an ex-
citing duel. Cork and Galway is the
big modern-day rivalry of the sport.

“We seem to bring the best out of
eachother, he reflected. “It was a bril-
liantadvert for camogie. It looked like
an unbelievable game from where |
was standing on the sideline, and
hope that was the case.

“Camogic hasgone tonewlevels now.
With the strength and conditioning
and the physicality. It’s brilliant to see.

*1spoke to the referee [Gavin Don-
egan] after the match, and [ thought
he did areally good job.

“Therewas plenty of challenges and
physicality out there, but he let the
play go. And that is what we want. That
is what we have been crying out for.

By the end of the game, both sides

and Katie Anna Porter sit on the Croke
Midheach/Sportsfile

had several U-23s out there, so there
are two super groups coming through.

“We are proud of the consistency we
brought to the season. We felt we had
ahuge performance brewing, andwe
certainly got that performance.

“It's devastating to lose an All-Tre-
land final. Gut-wrenching. The plavers
work so hard. They put so much intoit,

“It was just one of those games.
We had our chances coming down
the stretch.

“There'salways what-ifs, but I'm sure
Cork had what-ifs last vear,

“We must have had eight or nine
U-23s on the field at the end of the
game. This will be a huge learning
curve for them.

“We want to be competitive. We
want to be here every year. “We had
the garda escort today coming into
Dublin. When you do that once, you
want it every vear,

“But that's sport. That’slife. You have
to live with it

"You have to get upand go again. And
hopefully our hungerwill make usan
even better team next year”



Cork Player Ratings:
McCartan and Hayes
power Cork to victory

Amy Lee (Na Piarsaigh):
Galway largely sat off on
puckouts, which meant Lee
was tempted to go short regu-
larly. There was more variety
to her restarts in the second
half. Both goals came from
long deliveries. 8

Izzy O'Regan (Ballygar-
van): In the thick of the action
from the throw-in, though
Galway were extremely dan-
gerous up top. Settled well, as
did the rest of the younger
funs. 7

Libby Coppinger (St
Colum’s): Niamh Niland and
Caoimhe Kelly clipped some
super first-half points, but
there was little their markers
could do as Galway were find-
ing them in pockets of space.
Had to make some last-gasp
tackles, and fouls, coming
dovwn the stretch. 7

Meabh Cahalane (St Fin-
barr’'s): Captain and one of
the most experienced Rebels
on the big stage. Made her
presence felt as the game wore
on. 7

Ava Fitzgerald (Sars-
fields): Drove out with pos-
session time and again. In-
volved in three scores by
breaking past the halfway
line. Disciplined defensively. 8

Meabh Murphy (Ballino-
ra): The young centre-back
took a while to find her feet,
with Galway spreading the
play out wide. Very effective
as the sweeper in the closing
325 minutes, 8§ b .

Isobel Sheehan (Eire Og):
Worked hard. Like the rest of
the defence, came to the fore
in the second half. 7

Ashling Thompson (Mil-
ford): Typical leadership
around midfield from the vet-
eranin her 11th senior All-Ire-
land. Moved up to centre-for-
ward in the second half to
squeeze Galway, and was re-

Ava Fitzgerald breaks past llatha annilfy.

CAMOGIE
= Eamonn Murphy

warded with a remarkable
seventh medal. 7

Laura Hayes (St Cather-
ine’s): Put in and took some
monster hits in the first half,
getting fouled for two con-
verted frees. Scored a neat
point after the break, and was
an absolute warrior. 9

Emma Murphy (Glen
Rovers): Had to operate too
deep initially to be a scoring
threat. Opened the second half
with a classy point, and
tackled ferociously. 7

Saoirse McCarthy (Cour-
cey Rovers): Nailed a huge
free and showed flashes of her
class early on without impos-
ing herself. Completely upped
the ante from there, including
a sensational geal. Quality

-point to push Cork six ahead

late on, which turned out to be
match-winning. 8

Millie Condon (Ballinas-
carthy): Another newcomer.
Very energetic and ran herself
to a standstill. 7

Amy 0'Connor (S5t Vin-
cent's): Clinical from frees,
but on the fringes from play
early. Had some key involve-
ments in the second half. 7

Orlaith Cahalane (St Fin-
barr’s): Set up a point and
fouled for a free in the first
half, but too often starved of
ball. Ice-cool finish for Cork’s
second-half goal. 8

Sorcha McCartan (5t Fin-
barr’s): Bagged a pair of ex-
ceptional points in the open-
ing 80 minutes when scores
from play were very hard to
come by. Her flick led to Ca-
halane's goal, and was fouled
for two frees. My Player of the
Match. 9.

Subs: Orlaith Mullins and
Hayley Ryan on late,

Picture: Ben Brady.‘!ni
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REBEL YELL: The Cork team celebrate with the 0'Duffy Cup at Croke Park after heating Galway.

m Mary Newman

Cork 2-14
Galway 0-19
In front of a record-breaking attendance
of 33,419, Cork regained the Glen Dim-
plex All-Ireland title after a heart-stop-
ping five minutes of added time, where
they had to withstand a late Galway
rally before a stunning vietory.

* Against all the odds, after losing so
many key plavers before the season,

‘Cark are champions again for the 31st

time. They had a slow start, but were
superb in the second half, powering two
goals ahead after stunning strikes by
Sapirse MeCarthy and Orlaith Cahal-
ane.

Up 2-14 to 0-14 after 57 minutes, Gal-
‘way scored the last five points, includ-
ing a goal-bound free in the last play
which keeper Sarah Healy came up to
take, but got under to slam it over the

bar.

_ The final whistle went on that note,
Ger Manley's side deservedly holding
on to reverse last year's defeat which de-
nied the Rebels’ three in arow.

Cork looked nervous in the opening
minutes before Niamh Niland split the
posts. Frees from Amy O'Connor and
Saoirse McCarthy edged Cork in front,
but Galway responded well with two
Caoimhe Kelly points and one from Car-
rieDolan.

Meabh Murphy and Ciara Hickey op-
erated as sweepers, but Galway were
still finding it easier to score from play
in the first 30 minutes. The tension was
high, and there was a lot of high tackling
and heavy hits. Galway captain Carrie
Dolan saw vellow after 16 minutes for a
high challenge on Millie Condon.

MecCarthy converted the resulting
free, and a Sorcha MeCartan point le-
velled. Cork were twice turned over as
Dolan and Niland grabbed the initiative.

Amy O'Connor pointed a free after an-
other heavy hit on Laura Hayes, but
MecCartan slotted over from an acute
angle to level matters for the third time.

Galway were looking sharper, and
their experience was showing. Aoife
0'Donoghue, Dolan, and Cacimhe Kelly
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Having just won her first sen-
jor All-Ireland camogie
medal, Millie Condon was one
of the last to leave the hal-
lowed Croke Park field as she
savoured the whole occasion.

The Ballinascarthy dyna-
ma's work rate was incredible.
She more than played her part
in Cork's 31st All-Ireland by
overcoming rivals Galway.

“It's a surreal feeling, to be
honest, 1 cannot believe we've
done it,” Condon said.

“We knew we had it in us
and that Galway would really
put it up to us, but we had faith
in our own ability and I sup-
pose that stood to us in the
end."”

Condon came into the sen-
jor starting 15 late in the sea-
som, having earlier in the yvear
landed an U23 All-Ireland.

“Tt was a great year with the
U23s and, in fairness, there
was no pressure from the sen-
ior management.

“We played away with the
U23 team and it was brilliant
to win that, and now today to
win the senior title is really a
dream come true.”

Condon paid huge tribute to
the more experienced players
on the side and how they
helped the yvounger players —
not just in the final but all sea-
son.

“The senior girls are unreal,
to be fair to them. They sup-
ported us and helped us all
year,” she said.

“Anything we needed to
know or wanted fo ask any of
them, they are always there
for us.
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Cork's Millie Condon takes on Carrie Dolan and Niamh Niland of Galway. Picture: Tom Maher/Inpho

had them 0-9to 0-6in front before another
O’Connor free two minutes into added

time.

Cathal Murray’s side could have been
more than two points up, given their in-
tensity, work-rate, and classy scores. -

Cork hit the ground running on the
restart, though. Emma Murphy and
Hayes tied it up again within three min-
utes, Now pressing hard, Cork were ask-
ing big questions of Galway's defence.

" Dolan and Orlaith Cahalane traded
cores to leave it 0-11 each.

‘Goals win games, and Cork snatched
two in the space of six minutes.

The first came after Saoirse MeCarthy
grabbed a long Amy Lee delivery, turned
down an easy point, and fired a rasper

past Shauna Healy to give Cork a lead “They encouraged and sup-
which they held to the finish. = ported all the players who
Now playing with confidence, this came in this vear.

“I was on the panel last year
and I suppose that helped me
as 1 was learning all the time.

“To get an opportunity to
make the team this year was

young Cork side went for it. Niland,
sister of Galway hurlers Aaron and Evan,
pulled a point back; but, gathering an-
other long Lee pass, Orlaith Cahalane
finished to the net after a terrific first
touch.

Cork's Méabh Murphy and Galway's Caoimhe Kelly.

O’'Connor nailed another free, and
MecCartan’s fourth from play pushed
Cork six in front. g

Niland and McCarthy swapped points
after Dolan turned an easy point from a
free to chase a goal. ¥

That turned out to be a mistake, be-
cause Galway threw everything they had
at Cork defence, and four successive
points had the margin at two in the final
minute of added time. ¢

Cork worked the puckout up the pitch
cleverly, but then lost possession in the
middle third, which ended with the free
just outside the arc. , as

Lee was summoned to try to blast a
match-winning goal with every other
player in front of the sliotar.

To the Rebels' relief, her shot was too
hard and rose over the bar for a point;
that didn’t deny Cork an All-Ireland title

that looked highly unlikely back in the
spring when their new-look side wasina
league relegation battle.

Seorers for Cork: S McCanhy 1-2 (0-1 1), A O'Connor
0.5 {. S McCartan 0-4, O Gahalane 1-1, E Murphy, L
Hayes 0-1each.

Seorers Galway: C Dolan 0-5 (0-4 1), M Mitand 0-4, A
o . C Kelly 0-3 sach, D Higgins, N MoPeake,
1A Dillen, Sarah Healy (f) 0-1 each.

CORIK: A Lee; | O'Regan, L Coppinger, M Cahalanga
(c); A Fitzgeraid, M Mﬁﬁ: Sheehan; A Thompson, L
Hayes: E Murphy, SM y, M Cendon; A O’ f
0 Cahalana, S McCartan, i

gubs: O Mullins for E Murphy (55), H Ryan for 8
McCartan (60),

GALWAY: S Healy: R Hanniffy, R Black, D Higgins; K
Manning, C Hickay, KA Porter; A Hesnan, G Dolan (e)
1 Matlon, N McPeaks, A Danohue; N Niland, A O'Railly,
C Kelly.

Subs: J Hughes for N Mallon (17 inj), 8 Healy for K
Mannion (40}, A Ksane for C Hickey (45 inj), M Dillon
for & O'Reilly (52), S Corcoran for J Hughes (57).
Referee: Gavin Donegan (Dublin).

Cork overcame losing a multitude of players
earlier in the season to claim their 31st title.

Millie Condon passes Niamh M

i d W

Picture: Paul Phelan

Condon: Experienced
players have been
supporting us all year

CAMOGIE
o Mary Newman

something I really appreci-
ated,

“Fvery one of the senior
players helped and encour-
aged me and all the other new
girls who made the step up
this year.

“When you have players
like that around you, it makes
all the difference, and it helps
you settle into the squad.”

While it wasn't her [irst
time in Croke Park with a
Cork side, it was her first time
starting in a final, but the oc-
casion really didn't get to her
atall,

“The walk around before
the game really helped you get
the feel of the atmosphere and
what to expect during the
game.

“The crowd were there for
the intermediate final and the
atmosphere was building up
all afternoon, and I knew what
it was going to be like.”

The parade was very much
enjoyed by the West Cork ace.

“Yes, it was really enjoyable
and, to be honest, 1 wasn't
really that nervous, [ suppose,
as 1 said, having come out ear-
lier and had the walk around,
it helped settle the nerves.”

Giving a solid performance
in the No 12 jersey, she played
a roving role, coming out
around the middle, winning a
lot of ball, and helping to
break up a lot of Galway’s for-
ward play.

“T suppose we knew we had
to work hard and win the 50-50
balls and, after a shaky start,
we did that in the second half.

“1'm just delighted to have
been part of this Cork team of
great players, and so delighted
for us that we made up for last
vear and won this year."

zPealt.Pir:_lum: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile
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Nobody stopped, nobody blinked in
oic instalment of ferocious rivatry

Denis
Walsh
at Croke Park

McCartan was outstanding
player on the field despite
playing with a broken finger

nthis see-saw, neither of them can

let go. Cork won barely when it

looked for awhilelike they would

win easilyand justlike every game
that has mattered in this rivalry over the
lastseven years, they looked each otherin
the eye and held the stare. Nobody blinked.
Nobody would dare.

Nothing was resolved until the eighth
minuteof stoppage time. Galway wona
free outside the Cork D and Sarah Healy
was summoned from the Hill 16 end with
hershooting hurley, Just likein the
Hollywood Westerns she was faced with
the gunslinger's imperative; one shot,

Galway trailed by two points and every
outfield player was massed between her
and the Cork goal. From where Healy
stood, about 33 metres out, no route was
coming upon sat nav, The ball left her
hurley with foree but it flew over the bar.
Finally, that wasiit.

| Ithadbeenanextraordinary endgame.
| Corkled by six points with three minutes
| of normal time left, and having controlled
| the second half, the game was in the palm
| of their hand. But they couldn’t make a fist
| and Galway kept coming. ,
As the game swooned into five minutes
ofindicated stoppage time, Galway rattled
over four points in as many minutes and
| didn'tgive up on a goal. Carrie Dolan,
| Galway's outstanding captain, tried to
manufacture a chance witha short free to
Miamh Niland and a couple of minutes

| later Dervla Higgins came up fromwing

| back and fired ashot that whistledacross

| the Cork square.

Cork's game management in thelast 10

minutes was loose, and their decision

| making was clouded. They played short

| puck-outs to open targets inside their own

| 45, but they carrieditinto congested

| areas, and some passes didn’t go to hand.
Those turnovers renewed Galway's
momentum.

Massivedeliveries

Ultimately, though, the game swung on
two second-halfl goals. Just like hurling,
camogie is full of short passes now and
premeditated means of managing the ball,
but both of Cork’s goals came from
massive deliveries by their goalie Amy Lee.
Both times, she played a one-two with
Libby Coppinger and let fly,

For the first goal, Saocirse McCarthy
madea terrific catch about 40 metres out
and ran straight for the Galway goal. She
bounced the ball once off the ground to put
afew coinsin the meter and then hit ashot
that might not have beaten Sarah Healy
| everytime.

Forthe second goal, Healy had no
chance. The outstanding Sorcha
MeCartan deflected Lee's towering
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Corlk led by
six points
with three
minutes of
normal time
left and the
game was in

the palm of
their hand.
But they
couldn’t
malke a fist
and Galway

kept coming

deliveryinto the path of herclubmate
Orlaith Cahalane and she found the net
with a fierce drive that bounced into the
far corner.

Galway had not conceded agoal in this
vear'schampienship, but Ger Manley said
that Cork had goals on their mind. In last
year's All-Ireland final, all three of Cork’s
inside forwards were replaced by the 48th
minute, but thistime they were the
difference.

“We were disappointed in the first half
that we didn’t get the ball into our
full-forward line,” said Manley. “We have
an exceptionally good full forward line.
MeCartanis not far off Player of the Year,
she's been so good. Amy O'Connor is
lethal. Orlaith Cahalane, we call her Messi,
she hastime on the ball constantly. You
saw the goal she got- did she panic? No,
she spuntered inand flashed itinto the
corner.”

MecCartan playedthe gamewitha
broken finger that she had picked upinthe
opening 10 minutes of the semi-finala
fortnightago butit was no impediment.

| Each of her four points was struck from
distance and from an angle and with
elegance. By a mile, she was the
outstanding player on the field.

Corkwon the tactical battletoo. At the
beginning of the second half Ashling
Thompson was switched to centre forward
where she reduced Ciara Hickey's
influence. Young Millie Condon, starting
her first All-Ireland, picked up Dolanand
didn’ttake a backward step. Laura Hayes,
though, bestrode the middle third with her
athleticism and herdrive. She scored two
points, but made an assist for four others,
an astonishing contribution froma
centrefielder.

Evolved
| Asaspectacle, it was avivid specimen of
the modern game. Itis only eight years
since an All-Ireland final was strangled by
thirty-six frees and by then the game had
evolved beyond the competence of its rules,
Someof the rules are different now but
nothing has changed more than attitudes.
The referee, Gavin Donegan, ignored
obvious foulsinaway that often happens
in the biggest hurling championship
matches, butnobody was giving out or
screaming for frees. For areferee, thatis
alwaysa high-wire act. Both teams were
| conditioned for contact and were steeled
forafight.

The ferocity that has characterised this
| rivalry in recent years was evident from
the beginning and never abated, Dolan
should have been booked for a frontal
tackle on Laura Hayes after afew minutes
when, perversely, not even afree was
awarded, Midway through the half,
though, she was booked foratackleon
MecCarthy and in the end, there were five
yellow cards.

Nobody stopped. Nobody blinked.

Rival managers call for team holiday fund for finalists

the two teams. We played them

Camogie Association urged to make
contribution as rivalry raises profile

GORDONMANNING
at Croke Park

Galway manager Cathal Mur-
ray has called on the Camogie
Association to contribute to a
team holiday fund for the
All-Ireland finalists every year.

The GAA provides €150,000
to the All-Ireland senior
football and hurling finalists
annually to help fund team
trips, but the sides appearing in
the camogie decider receive no
suchsubsidies,

*I think Cork and Galway
have been unbelievable the last

three years, and they've
brought camogie to a different
level," said Murray after
watching his side lose by a
single pointat Croke Park.,

“When we won the All-
Ireland last year, we were out
fundraising, the same when we
won the All-Ireland in 2019 -
going around to club matches
with buckets, asking people for
fivers, asking people for
tenners, asking people for
change,

*1 think it was 1993 when
Eddie O'Connor spoke in the
Hogan Stand and talked about

the GAA providing money fora
holiday. 1 know the GAA are
looked after now - €150,000.

“I think these girls deserve
[better], they don't need to go
collecting money in the next
fewweeks togo on a holiday,

“We talk about integration,
we talk about closing the gap
and it was brilliant to hear
Brian Molloy [Camogie Associa-
tion president] canvassing for
these players. [ think that needs
to be done now. 1 think camogie
deserves some money to be put
into a fund for a holiday for the
players, and not to have them
£0 out raising money over the
next few weeks.

“Cork were the same way in
2024, we were that way last
year, The two teams have done
50 much for camogie and so
much for promotion of the

‘ There's
nothing
between the two
teams. We played
them in 2023, a puck
of the ball; 2024, a
puck of the ball; last
year a puck of the
ball; this year a puck
of the ball - Cork
manager Ger Manley

sport that there should be some
financial link there for them
and some money putin, You're
not looking for an awful lot of
money - €20,000-€25,000
would dosomuch forus.”

‘Thegirisdeserveabreak’
Cork manager Ger Manley
agreed with Murray's senti-
ments.

“Oh, totally. 1 suppose we're
lucky enough with the sponsors
we get, but I'd agree that the
girls deserve a break.,” said
Manley.

Asfor Cork’s victory, Manley
admitted afterwards his side
had set out to deny Galway the
oxygen of goals while aiming to
raise a few green flags
themselves at the other end of
the lield.

“There's nothing between

in 2023, a puck of the ball;
2024, a puck of the ball; last
year a puck of the ball; this year
a puck of the ball," he said.

“We did targer goals. We've
only eonceded one goal [in the
championship], it was against
Galway and itwas late.

“But we target goals all the
time. We pushed up in the
second half, we pushed up on
Ciara Hickey, put Ashling
Thompson on her and | think
that nullified her a good bit.

“We felvif we got a goal that
our backs are tight and they
didn’tlook like getting a goal.

“If the ball is away from your
goalsand down the other end of
the field and you have good
forwards you have a huge
advantage - and we have good
forwards.”
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Ava Fitzgerald and Amy 0'Connor take a selfie. Picture: Tom Maher/Inpho

O'Connor on tuming
season around: ‘| never
doubted it for a second'

For Amy O'Connor, Cork’s
dramatic Glen Dimplex All-
Ireland camogie final victory
over Galway was more than
just another title.

It was vindication after a
difficult start to the season,
proof of the belief that never
wavered within the dressing
room, and, perhaps most im-
portantly, the sweetest suc-
cess of them all.

While many outside the
camp questioned Cork’s pros-
pects after a rocky league and
championship campaign that
included an unexpected defeat
to Antrim, O'Connor insists
she always believed the Rebels
would be standing on the steps
of the Hogan Stand as cham-
plons.

“1 think so, definitely,” she
said when asked if this was the
sweetest victory of her career.

“Obviously we had anawful
start to the year, everyone
knows that.

“But [ literally, and people
might laugh because it sounds
so cliche, I'didn't doubtitfora
second that we'd be here.

“I've been saying it since the
start. Bven on the days when
we were beaten by Antrim and
things weren't going well, I
knew we'd be here.”

Cork had to overcome one of
the toughest defences in the
country to reclaim the
O'Duffy Cup. .

Galway had conceded justa
single goal all year before the
final, but Cork struck twice
when it mattered most.

“We hadn't scored a whole
pile of goals this year com-
pared to previous seasons, but
that was partly down to the
structure and the way we were
playing as well,” O'Connor
said. .

“We knew we had a goodin-
side line and brilliant runners
coming off the shoulder from

CAMOGIE
E Rory Noonan

the half-forward line.
“We probably didn’t get the
ball in there as much as we'd

have liked today, but we knew
if it did go in that we were
lethal inside.”

O'Connor believes Cork's

willingness to meet Galway |

head-on was crucial.

“They bring a huge physi-
cality to the game, and I think
when we stand up to that, we

‘can match them," she said.

The Cork forward admitted
memories of last year's final
heartbreak provided addi-
tional motivation, but she was
adamant that belief within the
sguad never diminished.

“Definitely, veah. Jesus,
after last yvear this is very
sweet,” she said. “As [ said, we
never doubted it for a second.”

While Cork’s goals grabbed
the headlines, O'Connor was
equally proud of the defensive
work and relentless effort
shown throughout the team.

“Galway love to crowd the
middle third, and it can be
horrible to play against, to be
honest,” she explained.

“But we knew if we could
stop them coming out with
quality ball and disrupt things
there, they'd be less likely to
get good ball into their inside
line. That's what we tried to
do.”

As celebrations began and
the reality of Cork’s triumph
started to sink in, O'Connor’s
overwhelming emotion was
not satisfaction, but relief,

“T'm delighted, but relieved
aswell, to be honest,” she said.

“As I said, it might sound
mad to some people, but I
didn’t doubt it for a second.

“I'm just delighted that we
got over the line today."”

_____CAMOGIE

m Stephen Barry

Cork’s 31st All-lreland camagie title
will rank among the county’s swee-
test for the nature of their 2026 tur-
naround, the player turnover, and
the rivalry with Galway.

The lingering image of the Rebels’ 2025
final defeat was Laura Haves and Saoirse
McCarthy sat together in tearful devas-
tation on the Croke Park turf,

It was an entirely different scene as the
teammates who have driven each other on
to greater heights since the age of 13 cel-
ebrated, with McCarthy lifting a jubilant
Hayes onto her shoulders at the Davin
End before raising the O'Duffy Cup to-
gether in the Hogan Stand. :

Cork did it with a mere two-point swing
from last year, swapping the agony of a
one-point defeat for the ecstasy of a one-
point victory.

It's a rare occasion for two teams to
meet in a repeat final and for one to flip
that result.

Cork have done it just four times, most

recently against Kilkenny in 2017, Prior to
that, their predecessors in the red jersey
achieved the same feat against Tipperary
in 2005 and Galway in 1997,
_ That rivalry fed into the record-break-
g 33,419 attendance and it showed on the
field, with big hits starting early and econ-
tinuing throughout the game. -

It makes all the difference when Cork
reflect on a sequence of six consecutive
finals to have now won three of the past
four, and the most recent pair after all-out
battles.

Ashling Thompson’s glittering career
links the 2014-18 era of success with this
latest abundant spell. As a testament to
her longevity and Cork’s production line
of talent, her seven All-Ireland medals
were won playing alongside 44 different
;&aﬂmlat&s on the field of play in those fin-

8,

February's home loss to Antrim is long
in the rearview mirror now and the tal-
ented gems uncovered this year could be-
come the foundation for another rich
seam of Rebel success,

Difference-maker

Ultimately, Cork had to put two goals past

the previously unbeaten Sarah Healy to

hold just enough of a cushion into the_
frantic finale.

After a first half where Cork had

pointed just twice from play, those green

Saoirse McCarthy, Laura H

ayes and Ciara 0'Sullivan after the shattering loss to Gaiway in2025.

recapture the 0'Duffy Cup.

flags rounded out a dominant third
quarter which swung 2-4 to (-3 in their fa-
vour,

Not many teams have managed to pick
apart sweeper systems in finals. Cork had
five goals in 2023 and Galway three in
2019, but no other team has raised more
than one green flag since 2014,

Cork’s half-back line, featuring a newly
converted centre-back and two rookie
wing-backs, stood up to Galway's long
puck-outs. :

Méabh Murphy, Isobel Sheehan, and
Ava Fitzgerald, while also marking Aoife
Donohue, were the source of many Cork
turnovers. They were also, enough of the
time, able to negotiate the ball through the
lines from Amy Lee’s short restarts.

The goals were key in that regard.
Cork's 2-3 from their puck-outs contrasted
with Galway's 0-3.

Whereas they often attempted to work
the sliotar out shert, Lee’s route-one de-
liveries had the biggest pay-off. Both
times, she played a quick one-two to get
the extra yards on those long pucks.

Saoirse McCarthy's high catch, having
cleverly got in behind her marker, was a
goal befitting any All-Ireland final,

Picture: Ramsey Cardy/Sportshile
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Cork stars Saoirse McCarthy and Laura Hayes celebrate the final whistle after beating Galway to

How Cork beat
Galway to regain
the All-Ireland title
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adorned with her hopping the sliotar off
the turf and sidestepping a defender in
one flowing motion.

Then, Sorcha MeCartan showed superb
awareaness to guide the dropping ball into
Orlaith Cahalane's path. Her Barrs team-
mate Enew where the space was and
blasted home for the second consecutive
All-Ireland final,

It didn’t help the Westerners that Gal-
way had lost their sweeper, Ciara Hickey,
to injury in between those goals. Whereas
they were forced into changes, with
Niamh Mallon withdrawn earlier, Cork
kept them to a minimum.

High press
Galway’s lifeblood was Cork turnovers.
They had 13 of their 19 points from that
source. Six of those turnovers were
earned in the opposition half.

Caorl had their own successes with nine
points from turnovers. Two came from
Murphy's effective sweeping.

They pressurised Galway clearances
for advanced turnovers for another three,
McCartan led the way. Her hard grait led
to Cork’s fifth and ninth points without
ever getting possession of the sliotar.

When she did, her four points were of
dazzling quality.

Laura Hayes was another standout, Her
midfield switch has paid off with omnipre-
sent performances.

She won two frees among Cork's first
five points. She assisted two of McCar-
tan's scores and another for Cahalane,
slotted one of her own, and was all over
every goal-hunting Galway attack in the
final chase.

In that chaotie finish, Galway pressed
up, picked off some puck-outs and turn-
overs, and reeled off the last five points.

Had the excellent Carrie Dolan not
gambled by going short to Cacimhe Kelly!
from a 56th-minute free, which Méabh Ca-
halane and Sheehan closed down, before
countering for a McCarthy point, who
knows how it all would've ended?

Last year, it was Cork rueing those fine
martgins, This year, they are celebratingl
every small effort.



Cork edge
out Galway
ingripping
decider
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Goals by McCarthy
anc Cahalane prove
game changers

Cork
Galway

Camogie’s great trilogy goes
to Cork as the O'Duffy Cup
travels back to Leeside for a
record 31 visit after a history-
mialking day in Croke Park.

Twa second-half goals fired
Cork to victory over rivals
Galway in what was another
gripping and physical All-
[reland senior camogie final
between the two current
heavyweights of the game.

Cork beat Galway by three
paintsin the 2024 decider, the
Tribeswomen gained revenge
with a4 one-point victory in
2025 and only the minimum
separated the sides again this
year with the Rebels edging a
contest played in front of
33,419 - the largest attend-
ance on camogie All-Treland
finalday. .

Galway led 0:9 o 0-7 at
half-time, but goals by Saoirse
MecCarthy and Orlaith Ca-
halane changed the complex-
ion of the game and left the
defending champions chasing
A six-point gap midway
throughthe second half.

Galway went out on their
shield though, scoring the last
five points and testing Cork's
mettle in a frenetic injury-
time period.

Unashamedly clear
Two Cork players were
booked in injury-time after
they dragged down Galway
attackers trying to force goal
opportunities. The message
was unashamedly clear, thou
shall not pass.

In the seventh minute of
five added on, and with two
points between the sides,
Galway were awarded a free
just outside the small arc,
directly in front of the Cork
goal.

Galway manager Cathal
Murray raced out to the pitch
and beckoned his goalkeeper,
Sarah Healy, to come down
the field and hit the free. As
ishe eyed the posts, every play-
er on the pitch was standing
between her and the Cork
goal.

_ possession as if each one was

position to kick on and claim
back-to-back titles.

Ciara Hickey was orches-
trating so much of their playin
her role as sweeper and Cork
couldn't seem to find a2 way to
curtail herinfluence.

With Hickey playing as a
sweeper, Ally Hesnan
dropped to centre back and
Niamh Mallon started in
midfield. With Carrie Dolan
showing her prowess in the air
and Caoimhe Kelly and Niamh
Niland popping over some
nice scores, Galway were full
value for a two-point interval
advantage.

But during the break Cork
decided the match would not
be played on the same termsin
the second half, The decision
to push Ashling Thompson on
top of Hickey was game-
changing.

Suddenly, Galway's highly
effective sweeper was no
longer afforded the time and
space o cut out passes or
create chances further down
the field. Cork hammered the
hammer.

The move might not have
necessarily rattled Galway but
they were visibly less comforta-
ble with the new terms of
engagement and as the
Tribeswomen tried to adjust,
Cork made hay.

L]

Real brilliance
In the 40th minute, McCarthy
produced a moment of real
brilliance - sidestepping
Rdisin Black before skipping
away from beth Katie Anna
Porter and Hesnan to smack
:_-:.he ball beyond Healy, 1-11 to
-11.

Moments later Hickey

suffered whatappearedtobea

serious knee injury and she |

had to be substituted.

In the 46th minute, a route

one ball down the field was
deftly knocked down by the
imperious Sorcha McCartan
for Cahalane, who flicked the
sliotar up without breaking
stride and arrowed it to the far
corner of the Galway net,
2-11 to 0-12,

Galway were taking on
water, they had shipped two
goals in six minutes, in be-
tween which their playmaking
sweeper had been forced off
injured. They had alse lost
Mallon to a shoulder injury in
the first half.

Cork had all the momen-
tum. Laura Hayes appeared to
be like a magnet to the ball
around the middle of the field,
Amy O'Connor was buzzing
around everywhere,
McCartan was the difference
maker.

She produced a tour de
force, finishing the game with
four fantastic points but also
having emptied herself with a
display of hard tackling, hard
hitting and raw aggression,
MeCartan competed for every

the last play ofthe game,

Cork camogie captain Méabh Cahal

but [

But Healy didn’t catch her
shoton the money and the ball
rose high and sailed over the
crossbar — the final whistle
sounding immediately.

“You probably saw me on
the field jumping and roaring
but it was the last puck of the
game, we werc told it was the
last puck of the game, said
Murray afterwards.

“There wasn't even an
option of passing the ball, it
just had to go and sco redirect.
Look, obviously Sarah Healy

has a serious shot in her. Fair
play to her for going up aqd
fair play to her for going forit.
Itjustdidn’tworkout,

“We probably had chances
before that just to leave the
minimum between the teams.
That's the way it goes. I'm
really proud of the character
we showed, especially in the

last 10-15 minutes and get
backintothe game.”

And vet at the interval
Galway looked in a strong

Outrageous '

She didn't even bother to look
at her outrageous over the
shoulder fourth point sailing
across the crossbar late on,
instead the Cork forward
stared towards the Hogan
Siand and celebrated. It
epitomised her drive and
beliefall afternoon.

“Sorcha McCartan played
with a broken finger today,”
revealed Cork manager Ger
Manleyafterwards. :

Perhaps that, actually, is

what epitomised Cork in this
final. The defeat to Galway
last vear didn’t break their
spirit.
At the final whistle, Galway
players fell to their knees
while “The Banks” started to
play around Croke Park. The
O'Duffy Cup is on its way to
Leeside once more, Cork are
back as camogie’s standard
bearers. It didn’t take long.
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GALWAY:SarahHealy (01, 11); Riisin Black.
Higgins (0-1), Ally Hesran, Katie AnnaPower,
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Worn=-out

Paul Keane

Ashling Thompson, the sweat still
barely dry since she won her seventh
All-Treland senior camogie medal, isn’t
sure about going again with Corkin
027, -

“It’s hard to know where I'm at, when
you've spent an entire season injured,”
says the 36-year-old midfielder. “Be-
cause everyone is like: "Will you give it
another go?” And if you asked me now,
:g]ld 1 am this tired, I'd probably say:
‘Mo,

“But1know that injury has dictated a
lot of my season this year and probably
is the reason that 1feel so fucking worn
out: burnout at fimes. So I'll have a
think over the winter.

" A fella said to me the other day: 'If
you think about it, that means you still
want it. If it's a straight-up ‘no’, that's
when you know it’s over’. So I'll see. If
I'm hungry for it again in the winter,
it’ll be back on."

Thompson's strugeles with a badly
broken elbow in March, and a ham-
string injury upon her return midway
through the championship, are well
known.

Less well-known is that she also
battled a cali-muscle tear.

She says: “There was a 1B tear in the

hamstring the Tuesday before the semi-

final. I actually had a 1B tear in my calf
as well, but, luckily, that was asympto-
matie. So I kind of just kept that under
wraps, to be honest with you.

“I was very unlucky it was the same
session I'did both. But, look, I managed
to keep it in one piece in the last two
weeks.”

The payoff was playing a central role
on All-Ireland final day — her switch to
the centre-forward position for the sec-
ond-half was significant in terms of
hammering Galway's hammer and dul-
ling Ciara Hickey's influence — and ul-
timately capturing another medal.

“Croke Park is a mental game more
than physical,” says Thompson, ex-
plaining the psvchology behind an
All-lreland decider. “I always relate it
to going inte a UFC ring — there is no
way out, and it's completely mental.

ane lifts the 0'Duffy Cup on Grand Parade yesterday. SEE: Pages 3 & 24

Thompson
will think ,
about future

The physical kind of looks after itself.
“Psychologically, you need to stay

clued in, because you saw it there, a six-

pointlead at one stage and it came down
to the wire again, one point init."

Despite how close it was inthe end—
after Galway reeled off the last five
points of the game — Thompson still felt
comfortable in that closing quarter-
hour or so0.

Over the season, she has learned to
trust a group full of new players and
fresh faces.

She sawthenerves in Ava Fitzgerald,
Tsobel Sheehan, and Millie Conden on
Sunday morning, before the game, but
wasn't worried. She told them she felt
the same,

She saw the huge impact former All-
Ireland-winning Cork hurling manager
Donal O'Grady had on the group, too.

“Massive,” says Thompson. “Whata
cool man, just cool as a cucwmber, cool
as a breeze. He has the one-liners; he's
brilliant with the one-liners. Even
when things seem like it's a panic and
the management might come in and it's
panic or, you know, they might feel like

they need to get us motivated, but it's al-

ways just the smallest, simplest piece of
information that Donal will give you.
And it just makes you feel nice and
calm.”

0'Grady set the Cork players a chal-
lenge on Sunday morning, to bring
them all together.

“We all had to take a pledge that we
were all going to be Northsiders for the
day,” says the Milford icon.

“Jt was just simple things like that, to
take your mind off the game, and every-
one took the pledge! We were all North-
siders for the day together. Ah, Donal's
been brilliant, and. on analysis as well,
he took that over. Just a key man.”

Thompson's personal tale from the
2026 final was a half spent at midfield,
followed by that imgon‘ant switch to the
half-forward line after the break.

“] suppose, anyone in general might
think: ‘Oh, she's not getting on the

ball’,” says Thompson, referencing how |

spectators might have interpreted her
switch toattack. -
“ snd they also were thinking we
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UP WITH THE CUP: Corls Libby Coppinger with the 0'Duffy Cup at last night’s homecoming celebrations on Grand Parade.
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Cork in white proves an irresistible combination

Therese O'Callaghan

A huge crowd gathered in Cork yester-
day evening to welcome home the
newly-crowned All-Ireland senior ca-
mogie champions, with captain Méabh
Cahalane of the famed St Finbarr's club
bringing the O'Duffy Cup to the banks
of the lovely Lee for a record 21st time.

In the latest chapter of this great
sporting rivalry, the Rebels defeated
title-holders Galway by the slimmest of
margins.

The game ended in a single point
score difference the vear before too.

This was a new-look Cork in more
ways than one. Transitional because of
the departure of key players and the in-
troduction of rising stars, but also be-
cause of a kit change.

Opting to switch jerseys from red to
white to aveid a colour clash with the
westerners made Ger Manley's squad
stand out from the moment they enter-

ed the Croke Park stadium.

Crucially though, their values re-
mained the same.

It got us thinking of Mayo a couple of
weeks ago, who also wore a white-in-
spired jersey against Kerry. It was the
same colour jersey they donned when
they won their previous title in 1951.

A happy coincidence.

The camogie strip alteration was a
throwback to the early part of the new
millennium when the uniform changed
from white to red.

However, and regardless of the col-
our, the county’s consistency is un-
changed.

Since the beginning of the noughties,
Cork have won the O'Duffy Cup 12
times and they've been runners-up on
nine cccasions.

Doing the maths, over a period of 27
vears that is an incredible 21 visits to
E;AA headguarters on All-Ireland final

av.

For the present group, Sunday will
surely go down as one of the most en-
dearing. The panel turnover has been
well highlighted in recent weeks, with
no less than 14 players not available for
selection.

Yet, Manley describes the current
squad as one of the best.

“I'was involved in hurling teams most
of my life. This is probably the best
team I've coached. And tactieally,
they're so good. Like, Donal O'Grady
is one of our backroom team. Sean
Crowley has been involved in winning
All-Ireland teams. James Nyhan is in-
volved in senior teams in Cork. Gemma
O'Connor will be a brilliant coach. She
is a brilliant coach.” '

Combining youth with seasons of ex-
perience is the winning mix. Goal-
scorer Sacirse McCarthy sums it up
perfectly.

“1 think a lot of people said we would
never do it this year. Even people from

Cork were sayving it. We knew what we
had, and we stuck to that, and here we
are now, and we just couldn’t be
happier. 1 actually can’t believe it.”

The magnitude of the achievement
will take a while to sink in.

Twelve months ago it was Cathal
Murray and Galway who had that win-
ning feeling when Carrie Dolan brought
the cup back across the Shannon.

Murray said in his post-match inter-
view two days ago that his team died
with their boots on, and it wasn’t an
exaggeration.

A week earlier Galway were crovned
All-Treland ladies senior football cham-
pions, and what a nice touch to see them
en bloc back at the Jones Rd venue to
support the camogie team.

You win some, and vou lose some.
That’s how sport works,

For now, the celebrations have
started on Leeside and they will con-
tinue for a long time to come.

need a bit more firepower up front, but I
knew Ciara Hickey was getting on
oceans of ball as the plus one, and she
was doing the same against Kilkenny in
the semi-final."”

Cork’sheroes
‘inspire new
generation’

¥ Donal O'Keeffe

The 2026 All-Ireland senior
camogie champions were
welcomed back to Leeside by
thousands of fans yesterday
‘evening, and there was no
telling how many future
‘stars were in the crowd.

The Rebels defeated Gal-
way 2-14 to 0-19 in Croke Park
on Sunday. _

The crowd on Grand
Parade was close to 5,000
strong, but earlier a few
dozen clever fans, most of
‘them voung girls, avoided
the crowds and went to Kent
Station to greet their heroes,
shaking hands and chatting
with their heroes.

Taoiseach Micheal Martin
thanked the players for the
lift they had given both eity
and county, and told them
their victory would inspire
generations to come.

H News: 2

Thompson added: “She's a great
player, she got on loads of ball and 1
knew she was making it quite difficult
for our ingide forward line to get that
delivery in.
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. Cork panel that won the All-Ireland senior camogie championship

“Sp, Ithink, yeah, the idea in my head
— and the management were kind of
giving me free rein — but in my own
head I decided that [ was just going to
stick with her and force her up the field

t"‘_d . .'r?’

front of a crowd of thousands on the Grand Parade yesterday evening.

%

final at tmlc Park :elerate with the 0'Duffy Cup in

to mark me, basically, and that forced
them to kind of sit somebody else back
who I knew wasn't so comfortable and
that completely opened our forward
line, which was perfect.”

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare



Back Row (L-R)
Aimee Ferris, Cliona Griffin, Sarah Fyfe, Cassie McArthur, Niamh Cosgrove, Nicole McAtamniey, Janey Meintosh, Camhme MeNaughton, Amy Boyle, Clare Mckillep,
Sarah O'Neill Lucia McNaughton, Aisling O'Donnell, Shannagh Heggarty, Orlaith McAlister, Elen Mcintosh..

Front Row (L-R)
Colleen Patterson, Katierose Bell, Erin Coulter, Laura Black, Maeve Kelly, Caitriona Graham (Capt], Caoimhe Conior, Becky Elfis, Dearbhail Dobbin,
Eobha McAllister, Katie Molloy.
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IONADAITHE

16 Becky Ellis, Bocky i, Maciin Baliycasthe

17 Onlaith MeAlister, Oviaith Nic Alastair
Ruiain Og Cushendal

18 Sarah O'Neill, Sarah A Vet
Erin's Cham Cargm

19 Elen Meintosh, Eifin Nic an Toigh
Mactilin Ballycasiie

20 ‘Laura Black, Laura Nf Dhuibh
Ruairf O Cushendal

B 2 op ®

Aisling O'Dennell, Aslag O Donnell

St Many's Ahoghill

Aimee Ferris, Airmes Ni Fheins, Padraig Sairssd
Dearbhail Dabbin, Dearbhiad Mee Dabdin
Ceraldines Porglenons

Erin Coulker, Erin Mic Chultar,

Brigini Oga Glenranvel

Katierose Bell, Katiercse Nf Bhedl

Macmh P
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Sarah Fyfe, Sarah M Friach
Brctirsd Qg Glonrave!

Cara Bumns, Cara M Bhrom,

Garaldmies Portaqlenome

Eva Lee, £3bha hiLaol St Johns Camiough
Cassie McArthur, Cais Nic Arum

Cuchullain Dunfoy

Niamh Cosgrove, Namh Nic Cscar MacLiin
Baffycasite



Back Row (L-R)
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Grace Foxe, Aisling O'Dea. Fiona Scully. Shona Jones, Lucy Conroy, Rachael Bergin, Clodagh Tynan, Grainne Delaney, Aimée Collier (capt), Rachael Deegan,
Aedin Lowry, Kristen Keenan, Sarah Fleming, Jade Bergin, Agife Carroll, Sinéad Slevin.

Front Row (L-R)

Eimear Hassett, Julie Ann Bennett, Karla Whelin, Haylee O'eeffe, Susie Delaney, Sarah Creagh, Aoife Finlay, Laura Finlay, Alice Walsh, Aoibheann Stynes,
Amy Lacey, Catherine Kirby, Acife Gee. Missing from Photo: Ellen Conroy:
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2 - Laura Finlay
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16 Grace Foxe, Cefinne MiSonnaigh &t Lazanans 23 Fiona Scully, Fiona i Scolal

17  Aisling O'Dea, Aisling N Dhea, 5t Sngnd's Ca:rmss _

18  Eimear Hassett, fimes Hassert & Sngids 24  Aoife Gee, Aode Ni Aodh,

19 Amy Lacey, A7y Ni Léiz The Harps The Harps .

20 Aoife Carroll Aoife N Ceartiial 3 Brigid's 23 ?ﬁ?{:ﬁiﬁerﬂm Rachiael Ni vimhingn
21 Sarah Fleming, Sonchs farmung Frtlacise / ol

22 Julie Ann Bennett, A Ann Me: Beméar 2 mm“‘ Sindad Slevin,

OMoare’s
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Shona Jones, Shana Jonas,

St Brgids

Alice Walsh, £ilis Broathrnach,
Ooona’s

Anibheann Stynes, Aobheann Synes
Banrion Gaels

Ellen Conroy, Elltn Conry:

OMooes



Molly Fegan, Niamh Forker, Sinéad Guinn,

|

5 - Eimear O'Hane

————FmearieEathal

2 - Michelle McCone

Back Row (L-R)
Lucie Loughran, Claragh Lenaghan, Eimear O'ane, Naoise Hughes, Ciara Hill, Lucy Doyle, Ellen Lavery, Ciarrai Deviin, Katie Convie, Corinna Doyle, Fiadhna Loughwan,
Michelle McCone, Lacise McConnell and Eimear McGeary,

Frant Row (L-R}
Ciara Geoghegan, Jessica Traynor, Gemma McCann, Mgabh O'Hare, Alanna McEntee, Clodagh McClelland, Rachael Trainor, Eimear Hayes, Tierma Maxwell
Rionagh Lenaghan and Harmah Gray.
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16 Hannah Gray, Hannsh N Cathail Raabhaigh.
Madden

17 Claragh Lenaghan, Claragh Nf Leannachiin,
Cragsmaglen

Clodagh MeClelland, Cladagh Nic Gialla
Aolain, Granemore

Eimear McGeary, Eimear Ni Gadhra. Madden
Elien Lavery, Eibhlin Ni Labhra,

Granormone

55 &

Jessica Traymor, Jessica Nic Thresiffig

An Port Mar

Lasise McConnell, Laoise Nic Bhoerhnal
Middigtown

Lucie Lowghran, Lucie W Luschei Keady
Lucy Doyle, Lisai Ny Duagha, Granemare
Molly Pegan, Maurn Ni Facgan Balymacnab
Naoise Hughes, Naoise N Aodh
Ballyrmizcri
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4 - Méabh O’'Hare
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27 TRionagh Lenaghan, Rionagh M Lisnnacham
Crossmaglen

28 Tierna Manwell-McHKeever,
Therna Nic farnhair S5 Brigids

29 Eimear Smyth, Emear McGabhann
Baltyrmacrab
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Back Row (L-R)
hideen Coyle, Eimear Brady, Orla Fiynn, Aisling Sexton, Michelle Ellis, Emma Mulvaney, Amy Kerrigan, Daria Haledek. Siin Qullivan, Alannah Tiemey,
Anibhe Conaty, Emma Plunkett, Asla O'Sullvan Katie Tiemey, Kate McSeain.
Front Row (L-R)
Ciara Shalvey, Eavan O'Sullivan. Rebecca Fitzsimons, Niamh Keenaghan, Roisin OHeeffe (C), Shanise Fitzsimaons, Hannah Fitzsimens, Nemonde Majola,
Aimeée Mcintyre, Rosie Crowe-McKeever,
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IONADAITHE

16  Michelle Ellis, Michelle N Eilis 20 Hatie Tierney, Cat N Tharnaigh 24 Nomende Majla, Nomonde Maola,
Lacken Laragh L Denn

17 Amy Kerrigan, Amy Ni Caragain 21 Aimée Mclntyre, Ammee Mac an 15301 25  Emmz Plunkett, Emma N Flunceid
Denn Lacken Pern

18  Aisling Sexton, Aufng i Seasnan 22  Orla Flynn, Orlaith Nf Frisann, 26 ErinnGalligan Erinn M Cealagain
Lo Crosseriough Crossedough

19 Kate McSeain, Cait MacSheain, 23 Sitm O'Sultivan, Sum 24 Sudieabham, 27 Christina OReilly. Cristiona M Raghalluigh,

Bafinagh Baibebon Crosgmagien



Condon highlights
Cork U23influencein
All-Treland final win

BY GER McCARTHY

BALLINASCARTHY'S Millie Condon was thrilled to play a significant
role In helping her county overcome defending champlons Galway
at Croke Park last Sunday.

Getting her hands, In her own words, on her first ‘proper’ All-
Ireland senior medal, Millle Condon pald tribute to the members of
the Cork U23 squad that moved up to senior panel over the past 12
months,

| got one mealin 2024 as well but this one s the first proper one
{laughs), Condon said.

‘Like, those champlonship group matches stood to us, All the
U235 came on. The malority of that U23 starting team were onthis
senior panel as well.

| feel we kind of took that back Into the dressing room, the All=
Ireland winfor the Li23s.! :

As well as injection of youthful enthusiasm, Condon polnted to
some sage advice from an experienced campaigner thatinspired
the Ballinascarthy dynamo.

| remember after the All-Ireland final last year, when welost. |
remember Latra Hayes coming up to myself and Ava Fitzgerald,
wha had a super game today, Condon explained.

‘Laura cameup and she sald, “Lads, where you make the Cork
starting 1515 in the first round of the National League. You just have
to get your position and just don'tletitgo".

‘| suppose, Ava and myself have spoken about it since so many
times. That's (taking Laura's advice) what we did, thank God!

Condon alsobelieves Cork's critics were too quick to write off the
Rebel County's chances after a disappolnting showing in this year's
National League.

| suppose everyonekind of wrote us off at the start of the
year, everyone, when the league didn't go quite right for us,' the
Ballinascarthy midfielder stated.

That seven-week tralning block we putin after the league did
somuch for us. [ didn't even see the progress myself asit was
happening,

‘It was only when we came up against Galway in that first
champlonship match that we realised how much we had actually
come on.

"We were so much closer as a group. We wanted every single
thing that we got. That bond got 5o, so close.’

Condon's sentiments were echoed by her manager, Ger Manley.

‘We've such agoad group, a tight group,’ the Cork senlor
manageradded.'It's been a very hard year. We knew a couple of
weeks out from champlonship that we had something, and they
put everythingin — the players, the management, the wholelot:

‘This is what we're here for, winning All-Irelands. The girls put so
much Into it. We had girls who came back from bad Injuries. We did
doubt ourselves a small bit but we have so much talent. It all came
together.'

Manley also took time to single out Orlalth Cahalane for her
terrific goal and even made a comparisan with an Argentinian
sporting lcomn.

‘“There was nothing between the two teams, Manley confirmed.
‘Goals win matches and we were saying that to the girls all week;

‘Orlalth Cahalaneis probably the Messiin our team. She has so
much time andlook, we were so good today.

:

rk's Millie Condonis challenged by Ca
Niamh Niland of Galway. (Photo: TomMaher ANPHO)

Another dayt
remember for

Cork camogie
at Croke Park

A wonderful Glen Dimplex
All-Ireland camogie finals
day was highlighted by
shuddering tackles, a record
attendance, and revenge for
the Cork seniors at HQ

BY GER McCARTHY

THE O'Duffy Cup is coming
home. Ger Manley's side erased
the memory of last year's heart-
breaking loss to Galway by over-
coming their great rivals for the
second time in three years.

The third part of a trilogy
of All-Ireland final meetings
between the country’s top in-
ter-county teams delivered yet
another intense and physical
battle, :

Some of the tackles, includ-
ing those involving Cork’s Lau-
ra Hayes and Galway's Carrie
Dolan, had supporters wincing
in the stands.

Cork and Galway know no
other way.

In a season defined by defenc-
es, Galway entered Croke Park
yet to concede a senior champi-

onship goal. Cork were not far
behind, theirnet breached only
once, by Galway, on the road to
this year’s decider.

It was fitting that two mo-
ments of attacking magic swung
the result in Cork’s favour.

Orlaith Cahalane was well
marshalled by Galway’s full-
back line for the majority of the
game. That was until the for-
ward, compared to Lionel Mes-
si by her manager, brilliantly
found the bottom corner after
34 minutes.

Arare Amy Lee long puck-out
zeroed in on Saoirse McCarthy
six minutes later,

The Courcey Rovers star
plucked the sliotar from the air,
galloped through her opposing
defence and fired beyond goal-
keeper Sarah Healy,

Two goals of the highest quali-

Cork's Ashiing Thompson celebrates with the 0'Duffy Cup

after their win over Galway.

ty and on the biggest stage of the
championship.

Yet, they were barely enough
to hold of a rampaging Galway
fightback as the champions
went down swinging. You would
expectnothing less from a Cath-
al Murray team.

Yet, the champions will have
regrets about the manner in
which they mismanaged the
closing stages. Over five min-

(Photo: James Cromble/INFHO)

utes of injury time was an am-
ple period in which a dominant
Galway could have picked off
enoughscores to level.

Instead, wayward shooting
preceded a last puck of the
game opportunity for Sarah
Healy. Granted, Galway's free
was a long way out from goal
but Healy's attempt flew too
high and with it, her team’s last
chance to salvage a draw.

Amy O'Connor salutes Cork's
super work rate and intensity

BY GER McCARTHY

LONG after the final whistle,
standing beneath the bowels of
Croke Park, Amy O'Connor cut
a simultaneously satisfied and
breathless figure.

So, was her county’s recap-
turing of the O'Duffy Cup one
of the sweetest All-Ireland final
wins of her illustrious career?

‘I think so, definitely, O'Con-
nor admitted to The Southern
Star.

‘Obviously, we had an aw-
ful start to the year, everyone
knows that.

‘I know people will laugh
now, and it's so cliché, but I
didn't doubt it for a second that

we'd be here (All-Ireland final).

‘I'm saying it since the start,
even on the days when we were
beaten by Antrim and other
teams, and things weren't going
well, [ knew we'd be here!

As ever, long-time rivals
Galway brought an intensity
that Cork had to match before
seeing out a dangerous closing
spell in which Cathal Murray’s
side reduced the deficit down
to a single point.

‘I think we bring out the best
in each other, O’Connor an-
swered. ‘We are two very phys-
ical teams. They like to bring
that physicality and [ think
when we stand up to it, we can
match them. So, yeah, that was

a big part of how we prepared
for today.

“They are a tough team to
play against but I knew what
we had in the dressing room. I
knew what we were capable of.

‘Galway love to crowd the
middle and it can be horrible to
play against, to be honest. We
knew that if we could kind of
stop them coming out and dis-
rupt there, they'd be less like-
ly to get good quality ball into
their inside line. So, that’s kind
of what we tried to do.’

Winning manager Ger Man-
ley admitted in his after-match
press conference that 20 points
was his team’s assigned winning
total.

Scoring the first two goals
that Galway have conceded in
this year's All-Ireland senior
championship went a long way
to achieving that target.

‘We definitely targeted goals
today, yeah, said the Cork
corner-forward, scorer of five
points in the final.

‘We hadn't scored a whole
pile of goals this year in com-
parison to other years. That
was, I suppose, due tothe struc-
ture and stoff lile that as well.

‘We knew we are a really
good inside line and, obviously,
the runners off the shoulder
from the half-forwards linked
up so we could get the ball in
there.



Cork celebrate winning the 0'Duffy Cup after their

victory over Galway.

Relief, elation and pure joy
at the final whistle for a Cork
panel that rebounded from an
awful start to the season before
picking up their 31st All-Treland
senior title.

Ak

This was an equally positive
day at the office for the Camo-
gie Association.

A record attendance of
33,419 for a standalone camo-
gie All-Treland finals day owed
much to the organisation’s in-
creased marketing and clever
use of social media.

The colour six different
counties brovght to Croke Park
enhanced an already excitable
atmosphere, especially in the
closing stages of the senior de-
cider.

It is fair to say that Cork and
Galway's box office rivalry has
helped market the camogie
championships to a new and
growing audience, The quality
of Armagh and Cavan's Premier
Junior final (won by Armagh)
plus Antrim and Laois’ interme-
diate decider (won by Antrim)
were also a pleasant surprise at
a packed Croke Park.

(Fanies Bian BEnaislEi)

Make no mistake, the gap in
physicality, speed and scoring
ability between the senior final-
istsand the two games that took
place beforehand was stark.

That statement is true of
most senior inter-county teams
aswell.

Cork and Galway continue to
setthe barin camogie. Itisup to
others to match them.

So far ahead of the chasing
pack are the Rebels and Tribes-
women that few would com-
plain if they met in a fourth
consecutive All-Ireland final
next year.

Ger Manley and his players
were not thinking about that
prospect whatever time they
woke up on Monday morning.

An 11th All-Ireland appear-
ance in the last 13 seasons and
sixth consecutive final under-
lines the Rebels’ remarkable
consistency.

Of all Cork's All-Ireland sen-
ior successes in recent times,
2026 must rank as one of the
sweetest,

Consider the fact Manley's
much-depleted squad suffered
National League losses to Wa-

ﬂmevmammrdaﬁmdamefnrﬂﬁyea‘s

terford, Antrim and Galway be-
fore exiting the Munster Cham-
pionship to Tipperary earlier
this year.

A seven-week concentrated
block of training before the
All-Ireland group stages proved
pivotal.

The work done during that
period, along with the return of
experienced personnel, helped
Cork overcome Waterford, Tip-
perary (twice) and, most nota-
bly, Galway.

Add to that the sight of a re-
built half-back line consisting of
Ava Fitzgerald, Méabh Murphy
and Isobel Sheehan withstand-
ing Galway’s late onslaught.

finals.
(Photo: Tom Maher/INPHO)

Player of the match Sorcha
McCartan scored four points,
all from play and each of the
highest order. Ger Manley's ad-
mission that McCartan played
with a broken finger only added
to drama.

Credit, too, to Manley and
his management team for mov-
ing Ashling Thompson to cen-
tre-forward and allowing Millie
Condon roam free late in the
second half, It was an important
tactical shift.

It was also another memora-
ble day in the history of Cork
camogie but, even more impor-
tantly, a memorable occasion
for the Camogie Association.

‘Probably didn’t get the ball
in there today as much as we
would have liked, but we knew
that we were a still threat in-
side if we needed to be.

‘We never let up. Sacirseand
Orlaith got two great goals.”

Cork’s incessant work rate
was another factor in return-
ing the O'Duffy Cup back to
Leeside.

‘I suppose it (work rate) has
to be there, O’Connor stated.
*That’s kind of the bread and
butter of being an inside for-
ward. Now, usually it's some
people think of it as scoring
goals, scoring points, but Isup-
pase working hard off the ball
is a massive part of it as well.

‘So, I saw Ryan O'Donoghue
a couple of weeks ago for Mayo
in the All-Ireland football fi-
nal. The inside forward is not
judged solely on gna_is and
points now. They are judged
on their ability to get back and
work for the team as well.

‘We made a switch at half-
time and moved Ashling
(Thompson) to centre-forward,
and that really paid dividends
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Cork's AvaFitzgeraldand Amy O'Connor take a selfie with suppo

for us. Millie (Condon) got her-
self out around the middle and
Millie’s a busy body (laughs).
She gets around the ground so

{Photo: TomMaher/INPHO)

quickly.

'So yeah, I'm just delighted
that we, the whole team, got
over the line today.

- - -
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Cork's Ashling Thompson waves to the crowd after thelr
All-Ireland final win. {Photo:Ben Brady/INPHO)

Thompson: Thisis
one of the sweetest
All-Treland wins

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

CORK stalwart Ashling Thompson has won seven All=Ireland titles,
but the latestis up there as one of the best,
The Milford woman had feught so hard to return from dislocating
her elbow back in March to feature in Cork's All-Irefand campalgn.
‘Sowhenthe Rebels ended up ontheright side of a Titanic battle
against Galway, there was understandable emotionfrom the

36-year-old.

 t's definitely up there, Thompson said after being asked if 2026

was the sweetest victory.

‘It was a wellfought battle. The year itself took ona story of its
own. We had some troublein the league and inMunster but the
way these girls built themselvesin the championship campaign
hasbeenincredible; Galway fought back but to get there and dog
it out shows the character of this team, What exceptional players
they are.

Inaninter-county senlor career spanning over 15 years,
Thompson has been the constant for Cork’s midfield. From playing
as ayoungster to thriving in the experiencedrole, she hasreally
seenitall

Thompson notes that she couldn't have achieved what she has
already without somekey cogs in Cork teams down the years,

'|have played with some exceptional players over the years. |
have been through a few generations at this stage.

‘I'mexceptionally fortunate but at the end of the day, thisis all
about now. This All-Ireland is definitely up there given how hard the.
girlsworked all year. It's been unbelievable, she added.

Sorcha McCartan recelved the Player of the Match award having
hit 0-4 from play, converting all but one of her attempts. It was a
great performance, and no better day to produce it.

Inthe Ali-Ireland semi-final against Tipperary, she hit 0-3 too,
converting allher shots In that game. She was a player that hit form
at the right time. Much like her teammates,

However, even after another polished display, the St Finbarr's
player wasin disbelief.

‘We did that background work all year but sometimes it wasn't
paying off. We always put inthe same amount of effort but asthe
year went on, we bonded sowell McCartan explained.

‘There wasalot onthe linebelng the last game of the season.

We had abit of motivation with Alsling Egan’s father unfortunately
passing away. | think that bonded us more. We wanted to get over
theline forher, so I'mjust sohappy. |can't belleve it.I'm speechless
to be honest.’

When the team were golng through arun of one winin thelr first
sixgames this year, some may have thought that the Leesiders
could underachieve In 2026,

There was anInternal beliefin the group that things would start to
click eventually, however.

They Just needed the confidence. They got that at the right stage
of theseasonand reaped the rewards,

"The young girls were struggling. We were saying to ourselves
thatwe weren't hitting the heights we should be, Those young
players must have been thinking, "We're trying our best here".

| think it took time to bond and to bulld that coheslonwithin the
group. They are all briliant girls. We're all as happy as Larry, When
we go to training, we train hard, We would hit each other as if they
were a Galway woman. We Just drove each other on//the Cork
forward added.



TALKING POINTS

SWEET REVENGE

List year's All-Ireland final defeat would have been hard o take
or Cork, especially given Carrle Dolan'slast minute free to win

the title for Galway, 1-14 to 1-13. This year, to win the O'Duffy Cup
for the 31st time would be extrasweet given the mangin of victory
andto deny Galway thelr first ever back to back triumph, Cork
Have now met Galway in an All-Ireland final or semi-finalin the

st four years. The Rebels have won three of those big games.ina
8 rivalry such as this, that Is a serious stat. Another reasonwhy.
these are great times for Cork camogle.

SUPER SAOIRSE

Bafare Courcey Rovers' Saolrse McCarthy hit the back of the net,
Cork were level at 0=11aplece but that major gave the Rebels
alead that they held from there to the end. Cork's second top
scorer in the champlonship with 1-16, McCarthy Is the consistent
serformer that Inspires the Rebels. It's wellknown that shels a
#ey player for the Leesiders at this stage butit'samazing how

the Ballinspittle woman steps up in the big moments. She was
nominated for the camogle player of the year award for thelast
three seasons. Don't be shockedif sheis shortlisted again after an
ncredible campalgn.

GOALS WIN GAMES

It was the ultimate difference between the sides. Cork had 26

shot attempts comparedto Galway's 31. The Rebels had 18 efforts
from play compared to Galway's 24 but crucially Ger Manley's
side had two goal chances and Galway had one. Cork converted
both through Sacirse McCarthy and Orlalth Cahalane while the
Connacht county's forward Malread Dillon fired over thebar.Ina
game of tight margins and the fact that both sides conceded one
goal between them coming Into the decider, this was always golng
tobe crudal Galway had kept aclean sheet in every gameleading
up tolast Sunday but Cork found a way for goals.

TIMING THEIR RUN

Back in April, Cork had just lost their fourth game In thelr first six
of 2026 as Tipperary comfortably beat them 1-18 to 2-9inthe
Munster champlonship. That followed aleague campalgn where
they fell to Antrim, Waterford and Galway. With Katrina and Pamela
Machey, Laura Tracey, Hannah Looney and Agife Healy nolonger
partof the panel, this looked to be atransitional phase for Ger
Manley's troops, However, five consecutive victories aver Gal
(twice), Tipperary (twice) and Waterford have propelled them back
to the top of the camogieladder, Considering the absentees and
the amount of players getting thelr first chance with the seniars,
this has been aremarkable recovery. Perhaps the most unlikely
All-Irefand wins In Cork camogie’s history.

Cork's SorchaMcCartan hit 0-4. (Photo: Tom Maher/INPHO)

YOUNG GUNS

For Millie Condon, Ava Fitzgerald andIsobel Sheehan, this was their
first tme starting inan All-Irefand senlor final and they didn't Ihn}g
onebitout of place. Allthree players played the full 60 minutes tog
showing the bellef Ger Manley has in these players, Considering '
who these young players replaced In Hannah Looney, Aoife

Healy and Laura Tracey, the step up they have made has been
remarkable. Condon and Fitzgerald were part of the county's Al
Ireland U23 win back In May too which gave them confidence and a
winning feeling. Not a bad first season to start for your county angd
there s plenty more ta come from this contingent.

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

BY GER McCARTHY

COURCEY Rovers’' Saoirse
McCarthy capped another stel-
lar Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
Camogie senior final display
with a brilliant goal.

Forty minutes were on the
Croke Park clock when McCa-
rthy collected possession and
engaged her afterburners en
route to Galway's goal.

The Courcey Rovers star had
only one thing on her mind and
expertly placed the ball beyond
goalkeeper Sarah Healy for
the second of twa crucial Cork
goals.

‘I was just happy Amy Lee
finally sent one puck-outlongto
be honest (laughs)!' McCarthy
told The Southern Star.

*‘She’ll kill me for saying that,
but look, the opportunity was
there. I was lucky enough to get
on the end of it and absolutely
delighted to see it goin.

‘1 decided to go for it. I'd say
the girls probably didn't expect
me to pass it because it is some-
thing I would normally go for
anyway.

‘Thank God it went in. We'd
be talking about something else
if it didn't! It was our second
goal too, so it was really impor-

tant when it came!’

The relief on McCarthy and
her fellow Cork squad mem-
bers faces at the final whistle
underlined the effort needed to
overcome reigning champions,
Galway.

‘I'm just absolutely delighted
for every single one of us,’ Me-
Carthy said. ‘I suppose it was
nerve-wracking there towards
the end alright. I'm just delight-
ed the final whistle went and we
were on the right side of it.

‘There were 15 girls out on
that pitch today ready to die.

Cork’s Saolrse McCarthy onher way to scoring her side's

first goal of thematch.

{Photo: lames Gromble/INPHO)

Cork celebrate with the O'Duffy Cup.

Cork’s Saolrse McCarthy and Laura Hayes celebrate their
Ireland senior camogie win over Galway last Sunday

Look at the block that lzzy
O'Regan made there right the
end of the march. That would
have been a Galway goal but
she put her body on the line to
stop it.

“That’s Izzy’s first All-Ireland
final in Croke Park as a starter
too.

Turning their season around
following disappointing Nation-
al League and Munster cam-
paigns, Sacirse McCarthy states
that an injection of youth from
the county’s U23 squad proved
a timely boost.

‘I think the girls playing Cork
U23 and winning was a mas-
sive boost for our senior panel
during the year,’ the Courcey
Rovers player stated.

“There were a lot of girls
who won the Ashbourne Cup
as well back in February. That
winning mentality, coming into

. the panel and asa group, I think

it spread to some of the older
players.

“Look, the vibes have been
really good. We've stuck at it
and stayed believing.

“There were definitely some
dark nights there in January,
February and March where you
were looking around and saying,
“God, I don't know if this is go-

ing to come together!”

*Look, it did and that's testa-
menttothe managementas well
and bringing all that together”

McCarthy didn't hesitate to
answer when asked if Galway

{Photo: lames Crombie/INPHO,
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brought the best out of Cork.

‘Always, and T'think we are
the same in thatI think webring
the best out of them,” the Cork
forward admitted. '

“You see the way they came
back into it. And look, there’s
no love lost. They said itinalot
of interviews beforehand. I sup-
pose they came out of thetraps
last year wanting to get us and
this year was no different.

‘I think we knew what we
were facing into today. The first
half probably was a bit cagey. &
bit flat to be honest. We knewat
half-time that we hadn't played
our best.

‘So, it was a big third quarter
for us and we were just hap-
py to get over the line. I don’t
care what the match was like
(laughs).

Finally, McCarthy believes
plaving numerous challenge
matches during a seven-week
block helped Cork prepare for
a third final meeting in as many
years with Galway.

"We played a lot of challenge
matches, McCarthy concluded.
‘I think we played Clare, Limer-
ick, Laois and we even played
Newtownshandrum Ul6 boys
at one stagel

‘It was where we gelled to-
gether, getting game time into
the younger girls. It was a mas-
sive boost for us 1o get those
games in during that big gap.
Those (challenge) games were
the making of us.’
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TALKING POINTS
SWEET REVENGE

Last year's All-Ireland final defeat would have been hard to take
for Cork, especially given Carrie Dolan's last minute free to win

the title for Galway, 1-14 to 1-13. This year, to win the O'Duffy Cup
for the 31st time would be extra sweet given the margin of victory
andto deny Galway their first ever back to back triumph. Cork
have now met Galway In an All-Ireland final or semi-finalin the
last four years, The Rebels have won three of those big games. Ina
big rivalry such asthis, that s a serlous stat. Anather reason why
theseare great times for Cork camogle.

Before Courcey Rovers' Saolrse McCarthy hit the back of the net,
Cork werelevel at 0-T1aplece but that major gave the Rebels.
aleadthat they held from thereto the end. Cork’s second top
scorer inthe champlonship with 1-16, McCarthy Is the consistent
performer that inspires the Rebels, It's well known that sheisa
key player for the Leesiders at this stage but it's amazing how

the Ballinspittie woman steps upin the big moments. She was
nominated for the camogle player of the year award for thelast
three seasons. Don'tbe shockedif sheis shortlisted again after an
incredible campalgn,
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GOALS WIN GAMES

It was the ultimate difference between the sides, Coric had 26
shot attempts comparedto Galway's 31, The Rebelshad 18 efforts
from play compared ta Galway's 24 but crucially Ger Manley's

side had two goal chances and Galway had one. Cork converted
both through Saolrse McCarthy and Orlalth Cahalane while the
Connacht county’s forward Mairead Dillon fired over the bar.In a
game of tight margins and the fact that both sides conceded one
goal between them coming into the decider, this was always 20ing
to be crucial. Galway had kept a clean sheet inevery gameleading
uptolast Sunday but Cork found a way for goals.

TIMING THEIR RUN

Back in April, Cork had Just lost thelr fourth game in thelr first six

of 2026 a5 Tipperary comfortably beat them 1-18 to 2-Sinthe
Munster champlonship. That followed aleague campalgn where
they fellto Antrim, Waterford and Galway. With Katrina and Pamela
Mackey, Laura Tracey, Hannah Looney and Aoife Healy no langer
part of the panel, thislooked to be a transitional phase for Ger
Manley's troops. However, five consecutive victorles aver Galway
{twice), Tipperary (twice) and Waterford have propelled them back
to the top of the camogle ladder. Considering the absentees and
the amount of players getting their first chance with the seniors,
this has been a remarkable recovery. Perhaps the most uniikely
All-Ireland wins In Cork camogie's history.

Cm-k'sSufd'laM{';Cartanhltﬂ—d. (Photo: Tom Maher/INPHO)

YOUNG GUNS

For Millte Condon, Ava Fitzgerald and Isabel Sheehan, this was thelr
I first time starting in an All-Ireland senlor final and they didn't look
one bitout of place. All three players played the full 60 minutes too,
showing the belief Ger Manley has In these players. Considering
who these young players replacedinHannah Looney, Acife
Healy and Laura Tracey, the step up they have made has been
remarkable. Condon and Fitzgerald were part of the county's All-
Ireland U232 win back In May too which gave them confidenceand a
winning feeling. Nat abad first season to start for your county and
thereis plenty more to come from this contingent,

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

BY GER McCARTHY

COURCEY Rovers' Saoirse
McCarthy capped another stel-
lar Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
Camogie senior final display
with a brilliant goal.

Forty minutes were on the
Croke Park clock when McCa-
rthy collected possession and
engaged her afterburners en
route to Galway's goal.

The Courcey Rovers star had
only one thing on her mind and
expertly placed the ball beyond
goalkeeper Sarah Healy for
the second of two crucial Cork
goals.

‘l was just happy Amy Lee
finally sentone puck-outlong to
be honest (laughs)!" McCarthy
told The Southern Star.,

‘She'll kill me for saying that,
but look, the opportunity was
there. I'was lucky enough to get
on the end of it and absolutely
delighted to seeit goin.

' decided to go for it. I'd say
the girls probably didn't expect
me to pass it because it is some-
thing I would normally go for
anyway.

‘Thank God it went in. We'd
be talking about something else
if it didn’t! It was our second
goal too, so it was really impor-

first goal of thematch.

tant when it came.’

The relief on McCarthy and
her fellow Cork squad mem-
bers faces at the final whistle
underlined the effort needed to
overcome reigning champions,
Galway.

‘I'm just absolutely delighted
for every single one of us,” Mc-
Carthy said. [ suppose it was
nerve-wracking there towards
the end alright. I'm just delight-
ed the final whistle went and we
were on the right side of it.

‘There were 15 girls out on
that pitch today ready to die.

Cork celebrate with the O'Duffy Cup.
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Ireland senlor camogie win over Galway last
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Look at the block that Izzy
O'Regan made there right the
end of the match. That would
have been a Galway goal but
she put her body on the line to
stopit.

“That's Izzy's first All-Ireland
final in Croke Park as a starter
too.

Turning their season around
following disappointing Nation-
al League and Munster cam-
paigns, Saoirse McCarthy states
that an injecrion of youth from
the county’s U23 squad proved
a timely boost.

‘I think the girls playing Cork
U23 and winning was a mas-
sive boost for our senior panel
during the year,’ the Courcey
Rovers player stated.

‘There were a lot of girls
who won the Ashbourne Cup
as well back in February. That
winning mentality, coming into
the panel and as a group, I think
it spread to some of the older
players.

“Look, the vibes have been
really good. We've stuck at it
and stayed believing.

‘There were definitely some
dark nights there in January,
February and March where you

| werelooking around and saying,

Cork's Saoirse McCarthy on her way to scoring her side's

(Photo: James Crombie/INPHO)

“God, I don't know if this is go-
ing 1o come together!”

‘Look, it did and that's testa-
ment to the managementas well
and bringing all that together.’

MeCarthy didn't hesitate to
answer when asked if Galway

Sunday. _
(Photo: James Crombie/INPHO,
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brought the best out of Cork,

‘Always, and I think we are
the same in that I think we bring
the best out of them,’ the Cork
forward admitted. E

‘You see the way they came
back into it. And look, there's
no love lost. They said itin a lot
of interviews beforehand. 1 sup-
pose they came out of the traps
last year wanting to get us and
this year was no different.

‘I think we knew what we
were facing into today. The first
half probably was a bit cagey, a
bit flat to be honest. We knew at
half-time that we hadn't played
our best, i

‘So, it was a big third gquarter
for us and we were just hap-
py to get over the line, I don't
care what the match was like
(laughs).’

Finally, McCarthy believes
playing numerous challenge
matches during a seven-week
black helped Cork prepare for
a third final meeting inasmany
vears with Galway.

" *We played a lot of challenge
matches, McCarthy concluded.
‘I think we played Clare, Limer-
ick, Laois and we even played
Newtownshandrum Ul6 boys
at one stage!

‘It was where we gelled to-
gether, getting game time into
the younger girls. It was a mas-
sive boost for us to get those
games in during that big gap.
Those (challenge) games were
the making of us.”
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Half-timne reality

Cork’s Laura Hayes and Saoirse McCarthy celebrate winning the

Picture: Tom Maher/Inpho

check

Is what sparked the
second-half Cork surge

Laura Haves was drinking it
all in after Cork’s victory over
Galway in Sunday's All-
Ireland camogie final. What a
difference a year makes.

“I get emotional thinking
about it because, of course
there were doubts this year,”
said the former player of the

year,

“Like, I'm telling you now,
we were in the trenches at the
start of the year, and for a
team that's so used to getting
to finals, I've never been so ex-
cited and grateful for the
build-up, and T just wanted to
go out there and have this
team let the shackles off.

“And1don't think we did in
the first half. And we were sit-
ting in the dressing room at
half-time, and like we were not
even out of breath, and we
were like, *“What are we fuck-
ing doing?"

“Right? And we just came
out in the second half, and that
was a Cork performance.”

It was Hayes's brilliant
point in the 33rd minute that
drew them level, after defend-
ing champions Galway turned
with a 0-9 to 0-7 advantage.

“They brought it last year,
and we probably weren't
ready for it, and we said we're
not geing to get caught like
that this year again, and we
were so up for this game.

“We just spoke about this
year. And Gemma O'Connor
said to us in the first round [of
the group stages] against Gal-
way [which Cork won], she
said, ‘People are questioning
our identity. Is the Cork camo-
gie empire falling?’ ==

“We built our own empire.

Manager Ger Manley said
Corlk went after goals in
Sunday's All-Ireland senior
camogie championship final.

Galway hadn’'t conceded

Manley after the match.

o

JGalway anager Cathal Murray shakes

CAMOGIE
@ Therese O’Callaghan

any green flags in their three

Group 1 championships out-
ings against Cork, Waterford,
and Tipperary, and had also
kept a clean sheet against Kil-
Kenny in the semi-final.

The winners hit two, both in
the second half of a gripping
showdown in Croke Park.

“We did target goals,” the
victorious manager acknowl-
edged.

“We've only conceded one
goal in the championship. It
was against Galway [group]
and it was late.

“We probably should have
got four goals, it was above in
Athenry, we were exception-
ally good that day.

“We got a couple against
Tipp. We target goals all the
time, Turnovers and targeting
breaks.

“We were disappointed in
the first half, we didn’t get the
ball into our full-forward line.

“We have an exceptionally
good full forward line. [Sor-
cha] McCartan is not far off
player of the year, she's been
s0 good.

_“Amy O'Connor is lethal.
Orlaith Cahalane, we call her
Messi, she has time on the ball
constantly. .

“You saw the goal she got —

did she panic? No, sauntered
in and flashed it into the
corner.

“Saoirse McCarthy [for the
first goal] caught a great ball
in front of me and she just
went, like the Red Sea they
separated, and she went
straight. Nobody touched her.
I couldn’t believe it for a Gal-
way team to let her through.

“We felt there were goals
against their full back line.”

hands with Cork manager Ger
Picture: Ben Brady/Inpho
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Hung on. Held on. Not quite in
haunted territory, to borrow from
their own Cork vernacular, but not
far off such a conclusion either.

The empire struck back and then the
empire just about stayed upright.

The endgame was a scene of maroon
momentum. Having eventually abandon-
ed their defensive set, Galway pushed all
chips forward on the table.

* No more containment and counter. The
necessity for green dictated such. It was
either embrace risk or accept regret.

Saoirse McCarthy's 57th minute white
flag for a six-point Cork advantage was
their last of this bitty-to-brilliantly-dra-
matic decider.

It was they who assumed the maroon
role of previous finals of running out of
flags as the clock ran down.

In the 10 minutes of chaotic theatre that
unfolded after McCarthy's point, Cork
managed one shot at Sarah Healy's posts.

That again came from the stick of the
Courcey Rovers centre-forward well into
the five allotted injury-time minutes.

Galway outshot the red corner eight to
one in them 10 final minutes. Five un-
answered points.

One of those a Mairéad Dillon goal op-
portunity bulldozed over. The remaining
three were wide. All were eminently get-
able. None came from standing atop side-
line paint.

Neither should we forget that Cork's
last score emanated from a Carrie Dolan
free sent short to Caoimhe Kelly.

A rare moment of poor decision-making
from the nobody-spared Galway captain,

All of the above is to present in black
and white the reality that Cork, from a
position of six up and their opponents’
conductor crying injured in the stand,
didn’t go and win this with traditional red
swagger and silk. Mot even close.

On this occasion, the how was so irrel-
evant for Cork. Get back to the summit,
climb over whoever you have to. :

The total disregard for how had a multi-
tude of fathers,

" The winter-long sting of being caught
physically off guard in the 2025 final.

The departure of Laura Treacy, the
Mackey twins, Hannah Looney, Aoife
Healy, and Cliona Healy. The injury to
Ashling Thompson and the uncertainty
when she'd be back. If she'd be back.

The horrendous league form. The new-
bies receiving an opening-day education
below in Walsh Park. Losing at home to

Antrim.

Cork's Sorcha McCartan with the Glen Dimplex Player-of-the-Match Award for the All-Ireland final.

| CAMOGIE

u Eoghan Cormican

Requiring results elsewhere to avoid
relegation. The absolute no-show against
Tipp in the Munster quarter-final.

The questioning of their identity. The
questioning of their ability. The curiosity
if the many voids were too sizable to fill.

The chatter of a fallow period for Cork
camogie. A fallow period for the county
that had contested the last five All-Ireland
finals. The cheek of those to even contem-
plate such.

A seven-week gap followed their early
elimination from the provincial cham-
pionship. Seven weeks that ultimately res-
haped their season.

“We playved Limerick, in Doneraile, ina
challenge match a couple of weeks out
from the first Galway game and we played
some hurling. It doesn’t matter to me the
opposition, it's how you play and your at-
titude,” said Ger Manley, before Cork's
breakout final performer Millie Condon
picked up on the mid-season rewrite.

“The seven-week training block we put
in did so much for us,” she said.

“1 didn’t even see the progress myself as
it was happening. It was only when we
came out against Galway in that first
championship match that we realised how
much we actually had come on. We were
so much closer.”

The red empire was reblocked and re-
launched on June 6 in the backyard of the
champions. The red empire kept adding
fresh and higher floors all the way to the
54th minute of Sunday's final when the
fist-pumping and free-wheeling Sorcha
McCartan fired over her fourth to com-
plete a 15-minute spell of Cork outgun-
ning Galway by 2-2 to 0-2.

The eight minutes after half-time they
won 0-4 to 0-1.

“I remember when we lost against An-
trim in the League. It was a fairly low
point, but after the match they came in
and they said that our empire has not
fallen and it's only going to be a matter of
time until we prove people wrong, which
we've done,” Condon continued.

Cork’s first-half won them no All-Ire-
land. It just made sure not to allow their
opponents too far up the road.

Manley's charges didn't score from play
until the 18th minute. Only two points
from play - and from the same player - by
half-time.

Their third quarter, same as two years
ago, was deafening. Orlaith Cahalane

Picwure: INPHO/Tom Mahet

who, acting on sideline instruction, had
operated too far out in the opening half,
pushed in closer to the bullseye.

The link-up telepathy between herself
and Barrs clubmate MceCartan was
poetry.

The latter, we were told, hurled with a
broken finger. Further impressiveness
onto the Down native's final takeover.

A third gripping Cork-Galway decider.
A record crowd of 33,419. The biggest los-
ing total since Cork's 5-6 in 1955 was insuf-
ficient.

Cathal Murray sought out Gavin Done-
gal at full-time. He wanted to thank the
ref. Here was his reasoning.

“That’s the way we want {o see camogie
being played. It was a brilliant, brilliant
advertisement. The physicality, the
strength and conditioning, the level it's
gone to is brilliant to see.

“It had to be an unbelievable game be-
cause it looked an unbelievable game for
me on the sideline. There's plenty of
tackles let go and plenty of physicality let
go. Listen, that’s what we're crying out
for."”

But after an endless stream of Cork-Kil-
kenny finals in the middle of the last dec-
ade that were ruined by whistle-obsessed
referees, have we now lurched too far to-
wards the other extreme?

The spectacle shouldn’t come before
basic policing. The spectacle shouldn’t
come before safety.

Five yellow cards were shown. It isa
wonder how that number wasn't higher,
The cynicism so evident in the closing
stages now also requires accommodation
in the rulebook,

What Murray also wants is a proper
holiday fund for the two All-Ireland final-
ists. President Brian Molloy wants inte-
gration.

Manley's ask was the simplest of the lot.

“They don’t get the recognition,” he
said.

“That's three fabulous finals with Gal-
way. And I'm not knocking the hurling.
These games, | know we're not as fit, as
strong - but you have to say, the camogie
is after improving buckets the last four or
five years.

“And it is levelling out. It's grand to say
Cork and Galway are there all the time,
but it's up to the other counties to catch
up.”

New faces are always welcome, but if
we're back here in 12 months’ time mar-
veling at another bruising, abrasive, and
captivating Cork-Galway concluding Sun-
day, won't we be only delighted at a fourth
instalment.
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Cork All-Ireland camogie winning players Saoirse
Hayes in full voice at the homecoming in Cork.
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McCarthy and Laura
Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

A moment to savour
for a team that was
written off by mnany

Wheare do we begin?

What more can we say about
Cork's win over Galway in the
All-Ireland camogie final that
hasn't been written or said this
week?

But, that was some performance
from a Cork side that were
written off by so many at the start
and midway through the year.
What a moment to savour as
“Tha Banks' rang out loudly in
Croke Park on Sunday last.
There have been so many disap-
pointing days over the last 12
months as our county hurling,
football and ladies football sides
lost out, but.on Sunday last, the
county of Cork finally enjoyed
their day in the sun.

As the league and provincial
compelitions progressed the
word was that Cork would not be
in {the shake-up come champion-
ship time.

Too many players were gone, re-
tirements, injury, and players
moving abroad looked to have
hit hard, and it was time 1o re-
build and this would take time.
Ger Manley, a teak tough player
in his day, wasn't going 10 step
away from the challenge and he
set about his task.

He got his back room team fo-
gether and assembled his new-
look panel.

Meanwhile, Jerry Wallace and
his U23's were working away
preparing for their championship
campaign, and with this com-
petilion being held early in the
seasan it gave Ger time to run
his eyes over the players and
over the weeks he brought them
in and out to his training
sessions and this helped them
find their feel at a higher level.
This was to prove vital as they
got to know the more estab-
lished players and to their credit
these girls guided them along
and helped them get a taste of

Cork's Ashling Thompson at the
homecoming in Cork.
Picture: Eddie O'Hare
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what was required to reach the
next level.

With the'U23's winning a superb
All-Ireland title it was time 1o get
down to senior business and
with his panel full assembled,
Manley and his back room team
got to work.

The league was not a good one,
but Cork survived n the final
day thanks to a Kilkenny win,
and whilst losing out in Munster
was seen by many as a disaster,
it didn’t worry the Cork manage-
ment too much as they had
seven weeks to get it right and
they set about their task of get-
ting ready for the All-Ireland
series,

They played challenge matches
against other counties and grad-
ually it began to come together.
The huge work that went inin
those weeks as they prepared
for the big challenge of taking on
Galway on their home tur
showed when they confidently
travelled and got their cham-
pionship campaign off to a bril-
liant start as they shocked the
champions, and it must be said
that minus established players
through injury on the day Cork
urned in a brilliant performance.
Suddenly, people were talking
about Cork again only now it
was, 'how did that happened?’,
it happened because Ger Man-
ley and his backroom team instil-
led a belief in their players and
they responded to it.

The work they put in and got on
with their preparations.

The spirit this team showed to
reach the heights on Sunday last
cannot be underestimated.

To lose 14 players off a panel
from the year before, including
five starters, and to go on to be
crowned All-lreland champions
is an unbelievable achigvement
and one that must be ap-
plauded.

The supporters were part of the
journey as well and the backing
shown to the team all year was
incredible they really got behind
this team and it helpad.

Pairc Ui Rinn was thronged as
Cork took on Waterford in the
last of the group stage games.
Thurles was a sea of red and
white as'the Cork supporters
outnumbered the home side for
the semi-final and the chants of
Rebels could be heard loudly all
over Semple Stadium and again
in Croke Park.

The Icing on the cake was on
Monday night last when over five
thausand people gathered on
the Grand Parade and gave a
Rebel Welcome to our cham-
plons.
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(us I.aur;Hayes-is tackled by Galway’s Niamh Niland and Niamh Mallon during the Gl
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From league lows
to Ali-Ireland glory

There are All-Ireland triumphs that
are easier won than others arrive and
there are those that are earned the
hard way.

For Cork camogie, this was very much
the latter.

When the Rebels went through a disap-
pointing league campaign earlier this
yvear, fow could have predicted that by Au-
pust they would be climbing the Hogan
Stand to bring the O'Duffy Cup back to
Leeside after a dramatic 2-14 to 0-19 vic-
tory over Galway in the Glen Dimplex All-
Ireland senior camogie final.

Yet that is exactly what happened.

It was a season that tested belief, resil-
ience and character in equal measure.
There were difficult afternoons, frustrat-
ing performances and searching ques-
tions. But rather than fracture, Cork grew
stronger.

Lessons were learned, plavers devel-
oped and Ger Manley and his manage-
ment found solutions as they never lost
faith in their players.

And when it mattered most, Cork pro-
duced their finest displays of the year,

A key turning point came during the
championship when management re-
shuffled the spine of the team. The switch
of Méabh Murphy to centre-back and
Laura Hayes to midfield proved to be key
moves as it brought energy, drive and
physicality to the heart of the side.

Murphy became the defensive anchor
around which Cork’s backline thrived.
Hayes, meanwhile, flourished in her new
role, helping Cork compete in the crucial
middle-third battles that so often decide
championship contests.

As summer progressed, confidence re-
turned, helped by an U23 All-Treland title,
which brought a new energy to the senior
panel with a number of them involved in
that success.

The team that had struggled to find con-

Ireland win.

Meabh Murphy’s move to centre-back played a huge
Picture: INPHO/Laszlo Geczo

sistency in the spring suddenly looked ca-
pable of challenging anybody.

The ultimate examination awaited
against Galway in Croke Park. Cork had
beaten them in the first group game of the
All-Treland series, but they knew that
wouldn’t count for much in the final itself.

Predictably, there was little between
the sides. Galway pushed Cork all the way
in a pulsating contest that remained in the
balance until the closing moments.

Trailing by a peint at the break, Cork
produced a decisive second-half surge,
powered by two goals that ultimately
swung the contest in their favour,

First came Saoirse McCarthy's, a score
that injected belief and momentum into
the Rebels. Then Orlaith Cahalane struck
for Cork's second goal, another vital con-
tribution that gave Galway an even
steeper mountain to climb.

Those green flags proved the difference
as Cork edged home on a 2-14 to 0-19 score-
line, surviving a fierce Galway finish to
finally get their hands on the title.

For Laura, the victory was especially
sweet after the heartbreak of falling short
12 months earlier.

“Obviously, very special day on Sun-
day,” she said during the team's home-
coming celebrations.

“It's unbelievable. I think just obviously
we didn’t get over the line last year, but
vou'd be all the more grateful today. And
just the way that people turned out in
their numbers to support Cork camogie,
it's incredible.” y

part in Corl’s All-

b

land final.

Saoirse McCarthy (ei'ehﬂtesa'l‘_tersming Corle's first

In many ways, the final was a fitting re-
flection of Cork's entire season. Nothing
came easy.

“We knew it was going to be tight with
Galway,” Laura said.

“We like to keep it exeiting, you know,
and leave it go down to the wire. As Sean
(Crowley, coach) said there, there is resil-
jence in this team and it's something we
spoke about so much in the two weeks
leading up to the match and that's what
was getting us over the line on Sunday.

“It was just unbelievable and we knew if
we could just hold out, not concede the
ﬁ;}al. we'd get over the line and we did

at‘ "

That resilience became the defining
characteristic of Cork’s campaign.

Rather than allowing a poor start to dic-
tate the season, they responded. Players
adapted to new roles. Injuries were over-
come. Confidence was rebuilt, one chal-
lenge after another was met head-on.

Laura believes that journey makes this
title special.

“1 know every vear has a reason for its
purpose, but I just think this year we have
come through so much,” she said.

“Individually as players we've grown
up, People have overcome things ment-
ally, physically, injuries and just turn it
around and actually get over the line to
win an All-Ireland is incredible.”

There will be time now for reflection
and celebration. Laura joked as they sa-
vour their success.

After all, this was a team that endured
the setbacks, absorbed the criticism and
refused to abandon belief. A team res-
haped by key positional switches, carried
by unwavering resilience and inspired by
erucial goals when the championship was
on the line.

A team that turned one of the most diffi-
cult starts imaginable into the sweetest of
endings.

The league disappointment feels a long
Way away now.

7Y £ k /
goal in the All-ire-
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Meabh ‘proud’ of team as

th

Cork All-Ireland winning camogie captain Meabh Cahalane raises the 0'Duffy Cup at the home

The scenes on Grand Parade last
night captured what this All-lre-
land camoagie title meant to Cork
players and fans.

Just 12 months after enduring the
agony of defeat to Galway, captain
Meabh Cahalane stood before a sea of
red and white, the O'Duffy Cup in her
hands, as she and her teammates cel-
ebrated with more than 4,000 sup-
porters who had come to welcome
them home.

The St Finbarr's defender admitted
the contrast with last year's journey
home from Croke Park could not have
been more stark.

“It's just the difference between win-
ning and losing,” Meabh said.

“After coming down from Dublin
last year, it was a long road home and
facing into, I suppose, along winter. To
have the chance to get back there, we
just didn’t take it for granted. We knew
it was going to take everything and
more to get over Galway.

“Those two goals really stood tous. I
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Player of the match Sorcha
McCartan scored four points
and set up a goal to fire Cork to
arevenge win over Galway in .
the All-Irefand camogie finalon =
Sunday. Hours earlier in Dublin, =
there was world title success

for Aaron McKenna with his
unanimous victory over Etinosa
Oliha to seal the IBF middleweight
belt. On Wednesday, Ellen Walshe
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4:34.42/in Paris.
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think they were the difference, and we
just felt that if we didn't concede a goal
coming down the home stretch that it
would put us in a good position,

“1 think we had everyone on the edge
of their seats and giving people heart
attacks, but that's just the nature of the
game. When it is Cork and Galway, it
always goes down to the wire, and
we're just happy to come out on the
right side of it."”

The win sparked emotional scenes
at Croke Park on Sunday, and those
celebrations continued last night as
thousands packed the city centre to sa-
lute Cork’s latest All-Ireland winners.

For Meabh, the support the team has
received throughout the champion-
ship has been one of the most reward-
ing aspects of the journey,

“All year, I feel like since the cham-
pionship started, the crowds have
ErOwWIL. .
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coming at the Grand Fatad;;

“Even the last day above in Thurles
after we beat Tipp in the semi-final, the
crowds that came on to the pitch after-
wards, I couldn't believe it. I'd never
seen that in a semi-final before,

“0On Sunday, vou could hear them
just get behind us when we went
ahead, and we really needed that.

“To see them and so many young
girls and boys out in their red and
white, it's just so special to see. There
are so many role models in the group,
and if they can inspire any of these
girls or boys to pick up a hurley and
start playing, they've done their job."

Cork’s championship campaign was
far from straightforward. Following
early-season setbacks, many outside
the panel questioned whether they
could challenge for the All-Ireland. Ca-
halane believes the management team
deserves enormaous credit for ensuring
belief never wavered within the eamp.

“I think management have to take
huge credit for that.

“There were times during the year
when we didn't believe in ourselves,
and they did. They still felt that we had
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the best collective team and collective
panel in the country.

*Ger Manley, (manager) in fairness
to him, always instilled confidence in
us every time we put on a Cork jersey.
He backed us.

“Above in Galway before the first
championship game, Gemma (('Con-
nor, selector) spoke to us before we
went out of the dressing room, and I
think it just hit us.

“After that, we just didn't look back.
We felt that we had put ourselves in a
good position to maybe go the direct
route and qualify straight for a semi-
final, and once you're there, all vou
want to do is get back to the final.

“We're just so-lucky to have this op-
portunity. We took it with both hands,
and we just wanted to put in a perform-
ance worthy of getting a result.

“I'm so proud of each and every one
of those girls. [ know how hard we
trained this vear.

“It was something ['ve never seen
before. Huge credit to them.

“We will enjoy this celebration for a
few days now,” she concluded.



