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“Pietured at theTaunch of the Tibesty n
suranoeAll-leeland Camogie Cisampicn
ship Finats i Croke Park weré [L-R)
Shelly Farrell (Kilkenny), Deirdre Ashe,
Liberty Insurance, Kathleen Woods,
President of the Camogie Assodation and
Aoife Murray (Cork). - -
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10 in recent years and one
which I am

minute of. This Sunday Down
camogs will take on Cork in the Al
Ireland intermediate camogie finals
and to say it will give the eounty a
lift for not only Camogie but GAA in
E!Hl!trﬂlmﬂdhemunduﬂam-
ment.

The year itself hasn't all been
plain sailing and like every team we
have experienced a few challenging
times along the way:

Tome if isn't the challenges that
S&ﬂ“m as such but It Is how a

responds to those challenges
that defines them. For us it would
have been too easy to drop our
heads and give up on the year, but
wedidn't and every time we had a
sethack we responded positively.
When you're working within a small
panel numbers and bodies at train-

his week i a slightly differ-
enit one than [ have been use

ings cam be restrictive when compar-

ing vourself Lo & men's team or the
Kilkenny's, Cork sand Galway's but
we took the attitede that no matter
who was at training you only worry
about yoursell and you work hard to
get the maximum valwe out of the
SEERi0m,

This iz something that has stood
by us this year and has helped cre-
ate the comradery that we experi-
enge now. The group of camogs we
have this year has been one of the
most enjovable years to be involved
in and it feels more like a club team
than o county team

Having an All Ireland at any level
within your county creates a great
bz but when your part of the
group it’s a really special fecling.
The desire to get to training, that ex-
Lra pep in your step when youwr tak-
ing to the feld, the smiles and enjoy-
ment of everyvone ¢lse around you s
upifting and inspiring. Redlurning to
training after the result against Tip-
perary in the All Ircland semi fimal

Finals are about th

was slightly different bui the irain-
ing we have pul in since thatl geme
has been second to none and despite
the off the field activities thal have
o be done in the build up to a final
ihe group has remained foeused on
ithe task at hand. 1 have had this
week planned in my head for two
weeks now, each waking minute and
dhecision is made with Sunday’s
match in mind, planning my diary in
work, limbting my travel and keeping
my=ell busy while not overexerting
can be a fine act to balance but when
youl have the earrot of an Al Ireland
final everything seems to Gl into
place.

The generosity of people and busi-
nesses in order to soppEort us on our
run b0 the final has been extremely
humbling and [ would like to take
this time to thank each and every
person, family, business and clul
who has gencerously donated tous in
our run to Croke Park.,

Tor FeC¥5 s Clialy Deovwn 1 e ol

lighted that this team has given you
the opportunity (o be showeased in
Croke Park on an All Ireland final

Perhaps ifl | had one negative from
the bulld-up is the Down GAA board
fixing club championship Toothall
matches for Sunday especially when
one of the teams involved has three
girls playing in the Camagie. 1 do
understand that the sports are dif-
ferent codes and that Mxfures have
to be made for the greater good but 1
question the decision making behind
thise fxtures when people we know
would be at the game bui are forced
to choose.

It s the same in my own club
when they lixed a challenpe match
for Sunday and are foreing some fel-
las b0 mizs oul on supporting their
sisters, eousing and friends in order
to play a gamae that could have ben

Axed for o different day or o differ-
ent tme,

I dbon doabdt that we have their

e buz

BIG DAY... Fionnuala Coir i=

| pxcited abaout playing Cork
this woeekend and a retum |
to Croke Park
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Backing and support but the biggest
thing for femiale sports at the minute
= getting people (o the matcles and
to do this we need the help aomd sup-
port of all partics.

Sunday i= a big day for Down
camogie and ane wie ane ail really
looking forward to, our slory has
ane final chapter and one we hope
has a happy ending.

« (In alast note | would like bo
mention Timmy Doyle who passed
away suddenly al the end of Last
week. They say that only the good
dlie young and Timmy was ome of the
good ones, he was someone that 1t
ip & riomm when be swalked in, Full
of erabe and devilment iz Was i
friend to many none more so thian
iy D and he will be %um
cepielally by his hrother - Tila
pwo sisters Rosemary and Julle,
partner Debra and wider family cir-
cl

Ry
¥ T -
.

£,
May he Rest in Peace.



players when we should be
saying, *whal athlates, aren't
they great ambassadors for
the sport”, The Camogle As-
sociation released their
master plan in Movember, 50
did the LGEFA éven ook &l our
fixiures because that is the ca-
mogie semi-finals weekend.

“It iz jonst a plty that two
negative things got the most
publicity, It would frustrate
yiok," says the holder of cight
All-Irelard medals.

“If wp are |edi play e gacma,
the game will sall iself, I the
game is lot Now, it will sl
himsell, Sometimes, thowgh,
we have (o take what we get.
“Maybe, we can’t complukn
until we god 30,000 on Adl-Tre-

Eared final day ar 5000 down in
Pilre U Rinn for a camogie
match.”

The Camogie Assoclation
artoxpecting 8 crowd of 20,000
for the third consecutive final
mceting of Kilkenny and
Cork. Last year's atiendance
of 20,338 was the larpest at a
camogie final, excluding the
four years whene the decider
wins playesd on thie same day as
the U2l huarling final, since

The Fine Grain Property
emploves, who's in her 17th
season with Cork, is n regular
at the ladies football finals.
She amdd her friends, mind yoas,
woutld pormally leavie §tunill
geiie late In the afterneon to

get thedr thekets, but would
typically end up in the middle
of elther the Hogan or Cusack
Stand given demand would
not be massive, Last vear,
though, was different, a ree-
ord-breaking 46.265 throwgh
the turnstiles.

“We wound up somewhers
im the Davin End. [ wos look-
ing around and going, this is
ahsolntely phenomonal.

“I've never played the gams
tor have people watch me, but,
at the same time, what are
ladies football doing bo get that

many people in and what are
we e dolng.”

S0, what doeg the Cloughs
duy reative think?

“Lid]l has come in and

TRIPLE-HEADER: {L-R) Jackie Horgan [Kerry), Emer Keenan (Dublin),
RAoife Murray [Cork), Shelly Farrell [Kilkenny), Sarah Harrington (Cork)
and Fionnuala Carr (Down) et to batthe it out in the Likerty Insurance

All-Irefand Championships Finals,

pomped millions into lndics
football. I go to my local Thdl
and all the tellers have their
jerseys on I do think Liberty
Insurance are pulling up their
socks and are getting better.
The All-Star trip was the firsd
big step.

“Logadly, we havea bot to da.
We played an All-Ireland
champitonship game in Piire
Ui Rinn at Spm this summer
and because we didn’t have
mini-games at half-time, there
was virtually nobody therve. 1

Fictare: lames Crombie

could spot cach player's par-
onfs.,

*Faor the All-Ireland semi-
final, we had girls playing =t
half-time: That brought 84
alone up from Cloughdue.
Maybe. we need to make it
mere of a social occesion.
There |2 noihing worae than
runnkng oui onto the pitch and
hearing diddly-eye music.
Have stalls and bands ostslde,
like the hurling. Make it more
of &t fiorm for peapls te @a and
support women's motches,™

Corkery set for bench role in her 23rd Alireland final

Eoghan Cormican

For the first time since she
was m teenagor, Briege Cork-
ey will begin tomorrow's All.
Ireland camople final on the
beneh,

C:'rl'l-:r."r‘t'. whe gave birth to
her son Tadhg at the end of
Murch, refurned to the Corlk
panel in July amd was nseed off
the beneh in the closing singes
of last month's All-Ereland
semi-final. Manoger Paudia
Murrny has opted to Keep
Falth vwith the zamo 15 who
aased past Tipperary In tho

ultimate mound, meaning
orkery's ran of having
atarted 200 Allddrelansd finals

in-a-row will not extend fo 2.

Limerick hurler Richie
MeCarthy, It has been con-
{irmed, has torn his cruciate
and is Hkely to miss Limers
ick™s 2009 Munster SHC cam-
paign,

COME (Ali-treland sonisr camegie

Tinal); & My W OCaal-
P Wachay Dcugias): L i
ackiy U 5 poinge
Colama), G O'Connor [ Finhams).

Thompaon fdilced], & OrConnor
511 Wincend' , O Crondn (Envaskoana],
0 Come |50 Catharies's); K Mackey
:I:luundau W MeCaniy {inmisessrs),

H ey (Rl

Subsc A Loo (N Plamsagh), L O'Sullsan
(Ginn Rovers], A Sheahas (esscani),
L Mo (52 Vincenrs), L Coling (Do -
ey Rerepen), B Coraiy |Claughdun),

5 Huseriraon [Ere O, L Mayes {58 Car
phadings), 8 MpCariny (Courcay
Borvani], 5 Bosusang Hispagh).
EILKENMY [A-Irpland Hﬂ?ﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬂ*
gio linaf): E®imanagh i i Inié-
poge); & Doamar Mlmﬂ*ﬂvrk
Eridge), G Fol . G Walsh
(TuBarcan]; C hnlln |r.-:|1-:-.'rnl5'|

e |
|Décksboro], E Koans |51 Barfinae],
K Dera [PRown], D Moerasoy (Conahy
ghamiecks), A Deyls (Pilawn)
oo ;]

orngd [¥ourgy belintdi), 7 Prigies
||:¢ﬂ-l-|‘l'r Shamvacial, Hmﬁr (AT ]
Stephast)
COAR |AB-bgland Injermediabe camo-

DOWH -I,ll.l.llkli-ll'ld inlermediale ca-
final; W MoMaly Portabergl ©

(T, A [Babyg-
nkpal}. W Hally (An Rischtl, B Savags
{Bamypaigat). F Gﬁmg
Magie [Liarosrh

Gritstspn, [Cionaokstty: £ Savage |

paly, & Mehlasnan (Listnoim|, § Chir

ondull: 5 wmm
an IFE‘"IIM!T'FI O Qi

RERRY (Al Eﬂ“ﬁ" camaglo
finail: A.'F.ﬂq.uuh:l {Clhrmaunca); L

BN &}, N Lean [Clan-
s, M Coshills [Clanmaurict) &

O Conngd [Clanmaurice), 5 Miwphy
[Camaurioa], [E Marrngion: |Canrau:
o) O Vol [Claresaision), P Digon
Claremaurice); & Shamshan (Caue-
weryh, L Coling (Clanmanica), A Bahan
[Clammsiaicg]; J Fazedl (Clanmauioa), J
Horgan (Clanmauncal. M Casay (Cin-

DUBELIN [Ali-drsdand |unics cambgle
Thmaal)e X Hantoaanan (Maoem Lerssonn]; £
QRiordan {Hacs=h Jude), N Jissson
{ha Fisnng) 5 [Cusis); E Barion
|Mmoemiy Sadal, O Johnsiora (Naomh
Ukraiannd, C Wi Mhaslsgain (51 Ollver
Plunkai Ecphan Ruadh): H 0'Dea
[ Coaia), L 0" S (RpRrdeanr 52, Sohr'els
i Dawsos (Maomdh Juedoh, & Dsihan
[Maom Masrssgh. 8 Wdde floalal: L
Quean (81 Oliver Plunkag Eoghan
Ruadh), A Bugiar (51 Qlivar Plandetit
Esghan Auadhy, A Walah |Maosmb

Tomorrow marks a third
consecniive All-Irelamd
final mesating of Cork and
“}Filhmnr— their fourth in

Wi :

:“..nm that count 2-1.
but geoing back to the the
league Mnal in April. it was
Ann Downey's Cats who

previiled.

Kilkenny, by virtue of the
expmination they received
from Galway in the All-Ite-
land semi-final, hold a
distinct advantage over
their opponents heading
intoe tomormosw's declder.

Mohody has troobled
Cork this sumimoer, Paodie
Murray’s charges boasting
an auerAfe winning margin
af 18 points meress thelr
six-game [ourney to the
final. They'd have been ghacl
of a proper test hofore re-
nwing acgualniances with
thelr arch-rivals.

Kilkenny went extremely
defensive agalnst Galway
last time oart and while they
i limult the Trikeswomen
{6 tweo scores from play,
they were not shooting the
Ii hm};udl MI;M other r{n%

ey only seven
aon the board when % e
Power scored the crucial
goal o thi 48th minute, .

Rena Buckiev's retro-
ment has jeft a huge void in
thie Cork full-back line bt
Kilkenny wan tm:j& any
spcoess exploiting
Iast line of defence if IhE:r

raist with a two-woman

H-forward Line,

With such a spread of
attack-minded players, in-
cluding the execellont Denlse
Crantle, Katie Power, Julie
Ann Malone and the Farrell
sisters. you'd have 1o
womder why Kilkenmy barld
thelr game-plan around &
heavily packed defence,

No doubt Downoy will
have pleked up on the fact
that thero is not o huge
amonnt of experience on
the flanks of the Cork
defence. Pamela Mackey
Aside,

This I8 the route they wikl
travel for scores, o= opposed
to going down the conire
where Gemma O"Connor
will stamd seniry.

That aferementioned
Kilkenny rearguard, which
welcomes back Edwina
Kesune alter an injury flas-
o, will look to el dowm
the movement and scoring
threat of Cork's half-for-
wart tebooaf Amy 0" Connor.,
Orla Cronin and ‘Orils
Cotler,

Thera's alzo Brioge Cork-
oy to factor in. She'll be in
troduced seoner rather
than Iarer,

{'A:ur;: 5 ability not 6 over-
comp L.L.1-4-
S
n o

verdlet: Cork

AL



ng Tactics: Daragh 0 Conchir breaks down the areas which will decide tomorrow’s senior final

P

Farred (Kilkeray) have tha physicality o

F3. CONGESTION the scores more herself but hat ind

prosper in this type of enviranment. The selllessness has bean benelicial
mmmumm 10 thve s of Mackey and Juka White, scuser
Conor (Cork) and Anne Daltan (Kilkenny)  of four goals 5o far this year. :

mmwmmmlm

and dedver with accuracy.

(Orla Catter, Ghioa Sipersan, Libby Goppinges,

mm%mﬂwm It t se't high scoring. Ova Cofle (Cork)

who will spend a ot of time fighting for and Denise Gauss (K 1“"!'

dirty ballin this area for Cork. Denise Gaule, ﬁmﬂi Cup, They are

Davina Tobin, Kati Power, lare Phean, oot s n e G

Annia Farrell wil fight for Kilkenny. i will bea  ad @ 7arb ot day in the semi-final agains!

SerDoious battia: Galway. Sho cannot afford a repeal. Given
horw it i Bkely to ba betwesn them, the
pressu on this duo is sionificant bt they

o
71 ATTACKING PLAN 'mmmmm e

< pelimpes U5 JOKER IN THE PACK
=i} ] - MIM reacy =
© Butyou have to take the opposition into Pameia Mackey, Thess two are small, quick D0t managemants would love to do
.. - account for content and you can expect them.  and deadly finishees. Ghven how impeobable  SomeShing 1o scupper the best lald plans af
-aﬁnhawhmmm'm‘r;?w It would -ﬁmnﬂwm;r close o #ntm:n.mumnmam@
Mmm‘m wnt gung-ho _ Murray's posts, the roulpts Coekery will enter tha fray. Thatis what
e start — and maybe for thet reasen, whmwmmmmr:m:h» Kilkenny wil sopect. Nonetheless, there is
‘, ﬂihmﬂmrﬂm.-.-» - winning goal in the semifinal after good ~ an unpredictability strrounding the event
mmmmm waek by Jusanne Malone and 2 Davina Tobin  And that unpredictabiity is dangerous for
- afew timesin the lastfew surge was right ol of the play book, creating  Kilkeny. Wil she fine out al ful-forwand?
mmwsmmmml an overiap 2nd delivering a rapier thrust Wi she roam’? Will she take up a marking
’hmmﬁﬂmmmﬂumm Katrina Mackey started fife 35 a deadly briet? How close o peak condition, physical
b honsnig. finisher in the full-forward lne. Nowadays,  2nd ski-wise can she be i, sk months
> mﬂw aqer Ann Downey Is rightly she lends fa run onto fings from @ desper  after having 4 baby, two years after last
 mnapologetic shout being hard to break pusdion and phcks Up a fot of scores that performing on this staga?
gown bt Cork have always emphasised that  way. - _ When ong of the greatest Rebel spartspeople
y unider Murray too, which iswhy the  Niamh MeCarthy wil playa big role at - enters iha fray, She will it the crowd and she
per the two 458 will be critical forwand on Cathérine Foley, Animpressive  will ift the team. And If she makes & positive
e pEwecomer last year, sha has gotten among play. it will bo worth doubsle. That cowld be
Brisgm Goclkey significant in a gama of inches,

t the standard

Eoghan Cormican Cork's Sandie Fitzgibbon dears  Blarney and one with Tralee).
Before windin out of defence against Kilkenny There was 10 county cham-
g back the clock pionships and four MI Frokaned

with Sandie Fitzgibbon, I got
in towch with two of her old
Cork and Glen Rovers team-
mates, Therese O'Callaghan
and Linda Mellerick, to obtain
greater insight into the
woman who won six All-Ire-
land genior camogie medals
and almost 70 basketball caps
for Ireland,

In a telling sign of the re-
spect both women hold for
Sandie Fitz, O°'Callaghan sent
back a lovely email shortly
after heing contacted, while

in Paire Ui Rinn.  Picture: Des Barry

harked back to a particular
few weeks in the eichties
when Sandie used to arrive
ints club training wearing
loads of layers as [rish baskel-
hall players were preparing
for a game in a much hotter
climate than Blackpool,

Again, we'll let the woman
hersell flesh it out.

*It was 1987 or ‘B8, | am use-
less for dates ['d s0 much
godng on. We were training for

club titles with Glen Rovers,
having joined the clubs sen-
for team at 12

=“You had to be 14 to get intoe
the ceili doewn in the club.
Bow, | was only 12, but 1'd tell
the woman ai the deor that 1
playved senior camogie. Of
colrse, she was having none
af §."

She was the first camogie
player towin three All-Ireland
minor (then Ulsy medals.
There was also an All-Irekand
senlor colleges title with

Mellerick also took time out to the pre-Olvmpics which were  North Presentation under the
put her thonghts down on being held in Ipoh, Malaysia. watchful eye of Canon
paper despite being overseas. When the squad was in Dub-  O'Brien, or Fr O'Brien as he

Long before Mary O'Con-
nor, Briege Corkery or Rena
Buckley arrived on the soime,
F}t:ﬂ’ihb'l:mi!hn;'-fesiﬂ her dual
player sfatus, juggling camo-

Iwetb.aﬁ throughout
lhe Elﬂ'iﬁﬁ and nineties, and
for the odd summer, she also

face local side Corrib in a top-
tier elash. Onee the baskethall
wis done and dusted, her Glen
Rovers teammate HRose

the fright of our lives when we
came up over the hill, the guns
pointing at us.

“After explaining our-

Philadelphia,” Fitzgibbon re-
calls. "W came back on the
Thursday before the All-lrne-
Nz club fAnal.™

lin, we'd wear extra pear when
trafning and they'd turn up
the heat in the hall, So, when |
was back down in Cork train-
ing with the Glen, T used to put
omn a boad of extra pear.

“We weres well beaten out In
Malaysia, but it was still a

was b the Hmee

Her fonidest memory 15 cap-
taining Cork to All-Ircland
senior plory In 1962, at Wex-
ford's expense. At the end of
1997, having pocketed hnr
sixth senlor medal,
stepped away from the inl:l:'r

brotight herself down to May-  Mackey hired a car and drove  selves, we were let carry on The Glen captured & second  great experience. county scene. She did it all,
field to kick a bit of soecer  the pair north, overnighting  through,” All-Ireland club crown that 5till living in Cork City and  won itall
with Cork Celtic. in Donegal ahead of Glen  The Glen won through to  Sunday, St Paul's of Kilkenny tly working for Janssen My body is paying for it
Ea{n nlgle :mr? hasﬁel_hjatﬁ Rovers' All-Ireland club semi-  the decider on a scoreline of 1= overcome by 4-13 to 2.7, The I mrm&wutiﬁ;js :tn LHEF.E- EEHEJEULET”E achos and
regniarly overlapped, wik final against Swatragh thie fol- 91000, bt Instesd of pointing  match report in the follewing  land, the cafmdagie team 2
Millerick drawing attention lowing day in Derry. the car for Cork after a shower  day's Cork Examiner said century half-back routinely “For a good chunk ‘:'L!_EE
to one particular fortnight in~~ We'll let Sandie take up the  and a quick bite to eat, Rose  “Sandie Fitzgibbon was out-  trained with the Irish basket-  year, you would have heen
November 1990 where Fitzgib-  story from here, ferried Sandie to Dublin alr-  standing at centre-back’, ball team on a Saturday in  going six and seven mnillirrﬁﬂ
ban was faced with the busiess “The morning of the camo-  port where she linked up with The falrly hectic fortnight  Dublin, coming back down on  week. There t\'erc-dahzm PG
of schediles. wie match, Rose was driving  the [rish basketball team  clearly had had no impact on  the Sunday to play camogie, times when you ]
On the second Saturday of and now she was driving ahead of a ninﬂhdn{ campin her. As Mellerick remembers,  On the basketball front, the  matc '}E’i ”?BHE] n'.',m fr“,
that November; Sandie, who Vively enough. We came up  the States. "We played six  “She was Incredible. There int guard won five national  Joved :r ]' . "t t:mnin 1
was playing basketball for  over a hill too Fast and games out there against varl-  was never a fuss, just found a Huﬂ"ﬂ (four with Blarnay A kLIl oo T ine
ey at time, took to we knew it the border check-  ous colleges, two in Boston,  solution every time”, and one with Tralee) and be ﬂ“L'F?' . Ry
the court in Galway city to  pointwas in frontofus. Wegot  two in Mew York and two in~ Therese 0'Callaghan  three national cups (two with  somethis B



‘Mam’s myrock,

she made me

promise not to
uit sport when
she got cancer’

CLONA

INTRAMNSHGENT. intractable or just plain
stubibonm.

Whatever vou call I, that's not a bad
persanality trait to have as a defender and
Kilkenny's Colette Dormer admits she's
g il in spades.

A couple of yenrs agn, when her job as
an architectudal echnician saw her based
insice enemy lines, she was pucking in
e ball slbevs in Douglas one night when
who turned up only the Mackey twins,
Parsela and Kalnini

They're two of the anchor lenants on the
Cork Leam who are the Cats"arch-rivals so
there was nhsohunely o way Dormicr was
surrendering the better ol the bwo couns
L thiem,

*1m mot beaving wotil teey're leaving!™
she hissed velemently 1o hier boviriend.

S eh, exactly how long did you stay?

“Nearly two hours! We were there a good
it befare them,” she reveals, chuckling a
the hunacy of iL

That traii may also have contributed
when hersell and Cork’s Hannah Looney
got imvelved in a bit of shoving during the
pre-final handshakes two years ago, about
which she now loeks a bit sheepish.

= honesly don know what happened.
We were just 5o hyped up for the gume.
Thankfully 1 didn't get too much bad
abuse for it but Honnah did fonline) and
nhat was terribie”

She “reached oo™ 1o Loosney at the sub-
sequent All-Stars do amd the hatchet was
promplly buried.

Yot that stubborn streak. a personality
irait she reckons comes from her Laois
muem - “well that's what Dad says ang-

way" - iz something that has probably
served both of them well

Dormer is one of the plavers featured
in Liberty Insurance’s current ‘Camoffie
Muade Me' campakgn and her video is par-
ticularly poignant when she sits down 1o
study some plotos with her mother.

“Mam was dingnosed with cancer kn
2007, a wmour behind her eye” she
explains.

“1t was the week that 1 was starting col-
bege in Waterford IT, and the night she
told me she had cancer she made me
promise ol 1o glve up sport.

*She had radiation, chemo, sungories,
the lob. She's had a long tough battle but
is healthy now thank God. but they were
a tough two years. She is the rock of the
family, siill does everything for us all
She's my real nspiration.

*She really dido't want me 1o Jose camo-
gie ot the time and she was so right. It was
my outber and it was the (camogic) girls
who came around me and kept me going
mt vt R

Refusal

Dormer's refusal o take a step back has
also helped her maimtain her relevance
in a team where she is now a 2%-year-old
veteran aivd sometimes has had wo batthe
hard for a siarting place.

The Paulsiown defender was only 17
when she joined the counly seniors over
a decade ago, already an All-Ireland U6
and dmible minor champion,

She won four Ashbourne Cups with WIT
where her team-mates included Cork’s
Laura Treacy, but like many of the cur-
rent Kilkenny team, a senior intef-couniy
All-Ireland 1ook a Lime coming.

She is ideally b e all fve of
their recent finals and their duels with
Cark. They lost 1o Cork in 2009 when “we
Tsad a lot of young players and they gave
16 it bit of a lesson™,

“We beat Cork in the 2003 semi-linal and
then mel Galway and niaybe we looked
a it too far ahead after beating them.
As much as we were disappointed, that
was the game where (Gabway's) Therese
Maher finally won”

A year laer the Cats were hack and -
ing Cork again.

“That was a tough one to ke, | always
remtember the dressing-ronm aflerwands
and Ann Dalon suving 1o ‘boitle the
hart”

Two vears on they returned with one
significant change which helped their
undoubted mien w finally bridge Kilk-
enny’s surprising 22-year wait.

“We had Ann {Downey, manager)
back in 2086, She really pulled the panel
together and brought in a lot of new play-
wors, freshiened it wp and drove it on,

Last year's third Kilkenny-Cork final in
fiotir years was 2 goal-Jess arm-wrestle in
horrible conditions but dlimaeed sensa-
thomally when Cork’s Gemma O'Connor
equalised from downiown and Julia
White's 67th-minute wonder-shot edged
il Rebels hiomie,

Was Dormer within tackling distance
of ber?

*1 think everyone was, she groans, “We
were lopking a1 a picture of it afier and
honesily couldn understand how mone

of 1 ot o her”
Dormer may not al b ains wpomEatic
pick but she hasno bem with thal

“I'm nol ane that's put down on the page
first, voud sirugghe at times but that's a
good thing. that makes you work twice as
heard b0 try and hiold & position down,

=Ann picks who is playing well in train-
ing which makes ench trdming SCE%ION @
real battle,” she says.

S bt like the Rilkenny hrlers” notori-
ously belsty sessions, then?

“Ah no, we havent got to fists al train-
ing ver™ Dormer grins, well primed far
the latest insalment of this lascinating
camagie rivalry.

gé?’fﬁ’.
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Kilkenry's

Colette Darmar
eyes All-Ireland
ghary onbe mans



Time for female sports
to accentuate the
positives and eliminate
the negatives

camogie in a sports bulletin is, :
more often than not, thed to a
TOOT Ineptivde o= ‘;“:: Cork v Kilkenny
ﬂ i Accepis coverage of t Murray (Coughan) Kanvansgh (Rowe bistiogs)
game has grown immeasur- Hn':ﬂ-ﬂuw ; gwmm
u‘nl:.rsim e jolned the Cork L Trsacy (Kiaaghi 3 C Feday [Weipas)
set-up in 2002 but Enows that p 4 GViA T I
“negative stories” is what has . Macksy (Ronghe) e . !
people talking about female COpfmgar FRLOREN. = S R [Lacomtiey :
Gaelic games. G OFConnor (31 Fnbam) & & Dalion {53 Lachawng) I
“It i just a pity it Is always € Sigerson (Fieaghy 7 D Tebin [Emerais] |
negative, If we are let the J'Whits {Doughasl & A Faerell [TRomaitoms)
EATE, mm@gwﬂﬂge itgalf ™ AThompson (Milord) & M Faerell [Taomasiown)
Murray insists. AD'Ceanor (3 Vincants) 10 JA Makons (Mulingat _
Eoghan Cormican The Cork goalkeeper, 0 Caonin (Ervisknang} 11 K Power Piowr) -
though not of her own mak- O Cotier [51 Catherines) 12 D Cauls [Weigap) [
ing, has first-hand experience K Mackey [Douglas) |3 5 Farsell [Thomastoes) |
hat controversy is of the controversy which she N McCarthy (rrisca=a) b4 M Quity Malinaval i
required for camogie finds so irritating. M Looney (MEagh] 15 M Walsh (Tuaeoan) .
to mahkn the Eﬂﬁ Last muag'ln. tl;ﬁhnam- T— - uw'
pages frustrates Cor paper e one & Ied- Hﬁ--ﬁl.u[I:Phﬁr_ , L {5l sl J ks ool
captain Aokfe Murray. sonz behind the forced depar- {'wﬁm . ﬁmﬁ {zmes Spcherd, § CiSted (Dickshaom). £ Keare
Heading into her 14th All-  ture of the 2017 Galway Sendor § jichess fre 0. | Hayst ] [t Mt € Do waff
Ireland senior final, it annoys  camogle management was the iy e ﬁmn; | nmhm'mmmﬂnmlm
the 35 yearold that mentionof  county board's disapproval of Sharmrocks], N Desy (James Suphers)
selector Niall Corcoran con-
ducting training sessions with
Murray and others in Dublin.  women's sport can be por- nated post-match discussion, their subsequent reinstate-  back a week,

CROKE PARK FORECAST
+i:|:

“The waalber will be okay:

Tormpemtres ranging from
1518 dagreas. It will be

CORK

No. Of All-Ireland Titles:
1934, 1935, 1936, 1939, 1040, 1941, 1970 1971, 1972,
1973, 1978, 1960, 1962, 1983, 1992, 1993, 1995, 1047,
1998, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2014, 2015, 2017

Path to Final:

It is normally negative
news which sells camogie,”
she contintes. “And I'Il tell
you one thing, a lot of it ism't
oue own dolng.™

Although she did not read
;llm recent ;Sdmh?st?hmnic!e

BCE pEnn ¢ the wWoman
ghe succeeded as Cork cap-
tain, Rena Buckley, Murray
gives a knowing nod when
passages are recited to her
during our chat at the Roches-
town Park Hotel,

Buckley, who retired earlier
thiz year (Murrtay gave “con-
sideration™ to such buot isn't
yet ready to find out who she

Is without camogie), expresses
her annoyance at how

27

Group 2: June 9: Cork 1-19 Wedord 0-7: June 24: Cork 4-15
Dublin 2-3; July 7: Tipperary 1-12 Cork 1-27;

July 14: Meath 06 Gork 3-21; July 22: Cork 6-18 Offaly 3-4;
Semi-Final: Aug 18; Cork 0-21 Tipperary 0-9.

trayed by the media.

Ehe references Kilkenny's
Collette Darmer and Cork's
Hannah Looney pushing off
one another when they should
have been shaking hands dar-
ing the 2018 All-Ireland camo-
gie final pre-match formal-
itles. The Incident over-
shadowed the decider and no
doubt many can still recall the
handbags eplsode - which be-
came a Al media hit - buk
Stl.'liﬂﬂ{.‘ to remomber the
result of the game.

It was the same story for
that Septernber’s ladies foot-
ball decider. Carla Rowe's
first-half point, which was in-
correctly fagpped wide, domi-

1 KILKENNY

| No. of All-Ireland Titles:
1974, 1976, 1977, 1981, 1985, 1946,

not the fact that Cork had
and done six in a row.

“Medla coverape of female
Gaslic games 15 making geni-
ine strides but it seems like
eontroversy is required to cre-
ate more attention,” wrote 18-
time All-Treland medal winner
Buckley. “We are gaing in the
right direction but | want to
see the game itsell given more
attentlon than the subplois.”

In the past couple of
months, Ladies Foothall has
bean again front and centre
for the wrong reasons with the
walkout of 12 players from the
Mayo ladles football squad,
the: ejection of Carnacon (rom
the Mayo championship and

13

1987, 1986, 1969, 1930, 1991, 1994, 2016

Bathitelbinal

Group 1: June 9; Limerick 0-11 Kitkenny 2-18;

June 30: Waterford 0-10 Kitkenny 1-13; July 14: Kikenny 4-13
Clare 0-2; Juby 22- Kilkenny 1-17 Gabway 0-13;

Semi Final: Aug 18; Galway 1-7 Kilkenny 1-10.

Senlor Stals and Facts: Strongest Attack: Cork: 15-121 (166 points; 6 malches- 27.6 points per game)
Strongest Defence: Kilkenny 1-43 (46 paints; 5 matches- 9.2 points per game) Most Goals Scored: Cork (15)
Least Goals Scored: Kikznny (1) Highes! Total Scored in One Match: Cork 6-18 (36 points) v Offaly

ment. Earlier this week the
Mavo squad released a state-
ment alleging the 12 plavers
I:I[ﬂ-l}l:[ o1t because of a “Failed

"Iﬁu:-n ithere was the old
chestnut of dual players being
presented with a fixtures
schedule which had them
plaving two matches on the

game cday. Murray's team-

mates Hannah Looney and

Libby Coppinger were in-

itially leoking at having to
choise one code over the other
when their All-lreland camo-
gle and ladies foothall semi-
finalzs were bath fxed for Sai-
urday, August 18. The LGFA
gventially moved their game

During a summer where
Gemma O"Connor and Mur-
ray moved within one hour of
a ninth All-Ireland camagic-
mdal, where 17-time All-Ire-
land medal winning dual
playver Briege Corkery re-
turned ooactlon a few months
after giving birih and where
the Cork ladies footballers
reached a 12th All-Ireland de-
cider in 14 years, Murray la:
ments that two “negative
stories” garnered most press,

“The biggest issue in
women's sport B8 that ghrls are
not participating in sport
bevond 1B, Yet here we are,
with this negative modia
storm around two dual

s L e

Cait Devane, Tipperary
Beth Carton, Wateriond
Carrie Dolan, Galway
Niamh Mulcahy, Limerick
Siobhan Fannery, Offaly
Denise Gaule, Kilkenny
Jane Dolan, Meath
Katrina Mackey, Cork
Linda Balger, Wexdord

[4-46)

336 45

(133 36

(0-34} H

519) - 3

(2-27) 33

028 M §
320) 2

124 A



,_ Christy
= : 0'Connor

A COUPLE of months back, Libarty In-
suranes filmed a series of video clips
on & number of camogie players, fo-
cussing on the theme, "Camogle made
ot reidy for the read world.”

Some of the players involve] — Col.
lette Dormer (Rilkenny), Gemma
O'Conmor (Cork), Michasla Morkham
(CHTalyh and Mags Darcy ( )=
spoke aboud how their persenal
struggles off the piich, hardened them,
mienially a5 much as physically, for 1z
an the pitch.

“Whether I'm strugeling through
some specialised iraining exercise, or
I'm hiking 20 miles with new recrulis,
o 1'm far avway from bome o the Leb-
anom, or in the deserts of Chad, | know
I have the nesources within o draw
on,” sakil A

*] know [ can rely on that dogge-
neesE, thint mental toughness o halp me
suceeed.

“1 know that I'm tough enough o
overeome almost anything.

“Camogie made me stropg.”

O'Connor, one of the game's mosi
cherished modorn warrlors. has cer-
tainly shown that mental strength'in
recent yoars.

Her late mother Geraldine passed
away at 5§, shortly after the 2015 All-
Irelamd final win agalnst Galway.

O'Connor has spoken in the past
aboul ker strugghes fo cope with her
mather's loss but the kast few years
wero also challenging in other ways for
FConnor,

Sent off in the 2006 AllIreland final
defeat to Kilkenny, O°Connor sufferesd
a torn medial crucinte Hgament (MCL)
in la=t vear's All-lreland semi-fimml,

Yiod she was back within three weeks
for the final against Kilkenny. With
some heavy strapping on her befl knee,
'Connor lasted the B, NsAnag-
ing a monstrous equakising poeint from
e Tendl-weny Dl i the Gl h mdnante he-
fore Julin White landed the winner.

It secured OConnor her elghth All-
Ireland senior medal but the win was
notable for a number of landmarks;
Cork overtook Dublin at the of the
rall of honour; Rena Buckiey ihe
ODuaffy Cup on a day where she col-
lected an Ineredible 18th All-Treland
senbor medal: Buckley also became the
first woman to cagiain hor county to
All-Ireland wictory In both camogle
and Ladies foathall.

it the victory was swoeoter still be-
cause, alter losing the o5 vear's
final to thelr great rivals, Cork wanted
1o beat Kilkenny as badly as any Cork
tesarm et husd berfore,

A year on, and the tables have oere
tainly turned.

There may not be the sume Focies or
serrated edge to the rlmh:;r that there
was heading inte lnst vear's final bat a
fourth (inal meeting in fve years cer-
tainly harks back to the time when
Cork and Kilkenny dominaied the -
mogie warld.

Thet big difference this thne around
is that Kilkenny are now teying to
crack Cork in the same way that Cork
spoent 50 long desperately rying to
break Kilkenny; when they won seven.
in-a-row between 1985-91, Ellkenny
defeated Cork In four of those deciders.

That desperation from Cork added
an edge to the rividry decades ago.,

Kilkenny did beat Cork twe years
mpo but three All-Iretand final defeats
in five seasons — and 8 potential
fourth All-Ireland defeit (0 Cork in 10
ecisons — has turned the pun on Kil.
kenny. !

With just one All-Ireland in the inst
24 years, that desporation from ¥ilken-
1y now i5 oven more acuie becouse of
the bael Boad which has simmered be-
tween these two groups over the last
cotple of seasons. The competition is
far m.nnr: ?ijpﬁgm ﬁmﬂhi_l wi.g wlhen
Cork ANY WS L only cumo-
gle show by town, %

Botweon 1870 and 1993, the two
shared 23 of the 26 titles on offer. Gal-
way and Wexford have alzo won All-

Coric's Gemma 0'Connar signs the shirtef Gara ' Driscoll from Enniskeane, a5 Enniskeane Camogie CJub busted the Cork Senior taaen for

Rivalry built
on serious
ilience

an Open Training Session, in assodiation with New Ireland Assurance, as they prepare for theweekend's All-Ireland final,

Hannah Leoney of Cork in action against Graoe Walsh of Kilkenny, supported by team-

mate (ollette Dormer.

Irelands this decade:; Dublin and
Watorford reached the All-Treland
qugbucmmﬂ ﬂm“his ur had & hig}

NEvEr a ldghor pro-.
file. All knockout games were televised]
live on RTE during this champicnship
while the pame hsd 8 constant pres-
ence, and dedicatod skt on The Sun-
day Game evening show throoghout
the saanmor,

Attendance Mpures have goose up but
the game still appears o be at & cross-
5.

Ficture: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile

There i8 a senst that the standard
amd skill bovels have dropped, and that
the gime B becoming too defenaive.

The recent Kilkenny-Galwny semi-
final produced just seven scores from

play.

Kilkeniny eventually won by 1-10 o
1-7.

Both Kilkenny and Cork operated

with swespers d g last year's All-
Irekand decider.
The weather was a factor but, with

heavily packed defenees on elther side,

Picture: lim Coughlan

there were only seven scoros in the
first half.

It didn’t got much better aftar the

the final seore was - 10 to 020,

Sunday’'s final conld be another low
scaring dogfight bt the spikiness 1o
the Cork-Kilkenny rivalry has still
glven the goume the kind of profile and
attraction camogie needs.

“We're very lucky that a crunch ri-
valry has developed between Cork and
Kilkenny,” sald Camogle Assoclation
spokesmin Cian Welson during the
wenk,

The Cark-Kilkenny rivalry always
meant something but Kilkenny are
driven now by the same manic desirg
anel hunger for success that propelled
Cark for years, when they Were mani-
cally hunting — and eraving — whai
the odher crowd had,

“We've reached fve All-Ireland
finals and enly won one,” sald Colletto
[Bormer in one of those video clips.

“We're well versed in loss at this
Slage. Bt won beam to phek youwrssl up
again. to push through that heart-

pain, 1o keep moving.
Wit g Yo e
i ng you i =
fuel i .ﬂl.l‘:ﬂﬂf

Amdl that s the kind of onslawght
that Cork will now neod to most head
on in Sumday’s final.



Briege happy to be

CAMOGIE

u Mary Newman

EVERY team has its special person —
a character both on and off the fleld, .
someane who nvariably always pro-
duces the goods on the big day.

Last year, as Cork celebrated on
the pitch after Julla White™s last-gasp
point saw them snatch victory over
Kilkenny in the dying seconds of the
Liberty Insurance Camoghe final, for
EOME reAsen mT aitention was
caught by something happening ap
in the corner of the front of the
Efrf“ Stand, near the Davin Stand

A dymamic character for many
vears on the playing fields was batt-
ling her way over the railings and
onto the pitch and she came thunder-
ing down the field, only this time not
togged out in her playing gear but
with a handbag flying off her
shoutlders as she ran to embrace her
friend and long-time plaving col-
teague Rena Buckley.

Emntir one Bricge Corhe?
This fime she was in the role of

supporter and as she battled with a
steward to get through the cordon
onto the pitch, someone told him who
shi was,
“Hey, that's Briege Corkery. She's
a legend. Let her in there to go down
o the Corlk gélm.“
And to be Falr, b duly obliged.
Her name is certainly ndary
and why not with 17 All Ireland
medals to her credit, eleven in fiood-
ball and six in camogie, but she
makes litthe or nothing of her hage
sporting status and is modest in all
things does and so 1t was as she
stepped away aver 5o quietly at the
end of 20016 and she explainesd why:
T juest didn’t enjey inter county at
all in 2016. It was a strange year.
Coming heme from matches, 1 be
scrutinizing myself about how I'd
played. I'd be looking at the papers to
ses how they said T played, some-
thing that was just so out of char-
acter for me, | never even looked at
the papers bafore. I'd be cranky
coming home from training and
matches, and I'd miver been ke that
before either, where I'd be annoyed
about 50 many things, In the end 1
Just fielt it wasn't worth that, so 1
skipped away from it all"
sH away was the operative
word, Cork lost to Kilkenny and the
football team won a week later and
when both teams resumed training
in January there was no sign of
Briege, but a lot had changed in her
lifee since the early days when as a
carefren youngster she joined both
!hlis. camogie and ladies footbhall pa-
no
Many things led to Briege's deci-
shon 1o slip quistly away but in reals
ity the main one was that she was
st worn out from it all. Briege was
oW nmr:lnfaa dalry farm with her
yhuskand, Diarmuid Scannell, and
was gotting up at the crack of dawn
and working a long 12-hoar day. At
the helght of the championship sea-
pson, she wonld be heading to training
witly thecamogic and football panels

'ﬁﬁqrdj:-ntghtg a week and also
witha of sometimes two at the
Hﬂl&%'she was trying to be
loyal to her club’s commitments as

Cork players Linda Collins and Briege Corkery after the Liberty Insurance All-
Stadium in Thurles, Tipperary.

well and, in the end, it all finally
caught up with her;

“My days were long and [ just felt 1
had no time to myself and [ didn't
migs it at all last year. [ definitely
didn't mizs travelling in and out for
teaining. I loved playing with my
club and giving them my time and on
the days of Cork = | 5it-
ting in the stand and just watching.
My plan was to have a gpood vear with
the club, spend more thme with my
husband, a bit more time on the far-
ming and then mayhbe start a family.™

Things were to change though and
when B fook up a job with Bank
of Treland last year Pandie Murray
began to call, asking if she had any
interest in returning to the panel.

“T honestly didn’t think I'd be
coming back, and I suppose at that
stage | wonddn't have thought that
they'd ask me back, but Paudie
would ring me and e put it in to my

mind. That January, when the girls
played thedr Mrst league game, it was
kind of weird and really 1 just felt it
would be nice to be back out there.
By then I'd taken a break from the
farming and Bank of Ireland offered
mi & job so the hours were easier — it
was nine to five oF six compared 1o
being up at six or seven and still
going twelve hours later, Maybe it

Jwas just when I had more time 1o my-

self that that's when | missed it
Briege made up her mind and
finally told Paudie that yes she would
go back but two days later she found
out she was pregnant so that put her
reiuEm on hold.
e (s oo il 9
April and is their pr JOy an
now with her hands full as a new
mather Briege wasn't so qure thero
wonld be much space in her Jife for
camogie but the pall was again
gtrong so it was time for a re-think.,

= After having Tadhg | was so unfit,
I mitzzed the level of fitness that | had
before and I started missing the in-
tensity of it all too. Paudie just said to
go on the fitness programme with
Cork back in June and see how it
went, see hbow 1 was feeling and we'd
take it from there, It gave me a good
challenge — the enly way of knowing
where you are s when you go back
training. It was a bit strange at first.
Golng back, the one thing I £ald to
Paudle was that T didn't want to put
anybody aut, [ 'wasn’t going to go
back if any of the girls felt that way. It
took me a weak oF two U0 Teel com.
fortabde but the girls have been great,
they put me at case. It was nice when
they'il come up to you after or send
your a text and say "is nice to have
vou back’, 50 once 1 knew they were
happy | vas happy too"
fo has definitely changed since
Tadhg arrived, Briege can no longer

@®!t's good to be back a.nd 've really enjoyed it. It was all just
about feeling | wanted to give it a last hurrah.@y@

back for last hurrah

Ireland Senior Camogie Championship semi-final match between Cork and Tipperary at Semple

Picture: Matt Browme/SportsileMF

riin out the deor as she wsed do, now
sometimes a babysitter has to be or-
ganisod and she langhs as she ex-
plains.

=Siire you know me, | was always
running and racing but I'm very
Tucky Diarmuid and mysclf have
great parents and familles and with
so many nieces and nephews they
are all only too willing to lend 2 hand
and we really appreciate that.”

Baby. Tadhg was in Thurles as
Briege maide her appearance in the
latier stages of thie semi final and b
will e there again on Suniday next
with Diarmuid and the extended
family as one of camogie’s most dee-
orated and pleasant players takes
her place on the Cork pancl and in
hor usual humble way she SHms Up
haow pood it feals:

“It's the rest of the girls that have
got us to the final, they've been bril-
liant. If I can contribute in some way
if T pet on, then UL be happy, I:Illlt thay
bz done all the work, Bt it's jpood
to be hack and T have really wijojul
it, Tt was all just ahotit fﬂnjnil
wanted to give it a last hurrah.

Weleome Back Briege It Good to
Seo you Hack in the Red and White.



Rebels bid
to do the
double
this time

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

EVERYTHIMNG ks resdy for the
lﬂ&t: Croke Park fomorrow.

k ance again bid for the
double, as they have done for
the lazt fhree vears. In 2016 W
came hone empty handed as
Hilkenny caplured both tithes.
Last yoar our senfor team de-
fied the adds to shatch th title
with a late mally boi our inter-
modiate side left it behind
them as Meath camie back 1o
force a draw,

The intermediate side whil
b bidding to breach an 11-year
gag asil bring the county’s sec-
ond Intermediate title. Cork
waty the i | title i 2006
finad 14 wonld be a great start to
the day to see Corl man Jack
MeGrath present his trophy to
Sarah Harrington.

Thiz competition was inan-

mirated in 1992 with Corn Ui

mirsdil being presented to
the winners but it was discon-
tirued in 3005 and replaced by
the All-lreland Senior B
Championship in 2006 and
017 Dt im 2008 it roverted to
:;.ll-.‘f intermediate champion-

.

Cork have losi Mnals in 2008,
a0dh. 2016 and 2017, The hisart-
break of this side losing two
finals 15 very much on tho
minds of everybody as they
hid to pevere Uthe resulis of 2006
nmad 2017,

For players such as Finola
Meville, Sarah Harringten,
Leah Weste, Sara Buekley,
Wiamh Wi Chaoimh, Laaren
Callanan and more a8 victory
tomarrow would mian 50 50
msch.

Last vear Cork edped aheiud
of Dublin on the roll of hosor
with 27 senbor tithes,

Remarkably only seven
counties have lifted the
O Deffy Cup, trailing Cork
and Dublin with 13 tltles are
Kilkenny, Wexford are on
soven, Antrim, who have been
out of the limetight for a long
time, are on six, one aboyve
Tipperary, with Galwany on
b

Yoo,

Killkenny took centre siage
for a while nnd were dominant
hefore Cork returned to the
top, Then for a few years, the
journoy wns hard as a8 new
force emerged In Tipporary,
annexing five tiles in a 31x-
yoar spell.

Cork bounced back amd re-
galned control in 2005 and 2006
bt we Failed to make it three
i o row and Wexford seized
thelr chance to grab the title
i 2007, Cork were back agnin
i 2008 ard 2008 but a blisjer-
ing thros years saw. Wextord
make il thioee of the Lol 2000,
2011 and 2012,

Galwny took o e In 2003
as they 5 ool o fancied Kil-
Kenmy sithe, Cork made it back
1o Back thibes In 2004 and 15 bk
were recked by Kilkenny in
20146,

Lazt vear they got their re-
venrpae bat 1ot 1t very late. To-
maorrow. is anothor hwge ask,
HKilkenny will be bursting o
ot revenpe, Cork determined
o Eua.-elut yiear was no flnsh
in thie pasn, it promises o be a
classle.

Linda

KILEENNY mﬁemln Shelly Farrell was
right during her Q&A session with
Lauren Flynn during the week.

Thess Cork and Kilkenny teams
know each inside and oul at this stage.
But thn}l;nl_m know each other very
well off the fleld. Many of these players
attend or attended mllegl together ar

met during Ashbourne Cup weekends
and are friends in this ity

Those (riendships will be put on the
backburner iomorroew.

It was different in my day az a
player. Personally, I didn’t have that
relationship with plavers from otler
counties as | only went to college dur-
ing my mi-twentios,

Mot overy plaver went to college
back then, Moast do today, Plus, with
social media the unfamiliarity is no

Shelley spoke abaot I-:tll-:unutr’a
Eﬂﬂarnllﬂns and the battles wikh
rk.

“Ya're looking at |t as & Hew [
each time, Every All-Ireland final that
we've played agninst Cork has boen
different so we're just going to treat it
Tike its another championship match,

] know that can be diffieult as the
parmne (el his the added pressure and
hype becauss it 15 an All-Ireland final,
bt wo're used to playing each other
now and both teams have come to
kncew each ofher inslde out,

“We know that wo need to manage
our emolions and hopefully we'll come
at with the right result on the day.”

The Cork intermediate side ma
their third attempt at grabbing their
muech deslred All-Ereland title aod bet's

hu:-_Fu it'5 tomaor row, :
hey've gone through their faic
share of heartache, but looking back

o i, 'm s they 1 acknowlhedpe (at
an hoth oecaslons, as a team, they
didn't reach the hoights they're ca-
pabbe of and thats the altimate disap-
poiniment for any player.

Surcly tomorrow they 'l throw ca-
tion to the wind and just go out and
play. Forget the hype, the anticipation,
the dinner that evening.

That dinner is a lonely place if
yourve bost, These players just need 1o
go ont and play 1lke they're in the
tenlning ground.

They'm: in a
wou need 10

Limida Collins mixde a good point kast
week when 1 was chatting with her.
She dossn’d et fazed by the occasion.

She said that <he took up the game
for mﬂ::ﬂuem s why should she stop
enjoying it ahead of, or during, a big
game

Wise words on young shoulders. 1
mdmii io letling nerves got tho better of
mais far boo offen In my careser,

People nsed o sy to me ‘enjoy the
weokend”, 1 would respod, “Are you
mal® “Enjoy T 1 hate it

OF conrse, 1 abaslutely loved it af
Spm i we won, Then 1 just wanted to
ralive 5t

Bt you can'l do that, exotpt kn your
hiead. Win or lose, the day 2 gone,
Enjoy this girls, ghe it your best and
let's see whil 3,15pm brings for you.

ivibeped E:milhn unid
that privilege. ;

GAA club to wish her the best of luck,

The day will start with a 12pm
throw-in between Dublin and Kesry n
the junior final, This grade is still a big
deal for Dublin as they try and byild a
strong senlor squad, thedr 1ast senbor
thtle baing in 1865

Wie've proviewed both Cork teams,
Eilkenny and Down this week. So,
what of this &;mmr final?

[ublin suifered defost ot the hands
of m strong Westmeath unit kst year,
This tima nround, they ane back with a
strong Division 2 League campalgn bsg-
hine Ehem.

Thaey have lost Emor Keenan with a
cruciate knee Hgament imjury, but wel-
comed hack last year's Prember Jundor
Player of the Year, Aoife Bugler for
thair semi-final win over Offaly, hav-
ing saiffered 1 same injury.

Agife was on Fire agalnst CHTaly,
georing 1-4 from play, and she s sume o
improve for the runout, after such a

Julla White, signing autographs for Grace Twomey and

lengthy absence.

In the meantime, Aokbhe Dillon has
been added to the attack from last
year's minors and is proving a ruil md-
dition from placed balls and general
play, the top scorer providing 1-5.of the
312 tally in their semi-final.

Carngh Dawson is another who will
ke weatching-

Korry's improvenent lias been con-
glstent In rocent years and they are
comilng inte this as Division 3 Loague
ehamplons.

That was a welcome win as they
haven't enjoyed the best of luck in
oo finals, loskng at junior A and B
lovel in recent vears, while Clanmaur-
ice, who are, in effect Kerry. lost the
All-Iredand juntor club final in a replay
last Decombit,

In Patrlce Digpin, they POSEOss &

yar whase tatenis deserve io be on
the big stage. A multiple Ashbourne

-hmﬂnqh:
Picture; [ewid Keane

Cats desperate
to regain the title

@@ “Every All-
Ireland final that
we've played against
Cork has been
different...”

Curp winner, Kerry will be looking to
her For thve majority of thelr scores.

Patrice strick 10 points in the 10-
point semi-final win over Koscommon,
who they had also beaten. in the

Finnl.

It was a strong second-half effort
from the Kingdom, as thay trakled b a
pobnt at the break. After Roscommon
moved two ahead, they were unahble to
regksher another score as the Kerry de-
ferce proved Impessible o breach.

At the other end, Jackle Horgan pro-
vided vital support to Diggin and
Laura Collins grabbix] the goal that en-
sured the Green and Gobd were boand
for Croke Park.

Having done well in Division 2, Dub-
Fim w11 Bee Dnvvodneides Lo garmier & sixth
crown at this geade. bat Eerry have
shown tremendous resalve fn recent
vears and will I lﬁfﬂﬂ L0 CiliEe @6
pael |



'LIBERTY INSURANCE ALL-IRELAND

SHHDH CAMOGIE FINAL
CROKE PARK, 4:15pm, (tomoarrow)
Ref - Eamon Cassidy (Derry), Live on RTE 2
CORK (probable)
1
AMurray
P 3 (i)
NO'Callaghan LTreacy P Mackey
u |“;' . . | 5 E T
Corké's Aoifie Murray and Kilkenny's Shelly Farrell with the 0'Duffy Cup ahead of tomarrow's All-reland final. Picture:INPHO/James Crombis L Copplnger G 0'Connor CSigerson
. ' 8 9
JWhite AThempson
10 n 12
A'Canmar 0 Cronin 0 Catter
;I3 14 15
H Matkey M McCarthy HLoaney

improvein final

LASTFIVE CHAMPIONSHIP CLASHES

2047: Cork 0-10 Kilkenny 0-9 (AN-lretand fmal)
2016: Kilkemny 1-13 Cark 19 (AB-reland fal)
2018: Cork 4.10 Kilkenny 110 (AR lrelamd semi)
2004: Cork 212 Kilkenny 19 (All-Ireland final)
20713; Wilkenny 2-12 Caork 211 (All-lreland semi),

PACT: Coek have scared 15-121 (in six matches) this

summer compared te Kilkenny's 9-7 {five games)
bt Kilkenny have conceded anly 1-43 compared

to Cork™s 6-51.
OME thing is certain ahead of this Sun-
H25oth sies wikl require 2 mthei
¢z will require a much-im-
proved performance on their semi-final KILKENNY {prubahle}
victories over Tipperary and Galway.
Cork ended up scoring 21 points and on
any day that's a good refurn but there's a 1
it hoid ek aler the gaaue I Bl o Vasiiagh
e game in his ag-
Se%uemjur his s}d&mk ethic. X &
i Kilkeniny WAY gaIne WAS Very : I
For the scors to Tead seven pol s hof All-ireland Senior Chamgpionship Round 2 2 e
or the score 1o read seven points  Cork's Aoife Murray reacts during their Liberty Insurance Ali- fd 3 mp ciun
apiece on 42 minutes — it's not sendor ; CDormr € Fobey EKeans
inter-county standard, Y 4 against Tipp at The Ragq, Co Tipperary. Ficture:IMPHO/Dan Sheridan
I don't believe you can lay the blame for 5 F 7
that at the fact that Kilkenny played a  pable of taking points from freat distance. through the middle, creating the overlap,
sweeper syatem. Many teams are adopt- Chloe Sigerson, Gemma 0'Connor, Orla  the ball changing hands four times before € Phelan A Dalton D Tobln
ing that approach and it"s up to the opposl-  Cotter and Ashling Thompson won't shy  Katbe Power hand-passed (o the net,
tion to counteract it away from having a go. How will Kilkenn Mark ups were Important last year.
Galway also had a sweeper in Tara cope with that‘!‘ngor won't do what Gal- Cork went player for player from the 8 9
Kenny. way did and make Kilkenny's sweepera  throw in, They got their mark ups right 0 Gasle M Farroll
You'd wonder did both teams plan one  player of the match contender. with Gemma O'Connor picking up Denise
or did Kilkenny initiate it and therefore by {;;frl-: won't worry 0o much about not - Gaule, Pam Mackey marshalling Katie
dafanlt we omi on the other side. getting goals if they can continue the high Power, Rena Buckley on Miriam Walsh,
Galway played the ball into Kilkenny point scoring return they've achieved all  Libby Coppinger marking Shelley Farrell, 1
sweeper territory too often and failed to  championship, scoring a massive 121 Laura Treacy on Danielle Morrisey and
attempd to score from distance. points from six games. Cork have con- Chloe Sigerson taking Julie Ann Malone. K Power
At this level you expect players to be ceded six goals in this championship, A hugely important aspect of Cork’s
picking off points or at the very least at-  against significantly weaker opposition. opening half dominance was how Orla
tempting them, from midfield. Kilkenny [s that a concern heading into a final Cronin nullified what is typically a domi- 14
weTen't much better, scoring 1-5 from  against Kilkenny who have the ability to  nant Anne Dalton at centre back. While
lit defences right through the middle? Anne had a better second half Orda fin- AFarrell

¥

Eilkenny will more than likely play a
sweeper system against Cork.

They'Il attempt to play one full foremard,
another in front of that again, leaving the
corners free and they'll play three ool
aronnd the '45.

While Cork don't use a sweeper system
they do crowd the middle third as they too
try to maximise space inside and utilise
the speed of Amy O"Connor, Katrina
Mackey-and Linda Collins. They will hokd
their six defenders In thelr fraditional
positions,

Cork are the one slde that are very ci-

k have sco 15-121 and conceded &
41. Kilkenny have scored 9-T1 and con-
ceded 1-4%, with one game bess,

Grace Walsh had an outstanding semi-
final as did Edwina Keane, Denise Gatile
and Anna Farrell. Gaule however, will
need to take every placed ball oppoltunity

of Sunday,

Kilkenny, 1 foal will need goals to beat
Cark. They are a side capabla of getting
them, and they'll hope to do this on the
break and create the overlap.

Kilkenny's semi-final was level on 47
minntes before that trademark goal,

isheel the game with three points.
Undoubtedly both managements have
studied sach other's set up this past few
weeks, Tactically they'll both be focusing
an creating apace inslde while at the sams
tirne Blocking off routes to goal. For this
reason, we could have a low scoring, de-
fensive final. If it does become a game of
defences, Cork's distance sooring may be
what separates the sides, But Kilkenny
miust be chomping at the bit after the dev-
astation of last year, There's nothing 11ke
adefent in Croke Parck to bring out theand-
mal in you. It's anather hard one to call.




Unbreakable bond of Downey twins adds extra layer of support to set-up

hen Ann Downey knew she
was going to take the job of
Kilkenny senior camogie man-
ager in November 2005, it took
her a few weeks to break the
news 1o ber twin sister Angela.
After they finished plaving with a tally
of 12 AllIreland senfor medals each,
Angela il Ann 1o take time out for

wanted her sister there with her.

There are peas in a pod and then there's
Were wenl 1o
schoal after they finkshed the Inter Cent
buat Aman lidin'e.

“Isuppose | was my father’s pet so1

wasn't golng any place;” Ann recalls.
“Omnce she went, I missed her so much

that they realised 1 was lost without her
and 1 ended up going oo boarding school
with her”

I 2004, a - witlely recogmised ns
ithee greatest player in ca history -
was nammed in the Texm of the Century’
It she i agtend the banguet
mﬂﬂﬂhﬁﬂ‘lhﬂm

Antn and Angela ring £ Every
morning just after 80am and visit cach
other every day. Ann drops her dog, kack,
oo Angela’s home on lser way towork
pnd when Angela is off school during the
SUET, Ann goes 1o her home every day
for lunch.

“If 1 headn't hesind from her or if she
hadn't rang at a certain time, 'd be
warried,” Ann says about her iwin,

Ann, who was born before Angela,
knew the hﬂmdhﬂmwanu
board with Kilkenny cimogie was
by first asking Breda Holmes.

and Breda played wogether
in the: forwards for the Kilkenmy texm
which won seven AllIrelands in a row
between 1985 and 1991

“The work they do, it makes oy life
casier. Ann snvs T don't have to think
about collecting the milk, the jerseys,

geiting the water. They're greal (o
word of encouragement. especiall
the lorwards™

Angeda is on the sideline with water
baottles during games.

“I'm just 2 minor in the background.
But | do, I get totally wra _
kind of hitting every ball, I'm roaring like
4 fish woman and probably saying the

wrong things” Angela says.
'Imghgtu'g;'ddmi:'mdlhq"r: nol
supposed to drive it. they're supposed (o
ey it and pass ol
Does Ann ever tedl vou to be guiet on

Killoeney manasgpir

Ann Downey
{right) with her

Dicrwniy
WATT BRDAHE ¢
SPCRTSFRE

e
i
mmngp the line and mﬁmﬂ
telling them ane thing amd he's telling
them another thing, o shut up So, 1 duly
v o taway with sayi
COurse, SIHIers ge n
sl 1o each other lﬁluhq'hmmhﬂ E
darc say fo anvong clse,
Thisweek Anpela has said o Ann
o wrecked she looks because of the
il of work she's dolng before
tomorrow’s All Trekand final.
All summer s been on to Ann
ahaut taking a bt Anm elidm’t

twin sister Angela

e game. And she
ik sl wi, vou'ne

o acy
L9V HALSIS

3y obpuaqokoyg 18 b ssoad [Eus puels Y

aeyner-eIng S0 Sy g paingud pauniad faucoy uteg uLE) AT e
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want to becase she's taken a week off in
ADIES SUMIBCTS.

“&lie’s ahways trying o do somiething
better than last vear,” Angela siys.

Only those chosest 1o managers and
plavers see the unseen work.,

Wheen Ann scnds 2 WhatsApp message
te the players asking them what they
would like 10 eat belore a game, Angela

s ol io her i she Frets over i
caring back from a player.

Angela sees her sister trying to
arganise pitches for the girls to train,
sees her organising food, sces the
girls put €2 each into the kilty at every
irakning scssion. she soes all the kind of
things an inter-county men's teum would
mever have bowiirmy L

And Kilkenmy are seen as one of the
well-supported camogie feams when it
comes b ihe relationship with the aen’s
oty board

However, Kilkenny camogie still don’
have their own training pitch. no place
tor call home. They remiain dependent on
clubs like James Stephens for cilities

o lver own club Ball swhich
gave them :h-.mni their pitch for o

p guame carkier this Summer.

la befieves kadies” football is
A camoie sifting on their

backside™ with the kind of sponsorship
and TV exposuine it gels.

Shcmnmmcmlhg:pktucﬂ
hersell om the front page of a national
newspaper the day after o the
1959 All-Ircland final with the headline:
Cal with her skirt down’

[ wasn't the fact that we were playing
i am All Irelomed final, it was the fact that
I hiacd e skt onat™

muﬁatmmmmhﬁlfi[uiﬂ
celehrating a goal
down anal realising her skint had been
eaken ol by the corner-back.

As they hope for a repeat of 2006, when
thiev beat Cork in the final, Angela just
wanis to be there for the team and her
SElEr

“IF T sary the wrong thing I might upsct
her. And inevitabdy Il pul ooy foot in it, so
I'm there ifshe wants me” Angeln sns.
Anad just s she says i Ann i ringing her
o1 thee phane.

The first time Angela played in an All
Bl firsal in 1972, as 2 15-year-old, Ann
didn't make the Kilkenmny pancl bat was
there (o cheer on her sisier. Tomorno
the twins are once again backin Croke
Park. 1

& lot Tias changed but same things stay

the sanse.
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SWEENEY

HE All-Ireland camogie final has

" been overshadowed by its foothall

counterpart in recent years. The

emergence of a charismatic Cork

team, their thrilling rivalry with

Dublin and the soaring attendances, last

year's miksive 46,266 in particular, have

seen ladies’ football enjoy a much higher
profile than eamogie.

Camogie wasn't always the poor rela-
tion. In 2007 a whopping 33,154 turned
out to see Wexford defeat Cork. Not until
2016 would football surpass this attend-
ance. Back in the 19805 Angela Downey
was a houzgehold mame in a way that no-
one on the record-breaking Kerry ladies”
football side of the Hme was.

And in the Tast couple of vears camogle
has seen the development of one of the
most intriguing rivalries in Irish sport.

It began in carnest two years ago when
a Kilkenny side given little chance of
preventinga Cork three in-a-row shocked
evervone with a seven-point victory that
gave the county a first title in 22 vears.
For most of 1nst vear's decider it looked
as though Kilkenny were about to confirm
their status as the new queens of camogie.
But, in perhaps the most remarkable
finish of the vear, two magnificent inju-
re-time points from Gemma O'Connor
and Juliz White saw Cork through by
(=100 b -5 .
Today it round three. There i8 no
denying that this pairing has caught
the publie imagination, last yenr's final

e —— e ———— e T

Riveting
rvivalry too
closetocall’

ALL-TRELAND FINALS INFO

B Liberty Insurance All-Treland
Senior finak Cork v Kilkenmy, 4.15, E
Cassidy (Derry) Live RTETwo & RTE

M Liberty Insurance All-Treland
Intermediate final: Cork v Down,

B Liberty Insurance All-Treland
Premier Junior final: Dubilin v Kerry,
12,0, A. Doheny (Lacis) Live RTE

Player

B Tickets will be available to
purchase today at the Ticket Office
at Gill's Comer on Jones' Road.

attendance was the biggest since 2000,
Cork's victory that day seemed to show
that, like thedr football comrades, this
team could carve aut & vickory if there was
any opportunity at all of doing so. There’s
something uncanny aboul the ability this
generation of Cork players have displaged
in tight finishes.

A defeat like last year’s can crush a
team. Yet Kilkenny bouneed fowin
a League final when they had a point to
spare over their Cork rivals. They've won
all five myatches on their way to this final,
enjoving an average winning margin of
gver 10 points. The Rebels have been maore
ruthless still, they've gone 2ix for six and
thelr winning average is almost 18 points.

These aren't just the two best teams
in camogie right now, they're probably
thie best two there’s been in some time.
With the score in All-Ireland finals at
11 it feels like theres something pivetal
about todays game. The winners could

4
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g on to dominnte for the next couple of
vears. [1s one of those contests which, as
theidentical bookies' odds for both teams
shows, really is too close to call,

They're two very different sides. Cork
are going for a fourth tithe in five years
andd have survivors from the team which
played in eight successive finals in the
noughties. Gemma O'Connor, ane of the
greatest plavers in the history of the spord,
is going for a ninth All-Ireland medal. 5o
ks Aoife Murray, while Orla Cotter and the

= h .I-.'

indomitable Bricge Corkery, who came off
the bench in the semi-final, are looking
fior a seventh.
Kilkenny, on the other hand, spent over
twao diecades lnnguishing behind the likes
of Cork, Tipperary and Wedord, Hence
the extracrdinary hunger they displayed
two years ago after losing both the 2013
and 2004 finals. The likes of Katie Power,
Denise Gaule, Michelle Quilty and the
magnificent Anne Dalton are entitled to
feel somewhat under-rewarded by com-

- -
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i Lot |
.:.-!'n_u.L —= '
a i
T = RS T

Cark’s Gemma 0'Comnor in actien against Kilkenay duo Denise Gaule and Katie Power during last year's All-Ireland final. Phote: Piaras O Midheach

patrison to loday’s opposition.

Cork's unparalleled competitive spirit
midght seem to give them the edge, But
then there is the sense that Kilkenny
could be the coming team. Under normeal
circumstances you'd imagine they'd also
hove the sdge in terms of hunger were it
not for the fact that this Cork team is full of
players whe never seem to tire of winning,
Camogie’s golden era may well have been
the vears from 2004 1o 2000 which saw the
four biggest final attendances in competi-

tion history. The tast two deciders between
Cork and Kilkenny ranked as number five
and gix after & number of disappointing
years, This is a rivalry to really revive the
country’s most under-rated game,

Only four times in the camogie final’s
B&-vear history has there been a draw.
There hasn't been one sinee Cork and
Limerick drew in 1980, In the year of the
hurding draw, might another one be on the
cards today between these two perfectly
roEtchied teams?



ENA BUCKLEY hml to
make pence with ber
legend: She is the most
speeexaiul Mpure in
G listory, with 18
senior All-Trekamd
Champlonship wins split
eetween 11 in Toatball
and sevien In camogids.

She wis hoteaeed 0% an Adl-Star 10
thmes in her career, picked five
times an Football teams and five on
the e e sebeciion

Whenshe led Cork 1o the camogie
tile last Seprember, on whal was
e lnsl pppearance in Bebel red
hefore refirnement, shi: hocamis the
firsi porson to capialn o county Lo
football and camogle Chomplonsiip
wictories,

O (ve ooemstons In her caredr,
shie won feotball and comogie All-
Ireland donbles in the smne season.

Her status within Gaclic games =
cloguently expressed inn display
celebrating ler achicvements in the
GAA Musenm 18 includes the jersey
sl wore in 2005 when, a8 an 15-
i‘unr-nlu, shie won her Ficst Adl-

relamd, a foothall anc.

Also fentured is the jersey she

IT'S little wonder that Cork
iogend Rena Buckley has
mooome sueh B role model. In
hor time with the Rebeloties,
playing both codes, she has
won 18 All-treland tithes, 11 in
foothall and seven In camogie,
plching up 10 All-S5tars in the
process (five in football and
five in hurling).

wore wien winning title Mol Iast
Seplembor

Her stceess makes her o towering
fipruee not anky i e GAA bul in
1rish sport.

And wer despite all st she hnd 1o

i used (o her greainess, It teok
time to ke sense of ithe plice W
which her deeds elevatod her,

I was struggling with it for ages)’
she rempembers tw. “Then there
wis i Fronales (n Spart day ima
sehool In Fermoy, Fona (X Diriscall,
the Tormer Cork camogle player,
was there as well,

“he had trained me and was oo of
thie people T looked up (o when 1 wis
yvoung. someone asked her about
heing a role model, and Fiona put it
Iuick on the person who asked the
ARSI

She said. Do you have lirst

cousing younger than yout Bda you
have neighbatirs Younger than ¥oi
or younger brothers and sislars?

[ hape voir Fealise That you're o
role el for them™.

1Bhe wis saying that
everybody is arole model for
somelody. No matter how g
i role model you dre or how
wrinall o rode meocel you Tecl
wl g, you re stil aorole
myodel for people, 5o you should
comguct your wll'a'lF'r-'f'-'Dt':ill-l'-'ll'-
regardless of whetlicr vl e 1o e
miedki o me

sAfter that T was much mars
setibed aboon . 1t seitled my mind
hugely. 1 tsonigrhit mbonat it Juned smial,
= That's & ereit painl ™. Everyhody is
actunlly a oy madel IS just
meny b thene are o few more taking
nolice o me.

Everyhidy should take thelr role
serbouslv’

Buckley ks one ol the
rransformative fpures in the
history of wamcen in the GAAL In
2015, she and Briege Corkery broko
ihe peeord for mdividwn] All-Tee and
wins when surpassing the 15 won by
Koy Mills wiils the Dublin carnole
gide betwesn the 19405 and carly
| LT

A year lnter, Buckley maoved out on
her own with that valedictory
cumogie win, her contritiution to
that fingl plory recognised whin she
was named the Blayer of the Yenr

It isn't colnckdental tat the profile
of campgle and ldies Fonthadl havi
grown in fandem with the
cxiraordinnry career cnjoyed by
Buckloy and her generation al Cork
L -mdit s,

The Toothallers, in particular, are
the most exteaordinery side in Irish
wanlen's sporl. Renn Buakley never
Tast mn All-Trelind Toatball finat, her
record 11 wins from 11 pppenrancesy
(o Tour occasinns siie was ona
Insing camogie tenm on final deay )

How could she not inspire the
weneratlons coming alter her?

Ay blggest female role mede
when 1 wis younpger was Zonia
(sullivan she says. 1'm nad
putting mysell in that category at
all, bt Iook ot thie role models we've
had n e society, ke Sanin nnd
Rathe Taylor

“I'he biggest thing that they e
stwowm and v they're such great
rode moddels, 5 because they've
shown their weaknesses, They're
viery homan,

“That's mode me realise that you
neecl to be yoursell, Everybody has
syisnkneases, and 1 think that's what
snuciely necis,

T'm oot perfoct, §eértainly have
wienknosses pnd flows and
evervthing bl as long as vou hiye
pood valiees and you'ne delng yvour
best, I think peaple will respect LEGEND:
that.' Cork's Rens

‘That integrity was forged ina Buckley has
childhsod in dnniscaren, B parish an Emazing
Iying to the west af Cork city, Her track recard

This year's
fem ry exh
at the GAk Museum
reflects on the changes over
the past 20 years since it first
opened its doors. One of the
stories in this time was
success of Rena Buckley, The
ncludes the [ersay

Cat

\'

mother Helen and fathets Tim raised
hior heother Jorry, Boena and Ber
vl sistier MEnrw in hiarechmad thit
was ol impnersed in the Dodds
;"«1:- ] Bier, ||II. e svioiald have heer
oo GAG D her hoose
Aly father would have played a
fintle Bt bt very, very |l
“They afi hngely supportive meed
gl an hoard. %y father would Ry
trained us all the way up, bul e Teiel
o leirn i ns he wend
s chnirman ol the Canogee
clial ot s posw and pots m e
tipe sl eMTort, but it wos oakly o
of aur Interesxt that it strted.
L2604, ol Ehe sige of 17, she pliyed
in her first Adl-Teeland final, kosing
the camogie showpicee o Tipperory
Thnt first exposiere be dielent
woalld e Tlecting. Thi Foatbnbl
["I_'|.:|1I_||i|l-||-\.||||n. camE 0 Ao greal
prsles, a Tve-ina-row betwieen
20)5 and 2008, Tollowed by six-in
a-row Teom 2001 to 2006, Camogis
wins came in threo double spurts
{61 2O5- D06, 200S- 2008 mndd 24
015, hielare the closer kst




CORK'S 0-10 to 0-8 victory
over Kilkenny in the All-
Ireland Senlor Camogie final
at Croke Fark last year set
the county up for their 27th
win in the competition.

it was a seventh camogie
title for Renda Buckley
ipictured left with her beam-
mates).

Kathleen Mills won her first
All-Ireland with Dublinin
1842 (abowve). Also picturad is
the 1804 Céchulainn team
from the capital (above, Left).

September.

The early wins were, she recalls,
understated in the covermpe they
recelved. The profile grew instep
with the victories, but in those early
yvears, they were largely left to
themselves to celehmte,

Toawas actually chatting to.a plr
from Galway (before the hurlin
final}, and she was hooking the day
after the final of f work hopling
they'd win, after the madness of the
celebrations lnst voar

‘And she siid, “Sure You must be
woll used to that™. And 1 was
thinking back to coming home from
All-Iretands in the cardy doyvs, when
nobody really knew us, and (the
celebrations} were mad!

‘And then o5 you get a bit older and
piopli started to know vou, you haed
to hehave yourself!’

Those great Cork sides were
distinguished by their condoct as
well a5 their triumphes,

In her case, Rene Buckley
attributes it to.playing with older
teammates, IF was commoniy the

wiy in the lndies gnmes that notable
young talents were promoted to
senior teams in thelr mid-teens,

‘1 think o huge poet of it and
something that is changing In GAA
nmiowy, bt when 1 was younger you'd
be playing up ages anawlul lot," she
EAVE,

T think that's really good to mature
yiu, hecause you're arpund elder
people wl the time. 1 never had s
rebellions teenage phase, because 1
wis hanging around with people
who were five or slx years older.”

Rena Buckley i something o great
deal mone mportant than that. She
Tnughs in recalling a club-mate who
was standing in froot of her display
in the GAA Museum when his
telephone rang and he sew her name
on th sCroemn,

She is hoping to get Into see it for
herself.

‘Thanklully, Cark got to the
camopic and ladiss foothall Mpals,
and Il definitely go to them,' she
says, 1l probably call in then
alright.

BY SHANE
McGRATH

:
:
;
:
&

KATHLEEN MILLS was carried off the plich
by jubllant teammates when Dublin beat
Galway to win the All-ireland camogle title in
1861,

it would be the last match the 38-

{sbove) would play for her county - and she
was retiring a :

The Eabnaym m'ﬁrﬁ the 15th All-Treland
triumgph for Mills over a 20-year inter-county
caraer, Her remarkable record stood until
Rena Buckley and Briege Corkery overtook it
in 2015, and Buckley moved out on her own
in 20186, findshing Last Septembar with 18.

Kathleen Mills, bettor known as Kay, was
Born in Inchlcore in west Dublin In 1823, Her
mother died when she was 18 months old
and she was ralsed by her maternal
grandmother. She showed sn aptitude fora
number ol sports as a child but settled on

camogie, making her senior debut for

“=._  Dublin In 1841 when she was 17.

Kathleen She played her first final that
Mills’ medals year and Lost, but wen three-in-
are on view in the " row between 1942 and 1844,
GAA Museum - the A dispute saw Dublin fail to
include All-lrelan compete |n the All-Ireland
Championship, Inter- | series In 1945 and 18486, but
Provincial and Dublin - ghe won her fourth n 1848, Sik-
club honours in-a-row would come between
aaccolades. 1850 and 1855, with fve-In-a-row
between 1857 and 1961 Mills only
came to public prominence in 2013, 17
years atter her death in 1886, She was on
shortlist for the honour of having a bridoe In
Dublln nemed after her. [n the end; the
activist Rosie Hackett was chosen, but Mills
gndures as a GAA great.

JACK LYNCH AND
HURLING'S GREATS

» 3 Go to pages 18 & 19
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MARIE

HEX the Eerrycamogie team

take to the pitch today for

the All-Ireland Premier Jun-

for final, it will be a unique

oocasion: there is only one
seniar club represented, meaning they
ape essentially a club team stepping up
o represent their county.

Caoimhe Shanahan, from the Canse-
way club, is the only player not from
Clanmaurice in the starting 15 for the
Kingdom today as they face Dublin, the
county with the largest population in the
oountTy.

It isonly just cver a decice since Kermy
camogic really started to develop with
Mary OConmor, now CEO of the Feder-
thom of Irish Sport, at the helm.

“1 il somne résearch and drove down
1 Kerry. 1 called to primary schools with
notices about meetings,” explained O'Con-
nor who was wotking for the Camogie

Association af the time. “1 went to parishes,
I put notices in neeslctters, T got it called
out from the altar at M, all odd-schoal
methads, things were different back then

“Twent around to different people like
chaimpersons of GAA clubs to see if they
W&m?ﬁmm clubs using

i agres] o weleome
them, 5o that was a big thing.

“Essentially | onganked nights in com-
mumity halls and hoped and prayed that
they would turn up and ey did. [Us quite

ELANDOFTNALS: CORK

RAGH

CONCHUIR

¥ KILEENMY {4.15): D

HERE is nsthing like a Dublin-
Kerry final af Croke Park to get

thee Blosil pumpling, Usough

this is the first time the two

okl GAA rivals have crossed
swords in & camogie champlonship
decider on the hallowed sod.

DBublin make a quick return having

suffered clefeat ot the hands of o
#trong Westmeath unit last year, This
time arotnd, they are here with a
strong Division 2 League campaign
Irehing them, after annexing the Divi-
#iom 3 tithe in 2017

They have lost Emer Keenan with

an equipment-heavy sport so we created
it bank of hurleys and helmets g0 parents
wonldn't have to worry about that

*There was a lot of coaching going in
froem the Kerry Courity Boand for hurding
that girls could meail of too, but we needed
something for them for after schoal.

5o 1went down and gave 4 presenia-
tion, asked the people at the meetings
if they were Interested in setting up the
b il ahoed theem to valunteer for roles

OWH v CORK 12

a cruciate knee ligament injury bat
welcomed back last vear's Premier
Junior Player of the Year, Aoife Bugler
for their semi-final win over Crifaly,
having suffered the same Injury.
Bugler was on fire agrinst the

Faithful, seoring 1-3 from play, and she

is sure to improve for the manout after
such a lengthy absence, In the mean-
time, Aoibhie Dillon has been added to
the attack from last year's minors and
is proving a real addition from placed
balls and general play, the top scores
providing 1-5 of the 3-12 tally in the
clearance of the penultimate hurdle.
Caragh Dawson is another who will
take watching,

Kerry's improvement has been

consistent in recent years and they are

coming into this as Divislon 3 League
champions, That was a welcome win
as they haven't enjoyed the best of
fuek in major finals, losing at junkor
A and B level in recent years, whike
Clanmaurice who are, in effect, Berry,

) DUBLIM

—————

and that was the start of it. The Limerick
County Board were very helpful and they
facilitated the Eerry clubs plaging in their
competitiona™

At that time, Patrice Diggin toak upthe
sport. Prior o that she had horded with the
bows bul she mever had a team of hér own
1o play with, Now Diggin isn't just the best
player In Kerry, she is one of the best in
the eountry and her three Ashbourme Cup
miedals are a testament to that. Throw in

VEERRY (12.0]

lost the All-Treland Junior Club final
in & replay last December,

In Patrice Dhggin, however, they
passess o player whose talents deserve
te ke showrcased on the biggest stage.
The flame-haired artist is a multiple
Ashbourne Cup winner who Eerry will
be looking to for the majority of their
scores. Diggin struck 10 points in the
10-point semi-final win over Roscom-
mon, wha they had also beaten in He
Leaguae final,

It was a strong second-half effort
from the Kingdom, as they tralled by o

point at the break. Rossommon moved

two ahead, but they were unable to
register another score as the Kerry
defence proved impossible to breach.
At the other end, Jackie Horgan
provided vital support to Diggin and
Laura Collins grabbsed the goal that

ensured the green and gold was hound

for Croke Park.
Having done well in Divigion 2,
Darblin will be favourites Lo claim a

Battling against the odis to spread the camogle gospel

Kerry's Patrice Diggin: "1t was great playing in college. The girls made it so casy. Photo: Kien Sultea

a Player af the Mateh award in the 2004
final, &5 well as her captaining the Yeam,
and there is no doubting that she can mix
it with Uhe et

“It was grea!.p]mn;g.u:-.uﬂngiem colbege,
the firls made it so casy” said Diggin,
"Thiy weren't looking dovwn on yoo be-
cauge you were from Kerry or anything,
they were =0 helpful and really enabled

me o play to my pofential,
“There was two of us from Eerry and

sixth crowm at this grade bul Kerry
hive slyown tremendous resolve in
recent years and will be looking to
CILUEE AN wpsel.

FATHS TO THE FINAL

DUBLIN

Group 2

July 14: Dublin 0-22, Armagh 1-8
July 22: Roscommon 0-5, Dublin 2-9

Semi-Final, August 18:
Dublin 3-12. Offaly 1-3

KERRY
WE Kerry 2-1L Clare 0-&

. are =
Juby 21: Kerry 1-15, Limerick 0-8
Bangust 4: Offaly 3-6, Kerry 1-9

Semi-Final, Asgust 18:
Kerry 115, Roscomeman 1.5

the first two or Uires seasions we were so
nervoas we just stood back from everyones,
but once we god into the swing of it wewere
happy cwt. Wewere still only coming with
Eermy at that point, and when 1was in U1
was il o bearn things thai 1eowld bring
hack to the club and the count”

Last year Diggin was namied Munster
GAAS Camogie Player of the Year after
leading her clab Clanmaorice to am All-Tre-
land final and replay.

Although it was a great achievement
it slso means that with the club and the
county being one, the plavers pretty much
train all vear roamnd. Digyin would lee to
se heer tedm, win today ard mdve wp bo the
mext grade, but it won't be easy for them,
even il that happens. They nolonger play
in Limerick so there is o lack of opporio-

rity anvel grumes for the girls in the county,

“Our problem is that we don't have the
competitions and therefore the numbers
underage coming through the anks ane
limited. There i abways poing to be just
one senior teme AL the moment e
wiodt T be b clulb teams because we don't
have the competition here, and because
there are no competitions we ane losing
girls at 15 and 16 and we ané not getting
them back.

“Thiy are trying their best but it’s the
lack of competition, we were playing in
Limerick upalong, but that’s gone. [ Know
girls whio this vear have played nocamaogie,
thiere are & few of them playving with the
county — once they leave under-14 there
iz nothing until they play sendor again.

“leleally I'd I&e to be plaving in Lim-
ertck still but thats not what they want,
they think we shoubd be sanding on our
o fimet, Our cub lead got up to senkor
there. We weren't winning much but every
girl was petting a mateh, whereas now o
girl sitting on the sideline today might
have got very little gnme time this year
becese of that.”

Diggin feels very strongly about the
future of the sport in her county, bt today

_she is focused on one thing and one thing

only — winning an AllTreland,

Kerry's Jackie Hergan and Dublin's Emer Keenam, Photo: Jamies Croshie




Cork have a slight edge |

URSULA

JACOB

L AND FINALS: CORK v KiL KEMNY (4,1%]

DOWN v CORK (2.0); DUB

HE focus in many sporis in
recent years, including Gaelic
has been largely on

tacties and, more often than
not, the team who wins that
battle takes the spoils.

We've SEE0 S0Me ErCun-
ters that might not have been the most

breathtakingly spectacular in 1S

compelling non " -

today's All-Ireland semor camogie

final to be one of thost FAMEs.
There's nothing between Kilkenny

and Cork. They contested the last two
All-Ireland finals, winning one each,
and it is fitting that this year's decider
pits the two best teams in the couniry
against each other.

There are also plenty of sub-plots
that will add to the appeal of this
game — the match-ups, the manag:
prs and the rivalry all enhance the
intrigue of the encounter.

1 think it’s going to be an extremely
tight and tense affair. | don't expect it
to be high-scoring, but what it lacks in
soores it will make up for with intensity.

LiNv KERRY {12.0}

Both teams play quite a similar
style, they will be trying to erowd it
eut around the middle of the fleld and
around the half-forward and half-back
lines — the aim being to stop delivery
of ball to the inside lines.

Cork's half-forward line could
have a big influence on the game.

In the semi-final against Tipp, Amy
O'Connor, Orla Cronin and Orla Cotter
played there and these are crucial play-
ars who can perform on the big day.

A lot of the talk ahead of the game
has been about Kilkenmy's Anne
Dalton, who is one of the best players
camogie has ever seen and she plays .
that sweeper role so well. 1 expect her
and Cronin to have another titanic
battle, as they did in last year's final
when the Cork forward had a massive
game, with three points from play.

Kilkenny and Dalton will have
learned alot from that day, however.
They will know that you can't give
Cronin space or she will punish you.
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She's a runner, she's athletic and she
is well able to hurl and shoot from
distance.

Kilkenny have only conceded one

in the whole championship but

this won't worry Cork because they
know their players in the half-for-
ward line can get the vital long-range
scores, They also have an unerring
free taker in Cotter — she got seven
from seven in the semi-final and she's
not one to be fazed by the big day.

The key for Kilkenny will be their
full-forward line. They will proba-
biy have Shelly Farrell and Michelle
Quilty playing a two-woman full-for-
weard line.

Those two are a dangerous painng
— they are pacey and quick hurlers and
they know how to score goals. But they
will need the right ball delivered to
them, coming into the space 50 they are
able to run at it and do damage with it.

Both teams know each other 20
well, It's the same core groups of girls

n what promises to be a thrilling

in both panels and while they will be
eollectively doing battle, there will

also be some individual duels and this

will just add to the intensity,

The two managers, Papdie Murray
and Ann Dewney, and their tense
relationship also brings an extra edge
to the game. They are similar in their
approach, they are ruthless charac-
ters and will want to win at almost
all costs. Although the action is on
the field, it will be interesting to keep

The key for
iillenny wiil

be their
full-forward line

an eve on their body language on the
sidelines throughout the game. Paudie
and Ann are born winners,; losing
today i wot on their agenda.

Ultimately, it will be a battie and
a fascinating one at that. We know
what these sides ean do. They have
both been consistent all year, they
won their respective provineial titles,
they contested the League final where
Kilkenny came out on top, they topped
their groups in championship and
now they are back to meet again in the
All-Treland final.

I think it will be very close, but 1
think Cork will shade it. They are even
more ruthless than before and, regard-
less of who they have been playing,
they have been driving on and never
letting wp.

They have such a spread of scorers
as well, 50 they will be hard to contain.
Throw in the bench they have 1o,
with the likes of Briege Corkery, and
it's impossible to look past them,
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T was a little annoyed that I hadn't been
brought on earlier. I wanted to do something’

MARIE
CROWE

ORK camogie star Julia White is
a real-life sporting hero. Fresh
from the bench in the Sixth min-
ute of injury time in last year's
All-Ireland senior final in Croke
Park, when the game was deadlocked,
il expertly sent over a point to sacure
the win for her county,

In the aftermath, shie graced the back
pages of newspapers and her name was
up In Hights. Sports fans wanbed to Know
hiow shie held her nerve with so much
at stake. Her feat, and the timing of it,
are exactly what dreams are made of it.

White teaches in Christ King Second- |8
ary Schodl in Cork, a gitls” school with p
close to 900 students. Today she will
play again for her county, on the biggest g
stage, &8 they try to defend their All-Tre- E
lamnd] title against the mighty Kilkenmy

Yel her extraordinary achievements
last year and the magnitude of today's
gamé reconate with only asmall num-
ber of her students, as sport doesn't hold
the interest of the majority of young
girls. White & a hero in thelr midst and
they have no idea.

“Most of the girls wouldnt know
that I'm playing ina fnal” says White,
“The staff would know and the few girls
wivo play camogie with the ctub would
ko, bt mo=t of them wouldn®t knowr
that I'll be playing in Croke Park or on
the TV. They have some fdea that | play
spart bt they wouldn't understand the
gravity of an All-Treland final.

“Ireland soccer player Saokrse Noo-
i was with us, she has just done her
Leaving Cert. The staff knew about
her achievements bot it didn't seem to
register with the studenis.

“I don’t think it's the school's issue, [
Just think that unless you are involved
in sport, then they wouldn't know about
it and that's something that could be.
workesd on; — helping increase the '
profiles of women who play sport.” dubia White: 1 knew Uive Kilksny tean very

White teaches PE and bves it, even ’ coannty, | @ i
though its a struggle to get numbers ! .
o pirticipate in class. Recent research
carried aot by Ll elmoend thnd aae i1




Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Premier junior Championship Final
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Corkretain title after tight,
nervy and dreary affair

h
Malachy Clerkin
at Croke Park

whole, this encounter
felt like another dip

inthegraph

Camopgie can’t keep having fi-
nals like this. For the second
vear in arow, Cork bear Kilken-
iy by o point in a tight, nervy
aame where no goal was scoréd
and the overwhelming majpority
H the peints came from placed
balls.

Orla Cotter and Chipe Siger-
port landed a free each - bath
uestionable-in ﬂ'-edti.ing min-
utes from opposite sides of the
p{tdimhurtm@ﬁugchm-
yions & 0-14 to 0-13 victory in
rent of acrowd of 21,467, Cork
vom't care how it was done,
by that it was,

But for the sport as a whole,
this fielt like another dip in the
zraph. After a few years of blaz-
ing finals around the turn of the
lecade, the showpiece of the
iport has become a dreary day
vt for all concerned.

Kilkenny and Cork know
=ach other's game to the last
-hain of their respective DNA -
his was their third final in 12
monthsincluding the league de-
rider and eachof theem has been
decided by a single point.

Norhythm

Any excitement suggested by
such small margins was offset
here by a game that never got
miaany sort of rhythm. Releree
Eamon Cassidy had a day

where he seemed 1o be fnvolved

in almast every passage of play
- it looked inevitable from a
pood distance out that the re-
sult would be decided by which-
sver team managed to draw a
ree when the game was on the
ine. When Cotter went down
under an imperceptible touch
n the Tlst minuwe, she didn't
peed a lotof dusting off o ready
hersall for the i:hl'lnlﬁwr

“I've had a look at it in the
dressingroom with our stats
people and, without eriticising
Eamon, definitely Orla was al-
ready falling.” said Kilkenny
manager Ann Downey after-
wards, “Owur ﬂi Crs Were
arcund her bug df‘l"t touched
her. 1 thought it was a harsh
enctigh free as you saw from my
reactionon the line,

=1 thought the free against
Davina |Tobin, a minute
earbier] as well - there were two
hard calls on us, Eamon will
Teanee v Jook at his own perfor-
mance and judge himself, I'm
not godng to give out about him.

It is what it is. It's not going 1o
changae the result, we have 1o be
able to take it on the chin and
e o,

Though the crucial frecs
went against Kilkenny at the
end, you wouldn't say Cassidy
favoured either side. In his de-
fence, it was a game refereed to
the absolute letter ofthe law.

Camagie is, in rule, a non-con-
tact sport and at times it didn't
take abot more than adirty look
1o find yoursell whistled up. It
made for a frustrating game,
stop-start and bimy !%rnugh-
out.

*Loyodk it, we can all ialk about
the refereeing of camogie,”
sabd Cork monager Pawdic Mur-
ray afterwands, *Doss it necd to
be tidied up? Yes, it does. ['ve
said that a number of times, |

think the way the rules are a
the moment makes it imposai-
ble for a referee to referee the
game.
"Eamon Cassidy is probably
one of the top two referces in
the country but there is so
much in relation 1o the contact
area, what is a free, what sn'ca
free, that it's next to impossible
[to judge]. IF a player charges
withashoulder, it's just impossi-
ble. 1 don't think it's going 1o
chamge (o a8y,

= think they have to - and
I"ve said it before - that the
rules have to change and go
mare towards the hurling and
let contact be there, | certainky
would think that the majority of
players | have spoken o woukd
b im favour of that and | think
then you would have more of a
Mow to your game. We sit down
with our players and talk to

them about what they should

and shaould not be doing and we

ry 10 wrakn for it but it's next o

impossible,”

o D he 27 podos scored in the
e, 0-18 came from placed
Ils. Cork wok just six shots

‘ I don't know

what way it is
to look at,
sometimes you'd
wish the play would
open up a small bit,
but you just want to
win at all costs,
that’s the bottom
line.

from play across the whole af-
ternoom. The guality of the

free-taking was terrific = Cot-
ter, Sigerson and Kilkenny's
Denise Gaule were the game’s
outstanding players asthey pot-
ted balls from all distances and
angles.,

Openplay
Ultimatcly, Cork had more
threat from open play. With
both sides setting up defensive-
lyand stringing fivea their
half-back lines, Forwards were
starved all day. Karrina Mackey
and Amy O'Connor swished a
couple af points cach wheneis
the Kilkenny inskde line was eas-
ily outnumibered by the massed
Cork defence. [t meant Gaule
Tadl torearry the butk ol the scor-
ing burden for Kilkenny and
when the late calls went against
them, they couldn’t muster an

liser,
“We knew it'd be o tight

garme from start to finish,” said
Caork weteran Gemma O'Con-
nor after winning her ninth
All-Ireland medal. “The cham-
pionship has been quite open
but wi knew the linal would be
sodefensive, we don't give each
other an inch, | don't know
what way it is vo look at, some-
times you'd wish the play would
open upa small b, but you jiast
want to win at all costs, that's
the bottom line.

“Cometimes you'd like the
g to be a bit more free-fow-
ing, that would enly do wonders
for the game. | think he [the
referee] did stop-stant it o bit
too much. But look, we're on
the better end of it, [ can't com-
plain 100 much.”

Camogic
All-Freland finals
reports, page B



Cork prove their credentials
whatever terms of engagement

Another cold war All-Ireland

final and camogie faces an
axistential crisis bui there's
no s-ml:lmmmm far this Cark
roup today.

. -I:Inpl:l: more Paundie Mor-
ray's charges demonsirated
thaey can win regardless of the
terma of engagement.

Hine of the 27 scores yester-
day came from |2||-H,]."..=|I'l indict-
ment of fust how the game be-
twmen the elite teams is played
as it is ofTiciabed.

In Chiee Sigerson and Oria
Cotter, Cork had snipers so
sharp and unerring that it
didn't matter bow far Kilken-
ny ke thiern from their posts,

Cotler's winner wias a con-
troversial one and won't sit
casy with the losers as mukch
as the penalty call againsi
them in the first half.

Profligaey, though, is what
cost Kilkenny as much as any-
thing el3&.

Eight wides to Cork’s four
incleding Claire Phelan’s one
which. followed Cotter's
winmer, responsibility for this
narrow defeat must weigh on
thelr shoulders as much as
anyon glse,

The ome true goal chande
did fall te Kilkenny in the 54ih
mipnie bat Aoife Murmay was
level to Anna Farrell's ag-
tompt and while the Cais went
ahead with the follow-up 45 —
one of nine placed balls con-
verted by Donise Ganle —
Cork novor lof up.

The champions scored the
next two points with Amy
@'Connor finishing off a
nice move before Sigerson
landed a trademark long-
range effort.

Gaule did leved the game for
an elghth tdme in the 5%th min-
ute alter Anna Farrell seemexd
to fall easy when challenged
by Laura Treacy but Cotier
was able to convert the free,
which she won after Cassidy
wppeared o gestiune that she
had boen trippsd,

1t was obvions from a long
way off that freos were going
to define this game. Cotter clid
mikss one earller in the second
half as Gaule did in both
halves but thelr marksman-
elehpy was deadly and it had to
be given the way {rees were
i thirown out like confiotti,

This was camogie [fon a
distance although Paudie
Murray weasn't taking any of
the blame for that.

“We'vea gone (o play
open hurling,™ he said

Ir yon leok at our scores
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Ly

—._--._._‘-1

-
ol o

L —

e 2t v PO o s )

HELPING HAND: Cork’s Ashling Thompson consoles Kilkenny's Katie Power after yesterday's Liberty Insurance

All-|reland senlar camogie final.

this year, we've put up big
scores. IE's not our problem if
somebody poes with & sweepor
igainst 1us.

*“1 read reports and bt
glckens me that we use a
sweapor — we have never
weed & gweeper, We have never
gone to play a sweeper — olr
centre-back doesn’t move ol
of the position. I can’t deal
with the opposition and what
they do. If vou look at it,
they had five on one side of
the fleld and seven on the
aihar,”

Siperson was exquisite with
three low-percentage froes
amd Murray revealed she had
been pinpointed as an asset in
A game sirch a8 yesterday,

“Wa have spent a lof af thina
working with Chloe over the
Inst two or three Years. She's
probably one of the sweetest
airikers of a ball playing the
game and certaindy we did a
lot of work in our long-range
frees becanse we foll we wore
being fouled putside the scor-
ing mnge a ot and we =l we
conld alwayvs plok aff one or
two palnts in and around the
5 20 wo divveloped that.”

In feomt of a 21,487 attend-

ance, the teams went into the
Hiogan Stamd tunnel level peg-
ging, 0-8 aplece, after Orla Cro-
nin kad =ent over the ast two
podnts of the half,

=1 was getting worried at
that stage and thoese two
poknts were key because we
were going in that mors
relaxed at half-time,™ saic
Murray.

Kilkenny had looked keener
in general play for most of the
hinlf but the margin was never
more than two poeints and
Cork bettored them in shoot-
ing efficiency, registering two
wides to four.

“We missed too many
chanees,” sabd Ann Downey.

“ye Tead too many balls that
fell into the goalkeeper's
Tand. We missed a few frees
and drove a fow wides that we
shoulin't have,

“It's mot all down toa ref-
orpe. it's down 1o the game
management when the girls
got onto the pitch and on big
days it’s hard to expect them
i Eu.r'l the whole B0 minwtes
and vse thilr brain.

“At times in the heat of
battle you do things that you
wouldn't normally do. Buat

Picture: InphayJames Crombie

overall | thought our girls
wore magnificent. Thelr hook-
ing. blecking and waork-rate.
Probahly just the finish bet us
dow.™

Cork were hamded a ity
in the eighth minute after Cas-
sidy"s umplres informed him
Amy O Connor was brogght
down In the area although
footage indicated the call was
harsh on Gatile whose ma-
mentom took her into the
Cork foraanl.

Murray blasted the ball
over tee bar and wos in a mole
revaersal at the same Davin
Stand goalposts deep into the
second hall as she stopped
Farell Anding the met. b

“1 didn't see it," Paudies
mMurray suid of his sisber amd
captain’s intervention.

“The game has passed me
by. Obvionsly, we were iTying
tir get curselves set up cor-
rectly. I've heard it was o good
save, That's what she's there
for, really.”

A goal would have been oul
of syne with a game whose
narrative was wholly predict-
able. In light of thelr hatdt for
sinch fimales, that Cork endeid
on the right side of it wasn't all

How they lined out

@ 1. A Murray |
4. P Mackey 17.L0'Sullivan |

11. K Power 13. § Farrell
3. L Treacy i
15. H Loone 5.Lccﬁlnger 7. C Sigerson
13.5.Farra“ 14. M Quilty 10. JA Malone
6. G 0'Connar 9. A Thompson i
12. D Gaule M Farrell i
8.J White 11. 0 Cronin12. 0 Cotter 10. A 0'Connor:
2. CDormer 18..J Cliford 5.C Phelan 4. G Walsh
6. A Dalton
13. K Mackey 20. L Collins
7. D Tobin 3. C Foley ;
1. E Kavanagh _ﬁ
= - 3 ' - e =
] panalty arnd whets Ty wela
o omcone |yt s e
af tha and, ona which seermsd 1o :mmmm;mpar.
purzie her as much as anyDody | keen to point oul that théy had 2
aise. Referes Enmon Cassidy detancies ned wip by Kilkanmy's
infuriabed e Kilkanny sdeiing idnc.wnuhmm \
with the call, X was ono ol several | Musney ot that tha lsams
bcering: calls. ks ach oiher S0 vl thal iteetics
proved pasier thisn usisal.
cmm'g"mmi.l 1his doasn't pmn'p!: PHYSIO ROOM
mmgahmumit | There didn appear 1o be anybady
ﬁaﬂﬂmnﬂi‘gmﬂ.m | sutlering the il efiects of yesteeday's
Milamy have outgrown the | Tinal.
game, “Sometimes you'd ke the: |
gams ba ba a bt mony | BEST ON SHOW
that would oy do wonders for the | The marksmanship of Ora
= s Gemima O'Connor, *) | Cotter and Denisa Qaule was 50
E:T'mmmhw}ddwm | impresiva and yet Fa latior vill
it B bl 400 muchy, bl koo, wa'ne on h&mﬁaﬂmﬁm
batler ond of it, | 20T complain. | & coup. Wihite and Chios
En‘l.l:h.' Sigarson Gave slafing shows.
MAN [N THE MIDDLE
Gm?{?ﬁmmmm Podantic. Ovarnasious. A i
anthor day when Cotk wa ot have Dean aimed ad
‘a‘m:ﬁ‘ﬂhﬂ:ﬂﬂm— ﬁ@ﬁﬂhﬁ;ﬂmmrm
theat afterwards and | giing gocd advantage al times.
¥'s sornithing afee the fury about | Howeves, he had created such &
the aificiativg Shat will nenn with | Zero toherarhe ermdrorement thalk by
1T | the racl pleryess wens ining up o s
immwm“mu.rmnlﬂd
BAD DAY | them. The penaly call, on i

ks camagie in crisls? Whan plevars | basis on his umpines’ jutigemant,
wmmmﬁmmgmuﬂdmm
more

being @ non-contact sport. dothe | MEXT UP? _
powers-FatHoo rmakse tis at a | Tha 2019 league will be up and
crasaraais? | running come

| rucra KT Gor inthe
SIDELINE SMARTS | compatition as Hey did this yoar
At the cutsat, e Cork lorsands doasn eount Tor much n thi long
garthared in and andund e KEEny | nun. o R

O'Connoe; B Mackoy, L Collng

Subs for Cork: L Homan for L. Collns
i504; M. MoCariny for & O"Connos
B 4

KRLKENNT. E. Kmmnagn; C. Foloy, D
Toobin; A Dedlon; G Wassn, C.Phaian, J
Cllfged, C. Dorear: M. Famed, [ Gaulo
J.A Malona, M, Quty 5 Faresdl (£} A

that surprising sither,
Geansrs for Cork: 0. Coner (-5, o)
. Sigerson [0-3, freedl; K. Mackey, O
Cromin {0-§ gachic A Muiray (pan). A
Connod 0-1 sazh).
Seorers lor Kilkenny: D, Gasa {3-10, T
it T A5 WL Cuilty, JA. WRakona, M
Fasipll (01 2z Easrih, K. Py

CORK: A Muray (21 P "‘"_:"“,"'é;:;_ S lor Kikanmy: b Walsh for ki Chuilly
A Trowwgson, G i
Referod E oty {Daivy]



ANOTHER LAST-GASP DECIDER VICTORY AGAINST KILKENN

JOY AND DESPAIR: Leanne O'Sullivan,
Laura Treacy, Aoile Murray and Hannah
Looney celebrate Cork™s win; (right] &
Katie r of Kilkenny Is left dejected

' BO SES SAY RULES NEED TWEAK

OFPOSING bosses Paudie Murroy

fland Ann Downey were united in
their view that the rules of Camogie
meed to e looked ni. s o conlrover-
slal stoppage-time free clinehed a
28ih D' Duily Cup lor Cork.

Yictorious Cork chief Morray said:
“1 think the way the rules nre at the
moment makes K impossible for a
referee to referes the game,

“Enmon Cassidy is probnbly cne of
the top twe relerees in the country
but there is 0 much in relation to the
confael nren, whal is o free, what
ism't a ilﬂ. that it's next to Impossi-

- ke e re}. Il a player :hlrl:c-
with n = I:|l!"|.' it's jusi impossible.

“The rules have to change and F
more towards the hurling and let

% r hat wos o bit disappoint-
M Tony CONSIDINE reports et T et PP
% cither an advaniage ar it isn'i
coptnct be there. 1 ccrl:lnh wouild  pnad it's up to the referes to call it
think that the ma anr}' n[ F ayers | back and give the free il nothing has
have spoken to would be fn favour of come. That happened us iwe or three
that and I think then you would have  times in the second half. But losk, we
mvore af & Mow Lo your gume.” missed loo many chances as well.
Having seen her team lose a second  “We'd oo many balls that fell into
consecutive fAnal by the slimmest af -ilke nlkeeper’s hond. We missed o
margins, Downty was dignified in few frees and drove n few wides ihni
defeat but agreed things must change.  we sheuldn't have, 1t's not all down o

Physical S iy

[ E TR
*Something will hove o happen . msent.”
because il is a contact spori ond

bysicn]l gnme. A few times he had
E hand up for adéaninge and no
:rdl.':u:ltu:t accrived b0 ws aml nothing

- N s

nut to crack,

Cork levelled after greal play
from 20178 hercine, Julis White
sel Amy O'Conner up for the
equaliser with three minutes beft.

While the stop-start natore of
the game had been frustmating for
all 1pvodved, the dramn ramped
up in the Anal stanzn with & huge
Bigerson point from inside her
awn hall putting the girla in med
abend

However, ihe decision fo award
the free apce agmin ye-
breirs, with the call fo j:lf.l'l‘lif!!
Duvdan Tobin for barging laoking
s g

rallied and Gaube's 10th
ilee day brought the sides
Lhe I'.'|.]:_]1.1 h timie ol the albern

TameL"s
nrrivesd.

furning

from o
defenders.

Rl ¢ OppOnEls e for the free

Twio minates stoppage time had
just been announced when the
point  Anally

The ball had found its way 1o
Cotter way oal on Ve lelt sidaline
who kit the deck 1|n:1ur1£-rrmurn
rumber of Kilkenny

Kilkenny boss Ann. Downey's
rexction on the sideline indicated
that she thought thers was nathing
in it but the red thoughl olherwise

ter still had
shoe dusted hersel |
made no mistake splitting the
posis to clinch ks 281h title
and leave Kilkenny broken-heart-
e onee again.
COAK: Acele Meridy [0-1 gk Lassnng
"l.,:_h.-lr. Laurm Trobsy Partuils WBE kg,
L-hh-.- Coppenger, Gemma 0onnos, Chics
mon |u = 3I| el Witein, Aghibng
Tr-mﬂ Eereds ramh Mol armsy
B4 ming], Drla Crosen [0-3, Ovin Commed -4
iy Katrira hRackey (-7 Linda Eoaling L inrtin
Vharary B prerri b eanash. Loy
EILKERRY: [Eama Kb Codelle
Doewer, Corarne Folirg. Orsoe fainh Ciase
Fralan, frno Dadon, vt Tk drssa
F v, Woagiaa Farmell {0-1), Jules Rin Malorg
L.-mF'm-:l Dipnaay Lzaule §O-10, T8, 3
Shety Michalip
sy (3-1] {Wl=am ‘Walis 34 mng], Edwing
eI

slenty to do as
wn bul she

SUCCESS: Cork coptain Aokha
Murray lifis the O'Duffy Cup

DELIGHTED: Dublin-players

oalebrate with the

Kathleen Mills Cup atter thelr victory over Kerry

Ploughman:
It's tabulous!

SHANE PLOUGHMAN
hailed the determination
of. his sguad 10 come
bock from the hearibrosk
ol losin lagl year's
Libgrty Insurance  All-

; Ireland Promier Junior

firsad and make amands in
aiyla Bgainst Kerry,

“It's  absolutel
lous,” ke sald. ®

lab-
0 CoaTn

, hare lael yoar Bnd walk

aveay 80 hirt, we thought
we had enough, came up
against & vory good

gElmaath 1aam.

“Wa really did
oursalses wi'd dirsl oar-
salves ol and do
whalever vwa had 19 do 19

il

| gl back here today.”

Ploughman agreed that

' tha 15th minute goal by

Acite Bugler, who had
only raturned frem a cru-
clate Knoa llgament In[l.lr",r
for the All-lreland semi:

L Timal wictory. over Oifaly,

wis A eritical score.
it was a cracking finlgh

YOVERJOYED . Cork.playerse(iro
Harrington. Kate Wall, and Katle Barry colebrote

M Dublin 112 Kery 0-6
All-Ireland Jnr Camogie Final

by the full-forward, ihe
result of pn astule deliv-
ory by Laolse Quinn.
ublin ked by 1-6 to 0-2
at hall time and wore able
to soa it out, finlshing off
With & point from capliain
Ermar Kaanan.
GURLEH: . R Kanlbiseds, £
C'Riorden, - M Glessen;, 5
uur;'-Il E Barian, D Johaibena,
bl ilrl H ODea; 5
Wylds &3, Dewdon 01, &
Dallgn ©-Jlx, A Clooley, & Walsh,

A Bogler 103 02200, L Quinn 0:2
{0:1r), Suba: L O'Shea lar Ddion
{31 E Twormay Tor Doele nl' Bl L
Wakkh feq  Bugier (8043,

Kamnan O-1 Iee ‘Walsh (B30}

KERAAY: A& Fitegersid, L
tecgihan, M Legn, M Coalalic, &

‘F'Gﬂﬂﬂ‘:ll- ﬂi H'Hl'%h . |
darroiglod, ﬁ'ﬁq.nu f
D=5{f4). C Gherahss, L ‘

0-1, A Bsspiah, J Firell, J Horgan,

N Capry, Subsc A McCarihy foe
Harrisgten i) (15) E Fyall foe
O'Connar (415 A& Whalis e

Conny (8L K Buochley [ov
Aranghan |4 el fa
Fleeh {28}

5,-d UK

Collins makes it
third-time lucky

CORK made up for o
showplece |osses |h B
row  te  finally  clalm
Inbermediate glory.

Caliriona Collins shot
1:6  and minor  star
Saoirse MoCarthyy Tour
points from’ play agaima
a Down side who wearo
soven polnls En armrears
whon acé lafward Sarn-
Lowlss Carr was sont-ofl
for & sacond yollow card
In the 5040 minuts,

Cork's Fiona HNoeville
apid: "We've baan light:
ing for this, 1o gol ower
the line and gel up the
stepas of the Hogan
Stand for 80 long and [1's
just unbaliewabie, 1's a
great fealing.”

Parity
Down bagan brifliandly,
willh early poinis Trom
Care and gna-:rln Sanda
Howover, thoy fallad to
gtafe In the sacond

W Cork 113 Down 0-5
Alleland fmediate Final

guarter and Cork wont &

inio the dressing rodms
leading by 0=7 10 0-5.
Malion and’  Sands
rasiared parlty within
five minutes of the
rastart but [t was all Cork
fromm thare,
CORK: & Les, H M Chealah, 8
Harringtos, Harmy, =
Hutchinssn, L Wadle L
Catlanan, § Bucklay, K Hichey
L Mayss, F Havilla, 5 McCarilty
ged, C Colline p-880.4d88 M
mcCarihy, G Sugrua 0-3: Sub; O
Haly 8-1(F) b MeCariny (38), 'l
OCallegan for Sugrua (30}, A
Killeen $of CaBansn (3 2)
Do M lleNally. W Kally, A
Bavmge, © MeQimpan, B
Gavagae, O I.I.15|5M C Hochs, P
Gribbes 0-1. O Brvegs. 5 L Tart
frl W Walen Q28 A
e &lppnan, § Barda i, F CaeT
0-5 O Caldmel,  Huba ]
Oribben, b Mapea Biood |14
28], Grlbban bl O fldeeil (T
Corin for Mot migan (58
NEF: J Demody (Well=sailh|




No classic but great

Double
delight as
ice-cool
Cotter
secures
victory

A FEW months ago 1 =at down to talk io Ash-
ling Thompson after she was one of the
guarterly winners of the Evening Echo Ladbes
Sporis Slar awards,

The first surprising factor was her absahsto
delight ot winning the award, as she painted
ot that she hasn't recelved too many ndivid-
ual ones gver 1be years.

That in itsell was a surprising factor con-
sidering just what a massive and influential
plaver she has been for Cork now for severnl
VIars.

Thesecond, aml in this context mons impEet-
ant one, was the absoluie determination 1o iry
and put back-to-back All-Ireland titles
togather.

That conversatben wisn't loaug afler they hacd
last the beague final o Kilkenny and though
there was some me before the All-Treland
geries started you conld tell she was itching to
have another pop aff them.

That sentimoent was one that was tlere for
all the sguad and the way the All-Treland
groups were set oat Uhere was lkely only golng
:u b one place to gain a bit of revenge for that

(55,

Like all good sices, they tse that loss to noli-
vate them, In what was an extraordinary game
in many ways,

By half-time Cork were so far behind it was
embarrassing nmd they knew it.

Buk these players have plenty of character,
sell-belicd, and trast in thelr ways. They Enew
bt weasn'l aceeptable they way they had plaved
and after hall-time theldr troe spiric aod skill le-
vols came to the fore.

In the end, they wene a lifthe unlucky to lose
oul by just a point, consldering they weng nine
Eﬂlﬂl‘_ﬁ down af one stagpe and looked dead and

uried

Two major positives Cork took from that
gimiz inte the Munster chemplonship first and
then the All-Irelnnd sories.

Flrst of all the magnificent spirit they have
and their never-say-die attitude that shone
through.

Seconidly, i1 was a waiming shoi at Kilkenny
that, no maattor wlal the scons i5 and st what
stage the game is ai, the Rebels are never
beaton wntil thal Aol whiztle sounds.

Just look at 1ast vear’s final whoen have no
dopbt some Kilkenny fans were starting to
Eh‘ln the celelratbons befors Gemma O Connar

it thi expenlising polnt and Julia White soored
i infury-time {o break thele hearts,

Of course Ehal loss carlicr this VAT wis only
in the bempee and edther shibe was far from theie
Beat and that wis obvions when the AH-Irelmsl
#rkes staried.

Thiere cnn b litthe argument they are thi top
Two sldes in il cotmiry and are likely to be for
the next fow years.

Yosterday was alwnys golng to be a batlle

Orla Catter nails a free ’mmﬂ
Picture: Piaras O Midheadh/Spartsfile

Rory
Noonan

and o game impossibla to call beforehand.

It was no greak surprise that there was only a
moint-in it again and at this stage don't ba seir-
prised if the same twoe are back again noxt Sap-
bkt For the fonrth year in-n-row,

Yesterday's game wis far from a classle aml
one that won't live long in the memories of
meal. Bart finals are for winning amd that"s all
that matters.

The hiztory books will show Cork are cham-
pions and it was the eool head of Orla Cotter
that ensured the O'Doffy Cup stays in the
Rehel county for ancther vear.

When asked afterwards about what was
raunning through hoer mind when {aging
E:l,: I she put i simply; “Flease go over the

=

“That's all 1 could think really, just pleass
g0 over the bar and thankfully it did. 1{°s fan-
tastic to win two-in-a-row, Thero was nothing
in it lask year and it was the same thing, just a
puck of a ball and 1t was the'same again this

VoA,

Mo doubt it was abzolute hearthreak for
Kilkenny but it was brilliant for us as we knew
that this was gokng fo bea battle and Hwonld
comi down to the wire.

“H's a great day for Cork camsogie to win the
zenior and intermediate titles and we will
enjoy the celebrations now, Add in the minor
win as well and it has been & great vear for the
county and hopefully one we can build on
golng forward y

“Hut for now we will enjoy the few days and
it's just a brilliant fecling to have retalined the
cup.” concluded Orla.

Amd that's a feeling that they can now =a-
wvodrr for the nest yeqr o winning an All-Tre-
Lnnsl 15 niver an easy task and for Paucdbe Mur-
ray to win two In the one day 15 soma achie-
St A5 & MAnAEET.

Great croadit must be given to him and his
backroom team Tor all their work, not just this
year, but over the last number of vears for tha
=trides he hns made with the senlor anmd inter-
mediate sides.

Cork have come a ImuEIﬂ“: nawder his man-
apement and now tho difffonlt bit is 0 Keop it
Eoing.

=0 yes the gamse was far from a classle, bt
the eup will be on Lesside tonight and in finals
winning is afl that matters and for the 281h
time, the Rebels have won the senior title

Senior Camagie Championship final.

Julia White and Colette Dormer of Kilkenny do

battle. FPhcture INPHBryas Kiine

Cork captain Aaife Murray lifts the O'Duffy Cup.

brl

Gemma 0'Connor of Cork, right, celebrates with team mates after they beat Nilkenny in yesterday

Picture: Piaras 0 Midheachy'SparisF

Pictwre: Piaras O Midheach Sports

KEY SCORES: The two
Orlas, Cotier and Cronin, hit
vital scores for Cork. Cronin
hild o oxcellent I{»ulnl'.ﬂ Jnat
bafore the break to bring
Cork back on level ferms.
Cotter's pointed free a
minute info injury time, ns
she hold her nerve to edge
the Rebels back In firont, was
oné of the most vital frées
she will ever hiil Tor Cork.

REF WATCH: Sooftcnwe
erib abont rels, and agatn
yvesterday the official did
nodhing to help the game. He
WAl -:vndith':?llllir hl-:-wlnﬁ iﬁ;
froes, penatizing any 1t
tip or tap. He riined the

ame, nover allowling i b
ar divelop, and 34 frees
gver he hoar was way 9o

MATY.
ENTERTAINMENT

———

Story of the game

VALUE: Save for the fina
minutes, which were nail
bfting as both sides pushec
for victory,. the game was
not i cinzsie.

Ellkenny turned vers
defensive, ag {hey have done

of ten in-thne paist, and
ffmefnﬂ' mm
‘o the bl

e dors coming

with ;
sul.mm«t
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Cork
Kilkenny

CORK retained their All-Ireland tile
and made it four vietories in five
sessons thanks o late scores from Orla
Cotter and Chloe Sigerson after
another hard-hitting battle with their
great rivals at Croke Park.

“Before the game even started, the
gauntlet was thrown down that this
ane was not gaing to be won easily.

There was a comical sitnation of a
huge group of Kilkenny players
Jostling and surrounding the Cork
forwards before the ball was thrown
in. At one stage there were at least
eight players standing in front of the
Ellkenny r toe-to-toe before the
linesman finally sorted it out and got
them into formation,

It wasz obvious then that this Liberty
[nsurance Sendor fimal was going ta be
in-your-face stufl,

When the sides finally settled down
Kilkenny continued to be hugely

veas they dropped back players
in an effort to stop the Cork attack and
prevent any kind of a running game.

Cork dominated the sarly stages
despite Michelle Quilty opening the
scoring, giving Kilkenny an carly lead,
i Sigerson and Cotter edged Cork in
front, converting two frees,

0-14
0-13

Rebels abii! The jubilant Cork team with the 0'Duffy Cup at Croke Park yesterday,

CAMOGIE

i -.-_h-a.-.‘u-ﬂ-'_‘-'-- _,..1-r-1l|.'|ll-|
L N

B Mary Newman

Cork were denfed a cértain goal
when Linda Cellins was foiled en route
to goal. Acife Murray pointed the
resulting penalty and when Cotter
pointed a long-range effort, Cork were
three clear.

With an over-fussy refares awarding
frees fior minor indiscretions, the game
was stop-go, Denize Ganle converted a
free before Aoife Murray denied
Kilkenny at the expense of a 45, which
Gaule duly converted, and with
Kilkenny enjoying their best spell,
they levelled with a Julie Ann Malone
peint.

An unsporting incident saw Cork
keeper Murray go down injured and
Eatle Power threw away her hurley,
receiving a vellow cand for her tronhle.
Cork stretched it to two again with
Sigerson and Katriona Mackey
pointing, but Gaule pushed Kilkenny
two in front with three pointed frees
and one from play.

The fourth was a beauty from her
own half of the field bui it was Cork
who findshed the half stronger with
two exeellent Ord Cronin points and it
wiis level pepring 0-8 each af the hreak,

B [y e s gy e o i

esult for Rebels

P W

g e -

The second half was tight. On four
oecaslons the sides were I and af
times the game went dead due to the
sheer intensity on display. E puck
counted, every free was vital, and
every ball so important.

Cork hit the front with a Mackey
podnt and it was level on four oecasions
throughout the next hall-hotir as bath
sides dug desp.

Ganle again levelled it from a frec as
the game was spailed with constant

pages with free afier free.

aotter levelled and pushed Cork
back into the lead. Meaghan Farrell
and Gaule tied the gama up again
before Ganle converted a 45 after
Murray deniod Power with a brilliant
save on 51 minutes,

As Kilkenny threw everyihing at
them, the Cork defence stood firm and
was superb as the Cats pushed to
streteh their lead. The final three
minutes plus four of injury time were
hiectle. Amy O'Connor tied it up with
three minutes remaining and, winning
a free, Bigerson landed a hige effort
a;h:-lween the posts to give Cork the
il

Soon after Gaule had it all-square
again. With two minutes of injury time
announced, a draw looked on the cards
but the champions wene nod giving up
thedr bithe easily.

Asg they did last year, they once

Picture: INPHO Tames Crombie

agaln struck late, Tearing doanfield,
Cotter won a free and confidently
standing over what was possibly the

‘most important free she has ever

Enken, the Cork stalosrt sent it =ailing
towards Hill 16 to roars from the huge
Cork crowd in attendance.

With one hand now on the O Dufly
Cup, Cork just necdad to hold their
composure. This they did o the full-
time whistle, as defending one last
Eilkenny attack, they retained their
title by the narrowest of margins.

A classie it certainly was not, and
the performance of referce Eamon
Cassidy was frustrating throughout as
hie blew for every little niggle and held
the game up constantly
won't worry Cork, who are chiompions
for the 28th time.

Seareds for Cork: O Cotinr 051, C Sigerson 03 £, K
iackey, O Cronin 0-2 gach, A Muray (pen), A
O'Connor 0-1 sach
Wilkasrerry: D Caike 020 (0T L 0-2 45), M Dudnye A
Miaiong, A Farrel 0:1 sach,

CORK: A Muray, L 0 Sulivan, P Mackey, L Teosey:

H Leaney, L Coppingee, G Sigarsan, G O'Connor, A
Thompson, K Mackey, O Cronin, O Cotler, L Coling,
JWhile, A O°'Connor.

Buibe: L Homan for Coling (510 N MoCanhy for A
O'Conn {648],

KILKEMNY: E Bavanagh, C Domnaer, C Flu-_-F. G
Whalsh, G Prelan, A Dalon, O Tobin, O Gaule, M Far-
rall, J A Madong, M Chalty, A Farel, 5 Farrell, K
Pocvar, [ Hadrss

Sube M Walsh fios Chaly (350

Aoferea: E Caunidy (Desry)

that they were lucky. Yost

nor,

Kilkenny's approach:

fuain Kitkenny played a hugel
and it was ideal for Cork, They t

Cork attack but it sulted Cork, who had the Tuxury
of extra defenders who used the ball superbly,

Gemma O'Connor was hugely effective.

Cork's defence was superb
When Eilkenny did come at them the Cork

Three reasons the Rebels retained their title

The desire to prove themselves

Last year a lot was spoken about Cork's win and

erday they went out and
ware detormined (o make it back to back titles and
cement their status as the top tearmn in Ireland. The
hunger to win was evident as the game came down
ihe home siraight with players such as Gemma
¥ Con Orla Cotter, Katriona and Pamela
Mackey and eaptain Aoife Murray driving them on.

defenzive game
I to blok cast the

difenee was magnkfoent and played as a unit all
through, their posktioning and reading of the gamne
s they turned defence into attack numerous times
wins superh,

Thers wars litile shots for geals but the two that
didl happen were sa
ray. She stopped
she turmed the lall out for a 45 and in the second
half she denled Katic Power at a crucial time with
nine minutes remaining.

rily dealt with by Aoife Mur-
a Kilkepny attack 15 minules in as

bui that”

Cork manager Paudie Murray

afterthe game.  Picture: Inpho

Murray a
picture of
happiness
after win

MATCH REACTION
® Mary Newman

SPORTING & nice cut over the
right eve followlng an
accidental collision with a
camiéraman snapping his
celebrations at the final
whistle, Cork manager Paudie
Murray was beaming from ear
to ear and delighted that his
side had retained thelr thibe,

“U'mn delighted that woe got
ot tha line. [t was towgh, bt
our girls showed hupe
chapacter and playoead with
huge Intensity,” he swid,

“We know Kilkenny would
coane it s aml we wers reaily
and that iz down to all the
bard work the lacs have pat in
behind the scenes.

“There 15 huee eredit doe 1o
atlr lsreRroorm e as wiell
they spend hours and hours
working to pet it right.”

Murray was happy with the
way Cork responded when
Kilkenny came at them,
particulardy in the sccond hall
when Kilkenny edged alyeadd,

1 suppose we have been
here before and have a ot of
experience and when they
skt Bl leael om 53 minutes we
chickn®t praariibe — v stuck to our
task amd ground out a win and
I'm delighted for each and
ewery ane ol the players,

“They worked so hard for
this win and huge credit must
i Lo them for the chapacter

“they showed agaiin today,™

KMentioning character amd
nerve, Murray was asked
about the last free, one minnie
Into injury time, rom the
long-serving Orla Cotter,

“Yes 1t waz certainly a
prassure fros, but in fadrmess
to Orela, up to boday’s garme sl
has only missed one, 1 think,
all year, and whilst she did
miss a long-range one a bit
oarlier, she showad huge calm
and skl to strike the cruckl
ane strabght betwoen the
posts,”

Blurray initially attemphod
i play dowm the hiige pride he
Felt ai seclng his sister Aolfe
captain Cork to All-Trelaned
glory.

“Ah sure she ls only
another player on our panel_..
butl yes, of course, ['m
delighted, especlally for my
parents.

“It's m hage aned special day
for them.

*T know thoy are very proud
of her," b slel

“They hoth deserve huge
eredit Tor everything they
have done for us alland '
great that they are bath herd
ioday in Croke Park with us,
T auelidod



otter delivers under D

b
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to seal late triumph for Cork

StCatherine's player's late free earns Rebels.
the trophy for the second yeerinarow, ,
Champions make the big plays at the most

important mornents to.deny Kilkenny again

L+ =y
Cork -4 “h: win ﬂ:nlmwﬁlﬁriﬁnt
TR LTl S Sl i Ry ¥
Killenmy ﬂ-ﬂ long-time colleague Rena Buck-
e e SR 1q‘MlhEh‘iﬂMHﬂﬂﬂﬁdﬂﬂw

er in Gaelie games history with
For the second year in arow, 18 AIreland senior medals be-
Cork broke Kilkenny's hearts  pween Camogie and kadics foot-

with on injury-time winner 1o
clabm their ZHth Liberty Insur-

ance All-Ireland Senior Canso-

gl thibe.

This time, it was Orla Cotter
who delivered the rapier thrust
witha mhduﬁﬁ“f: fimish m;l
PrCasure: meire n
the G5t mintte ia feont o an at-
tendance of 21, 467 = the high-
st samee 2003,

The 5t Catherine’s player
had wan the free hersell alver
two sublime pick-ups amd swiv-
els, though Kilkenny were un-
lappy at the award,

There was still much 1o do,
parthealarly as Cotter hoad
missed what was for her, o very
mﬁn‘unilr not too lang

‘the Stkyear-old was
unerring when

ball, although the Cloughduy
player, who retuened 1o the
squad afver giving birth to a
baby boy st March, did novses
any game lime.

Doubile
This alse meant that the
sentorintermediate  double
was achicved for the first time
since 2013, with Paudie Murray
enmilating Galway's Tony Ward
as manager of borh the victori-
o sides, Wexford's 1 Dayle
had achieved the fear with Wex-
foord two years earlier

You would have to feel for
Kilkenny, who gave so much
and scemeed 10 have timed their
run to perfection when bitting
thi front for only the second
thme i the game i the 52nd

M.
But for the second year in suc-

cession, they were denjed inthe
crugllest eircumsiances, os
Cork made the big plays ae the
st B pariant mOoments.,

Thiswasagame that had eve-
rvthing and even if 18 of the
seores were from placed balls
this was an intriguing affair
nuned;elua that had a pinch af
CVeTyRnEng.

It was always going to be in-
tfr':ﬁtm from a 1actical view:
L spaoc-wis ak o prem-
um for attackers, with both de-
lensive units buttressed by sup-
plementary | and the
rvididle third sswamped.

It was very physical, there

Kilkenny
“ were again
denied in the

crucllest
circumstances

wore stme magnificent mo-
ments of bravery, skill, scoring
and defending, and asmall hint
af combroversy toa,

Kilkenny will have regrets.
They had so0 much possession
and wasted chanees but Cork’s
ghooting wasn't Mawless either
and the pressure on the shooter
neredible. .

There were lantastic per-
formers all over the piteh.
Chioe 5i Pameln Mack-
ey and Cotter excelbed for Cork,
Grace Walsh, Meighan Farredl
and Drenise Gaule for Kilkenny.,

Anne Dalton shone ikea bea-
conwith noendio her %
she constantly drove her side
foarwrd

Winni
ray mathe big saves, one a
famtastic double effort though
Kilkenny felr they should have
had a penalty from that chain of
events in the 52nd thfg:lfi
though Gaube edged
{mlﬁ'hmnmem%tﬁ.

Mu also pointed a penal-
n'.ﬂu:r;ﬁﬂ!wnuldhnﬂh‘m
disappointed by thay hﬂ-\'lﬁg.
n'ﬂﬁdthdltugﬂm‘fﬂh:ﬂr :

decision

It was the ninth minute and
there was a bot of tme remain-
ing bur thar award was a
strange one, with Denise
Gaule's momenmum taking her
inte Amy 'Coppor, although
shie wasn't looking at her and
the Cork forward actuakly
runthestioaroutofplay.

I wasall part of the dramain
an encounter that ehbed and
fipwed and hod the supportiers
gn the edge of their seals
throughout.

The game began with the un-
wiual shght of four Cork attack-
xﬂ h:.rnﬂn:mndlﬁm
oificials decreed that they
should remove themselves o a
more orthsdox formation was

baifling. 4
Ii.'illlrv;nn_'r HI:-I Thruupemlng
i uph Michelle Qui

mz:;:mmmﬂm-wh

caplain Acife Mur-  plac

their sils and they soon led by
twi, Sigerson, Murray and Cot-
ter (two frees) all raising white
Mags from their respective
ed balls,
The ehallengers  settled
and a 149th minute point
by Julie Ann Malone brought
the teams level, Murray having
made her first smart stop from
the ahways outnumbered Katie
Power from which Gaube kasd-
i the pesuleant 45 earler.
Slgn'mﬂm and Kaerina Mack-
opened Up 3 TWo-point gapin
Ewnr of Cork onee mn&
F“ﬂ“ a plnurplg pﬂitLl:i'lh
aur points, incheding a Las-
tle seore from a 66m free, fol-
lowed by a betier one I'rnmapllﬁ'
From a similar position and sud-
denly Kilkenny were two clear.

Response

Significantly though, Cork re-
sponded, last year's player of
the match Orla Cronin coming
up with two points to send the
reamis in on 0-8 apiece at the
change of ends,

Paudie Murray's charges car-
ried on that momentam inte
the secomdd half and led hgrxr;n

P mr s A
fer a good run and after Gaule
equalised from a free, Cotter
Eanding two frees of her own -
e from 20m and one fren 65,

Bur back came Kilkenny.
Meighan Farrell inspired her
side with a "“:ja:i puint on
the run in the minuie,

ressure

Gaule found the target from
twio placed balls and the Ao

Drowmey's crew had their noses
i (ot

Back and forth, this pulsar-
ing affair continued to sway.
Amy OFConnor and Sigerson,

1 from a mammoth (ree. slightly

to the right of the centre of the
field, restored Cork's advan-
ﬁihr:ﬂ::_lﬂ:]rl second, but

aule it all square again
in the 54h minute when Ea-
mon Cassidy did well to |
jersey pull avway from the play.

A minimiam of two minwtes
of added ne were announced
=around four and change were
played - but the defining mo-
menk came in the first of them.

There was no way back for
Kilkenny this time, Cork bad
prevaibed ance mone,

0 A By 0L penL i, 0 Sollaan P
iy L Trsacy M Loy, L Coppege ©

rmmn'lmu-, umh
BT e Woeal L Lo THE A
OCond [0-1). Suliea . Howan b Colles
mesl for AT o 04

*E ananagh, C Dovrreer, C Pl

HILIKEMN:
Walsh T Prelan A Balian G
-1,

Fawspli Kiempae £ '
Gty (W v,
Referee: [ Loy,



i MATCH ANALYSIS

CORK 0-14
KILKENNY 0-13
All-Irefand Senior Camaogie final

CORK cemented their
position as the team of
the age as they retained
their  All-lreland title
ﬁalnst Kilkenny by the

ITHISH [ KY 3l A

.
MATCH

ORLA COTTER

TH

T,

ins for

COTTER was from the mmest of marg

dead-ball all game and showed the second year running. |

narves of steal to spiit the But the victory wasn't withoul

posts from out wide in stop- its controversy, 48 o stoppage-time -
page time, paint by Orla Coller from what

many felt to be a very soft free
prenved the decisive score.

The sides were mecting n the
decider for the third consecutive
vear alter the Rebeloties had |
iaken the O°Dufly Cup back from
the Cots last season.

Apd thers wes a real Zense Lol
there was rmore af stnke thon "aniy”
the 2018 erewn as the sides begmm
the pre-match parsde with the
Game of Thromes theme fume
hapaning nround Headguariers,

Both s:des showed changes from
the teams named on Friday with
the Rebelettes' Leanse O°Sullivan
ardd Linda Collins in for Niamb
O'Callaghan and Niamh
l'll.'f.'aﬂh!': while Edwina Keane

etting the nod shead of Miriam

lzh for The Cals

There's been little between the B
sides in recent years an<d that
elopeness premed to @a (o the pext
lewel before throw inas 11 players
descended fnto the Rilkenoy box
for some pushing and shoving that
took the ref 1 couple of minates to
calm dewn

Seconds
When the throw in finally came,
it was Kilkenny that were fiksi to
awitle with Michelle Quilty open-
ingg tl:li'::url.ng within the first 20

YOUCANQUOTEMEONTHAT

TTHOUGHT it was a harsh ondugh Tngo 25 Yyou Saw
i on the line. | thought the troo
thern was two hard calls an
n parlcrmanco
glve out about
goirn b ablo ta
o b3 b able lo Iake it on

mminst

ui. En

nnd |u

i, I 5 wh

changoe the

tAE & s e o,
Kilkenny boss Ann Downey

DUELc theGAME

THE EMTIRE All-lraland final proved o ba & dual
of the free-takers — with Gria Cotier and Chloe
Sigerson both shining as they shared duties for
Cork, white Denlses Gaule can count haraall really
mnwmm hit 0-10 and still end up on the o8-
sida.

TURNINGPOINT

1M A game as nip and fuck as ihis, It was
—— o wihare e turning point wWas

to ewiard a Inge far wital loake
waus challenge an Oria Cotter in
sloppage Eme.

SCOREoftheGAME

WHILE Oria Caltter's winning {rea from aul wids will
et the . marning., tho pleck of the bunah
Denlse Gaule's huge point from’ play in the 30t

Yet, that simply set the tone for
the ses-saw noture of the coniesd
a3 frees from Chioe Sigerson and
Cotter in quick swccession pul
Cork in front on #ix minales.

The first major drama of the day

aickly follpwed as Cork’s Amy

‘Conror's surging run lowards
the Kilkenny goal was stopped in
its Tracks by o superh hook [rom
Annc Dnlton. -

With Denise Gauale tracking
back, the sudden stop sermed o
eaich ber by surpeise a3 she col-
Hicled writh 'I'I:Jnll-uu but the clash

lodked aceldental.
L Wet, while O0°Connor was nesily-
ing tireakmeni, referce Eamon
Cassidy  consulted with his
umpires and decided the chal-
lenge was worthy of a penally
— to the amadesment aof the
Kilkenny bench.

Their ire was dimmed somawhat

e,
i

Lk

diffbeult for much T.I:-Ena!iuwing
play to break ocul, moaning the
crorwed had Lo roly on soome SUpeT

GOALS

| when Cork keeper Aoife Murtay jome range dead balls from
blazed the liolar over the bar to H,HE_..“MHH and Gnule {or
extemd their sdwantage 10 W0 coitainment.

WIDES
FREES
YELLOW CARDS

RED CARDS
(DERRY) ATT: 21,467

points pather than four.

With irees im plentifal supply,
Cafter snd Ganle exchr
ik g:jnu before the pendulum swicmg

ck to the Cats with a lerther

Ginule 45 and a well worked jrori
from Julic Ann Malane bringing
ihe sides fevel on the 18-snninde
mark. .

The constanl stop-slart nature

O Al e g Ak ad H unne

A Eatrina Mackey point bhad
?r-u'.rud 1o be Corks enly score
ram play 4s hnlf thee approsched
bant Ii-u:t as pnother couple of ige
Gaube pokms Bad put Killoenny in
Tt *nr the firat 1ime sioe the
ithird minute, the Bebelelbos canss
ronting back with (90 SlOppage-
time geores [rom Orla Cronin 1o
leave the sides all squore sl 0-H

g gl

Cotter ensures

i' BGAA / REBELETTES CLAIM ALL-IRELAND GLOH&fAFTEH

)

JUMPING FOR JOY:
Laura Treacy of Cork
celabratos at the final
whistle:; (insall Briege
Caorkery with her
five-month-ald gon
Tadhg Scannall

=

each al ihe break ) ¥

The secand balf contimred in
similar fashion with the free fak-
crs o the fore,

Muackey had pushed Cork in
fromt on 32 minates bul thol was
the last poind from play for 15
minutes as Gaule and Cotter kep
the seareboard tckinig over.

Dccasion
While Cork cdped nhead occa-
glon, the gap nover stroiched
bevond twa and polnts  [rom
Megan Farrell and Caube tied the
wame anee again at 0-11 splece ag

“Cork retain title

i entered the final 10,
It was looking as if & gonl would

win it — and it wns Kilkeamsy
who eame closegl  to Lhal
breakihroagh.

Anna Farrell lost ber harl as she
hari dewn bt boobed the slitonr
panlwards only fo find Murray
stamnding tall for the initial shot
afel thig rebound

Giaule :.njn1-.-l11m-ul'lth 45 o
edge Kilkenpy o il B
l|.1|l"'r|. sl I?Irl shift to the Cais
with the clock running down bt
as last year’s final proved,
Cork team are & serioushy totgh



Heart-stopping
and controversial,

but Cork bask In|

glow of victory

stop-start fnal and
i heart-stopping
Mnale?

Forgive the tsson:

ance, but the highlighis in yes-
terday’s All-Irekand senior ca-
magie final were In

supply. There were 21 467 in
attencance, the biggest crowd
since 2004, and they had to
wait for thrills: the excite
ment, and the winning score,
came in milded time. just as
they did last year.

Cork beat Kilkenny by the
bare minimym, 014 00-13,
jast as they did kast vear.

Julla White's Inte match-
winner of 2017 was emulabed
by Cirla Colter yesterday, the

5t Catherine's player showing

thie requisite ioe in the veing
1 menill a difficult free
{rom the sideline. [t was a
decision 1sat envaged the
Kilkenny management,
antd of a piece with referes
Eamon Cassidy s hand-
linig of the match.

This was an All-Irolanad

senfor final marred by T

finicky officiating at the
bezst of fimes: when one of
the winning players
makes that point
about the referes,
s happened
after the gamme,
you know it's
an kssue.

Perhaps
snidl referes
wiEon etlge —
few pre-maich
pleazaniries
arescrutinised
a5 closely ns
those botvwein
thess sigles,
after all, A
couplke of years

ago we hil a bout of aggres-
sive prodding between Cork
and Kilkenny before the ganie
oven began, with many ap-
planding the ironists on bith
teams for carryving on during
the *give respect, et respect”
handshake.
Consequently, since then
we plck over every formality
between the teams buf are
usually disappainted. Hopes
were raksed before the actual
throw-in {tself yestorday as
thers was a slight delay o the
procecdings whhlln hath shies
grouped te@ether In op L]
shiles of the feld — duelling

B =

.

huaddies? A huﬁqﬁ?— be-
fore faking up tions.

Cork had Laura Treacy
sweeping, aml Gemma Q'Con-
nioT further upfbeld than
usual, Kilkenny rotated thelr
free player — ce Walsh at
puck outs — but neither side
was able to establish domi-
nance. Kilkenny cut T Cork's
attacks with exira bodies in
the half-back line; Cork cut off
the supply to the Kilkenny in-
side line.

Om the guarter hour it was
-4 to -3, all the scores bul ane
eoming from placed balls.
Cork had had a snilf of goal in
the form of a seventh-minube
penalty, and cleary hrought
poalkeeper Avife Murray the
tength af the field to find the
net, bt the captain blasted
thee beall over the bar,

Eamon Cassidy booked
Katie Power on 20 minutes
after tangling with Aoife Bur-
ray; the Cork captain was
ireated by the medies after
ihat but from Casskly’s hand
giestires suppested it was for
flinging Murray's hurley
away. Denize Gaule hit a
towering lead point from a
froe on the hallways line and
mibibed a better on one the puck
aut — Orta Cronin narrowed
ihe gap to the minimum and

then levelled with Cork's kit
attack, 0-8 apicce at the half.’®

Thar game didn’l catch fire
on the resumption elther, but

Michael
Moynihan

Croke Park

e

for much of that secomnd half
Kllkenny looked to have the
advaniapes.

Their defemders heoked
e

ating thelr o

3 e?'osg ﬂeldpggmnmus

while Anne Datton ai centre-
back processed n world af ball
amd ensured Corkl got no sight

1.

Ei?all ihat, Cork wene twae
up on 45 minutes thanks to
Oria Cotter’s finee-taking,
Gaule bevelled with her own
frees enbering tve final min-
uites, wien the game was -
cided. Aoile Murray saved a
Shelly Farrell effort for a 45
which Gaule converied: Chloe

Sigursonhita lonpg-range free
tir nisdge Cork ahead; and
Gaube, again, levellsd the

ZaIm,
Then wi had Cotter's
muntch-winner.

poor in yesterday's game,
and not all of that was
dovwen to the tacties. It
hardly be pat down to
fnexperience either: with two
teams accusiomed to the blg-
gest stage, seeing pick-ups
flufTed 20 regularly was a sur-

In truth, the standard was

could

prise.

Also somewhat surprising
was the generosity of each
managor to te spposing side,

given previous skirmishes be-
taveen Ehe T,

Kilkenny boss Ann Downey
didn‘t agree with the mateh-
winning free awarded to Cork
late on, bast she also pointed to
the twa siles® approach to nul
ikiving each other: “That's the
nature of the game that both of
s are playing. You have to
kol b the strengths of both
teams — olrs against theirs
and try to stop them playing
thelr game as they try to stop
us playing ours.

"For the last three vears,
really, there has been nothing
bebwesn us, a point in every

ame we've played. The stan-
of camogie has improved

Famous day for Murray family while Corkery

Famous day for Cork,
Cloughduv and Corkery

Yesterday ended in absolote
Jaw for manager Paudie Mure-
ray after Cork cemented their
statues as the best ieams in this
year's senjor and intermedi-
ate t]mmpjnuahjll;;. Hie
couldn’t have asked Mo
froan his charges.
It was a huge day for the
Ml.:rru{nhnu ald as he was
ned [n manogement by his
rothers Damien and Kevin,
and of course ks sisier Aoife
who went up the Hopan Steps

Therese .
s

Camment

to collect the O°Duffy Cup.
Thors wias akéo the matter of
an 18th All-Ireland medal for
Anife's Cloughduy clubmate
Briege Corkery. Although she
wias conlinel o a bench role,

having 1111:4:!1 J:t1rn|:|1ducn;l
apalnst Tipperary in the semi-
ﬁa], she oqiials her felend
Rena Buckbey s record.

"It is sweet to do back-to-
back titles and to do the
danibbe,™ said Pandie,

“We worked hard on that for
thix punst few woeks. Tictically
we it right, great credit to
Niall Collins [performance
analyst]

=1t is also great for my par-
ents, a rewand for all the work
they hawe dona for us, They
are gone back down the road
o Cork happy.

“I harl my mind mace up at
the beginning of the year this
was it.”

What are the chances of him
staying on for three-in-i-row?

A special few weaks
for Dublin
Last week it was Stephen
Cluxton who raised the Sam
Magulre. Yesterday Emer
Keenan lifted the Eathleen
Mills trophy and next week it
will be the turn of thelr ladies
foothallers who will defend
thedr tithe agalnst Cork.
Keenan didn't start in yes-

terday’s Premier Junior final
becanse of 8 cruciate injury
shi picked up in the Leinster
final, but she was happy o
tay her part from the side-
ine, The Lucan Sarsfields
plagyer was ready when she god
the call to come on. Even
though It was in stoppage
tira, she had her =y, Oring
the lnst paint of the match.
The Dublin fairytale con-
tinues. Full-forward Aoife
Bugler suffored a similar in-
jury, and only returned last
manth. She netted the most
important goal of the hour,

Keenan said watching wa:
not easy. “Now [ Know wha
arents and families anc
ervils o through. Your hear
iz in your mouth the whols
time. [t is like time goes hack
wannids," Talking of thmes past
Ann Colgan was a saleciol
with this victorions side. She
was captain of their All Ire
land winning senior team ir
1984 — the Last time Dublic
won the tithe.

Leah weste says it was weall
worth the wait
Cork finished second best ir



bt for us today, our standard
was proabably only at80%. We
had fo get it up to 100% to get
®'ZALL] can do s congratula
7 cam i is co i
Cork, Briege Corkery win
hor 18th medal — it'sa ohe
testament to them that t
can lose Rena Buckley from
last voar and still come back
and win it again.
“They are a great side with
hait for us, we'll
ave to go to a new level to try
amd beat them. ™
Cork manager Paudie Mur-
ray had to survive a savage
tackle from a cameraman to
speak to the media after-
wards, and he was also gener-

mumhjiuppmmm.

“Kilkenny and ourselves
hax'ea.mmm the game dra-
matically over the Last four or
five years. | think both eoun-
ties should be congratulated
for that,” he said,

“lcame into the camogie nod
to continne it the way i was: |
came in to train the players
like the hurlers and the foot-
ballers in our county and we
pride oursslves on that.

“We want to be the best pre-
pared team and that's the way
things are going at the mo-
ment and Kilkenny would be
the same way. Girls are fitter,
they're stronger, their skill le-
vitls are better, they're belng

FIRST TO THE BALL: Cark's Amy 0°Connar has the bj” flicked
awray by Kilkenny's Grace Walsh diring the L
Akl-lreland camogie final at Croke Park.

prepared better from amental
ind a tactical point of view."
wits sounding &
mgiﬂlr efenzsive note on the
neeed for Cork and Kilkenny to
be congratulated, one that's
understandable in view of the
poverty of the spectacle, But
as his centre-back fed owut,
tactical arm-wrestling isn't
Just the preserve of camogle -
Gemma O'Conner simply
stated that the same happens
in hurling aned (made) footlall.
Conldd one suggest an al-
erment of sexism, even, In
suming that camagie would
sy a naive matter of open, fif-
teen-on-fifteen shoot-owts?
that explain the sur

counter

All-Treland titles, cach won by
a polnt, will warm Monday
mornings all over Leeside.

Some of the more experi-
enced Cork plavers were taks
ing in their surroundings on
the field long after the final
whistle vesterday, and it was
casy to conclisde that for a fow
it was goodbyve rather than au
revalr,

Faor them, as the poot =aid,
the place for & lifetime glows
with noon. And for others it
glows becanse of them.

joins Buckley in

the fast two All Ireland inter-
mediate finals, Sport can be
criel, and vou wouldn't blame
anyone for walking away,
Leah Weste, from the Ballin:
cul]i; club andd who teaches in

Crosshaven Girls NS, thought
about it but decided to glve 1t
anather shot.

“I'm 11 years waiting. The
Intermediates last won the All
Ireland in %006, [ came on to
the team the N Yoar
'l:hﬂﬁﬂi iha row in 07,
08 and T,

k has always

“The hs
e me. Ihave o sepfior

medal, but this is my first in-
termediate medal. T always
wanted to come back and try
and get the one that went
iy from us.

"A.t T.hu start of the season 1
wasn't going te come back
after the hurt last year, It
took me a long time. [ came
hack at the end of the keague
when my head was right. It
was only because of manage-
ment and the girks [ gacee 1t an-
other go.
“Thankfully, I did, becanse |
don’t think [ would ever for-
ghve myself T T walled aaay."™

record books

They journcyed up by
bus from Cork yesterday
morning.

“The last few yvears we
teavelled “ﬁ the night bafore,
and our uaﬂ: were not
serewed in. We wers playing
the aceasion. Mot pliying the
maich.

“We were wp at Gam and met
at 7.50am. Wo met Paudis and
the sendors in Dublin. 1t just
setiled our norves, We made
the right call with that."”

Cups going home
The Jack MeGrath Cup (Intee-

mediate) presented to
Barah Harrington — Jack,
who is a member of the Cross-
haven club, was born in
Fair Hill on the northside of
Cork City. He was educated
at Morth Monastery CHS
and played hurling with Glen

Hovers,
The Kathleen Mills
Cup (Premier Junior)
nied to Emer Keenan —
athleen, a holder of 15
ALl Trelamd senior medals
with Dublin, was ane of
the greatest exponents of
e A,

Rebel players hail
‘we before me"
team attitude

Michael Moynihan

lﬂutmn_[h

ACEEIL e remembered, 1711 he
remembered for one

of play, Why not begin 'with
the worman who hit the free
that wan it?

"T'II take it," sald Oria
Cotter, who natled the match-
winner,

“ESomee fella told me it waza
controversial free, 1 didn't
mind, 1I'd take it ither way —
we could probably have
claimed a few more controver-
sial frees durlng the day.

“Look, we'll take i, it went
aver the bar. | mizsed an ¢a-
sier one eartier, 1 know there
waz of1ly & minunte or so lefi.
Bt [ was just praving it went
over, and it didl.]

"Mysell and Chiloe [Siger-
2om] put plenty of time in be-
fore training most
tising our frees, and sho hlt
some lovely ones today as
well, It's fntastic.”

Cotter was joined by
Gemma O'Connor, who'd put
In another huge shift for the
champlons.

“T don't know why we do it
to ourselves, a point in it ...
half-time the message was to
H‘EHE I COMPOSNTe.

‘Beforehand you're trving
to get yoursell riled up, to get
into the right frame of mind,
the fi attitude — then &t
half-time it's all about *this is
where we are now and we
naed to be composed’. It's no
time to lose vour head.

“We knew it'd be o tight
g from start te finish. 'I'hn
championship has been ?I
open but we knew the final
waotlld be so defensive. wo
don’t give sach other an inch. 1
don't know what way it is
to look at, somotimes you'd
wizh the play would open upa
small bif, but you just want to
win at all costs, that's the bot-
tom Hne,”

Was this vear more satisfy-
ing than last season®

“Yeah, last year was magic,”
gadd O'Conmnor. 1 think it's 4
sign of a great team to be able
to replicate it when the press.
ire i% on — whon its almost
easy o throw your hat at it
and give in. There's nothing
beft in the tank and you're try-
irg fo stay as composed 8% you
can. It paid off for us. ]

“There's no Poom ot
Tor hotheads, Sometimes [ get
i bit hotheaded bt we've
learned down through the

years., Woe've worked on this
the last few yvears, to keep
£om . b Reep poing, that
at the right time the right

player will step up. And for s
todbiv it was Orka, who soored
il great point,”

Cotter hersell was keen to
share the credit: “For me i
was overy player, really. Aoife
Murray saved a goal just a
couple of minwtes beforehand,
om0 olse got & hook or a
Mock in. :

“It waz a team performance,
amdl we've been working on
that with management. I1's
the *we before the me’, and
we've been working on that
even last vear — it doesn't
neatter whe scores, who saves,
wi all defend and atiack
topeihier,

*That's what stood to us 10-
wirds the end, [1°s heart.
breaking for Kilkenny, two
vears in a row, and yon have
o acknowledee that as well.
They're a fantastic team and i1
could have pone any way fo-
wartls the enc.”

A point in two All-Ireland

finals. Why is it so hard to gep-

arate the two shiles?

“1 don’t know,” said Cottor.
"W meet each other gquite
aften now anid they've gdlen
the better of us in two league
finals now, 1 think we'll take
thie win in the championship
any time. The rivalry iz there
between Cork and KEilkenny
for years.”

O'Connor attributed the
narrow margins in part io the
new tactics In camose,

“Starting out it was 150n £5,
vou minded vour own pateh,
your own plaver, anid you
capitalized on what bappened
next. Now iU°s 50 actical . .. 1
wouldn't say it's a negative
thing, Kilkenny are at it, the
lads footballers are at §i, the
hurters are at 11, it about out-
smarting your epponent.

“Hut at the end of the day
it*s also about the player on
the ball, the decision-maker,
and the players making the
run to create ;p:m running
1o the corper flag so the ball
e B hilt it space,

“It's abkonut smart people
making smart decisions. This
game 15 all about decision
making.

“You asked why it's g0 thght
between Cork and Kilkenny —
I think it's becanse we're 5o
similar, the teams are physi-
cal, skilfl, the panels show
extreme skill, talent and
workrate. That's why thers's
s0 little between us.”




Ref comes
underfire as
Rebelettes
secure the
two-in-a-row

Controversial free is all that separates sides
after another battle of minds and defences

N
014

KILKENNY 013

ALL-IEEL AN SEMECH CALONGSE PIMAL

ONE paint - an Oca Cotter freg in
thee Arst of two mimutes of added time
- was all that separsted Cork (rom
Kilkenmy for the second year in a row
o win thebr 28th All-lreland semior
camaggie title,

However, while there was drama
and beaury 5 the way last year's final
exphoded into fife in its dmmatic last
minutes, vesterday's denouement felt
much more like a damp squib, espe-
cially as it was deckded by o partici
lzrly contenibows dedision,

Codter hit the deck in a scrum of
Kilkenny players as time chbed away
b fiesw wore sure why she got a free.

Referee, Eamon Cassidy mdicated
alterwards that her lrﬂil'ﬁ leg head
beeen fouled. bat it was a call that lefi
iy scratching thedr eads and Kilk:
enny furious:

Codter still had 10 score U nee from
bong-range ansl showed all of ier lead-

ership and compesure to do it break:
ing the Cats hearns for a second year
AN T

“Some fella told me it was a contno-
versial free, T didnt mind. I'd %ﬁ:;‘“
eitherway and we could probably have
clabmed a few mone controversial frees
during the day, she sabd afterwards,

The bosers subsequently had o good
long-range chance  themselves (o
equalise when Anne Dalion took @
quick free 1w Claire Phekan, who shot
wide [rom inside her own half,

Bui, mot for the farst time when these
twn clashed in Croke Park, it was the
Rebels who held their nerve better
whven it mattersd most in another
suflocating tusshe, and some hemoic
defending from Alsking Tlmrnn
and Gemma OConnor helped them
Lo clase it out.

As expediod, despite bright dry con-
ditions, this was another armawres:
tle with linke Mair hurling or open
seoring between two sides intent on
cancelling each other with crowded
defences.

Even before throw-in there was
some bizarre mind- on dis-
play. Makch officials had 1o call both
gides out of their huddles and before
throwein Cork had all of their forwands
husddied, like shieep, in the Kilkenny
square, marked tghtly by thelr Cats
counieTparts.

Castrbona Colling rifles home Cark’s second-half goal desploe the affonts of Down's
Alannah Savage in yesterday’s intermediate final  Famas & pOREADLSPOETIFILE

AT A GLANCE

e r-"_'-'-;f—-F: R A A 'Eﬁ- F
PLAYER OF THE MATCH
ORLACOTTER
With the game in the
midting pat, Cotter had
the benatity 1o drive Cork
an. She won and scored
= he froe that ultimately

M separated the teams at

thie fimal whisthe,

TALKING POINT

Shaudd the free for Coteers winning
point have been awarded or not?
Kilkenery eartainly feit it shouldr't
have been, and they also gueried the
“charge’ given against Davina Tobén
prier 1o that which Sigerson painted.
MAGIZ MOMENT

Difficult ta find one in 2 match

af such suffecating marking, but
Hannah Looney madd a brilliant run
and lay-off tocreate a vital equaliser
for Cla Cronin just befare the hatf-
tiamee broak,

REFWATCH

Eamon Cassidy was heavily criticised
for bowing too much but the rukes on
contact in Camaghe are 5o Strct that,
in such tight, defensive tussles it's a
hapleds eask undess mose contact
Alfowed,

Match statistics
Wides

Corle: 4 (2)
Kilkenny: B {4}

Frees

Corle: 17 (B)

Kllkenny: 16 [5)
YeBaw Cards

Carke: 3 (Thompson 43, O Cennor 54,
Cronin 5&)

Kilkenny: | (Pawer 20}
Red Cards: 0
Attendance; 21,476,

Given that enly cight of the Emt‘s
27 seopes came from play yoo'd won-
derwihy there’s such i
stulf about pagitions C-UpS.
Kilkenny »ﬂe desperately depend-
ant on Denise Gaule's f(reetaking,
which was kargely exemplary.
Some blamed referes Eamon Cos-
sidy for blowing far too much, but 33
frees im 64 minutes was nol

Aoife Murray struck over the bar.

And’ Kilkenny were unhappy that
some of his most contentions deci-
glons went against them.

~Pve had a look at if in tse dressing
room and, withoait eriticising Eamon,
definitely Orla was already (alling”
sadd Cats manager Ann Downey of
Catter’s last fnee,

“Our. players were around her, but
hadn’t touched her. | thought it was a
harsh enough free ks you saw [rom my
reaction on the line”

wiks alen critical about the

judge himself, 'm not goin
oait bt hime T is what it s 105 not

ing to be able to change the result,
ﬂnl-ﬁwmbtwluluuhilnnd!
chin and move on.
ray, who said he didn’t see the two
biggest calls in the game, sufgesied
that the ‘mon-comtact’ element of
Cam rules needs to be changed
i the players skills and fithess is 1o be

Neutrls feel 3

8

Sot ey

ing seem to have o bess

flow and open scoring in the modern

@me.

Irrespective. of  Cassidy’s  deci-
g, ihe playens also seenwed

~ mwore than happy to wade in and con-

cede frees.

B —

Collins the ilriving force as Cork

CORK I3

DOWN 0-9

Ay RELAMD INTERMEDRATE FiMAL

CAITRIONA COLLINS proved the
match-winner with o superh haul
o 16 a5 Ciork purt the sgony of two
consecutive deleas af the kst undle
behind them io becomie Liberty
nmw::'rblm dﬂwﬁu hIml‘..‘rlnlin: Fwi:
s at

The Rebels = whowere also gratelul
for Boeir ot s from play from minos
star Saoirse MeCanby - lad i stwve

ol a wonderful effart by Down, whi
Tead SNaamb Mallon and Saoirse Sands
in fimé: form $

Pt sicee Casllims Soumd the netin
the S0th minute to put Six points
Tetween the tems, It was an upkbill
struggie for Martina Rooney's crew,

Their cruse wasn't helped by the
sending-f of Sars-Lowise Carr W
milnuites [ater, The reason for the
Clondulf atacker’s second yellow card
wwasry'T ohaous froam the sunds. o ko
the plaver hersell, who was distraught.

Dhowwm sturted the with skipper
e aTuR L
Wiks isi i
had (niled hmlﬁu sem-finel and that

thiir comeback that day had been
propelled by Carr's relocation to
cemire-back.

Ehemmﬁﬂinm -
proceedings Lo L

tzare o this oocasion. and Down
m her commanding presence in
the miiddle of the half-hack Tine.

They began very conlidenthy,
hwwever, poinis from Same-Logkse
Carr and Sands getting them on their

E ¢ =whis with
winning her secomd All-Tneland medal
in a few months having enjoved UL
oy — ol a chimce 10 shaw her paoce
and the subsequent plivver of the



In such packed defences it is increas-
ingly hard whenever these two meel
1o find enough space to get good shats
off and it doesnt make for the most
enteraining spectacle for supporers.

Cork’s only neal goal chance was that
early penalty, while Kilkenny's sole
opportunity for a green flag came in
the third guarter when Anna Farrell
barst through and got off a kcked
shot which Murray saved.

Kilkenny, who operated with just a
fewy forwards in the first-half, certainly
threw maore up in the second-half, ot
couldn’t break Cork down and Pamela
Mackey did a particularhy good mark-
ing job on Kutic Power.

The marginsg were tight on both
sides but the winners made berer

decisions. Kilkenny only had eight
wides and dropped a few chots short
but Cork, noticeably, only had two
wides in cach half.

When Cork necded  Fead-
ers 10 stand wp they really had
them, like Cotter and the Mackey

twins - Katrina and Pameld
Orda Cronin scored two particularly
crucial points before half-time to leave
it 0-8 apicoe at the interval

Corks victory saw the legendary
Briege Corkery I Rena Buckley
in winning her 13th Allireland senfor
miedal (both codes), even though she
didn’t come off the bench yestierday.

Manager Murray, who finished the
day with a split eye aftér unning inio
a tedevision camera an the final whis-

Closes
CRCOUTNLET:
Despite being
surrcunded
by fiwe Cork
defenders,
IMiriam Walsh
of Kilkenny
Qs in an
effart on goal
which was
subgequenthy
saved by Cork

> Campgie final
at Croke Park
= DD

B FITIGERALDY
SPOATSFILE

the, said their next target will indeed
be a three in-a-row,

=To retain a title is important. It
take a good team to win back-to-back
AllIretands. That was our goal all year
and we knew it wis going to take a
great effort,” he siid.

SOOMERS; Cork - 0 Comes 005 (S, € Sageom 0-3 (3500
Crein o K KHZ?L-EM. K0 Corwrnor (-1 Mlarrag 01
{peese). MM apaary; [ 0000 A, 7 4500, M Farved, ) Mgloe
i Oty ) pachy,

TR, = B Mesviny (Capd) B, L O fuivan T L Ty 7. Prlilachey
Bz L Cnppirmyer 110 O ommon I, € Spbreon ;) Wit T
Thmpaon & A DConeer &, 0 Crosin & O Coner &, K Madkey
AL Callen & H Losaey & Sl | Oalivan bor Collay. SN
m&mm

WOLEENMY = £ Krcaragh - C Desst B, CFaley B Gl
T Papiga i A Dftos B, D Tobet S8 Famsd T 0 Famell

3 Wislews 5, I e & O Gl B S Pl T B2 Chlty 6. B
K 15 ez B Virsln foe Cluiey (35

REF- [ Crivsdly [Dwery)

make up for previous

meatch head the veams keved inthe blink
of an eve with a wonderful brace,

Dinon enjoyed iheir best period at
this juncture and moved three points
clear, with two from Mallon, who was
also invabved im the move for Paula
Gribben's score. Mallon's paint off her
beft from &0 metres, n panioular, was
a thing of heauty.

They didn't seore for the entire
second gquarter, however, and Cork
went in at hali-time keading by 057 10
0:5, Collins slotting three points 1o
tring the teams level before Caroline
Surge andd McCarthy also hit the

paritywithin five minutes of the
restart but it was all Cork from there,
Pawdie Murray's crew beading by three
when Collins fired 1o the net.

Tt weas a fantastic finish at the end
of o move that had s genesis ina
stunning fetch from the clowds by
Siobhin Hutchinson. Finola Neville
ook the ball forwand and drew the
icover befiore tirming her pass (o
periection, leaving Collins to do the
resi.

For Meville, the win was well
overdue. “The hunger was there, We
keew coming back each year, wewero
there or thereahouts, We were unluck

et Lol DAL L RN i TSI  aeee

o L

heartache

bl e playets.
“Theres a huge workrate and a huge

bond. as Sarah Harringon said in her |

spocch, Wee're best [riends. When we
ﬂ:mch:d dhwam, we were conling
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Bugler strike sets up title -
win as camogie revolution
in capital hits fever pitch

KERRY 0-6
Daragh O Conchilr

MLLARELAND PREMIER JUNICH Fitiay
AGOAL from Aoife Bugler in the
15th minute set Dublin on their
winy a5 the camogie revelution in
the capital continued with victory
yesteriday in Croke Park.

It was redemption for the victors
alter losing kst vear's decider 1o
Westmeath and while the pain
of defeat will linger, this is only
the nning for the Kingdom,
their first Croke Park appearance
coming less than a decade afier the
inzuguration of @ county feam.

This day was about the Dubs,
though. Bugler was just one of
an impressive atlacking cast in

| which Mayer of the Match Caragh
| Dawson, Laoise Quinn and the

pacy Caragh Dawson shone, At the

| other end Deirdre Johnstone bed an
un}'l-elclin'g defensive effort. much

1o the dedight of Publin manager

Shane Movwman.

P Catigtiany e S BT 0 Ko

Hurt
“It's absolutely febulous™ said the
Db boss. “To come here st vear
and walk wway so huri, we really did
promis¢ ourselves we'd dowhatever
we had to do to get back here today,
“It’s a credit to the girs, they left
nothing out there. It's great for the
girls and great for Dublin camogic
going forward, We tried o put
down a marker, we wanted 1o gou
ihem from the start and in fairmess,
they kept at ws. They're a good team
and they will be back™
Bugler sufferad a cruciale knee
ligament injury shorily after s
year’s final and only returmed for
the Blues' semi-final win over Offaly
last month, in which she scored a
o] and three poinis. She matched
al tally on this occasion, but this
was an excellent team display.
Shane Plowman had his team set
up to pull out and leave space in
front of his front three, and then it
was about the supply.
They were well drilled in this

—
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Emer Keenan and Laoise Quinn celebrate Dublin's victory over Kerry in the
ket laasirames Silkirsland Bromior dendor ool oD At dGERALDFSPORTSFLE

regand and Bugler's goal was a
product of ii; Cuinn drilling o low
ball in front of her that she gathered
neatly, before turning Miamh Leen
and firing high to the far corner.

She almost had another feom the
mext attack, but Leen got back well
i deny her and, indeed, held her
own in @ brilliant individaal duel,

Patrice Diggin settled Kerry with a
couple of pointed frees, but Avibhe
Dillon did likewise at the other end.

Dullin, though, had mone
firepower and added three potnes
from play, the highlight a splendid
scone by Buglor that combined
subitlety, strengih and sccuracy,

They bed by 1-6 to 0-2 af the
break and though Kerry were
musch improved in the secomd-
half and Laura Collins' point after
sublime stickwork (rom Jessica
Fitzell offered o ghimpse of their
capabilities, they never lorked like
getting the goal they needed.

Bugler tonk over the ree-taking
duties to good effect when Dillon
wis substituted and the gap
remained comioriable.

Kerry boss Siephen Goggin toek
the opportunity to give as many
of his plavers as possible a tistie of
headguarters on All-lreland final
day, in the hope that it might stand
ta them in the long term.

Plowman did the same and
managed Lo get skipper Emer
Keenan on in the dying seconils,
having been sidelined by a cruciaie
ligament injury four months ago.

Within minutes, Keenan was
lifting the trophy named in honour
of Duhlin's greatest plaver Kay
Milks, and offering classy words
of comfort 1o Kerry, before the
celehrations were i in carmest.

SLORERS = Dobliac A Boglen 1) (LA Difga - ]3I0 5
Wrplefn, L Doy (M) -2 s I Moo, E Wiian. 11
WEREY: P Diggrn 05 {517 L Cofion £+

Dl = ¥ Eamipgaa, [ ORondin, W Gininss, 5 Wespiy, E
Darem, D Joberitaas, C N Risgafagiin, H ODeR 5 Wikde,
C Duwn, A Do, A Doatey. & Waih, & Bogies, | Qs
Bmber: L Orfiea b Do (180, £ Trormeiy for Dy (54 L
Wil e B $50=T)

Marey - A Fragenaid, L Hoelian, ¥ léen M Coiteda 4
riComnor. § Nrphry, £ Flarringaes, 0 Tourny, PiDigiin,

€ Papsakan, | Colien, & Befup, J Froetl, J Mo, M
Caiy Salar B Mty for Miriagedn i {25), E Ryal

e ErCormce {571, A Wkt b Cairy 4851 K By o
Ghgrabian (S8, J Oeess for Fared [V

REF - & Dabesy [Lary)

=
—

e

|'I ¥ i

"
&
B,

L .

-

U \

AL =

[
L
e
1

<



Cork, Intermediate

CORCAIGH

Wagve Lpoch, Kutle Barry, Keelagh Cullinane, Relacs Keane, Circling Sugrue, ] 7 2 Healy, Zackel CrCalaghan, Finola Heville, Slebhin Hielcherien, Kaie '&all, Ksary Barretl,
Epchel CrShen, Kathe McCarthy, Kaielys icdury, Lueven Callanan, hey Lise, Saetaree Belutarg

Maeve McCarthy, jennifer Barry, Cisiroes ol Cinrn bolacthy, Miemh Mi Chagimb, Sar 1 arming i, faceris McCartsy, Leah Weste, Sash Behdey, L Haper, Keces Meolarthy, Riciin Wikemn Firsrai Hurbey

CORK

INTERMEDIATE TEAM

Carcline Sugrue Masve McCarthy Caitriona Collins
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Down, Intermediate

DOWN

INTERMEDATE TEAM

Paula Gribben

T G

pciens Sandts Hiamh Mallon Orla Gribben

5 i Shachsmsigh . T Mhaalidin 0 KT Chedin
Putsfinry 1 Ferlsii 31 .r"".".'-u-
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Maria M:H.'.} rﬂ;il:ll’rﬂ]-
Demtal Murse

Caalheeper

Al Irctmd pursos Cohep Sitle, Bat League bike.
LB b Seriae O difhe, Uiie Shesk] bile.

Clare McClllkgan - Clonduf

Sludenl

Delesder

Allireland junier Cubip ke, Mt Leagee titke,
Whter Sersoy Cubip sitle, Ulsle Inlevembdiate
Cship itle, Purcell Shicld ks

Aannah Savage - Ballygalget
FRD Student

Delender
Lisber Semiar Caldp Gilke, Puscell Shacld litle

Nicole Kelly - An Blacht
Magser kssemiler, Arraapace
Defender

Ulgies Senir Cthig 18k

Bldinaid Savage - Ballypalger
Srad el
Diefende

tiibes

Feonnuala Carr - Closdull

Contracts Manager

Delesder

Allireland Janisr C'ship litke, Utvter Sonior Cahip
tithe, 3 Puscell Cop titfes, § Soaming Star Awards.

Deasbhla Magee « Liatroirs Foasencys
Stusieat
Dederder

e, Usher Inter C'ihip ik

Oirla Gribban - Clondudi
Teacher

Fexmeind

Wsier Senss Cikgp 111k

Ovrlagh Caldwell - Mayobradge
Marketing Avitst

Bt ]

Uhler Sensse Clihig ity

Maria Higgins - An Rischt

St

Forwad

all-heland Mear Cahip tithe, Uher Semar Cubip
Sithe, St Missyr 'ghap tilke

Lizzy Wilson - Clonduff

Stodasal

Eeberader

& Bl heland Misoy O shap hifles, Ulsler S8
Cship il Fr. Meschar titke

Catherine O'Hare - Ballela

Sadenl

Deleader

Lider Send Cihip e, Porosl Shickd titls

Clara Cowan - Clandulf
Sludent

Fenraraid

Us iy Sendor €'ship lile

Eimear Rushe - Balybsiland

Studeri

Fanaard

M- ireland Rlissr Cakip title, Uisier Sesior Trhip
fidke.

Al-feelarad Winor Cghip Etle, rumeroud undeap

#dl-Ircland jussee Cubup bitke, Lisier Serear C'thip

Al breland Moo Cshap fihe, Ulsier Sprm
ihe, Froibeachar tile

Paula Gribbes - Clonduld

PE Teacher & Fitneid leglirator

Mitlld

All-ireland |usses yhig Bide, Alkdreland W
Chigs nithe, Wbvier Serene Cyhap Satle, At
Chop et

Dwirbhille Srvage - Balygaiget
Stadent

Faiwrd

AB-beelars] feniss Cybip bile, Allireland! &
C'shap oithe, All-eeland Lhi C'ihip utle, Wt
Senior Cusip tithe, Fr. Wsachaw btle, Uksh
Crihop sale.

Aimese Mcileenan « Liatroim Fante
Sludert
Frrward
Aol porvor Cship tithe, Ulsley Senici
fighe, Liser leber Cyhip stle, § Collepe Al
Fwsith

Sara-Lowise Carr - Clondifl

Righ Ofiger

Forwird

All-ieelard Jumier C'ihap itk

Allbeelyrd Wnoe Cshop fitle, Mag League
Litsser Semion C"ghep title, Aqhbsuing Shich
Adhbuine AL S Rwards.

Sacirse Sands - Penafery
Saden

Farward
Wb Seriiae Cglip tike

Miamh Mallan - Portaferry

Seadent

Farapd

Al belarsd |unbor Cuhip bitle, Libet Semige
title. Ulster Mings Cihip vife, 3 Ashboume
Sia Awands, 1 Soanng St Awands.

wF
Caithin McCartan - Liatisim For
=y Cligsroom Ausistast
Fraard
-— 3 KE-Trefuad Minar Civheg tisked, LEqL
Cruldp tithe.

Beth Fitzpatrick - Clonduf
et

Fodwmatd
Uisier Sensgr O 1ge

Eathe MeGilligan - Clonduf|
Sludent

Forward

Whster Seneoe Chig Slg,

Cassie Fitzpartrick - Clonduff
Accountancy Studinl

Midfichd

Lihser Semdge Cshep Bitle

Player Profiles - Cork

1 (e T kL

ﬁ.mr Lo = Ma Parsaigh
Sluden

Goalupiper
1 Al rebind Sevsod i 1. | Moty Serooi
ik neles, 3 Wansier Iver Cabap ey

Leah 'Weste - Ballingollg

Tenches

Diefenden

Alepbard Senine CShop tethe, § Wil League
Bitbes, g Mlygrgier Sprige Thip btley, ¥ Meniipr
Ieted CSMip bithes, Murater funar £ 5kp title,
Indprpronnoa B

Sarak Hl.lﬁl'll'tbl'l = Fr. O'Nedy

Teacher

'.'!'t"l:-'idtr

1, b League 1oy, § Murmider Inte e 1abi
Fr, Meschair title, Porpell Cop eale

Saaning Shars Award

Miamh Wi Chaotmb - Klleagh

Teacher

e lerui

Al lrefand Sendor C'Ship title. 7 Nal Leagoe tigles
3 Wlgriter Irder © Shap tked, Fr. Meachait wils,
Soaning Stars devard

Sarah Buckley - Ballecolig

Agigemlinl

Bl=¥ield

3 AR Irplprd Sevisar C Shep Blkes, & Mol |l"1¢\u'|'
litkes, Mussber Senter Cybep bile, 2 Wurmser Inber
{“Shigtithei. Saanirg Stk Ramiid

Siobhin Hutchinson - Eie g
Teaimew 1ecouating

Defender

Mt League 1o, Monsler Senmn Cibas titks

Sacirse McCarthy - Courory Rovers
Student

el
R treland Mo b vide
1 Liigreter LI ttkes

Cattriona Collinys - Balinhassig
Teacker

Forward

Mt League 16%. Wungter Inter O 5hep e,
Munsher Liangd C5kp nirke

Eirmisar Hl.l-llelr = %5 Finbarrg

Shuders

GaaRbeper

Mal Leagoe title, Mussier injer CShip ke,
Muevings UE C'Shap 1

Stefanie Beausang - Kllesgh
Crastomss Sereaoes Adwiber
Gaalteéper

1 Ashboun ltles

Maewe McCarthy - Sarsfieids
Studeril
Faraad

Alireland Semsor C"Ship ke, 2 Kt League Sites,

Mumates ber CSRip 1dle

Keeva McCarthy - 5t Fnbarrs
Srurdem

Fomaard

1 Kl Leaghoe ttbhes, Al-neknd L6 Cshp tithe,
Wrester inder O Ghep Bitke, 2 Mounster Minge
Chkep S, Soafing Sar A

Chona Healy - Aphabullogue
Stusdent

Formed
Allseland Mg Crelup btlg, Moiaer =iy
C8hip title, Murier Lhih O Ship atie,

Riisin Killeen - Balyhea
Studens
Dobpradi

Mduraber lates T Shap bitke.

Rebecca Keane - bviscern
Stusdeni
Farward

Mt League idfe, Hunsier Inbey C5ha Bthe

- leplgnd Sersoe CFhip tithe, & Wt Lesjun Btked,

CORCAIGH

fmnii!f Barry - Beide B

Tothuii

Defunder

AN deplared Servor CSkap itle, 3 Nat Lpggus
Blyyrnder Inger C7 3 Ditks

Lauerer Caflanan - Glen Rovest
Srgdent

Diefende

AR- gl Jamend 5D DUE. 3 Mk Leapue
Musaber bajes {Shop Btin

Katie McCarthy - Aghabulogue
Sludpat

Crbenga

Kl Lrigus bitie

Rachel O°Callaghan - 5t Catheriney
Nurie

Forwrins
Mat League befe, Wynsier Jomor Cibap [ie

Laura Hayes - 51 Cathennes

Sludest

Farwitl

Al-eplgnd Mings C'thip dae, Mumber UsE 10l

Caroding 5|.|'g;r1.|:- Balingpcarthy
Teschet

Farwerd

§ Ml Leagae hithes, 3 Marpier Semor iCthe |
1 ktgnuter Irder £ Ship 1%

Finsola Newille - 51 Catreress

Sporis Rehubiliater B Athletic Thenpat
Toreard

§ Ml-heland Seror CSkip s, § Mak Laagui
ithes, Mumites Tesdor Cihip bithe, Musribi In
Lo ik

Modra Barretf - Ballimascarthy
Frudent

Fovward

All-teelard Minor Cship niibe, Musabes iabe
L5 Ditke, 3 Mussies LG T Shep bbies

Keelagh Cullinane - Fr. O'Neils
Stdent

Fasbwrard
hat League 1, AB-inpland Uné Cuhip titl
Murster lnter CShep nile

Maeve: Lymch - Mewtestows
Fudent
Darbe s

# WA Leagee Githes, lunpter Irser OShip

Kate Wall - Kilbrsitain/ Timoleague
Studest

Tegapatd

Maf Leagoe toke, Mu=ane: lasbs CSha iy
Mussrey Msnsr O Ship hitle

Rachel O'Shea - Larfigaiing
Student

Frrachid

All-beelanel Serior Cihip title, Nai Leagoe |
Musater Mngy CShig e, Blunster Ust ©
tithe, Puwoed Cuatithe

Katey ke - o
A fieid

M-Ireland Sgsier CoNipBitie, § Nak Lesgus
Bhusiter Inter C5hep nile

Ciara MoCarthy - Aphabuflogue
Shudent
Farwid



Cark's Hannah Looney and
Stefante Beawsang celobrate
thair All-[reland Senior Camogie
Lhampinship win over Kilkenny
at Croke Park yesterday and,
inset, Katelyn Hickey, right,

- Saoiree MeCagthy, centre, and

. KATE By en|o {Mk'i'

~ nt ﬁh?h‘ h'lll'l ever Down.

¥, September 10, 2018




Rebels
finally get
their big
moment
INn Croker

THE expression third time lucky is probably
one that will be used many times over the
coming days as Cork finally lifted the All-Ire-
land intermediate cup yesterday,

They lost ¢ul in the finals in the last two
seas0ns, after a replay last year, in & game that
thoy left alfter them the first day,

But all evedit to the aquuul they regrouped
and ensured they were back in Croker yester-
ilay to try amd ond that drooght.

aork’s last win was in the innugural com-
petition in 2006 and since then they have fea-
tred in meore than thelr falr share of finals.

S0 considering those factors i1°s more 4 cise
ol reliel (han lucky to see the cup heading
suth tomorrow night.

Mo doubt there were plenty of motivating
fnctors for the side, from the disappoinment of
the last two years 6o a deformination to end
that drought.

In that time members of the intermedinte
slche would have had to attend the alter-match
Tunction with the senior stde and it must have
been difficult to watch them celebrating as vou
drowned Your sorrows.

OF course, they woilld hive been delighted
for the senior players, with several of them
sulbs on thak panel, but at the back of vour
mind Is always the fact you came up short in
YOI O5WH B,

As the second side jn iny county, it's not an
cigy task to reach a final and these gicls de-
serve massive praize for dokng 20 on the con-
sastent basis thoy have since 2006,

I theat B they have featored in nide finnls
(including 2006), making them the most con-
sistent slde In this competition.

It shows the strength of caomogie in Cork at
present and hopelally for many years to come,
The Rebel county is probably the only one that
cottlil produce two teams to theso high stan-
dards over this time and golng forward is the
omiby one likely of doing =0 for somse time.

course, others have had good years, bt
none ai the level of Cork and no matter what
the result was today that conskstency must be
acknowledged and applaaded.

Inn the league they showed they were going to
b thee foryn shde as capiain, Sarah Harrington
Bob to i the cup to sel them up nicely for the
All-Iretand sories,

But wheen you are taking on a side vou have
already boaten this season there = always a
fear fxcior,

Time and e ngain we have seen how -
cult it can be bo defeat o team for the second
i Just look at the Cork senfor hnrlers over
the Last fwo years, losing out in the semd-final
of the All-Ireland serfes to a side they had
either beaten o diawn with previonsty,

The same happened to the Cork U21 hurlers,
who had a great win over Tippérary in the
Slunsier final, but then lost out to them in the
"“-%‘Lﬁ?ﬂ:“““h‘;l dicin't hs

n L n'l appen vesterday as
Sarah got III{L' chance to lift another cup in
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Leah Weste celebrates with her teammates after
the game, * Picture: INPHO/Bryaa Keane

what was a deserved win for Cork,

They took their time to settde and in the ey
stages, you might be forglhven for thinking it
cauld be another one of those days. Down
seitled far quicker and were the better side for
the first 10 minutes or so,

But Cork started to settle with Jennifer
Barry leading by example at centre-back and
Harrington sokid out bohined her,

HKatelyn Hickey and Sarah Buckley started
1o ged o grip at micdfield and wp front, the likes
of Caltriona Colling, Saoirse Miﬂarlh rand Ca-
roline Sugroae started to torment the
fonce.

By half-time the Rebels were in front and it
looked like there was only golng to be one
winner, though credit must go to Down who
started the bottor of the twa shibes apain and
were back on lovel torms five minwtes in.

But when you need big players to step up
then Cork have them in abundance and Collins
showed she wasn't golng hame emply-handed
again this year.

She rattled off two magnificent palnts,
both From bong range frees, to settle the nerves
and when Sugrue put three between them
the Eebels could slart to relax and enjoy the oe-
casion.

The key moment came in the d1st minute
and it was a gpoal worthy of winning any final.

A magnificent catch by Slobhan Hutchinson
in defence started the move and she put Finoka
Meville on her way.

Meville popped the sliothar to Collins and
when given an opportunity like that she
doesn’t miss,

Afterwards selector, Brian (°Sullivan, who
was the man on the skbeline as Paudie Morray
wiis split between the teams, was prowd of
Cork's efforts and delighted for the sguad.

“It wag great toowin and 1 thought the girds
were brilliant out there foday. We took & while
to settle but ance we did T thought we played
SO groat camoghe,

"Our defence was outstanding and they
haven't coneeded a goal all year and managed
bir el tlhe e fodiy, As a unit, they have been
atttstarding ami set the platform for us.

“The goal was a blg score and in fairness,
Caltriona never lts us down. 1% 1 to win
afler the last two years and we will enjoy the
celebratbons now,” concluded Brian,

wn de-

Sarah Harrington, Niamh Ni Chacimh and Sarah

Caitriona Collins of Cork scores her side’s goal despite the efforts of Alannah Savage of Down.

Buckley celebrate after the final whistle,

Intermediate side dig
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Savirse McCarthy receives the
Flayer of the Match Award from Delrdre Ashe
Picture: INPHO/Bzyan Keans
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SCORE OF THE MATCH:
As well a5 hoing a pivotal
seore, Caltriona Collins
A1st-mbnute goail was aiso
the most eye-catcldng on the
day. After Finola Neville's
blistering ron initially
plreed Down on the back-
foat, the Ballinhassig
forward Mosd emphatically
beyond the reach of Marin
MenNally.

REFEREE WATCH:
Westmenth referee John
Dermoidy had o relatively
guiet afternoon, until he
gave Down's Sara-Louise
Carr her marching orders
o 4% mimites, I seemed o
harsh call’at the [ime, bat
the Ulster outfits challenjge
was alrexdy starting to fhde.

TURNING POINT: With
[iown storming back on the

Story of the Game

restart, Collins (2) and the
understated Caroline
Sugrue registered thres
poitts without reply to
create daylight for Cork.
KEY FLAYER: Sacirse
E&fﬂﬁ;h&?hu it dheserving
i £ player of the
matich 'B;J.'h

Roverg ; A
iy
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e Cork intermediate Camogie team celebrate with the Jadk MeGrath Cup after thei

~ork
;lnwn

1-13
0-9

*LAYER of the match Saoirse
JeCarthy and Caitriona Collings negls-
eped a combined tally of 1-10 at Croke
*ark yesterday to propel Cork towards
heir first All-Ireland Intermediate
lhamatnnshj title sinca M06.

Following heartbreaking final de-
mats to Kilkenny and Meath (eeplay)
n the past two seasons, the Leesiders
varcame 3 shaky opening at Jones
Road to get IEIE:I better of Down in a
competitive affalr,

Trailing by three points in the 16th
minute, Cork dug deep to ultimately
hring a 0-7 to -5 cushion into the inter-
val, Even though Down remained in
pontention on the resumption, a thind
quarter geal from Collins meant that
Cork, who like their senior eounter-
parts are managed by Paudle Murray,
brought their 12-yvear wait for a se¢-
aavi-ter crown to a convincing end.

After Bown had broken the deadlock
early on through Sara-Loulse Cary —
dlaughter of two-time All-Ireland
winner RHoss — and Saolrse Sands,

1= 'l

CAMOGIE

m Daire Walzh

Cork reaponded with a brace of
MceCarthy polnis,

The dependable Miamh Mallon (twa)
and Paula Gribben fived over at the op-
posite end 1o leave Cork staring into a
0-2 to 0-5 deficit, and consequently
place their mental resolve under In-
tense scrutiny. :

It was at this juncture in the play
that Collins really came into her own,
though. In addition to a routing free on
the stroke of 20 minutes, the Ballinhas-
sig attacker was also on target when
Down netminder Maria MeMally
batted away a Laura Hayes delivery,

With thelr northern rivals losing a
grip around the middle third, Cork
were ready to turn the game on s
head, Collins restored parity with hir
fourth of the tie and, thanks to addi-
tional contributions by Caroline Su-
grue and McCarthy, they were in a
position of strength for the beginning
of the second period.

r thrilling All-Ireland victory aver Down.

Eager to make thelr first final ap-
pearance at this grade a memorable
one, Down quickly cancelled owi
Cork"s lead with back-to-back podinis
from Mallon and Sanda. Yet, just when
the sides appeared to be delicately
polsed, the Rebels recorded 1-3 without
reply to effectively put the sulcome
bevond doubd, ;

The dynamic inside due of Collins
{two} and Sugrue built momentwm
with white-llag efforts, before Finola
Meville's werful surge through the
heart of the Down defence set up Caol-
lins for a cool finish into the boltom
right-hend cormer.

An Almee McAleenan point closed
the gap shightly, bt when Carr was
dismizsed for a second yellow card of-
fenice on 49 minutes, the prospect of o
late fightback by the Mourne had effec-
tively evaporated. _

Cork conceded a paltry 0-38 in their
glx games en route to this decider, and
skipper Sarah Harrington once agaln
marshalled a fopmidable Cork rear.

pard. She kept tabs on Fionnuala
Earr for much of the action and it was
the Down captain who cancelled oul
MeCarthys fourth of the day inside

Ficture: INPHOVBryan Keame |

the final quarter,

Collins had browghn her personal
haul uqem 1-6, but passed on free-talk-
ing duthes to substitute Cliona Healy in
the S6th minute. The Aghabullogue
star effortiessly siroked between the
uprights to bring the curiain down on
a thoronghly-deserved Cork triumph.
Searars Tor Corkr Cadricna Colling 1-6 |0-40,
Excerso MoCarty 04, Carcling Sugnse 0.2, Chona
Faaty 0-1 (1)

Downe Migmih Molion 0-3 (11, Saoirss Sands -2,
Flonnuaia Cars [T Pouls Grbben, Sam-Louse Carr,
Ferrag WisSisanan 0-1 sach

CORK: Amy Lowg: Hismh Mi Chacimb, Samh Har.
ringban, Jenrser Barry: Lauren Cafanan, Loah
Wedts, Sobban Hutchinson; Sarah Bucklyy, Kale-

i FECkey; Lasa Mapes, Fincla Mavlla, Saorse
hl'-:-:lf-u"-fr:?lf.‘-rm Sugns, Maoso MoCanfy, G-
Irigna Coles ]
Sube: Chona Healy for M MeCarsyy (35, Aechal |
o E:r%an jor Sugnes (530, Roisin HKleen for S
Lamani

DOWHE Mania Wchally, Neolp Kally, Allnnah Sas-
age, Clare WcGiligen; Bllinad Savage. Deartihla
Magos, Caihoting Rocks; Derbhis Sienge. Faula
Oeitban: SEa-Lousss Cadh, Phamh Lalion, Aemien
Mehlssnan; Oriagh Gatdwall, Fionauala Garr,
Sxoran Sanch.

Sizha: Orla Grinban jor Mages [14-28, blood), O
Giribben fof Caldwell (300, Clars Cowan ber Mol
g (52,

Anferee: Jofn Deemody (Wastmaath)

Heawribreak of previous final defeats

Since defeating Galwsy (o clalm the 2006 crown, i
has been a long road back to the intermediate
promiscd land for Cork. Three final reversals on
the bowaes ollowed that success, while they came
off second- best to Kilkenny and KMeath (replay) in
the past two seaszons, The pain of these showpiece
roversals was 8 key motivating factor on their path
back to ésterdny’s final and it helped themn to over-
1 come the challenge posed by the Mourne county.

Seo
Although

of Colling and McCarthy
's mean defence ensured that they
went through the whole championship without
conceding & goal, they also possessed a clinical
streak in attack. Caitriona Collins and Saoirse
McCarthy blossomed all the way through the
contest, registering @ combined haul of 1-10 for the
Lesgiders. With Dovwn struggling for seores beyond
the flrst guarter, they created a sizeable gap
fetwmen the teams with a geries of fine scores,

Three reasons Cork were victorious at Croker

Emphatic
Whisn they trailed
minutes pone, the menla
eepuand was truly put o the test. Howeover, thanks to
five points in succession, they had swung the
pendulum back in thelr favour by the end of the
opening period, Even thoogh Down lovelled
matters on the restarct, Pawdie Morray’s side had
developed an attacking rhythm that they
malniained for the remalnder of the action,

s 1o carly Down [

urg
1hr|.-1'.-11:-:r:int5, 0-5 to 0-2, with 16
strength of this Cork

MATCH REACTION
m Daire Walsh

FOLLOWING recent Final
heariache in GAA HG, Cork
intermediate selector Brian
O Sullivan was delighted (o
=iy the Lecshiers got over the
line against Down in the All:
[reland camaoqrie final.

With reversals o Kilkenny
and Meath still fresh in the
minds of the majerity of the
saquanl, he admitted there was
a sense of reliel within the
ks,

*For a few of these girls, it's
a huge weight of thelr
shoulders. In Birness, o lot of
new biood came into the Squmi
this vear as well,” O°Sullivan
said " |
= Iust overall, Gintastie fop
the girls. We wera only con-
centrating on today really, ns
opposed Lo the previeus
years. "

While Cork were worthy
0-18 1o 08 winners when the
tosums met in the group stages
in July, this was always likely
to be & tougher assignment
Down threatened an upset
whienn they bed by three points
{05 to -2 in the 16th minuio
before Cork hit a purple patch
that O Sullivan belioves was a
cricial factor in thelir suceess,

“We expected nothing less
from Down to e honest. We
knew they'd come out all guns
blazing. They're a very proud
camaogie conniy. They're o
strong, physical tenm, but we
knew once we gained our
composre and sottled,

*Thankfully, we went in Twoe
points up. We re-grouped al
half-time and gave a good per-
formance in the second halfl.
Orverall, just delighted for the
s in particolar.”

Because manager Paadic
Murray was already turning
his attention to the senlor de-
cider, O'Sullivan assumed

ost-match moedin duthes.

ark’s triumph over Killkenny
in the day's showplece event
made It a day (6 Ffemembar
for all associated with Cork
camogle and D'Sullivan
praised both squads for thelr
application throughout the
REEEDT.
“For the girks invelved with
1hi= team amd the seEnlor team,
they push sach other on the
whaode Hime. They'me robe maod-
els for any young girls o be
honest. Their work rate, thedr
effort, throughout the whole
year, s outstanding.

“Days like today s antastbe
firr them, and in particaliar the
glris eoming through minor as
well, winning All-Irelands. It's
greal for Cork camoghe in gen-
wEal = Y Cnlilivan afdlod




Jotter.

We
worked on
our free
takinga
lot lately’

DRLA Cotter, now with seven
senior All-lrelands to her
credit, was savouring the
micment as if it was her first as
we cankght up with her plich-
side after the fnal whistle
orifes RORY NOONAN,

“I'm really thrilled to have

won it again and o be honest, |
snppose it could have gone
gither way, it wag level so
many times. We were lucky
agnin 1 suppede to snatch it at
thi= death, just ke we did last
YT,
“1 Enow that Kilkenny are
gutted, [ suppose really you
would have to feel orry for
them — we know what it ds
like to lose and it's hard bui we
are &0 thrilled.”

Stanaling over the last free, a
long-range ¢ffort 1o win the
gaime, what vwas going through
Orlas mind having seen one
sail narrowly wide earkier?

b | j“ﬁ: s.ti,rtl]ﬂl:illl..'ﬂ myscll anl
prayed L Wokllol g0 ot

“We worked on free-taking a
ot over the last fow weeks and
myself and Chlog (Sigersond
wers practicing them a lof so
thank God it went over. In
fairness, Chice hit excellent
frees today as well and every
Tadl counted.”

Ewvery ball did count amnd
Cotter paid tribute to the Cork
ibefence, who were superh,

=&l year our defence have
been brifliant, and today they
were groat. They came under
feroclous pressure but they
siuck to their tazk and were
excellent,”

Leanne O Sullivan was
beaming and surrounded by
ecstatie supporters as she en-
joyed the after-match mood on
the pitch. “Thank God we got
over the line, It was tough all
through but we knew it wauld
be,” she sald. "They really
matie us work for it but every
one of s was 2o determined
we wene going to win,

“It's groat, especially with
the intermediate team also
winning.”

With four senjor medals
now in her posseszion, Leanng
savoured yvesterday’s victory.

“Last year | lost may place In
the starting team. | was
delighted we won but [ vowed |
wotlkd not be sitting watching
agiin this year, [ changaed a
few things and got mysell
right and worked really hard
and I am delighted that the
management gave ma -a
chance and I'm thrilled with
e W

Last year's player of the
gmma, Orla Cronin, wasn't as
prominent as in last year's
final but she worked so hard
aver the hour and her two
points in ihe two minuies of

mijury time in the fiest half
W Yery Impartamt.

3 “WWe were tmdl;.mrr; ET hah].:
ma approached but 1 god €
chances and T went for it To be
hionest, they were hard-
earned bt 1 was delighiod
that l‘]lﬁ:' hath went LOETR andl

ylpLibertylpLibertyh”

THEY'RE always swegtor when they e
against Kilkeniny.

Nothing personal (well I'll say that
anyway) but we lost some awlil games
mﬂ?m tntll::jn WWE?M._T-! 80s. Mem-
ory doesn’t always fade with age.

A sinple point apaind

Before the game, the poe-maich
change from the Kilkenny camp was
Edwina Keane coming In for Miriam
Walsh, o defender for a left cornpr-for-
ward, leading us Lo believe Kilkenny
were again golng to play asweeper
apaing Cork. But general falk was that
Keane was always going fo start and
Kilkenny had a plan. ;

Wiell, voud expect that, woubdn't you,
But it dida’t happen. Kilkenny pLuli'l:ﬂ
as they did in the semi-final and didn’t
deserve to win this tithe, If you'se not
ﬂ:g fo go all ot to nttck a game, you

“t deserve to win i,

Two changes were announced for
Cork, Miamh O'Callaghan and Miamh
MecCarthy making way for Leanne
O'sullivan and Linda Collins. Buf thess
four players have shared the starting
positions over the campaign, so you
':I“I|.Ii;d n't S_Bﬁ- u“g‘f nqﬂil;:lu. i I.'l:ll}pl'.'*ﬂ.
Cork’s panel just have ons.

It was ke & scene from Dancing wieh
the Stars before the ball was thirown
in with 2ix to alight players shadowing
cach other almest on top of Aoife

Oria Cotter scores a late point from a free to secare the victory.

]
e

e
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Referee Eamonn Cassidy bad to hold
up throwing the batl in g0 the approprl-
abé numbes of plavers were in their
own halves. I've never seen that before.
[¥id i resally eXpect An open game with
@ start like that®

1t was & strange opening half, Many
of Cork’s players didn’t gel on much
hall. Katrina Mackey scored thelr first
point from play on 22 minutes to go two
ahead before Dendse Gaule struck four
on the trod, one from play.

Level at the break wasn't o surpaise,
It was A peoor nprnlnil;_.! half which hargd
opened up in the last five minntes, The
reforee! To B honest, they are just 100
much a fivcal point in our game.

Ti's fine o say that it’s an amateur
game and that vou shoukln't have a go
at the refioree, byt you can'y ignore it
Fussy, Inconsiatent, not allowing ad-
vantage. There's something wrong

[ fully expocted Kilkenny to changs
tactics and attack this game [rom the
outset, Ploying a gwdeper and then opt-
ing at times to deflver long puck-outs

re's no bhettet
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which Cork -
It wans o
b i2olate B
ward, PFam &
Why thien ove
the feld? 1 at
only Kilkenn
metre line, b
g on her,
Kikenny &
the second
chance in the
bt Acife hMu
That was 2 d
critbonl stage
I thought

@eMental strength and cooli
Cork’s victorv vesterday.



vay to win a final
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i excellent

ume more in
+ only goal
Latie Power,
astute save.
o make at @
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lent, so toa Pam, Gemma O Connor,
Orla Cotter and Leanne O Sullivan.
Chloe Sigerson hit three mighty points.
Up front Orfa Crondn again struck two
ﬁﬂl paints o bring the sides level at

If time and that was vital. Katrina
Mackey struck two and really put her-
zalf atsoat,

Was it a great final? Mo, But who
cares.

['d prefer to win this one than lose a
thriller, It was tension stufT all through
a5 we've come 1o expect from these fin-
als, A cagey, intense affair, we wore
hopping again in the press box with an-
ticipation of what was going to come
next.

Mental strength and coolness werne
two orucial attributes of Cork’s win
vesterday. A goal was to win this
game, but one didn’t ook like coming
from either side (Power’s aitempt
asgide), so every point was crucial.

Denise Gaule missed two falrly
simple frees, always looking uncom-
fortable when taking a slight angled

re two crucial attributes of

Picture: INPHO/Tomimy Déckson

shot from the right on her left-hand
side. She missed one on 43 minutes to
draw Kilkenny level, Cotter responded
with a beauty to put Cork two up.
Cotter migsed one herself on 51 min-
utes, Gaule polnted a 45 straight after,
Kilkenny again ahead by one.

It really was such a tension-filled
game that every mistake was greeted
with a groan. And Cork made some
under pressuré but that doesn’t matter

T,

What o killer point from Oria Cotter.
She made Julia White's winner 12
menths ago. She was the hero yester-

She wan the ball twice before win-
ning that free out on the sideline. The
free was sticking in Kilkenny throats
after the game, strongly feeling it
wisn't one.

The referee post the game sakd it was
for a 'trailing leg’, There are days deci-
sions go for you and others they den't.
Wil take it! Cotler was immense.

Thore was 3 kot of tears in the Kilken-
ny dressing room after the game. I's a
haril one to take for them losing two ina
row by a point. But from 2 rod and
white pers ve, it's the sweetest.

A double for Cork in Croke Park.
Minor, intermedinte and senior tites in
2414,

T bl & o Tnat firse Cork did that wis

Briege Corke
months.

Hiamh ('Callaghan after the game.

. 3

ry of Cork cebebrates with her son Tadhg Scannell, age five
Picture: Piaras O Migheach/Spartshibe

Ficture: INPHOMaszho Gecna

Player
ratings

B Aoife Murray B: As depernd.
able as ever. Puck-ouls strong
and measuned. Browghl off & ik
ficull sawa on 52 minukes. I
didn't saam much, bul it was a
B Laura Treacy % Floyed tha
type of game that has msde hed
one of tha bast full-backs in tho
country, Teak tough, calm,
choasn | ge away neadiass
frees, distibulion axcallant

B Leanne O°Sullivan 8; Tidy
and elficiend, never cver fusy on
thi biall, Hoving lost har placd in
2017, Loanng's 2018 afions wera
rerwarded yostenday,

B Pamela Mackoy 9: Cuastand
ing again yesterday on
Hilkanny's most lethal lonsmnd,
Hatie Powern, Pam had her e
pockel Powar failad to scone.
Job dane.

B Libby Copplnger T:
Sometimes (ames ass you

by and for a feve Coik players
yislerday that happenad., Lty
did nothing wrong. Kilkenmy
scorad just four points from play.,
W Gemma O'Connor 9: Another
memodable parformanc:a i tha
rircl and while jorsay, Saeplupa
huge amount of ball. Tracked
back and played a sweapar role
ragma'l affpct

B Chioe Sigerson 9 Scored
threa axcelant reas. To have 3
hang distancs accasrale ingd-1aker
is rang i camogie. Composed in
genaral play, ooad distnbution,
W Julia White ¥: Coversd alot ol
ground but didn't get on as
much ball as sha would bdraa
likmd, primanty dus to Killkennyg's
dialansieg sirabigy. Alwanys a
wreat which is wity Kikenny
played seven dalgndens,

| Ashling Thempson T Tried
hard and put hevself atkoul 2 ot
but things didn't always go hee
wary. Intercapied a great ball o
th ened whhich had she messed
woudd have given Plenny B
mbsl Coftamn draw.

B Amy O'Connor B: Workod ex-
tremely hard, tracked back the
figld whenear Kilenny had
possession. Was marked by B
guabiy this towghest coma-Dack
in the game, Graca Walsh.

B Oria Cronin 8: Tvo excelilant
points just before hall-time
had a hege baaring. Kilkennmy b
four in & ngw and had turned 8
pavp-point deficit into @ two-point
leaed, The sides went in leval

B Orla Cotlar % In 2017 Orla
gave a 1op class pass to Julia
YWhite 10 elinch the tithe. esled-
clay sha took on the mantle her-
soHl, Sconod Tond frees, won thi
ball twice on the sideline belore
earning 1his [res and cooly

elofied owor from close on B0
yards bo win thi game,

m Katring Mackoy 8 It was
cldficuh to Bnd Space, bul
Mackey struck Corlcs first

point from play on 23 minutes,
seored ancther just after hall
lirmi, deenw Eraes and worked har
soekes off

® Linda Collins T: Tried hard
and on @& couple o Gocasons
mearly Tound & way thougi bl
Kilkeenny's defence ane dogged
and denled Linda getting tha
space sha reguired.

B Hanneh Looney 8 Hannah
injercapted some good Kikenny
pitacks and burst lorward on a
pumiser of occasiong. Physicaly
har atrengih is precigus 1o Cork
Whan in possossion sha's rarely
disposd,

& Lauren Homan T: On th liskd
for abyout 14 minutes ncluding
adcitional lime. Nol 100

il camd Ror way,

B Ninmh MeCarthy: Introduced

araas nkn e

{



inor momentum means third
ime’s a charm for Rebels

DOWN.....ciomeinsininmnss 0-9

Earrm_h'l’.'l 'Enm.h;.'l-i_r@
o

Finola Meville was grinning
from ear tocar and wnsarpris-
ingly s0, having been & part of
the Cork team that bost the last
two Liberty Insurance inter-
mediate camogie finals, and 12
menihs ago after a replay,

They made ne mistake this
time, Caitriona Collins slood-
ing 1-6 and Minor slar Sacirse
MeCarthy four points from
play against a Down sikde who
were excellent in the first half
bt had fallen seven points in
arrenrs when ace forward
Snra:Lorize Carr was harshly
sent off for a second yellow
eard in the 50th minaste.

Cork were sharper [or
longer theugh and deserved
th hanours.,

“Iinbellevable,” sabd Mevil-
le, wie set up Collins' crichil
40th-minute goal. "1 was jus
saying to the girls, ‘1s this
aftor happening? s it real?
We've been Mghting for this,
ko got over the line and got up
the sieps of the Hogan Stancd
for =0 long and its just unbe-
liewahbe, It's a great rl.“'E!ll'l[."..

“The hunger is there, 'We
knew coming back each vear.
we were there or thereabouts,
W were uniucky over the lnst
firwe yenrs bl we Knew we hiad
the plavers.

i il |
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Katelyn Hickey, Sasirse MeCarthy, and Katie Barry celebrate

final at Croke Park yesterday.

“There's a huge workrabe
and a huge bond, as Sarah
Harrington sakd in her speech.
We're best friends. When we
gol knocked down, we were
coming back to ged thai thile™

She had a particular word of
praise for the members of the
All-Ireland-winning minor
team that clearly added an
X-factor on the biggest stage.

“TFhey were faniastic today.

]

Laura (Hayes), Saolrse played
unbelievable on the wing,
playver of the match today,
Cliona Healy came on in the
somil-final and probably saved
us. There's a great future
there for Cork camogie and
the minors really stood up
today, which was very Import-
ant.”

Down manager Martina
Raoney was proud of her

charges but displeased with
somie of John Dermody’s deci-
slon-making.

“There are no words right
naw,” =aid Roomey.

“We wore going well In s
and staris, We seemed to get
things a lot tougher than the
apposition. They were getting
maybe frees a lot easier than
WE WEE.

“Ax for the sending off...

Cork's victery over Down in the Liberty Insurance All-Intland Intermediate (amogie

Picture: [knid Fitzgerald

[t'1) b interes to see tha
again. [ don't think either one
of them were yellow cards not
to mind the seécond one — [
{hought it was a free for us. A
vellow card affence, most defl-
nifely not.

“Wo never gave up, we
fought to the bitter end and
kept at it I suppose Dearbhila
(Magee) going off [with a bood
injury} unsettled us & wee bit,

Wa had come out of the block

really wisll,

“I"m incredibly proud of th
girls. I couldn't ask any msr
of them. Not all fairytale
have happy endings. To b
hiere and pari of the occasio
is amazing. We'll maybe nc
appreciate It leday or tomos
row or next wesk but the girl
will look back on this an
learn l'm"m it and comt bac

sironger.

Dvvwm begiun brillantly wit
garly points feom Carr an
Saoiree Sands, and in Miam
%hﬂd :.ﬁp_tpyer fitting
A% eop affair,
MeCarthy had the team
level but Down moved thre
ahead with Mallon on fire, he
paint from tight on the lef
Gdm out from the posts
worler score.

They failed toscore in th
second quarter though an
Cork went into the dressin
rooms losding by 0=7 to0-5.

Mallon and Sanids restore
parity within five minutes .
the restart bat it was all Cor
from there, Pandie Murray
crew leading by thres wle
Collins rocketed the net an
there wis o way back.
Scoreda for Cofk: C Collins [1-6.
i) & McCarihy (040 T Sugiue [0-:
G Haaby [0-1 hoe)

Scomrs 1o Downs M OWaon (04,
Eesl; 5 Sands (0-2); P Grbben, S
Carr, F Cat [) [0-1 sach)

CORK: & Lsa, M Hi CRaoimh, 5 Harsn
1w, J 5 Hutchinson, L Wesse,
Caallangr, 5 Bockiey, K Hickry, L e
F MNovile. 5 MoCasby, © Colling,
MeCarteg, C Sugna

Suba; C Hadly far MeCarhy {30
CrCaEaghan for Sugnus j603, 7 Kl

IDCAR: W Mchaly, M iy, A Spago
l.l:u:ll';;ln B Savage, D sageo,
HAocki, P Qnbbes, D Savage, 5L Gar
Mallon, & MoAlesoin, § Sews, F Lz
O Cailhevndl

Sube: O Gribbon le Magos Hinod (§
D8 Gribbasn for Calchesll (291, C Cowe
hew Rl Dilligas (57)
Rederee: J Dermody (Wasimaalh)

Determined Dubs erase last year's heartbreal
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Shane Plonghman halled the
determination of his squad to
come back from the heart-
break of loging sl vear's Lil-
erty Inaurance All-Trelamd
Premier Junior final and
make amonds in siyvle.

The Dublin manager took
time to commend HKerry on

their first appearance at
Croke Park and predicted that
their day’ will come,

“Ii's absolutely fabulous.™
sald Ploughman of the nine-
mEnt victory.

“To copme here Last year and
walk away so hart, we thought
we had enongh (to win), came
up against a very good
Westmeath team,

e really did promise onr-
selves we'd dust ourselves off
and do whatever we hud to do
to get back here today, It's a
credit to the girls, they left
nothing out there. It°s great
fior the girls amd great for Db
lin camogbe poing forward,

“We tried to put down a
marker, we wanted to go at
them [rom the start and in
LRlrress, I|I|:}|.' kept af s, they
woubdn't bet us get away foom
them. They're a good team
anel they will be back."

Ploaghman agreed that the
15th-minute goal by Aolfe

the All-ireland Junior Camogie final.

Bugler, who had only re-
turned from a ernciate knee
ligament injury for the All-

Dublin's Hannah 0'Dea tries to block dewn Kenry's Laura Collins during

Pichore: Bryan Keans

Ireland semi-final victory
over Offaly. was a critical
ECOTY,

“They were holding us out,
we wene trying to get the ball
into Aoife (Bugler) — their
full-back (Miamh Leen) was a
good player, a peal kandful for
Anife but once she got the turn
on her there was only one
place 1 was going and it took a
big lump of energy out of
them. It gave 08 a chance to
get o few more points and
paish forvrard. "

1t was a cracking finksh by
the full-forward, the resnlt of
an astute delivery by Laoise
Quinn, who along with player
of thie match Caragh Dawson
and ¢entre-back Deirdre
Johnstone had hoge games.

Eerry had no shortage of
top performers too, with Leen
magnificent at full-back and
Patrice Diggin taking i to
Dublin at every opporiuniiy.

Dublin had too much fire-

sor though. They bed by 1-6
to 0-2 at halftime and were
able to see it out, fnishimng off

with a point from capta
Emer Keenan, on the feld
matter of seconds after sufls
ing her own cruclate kn
ligament injury four mont
previowsly.

Beorens for Dubling & Duger 1-30-F
A IDdon 030 5 Weeide, L G (16
nactl Dawasn E Kaanan 0:1
Secorera for Kerry: F Diggin O-54h]
Collins 0-1

CUBLEK: K Kantouna, E O Fiordrs
Glgson, 5 Murphy, E Baron, D o8
abang, © Ni MRasloue, H 0w
Wiide. C Dewson, & A Dol
Waish, A Bugler, L G

Suba: L O'Shes lor Gion (30]. E T
vy for Doodey [56), L \Walsh for Bug
(2, E Bapngd for Waish 1504 5)
EERRY: & Filogeradd, L Howiksas
Lesn, M Costello, A& OConnar,
Musphry, E I-h'liF'w- O Young, D8
[ ﬁ'ﬂm L Colins AE#MI:_‘?E
oell, J Hongan, N Casay

Subs; A Mcla Pt

(251, E Fyad for w
I or G 58], K Bilaskiey tor Sha
han (585, ) (1 Geslle for Fazel (55

Folgres: & Dobany Lo



aoirse McCarthy and Ashling Thompson celebrate after the senior victory. Picture: Piaras { Midheach/Sportsfile  Katelyn Hickey celebrates Cork's victory over Down at the final whistle.
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Award tops
jlorious year |
or McCarthy |

OURCEY ROVERS siar Saoirse
fcCarthy capped an unforgettable
redir when she was named player of
he match in Cork’s All-Ireland
ntermediate Camogie Champlon-
ihip success over Down at Croke
FarE yesterday .

Having already secuped an All-
reland minor erown with the
pogjders, MeCarthy amassed four

wiints aver the course of the hour to
olp Paudie Murray's side end a 12-
rear walt for the second-ter crown.

She was also named on the Cork

wench for thelr heart-stopping senior
riumph against Kilkenny in the
howease event at Jones' Rd ancd vas
wick to pinpoint the special bond
at exizis between bodh sgunds,
“We train on the samo pitch, the
same nights, We're always in contact
with them.

“With those people on that team.
Lshling Thoempson, Briege Corkery,

and Gemma O"Connor, they te all

APUELAR DOON AT TR RS

CAMOGIE

m Dajre Walsh

superstars,” McCarthy explained in
the players’ tunnel after the game,

“They're all All-Stars, Coming
onto that team at the start of the vear
was mental. They e an insplration
o everyone."”

While they had seven points to
gpare (1-13 to 0-9) over the Mourne
county in the end, it was a much
cloger affale than their comprehoen:
sive group stage win at the expense of
the same team in July.

‘The gap was 12 E-:l'ims {15 to O-)
an that occasion, but MeCarthy fielt

Cork’s superior ftness was oneof (he ™

key reasons why they were able to
push on in the secomd hall.

“We knew that they were going to
put it up to us,” she sakd.

Picture; INPHO/Bryan Keane

“At the end of the day, 1 kind of
knew we wone going b6 have the legs
on ihem.

“1 wasn't confident, but I was
definitely not afraid. | knew how to
work our away aronnd them."

Give this was her first year on the
anel, McCarthy didn't suffer the
eartache of final defeats to

Kilkenny and Meath in the past two
seasons. She is acutely aware of what
this win means for the older
members of the squad, however, and
also believes it can be a stepping
stone for greater achievements in the
YEArs [0 come,

“The girls definitely deserved this
and I'm so happy for them. Es-
pecially the older ones, who have lost
the couple In the last couple of years.

*“The intermeadiate team is very
voung yet, There are koads of girls
like me and we're all minors. We
have many years ahead hopefully,”
MeCarthy added.

Picture; INPHOLaszlo Gecz

hia Magee of Down during 1

Sacirse McCarthy of Cork In action against Dearb i
Picture: David Fitzgerald/Sports

intermediate final.

Cark goalkeeper Amy Lee celebrates her side’s goal at Croke Park yesterday. Ficture: INFHR/Laszio
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S g through wringer
as Rebels edge out Cats

for two-in-a-row triumph

([HHHETHIRHHIY o I

Laura
i
HEY had been here
belore, bist for thedr
nervous fans that
didnt make it any
easler. The ladies af
Cork and Kilkenny squared up
far thefr third All-Ireland Sen-

ior Caniogie Final in a row and
an almighty, nail-dcing baude
was guaranteed.

By the time the final whistle -

bew, the 21,000 fans in Croke
Park hiad been put through the
wringer, with barely a natl ora
breath beft.

Cork retained the title but.
for the second year, victory
wis theirs by the tightest of
maArghns - just one point,

Thie sides were bevel no fewer
than eight times during the
thrilling match.

The raw emotion of Cork
captaln Aodle Murray was evi-
dent as she lifted the O'Dufly
Cup. But she was here not for
Tamme or sporting glory, but for
the girks and wonien of Cork.

“Ir's immense pride for me to
stand here with some of the
finest women, it's an iImmense
honour for me o stand here
and ! hope we did vou justice,”
Aoile told RTE Sport.

“1 couldnt be prouder of you,
girls. | know we are going to
miake thie most af this. 1 really
am living my  chibdhood
dream”

Wearing 3 red bandanna,
Murray lnoked :viajlﬂn:h thi
rebed as she pasd (rithite Lo the
Cats “for bringing out the best
inus’,

But a8 the Rebels posed for
plsographs and provided the
perfect shot for the morming
papers, with Briege Corkery's
young son sitting in the cup, i
was all st Hetle i mach for the
battleworn  Cats, who  lay
sirewn across the pitch.

For the exuberant Cork fans,
the journcy up o Duldin had
paid off bhandsomely -
although many sabd just being
there 1o support the plyers
was reason enough to make
Lhr:h;llp.mmn oG

Little uggan (2} an
her maother, Carrse Budels, had
travelbed from their home in
Yaughul,

While delighted with the
result, for Carric it was “vital®
to be In Croke Park s0
could sec the women in action

“Easkey is two and she loves
all spori. She watches rughy,
hurling, football. but 1 want
hier 10 see women p1n;|;|ng at
the highest lével so she Gan
seg women 1o look up to-and
knaw iUs possible 1o get thene”

Also up from Youghal were
the O'Brien family - dad Olly
and his son Finn and fowryear
old daughter Tara

=Today Is Tara’s day; said
Ofly. “Itg great for my daugh-
ter ta be al the women's linal,
to see girls al the pinnacle of
sport and she's very excited 10
gee Cork win®

James Mulcahy (7) had wray-
elbed from Midicton to support
his tencler ar  Ballintotis
National School in Castbemar-
tyr. Niamh O'Callaghan,

“I's great that James is get-
ting to see his teacher play”
said his dad Tony.

“But being here today is
about much more. Boys

mien need 1o sup )
sport. Ir's m%;h
for Irish women's sport and ir's
gelting better”

CORK

Group 2
o0g/obfzon8 Cork1-1g Wexford o7 (W)
24/0bf2018 Cork 415 Dublin 23 (W)
o7/o7/2c08 Tipperary 112 Cork 1:27 (W)
14f07/2018 Meath 0-6 Cork 3-21 (W)
22fo7/2n8 Cork 648 Offaly 3-4 (W)

Semi-Final
i8jodj208 Cork o-21 Tipperary 0-g (W)

KILKENNY

Group 1
ogfobf2008 Limericko-11 Kilkenny 218 (W
3ojobf2018 Waterford o-10 Kilkenny 1413 (W
1407/2008 Kilkenny 413 Clare 0-2 (W)
22fo7/2018 Kilkenny 1-17 Galway 0-13 (W)

Semi-Final
18/08/2018 Galway 17 Kilkenny v10 (W)



Cool Cotter calls
checkmate but

rules must change

hank goodness for

ber Sumdays. Even th

the hurling champlonship, in

its new com more if-
ficient form, no longer involves a
September day i:-ut. “EE :}jﬁ have mi.;'i
umn. It"s the plaaacle & Year,
which the women's code thikes over
Croker for the dav and the RTE TV
scivedule while they re at it Yestar-
day, the junior, Intermediate and
senjor tithes were all decided on that
immaculate plaid-striped pitch.

From the off, the senlar match-up

between Cork and Kilkenny was al-
ways going to be something to sa-
vour. Like the Tipp-Kilkenny hurling
finals of 2009-11, ﬂ'-bim tubapt:;ﬂ_
third euting kn an eple trilogy.
what makes mme'gashﬂ 80 fun for
newtrals s the ieonfc rivalry between
Paudie Murravand Ann Downoy. On

tem-

effort, it conld have been a muwch dif-
EE\IﬁEI.t result. Sl !
WETAY WaS &0 immanss in
hier acoeptance 5 — ppotional
bt eompased, bursting with

get you over the line. [t certainly
b=ty & sengational vear for Cork ca-
mogie, winning the double that
eluded them last vear, Remarkable to
think that the immensely talented in-
termedate panel will now Late
ot of the grade and be pushing for
senior places next year, essentially
creating a Bl-woman strong elite
squad in Cork. Their reign could con-
tinue & long while yet.

While this year it was Orla Cotter's
turn to be the hero at the death, the
game's denowement lacked last
yeqr's dramatic punch, when

thee face of it, they're tes: Paw- | Gemma O°Conner and Julia White's
die is all swagger and fighting words, | magnificent points from play gave
while Ann is all deflection and Cork a thrilling victery. This

steely focus, Bul, as Elaine yaar's final was higher scoring

Aylward astutely points out in — 14 t00-13 a5 opposed to last
the commentary box, they're mmm i3 09— Bt the col-
actually very similar — bath ve heart-rate of viewers
parfectionists, both razor- was probably more stable.
sharp hurling brains, both Referse Eamon Cassidy had
tireless in their preparation. o hnge bearing on the pace of
Both dressing rooms are the game, with his tendency
clearly inepiring places to be, to award frees rather

In the end, the final was than play the advan-
nearly a carbon copy of last tage rule. Anne Marie
yoar's thght, dogged, point- Hayes in the com-
for-point nffair. Last year’s mentary box spokie
attedance mhlllgmhjmeﬁt ihclillnmn'ﬂfus
CVEE Al 204381 Year : wWhean L 81
shaded it with 21,453, Last plained about the
year's game was the first lack of flow in the

h 55 final ainmw.

vear repeated that
tough et ot o Aot Eimear
wore it ar

Murrays tool head and
quick reactions in the 52md H,-a“
‘minute, saving both a
kicked and handpassed
Albireland intermediate final

Collins helps drive Cork to

e ““The maich is a small bit
i, she obeerved at 43 minutes.
With about 10 minutes to po, shoe
added: “We coutld do with a goal,
Marty, just to liven it up.”

There was a sanse of the game as
chess mateh: twas rivals whao knew
each other inslde out, and it wis just
g mattor of who would blink first.

A combination of defensive
sef-ups, the wind, and
the refs tight hold on the game
meant that the viewer came
feeling that wo never got to see
full extent of what these players can
do. Indeed, for Orla Cotler’s last
mateh-winning free, which she won
herself, you coubd tell she didn’t
eypect 1o win it when she went to
graumnid, she gat up again guickly and
plavied thi ball on.

Her resulting nerves-of-steel con-
version was incredible o waich, bt
it’s frustrating when a ref doesn’t
allow a game to Qow freely — es-
pecially whon the players are clearly
ready, willing and able for a teugh

physical challenge.

As tight as the game was, you al-
wikys sensed that hal mvore in
the tank — more reserves o draw
UM, MOre exXpericnes, maoare options
up front. They have a knack for fin-
ishing strong, having eked ont Last
year's win and having whittled dowm
Kilkennw's ten-point lead in this
year's lea final te just the mini-
mums. And thelr forwards give con-
sistent value, from Katrina Mackey's
hardworking point in the 23rd min-
ute, recycled cut the field by Linda
Collins, to Orta Cronin's two
stunners from play just before half-
time, to Amy 0" Connor’s 56th-min-
ute equaliser, which turned the game
in Cork's favour.

Hilkenny's defensive seiup ment
that often thelr only option was 1o
run it the Cork defence and hope to
draw a free, They hit plenty of high

Hannah Looney celebrates with the 0°Duffy Cup after Cork's victory in the Liberty

Insurance All-Ireland Senior Camogie final at Croke Park,

ball down on of the industriows
Katle Power at forward, a
aften Here waz no one Funning off
har for tho break, Thelir overreliance
on their two towering players — on
Ann Dalton's distribution from
centre-back and Denise Gaule's
shooting up front — meant that they
had fewer options bo deaw on whn
the game was in its decisive stages,

At the zame time, Kilkenny de-
serve credit for the ferocions press-
ure they pul on Cork’s marguee
players. Ashling Thompson mace &
vital intercepfion in the dying .
ments to et out 8 Kilkenny attack.
Bt 1t had sdherwise been an unchar-
acteristically quiet aftermoon for her.
That Cork weathered the storem of
Kilkenny's physicality shows what
deserving champions they are.

The entertaining intermediate
final, which saw a brilliant voung
Cork team end yenrs of hurt, had one

bitter note: ihe sending off of Down's
Sara-Loulise Carr in the 481h minute.

| AlHreland premier junior final

endintermediate torment

onptrmmemremme s that their comeback thar day  riod at this juncture and
Cork FI3 .4 been propelled by Carr's  moved three points clear, with
e o relocation to ceatre-back. two points from Mallon, who
Down H She was unable to infllusnce  was alsa invalved in the move
Tremmmmmmonmmmmsmmmmmrnet proceedings from the edge of  for Paula Gribben's score.
the square on this occasion ei- J

Caitriona Collins scored agoal  ther, and Down definitely  Thingof beauty

and six points while minorstar - missed her commanding pres-  Mallon's point off her left from
Sacirse McCarthy added four ence in the middle of the 60 metres in particular was a
from play as Cork put theago-  half-back line. Theybegancon-  thing of beauty, and Down

oy of pwo copsecutive defeats
at the lazt hardle behind them
to become Liberty Insurance

fidently however, points from
Sarz-Louie Carr and Sands

were Mying. They didn’t score
for the second quarter and

_ Cork went in leading by 0-7 to

All-Ireland Intermedinte e 05, Collins slotting three
Camogie champlons, peints to bring the weams level
The Rebels had 1o stave olfa before Caroline Surge and Me-
wonderful effort by Down, Carthy also found the rarget.
who were in contention right Mallon and Sands quickly re-
1o the end, the magnificent stored parity within five min-
Niamh Mallon and Saoirse utes of the restart but it was all
Sands leading the way. N ... Corkfrom there, Paudie Mur-
Onee Collins found the net ray's crew leading by three
in the $0th minute however to fetting them on their way. when Colling rocketed the net,
put six points between the  MeCarthy, whe along with It was a fantastic finish at
teams, it wasan uphillstruggle  Laura Hayes and substitute the end of a move that had its

for Martina Rooney's crew,
Their caose wasn't helped
though by the harsh sending
off of Sara-Lovise Carr 10 min-
uies later, the reasan for the
Clonduff attacker's second yel-
bow ¢ard ot obvlows from the
standds at least, or 1o the player
herzelf whowas distraught.
Theat didn't affect the result
however but scuppered any
hopes Down had of making it
back. They started the game
with skipper Fionnuala Carr at
full-forward, which was sor-

given that the tactic
EH faibied in the semi-final and

Clionn Healy, was winning her
second All-Tretand medal ina
few maonths havingenjoyed un-
der-18 glory, got a chance to
ghow her pace and the subse-
quent player of the match had
the teams level in the blink of
an eye witha wonderful brace.

Down enjoved their best pe-

penesis in a stunning fetch by
Siobhin Hutchinson. Finols
Meville drew the cover belore
timing her pass W perfection,
keaving Colling vo do the rest,

Down couldn't threnten
Amy Lee’s goal and Cork were
linn:ﬂlr able to end their inper-
msedinte lorment.
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Picture: Piasas O Midheach

Her second yellow was harsh to sy
the least; having collected the bull
with her back to I, she tnrned to
move, and immediately colllded with
i Cork defender. Carr's acthms were
deemed 1o be “charging™ by referes
John Darmody and she was sont fo
the line. In the closing moments of
thiz senbor game, Kilkenny's Daving
Tobin was unlucky to be booked for a
similai incident, If ihe charging rule
continues o be enforced s pnd-
tively, will attacking plavers simply
stop trying to break the tackle?

[ il long rum, the rolebook s
somcthing fhat the Camogie Assoc-
ation will have to loek at. The fct
thai shoulder-to-shoulder contict 15
still technically prohibited shows the
need for an wpdate, Jostling is an in-
ewitabbe part of the sport — whether
the playvers ane mnbe or female,

1112 o sentor, clubor interconnty.
Please don™t ask our female eI
to hobd back when all they want to'do

! i drive on.,

Bugler’'s early goal proves

crucial in Dublin victory

publin M2
55t A ge
Aoife Bugler's 15th minute goal

was the erucial score as Dub-
lin'scamaoghe revolution contin-
ved with victory in the Liberty
Insurance All-reland premeer
junior camoghe final. .

It was redemption for the vie-
tors after losing last years de-
cider but alihough the margin
was emphaticand the pain ofde-
feat will linger, this is only the
beginning for the Kingdom,
their first appearance at Croke
Park coming less than a decade
after the Inauguration of a coun:
Iy team.

This day was about the Dubs
though. Bugler was just onc of
an impressive atacking cast in
which player of the match
Caragh Dawson, Lavise Quinn

and the speedy Caragh Dawson
shone, while at the other end of
thepitch, the redoubiable Der-
drie Johnstone led an unyicld-
ing defensive clfort,

Bugler, whowas premier jun-
jor player of the year kst sca-
son, suffered a cruciate knee lig-
ament injury shortly after the fi-
nnd and only returned for Dub-
lin's semi-final win over Offaly
kast month, in which she scored
agoal and three poinis.

She matched that tally on

| thizoceasion but this was an cx-

gellent team display, Shanme
Plowman had his team setup o
leave considerable space in
front of his front three, and
thenit was about the supply.
They were well drilled inthis
regard and Bugler's goal was a
product of i, Quinn dnlling a
bow ball in frong of her that she

m Dublin's Acile
Bugler; her 15th
minute goal was
the erucial
seare an the
road o viciory
gathered neatly, befare turning
Miamh Leen and firing high to
the far corner. She almost had
another from the next anack
but Leen got back well to deny
her and indeed, held her ownin
a brilliant individual ducl,

Pointedfrees

Patrice Diggin seuled Kerry
with a couple of pointed frees
bt Aofbhe Dilkon did likewise
at the otler end, showing good
composure in doing so having
missed two carly opportunities.

DLPEL P
Ol S
ineesil
S B =03

03], C Durmrsons D1,

But Publin had more irepower
and added three points from
play. the highlight of which was
a splendid score by Bugler.
[ublin bed by §-6 100-2 ac the
break and though Kerry were
much improved i the second
half - Laura Collins"s point af-
per sibdime stickwork rom Jos-
sica Fitzell offered a glimpse of
their eapabilities — they never
loaked like petting the goal they
necded to pet backinto procesd-
ngs.
“EEugIt.-r pook over the frectak-
ing duties 1o good cffect when
[Fillon was substituted and the

_ gapremained comfortable.

Kerry boss Stephien Goggen
tood the opportunity to give as
manyof his players as possiblea
taste of headguarters on final
day, in the hope it might stand
£ it in thee long term.

Plowman did the same and
got skipper Emer Keenan on in
the dying seconds, having bien
sidelined by o cruciate ligament
injury suffered four months

Within minietes, Keenan was
Hifting the trophy namsed in hon-
our of Dublin's greatest player
Kay Mille.
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Aoife Dooley - Fahary
Wedical Labierytery Tachsitian
Formand

it Leagus tithe

Anibhe Dillen - Maomh Mearnbg
Suwdent

Fornsd
Mal League il

dgile Bugler -

51, Oliver Phasketts Eoghan Ruadh
Teacher

Ferward

Mt Lesgee tele, Soaring Stars Mward, Plagerd
Plarger oo thae Year

Boife Walsh - Nageh Jude
Siudar
Foewand

LTS ] l.;p,rur 1,

Aithling Spillane - Seeiries Harps
Caenetic Techaologist

Coalopper

Al-ieetund junior C'ship bitke, 2 Mg league
bitkes, Lesmvidir LG Chifan bl

Caoimbe Mi Mhaolagiin -

5t Civer: Plunkelts Eoghan Ruadh
Scuden

Deleruder

it lagus Gthe, Liatsier Wi £ thep bilde

Caragh Dawson « Naomi jude
Studart

Forwind
il League 1,

Emma O'Flynn « Lucan Sarshields
Ctwdent

Cilorudps
Mal League L, Leiasier Munae Shopld cile

E'rEIﬁI'I'I- THI-Min « Maomb Ussionn
Pedenl

Frontmgusdl
Lesraber Menar Shatld nals

Grdanne Free - Na Fianna

Tenghae

Defendes

K-belnd fansr Cship Hithe, Mat leages 18k

Grdinne Power - Nsarh Mearndg
Nirse

Ltagield

His Leagur 18e.

Hannah O'Dea - Cuala
Student

Widfiald

Lewtgier Un Bile.

Kathryn Kandounia - Msamb Wssionn
Head of Operations ai Fagebook
Captieeper

Lagise Quinn -
5t. Dirver Plunkeiis Eoghan Ruadh
Budent

Forwan]
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Cork’s secretis

BE A KNG POINT

that they care
more than

anyoneelse

Single-point victory showcased Rebelettes’
unrivalled ability to stay calm under pressure

LL the single-podni
viciory  ladies  put
thize hands wp. Cork’s
i AL MaAngin win
over Kilkenny makes
them the first team
in camogie history (o
capture successive All-Ireland finals
by one poinl.

It's an unprecedented achievement
but not an entirely unexpected one,
The single point All-Treland final win
wis the signature triumph of the
Cork ladies fooiball team which man-
aged five bebween 2006 and 2015,

Something in the Rebelette payche
relishes such denouements. When
the sides entered the closing stages
neck and neck vesterday, the writing
was on the wall for the women from
Kilkenny,

The Cork foothall team's achieve-
ments have ended o overshadow
those of their camogie colleagues.

But this victory is the fourth in five
years for the latter, something only
four ather sides have manamed in
the past half-cemury. They possessa
sangfroid, a ruthlessness and an abil
ity to deliver under pressure which
makes them remarkable.

Cork are a great team but this was
far [rom a great final, Both teams
were hampened by the fussy perfor-
mance of Derry releree Eamon Cas.
sidy.

Cassidy's Whisile Concerio in CP
mieant the game langely eded in
fits and starts, The mi[ﬁsl of phiys-
ical challenges brought a [ree, the
advantage rule was rarely used and
both sides looked frustrated by the
jarred rhythm of the game.

Yet, crucially, it was Kilkenny whiy
sullered most at Cassidys hands.
The early penalty he awarded to
Cork was dubious and two yellow
cards imposed on Kilkenmy players

not much less 50, More questionable
still were the two [rees which vielded
Cork’s linal scores,

When Davina Tobin was penalised
for charging two minutes from time
the free could have gone the other
way or not been awarded at all. Chioe
Sigerson converted it superbly but
you felt this would be a very unsatis-
factory way to decide an All-Treland
final. Denise Gaule equalised but,

Their cup runneth over

S i 'a
1]

A

Five-menth-oid Tadhg Scannell, son of Cork star Briege Corkery,

yesterday, Corkery, who had retired from playing, made a
on the field yesterday as her team-mates saw off Kilkenny

L -

t‘-“.‘#;
| \g

dramat

is bess thani at the county's victory
icand &minthpﬂmltﬂngm thampionship and played in the s
0-14 to 0-13 to retain their title. SEE: Monday Spon

EAMONN
SWEENEY

a8 the game moved into injuny-time,
there was furtler controversy.

Cassidy indicated that Orla Cotter
had been tripped on the right wing
though the Cork forward seemad 1o
skip as she sought to elude defenders.
Kilkenny manager Ann Downey was
incensed. Covter got up and scored
the match-winming free,

Had such a bordertine call decided
a men's game of similar importance

o
- N

i the Al-ireland Senlor (a e Chamgphons
v e erni-final, though shi was not

wie'd lve been in booinge ref jostling
and garda escort werritory, Camogic
i to civilised for that but the con-
roversial decisions are sure to hawnt
Kilkenny. Its not been the best of
weekends for male officials in wom-
cn's sport,

Y you can't say e Derry macs
tro cost Kilkenny the game, Encugh
time remairied for Cliire Phelan 1o
shoot wide when she might have

hip final at Croke Park

Picture: INPHE0/James Cromble



Bloodied but unbowed -

Murray in seventh heaven

Cork reaction

John Fogarty

Paudie Murray admits he s
tempted to stay on as Cork
sonior mangger with the pim
of gubding them fo a third con-
secutive title in 2008,

Murray decided earlier this
year that thiz, his sovenih sea-
son, would be his last but he
might be persuaded to remain
on if experionced players like
hiz sister Ankfe, Orla Cotter
and Gemma O'Connor make
themselves available again.,

After gubding the intermedi- - &

ates to All-lreland g]nrg o,
he said: =“1'd kinda made up
iy o mind eariler this year
that this was it but from the
players’ point of view, every
player wants to be considered
a great player and every
team... to de that you need
thres-ir-a-1ow.

4 ot will depend on Aoife,
Gemma and Orla Colter,
whether they stay around but
it's something that hasn’t
been done by this team. IT
those thiee players want to bo
consbdered among the groats
of the gamae that's important
for them. I"m seven years
there now, four or five deallng
with two teams 5o it 5 casy
as I have a job as well so it's
very difficult. Camoegle’s gonie
much similar to hurling
and foothall now, the level ol
hours that go inte it is
frightening at this stage,
voun're just flai ond.

*HWiall Collins (performanco
analyzt)y spends 14 hours
breaking a game down —
ghatll tell you the time tht’s
going into it

o'} git back and chill out for
a few weeks and make up nmy
own mind. 111 certainly be in-
volved In a team next year, |
arm ambitions o I'd 1ike to do
samvething else, you know,"

Murray, who cut his eye
against a camera in the cel-
ohrations at the final whistbe,
didn't gee the winning free
awarded to Orla Cotfer,

On the subject of the refer-
peing, he reiternted his view
that the game has to change.

“Look it, we can all talk
about the refereeing of camo-
gie and does it need to be -

BLOOD AND BANDAGE: Cark manager Paudie Murray has a wound dressied by Cork condit

an aceidental collision with a cameraman following the final whisthe in Croke Park yesterday.

dicd up? Yos, it does. v said
that & number of thmes.

“I think the way the rules
are at the moment makes i
impossible for a referes to ref-
eree the game. Eamon Casskdy
is ?r-ulnhh' one of thi top two
referees in the country but
there §s so much in relation to
the contact aren, what is a
froe, what isn't a firee, that its

next to impossible [to judge]. 1T
a player charges with a
shoulder, It's just impossible, T
don't think it's going to
change o0 easy.

=1 think they have to — and
I've sald it before — that the
rules have to change and go
pvore towards the hurding and
lot contact be there.

“1 cortainly would think

that the majority of players [
have spoken 1o would be in fa-
vour of that and 1 think then
you woitld have more of a flow
to vour game. We sit down
with our players and talk to
them about what they should
and should not be doing and
we ey to trakn for it but it's
et to impossible.”

Cork and Kilkenny have

coach Liam 0 Reilly, after
Pictise: InpheyTommey Dickson

pushed beyond the bound-
aries of carmogbe and that fact
needs fo be reflected, says

Humﬁ.
o1 think both counties
should be congratulated for
that. I came into the camogle
not to continue it the way it
was: 1 came in to train the
gﬂm lke the hurlers and the
thallers in our county and

take
Twitter to
castigate

referee

Former Kilkanny hurling
=lars Eoin Larkin and Richig
Power wera among he
Twittar pundits unn;pﬂ
with 1he perlormante’ ‘
ared Eamon Casaidy.

H Linda Mellerigk?
larick

Minor intermediaie. and
saqior tithes for l‘.}mll:il b ab-
molutaly appalling refar-
&8l gﬂﬁiﬂnlﬂfmnﬂlu.
';1‘:“ ng really fed up with

M Eoin Larkin 11larky

From corks penalty io
Katia powors cand o
kks penafty call to the last
fro@. Thene wis any smount
of decisions., but that wan'l
make kks dizappointmant
any easier

B Richis Pawar

@E:vﬂ_nﬂil
2 1mams o put N 1hal
much efart all i and i

hitwes Thal on all firaal
day is 80 wrong it's not
worth talking about.

B Conor.mortimer

@Conmort
| would be livid i | was

from Kaispnimy.

| Mark Poland?
fpatiel

Commaon sense has |!l:|t
disappared from all rofer-
B,

B Seoirse Bulflin?
@SeolraeBuliin

I"ve never baan mora
{hankiul for @olliciakgan red-
arae's than | have after
watch tFeat fired 40 min-
utes of i wit-

gin final #Camogie

wi pride ourselves on that. We
want to be the best p red
pearm and that's the way things
are going at the mement and
Kilkenny would be the same
way. Girls are fitter, they're
stronger, thelr skill levels
are better, they're being pre-
pared better from a mental
and a tactical point of view so
you krow...~

Downey. We cam

John Fogarty
Croke Park

Mo amount of complainin
will change the resiilt, but Kil-
kenny manager, Ann Downey,
said Eamon Cassldy's refer-
owing was harsh on hor team.
Downey was Hvid when Cos-
sidy signalled a late free to
Orla Cotfer and belleves that it
was not an infringement, hav-
ing watchod It again in the
dressing room.

Downey said: " Without

e out the

criticizing Eamon, definitely,
Orls was already falling. Our
avers were around her, but
yadn't tonehed her. 1 thought
it was a harsh enough firee, a8
vou saw from my reaction on
the line. I theught the free
against Davina{Tobin), as
well, there was bwo hard calls
on ks,

“Eamon will have to loak at
his own performance and
judge himaelf. 'm not golng to
give out about him,

=1t = what it is, It"s not going
to b mbde to change the resilt;
wne v Do e albie to take it on
1he chin and mowe on,”™

wrong side of a lot of calls

She continued: “Well, 1t's
dizappointing and devastating
for thi girks. We've trained so
hard, a% hard as Cork did for
the last number of months, to
pome ont on the wrong side,
for the second year in-a-row,
by one point and for what 1
would consider two bad dec-
sions, but, again, it's not all
dawn to the referes. It is what

i

“Baybe the Camogie (As-
sociation) might have i loosk at
it and decide that, mayhbe,
they'll get in James MoGrath,
o that he's froe!

“He might do a coaching

course, or something, with the
poferses, 1 don't know. 1 don't
know what the answer is, but 1
think, maybe, we're just too
girict on the whole physical

thing and mavbe too many
soft gaaamawardnd

=tamething will have to
happen, because it §s & coniact
sport and physical game. A
fiew times, he had his hapd wp
for advantage and no advan-
tapge accrued to us and nothing
carme of it. That was a bit itl=s-
appointing, as well.

“It's gither an advantage or
it isn"t and it"s up to the rei-
pree tocall it back and give the

fres, if nothing has come: That
happened o us two or throee
tmes in the second-half™,
Going back to the penalty
against Dendsa Ganle, Kilken-
ny had reasons ko lament their
fortune. =1 thought that (was
harsh), to be guite honest
Again, we looked back on it
and I think it was Colatte
(Dormer) got a-flick of the ball
and she never touched the
player. But theése things
happen: a referee, ke the

players, 1 not going to gel
everything right. 1 &ﬂlﬂlﬂ.
maybe, we came out the
wrong side of a bot of ealls.”



Cork camogie heroes

Young fans celebrating after Cork's double win at Croke Park yesterday. Linda Collins and Laura Treacy celebrate the win over the Cats.

b g~ B -, |

. Murray 0'Duffy ntermediate Harrington lifts the Jack McGrath Cu ina day of deuble camogie delight for Cork in Croke Park rmmarﬂmrmu
ﬁrwﬂm ﬂﬂ"m MWUI:LW and hﬂ'“::‘u-rm refax with the 0'Duffy Cup ll’l:::[gﬂ]m Camegie Championship Final. Picture: Piaras O Midheach/Spartsfile



Heroes’ welcome
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Murray: Emot

John Fogarty

Her Cork fufure iz something
she will decide another day
burt captain Aoife Murray was
happy if emetional to reveal a
key motivating factor for her
on Sunday.

Sporting tape around her
wrizt with the initials 5.A
along with those of her mother
and father. she divalped it wasz
in honour of her late friend
Sally Anne Shannon who
passed away following a car
accident near Macroom al-
moat 19 vears ago. Shannon
was a Clonghduy club-mate of
Murray and her memory has
:J.-l:v:mnpnnlad Murray in every

"T alwat:.i put her on my
wristhband. It just keeps her
poing, Sorey, I'm getting cmo-
tional talking ataait her, But it
just reminds me, sometimes in
the heat of battle you can lose
the: head and [ look down to it,
she alwavs mabe me luogh for
thie 17 yvears that she was allwe,
She always made me laugh be-
cause ghe did somethin

pid or sald the wrong thing at
the extremedy right time,

It just reminds me fo look
idown at her and Kind of bring
A bit of reality to the siteation,
and 1 abways semile when | see

it. Unfortunately, she passed

at a very young age but we all
made a promiza that we'd keep
her going. She would certainly
hl:w hean Inhthe lhuiln::}t: af
things bodkay, she woold have
been keeping the celebrations
going.”

Emotions were bound to
run high on Sunday as Mur-
ray was first to walk up the fa-
mus Hogan Stand steps. That
there were a few glitches in
her acceptance speech was
perfectly understandable.

“1 den’t Enow what hit me
up the steps but | staried
ng erving. I was like

“Jeez, pull this together,
] t af this nJl your
, don't mess it 1.1,11 "Then a

mu]ﬂg of t stunk
n:;nne of
wm:—laﬂng the Internwdh

Liodlipy o Lo ey
o il

Famiy i [Fpe

s i By, 68 L 1y 1 g
P, S0 e P oS
Ldimery v el
okl

fons ran high

{uihiu_:mwghe captain Aoife Murray with the Al- thndtrnphrlt Ilﬂrﬂght's homecaming at the South Mall , Cork,

ates. It is better to just keep
talking becausae there were-a
few moments when 1 just took
a breath and [ was looking
around golng ‘Jeez, iz this
reality or is this Friday night
and I'm dreaming of it? So
yeah [t's a moment that prob-
ably comes and goes too
quickly but I'm sure there are
enough photographs there to
remind me of it."”
G:\re-n. Murray worried last
tﬂ&ar ‘s success might be her

t final she had every reason
o let the significance of the
one-point win over Kilkenny
wash aver her. “I"ve been

carrying an injury with my
knes for the lact two vears and

jekon CidFer of Lot bmadanor
spienty k Cormp Dol ol
Gy o Wrtreked
ik o el

pilgget Bepdiorah of LipT) b ame
sreaesy 1 Oy Comser o
Cork y Toppsvady
oy o el

I Knew that when [ went to
aantry that it was going to bea
big guestion of whether [ can
do it again or not.

“When the captaincy came
about, ook it’s something I al-
ways dreamed about as a Kid
and I think anybody who says
they didn't are completely
I¥ing to you. S0 when that op-
portunity came about 1 sabd I'd
always have a “what if" if
don’t go and do it. Okay, the

four or five months wera
extremely difficult, the knee
Just mever seemed to settle
W,

“] suppose | was very lucky
with the likes of Eanna Falvey
and Ray Moran and all those

bl ] S of Liea g vt i cp
porserdy do T Deane ol
Tupperiity o Wenfprd
jok 34l

Sardn Bretl of Libanty betsiansn
sappnty bz Boni B ol
C¥ady o Topparin
Ty Bl

guys in Saniry that they
persevered and stopped me
from blowing up on the field
on different occasions. Yeah,
s been a mad 12 months, it's
amazing what can happen in
12 months and izn't that the
benuty of sport.

1 beft Croke Park last year
probably saving | might never
get the chance to do that
again. As we snid In the dress.
ing-room we arg extremely
fortunate to get the opportun-
ity 1o live this life.”

Murray took the chanee in
her address to aim back at
thoze wha had eriticlsed her
brother and manager Paudie
earlier in the year. Murray

iberty Ensisrance Alklrs

Cam 'u x ﬁlmphlhlpl

Eios Lpempn gl Libavey irs cigrae
prrred i il Qlasty iof
Ly v G Wiy
rropend

Bmwrdire Adur & LobutiTy Flasisure
pretants 15 b g of
ol i Teppaiaty
(1 50§10 ]

Jekors nd¥ey ol Libmarty Imny seasit
preariy i Ol O Doyt &

hacl a public row with UCC
boss Shane Bonayne about
Eia}'er availability while he

as also suffered some stick
for the style Cork were play-

ng.

1 think ﬂl-il.r-lilg:ﬂmtﬂl are al-
ways criticised. If _mu v kac-
tics these days, ]'.iu-:lﬁl le always

ive ot | know with Pandie at

2 siart of the year there was
a few Iittle dual clashes and
therg were people on Twitter
having a go off of Paudie and |
think he answered all thoso.

“He places a kot of demands
on ns but only because he
kmvows we can do i, 15 he didn
maybe we wouldn'i have had
the bit of stee] t0 Zot 08 over

T e o Banriced
o of radl

Picture; Michael Mac Sweeene/Providion

the line. We all had to be s0l-
diers out there, we'd all love to
be artists bot sometimes sa6l-
diers get you over the line,

“I don't know too many de-
fengive teams thad can put up
4-27, O 3-2% or whatover wo
‘EI:I:I':I'I."I.'] I dlom't think defensive
teams have 15 scorers on one
particular day, So how could
we be defensive if we've been
completely offensive? We've
been conceding more Decanse
wi'vie been extoemaely altack-
ing. We weren't going to e
allowwed to el that today.

“We'd love 1o have a shuat
aut, woubdn't that be just bril-
liant. But vou have to play
what's In front of you.™

Gt e, & et o Lot p Bpararre
rrigehy da hong Fined of
¥ilpraty v by

et sl



IN THE 60th minute of Sunday’s All-
{reland eamople final, ' Orla Cotter
Pdnhud up a -ball on the sideling just in

front of the Hopan Stand,

Cotior st inside Claire Fhelan
bl was bat wp and ivled 1o kick the
hall away.

The ball went loose bot whon Cotter
plcked it wp again, she iried (o go past
Julie Ann Malone before ending wp on
the grounid

When the peferse Eamon Cassid
awarded the free, the Rilkenny bn
went ballistic.

Ann Downey, the Rilkenny man-
agor, reade her feelings known Lo Cas-
sidy. Paddy Mullally, the trainer, made
Tei% way on to the pitch to remonsirais
with the referee. "

Cotter still had to slot a difficult free

jbut, omce she did, the game was effec-
tively wp for Rilkenny.

The vanquished alwnys have regroets
after a one-polnt defeat bt the refer,

yeeing was an Issue throughout the
match.

Cork were avardesl an early penaly
for what looked o really harshcall.

=1 fekt there wat no free there,"” sid
Rena Buckley in her half-time analy-

sis,

whont’id e delighted with your own
defonder if they did something like
that,”

et in the second half, Kilkenny lad
a clear penalty turned down after
Anna Farrell had her hurley pulled
oui of her hand.

Casshdy may have been playing the
advaninge because Farpell's kicked ef-
Fort was saved by Aoife Muorray, befora
Murray also savesd the follow up shot.

Yot Kilkenny still had cause for
ErHvANCE

“Given the ealls that the referee
made all day on the frees, | conbdn't see
why that one wasn't given,” said forme-
er Kilkenny plaver Elaine Aylward
afterwards.

“It was definitely a penalty and it
would have been a hugpe turming point.

“We knew the game would be de-
clded by amall margins but 1 don't
think it should be by referesing mar-
Fins.”

Throughout her co-commentary,
Anne-Marie Haves bemoaned the in-
consistency of referceing.

“Tt's vory frusteating.” sald Hayes,
ihe former Gabway plveer, ooy throe dif-
ferent ocnsions,

At half time, Ursula Jacob, the Wex-
ford playor, sakd that Cassidy was too
“faasy” and that some of his declslons
ware “silly”,

She also sakd afterwards that the late
free was dubboas.

“Tt was i very tight call,” sadd Jocod,

“J was a plty that the game came
down to a free. 1t was an incredible

(aeore but [don't think it was a free.”

Cork fully doserved to win.

Eillkenny sat up viry defensively but
‘thay atill managed to have the only

sthree goal chances in the gunie,

Kilkenny had more shots (26-21) but
Cork were more composed and more
coonamical

Any eiscussion abaut the referee or
{the late free s not to detract from

Cork's Orla Cotter scores the winning point, from a free, during the Liberty Insurance

Croke Park in Dublin on Sunday.

.

Cork’s win because it iz part of a wider
dbscussion that camogie needs to have

Ower the B0 minutes, there were 35
frees pwarded, which is the average
now in ciamoghe,

Much of that is bound up in the
rules, the inconsistency of thelr appli-
cation, and the Inconsistent standard
of referecing.

“The reforees vary too mich hutﬂ:g
refereeing is absolutely appalling,
gaid Linda Mellerick in an interview
Last westh.

=You offen can't Blame the referce
becanse the rules are appalling. I'm at
games and you have 45 or more frees.

“We are north of 35 frees in nearly
every gamae, It changes a little come
All-Ireland final day bat the games
dont flow enotgh.” =

The camogle rulebook §s different to
hurling. Shouldering and “moving
into an opponent’s body™ are not
allowed, which makes it very difficult
for referees (o judge what s a foul and
wiat i

Cork's Orla Cotter celebrates with Hannah Looney after winning the Liberty Insurance All
Ireland Senior Camogie Championship final at Croke Pack

Picture:INPHO/Laszlo Geczo

During the recent documentary The
(feme, some of the slow-motion Gume-
ra shots of camogle matches showed
how physical and hard-hitting the
gamd has hecome, :

That was inevitabbe in an increased
strength and conditioning and fitness
culture but camogie almost appears
canght in a bind because of that cul-
ki,

“Tha rules are too stringent becanss
they are trying to keep mmtlrliienj'cm!r
?mcl-;Md non-contact sport,” said Mel-

erick.

“If m player is soloing with the ball
andvou flkck it off the hurey, it's afan-
tastic skill, But up to 60% of referess in
camogie Waw for that.

“It"s wery frustrating. Some rule
changes have been up for debate at
Congress but they've been turned

chwTi,

“This might seem abrupt but 1
wonder if we have dinosiurs '-'_tﬂiltﬂ"
Bame prles just have to change.

pMellerick said she would allow

Al-Ireland Seniar Camogie Championship final at

Ficture: Piaras O Midbeach/Sportsfile

“shouldering”, and “contact in the
taxckle once it's not dangerous.

After Sunday’s game, Dowmney called
for similar changes, “Something will
have to kappen because it is & contact
sport and phiysical game,” she said.

Paudie Murray also believes those
chanpes are fior the gamse.

“I think the way the rules are a the
moument nﬂkﬁlﬂlmmﬁ;&%mgfdu ref-
aree to referes the game.™ he Sai,

“Famon Cassidy is probabiy one of
thr:inr two referess in the coantry buat
there i 8o much in relation to the con-
{act area — whit is & fpes? Wha.lisn"lﬂ
freet 1t's next to tmpoasible (to udge).

Cotter's lnte free was a case in potnt.

“I'wg had a look at 1t in the dressing
poam with our siats o, with-
out eriticising BEamon, definitely Orla
was already g.” said Doamey,

“Omar pla were amcund ber but
hadn't ad her.”

The ﬁ-ei‘fruainsrlncunslmncr is
doing the game o favours.

- After the game on Sunday, Meller-
ick tweeted: ‘absolutely thrilled,
Minor, Intermediate and senbor titles
for Cork but absolutely appalling ref-
ere¢ing @0MicialCamogie, Getting
really fed op with this”,

lth::ueid* hns always had the bigger

e in-midimd,

: When Cork won the 1983 All-Ireland
firinl st Kilkenny, she was nfer-
ﬂ'nm?ilg TV by Marty Morrissey
afte 4

Mellerick was ecsiatic 1!'115’;" TIJ;ELLE
heating Kilkenny in an All-Irelan
ﬁnal:h-flnm;-wusﬂlihnaungﬂlhat

bigger picture,
%:ﬁqﬁ& cannof bé a non-contact
gpart,” she .
S we want to promols camogie,
have to let the game fiow,"
ork are All-Ireland champions
again after beating Kilkenny but 23
vears of from Mellerick’s comments,
those words have never rn.'r:j IrueEr.
O louder for the game of camogie.



2 - It's a special

IT DD not st easily with a lot of GAA
fans in this county that a heavy cham-
plonship meumme in both codes
clashed with the All-Ireland camogle
fimal in Croke Park last Sunday.

Cork County Hoard Chalrpersoen
Tracey Kennedy explained last weok
why this had to be so becanse of the
condensad clob season.

Fair enough, bt it was stlll o pity
that s0 many people did not get the op-
portunity to watch these wonderiul
girls retaining their title and continue
bo bring so much honoor and glory to
the coumiy.

In any sporting oode, a collizsion be-
tween Cork and Kilkenny evokes huge
interest and, given the rivalry that has
heen bulkt up by these two counties in
recent vears, the edge iz always in-
tensely culting.

There isn't & puck of a ball betwean
them, there wasn't last year either
and, In a1 probability] there won't be
eliher next season.

And bir cortain sure that Kilkenny
will move heaven and earth to try and
deny this cent Cork team a hat-
irick of All-Ireland titles.

When it's Cork and Kilkenny there
iz naver any sorrow in the winner's
campfor the other and, in fact, the one-
point win makes it all the sweater,

At all levels of the game down
throwugh the years we, here on Leezide,
have: sufTered groat pain af thelr handds
and it has bean a simitar tale on No-
reside.

The final at headgoarters last Sun-
dlay was no classie, the bulk of the
segres from bolh shdis carme from the
placed ball bt that should not dilute
the victory.

The emphasis on tactics is mow Key,
juat as if s in harling and far more in
foothall,

Most of the excilement was con-
dansad inte the final. nerve-janghing
E}il:utﬁ when everything vas on the

There was far more at stake in those
final sequences than there has been for
many a long time, Kilkenny seeking
desperately to atone for last season's
heartbreak and Cork holding on to
thelr one-point advantage as injury
time sepmid to go on forever.

Injury-time i5 becoming a bone of
contontion imevery hucling gume now,
we have had games when five, 5ix and
seven minutes are added on and it's
difficult to understand where those
mintes cama from,

Cork held their nerve, in the end, bo
manufacture maybe a win that was
sweater than last season.

On both occazions, there was a
mateh-winning horo, st season |t was
Danglas gird Julia White, this time i
was Orla Cotter from 8§t Catherine’s.

Cotter's marksmanship was crucial
and in the white heat of ke Park on
All-Treland final day that was some
match-winning palat that secured the
victory.

She might have been the scoring
hero at the end but there wera Cork he-
roes strew across the great theatre on
Sumdiny.

And none more 20 that than that age-
less wonder between the sticks, Aoife
Murray from Cloughdoe:

For so long now she has been an in-
spirational presence between those
two long sticks and it was only right
and fitting that she was first up those
famous Hogan Stand steps to receive
the O°'Dnify Cup. A Just reward for a
wonderfil servant.

How long more she will remain
Cork's last line of defence remains to
be aeen bast i she decbded to slen off on
this. winnlng nobe there would b no
iissenting vaoboes,

Having her brotber Pandie as team
hoss pidiled 20 mnch lnstre to the ooca-
sion and it conld e sakd that this was a
Murray day out in Croke Park with
two more of her brothers, Kevin and
Plamisnpiaying key roles as wall.

e e

Cork keeper, Aotfe Murray™s brothers, from left, Iurg.islin.'s manager Damian, coach Kevin and manager Paedie Murray lift the cup follow-
ing the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship final against Kilkenny at Croke Park in Dublin.

Cork manager Paudie Murray is treated
in the immediate celebrations at the fi

It protably does not happen too
often these days but can you ine
what the conversation s about arcund
ihe breakfast table n that household.

But it"s nevor alsout one person or
one family becauss every All-Treland
winning team is a family on 1S own.

That type of spirit must exist if you
are to cross that winning line and Fau-
die Murray, as team boss, has broaght
tt_u']a spirit into this Cork bunch of great
girls.

Gioing back o Sunday and this was
after viewing tho gome on a video re-
corder Becanse of commitments olse-
where, it waz foo much of a stop and
start game,

The referee did not gel every eall

whistle,

#. !

Liam O'Reilly after the game for a cut received

Picture; INPHO Tomnny Dickson

right and thers wene o few conlentions
n}l;es but the riles of the game decres
this.

But that's a lot more down to the
now ouldated rules of the game, The
fact that shoulder to shoulder contact
iz still technically prohibited is just

one example why there nesds ta ®

change and why the rules of hurling
necd to be applied (o a far greater ex-
tent.

Some of these pirls as just as stroet-
wize as their hurling counterparis are
on hig diays like this,

The days of nsking them to hald back
are long gone and referces must bo
allowed far greater latitude when ap-
plying the rules.

\ g

Picbure: Spartshile

Cork Mnished that bit stronger on
Sunday as they did lnst yoar and again
the management must take huge
credit for that, never flinch for a sec
ond when the prize is within your
grasp.

What servanis some of these Cork
glris are, Aoife the great custodian,
ning medal Gemma O'Connor, Amy
Connor, Orla Cotter, Orla Cronin
anid 50 on.

Bricge Corkery didm't got on the
field on Sunday but one has no douibd
that here Inspirational mee in the
dressing room had s own desired ef-
fect.

But then again Cork has always pro-
duced some of the game’s greatest
players, Deirdre Sutton, Maria Cos-
tine, Sandie Fitzgibbon, Linda Meller-
ick, Therese O°'Callaghan, Fiona
O Driscell, Denize Cronin, the greal
Rena Buckley, Marian Sweeney, Cathy
Landers, to mention just a couple and
omitting just a5 many more because of
space restrictions

And one has no doubt either that the
list will continue to grow as the years
g by becanse the structures in the
counly are now better than over:

A trip down to the headguarters on
Castle Hoad and the brand new club-
hiouze that has beon erected is an ilus-
tration of that.

In this town and in the great miral
clubs that are scatferad across the
counity new heross continue to
I ET.

This All-Ireland double-winning
team of girls are now the wind beneath
the sails of all the youngsters thist are
being brought fa imaining every Satur-
day morning,

W shiould be ao that the jorsey they
wear s the Rebod red.



Worthy champs

refused to blink

FOR the second year in & row Cork ang
All-Ireland Senior Camogie cham-
pinns.

By the narrowest of margins, they
onece again broke Kilkenny's hearts
with an injury time Winning score,

Those games are so sweal to win el
so despairing to lose. Cork deservod
thiz All-Treland tile,

Hilkenny dn't.

1 gy that because of the way Kilken.
nw lined ol

Kilkenny have talentod foreards,
et thoy must have 1ittle fith in thelr
defence,

They obviously have huge admir-
ation for Cork"s forward division and
why nok after this side clocked up 15-
121 in six games (o peach the decklder,

Reviewing the vear gone by it began
for Cork in sun-drenched Paire Ui
Chaolmb on Jupe fith as they comfort-
ably accpunted for Wexfor.

When they played direct and fh._ﬂi
Cork wers a pleasure and onoe again
they ook somd very IM]'HESI".'!." L g
after working the ball oud fast from the
back.

They took thelr foot off the pedal and
wiere guilty of taking too much out of
thi= ball particularly in defence.

Cork’s second-half play was far
more direct.

O sixty-two minutes they had their
nineteenth point and finished the
pame with a magnificent strike, low to
tho net, by Katrina hackey,

In rouncd two against Duablin, at half-
time Cork led by double scores 2.6 to 1-
3, with Linda Collins goaling on 33
after a groal Orda Cronin run.

Cork Bacd led by Just three polnts but
the poal just before the break vwas &
killer blow for the visitors to Pilre Ui
Rinn.

The second hall didn’t start any
beiter for Dublin, Cork went nine
polnis up, used thelr pace iImpressively
anid pulled paay.

On July 7, the Rebels continued
tleir seemingly unstoppable |l:-mgr1.-5.5
towards the senlor champlonship

spmi-finnls afler a 1-27 to 1-13 win over
Tipperary in a topof-the-table clash at
The Ragg.

Cark sstablished their supremacy
early on with Amy 0'Connor shotting
two points, and Orla Cronin, Ashling
Thomson and Orln Cotter - back from
her recent marelage - on target for
Cork to bemd early by 0-5 to 0-1

Cait Devane found the target to
bring it back to 0-7 o 0-4 but Julia
White nceelerated onte a Miamh
MeCarthy piss before Anishing cling-
cally for o goal to pait six between the
teams, Cork were on five, findshing
with 11 different scorers.

They made it four wins from four &
woek later as they man out 3-21 to 0-6
winners over Meath in Trim. Orla
Codter hit two poinis for Cork in thal

'..-.'._p
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Pamela Mackey, Gemma 0'Connor, Orla Cotter, Libby Coppinger and Leanne 0'Sallivan celebrate after beating Kilkenny.

first half, as did Ashling Thompson
amnd Julia White. It was 010 o 0-2 a1 the
change of vinds,

Cork upped the tempo and added a
goal and three points within five min-
utes of the resumption for a comfort-
able 3-12 to 0-6 victory,

Cork were acing ahesd as leaders of
Groagp 2, amassing o massivo scoring
tally.

Their final game against Cifaly was
a foregone conclusion as regards
emerging iop of their group and head-
ing stralght 1o the semi-final,

As expected they comfortably took
Offaly at kome to finish top with 15
points from e gaemes.

i to the semi-final against Tipper-
ary tn Thurlos and it turped out as ex-
pocted.
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Cork ntilised their full substitutior
allowance of five in the second hal:
with Briege Corkery receiving a wirm
wibcome back.

Cork weren't tested. learning: 1ibte i
anyihing lrom the game,

They had won every single game thiz

comfortably,
m‘?':hr_ry hadn't - had an intense chal
EILRE.
Was this %ﬁnf o be & problem head
ing inta e Gl against Kilkenny whe
had defeated Galway?

Mot so. The Mnal was intense, edey
physical and tactical but Cork anes de
serving All-Ireland champions.

Mot just for Sunday but for consist
ont top performances all seasons, fay
above all thelr challengers,

Ewven Kilkenny

John Coffey of Liberty Insurance presents the Liberty Insurance Player of the Match  Laura Treacy was outstanding for Cork in defence all through the season and deliveres
Pirtwire INPH LW Tomere Mickerst aaain at Croke Park on Sunday.

Award to Cork’s Orla Cotter.

Ficture: [HPHIL sceln G



Icome

THE Cork sporting public welcomed home its heroes last
camogie teams were intro-

supporters on the South Mall, after first receiv-
ing the traditional welcome with a stop in Mallow.

Both teams arrived on an
open-top bus i'mm Eent
station and were grooted i

CAMOGIE

. T ——
CORK'S ALL-IRELAND DOUBLE WINNING CAMOGIE TEAMS GET RAPTUROUS WELCOME

hampions
get hero's

. &

Ny N
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the Lord Mayor Clir Mi ;
Firin, Bishiop John Biickley, BMary Newman

and Mark Kenny represent.  and county board: “] have to Jenior captain Acife Murray and Intermediate npuin Sarah
ing sponsors New Ireland As-  pay tribute to the players and  Harrington hold aloft their All-Ireland trophies at the South Mall.
Picture: Michaed Mac Sweeney/Provtsion

SUrance. J >
Addressing the riers,
Mary McSweenoy, the chair-
person of the Cork Camogie
board, expressed Cork
pw_%:'s Im thee e,
“They are wonderful rols
models for all of our young
ﬂﬂi& playing camogie,” she

Mary didn't forget the
county minor team aither,
who earlier in the season
brought the All-Tngland minor
tithe to Cork for the frst time.

“Wea now have the Senior,
Intermediate and Minor All-
Ireland titles hepe whers they
belong, and we congratulate
all three pahnlsjurgiﬁn: T
such a wonderful year.,”

Manager Paudia Murray
thanked the su]iipﬂﬂm whi
gave the teams huge backing
on Surniay.

',""k'hnmuppgﬂ 1% wital at
ERIMe an
tadil."heaajcl.

e paid tribato to his
ﬂl.rartand backroom team

<efT.

my¥ backroom team, who
worked so hard to bring the
double home yesterday,

“I must also thanks our

county board who'do avery-
thing in their power to ensare
wi pot the best and the work
they do for the game must not

o unnoticed and [ thank

em hiere this evening.”

Mark Kenny from Sponsors
Bew Iretand was thrilled with
the stiocess of both sides.

Wi are on board with Cork
Camogie now for four r'eam
and this year we are celohra.
ting our one hundred yvear in
bezimesz, ™ Kenny sakd,

“What a Fantastic present
wiit ot yesterday from the
Cork Intermediate and Senfor
ca & teams.

And so as the formalities
weére concluded and boeth
teims headed to Clo ¥,
the clib of captain A
ray for what promised-to be &
huge welecome and'a great

B See P4T/52°53 for more.
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LERENG OUT: Cork cam
during half-time at the

Aisling Thompson brings the 0°Duffy cup out onto the pitch at Musgrave Park

4;&11“ between Munster and Dspreys.

Fecture; fan Sherdan

WSCHGDL TIES Orla leads list of Coldiste na Tnlrhhlrte winnnrs

Camogie

For several plavers involved in the
winning of the historic double in
Croke Park, it back into action this
weekend when the SE Systems Sen-
ior Champlonship resumes.

First up an Saturday it's Glen Bowe-
ers vs Ballygarvan at 5.30pm. It's a
repeat of kst vear when the Glen won
on their way to the final: Cork plavers
Leanne OSullivan, Lauren Callanan,
along with Emma Murphy and Lydia
Cunningham are in good form and
the Blackpool side showld win.

There’s a real cracker in prospect
on Sunday at Ipm when champions
Inniscarra meet Sarsfields, and with
Rena Buckley and Niamh MoCarthy
keading, the holders will be expected
o win. The final game of the week:
end is the meeting of Muskerry
and Courcey Hovers, with the lat-
ter favourites to advance, All these
miatches will take place in Castle
Road,

Heartiest congramudations to all who
helped make last Sunday a special
day - players, management and also
the board officers who work behind

the scenes, The three madn All-Ire-
land titles all now reside on Leeside
= 10 mean achievement.

Special thanks to the team manage-
ments for their help and co-opera-
thon; now Paudie, it's on to the three
m-a-row!




Croke Park turns into

'Heartbreak Hotel' for Kilkenny

camogie
CORK 0-14, KILKENNY 0-13

by John Knox 9 Sept 2018
Email: @kilhennypenplespon

It may be a wonderfu! arena, but Croke Park is turning into something like

a 'Heartbreak Hotel’ for Kifkenny
(hitps //www kilkennypeople ie/news/sport/334681/kilkenny-ihic-

Ireland camogie final day.

For the second year running the Cals were beaten by an injury time point
by Cork, who claimed their 28th O'Duffy Cup title today after a light, tense
and tactical senior final.

In the end a point from a free by Orla Cotter with 60 minutes 53 seconds
showing on the clock won the game. The awarding of the decisive free
appeared a harsh call, but it was just one of many decisions that baffled
on an afternoon when Kilkenny gave their all and ended up with nothing

again.

There was one time during the first half when the free count ran 6-0
against Kilkenny, and they had a decent claim for a penalty turned down in
the 52nd minute. As Anna Farrell bore down on the Cork goal the hurley
appeared to be pulled or knocked from her hand.

There was no call. Instead, Cork escaped with the concession of a 45.

The score was level at 0-8 each at half-time after Cork had led most of the

way although the opposition had use of the wind. Kilkenny's game was

more open and free flowing afterwards, and with Anne Dalton in wonderful

form and driving the team on from center-back, they really took the game

to the champions.

The scores were level at 0-9 and 0-11 each and then came the Kilkenny
goal chance, with Farrell threatening first with a booted effort and then
IMiriam Waish having a follow up hand-passed effort turned around the
post. Denise Gaule pointed the 45 to edge Kilkenny 0-12 to 0-11 ahead.

Cork hit back for the equaliser in the S6th minute, Julia White putting Amy
O'Connor clear to score. There was an exchange of points from frees
between Gaule and Orla Cotter after that bafore Cotter's late free decided
it.

Play in the opening half was very tactical, with both sides trying to contain
or out-fox the opposition. Kilkenny, who attacked the Hill 16 end, had the
first score from Michelle Quilty after only 30 seconds.

Cork drew level with a long range point from a free by Chloe Sigerson and
on they roared into a best of half lead of 0-4 to 0-1 after 12 minutes.
Kilkenny, who were operating with Katie Power as the lone attacker on the
full-forward line, looked very nervy during this period, with the deadly
Dalton already setting the high line in terms of performance.

The Cats second score came from a free by Denise Gaule following a foul
on Katie Power, and they eventually got back level at 0-4 each. They fell
behind again, but after they regained terms at 0-6 each they drove into the
lead with two great minors from Denise Gaule as halftime approached.

However, Cork hit back for two “lost time” paints from Orla Cronin to leave
it all square at the break, 0-8 each.

What followed was real defiance from Kiikenny, but the day ended in
hearibreak...again.

SCORERS: Cork - Orla Cotter (0-5, frees); Chloe Sigerson (0-4, three frees,
one penalty); Orla Cronin, Katrina Mackey (0-2 each); Amy O'Connor (0-1).
Kilkenny - Denise Gaule (0-10, seven frees, two 45s"); Anna Farrell, Julie
Ann Malone, Michelle Quilty (0-1 each).

Cork - Aoife Murray; Leanne Q'Sullivan, Laura Treacy, Pamela Mackey;
Libby Coppinger, Gemma O'Connor, Chloe Sigerson; Julia White, Ashling
Thompson; Amy O'Connor, Orla Cronin, Orla Cotter; Katrina Mackey, Linda
Collins, Hannah Looney. Subs - Lauren Homan for L. Collins; Niamh
McCarthy for A. O'Connor.

Kilkenny - Emma Kavanagh; Colette Dormer, Catherine Foley, Grace Walsh;
Claire Phelan, Anne Dalton, Davina Tobin; Anna Farrell, Meighan Farrell;
Julie Ann Malone, Katie Power, Denise Gaule; Shelly Farrell, Michelle Ouilty

Edwina Keane. Subs - Miriam Walsh for M. Quilty.

Referee - Eamon Cassidy (Derry).

For more on Kilkenny People sport read here
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Camogie Cats can bounce back,
but handbrake must be taken off

by Enda McEvoy 14 Sept 2018
Email: @kilkennypeoplesport
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You can say that Alkenay

unfortunate in the All-lreland final at Croke Park on Sunday.
You can say that the referee played way maore than the allotted minute of
injury time at the end of the first half, upon which Cork hit two rapidfire

points and thus retired level instead of going in two points down.

You can say that the free that gave them the winning point was a soft one
and it certainly looked that way. You can say that the free that put them
0-13 to 0-12 ahead a few minutes earlier was preposterous, though not
nearly as preposterous as the yellow card for Davina Tobin - who was
taken head high in possession - that accompanied it.

You can say that the winners’ penalty was harmless. Most people did.
You can say that the wides count (Kilkenny 7, Cork 4) indicated which
team enjoyed the majority of the shooting chances, though obviously
shooting chances don’t amount to much when they're squandered.

You can say that allowing Denise Gaule to take a free six minutes from tF
end, just after she'd been fouled and floored, was unwise. Sure enough, tl
sliotar fell short and Cork cleared it.

You can say that lo lose two Alllreland finals in a row by a late point is
heartbreaking beyond belief, which of course it is.

And then, after all of that, and if you wanted to be strict yet not unfair, you
enuld say that Kilkenny didn't do quite enough to win on Sunday and thus
left themselves vulnerable to the whims of fate and the referee. It's what
happens when a team employs a highly calculated gameplan.

Last year's decider was awful, and awfully lowscoring: 0-10 beat 0-9. This
year's was not much better: 0-14 beat 0-13. Kilkenny, in other words, have
hit 0-22 in successive All-ireland finals. Not hectic, is it?

Nine of their 13 points here came from placed balls converted by Denise
Gaule. Only three Kilkenny players not named Denise Gaule scored, and
none of the three hit more than a point. Even in an era of sweepers and
blanket defences, that's not enough,

<epT Loig

Assisted by the elements? Then try to maximise the advantage. This
means playing a less studied game. It means using the length of the field,
keeping one’s full-forward line near to goal, getting the ball in quickly to
them, asking questions of the opposition defence and preventing them
playing their way out. (No spare defender.)
Kilkenny didn’t. They scarcely employed the last 30 metres of turf. What
was the object of deploying Katie Power as a target woman if there was nic
support to feed off her?
The challengers needed to undo their corset just a little in the first half. To
open their shoulders and hurl with their hearts and lungs as well as with
their heads. It was all a little too studied, a little too mannered.
The upshot was that they failed to compile a lead to carry into the second
haif by way of a bulwark. Then they could have dragged bodies back into
defence and invited Cork to come at them.
As a result they spent the opening 20 minutes of the second half hanging
in there, and now they didn’t have the advantage of the wind to allow them
use the length of the pitch as well as the width. Although Meighan Farrall's
monster point from midfield was a beauty, it came about berause she
lacked outlets inside and thus had to fire the gun herself.
It wouldn't have taken much for Ann Downey and her troops to be
celebrating three All-irelands in a row this week. On the plus side, it
shouldn’t take much for them to be celebrating an All-Ireland in 2019.
But first they have to take off the handbrake.

For the second year in a row the game was lost in the first half despite
wind advaniage. For the second year in a row the girls in black and amber
hurled in the same register in both halves of the proceedings.

Right, the wind never won a match. We know that. But even a team
deploying a sweeper shouldn't play the same way with the breeze as

against it
Elements



Kilkenny camogie: players will
take a long time to get over Cork
defeat

players will take a long time to get over the heartache
and disappointment after Sunday's secend defeat in-a-row in the All-
Ireland camogie final.

Ann Downey’s charges hit Croke Park to challenge defending champions,
Cork, with the chance of a National League and Championship double
within their grasp, but they left empty handed after suffering an agonising
one point defeat for the second year running.

Horrible place

“They will take months to get over this,” suggested Kilkenny manager, Ann
Downey in a soft voice dripping with pain after seeing the O'Duffy Cup slip
away yet again.

“It is a horrible place to be," she added.

"There is not an awful lot you can say to them to lift them or get them to a
better place. Defeat hurts, it really hurts.

“Some will be disappointed with a number of aspects of their game, but
they have put so much into camogie and for Kilkenny. They will need time
to get over this.”

The last time Kilkenny lost back-to-back finals was in 2013 (beaten by
Galway) and 2014 {(beaten by Cork), and they didn't feature in the decider
the following season

The last time any county bounced back for victory after a double whammy
of defeats was Cork in 2005 having lost the finals of 2003 and 2004.
“Hopefully they will regroup again,” was the wish expressed by Ann
Downey.

The manager felt Kilkenny would regret some missed chances, especially
as the divide at the finish was a point.

“We will be saying if we had done this or that things might be different.
“When you cross that white line on All-lreland final day you have to have
experience 1o be able to hold your head and be clinical in your decision
making,” Ann reminded.

“iMaybe we didn't do that at times. Oh, what can you can,” she said as she

drew a breath.

"You have to take it on the chin and try and leam from it again. It is hard to
take to be honest "

When it was suggested it was a very tactical match, with hoth sides
packing their defence, she said the stakes were high and both sides knew

each other well and there was massive respect all round.
No one was willing to take chances, it appeared
"In the second half we ran more and missed a few opportunities * added
the former 12 times All-ireland medal winner.
Hard
“If the ball had gone over the bar we could have been three or four points
out. | thought maybe the two frees, especially the one against Davina
(Tobin ) and especially the last one, | thought it was a bit hard on us.”
She said Kilkenny had looked at the replay of the final free, and as far as
they could see there was no contact to merit the awarding of a free.
“In the heat of battle | wasn’t happy with some of the performances, but |
don't want to take from Cork’s winning effort,” Ann continued.
“If | give out about the referee it can sound like sour grapes, and i don't
want things lo be thal way.
" could go on to national radio and criticise the referee who is going 1o do
an All-lreland the next day, and hope things will turn in our favour. That is
not what | am about.
“¥ou have to take what is thrown at you. Unfortunately one or two of the
decisions were harsh on us.”
Clubs will help
Kilkenny shot selection, she suggested, might not have been the best at
times. On top of the misses, a number of efforts were dropped short into
the hand of the goalkeeper.
“Ali those things added up on the day,” she felt.
When the subject of the referee was brought up again she didn't want 10
go into details, but she felt Kilkenny might have been awarded a penalty.
“When the girls get back to their clubs and back playing again it might
ease the pain,” the manager continued.
“ gt them have a long break and see what they want to do next year,
“They are capable of winning the Allireland. They are very young. Without
doubt the talent is there”
Cork scored their 28th O°'Duffy Cup win on Sunday. Kilkenny were chasing
their 14th title.



Cotter holds her nerve as lightning
strikes twice for Cork agamst Cats

CORK 0-14
KILKENNY _ 0-13
DARAGH O CONCHUIR
REPORTS

IT WAS eerie how similarly
events unfelded o 12 months

It wasn't two points turning
around a one-point deficit bat
it was an injury-time winner
nonetheless for Cork in the
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
senior camogie final.

Instead of Julia White it was
Orla Cortter landing the killer
blow - a stunning free from the
feft wing, 60 metres out in the
Glsr minuge,

The win also moved Briege
Corkery level with her long-
tme colleague Rena Buckley
as the most garlanded player
in Gaelic games history with
18 All-freland senior medals
berween camogie and Fadies
foothall, although the Clough-
duv player, who returned to
the squad after giving birth toa
babyy boy Last March, did notsee
any game-tme.

Cork star Gemma O'Connor
admitted that her nerves were
frayed by itall.

I don't know why we do it to
oursehves, a paint in it, shie said
after winning her ninth title,

‘At hall-time, the message
was 10 keep our composure.
Beforchand, you're trying to get
yourself riled up, 1o get into the
right frame of mind, the fight-
ing attitude = then at half-time
it’s all about, “This is where
we are now and we need 1o be
composed.” [t's no dme to lose
your head.

We knew it'd be a tight game
from start 1o finish. The cham-
pionship has been guite open
but we knew the final would be
sodefensive, we don’t give cach

other aninch. | don’t know what
way it is ro look at, sometimes
you'd wish the play would open
up & small bit, but you just want
towin atall costs, that's the bot-
tom line,”

In front of an amendance of
21, 467 - the highest since 2004
- this was a game that had eve-
rything and if 18 of the scores
were from placed balks, this was
an intriguing affair nonetheless
that had a pinch of everything .

[t was always going to be in-
teresting from a tactical view-
point and space was at a pre-
mivm for attackers, with both
defensive unpits buttressed by
supplementary personnel and
the middle third swamped.

It was very physical, there
were some magnificent mo-
ments of bravery, skill, scoring
and defending, and a small hint
of COMIroVErsy (0o,

Kilkenny will have regrets,
They had s0 much possession
and wasted chances but Cork's
shooting wasa't lawless either
and the pressure on the shooter
incredibbe.

Winning captain Aoife Mur-
ray made three big saves, onea
fantastic double effor, though
Kilkenmy felt they should have
hada penalty from that chain of
events in the 52nd minute.

Murray also peinted a pen-
alty, though she would have
been disappointed by thag hay-
ing travelled the length of the
field. It was the ninth minute
and there was a lot of time re-
maining but thar award was
a strange one, with Denise
Gaule’s momentum taking her
into Amy O'Connor.

Kilkenny had hit the opening
point through Michelle Quilty
but it was Cork with the wind

in their sails and they soon led
by rwo, Sigerson, Murray and
Cotter {two frees) all raising
white flags from their respec
tive placed balls,

The challengers seutled
though and a 19th-minute podnt
by Julie Ann Malone brought
the teams level. Sigerson and
Katrina Mackey opened up a
pwo-point gap in favour of Cork
once more but Gaule hit a par-
phe patch with four points, in-
cluding a fantastic score from
a 66m free, followed by a berer
one from play from a similar
positien and suddenly Kilkenny
were two clear.

Significantly though, Cork
responded, last year's player of
the match Orla Cronin coming
up with two points 10 send the
rcams in on 0-B apiece at the
change of ends.

Paudie Murray's charges car-
ried on that momentum intothe
secomd half and led by two by
the three-quarter mark, Katrina
Mackey finishing coolly after a
good run and after Gaule equal-
ised from a free, Cotier landing
twia frees of her own - oné from
20 metres and one from 63,

But back came Kilkenny.
Meighan Farrell pointed on 48
and Gaule found the target from
twi frees 1o put them in fromt.

Back and forth, this pulsating
affair continuwed to sway. Amy
O'Connor and Sigerson, from
a mammith free, slightly to the
right of the centre of the field,
restared Cork’s advantage in
a mamer of second, but Gaule
made it all square again on 559,

A minimum of two minutes
of added time were announced
- around four and change were
played = but the defining mo-
ment came in the first of them.

Cork captain Acife Murray lifts the O pafter her side overcame Kilkenny by a point
hmﬁﬁmwmmgﬁ o S

There was no way back for
Kilkenny this time. Cork had
prevailed once mare,

Scorers

Corke O Cotter 0=51.C Siger=
an 0-31. K Mackey, O Cronin
=2 each, A Murrdy (penalty), A
O'Connor D-1each

ik enrmy: O Gaule 010 [TI.2 45),
B4 Cuity, 1A Malone, M Farrell 0=1
each

Corke: & Murray; L O'Sulivan, P
Mackey, L Treacy; HLoonay,

L Coppinger, C Sigarsor: G
{'Connar, A Thempson K Mackey,
O Cranin, D Cotter; L Coling, |

White, A OrConnor. Sulbs:IL Homan
for Collins (510N McCarthy for &
CrConnor (50}

KE<enny: E Kavanagh; C Darmer,

C Flay, O Watshe £ Phelan, A Dal-

Ouwr Star With live point €, Inchud-=
ing the ad-impaortant winner, Orla
Caobter was the ey to Cork's win
Star momment: Just Bee st year, o
late point secured ik for Cork, with
Cotter the hero,

Talking podn: Pawdie Murray was

tom, D Tobin D Gaule, M Famrel
1A Malone, M Qulty, AFarrelt S
Farrel, K Power, E Keane, Sul: M
Walsh foe Duill:.rl!E:I.

€9 THE HIGHLIGHTS

ghving Btthe Iveay about s fu-
iture plans after — but the lure of
e ee-fri-g-raw |s oty ml:enp
himin charge.

What s next: Cork's SLors | »0n
intothe closing stages of the
county champsonshig,

Third time lucky as intermediates get over Down

CORK 1-13
DOWNO-9

BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR

HAVING lost the previdous two fAnals -
last year's after a replay = Cork made
o mistake a5 they claimed All-Irekand
intermediate glory at Croke Park on
Sunday,

Caitricna Collins shot 1-6 for Paudie
Murray’s side and minor star Saoirse
McCarthy hit four points from play
against a Down side who were excel-
lent in the first half but had fallen seven
piints in arrears when ace forward
Sara-Louise Carr wa harshly sent off
for a second yellow card in the 50th
minuie,

 Cork were sharper for loneer thouszh

and deserved the honours,

‘It's unbelievable,” said Cork star
Fronla Neville, who set up Collins” cru-
cial 40th minute goal,

“We've been fighting for this, o get
over the line and get up the steps of the
Hogan Stand for 5o long and it's just
unbelievable. It's a great fecling.”

The hunger is there, We knew com-
ing back each yéar, we were there or
thereabouts. We were unlucky over
the last few years but we knew we had
the players. "There's 2 huge workrate
and a huge bond, a5 Sarah Harsington
said in her specch. We're best friends,
When we got knocked down, we were
coming back to get that titke,”

She had a particular word of praise
for the members of the All-Ireland-
winning minor team that clearly ndded
an %-factor on the Mz pes stapo.

"They were fantastic today. Laura
(Hayes), Sooirse played unbelicvable
on the wing, player of the match roday.
Cliona Healy came on in the Semi-
Final and probably saved us. There's
a great future thire for Cork Camogie
and the Minors really stood up today,
which was very imporant.'

Down began very confidently, points
from Sara-Louise Carr and Sands get-
ting them on their way. However,
McCarthy, got a chance to show her
pace and the subsequent player of the
match had the teams level in the blink
of wn eye with a wonderful brace.

Down enjoveéd their best period at
this juncture and moved three points
clear, with two points from Mallon,
who was also invelved in the move for

Paula Gribben's soore,
Mallon's point off her left from GO

metres in particular was a thing of
beaury and Down were Aying.

They didn't score for the entire sec-
ond quarter however and Cork went in
leading by 0-7 1o 0-3, Collins slotmng
three points o bring the teams level
before Caroline Surge and McCarthy
also found the target,

Mallon and Sande quickly restored
parity within five minutes of the restar
but it was all Cork from there, Paudie
Murray's crew leading by three wlen
Collins rocketed the net,

It was a fantastic finish at the end of
a move that had its genesis in a sun-
ning feteh from the clowds by Siobhiin
Hutchinson, Finola Neville took the
ball forward and drew the cover before
timing her pass 1o perfection, leaving
Collins 1o do the rest,

Do irved hard to respond but they

couldn’t threaten Amy Lee™s poal ane
Cork were able to end their torment.

Scorers

Cork: CColins 1-8{af), 5 McCarthy O-=4, C
Sugrue (-2, C Henly D=1}, Dowre M Mal-
kon0-4 (215 Sands =2, P Gribben, 5L
Care, F Carr{i} 0-1each,

Corke A Lese: WM Chaoimi, S Hasringion, )
Baery: 5 Hutchirson, L Wieste, L Calanarn
S Buckiey, K Hickey; L Hayes, F Noviile,

S McCarthy: C Coling, M MeCarthy, C
Suprue. Suke € Heaby [or MeCarthy (39),
R OrCaSaghan for Sugnee R KBeen for Col
laran (beth 60,

Do M bachially; M Kelly, A& Sovage, C
MoGlkzan:H Savage. D Magee. C Rochs
1P Gribiben, OSosage; SLCHR, N Mo A
bcAleenan; 5 Sands, F Carr, O Cakwell
Subs: 0 Gribben for Magee (14- 28, biood)
Gribben for Caldwel | 20), C Cownn Tod
McGHign (52).
Referoe: | Dermody (Westmeathl,



u Barbara O'Connell

SELFILESSMNESS is a1 common theme in
muest teams that win habltually and the
Cork Camogie squad basking in the
ghow of being Liberty Insurance All-Ire-
land Senior Camagie champions this
woek canmot claim exclusbvity on it

Indesd the outfit they defested by an
kryjaury-time point for thie seoomd conssci-
thve seps & number of
willing to take on the rode ashed of them,
whether it is thankless, as was the case
with Katic Power repularly baiiling three
Cork defenders at full-Torward, or it
forces them o rein in their nataral incll-
nation to reflease ithe shackles, as has
been the story for centre-back Anne Dal-
iom in recent years, but who sdded to hee
phenomenal catalogue of excellenoe with
another colossal showing.

And they boast plenty of operators
like Meighan Farrell, who as usual,

patt Ber mose to the grindstone, throw-

(ing herself into every ball, eschewing
personal safoty for the canse.

i It s & wery prominent theme of (he
Cork sef-np though,

5 In am conversation a coople of weeks
ago, feam coach Paudie Morray ¢m-

yphasised how important it was, and
howw e would never focus on his sister
. Aolfe belng captain and possibly Lifting
the O'Dulfy Cup, which she did two
days after her 25th birthday.

Yi=s, this kappening, with brothers
Pawdie (manager) and Dammien (logis-
tics) involved was nice for the family
bt it would always be abot everyone
involved striving to produce a better
eolleetive.

In truth, Orla Cottoer has lived this

approach her entire career, happy to
inil to make teammates look better
than her.
I 'When Jenny O°Leary retired, the
tall 5t Catherine’s player took over the
placed ball duties and emerged from
the shadows in which she had been
more b aparabe A% & resalt, )

The scoring returns wenl 1h1‘uueih
the roof and this increased profile
male us notbee her general play more
ko the classy touches, the workrate,
the clever passing.

Remomber that it was Cobter who
gave the perfect stick pass to Gemma
O"Connor for that outrageous equalls-
ing point in lnst year's dechlder, with two
seconuds of regulation time remaiming.

She is one of the moest accurate
shooters in Camoghe but that was the
better ball.

And what was bost in the coptroversy
aver whether or not she should have
T the free from which she struck the
winmor from that left-hand side, choso to
60m out, were o two roll ifts and in theo
same mertion of each one, the =pin away.

It was sublime skill in the maal-
sirom of battle, bodies and hurleys
crashing into one another.

Theoaly time she put herself first was
when choosing to go on honeymoon
after petting married to Mark in May.

It wnes o dlream trip that meant she
missed training and the stact of the
Champlonship.

In more than a decade as a Cork
Pplayer, she had never been away des-

o as & leacher, having three months

liclmys.

“You only, h fully, get married
ANCE S0 wWe jist wer'd do bt she sakd
inan jnterview el manth,

Cotter was back in the fold by the

Cark substitutes look on as Orla Cotter of Cork prepares to score the winning point, from
; ip final match between Cork and Kilkenny at Croke Park in Dublin.

Lenior Camogie

-

Cor's Orla Cotter scores the winning point
at the All-Ireland final

time she celebeated her 3th bivthday
in July but there has been no slipping
in stamlards. In truth, she looks to be
gietting betier. L

“0Orla Cotter's freetaking was lom-
mense today™ sald an approciste Pao-
e Murray.

“1 think one free she has mlsssd in
the whole Champlonship, which siys
it all mal];.'."

Kevin Murray spoke a few weeks
ago about the work he has done with
Cotter, about not messing with the
cortipletely Individual style she hag, al-
most genuflecting as the left knee
bends, left hand over right 4 laJoe
Deane as a left-handed player that
freks more comfortabde siriking off her
right. He wantod {0 give her o
thowrgh, and ensure that it would hold
up under mental and physical curess,

T generally try nof to change their
methaod bt T what T ey 0o do 13 make
sair they hivedr o rontine”™ the conch ox-

@@ She has her own
style and is very

comfortable in that
style and I'm not one
for changing that —
it's very functional.

plained.

“I've worked a lot with Orla Cofter,
down to timing, how long it takes her
to talee o free, or bullding up to taking a
{res from te minute we receive & fnse.

“Wejust put in routines that it's very
sobid, IT she goes past that routine,
she's smidrt mugﬁn slep away and
reset again, 108 that sort of composure,

“She has her own style and 1s very
comfortable in that style and I'm oot
one for changing that - it's very fune-
tional i

“Tt's n wnigue style, is very effective,
alve has a routine and she's very me-
ficuboaes, 1 know whio T'm dealing with.

“I cin wnderstand what Orla is like
in the way she likes to set up. 1 just
tyeak a few things to got her more con-
fident in what she's doing. ;

“1 would think thiat her mumbers ars
protty high in relation to her percen-
tages and therefore then, when she's
extramaely confident in ler routine, my
job in iraining is fo pressorise that
confidence.” :

Ther are varions stapes to that, in-
cluding making her take a conple of
frecs after o bronk in pkay in o eight ¥
eight in-house training game, when

afree, during the Liberty Insurance All-Irelas

Team ethic saw
Rebels to glory

Pictures Piaras O Midheach/Sgeetsf

her g':da:}-;;l:m is up after an inten:
¥i y

I]'mTI:ua.t work is done for momaents I

the 6158 minute of an All-Ireland Fins

Holding her niece Fia (who was i
tent on bringing the reporier’s Dict
phone haome with her), Cotter w:
standing just a matter of feet aw:
when from whene she stood with 1]
eyes of the C e warld and mas
more on RTE telévision watchin
sporiing Immertality on the Hne.

What was she thinking?

“Plapsa go over the bar!” exclaim.
Cotter with that & laagh.

The technigie nid routine had he
up. A
“You practice a lot and you're ju
delighted when they go over then
Having missed what for her, was ;
pasy opportunity earlier in the half -
giood ottt becanse It was actarily
ghock to learn that she isn't & rob
over & dead ball - you wonder i it pa
ved an her mbnd? _

“¥ou jusd tey and forget about 3E a
think of the next ball, or mext fiee, G
it past el wour head straight away.”

It would horrify her to be clalmi:
croedit a5 the match winner, though
potable that Julia White respond
simikarly 12 months ago,

Cottar had the class to think of K
kenmy too but mest of all she thoug
of Ter fellow warriors. In a one-pol
game, every touch counts.

“1t could have gone anyway. If
bepn the way with our batiles with K
kenny the last number of years,

The League Final, last years Alll
land, this vear's Final. Kilkenny are
superb team,

“Evary scome, every block, overy lie
counted. Every Hitle thimg that e
payerdid. Aoife Murray made an unl
bevahle save tomars the emd thene,

It was a team effort and we're g
lightied 1o come cut on top i the e



THERE'S an odd and potentially mis-
leading period around the end of
every season where we look for rea-
s0n8 why some teams ends as
winners and some as not winners.

Itz undeniably an obvious thing to
do, to search for patterns and details
behind each successful team and
basically hope to locate something fo
copy, even If learnings tend to
cofme aversimplified.

Frames won e World Cup becayss
aof players developed on the pitehes of
the banlienes: Dublin won the Al
Ireland becansse of advantages of
funding and access o superior
coaching; that kind of generalising.

} Theanalysistends to be dominated”
by two categories: the team who won
jhecanse their players ware better
and the legm who won because their
copch/ managear tactics were better,
Amndd then there's the reallty, the team
ywho managed to find the maost efee.
tive mix of both, who took the right
JEronp of players with the reguined
“talents and created the most effective
environment for them to reach the
necessary levels of excellence.

It's almost impossible to separate
thiz Cork camogie group’s winning
momentum this past few years from
the story of their management.

That wonderful Cork ladies fooi-
ball team found a perfect facilitator
for them at that time of their emerg-
ence in Eamonn Ryvan back in the
mid-noughtles.

This Cork camogle group have
happoned across the AT
ment team at their stage of develop-
ment here alse, the lovel of detail and
technical and tactical coaching work
from Paudie Murray and his back-
room group that's allowed them to
dominate opponents and become the
pre-eminent team of this era.

Check out any interview with a
Cork player this past while whero al-
most every aspect of their perform-
anee finds a reference back to some
work done behind the scenes by the
coaching team.

Ask about their long-distance
shoating and you'll nmf that they

mﬂ; targeted long-distance
g 88 an ares to work on and
improve as more and more opposi-

Camogie:
Orla Cronin

In 2012, at the tender age of
16, Ddda Cronin got the call-
up o Cork’s senlor camoghs
beaT.

Cronin hsd bien playing
with herclub in Enniskeane
and been Involved with the
connty’s minor team;

In 2012, when
Pausdie Murray called herup
i his senior shibe, Cork wera

Cork star Orla Cronin is the helder of four All
medals.

0'Donovan
tion crowded the scoring zone in
frnntu[ﬁ:f}l&

Ask about their ability to pick out
the right pass to keep possession
rather than belting it down the fleld
arvd you'll find that sort of decislon
making is drilled [nto them from con-
stant reinforcement in training

gAames,

In the build-up to the match on
radio one of the pundits mentioned
that Kilkenn t have an advan-
tape in a tight pame as they'd more
experience of those all year while
Cork o Been blitzing eveeybody: it
was interesting then to hear Cork
plavers and management talk after-
wands how they were always confi-
dent if they were in touching dis-
tance in the last five minuies to
all the work done on mental tough-
ness and replicating thoss conditions
in training,

Take Orla Cofter, who managed to
score the matchwinning free in an
All-Ireland final and make it all feel
fairly routine; nailing a pretty tricky
shot in injury-time (it was tougher
than say Dean REock's winning kick
in last year's All-Treland final with
Mavo which recelved an awful lot of
post-match reversnce an the char-
acter and process involved) and in
truth never looked like not nailing it

The natare and nurfure element
was taken care of by years of pucking
around with her brothers in the back
garden or the GAA fleld in Batlynoe.

Cotter took over on frees when
Jenny OLeary left a few vears hack
and has added that extra bonus fo
her game with the same Kind of care
and pursuit of excellence you'd ex-

m a player that's always had
that kind of technical ability.

The steiking style {2 very much
hers and the roatine i more or less

the same once she's locked into it =
forward knee slightly bent, couple of

-

ork: Winners
because they
make it happen

Final win ower Kilkenny at Croke Park.

glances at the goal, leff hand over
right and struck off the right side,
though she did give herself a little
forward momenium for distance by
standing a vard back for one or two of
the further ot anes.

Watch back any of those five frees
now and there really is no fecling in
the world other than that she's com-
pletely comfortable in the task, The
pureness of the strike for the last
winning free was especially sweet,
riothing less than tetal conviction in
the process and her abillty to deliver
in that sltuation. There's work to
back that up of course,

Ome of the ecaches, Kevin Murray,
spoke before the final about tech-
nigues for the freotakers, about not
wanting to interfere too much with
Cotter's natural thythm bagt on want-
ing to push her at the same tima to

defeated in the fnal by Wesx-

forid,

Cronin was listed a5 one of
ghie spbatitntes for the fnal
and hier player profile in the
match programme simply
remd: “Seconidary school stu-
dent, membar of the Cork
minor panel.”
Fast-forwand shx years and
Cronin is the holder of four
All-Ireland senfor medals,
from 2004, 2015, 2017, and
ail#. In each of these finals,
she hos been both a points
scorer and named player of
the match,

All of this has been aeoom-
plished while plaving
camagie for UCC, studying
for o degree In physiology,
and working part-tima,
though college, in Cork

Oipera Honss,

Cronin's typical training
Irwalves tan lo Thiree
pessions o weelk, ome ball
alkey loe, andl elther a

mateh or another training
sesslon coma the woeekaen:d.
B e gnid 'Ig'rl_rl.'mﬁ'!a_: I:Liml-l-
enging part of her lifo ;
ugeling the demands of

Areland seniof sports, college, and work,

bt that 1he hest part about
bedng an intor-county player
is ng il the highest
1 and making frienis
for

1ifee,
Thi best plece of adyios
ghe hing evir beon given?

oo your 9r1|.1uts low and

S, R, oy PRI S

develop a proper routine and stick
wiith it. Murray mentionod how his
work with tennis players helped him
in his work with Coiter's froe-taking.

Creating the pressures of a last-
minute All-lreland winning firee at
Croke Park ks difficult but there wis
a reference to frees faken in a train-
ing towards the end of a partienlady
tough elght-v-elght game so that the
tiredmness and hearirate were at simi-
ot besels to what they were last Sun-
day in the 6158 minite,

By the way, almost forgotien in the
hoopla about the circumstances of
that late free was Cotter's absolubely
technically perfect pick and roll in
the toughest of conditions at that
stage of the game to get possession
and get a move started when the
game was there for the taking by

either team - even iF they hadn't won

Cork goalkeeper Aoife Murray talks to Red FM
after the game.

Pacture; INPHO/ Laszlo Gecze

Cork's Gemma 0'Connar celebrates with Orla Cotter at the end of their Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senior Camegie Champlonship

Picture: INPHO Lames Crombde

the free Cork had the ball maoving to.
wards the Kilkenny goal,

Apgain, the Kind of skill execution
that becomes normal only threugh
constant exposure (o those Kind of
conditions in training.

Think Aocife Murray's save near
the end which could come from years
spent oul in the grass playing with
her brothers and sisters {those MMur-
ray family games must have boen
damn competitive) or hours at the
bl wraldl up in Kilmacud with Niall
Corcoran of all the drills in training
or probably through some mix from
them all

You could run through almost
every play Cork made last weckend
amd find the same balance of individ-
ual history and team iraining which
made it possible. Cork are winnoers
becausze they made it happen.




National heroes switch
focus to the club front

= Mary Newman

WITH the All-Ireland final taking
contre stage last weekend, it was
guict an the local fromt, Bt mow 118
back io business

It k= very much all Sysiems go as we
loak forward o a very busy few
woeks of pdnlf championship grmes
at all levals,

Glon Rovers and Ballygarvan mect
today in Castle Road at 5.30pm in
round three of the SE Svstems Sentor
Champlonship. Temorrow, Sars-
Telds will take on county champlons
Inniscarra in Castle Hoad at 1 pm,
folloveed at 5pm by Muskerry versus
Coureey Rovers.

Om Wednesdny next 1t°s the losers
round replay between St Finbarr's
and Douglas at 7.20pm. This will go
ahead wnder Hghis at Ma Piarsaigh.

On Seplember 21, dhe winners of 5
Finbarr=Douglas will meet Carbery
in round three, On the same day.
thiree of the four quarter-finals will
b down for declsion with the
winners of Muskerry versus Cour-
ey Hovers meeting Killeagh, the
winners hetweon Glen Rovers and
Ballvgarvan facing Ballincollig, and
it's Clowghdus taking on e winnors
of the Sarsfields-Inniscarra third
poned game.

On Sceptember 29, the last of the
guarier-finals will b decided as
Dougles/ St Finbarrs or Carbery
et Milford.,

The SE Svsiems Intermedinte
Championship & down 1o the
quarter-finals and today in Brinny
Clonakilty 1ake on Elve O at 5pim.,

The second quarter-final goos
alead In Bandon at 6.15pm with Car-
tlgaline meeting Aghabullague,
There {5 a section play-off between
mewcestown and Enniskeane today
to determing who goes forwand (o
one semi-final

Fr O0'Meill’s have secured their
place already. agninst Carrigaline or
Aghabullogue, That takes place on
September 22, while the seoomd game
will be Meweoesiown or Enniskeane
versus Clon or Ein: Og,

1 tha SE Sygtoms Junior A Cham-
plonship, (here is one gme remain-
g in Section B with Tracton meet-
ing &t ¥inceni’s tomorrow in Black-
rock at 10.55am and this game will
determine who will gualify from the
section B with Banteer.

Watergrasshill and Ballyhea have
boaked thoir semi-final spots, gual-
ifying from sectlon A, and the last
game will determine who goes
through with Banieer.

The semi-finals will see Baniecer
against Ballyhea and Watergrasshill
meeting St Vincent's or Tracion.

Today in Castle Road at 2.15pm,
the SE Systems Junior C final will be
el between Castlelvons and Ag-
hada, The junior 13-a-side final be

Viwesn Grenash and St Colum's has
vt b0 bep ficedl.

The back door rounds of the minor
champkonship at A B, O, and D were

calstdrown at Wednesdiay nbghts last
board meeting and they are ag fol-
Plows, Ballineollig versus Sarsfields
in Sarsflolds, Carrlgaling will mee
¥Glen Rovers In Carrigaline, with
Mewcestown or Aghabullogue get-
- ting i bye bo the next round.

hamecaming in Fr0'Neill's,

Elall and Mairead with Barra
n.

In the Minor B Championship, Bal-
linhassig will mect Aghada, Douglas
will face St Finbarr's, the amalga-

mated combination of Brian Dl-

boqy'sd S5t Vimeent s will play Killeagh,
In the 8 Systoms Minoe © Cham-

plonship back-door rounds, Cobh re-
colved a byve and will advance to

The Cork intermediate camogie team with Fr 0'Heill players, Cork captain 3arah Ha

(2) and eight-menth-old Rusa Buckley meet Aisling

Z=

round three, The remainder of the
draw will see hal meeting Cist-
lelvons, Clonakilty will travel 1o
Rockbin and Bishopstown sng at
home (o Millstree.

It would be rembiss of us mot to ook
hack on what was a great weekend
for Cork camogie when the inter-

Thompson at Owr Lady's Children’s Hospital, Crum-

Picture: INPHOMorgan Treacy

mediate and senlor teams hrought
home a fantastic double.

The hard work and effort that goes
(nte making days Uke this possible
has to be acknowhedzed.

Itz not easy to Keep & show on the
road and the constant headaches of
fitting in games, ghving players tima

S e

i

ington and Keelagh Cullinane, with their fellow team-mates and the large crowd at

betwesn matches coping with §
juries, fixture chaos and everythi:
else that goes on behind the scen
has to be done in ordet for thie gl
days to be achicved.

A huge well done to the menag
ment, plavers and county board
the superhly well-orpanized machi
they have in place, a happy camp i:
winning camp and it was so obvio
that everybedy worked away in the
oam litkle corner doing their own §
and combined this helps garner s1

0ORS,

The boned and respect that k& the
bebween the players and their cour
beoard was also plain to be seen wh
an Monday night last, as coun
chalirperson Mary MeBwbeney w
calbed tospeak on the South Mall, €
pliayers began to chant; “tere 1S or
ane Mary McSwesney ™,

A nlee touch by the players as
onewhich [ am sare the l;halrmrs..
really sppreciated. It was a tribute
her and her fellow officers for ths
hard work from the players and me
tors had not pome pnmotieed.

An interesting stat, and anoths
first for Cork, is that we are now
first county to win senior; intermes
ate amd minor All-Ireland tikkes in &
SAMIE YT,

Muany have done the senbor/ s
medinie or sepkor miner doable, E
nof the inehle,

Take a bow Pamtle Murray. JoF
Wallace and your respective bac
room teams and pEayers,



Slen seek
tonement
or defeat
0 Milford

m Linda Mellerick

TTH all inter-county games
schind usg, and thankfully no
3]];|Iu3.' this vear, it's back 1o
ill-time club action with
pund three of the senior
hamplonship this weekend
el the replay of 5t Finbarr's
ndl Donglas inround two next
Sednesday,

The weekend’s game's
yrow in with Glen Rovers and
allygarvan this evening.
his the potential to be &
racker. County finalists Glen
uffered a six-point defeat to
filford in fhe first round, bt
hat defeat didn't do justics o
he tighit garme that it was,

They Il surely have learmed
o it realised that it's a G0-
afrute game and go all out to
ratntain a high intensity ap-
roqch for the entine the.

Mallow had to withdraw
rom round two so the Glen
novied into round three wheee
hay face a Ballygarvan side
fiat Iooked a ttke off the padce
i thelr openiag pound, but
arned around to give a blis-
ering display against Valley

ROVETE;

That shawsd Ballygarean's
rue potential, This should be
n open and fast Fame.

County champlons Innisc-
ria, who had a good win over
loughidiiy, are without star
mrward Joanne Casey for the
rear, while Aoife Kavanagh 12
vt with a eruckate injury and
yoth are huge losses.

They'll find the going par-
Heularly tough against a
voung, fast and confident
Garsficlds slde who started
well in their quarter-final 12
months agoe against Milford,
but cotldn®t deal with the
physicality and pace of their
ppponents in the second half,

A vear older, wiser, and
stronger, it'll be interesting to
see how much they've prog-
rassed. You couldn't judge
miuch from thelr opening en-
counter agiatnst Mallow, 5o,
il will bir i gooid test for Sars
and, on thie Rig side, iteonld be
a banana skin for Inniscarra.

Courcey Rovers, with
Snoirse MceCarthy and Linda
Collins in their line-up, face
Muskercy who had a very
good apening round sviclory
over 5t Finbarr's. Again, this
ig & hard one to call which
makes for an interesting wee-
kend of gamees.

Eire Og and Aghabullogue
are in acthon in the intermedi-
ate ¢championship tonight so
that could have an impact for
the divisional side, but then
again when you're on-a roll it
jricentivises and Muskerry
conld be buoved by that first-
round win. If Muskerry are at
full strength, they are posstbly
tipped to take this, but Rovers
are an up and coming side
and, an form, conld advance.

TOMDEY

SE Syslwms Senkyr Champlonship:
E-:l-vll ¥

Glen Balyaran, Caklanad,
5.30pm

. TOMORAGW
SE Syatems Sanior Champlonship: 1=

pisacaren ¥ Sarsiaily, Cagnensaa, 1pm;

ke v Gty Rowon, Chatissoed,

Cats paid price
for negativity

FORGET that I'm from Cork as I write
these next few lines. I'm going to wear
a neuiral hat as [ analyse Kilkenny's

E:rfﬁnnzmu:e last Sumday. 1t gar's
lief how they went about this All-
Iretand final.

If I was from Kilkenny I'd be abso-
lutely fuming at how such talented

players are being stifled by their
current management. This bunch of
players won numerous minor tithes.

Their skilful, stylish, attacking,
goalscoring approach is what won
those titles for them. When they
defeated Cork in the senior final of
M16 they had an attacking style.

Yot they now have a forward line a
pale shadow of what they onot prom-
ised. [ still can't get my aroind
Katie Power at stages being the only
%j{ilkann!.' forward inside the B0-metre

T

At times Cork defenders were look-
ing at each other as if to say, “Which
one of us will take this ball?. There
must surely be unrest in Kilkenny
after Sunday's tactic.

15aid last week that if Kilkenny went
defensive against Cork that Cork
would win the game, but if Kilkenny
played 15 on 15 then 1'd be slightly
worried.

We have no idea had Kilkenny gome
on the attack i they would have beaten
Cork, as tﬂhr:ihad opened up Cork too
would have had far more room to
display thelr flair. It doesn’t matter.
Cork are All Iretand champions.

Why has Ann Dewney and her man-
agement gone down this negative
route? They must greatly respect
Cork's pace and running game while
at the same tdme have no falth in their
own back eight outficld players.

in camogie you will never win a
game with 5o many players behind the
ball, I've no issie with a swesper but
holding 14 players belween your own
ond-line and 65-metee mark, rarely
going inside the -:lganmltmm 457

This 1sn't foothall, you will never
consistently defend, recycle and
achieva on the break.

I don't think there has ever been as
much reaction to a referes’s perform-
ance as there was last Sunday. There
was pler;:i.r of fecdback on secial and

rint media about Eamonn Cassidy

aving an awful game, while some
stated that he refereed within the rules
of the game, He didn't

Forget the odd controversial deck-
ghon. Those happen in every gams and
that's not the focal point here. The
paint s the impact he had oh prevent-
ing a free-Mowing gam,

He failed to allow the advantage
rule. That rile is the most iImportant
onie i Uhe Fale ook inomy opindon.

Honouring that is what allows our
game to Qow. And too many refarecs
o't do i,

Om theee sccasions within the first
five minutes he blew immedlately

wihien @ foul was committed. In two of

those Cork won the free but had
broken avay with the ball
They ﬂtl}_had_pn&se;&!-:-r}_uml ]“E

e o

™

Corlc's Julla White with Collette Dormer and Grace Walsh of Kilkenny at Croke Park last weekend.

Michael 0'Sullivan, Rearden's, with Libby Coppinger, Laura Treacy, Gemma 0'Connor and

Ruife Murray when they called in with the 0Duffy Cup this week.

aut. In the third Orla Cotter had the
ball all alene and he called play back.

1 eould jgo on. That trend continued
for the entire game. Cassidy played a
big part in this game failing to live up
to expectations.

I'm ghadd the stop-start natre of the
game proveked a reaction which may
also provoke a change in certain rules
that will sfop the finkcky discretion of
referees. Rules such as allowing a
*shoulder’.

But unfortunately, as it stands play-
ing rules can only be tabled every
three vears and motions were sub-
mitted for change in Congress X1

A motion to change that rule is the
{lrsk thing that needs to happen, Do we
really have to walt until 20217 Our
atiendances in Croke Park may mot Tall

much as kids still fove the day out, b
they cortainly won't increass, and
television viewership will fall

Crur current plavers need to step up
here and not leave such critical deci-
slons to administrators of the game
who don't typically take an Interest in
aroas Hke this. They aren’t concerned
about the growth of onr game, Maost at-
tendees af Congress are thers with
their own club in mind, The bigger
pleture doesn't coneorn Hhem.

Two Brian Dillon's delegates, wha
are current players, made the effort to
attend Congress this year. They voted
for o “shoulder’ to be allowed.

They were the small minerity in the
room and almost masde (o feel wRcom:
fortable that they would suggest such
an act. Workshops were held nathon-
ally during 2017 in advance of
Congress asking members what thoy

waniod to change.

[ st nled omie of thase workshops in
Mallow and was stunned that. from a
st of 1-10, not one representative
B e O gty (P LT

Pictare: INPHOUTemeny Dicksor

@@You'll never win
a camogie game with
so many players

behind the ball and
no faith in your backs

standard of reforceing as a need fc
changme,

The above asida, | was thrilled i
the Intermediate side, they had gor
throtgh so much heartache. Congrata
[ations to them and their manigeme
toamm airel bo e gallant senber playes
and management, What a greatl wio
konad it wias.

Our County Board must also iak
much eredit for Cork’s snceess. The
have presided over an ineredibly su
cesshiil yoar in 2008,

Reaching two U1 All-Treland final
a minar, intermeliate and sealor Gl
They've presided aver four seni
titles in fAve yoars.

Peaple often criticlse and don't gi
creelit where its due. Yet the work th
thiz small group put in, pespls 1i
pary MeSweeney, Mariag MeCart]
and Sheiln Golden, amongst othos
should be widely acknowladged ol
arpkailed,



_ourcey Rovers 4-15
Auskerry 1-7

TOURCEY ROVERS experi-
mced little diffieulty advane-
ng to the quarter-final of the
3B Systems Senlor champion-
hip as they totally outclassed
Vuskerey in Castle Roacd

From the throw in, the club
side looked the sharper and
wven iF 1t must boe acknowl-
slged that several of e divi-
sbonal team were invoelved in

he SE Systems Intermediate
hampionship the day before,
hov can have no wmplﬂint&

In all sectors, Courceys
were the hetter side and with
he excellent Flona Keatlng
spearheading thelr attack
superbly assisted by the pacey
Linda Colling, Grainne Han-
o and the hard-working Ja-
=inta Collins and Christine
' Medll, they Beld all the aces.

Crowley edged Courceys
o an early lead converting a
15 and Keating signalled she
wag gaing to be a handiul in
he corner when sha blasied
e ball to the net inside three
minukes

Colling and Cliona Healy
swapped points bul Courceys
wore controlling matters and
with Kenting and Collins fir
i over three points babween
them ihey extended thelir lead,

Clara McCarthy got one
bk for the divisional side but
roptinuing to control matters
Grainne Hannon finizshed o
e net at the other endd.

As they confinued to apply
huge pressure Courceys hit
five points without reply to
siratch their lead 2.9 to0-3,

Muzkerry enjoved their
bkiest spell in the closing 10
minibes of the opening half,
Margaret O"Herliby hand-
peissedd to the net and Followed
up with two frees (0 Darrow
the gap.

Un the resumptbon, Keating
reabbed ber second goal and
rom here bo the full-time

whistle Courceys were nevor
Eodng fo be caughi.
Srodpra lod Cou Resaric F Maasng
24, L Coling 1-5, J Crowloy 0:3 (-2 1, B
1 453, (5 Hannon 1-0, G O'hsill -2
Muaskorry: M O velig 13 (0.3 1}, ©
MoCarthy 02, G Haaly 0-2 401 Iy
WI.IM.‘-H" AOVERS: & O'Aallly; W
I:H'!:I'l'llﬂ K Hachang, C Hh!ﬂﬂ'l K
; i, & MMH 0 Teeenoy: J
-'tﬂ'ﬂ":ll'r F Ko “&'ﬂ""
. L
Chiing g

Suba: E Maloaoy loi K Lyseh (b ||| -
Havpes T S Hannon (5308, A Harmon o

C- Hiryos [55), L Collng foe 5 McCarteey
{50, b O Donowan jor A O Reilly (53,
MUSEERRAY: J Mufnh]r nals M
Catler [Aghabullo ':I'I: H:l:'.‘-urlrvr
{dal, AHarms]-: : G Gollirn
[, W l:l-lumn-m Emnnhl.ﬁu-
habifeausd: 5 Mulchinson [Eira Oql, .n
Hiz A [Fakd [Balinon); C Healy
hufloqual, G u:nmr.f fda}. ME
mond (Elng Oy E Muaphy iilarmay), H
Huli';r {Ewn £20), E Tarrant (Aghabil:

lﬂuﬁl MH"{HM {Era |- Jise A&
nnossy v rervling

& Tmrram (41); J :Aumhr.l-

for E Mu 1B, K M Cariiry

o : iy 504 K

mﬂ] for M fihy {ind

Ballygarvan 1-11
Glen Rovers 0-11

A MICHAELA BUCKLEY goal on 52
minutes swung the game in Ballygar-
wan's favour in this SE Svsiems third
round senier championship te with
Glen Rovers.

Glen Rovers 4 strong wind advan-
tage in the first half, and while theyl
rue going in only level at half-time Bal-
Iygarvan too failed to make the el-
ements really eount on the seoreboard
in the seconcd.

Ballygarvan played defensively as

you'd expect In that opening half, leav-
ing the Glen with two free plavers at
ithi back, rvan went into & four

points to one le=ad after elght minutes,

Ballygarvan 'keaper Sarah Ahern
puckouts were really strong. Ellen
O'Regan was causing the Glen prob.
lemis ot midilell, making & numbser of
runs forvward.

Isobelle O Regan, Rebeoca Murphy
and Cliona O'Leary were promineni,
Ballygarvan's inferplay was and
they wera full valine for thelr bead.

The Glen were very jittery, thelr
totich vens ofT, and (hey struggled to
find the rhvthm that their opponents
wore enjoving. SHIL three points from
Denise Luby (0, Nora O"Riordan and
Ashling Wallace had the shies level on
bwenty minutes, and 1t was that way at
b break ot goven points ench.

Ballygarvan kept ene sweeper for
the second half and the Glen woren
spremiing their inslde players enough
& % fo fined space,

Isobelle O'Regan gof Ballygarvan off
the mark again before te Glen Anally
found their stride. Four peints on the
trat, twa excellent ones by Katke Walsh
on the right wing, and the Glen moved
inte an eleven to sight-point lead with
12 minuies remaining.

Cliona O°Leary peinted her fourth
free before the turming point came. A
long Shannan Wynne free high imio the
sijuare was met with swinging hurleys
and it waxs Michaela Buckley who con-
nizcted 1o the not.

Equally as important was her follow

Inniscarra

Buckley goal wins
it for Ballygarvan

Leannme 0'Sullivan, Elml’lmn, h'.al:e Dorney, Ballygarvan in the Cork Senlor Camagle Championship, Round 3 game at at Castle Roas

Mahon.

up point a minute later and Ballygar.
van were in the driving seaf, two points
up but still with seven minutes to go.

The Glen tried everything bui a
strong, confident save by Ahern de-
nied Ashling Wallace with fhree min-
utes remeining and you felt that was
golng to be the Glen's last chance, 1t
Was

Cliona O'Leary wrapped up the vie-

tory with another free on full time and
Balivgarvan celebrated a big scnior
champlonship win.
Scoreve for Balygarvan; & Criisary O-7 L D1
45, M\ Bucidey 1-1, | Ofagan 02, A mﬁfwm
Glan Fovers: [ Luty 04 {1, Hmmshm
02, A Waliace 01, M Orfiordan o

Cflagan, .il.i-ﬁn]rrmlﬂ.li-
Crosdiy, Cﬂ'l.lrr#lhu'plul.ﬁ.l
Sube: C Kachars lor A Crowiey §55). M Moynhan
T 3 J Brady {57

GLEN ROVERS: | OrRiondan; K O Conned, K Fal-
L Callanan; L

Sub T MeCarthy ke K Buchioy {15}
Retoron: John O'Loary (Mallow)

5-12 CAMOGIE

Sarsfields

1-6 m Linda Mellerick

Championship, Reund 3 game,

A POWERFUL display by Innlscarea bliteed a young
Sarsfiokds side in the frest of two senior champion-
shilp games in Castleroad yesterday.

Sarsfieids failed to really put any cohesive moves
togeihor as ihe physical strength and experience of
Inmiscarra proved just ioo much,

Inniscarra showed no effects of losing players the
calibro of Joanne Casey and Aolfe Kavanagh as
Miamh DMlwoerth, back to her best, and Miamh
McCarthy gave a masterful scoring display. With
Entie 0'Mahony outstanding arotnd the middle,
after the initial seven minuwies they thumdered into
the gnme and scores eami fast and Mo

The first of MeCarthy's hoi-trick came o 13 min-

ules whem she gathersd and buarst through a wall of

defenders to hand-pass to the net. Her second was at
the end of & brilllant team move whene Innlscarra’s
high fiekding was outstanding, their passing game
top class ml'uil again MeCarthy with a hand-

A totsch was got to Mixmh Dilworih's pemsalty on thir-

Awo minttes, but §f parried Into the goal and Sars-
Eulm had & mountain to climb at half tme, 348 60 0.

But Sars had ﬁgm!'mm back Emm a similar post-
tion lnst year (o beat [nniscarra by a point.

Thore was noaxch harmaroind this year as apead Ril-
or blow capwe within a minnte of the pestart whon
D-.LIwr-r!h slmﬂﬁ{emur thi hall and her b

"s agnin ot a touch,
MI over the fleld Inniscarra were impressive, thalr

Picture: Jim Coughla

Lauren Callanan, Glen Rovers, Isobelle 0'Regan, Ballygarvan in the Cork Senior (amogs

Picture; Jm Coughlz

Inniscarra blitz inexperienced Sars’ side to claim win

work mabe for the hour very strong, with some gros
defending and blocking all over the Held.

A imposing victory for them on a day when Sars
fields fatled to bring thelr best to the pitch, in pac
diie to [nndscarra's high ntensity performancs,
Scovars lor Inntsconme: M Dikworth 227 [1:31, 1-0pec, N Moy :
o E Muphy 001, K O'Wassny, A DCennar 0-1 sach
Saraficlds: E Fonodl 0 1], L Adon 1-2
IMMESCARAM: 5 Walihe A . . R - A Haane.
mr,nwuw.sm%m%r ma:mw.unhm
A Shestary J Burk, M McCarthy, E burpky

Subs: G Hapne for A Sheahas (47 M Buckisy B¢ A Bukdey (500
O'Connod lor W DlSonhs (57, ing, A& Dineer for K OFkahony (000

SARSFIELDS: B Lynch: J Musphy!, E Laneegss, K Bamy M O Cadtag
E Casay, E Worpiny, C o oCartty, B Ml
m_EFﬂﬂ.Lm Eﬂﬂ-ﬂ

Subs- B CMahony for C Hoband fhg), B o Camey (43, i
K Whatsh for E Lorsroan (), G Ahsens for b uliee {55 ’ﬁu

o W MeCanty [55).
Rederna: Cathal Dgin ((eh Rowdm)



IT'S o long-atanding tradition
that an All-Trefand winning
captain across the GAA land-
scape brings the trophy to his
o1 her native place on the
Tuesday following the final.

The host club pidt out the
weleome mat for their captain
and the rest of the squad Wik
make the journey as well

Last Tuesday night the Fr
O Meill's club in east Cork hisd
the opportunity to welcome
thelr own-Sarah Harringion
and her team-mates to thelr
compbex in Ahavine and it was
a joyouns occasion for all

Another member of the
club, Keclagh Cullinang, was
also on the squmd and she (oo
was welcomaed back with open

pArms to the proud east Cork
club 1ast Tubsday.

Lazi Sunday’s win over
Down signposted the way for
the senbor team to retaln their
title at Kilkennmy's expense,
making i1 a day of great joy for
all Cork camogie followers.

The intermediate team’s
vietory was @ cage of third
time lncky, having lost the last
o finals to Meath and Kil-
lenny. ;

“Talose in A replay to Meath
last season and to Rilkenny
the vear before was heart-
breaking, but wa will put that
behind ws now and focus on
this vear."” Sarah said inan in-
terview before last Sunday’s
decider.

They certainly did that and
she lod by example all the way
as Cork clinched the title and
in doing so further embel-
fkshied the state of the game 1n
tlse county.

The Cork captain comes
from a strong GAA back-
ground with her mother amd
father stesped in the game as
are the rest of her famiby,

Har brother Daniel Har-
rington 1% a key member of the
(' iaill’s team now bidding for
Cork County PIHC honours

while another brother, Shane,
also lines out with the club.

Her sister Kate was also a
plaver of renown, but injury
has curialled her career
though she continues fo be a
sotirce of grest Inspiration.

For the FrO Nelll®s duo thiat
swere involved i Croke Park
last Sunday, it was very much
ja case of following in the foot-
steps of some of the greatest

Cork camogie players of all

time, fallow club members

jMags Finn and Fiona O'Dris-
enll

4 The big night in the club
“tegan with Pairick MeCarthy
from the Youghal Pipe Band
leading the girls on to the

Paddy and Florrie Cullinane, parents of Keelagh Cullinane, with Sarsh
Harrington, and her parents Nora and Thomas Harringten at the home-
coming for the Cork intermediate camogie team at Fr 0'Neill's club.

Fr O'Neill's Cork stars
get a hero's welcome
on their home turf

GAA
= John Horgan

pitch where a hupge crowd had
gathered.

A guard of honour was pro-
vided by the younger
memnbers of the club who will
surely hope to follew in their
{Hugteions footsteps as the
wears go by, ;

Ann Marle Griffin, chair-
person Fr O"MNeill's camogle,
weleamed Sarah, Kealagh,
and the Cork team along with
Mary McSweeney, chairper-
gon of the Cork Camogie
Boeard, Sheila Golden, vice-
chalrperson, and Marion
MeCarthy, treasurer, o the
homecaming.

They saluted all the girls for
their wonderful achievement
and, in particalar, the two
lzcal heroes ;

“It was a huge occasion for
our club and we were delight-
ed todbe able to salute the two
girls who did us so proud,
Ann Marie told the Echa.

“Mearly the entire Cork
panel came down a with Barak
and Heelagh and that was
really approciatid.

“We g0l great support (oo
from the other camogie clubs
in east Cork on the night and a
few of the Fr ('Mellls hurlers
were there too, Deocke Dalten,
Ger Millerick and others:

“Our club is 41 years old
thiz vear amd we have now got
00 memieers playing camogie.

=“Sarah and Keelagh o}
look up to Mags and Fiona
when they were growing up,
now the youngsaters will be
looking up to them and trying
to emulate their achievement.

“It was a great Sunday in
Croke Park and when you
have two of your own players
invalved, 1t really adds to the

whole thing. We are really
proud of them."

Also present in Ahavine
were Bridie Finn and Joan
O'Driscoll, honorary presi-
dents Fr O°'Neill's Camogie
Club, Margaret Hyde, presi-
dent Fr O'Neill’s Camogie
Club, Michael Hegarty, chair-
man Fr 0'Neill's GAA Club,
and Aldan Healy, chalrman
Ballymacoda/Ladysbridge
Community Council,

Presentations were madi b
Sarah and Keelagh by former
club and county players.
Fiona O'Driscall and Mags
Finmn,

Afterwards, the players
signed autographs and posed

for phoetes and selfies with
their large keghon of fans

‘Doudlas

CAMDGIE
# Linda Mellerick

Douglas 1-14

St Finbarr's 1-12

DOUGLAS advanced to-the

third round of the SE Systems

Fenlor Camogie Champion-

ship after a pulsating game

with St Finbarr's in Na Plar-
salgh's last night.
in & game which ebbed and
Mowed from start to finish,
Douglas managed to kesp
their nose in front. On 51 min-
iites, just a point separated the
sides but two briliiant Katring
Mackey points, one from play,
saw them elaim the win
it looked as if Douglas
wiokllel berini to pull away after
Julia White goaled entering
the final quarter to put five be-
tween the sides but from the
puck-out 5t Finbarr's won a
free and Keeva MoCarthy fin-
ished to the net to make it
Bame on again.
5t Finbarr's piled on the
pressure, but Douglas's de-
fence were excellent, mar-
shalled by the brilliant Pame-
la Mackey but equally sup-
ported by Emma Kavanagh
and Miamb Ni Chuanachaln.

Donglas seemed to find it
easier to gt scores, Alsling
O°Brien getting them off the
mark with two well-taken
points. With Katrina Mackoy!
in scintillating form they
pushed into 2 0-5 to 0-3 lead 141
minirtes in.

The quality of scores taken
from both sides was superb.
The accuracy of Keeva
MeCarthy ensured the mini-
mum was the gap at the break,
Daiglas leading by one,

It was edge of your seat staff
for the second half with the
ball ferociously fought for,
The Mackevs and Gemima
O'Connor were just top class
but ¢lub players froem bath
sides were brilliant, Acife
OFNaill, Meabh Cahalang and
Lynda 0°Connell for 5t Fin-
barr's, Dooglas's full-back
line, Julia White, Eimear
MceAndrew and Chloe Mason
working their socks off.

The injured Eimear Ryan
was a msi;_;hdﬁ mh“-;;ﬁdm She
wis mi as f maril
refied on MoCarthy and -D‘Gm‘il:
nor for scores. Wille Katrina
did the majority of the scoring
for Douglas, her forward feam-
mates were winning good pos-
session and creating them.

MNothing was left on the
pitch by both skdes, In a grip-
ping encounter, ane of the best
of the champlenship to date,

Sroners for & I ey -0 02
I} Wit 1-1, A O8den 0-2. K Hollard
P Mackey 0-1 gach.

51 Finbarr's: K 17 o 1, 01

45}, @ OConsar 0.2, A Shannaon, ©
Koasng, G Cabalens 0-1 gach
COUGLAT: .J Kmwanaghc 5 Mulroonay,
Hrﬁﬁ-umuh.st.m_ F :
P Mackay, A Curtin; M Mulrocmry, E
MoAndeow: F Sheshan, K Mackey, G|
Mason: K Holand, A OrBron, J 'Whise
Bubs J O'sabony o © Mason [55).

ST FINBARRA'S: E Hurldy': & Punch, A
Egan. & 0Nl R Fion, G O'Conngs, L
ﬂtﬂﬂ:ﬂ: Aﬂmnngw. M Cahulana] B
Diden, K MeCarhy, C Ayan; C Saegant,
IE Brirvemre Ayan, A Mysrs. WF
Subas G Kialeg do A Firn (10, ingl, @
Cahafana lor E Browns Ryan (45 i
Reteree; Jotv Hougan [Gleann ra Lo,

Sepr. 2018

ROFFICIAL SPONTE

Liberty Insurance

All-Ireland Senio
Championshig

Top Score

Cait Devane {Tippe;ar;;]i 4-40153)]

— ;

Beth Carton [Etfaterfcir_]., g9 )
[

Carrie Dolan (Galway) 1-33 (36)
r—

Niamn Mulcahy (Limerick) 034 (34)

g ————
J Siobhdn Flannery (Offaly) 519 (34)

y
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Senior Championship is really starting to hot up

WE'RE down 10 the 1ast nine of the
SI!I'-_ Systems Cork Senbor Champion-
ship
Bally garvan, Ballincollig, Inniscar-
ra, Cloughduy, Killeagh, Couresy
Rovers and Milford are all' at quarter-
final stape whils Doviglas and Carbery
{ace off in round three to see whio will
pivance to ke up the st quardor-
{inal spot. The Douglas and Carbery
ﬁmha week hehind sehednbe due o
second round draw betwesn Doug-
Ins and 5t Finbarr's, the sutcome of
;Tlrh md}s{emﬂmd ﬁ{ﬂ'r‘r‘eﬂm'ﬁ-
ﬁlﬂ'ﬂ.lﬂ. & i (e =N
Champions Inniscarra went the

direct route to this quarter-final de-
feating Clonghduy in rodnd one amd
Sarsficlds. They face Cloughdiay
mgaln on Saturday after Clonghday
had & one-palnt vicbory over St Ca-
therine’s in round fwo,

et three pobnts separnted the sldes
in poind one, 011 80 08 With a 1ot
nxae, work done in both camips sinee,
except this game to be higher scoring
and a faster pace, Inniscarra have
plivsical strength up front In Mlansh
Dilworth and Minmh MeCarthy and
thiz was o key factor in their third-
rodingl victhory over Sars last weekemb

Clonighduv's work ethic has been

m Linda Mellerick

hugely impressive to date bt Ine
niscarra alss gave a solbd our's per-
formance seven days ago, Expect
both =ides to wear thelr heart on
their sleeve and batile it oui.

Ballygdevan and Ballinsollie kick
of the weekend’s actbon, Ballygar-
van had a much-vaiuesl win over
Glen Rovers after losing their open-
ing rond o Carbery.

Ballincollig went the dirsct roula

but only alter a first-round reply
win over Dounglas, They recalved a
bye to the guarter-final which
maians they haven't played Ina
number of weeks anel JI1 could fake
them timson Saturday to get back to
championshin pace.

Confkience will be high in Cour-
cey Rovers aftor o resounding vic-
lm'ir' over Muskerry last woeekend.
Eilleaph toos haven't had @ game in
two months, They Impressed in
thelr apener with Valloy Rovers bt
with Valbey being senbor detaatanis
it's cliffiealt fo cletermlme i Eilloaph
b cimmd theke moke,

To round off the weekend's senjor
s, Donglas ot Carbery, whoon
paper havea vory strong beam, How
the divislonal skie cope with th iy
namic Mackey's will be key. Douglas
have again found their club work
othic on the pitch which has becn
missing for-a while, Newcostown aro
in intermediate semi-final petion on
Saturday so this will impact Carbery.

TOMOMAOW,
Blatygaran v Balkncodsy. Casbarcad, Zpme in.
resCaeTd v Closghciuy, Casbernad, Spmc
SUNOAY
G Rowars w M Cantaioyd, Fpem;
nm?vcummuwm' , ifm JigonM



Why Cotter delivered when it cnunlell them

BYDARRAGH O CONCHUIR

SELFLESSMESS i o common
therme in most ieams that win
habiually mrd the Codk Camodgio
sauad basking in the glow of be-
ing Liborty bnesrance All-lrsland
Sandor Camogie champions this
wikeh cannc claim poclushdly on il

indeed tha outl they defanbed
bry &n injury-time point fes thi seo
ond ConBRCUAe YOOF POES0SS0s
B rmber of players wiling bo lake
oy fhias role askosd of tham, whathar
it i thankless, a8 was the cass with
Fialie: Powor regularly batiling thies
Cork dedendars 8 full-forsmand,
af il borces thasm 1o rein in thoir
natural inclination to release 1ho
shackios, as has bean e siony o
cantie-back Anne Dallon in necenl
yaars, bud who added bo her phe-
ficersanal calnlogues of Excalnsg
with anothar colossal showing.

dnd theny boast plenty of opar-
aices like Maighan Farrall, who as
usuml, put her nose o the gind-
stone, trowing herseif inlo gvery
ball, eschenving personal salety
for has oA,

i a very prominent theme aof
iha Cork set-up though, In conks
vidEalion & couple of weeks ago,
team copch emphasised haw ime
pedtant i was, and haow he wolkd
ngwar foous on his sister Agit
bairyy capbain and possibly Bing

the O'Cutty Cup, which she did

iwe cmys afine har 3500 Birihay
Yizs, Ehis hapgening, with broihers
Paudie (manager) and Damisn
{legEetics) irmvplad wis nico for
L famdy D il would aswigs Do
Mrmmmﬂmdn'wu

happy 10 ol 1o maks leammabes
book bedter than her,

Whin Jenny O'Leary rotined,
ihi tall 51 Catharine's player ook
et the placed ball duthes and

Trom tha Shkdows in
wihath sha had beaan mora o
cparata s a resull. Tha sconng
raburms wiend throwgh th rood and
this increased profile made us
it her gonerad play man o
ihis clnssy kasuches, ha workrabe,
the clover passing.

Romaemisar that it was Coblor
whi tha parfiect stick pass
1o Gesrima OrConnor bor that ou-
ragesus equalising point in last

yanr's decider, with bwg seconds ¢

of requlation tiré ramaining. Shs
is one of the most accurase shool-
ors in Camogie but thal was ihe
betier Dol

A bl vl st in e oon-
trowersy ower whother or not she
should have had the tnes fFom
which she siruck the wanner from
had eh-land sida, close 10 G0m
o, wars 1o two roll s and In tha
same motion of aach one, the s5in

hrh'ﬂ.ha- Collins and Laura Treacy celebrato after the Rebels elsimed the county's secand All Ireland camagle tithe Inas many years

oy, B was sublime gkl in tho
macistrom of battle, bodiss and
hiithénys craeshing inbo one anothee.
Tha aniy 1ime she put hersel
{irgl was whion choosing 1o Qo on
iy e o gotling marhad
b Mark in Meny: 1L was a draam irip
thatl meanl she missed raning
and tha star of the Champion-
ship. in maore 1han B decads o5 a
Coseh pliryes, shis had rives Boen
vy despio as o leachern, having
three maniths holdays. “You anly,
hopafully, got marmked onco S0 Wi
juesd s wen'd dho i, she sald in an
irtendew st month.

Cobier was back in tha fold by ¥oR7

thi lirme shi calabrabed has 300h
bty b July bt theane has boan
rie shpping i standards. In iruth,
sha looks 1o be gatling batbor.

*Owla Cobed's freelaking was
immensa today™ said an appre-
ciabe Pawdie Muray, ©| think cne
ked shao has missed in tha whola
Chamgpionzhip, which says it all
galhy.”

Favin Murrey spoke a fow
waiks g0 aboul th work h has
dana with Cotles, abaut not mess-
ing with the comglelely Individual
style sha has, almast genullecting
as the lef knbe bends, left hand
ower fight & la Jop Daane as &
baft-handed playes thal loeks mode
comionable siriking off her right.
He waried {0 give her a procoss
though, and ensue that @ wolkd

Fcebet g rechesr rmeeeniiad aind plhysteal
RS,

| genedalty ty not 1o change
MWMIMIWWM
5 ko sung Thiy s & routing”
ik cosich ssplained, *T'va waorked
| with Ok Cotber, doven Lo tim-
mmwtmwhuﬁ:

» 0 BuBding up baSaking a

fram khee mirrube we recahee & frea.
WV JLIST put i rostnes That its very
zalid, I she gees past ihal routing,
she's =mar enough i shep iy

and resed again, 15 that sort of

COMpoaUng.
"Sha has her own stylo and ks
et hangig Ut
T ol e
vy functional. It's 8 unique shyle,
I3 wary etactivg, she has a rooting
and $he's vory mesculous, | know
wihi ' cealing wah. | can under-
stand what Orla is like in the wary
sho bkea 10 set up. | just tweak a
Tew thngs 1o got her more cond-
dor in what diing.

*1 woald think that her num-
e & pretty high in relation to
har parcentages and iharedoes
than, wian she's
confident in her routine, my job
in fraining is 1o pressurisa that
confidencea.”

T

"lh

wihan from whire sho stoed

mnu'hmf'




Eork captaln Acdie Murray Uits the 0'Duily Cup
foliowing the Liberty Insurance ALl-braland Senlor
Camaogle Champlenship Final match betwesn Cork

and Kilkonmy ai Croke Pack in Dubiin
Fhate by Ploras O Midhesch | Spartsiile

L — - . ' . 3 ﬂﬂrﬁm Moville, Mo b
mmhnuuﬂmnﬂlrmgﬂmmeHﬁnmm-nﬂ winning the Liberty Insurance All-retand Intermediate Camogie Ehlﬂmhﬂihlll Finalin Croke Park. BEL Phatos by INPHO

Chaaimh ceishrate after the gams.
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® Mary Newman

THE underape champlonships have
continued to be the focal points for
mast elubs in the last fow weeks,

Fremier

in the cpening rounds of games,
Ballinora got the upper hand on
Charleville, Eire Og proved too
strong for Blackrock, and Aghabul-
Jogrue had §o0 much for Ballygaran.

Sarsfields were much too strong
for Inniscarra, while the clash be-
tween Enniskeane and Glen Rovers
was chote with Enniskenans edging it
with a peint to spana.

The losers from round one plus
Eilbrittain/Timoleague, who reogiv-
o a bye in round one, went into the
hat and will now meet in round e,

It will be an all-city clash when
Plackrock travel o Glen Rovers to-
mspriow (Spmd in Glen Rovers. -

' Chardeville are down to meet Bal-
Iygarvan, whils Inniscarom got thelr
feampalgn back on trivck as they over-
came Kilbrittain Timoleague,

In the gquarter-finals, Ballinora
will meot Blackrock or Glen Rovers,
‘Rire O will take on Inniscarea, Sars-
fiolkds will meet Charleville or Ballvg-
arvan, and Ennizkeane meet Agha-
buallogiie,

s A

in the U6 A& champlonship open-
i rounds, Ballinascarthy overcame
Valley Rovers, Kilbree gof the upper
hamal on Killexgh, and Aghada wore
too strong for Ballinoodlig.

Fr O'Meill’s defeated Tracion,
while Casthelvons and Cobh finished
level in o high scoring game, 314 10 6
&, and in the roplay It was Coblh that
came ouf on top, 58 to 26

Youghal defeated the combination
side of Milford Ballvhea and 5 Fin-
tarr's defeated Newcestown,

In the round two clashes, Killeagh
recoived a bye and Trocton got back
on track with a win over Castlelyons,
Valley Bovers and Ballincollig fin-
ished hovel 2-10 to 44 and with the re-
play tomarrow at §pm in Brinny,
Mewcestown had a win over Milford/
Ballyhesa.

Round three had Kilbree heading
o Tracton (omorrow (11.30am) for o
clash with the home side, 5t Fin-
barr's will play either Yalley Bovers
or Ballincollig, and Killeagh will
travel o Mewrestown.

Balllnascarthy, Aghada, Fr
0" Hedll's, Cobh and Youghal plus the
winners for ithe round three games
o forward o the quenrtor-finals.

uis B

Sixteon toams wero in action in the
LITG IF chinmpionship opening rounds,
Lastlemartyr got their campaign off
tio i jpond start as they hosted Banteer
and ran ont-winners, Sliabh Huoa

jproved too strong for Blarney, Tn.
nizcaren's second team had a 1-5 fa
3 win over Douglns, and Courcey
i"':i.l-'lu'l:‘t'u- got the wpper hand on Mal-
LW,
Rocklxdn and Midleton played ot
p thritler as Rockban held firm to
edge i1, 3-8 16 3-7. Na Piarsaigh
Fl:l'n‘h"ﬁ“ﬂ!l.[ to Rishopatown and aver-
camoe tho home glebe, St Catherine's
defeatod Clonakilty, And Cloughdiiv
overcane Carrigaline.

Young supporters were delighted to welcome Cork camaogie players

HAll-Ireland cups to Gaekscoi Mbuscral an Bhlarma.

In round two, Donglas had a win
over Blarney, Mallew won by a peink,
18 bt 09, at Midleton's exponse,
while Banteer didn't field against
Rishopstown,

115 down to round three where
Castlemartyr will travel to meot
Bishopstown, Mallow head (o Innisc-
area to meet thele 2econd team to-
marrow (5pm), Douglaz are down (o
mieet Rockbdn and Na Plarsaigh will
travel to Carrigaline, The winners of
these game will go forward to the
quarter-finals where Courcey
Rovers, S5t Cathorine's, Sliabh Rua
and Cloughduiv await.

MG

Sixtesn beams were to contest the
U6 ¢ championship, but wiih three
'ill-:'ms failing to feld it was down fo

Little divided Erin's Own and Bal-
Hinhassig all through an exciting
game, bt at the final whistle it was
Erin’s Own who led 4-B 10 4-7, Dun-
gourney were oo strong for Water-

shill, Nemo Rangers and Laochra

g enjoyed an excellent batile with
Memo Bangers, advancing on o 3-3 to
-5 aooreline,

Bauttevant hosted Kilworih and ran
otk &5 to 1-4 winners, 5t Colum's,
Bareyroe, and Brian Dillon's nd-
vanced nfter walkovers from Gren-
agh, S1 Fanahan's and 5t Vincent's

wiho el not Tebd.

Ty round two Kilworth and Laoch-
i O recebved byes to round three,
while Watergrashill overcame Bal-
linhaszlg.

In round three, Kilworth are to
meitt St Colum's, Barryroe will nveet
Watergrashill tomorrow at 12.30pm
and Brian Ddilon's will face Laocchra
Qg on Wednesday at 6.30pm at home.

The winmsers from round three will
join Erin's Own, Dungourney, Memo
Rangers, Buttevant, and Millstreet in
the quarter-finals.

Uia A

In U114 A champicnship Inniscarra
defeated Tracton, Sarsfields over-
came Youghal, Eire O were top
strong for Ballygarvan and Aghabul-
bogue edged it inca tght contest with
Kiltiree,

1'% down to the semi-finals and on
toemorrow in Ovens at 4pm, Sars-
ficlds will meet Eire Og and on Sept
0 §i's Innizcarra versus Aghabul-
logue in Aghabullogue at 13pm,

U4 g

In the Ui4 B rlmmgelunship. 26
teams batthed it out in the first round
lelblale R

Clomakitty had a &4 to 2-2 victory
over Cork DMvision 2 Féile winners
Rockhdin while Sarsficlds’ second
teaun had a 4-3 to 22 viclory over
Milistreet.

L= ':I.F.._'_-,_.__.'_:_'_q ...'.
Sheehan, senior team, Emily Buckley,

Cracking games at
all underage |

Aghadn signalied their intent in
this championship with a 7-6 16 0-2
vietory over Kilbrittain/ Timoleaguae
anld Mallow were oo strong for

There were plenty of goals in the
BallyheasMilford versus Blarney
game, 14 in fotal, as Blarney got the
upper hand in an exciting contest
which ebbed and flowed all through
A= play swaing from end to end.

Bishopstown had a victory over
Castlemartyr and Fr O'Neill's de-
feated Douglas, Courcey Rovers
travelled to Carrigaline and camo
away with a win, Blackrock were oo
strong for Castlelyons, Cobh de-
feated MNa Plarsaigh white Midleton
hoeted Rallinascarthy and secured &
win on hame grouncd.

Glen Rovers overcame Newces-
town, Cloughduy travelled to Charle-
yille and came avway with a 'lfrin

Asin the A grade, one bosing team
pot @ bye to rosnd three and it is Bal-
Ivheas Milford were the team drawn
for this, the other 12 teams wien o 1o
{hie lasers rounds and resulted as fol-
lcws.

Rockban got the apper hand on
Millsteet, Castlemartyr defeaed
Douglas, Killeagh overcame Castle-
Ivons, and Ballinascarthy defeated
Carrigaline.

Kilbrittain/Timaleague boat
neighbours Newecestown and Na

evels

intermediate team and Orla Cremen, minor team with th

Pictere: David Kea

Piarsaigh had a victory over Char
ville,

iz winners from the losers row
plas Ballyhea Milford plus ane tis
from the winners, which was Blac
rock; made up eight teams who w
play in the next round of four gaims

The winners from the four gam
plus the 12 first round winners ma
up the 16 teams whi that contest
the nexi rofndd,

Ballyhea/Milford defeated Kilbe
tain/Timoleague, Rockban ove
came Killeagh, Blackrock defieat
Ballinascarthy, and Castlemart
overciume Ma Farsaigh

On to round three and a win £
Midleton over MilfordBallyhe
Rockbdn overcame Courcey Koves
Fr O'Nelll’s overcame Glen Rove
Bishopstown got the belter
Clonghduy, Castlamartyr defeat
Ma Pinrsaigh.

The quarter finals saw Midlets
record @ 246 o 1-5 victory over Rac
bamr, Clonmkilty had a 4-6 10 20w
over Bishopstown, Aghada knock:
att FrO°'keill’z 4-11 io 4-2, ancd Biac
rock defoated Gastlemartyvr bfito &

The semi-final palrings are Mid
tan verses Clonakilty and Aghi
versns Elackrock this goes ahead
Aphada on September 30 at Gpm,



Srainne
Jrives
_astleqirs
0 victory

astlelyons
ghada 0-5

AVING experienced
parthreak on a number of
ceaslons, Castielyons fin-
11y got to reap the

[ their hard work as they
aptured the SE Svstems
ulgliu-r C Championship
L (=5

They overcimne a Young
ghada side at Castle Hoad
 an entertaining game

[t's'a huge fribuie to Ag-
ada to have renched the de-
fder and their efforts in
hefr bid to capture the
rown tst be appladed
% they battled to the final
histle.

n the day, they met a
ary determined Castle-
vons shde who d‘u%ﬁeep to
arve ont a splendid win,

There ware many heroes
wver the hour and many
vho contributed enor-
pously to the victory, but
irdiinne McCarthy was
amed Erening Eche Plaver
v the Maich following &
plendid display.

She contributed 1-5 of the
rastielyons’ tally, and 1-3
ar that wis from play.

Castlalyons set the foun-
Jations for wictory in the
ypening 30 minutes and
hey bed at the interval 1-7 to
-3 with MeCarthy, Megan
yetulty, Melissa O'Sulll-
sin and Afbhinn O Sullivan
all to the fore.

Aghada staved in touch
with All Smith and Alne
MeGrath battling hard and
they staved In toaching dis-
tance to the short whistle,

On the resnmption,
MeCarthy was very much
the driving force as side
made the final push for
home.

Aphada battled hard buot
it was an overall biam effort
and a huge desire (o win
that saw Castlelyons finally
achieved their dream in tak-
ing the Junior C champlon-
ship erown.

Apghada have made huge
strices in regching the Jun-
for © finil In just their sec-
ond year playing at adalt
level and they can look
ahead with huge confi-
denos.
Euntlr|1rraﬂqﬁtlﬂllfﬁﬁl!='3'l
uq;u.m: , M MRty G- 2,
1I‘-|!-.:h1l:l'1. OFSulivan, A OFGullsan -
Aghada: A Smith 0-3 {0-2 1], &
MoGmih, ER Boytan T} 01 each,
CAETLELYOMS: A OrBrigec b Hast-
eatl, M Barmy, 5 O'Sullsan; G OFhyn

: Shanna-

O Soilevan, G WeCarthy
i, A = bl My, A O Sl

Groasrey,
wan, M Weluny: @ MeCarhy, £
Poavar, M McGarthy.
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Guba: | Faracn bor I Power, M Daly
ficr W Wuepitry, L s D for 510F Sl

Camoge

THE Cork senior club champlonship
lpoks to be wide-open, based on the
quarter-final pairings down for this
weekend :

[ imagine there's going to be an
adhded bite to today's and tomarrow’s
games, because all of the remainin
teams will feel they have a chance
the title.

diilford and Innlscarra are stifl
there, the two clubs that have shared
the cup between them over the past six
SEASONE

Were there any surprises so far? Yes,

5t Catherine’s bowing out after
round 2, after two defeats by a single
point, was tough. Both winning points,
by Courcey Rovers and Cloughduy,
were seored in injury time and {fom
frees, which 1 felt were hard calls,

A point from a Jacinta Crowley free,
two minutes inte injury time, gave
Courcey Rovers the tightest of victori-
&5 over St Catherine's, in an enthral-
ling first-round tie. Level five times
from thie Z7th minute, it looked as if the
game would head to extra-time.

It's what the crowd appeared to
want, based on the silence that greeted
the final whistle

Against Clonghduw, St Catherine's
can have no complaints. They didn't
play at their best, because of an ex-
tremely determined Cloughduy, who
hattled intensely for every ball.

Last vear's county finalists, Glen
Rovers, lost to Ballygarvan in round
three and that was also a 5urﬁlrlw.
Though that game was never going to
be easy, one would have & el Glen
to advance, particalarly after impres-
sive periods of play against Milford, in
their opening game.

1 think Glen Rovers' failure to push
ug the feld kn the first-half, with the
aid of a very strong wind, provided the
hasts for their defeat. By the 11th min.
ute, gealkeeper Sarah Aherne had
comfortably cleared ber line three
times, undar no pressaee.

But you must ghve credit to Ballygar-
van, who thundered out of the Mocks
against the wind and battled right
through, particularly when thres
points down, in the 53rd mine,

Obviously, teams get stronger the

mone into & championship they prog:
ress,
Sarsfields caught Inniscarra last
year, by a poind, in the opening round.
Mo such result last weekend, In round
three, whers the county champlons
pressed home thedr status,

Courcey Rovers continued their
pood scoring run, against a weak Mus-
kerry side. They've clocked up 7-26
from two games amd whatever about
the divistonal side, seoring 14 against
St Catherine's wis a very good returm.

1t"s towgh on those who received a
‘bye” into the gquarter-finals-This s
going to be like a first round all over
again and that could cakch some

teamis.

Bailincollig, Killengh, Milford, and
Carbery haven't plaved since July.
You'd expoct Douglas to he the shar-
pest, when they face Carbery, after a
titanic batthe with 5t Finbarr’s on Wed-

Road. Picture: Gavin Browne

Sinead ﬁhr,ﬁhﬁ.m&ﬁ:.ﬁrﬂﬁ lsobelle 0'Regan, Ballrgm Picture: Jim Coughlan

nesday last. | don't believe i1 affect
them tep much and they' 1l be bozzing

after that neiE,
It's rlif]h:ult for divislonal sides

when thelr intermediate playors arce
still involved with their own club and
when the games are 8o close 1o each
ather. -

Meowcsstown play Bire Og today in
ihe intermediate champlonship semi-
final, Shx Mewoostown playors took to
the field for Charbery s opener agalns]
Ballygarvan.,

Apart from theed legs, depending on
today’s resalt, thelr enthusiasm for a
senior championship match temorrow
may ot be where it should be,

Expect both Inniscarrs and Clough.

All of last-eight
can win the title

duy to leave everything on the field
today. These are two loams with a
wreat work ethic, so space will be tight
anid hooking and blocking, one of the
beautiful sights In a match, will be
plentiful,

Ballincolllg are very experienced,
and with Linda Dorgan back in the
side, they will be a tough test for Bal-
Ivgarvan. Bul in the quarter-final of
any championship, would you expect
any loss? h

Eilleagh will have their hands full
with Courcey Rovers, But with Han-
nah Locney, Chles Sigerson, Laura
Treacy, Minmh MNi Chaoimh and Jessi-
ca O'Shoea, Killeagh codld prove a
hamilul in this championship, Will to-

|
-

Douglas’s Chelsea Moonan and St Finbar's Gillian Fitzgerald, in action in the SE Systems Cork Camogie Senlor Championship, at Castle

@@ Milford and
Inniscarra are still
there, the two clubs
that have shared the
cup between them
over the past six
seasons

morrow boe the time? It could be a
cracker.

BE Systoms Senlor Champlonship Aound 12
Inripcara 01 1 Gloughdur 08, Ballincodlig 2-14
Dougias 1:17 (AET); Balncodig 3-8 Doughes 0-5
fraplay); Carbery 013 Ballygiervan 0-11; SarcSelds.
16-0 Mallow O-4; Killzagh 4-22 Valliy Rosses 05
Wuskiiry 3-14 51 Finbars 249, Misloed 216 Glan
Reorwmts 0-16; Courcoy Povem 354 51 Calhassrr's -
[

Rewnd 2! Ballygarsan 2-21 Vislley Rovers 023; Glon
Pl Mallos (waleowsr b Glon : Clough-
oy 20 51 G 011 Dougles 2:7 51 Fin
Buet's 0-12; Douglas 1-14 5 Finbars's 112 (repiegh
Humﬂj:w 1:11 Glen Awors 0115 o
niscanm 512 3 1- Countay R £15
Wugksrry §-7; Douglas-Cartany
mﬂ:ﬂmmr\nu Clougheduy, Bty
s v Bl el W ooy HEI'MI.:-D-:I;E
Lo o Cawbaany v uu:i[lﬂ
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nniscarra
loughduv

{OLDERS Inniscarra advanced to the last
pur and Kept their bid for a three- in-p-row
live when thoy overcame neighbours
Joughduw in the SE Systems Senior Charn:
ionship quarter- final in Castle Road on Sat-
rday,

Despite what the scoreline suggests, the
obders didn't have things all their own way
i, indeed, were made fight hard for every
sall by a Cloughduv side thak got the worst
ossible 2tarl when they conceded a soft
pening poel

Cloughduy played with an extra player at
he hiack and this sulted Inniscarra as their
pponents, with the aid of the wind in the
irst hall, had plenty of possession but found
hemaelves battling against an exira player
n thelr bid for scores,

Cloughdny had Brisge Corkery at centre-
ek, and well capable of holding the line,
i they didn't need the extra defender,. Had
hey pushed forward more, they may have
soen closer at halftime when tralling 1-6 £ 0-
1.

Innisearra got the perfect start when Elben
Vurphy's long range shol was handled well,
vt alipped from Aoife Murray's hand and
wver the line for the game's opening scors.

Cloughduy gat off the mark after Ciara
(Leary's shot for goal hit the crosshar andd
hevineedd back into play, forcing Inniscarra to
congh up a 45 which Niamh O°Leary con-
vertod P

As the teams traded points, Inniscarra
kept their noses in front, and with Nikmh
Dilworth unerring from four frees and a 45,
amd Katie O Mahony adiding a point, Innisc-
arra held o six- pokod interval lesd, but with
Cloughduy applying a kot of pressume arcund
poal, the Inniscarea defence certainly were
not Bdle in the opentng hall,

Throughout the second half, Inniscarra
e fust tleat bt smearter and guicker to the
hall, They added to their tally with thres
points while Suzanne Bateman had ome in
I:u'.-l'niwn for a Clonghduy sides who battled
il

As the game entered the final quarter, it
was 1-8 to 0-5 and, upping the tempo, [nnlsc-
arra closed the the out with Claidia Reane,
Miamh MeCarthy, and Dilworth fnding the
range bofore Miamh O Leary had a late
Cloughduy point,

Inniscarra now mest Ballipcolllg in the
semib-final next weekened
Geosors for Inslscarra: N Ddwori -8 [0-50, 0-1 45, B
Wurptry §-0, M McMeCarthy 0-2, K O'Mahany, C Keans, R
Ko 0-1 gach
Cloughshne: 5 Bateenan 03 N OLeacy 0-3 (0-143],
INMISCARTA: 5 Waish Backdoy AD (RO
Mahasy, B Buckioy, R Keane: G Koane, N Ddworth, T
McMoCartny {o); J Bukn, H MoCartiy, E Murphy.,

Sub'e: A D'Connod tor E Muiphy (51), O Heffarns fo &

CrAegan [B5), A Dineen for A ]

CLOWEHDUY: A Murewy A Corary, N McCarhy, b Teg-

o &bt oo o i
el 3 . : ’ ;

mﬂmw. S Mataman iy

Sub’a: A Rynn for A Hurley (44), A Buchkioy for M Twomary

155, A Temmary lor C Oflaasy 500

Feed: Caihal Mc Alistr [Aghada)

B In the SE Systems Intermediate Cham-
pionship semi-finals, played on Saturday,
Eire Og and Aghabullogue set up and all Mid-
Cork final when they overcame Mewcestowmn
and Fr O0'Meill"s respectively.

Aghabullegue had a 1-11 to 2-6 over
O'Meill’s while Eire Oy defeated Mew cestown
212 to 15,

Miamh

o II' ., -

Niamh MoCarthy,
Briege Corkery, Cloughduv,

Inniscarra
battle hard
for victory

McCarthy, Inniscarra finds her route to goal blocked by Cloughduy defenders during the $E Systems Cork (amogie Senior

Champlonship quarter final at Castle Road on Saturday.

Inniscarra tries to block dewn a clearance by [Hmﬂurph]r,hmlsnm.gmhu shot away despite (oughduy

Picture: Larry Cumming  pressure.

Pictuire: Larmy Cirmmens
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Picture: Lasry Cummins

Casey's strike and Buttimer free deliver semi spot

Ballincollig 1-8
Ballygarvan 1-7

A TOP-CLASS strike by substitute Elaine Casey gave
Ballincollig a dramatic 62-minute equaliser in this
SE Systems guarter final in Castleroad on Satinday.

A Trish Buttimer pointed five a minube ader ansd
Hallincollig reached the county semi-final.

Ballygarvan will feal aggrieved with o few deck-
sboms bk leading by four polnis bn injory tme, they
shoulill have closed the gamve out. During the eight
minutes additional time played Linda Dorgan was
Instrunsental for Ballineslile, deiving forward, will-
ing her inside forenrds to answer the call,

It was o low-seoring pame, with both sides guilty of
not ia puints when the chance sentod fisell
ard with both defonces playing brillianily, witl e
méncdons hlocking, few opportunbties then nrose,

CAMOGIE
pLinda Mellarick

* The sides wore level at the break, the excellent
Cliona O'Leary getting all of Ballygarvan s scores,
o Tromy play, while Ballincollig had four different
seorers, With Michaela Buckley more prominent in
thio second period alongside Rebecea Murphy, Iso-
belle O'Regan and Cliona O Leary, they wene putting
plenty of attacks together, :

In turn Ballincollig pushed forward but again with
Ann Keohane excellent Ballygarvan's defeneo stood
tall. Six points aplece on forty minutes, little was
over going to separate these sides. A pood poing by
Catrionn Keohane gave Ballygarvan o one-palnt bl
which they held for eloven minubes before excellent
work by Isobelle O Regan saw her delbvery finished
home by Keohane o give Ballyearvan the biggest

lead in the game so far, 1-7 to 046 on fify-two.

But Ballincollig, feeling the game slipping, upped
poars and piled huge pressure on, driven by Torgan.
A point by substitute Orla MeCarthy. Hannah
O'Leary delivered a free into the sguare and it was
brilliantly dewbled on by Casey o the roof of the net,
completely knocking the Hight out of Ballygarvan.
Batthmmer’s podnt and it was game over,

Searars for Balincolllg: G OFLenry 085 |0-2f), © Kaohamn 1-1, R
Murphy 01 Blafyparean: & Lowos 03 (0-21), € Cisey 10, T Buttimar 0
2 [0, & Conmey Gﬂm.ﬂmn-lugtm“wm
ALLIMCIOLLIG: & Harinot, M0 , 5 Hpading,

L Wi, A Ciottie: Eﬂm.Hﬂ'Lﬂl'r.ﬂ Coomay, L Der-
g, O Gronis; O O'Leary. T Butsmes, A Loveil,
Subuz 0 MeGarthsy lor O Croni (451, € Casary 1or A Loved (34)
BALLYGARYVAM: 5 Ahama; L Esnnelck, E . A Epchang K Do
nary, 5 Wynoe, § J Braddy; E CHagan. A fiihgn, C O 'Lsary.
Murphy, | S fiegan, C-Kectane; M Bucklsy, R ;
Butbsez M Maynian ar Tt Crowhey (h
Rt- Cathal P - Gian fosan

Courceys
cruise to
win over
Killeagh

Courcey Rovers 1-1
Killeagh 0-

COURCEY Hovers were fu

valué for their six-point vis

tory marpgin in this S5E 5y

tems Sentor championshi

uarter-final at a8 wind
stle Foad Eesmrduy.

The gale blowing towarc
Mahon Polnt made condition
hard on both teams but it ws
Ciourceys that masiered the:
Tst. Thisy led by six points ;
the interval and never allowe
Eillsagh roam to get back in
it. Throe opening-hall poin
from the excellent Fiona Kes
ing addid to the hard shift p
in by playvers such as Chri
tine O'Feill, Ashling Molone
and Jacinta Crowley deserve
mention.

Killeagh dropped & playe
back in an effort to curtall i
Conrcey attack against £l
wind but thiz left Ashling Ms
loney isolated at centre-bac
and she mop ap superhl:
Saoirse MeCarthy struc
an early point to give Cou
ceys the kead but Chice Sige
gon levelled with a Killeag
free, Howeyor it was to 21 mis
utes before Hilleagh score
again and they found it hard 1
get hall to their forwands.
Courceys regained e les
with Crowley striking & lon:
range free and then scorie
from play. The excellent Fior
Kea was caising problén
on the right wing for Killeag
slotting over her threse 000
in an 11-minute spell (o pus
Courceys five in front.,
Linda Collins fired over
point and while Sigerson r
plied after & Killoagh attack ¢
earned them a free, &
t play of the half saw Craos
ley make it 0-8 fo -2,
Turning to play with tk
wind Killeagh pushed forwi
but now it was Courciys wi
loyved an extra player
oo, Collins was i 4 ro
ing role and the Killeagh d
ferica was dr aroiind:
The lvely McCarthy, Kei
ing and Crowley ensurd
Coupceys continued o hold
firm grip on the gams.

Jesz 'Shea had an ear
Killeagh point after the e
hart 3 held thom at b

until Collins weaved her w3
towards goal and unléashs
an unstoppable shiot fo thi ne
That was it really, doespd
Hilkeagh earning a fow foees
thi kntter stages.
Hﬂwm«!- le::c:.lhr?‘u-.' ﬂu;m: fi] CT:;
\ 1-1, F Ksaing
muﬁw

Kl 'Sk 0:E {0511, B S
R 14 051 01 asch
COURCEY ROVERS: 5 0%y E b
loney K Kookang, G Hayes; A O

unhnlﬂl [ch, O Twamesy: J Ciow
Eliing O Resy. 5 MeCanhy, & 0%
Eiraar OAslly; F Kealing, L Tollra

Hayes

Sub: 5 ODonowan for 5 Hayes M0
KILLEAGH: 5 Baausang: & Bary.
Walsh, W NI Chagimh: B F »
Shisban, E T 4 O'Snea, L Sag

won: O Dby, L Te i« & Harnmy:
An, H an‘ur,‘ll-'lggnn-k

O Gaavran for K Al [45).

Aefares: D Kewn (B Ogl.



Douglas 113
m 1-12
THERE vz a thrilling end o an enthralling senlor
championzhip game in Casileread kst evening.

Tralling for the game, a mighty Kairina Mackey
pointed free put Douglas aboad for the first time on
A5 minutes, Orla Cronin replisd, but up stepped the
hardworking Eimear McAndrew to clinch the
winmer in injury time.

With another five minutes of additional time
plaved bodh sides had chances, Eimear White pullaed
ol o great- sxve from Mackey while Carbery had o

ol wides before the final whistle blaw,

Addid with a ftrst-half breeze Carbery were three

mtﬁegﬂﬂlal half time. Having an impressive
/ line of inter-county players such as Orla

Cronin, Carcline Sugras, Molrm Barrett and Eabe

m Linda Mellerick

Wall It looked as if the Dowglas dofence wonld have
thedr hands fall. They coped brilllantly, Amy Curtin,
Secen] Mulrooney, Emma Kavanagh and Ninmh Ni
Chuanachain coming fo ferms with thelr opponents,

Facing into the second half with the wind at thelr
backs, Donglas chased the game and it was point for
podnt before three without reply gave them the bead,

Moira Barrett was ouistanding for Carbery, work-
ing het socks off on the right Rank, equally assisted
by Meabh Lynch and Caroline Sugrue. Carbesy had
nine wides and will rue them. Douglas were more
clinical. Alne Crowley had & good game on thie lethal
Eatrina Mackey but one just has to admive the bril-
Hant twins, Pam and Katring, alongside their fnter-
county teammate Julia White, who onee again con-

LOUgias Dattie Lo the end to conquer Carbery

trofled the game whon if matiered most.
Mackey's point from an aente angle o @ o
wais [rom the top deawsor, gk o
Soorevs far K Mezkey 1-5 (-5, J 'Whis A prg
DE.FH!::H'_G R s 0
Carberyr C 0¥ Sulvan 1-1, & [ ¥} Crunds
Hﬂmﬂn-l.ﬂ-lhplryl}rlﬂ_ O i
mesuw.uucmsme
P Mackey, A Corting M Mulbsoney, E MoAndrew: it Sheo-
hM.HSF hﬁﬂum;dmi.ﬂtlmrtmhu
Bube: 5 Fashy oo 5 Long §9), L Kaniing ter A OFlivian (557, A
Fan gy {55), & Walsh for K

CARBERY. E W CA
et LEIIF&M ﬂhmm“ “ rm-mmg.n-cum.;a-,.
T-M1wwj' 1] erhl.l e ! cc,:" Iu*mgnu“
O Sagivin [Mewoeshosss, K mmm
Wi Timolnague).

Erscaritryl, O Cronin, (Enniksane], 5 Burkos [T

Subs: C (R Timoka agos) bor 5 Burka, G Soxion [Barry-
ress o K st |43
Roleree: Frari O Dwiyer (51 Finbanrs).

e e e T —

Intriquing  Ace Gemma targets

clash of
Milford and

Courceys

= Linda Mellerick

Sunday: SE Svstems Cork
Senlor Camogic Champion-
ship semi-final: Milford v
Courcey Rovers, Castle-
road, 1.30pm.

I’s ther clash of the old guns
versus the rising stars in the
second senior semi-final in
Castlerond on Sunday,

Milford, mow in the twilight
of 8 memorable run with a
great side, take on the energy
and enthusiasm of a young
Courcey Rovers. Of course,
age wise Milford aren't past
thedr prime, but this side have
been on the poad a long time,
14 years in fact when a very
young side reached their first
ocounty final back in 2004.

Surprisingly it took them
until 2002 to win their frst
title, but that's sport. Four
county titles in a row and
thres All-Ireland ttles fol-
lowed before Inniscarra took
their title from them in 2016
and beat them again at the
death In last year's somi-final

Ower the years Milford lost
key plavers to emigration, re-
lecation and retirement. Regi-j
na Curtin gave 100% in every
game, Anna Geary, a leader
moved to Dublin, and Marie
O Meill returned 1o Water-
prasshill. Of course, in came
players like Ashling Thomp-
som and Laura Stack,
hw@lhﬂ“;h&k;m]thn first

rlas last wee-
kﬂﬂaﬁl they are sl a solid
gide. Their second half will
cancern them as they scored
Juast ane point from play. It be-
cim fo0 bunched up front for
them and they'll have to work
of spreading out thelr inside
line and giving Maria and Ei-
mear Watson, Rebecea Finn
and Laura Stack more room,

Courcey Rovers will play an
attacking style with both sides
similar in that regard. They
have been hit & massive hlow
howsever with Cork star
Saokrse MeCarthy, this month
honoured with the WGPA
Flayer of the Month for Sep-
tember, out for the game hav-
ing sufféred from appendici-
tis. Her loss (s enormous.
Sanirse’s speed, wark ethic
and scoring ecapabilities are
what iz needed against Mil-
ford. Graifine Hannon how-
ever is back for the side have
Ing missed the quarter-final
through iliness.

Rovers won't be found want-
ing anad still have plenty of tal-
ent, Ashling Moloney leads
the attack from cenire-back.
Jacinta Crowley and Fiona
Keating are big players and
thew’ll nesd ansther big per-
formance on Sunday.

Linda Colling of course 15

Catsand 1 1th All-Star

GEMMA O'CONMOR s In line
for her 11th All-Star but All-
Ireland camogie champlions
LCork have recelved fewer
noeminations than their de-
feated rivals Kilkenny.

The Rebels, who won a rec-
ard 28th title this vear by (he
narrowest of margins, reoely-
ed 12 nominations, including
three in midfield, where
O'Connor I3 in'the mix along
with Julla White and Libby
Coppinper.

Aokle Murray is a leading
candidate to get the nod in
goal, while Laura Treacy,
Pamela Mackey, Hannah Log-
ney and Chioe Sigerson are
shortlisted in defence.

Up front Pamela's twin
sister Katrina is in confention,
as wall as Orla Cotter, Orla
Cronin and Amy O'Connar.

Kilkenny have 14 plavers
shortlisted, including eight
defensive players who ¢on-
tributed to the Cats conceding
A mere 1-57 aCCoss 51X gEnmes
{an average of 10 points per

game),

The deminance of the tap.
two counties leaves 19 nomi-
jnations for the remaining
counties, with lesing semi-fi-
jnalists Galway and Tipperary
{five each) best of the rest.

Therd's four for Waterford,
three for Dublin and two for

Dublin's Premier Junior
anager Shane Plowman
ns Pandie Murray (Cork)

Angela Dovney (Kilken-

Y debata
William Leahy, President;
Chairman.

Cork’s Gemma ﬂ’tnnnnr nﬁ

Meighan Farrell of Kilkenny.

CAMOGIE
® Eamonn Murphy

ny} as the nominees for Man-
ager of the Year,

CORK NOMINATIONS:

Goalkeeper: Aolfe Murray.

Full-Back Line: Laura
Treacy, Parmncla Mackey,

Half-BEack Line: Hamnnak
Looney, Chloe Siperson.

Midfield: Gemma O'Con-
nor, Julia White, Libby Cop-
pinger. ’

Half-Forward Line; Orla
Cotter, Orla Cronin, Amy
O'Connor.

Full-Forward Line: Katrina
Mackey.

Manager of the Year 2018
sponsored by Liberty Insur-

ance: Paudie Mur {Cork),
Shane Plowman (Duoblin),
Ann Dovney (Kilkenny).

|

85t Vincent's and Cork Senjor Camogie All-Ireland winners, Amy 0'Connor and Lauren Homan, were
! 75 th. Anmiversary Certificate of Achievement presentat
liam McCarthy, Chairman Anniversary Committee and Thomas Gould,

McMahon tasked with

developing Dublin camogie

Daragh O Conchuir

Dublin footballer Philly
MeMahon is to overses the
strength and conditioning
programmes of the county's
ciunogie sides.

Capital camogie chiefs yes.
terday confirmed a partner
ship with McMahon's com-
pany BeloT to oversoe all
sq;m}ﬁ:[m 114 to nddnle,

uhlin chﬂilipemn Jenny
Byrae said: "1 am thrilled
that P has comeon board
with Dublin camogic, He sees
the great potential within
[ublin camogie to win All-
Irelands. In unction with
Philly, the Doblin executive
have decided fo put a struc-
lul:in in p?ﬁq wl'{:eré fah‘mﬂ:ﬂi
and conditionin para-
rridnki g in uurh‘ajnfn 5

"It-'l':.'-n;lisu &il:utw icating
GHIr p rs a0t Injury pre-
vention and having the rght
mindset as female athiotes.”

McMahon sald: “T saw the

jon. Induded are
Ficture: Mike English

Camogie

opportinity to get Involved to
Iry aund support the great vol-
unteers that are part of Dub-
lin camogie, T always wanted
to get involved with a team
glvimg 100% commitment into
somethlng and what better
than Dublin camogie.

“When I first met Jenny
and the committes T senseil
that they had an open-min-
dedness ta my ideas and 1
think that was the big thing
for me, | wanted to get in-
volved and L had the company
50 It was — can 1 pet involved
with a group of people that |
can dearn from bt also be ex-
pressive in my ideas: The
comamifies as [ =aid aee
apen Lo new things m
your've got fo do now things to
CTeale SUCCosS, We can'l ﬁ-«n
dolng the same things and ox-
pecting different resulis =o [
think it's a great fit.”

2018

Courcevs' key woman up
front. She has hit the net four
times to date and struck six
paints. She typically fakes up,
thi: cormer pesltion,

Will Milford move their dE*-'
fence around to mark the
lethal forward or will they
frust Christine O Connor to do
the job, who had a ﬂm-ﬂmnl
last Saturday, and [eave
Elaine O'Riordan in the
square minding the honsa?



rebel County star O'Connor In running tor 1 1th Ali-Star gond

Camogie
Cian Locke

Cork camogle star Gemima
O'Connor is in with a chance
of an incredible 11th All-Star
award when this year's saloc-
tion is made next month.

Beaten Alllrebnnd finalists
Kilkenny lescl the ahortlist for
this year's All-5tar selectlon,
with 14 nominations, while
champlons Cork have pickesd
up 12 nominations.

For Kilkenny, goalkeeper
Emma Havanagh, defenders
Grace Walsh, Anne Dalton,
Catherine Foley, Edwina
Keane, Colette Dormer, Claing
Phelan and Daving Tobin arg
noeminated, Molghan Farrel)
is nominatod af midfleld,
while Denfse Gaule, Katie
Pawer, Anng Farrall, Shelly
Farrell amd Michells Quiity
Y AT thie forwarids,

Coerk, who won a recori
28th senjor All-Troland titke
lmst month, reeeive & dozen

nods, Goalkeeper Aoifie Mur-
ray, and defenders Pamela
Mackey, Hannah Looney,
Chioe Sigerson and Laura
Treacy are nominated
Gemma O'Connor, Julis
White and Libhy Coppinger
are nominated in the midfield
sector, Orla Cotter, Oria
Cronln, Amy O'Connor and
Katrina Mackey are Cork's
forwarid nominees,
Semi-finalizsts Tipperary
ami Galway have received five
nominations each, Gulway

have goalkeeper Sarah Healy,
defetdiers Shaunme Healy and
Sarah Dervan, midficider
Minmh Kilkenny and forward
Carrie Dolan in the hant for
gongs, Tipperary defenders
Mary Ryan and Karen Ken-
nedy are joined by forwards
Orla O Dwyer, Calt Devane
and Grawe O Brien on the list.
Waterford recelve four
nominations: Defender Alne
Lyng, midfielder Lorraine
Bray and forwards Niamh
Rocketi and Beth Carton.

Dublin have three —
defender Hanmiah Hegarty and
forwards Orla Beagan and
Sinbhan Kehoe — amnd Offaly
two in defender Riisin Egan
and forward Siobhin Flan-
Y.

The final team will be
announced at the 156th annual
Camogie All-Stars Awards
Eamguet at the Citywest Hiotel
on Saturday, Movember 3.

Camogie Association presi-
dent Kathleen Woods con-
gratulated the nominees for

helpkng “to llght ap, mot o
the camogle championshiy
Bul a fantastic summer
sport”.

Paudie Murray (Corl
Shane Plowman (Duobiiny a
Ann Downey (Kilkenny) a
among the pominess for t
manager of the year award,
e announced on the nkghi.

The nominees for fhe 3
Soaring Stnrs Awards for
intermediate and promi
junlor ch hips will
announced laner this weck.

Brilliant Ballinascarthy crowned champ:s

Junior A
camogie
awaits Bal
next season

BRIDEROVERS __ 1-10
BALLINASCARTHY 1-11
SHIRLEY MOLONEY REPORTS

CAROLINE Sugrue held her
METVE 1o SO0re an injury-tme
point that clinched the SE
Systems Cork Camogie jumior
B championship tithe.

The Ballinasearthy forward
Citme up trumps with two lage
points as her side came from
behind to ecarn a deserved
win against Bride Rovers in a
thrilling encounter.

The West Cork side held the
bead on five occasions and took
sdvantage of the strong brecze
to hold a five-point lead for a
large part of the first half.

However, Bride Rovers
showed a resurgenee when they
cut the lead to the slimmest on
the cusp of half time via the
influential Jennifer Barry who
pointed and a Sarah Murphy
goal.

Indeed, it was Bride Rovers
who opened the scoring
via Grace Kearney, but two
Caroline Sugruc placed
balls in quick swecession had
Ballinascarthy ahead afrer sight
Ainutes,

Bride Rovers were then
awanded a penalty, however
Sanirse MoCarthy's shot was
brilliantly saved on the line and
cleared out for a 45-metre free
which she fired over to level

Hannah O'Donovan, Sarah

McCarthy, Cara Deasy, Marie Phayer and Kaela O'Driscoll

'CORK JUNIOR B CAMOGIE

nEs.

The Balkinascarthy defence,
marshalled by Martina
¥ Brien between the posts and
spearheaded by Claire Kingston
at cenire back, proved resilient
in restricting Bride Rovers from
scoring until the X3rd mimate,

In the interim, the unerring
Sugrue pointed three placed
balls whilst the hard-working
Moira Barremt fired over two
impressive points to push the
West Cork side five clear after
M0 mimutes,

Eride Rovers then cut the
deficit to four and five minuges

later Ballinascarthy were dealt
a blow when their ard-working
defeénce was penctrated by
Murphy who fired bow to the net
past (FBrien tocut the deficit o
justope.

Ballinascarthy responded
via Sugrue when she collected
a long ball in from player-of-
the-match Michelle Dullea and,
showed the defence a clean
pair of heels 1o goal, she firesd
Ballinascarthy into a four-poin
lead on the cusp of half time.

Bride Rovers cut the lead to
three when Murphy pointed
under pressure, as Bal led 1-7 1o

1-4 at healf timee,

Three unanswered scores
from Bride Rovers within six
minwtes of the restart had the
sides level for the third time.
Sugrue pushed Ballinascarthy
ahead when she pointed a 45
metre free, but a McCarthy
point had the sides level after
&1 mimures.

It was Sugrue who nudged
Ballinascarthy one clear on the
three-quarter mark when she
pointed a 20-metre free in front
of the posts but it was to be ten
minutes before a fegponse was
registered via McCarthy when
she pointed a free to tie up the
sides for the fifth time.

With Bride Rovers playing
with the advantage of the

The Ballinascarthy team that won the county junior B camogle final. Front from left, Nlamh Sugrue, Martina O'Brien, Clare Kingst Cullinane, .
Crowiley, Slobhin hﬁaﬂw,ﬂuﬂmw {captain), Michelle Dullea, Moira Barrett, Annie Condon, Anna bl oty

strong wind, the Ballinascarthy
rexrguard remained tenacious
with Sincad MeCarthy,
Kingston and capeain Siobhdn
Hennessy unwavering.

Howwever, with four minutes
left, Bride Rovers ook the
lead for the first time since the
fourth minute when McCarthy
poanted & 45-metre free.

It was to be shortlived
however, as Sugrue levelled
with a free and then pushed
her side one clear in injury
time when she split the posis

1

and BredaMcCarthy.
Ella Murray, Helen Harrington, Caroline Sugrue, Sinéad : o Al

M Barrett O=2,

Bride Rovers: 5 MoCart iy 0-6
245], % Murphy 1=1 ] Barry 0-2,
Keaney -1

M O'Brior;
S McCarthy, K ODriscoll H
CrDonmonan: L Hegarty, CKingstc
5 Hennessy (el C Crowley, K
OrDondwan; MBarrest, M Duliea,,
Condan; B McCarthy, C Sugrue, E
OrBrien
Sl A Fiyrn for BiMcCarthry ()

Bride Rovers: K OrConnor ) Cahil
Larkin, E Barry; E Colins, C OFlyr
(ch TOSulivar: M Hazehwoad, A
Heating: & 0'Connor, 50 Sulivan

with the match-winning point f

to ensure her side victory and fﬁﬁ:”"“’ FHearey. s MPh

junior A& status for 2019, dﬁmh'ﬁwhﬂlﬂ'rﬁﬂ'fm
491, CHazehwood for A Keating

Scorers {60,

Ballinascarthy: C Sugrue 1-5{71), Ruferes: Frank O'Dwyer.

Coppinger hails ‘incredible’ Colum's camogie win

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

LIBBY Coppinger has the
Midas touch when it comes to
camagic finals, it seems.,

Just a couple of weeks after
winning an All-Ireland senior
camogie tithe with Cork, Rebel
dual star Libby helped her
club St Colum’s win the county
punior C 13-a-side championship
final ngainst Grenagh.

It was the club’s first
championship final since the
adult team formed carlier this
year, 50 history was mace with
the 2-7 to 010 win under lights
1t Na Piarsakgh's home ground,

‘It was brilliang, It was a great
wecasion for the elulb, for the
2irls to win a county title, for
seaple like Eilis (Nyhan) and

Fony (Coppinger) who have

ﬁlnﬁ:}!’r since the starn

iy hirse gor the club
EHED

specinl oeeasion
who won her
irat piece of championship

silverware together with her
sister Maggie,

‘Wi had won bits and picce
at school but this vear was the
first year we won titles together
with 54t Calum"s - and this is the
first championship we've won
together,”

Colum®s won the final of
the county junfor C 13-p-side
league earlier in the year, also
mgninst Grenagh, 50 its been o
wery successful season for the
Colum's camogie team.

‘It's incredible for sveryone

involved,” Lilby gnid.
_'It’s great for the minors
imvalved too, to play in a couny
fireal at jundor level, and they
can use that experience and
the confidence they got from it
when they play in their county
final this weekend.”

The minor team has qualified
for the county D final and in

keeping with St Cobum’s Ladics
and Foothall Clul's suceess this
senson, the minor foothallers
are through to the lase éight in

The 5t Colum's camaogie tmwnnthe

the county and they will alsa
play Courcey Rovers in the
West Cork B final. There's o big
cross-aver between bodh teams.

The county camogic success
will live long in the memory,
with Faula O'Mahony scoring
I-3, Aisling Murnane scoring
an important eoal  ibbv

&

Coppinger Tinished with
twa points and both Emma
Burke and Maggic Coppinger
scored one paint each. The
management team includes
Tony Coppinger {manager},
sean (°She and Joe O Connell,

and Aileen Murpnane and
Elite Avbham TPha D5 Pl o

m.rtyj.nln'l:

starting 13 included Rachel
Murnane, Claire O'Sullivan,
Nell Coppinger, Rebecca
Harrimgron, Ali O°Connell,
Katie Dineen, Libby Coppinger,
Maggie Coppinger. Emma
Burke, Pauln I]'M:Ihnn_'r. Ciarn
Mapning, Asling Murnane

L RSSO e TR

Subs used were Lowise Burks
{captain) for Aisling Murmne
Emily Barrett for Jackie Moore
and Jame Hourihane for Emme
Burke. Subs-nos.used on the
migh included Niamb Crom

Donns O'Re; %
O'Sullivan, ﬁmﬂ



Watergrasshill grab

junior title at last

H Mary Newman

W i 1-10
a 0-6
TEARS of joy were wept on Sunday
in Castle Road at the sound of the
fili-time whistle as Watergrashill
finally got over the line and reached
their goal as they capiured the SE
Systems Junfor A Champlonship
tithe bt not before a stern test from a
strong and defermined Ballyhea
side,

[t was only in the closing stages
that Watergrashill could finally rest
eagy as Ballvhea made their fight fo
the finish before they finally banish-
ed many years of heartbreak to
finally be crowned champions,

Last year they leoked fo have dono
crongh but were pipped at the post
by Ma Plarsaigh. This time out they
were nol golng to allow a repeat of
that.

It was Watergrashill who put on
the final push fo confidently get over
fhe linke s they cloged the game out
in the last five minutes, A Coleen
Folev goal gave them a fivie-paint
cushion on the run up to the final
whistle, which allowed them breath-
ing space.

Playing with the aid of the strong
wind in the opening half Ballyhea
lead 0-5 to -3 at the interval, Elaine
Crowley and Amy Fowler had given
them a two-point advaniage before
Marie O'Meill pointed a free to gel
Watergrashill om the scoreboard.

Ballyhea regained the lead with an
Amy Fowley point bot with Marie
O Metll Ainding the range from play it
was levie] ;

Ballyhea, with the wind to their
biacks, enjoyed & lot of possession and
they put the Watergrazhill defence
under pressune.

Howewer, with captain Edel
Murphy doing o lot of work af mid-
field, ably assisted by a sirong half-
back line of Arlesn Feihy, Ruth
Eaiser and Mairead Foley, Water-
prashill had a strong base. Poinis by
Boisin Killeen and Rachel Harty
edged Ballyhea back in front anc at
the break they held a two-point lead
bt facing Into the strong wind it was

ng to be diffieult,

Michelle Sheehan narrowed the
gap with an carly Watergrashill
paint but Killeen replied with what
was o be Balvhea's only score of the
second half as she pointed a free to
simatch the bid bo fwo.

Mow applving a ot of pressune on
the Ballyhea defence Watergrashill
began to find gaps and doiven on by
Q' MNefll, Collpen Foley and exeellent
substitute Cliona Cronin they were
quibckly on lpvel terma.

Cromin split the posis before Laura
Crowley had the skles level and when
CrMelll nalled & free at the three-

Jauarter stage, Watergrashill were
ahead for the first time, O Nelll

.slml.:k a long-range offort (o extend
thar aclwmntage before Foley struck for
the only goal, after she made her way
thrangh the Ballylwea defence,

Now fiwve points in [ront, Water.
l'p'ﬂhlﬂ were niot going to allow their
Hﬂ-ﬂlt‘

I Cronin. who had 3 superb game
whon introduced o= & sub, fired over

m-rsaint and thes 15k ¢av vweae bl B

O'Nell as she converted a free to en-
sure the tithe waz finally on jts way to
Watergrashill.

Watergrashill captain Edel
Miirphy was named 3z Evening Echo
Player of the Match afler an excel-
lent hour at the heart of the action.
Scores bor o M O Medi 0-6 008
© Fobiy 1ﬂ.mum¢ﬁm?
01 sach
Ballyhoa: A Fowle 0-2. 1 Kiloes 0-3 (01 1), E
Crowitsy, R Harty [T} 0=1 sach
WATERGRASSHILL: A Carry; N Musholland, M

Buciioy. K Hegarty, A Fouhy, A Keiser, M Foloy, £
Cwoy, E burphy () M O, M Sheohan, G

Cashman; L O Reiy, G Folrg, M Dongan

& winning the

E-urt{amghﬂﬂimmmﬂmllﬁmﬂuwﬁmﬂﬂll

Sim

M Diceghs [3); C Fouly i C Casbvman (43}, E
Fitzgerald for K Hogarsy (430,

MALLYHIEA: M Shicnick; K Mchipran, MG Car
roll] | Mowied; J Mopper, 5 Dundea G O Lasny: E
Crowlgy, R Kilkgsn; L Dundgn, © Dundan, A
Foravker; © Harty, P Harty, T OrSulivan

Buba: A O'Holl lor C Dundon, W Haaly lor T
Or5ulirarm

Pgdeiga: D O/ Cornardl [Ghan Hgsari)

Carrigtwohill tournamaent
Tomorrow is a special day in the
Carrigtwohill camogie club ag they
will honour the menory of Dominic
Roonay when they hold the 112

Memorial tourmament,
Thia e the enremd enme T thie =i

Championship trophy to Watergrasshill captain Edel Murphy.

\ el b

SE Systems Junbor A Championship tithe at Castle Road last weekend.

Picture: Belinda Solivan

and it is in memaory of laje referoo
Dominick, whe tragically passed
away twa vears ago whilst of fkeiating
ala camogio g .

The clulb is Im;;ml.; o have oight
teams parileipating and defantly
confiroed as taking part are Car-
rigtwohill, Aghada, Glon Rovers,
Castlelyons, Castlemartyr and
Midletan whilst the elub are awali-
ing two clubs to confirm attemlnneo.

There will be two groups with two
games each and the top twoe in each
group pkays in the final for the Cup
and Plate,

Thin dlay ctmris 10 4500 with 3

P g 51
III|. Jllh"I N5 N il J_lll"':;

Pictine: Belinda Sulliva

@@t was
Watergrasshill who

put on thefinal push
to confidently get
over the linc.@ @

parade of tearms with the All-Tnekase
senior and Intermediato cups bed by s
piper with the Cork team with cups
and all the teams following, Gamis
gtact at 11 am with the finals al
115§

It s & testamaont toethe high regare
Dominic was hald in thid the clab has
had a mazsive band of peaple peady
to help out on the day, they are de
lghied with the response from his
referecing friends for coming to
geiher to help out on the day i
thoy want to give partioalar thanks
to 0 Ahern for organising s fo
s,



Camogie

ALL-IRELAND finalisis. Cork and Kil-
kenny, lead the Camoggie All-5iars

Awards 2018 shortlist.

The final team will be annowunced af
the 151k annual Camogie All-Stars
Aveards banguoet, sponsored by Liberty
Insurance, in Citywest Hodel, on Satur-
day, Novembar 3.

Kilkenny received 14 nominations,
Goalkeeper Emma Kavanagh, de-
fenders Grace Walsh, Anne Dalton, Ca-
therine Foley, Edwina Keane, Coleite
Doarmer, Claire Phelan and Bavina
Tobin are amongst the nominees for
the Cais. Meiphan Farrell iz nomi-
nated at midfield. while Denise Gaule,
Katle Power, Anna Farrall, Shelly Far-
rell and Michelle Quilty are nominated
armonEst the forwards.

Cork. who won a record 28th senjor
All-Ireland titde, pot 12 nominations.
Goalkecper Asile Murray and de-
femalers Pamela Mackey, Hannah Loo-
noy, Chloe Sigerson and Laura Treacy
are amongst the nominees.

Gemma O'Connor has been nomi-
nated at midficld and is seeking an in-
credible 11th All-Star avward, while
Julia White andl Libby Coppinger are
alan pombnated st midfield. Orla
Catter, Orla Cronin, Amy O"Connor
andl Kailrina Mackey recelve the fors
ward nominations lrom Cork,

Tipperary and Galway both recoebve
five nominations, as a result of their
rum bo the 2enl-Mnals, Cralway havie
goalkerper Sarah Healy, defenders
Shauna Healy and Sarah Dervan, mijd-
ficller Minmh Kilkenny, and forward
Carrie Dolan. Tipperary defenders
Mary BEyan and Karen Kennedy are
Joimed by forwards Orla O'Dasyer, Cait
Devane, and Grace O°Brien on the list,
~ Waterford received four: defendor
Alne Lyng, midficlder Lorraine Bray,
and forwards Niamh Bocketi ami Beth
Carton.

Dubdin have three: defender Hannah
Hegarty and forwards Orla Beagan
and Slebhin Kehoee, Offaly received
two nominations, in defender Rélsin
Egan and forward Siobhén Flannery,

I don't think you can argue with
Cork's 12 nominees. But 1 am g
prised by Kilkenny's 14. They didn't
win the All Ireland. They scored 111
plnls Mrom six games (avg 18.5) and
conceded 60 (ave 10). Cork scored 180
(Vg 25.7) in seven games and conceded
Ta(ave 10.2).

Julio Ann Malone i the only player
to lose out. She must feel aggrieved.
Tell me how hbchille Gniliy, who was
taken off in both the semi-final and
final, iz nominated? She was way
below par in both games.

President of the Camopgie Associ-
atlon, Kathleen Woods, congratulated
the nominees: “The Camoghe All-Stars
Awarls celebrate the outstanding per-
lvrmanees of our players, all of whom
have helped to light up not only the ca-
mogie chumplonships, bat o fantastic
swmimmaer of sport.

“To bo nominated for an All-Star
!\Wi'!-'l'ﬂ highlights the skill, commit-
ment. athletickm and sportsmanship
of our ployvors and i i truly deserving
For these tremendans role prodels fo re-
celver such rocognition for thelr of-

Cork deserve all
12 nominations

Cork's Libby Coppinger and Kilkenny's Julie Ann Malone. Malone is the only one of the Cats’ starting 15 who wasn't nominated for an

MI-5%ar this season.

Cork's Drla Cotter and Tipperary's Orla 0'Dwyer in the All-Irefand semi-final, Both arein the

mix for AJl-Stars,

Speaking on behalf of Liberty Insar-
ance, Delrdre Ashe sald; “0Our heart-
felt congratulations to all those who
have been nominated for a prestigions
Camople All-Star Avard. The Camogle
All-Stars Awards celebrate the ont-
standing iﬁrﬁrrmnm of the players
who have helped to light up this year's
champlonship,

“To be pominated refllectz the skill,
caommitment, and athleticism of the
plavers; their nomination i deserved
recognition for their performances
throuaghout the season

S0 *Camogie Made Me Beady for
the Beal World' campaign, during the
summuar, wis doesigned fo showease
how thie skills gained on the camogie
pitch can be applied off the Tield in
other aspects of plavers' lives, The
Mayers that featured in the campaign,
no less than the Camogie All-Star
NGNS E I:l.H:L"l.:r, are role models o

Ficture: IRPHOYBryan Keane

their communities, whose accomplish-
ments fnspiee giels and young women
to participate and siay involved in
spart for vears o come. We wish each
af them the very best of luck on No-
vember 37,

Paudie Murray (Cork), Shane Plow-
man (Dublin-Junior), and Ann
Downey (Kilkenny) are amongst the
nominees for ‘manager of the year’,
wiilel will be announced on the night.
abong with the 2008 All-Stars team.

The neminces for the 2018 Soarin
Sars Avards for the Intermediate and
Premier Junior Championships
;.'rl:rron't announeed at the time of writ-

ni

Mominees for the Camoegle Assogl-
ation/ WGPA senfor, intermediate, ancd
junior Flayers' Flayer of the Year
Awarda will he announced mext wesk,

Camoghe AL-Slars Awsrds 2010 sporsaied by
LiEsevly Inpuranca, nominess lish
Gonleepars: Emvna Eidiiaih (isenny, Asla

Pictwre: INPROVBryan Keane

@@ ! don't think you
can argue with Cork’s
12 nominees. But |
am surprised by
Kilkenny's 14. They
didn’t win the Al
relandeye

Mudray (Codk), Sarah Healy |Gabsary)

Full=Back Lins: Ayan {Tipparasy). Liwia

Trwacy (Gadk], Gracd Walsh [Kilkienny}, Shauna
{Gakviry

Hualy . Cashamiesy Foley (Kilsnny), Edwing
Kaane [Fillenny). Saaf Dorvan {Gakeay]. Parels
Mackay (o], Colemy Daormr {Filanmy)

Hull-Back Line: Karen Kannody [T . Man-
nih Loaniy (Cork), Hannah Hegaty (Dubhn),
Claire Phadan [Kilkenny) Miidgin Egan Arirag

Dulion {Hillkenny), Davina Fobin (Kilanny), Aing
Lymg Dvaeriond, Chics Sigpeson (o),
Mlcifbeld: Minmby Kilkonny (Galway), Gomma
CCons (Coek), Leszpane Bray (Wmerlond), Mesg-
han Fanoll [Mikenryg), Juia Whis [Cork), LibEry
Coppergad [Cork)

Holi-Forward Lime: Ora Coflar (Cork), Oula
] | }. Blicbdsan F [Cebayi,
ﬁﬁmmmnmm 1. Ovfa Cronin ], Denisa
(b JaRopnrry), Amy O'Gonnoe |Cork), Area Fie-
redl {EERany |, Miamh Rockel (Waterond)

, Knina
Bty [Hikenoy), Bath Carlan SMabedord), Geacs
O B (Tipperany). Siobhie Mahob (Dubbn).
Managet of the Yiear 2018 nominoos lish

Paudie Mursay [Cork), Shares Plowma (Dubiin,
Ann Desmesy [Fienry

rivals battle
for Nano
Nagle fitle

TOMORROW SE Syvstems
Mano Maght Cupe Elre Og v Ap-
habullogiie, Castle Hoad,
4.A0pm.

CASTLE Road hosts an all-
Mid-Corg battle tomorrow, in
the SE Svstems Nano MNagle
Intermediate Championship
final. Neighbours Eire Og and
Aghabullogae will batile it out
for tha tithe.

Eire Og have battled long
and hard to pot back o senior
level and have losi two finals,
They have a thriving ander-
ape struciure and have a nicoe
blend of youth and experience
in their current side.

Long-serving Margaret
O'Herlihy is one of their
standout playvers, as is Cork
intermediate ace Siohhan
Huichinson.

They have huge talent in Al-
leen Hennessy, Rachel Mur.
ray, Grace Colling, and Machh
Ellen Desmond. They over-
came holders, Newcestown, in
thedr semi-final outing, 212 to
15, and have been hugely im-
pressive to date,

Aghabullogue sdged past Fry
OFMeill’s in & closo semi-final.
with i pind 1o spare in o thirily
lor; to book their place on'a 1-
11 to 26 score.

They will look to the exoal-
lent Clinna Healy to lead the,
way, She was hugely Impres-
sive with bath the Cork minor,
and intermediate sides that
took All-Irekand honogrs.

Katie McCarthy, Julie Tar-
rant. Ciara Molarthy, Emma
Flanagan and Joanne Crow-
ley will also be vital, as they
hid to bring the title (o Agha-
balloguwe.

This wear, thore werns
changes in the grades of com-
petitions, as the county board
executive's proposal to dis-
pense with the senior B graa
was unanimously aceepied by
the clubs.

Oreer the last few years, the
third adult grade of intarmedi-
ate had only had five clubs
battling for the league and
championship titles, and with
two elubs seeking to re-grade
dowm to junber this season, the
board was faced with a big
disclzion.

A lot of dizcuszion took
plice and, surprisingly, it cen.
tered on the hugely suceessful
sentor B grade, which, over
the vears, hod served op some
superb games and thrilling
linals.

The thought behind the
move was that the winners o
the second-tier competition
will now be competing in the
Miunster Intermedinte Cham-
pionship, with elubs at that
leveel.

Previously, the winners of
the senlor B didn't have a
provineial competition o par-
ticipate In. Yet, by effectively,
changing the name from sen-
lor B to intermediate, L'i‘.lhi*
are now afforded the oppor-
tomlty 1o tadoe part in a provin-
cial championship,

It comes as no luf'pri.ﬂ.‘
thorefore, that two clubs who

previoosly held senlor B
status huve renched the final |



sugrue secures

title with late points

B Mary Newman
Ballinascarthy 1-11
Bride Rovers 1-10

A POINT two minutes into infury tmea

vir Ballinascarthy the SE Svstems

untor B Champlonship title as they
edped out a Brids Rovers,

[t was always closa and abded by the
strome wind in the opening half Ballin-
ascarthy opened up a five-point lead
anly to let it slip as Bride Rovers
grabbed a goal but managing to gel one
back before the break Ballinascarthy
led by three points at the interval.

Added by the win in the second half
E}r‘ldl.:e Hn;;'iem mntmll:a:dn;nmtlers ETE:

7 the mid way stage to gat
upper hand but they lost two (o:E]
to eloge it aut before Balllnascarthy
held their compastire to draw level and
then hit the rent (0 run oot Winmners.

A close opening guarber saw the
sides lovel on -2 each insbde 10 min-
utes but with Caroline Sugrue and
Molira Barretl on target with five
points between them, Ballinascarthy
went 0-7 fo 0-2 in front.

. With Jennifer Barry operating in at
corner-forward Bride Rovers found it
hard toget ball into thedr main forward

againsd the wind. r, seizing an
opportunity she pointed before Sarah
‘Murphy sent the ball to the et io bring

Bride Rovers to within a point.

A minute inte added time Caroline
Sugrue found a gap in the Bride Rovers
defenee and bearing d-.m'n G al
mrde no mistake to restore the
ascarthy bead to four points

Sarah Murphy cut it with a point
and it was 1-7 1o 1-4 in Ballinasearthy's
fawvour at the inferval.

Sally MoCarthy, who had a superh
hour for Bride Rovers, pointed two
ﬂﬂrﬁ}d-hﬂll’frmﬁas Hd.nxila hm?m
a URE Pressure an th Jen-
nﬂ!:” r Barry causing a lot of bother for
Ballinascarihy she pointed to level the

gamie,
sugrue and MeCarthy swaph
points twiee as it remained deadloc

but In between Bride Rovers missed
two chances to pull away, sloppy
ghooting costly as battled to ¢

the game antl. With three minutes re-
maining. they won a 45 which
mﬂ;{'ﬂ*ﬂuy converted to edge them in

For five minutes they held thelr lead
and defending well it looked as if they
would survi

won a foe which Su-

Vil
* Balli i}
grue pointed and it was lewel again,

Fvgning B

Rovers last weekend,

with bath sets of supporiers now hop-
ing For a full-dime whistle and another
bite of the cherry.

There was still more action though.
Sugrue won possession and fired the

batween the posts to edpe Ballinas-
carthy into the lead,

Bride did have a chance o draw
lenvel but agatn they failed to comvert as
Ballinascarthy held on to take the tithe
with Michelle Dullea named as Eoen-
ing Echo Flayer O The Match.
Seornra Tor Ballinmscarihy: © Sugneo 1-8 [0-7 L -
1 45), W Blgren 0-2
Bride Movers: 5 MoCa
Wity 1-1, J Barry 02, G
BALLEHASCARTHY: M O'Brn; & MeCarthy, K
O Do, Hnnum-.m L Hegarty Kingslen, 5

1B (D=3 [, D2 €5, &
-1,

Hennessy (c); M Bames, M Dulloa, & Condon; B
* oGty E \
Bubc A Fiyrn o 8 McCartry (0

Treasa McCarthy lfts the cup after thelr SE Systems Senior Camogie fimal win over Coutcey

\

W L

Selfie glee! County Juniar B camogie champiens Ballinascarthy celebrate in the dressing room in Casthe Road after theirvictory over Erhﬁe

m;@ﬂtﬂh?mdm ELIIL-I‘I E
— Aﬁm?ﬂmﬂﬂm 5 O'Sullvan. 5
Wﬁ’ﬂm‘inm

JRefesow; Frank OF =

Flriaet's)

Meanwhile, Limerick may not take
part in the 2019 Munster Hurling
Leagne due 10 the fxct that the sguad
will be on holldays when the competi-
tion starts. If, as cxpectod the Munster
SHL stariz on the same dates a1t did
this vear then, Limerick will be on
their team hﬂ]lﬂaT.

The All-Ireland champlons are doe
ta fly aut of Shannon on December 27
and are nod due back until Janoary 7,

The Munster Courncll are 2ot o mest
at the end of Movember to declde on the
fixtures For the early season compett-

-

W

tion, but it is expected o start at the
end of December/first week of Janu-
arv. This would mean that Limerick
would miss the spening round or poss-
ibly two, As defending champions amd
regular participants in the provincial
competition, Limerick have a decisbon
i make in the coming weeks.

In oither news, the aim of hosting a
number of high profile music concerts
at Pearse Stadium is set to be discussedl
by Galway GAA chiefs,

1t has been revealed that the twa Ed
Shesran gigs hebd at the Salthill venue
saw the Galway County Board make
Just £76,000. The flgure was announced
o delegates at the latest county board
meeting and despite both nights
sobd out, the proflit made surpris
many.

The rain did not dampen the three-in-a-row celebrations for champbons Inniscarra at menmm
Effichent Solutions) Cork Senlor Camogie Chamipionship Final, Phcte; Larry Cammin:



Saoirse savouring

WINMNING one All-Treland mesdnl is
ysally more than enongh for any
sparts star inany vear.

Winning threein the space of a
fesy months & an incredible achiev-
ek,

Thraw in the fact that this special
person, Saoirse MeCarthy of
Courcey Rovers, won the player of
the match award In the miknor and
intermediate wins over Galway and
Down respectivoly, and she was a
subin the senfor success over Kil-
kenny, and it's obvious whiy she is
one of the Evening Echo Automn
Ladies Sport Star winners.

The 17-year-obd from Ballinspittle
has had an incredible ¥ear, not
anly in camogie, but also in socoer,
winning a league title with Wilton.

With 2018 being the biggest year in
her sporting carsar, its understand-
able that she hopes she can emalate
that siccEss ReNt SEas0n.

“1t's betn & Tantastic vear for me
regarding 2port,” said MeCarthy,
“Tig b Fdr, it definitely one of the
st and moest seceessiul years 've
haad, sporting-wise. Winning two All-
Irelands, getting player of the match
in both, being a sub for the seniors,
and winning the 118 soecer league
with Wilton was much more than 1
would Hayve ever expected, to be
honest. Winning the WGEPA player of
the month -award was also very
special for meand my family.”

For MeCarthy, pleking up her
first All-Ireland medal was a
mowment she will treazune,

Amazing
“Winning my first All-Ireland
with the minors s just amazing. I
I didn®t achbeve any more after that
this vear, T would still have been
¢ $0 much since

playving senfor camogle fo

Cork was' new 1o hMeCarthy, sho hi
bewn arcund the sei up for momny

vears. The athlstie youngstor: has

beanon Cork squads sinee the age o

12 and has dlways been mierked out

Dt a5 a player with great potential,
= which she is fulfilling, shining

orl’s Saoirse MeCarthy receives the Liberty Insurance player of the match award from Deirdre Ashe of Liberty Insurance following Cork’s victory over Down in the Liberty  brightly n every game.

nsurance All-Ireland Intesmediate Camogie Champlonship final at Croke Park in September, Picture: Bryam Keane gt;.::;?.eb::: nf?;‘[;iﬂﬁ.‘;“uﬂ?:ﬂf

thie devalopment squads, and it°s
something [Mve always wanted to be
part of and 1 am thrilled to begiven
il appostunity oach yesr, Every
var, that's my goal and thankially,
I!h:t:-u[:b hard work, 1 achizve this
gual,
“1 know there arc & lot of
talented girls in Cork. eo talent = not
always enough. Lk ]

in the hard work,

paid off fo :
“Putting up the L

huge homour for oy

take for granied |

T ETh
“Plaving in Croke Pa
first r'Ilrm-:]:' was an unbeliemmble
expirbesoe for me &n Tamily. |
wis hoth neryo 14l exitbodd and
= s M X . “ L'l mever forize:
= " L ? y perfect and will live n my meEnsery

—— - . - . r forever.”
Jown's Sara-Lousie Car is challenged by Cork’s Sacirse McCarthy in kast month's  Laura Hayes, St Catherine’s, evades the challenge of Courcey Rovers' Saalrse McCarth Sirsining. with themenicRNN N
s L 2 r ] ¥ o fow mo g hat " i fhmy
iberty Insurance All-ireland Intermediate Camogie Champlonship final. during the SE Systems Senior Camogie Championship dashinJuly,  Pictwre: David Keane |1 e b B MoCathon oo
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emembar those scary first few
Lghts mixing it with the senlor
tars; bk those sessions kave helped
1 hecome A betiar player.

“Training alongside the senlors
Vs massive, realiy. They were so
nch gquicker, It was frightening,
eally. It was a lot more intensa than
rlant | over imagined

“I remember sxylng after my Arst
emior iraining session that there
was no way | was going to be able 1o

pp up with the pace. Evervone of
hom wers so fust,

“Although 've Improved mass.
vely while training with them aned

Camogie Association president Kathleen
Woods presents Cork’s Sasirse McCarthy with
her player of the match award after the
All-Ireland Minor A Camogie final in April.

the pace is not as far off, there s still
a big difference, howevor [ really on-
Joved it and T know it will help me
when | eventually make that step up
full time o the sentor squad:

“The experlence was fab and to gt
to train alongside the greats, such as
Briege Corkery, who would have
been one of my llols, that's surreal.
Having Briege come back on the
panil was great for me, as [ am in
awe playing alongsiklo b

MeCarthvy, wiso iz just out aof hogpl.
tal after having her tonsils removed,
foins an iluatrious st of camogia
players who have won an Evening

Championship final,

Echo Ladies Sport Star award,
guch az Gemma O"Connor and. her
idol Briege, nnd she was absolutely
thrilled and gratefal to all that
hulpesd her win the award.

*[ vras both surprised and honour-
ed 1o pocept this award, but as 1da, 1
just want to thank everyone who has
helped me become the person 1 am
today, from my family, fricnds and
parents Leonard and Colla, withoot
wiom 1 couldn’t g6t anywhere or do
anything.™

MeCarthy also expressed gratl-
tude to her acheals, “Ballinapliitls
Mational Schoal and Ann-Marie Hor-

ey, who puit & hurley ko my hand on
diy one, [and] Kingale Community
Schoal, through my coaches, PE
tenchiers and my own teschers. They
have sapported me all the way.

“My clith, of conrse, Courcey
Hovers, without them 1 don’t know
wha [ would be. They woald do any-
thing for anyone in that clab and [
hope they Know we ireciate it

w lUr own Httle Flllﬂﬂ}' down

wiontlel Ioe to thank &l the girda
on the minor, Intermediate, and
setiior Leams, becanse everyone of
those girls de it for the love of the

Pictune: Dawd Kean

Cori’s Savirse McCarthy, left, and Ashling  Wilton players Olivia Gibson, Hazel Waksh, Shauna MeCarthy, Sasirse McCarth
ﬂurlp:‘«m celebrate beating Kilkenny in  Lawren Walsh and Karfa O'Driscall with the CWSSL U1 Div 1 trophy at the CW3S
last month’s All-Ireland Senior Camogie  Medal Presentation Night in the Cork International Hotel in August,

Fictare; Howard Crowd

sport and the smile on thelr faces
{rom the snow in spring to glory in
September, these ano friends for 1ife.

“Ta all the trainers, managers
selectors — and baby Goorge — who
hawe to organise training as well as
hoing there,

“Thiy all do huge work bohdnd the
scenes and [ hope | know how
much we apprecia thing they
o, and to & v hoar
members, whos wWork and
diecieation often goes unseen, and
final thank wyou to all th
supporters who wont to overy gome
andl cheered us op."




Inniscara

setbacks
to retain
county
crown

COUNTY senior camogie tlia!hplﬂni for the
third year in a row

When vou conskder the calibre of players In-
riscarra bost this seazon, it makes this achiev-
cmient all the more pdmirabde.

What character. what composure, what
Toizard!

From the oatset of this season's champlon-
ship, Inalsearra’s demoanour on (he pitch kas
been what caught the oye. ; :

[ty eviery ganse; not o sinple distraction-jast a
100% focus on the ball

On Baturday. thedr work ethie was again a
highlight. From the throw in there oeis o et up

Coureey Rovers came to Castleroad with be-
lief. They had cvery right o beliove,

They had a tremendous enmpalgn and cer-
tainhy went inbo this game 30550, Butas the game
wond on the e was being suckesd from them.

Their enthusinsm and energy were sapped
minute by minate by a phyzlcally stronger,
more experienced outlit, who were relentless

Conditions were difficult. The rain poured
down, particularly during the opening haif,

It had an effect on striking as hurley's
slipped and pwizted In player's hands. It was
hieavy on the legs.

I think it suited Innkscarra more, they had
the extra strength in key areas. Niamh
McCarthy in particullar epitomising thit,

She may kave scoved just a peint from play
bt the amount of ball she won, the amount of
times she dispossessed Rovers as they tried to
beealk oot with tlse ball, was o text book display
of forwards needing to be your best defenders.

Innisearrm god their match ups right. Rena
Buckley picked up Linda Collins, Rebecca
Reane-Fiona Keating, Courcey’s tried to coeate
space inside, they pulled playvers out.

Slobhdin O'Donovan agaln, named at right
falf forward, plaves] decp, Inside, Collins tried
1o capitadise on the nine-year age gaj.

She darted kel and right, Kept moving. Rena
wits shadow boxing, patient, calm and un-
rufibed. Outstanding!

Tweniy minuies in it was two poinis apicon.
Courcey s were very much in the game.

Fiona Keating had struck two beantifol
peoinis, thie secomd poing for the net only Tor a
deflection over by Shoeila Walsh

Bul Niamh Dilworth swung matters
strongly in Inniscarra’s favour wp to hall time.

Thiwes points, two oocellent ones from play, in
between scares from Treasa MeCarthy and
miambh MoCarthy and Inniscarma went in five up.

Aroind the mididle of the park Inni=carra
thrived.

Ainesd O Retlly, mgabnst the wind, was finding
it haeed 10 gat bor puackeuts 1o the 85 metre e

n Treasa MeCarthy, Dilworth, Aileen
Sheehan and Katie O'5Mahon y swooped ke
Eaglis to pray,

Team captain Treasa McCarthy receives the up
from John 0°'Leary of competition sponsers SE Sys-

tems. Ficture: Lanry Cummins

Match analysis

Linda
Mellerick

I wonder was there a tracker on Katle 0'Ma-
hony? 1°d like to know how many miles she
covered and how many times sho struck the
ball in that epening half. She was awesome,

Couroey™s were now finding it difficult to gel
the hall up the [keld.

Linda Collins moved out to half forward fora
spell to try and gel some actlon. Inniscarra
would have been happy with that. ;

Half timer needed 1o come for Rovers, It did

They regrouped and during the third
quarter they wors back in this game, Inniscar-
ra looked to be tiring a lHtthe areund e middie
third as Conrcey’s had their poriod of suprem-
acy. They narrowed the gap to four points after
Miamb Dilworih had stretched Inniscarra’s
lead bo six just afier hall time.

SN kn defensive mode, Rovers should have
pushed more plivvers forward.

They were outnumbered up front, often just
three present from six, and wheroe ]nms::'flrrn.
were playing intensely as a unit, Rosie O'Ma-
hony being very influential, :

This peried was where Inniscarra’s
composed work ethic was crucial, Treasa
MeCarthy worked all day like & beaver,

As ahe fell back and carried the ball forward
chandes agaln came Inndscarra’s way afd Coawr-
ooy ascendoney was stopped in its tracks when
Dilworth and Allecn Sheehan pointed within the
space of thirty seconds. Twelve mimabes mennin-
ing, it was a delating blow to Rovers.

Substitufes sl come into the iy for both
sides, The last quarier wos time for fresh legs.

The biggest imprct came from Inniscarra’s
Clandia Keane, Her presence was immediate.
[ thee Lnst 10 minwtes, getting stuck into rucks,
hobding that ball up front when you're onjos-
ing a five-point lead, is worth a score.

Having worn down Courcey's resurgence In-
nizearen dominated the final seven minnes.

Two frees by the cxcellent Miamh Dilworth,
fhe first a brillinnt effort fiom an acute angle
and Inniscarra could now broathe oasy,

Chndin Keane's long-range effort lobbed under
the crosshuar for the only goal of the gamee on 64
rsimastes and she olowed [ opwith a lovely poing
Tai Inflscarra to rin ol comBetable winners.

The 1-13 to 0-5 gap didnt do justice 1o Coar-
ciry's efforts but there can be o denying the
superior team on the diay.

Thies in a row. Inmlscarri, take a bow.

It's three=in=-row for

Team captain Treasa McCarthy lifts the cup after the presentation to her by John 0'Leary of sponsor
Systems after their Cork Senior Camogie Championship final win over Courcey Rovers,

Elien Buckley with a hug for daughter, Rena

Pictures: Larmy {umm

Buckley. forward against Courcey Rovers,
ENTERTAINMENT VALLUE REFEREE WATCH ¥WiTAL SCORES
CEATAINLY not & game fo GIVEH thw awiul weathes con-  We had no scora that 5ot the
wrile leme aboid, [t lacked ax-  ditions on the day his was game afight, but we did hava
citamant of drma and talled  poing 1o bo a hard game to ref-  excelient free taking from in-
1o feo up 1o what 8 lot had ex- ees, bat crodit 1o-Jahn niscarma’s Miamh Ditsorih,
it ko ba, OFLeary, ha did & good job wino comvened st places bakl
At hall tamo i was 0-F (o 0-2 afgwirsg lor the abatacias twa from acute angles.
and with 15 minuies piaved we  faced by both sides. H was wial and siippery and
had just throe scores on the He waisn)'l over-fussy and ap-  add in & hesvy sl w
seore boord 50 from a neutral plled the advantage nile wes,  have & baltie on your han
point of view it was nol greal.  there wis no compiaints atter- izmb commnod i of
EMD wands from eiher sida. gt o fotal.




.-

< INGING IN THE RAIN: T he rain did not dampen the three-in-a-row celebrations for champlons Inniscarra after their SE Systems (Energy Efficient

vionship final victery over Courcey Rovers at Castle Road.

1-13
0-5

[MMISCARRA were erowned SE Svs-
{ems senior camogie champlons for
the third time in & row atf a rain-bat-
tered Castle Road on Saturday.

They overcame the challenge of &
Courcey Rovers side appearing in
their first final, who on the doy never
really got gong.

It was a poor game bait the scoreling
doesn't do Justice to Courceys efforts
a5 they tried to the bitter end, however,
it was Inniscarra’s day a8 they held io
much craft-and experience for the
challengers.

Weather conditions didn't helfg
matters as contineous rain made 1
very iifficult for both sides ancd it was
Inniscarra who coped better with thelr
experience campaigners Rena Buck-
ley., Miamb Dilworth, Niamh
MeCarthy and captain Treasa
MeCarthy leading the way,

Courceys found it difficult to get
seores, with thelr scorer in chief Linda
Collins well policed by the experionced
Rena Bockley who won every diel be-
fween the two, Named to line out at
cantre back it came as no surprise thal
Buckley dropped into full back to mark
Collins and with thelr main scoring
threat curtailed Courcey's found the

InnISCArTa
Courcey Rovers

= Mary Newman

going tough.

At the ether end Niamh M¢ Carthy
mt 14 waz excellent on the inside line
for Inniscarra winning a lot of pos-
spasion she ofl loaded fast and also won
frees which Mlamh Dilworth con-
varted wihilat at mid field Katie O'Ma-
hony was magnificent and gave a
Player of The Match display that gave
Inniscarma a huge boost.

Courceys hit the first two scores of
the game with Fiona Keating PﬂintiﬂF
on 12 minubes belfore she forced a -
liant save from Sheila Walsh a minnte
later as Walsh turned a rasping shot
Just over the crossbar for a point.

Wa expected a good start to boost the
challengers but they weren't to seore
again until nine minules into the sec-
ond hall'as Inniscarra took a firm grip
on the game with Miamh McCarthy
opening thelr account with a 13th min-
aie point and they added to their tally
with Miamh Dilwertly, Treasa Me
Carthy and Niamh Mc Carthy adding
to points. Courcey's keeper Sinead
O Rellly denied Jenny Burke's offort
for goal with a good save and with Dil-
warth falling to convert the resulting
45 Courceys wers off the hook.

With Eatle 0'Mahony hugely in-
flucntial a1 mid field for the champlons
the Courcey's defonce was under huge
prossure but Alsling Moloney and
Cinra Hayes continued to impress as
they worked to contain the strong In-
niscaren attack but dropping players
back to stem the tide Courcey’s found
it hard to get ball to thelr inzide line.

With five minutes to the break Cour-
cey's switched Linda Collins o centre
forward and winning the first ball she
won a free but they failed convert and
it was 0-7 to 0-2 in Inniscarra’s favour
ot the break,

Despite Inniscarra stretching their
lead with a pointed Niamh Dilworth
froe inside seven minutes of the rest-
art, it wag Courcavs who enjoyed the
better of the early second half ox-
changes apd with 12 minwtes played
Fiona Keating and Jacinta Crowley
had pointed to cut the Inniscarra lead
to four but with 10 minutes remaining
it was hack (o six Miamh Dilwarth and
Aileen Sheehan on target.

§till, Conrceys continied to drop
back deep and it was strange given that
they noeded geores to at times see two
Inniscarra defenders standing wn-
marked. With the Inniscarra attack
battling and still getting the upper
hand on several defenders at this stage
maybe Courceys should have reverted
{o gaing one on one as they nedded

—

Salutions) Cork Senbor Camogie Cham-
Picture; Larry Cumming

SEOIEE;

Jacinta Crowley pointed a free on 21
mintes and with five points still be
tweon them It was still pessible for
Coureeys but despite now finally push-
ing playvers forward the momentwm
wasn't there,

Miamh Dilworth pointed a free to

steady the ship and she asdded one from |

play before substitutes Claudia
keane's long range shot for a point
found the net and adding a point
shortly afterwards the youngster
erowned a dream first senbor final in-
trodiction as Inniscarra made it thoee
if a row.

Inniscarra midfielder Katie O'Ma-
hony was tremendous all through and
was deservingly named the Everririg
Eeta Player of The hMatch.

Seore for Inniscadra; W Diworh 08 | 060 &

Kparsy 1-1, M McCarhy 0=2. T M Carirg, A Shiobs

Fuan 01 gach.

Courcey Rovers: F Keathg 0-3 , J Growley 0-2{Te).

INNISCARRA: 5 Walsh: & S Leoney, R
- F Crfakooy, P Buckley, R Edan; A Sheo-

han, & ©'Mahany; T McGanhyicl. N Diwerh, E

Loy J Burim, W McCaetry, E Murphy.

Buib; © Haats lot E Murphsy 42).

COURCEY ROVERS: 5 C'Roly: C Hayes, K Kao-

harse, E Wolonay; A O° Aedly, A Molonsy e}, O T

mghf iy, J Cotaiiy: 5O Dovovan, C OF Moll,

E &rfiedly; F Kaatng L Colm, G Hannon

Subs: 5 Haryos for £ OReilly (&5, Lomains Coling

for O Tescersiy (55, K Lynch for U Molonery (53], &
Heinngn for Fsating [ 63, M O'Gonovan { 63),

Anfaree; Josn O Laary (rrascmtn |

Three reasons why Inniscarra are champions again

MATCH-UFS 5POT-ON
INMISCARRA had thelr home work one to perfec-
tions, and they knew the huge threat Linda Collins
would pose fo their defence therefors it was vital
they stop the threat she would causeé as in pos-
spsshon the Cork ace ks unstoppable,

Innisearr noeded a strong tght marker on Col-
lins and and in depleving Rona Buckley to do this
§oh they mo i spot on.

Srong and light-footed, she was as fast to every
ball and holding Linda Collins scoreless was a huge
foat given her excellenes.

WORK RATE

| THE Innisearra work rate was phenomenal they
backed each other up and wers dogged and deter-

mined all through.

Rena Buckley was a commanding figure in de-
fence, Katie O'Mahony worked her socks off at mid-
field. Alleen Shechan was also SiNONE 45 WBS Clp-
tain Troasa MoCarthy, who led by example driving
farward taking on the Courcey defence whilst
Miamh MeCarthy at full forward was out quickly to
il ball and moved it smartly along either scoring,

PAradine s aldairar- 1A AT Lvardl

Miamh Dl

EXPERIENCE

YOU can't buy experience and with several of this
inniscaren side winning thelr fourth senior eotinty
championship medal they had it in abondance.

Players of the calibre of captain Treasa
M-r.[:n.rthly. Rena Buckley, Miamh McCarthy,

worth, Sheila Walsh, Caitlin Loonoy and

Rosbe O'Mahony have been there before amd Know
what it takes to win a champlonship,

Thair tenm work and link piay vas superb. When
ame of them was o trouble there wis somebady on
rhedr ehnaledor reselv amnd waiting to lelp,

Linda H!l!rt:h presents The

Evening Echo Player-of-the-
Match Award to midfielder Katie

Condition
werea

WOITY SaYs
O'Mahony

REACTION

= Mary Newman

FLAYER of match Innlzcarra
Katle O0'Mahony was delight-
ol with her club’s snccess and
thrilled to be chosen as our
Epening Echo Playver of the
sefior county camogle final,

=“We are just delighted to
have won 18, we knew it woiald
b tough there today amd it
was,” O'Mahony said

Weather conditions were
appalling and Katie admitted
they were worried by it

=Thi Fain was non siop and
w wire worricd when wo saw
the conditions but we are A
strong physleally shibe and we
knew we would have (o work
hard given the weather there
today i
“To b falr esch and every
one of the girls gave it every-,
thing amd we are just happy to
havee got over the line.™

Looking ahead to the
Munster club championship
Kathe hald this fo say,

*We will enjoy the win fora
fewy diays and then it's back to
training again.

“We will give the Munster
champlonship a right et this
VET.

“Last year it was the day
after the county final and it
was hard but now wie liave twoe
weeks to the game so | great.”

Inniscarra Selector Joe
MeCarthy was thrilled with
hiz slde’s win and it was o
special day for the MeCarthy
family with daughier Treass
ihe captain of the side,

“fe are delighted to retain
the tile and yes | suppose it is
spechal with Treasa as cap-
tain,” Joo =aid.

“11°s funny really It was
liicky 12 for her, today is Oe-
tober 1ath hoer hirthday,

“2he wore number 13 and
wo scored 1-13 so it must be
our liscky number.”

Whilst there are Winners
fhere upfortunately have to b
lnsers and for Courceys, there
was hupge dizappointment los
ing out in their first final ap
pearance, and coach Michag
Botand sumened up their feel
ings.

=Wa're very disappointed
wo simply didn't turm up &t al
toakay,” Hodamnd sabd,

“all through the Year we
really turned up bul teday
don‘i think we did. We were
extremely nervois bafore the
jrame and nEally wa Never go
joing ot RLL

“In your first cointy (ina
it"s hard mot 1o be nErvoLs.”




Brillian

tlrmiscarra make it thre

INNISCARRA ____ 1-13

COURCEY ROVERS 0-5

SHIRLEY MOLONEY
REPORTS

THOUGH her inter-couity
days may lave come o an end,
Fena Buckley's knack for pick-
ing up silverware shows no
signs of abating,.

On Saturday at Castle Road,
the 18-time All-lreland senior
medallist helped her club In-
niscarra to a third straight SE
Systems Cork county camogie
tithe as they pushed on in the
second half wo see off Courcey
Riovers.

*‘Playing with the club is very
special,” she said.

“We're going through a nice
patch at the moment and it's
great that we can make hayand
Teave a few cups to show for it

“The teams that are owt there
are fantastic and | keep saying
thatit’s one of the best champi-
onships in the country.

‘[ think its a brlliant, bril-
liant ehampienship, it was a
new pairing in the final again
and we're delighted, we're ab-
solutely thrlled.

“We've had somevears where
we wieren't competitive at all
50 i1 great to be competitive
and it's fantastie to be bringing
home cups.”

While the scoreline would in-
dicate a procession for the mid-
Cork =ide, it wasn't until sub
Claudin Keane scored a late goal
and point that theywere full out
of sight of Courceys, who were
playing in their first Amal.

Ultimately, Buckley fely thar
the greater experience of Innis-
carra was a key factor.

“Weve been in the fAral the
last couple of years and that's
defimitely a help, she =aid.

“We had the advantage of
watching Courceys and Milford
in the semi-final, knowing that
we'd be meeting the winner in
the final and that's a help too.

*Courceys are a good, young
team, they have astrong spread
of players and a lot of players
coming through. I've no doubt
at all that they'li be back again.”

In an eight-minute spell lage
in the first hall, Inniscarra put
the wet conditions to ane side

~ CORK CAMOGIE FINAL

ply to take the lead and hold
a 0= to 0-2 lead at half-time.
Seores had been hard to come
by eardy on and Courceys had
had the better start, Fiona Keat-
ing twice scoring points, the lat-
et having to be deflected over
by goalkeeper Sheila Walsh.

By the 19th minute, Inniscar-
ra were level thanks 1o Niamh
MecCarthy and Niamh Dilworth
and then they went into over-
drive with their purple patch
with Dilworth and MeCarthy
each contributing two points
while captain Treasa McCa-
rihy also got on the scoresheet.

In the carly stages of the sec-
ond half, with both defences
habding firm, it took eight min-
utes fior the deadlock v be bro-
ken and it was Dilworth who
pointed a 35-metre place ball
to give Inniscarra a six-point
advantage,

Keating pulled one back for
Courceys, when she fired over
after a strong run at defence,

lead cut to four on 42 when
she pointed a 40-metre free.
With the rain continuing to fall,
Courceys launched themselves
forward, however they could
not make any inroads in a de-
fence where Rosie O Mahony,
Rena Buckley and Caitlin Loon-
ey held firm.

Axthe other end, the Courcey
rearguard were working hard
under pressure with caprain
Ashling Moloney and Karyn
Feohane holding their own.
However, the south-cast side
srruggled to mount any formi-

perience in the final four min-
s when they struck 1-3 with-
owt reply 1o put the seal on the
performance and extinguish
a courageous Courcey effort.
Two Dilworth placed balls fol-
lowed by 1-1 from Keane, the
goal coming from a probing
long ball which dipped under
the cross bar 1o deceive Sinead
O'Reilly, ensured that the three
in a row was secured. Inniscar-
ra now face Limerick's Ahane
in the Munster championship.
“We'll enjoy this,” Buckley
said, ‘the Cork county cham-
pionship is the main aim and
we're delighted 1o get that.
‘Certainly, from tomorrow,
we'll look to the Munster cham-

Inniscarra mmmmmmmmmwmmmm after victory over Courcey Rovers on Saturday

(Photos: Trevor Patchest)

and notched up six without e

aned Crowley had the Inniscarma

dnhléi:iltaéf:‘whh I:I;TQ pionship. You don't always _ _ i
duo Katie O'Mahony i have o good team but we have -
Sheehan controlling midfield 5 good team at the moment 5o Inniscarra’s Rosie O'Mahony gets away from Eimear O'Reilly,
and Eﬁins difficult to perme-  we'd love to have a crackoff i’ Courcey Rovers, during the county final |
ate, chan had six berween :
the sides on 47 when she split  Scorers E""“"f'f ““g‘-“?"u""“?'E Dmﬁ.l;:ﬂteiﬁﬁfi:“-;:aﬁ
Losney; TMcCarthy, N Ddworth, Oftedly; g
the posts before Crowley once  wwniscarra NDiworth0-8(B.C 4 Sheshar:)Burke,NMcCarthy,  Hannon.
again pulled one back to keep  Keanel-LNMcCarthy 0-2TMc- - E purphy, Subs: 5 Hayes for £ ORelly (45] K
Courceys in pursuit when she  Carthy, ASheehan 0-1each. Sub: C Keane for Murphy (510, LynchTor E Mefoney (54], A Han-
put over a long-range free o Courcey Rovers: Freatng0-3.) - courewy Rovers: S O'Refly: C non for AC Relly (54], L Colins for
make it 0-10 to 0-5 with ren Crowley 0-2f. Hayes, K Keohdne, E Moloney; A Twomey (5518 O'Donavanfor
: lefi innscarra: 5 Walshe A ORegan, C A Maloney, O Twomey: Keating (55).
g Looney, R Quigley: R O'Mahony, R i 5 Referes: | O'Loary (Matow)
Inniscarra showed their ex- ' ' " Eline O'Reily, | Crowley; oy -

f

McCarthy wants to make an impact in Munster

BY SHIRLEY MOLONEY

"INNISCARRA captain Treasa MeCa-
rthy 15 keen vo target Munster glory
with Inniscarra after the club claimed
the Cork title for the third sucoessive

irs

After the Mid-Cork side’s maiden
county championship in 2010, they
made it io the All-Ireland club fimal,
lewssimng ot 1y Killimor of Galway. How-
exer, the past two autemns have seen
quick urnardunds for provincial o=

ings after rriumphing in Cork - in 2017,

they had 1o play the following day,

[osing out to Clare’s Inagh-Kilnamona.
MNow, with a two-week gap before

taking on Ahane from Limerick, Mc-

Carthy wants to make an impact.

1t el ghe said, ‘wee have two
wecks.

'Really, what we want (o dois reprie-
sent Cork now and do it right.

‘Last year, we had less than 24
haurs, this year that's not the ease and
we've N0 CXCUSCS.

“We'll be back in training on
Wislnesday and we can’t wait to get
back 1o i

While 11 points separated the teams

on the scoreboand at thie end last Samr-
day, McCarthy felt that it flantered her
side somewhat,

The scereline definitely wasn't &
reflection of the mateh,” she said, ‘it
was the toughest game we had all year.

‘It"s disappointing that the score
didn’t reflect the game but the match-
ups were an absolute credit io the man-
apement, they wereunbelievable, they
knew exactly where to place people
and that's a huge reasan why we won.

It wag incredibly tough today,
Courceys were @ great opposition, it
wis a miscrable day and difficult con-

ditions.

“Wejust gotitover the line and we're
delighted.”

It was certainly one that had w be
carned, especially ina tight first half,
accopding to McCarthy.

“We didn’t score for a while, they
didn't score for a while, it was very
touch-and-goin the first half,’ she said.

“It was hard to get a good game of
camogie out of it but we hit a purple
patch and we drove on, We got a cou-
phe of points in a row and that gave us
a bit of enthusiasm and drive and we
kept going from there.”

Leading by 0-7 1o 0-2 at half-time,
Inniscarra were keen to ensure that
that advantage wasn't eroded inthe
second half, ,

*If we go into a dressing room and
we're ahead, we always say that it's
back to nil-all and we have to.start
again,” MoCarthy said.

We're always told not 1o look at
the scoreboard and 1o S12rT every sec-
ond half as if it's level and that's what
we did. We pur our heads down and
worked hard nnd we hif our purple
pateh in the second, we drove on and
kept going.



Three times the

____CAMOGIE |

® Linda Mellerick

CAPTAIN and birthday girl Treasa
MMcCarthy's vojce shook with emotion
at times as she delivered her accept-
ance speech upon receiving the cup
from championship spongaor John
O'Leary of 5E Systems on Saturday
afterneon.

In what was a great specch, Treasa
took her time and thanked the many
people who have Inniscarra camogie
where it iz today

In training conditiens from anow to
ice cream, breakEasts to lee baths youo
coald tell that this was a very united
Inniscarra group with the relationship
between players and management
somiething special.

Antfe Kavanagh got a special men-
tion, side-lined to a crwckate injury, as
did the entire backroom team. Kevin
Murphy left no stone unturned and
Dad Jor MeCarthy was as ever the car-
ing father fgure to the girls, always
checking in. Joe, a selector with the
side, has been invalved with Inniscar-
ma camogie on and off in varbous roles
for over 23 years, A thorough gentle-
man ‘T'm sure they ve sick of hearing
my voion'”, he sakd.

Reflecting on the game in the im-
mediate aftermath Joe prafsed the ef-
fort of the team. 1 sup indoed wi
were missing Joanne (Casey) from last
year, who was our maln free taker and
what became a loss to ns which we got
over today was Aoclfe Kavanagh with
her eruciate Hgament (njury). A sec-
ond one unfortunately but 1 think the
girls put in the effort for her az well
today'", All over the fleld, the battiing
gualities that Inniscarra possessed
was significant, Every time they lost
possession they hunted in packs.
There was tremendous heart in the
side? “'Wall I think you summed it up
after tha Ballincollig match whens you
said that Inniscarra “hounded® them. |
think that was our motio from the
start. Mewver give up, never give in,
fight for the hall and that's what has
gone throngh every match and par-
ticularly today",

Inniscarra got thelr match ups right
on the day, particulardy Rena Buckley
picking up Linda Callins and Rebecca
Keane on Fiona Keating? “Yeah we put
a ot of theught into e 1 s it was
important to get our match ups, that's

what it's all about whether its hurling
ar football or camogie, at whatover

! bakm amd Maric Twismay

Inniscarra sisters Clandia and Rebecca Keane with mum Annemarie and grandparents The three youngstersbabies” of the team, 16-year-old gitls Ellen Murphy, Aine O'Regar

fun for Inniscarra

X
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SHARING THE FUN DOWN UNDER: Inniscarra’s Sheila Walsh and Aileen Sheehan get a congratulatory call frem Joanne Casey in Australiz
after their SE Systems (Energy Efficient Selutions) Cork Senior Camogie Championship final win against Courcey Rovers at Castle Road.
Pictures: Larry Cammin

level, It's abouni getting your match ups
right and thanks be to God they
worleed for we today'.

Outside of the more prominent
names on the team InAlecArEa’s aver- .
all display, from every ]ﬂarer, Was e = ¥ x
cellent. The likes of Caltlln Looney,
Aine O'Regan, Rebecca Guigley, Erin
Looney and Jenny Burkeall did atruly
competant job.

0OFf course, there's no prouder man
on the fleld than a father alter his
dpughter has won such a prostigiouss
medal and Joe was no different, Treass
celebrated her 34th birthday. What a
day 1z was for her. Joe was beaming,
“Yeah, it's her birthday teday and
there's a number of coincidences.
Today was the 13th, she was number 13
aned we scored 1-137,

Before the players, mentors, family
and friends headed ofT for a meal anid
back 1o the clubhouse for a night of cel- ; e T -
ehration there was a certain matter of a  Inniscarra Team manager Kevin Mugphy with his family, Aisling, Sarah, Kevin and Elaine
Munster championship game fo discuss, - Murphy with the cup sfter the presentation.

Yoz, we'wve a Munster championship
gamse now in twe weeks” time and we're
iooking forward to that because [ sup-  days after (the county final) and last
pose two years ago we had totog out two  Year it was I2 hours so hopetolly we'll

ropresent the County well and also de
the Cluh justice™, I'm sure they will.

) | II .]ﬂﬁﬂ;' -.-.- -_ I.I. \ '!

and goalscorer Clawdia Keane with the cup,



O'Riordan has a long

= Mary Newman

CORE and Munster Ul6 Camogie
Long Puck winnoer Lisa O"Riardan
was recently honoured as a monthly
Youih Sports Award winner which is
sponsored by The Metropole Hotel
Cork (n associatbon with John Buck-
by Sports. r

The youth award s now in lts
elghth vear and every month ayoung
sporisperson is honoured and al-
ready this vear camogle has been to
the fore; AL just 16 years of age, Lisa
ORlordan from the Glen Rovers clith
iz alpeady carving oul a name for
herselfon the camogie clrouit having
faken the Cork and Munster Ul
Long Puck thtles.

She came in a close in second place
in the All freland Long Puck in the
Cooley Mountains just two pucks be-
hind Exst year's runner-up Maeve
Muldoon from Galway in a thianic
batile where Muldoon just edged it
clearing a tricky ravine to secure the
fitle

Liza I= a member of the Glen
Rovers camoete club sincs the temdber
age of five and learned the skills of

yithie game ai the club’s underage

acpdemy andl she hias won honsurs
with the club at Urs and U5 levels.

che was named az Plaver of the
hiatch in the Seanchin Champlonship
finals at both U13 and U15 levels on
three sccasions and she captained
her club's U6 side 1o hononrs this
season in the Blackrock tourmament
where she gave an outstanding dis-
play at full-back.

Cool and confident under pressune
she lined out in goal this year for the
club’s senior team where she ateppod
into the boots worn in the past by
sinch greats of the club who lined out
I gosl.

The conflidence shown by Lish as
sh: puarded the senior goal was car-
riedd through to the Cork Long Fuck
competition where she took the Utle
before polng onto the Munster com-
petition in Thurles where she held
ofT strong opposition to bring hoeme
the Munsier crown.

A [ifth=-year pupil in Colaiste an
Chroi Maofa Carraig na bhFear
where she has won championship
and Munster.honours with the
school side. Lisa played Sclath Ma
Seoil with Scail an Athar Tadhg
where she won Scith ma Scoll titles.

Shie was o member of the Corg L11e
teams bn 2017 and 2018 that teok the
Munsier titles and she also hokds U4
and 1115 honouars with Cork.

This year she lined out with her
club's U6 and minor teams in cham-
pionship she started the 2007 season
in the elubs junior team before
quickiy establishing herself in goal
with the senfor team and nalling
down the pesition as her own.,

Club chairperson Mary Sheehan
Jhad huge pradze for Lisa

"Lisa is hugpely committed Lo ¢a-
Jmiogio and is o great gird, wo are die-
lighted with the suceess she has
bhrouwght in winning the Cork and
Munster long puek thles and they
jare o just reward for all the hard
work siweputs into her game.

*1t's o huge honour for Lisa her
family and for our club that she has
boeen named as 8 monthly Youth
award winner and we thank the

TiReE

OPOLE HOTEL

areer ahead of her

1
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Camogie star Lisa O'Riordan with her parents Verenica and Dan and sister Debbie at the Metropole Hatel Youth Sports Award. At just 16 years of age, Lisa ORiordan from the
Glen Rovers club is already carving out a name for herself.

Scoil Eoin teacher, Orla Meaney,

who won an intermediate county for Eire ,Is,_.ln'lﬂ?ﬂmud Kevin 0'Lea

Ballincollig intermediate hurlers visited the school this week.

sponsors for recognising camogie.”

Amuongst the guests at the function
were Glen Rovers camogie club
president Nora Newman, chairman
Mary Shechan, vice chalrman Tom
Luby and his wife Bridget, ireasurer
[hedrdre Coleman andd Lisa’'s elub and
county team-mate Tara MeCarthy.

Also In attendance wene Lsi's pit
enis Dan and Veronici her sister
Debbie and grandparents. former
Cork comogie president Kay Dunne
el o host of puests.

Lisa's dad Dan ks also invoalved
with the club-and k= with the club's
Jumbor and minor teams and is a huge

support to her in afl aspects of her
A,

Lisa =aid: "It a huge honour o got
thiz award and thanks to Metropole
Hotel and John Buckley Sports for
selocting me. 1 want to especially
thank my club Glen Rovers and
everybody who have helped me since
1 started playing camagie” )

Avard sponser Johm Buckley paid
iribute to Lisa as did Rodger Russell
General manager Metropole Hotel
who both acknowledged her superb
achievement in winning both the
Cork and Munster titles.

Meanwhile. minor and underage

- UETEORRIAL SN
ry, when the
Picture: Jim Cowghlan

competitions continue this weekend
with championships continning.

Today in Carrigaline in the SE Sys-
pemz Minor A Championships semi-
final Aghabullogue meot Newces-
towm and in the guarter-final Carri-
galine play hiost 1o Inniscarra af Spm.
The winners will play Ballygarvan.

In the SE Systems Minor B Cham-
pionship, Aghada are through to the
somi-finnl after they recorded a 4-13
to 1-7 viclory over Clonghduv last
weorkenid. St Catherine's booked their
semi-final spot as they defeated Na
Piarsaigh 1-10 to 2-2.

In the remaining two quarter-{in-

@@ (ool and
confident under
pressure she lined
out in goal for the
Glen seniors.”

als Enniskeane play Rilleagh tomor
o i Killeagh at 4pm and Balkinors
will meet playing Fr O'Telll's oo
Tuesday in Ballincollig at dpm.

The semi-finals are down for nex
weekend where Killeagh or Ennis
keane face Aghada and Fr O'HNedlis
or Ballinora meet 5t Catherine's.

In the SE Systems Minor fina
Crenagh defeated 5t Colitm’s -7 (ol
# in the final played on Widnesday

The somi-Tinal of the Seniol
Summer Cup % also down for fecs
gion tomorrow In Balllnea iiﬂ&
12.45pm, where the club host
with the winnersfscing Sars.



FourU12
Ea]f e
finalson at
weekend

u Mary Newman

THE Juvenile Board have a

busy weakend. Four of thelfr

ez finals areon Saturs
day in e Bload,

In the I.le 4 final, Donglas
2 play Brian Dillon's at 10am.
Thiz will be followed by the
11201 Anal, in which 5t Fana-
han’s will mest Millstreet at
11150, - -

At 1230pm, the U712 C3 final
haz Sarsfiokis 4 meeting Gren-
aigh: andd, at Tpm. the UIE A
final; between Neweestown
and Sarsfiebds, brings a busy
ey to jte conclusion.

The ULE championships are
alza conclding and in the U156
Premier champlonship, Agha-
bullogne will meet Mid Cork
neighbours, Eire Og, today at
1.30am in E-ulﬂm

I the TNEA championship,
Ballinazcarthy meef their
n-:lgh bours, Newcestown,
today, at 10G0am in Ballinas-
ecarthy. Alzo taday, Eilbree
take on 5t Finbare's at
101 5arm In Kilbree.

Youghal have home venue
tamorrow, when they meet Fr
' Mefll's at fpm, Aghada meet
Cobh on Wednesdny next, &t
T.30pm in Aghada

In the U6 B championship,
Sliabh Rua meet Castlemartyr
on Thursday, at . in River-
gtk Cmﬁdm 1 Ma Piar-
=aigh tomorrow, at 12pm.

Conrcey are at home
for their mesting with Innisc-
arra 2 tomorrow, at 1lam.

In the Uls C champion-
ship; Erin's Own meet Brian
Dillon's today at 1pm, in Ca-
herlag, and, on Tuesday, 5t
Colum's and Millstreat clash
at T.530pm in Aughaville

The Ul4 leaguwes are draw-
ing to their conclusion. In the
Ul4 A league, the semi-final
pairings are Aghabullogue
andd Kilbres, in Aghabulloguee
on Saturday next week, while
it"s Barsfields versas Inniscar-
ra, in Sarsiields, on Wednes-
day ot T.45pm.

In the Ul4 B Leagae.
da host Clonakilty, with the
winners meoting Blackrock in
the quarier-final.

Fr (¥ Meill’s are waiting in
the semi-final,

The second semi-final will
soe Glen Rovers mesting Bal:
Hnascarthy,

In the Ul4 C league quarier-
final, Carrigtwohill will play
5t Catherine’s, with the
winners meeting Erin's Own
or Buttevant in the semi-final.
The second semi-final pairs
biidieton with Baliinhassig.

Meanwhile, the county
childrens officer is hoping to
organize a gafeguard-one
course on Thursday, Movem-
bar 7.

Anv chub that has members
who are interested in attend-
ing, please contact children’s
afficer, Robyn Triges. on
childrensefficer. corkifmeama-
gie. b,

All mentors must attend o
coiirse bufone participating in
coaching.

Therefore, all clubs are
asked to sign thelr mentors up
terthis conrsa, if they have not
alrenddy domne one.

Linda
Mellerick

tons Innfscarra take on

CORE champ
Ahane of Limerick In the Munster

semi-final next weekerd.
While it was Ahane's first tithe up
there, they ve lost five of the last 10 fin-
experienced and

als soana
strong cutfis
ey were up against Granagh Hal-
lingarey for the tdile ln a remateh of the
2017 final and where Granagh were
striving for flve Ina row,

Ahane collected the leagne crown
egrlier in the geason, winning thelr
first senior title in ma g r&. That
plece of allverware obviously did
wonders for the side’s bellef,

Ahane edged out Mewcastle West by
a ﬂng]:e point fn the semi-final, 2.5 ta
13

Limerick' g,qnumla:‘djng p]a:.rernl'hcr
ﬁEl'l-El'ﬂﬂﬂl'L famh
widely ised as one
greats, But despite the esteem inw i::h
=he has bepn held on national and loeal
scenes, her sideboard Is surprisingly
empty of silverware,

Frustration rather than success has
bison thee story of @ career that has seen
her end up on the losing feam more
times than she cares io remember.

"G, [ dont know how many years
it has been.” she commented after
Adane had just beaten off the county’s
most successful club to capture their
first senior championship in 42 years.

“It's our fifth final in 10 years and
we've [inally got over the line. It's
super for everyone, for the club, for all
the people who put in 5o much work.”

Niamh acknowledped the record at-
tendance, crowding around their girls
who bhad brought success to Limerick's
mast renowned hurting club after a
ruin -:n-:‘disapmmtinu =easons on the
men's skde as well.

*Every single girl out thers on the
panel put everything into this victery.
W were dnder pressiure golng in, you
always are against Granagh, and we
had to get over losing (her county
player sistery Jwdith to injury in the
semi-Minal. T don't think many would
have t us tocay given our history
In Mmals ”

Kight from the throw-in, Ahane
weren't going to lot this chance pass
therm by and a lghtning start in which
Mulcahy found the tarpet three Hmes
In the first two minetes set the foun-
datbon for victory.

“1 =up . In Fecent finals, [ haven't
exactly the best of games. So, T had
b get A pood start to give me the confi-
dence, exira boast to finksh off on
the support 1 was getting from the rest
of the team.

“Yeah, we finally performed in a
final after vears of letting ourselves
diown and not dolng ourselves justice,
It waz great o just Anally Eul I EOTH-
plete performance together.

Steweped in the traditions of clab and
county -— her mother Vera Mackey
was another Limverick camogio legend,
father Ger Hned out for Deemin-Aih-
lacen, and Limerick and prand-
father Jehn and granduncle Mick

Mackey ane among t qﬁnnlﬁ of huri-
ing — she wies delightod o be part of

Inniscarra to face
a stiff Ahane test

Full-forward Nizmb MoCarthy, Inndscarra reacts a3 a long range shot numhnnhm lhl nit fnuqul!nﬂnnlmm lglhﬂtuli

cey Rovers.

l’ut's ikﬂum and Niamh ummnnmﬂ:t hal:lie for a lnose ball fast sea-
Pictuse; BEPHO/Cathal Hoonan

amﬂ'lH er genaration delivering glory to
0

“Wea'vg n]wn:-s had great suppor
from the club and now we've given
them someihing to cheer ghoat.”

Wit a game Miamh had! As she has
done 50 many times for Limerick, she
ledl the way, finishing with nine points,
four from play. The complete perform-
ance.

Forty-twao vears of frustration ended
before a pecond attendance in Croagh,
A whirlwind start gave Ahane a three-
point cushion o a8 many mimotes bo-
fore they elinbeally throttied Granagh-
Ballingarey’s attempts to pull them-
selves back into contention before

hadf-Eimee.

Chasing thele Afth thile ina pow and
thedr 25ih in all, the champlons re-
5Euntleﬂ on' the restart, but such was

@ tigerish grip of the Ahang defence
that thay failed toscore from play until
nine minuies from the end of normal
timc.

By then, it was too late as Orla Cur-
tin“s goal saw thom trail by 11 at the
threo-quarier mark and their late rmlly
ks e A case of consolalion than of
TEOOVary.

Ahans, and Miamh, got moving right
Trom the theow-in. Tht county star had
aleeady struck from play, from & 45
after Curlin's block on & dearance hal

Ficture: Lamy Cusmmis

@@ t's our fifth final
in 10 years and we've
finally got over the
line. It's super for
everyone, for the
club, for all the
people who put in sc
much workeye

been deflected and again from iy, b
fore the champions even got oul ¢
thelir ovwn half.

Exven when they did, their attack
were shil out by a ravenous Ahane de
fﬁ“nm as Muleahy stretched 1hr.- gap i

r

The Enockiierna girls gave It TV
thing they had on the resiart as the
pinned their opponents back in thod
hadf, but they coldn't foree the opoer
ings and had to sotfle for two Moo
Trisies;,

Ahane ran ot 1-15 10 148 victors, W
Inok forwmrd to a great batile next wee
kend as our own Innkscaren ake on th
newly-crowned Limerick champions



"This shouldn't come across as by women
for women = it's about eve V'

Viary O'Connor is chief executive of the Federation of Irish Sport. She is a
ormer acting chief executive of the Camogie Association, holds 12
vll-Ireland medals in camogie and ladies football, and is a driving force
sehind the 20x20 initiative.

Interview by Michael Moynihan

Mhat 1s 20207

A A bot of the inadibchisl NGB (nafional gow-
arrineg Booies) had been working on dllenent
xays b0 raise the profile of women, 10 inerease
narticipation and 1o publicise evants.

What this campalgn is doing |5 unifying all i
hose WGBS in the hope & rising tds will it all =
hoats. You have The Ikas of the IRFLL, the
GAA, the FAL nvolved along with spors like
paton-twirling and squash and pich and putl,
wihiich wouldn't have the Same resouces of
nComae,

The pramise of the campaign i that we feel if
you Increase the visibility of women, not just
stars bad women participating in events, that
hedps — marathons, park runs, all of thal
helps because § also ancourages pecpha 1o
9 to avants and encourages guls o Iry span
as wall

“1
\

Q. The lack of advertising revealed at the
campalgn launch — 0.4% of glebal
advertising goes 1o women's sport — was
that a shoeck?

A I was, Looking al the ifsh marke!, which ia
Feying at the momen, That figure is 1%. That's
rrassiee — and alanming at tha same tima, .
that's what this is about, challenging the cul-
fune &g irying 1o stirmulate behanour changd
in Irish sockaby oS 1o how ey pedcensa
woman's sport al all levels

There are a lotof menwho've been imwalved In
WarTsRr'S Spo [ the tast fow years and it's
anty wien men ged involed that pecphe vew
w23 baing wery good & what ey 5o
Cbwvioushy thera was 8 bof of wirk done Behind
fhe scenas 1o gel the campaign up and
unning but #'s not Aol COmpanTg us i
mién, it's about saying This is the sRuation
w'rg in now, This is whang we an — w wanl
{0 o somwheda alsa and wa're calling on
pecpie to act indivadually, and the HGES aha
oach commilting o &t on one of the threg
pillars.

. How do the three pillarg work?

A. Soma have pickad allendance, some
pastizipation, some hove picked visibiity,
which iwolves media coverage. Tivre S
thiee mmajos ficdd spors, phes hockay, Say, bul
thare ane plenty of sponts out there which ang
S % Riche 2parts, or emenging spos, but
have huge imemational membarship.

You can reach the Qlympics in thosa sports
bl tradiionally people ane mone aeare of
Gaelc games, Sotoed, rugby, and 8 on Al
Ieast thare ane mome opportunifies oul there
for girls 1o participate in diflerent spors than
when | was growing up — growing ug in
Killaagh the opporiunity was Gaelic games,
1had weas il -
Mo we'ng irying 1o make sura giks know (hoy
hive th opportunity o iry a ol of diffarent
sports and then thiy can peck one they like -
indoor, outdaor, individual, team-based, con-
tact, non-conlact, theng's a huge vanety thane

Q. Haw doas the inlilative dovedall with tha
Haticnal Sporis Policy, for Instancea?

Az | think tha campaign is aligned with the
HMntional Sports Palicy, Cvar 1ha las 10 years
thay 15C has boen daing o kot of wark wilth tha
maney it gats fram the govarnmant on
davalopmant progrismmes and inftiatives o
gt womaen Imasaad in spor

This campaign is pointing up the iImporance
of having rola madels — Bo give tham 1he op-
parunity to have someons to ook up o, bo

Th: 20x20 campaign to"

make women more
active and valued in
sport is the brainchild
of Sarah Colgan and
Heather Thornton. Nine

months ago, they
approached the Feder-
ation of Irish Sport,
which is now driving
the 20x20 initiative.

aspire 1o be. Spor is nol &3 ngha 85 [T was,
gither, compared 1o 1he time when only tha
best got to play. Thare's & pathaay now Bor
evanyong, which s lantastic.

(: But the "best’ are also the rele models
needed, rght?

A There's bean & ot of talk atout obesity and
50 on and the aim of the campaign is 1o get
giris participating, and thal would make the
natson as & whola more actve. |

But I'm conscious also that this shouldr't
COMme BCross as by women for women' — i's
aboid ovenybody, for edilts o say Tm

1o do something” because of the cam n.
For instance, Lisa Jacobs, ihe retired hockey
player, said on Twitter afier tha lawnch that
gha'd commi b going o fve schools B0 talk
about her iile in Sport — she's baan inundabad
with requasts 1o come to schools sinca than.
We hawe 50 many faniastic female rols
modets, great spons peopis, but the problem
is they tend to fade into the background
Bacausa women ano $0 humbile, and otten no
assenive enough, thay soll themsosebes shot,
bt by doang that they 't seiling tuune gars
short a5 wall,

Ii's probably & part of Irish culiune — “who
dicas she 1hink she is’ — bul we need peopla
10 say, ‘weah, | worked really Iand and | won
this and | won that, | had to try really hird snd
thisge weea the challanges, but thess wene the
benefils as wall, I'd love someone alse 1o
eoma on and emulate that or beat it"

Q. Are there International models worth
following or should we locus on Ireland's
unigue eireumstances?

A, There Rave been a kot of campaigns, and
“This girl can’ was one nan by Spart England,
They had & budget of 10 milkon for thal, and
we don't have a budgel for this, we're &
non-proft organisation, but B's aboul getting
women aclive, and peopia active,

Thiesa are organisations which advocate for
wimen in sport all gver the world, but one
thing we wanied 1o do was 10 bring not just
MEEs along wilh us regarding tha campagn,
bt organisations like Cara, which works with
sports bodies to facilitate people with
disabiities and awarsnass of disabilities.

Wa alsa wend 1o ireland Active, whech advo-
cates for gyrm cwners and SE&C practiicnens.
Aot of peoph engage with spod on an ind-
widual basls S0 we wanted o cower thal as-
pect as wall, Wa spoke to Healthy Irefand also
Bocatiss thair support was Enportant

Q. Sa 2020 has bean launched. What's
next?

A, Mow it's aboul resouncing the campaign.
The sponsors wea've brought on board are al-
rasiicly commetbad bo woman ' S, and even
thaugh ey knesy they'd be shiring the piat-
foarm with rmany other Drands, (0 b fair ihey e
on baard because they beliews in ths,

We'll b getiing Sodmecna in &S 8 Comimun-
cafions executiee 10 try i get storias cut
thera, as wall 88 a ive Rdwas and events
pages on i wabahe.

That'll show what's on in women's spor in [re-
tand, from alfte sporis svants 1o park uns.
That was mayver dona before — you had 2 go
{a an indbddual spor's wabsite for it spoi,
frcd on Bmed N

This will try to get all tha information from the
MGEs every wieek, and that shauld W
witibiliry as well in that B ba sasiar to
wwents 1o go o,



Murray eves
future role as

a hurling boss

CORK camogie team manager Pandie
Murray says he'd love to a hnrl-
ing Inter-county side sometime in the fu-
fure.

In the wake of being appointed to the
Hebels' post in the antumn of 20012, Mug-
ray has steared his charges to four All-
Iredand senbor victories in the subsequent
&3 years, Ineluding st month's O°Dulfy
Cup win over arch-rivalz Kilkenny.

¢ dhegpite the Hkellhood of additional
future suecess, the man from the foothall
stronghold of West Cark is not putting an
extended time frame on his association
with the Rebels' camogie side,

[n fact, in the aftermath of the victory
over the Cats®, Murray was welghing up
his sporting career options, not being cer-
tain if he wished to serve on fn the Lee-
shders” hot seat for another 12 months.

=1 zaid at the beginning of this year that
this would be my last yvear with Cork, and
I'cl also Like to get involvesd at managing a
county hurling team sometime down the
line," he remarked on his thoughts fol-
bowdng tho All-Ireland success.

“I also folt that after being invelved
with the Cork camogie team for so many
years there was a real danger that |
woild become o little stale and that this
wonld impact unfavourably on my abil-
ity to contimuo to get the best out of the

players.

| adies line out for Evening Echo S

M.

cracking

captain of Rathpeacon, and the team celebrate after
mglnnd:ﬂlihﬂm DGE 7 final at the Allianz Sciath na o @@IMES: See

Chorcal finaks at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh yesterday.

HURLING

u Paddy Hickey

“However, when I learned that all of
the senior players would be staying on
again for next year, T decided that 1
wouldn't walk away from the positbon,

= foifie (Murray, his sister) is now 35,
Gemma O°Connor ks 33, and Briege Cork-
ery and Orla Cotter ans 30, bul they e all
prepared) fo give it go again next year,

* g well, the present bunch of players
are a very elite group of athletes, and

Pitwe DanLinehan P43, 45

they"ve bought in the way the team-man-
apement goes about jis business,

5o you'd want to spend as much tme
az you ean with these players, and you'd
really look forward 1o working at cach
training session with (hem.

“Alzo, it would be mueh easler to walk
away from the manager’s fob IF (he team
didn't enjoy much success, but the fact
that things have gone 5o well for us nsakes
it that much more difficult to step down
feom the rabe.” added Murray, Wwho man-
aped the Doheny's men's senjor football
e bn 2000 and 2001 before taking on the
Cork camogie role the following year.

norts Star Awards

Award winners Saoirse H:t.lrlhr Cark camogie; ‘Mrne ﬂpﬂ ireland hackey playes, and Hﬂﬂml.hhllmm Laura Lynch, at thi
Evenimg Eche Ladies Sports Star Awards. See P45-49.

Wl Bemlagiche (NP mihﬁi Erigfohe (%] s

Award winner, Cork camogie player Saoirse McCarthy with her parents Cella and Leonard,

Picture: Dan Lineha

InNiscama
tryagainfor
Munster
tiumph

m Linda Mellerick

SUNDAY
Munster Senlor Champion.
ship seml-final: Inniscnrem
v Ahane, Ballyvanley GAA

Grounds, Zpm,
IT"S Munster Club Champion-
ship time and Cork cameogio
champions Inndscarra take an
nawly crowned Limerick eham.
plons Ahane in-Ballyanlay on
Sunday,

Threa in a row champions in-
niscarra g on the Munsier feail
again and will be hoping lof a
batter ouicome than thair poe-
vious two seasons whash, dus 1o
@ clhirter of local games, saw
tham with wery lile tme o e
and prepare for the Munster
ﬂmp?n
In 2016 they had only fwo
divys upon winnéng the Cotk sen-
ior title atter a lapse of si
befora thoy took to the field to
defeat inagh/Kilnamona of Clare
but succumbed to.a strong Tip-
pirary Burgess feam in the final,

Inagh/kslnamana gainad ra-
vinge twelve months ago in a
game which came less than 24
hours after Inniscarra had wan
back to back titles and having
played lour championship
games in aight days. i

Thiz time araund the Hxiure
God's were doing their job and
have given Iniscana A respecl-
able two weeks gap bo calebraie,
thiair coLinty tille, Feghoup and -
focus for his impodan e with
Ahang, They'll need 1o again
give a strong perfarmance to
ovicama whal is a good Limes-
ick Sida.

Ahane, despile winning thair
first serior champicnship e in
farly-two years, have boen
beidesmaid bo the mighty Gran.

| agh Ballingarry for the pasi dec-

ade. This was their fifth Tinal in 10

yeafs.

Thie fact that they finally took
tha scalp of their greatest EI|'.'||'.'H'.'|-
nents has ssen a Earmn
thedr back. They'll aﬂhar ha-.ln}
over-celabraied thelr success of
twio weeks ago or ihey'll bo
chomping a1 iha b to drve on.
Ore #magines 8 be the labes

it was Ahana's (kghting star
which stunned Granagh and
anca they got their noses in font
ihey put thalr bodias on the line
delensively and Granagh just
ceuld not find & way through.

From the thiaw in Inbercounty
star Niamh Mulcahy, who fin:
ishad 1he game with Aine poiats,
four from play, siruck from play,
from a ‘45 and again frem play,
beforg the champions even gol
o of thewr cwn hall, Al Radl e
hay bed 10 10 0-3,

Granagh Ballinganry gawve il
averything they had on the rest-
rt as thoy pinned Lhaif Gppo.
s back in their half, but they
couldn forcd the opanings and
falbad to scora from play until
min@ manubes fnam the end af R
mal tima, By 1hen, i©was boo ke
s Orla Curtin's goal 8w 1hem
tradl by elaéven at the threa-
quartar mark and Geanagh's lako,
rally was more a case of conso-
Iaticn than of recovery.

This could be a righl baltls on
Eunﬂ.ﬁa Strong match ups will

for Inniscarra, par-
lll‘.‘l.diﬂ':.r with regards fo Minmh
Mulcaly.
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PROVINCIAL TEST | Corl champlons Inniscara taled o Ahane from Limerick in a Munster

CAMOGIE MATTERS

By Jennifer O'Leary
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Important to have checks for balance

BALANCE: the abilivy to evenly
distribute weight and hold the
bady upright and steady; when
different elements are equal or
in correct proportions; when
one is adequately consuming
a variety of foods from differ-
ent food groups in the right
ATROUTIEE,

These are just some of the
ways todefine it, but for me, it's
about ensuring | maintain my
essentinl mix of the physical,
social, mental and emotional
stimulation in my life.

Without it, I wouldn't be the
bestversion of myself and quite
frankly, lately I have been una-
ble vo find this healthy mix, this
halance that 1 crave. It seems
like there isn't enough time in
the day. The balance appears
10 be tipped in the direction of
work; the other essential ele-
ments of what makes me tick
seems to be swept to the side,

What | do realise i3 that
without the physical-sport, the
miental and the emotional also
sulffer.

I also realize that my work
will also sufferunless | make the
rime to look after my physical
and mental well-being.

There are evenings I come
home from school afrer training
teams and find myself gobbling
down the dinmer that T quickly
prepared, only to find my head
stuck in the books once again.
1 go through the daily rinual of
promising my husband, my dog
and myself that onky an howr
will be spent on planning my
lessons and marking various
Englishessays, but before Leven
ko it the clock strikes 10pm
and | am once again dragging
my weary body away from my
wirk desk tostarr the pround-
hog process all over again. Eat,
sleep, work, repear. Eat, sleep,

wark, repeat. But what about
miy beloved exercise?

1t's very comimeon and casy 1o
get stuck in this constant cycle
of working and forgetting all of
the things that you should be
making time for. Life is short
anid it's for lving.

It"s timse for me bo have a good
hard look at my past and learn
fram it. Many people asked me
how 1 balanced all of my inter-
ests and responsibilities when 1
played with Cork. The answer is
that | just don't know anymore,
but I'd like to get back into that
mindframe of four years ago. |
must tap into it and revisit what
it was like because it defininely
worked for me.

| o the energy and the mo-
tivation towork harder in aother
areas of my life and 1 felt like 1
was in perfect equilibrium, just
like a balance.

S0, instead of having new
year's resolutions that most
people never keep, I've decided
I am going to set mysell some
ground rules starting from
Tuesday (Mondays are never a
good day to start with as they
are usually hard enough due to
the day in question).

1. Prioritise cxercise

Have at least three days a
week where you will make o
conscious effort to stay fit.
Make it a mixture of indnvidual
and team sports 1o keep you
mativated and keep vou cha
lenged. This can alse include
joining A with your students
to complete the blecp test sev-
eral times next week and in six
woeks' timel

2. Use your free perieds in
school wisely (time-manage-
ment)

Instead of drinking in copi-

Scrolls of honour

r Al Ireland ie medallist with Cork
mmnmwﬂmﬂw#ﬂwm

UL Quercus sports scholar

The Inniscarra team :del:ramﬂﬂtlne-h-a-rm maﬂw H‘lﬂ'mnﬂ county senior mmﬁ#ﬁﬁ
win against Courcey Rovers. (Photo: Trevor Patchett)
ous ambunts of coffeewithcone  life can prowide this. 5. A healthy body is a Starting with just a Few
versation, find a quiet aren 1o healthy mind changes can certainly give you
get the majority of your work 4, Replace TV and smart- We have all fallen off the the kick-start you need 1o oo
done, You can always talk over  phone time witha good novel  wagonwhenitcomesto food.  back tofeeling good about your-
lunchtime and less caffeine i5 or aninteresting article I've always loved to cook  sell. £y e,
pood for you! I'm sure many would agree  fresh food every evening but Even writing this article has
that there's plenty of valuable  lately 1 have fallen into a con-  helped me to focus and zone in
3. Plan something to look  time spent staring at a screen wrﬁmmfmqmp.l_hlmmk- o the dﬂn,_gsr!m[alwa:ﬁnmd:
forward to once a week onadailybasisandit'sveryeasy  ing healthy dishes willnowbea  me _endnm.m-:md ETETgetic.
Whether it is the cinema, to get consumed by them for  priority for me. : A simple list can often be the
a nice dinner, a phone call  hours without even noticing. 1 will also try boosting my  best staring point and while

home or a trip somewhere
new, making time for friends
or loved ones is always going
to elevate your mood and give
you more energy. After all,
lawghter is the best medicine,
and the people closest o you in

tlonal soccer with the Irich U1% women's team. ' imrrtrlliﬂghh__ "

Instagram has become a
guilty pleasure, or nearly an
obsession of mine. 1 think it's
time to make the transition
from Insta stories to thought-
provoking stories found in the
newspapers or books,

imFune system with mubti-vi-
tamins and aloe vera gel that |
have coaling in the fridge.

Holding my nose and gulping
100m] of the aloe and berry mix
cach morning will certainly do
the trick.

the hardest part is following
through with the rules you have
set out, knowing and believing
the positives that come with
the chianges should be enough
to keep your eves on the prize,
a better you,
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“HSCARRAS

Anna Lapot of Rearden’s presents the Rearden's Player of the Hﬂd’lhﬂifﬂdﬂ Mﬁmghimhn:umﬂ (hampionship Final to Katie 0'Ma-

homy of Inniscarra.

.~ CANOGIE: - ]|
m John O'Shea

FOR the thind vear ina row InnkscarTa gol
mr hméﬂn Cark Senior Canmogie
[

Mmrmnt vears have showeased, the
Cork Camogie championghip i a right
hattlefoid in its oom right.

Tio win one at present is o significant
n.ttﬂl::iwnmenli et alone three in succes-
S0,

That just =hoves the sheer deive and will
to win there &5 in Inniséarra right now.,

Eatie O"Mahony was awarded the
Reardens Bar player of the match accol-
ade 1% & consequence of ler brilliant of-
forts in the decider.

C eah s great. Sl on the boss from it
it"s hard to belbeve we have won threeina

oW,

“Winning three ks a bit mad for ws,

“Tt 1= wery evident that the Cork cham-
pinnahip is very open every year.

“We came [n at the start of the year and
I'dl say we weren't favourites to win it
again.

“There Is teams that would love to be in
air position, We ean't believe it sHll at tha
momept,”

Thiz Inniscarra dressing room and
players ave a highly motivated crop.

Tivele desive (o sueceed is there for all fo

R

They have 18 times All-Ireland title
winner with Cork in Rena Buckley within
thelr ranks.

This current Inniscarra side is the epit-
o of what sho was like a5 a player in the
Frebel .

The Mid Cork side are a close-Knit
bunch and set their standards high.

They may have won tithe nimber thiree
i a row, but it wazs one which was desined
st as much as their previous two sie-
CESSED,

For players such as O'Mahony, It is a
dressing room which isa privilege o be
R girls with fonc

T greal pxperiencd.

The HEes of Rena Buckley, Miamh

ﬂccm Allean Sheehan all playing

and witmlng All Ireland’s at
ﬂuﬂur’kﬁﬂ with Corh.

“Bo that helps us a ani at the mo-
mani-we are used to winning.

O'Mahony joy
with treble

Pictwre: Lary Cumrmin!

EEATULAT!DNS

IMNISCA

The Rearden’s Flayer of the Match Award for the Cork
final; recipient Katie 0'Mahany of Inniscarra with parents Fra

“We have had new girls coming g foom
nnderage.

“They ane L?temg us another buzz and

o giving us

"Thﬁrﬂ 15 young 11']3 ﬂlat have phr:-
nomenal drive and determination at
training, just to try and make the team.

“They just want 1o be winning as wall,
50 it’s great.” :

Mext on the sgenda will be in the
Munster Champlonship.

They enly had a remarkable 22 hosirs to
prepare for thelr provincal exploits last

L

With & greater preparation spell this
time around, Inniscarra will ba keon to
havea right rattle off the provincial cham-
plonship.

“There i[5 a real buzz around the pirizh
now at home and it is great to have the twa
WinEHE,

W had our celebrations over the wee-
kiernd, We are back tratning now again

80 It Just glves us a pood chanece for
preparation and a goosd chance at mayhe
going & litle bit furtheér and maybe get-
ting o & Munster final.”

They will fage Alane of Limerick in the
Mumnster semi-final, o game that will take
place on Sunday, Cetober 28th, with a

O'MAHOALY

-Rﬂ-'F THE MATT

HHE FIM S
TAA

ie Senior County Championship

and Betty.
Picture: Lasry {umimins

throw in time of 2pm ot in Ballyan]y.

“There 5 lot of people leaking forvard
ta 1 It is & hnge thing to be geing on in the
cluih

“There |s ot many clubs in the coantry
that get big semi-finals Tike that on in
i own clab.

S0 we are privileged that way."

The journey which InniscarTa as n club
have bBeen on over the last noumboer of
years i ineredibie to say the least,

0'Mahony hopes what this side have
achieved will leave a legacy and inspire
the younger generations of girls in the In-
NISCATER AFeA.

“We won our first county in 2010 1 was
o that team as well. Twill neser forget the
day [ won my first County inside in CIT,

“It was probably the best memory I've
had on & carogie match,

“As a member of Inniscarca cimagic
clith in penecal, we alss have our own -
miogie pitch in Inniscarra.

“That was huge for us,

“Thera is hige work going on there.

“We have a massive underaps and the
involvement around the club.is unresl
andd hopefully, these wins will make
higger and better things for Inniscarea a8
a elub as wall.™

Four time senior All Ireland Camogie medallist
with Cork and University College Cork Quercus
Sports” Scholar, Amy 0'Conner, pictured after
her conferring with a Pharmacy degree in UCC,
Amy also played international soccer with the
Irish U19 women's team,

Ficture; Daeagh Me Sweeney/Provitin

Jouble All-Ireland camogie glory for coach Gould

mp-.nmh:hmsmh'hrhtll-e{mu]d
‘hio Jad Ber school camoegie team
areto Sscondary Schoal, Fermoy
y All Ireland Glory by winning
v All Trebond 778 in Ashboure, Co
Janth lnat wook,

Michelle rom Cathedial Roacd,

Disteiet Sports Award has just
adided a second All-Irefond camo-
ghe title to her coaching CV. In
February Michelle led her school
team to win the All-Iretand Post
Primary Senbor Camogie title and
j:lsl: Ims1 w:u:k added the coveled

Michelle has been teaching in
Lorets for the past six years and
reformed the camogie sel-up in the
gehool. Currently a PE, history,
CAPE and SPHE teacher sho
spends the rest of her Hme on the

seliool pitches coaching teams
Pravres Tof wrsme e Bl vane

Michelle secretary of 5t Vin-
cont's Camogie Club currently
eoaches a number of underage
teams. She came hack to play
champlonship this year aftér tear-
ing 2 cruclate ligament in a match
which resulied in the reconstroe-
Hinmn ol Hir ke
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Push to
get the

fixtures
through

= Mary Newman

THE sanior and juvenile boand
are diligently working through
thair fiure programme in thair
bid 1o get 8l compalithans com-
pleded, tha good woeather the lasi
fgw wiziks has proved welcoma
and this weskend it I8 hoped 10
girl several mosg fames com-

Led.

At minor leval in the SE Sys-
tems Minor & championship
somi-lingl took place today af
12pm, whare Aghabullogus
achd MNewoasiowT,

In the SE tems Mincr B
semi-final on Monday, Ennis-
keane host Aghada at 12pm.
The second semi-final is ba-
rwaen 51 Catharine’s and Balli-
o, -

Also an Monday at Castle
Road the SE Systems Minor C
{inal sees KilbrttainTemoleagua
play Sdiabh Aua al 2.30pm,

ha juwenile board is up to
sami-linal sla ir 1 Pramier
U116 champicnghip where Balll-
nora are schaduled fo meat
Sarslieids with tha winners 1ak-
ing on Aghabuliogus in the finsl
aftes thoy edged out Eire Og in
an axciting semi-final ciash by &
goal 2-7 b0 1T,

At U1E & it's dovwn 1D S0mi-
final aftar Mowcasiown over-
cama Bafinascarthy 4-4 ba 4-0,
51 Fandarr’s daleated Kilbno in 4
high-2coring 5-12 to 5-10 clagh,
Aghada ware too strong for
Coabh, and Fr O'Nell's adged dul
Youghal, a single point e diflor-
ancd Rish.

The semi-finats aes Aghada
warsus Er O'Neil's and and 51
Fenbarr’s versus MNewceslown.

in the U16 B chamgionship,
Douglas will take on Courcey
Reveors with Na Piargaigh hosting
Casllomartyr

In tha LN& C championship,
Ifilistraad booked hewr Semi-fnal
place thanks to a 3-8 10 2-3 vn
orer 51 Calhanina's.

Buttewan clash with Dungour-
ey lody.

Eten's Cran edged ouwtl Brian
Dillon's 5-4 to 5-3 while Ballin-
haszig meot Bariyros, Tha
vwinnies will lnce Memo wilh tha
winners ol hiz meoting Dun-
gourney or Bullevant im the
sami-finad

Thia second sermi-Enal will zee
Ailiztranl hosting Erir's Own

Tha U6 A leggue is moving
.aJ-:nE with Eire Og already quali-
fied from thelr growp and they
will be [ined by alther Sars-
fizlds, Aghabullogue of Balmg-
Fik

i 'Ghmlmillu will play Kilbrittain/
Tl-mnlnnw.ll_ln- wéllh :‘h;;ﬂnngrs
playing eihar Blackn of En-
niskpane

I the UG B Poague, Inntscar-
ra 2 will play Castiernartyr or Na
Piarsaigh with the winnar going
theouwgh o a masting with Castie-

#.

Douglas will mest Cobh in
Douglas. Fr OMell™s host sghe
i and Kilbres have homd voensn
I'mi Ih% meling with Midlaban,

nihe LG C leagus, Bamyos
med Lapchra Og in in o
quartar-linal game with tha

winnera playing Buttovant. Mill-
SEnga arg at harme against Waber-

?r&di-l boe thisl quaries-finad cas-
u:.;'lh. winners play Brian Dl
B,

The players who

Camogie

AS 15 customary a1 this fime of year we
preview the nominees for this year's
Adl Stars.

It'% a good thing to do as with very
fow televised [%nmms and supporters

miot iravelling for neutral games many
of the players outside of vour own
county are unfamiliar. That is unless
vou are from Kilkenny or Cork whene
many of the girlz are bousehold names
TIGW.

The Liberty Insurance All-5tars
titkes place in the City West on Novem-
i g

This week the nominated goal-
keepers, full-backs and half-backs are
]Jr(‘\'il:-‘l.'ﬂ'.‘ll..

GOALKEEPERS:

Aoife Murray (Cork): The {_.‘]mmh-
duv shot stopper fulfilled a lifelong
ambition when 2he climbed the steps
of the Hogan Stand as captain. Murray
is the besi goalkeeper in the game, re
celving her 133h nomination.

Emma Kavanagh (Kilkenny): The
16 beneficlary receives her fourth
nominatien for her zolid displays be-
iween the posts for the League and
Lelnster championz,

Saral Healy (Galway): The 18-
year-old who lined out for both the
SZeniors and Miners in 2008 had a good
viar betwoen the sticks for the Tribe-
swomen and produced many confident
periofnances,

FULL-BACKS:

Mary Rvan (Tipperaryv): The
Monovgall defender produced many
fine performances for the Premier
County which helped them reach a
championship gemi-final against
Cork. The four-time nominee will be
hoping this is the year she wins her
first All-Stars awand.

Laura Treacy {Cork): The four-
tirme All-lreland champion from Kill-
cagh had o stermer of a season in
Cork's Mull-back line as she thwarted
attack after attack that came her way.
She claimed her first All-Star award
Iast vear and should certainly get a
secongd.

Grace Walsh (Kilkennv): A war-
rhor, reliable and strong. ‘The sisfer of
Tommy and Padrakg iz doe her first
All-Star,

Shauna Healy {Galway): A first-
time nominee, Healy had a very strong
campalgn in the Galway rear-guaird,
The Ardrahan stalwart was instru-
mental in helping Galway reach an
All-Ireland semi-final ATANCE,

Catherine Foley (Kilkenny):
Foley was at the heart of the defencs
for the All-Irelanst finalists,

Edwing Keane (Kilkenny)y Keano
has a wealth of experience, The versa-
tile parformer claimed her nni{' All-,
Siaras award back in 2012, Thiz ls the
sixth All-Stars nomination for the 5t.
Marting player.

Sarah Dervan (Galway): The Gal-
way akipper can be proud of how she
led her team this year after being a
consistont menace for atiackers
throughoul the country, Thi= full-back
from Mullagh elaimed four solo
awards consecutively from 20035016

Famela Maockey (Cork): The Doug-

Cork’s Laura Treacy celebrates with the All-Ireland as she takes a selfie for supporters. Whibe she by smiling 2t the AH-5tars next wee-

Kilkenny's Miriam Walshe and Melghan Farrell battie Hannah Looney of Cork.

las corner-back was ag solid as a rock
in the Bebel defence. Mackey has been
m consistent Mxtue in the Cork's de-
fence for nine years. Anodhier to have
an gaistanding season.

Colette Dormer (Kilkennvh: The
two-time All-Stars winner and three-
time Ashboarmne All-Stars winner pro-

Pictare: INPHO/Ryan Byme
disced another big champlonship cam-

En
o HALF-BACKS:

Karen mnned{og“l‘i ) This
is a first nominat or the Thurles
Zarsfields contre-back who contlnnes
to o from stremgth to strength.

Hannah Looney (Cork): The versa-

shone this year

Plcture: INPHOVLaszlo Geczo

tile student has earned her second All-
Star nomination for her dominant and
solid displays.

Claire Phelan (Kilkenny): The
five-time nominee lined oot at wing
back for the Cats this season amd pro-
duced strong and confident displays in
the black and amber.

Hannah Hegarty (Dublin): It has
bewn another great vear for the 20-
year-old dual star who has captained
the Duillin Camogle and LGFA mingr
teams in the st

Rodsin Egan (Offaly): One of only
iwoe Ofialy plavers to recelve an All-
Star nominatien this year Egan has
been instrumental in driving ‘ard
from the Offaly half-back line.

Anne Dalton (Kilkenny): A house-
hold name, Dalton is a very stylish
player. The 2006 All-Ireland champion
produced some of her best camogle
this vear, having received a Player of
the League nomination in April.

Davina Tobin (Kilkenny): The
Emeralds wing back has grown nicely
fnto her wing back position for the
Cats this year, having previously
played as full back over the last
nummber of seasons,

.E:nt Lyng (Waterford): The first
Waterford nomines is the Gaultier
cemtre-back Aine Lyng. Lyng has been
a witeran on the Waterford camogie
paneal, haﬁngﬂayeﬂjmhe All-Ireland
Junior final hack kn SO0,

Chloe Sigerson (Corkl: The 2006
Soaring Stars reciplent is receivingy
her malden All-Stars nomination after
a string of impressive performances,
for the Rebels. Mot only have her per-
formances merited her with a nomi-
nathon; Sigerson is also nominated for
the sverall Senior Player of the "J'!:u'1|
award, demonstrating her effective-
ness in the wing-back position for uu'
champions



Eire Og camogie club
is on the rise again

B Mary Newman

W0 of the camogie’s most success-
ul clubs come face-to-face in search

W 8 place in the Munsier Intermedi-
ite Club championzship final when
“ork champions Eire Og plav host to

[ipperary champions Cashel tomor-
ow in Ovens at 2pm.

Mow in iis ninth vear, the Munster
niermediate club championship has
irawed to be a huge success since iis
nception though Waterford club
v bgen dominating, The first
vinners in 2010 were Lismore from
Vaterford and they have been the
rendsatiecs as they have taken the
ithe on fve eccasions J00 1, 2013, 2004
e they are the current holders of
lai 4280,

In between, Clare side Kilmaley
vere crowned champions in 2012
cith Cahir in 2015 and Galltr, Water-
ordd, on the victory rostrum in 2016
unother Waterford sides awalt the
rinners of tomorrow's semi-final
Ath Galltlr alveady through o the
eghder,

Extra time and replays have been
he hallmark-of Cashel’s journey
hrough the Tipperary champlon-
hip they had to go bo extra time be-
are booking thelir place in the coun-
y final. They edped out Drom and
ach on & d-11 to 1-12 scoreline to sof
p A meating with Thurles Sars, a
ide they had already met twice ear-
jer in the season with very little sep-
rating them.

Cashel’s path to connty final had
een victories over Drom and Inmch
mad Thurles Sars and a defeat at the
pands of Kilruane in the group
tages, Having lost otit in the connty
inil of 2017 they had the incentive to
o one better and return one of Tip-
erary s most famous club back to
he sonior grade.

ire Og wore egually impressive in
}I:i.r path to Cork champienship
oy,

Thi= yenr there was changes in the
rading structure of the Cork com-
artitions as the proposal of the coun-
¥ board™s executive to dispense with
he senior B grade was ananimonsly
ecepted by the clubs, Over the last
e years the third adult grade of in-
ermediate had only had five clubs
attling for the league and cham-
itanship titles and with two clubs
eeking o re-grade o junior, the
apard was faced with a hig declsion,

A o aof disciession ook place and
urprisingly It centered on the
ingely successTial senior B grade
vhitch over the vears had served up
ome superb games and thrilling
:har:;:ghnn:thin fimals. The thought
ehind dispensing with senior B and
levating Intermediate to the second-
ighest championship was that the
vinners of the second ther competi-
ton compete in the Munster series,

Previously, the winners of sendor B
tid et have & provineial competition
0 bchipate in.

i came a5 no surprise that two
fube that ap to this vear had held
senior B status reached the final.
sire g had battled long and hard to
st back 1o senior level but were
whice begten in the senjor B final.

With m gosal underage structure in
A Te] finally reaped the reward
with a nice blend of youth and ex-

SoTEE

Barry-Murphy, ladies feotball, Marita Murphy, juvenile, and Colette Murphy, camogie, attending the launch

Organisers Catherine
to announce the involvement of Eire g in the Liam Miller tribute game.

perience in their side they overcamas
Aghabullogue in the intormaediate
final. In their path to the (inal, they
beat holders Newcestown in the
semi-fAnal 212 1o:1-5 and they wers
hugely impressive agalnst Aghabul-
logoe,

Both Eire Og and Cashel have
graced the Munster Senior Clul
championship in diys gone by, with
the Mid Cork u:l.lfl.thl]-ll!‘iﬂﬁfﬂ'-."ll‘l-{!lﬂ]
honeurs in 1285, Cashel have heen
one of Tipperary's most suceessful
clubs, Munster senlor titles wera
wWon in 2000, 2002, 2005 2006, 2007.

They went on to win All Ireland
senjor club championships titles in
2007 and 2009 when amongst their
ranks were househald names such as
Una O Dwyer, Clalre Grogan, Philly
Fogarty aml Emily Hayden.

Years move on and lean times hit
clihs and they dropped down Lo in.
termediate grade bul working hard
in the interim thoy now find them-
selves about 1o re-joln the ranks of
Tipperary camogie alite with now
stars emerging in the form of Orla
O'Bwyer, Caolmhe Perdoe, Loalse
Barlow, Grace O'Dwyer and Loaura

Ficture; David Keane

Conmnlly, who captained the side te
glory, This is a very young panel of
plavers and from the stacting 15
Clara Dwane and Grace (' Lwyar nro
&1111 UGs,
Eire g;l have trisad 4 slmilar path 1o
Cashel, Hugely successful at seplor
bevel in e peast they won titkes In 1977,
197w ansd 1905 aml thoy too expericnced
Ioan times which necessitnted o drogp
dhorwen 2 prade. pow e good lmes ane
back ane with hinge work gobng on o
underage lovel they W0 onoe again
Torca b b ret withe

Thoy will Rrace the Cork SERiarE

Ficture: Lanry Cumnming

eekire Og were
equally impressive
in their path to Cork
championship glory.

champlonship in 2008 with greal
strength. They have excellentd
players in long-serving Margare
O'Herlihy, Maeve Ellen Desmaond
Rachel Murray, Marie Gleeson
Emma Quigley, eaptain Siobhamn
Hutchinson and Evening Echc
Player of the Match in the counts
final Emma Crowloy,

With Inpiscarra alse in Munste:
senior elith championship =smi-final
action in H:'I.tl}'.'l!lh:}' toaliny apndns
Limerick champions Ahane at 2pm
lets hope it will be a good day for
bath Cork represantatives
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THE Jourpey lor Inniscarea: continges as
they booked their place in the Munster
club final at the expense of Ahang in Bal-
Lranky yestorday.

Using the first half agninst a sirong
wind to work hard and wear Ahane down,
they teok the lead for the first time on 42
minutes and from there ran out comfort-
able winners.

The game firmly swung Innlsearra’s
way on 50 minutes An astute move by In-
niscarra's management o counteract
Ahane's sweeper, they browght in forward
Clandia Keane for corner-back Rebecea
Guigley,

Shaila Walsh brought off a great save at
one end of the fiekd and was fouled in the
provess. From the (ree out Keme won pos-
session and passed inside to Miamb [l-
waorth who rounded the keeper to palm to
the net. A six-point turnareund in the
blink of an eye and vou could see no way
back for Ahane,

Tha visitors ot the perfect start. A high
ball firom Miamh Mulcahy saw two Innjsc-
oA players colllde, Rebecea Keane ncod-
ing attention as a result. Suey MoGovern
gathered the breaking ball with her de-
livery getting a final fap into the net by
Adne Beyvnolds.

Erin Looney and Rosie O'Mahony were
prominent as the lively Ahame broaght o
good start mentality to the game. Mul-
cahy was playing decp, Rona Buckloy her
marker bt staying closo to home and
minding the house.

In general play Ahane were finding bt
clifficult to et any attack poing oulside of
dolivering long from placed balls, Sheila
Walsh dealt well with two NMiamh Mul-
cixhy long-range frees dropping into the
lq-u.um_

the second quarier, aside from Muol-
ﬂhal"ll'l'ws]hr:l.ng Inniscaren somo neryy

Inniscarra's Aine O*'Regan being challenged by Ahane's Orla Curtin in the Munster Camogie Championship semi-final.

Inniscarraare
back in final

‘..-., ..
AP g
- -"'-":“ - s
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.=
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Pictures: Denis Min

Inniscarra’s Rebecca Quigley in a race for the ball with Ahane's Orla Curtin yesterday.

moments. Ahane were failing to create
any attecks from gencral play. Inniscarra
on the other hand were putting together
EoME nick team moves, strsck some nice
points and could have had o few more,

Elten Mirphy and Alleen Shechan hit
over before Muleahy (2) and MeGovern
mlm Ahane a four-paint lead on 12 min-
Lies,

Innizcarra's work rate was starting to
pay dividends, An Aileen Sheehan T-ll

who had a fine game throughout, a llmh'
Dilworth free and two Niamh MeCarthy

points saw Innisearea feadl by a polnt at
the break; 1=4 to 06, Considering the early
goal and coming back ouf with the wind at
their backs it was a position they would
havve biren comtent withe

Ahane turmed around with a sweeper
but Miamh MceCarthy operating on the
forty after switching with Dilworth., held
up a lob of ball. Equally Elben Mu and
Jenny Burke were doing Trojan work.

The gap was st one antil Burke le-
velled | for Inoiscares on 39 minwtes and
when sharpshoeoler Miamh Dilwordly gave
Inniscarra the lemwd for the first time on 42

minutes, it was a lead they never re

Miamh Mulcahy as cver wore he
heart on her sleeve with an heroke effo
for Ahane bt Inndscarra’s eloge attentlo
and work ethic meant sho wias never
forderd too mnch space,

Inniscarra won ball at times the
should never have won bat their willing
mlnmuknmwunnwlhemnllmu i
]Jn.:samai nimerois thimes. Great block:

greal pressure, great flicks and Inniscs
are back in the Munster club final.
‘Seorors for Inniscarra: N Diwoem 1.7 ({07 1), A 5
by 0-3; E Morphy 0-2. M MoCarthy 62, J Burkes -1,

ARane: N Mulcaig 06 1, A Rmnolds 1.0, S MoGowem,
i 01 u:h

IHHISCARAA: & ﬂ'hn_mﬁ_'li'mﬂ
lay: Eﬁllﬂl ﬂBl.l:l-lw RO
o' Mahaey: H:Mgﬂnhmh,lﬂlﬂhlﬂ.

Durkie, N BeCaniy, E Mgy

~ Suba: rﬂmhﬂmm O QrCakagnan for

O Regan (B0},

i:l-l.iﬂl:ﬂ-uhﬂ'llﬂ.' N Magtin, R Coling, N Powor;
Hmﬂﬁlﬂl{wﬂm.ﬁ

nudr-ﬁH-lltm'l.Hm B McGevnim: i O Meam,

Reymalds, O Cortin,

Sub: £ Lasoe dor Etu'l.‘umﬁ,.l.ﬂnlrl

nody (B5).

Humes L RN



Carbery's
finest are
honoured

CARBERY GAA AWARDS

ALL-IRELAND winners were
among those honoured at the
recent Carbery GAA Awards®
presentations for the months
of May, June and August, held
ak Ballimascarthy Communicy
Hall.

Winner of the award for
May was Moira Barrett of the
Ballinascarthy Camogie Club
who captained the Cork minor
camdaie team 1o the All-Iretand
title, the first time that particu-
lar title was ever wan by Cork.

Joint winners of the June
award were Cork football de-
velopment squad mentars

Eranzel Cronin of St Mary's and
Niall Twomey of Ballinascar-
thy, who led the Cork U5 and
LI16 squads to Munster and All-
Ireland tithes, unbeaten for the
ENLire SEason.

Winner of the August avard
was Caroline Sugrue, also of the
Ballinascarthy Camogle Club,
who was a prominent member
of the Cork intermediate camo-
gie team which brought off a
great dowble by winning the
Division 2 league and the All-
Iretand championship.

The July winmers, Castle
haven GAA Club, and the Sep-
rember winners, Orla Cronin
and Libby Coppinger, winners
of All-Ireland semor camogie
medals, will be presented with
their awards af a later stage.

The Carbery GAA Monthly
Awnrds are opentoall branches
of the GAA in West Cark, in-
cluding football, burling, camo-
gie and Iadies foothall. This
wvear's gala night is planned for
December Bth. Nominations
for Ocxober and November are

welcome from clubs, members
of the prbbe, ete. and shou ki be
went tothie board secretary Don-
al MoCarthy within a week of
the end of the pardcular month.

LE R R R R s ss s )

Moira Barrett of the Balli-
nascarthy Camogie Club made
history this year when she
caprained the first Cork minor
teamtowin the All-Ireland title
since that grade was changed
from U6 o U8, way back in
20400,

‘Thave been playing camogic
with Ballinascarthy since 1 was
mine or ten years old,” Moira
Sl

*We had our first big win
when we won the county junior
B title this season.

‘I hawe been playing with
Cork squads since [ was in sixth
class. | acmually dropped off the
Cork scene when 1 was U4 but
went back to play two years at
U16 and two years at minor.
5o, it took four years towin this
miner tthe, It was four mights a
wirek with Cork before we won
the final, g0 there's no shortage
of training and games.

“We had a panel of 32 with
the minors this sexson and we
started in January. The final
wasin April, sothe tme seemed
to fly by, There was no pressure
o us 1o win just because Cork
had never won at ULE,

Tl be concentrating on the
Leaving Cert but the Cork n-
terroedinte team i the next step
up from minor and that's a big
gap. I'll keep playing with Bal
and with Carbery and wait to
e if Paudie (Murmay, the Cork

'\.'..' TR h T the
mwmhm‘mm.

Board Chadrmnan Joe

presents the Carbery

mm’mmmmmw.

MANAZET) wan(s me,'

Loy ng )|

For Caroline Sugrue, 2018
was the culmination of a dream
comie true, 3 dream thag was al-
micEt turning into a nightmare.
Caroline lives on the border
of Bandon and Ballinascarthy,
with cousin Mark being a star
player on the Bandon GAA
teams.

T've beeninvalved with Balli-
neascarthy since [ was U112, more
years than [ care to remember,”
Caroline said.

‘There was no underage
camegie in Bandon back then,
I used to play with the boys, so
I fell with Ballinascarthy when
they stamed an underage camao-
gie clab. 1 worked my way up
through the grades with Cork
and was part of the senior panel
for a while. Over the last few
seas0ns 've been Involved with
the intermediate team.

*Thiz was our third time
reaching the All-Ireland inter-
meediate final and it was becom:
ing something of andghtmane ag
we lost the first two, You could
say it was third time lucky this
year. We went to a replay last
vear and lost 50 we were deter-
mined not to let that happen
again.

“This year it was the determi-

nation and the drive 1o make
up for the past two seasons that
finally carried us over the line.
We were go sick of losing that
it was not an opdon this year,
We actually won the Division
2 league early In the year and
Pawdie (Murray) drove uson fior
the championship.

It was marvellows (o win the
senior and intermediate on the
same day in Groke Park. Yoo
would never forget something
like that. We only had a week
to celebrate as we were all back
with our clubs immediately. I
was playing with Eal and with
Carbery and Balwon the county
B title, 50 it was a good finish to
& great year.”

Glen Raver's county representatives return to
the dub with silverware in hand.

Glen Rovers hail Cork’s
All-lreland camogie success

GLEN Rovers has bean celebrating its players
teinging four All-ireland eamogie reghies and
twa Munster championship tiles back to the

pioeEhsice,
Club pﬁfmmm out in force recently with
plenky of red and white on view 03 Cork sonior
comedback Leanng O Sulivam led the proses-
shon 1o tha at tha club halding aloth the O

Cup {0 show it alf 1o cluby mcmilsars,
Sha wias follewed by Lauren Callanan holding
aloft 1he AkIrkand imermediata toplty with
Emma Muphy proudly showing off the All-lre-
land minor cup. Meaghan Martn broughi
along the Under-14 All-lreland trophy sihest
Lis# O Ricachan aned Tars MoCarhy prowudly
shawed all the Munsbee Lindar 16 trophny,
Amling Wallace held aloft IJ';{B Munsies junkosr

| and also present wese

mfm leigh O Sullvan whowerg
rsarnbens of Cork under-14 and undar-16 pa-
neds this yoar
Chairpareon Mary Shashan pald tribude ta
plenyers for thalr commilment 1o bath club and

oLy,

Ehe zaid: *[Thess players] arme wonderul role
mmfma]lnuwm-?namughpuymmd
o sea all the succass they have had shows
tham what can ba achioved with had woek
Leann &' Sulivan spoke on bahall of the
playeds and encowaged svary ona of the
yaung gits o work hard and keap playing ca-

'-”mfhﬁﬂ,hﬂhﬂw yous loarnd b ghils and il
aU ke ing and working hard ynu‘wﬂ-l
H"I“ o nadrs i yYEArS 10 Coamea. |

- Giub treasurer and formar Glen Rovers and

Sutian- Calarman mas pres-
"mﬂmﬂfm?}nmmummhuﬂ the



Classy Cotter kept

¥ Mary Newman

I'T HAS been ahectic fow months
for one of Cork Camogie's lop players
Ol Cotter.

On May 26, she got married (o
Mark and headed off on o dream
heneymoen, to Canada and then onto
a cruise around Alaska, before
coming home to celebrate her d0th
birthaday in July.

Crrla and Mark returmed from thelr
honevmioon on g Wednestay and the
brilliant forward wis back training
with the Cork team the next nkghi.

With slx All-Irelands anad Tive All-
Stars safely tucked away in her back
pockeat, you would have excusid her
taklng somte extended downtime to
adiust to the new chapier in her busy
fife baat mot Orla. [t was bosiness as
wsial as she helped Cork reach the
Liberty Inesviranee All-lreland senlor
final during an action-packed June,

JJuly andd August where she was very
miuech to the fore notching up crucial
| SCOTES both from firees and play,

Eartier in the: year she also brcame
and aunty for the first time when
niece Fia arrived so it was busy all

}1I:mmah SLUMIMeT.

Onte September and it was nipand
(uck all through the All-Ireland final
and as 1t headed towards fall time
with Cork and Kilkenny level it
leoked o replay was on the cards.
That ks until Cotter stepped up to the
mark,

With an amazing sense of calm,
shie lamwded a difMicult and match win-
ning free sending it straight between
the posts from almost the hallway
ling and with it came the final
whistle. The O'Duffly Cup was
coming to Leeside once more and
Cork were back-to-back chompions.

One of camogie's most decorated
players, Cotter has honours with her
club St Catherine's from 1114 to zen-
for B champlonzhip, She i3 also the
holder of an All-Teeland 116 medal as
well as senlor B and seven senior
mekals,

She has won provincial silverware
with Cork and has All-Ireland junior
colleges honours as well as =enior
and junicer natisnal league medals,
Cotler was the only player 1o sic-
tually play in two senlor All-Ireland
finals in the sme year in 2006, win-
ning senmior B medal oz Cork defeated
Galway before going on to line out in
the senior All Ireland final tater in
the month when Cork overcame
Tipp.

Cotter went on (0 win her first All-
Stor award in 2008 and she surely in
the reckoning for her seventh this
year when the accolides are handed
out later this evening,

it eame as no surprise that re-
cently Orla was named the Septem-
ber winner of the 96FM/C108 GAA
Stor of the Month award In assock-
ation with the Rochestown Park
Hotel. An honour rlichiy deserved by

pone of the games most unassuming
ople, 1t was the second fime that
el b won this award and the 5t
Catherine’s player wis thrilled;
.. *1'm reall ﬂ-u]ighlud to bie meoeqd-
kg this bait 1 im doing so on belialf of
llhﬂ tedm which T'am prowd (o be
mamber of, Thoy are o phenomenal
o of glels and sach ancd every one
of them are s desorving of being

il

e

UG A Sl

Kilkenny's Davina Tobin tries to halt Orla Cotter's run in the All-Ireland final in September. Cotter was the top-scorer for the Rebels in landing anather tithe on Jones Road.
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ved the Cork 96FM/C103 GAN

Sports Star Auard to Orla Cotter, Included are

Jerry Walsh, Isabel Keane, Cork manager Paudie Murray, Marion McSweeney and Tom Tobin.  Picture: Tony (fConnell Fhatography

here foday to recelve this award. (03
all about a tear and each of us kack-
Ing each other up and being there
through thick and thin for each
iheer.” Orda had huge praise also for
the backramn team and Cork Camo-
gie Board for all the hard work going
om in Cork comoggie.

“My thanks to all who helped
make it another memorable year for
Cork Camogie, our backroom team
bl by one manager Paudie Mureray
do incredible work and they ave also
warthy recipients of all the pralse,
witheut them and the huge amount
of howers thoy put incthis would not be

peossibbe.

“1 also want to thanks the County
Board and the officers, they are won-
derful peaple volunteering thelr thawe
o promote camogie in Cork, we are
g0 lucky 10 have the fantastic fscility
that iz Castle Boad and it was invalo-
able o us in oar preparations for the
All-Ireland championship. They are
ihere all the time ne matier when
vou go to Castle Road and the work
they do often goes unseen 5o 1 thank
them sincerely.”

Mar}' MeSweeney, chialr of the Ca-
megie Board, also thanked the spon-
gars for thelr continwed support and

otien of camoge,

IM'Mﬂ"!‘.‘llrl.r: Cotter % a superb role modol
for all voung girks playing sport, she
iz a wonderful plaver and {= always
readily available to help in any way
she can [0 promote our gamie,
through the years he has been one of
our top plavers ami today §s a fitting
rewand for Ber on behall of the board
1 congratulate Orla and her family
anvil club.”

Jerry Walsh representing the Cork
GAA Board said: “Your remarkable
composure in the closing minstes of
a high-pressure game, to hit the win-
ning poind, is testimony o your char-

er cool at Croker

Picture: INFHO Tomnmy Dicksen

@@ With so many
medals already, you
would have excused
her taking some
downtime.

acter and you are fully deserving of
this award. and my thanks ilsa to the
spenzars for recognising the many
talented players we have In this
county.”

Family and friends incloding her

rents Brigit and Jehn, clobao s
Franm 1 Catherine®s Camogie and
G were in attenvdance, along with
Marion MeCarthy and Sandra Cor-
coran of the Camogie Board, Mary
ﬁﬂwma_l:ﬁgwgwi Echo Camogie,

ong with Pan . Manager
.;m-.g Cork Senior C team uns
Miall Callins of the managament
teanm.



Linda
Mellerick

WITH just hours remaining until we
know this vear's 2018 All-Stars recipi-

ents, v look at the players nominated
in the midhall, hall-forwand. and full-
forwand lines.

Minmh Kilkenny (Galwayk An 11th
nomination for the Galway stalwart,
wha produced another influential
champlonship campatgn for the Trilse-
AWML

Gemima O'Connor (Cork): O'Connar
fias been a sensation for the Rebels,
The 51 Finbarr's star has claimed 12
All-Stars nominations and, this year,
ghe i= locking to clain here 11th avward

Lorraine Bray (Waterfordl The 22-
year-old produced a superh vear for
the Ddise and deserves her maiden All-
Stars nomination.

Meighan Farpell (Kilkenny); Farrell
roceives her third consecutive All-
Stars nemination, after a resolute
campaign. Farrell scored in the de-
chder in September and is looking to
win her third award frdm as many
naminations.

Julia White (Cork): The Douglas star
had another great year for the AllIoe
tanat champlons and played a Key role
in their All-Ireland suceass, through
her inftuential performances. Julis
earns hor fourth All-Stars nomination.

Libby Coppinger (Corkk Coppinper
was influential for the Rebels this year
and she earns her maiden All-Stars
nomination.

Orla Cotter (Cork): The teacher,
from 5t Coatherine’s club, struck the
winning free that secured a one-point
vhctory for the Bebels to cladm another
All-Ircland title. Cotter, who was
‘player of the mateh® in the decider
(she scored flve points), produced
many effective performances through-
ouit the campalgn.

Orla O Dwver (Tipperary): This isa
thir, consecutive nomination for the
Cashel star, who was instrumental in
Tipperary’s run to the All-Ireland
semi-final stage.

Siobhin Flannery ((dTalyy: The Of
faly ace vwas in tremandous form this
yoar and Anished joint foueth in the
top scorers’ charts, with 519 In total,
Flannery played her 12th season with
QOffaly and her performances have
earned hera fifth All-Stars nomi-
nittlon.

Katle Power (Kilkennyy: The 28-
year-old celebrated her tenth season
playing in the black-and-amber by
eamluq the Divizton 1 “Plaver of the
League' Award in May, and now ne-
ceives her ninth All-Stars nomination.
She is looking towin her fourth avand.

Orta Crondn (Cork): The Enniskeana
sharpshooter has matured into a won-
derful player and is not afrakd to per-
form onthe biggest of occasions. She is
lonking to win her first awared.

Denise Ganle (Kilkennyk The Wind-
Eap supersiar was on fire in the three
{inals the Cats wok part in'this year
and desarvedly recelves another All-
Stars nomination.

Amy O'Connor {Cork) This is &

iy four years for the
youmgEter feom 3t Vincent's, O"Con-
nor s looking to receive her first All-
Stars Awnrd.

an of Cork, after scoring a point against Kilkenny in September. Wil she be an All-5tars winner tonight?
Picture: David FitzgeraldSportsfile

Michael 0'Connedl, chairman, Gurranabraher Credit Union, presents sponsorship to 5t

Vincent's Camegie Chab, in the company of Deputy Lard Mayer Cllr Thomas Gould, Michelle

Gould, Amy 0'Conner, Lauren Homan, and Vincent Abern. Picture: John Tarrant

Anna Farrell (Kilkeany): The two-
time nominee lined out In midfield in
the All-Ireland decider, but did lods of
good work from the 45m line. She will
ba lnoking to collect her frst awarnd,

Niamh Rockett {Waterford): The 5t
Anne's right-half forward lived up to
heer siirname with bor g:nrl.nggmmi
this yeir, as she helped the Délse to a
gquarter-final ron in the champion-
ship. She recelves her maiden All-
Stars pomination.

Orla Beagan (Dublink: This s a
makden All-Stars nomination for the
Lucan Sarsficld’s player, who was fan-
tastic in front of goal throughout the
SUMInF campalgn, -

Beagan baggped hersell 1-7 against
Wealford Im the early rounds, and she
continued to stamp her authorily on
ithe scorchaard for the Dubs.

Carrie Dolan (Galwayy The right
eorner-forward was in clinleal form for
the Tribkeswomen throughont this

campaign and earns her (rst All-Stars
nomination.

Cait Devani (Tipperary): What a
year for the Tipperary star, who
topgeed the scoring charts. Devane was
devastating in most matches for ’hr—
parary and finished the championship
with 4-46 in her sklbe’s seven matches.

Shelly Farrell (Kilkenny): The Kil-
kenny captain led by example this
voar, The Thomastown Iynchpin was
instrumental in the Cais successes,
Lifting both the Division 1 League anc
the Lelnster trophies.

Hairing Mackey (Corkl: The student
from Douglas has been a reliable
plaver in e Relsel 2ot-apand has oon.
tinibed 1o perform at a very high level,
It is a soventh nomination for the To-
limble attacker, who will ba looking to
wins her filth awarl.

Bichelle Gruilty (Kilkenny ) The full-
forward was one of only four players
on the scoresheet for the Cats in the

Will Rebels reign
at the All-Stars?

@@Enniskeane
sharpshooter Cronin
has matured into a
wonderful player and
she could win a first
All-Star.

All-Ireland fnal and alse scored 1-1 in
the Leinster final victory over Offaly
in May. She is chazing her third All-
Stars Awarid,

Beth Carton {Waterfordy: The pro-
lific attacker was Instrumental in
Waterford reaching thelr first All-Ire.
land spuarter-final, producing red-hot
performances in front of geal this vear,
The= De La Salle star has played in her
fourlh season with Waterford, This is
her second All-Stars nomination.

Grace O"Brien (Tipperary): One of
Tipperary's consistent performers in
thedr campalgn, O'Brien was a domi-
pant presence in the inside forward
lkme for the Premler coanty.

Thiz is o maiden All-Stars nomi-
nation for her.

Slobhin Kehoe (Dublinkg Kehoe las
produced consistently for Dudin over
the Dokt Tesw wears and this year was no
exceplion. Her performances earm her
a first All-Stars nomination.

Rockies .
capture
theU12 B
crown

CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

IT MAY be Movember, bat still
I;:l.'ul:y of games toe keep clubs

12y as the Jiwenile and sen-
for board forge ahead fo got
thvelr calendars elenred hefore
the break.

The Uté B Champlonahip
semi-finals are down for dect-
sfon this weekend when MNa
Fiarsaigh hove homse vemoe at
2pm for their meeting with
Caztlemariyr today and to-
marrow in Courcey Hovers at
11lam the heme side mest
Dotiging,

Alga tomorrow in the I8 C
Championship guarter-finml
Menmo Rangers, wio are enpoy-
fng a trememndous season, tak
on Ballinhassig. This will go
ahead at 7.45pm under lights
in Memo BEangers grounds in
Trabog.

Thore iz also league action
this weekend with the Uld4d B
league semi-final between
Ballinazcarthy and Glen
Rovers taking place today in
Ballinascarthy at 12pm. The
last of the U14 B loaguc
guarier-finals is alsoe today at
1pm in Blackrock when they
host Aghad, The winners are
down (o meet Fr O°Nelll’s,

The Ui4 C league semi-final
betveocn Mbdleton and Ballin-
hassig takes place In Midieton
today,

Tha g game for the senkor
board this weekend is the
minor A championship final
where Ballvgarvan, whie hacl q
one-point midweek victory
over Inniscarma, thke on MNew-
cestown on Snndiay in Cast]e
Road nf 2.30pm.

The minor B rhnhjplmmh!r_‘l
somi=fnal will s Ballinors
face 5t Catherine’s on Waodl-
mesday at 7.50pm kn Ballymos.
The winners will meet Ennis-
keane in the fnal on Saturnkay
at Casthe Road,

Tive hiinor C championship
final betweon KilbrittainTi-
moleague arid Slinkh P was
scheduled for Inst Monday,
however, due to bereavement
in Etlhr.:{;cltnin this game was
posiponed.

The Seamdin division alse
has & busy weekend planmed.
The UlZ A developmont
league semi-finals in St Vin-
cent's see Bishopstown batt-
ling Glen Rovers amd 51 Vin-
cent’'s against Douglas, The
final takes place after,

Last weekemd Seamdun helc
the U112 B development seml-
finals and final with Black
rock defeating Memo Hangers
and Passage overcoming Ne
Plarsaigh.

The final between Black
rock and Pazsape Wesl was ar
pxciting game with clese
marking and great sKills
ghown by both teams on o day
when the drop in 1empera
tures didnt deter fwo deter
mikned =ices,

In the fMnish, |t was Bleck
rack who claimed victory anc
right on cus the rain started as
the presentation got under
way.

Woll dons to-all on i grea
day's comogic with lots mars
o come temaerrow in 51 Vin
cont's for the A semni-finals.




WHILE hurling and eamogle are (eam
sports, Its sl pretty sweet for players
tis plek up individual aecolades,
Mothing cempares (o county or All-
Ireland medals but at the same time,
no one is going o turn down an All-

Etar.

Cork did well at the PwC awards,
where Patrick Horgan, Seamus Har-
nedy and Darragh Fiizgibbon were in-
eludsl, The provinelal champions ars
generally acknowledged in the
scheme, though in 2014 the Kebels
wire completely overlooked in the
wake of a semi-final {inal drubbing
apainst Tipp.

Last season Horgan amd Mark Col-
cinan made the cut and this season's
trio of reciplenis were worthy winners
B arpl weere all Hurler of the Year can
didates going intoe the atter stages of
the champlenship,

It was hugely dizappeinting Daniel
Kearney missed out though. He was
Cork’s best and most consistent hurler
Inst summer, where he drifted deep to
control the tempo of matches while
also rifling over long-range points. His
departure through injury against Lim-
erick was the single biggesi factor in
Cork epughing up their lead and bosing
in exira time

MNow it's easy to suggest a playver
should make an All-Star {eam and
harder to &y who they would repince,
Betng invalved in the judging pane] for
Reqgrden’s Clieh All-Stars makes us ap-
prociale jist how tricky to can be to
find a balance between individual and
collective effort when coming ap with
a final 15.

In this case, even if it was af the o
pense of one of the Cork foremsrds Har-
nody or Horgan Kearmey merited in-
cluskomn.

On the camogie front, It was more
straightiorwanrd, given the Leesiders
were All-lraland champbons

Gemma O'Connor lnnded a remark-
able 11th camogie All-Siar as Cork
dominated the 2018 selections at both
sanior and intermediate leval,

Kathleen Woods, Gemma Begley and Deirdre Ashe present Sacirse McCarthy with the

Players’ Player Of The Year Award.

vl All-Stars
Gob, GPA B
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4
PwC All-
Gl Gl

PwiC All-Sicrs
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PwC All-5tars]
G GPA W

PwC All-Stars
Chh GPAS

Kearney worthy
of an All-Star nod

¥
Pwi All-Stars
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-
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PwC All-5ta
GG, GPA

Cork hurlers Patrick Horgan, $éamus Hamedy, and Darragh Fitzgibbon at the PwC All-5tars last Friday night.

The Rebels captured a doubdes in Sep-
tember, a feat which saw Paudie Mor-
ray recognized as the manager of the
vear for the third time, Saoirse
Moelarthy chosen as the Intermediate
Plawers' Plaver of the Year, and 14 All-
Stars handed out to Leesiders.

At senior, O'Connor —whose
brother Glenn only a week earlier
helped 5t Finbare's toa first county
football victory in 33 years — led
the way, while Aoife Murray wos
honoured for the eighth time in
goal and ace free-taker Orda Cotler for
the sixth occaslon, OF'Connor, Murray
and Cotter are bonalide Leeside
legends at this stage, scrial winners
who thrive when the stakes are hig-
hiest.

Twins Pamela and Eatrina Mackey
from Douglas were both Included,
along with first-time recipients Han-
nakh Looney and Chloe Sigerson in the
half-back line. Laura Treacy and Amy
0" Connor were perhaps hard done by,

4 j

Picture; INPHO Tommy Dickson

but Kilkenny were league champions
and only tost the All-Ireland by a palnt
0 Were gaing to be heavily repre-
sentod too,

The Cork Scaring Stars winners
were goalkecper Amy Lee, captain
Sarah Harrington and Leah Weste in
the full-back line, Jennifer Barry at
centre-back, Katelyn Hickey in mid-
flokd, and Saoirse MeCarthy and Cai-
triona Collins up front.

Being selected as the top player
capped off an incredible season for
Courcey Rovers' MceCarthy, who also
inspired Cork to a minor All-Ireland
back in the summer. The 18- vear-old
has a velvet touch and is a very
clean striker of the sliotar and shottlsd
be a maeinstay of Cork camogie for
yeard,

Ballinhassig's Caitriona Collins is
the sister of Rebel goalies Patrick and
Ger Colling and collected a cup in
Croker before her brothers.

The father of Ballincollig’s Leah

1ileeets

Tnwmi e

Pictuse: Sam Barmes/Sports

Weste, Tommy, was a selector for t
club’s hurbers when they captured £
intermediate county and it was terrh
tosee the family out in force to suppe
Leah: Having seen her coming
through the ranks from junbor — w;
ihe sleeves on her jersey always ol
up Aussie Rules-siyle — she fully
=erved] her avwanrd,

W Cork's senior All-Stars: Ao
Murray, Pamela Mackey, Hann
Looney, Chloe Sigerson, Gemr
O'Connor, Orla Cotter, Katris
Mackey.

B Cork's Soaring Stars: Amy Le
Leah Weste, Sarah Harrlngton, Je
nifer Barry, Hatelyn Hickey, Sapdr
MeCarthy. Caitriona Collins

B Manageor of the Year: Paudje Mo
Fay.

B Intermediate Players® Plaver
the Year; Saolrse MeCarthy.

B Hurling All-Stars: Darrag
Fitzgibbon, Seamus Harnedy, Patri
Horgan

The Wests family at the camogie All-Stars in Dublin last weekend: Louise, Mary, Lua

Tammy and Colin.



Eire Og are eager to

claim Munster crown

B Mary Newman

T3 o big day tomorrew for Bire Og
ani Gailtic as they battle It out for
the Munster Intermedinte champion-
ship title In Cashel where there 5 a
12, B0 thieew-In.

It o Mrst-time appearancs for the
Cork ehamplons as they chase a
Munsier title. For the Waterford
champions it's & retorm to/ the stage
Hhew graced in 2016 when they wene
crowned queens of Munster anc
et on to lose ot to Eglish from Ty
rone in the All-Ireland semi-final,

They go through to the [Inal to-
morrow siraight from winning the
Waterford champicnship as there are
st three counties participating in
the provincial champlionship. Eire

g already had to battle 1t out to
wvireome the challenge posed by
Tipperarcy champions Cashel,

The Waterford couniy finnl was &
Fantastic pame from start 1o finish as
Galliie edged it with just a point to
space over & De La Salle side that had
e ked ol the connty amnd Munster
“harps Lismore at semi-final stage
o reach a first final. Player of the
waich was Annie Fitzgerald, who
zcored nine points including six in
the seeond half as shewreakel avoc
with the De La Sake defence.

Others to impress included fall-
forward Aoife Fitzgerald who
notched up -3, Gailtle made all the
gy rtinnbng and led 1-9 to 0-5 but a
strong rally saw De La Salle just four
points dowrn at the break,

D LaSalle kept the pressure on
apd they wers lavel by the three-
guarter stage but Gailtir respomded
guperbly with the next three
paints to be crowned champions for
the second time in:three years, They
have four Waterford senior
playars, including All-Star nomines
Alne Lyng. Clara Jackman, Katle
Lynch and Annpie Fitzgerald.

How in it ninth year, the Munster
Intermedinte clab championship has
goen Waterford clubs dominating.
The first winners in 2010 were Lis-
more and they have been the trend-
ofters, taking the title on five occa-
slons.

in between Clare side Kilmaley
wers crowned champions in 2012
with Cahir winning in-2005 and Gail-
tir op the victory rostram in 2006

Can Eire Cg become the first Cork
club to bring home the Chorn Tho-
mas MhicDhonnacha?

Well they had a suporb victory
over Tipperary champions Cashal
thiey have oxcellent plasers in lsobel
Shechan, Margapet O'Herdihy, Grace
Colling, Emma Guikgley, Maove Ellen
Desmond, Marie Gleeson, Cork in-
termisdiate Slobhan Hitchinson and
Ererting Ectio Flayer of the Maich in
the county fnal Emena Crowley.

They are slight underdogs but
o't be found wanting.

LOCAL COMPETITIONS

Balygarvan and Mewcestown will
have fo do it sl apsin after they in-
Ishedlevel in the SE Systéms Minor

A champlanship final

Bewoesiown led 0-8 to 0.1 at the n-
pirval and & goal midway throogh the
socand half helped them siretch their

i
Nirdng daen Fallyeaman bie four

7

Bli-Star,

painis without reply to see it finish 1-
4 to 0-7, the replay goes ahead tomor-
row in Castle Hoacd &t 2pm, with the
SE Systems Minoer C final as a cur-
tain raiser at 11.90am where Kilbrit-
tain/Timoleagne met Sliabh Foa
The juvenibe board continwe thekr
league and ehampionship compeeti-
tions and kast weekend Castlemartyr
hooked their place in the Li6 B
Championship final with a win over
Ma Piarsaigh. In the Ul4B: league
semi-final Glen Rovers ndvanced 1o
the final after they defeated Ballinas-
carthy. Thiey mow awall 118 Winners

President of tlm[mughhmhtlm I:lthlml Woods and Deirdre Ashe of Liberty Insurance present Cork's Anife Murray with her

of the Fr O'Helil’s versus Aghada
semi-final after the latter defeated
Blackrock.

It il U16 © champlonship Ballin-
hassig had four points O spare over
Memo while in the U161 grade Cour-
coy Rovers edged ant Douglas with
fwo points to spare. Midleten made it
o il U4 € league fnal with-a win
over Ballinhossie.

The Seandin board have & busy
dlay todkay with thoes U113 finals down
for decision. They start in Casile
Foad with the U113 Shield final where
Doneglas meet 5§ Vineent's at 10am.

Picture: INFHOTamiry Dickson

This is followed &t 11.30am by the
L1 final at Douglas 1 play Bishop-
stown and the 13 A final between
Mackrock and Glon Rovers is down
for decision at Spm.

Last weckend they completed thelr
development leagee compelition as
they held the N2 A Anal where Glen
Rovers overcime St Vincent's 2-1 to
1-0 to retain thee title.

KERRY CAMOGIE:

Kerry camaegie received another
huge boost last weekend when Clan-
meaurice retminsl thair AIB Munsier

@@ Despite trailing
by two points after
10 minutes
Clanmaurice who
contested last year's
All-Ireland Junior
Club final never
panicked and
digging deep they
were two points
aheadatthebreak o @

Junior Club Champions title with
three-point viclery over Crecor
from Limerick,

Despiie trafllng by twoe poinis affe
10 minutes Clanmaurice who cor
tesied 1ast vear's All-Ireland Junic
Club final never panicked and dig
ging decp they wore bwo points ahes
af th broak,

A determined start 1o (e 2ec0T
Talf enmaped thae titke returned bae
o Clarrmsiries as 1|:||::|.' Tebd ol o de
termingd Crecora challengs in 1h
clog|ng stages o run omt winner
with three polnts (o cpars 1=11 10 -4



InNiscarra
primed to
lift Munster
Crown

CAMOGIE

2 Linda Mellerick

Munster club final:
innigcarra v Inagh Kinamana,
Pilirc Sean O Laochda, Cashel,

tomarrow at 2.30pm,

A rivalry has built up betwoen
Cork's Inniscarra and Clare’s
Inagh Kilnamona over the
past few yeurs,

Thew remew it lomorrow in
Cashel to determine who
will he crowned kingping of
Munster. In 2016, Innisearra
had only two days upon
winning the Cork senior title
after a lapss of six years bofore
they took to the field to defeat
Inngh/Kilnamona in the 2emi-
final, but snccumbed to a
strong Tipperary Burgess
team in the inal,

Inagh/Kilnamona gained
revengeo 12 months ago in @
game which came less than 24
hours after Inniscarra had
won back-to-back tithes and
having played four champlon-
ship games in cight days,

However, Burgiss Dhaharra
apain took the Munster tltle.

Mow, with Inagh having
dofented Burpess in this year's
apml. I°"s down 1o the mnmners-
i the st 1Wo Years.

Like Inniecarra, Inagh won
thelr third county title in o
row recently, by virtue of a
dingle poaint victary over
Sewnnarket.

Rath sldes have been knock-
ing om the door and, with thiree
local champlonships secured,
thers is & veal hunger to go
beyond and challenge [or
munster and All-Ireland hon-
GUrE.

Helped by o forfunate goal
oo minutes before hall thme,
imah took o two=paknd lead to
the break, 1-4 to 05, in their
county final. Having flayed
with the aid of the bréede in
the fivst half, a two-poind
mvantage didn't look enough.

Eleven minutes into the sec-
ond half, Newmarket had
drawm leved, but within a min-
ute of Aine O'Brien iring over
ihe equalising point, the title
lolders struck for their sec-
and goal, Sinead O"Loughlin
finding the net. Inongh led by
five points in the dying min-
awbes, byt 1-1 — the goal coming
in imjury tinse from Newnar-
ket — left a point belwoen
them at the finizh.

Flona Lafferty and Aoifo
Keane are Clare senfor inter-
county players, the Iatier
named player af the mateh in
that win, from midfgk, Siod-
han Lafferty is another Key
narme for the Clare side,

Confidence will be high in
Inagh after dethroning the
Munster champlions but In-
niscarra wiil feel this is the
firsl sear in thees that they
are properly preparced for
thiir Mumsier onslanghi.

The game is o dowbles
hender with the ﬂ.r:;:ﬂm rilser
seving Cork's Eime O ke on
Gailltir of Waterfond in the
intermediate Munster Moal
Thi venue was-chosen 1o hon-
pursJean Haviden of Cashel
camogio club, former trons-
urer of Munster Camogic, who
Taissed awny rocently,

Worthy winners

in All-Star lineup

Camog

RIGHTLY 5o, Cork dominated the 2018
Camogie All-Stars team last weekend
faking seven places on this yeur s se-
lection All-Ireland runners-up Kilken-
nw recelved five awards, with semi-fl-
nalists Galway and Tippe rocaiv-
ing one award each and Waterford
completing the line-up with number
nitesn.

pPaudie Murray received back-to-
back Manager of the Year awards after
suiding Cork to both the senior and in-
tormediste tiiles last September. A mec:
ord third reward for him. _

1t's wonderful for those winning
awards for the first time. Hannah Loo-
ney found herself in unfamiliar terri-
tory this vear when Pandie decided to
iry her facing the hall. "n-'i'jth_E gl
hand, gread strength and pace 18 WS a
wise move and Hannah must be thril-
fod] that it resulbed in her taking an All-
Siar award i Fighit half back.

I'm thrilled to see Chloe Sigerson
Win one,

What a player she has developed
imto sinee her minor days. Her leador-
ship qualitics and confidence to strike
points from difence and assume the e
aponsibility for long-range firee faking
have blossomeed

Mo gurprise, Gomma won her record
1ith avenrd and sits top of the All-Stars
rall of honowr. The ever-dependable
Pamela Mackey thoroughly descerved
her fourth owand, Aoifie was a cortain.
ty, wasn 't she?

[ dbom't think vou can argue with that
defensive selection. I was hoping
Lanrs Treacy might get one, but Gal-
way’s Sarnh Dervan bsa hand one to Te
up against and vou would expect semi-
fimalists to grab at least one statue.
Player of the final Orla Cotter took her
sixth awanrd at midfield.

I'ni & b fan of Grace Walsh. 1 was a
big Fan of her brother Tommy too and
there can b no denying her a first All-
Stars Award at right corner-back. Anne
ralion claimed a sicth medal @t centre-
back and atso picked up the Camogic
Azsociation/WGEA Senior Players'
Plagror of the Year. Meighan Farrell in
midficld with Katie Power and Denise
Ganle in the hnlf-forward line wers the
other Kilkenmy recipients.

The 2018 All-Stars teaim was com-
pleted with Tipperary forward Ciit
Dovane, rewarded with her first All-
Stars Award for her performances as
the championship's top scorer in their
rin to the All-Treland semi-final, by
belng selectod at Mll-forward while
wWatcerford star Both Carton |8 recog-
niged af loft corner-forwnrd as Water-
ford reached the kneckout stages of the
senbor champlonship for the first time.

1's great for Beth Carton, acknowl-
cdping the tremendous player she s
It's far harder for a player from a
weaker county to shine against
sironger opgosition, the chances don’t
COE Your wiys us often, vet Beth has
clomwe it time and agadn aml s well de-
sorved.

Courcey Rovors' Saoirse MceCarthy
was the recipient of the Intermstkate
Plavers” Flayer of the Year while Dub-
lin‘s Caragh Dawson was closen as thie

President of the Camogle Assodiation, Kathleen Weods and John Coffey of Liberty Insurance with all of the 2018 Searing Stars Aw

Winners.
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President of the Camogie Assodiation Kathleen Woods and
ance present Cork's Chioe Sigerson with her first All-5tar.

Junior Players' Player of the Year. If
T'm niot mistaken, the last Cork payer
to receive three All-lTreland inter-conn-
tv medals in one season was Glen
Rovers” Clare McCarthy back in the
aearly Bls.

Cork had double the reason to cel-
ehrate agiin as our Intermediate All
Irekand champions also led the Soaring
Stars Awards, We took soven posltions,
Goalkeeper Amy Lee, captain Sarah
Harrington and Leah Weste in the full-
back line, Jennifer Barry at centre-
back, Katelyn Hickey in midfield,
Sanirse MeCarthy at left half-forsard
and Catrbona Collins at 1eft corner-fors
ward. 14 All Stars in tedal plus Man-
aper of the year,

Moot o bl night at allt
;-uw.nlnsmuﬂuwwmlm

Goalkeoper: Aode Burnay (Cork) - Bik Tims
Wi

ight Comar-Backs Groce Walsh [Hikonny) - 18
Toeril Wi

Full-Back; Saragh Desvan”|Gabaayh — Sth Temo
Wi

o,

Ledt Cosner-Bach: Pamain Mackoy (Cor) - 4ty
Tiered Whiinier
Righ Halt-Back: Hannah Lesoay [Cork] - 180 Tima
L
Canire HalkBack: Anna Dakon (Kilonmy] = &5
Lot Sigensn (Cork) = 1t Thma
Left Hall-Back: Crion =

ity Soaring

Winnas (WD InfermedEag Stars fowied in
SN
Midfleld; Gomma OrConnol [Corkd = 115h Tima
Winne.
Midiiaid: Meighan Farrell (Kilenny] — 3rd Tima
Wi

Riight Hatl:Forwasd: Oia Coter (Giarke] - Bih Tuma

WWinne:

Cenire Hall-Formont Kata Power [Kikeory] - Sth

Tiersn Winnes:

Lo Fall-Ferward: Desiss Gauls {Kikerewy) -~ Ind

ThTia Vinneat

Right Coumes-Ferward: Katring Mackoy (Cork] -

Bthy Tisaa Wit

Full-Forward: Can Devars (Tippenary] - 191 T

byt rd: Bath Carton (Waterioed)
sForemrd; in n -

ﬂrﬂwmm oivon Interadisg Soerng Stas

S iy 2015}

2018 Hoaring S sponsoned iy LSty Insur:

WACE

Gonleepe: Amy lLea |Corkp - indarTapiatn - T8
Tiene Winne:

Deirdre Ashe of Liberty Insur-
Ficture; INFHO: Tomeny Dickson

Plcture: IMPHO/Tamemy Dick

@@!'m thrilled to
see Chloe Sigersor
win one. What a
player she has
developed into sinc
minor.

Right Cornes-lack: Lean Wesle (Cork) - |
prapchalis — 15 Tumd WWhinrer.

Full-Bagk: Sarah Haringion (Gork) — Imerm
- @l Tl WWINOEe

Lt Carmser-Back: Alsrnah Savage [Doen] -
miaediatis — Y58 Tirre Wirno!

Righl Hall-Back: Fenruala Cat (Do) -
FrpEang ~ 4th Time YW

Cpnbre Hab-Back: Jerrifar Barry [Dork] -
raediate — 151 Terd Wismse.

e Jursor - Fral T Winned

PMlicHiada: Bodahyry Hhckey (Dawi) - Inoemradiiio
Timae Yynne:

Midfield: Pauls Groben (Down] - IRLITeecs
18 Time Wirinod

Right Hasi-Foreard: Carsgh Dawson (Tl
Promid Jufor - 151 Tima YWerar.

Cgnira Hall-Forwesnd: Jenery Graca (Tioges
Iniprmasdiale — 1 Tens Winate

Ledi Mall:-Eormard: Saoks MoCarihy (Cosk
it - 151 Tima Wierar

Righl Cernar-Formend: Mams Malen [Doen
permedkaio - #F Timi Winna

Full-Formard: Sara-Lowse Carr |Dowm) -
g - 2l Tama WiEnner,

Lef Comar-Fonaand: Cunons Caling |Conk
ipirrschabe: - Vet Tima Wi

208 o The Yoar: Paudis Mumsy,
S T Whrias



amogie stars

feted Down Under

#John Bohane

SORK camogie players Clair O"Sulli-
man and Loniss Holland wene recently

weognbsed for their ckmogie prowess
vhen they both received All-Star
vwards in Australia.

The ace duo wers hononred for &
eries of groat displays for thelr chib
i state feams this season.

They bath recelved Ausiralasian
A1E-Stars awards.

Clair. who hails from Mewcestown
s thrilled with her accolade.

Tt was such a great achievement.

“I've plaved in the Stafe Games in
Frevions for both football and ca-
rioghe and never received ane 26 1T was
i great honour to be picked.

“Ii is a nict honour,” revealed the
tar camogie pln{-;.

Clair, who is e fn Melbourne,
1]‘:%5 her elub camogie with Sinn Fein
i | 1

The defensive ace played a huge rode
n thedr league and championship sue-
kg (IS SEEsON.

She was thrilled fo play her part in
helr successiul season.

=We won both the beague and cham-
¥ienship this year.

“The standard of eamogie is great
mnd getting stronger every vear. The
wumber of girls playing here in Vie-
0T Are increasing every year.

“1 was playing as a corner/wing
ek over the season.,

“We finkahed our season inJuly with
1 championship win over Shamrocks.
Thie sesisasn will start back ngain in Ja-
puaty in preparation for the Mel-
e sevens in Februnry.”

The GAA enthusiast s loving life in
Ansiralia.

Joining a GaA club in Melbourne
opaned many doors for her and it also
anabled her to make contacts and
friends with other camogle enthusl-
asts as ghe revealsd.

vSinn Féln GAC are a great club to
play for. We celebrated our 65th year
this year and it was great 10 reconnect
with alder membsers. It's nmmh-]{rthe
hesi way te meet people, you'll be
added intoa WhatsApp group of about
70 girls who are all of have been in the
same position a8 you.

“It is great to get some contacts and
tips from people who have been here
for a number of years.

“Tye been Hving in Australin eight
yoars now. Lam ng it 2% I"ve been
here 30 lang. 1 am very lecky that 1
a chance to move hers and make
{riends for life."

Cork camogle was well repregented
in the Australasian All-5tar awaris,

Jen Hosford, Karen Jones and
Louise Holland alse recejved All-Star
awards following great seasons with
their Australian clubs respectively.

Clair i= thrilled for ker fellow CoTk
camogie players.

*1am thritled for the rest of the girls
who pot All-Star awards.

“They are a great bunch of girls,
They have such heart and determi-
nation, it was great (o see.

“lonly knew Lolse Holland befors
meoved ovor to Anstralia, as we played
fonthall together with 5t Val's, | got to
ﬂﬂr Karen and Jen through cama-

Altention for Clair new turns to get-
ting married. She is planning on tak-
W a esmeE ofl Beoom olavineg camdagle.

k

£

Former Newcestown player Clair 0'Sullivan who won an All-Star award in Australia following a series of great displays for both Sinn Féi

and the ¥ictoria State team. She is pictured here on the far right with the other three Cork camogie All-Star winners in Auestralia. Leftt
right: Karen Jenes, Inniscarra; Jen Hosford, Glen Rovers; Louise Holland, Cleughduy; and Clair 0'Mahony, Newcestown.

fiar Australia.

bt will still help Sinn Feln GAC in off-
eld matters, :

“T'ver really enjoyed playing camo-
gie. 1 have learnt o mkch from playing
with different girls from all over the
country, they all kave a undgue stybe of
playing.

“Far now, however, | am hanging up

my boots as 1 am gditing married next
year and bruise a peach =0 it will
be safier if [ take the year oul

“1 will stay invalved in the club as it
{= mice to help out behind the seenes.”

Former Cloughduav player Louise
Holland was also delighted to conclude
the season with an All-Star award,

“Jt was a grn-m achievemont. 1 was
wory shocked.

“11 s & tenm cffort apd we werd play-
ing with a great bunch of ghrls an the
Victoria State team.

“Wha played against both Mow South
Wales and @ueensland, The 20 All-
Siars are made up of a combination of

Louise Holland with her parents and nephew at Croke Park after winning the World Games

ihe three state teams. From that list of
players, 14 players will then get a
chance to be pleked for the Australia
team at the World Games which will b
Teold in Ireland mext year”

The Cork comagie ace has already
represented the Australia camogle
team at the World Games,

She has great memories of playing
in Croke Park.

[ finally had my droam come true of
playing in Croke Park, We won the
whole tonrnament, playing teams
from Dubai, Mew York and London,

“It was a greaft experience.”

Louise still keeps abreast of all the
camogle action back at home.

She was thrilled to see her former
tearn-mate Acife Murray captain the
Cork senior team to All-Ineland glory,

1 still keep a chose eye op all tha ac-

tlon at home, 1t was greal seeing Corlk
win another All-Ireland title.
*T was delighted te see my fellow

@@t is great to get
some contacts and
tips from people wha
have been here for 2
number of years

club mates Briege Corkery comir
back playing this season once aga
and Aoife Murray was brilllant as ci
txin,

“They have enjoyed great club as
county carcers. They are fantust
players and role motles.”

Louise, who played undera)
foothall with Cork, as great memork
of playing with her boloved Cloughids
club,

“I started playing for Cloughduay
the age of six. | was an average phay
wehvn blossamed with age.

“Having players like the Corke
Tamily, the Dunleas, Joanne O°Calls
han and Una O'Donoghne was fant
tic to play alongskde.

= They were all great players.)
won a few county titles in Uheeal
20005 befors 1 moeved away [rc
Iralandd,

*Those were graat days witl

groaf club.”



Inniscarraqueens

of Munster again

Inniscarra 29
inagh Kilnamona 0-7

INMISCARRA beonme Munster cham-
plons for the second time in their
club's history after an improssive sed-
apd half performance in Cashel.

Juist as they did In their semi-finil
win, vesierday 1|!||.-_',-' withstood the first
half prossure, wore [nagh Kilnamona
down and procecded fo Fun at thelr op-
ponenis in the seoond. :

Aulded 1o that was the once again un-
erring acewracy of Niamh Dilworth
from placed balls, as midway through
the secomd half Inniscarra looked 1o be
getting stronger and sironger with
Inagh struggling o keep up,

In mipcky and heavy undeefost con-
ditions referee John Lillis let rucks
play ot and attempted to keep 1he
game flowing in the opening 306 min-
utes, but an exeess of side-line balls
lent fisell to a stop-start half.

Imaph had an off day in front of poal,
Amy Keating miszing two 2oft frees,
with a cumiukative oight wides in total
registered by half time. Bat you mkst
give eredit 1o Inniscarr who forced
strikes under pressure. Their full-back
Hne of Aine O Regan, Caitlin Looney
angd Rebecca Quigley were brilliant,
e Tittle Jack Bussell's snapping at
thi heels, their opponents desperate o
pot away bul not having any success,

Whenever Inniscarra attacked they
had the measure of the Inagh defence.
With their first attack on three min-
nies, Miamh Dilworth had the kall in
the pet after an offload from Miamh
Ml:l'.'l.l'll'l'!.'. Aftacks were sparse, bl
Drilworth had Innkscarma ahead 1-1 to0-
1 om 13 minutes with a lovely overhead
sirike. again McCarthy's Invelvement
crucial.

It was a low scoring opening half
with Inpiscarea beading 12 fo0-3 af the
break, but excitement grow tenfold
once the ball was thrown in for that
socondd thirty, With the emd whistle in
sight, both 2ides Hed the tempo.
Inagh Kilnamana burst into attack but
again the defending by Inniscarra’s
entire bk six was exemplary.

Inniscarra celebrate winning the Mu

Hiamh Dilworih and a beauty of a
point from Katie O"Mahony pushed In-
nigearra four ahend. The move of the
game came on 347 minutes. It started
with Bena Buckley in defence. Mot an
Inagh plaver tonched the ball as In-
nizcarra worked it up the feld with
super sub Clandia Keane finkshing to
the net.

Afleen Shechan made surging runs
{rom eentre field. Miamh MeCarthy
waz brililantly hard working on the
forty as Inniscaria pulled farther
away, Three frees from the stlek of Dil-
worth and Inniscarra were home anad
dry, emptying their bench minutes be-
fore the final whistle,

Scoress for Innéscasrn: M Ditweeih 146 05 1), ©
Keaarm 1+1, K Oivlashony, W McCarty 0-1 sach
ngh Kilnamona: & Haabes 0-5 (0.4 1 0 45), L
Fiyan, & Koans 0-1 oach

Hr_lﬂﬂﬁ-;l#: 5 mbfl: A LY Hug:'l. = lw
oy B O'Mahorrr, T MeCantiy, B Ditvaseth, A Shag-
Py J Baskp, M MeCartiy, E Murply

Subs: © Koane for J Burks thel), L Hayos for A
Fians {500, M Buckly lor R Cusghey (B0, D O'Cal
taghan for A OFRegan (60). A O'Connor for E
fumpbey T,

IMAGH KILHAMONA: A Kopting; J ald, 5
mﬁzm;;w%gﬁw.ﬁh =L

i, A 0 Hi; ‘Loughling A Keana;
rﬂ..rﬂ'yn & Koating. G Eﬂ;lhmm
RAafarea; Motk Lilks [Tigpaianyd.

nster senior cdub camogie final in Cashe

Musnster final yesterday in Cashel.

Inagh Kilnamena's Teresa 0°Keeffe tackles Inniscarra’s Katie 0°'Mahony during the

Picture: Joha D Kelly

Eire Og fall well short in Munster intermediate joust

Gailtir 2-10
Eire Og 0-6

WATERFORD champions Gailtir proved a bridge teo
far for Cork champions Eire Og as they teok the Al
Munster Inter: ate claampionship title in Caghel
vesterday.

Guiltir dominated the opening 30 minntes and they
furmed arcumd In a comforable position leading 1-7
o 0-2. A goal firom Aolfe Fitzgerald afier 22 minueles
helped extond thelr lesd to seven points when she
-‘n“trrgll-:d mlongs range Aokfie Lyng free and sent it (o
0 opened the scorlng with a point from

monsl o w Adne Lyng quickly
l'!'lﬂh'd-h level mnattors, With their f||:-ﬁ_l-:|-|u_| under &

1ot of pressure Eire Og fell belind with the Fitz
ralds Aoife and Annie, leading the way ﬂ:.T {]nlllﬂ!;

CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

they took the lead.

Aoife fred over a point and with Annie hitting
e in-a-row one from a free it was 0-5 1o 01 as Eire

g battled hard against the strong Galltir defence for
a response. With slght minties to the break the leard
was increased thanks to Aoife Fitzgerald's goal and
with Afne Lyng adding a poaint the Waterford cham-
pions extemded their leacl,

Margaret 0'Herlihy pointed a free to keep them In
toasch but Clodagh Carroll with a peint ensured Gail-
tir went to the dressing roomn leading by eight.

Gailtr got the perfect start to the second half with
an Annie Fitzgerald goal afler elght minutes. The
Cork side responded with 0'Herlihy"s free and 45 but
again Galltir replied with a Shauna Fitzgerald point

and throngh the second halfl they kept the pressure
on the Eire Og defence as they held their lesd.
Annke Fitzperald and O"Herlihy traded foees and
with Rme Lyng peinting from play Gailtir led 2-10 to
05 with Tive minutes remaining.
And with thelr defence holding firm, there was no
way back for Elre Op.
Ecornrs lor Galltle: Annse Fipgoimial 1.5 {0-2 fi, Ande Fizgemid 1.1, 4
Lyng 02, C Garoll, 5 Fitegestaid 0-1 sach,
Eirp Bg: M O'Hariy 0-5 §0-3 1, 0.1 45], ME Dasmond 0-1,
ﬂ.lll.;lkﬂ.h:;lm': E:fmr. EME &mﬂl_lg. L SPwn-
A e e
Bulsz A Corcoran for Acile Filigemnid, E e E ey, F Fioosd
fior F Wk, H Hifckengon for C Camol, E Culnane for W Fynn.

Hﬁﬁﬂ;nmmy.mm:umhﬂnm.lw;jﬂmsmﬁ
Hulchimson [c], M Clessan; A IM;EMH Har-
h_uEn-ﬂmm Emmm.ﬂmw.

Suba A Buckiey tof K Me McCarthy., W Twtensy for £ Crowiey
Aalares: Kinvin O'Brien (Limarick).



Inniscarra’s blend of youth

and experience works well

Munster Senior Club
Camogid final
Inniscarra (Cork)

Inagh-Kilnamona
(Clare)

Liam Hogan
Cashed

A splencdid performanc In the
second half helped Inndscarea
win thelir second Munster
Senlor Club carmogie title and
first in eight years when they
overcame a dogged Inagh
Kilnamona sutfit in a hard
fought encounter played at a
miserable Lealy Park, Cashel
vesterday afternoon.

Intermittent spells of rain
threatened to the day buf
the Cork champions (winners
of three in & row at home)
piayed o head to the weather
ns they used the experfence of
Rena Buckley, Aileen Shee-
han, Kate O°'Mahony, Niamh
Dilworth, Niamh MeCarthy
wisely.

They had youth on thelr
shde too with 16-year-old Claa-
dia Keane scoring 1-1 in the
second halfl after replaced
Ellen Murphy at hali-time
when Iniscarra led 1-2 to 0-3,

Keane scored her goal in the
d3th minute when she caught
i long ball from player of the
maich Alleen Shechan before
firfsg a rasper from close in to
make it 24 10 0-3.

Inagh, who knocked ot the
holders Buorpess in the semi-
final, hit back with three frees
to come within four of the
leaders but eight first-half
wides proved to be their down-
fall and the winners upped
their game in the st quarter
as Katle 0'Mahony, Niamh
SRR Siabtas s shiare

combbi to share
five all Impartant pofnts to sea
the champlons over the line
for a-deserved victory.
Winning manager Kevin

2-9

0-7

Inniscarra celebrate after beating Inagh-Kilnamona to win the Munster Senior (lub Camogie final in Cashel yesterday.

Murphy knew what to expect
from Inagh Kilnamona, who
beat his in the semi-final
last year.

“Inagh Kilnamona put it up
to us in the first hill and we
hiwd to dig in &% our backs had
to work very hard. In the sec-
ond hall it was our midfielders
and onr forwards who upped
the pame for us,” he said

He uged his bench well.
“Claudia Keane has boen a
burst of energy every time she
has come on. She is still
only 16 20 we are conscious of
that,” added Murphy.

Saoft canditions and -lru-m?
rain at times curbed skilfu
horling but not the determi-
nation of both shdes. Inagh Kil-
namona wers the better team
in that opening half whers
Teresa O Keeffe, Clare Hehir,

Aoife Keane, Fiona Lafferty
and Amy Keating led the way.

‘The experienced Miami Il
worth got the game's opening
goal after just three minutes.

Amy Keating replicd with a 45
in the tenth before Dilworth
added a froe four minutes
later,

Inagh full-forward Amy
Keating was o threat to the
Cork champlons and had a
rlght baiile with Iniscar-
ra fall back Caitlin Looney.
Keating's free after 21 loff two
between the teams but eight
wides would leave the Clare
Champions struggling for air,

Another Dilwoarth frae
moved Iniscarra a goal in
frent after =2 minutes. One
minute later Laolse Byan
seored a paint when a geal was
a possibility following a good
move led by Teresa O'Keoffe
and Aoibhinn Ryan.

Inagh best full back Sinead
Gininn through infury ai half-
time biit Inisenrsy had the wd-
vantage of the stiff diagonal
breens in the second half and
didn't waste much time in sst-
ting about thelr business as

Miamh Dilworth {free) and
i 3 J__" s "
:1"

-F -

Katie O'Mahony had the Cork
champions four in frant after
I minnies.

Clandia Keane may have
had a point dizallowed a few
minuies earlier bot her goal in
the 38th minute put Iniscarra
sgven in front. However a re-
silient Inagh Kilnamopa ref-
used fo go away and by the
wrth minute they were within
four thanks to Keating’s acco-
racy firom froes.

A preat score by Miamh
MeCarthy plus another Keane
paint left the new champions
two goals in front with nine on
the clock. Inagh continued to
fight back and it was ¢nd o
and, the only difference was
Dilwarth's free-taking as
Inkscarea ran out eight-point
WHNMWers.

Inagh Kllnamona manager
Margaret Lafforty agreed los-
Ing full back Sinead Guinm
was a loss. “The first 15 min-
utes we practically owned the
ball buit we had eight wides in

Nev

i Cork star and 2017 minor Hurler of the Year Brian Tumbull with Cork senior camogie playes and recent

@ Sigerson and Martin Walsh of co-sponsor Greenstar at yesterday's scholarship
j-five students have been awarded Greenstar Schelarships. Picture: Michael Mac Sweeney/Frovision

Picture; John D Kelly

the first half. Unfortunately
wi logt onre fall-back Sinead
Guknn through injury at half
time. We plaved much betier
in the second half bat Iniscar-
ra just upped their game."
sqid Margaret.

Beaneds lor Innlscnir: M Ddweoh |1-7,
& lropa; C Keang 1-1; N MeCanhy and K
Criviahoesey 0§ pach).

Soomrs for Inagh Kilnamonac & Koat-
ing (0-5, 4 Ireas, § 45); L Ayan and T
e (-1 eack)

INMIECARAA; Shella Walih: Awna
o n, Caitlin Looney, Rabecca Culg-
lay: Flersin DMy, Rana Bockiey, Ao-
bocta Keano, Allson Shaahan, Kalio
FMakony; Troasa MeCarihy [Capty,
Sharnn Ddvweanh {wvi, Ena '
Barin, Migmb WcCarhy, Eisn phy
Sula: C Kparg Sor Burks (hD: A O°Con-
o e iklrpiey o SEY

INAGH HILLNAMDNA: Rebaccs Koal:
i Jana Fittgenld, Sinead Quies, Si
naad Powes; Treasa O Eeelin, Clire
Hahir ap), Ol Ciomar, Aoda Foamg,
Aok D relle: Fona Ly, Siesad
O'Loughlin, Lacess Ayan: AdibSinn
Pymn, &y Moatng, Cuaie Commana.
Guba: Laura Aynes Bar Coblar [R);
Cihica Py bor Oinn (Bl i),
Aalanss: Jokn Llis, Tipoerany,

018

Gaultierease

to second
rovincial .
itle on spin

AIB Munster Junlor Club

Camogle final
Gaultier (Waterford) 2-10
Eire Og (Cork) 0-6
Liam Hogan

Waterford champlons Gaul-
tier claimed their second
Munster Junior Club camogle
title in a row when they de-
feated Eire Og ot Cashel ves-
ferikay.

It was a perfect day for the
three Fltzgerald cousins,
Shauna, Annbe and Aoife who
comblned to seare 148 of Ganl-
tier's total.

Leah Sheridan, Emma
Roche and Hannah Flynn
were excollent at half-back
while Alne Lyng was the
playver of the mateh, Alne
Lyng. Shauna Fitzgerald and
Anile Fitzgerald have county
experience on their C¥a,

Aileen Hennessey and Shob-
han Hutchinson were hest at
the heart of the Bire Og de-
fonce. Hutchinson's experi-
eHcE &8 A county pliyer v a
help, Sixteen-year old lzobel
Sheehan did well at midfield
while Margaret O'Herllhy led
with five points from placed
balls. Maedbh Ellen Desmomnd
hingd her manvents alsa,

Gaultier could afford the
luxury of seven first-half
wides and vet led 1.7 to 0-2 at
habf-time. Aolfe Flizgerald’s
goal in the 27th minuie gave
the Waterford champions the
breathing space needed (o e
main in charge,

Any hopes of an Eire Og
comeback tn the second half
were putt on the back-burner
as elght minuies in a second
Ganltier goal by Aine Fitzger-
ald put the game bevond
toubt.

*It"s o Mntaste win. In the
first-hall the girls were ind-
ing cach other very well. The
breeese was a factor down at
that far off corner and while
we had 1o face it in the second
half, we drove on,” said Crla
Murphy, Gaultier selector,

Her team now hope to go
ot betier in next vear's All-
Ireland semi-final.

“We were beaten In the All-
Ireland semi-final by the nar-
rowest of 5. ‘This is onr
third vear in putting a team to-
gether and we have 13 minors
coming ap. The juvenile work
dione is starting fo show," sabl
Orla.

Scorem bor Daulier: & Rorgeraid |1-4,
2N AF adl [1-10; & Lyng 10-30; C
o i e e

Irs Dig: <8
1 Desmand [0-1)

QAULTIER: Ciara Jackrran; E ahony,
M Holesngn, C Dunna (cagt); L Sho-
dam, E Aochw, W Fiyna; ¥ Lynach, 8

FEpgoepid; A . GO Sulvan, Ay
Frogerakd; E Al Ragerald, L
(=

Subs: & Comomn b Ands Fergarald

[T, 1 Froce for Bahorey (58] E Fiynn
lor Walksh [550; W Hulchimion o Casoi
(82 E Cullssand lor Fiynn 921
ENRE OG: M bsrvay, ¥ MoCarthy, A Han-
I gty E Casglay, 5 Hulehan-
o, M Glgeson, A Bany, isobal Shae-
han E Cigeday, M O'Harihy. M Ded-
mand: G Coliing, A OCallsghen, G

Subs: A Duskbay fer K MoGanty (451
fon Cr iy M Taviae
(45 € hor



Lareto Secondary School, Fermoy who recently ﬂm second All-lreland camaogie tithe with their madu.ﬁniﬁ, mentar Edwin Magner and TY student:

LORETO FERMOY were crowmned
All-Treland 75 Ul4 % camogie
champéons recently.

In a vary tough [inal, they beai
St Pat’s from Armagh toosel off
scenes of wild celebrations among
the players and supporters.

Ashbourne was the vepae for
the All-Ireland 78 event and a big
crowd travelled up from the
school, Incliding Transition Year
shudenis.

“Players had an early start.
leaving at 6:30am from Fermoy,”
coach Michelle Gould said. “Our
flrat pame was plaved againsi
Wik fortl Trom Connaught.

*Thiswaas a very dramatic game
as with time up and three points
down, our capiain Lucy McoMNuliy
wion & free and drove it to the back
of the net which kept our hopes
alive.

“After o shart break, v then
played 5t Pat's of Armagh and
Wol.

“Thiks win proved vital as it se-
cured a place for us in the All-Ire.
land final.

5t Pat's played Woodford need-
Ing to win it and it was a closa
game which saw 5t Pat's reach the
final which meant both teams
were familiar with one another
heading into the fnal

In that final, 5t Pat’s started the
better, but Loreto soon gol a grip
on the g,

W were two points behind, bot
with excellent displays of skill
from sisters Ava and Leah Halli-
han, and goals from Chloe Draper
it eruekal times.

“Cliona Dunning. Avril Beirne
and Emma Doyle were all standing
golid in defenco, it was only a
matter of minnies before we took
contrel nnd led

“Gaals from 5t Pat's meant it
was a drawn game with minutes
remalining,

“We had a1 goal disallowed and
5t Pat’'s capitalised once again put-
ting thom ahead by ape goal,

“Ava Halllhan guickly re-
sponided and hand-passed the slio-
tar to the back of the net for us to
se¢ our bewm bewd again.

“at Pat's Keeper gave a quick

Fahy, Jess Harrington and Shannon
Katelyn Dineen, Kate 0'Meill, julle Sheehy, Sinead O'Sulivan and Sarah O'Sulivan.

The i
Rusa by 1-5 £0.0-6, Back fromeft,
ot

Loretoearn
All=Ireland
7s crown

CAMOGIE

# Michelle Gould

puck-out but was beaten to the batl
by Avril Beirne, whose nw.lgnlﬁ-
cent, fast pass down the line found
Chloe Draper in space and she
managed to furn, run at goal amd
confirm the win for Loreto with an
unstoppable shot to the back of the
5t Pat's nel.

“All opr players ware class.”

Loreto coach Michelle Gould
el tribute to the local clubs who
a.mgmﬂuclng some fine players
Tn{“ e schsol foxms after the final
win.
R e
and win, but in, no
iS5 easy nlmisimﬂ-m

"T'm de ed for the girds, they
plaved thelr hearts owt and weore
not going o let this tithe slip by,

“1t was great to win this.

“Wia are indebted to the local
GAA clubs who are dolng great

_..!\

Loreto captain Lucy McNulty of the All-Ireland winning camogle 7s team receives
the All-Ireland trophy after their win

work with their own players and
we are getting the benefit of that
training when they come to play
for the school team.

“That frainine is makine a huge

e n
clubs for the great wor
are doing with the girls, week In,

‘weak ont."

"Bt for now its Loreto abit™




made to
work to
clalm title

m Mary Newman

Midleton o-7
Erin's Owni -5

IT WENT right down to the
wire in the U4 C league final
in Ballinlough, as Midleton
cdged it to'take the tithe over-
coming Erin®s Own by fhe nar-
rowest of margins.

Despite the heivy underfoot
condition. the day was exool-
lent for eamogie and i was a
batthe from start to finish as
the sides pave i Eumrﬂaing (1]

take e lulF.lc tithe.
Ella Col :t puinted and

Erin's Own free to give them
an early lead and addlng ta
= tally firom frecs and
p]u} they sattled Into the
wame. Midleton battled hard
and hung in theres as their de-
fence absorbed a 1ot of Erin’s
Owin pressure, they were on
the seoroboard with a Clara
Garde polnt from piay.
A‘uhle Fnte:.' scored one
? a free to cut the
ap and with Twomey and
Earde finding the range
Midleton edged in front and
they led -5 to O-4 at the break.

A closely contested second
half saw the sides battle for
avery ball with huge detéermi-
nation Ella Collins had Erin's
Qwm back on level but again
Midleton peplied to regain the
lead with an Abble Foley point
but agein Erin’s Owm were up
in the chalkenge with Ella Col-
lins replying to again tie the
BRI O

As play swang mom end 10
envd bath defences were busy.
Grainne Guest in the Erin's
Own goal brought off some
outstanding saves whilst
Emma Daly and Aclbhinn
Drummy alse impressed.

Az both sides pressed for a
winner with time almost ap,
Midleton won a free Abble
Foley duly converted fo edge
her sides in front and they
held out to the final whistle
iake the ml.-u for the second
WiaE i

Aldl ¢r¢ﬂ5| tl:l bath sides as

hiﬁ‘l“ml;'ﬂ in ﬂmdmﬂﬂﬁ
Midleton's Abkbe Fitiger-

ald named Playver of the

Watch.

Beomare fer Midlalcn; & Foley 0-4, ©

Garie, (M2, 5 Twomey 01,

Ering Qe £ Colema 540

MIDLETOMN: J ﬁuruwlm T B-un'h¢

B Twrani, L Goulsing: R
%w Eﬂ'm E
Lamiy; & A Foley, E Mohianis,
H Dugges. © Gards, E Colng.

Sube L Dewen for H

ERINS DWN: G Guesi; ﬂﬂtﬂr M G-

vin, F Qeasiey; E Dady, H:HHH.'—“H‘F.
E-urlw‘rl.ﬁamlnh

toe, E Colles: H A cm- A
Ohem g Gom T 'T
Sube: C M Le
CrEesrinad o O
B UG CHAMPIONSHIP:
Today = 8 busy day In Casile-
ol with the U6 champbon-
=hip finals taking place. [n the
U1ECat 10.15am Buttevant
meeed Millstreot, ot 11.45am it's
the L6 B fnal Castlemartyr
agalnst Courcey Bovers, tha
16 Premier Final at 1.15pm
Erjoes o i

at 2.45pm the
1I16.A final is bebseen Aghasdn
and Newcestow,

in tor A Coskary, E

Board officers

doing great work

Linda
Mellerick

THURSDAY, December 6 s the date for
the 2008 Cork Camogie Annual Con-
venthon.

Cork Camogie Is in & very healthy
state amd that doesn't come about by
and mﬂwﬁr 2018, s

A mAag-
B b Lo thamtnp Akl
, A strongc pat
levels. These are st some of the achiey-
O sonally b b e of (5% bolint
am in awe of the count-
less howrs of personal time they spend
running Cork Camogie, in what is
often a thankless job. I've witnessed
the likes of Mary MoSwesney, Marian
MeCarthy, Sheila Galden and Mary
Bugler amongst other valunteers
spend eight hotrs plus s day durlng
champlonship time out in the county’s
cammgie grounds in Casthopoad.

How many hum have Hﬁ-}' Dunne
and Catherine O'Brien spent ronnin
‘the shop® trying to ealse funds? An
that's ontside of the time spent on deal-
ing with the management of Cork
teams, Central Council, board meet-
ings, fixtures, rules, motions, fun:
draising, the completion of the club.
honse, elc.

The relationship betwein the Cork
board and Cork teams 5 healthy. [ re.
member the days when it wasn't, and i1
certalnly eost Cork All-Treland titles.

T glve a lod of credit for that to Mar-
jan MeCarthy and her approachable
nature. There can be no disputing that
all officers are in thelr roles for the
good of Cork Camogle. Does that mean
that declsions made will aiways be the
right ones? Does it mean that every-
body in the county will be happy with
H‘.I;'E-DBI&‘ all of the time?

0.

But when a decizion is made with
the best of intentions it should be ac-
knowledged but also learnt from if
proved the wrong one.

There was a hig improvement this
vear with club fixtures given weeks in
mdvance of the championship starting
50 all glub players could plan holidays
wecordingly and the county final was
played two wecks in advance of Innisc-
arra lining out against Ahane in
Munster.

The board are offen canght bebween
o rock and a hard place. Trving to Keep
bodh inter-county managers and clubs
happy, is a dellcate balance,

Many clubs would be annoved at the
long lay off [rom ganes belore Inter.
county fixiures.

They hawve a point. It is extramely
frustrating. It's a prollem across all
codles in (A,

The Summer Cup was i goodl inkel-
ative, the ehames for club's non-infer-
county players to play a summer
beage, [ keeps plavers interestod.

Plinyers wanl games. The nuajiurlt:.' of
plavers are with clubs that will never
win a county championship bt train-
ing and playing is what's important for
s,

1 wear both hats in that | am a keen
Cork camagie supporter, wanting
Cark towin year after year bat egaally
I'va been a club manager where ['ve

e L)

AL -l, mEm

Lr-._'['|_,.-.‘-.|hi

Ballyanly.

been annoyed at certain things, But on
thi grand scab of things, we s a colln-
ty are dolng very well,

I know from years of involvement
that thers are many clubs where Cork
winning All Ireland titles or not
doesn't interest them, Their love and
ambition are solely for their clab. And
that's ok too, But the statistics are
thiere that inter-county teams winnping
results in o greater number of young-
stors king up the spori. ;

Zo, clubs are indirectly benefitting
whether they can cleardy sou it or nof.

The Cork Ca s Board should be
applauded for Cork taklng over ai thae
top of the leader fable in 2007 when it
comes o All Ireland titles, We now
hald 28 tithes, We miust give credii for a
Jab well done,

Now Irelnd insurance held their
annial Hall of Fame Awards in the

i e - & :
Inniscarra’s Niamh Dilworth scoring a second half goal against llhanﬂnun Munster Olub Senbar hfamgiechamprmﬂupml firala

Scoil Padre Pio staff members Mary Browne, Melissa 0'Doneghue and Madeline 0'Mahony
watched their school win a Sciath na Scol doable this week,

Maryvborough hotel last Thursday.
The 2018 recipients were Nancy
O'Driscall, Clare Cronin and Sheiln
Dunne Morgan. It's a fabnlous afler-
noon for those in attendance and a
great honour and well deserved by
tho=a selected.

Clarg swopt 51 Aloysius scheod to All
Ireland honours in 1976, She won All-
Ireland minor medals in *76 and '77.
Clare was honotred with o Levi Youth
and a B&] award. She displayed her
athlotic prowess by winning the Gra-
dam Tallte award for skills tests in
1983 Clare won the first of her four All
Ireland senkor inter-county medals n
1878 amvd captained Corl in 1541,

Maney gave every ounce of energy
for the team. She would mmm until she
dropped and then get wp and go agsin,
An international hockey player, she
also exeelled at Badminton and cap-

Pictune: Denis Minthane

‘\“\ﬂ-ﬁ
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Picture: Desis Mindhan

@@0n the grand
scale of things, Cork

as a camogie county

is doing very well.

taimed Cork 1o All-Ireland honours @
bixth junbor aml senor levels,

Captain af the victarious Cork sen
for team ol 1975 she won o secomd All
Ireland thile in 19680 One of six camog
playlng sisters she won fve Cork sen
for championships with Eire Og.

Holder of four All-ireland sonfo
metlals Shedla Dunne won four All Inc
land senior titles in siiccesgion in 197:
Sheila from Canoves siarred in tha
Tinal at contre back. Antrim and Cor
provided the most exciting and eme
thorial final in voears.

Brilliant sirtking Hghtning pace, a
abuntdance of thrills and a rip-roarin
finish ranked that game among th
best camogio finals ever.,

It*s players such as Mancy, Clar
and Sheila that Kick-staried Cork”
dominance and wo have a lot (o b
grateful for to former players like thas



Minor championships

1

come to a conclusion

# Mary Newman
Ballygarvan 0-5
MNewecestown 0-3

A WEEK ago it ended all square and
this thme it was clise again but two
seeond-half froes were enough to jiist
about edpe it in Ballygarvan's favour
as they retained the SE Systems
Minor & Championship crown.

Al a wei and windy Castle Road,
ihe pitch was in remarkable condi-
tion given that it was the fifth game
in 24 howrs and hupe credil MUSD g
b thse invoelved for having it insuch
great conditien at this time of the
vear. It was hard on both sides
though, intermittent heavy down-
pours making it extremely difficult
bt falr play to both tenms who never
et the weather interfere with thelr
performances, -

Ballygarvan played with the aid of

hilee strong wind in the opening half
and they bed at the interval by three
b painis and we wondered i it would be
enotgh as through the opening hall
Neweestown did make plenty of for-
ages info the E!i:l.|.|}'|g:|["|.'."llil half of the
bpitch but good defending kept them
ok bay

Twice In the apening hall Sarah
Aherne wis forced 1o make gund
gaves but confdent handling en-
sutred she kept o clean shest and i
was important fer Ballygainman,

Cliona O Leary was impeccable
fram placedd ballks aned it wis Lo prove
crucial. She opened the scoring with
a 45 before Sarah ENiffe extended the
Ballvgarvan lead from play. As Now-
cestaown battled agaknst the elements
to get on the scoreboard they also
stood strong in defence and con-
tained the Ballvgrevan allack o just
one score from play.

Bofore the brexk O°Leary agaln
Fﬂhinll:'dl.il_-is-'lﬂi.::i'l.'\'l_' Hallygarvan a 03
to no =2core interyal leacl,

The secomd hall was going to be
tough on both sicdes as the heavens
opened during the interval, in the
continuous rain il was most defi-
nitely a battle for survival,

Moweestown had the wind in their
favour for the second hall but they
0L persisted in playing with an
exira playvern defence, :

Maebh O Donovan had them on
the 2eore board 10 minotes into (he
hialf fiscam & bong-range free and con-
timuing te puit the Ballygarvan de.
fenee under pressure they searched
for scores. By the midway stage it
was level pegeing with O'Donovan
cauzing the Ballvgarvan defence
huge problems, lamding too polnts
firom play

Oria Dineen in the Neweesiown
goal doended Baklygarvan with an ex-
cellent save but with 12 minutes e
maining Mewcestown gve away

Il'n:l: in front of the goal and lelt
O Leary with the simple tagk of fag.

.ui:u.: over to restore Ballygarvan's
bomd.

Agnin Newcosiown swopd down.
(bield buak the disciplined Eallvgarvian

.1h.'l'e1:u: sboeel firm andd eleared thedr
lines, At tho other end O°Leary
mﬂlt_:tgﬂ ﬂ'lt-"l:)l‘:_':‘ ﬁnmhnr plnnedht:nlg
14§ H HI g e A R ] B LH S
with Imihﬁﬂ_&ﬁwuduh:a.
Newcestown applicd pressure in

sparch of a score and they came ¢ o
when O'Donovan’s distance (nee jist
whizzsl past tlse post and wide. Now
umder a ot of pressure, huge crodit
kst go the to the Ballygarvan de-
fenee where capiain Shannon
Wynne, Miamh Lyvons and Lsidh
Purphy did o lot work nz ihey closed
dowm atinck afier attack,

Farther out the fiecld Molly Kol-
leher although listed and lining owut
im the hali-forward line was tremen-
dous and used her strengih to great
effect az she rommed out aroand the
miclele and dropped bivck in front of
her defence.

Her performancd saw her named
ns Evening Koho Plaver of the dateh

The Ballygarvan players u:l mentors after Imdl the SE Systems Minar A Camigie Championship recently.

and helped in no small way to ensure
Ballvgarvan held thelr two-point ad-
vantage to the Mull timo whistle 1o
mitke it back 1o back minor A tiles.
Scorers jor Ballygarvas: C Oloary 00 [0-2 45,
0:2 1), 5 Edlie 0-1

Mowcosiowe: b ODonowian 03 001 1)
mmum:a;mmmmqﬂ " éﬁn;ﬂ?#
Lyoes; E Muiphey, & Wynm (2] i
ﬁm ¥ Diwngyr O O Leary, A &Mrmﬁw
I Lyony, A Finnegan. 5 Elilfin

MEWCESTOWH: O Dinsen; A Buciloy, & O Suli-
wary, G Fyan: 5 Helshes, A O'Donovan, E Tarepnd;
C O'Sullvan, L Whelan; L Jernings, M ODono-
van, A Shoeban, & Tarant, A O'Sullsan, L O0Cal

Lagfuam,

Sailic C Wiisan ot A Tamant (45

Redones: Cathal MoAllstor GAghsdsd
Kilbrittain/ Timoleague 1-5

Sliabh Rua 0-6:

Kilbritiain/Timo took the 5
E Systems Minor C championship
thtbe in o hird fosehit contest whare o
Meabh Ryan goal proved vital in the
findsh.

Eflbrintain/Timoleague led 0-5 to
0-1 at the interval with Katelyn Di-
neen, Sarah 0° Sullivan and Julie
Shechy on target as Michelle Fitzpa-
trick had one for Sliabh Run. Kilbrit-
taln/ Timoleamet extended their lead
carly in the second half with a goal
but i strong second half 3liabh Rua
rally saw them add to their tally with
points from Helena Hayes, Michelle
Fitzpatrick and Katie Daly.

Orla Fahey, Kilbriftain/Timo-

@@ Cliona O'Leary
was impeccable
from placed balls
and it was to prove

crucial.,,

lengnee, was the reciplent of the Evien.
ing Echo Player of the Match follow-
ing an ontstanding cizplay.

Scores lof KilbiitainT K Deirwpaan 0
3 [ 210, b4 Ayan 10, § OSulean, J Bnaehy 04
pich

Silabih Puxa: b FrEpashel 04, H Harpas K Daby 0-1
anch

KILBRITTAINTRIOLEAGUE: A Brannan; K Lis-
iniewcrariel, 5 OF Boliemn, H Murply; © O'fail, H
Sewion, K O'Nedl; O Fabey, G O'Bhea: J Shooky
K Dingen, M Ryanc J Hamnglon, Samm O Goil-
v, 5kham

Susy: bk Buliar for K O'Nedtl [in
BLLABH ALIA: J Corkey: E Egan, U 0 Dancrn,
A Pric; L Kelieher, K A Whiphai: O Cum
mice, A Coyie: A Egan, G mnh
mb & Hartnett W Rinpaddes, 5 Buller

Syl H Hayos bor & Epan.



Slick Gailltir
toostrong
for Eire Og
in Munster
decider

EIRE 06 -6
GAILLTR _ 2-10

BY SHIRLEY MOLONEY

A SLICK Gailltir of Waterford
cruised 1o Munster glory when
they disposed of a courageous
Eire Og in the Munster intes-
mediate camogie final at Cashel
of Sunday.

Diespite opening the scoring
vit Meadbh Ellen Desmond,
Eire O found themselves prap-
pling with an in-form Gaslir
attack where Annde Fitzgerald,
Apife Fitzgerald and player of
the match Aine Lyng proved
formidable, notching up 2-6
from play bevween them.

After 21 minutes, they win-
ners led by four. That was
siretched to seven when Aoife
Fitzgerald poaled.

Eire Oy were barling hard
in defence where Aileen Hen-
nessy and Siebhan Horchin-
son were to the fore and after
Gailitir went eighe clear, Mar-
garer O'Herlihy pulled one back
for the Cork champions. At the
break, Gailltir led by 1-7 to 0-L

Gailltir extinguished any
hopes of an Eire Og resurgence
when Annie Fizgerald blasted
o the net seven minutes after
the restart.

Two O'Herliby placed balls
cut the defieit oo nine, however
a brace from Shauna Fitzgerald
and: Annie Firegerald restored
an 1l-point advantage for the
Waterford

Tweo further O Heclihy placed
balls efther side of a Lyng point
in the closing minutes of the
game saw Eire Og trail by ten.
Despite the best efforts of Eire
O, it was a-superior Gailltic
side that took the Munster in-
termediate mitle Tor the second
year ina row,

Scorers
Eire Og:M OHerihy 0-5 (41, 145),
ME Desenend 0-1

Galiti: Anvie Fitzgerakd 1-4 (H),
Aoltle FRzgeraid -1 ALWED-3.5
Fizgerald, C Carmol 0-1

Eirg Og: R Murray; K McCanthy, &
Hennessy, F Murphny E Culgley,

By, | Shecha E Crowiey, W
OHerfiy, ME Desmond; G Colins, A
OrCalaghan, G Murphy
Suba: A Buckhey for W McCarthy
{ 3B}, O Meangy Tor G Cofins {44),
i Twamey ferE (44} C
Sheshanfor & Murphy [55)
Gailliter: C lackman; E biahomy, M
Helferrian, CDunne; L Sherktan £
Rochie, HFhymin K Lynch, 5 Frzger-
Ak A Lyres, C O Silhvan, Anive
Fitzgeraick EWalsh, Aoife Fiteger-
aid, CCarrod.
Subrs: A Coroaran for Aol F

akt (53 E Flynnfor E'Walsh |

RiloodfofE (58}, E Cili-
rane forH %kﬁum
for C Carrodl .

Roderes Kovin (Limericik),

Moira Barrett, Balinascarthy, captain of the Cork team that won the All-iredand minor camo-—

et Tomt yors
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(Photos: Faddy Feen)

Cranin, Enniskeane, and Coppinger, 5t Colum's, receiving the Carbery Monthly
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Super sub Keane makes impact to
push Inniscarra to provincial title

MUNSTER CAMOGIE FINAL

INAGH KILNAMONA 0-7
INNISCARRA.____ 2-9

SHIRLEY MOLONEY
REPORTS

INNISCARRA found their best
form at the right time as they
powered to Munster final glory.

The Cork senior camogie
champions added the provin-
il ritle 1o their collection with
super sub Claudia Keane's goal
early in the second half criscial
as they caprured their second
Mumster senior title at Cashel
on Sunday.

Keane had been introdiced
to the fray ar half dme and took
only seven minutes to make her
presence felt, Aleen Sheehan
made a surging run through
the Inagh Kilmamona defence
to offload a pass to Keane af the
edge of the square. She wasn't
found wanting when she expert-
Iy dispatched a hand pass to the
net giving Rebecca Keating no
chance between the posts.

*‘Clandia is unbelicvable, She
is s0 driven. At 15 years of age,
that's incredible, She is quite
content being that super sub.
Any club in the country would
have her gut there on the fiekd
but in Inniscarra, we're really
professional. She has a job to do

and she does it,” Aileen Sheehan
said afterwards, before praising
the Inniscarra performance.

“We knew this big game was
in ws, We've been saying all
throwgh the championship that
we've been at 90 per cent, 1
can niever say that we were at
100 per cent. Today needed our
best, we needed to start well,
w i

An All-Ireland semi-final now
awaits in the new year but In-
nigcarea will enjoy the rus-in
to Christmias after this latest

SUCOESS, 3

They got off toa brilliant stary
when the tenacious Niamh Me-
Carthy made o strong rum 1o off
load to Niamh Dilworth, who
fired to the Inagh Kilnamona
met 16 see the Cork champions
take thelead inside the opening
EWiO Irines.

Amy Keating and Dilwerth
then swapped seores butanoth-
er Keating free kept the Clare
champlons in teuch. However,
the competent Dilworth on
free-taking duty restored the
Inniscarra lead to three when
she fired over a close-range
placed ball.

Lapise Ryan, for Inagh Kil-

mamona, cut the defici 1o two,
w5 ver side crafled 0-3 £o Inmis-
carra’s 1-2 ar halE time.

Upon the resumption Dil-
worth put three between
the sides when she pointed a
20-metre free before the hard-
working Katic O'Mahony split
the posts 1o push Inniscarra
faour clear,

With Caitlin Looney, Hosie
O'Mahony and Rena Buckley
holding down their defence, In-
niscarra rallied and when play-
er of the match Aileen Sheehan
made a surging run that found
Keaneon the edige ol the square
she made no mistake when she
received the pass to turn and
hand pass into the Inagh Kilna-
MOna net.

Three Keating close range
frees in quick succession had
Inagh Kilnamona to within four
of Cork champéons by the three-
guiarter mark.

However, an excellent brace
from McCarthy and Keane
pushied Inniscarra seven clear
heading into the chosing 10 min-
ULCs,

Keane pulled one back for
the Clare gide, but three placed
balls in the space of thrée min-

Cork senior Niamh McCarthy scored one point in Inniscarra's
win.

utes from the uncrring Exil-
worth closed ot the game with
Inniscarra taking the title,

Scorers
Inrdscara: M DBwarth 1-6{50
CEeane1-1H MoCarthy. K
O'Mahony 0-1each.

Inagh Klinamonae A Keatlng 0-5
{4}, C Fotkdy, L Ryan O=1each,
Inmiscarma: 5 Walsh A O'Regan, C
Looney, B Qugleg R OMahory,
R Buckley, R Keang, A Sheehan,
K O'Mahony, T McCarthy [l N
Dibweorith, E Loy, | Burkoe, Hic-

Carthy, E Murphy.

Sas: T Mimans for | Burke (hE),
A DConnar lar E Murphy (55,
M Buckley for A DReganiBl),

L Hanyers Tor R Quighey (620
O'Calaphan for B Keans (52)
naghKEnamona: R Keating: |
Fitzgerald, 5 Quinn, 5 Powen T
Dfesie, C Hehi(c), 0 Cotter;

A Keane, A O'Keeffo; FLadlecly,
& 'L oughilin, L Ryan; A Ryan, A
Keating, C Commans

Subs: C Foudy for 5 Quinn (ht), L
Rynne for O Cotter i),
Referee: kobn Lilks { Tpperary),
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rgan, Clare Cronin Murphy and Hancy 0'Driscoll 0'Donovan, with Mark Kenny, New Ireland Assarance, Orla Cronin, Cork

Senior Camegie, Hannah Looney, Cork Intermediate Camogie and Tim Barry Murphy, New Ireland Assurance. Pictie: Jim Coughilan

Hall of Fame recipients, Sile Dunne

m, Clare Cronin Murphy and Nancy 0°Driscoll 0Donovan, with Pau- =
die Murray, Cork Senior Camogie Manager, Orla Cronin, Cork Senier Camogie, Lord Mayor Clir Mick Finn, Hall of Fame redipient, Nancy 0'Driscoll 0'Donovan.

T
e

Hannah Looney, Cork Intermediate Camogle and Mark Kenny, New Ireland Assurance.

SHe Durme
Cronin, Cork
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Camogie and Hannah Leoney, Cork Intermediate Camogie.

Clare Cronin Murphy and Nancy 0'Driscoll 0'Donovan, with Orla  Sile Dunne Morgan, with grand daughter, Sile Walsh, daughter Eileen Morgan and

san, William Morgan.

= Mary Newman

MNEW IRELAMND Insurance and the
Cork Camogle County Beard bestowed
a huge honour on three former players
at a lunch held recently in the Mary-
orough Hodel.

Hancy O'Driscoll. Shella Dunne and
Claire Cronin were all inducted into
the Cork Camogie Hall of Fame.

The thres players gave tremendons
gervice o the game and once kgaln the
judging panel came up with thres
players who were without doubt
worthy recipienti=

Lord Mayor Clir Mick Finn paid
tribute to the thre players and also
congratulaied Cork Camogie on a tre-
mendous SesoTn;

“To win an All Trefand take huge
work and to have won Senlor Inter-
mediate and minor in the same year is
something Cork camogie should e
hugely proad of,

Today we honour three worthy
former players and congratilate them
on their eontributton to Camogie™
Mark Kenny representing New [retand
spoke and patd tribote to the recipients
and he praised the winners for what
they had achieved,

“As sponsors New Ireland are de-
lighted to be here and to be invalved in
the Cork Camogle Hall of Fame awards
thiz is a wonderful way of recogmizing
the achisvements of 30 many great
playvers who have done thelr county
protid in the past.

“We at New Ireland ane proud of our
involvement with the Cork Camogie
teams; this iz our third year as spon-
sors of the county teams and we are de-
lighted to have three All-Iraland camio-
gle titles in cork this vear and we are
thrilled to help strengthen the growth
of Camogie.

The recipients here today are
worthy winners their achisvements
on the playing feld are to be ad-
mired, when you look back-af the
names of the previeus winners of this
award vou get a real sense of how
lucky Cork are to have had such in-
spirational pla{-ars reprosenting us
on the Camogie Tield all of these
years.”

Picking three plavers every yoar
from the vast collection of greats who
have graces the playing flelds is not
easy but when you read out the names
of those who have been inducted into
the Hall Of Fame they have all been
worthy winnars.

Service

The whole idea of the Cork Camo-
gle Hall Of Fame is the only apt re-
ward for the tireless and skilled ser-
vices these former players gave to the
gamée for so many vears and this
year's reciplents more than deserve
thelr names to be included with their
pears.

It iz especially fitting that the three
plavers who have been chosen enter
the hall of fame together and their
deeds on the playing fields served as an
inspiration to those that came after
them.

Speaking at the awards, Mary
Mesweeney Chairperson Cork Carwe.
gie County Board sabd; “Cork Camogie
County Board is proud to host this
avards Initiative with our sponsors
New Ireland, Cork Camogie 18 privi-
leped to have many great sporting doys
to look back on all of which are etchisd
in the history of eamogie by such great
players as those honoured here today,

The Hall of Fame Awands gives us an
opportunity to publicly honour sur
Cork camogie legends.” Claire Cromkn -
1I:';'l‘;:;ﬂl::r responded and thanks the

and Mew [reland on bahalf of the
recipients.



take centre stage

Phce by

all of Fame reciplent, Nancy O Driscoll 0'Denovan, with dawghter Annie and son Noel, at the Cumann Camogadochta Chontae Chorcal, Hall of Fame S <
018, spensored by New Ireland Assurance, at the Maryborough Hetel. icture: Jim Coughilan Hall of Fame recipient, Clare Cronin Murphy.
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ord Mayor Clie Mick Finn, with Hall of Fame redpients Sile Dunne Morgan, (are Cronin Murphy and Nancy  Hall of Fame recipbent, (lare Cronin Murphy, with her husband Ned, daughters, Judy and Lyn Murphy at th
Briscoll O'Dengvan. Maryborough Hotel, Cork.

Amangst large atbendance were rop- Foin b
sentatives from Mew Ineland inclod-
1g Perdar Deegan and Tim Barry -
Turphy bath hugely involved in camo-
e with thele regpective clubs Hlack-
ek andd Clonghduy,

Oificers of the Cork Camogle Board
nd Javenile Board, members of the
pard GPC and THDC including
srmer presidents Mary Moran, Shella
olden, Mora Newman and Kay
unne, Manster council were repre-
pnted by President Rose Malone and
er husband Con and Marie Kearney.

Several of the former Hall of Fame
ward winners were ak

d the latest fo

grfff;:::f JI;] ;_;E “E;,:'::,fh ,n Hall of Fame recipients, Sile Dunne Morgan, Nancy 0'Driscoll 0'Donovan and Clare Cronin Murphy at the

Hall of Fame recipients, Sike Dunne Margan proudly disp
e avrard.




HALL OF FAME 2018
Sponsored by:

e
Sheila Dunne Morgan

Sheila comes from a strong gaelic games background and continued the tradition with her own family when she
married Noel Morgan.

Around 1960, with the support of her father, Mick Dunne, and other GAA neighbours, the Canovee Camogie
Club was formed. Sheila was one of the first to sign up. In 1962, Canovee won the Cork County Junior
championship and, in 1970, added the Cork County Intermediate Championship.

Shelia took to the game easily and honed her skills rapidly. She played with great enthusiasm and commitment.
Her non-stop action was a great benefit (o her toeam,

She won 2 Ashbourne Cup medals in the colours of UCC and represented the Combined Universities.

Sheila enjoyed a very successful inter-county career. She played for Cork in 7 All-Ireland Senior finals and was
a member of the historic four-in-a -row winning team of 1970-1973. She holds several Munster Senior
championship medals and wore provincial colours in the Gael-Linn Cup.

On graduation, Sheila returned 1o her alma mater, Mercy, Macroom, in a teaching role and passed on the skills
ol the game 1o the students, Her interest in colleges camogie led 1o her election as President of the All-Ireland
Post Primary Schools Council in 1989,

Sheila gave her time freely as refereed and still maintains a lively interest in camogie.

Congratulations Sheila. Todays award is a recognition of your contribution to Cork camogie.




Cumann Camogaiochta
Chontae Chorcai

HALL OF FAME 2018
Sponsored by:

NEWIEﬁELﬁmDM
Sheila Dunne Morgan
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Achievements

4 All Ireland Senior Medals 1970,1971.1972 1973

2 Ashbourne Cup Medals with UCC

Junior Champ Medal with Canovee 1962

Intermediate Championship Medal with Canovee 1970

Munster Championship & Gael Linn Medals

Elected President of the All Ireland Post Primary Schools Council in 1989



Cumann Camogaiochta
Chontae Chorcai

HALL OF FAME 2018
Sponsored by:

NEW IE;ELAMFLDE
Nancy O’Driscoll O’Donovan

Achievementis

Unique achievement of captaining Cork to both Senior and Junior All

Irelands
2 All Ireland Senior Medals 1978, 1980 ( Captain 1978)

All Ireland Junior Medal 1973 (Captain)
4 Senior County Champ Medals with Eire Og 1977,1978,1979,1985

Intermediate and Junior Championship medals with Eire Og
Junior A and B Championship medals with Valley Rovers
Munster Championship & Gael Linn Medals

International Hockey Player



HALL OF FAME 2018
Sponsored by:

NEW IREHIH-ZHL,&;I*&E
Nancy O’Driscoll O’Donovan

Maney is one of the few players to have won All-lreland Senior Camogie medals and represented
Ireland in another sport. She was an international hockey player. Another notable achievement on
Mancy's sporting C.V. was to captain Cork to All-lreland success in two separate grades.

Mancy went to school at the Ursuline Convent, Blackrock where she played hockey.

Together with her 5 sisters, she joined the local Eire Og camogie club and quickly picked up the skills
of the game. She helped Eire Og to win Cork Junior and Senior Championship and Munster Club
champicnship trophies.

In 1873, she captained the first Cork team to win the All-lreland Junior Championship. Five years
later, she led Cork to victory in the All-lreland Senior Championship. She added a second All-Ireland

senior medal in 1980,

MNacy always gave her all and encouraged the players around her. A leader on the field and a good
distributor of the ball, she used her boundless energy to drive her team forward. In an exceptionally
long playing career, Nancy helped Valley Rovers to win Cork Junior B and Junior A Championships.

Congratulations Mancy. Todays award is a recognition of your contribution to Cork camogia.




Cumann Camogaiochta
Chontae Chorcai

HALL OF FAME 2018
Sponsored by:
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Clare Cronin Murphy
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Achievements

4 Senior All Ireland Medals - 1978,1980,1982,1983

2 All Ireland Minor Medals 1975, 1976

All Ireland Post Primary Colleges Medal with St Aloysius

2 Ashbourne Cup Medals with UCC

B & | Camogie Player of the Year 1983

Munster Championship & Gael Linn Medals

“Gradam Tailte * Camogie Superstars Competition winner 1983

Captained St Finbarrs to win the County Junior A Championship and League 1984



Ballinora turmn on style
to land minor crown

B Mary Newman

Ballinora 0-16

Ennisheang 1-5

BALLINORA wore crownied SE Sys-
tems Minor B champions as they
turned in & splendid display-to they
avercome the challenge of Ennis-
keane In Castle Road.

Underfoot conditions werd fop
class with the piteh in pristine condi-
tion, but the strong wind and inger-
mittent rain made it diifienlt af times
for the players on both sides, buat all
credit to them as they played with
hnge determination.

Playing with the ald of the stromg
wind [n the opening half, Ballinora
applied huge pressune on the Ennis
kenne defence and at the interval
they held an elght-poing lead.

From the throw-in thiy attacked
and with their midfield paiving of
Hose Murphy and their captain,
Kate Doaley, dojng huge work, they
curt off the supply to the Ennlskeane
attack.

When they did get through, they
founed strong defenders in the excel-
lent Maehh Murphy, Sarah OV Heefle,
and Brid Holmes standing firm for
Ballinora.

With Cliona Daoley in fine fomm g
front. Ballinora took the lead with an
early polnt, but on the puck-out,
Enniskeane responded with a Miamh
Callins paint.

Ballinors ook control of the game
and from the fifth o the 2158 minute
they added to thelr tally as they hit
nine polnts without reply and with
etght coming from play il was an in-
dication of their strength.

Cliona Dooley struck five from
play, Kate 0'Shea had one from the
play and followed up with two finees,
and with Jane MeAulifie adding ome
it was 014 o 01

Enniskeane kept working away
and when Ciarm O Donovan, who was
a threat up frant, cfoaded to Miamh
Collins shie made ne mistake sending
a ground shot to the net to cut the
deficit.

Bailinora responded with points
from Cliona Doobey and Kate Dooley
to leave them leading 0-12 o 1-1 at the
break.

Enniskeane dug l:l&.'p I thie seoomnd
half and, applying huge pressure,
they contained the Ballinora attack
and in the secomnd halfl they limited
them to just four peinis

e gol an excellent start

alf when they scorad the

rai two polnts with Mairead Crow-

Iev on target, but the Ballimora de-

fence was superh and they closed

down any attacks and they worked

hard with the support of their micd-

fiekd who dropped deep foogivie BX-

celient cover as Enniskeane’s
threatened.

Cliona Dooley and Kate ('Shea
found the range to keep the score-
board theking over, it Tara Shechan
replied for Enniskeane as they re-
mained in the hunt, buat as they
hafitled for & second geal, the Balline-
ra backs dug deap and blotted ot
any sndil of goal with some excellent
clenrnners.
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President of the {a

PROU
Ballinora Camog

Camagie All-Stars Award at the Citywest Hotel earlier this monath,

ey traded points and with the clsck
ticking towards full-time, the final
say was with Kate O'Shea as she
pointed to cnsnre Ballinora re-
mained in control.

Ballinora midfleldar Rosa Murphy
was named as Evening Echo Player
O the Match after a performancs be-
fitting a county final.

Seoners hot Bathesen: G ook 0, K 0'Ehaa 0
A& 03 Dby -0, ) Bl dill O-1
Ersviskeana: M Solira £:0, M Crowday 0-31, T
Shesbmn O-1,

BF.LLIHI:I-_H#: 0 L':I'-‘.}hﬂ. M Murg by, @

Lanthan: K Dooley (G R Wwtphy, A Murghiy J
MeAidss: B O Shea; C Docley. © Wic AShai,
A Lishan

Fuslr 4 Maysee for A Murpiry (540,

EEEEKLARE: K Corcamn: L Maskioy, M Crow-
ley. B Oy Demcoit. & Fieming, D O @ngn, Colbns; 5
Hurlirg, E OBrion; A Shosban, Abama, T Shes-
i, L Coiooean, ODonowvan, [ Beorwrs

Subs: L Mt bor N Coaling (42, N Coling for
L Corooan §53)

Roloree: Cural Mo Ao IAghatda)
Sarsfields
Aghabullogue
TARYF

Rl

3-9
1=10
e fr=<t &lub

Assodiation Kathleen Woods and Deirdre Ashe of Liberty Insurance present Cork's Orla Cotter witha 2018

Fictre: BRFH0Tommy DuksonsH

to take the Premier UlG Champion-
ship thtle after a hard-fought hattle
with a determined Aghabullogua
side at Ballinlough.

Saraflekis, playing with the ai
the steong wind, controlled theo
ing half despile Ajreabullogee ta
an ey lead with n Kelly Honohan
(Rt

Elln Wools, with fowr poinis, Kafe-
l¥n Shechan with fwo and Clicna
Lynch with a poal had Si
points in front before E
wiari b=l @ Frose EGoen oiF bead

Woods and Orlaith Mullins ke
Sars in contrel with peinis and agai
Aghabullogue diug deep with Loa
Dincen polnting.

A Mulling goal and o NiKKD Barr
paknt had Sars In a commanding 2
1o -3 interval lead.

Aghabullogue showed flerce ds
termination from the restart an
applying all the pressu
five paints withoud reply ins
minutes with Leah Dineen, Ell
Foley, and Kelly Honohan all on ta
L

Battling to regain control, Sars g
a vital goal from Mullins and added
free

Aghabullogue continued 10 app
pressure, Dineen polnted & (o
fore abding a ].:rJ:'li and another fr
buk dispite huge pressure, Sars hu
o,

Sarsfields® Ciara Irwin wi
named player of fhe match. Wo
was presentod with the Joan Goggl
Memorial Trophy. In memory of
great camogle stalwart, by h
daughter, former Cork star,-Fau
Goggin,
Seansrs Bar Sarsficlds: E Woods 05 (04 1),
MuliFa 1-1. C Lyyned 140, A Myl 10, K She
Faan O-Z, M By 0-1. o i
Aghabuiiogue: L Dingon 15 -2 1}, E Foley 0
K Hm-...’:.'E'E- £ -
SARAE: F Londejan A Mohlimie, KO Goaman,
Twomay; A McAlleh, G s, C Lynche 5 €
mied Cashman; M Banry, O McAllan,
Woods; K Ermahan, & W, © Mol
Subic E Mulcaby for O Weleng, € McMahon for
Mulliess, L Fitmgorald for C Lynch, T Bkt Jos
Tl'ﬂ:ﬂ'm:' 5
AGHADULLOGUE: | Coonay, L Cassy, ©OCo
nedl, A Banom, K Cooney, M Aing, F O'Shea,
Fidiry deh e B WMarte, I Barmedi, K Hio
nar; A Twomary, E Barmy-Suspty, L Dinoer,
Suba: M Buckioy for ¥ Coonay, H Bury




Cronin
treble fires
Aghadato
U16 title

CAMOGIE

] Mar;_.r Mewman

Aghada 3-6
Mewcestown a4-1

THREE goals from Eimear
Cronin helped pave the wiay
for Aghada to be crowned
U116 A connty champions in
Ballinlowgh.
They overcame Newces-
town In a thrilling en-
counter which went down
to the wire.
Weather conditlons were
hard on both teams, bt
they battled on and gave o
tremendous hour of enter-
talnment.
Aphada held a three-point
interval lead, 2-4 to 2-1, hut
@ strong lighiback by o de-
termined Newcesiown saw
just two points hetweoen the
shdes with six minutes on
the stopwatch,
It was a nervous six min-
ttes but all eredit to Agha-
da who stood strong when
the pressure was applicd
Meweestown batiled vo cut
the gap. but sirong defend-
ing from Aghada ensired
they held the lead to the
final whisthe and dicd
enough to take the title and
b crowned champions for
the first time.
With Cronin linding the net
twice in the opening halfl
haeli, with points from
Adl Smibth and Aoife Healy,
ensured they were three in
firont at the break, despite
first-half Newoestown goals
Framm Casimbe MeCarthy
andd Sacirse Hoyves and an
Eabha Collins point.
n the resumplion, New-
cestown batiled hard but
they met resistance from a
strong Aghada defence.,
Second-hall Newcestown
poals from Caoimbe
MeCarihy aned Aoibhe Shee-
han kepd them in ihe huant,
but with Cronin Ginding the
ned for her thicd goal ancd
Al Smith on target with
poinis, Aghada held their
COmposure to run oul
winners after a superh con-
test.
For Neweestown it was dis-
appointing, havimg lost out
in the minar A champion-
ship final & week pre-
viously, again by just two
poinis.

The day belonged (o Agha-" "

ida who crowned a memors-
able secagion for a club
founded in 2011, with Mary
Leahy named ns Plaver of
the Match. i
Scorors for Aghada: E Cronin 30, &
Sty 05, A Maaly 01

Howcoplown: C & Cail E'DEI'“M
A Shaohan 1-0 sach, E ETDEH.'I:I-I

AOHADA: © Melntyre, © Staficed, K

A Gillroy; © inn, & Loaky, R
A MRk, 5 - A B A
mﬂﬂr.ﬁm:iwmjﬂmhn

Ballinascarthy complete
fantastic camogie double

BALLINASCARTHY'S county winning camogie
TERIm are 'r.hF perfect role maodels,

To highlight this, they celebrated Sunday's
West Cork final suecess by posing with the iconic
Model T in Ballinascarthy later that evening, after
their 2-13 1o 0-9 win againet St Colum's.

They've now won the West Cork Junbor Cup
to add to their county junior B titke won in Sep-

tember, i, Breda McCarthy, Sarnh Cahalane, Anna Cual

Caroline Sugrue, Moira Barrett, Michelle  linane, Helen Harrin, nd I -
D e fuoia B nanc, ngton and the team mascort
"hiﬂﬂ “;Elw ey ik redn Htﬂm‘thrsnt Siobdvin McCarthy.

ary dinner danee will be held §

House Hotel on Sanurday, Fchmnqnzmw
everyone is welcame to join in the celebrations.
mnupuhlymsqnimduhuﬁmh: 50th camogle team pose with the
paniversary of the setting up of the cub back in Model T after their victory over

1969, The team of "69 will be introduced at the

Tremendous year

N

for Cork camogie

Linda
Mellerick

CORE camogle can look back on a
great vear on the club and inter-county
{ronts.

You can't get better than a clean
sweep of All-Ireland titles at adult
Feved, including minor, Yes, we could
have added the UTEA and B titles toour
haul, but lot's not be foo greedy. They
had a very strong chmpaign also.

On the senior club scaene, we had
somie great battles, One of mer (s
jtes was the second-round replay -
tween St Finbarr's and Douglns whisre
Douglas won oul by two points after a

ulsating game In Ma Piarsaigh’s
roandds,

So many games went down fo the
wire and when that happens, even IF
the game ltself doesn't reach great
hieights. the excitement ks tangible.

St Catherine’s lost their [irst and
second rounds by g point, both scored
in injury-time, In roand sne Milford
camie from slx points down to beat the
Glen by 51X,

Duaiglas took a Gancied Carbery side
in round three by o point. Ballygarvan
hail a good year, but they were beaten
by Ballincollig, 1-8 to 1-7, in the
quarter-final

A voung Courcey. Rovers took the
might of Milford by four points io
reach their first final. Along the way
Inniscarra had comfortable enough
wins, thelr closest on the scoreboard
baringE thdr opening roitfel wiere I:I'I.-E:!.'
won out against Cloughduy by three
poinis.

The county final failed to live up to
the hype. Rovers didn®t reach the
heights that saw them reach the final.
They were possibly overawed by the
occaskon, but egually you'll never get it
casy apgialnst a team of seazoncd cam-
paigners who were heading for their
third final in a row.

Inniscarra marched on and two im-
pressive performances in Munster see
them taking a couple of weeks off be-
fore pedting back inte actieon to propare
for their All-Ireland semi-final in late
January.

O the Inter-county scene, we broke
Kilkenny's hearts again, with an in-
Jury-time winndng score, The fAinal was
poor becanse of poor referseing where

= Ahead ruke wasn't utilised and
| for the way Kitkefiny went about their
Ivusimvess, falllng to attack the game.

nguﬁaﬁﬁﬂ W Cphad bt
Burytan, A Walnoa,
HEWCESTOWN: B Doamond; B 05
hrm.ELDuwxﬁlHE'uT:::ﬁTMﬂ
I:h:mnrm,u_ C Witson, A Shshan B
Colins, § Haypos, L Witdan b
Suba: O Bacron fa¢ E Cofing, 5 Buckiay
for L Jeswnings.
Fadensec lan Thomas. [Casrgalngg

event and all former, past and retired players
throughout the years is invited 1o attend.

The Bal team for West Cork final was: Mar-
tina (VBrien, Ella Murray, Lisa Hegarty, Han-
nah O'Donovan, Marie Phayer, Claire Kingston,
Siobhdn Hennessy (captain), Kate O'Donovan,
Clara Crowley, Moira Barrett, Michelle Dullea,
Sinéad McCarthy, Elaine O'Brien, Caroline Sug-

Eire
hel,

FLtiEn FET

Aghada, the (amogie U16 A Championship winners for 2018. See left for a report on their

victory.

It began for Cork In Pairc Ui
Chasimh on June 9 ag they comfort-
ably accounted for Wexford.

In round two against Dublin, at half-
time Cork led by double scores 2-6 to

L SEs L

| T

Ty

1-3. They comfortally Kept the scores
ticking away and ran out 4-16 to 2-3
winmners in what was a light training
ET B

On July 7. they were well on their

s [sobel Sheehan breaks out of defence chased by Gailtir's Hannah Flynn during the Munster Intermediate camogie final in Cas-
ere the Cork side came up short.

Picture: John [ Kelly

way toa champlonship semi-final after
a 1=-37 to 1-12 win ovor Tippesary Ina
top-of-the-tahle clash at The Ragg.

They made it four wins from four a
week later. Cork added a goal and
three points within flve minutes of the
resumption for a comfortable 3-12 to
-6 victory over Meath.

Cork were racing ahead as leaders of
Group 2, amassing a massive scoring

ially.

T;mjr final game against Offaly was
a foregone concluzion az repards
emarging top of their group ancl hesad-
ing straight to the semi-finil. As ex-
pected, they comforfably took Offaly at
home to finish top with 15 points from
five gaimaes.
Cork utilised their full substitution
allowanecs of five in the second hall of
thelr All Ireland semi-final against
Tipperary, Cork weren't tested at all,
but that has become the norm right
through the championship with Cork
mghi{i:‘kmlny 5tjrneetd ahead of the neEl

e final was intense, edgy, phisical

and tactical and Cork were deserving
All-Ireland champians, - :




Castlemartyr camogie

# Mary Newman
Castlemartyr 4-8
Courcey Rovers 0-8

GOALS win games and they cer-
tainly proved Important whien Cast.
temartyr and Courcey Bovers met in
the U186 B championship final in Bal-
linloaugh,

They were desdiocked, 0-4 apieos,
after an opening 30 minutes where
the defences Impressed. Courcevs
took an early lead with a Siobhan
O Donovan podnt but Zara Bowles he
vielled. Ellen Maguire, Ava O'Daona-
wian and Siobhan °Donovan were
working hard as Rovers hit three
points in a row.

However Castlemariyr ace Lilly
Hayes-Mally's three points from play
thed the game. -

Four minufes into the second half
Casthemartyr strick for a goal with
Almee Morgan finding the net.
Further goals from Sadhbh Beaus-
ang, MiHe Bowles and Hayves Nally
had Castelmartyr an thelr way to
being crowmed chan;phum.

Morgan had the final say with a
Castlemartyr point and she was
named as Player of the Match after a
superh display.

This was a huge victory for Cast-
lemartyr and a testament to all the
harl work that has gone into estab-
lishing the game in the clab over the
Last momiber of years.

Scorors lor Casflemartyr A Morgan -4 §0.2 1, D
1 45}, L Hayus-Maly -3, 5 Beausang, b Bowles
140 pier, T Bowles 0-1

Courcey Acvers: 5 O Doncywan 046, E Maguine, A
QDo 0-1 sach
CASTLEMARTYR: C Land: C Dedrs, A Hity, L
Hingan F McGrath, © Damy, C Stosla; T Bowdes,
G Lynch; & Moegan, 5§ Bossarg, L Kennassy; L
Harpas-hialty, E Hiryas-Hidly, & Cousing

Sub: M Dowiles ke A Cousiis [35)

CiBARCEY ROVERS: & Hynes; B Nolan-Doline
& Coling, L Crowiey, G O A Covesemn, E
Casay: B Maguics, L Hilbrgw: B 50D
nowan, A Gaflaghor; M OLeary, & O'Donosan, N

HgFaan.
Sulbe: K Ciegan bof M O'Laary, § FErpairics for
M Myhan

Redaisa: Caal Egan |Gl Ao

Buttevant 1-5
Millstrest 1-3
BUTTEVANT were crowmned U'le C

county champions as they held out
under strong pressurs o defeat M-
street in a thrilling contest at Ballip-
lough
A Arst-half Sarah Dunbea poal was
vital 1o Buttevant as it hel therm
hold a 1-1 to 0-3 interval lead with
Chioe Trimm adding their point.
BEeibhinn Moyniban and Orla
[V Leary pointed for Millstreet with
Lonize Lyons adding a fee.
Buttevant showed huge determi-
ration from the restart and openad
1 a five-point lead thanks to Shan-
10n Jewiit and Chioe Trimm (3
Battling hard Milistreet they never
v up and were rewarded with a
*animbe Murphy goal as the full-
imir whistle loomed. With only two
winis between the sides it was a
anse few minntes as Buttevant dug
jeep (o hold their lend and Millstreet
pessed for a winner. ;
Zarah Dunléa, Buttevant capimin,
coapted. the trophy from Mary
- Sullivan of the Juvenile camogic

T e
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Almee Morgan, Castlemartyr, Player of the Match in the U16 B Camogie championship final is presented with her award by Tracy

Sheehan, secretary of the Cork Juvenile board.

Ta cap @ greal day for Buttevant,
Rachel Brosnan was named as
Plawer of the Match.

Scorers lor Butteyand: C Trimm 04, 5 Durias 1-
0. 8 JarsEn D=1

MiBstreal; Cacimta Muply 143 B Moymshan, L
Lyosres, 1O O'Ladry 0-1 amch
BUTTEWANT: 3 Dundod (¢, O Ftomalrics, G Coi-
iol, L Dusdaa, L O°Been, A Enrghl, 5 Jewit E
Kpnnechy. A Sarol; A Lerahan, K O Connell, A
Durles; C Tremwm, R Beosnas, N Cidsana
Subc A Jeriy bor § Jewi

MNLLSTREET: L Lohana; R Buckisy, A Tismand (€,
H ﬂ'ﬁnﬁn E Q' Lowry, W 5 . Sorrall; L
Lyons, M Lebana; F Hurley, 507 Gornor, B
Wioynirary 0 OrLeary, © Barmeit, C Brophy:

Sub; C Morphy for C Brophy 29

Roeferes: VWillam Walls [Aghanu)
SEANDUNM

The Bishopstown and Douglas
15 met in the final Lust weekend,

Donglas were ahead at half-time
whistle and It was point for point
through the second half bt Bishaop-
shown galned o grip to provabl by F_utl-
time. Gonls from Charlotie Higgins,;
Grace O'Dreiscoll and Emily ' Do-
noghue proved vital for Bishopsiown
while Canimbe Henchy nd Caolmbie

: e e ailso off Lhe Soare-
alveel,

Im thet Shinkl finn] whore it was an

growing in popularity

@@ “This victory
was a testament to
all the hard work
that has gone into
establishing the

ill northside clash between Na Piar-
saipgh and Brian DNillon s MNa Plar-
salpgh were that bit faster to the ball
and took thelr chances (o secure the
victory.

An Alex Thompson goal and two
Lauryn O'Connor points were key in
the first half

DrConpor elided 1-2 in the seoonm
half and Aime Ring a peint. Player of
tho Match was Allish Allen,

SUMMER CUPS:
Elre Ch.' l'ﬁul'ﬁ]'_'.' proved lod strong

for Sarafields to make I a yer to re-
member s they added the Summer

game in
Castlemartyr.”

Cup to thelr Intermediate chmpion
ahi title,

The Junler Summer Cup was wo
by Ballinora, They overcime Mill
atrest, who opened (he seoring witl
an early a polnt, before Ballinorm re
sponded with points from Karee
If.-'mll. ldsn O 5Shos and Cliona Do
@y,

Millstreet rallied with two b B
goals but Jennifor Murphy replice
with tws of her own and points from
Stobhan O Regan and Dooley g
Ballinora bead 2-10 to 33,

Goals from Lane and Doobey aaw
Esallinors run out 4-18 10 4-5 winners



Camogie All-Star
team was tough call

AFTER retaining the Cork senior
camogie titfle, Inniscarra backbone
the Rearden's All-3tar selection.
which will be announced on Wednes-
day (Tpm) in Beardens,

There are seven players from the
mid-Cark club in the line-up,
along with Nve from rinmers-up
Courcey Rovers, who went from
being enisiders to finalists after an
aphe cmpakgn.

Milford duo Christine O"Connor
and Elaine O"Riordan are in the
full-back line while Douglas’s Katri-
na Mackey also made the cut. The
awanls will be presented on Wednes-
day might. while the Camogie Pliyer
of the Year will alzo be announced.

. Sheila Walsh (Inniscarray
Sheila had o very depenidable scason
for Innlscarra between the posts,
Confident and calm under the
dropping ball and an excellent ghod
stoppor, Inniscarra’s number ano
made o mumber of cruclial saves dur-
g the tovrsse of the campilEn.

2, Christine 0°Connor (Mil-
ford): A highly :I-l‘:Ia-u:hliI"..i'Ilh: SOASON.
With minimum Masg Chriziinge was
iremendously reliable a corner-
hack.

With an attacking sivke, she broke
down many a florward's
advancement particularly when
games hung in the balance. She was
instrumental in helping Milford
resech the semi-final.

3. Elaine O"Riordan (dMilford):
Onee agadn the fnllback dynamo had
a consistent and suporb seazon for
Milford. Teak tough. never shying
from the hard tackie, a great reader
of the game and with greal
distribation.

4. Ciara Haves {(Courcey
Roversk A troe leader in defence for
Courcey Rovers, Clara had an
outstanding seazon, Touwgh, skilful,
andl & great reader of the game, Cinra
intercepted many an epponent’s
attack during 4 great season fop
Courcey Bovers reaching thelbr first
County senior final,

4. Rena Buckley (Inniscarral:
Having Rena in your side increases
your chances of viclory by 20%,
Another dependable vear from Miss
loe Conl, Her dependability, roading
of the gaone and distribution, while
marking opponent™s most threaten-
ing players all season, was exemp-
lary.

6. Ashling Moloney (Courcey
Rovers): Ashling played a capiain’s
role and led from eenire back, Her
semi-final performance against Mil-
ford was a highlight but from the
start of the cimpaign she led an at-
Hll:i:mg and exciting Courcey Rovers
slide.

T. Bosie 'Mahony (Inniscareal
One of Inniscarra’s most conzlstent
poerformers over the past number of
geasons. Alwavs positioning herself
in the right place at the right time,
Roste had another great stason. An

unassuming leader in the team she i
Tln:!l.:ll cog I the wheel 'rhin I:

Milford's Loretta Hanley trying to block down a shot by Hatrina Mackey of Douglasin the

.
T e
F

seored 2-34 over the course of the season, 2-20 from play.

Sl

:ttmpl:ed handpass h-jm.'-ﬂlﬁ- ﬂph]n Treasa Md(a

defence and attack magnificently for Inniscarra.

#. Jacinta Crowley {Courcey
Rovers): Scorer of 27 points {11 from
Eny). A top-class display of free tak-
ng during the season from Jacinka,
A great performance in the opening
round where she scored 10 points
from play, Also displayed a great
work ethic throughout the
campaign.

8, Katie O°'Mahony {Inniscarra):
Always a player to glve 100% on the
fiedd, Kntie O'Mahony had one of her
best season’s in the blue jersey. Her
work rate, speed, and distributlon
froan the middle of the park made her
an invaliaable assed.

10, Treasa MeCarthy (Inniscar-

ra}; Throughout the entire campaign
Treasa MceCarthy waore her heart on
her sleeve. She covered miles as she
fiell back to help defendors and drove
forward with attacks. Will always
make the hard run In an effort to
difpﬂuess opponcnls. A true Cap-
Lakn.

11. Niamh Dilworth {Inniscar-
ra}; What n season this lnniscarea
stalwart had, Scorer of 234, Taking
over the free taking responsibility
Miamh was exceptional from all
angles of the pitch as well as giving &
Tege contribution from play whers
gl worked exctremely led,

12, Katrinn Mackey (Douglas)

rthy is foiled by Aisling O'Reilly of Courcey Rovers. McCarthy linked

i ?ﬂ-‘. b = I_;:I
=

)

" :
Picture: Larry Cumimins

Another scorer of 2-34, from flve
games, with 2-20 from play was an-
other tremendous return for the
Douglas and Cork star. A second-
round replay against St Finbarr's
saw her hit nine paints and drive
Draanglas into the thicd roumnd.

13. Fiona Keating {(Courcey
Rovers); What a season this Cork
minor enjoyed, To score of 3-16 from
!ﬂay during the campalgn was an
nct'edjpl:]:dfta!hﬂhnmng mﬂ&em
great s ,and a willingness
reaponsibility, Fiona has-a bright
future ahead.

14, Niamh McCarthy (Inniscar-
ra); A forward’s job isn't Just about

¥

'T"h:‘-l -
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@@|nniscarra
hackbone the
Rearden’s All-Star
selection.There are
seven players from
the mid-Cork club in
the line-up, with
five from runner-up
Courcey Rovers

finding the posts. It's about working
hard, doing the hard grind to also
provide opportunities for others.
Miamh had a1l of the above attribules
for Inniscarra — making scores for
her tenmmates, winning frees, and
hersall scoring 3-7— a great year.

15. Linda Collins (Courcey,
Rovers): Despite being & marked
woman in every game she lined aut,
in Linda was a thorn in the opposi-
tions side, ;

All szhe needs: is  just
one break and almest every uma.ml
ball will hit the net. Scorer of 5-5 shi
can be proud of her contribution o
Courcey’s run this year. Ll
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Our games are
world class

The decision of UNESCO to inscribe the gamoes
of hurling and camogie to the the Reprosen-
tative List of the Intangitde Cultural Heritage
of Humanity is & great recognition of Cork’s -
wvilarite games.

The Camogie Assochatbon amd ihe CAA can
be wery proud of achioving this prostigious in-
ternationnl recognition of our national gami

We have always rejolced in the speed and
skill involved in both camogie and harding and
hopefully now more pesple around the world
will be prompted to seel them ol

It woarld be great if more were encourged fo
fravel here to experionce the spectacls for,
themselves. They can find it, to & very high'

ity, in many villages, towns and cliviarens
in Cork of a sumimer s evening. [t will tako |
breath nway! i
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Josepha Madigan, Minister for (ulture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, with Limerick's Sean Finn and Cork's Asife Murray at the announcement that
hurling/camogie has been put into UNESCO's List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanify. Picture: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile

D S -
il Niamh 5
mwthmm@WHﬂmm@mnmmwkﬂm1 nﬁmm&tm Ugrue,

Dullea, Moira Barrett, oedon, Anna Flynn and BredaMcCarthy, Back fromleft, Hannah O'Donovan, Sarah Cahalane,
mmmmfmw%mmmmmm,mmmm.

CaraDeasy, Marle Phayer and Kaela O'Driscoll,

Shana of the Inniscarma camoghe
Kavanagh, Sheila W lsh, Niamh Dilworth and Treasa McCarthy, captain
team, at memr'ﬂi:f': AR All-Stars awards night in Reardens. Picture: Gerard Bonus

lig, i

Elzine 0"Rivrdan al';it;i'uisti! O'Conner from Milford GAA at the Rearden's GAA All-Stars award:
night. Picture: Cerard Bonen
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DESERVED AWRRD | Inniscarra’s Mi:

By Jennifer O'Leary

i Dilw

Jorth named Re:

w CAMOGIE MATTERS

arden's Camogie Player of the
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AllI want for Christmas is another 2018

AS MY 2018 Barryroc Co-Op
calendar is already flipped over
to December, the advent calen-
dar is now also siming pretoy on
my mantelpiece. As L chompon
the first chocobate that lies hid-
den beneath day number one,
I refiect on what has been an
amazing year for Irish women
in sport.

woWith overwhelming victo-
ries dominating the headlines
of newspapers and successes
of women in spor creating an
online media freney, I've picked
five female achievements that
have captured my imagination
and admiration in 2018,

Cara Staunton's autobiogra-
phy - This is certainly going
to be o popular stocking-filler
for sporting enthusiasts this
Chriztmas and is already placed
im hiding in my house, ready to
be wrapped as a gift to myself?
A sporting icon and an influ-
ential woman in sport, there
izt mech that Staunton hasn't
achieved in her sporting eareer.

She is already alter making a
serious impact in Sydncy play-
ing AFL with the Greater West-
prn Sydney Giants, winning, the
aceolade of Goal of the Year as
will as making a notable impact
with her unigue kicking style
on the oval pitch. Herinfluenoe
wilg o apparent that she has
returned for a second season.

We are all very aware of
Cora’s awesome ability as a
ladies” Gaelie foothaller with
slayo and how she has won the
admiration of young players
across the country, but now her
autobiography, ghost-written
by Cork's Mary White {who
pnined Relentleéss, the story
of the Cork team) puts her
om a pedestal for being the P
first ladies" GAA plaver o 8
release n book of its kind, |
She bas made history and |
willinspire others to make %)%
asimilarmove, tohighlight ©°
their achievements and
receive the recogni-
tion they are 20 de-
serving of.

There seems to
be no stopping v
thig woman, and  J§
o cloubst i 2009
shewill help baild
an even bigger
profile fos wormen
i Speort.

Cork camogie -
With banth senior
and intermedi-
ate camogie
Fams bring-
inlf bpck the

sIrelands in
wciting fashion,

I#L

we alsao expericnced success
with the minor camogie feam
achieving All-Ircland successin
April apainst Galway.

One of the many stars to
shine [rom this minor team
wits Saoirse MeCarthy, who was
also impressive in Croke Park
whien she helped the intermedi-
ates to defear Down after many
years of heartache. Camogie
appears healthy and strong in
the county and this is reassur-
ing to know after moving away
from the county five years agol

A highlight from the Cork
camogiée panel for me was the
growing talent of Chloe Siger-
son, who has recentl hm:n
nominated for the RT
spfmmull}u:‘fmrﬂ.ward H-cr
long-range free-taking ability
wias incredible towatch and, for
someone 20 young and relatives
by mew to the senior starting 15,
she expdes a quiet confidence
that reassures us that she will
be one to watch in the coming
VEA (rCEE RjEaan.

The Cork camoghe board are
wiarking tirelessly behind the
scenes to ensure these girls are
achieving and reaching their
potential and the professional:
izm Paudie Murray brings 1o
the sct-up means other teams
are trying hard to emulage his
approach 1o success.

Hellie Harrington = The name
on everyone's lips over the last
decade has been Katie Tavlor,
with no other sertous female
boxer evien coming close to her
boxing prowess,

However, over the past cou-
pleof years there has beenatal-
ented young Llady who has been
working tirelessly o achieve

world championship gold be-
_ hind the scenes., In 2006, she
= won silver in the world
T championships and,
while many would find

" it difficult to return to
the hard grind after this
disappointment. she
decided to drop
from G4kg to
G0kg into the

25 & lightweight
|1|=.1-'|Eﬁw
plver’ys

category.
Thiz was
A category
dominated
by Katie
Taylor be-
fore she
turned
profes-
sional.
Many
gk have
zaicl this

President of the

28-year-old was always an ex-
cellent fighter, 50 versatile and
hardworking, but she wasn't
able 1o shine or find the lime-
light because of Taylor's popu-
larity and dominance. Well now
is herdme to shine and the light
she emits is almost blimding.
Finally winning world boxing
gold in the recent champion-
ships in India, she is now a hero
in Irish sport. She is only the
third Irish boxer ever 1o win
world championship gold with
Conlonand Taylor the previons
Wilners.

This girl is only finding her
feer. The Olympics in Tokyo are
nevw calling.

Sarah Healy - At 1T years of
age, this incredible athlete won
the gold double at the Eurg-
pean ULE Athletics Champion-
ships in Hungary this summer,

The runner from Dublin
achicved her first gold in the
S000m raece, where she was 11
seconds faster than second in
the fiell. Having tasted sweer
success, her appetite for more
resilted in her winndng a fur-

Cora Staunton’s aut
heapumirstudtm-ﬂmfnrspuﬂs

Msndaﬂmﬁaﬂiemﬁmﬂsaﬂb&:ﬁhﬂunf%yimmprmﬂtwﬁw
Paudie Murray with the 2018°

Of The Year' award at the Camogle All-Stars Awards, sponsored by Liberty Insur-
ance, at the Citywest Hotel, Dublin in early November.

One of the many stars to shine from this

minor team was Saoirse
impressivein l:rokeParlmhenshe

was also

,who

helped the intermediates to defeat Down

after many years of heartache.

ther gold in the 1500m, where
she smashed the current Eu-
ropean championship tme by
three seconds.

Having watched the race, it
was very clear to see that she
had more energy and stamina
left in the tank compared o
her opponents, who lay on the
ground struggling o recover
from the gruelling pace set by
Healy.

In the meantime, Sarah cele-
brated and gave interviews with
relative ease considering she
just ram 1.5 kilometres in just
four minutes and almost 19 sec:
onds! How this athlete grabbed
my attention mostly was how
shit spoke in one of her post-
race interviews. At 17 years of
age, she is facing her Leaving
Cert year and undoubtedly this
sl mEecaent rmany challernee in

striking 2 balance in her studies
and sport,

However, | was delighted to
hear her say that she thinks its
important to have ber running
as well as her studies. Admit-
ting that school must come first,
she welcomes the break run-
ning can give her and intends
on pursuing both challenges as
the year progresses,

She i someone every young
person should listen to as she
highlighis thar with hard work
you can do everything you want
to do, yOU Can enjoy exercise
and still achieve what you wish
i s, Both go hand in hand
and many whe apply them-
getves to both actually do better
in schoal,

The Irish women's hockey
team = “1 am ot in the habae

=

of repeating mysel,” was a lin
from one of the many comics
characters in Killinaskully,

Having written about thi
squad recently, | wasn't sure i
1 could broach the subject one
again.

However, the Irish women”
hockey team’s success in th
World Cup is surely wonthy o
CONSEANTE wTitlen repetitions.

This amazing group of be
lievers overcame the odds tha
were tightly stacked againg
them by winning & silver meds
in the biggest hockey compet
tion of their lives in August o
20018 —a fear never achicved b
any Irish hockey team.

Facing the dominance of th
Nethertands in the final, the
never allowed their opponent
to force them to drop thed
heads or give up. They kep
their game plan going right t
the final whiste, There war
no tears of devastation at th
end of the fourth quarter, it wa
celebration for whar they has
schicved.

With their world ranking
naw sitfing at eighth, this o
dable year for women's hocke:
captured the hearis of the na
tion &nd were the sports stoe
= tle epmmmere af B



Saoirse flying high after winning
three All-Irelands in the one year

Courcey Rovers star
Saoirse McCarthy
chats to Ger McCarthy
about her dream
season and missing

the county final

FEW athleres are more deserv-
ing of 2 West Cork Sports Star
of the Month award than Cork
GAA camogie and Courcey
Rovers' Saoirse MoCarthy.
The Kinsale Community
School student has come to the
cnd of a an sction-packed 12
months in which the emerg-
ing star won All-Ireland minor,
intermedizte and senior cum-

gie medals. That's three All- |

Irelands in one calendar year.

Add to that, the player of
the match award in the All-
Ireland intermediate final, be-
g crowned the intermediate
camogie Players” Player of the
Year plus a Scaring Star All-
Star award and McCarthy could
b forgiven for having her head
i the clouds.

Butthe first thing the 18-year-
old remembers when asked
about an amazing 12 months
is her devastation ar missing
out on Courcey Rovers' county
senior (inal appearance doe to
having her appendix removed.

That tells you how down to
carth she is, putting the disap-
pointment of her club's coanty
final loss vo Inniscarra ahead
of all the personal accolades
pecked up at inter-county level.

“That was a real downer
(missing out on Courcey's

county final)," McCarthy
told The Southern Sear.

‘Evervone kept saymg tome
b Tucky | was amd that [ didn't
have to have my appendix out
earlier in the year because that
wioadd have cost me All-Irelamd
final appearances for the Cork
intermediate and senior teams,
People were telling me it that
was perfect timing. Well, thats
ot how [ looked atitatall

1 fele like | was leming my
team-mates down, that's how it
wis fior me at the time. [ mean,
I was 5o desperate to play thar
I togged out on the sideline
for Courceys only & week after
surgery. There 1 was with my
boots and skort, sitting on the
substitutes bench and roaring
the girks on,

'l am awful for watching
matches though, ['m so bad.
I just wanted to be out there
making a dilference but there
wasnothing L eould do abour v

In terms of her meteoric
rise through the inter-county
camigic ranks, McCarthy first
appeared in a Cork jersey for
the Ulds back in 2012 Since
then, the Courcey Rovers player
has moved up through the age-
grades before defexting Galway
018 to 111 to claim an All-Tre-
land minor tithe this past year.

West Cork

left, Aoife Walsh, Cella McCarthy, Shay Walsh, Leonard McCarthy, Cacimhe

Thar represented Cork’s first
succest since the age-grade was
changed from U6 to U8 back
in 2006,

1 won the Al-lreland minor
title with Cork first and that
wis amazing 50 I'd have been
happy to stop at thae!' MceCarthy
srated.

“The day after the minor final
I got a call from Paudie Mur-

C ELTIC ROSS HEITF L

VEST CORK. %P@RTS STAR AWAI

mmmmmm:ms}.m

mm:mmmﬂwmmmmml

ray and began training with the
Cork seniors almost straighta-
way. | remember coming on in
the Munster semi-final against
Clare and 1 barely knéw any of
the girls.

‘I will be honest and say |
wis & hit star struck sitting in
the dressing room beforehand.
Laura Hayes from St Cathe-
rine’s who aleo came up from
the minors was with me and
we were just looking around at
all these household names. It
was surreal to be playing with
the senlors 5o s00n after tog-
ging out for the minors. We
trained all summer with the
seniors before playing with the
intermediates towards the end
of the year.'

Fast forward to September
and MeCarthy walked our on
to the hallowed Croke Park turf
for an All-Ireland intermediabe
decider against Down, Once
again the 18-year-odd made her
mark, scoring 0-4 and winning
the player of the match award
as Cork ended a run of three
consecutive All-Ireland final
defears.

The Courcey Rowers star
barely had time o celebrate be-
fore joining Cork's substitutes
and warching the senior panel
register an epic ono-point vic-
tory over Kilkenmy.

“That day was surreal, like a
dream really,’ MoCarthy stated,
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‘I was so desperate to play that | togged out on the

sideline for

only aweek after surgery.

There | was with my boots and skort, sitting on the
substitutes bench and roaring the girls on.’

process everything! Everyone
keeps asking if 1 have come
back down to éarth yet and the
answer s no. Some evenings |
Iook at pictures of that day and
can’t believe it all happened to
me, | have a senior All-Ireland
medal?

*Fallowing on from that, [ was
honoured o be nominated for
a Soaring Star (intermediate)
All-5tar award. On the night
of the awards, [ was delighted
o get the rophy but couldn't
beliewe when they announoed |
Isad won the intermediate Play-
ers’ Player of the Year as well,

I honesaly thought our goal-
keeper Amy Lec wis going 1o
wiin it a5 she had such a fantastic
year. | mean, [ even voted for
(Cork’s) Niamh Mallon!

It is difficulr 1o ask a young
inter-county player what lies in
store for 2008 when the previ-
ous 12 manths delivered un-
precedented success;

MeCarthy is different from
your average camogie player
however and already thinking

about what she can achicve
with her club and county.

‘Hopefully, | will be involved

with the Cork scoior panel be-
cause we won the intermediate
tiele this year and all of the girls
will want to kick on now,” she
said. As for Courcey Rovers,
mext vear is defindtedy gpoing to
have to be a big one. Starting
with the league trophy, we want
1 get that back having last won

it in 2016,

This past year, I felt | didn't
have hardly any dme to play for
my club and will hopefully get
to pepresent them a bit more
in 20M8.

‘It is a huge commimment to
keep going for Courcey Rov-
ers and Cork but it doesn't feel
like a big thing because | enjoy
playing camogie so much. | was
out four mights a week with the
inter-county setup alone plus
matches ai the weekend.

“This past year, | really want-
ed thear AllIreland minar titke
s everything after that was a
complete bomus to be honest.
Thankfully, 1 have had quite a
guiet winter 20 far because |
was at home recovering from
my appendix pperation. That
wits no harm [ suppose but 1
cannot wait for next year,”



LEESIDE LEADERS: Ben Shorten, Reardens, with award winners Niamh Dilworth {Inniscarra), Bill Cooper (Imokilly), Dofreann
'Sullivan [Mourneabbey) and Paul Montgemery, Reardens at last night's event at the Cork city venue.

Plcture: Ger Bonuas

Cooper, Maguire, O'Sullivan, and
Dilworth take top Leeside awards

Liam Ryan

County star Bill Cooper, of Youg-
hatl and Imokilly, was named
Reardens Cork Club Senjor Hurler of
thie Yenr at a ceremony in Reardens,
Cork City last night, with Ian
Maguire (5t Finbare's) pleking up
ihe foodhall prize.

Dofreann O°Sullivan of Mourneab-
by is the Ladies Footballer of tha
Yestr, with Mlamh Dilworth (Innisc-
area) clalming the camagie prize.

And It was a :.]:-l:l:'tril night for L=
Cahalane family, with Castlehaven's
Damien named on the football team
of the year, while his sister Moahh
{Eire O was selected on the ladies
football teans.

County champbons Imokilly domi-
nafed the hueling teamn of the vear se-
lection, picking up eight awands.

Seamus Harnedy, Pandie O°Sulli-
van and Miall O Leary were homowr-

fop il second vear in a row, with
Cooper, Colm Spillanc, Ciarin
O0'Brion, Mark O'Keeffe, and Will
Leahy also honoured.

Beaton finalists Midleton's fine
championship saw Tommy Wallace,
Stadnaldh Smyth, Coner Lehane,
and Luke O Farrell make the cut.

5t Finbarr's and Duhallow shared
1% of the 15 posithens on the foothall
teqm following their classic counly
final in October, with Castlehaven's
fantastic run, which saw them lose
their sqomi-final to Duhallow at the
third time of nsking, rewarded with
two All Stars.

The gueens of ladies foothall,
Mourneabbey, lnded five All-Stars,
including three O Sullivan sisters,
Rabzin, Clara and Dolreann for the
spoodu] year in s row,

County champs Inniscarra lead
the way in camogie with seven
All-Siars,

Murfing A8l-Stamn: Fommy Wallace (Wsdieton):
Dary Maibang (Elskitek), Colm Spadlans (ma-
killy], Séadnasdh Smyth (Midioton]: Clarin
¥ [imsiily], Maall Orilaary {Imakaliyh, Mak
Coloman {UCC), Bl Coopar (imokilly]. Mark
O Eoalta [Imsskaly): Luke O'Farredl {Musabon]).
Spamus Hamody (Imokilly), Danisl Kesmoy
[Sarsfipdds]; Wil Loaky (Imokily}, Conar Lohand
[Mscigion), Paseday OrSulinean (Imakiiyg

Feotball Adl-Sears; Paiick Doyle (Dunhalbiow);

Firbser's), Damisn Cahafane (Castehaen), Lor-
ciin McLoughiin (Duhaliow); len baguiro (5 Fine
bares}, Akdan Walsh {Duhafiowd; Enda Dénnahy
{5t Finbaer's), Mark Colirg (Caiitsbiaing, Diris
Oilirden (50 Finbant'), Shamec Hacky [Dahad
Iow], Denncha O'Connor {DuhaBiow), Shiven
Sk (57 Fnban'y]

Camogle All-Stars: Shela Waish (inniscara;
Christing O Corrae {Mifierel), Elaing CrPbcedan
{Mitloed]. Cigrn Hayes [Couwrcey Rovers); Rena
[Conpoey

Diéweeth (nciscanen], Keting Mackgy [Douglas)
19; Fiona Koakng (Courcoy Rovers). Miamby
WcCarty (rndscara), Linda Colling (Cowoey
Reripin),

Ladies feotball AN-Steea: Martira O Brien (VWost
Gorkl: Eva Dunno |51.¥als), Melssa Dugpan
(WWast Gork), Cotter (51 Vais); Meabh Ca-
halara (Ere Og), Roiin OrSullivan (Moumaab-
bary), Daire Maly fiest Cork); Make O'Callhan
|Moumeabbay]. Bad O Sulivan fdousniabing].
Abnn Tarry (ot Cork), Ciarn O Sullimi (Mowr-
Rrazeun bl Eraacada (51 vals), Emoar Scaly

Nov.
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Big. guns commit to
Rebels’ camogie bid

FOALKEEPER Agify Murray and CAMOG

11-thme All-Star Gemma 0'Con-

nor have committed io the Cork lEthanl:mmlun
cimogin $eb-up jof 2019, man-

ager Paudie Murray has reveal-  Corkery i alao returning, the
ad. Coark il will have
The decisson of both players bo. mch tha samie hand 10 pick
continue for another year s a from nexd year.
masshe boost to the All-reland  Pawdie Murray says @ is abso-
chamgplons and their bid 10 Iutely wital that hig moee experi-
achieve the county's first O'Duffy  enced players have decided o
Cup three-in-a-row since 1573, remiain on board, :
Muifriy, who rscendly won her "It has helped the dressing room
eighth All-Star award, skippered  greatly in that they are J-;'wpmg
Cork to iheir one-podint All-ng- stamdasds high i there, " Murmay
kand final win ovar Klikenny in remarked, ,
Seplembes, Mow living and work- "W wouldnt have achieved
ing in Dubdin, 2019 will be the 35-  whal we have achieved in recent

yiar old"s 18th season with
Conrk

yiears only for those players. And
| include Rena (Buckley] in that.

O'Connor (33), kaving also Briege coming back twe manths
joined the Cork squad in 2002, is  bedorne this years All-freland finad
anciher who is heading into her  Gave us a great kick because
18h| campaign. she Brought & huspe leved of ax-
Both are g a 10th All-Ire- and a small bit of mad-
and medal. And with the news  Ness 100, which was probabily
parhier this week that Brigge groad at that imea,

Murray and O'Connor commit
to another season for Cork

Eoghan Cormican

Ceonlkbeeper Acife Murray and
i1-time All-Star Gemma
O'Connor have committed (o
the Cork camogie set-up for
018, manager Pandie Murmay
hins reveabed.

The decision of both players
1o eontine for another year is
a massive hoost to the All-Ire-
Lamdl champions amd thelir hicd
to achleve the eounty s firs
O Dty Cup three-ln-m-row
aknee 107E.

Murray, who recemily won
her eighth All-Star awnrd,
skippered Cork to their one-
point All-Ireland finol win
over Kilkenny back In Sep-
tember, Now living and wur!:
ingg in Doblin, 2008 will be i
a5-yonr oli's 161h season with

RIOF (20, having al
joltied the Cark squad in 2002,

iz another who &8 heading into
her 18th inter-county cam-
padgn. Both are chaging a 10th
All-Trelind medal, And with
the news earlier this week that
Briege Corkery Is also retum-
ing, the Cork management
will hivwe muech the sane hand
to pick from next year.

Paudie Murrmy says it is ab-
aolutely vital that his nwore ox-
perlenced players have de-
cicled o remaln on board.

“It s helped the dressing
rook greatly in that they are
kecplng standards high in
theire,” Murrey rensnried.

“We woubilin't have achieved
what we have achleved n re-
cenl years only for thoese
players. And I include Rena

Buckley] in thai. Bricge
Corkery] coming back fwo
mosiha bifire this year's All-

Ireland flnal gave w8 a great
kick because she brought n

huge level of experience nnd a
small bit of madness too,
which was probahly good at
that time,”

The Cork manager, having
come infa the fob late in 2001,
had his mind pretty much
macde wp that he was staying
on for an eighth year once the
final whistle sounded on thelr
All-Treland Mnal win.

“At the beginning of the
year, | had decided this was
my last year, ivrespective of us
winning the All-Ireland or
not. That changed after this
voar's All-Ireland final,

“you have the possibility of
three-ln-a-row. We foiled in
that regard in 2008, Therne i8 a
small kit of trying to right e
wrongs, really. Second of all,
when youare dealing with the
bunch of plavers that | am

dealing with, it & not shey to
walk avay froon thein either.™

"1l aive it another year,
e gwgm hero Briege

says

Pual star Briege Corkery will
be ing to extend her own
riscord All-Treland medal haul
after conficming she will be
available to Cork camogle
Bboss Paudie Murray in 2019,

The Cloughduv star, who
will tarn 2 next weekend, has
won 18 All-Ireland medals
across camogbe and football —
a joint record held along with
her lurmaa Rcblr.;l CHI::;HH
teammaie Hena Buc —
and will hope to add another
title next Seplember,

After stopping away from
{he game at inter-county level
for two years, during which

erary last August and
E]njmed an All-Ireland medal
as i non-playing su‘h&titmr.-i?
the final win over Kilkenny.
“I'm going to go back to ci-
moegle,” she tol thed2.ie ves-

“T gn ":is?“tl Wits dl?}alﬁ;
teed | it ot & gam
Eﬁﬂlﬁn-lr:]aud final] and
understandably, 1 know why |

didn't
“I°d have : rrod T hf,:ﬁ
one on a losing note
played [rather] than not play
at all, Tt°s just 1'd like to Ty
and get back on the temxm and

SYeIf I'm not good enough to

time she became i mother 1ast . ki it
made her re-  get back on, 1'm not £
mﬂi Eﬁrﬂm fold as a 4ub-  enough. that d be OK oo, but

pute for the All-Ireland ca-
g‘ndn somi-final agninst Tip-

at least I can say 1 gave it an-
other vear and [ tried.

Briege cuﬁuy:l’dmtﬂlrﬂl
!etbaﬁmmtumﬂm-

Cork's thrilling vietory over
Kilkenny saw Cot rollact
her 16th All-Trelan meilal
ACTOSS CAM and foot
She has six camogie AlkTre-
lands while Buckley has 11 in
the big-ball code. :

Corkery lod the dunsr n-
terprovinsial mum“
after beating Digter at Yale
ford IT 128t



Club aces werein
the spotlight

u Mary Newman

THIS s the ttme of vear when awards
amd accolades are handed out like con-
fiedth but usually If is at the top levels
that we hear of our superh players and
athiptes baing feted.

This is not the case in Cork, whene
club playvers ane locked after as well,
and earlier thiz week the players whao
helped make it another great camogie
championship season were rightly
nonoured when the Rearden's Camo-
gie All-Star team of the SE Systems
senbor championship was annouanced.

It's wonderful to see the players at
arassrods eve] gpetting diee recognition
for their hard work over a saa3on, par-
flenlarly a champlonship season far
those that reach the latter stages spans
wr approximately & 10-month period.
Very ofton these players may have
wever made a county team and enjoyed
he n&rﬂ&r:enm playing at that level
wings but there 15 nothing better than
ining out with your clol it is where
ol start and hopefally fnish ap.

For the average club player whols
1ot on an inter-county team, they
sometimes play all through their
lengue campaigns minus the star
plavers but come championship tme
sverybody is available and the press-
ire 15 an o perform.

The Cork County Championship is
o of camogle’s oldest and certainly
maost préstigions competitlons and to
hig end o pick the best 15 from a gal-
axy of committed and dedicated
players i2 impossible. East year for the
irst fime every Beanden’s included ca-
mogie and kadies football in thegr
pard schorme and plsadits must go i
1'Jhr.-i:r management bearm spearhoaded
this.

Paul Montgomery of Hearden’s was
delghted with the evening.

“We're thrilled to mow have the ca-
e and ladies [oothall teams here as
wiellin 2017 we expanded the avwards as
it §5 only fiting that the girls get the
dapme Focopriitbon as thie leds =

It is great to see players such as
Courcey Rovers' Ciara Hayes recog.
nised on the team thiz seazon. She ks
i af thetr longest serving players
and iE a very worthy winner.

Consistent all year in her role in the
Cowrcey’s difemce she helped hold off
thie challonges posed by St Catherine's,
wiuskiercy, Billeagh and Milford befors
3 place in her elubs first ever county
serbor champlonghip final was reach:
In thie final Courceys had Lo glve Wiy
o holders Innizearra who made it
three ln a row buat the performance »
given by Ciarm was onoe again superb
and she is a worthy inclusion as she
wins her first Bearden s award.

Another first-time award went to
Conrcey Rovers captain Aigling Malo
ney who lod her side 5o well as ey
confested thele first county sanior
final, always prominent ahe lad by
prample and is a worthy winner

Jacinta Crowley hit 27 poinis as
Courceys blazed a tratl through the
champlonship here wark rate 15 hinkga
amal wiikh & good eye for the targed, she
also gave some great exhibitions of
ree-tiking. Youngster Fiona Keating
g still a minor yvet she played with
IgE maturity as Courceys set aboiit
~waching the final amnd her tally of 3-16

Hayes.

minnes she's certainly one to watch ot
B 15t Fidaire,

Linela Colling broke the hearts of oe-
fences all year Both at club and indeed
connty level but it 18 for her thrilling
displays she wins her first Rearden's
All-Star award, She has an Incredibic
brrst of speesl and a Keen eye for goal,
hlll]hg e in todal o whiat was, with-
cut danbi, her best champlonship cam-
palgn to date

Goalkeeper Shella Walsh from eoun-
ity champlons Inniscarra enjoyed a
grEat years for her club, coal under
pressure shie held off the challenges all
Cloughduy in the opening roand amd
in toial only conceded ome gaal
through & campiign thixt saw Innlscar-
ri-also overcome Sarafields, Clough-
duy and Ballincollig defeating getting
the upper hand on Courcey Bovers in
the final,

As Inniscarr made it three in a row

Picture: Garasd Bonus.

citptain Treasa MeCarthy showed all
her expirience as she led her side (o
5":1:1nrﬁ'. calm under pressure she
drove them on'in all games, up front
Miamh Dilworih was unerring from
placed balls and play and was o thorm
i all defonces shides,

Likewize, Miamh MeCarthy whio
gl i diffcult for every defence In-
niscarra met. Legendary Bena Buck-
ley adds to hor vast collection after
leadding the Inniscarra defence with
wonderful displays all thraugh.

Katle O'Mahony was Player of the
Match in the county final after turming
in another superd display she was con-
sigtent form the first game for Innisc-
arra as was Roske O°'Mahony who al-
Wwilys seems to pop up in the right place
for Inniscarc: and both are hogely de-
serving of Incluskon

Down through the years Elaine
O Riordan has been to the fore small in

Jow McCarthy with his daughter Treasa MeCarthy, captain of the Inniscamra Camogie Team, at Rearden’s this week. Ficture: Gerard Borus,

@@lt’s great that in
Cork club players get
the recognition they
deserve.

stature bt blg in heart she is strong
determined and hugely compotitive
and this was very evident all through o
champlonship campaign which saw
her win her seodnd Rearden s All-Star.
Another Millond player (0 npress wan
the lon-heartesd Christine O° Gorman,
a tongh defender she stood tall in all of
her clubs outings amd now In the wl-
light of an cutstanding carecr she
pleks up & deserving AlL-Siar to add to
it collection that includes All-Trelian:d
club Munster and county champion-
ships.

Kairina Mackey wore her heari on

her sleeve for Donglies and was thelr |

standoit player in champlonship 2008
all :!Lmu;l,'lll agninst &1l oppositions sha
showed just how valaihle a plinyer she
|% 1o kel il

Flugne credit to Rearden’s for (e hon-
olring the best camogle players of
018,

Officers
back in
place for
2019

CAMOGIE

W Mary Newman
THE Cork ciunogie board held

| thetr county convention in
| thelr complex in Castle Roady

for the first Hime

The reporis from the vari-
okt officers reflected the com-
mitment af the county to the

| game and a packed house

heard hupe praise for the Cork
senior, Intermediate, and
minar teams, who took All-
Irekamd titles in 2018, Munster
thtles were also won by the
Cork U6 and junior sldes,
while the Intermediates re-
tained the Natbonal League.

The secretary, Sandra Cor-
COCAN, gAYe 4 comprehensive
report of all activithes and paid
iribute to all the effort of the
clubs and at counky level

The chairwoman, Mary
MeSweeney, acknowlsdged all
who work [or camagle anc
thanked the delegates. The
treasurdr, Marion MeCarthy,
gave a dedailed report on the
bard’s finances and while it
was an expensive year, three

{ All-Ireland titles made it

worthwhile.

The PRE, Shirley Maloney,
reported on a rise in the
board’s followers in all areas

| of social medin, She alzo
{ thanked all the various madia

outlels that continue 16 pro-
male carnegic

The development officer,
Esther O°Loary, reported on
thie varions courses that were
organised jn M8,

The minor selector, Jerry
Wallace, spoke on behalf of his
minagrmant committes amd
he thanked everybody whao
helped them bring the first
All-lreland minor tiile to
Cork.

The intermediate seloctor,
Mossle O'Sullivan, said it was
a pleasure 1o be mvelved with
Cork teams.

The chairman of the Casile
Roard development commities,
Joe MeCarthy, addressed con
voentlen and gave a debailed
update of the huge progress
bezkr g e af the complex. He
sabd that the commitiee hoped
bt have the mext phase of the
clubhouse development
underway aml dressing rooms
three and forr in use in 2018,

There were four elections
for posltions an the board,

Outgoing chairperson,
Mary McSweeney (Bandon),
Teedd ofl the challenge of secTe-
tary. Sandlra Corcoran (Ennis-
Keane), to continue In the
chalr for a third year

The treasurer, Marlon
MeCarthy (5t Finbarr's), was
returmned ll:lll:l|:l|'|uﬁi"f.|. alter
smdie Coughlan (Kilbrittain/
Timoleaguad withdrew her
nominiation

The ascretary, Sandra Cor-
coran (Enniskmme), was alsa
riturned oppoged, after Ea-
chiel \k'}'cl!u:l'lu}'-ﬂt‘uﬁn {Ealli-
norad withdrew.,

Vice-chairperson, Sheila
Golden (Inniscarea). and de-
velopment officer, Esthoer
¥ Laeary (Mallow), were re
turned unoppoded, while thi
board reappointed Hobln
"I_'rl-,:gz;s {Aghaday children s 'of-

[ 1]y



gl of camagle
»yory high standards

here the
dar Cam-

fiz {0y
t Dilwoarth had a truly bril-
pakgn in the Inniscarta jer-

shie azsnmed over the red
for | skilie also and
oM I
ety of di
the pitcl.
The workeaie of Dilworth means

look forward o the
ary.”

As Dilworth alhades 1o, next on the
kiid Cork girls journey will b o pur-
snitat the All Irelamd title. After zuf-
fering national final heartbreak in
Croke Park back in 2011, with a
numbser of the plyers invalved that
day still apart of the current sstup,

wearra would dearly love 1o se-
ehnd glory
vere there in from our 2010

The Rearden's Camogie team of the year 2018, at the recent Rearden's GAA All-Stars

awards night.
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Inniscarra camoghe award winners: Treasa McCarthy, Sheila Wals
Niamh McCarthy, Overall Camogie winner Niamh Dilworth; Kate 0¥
honey and Rena Buckley at the Rearden's GAA All-Stars awards nig

Paudie Murray manager of the Cork camogie team; Ben Shorten, Rearden's, presents the Overall Camogie award to Niamh Dilworth, Inniscarra, alse Alan Cotter, Heineken |
land at the Rearden's GAR All-Stars awards night Washington Street.

campaign. That day we lost. So hope-
fully this fime we can push on and get
there.™
InniscarTa come into this game off
ihe hack of a Munster title success.
Given the ontragpeonsly short tur-
naround 0 2007 eivween winning the
v il hemiing into Munster, it
ave been great (o Dilworth
and her temmmates to have time to
have a proper crack in their provin-
eial challenges this time aroumnd.

Dilworth adds: [ suppose in the
Iast two years, the team haven't had
any time to prepare propetly for the
Munster championship.

*This year we had two weeks to
prepare. That really stood to us for
Munster.

“Gaing through the Cork cham-
pionship, we had a few tough
matches,

“Heading into the Munster seml
final and then final, these matches

really stodd 1o us”

[nniscarra are an outfit that have
gotten the balance well between
youth and experience.

That was very much evident in
their successful retentlon of the Cark
camogie title, while they also man-
aged to pick up the Munster crown
for the second time In their history.

“There {s.a lot of voung playvers, es-
pecially the likes of Claudia Keane
coming onto the team and scoring 1-1

Pictures: Gerard Bo

in a Munster final,

“It really showed the depth a
strength of our panel.”

Inniscarra will be hoping t
strong panel will be o major wea
in their armoury to take into th
All-Ireland qiiest.

Mext up the Mid-Cork sid
the natkonal semi fnal, where t
gre set to face Lainster Champbons
Marting from Wexford early in €
AEW YEar.

e 0

Ben Shorten, Rearden’s; Ronan Curran, Mycro Sportsgear; Hiamh Ditwerth,
Overall Camogie, and Inniscarra GAA Club, with Paudie Murray Cork Came-
gle Team managerat the Reardens GAA All-5tars awards night.

Dverall Camogie winner Niamh Dilwerth, of Innisc
GAA at Reardens GAA All-Stars awards night.




n Niall Collins is a fan of numbers. He’s also a sports nut. Put the two together and
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you have Cork camogie’s performance analyst who is helping the Rebels stay
ahead of the chasing pack. GER McCARﬂIY spuk_e to the Du nmanway man

Stat’s life - Niall crunching the
numbers to keep Rebels on top

CORK camogie stuistician K-
il Collins says that recording
events in games isn't just 2 box-
ricking ebement but rather akey
instrument in improving frmire
Jechsion-making.

As the Rebels, under man-
ager Pauwdic Muorray, have risen
o the top of the tree in recent
years, Dunmanway native Cal-
lins — & cousin of the boss — has
played anintegral rodeas partof
the mianagerment [eam.

A Software Architecr with
IWest Consulting in Cork, Niall
colling first became invobred
TV YEars 50,

1 initinlly. got involved back
n 2004 when Papdie became
nanager,’ hesays,

‘He conmaeted me when he
was putting together his man-
apement beam for that year and
askoed if 1'd like to get iInvolved.
My backiround i in computer
coftware development and that,
coppled with my interest in a
wide range sports, bed me o first
=t involved in the role. Prior to
that, Patsdic was m charge of the
Diphenys foothall team, where [
would have worked clozely with
him on-a lower scale for about
X VEAT

“When | first got involved
with the Cork camogie team,
i did a bot af rezearch on the
varsous saftware packages thar
were out there for recording
match statistics, | decided on
Performa Sports and still work
closely with them. That gives
me inFgnme analyiis, pist-game
analysis and the ability to share
videos and information with
hoth the players and manage-
Tl

‘T've also worked with other
software tools like Dartfish,
SportsCode and Match Sport
just 1o help sather and process
additional bits of information.”

‘When it comes to sTatisncs.
Colling is responsible for pro-
ducing lfive data as a match is
progressing whilst also penerat-
ing in-depth post-game analysis

TEpOrLs.

‘ormmally, the process before
any game is 1o produce some
pre-match dam analysis of our-
selves as well as the opposition
team,” he says.

“This k= myy fifth vear involved
with Cork and 1 have built up
a large amount of data on all
the opposition we have faced.
probably have a profile of most
of the camogie players i Ire-
land. Prior 1o games, | produce
a report for the Cork manage-
ment team which they analyse
and review before presenting
statistics to the players. Dunng
the acteal game itself, 1 gather
variows live statistics with a cou-
ple of other people who work
with me,

“That information is fed o
AR agement via radio commu-
nication, primarily to Paudie.
Those live statistics are used
a5 ane the tools in the manage
ment team's decizion making.
At halftime, [ also present infor-
mation 1o Pandie to better help
andl uncderstand how things are
proceeding. i

There are as many myths
about gathering match infor-
mation statistics as there are
peaple who advocate their nse-
fulness. Yet, Collins” input in
hedping the Cork senior camo-

Cork captain Aoife Murray - muhn!terns:aﬂsﬁm Miall Colins - lifts the O'Duffy Cup after the Rebels’ All-Ireland win

against Kilkenny in September.

gie setup during one of the
county’s greatest trophy hauks
speaks for itself.

*I suppose there are a lot of
misconceplions out there when
it comes to gathering match
statistics, he sxys.

‘For example, asoone i some-
times interpreted as & progres.
sion or how a team is doing.

A score i only important at
onc point in o game and that
iz when the game is over. [ am
tasked with building up a lot
of other information to better
understand how the game is
proceeding.

‘Post-game, 1 would first
combing all the video foor-
age. We would normally take
vides from & different number
of angles. The next step i5 1o
run all that footage through
our software, tagzing the vari-
ous events that sccur during
a game. Mormally, there are
1,500 to 2,000 “events" within a
particular game. Each of thase
events could have 200 plus dif-
ferent attributes, Thisapproach
helps give a very good analkyss
ofhow the team lias performed.
how players have gotten on as
wiell as the key eharacteristics of
the opposition’s performance.

‘From there, a report is
generated and passed on to
management for thetr full post-
match analysis and the cycle
continues with that information
being passed on to the players.”

Finally, purting together
such a huge amount of data and

presenting it ina uwseful manmer
takes upa large amount of Col-
lins’ free time, It is not a simple
rode but it’s one he enjoys,

“Ta be homest with you, as
cnjoyable as | find the whole
process, it is incredibly time-
cansuming,’ he says.

‘On average, one game could
take bepween ten and 14 hours
to complete for management
o bk through. This is what's
recuired if vou want 1o produce
the kind of detail elite sports
athleres like the Cork camogie
team needs,

*That data is hugely impor-
tant a2 it also forms the basis
for management's farthoom-
img training sessions. Manag-
inig that amount of time can be
wery difficultas [am i full-time
employment. My job is where
my primary concemtration wnd
eifort goes every day. Normally,
it is @ casc of getting up early
and working on the data be-
fore heading out to work or
sometimes working late into
the night.

"It is much easier to put in:all
that effort when you feel like
you arc making a difference

and the work you are daing E
accepted by Cork camogic”s
players and management. Yous
morivatien is much sironges
when you understand thar whar
you are doing s not just ticking
a box.

‘Certainly with Cork, statisti
cal analysis isn't about ticking
baxes but 5 a fundamental driv
er for helping make better de
cislon-malkers out on the hield
You alga have o be passi-:-r::ﬁ:
about what you're doing. Yoo
have o have the motivateor
to do all of this but lockily,
come from something of a GAS
stronghold. My father has al
ways had a strong influence o
m from a GAA perspective ang
1" groven up loving the spost,

*An apportunity towork with
elite athletes on an mMler-CounE
ty stage and the possibility o
walking ot the tunnct at Croks
Park on All-Treland final da:
wiLs too good to tum down.

“When you are scen o b
making a differenceand get ths
results that have helped Corl
wan &0 many Alklrclands, wel
that makes all the time and ol
fort worthwhile,"



Aghada and Sars

grab league titles

= Mary Newman

A BUSY sEazon for the juvenile camo-
gie board drew 1o §ts conclusion on Sat-
urdai last when the excellent city divi-
-.lml. watguarters hosted three league
f]'hl

It was @ credit to the board that the
venie was in fantastie condition at this
time of year and given the weather
candltlons.

All eredit must go to a very hard-
working juvenile board commitiee
hepded up by chakrperson Mary O°'Sul-
livan and secretary Tracey Sheehan.
Both will be stepping away from their
foles in January when their conven-
1100 rEooRAVEEE.

Husge credit also to the six elubs thai
battled it out in weather that was
toargh but they played with huge deter
mination and the titles woere secuned
by Sarsfickls, _|"|||,:|'|=IlL"I. and Buttevanit
respectively.
Sarsfields

Eire &

EIRE Og's challenge just fell short
a5 ey batilid 1o ihe finlsh agalnst U6
premior county champions Sarsficlds
in the league final played at Ballin-
loargh.

Having captured the Premiber Cham-
pionship crown earlier in the manih
Sars were hunting the doublbe but they
found the going fough against an Eire
Oy outlit who were short key plavers.
The Cvens shide bad 1o feld minus four
of their starfing 15 whao were on [oo-
baall trial duty with Cork.

It was very much a game of two
halves with both sides enjoving 30 min-
ibes of dominance. Eire Og plaved
'-'.11I1 the aid of the gale force wind in

wning half and they led &t the in-
I|.'-I'|. 1-7 1 =3,

They got thae apening score of the
gamee throargh an lsobel Shachan point
and they held their lead to the half
time whistle going in seven point eloar,

Orlaith Mullins replied to level the
garme but Eire Og responded with an
Ava OFBrien goal and three points ina
row. from Shechan and Emily CodTey.

Hattling hard to contain the lively
and determined Eire Og challenge,
Sarslields had it all to do but twoe
points in o row from Alnce Mulling and
captain Ella Woods citt the bead

sarsfields came storming into the
same rem the restart led by captain
Woods, who opened the second hall
with @ podmt, They alded to their wally
with scores from Mikki Barry, Cliona
Lynch, Olivia MeAllen, Alne Muallins
and Crlaith Mullins, Eire Og battled on
with the impressive Shechan pointing
twiee more but the Sarsfields® rally
proved stronger as they ran aut
winners with & point to spare.
Searors for Sarsllalds: E. Woods 0-4 {0110, 0
Wil 02, G L-munn-zr.n.uuﬂnm! M By =
2. 0 Mchion O
huﬁu.lwu-numﬂ.mamm.am
oy -1
SARE: F Lonoegan; A McMaman, B O'Garman, L
Twomay; T Elol, C Iewin, © Lynch: 5 Dosrmond, G
Cashman; ¥ Barry, O Moidlen, E Woods: K Shas-
han, A Wullies, O buliing
zr“nf E Mebdgien for L Twesmay,

00 O Lyneh: A Goulsing. F
El'nﬂ'-.l.{ﬂ mﬂmﬂaﬂ:fxl
: G Enihain, E Colles. A O'lrion; A Des.
i, G Blaschings P bialmea

Subas § MoCarthy b P Hatman ¢h-1). 5 Seeahan
ar G Malons [45), Metans fer 5 [ind 48

Sarsfields captain and Camogie Player of the Match Ella Woods after her side’s victory in

the U16 A League final,
Aghada 5-14
Kilbree -

AGHADA added the Uls B Leagus
title to their A championship title in
Ballinlough in a high-scoring contest
they overcame Kilbres.

Aphada played with the ald of the
sirong wingd in the opening half and
puet the Kilbree defence under huge
pressure amd with Ali Smith, who fin-
ishod with staggering 4-14, Eimear
Cronin, Rachel Leahy and Mary Leahy
promninent they noteled up the scores,

Mairead Crowley was on tarpet with
Hilbree's fiest three polnts and with

o

Maeve O'Nedll grabbing a Kilbree goal
it was Aghada who led 3-9 to 1-3 at the
interval.

Aghada got the perfect start in the
second half adding two gquick goals.
Again Smith was the main threat up
front as she picked off some excellent
seores, Malread Crowley responded
for Kilbres with twoe goals and with the
scores coming fast both sides Kept the
seoreboaard ticking over,

Mary Murphy had two Eilbres
points before Macve O'Nelll grabbed a
goal but despite Kilbree showing spirit
ane edetermination, Aghada were not
1o b denfed as they ran ouf winners to
cap o memorihle season for them.,

@@ Smith who
contributed 4-14 to
Aghada’s tally was
deservedly named as
Player of the Match.

Dn the day, All Smith who con-
iributed 4-14 to Aghada's tally was
righly named as Plaver of the Maich.

Scorers bar A Smith &-14, E Cronin 140, A
LLoahy, M Loaty O-Teach.

;IHH‘. M ooy 2:3 W O Bipal 20 ot Murplry O-

AGHADA: C Meinhve: E Lo, K Tome A

Brlan, M Leahy, A McGmih; 5 Goary, A L
Hoady, F Keace, A Smith; M Cod. £ Cronin, Fl

Suba: B Owais for R Bary, A Barry for K Temy

KILBREE: W Brimble; M Coling, K O'Donovan, J
ODriscoll; § IDuncvan. F Dasay, R Hurler: €
ODonovan, M Murpdy: L Sheatey. M Crowler, C
Moy 1 E3PAa. i MLLCartng, A b

Swh: A Colirs for N McCarify

Em

Win over
Dilon'sisa
double
delight for
Buttevant

CAMOGIE
H Mary Newman

Buttevant

Brian Dillon's

BUTTEVANT macde it a
double as they added the U116
C Leapue Hile to thelr cham-
pionship crown as they de-
feated Brian Dillon's in Bal-
linloaugh on Saturday last.

Brian Diillon's played with
the aid of the wind in the

half but Buttevant
started well with Micola Guin
ane giving the Brian Dillon's.
kesper fo chanoe o8 she st
th ball fo the net to grab an

Chioe Trimm added a poin:
from a firee as Buttevant
opered up a four point kead by
the end of the opening
quarier. Brian Dillon's carme
hack strong as they hit three
points on the trot with Sophie
Porter-Foley on target from
frees,

Buttevant responded as the
half time whistle approached
with a pointed free from
Trimm ans they grabbed a
second poal. Guinane again
found the net to give them a

interval lesd

The wind died down in the
eI L Eh gt tiT.
=2
mnwﬂymklmd period of ac-

Huttevnt the
SR
a firew,
lon's dug deep and keeping
the pressure on the Buttevans
defence they were rewarded

43
1-5

mmgﬂtm“tmdtn
Just a

Buttevant responded well
with Sarah Dunles and Lanrs
"Brien combining well be-

fore Kate 0'Connell gained

lea goal seaked victory as they
i ot winners despite &
spirited display from Brian
Dillon's who batiled to the fin
ish amnd merver gave up.

With Lauren Dunlea
Buattevant named as Player of

the Match it sealed a great
day and season for the club.

Tar Bubisrank: N Gunass 30
K O'Conmedl, & Dunlea 1-0 #ath, L
Trimem 02 £, A Duniga §-1 1

Beian Ddlon's: S Porer-Foloy 1-4 1, B
Blarmy -1

G Carroll; A Lecahar:, §
Erwight ic}, O Fitemaurics!, R Bressan, &
Duniea, A Casol 5 Dunies, E
L Dunlea. & Q'Connall, M Guinars:
Tesem, L OVESan. 5 Jowet.

Saibii; A Junkad kv G Trimm, B Durles i
R Lansfan, L Daky for 5 Jewst

BRIAN DILLON'S: © Alavoine: #
O'Hara, E Brady, T While; C Bady, &
OrSulievan, N kliscabyy;, E Smith, A D'Cas
laghan: i Barry, FONCannad, A Ganvan
£ Comer, § Porbl-Foliy, J Fuchion

Suba: £ Ray lor & O'Collaghan, 5

Sy do T s



What a diﬂerence
a week makes...

ARELY can two photos have
encapsulated the joy and agony
of sport more than those above,
taken fust seven days apart.

Om ihe left, on $E|H¢h'lhtr 5 Hannih
aaney s q':e'.lehraling All-fretand victory
vith Cork's camogie team at Croke Park.

O the right, on September 16, the dizal
tar ia having tears wiped from her ovis
fter losing to Dublin in the All-Ireland
Adies’ Football final on'the same furf.

It's fadr to say that, at just 21, Hannah
s already felt every high and low:
motions that Ssome Sports people go
helr entire career without experiencing,

From a young age, the Aghada natlve
] direamed of representng Cork in the
wio oodes, In 2018, those dreams were
callsed on the higgest stage of all when
he was named in the 15 for both All-
raland finals, alongaide another dual
layer, Libby Coppinger.

The first part of the double-header went
ke a1 dream, as Cork defeated Kilkenny
i nervie-jangling final, 0-14 to 0-13,
nnah won her fourth sendor All-Ireland
amogie medal in fve seasons, Hning out
t hallt~back for Pamndie Murray's side.

It took a mapnificent 60-metre pressire-
iclen free from Orla Cotter in the dying
reonds to deliver back-to-back Oy
ups, and Looney recalls the fest mao-
wents after the final whistie with a smils;

“It was phenomenal. You can't really
eat it. Ifyou cotld bottls that feeling and
1 it {ﬂll wotild bea milbonaire, Wewon
e All-Ireland, (s amaring and you are
shighasa kite. Tt was jusi class,

“When the whistle finally went, it was
when you put in so much to something.
L bl phenomaenal; Twas on clowd nine.™

Fast farward seven days, to the same
cthon, the same Hime, the same persey,
it tha end feeiing couldn't have been
pore different. as the Rebels crashed toa
11 10 0-12 diefeat to Dublin,

Looney, who started at midfield, admits
e game i5 now & blur and, sven @ month
bor whion | spoke to her, it was clearly
il & padnfil experionce to recall,

i

Dual star Hannah Looney tells LINDA
CROWLEY about her rollercoaster year

“Looking back, T can't even remembar
the camogte or the foatball [Erals, none of
it.” =abd Hannah. Bt she does remember
the fecling of loneliness in Croke Park
when Cark lost to Dublin, even though
there was a recaord crowd of more than
50,000 51m=nund:mg her — most of them
celobrating wild}

“It dixn® treaﬂ:rhht until the Wednesday
after the football, you are in a bubble and
It Just bursts " sald Hannah.

“It's crazy, you are fealning so kard for
=0 long then when the final whistie
gois, Croke Park can be a lonely, lonely
plicce, Tt can b grim. I am only coming
around now, teving to get back to normal.

“It's tough. Even when you mentloen
Cork foot af the moment, T stll find it
hard to talk about.”

Despite the rollercoaster Hannah has
endired, you can sense the excitement
radiating off her at the prospect of what
both teams can achisve in 2019,

In camogle, Cork will chase the elusive
three-in-a-row — something they have
failed o do nivmerous tirmes since the four-
in-a-row team of 1973, When they last
went for i, in 2018, they lost 1o Kilkenny.

“Wheem you book back to 2006, the match
wasn't loston the day,” said Hannah. “So
many mistakes were made throughout
the year, T think everyone just took their

e aff the ball. Like missing training
wasn'ta big deal, or polng ot seckalklng
hare and thore wasn't a big deal, It was al

and, but [ think we learnt 50 much

m 2016 that hopefully we won't make
thie sarne mistakes again in 50149,

“That hunger needs to be there, we
hivve 10 treat it like we are golng for our
fiest All-Ireland. Hopefully, all the
management and players will stay on,™

It was a great year for Cork camogie as
the intermediate and minor teams also
won All-Irelands, which can only benefit
the seplor cause,

“We are developing as a panel o much
mare than anything™ Hannah. “It's
oy when you think about it, we wonan
All-Treland in 2015 and were only playing
15 or 1B players and this year we had aboit
20 players we conld conffdently start

*That's s0 exciting, 50 we have 20 or21
strong players now and will have another
twa or three blooded in this year."

As for the footballers, she is confident
the group will bounes back and exciting
times He ahead for the young panel.

“Thiere is & really gpood mix between the
oldor and younger onos. Cinra (0°Sullivan)
woLikd e lade me saying this but the likes
of her and Martina (07 Brien) are ke the
mothers in one sense, then the likes of Ef-
mear Scally, Eimear Meaney, myself ancd
Akshling Helleher, we have all been play-
ing since U4 and are just coming together
at senjor level Tt is neally, really exciting
and hopefully everyone sticks at it.”

12th time unlucky for football winning machine

THE dafaat for Cork in tha Ladies” Football Final brought 1o an end one of the most remack-

BE SaqUBencas In Moderm Spor.

Badorm this year, the Rebels had compeled in 11 finals —

and won tham ol

I-I-;H;Ilr-g baaten Dubdn In Saplamber, they wolld heave meaved clear ahead of Kooy &8 the
with most owarall titfes, Parhaps most remarkabdy of all, Kemy themsabees won sl thisd
first 11 All-dreland foaltkad finals, . and lost thedr 1:2th, against Cork, in 3012,
Inother sports, the great Jod Davis won all 18 wordd champlionship finals he contested, al-
though in that ara, the champion played a challenge malch against one oppanent each year
Jack Mickiaus halds the record for maost god major Sies, with 18, but tha act hewas also a
rEnner-ug on 18 occashons is often thrown up as an example of his enduring dominancs

HECK AND NECK: Briege l:uri.n]-ind Rena Eud:lq

Serial thrillersin
camogie world

| John Dolan

CORK dual star Rena Buckley announced
her retivement from the inter-county scenc
in May this year.

Her finnl tally of All-Irelands stood ai 16
seven camogie medals and 11 in football.

In an interview in Last year's Holly Bawgh,
Rena had hinted she was alsout (o hang s
v boods and sid ihe team-mate with
shi had the best bond was Briege Corkery.
Her friemd then had 17 All-Ireland medals,
and Hena said: “She mipht overiake me yst!”

Well, Briege ended a two-vear hintus from
inter-county this yvear — during which she
Hﬁlﬂ-h‘ll': a mother to son, Tadhg — and duly
up her own 18th AllIreland medal
v.-'ilh Cork's camopie eam. Her record is now
identical to her great friend. Rena — seven
camogic titles and 11 at ladies’ foothall.

However, inan interview after winning her
18th medal, Briege insisted Rena's recond
‘wiis flar from her mind. “That was ane of my
bigpest fears, that people would think I was
only coming back to get the medal to be equal
with Rena,” she told The Irish Times

“That's mot the case at all. IF I had wanted
to stay lovel-pegging with Rena, I'd have
plaed kst year, And this time last year, i
vou asked me would T be playing again 1°d
probabdy have said no.”

Thie big question now 1=, will Briege be
arouind in 2019 to try for nsedal Mo 197

Now — a mea

In last year's Haolly Bough article about
Repa, we misiakenly siated that the record
haul of cumogie All-Irelands was the 12 wons
by Ann Devwney of Hilkenny, Mot so.

Reader Tony Mehahon, ol Dublin, pointed
gut: “The record is 15, held by the late
Eathleen Mills of Dublin. She won her 15th
All Treland in 1961 at the age of 38 and (o,
quobte Max Boyvee, ‘I was there'.

*Her father was a Corloonian. He workoesd fior
the Great Southern Railway and he became a
widower when Kathbeen was Y youmg anil
his mother-in-law helped him rear her.

“Her club was CIE. which became Trans-
port Gaels some years hack. Christy Ring is
reputed (o have said of Kathleen that i she
were a man, he wouldn't like to play against
her. One of her teammates, Una O0"Connor,
worloed in g shop in the avea [ grew up kb and
she has 13 All Ireland medals.”

Many thanks ta
Mr McMahon for
putting us right,

: Kathleen (left)

played senlor e
gie for Dublin from
i 1841 until 1961 and
¢ owas indeed one of
i the all-time greats.
She was 16 In that
debut vear, when the Dubs lost lhn All-
Ireland camogie final o Cork. Kathleen got
her revenge the year after when she helped
them beat Cork ina re ;

In 1942, when Dublin beat Cork again,
Hathleen scored one of her team's cight poals
from fully 50 vands out.

She won a further 13 All-Trelands, inelod-
ing four as capiain between 1858 and 1961,
whien she had her last outing for (he Diiba on
her A8th hirthday. Her tally could have been
oven preater il Doblin ot been precluded
from the championship in 1845 and 1848,
after a disputo with the camogie assockation,

Kathleen died in 19948, aged 72, and in 2010
the camogle trophy for the annual inber-
county All Ireland Championship for éoun-
ties praded Junbor was named in er honoor,




BARRYROE: The minor cum-
gie team are West Cork cham-
pions after atense 1610 0-5win
away to Clonakilty on Tuesday
of last week. It was all square
at 0-2 each at half-time but a
determined Barryroe emerged
in the second half and an Orla
Deasy poal was the crucial
SCOTE,

Team: Thesese McCarthy, Naomi
hhurphy, Rotsn Duliea, Clodagh
paoloney, EvaScalanDovd,
Andrea Tobin, Aldeen O'Ricedan,
Grace Tobin (0-7), Clara Collins,
higs Colins [0=1), Maewe Whed-
pon, Clara CrSulivan (-2}, Sarah
Harrington, Orla Deasy (1-0), Jos-
sica MeCarthy (0-1), Retsin McCa-
reby [0-1), Megan Musphy. Sarah
Q'R eqan, Eimear Sheehny,

Congratulations to Jessica
MeCarthy, who has been se-
lected on the Cork UIG panel
Foor mext year.

As we come 1o the end of an-
ather busy year ler us redlect on
what has been achieved both
on and off the febds of play amd
acknowlbedse the huge amount
of work by 50 many people in
making this a successiul year.
We thank all those who have
coptributed to our activities in
any way. To all, we say you are
a credit to yourselves, to our
Cluband your community. Nol-
1nig shana agus athbhliain fzol
mhaisedaoibh goléir.

The Christmas Day swinin
Broadstrand is now celebrat-
ing jts 4Hh vear and this year
domations are in id of Cystic Fi-
brosis Children's Ward in CUH.

Aoife Mu 7
T s

Dilworth ends great year with another award

BY GER McCARTHY

INNISCARRA'S Niamh Dilworth capped
off a superb year by being crowned Cork
camogie club player of the year at the
Rearden's All-Star awards.

Dilworth contributed 1-7 during her
club’s AIB Munster Championship sen-
jor camogie final victory over Inagh-
Kilnamona {Clare) last month. That
success came hot on the heels of a third
consecutive senior championship win
over Courcey Rovers,

One of seven Inniscarra players
- Sheila Walsh, Rena Buckley, Rosie
{'Mahony, Katie 0'Mahony, Treasa Me-
Carthyand Niamh McCarthy < honoured
on the Rearden’s All-Star camogie team
of the year, Dilworth was delighted 1
;__ﬁ# an All-S award but was taken

2

Munster GAA Chairman Jerry O'Sullivan at the 2018

aback at receiving the overall player
accolade.

I'm absolutely thrilled as winning an
All-Star award within Cork county is.one
thing but 1o receive the overall player of
the year award is fantastie," she said.

‘It is great to receive such an award
on behalf of the entire Inniscarra squad
after the success we had in 2018. Seeing
seven Inniscarra players on the overall
team of the year just shows the depth
of talent within our squad and I'm de-
lighted for them.

“That county final win against
Courcey Rovers was the toughest game
we had all year. We all knew heading
into it that is was going to be nothing
less than a tough battle. Thar match
really stood to us against Ahane in the
Munster semi-final, T can tell you. We

were down two points at half time in
that one but the expericnce from go-
ing toe to toe with Courceys two weeks
previous was vital o s

Reaching a Munster decider, Innis-
carra came face 1o face with the Clane
champions Inagh-Kilnamona in a game
Ditworth underlined her importance to
her team.

Scoring a goal after three minutes,
the winners' vice-captain wenton to add
seven points (five frees) in a 29 1o O-7
triumgh,

Dilworth’s contribution along with
Claudia Keane's 11 was enough to eam
Inniscarra the provincial rtde and an All-
Ireland semi-final meeting with Leinster
champions 5t Martin's (Wexford) next
moath.

*| suppose we got off to something of a

lucky start in the Munster final and just
kicked on from there really,” Dilworth
nated,

“We are lucky o have such a strong
underage structure which has helped
develop our senior Team aver recent
years. Qur management team did fan-
pastic work in blending the youth in with
our experienced players this year. A lot
of the players that came on to the senior
panel have really had 1o stand up for
themselves when it comes 1o playing in
the championship. The training those
girls gou is the reason we are being suc-
cessfiul now,

*eeing the likes of Claudia Keane
come on in the Munster final and scoring
1l is pushing all the experienced players
like myself 1o train harder. We have v if
we want to keep our places!”




A special year for
Rebel camogie

B Mary Newman

WITH on the pitch activilies on hold,
£z the time of yoar when we look tack
s the year.

T say 2018 has been 4 good one on
the inter-county scene for Cork s cor-
mindy an wnderstatement. A trophy-
aden cabined is an indicator of just
how good @ year it bas been on the
plaving febds, off the pltch as well the
saunty board continued to speachesd
their Castle Rond developmaent as they
sndeaveuresd to take the project to-
wards e conclhezion,

Despite a heavy fixiure laden season
at the local level, Cork camogie blos-
sopned and grahbed all th headiines as
the kept rolling in. Cork be-
came the first codnty to tale sentbor, in-
tormediate and minor All-Ireland
titles in the same vear.

When yvou add in'a Division 2
Mational League title, and provinelal
honours at senlar, in te, junbor
and 1716 A, ilve year has really been ono
ter loak back at with huge satisfaction.

Persoral honours came rolling in as
well with Paudle Murray's feat of lead-
ing the county toa double acknowl-
edlped as he was named the Camogie
Assoclation’s Manager of the Year,
Thiere were soven All-Star awards with
Aoife Murray, Pamela Mackey, Han-
nah Laoney, Orla Cotter, Chice Skper-
son, KRatrina Mackey and Gemmia
' Connor all picked.

The same number of Soaring Star
awards wore won by the inte
with Amy Lec, Sarah Harrington,
Loah Wesie, Jennifer Barry,. Kaitlin
Hickey, Saoirse McCarthy and Ca-
triona Collins clim the steps (o the
stage on a night when Corl were with-
out & doubt the leading coanty.

The year got off to.a good start az the
senfors edged out Limerick, 2-17 to 3-
i3, in the league semi-final a3 they set
up a final mecting with Kilkenny. On
the day it was Cork who were on the
wrong side of a one-point scoreling as
Hﬂkm}:f] got revenge for their defeat
in the All-Ireland final & year eaclior,
¥ou got the feeling this was only a
warm-up and thers would be bigger
fish to fry. 3

Before championship got anderway
the Munster series saw Cork beat
Waterford and Clare. And on the day
when long-serving Orla Cotter walked
e the aisle for her wedding, ber teain-
mates were in the new Palre Ul
Chapimhb facing Tipperary.

Apile Murray became the first fe-
matle to 1ift a trophy in the new sta-
djum.

Championship action got underway
o Junie 10 and with Wexford, Dublin,
Tipperary, Meath and Offaly all de-
feated Cork were through (o a semi-
final meeting with Tipperary. Cork
signalled they were in no mood b re-
linguish their thile to defeat Tipperary
015 tor (=

tror the thind vear i a row, 1t was to
hi= Cork versus Kilkenny in the final!

Ann Downy and her B WOre
in confldent mood as they faced down
ihe champions and before the Eame

aven starfed the gauntlsts were
thrown down that this one was not
poing to be won easily. We had the
samical-sitnation of a huge group of
< ligenny players jostling and sur-
rounding the Cork forwards before the
b il was thrown in.

Cork’s Amy O'Connoris hooked by Tipperary's Karen Kennedy during the Munster senior camogie championship final at Phirc Ui Chacimh

in May.

N

Cork’s LﬂﬂTﬂi:}'umhﬁ her bro

Al onestape there wern at least eight
players standing in front of the Kilken-
ny keeper toe to toe before the lines-
man finally sorted it out and got them
inte the cormect formation. Libar-
iy Insurance final was always going (o
be in your face stuff!

When the sides Mnally seitled down
Kilkenny were hugely defensive to
stop the Cork attack and any kind of &
running game,

Cork dominated the early stages des-
pite Michelle Guilty opening the seor-
ing giving Kilkenny an carly lead,
Chise Sigerson and Orla Cotter edged
Cork in front converting two froes and
Cork wers denled a cerfadn goal when
Lincda Colilns was foflel. @ Murray
pointed the resulting penalty.

And whon Cotter polnted along-
range effort Cork were thoee cléar, De-
nize Gaule converted a free Before
Aokfe Murray denied Kilkenny at the
expense of a 45 which Gaule duly con-

ken hurley during the league semi-final at CIT,

Picture: INPHO/Disia Keniry

verlel.

Cork stretched it to two with Chioe
Sigerson and Katriona Mackey point-
img but Denlse Ganle pushed Kilkenny
two ko frant with three pointed frecs
aml eme from play but it was Cark wil
{inished the half stromger with two ox-
cellent Orla Cronin paknts and It was 0-
B each at the break.

The second hall was tight. on four
occasions the sides were level, puck
counted, every free was vital and every
hall so important. Cork hit the front
with i Mackey paint and 18 was bevel on
four oceasions through the next hall
hour as hoth sides dog deep.

Anife Murray denied Eatie Power
with i Brilliant save on 51 minutes and
as Elkenny threw -ew:-rf',[mhm i them
the Cork defence stocd firm.

Still, Kilkenny regained the lead.
Thae findl three minutes plos four of in-
Jury time was hectic! B

Amy O'Connor tled I8 up with three

[Fictune: Eddee 0Haee

e@e(ork camogie
blossomed and
grabbed the
headlines as the
trophies kept rolling
in.

minutes remaining s winning o free
Chioe Sigerson landed a hoge effort be-
twoen the posts o give Cork the fead,

Yt with a minute on the stopaaich,
Gaule levelexd again. A draw looked on
the cards but driven on by the huge
heart thay mmlhnhm]ﬂnum
not pving up thelr thtde caslly.

Once again they struck late tearing
dowmn field Oria Cotter won & froee and
conlidently standing over what was

wsibly the most important shot of
[:r Laying career the Cork stalwart
sant it sailing towards Hill 16,

With one hand on the O Duffy ‘-'a'l-ir.
they just needed fo hold thelir
composure and defending one last Kil-
kenny atinck was thwarted as they fe-

tained thele title by the narrowest of

marging.
A elassle it certnindy was notand but

that didn't worry Cork! Champions {or,

the 28ih Hime

has beena
gain for
Inniscara

CAMOGIE

m Denis Hurley

WHILE the absance of Rona
Buckiey lor the first tima n bwa
decades was Cork's loas in 2018
— thpaigh tha connly wean AR
All-raland sembos g =
it was cenainly again for he
club Inniscasra.

Buckley, who capiainsd Cork
an O'Duthy Cup win in 2017 - har
16ih seniar misdal ACFOSS Camo-
gla and ladias’ football - an-
nounced hed retinamanl in May.

Hawing beaan part of 1he Innisc
anra sides which wen county ca
magie honours in 2016 and
2017, she helped the club 1o &
threa-in-a-row in the aubemn,
going on bo claim Munabar too,
Igaving 1hem looking ahead 10
it All-bredand sorles n 2018

Her presancy is somatiing In-
nigcarra  caplain  Treasa
McCanby cited as being a huge
adeantage 1o the Muskemy culb.

“Hena’s an incredibde player,”
sha says. “She's a credd 10 the
cluby and by Cork county, She re-
ticed from intarcounty this year
and il has achuaily Been fantasiic
for us becauss it has ensured
thal she has been al all of o
training sessions. wharaas
maybe sha would have boen
with Cork bedone, |

“Sh hae caainly instiled the
eliel i us thal we can do it and
she has boought Tradming up 1o
another kvel, absolutab.”

Buckley hersell didn't featurg
far Cork in 1he national lesgus a3
ghe contemplaled her opilons
and. whan she found sha didn't
miss i, she made the call

| suppose | woulkd have had
thoughis about it al the sla of
last year, as well as the star of
2017, she =hid,

“The way it panned oul with
InmiEcana winning 1 county in
2016 and with captaingy, | felt
k@ |t wias & huge honour and
one not 1o be ovaricoked.

=1 wani back last year and put
iy heart and soul nbo 1L | Sup-
posa | knew from Ehe start of this
yoar, that I dian’l hava 1hiy SadTHE
gréa fo go back playing. | was
coming to the conclugion that i
you gl have that madness 1o
pliy, you fre prabably nol going
1o do yoursel justice on tha ek,

Unilikia 50 marny, she want ou
a1 the top, samelhing whick
mada the decision sasie

*| would ba ling 1o Sy 1hal |
woukan't, shi said,

*1 cartalily would have baer
wary confent Iﬂa.u:fr. 1 1ah
really dicl ey vary

| Mr:"r:lﬂl: B a much easo
nota to leave on than if yol
hadn't guite parformad on Eh
day, oF I Things waent wrong i
yoursel, or i you were infurad 1o
wirds 1ha and of the year, &
sompthirsg B thal

| am Quite conlent with hos
things finkshed up and thal's im

biecAUSe | SUpRDSEe Yo
WSt 50 much emotionally ove
th yoars, Bnd it's it 1o b
that bif of comeniment at th

A by physiotharapy clinic &
Macroom will beep har oG
plad, She won't ba shart ol acti
Iy, cenainiy.

“I'm & good parsan 1o Gl tim.
&0/ can't enaging | wiould b 8i
{ing at home, drinking tea; I
say | will be kepl gaing
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JOY ON THE
DOUBLE!

By Shirley Moloney, Cork Camogie PRO

It was another big day in Croke Park on Sunday, September 9 when
Cork lined out in both the senior and intermediate Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland camogie finals for the third year in a row.

www.raacork.ie
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AP Treasw Festrbwird
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Having secured & narrome One-point ViCtory over rivals
Kilkenmy in 2017, the senior team successfully retained the
Dty Cup in 2001 8. The final was a repeat of 2017, whereby
Cosk defeated Kilkenny and, onoe again, by a solitary point. The
Intermediates were making ther third appearance in a final
and; having sutfered defeat 1o Meaath after a replay in 2017 and
succumbing ta Killkenny in 2016, they artamed silverware in
2018 when they accounted for Down,

Reflecting on the 2018 year, the senior side registérad victories
over Gakway, Wexlord, Tipperary and Offaly in the group
stages of the Littlewaods Ireland Division: 1 league 1o see them
book a semi-final place against Limerck. They overcame ihe
Shannanshders in T ona sconeline of 2-17 10 2-13 to set up a
league final decider with Kilkenny as part of a double-header
weith the Allianz Hurling League final in Mowlan Park on Apnl

B, In a repeat of the previows years, Cork registened vhesr fiest
defeat of the season when they lost 1o Kilkenny 0-15 to 1-11.
Ini the Munster championship, Cork avercame Waterford in

a preliminary round fixiure before defeating Clane in Cusack
Park in the semi-final 1o book a place in the final agasnst
Tipperary. H.l'l.r'rng refinguished the Monster tithe to Limernck in
200 T, Cork segained the title wath & compretendive 0-19 10 0-6
wictory over Tipperany in Piinc Ui Chagimb,

The Liberty Insurance All-ireland Championship commenced
i Jurme and Cork fopped their group with victonies over
Wexfard, Dublin, Tipperary, Meath and Offaly. On August 18
in Sermple Stadium, they overcame Tipperary by 0-21 to 0-9

in the semi-final 1o boak their place in the All-treland final on
September 9, A deterrmined vicbory aver Kikenny ensued, with
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Cork iaking thesr 28th title by the shimmest of mangins, 0-14 1o

0-13. Wigtoraus caprain Aoife Murray climbed the steps ol the
Hogan Stand to lift the O'Dulfy Cup, much to the deflight of her
brother and team manager Paedie, the backroom team and all
thie players.

The intermediate season culminated in All-Ireland victory for
the side when they finally fasted success alter bwo consecutive
defeats in final, The side added to their leaguee tithe and Murndter
titles abtained eardier in the season. Cork played 14 competitive
games i the 2018 season and registered victones i 12, Defeat
occurred Against Westmeath i Uhe group stages of the leaguee
and a draw transpiced in the group stages of championship
whitn thoy Andshed bevel ot - 10 agiede in thesr pway fixtune
with Deerery.

En route to retaining thew Division 2 league itle, they
accounted for Carlow, Antrim, Wexlosd and Down while
sufferivg a defeat to Westrmeath in the group stages (o progeess
o a semi-final palring with Kilkenny, Defeating Kilkenny with
seven points 1o spane set them up for a final spot against
Westmeath. On April 25 in 5t Lachtain's, Freshford Cork defeatied
Westmeaath by 0-8 1o 1-4 to retain the tithe,

On May &, the side added to their silverware when they
caprured the Munster intermediate champlonship title with an
emphatic wictony over Tipperary, 1-19 to 0-2, at Ballyagran.

Iry the All-lreland intermediate champhonship group stages. the
side regestered wing aver Carlow, Laocss and Dhosm and dress
with Derry, They had enough done 1o 1op their group and
secure a semi-hnal 4ot against Galway, They récended a 0-14
o -3 victory to secure an All-Ireland final place against Down
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BRILLIANT
BUCKLEY STILL
GOING STRONG

WHILE the absence of Rena Buckley for the first
time in two decades was Cork’s loss in 2018 -
though the county won another All-Ireland senior
camogie title - it was certainly a gain for her club

Inniscarra.

¥ Buckley, who captained Cork an O'Duffy
Cup winén 27 = her 18th senlor medal
across camoghe and ladees’ foatball -
announced her retirement [n May. Having
bean part of the Inniscarra side which wan
Couanty camodgie honours in 2006 and 2017,
she hefped the club to a thiee in a row in
the autumn, fpaing an to claim Munster
toa, leaving them beoking ahead to the All
Ireland series in 2015,

Her presende is something lnniscarra
captain Treasa MoCarthy clted asbeing a
huge advantage to the Muskerry chub.

*Rena’s an incredible player” she says,

"She's a credit to the dub and 1o Cork
county. She retired from intarcounty this
year and it has actually been fantastic for us
btcause it has ensured that she has been at
allof our training sessions, wheneas maybe
she would have been with Cork before.

“tha has certalnly instilled the belief in
us that we can do it and she has braught
training up to another bevel, absalutely”

Buckley herseff dsdn’t feature for Cork in
the national league as she contemplated
her aptions and, when she faund she didn't
miss it she made the call,

I suppode | would have had thoughts
about it at the start of last year, as well as
the start of 20177 she sajd.

“The way |t panned out with inniscara
winnlng the county in 2016 and with
caplamey., | Fiedt libom e was & huge hanour
and ane nat o be averooked,

“l went back lastyear and put my heart
and soul into it | suppose | knew from

thie start of this year, that | didn’t have the
same grd to go back playing. | was comlng
£ the conclushon that [Fyou dida't have
that radness o play, you are probably nod
gaing to do yoursel justice on the field.

=So it was kind of & gradual process but |
had an inkling that it was coming at the
Lame time.”

Unlike so many, she has gone out at the
top, something which made the declsion
eaiier

“Iwiould be lying 1o say that it wouldn'y she
Lapd,

"1 certainly wauld have been very content
Last year, | felt [ really did my very best.

1 think that isa muech casior note (o leave
on than if you hadnt quite performed
on the day, o if things went wrong for
yourself, or ifyou were injured towards the
ondd of the year, or something lske that,

“lam quite contentwith how things
finlshed up and that's important because

| suppose you invest 50 much emationally
over the years, and it's nice to have that bit
of contentment at the end”

Thecazgh still only En her earky 305, Buckley
has a bot of miles on the chock and she
didn't want her retine ment 1o be drawn out.

“Firn ot n e earky 205 anymode she says

*I would have known you can't siay golng
forever and if it wasn't this year, it would be
EXT year,

*| would have known iowasn't far away and
| arm guite content fram that point of view,

| did hawve discussions with the Cark
cAmogie mansgement, and the foatball
management to be fan and we went
through things.

*It was a decision | had to make for myyself.
They wene very understanding and thene i
martieal respect there fof sure”

A busy physiotherapy clinic in Macnoom
will keep her occupied. She won't be short
of activity, certainly,

“I'rn & gobd picson to All e so l can't
Imagine | would be sitting at home,
drinking tea; Fd say | will be kept going!”

BRILLIANT BUCKLEY STILL GOING STRONG




BY GER McCARTHY

FEW sccondary school stu-
dents get to experience the joys
of lending their county {0 an
All-Ireland success, let alone
playing an integral role in aid-
ing their ¢lub’s annexing of a
county junior B e in the same
calendar year.

Yet bath those two acordades
belong 1o Cork and Ballinascar-
thy's Modra Barrett,

The Bandon Grammar stu-
dent scored 0-3 in Cork’s 0-18
to 1-11 All-Iretand win over Gal-
way, becoming the county’s first
eaptain 1o lift the minor A tro-
phy since 2006.

Add 1o that, Cork Camogie
junior B championship success
with her local club and Moira
has every reason o ook back
on 2018 as a memorable year.

Living in Lyre with parents
Conand Mary, brother Eamaain
and iwin-sisters Annc and Mag-
gie, the youngest of the Barrett
siblings has had to deal with a
hupge amount of time manage-
ment for Someode 50 young.

How diffliculr is it for an
18-vear-old inter-county play-
er considering all the schowl,
waork, club and county com-
mitments, not to mention hun-
dreds of miles i the family car?

‘Ivean be really, really tough,”
Mokra admivted.

You have commitments
pretiy much every day of the
weck. I'moone of the lucky ones
when it comes to school in that
Bandon Grammar is a boarding
schiood 50 1 stay on in the library
and complere my homework. 1
can also have my dinoer in the
schonl argund 5.30pm before
my Mum picks me up in Bandon
on tha way to Cork for training.

It does make for very long
evenings. My teachers expect
me to have everything {(home-
work and assignments) done
though. It is expected that you
can manage the workbood bt
there are times thag it can be-
comec A bit oo miech with so
much going on. Sometimes you
have to take o step back, niot
from sport but just a step hack
o clear your head.

"With g0 many demands it is
all about finding a way to man-
age your time bue it has to be
your own way as well, T was exs
tremely lucky during the sum-

mer months in thay the Clon-
akilty Park Hotel management
—where | work -were incredibly
helpiul.

They were very understand-
ing and allowed me 1o schedule
iy work arownd my other com-
mitments. My teachers were
cqually helplul in thar they
would be tipped off when | had

a ot going alwiys
AU m H#Mdl.'d
all l'wh' ik a-wd o

Moira strikes theright balance to

msplre Rebels tIreland t11e

Enrl-::ap'rﬂ'l MniaBarrett lramﬂﬂtucﬂh H‘Isiha uuﬁyuﬂmhwtemmﬂﬁaﬂu Mrmﬂﬂ&’fm'mﬁ:whmﬁdmyhﬂwm
rinor A camogie championship finalin Nenagh at the end of May.

chiosen sport is as INPressive as
her maturity when it comes to
discussing the merits of sacri-
ficing 50 much of her free time,

S0, is putting in all thar effory

The two most striking as-
pects of Moira's character
become immediately obvious
when interviewing the Cork mi-
nor captain, Her passion for her

Moira Barrett won a Celtic nmwﬁtcmmm
Star Award for her camogle heroics.

= even though it delivered an
All-Treland medgl - sustainable
and does she worry it could it
yernake its roll?

“Iwould apree that things are
intense for someone like my-
self at such a young age,’ Moira
concurmed

I have been training four
days a week since second year
and that can be hard going
sometimes, It is fine though
once you find your balance,
once you know what vou can
and can't manage and you are
not putting yoursell under oo
much pressure,

‘Obwviously, any plaver wor-
ries about picking up injurics
bt that's all par of the game.
I was on crutches at the start
of this season when | first met
the Cork minor manager Jerry
Wallace. 1 didn't know how
long 1 was going to be out and
only came back a month before
the All-lreland championship.
Those few weeks watching
training and thinking | mighe
niot be able to be imvolved were
really scary.’

Another endorsement of
Modra's maturity and burgeon-
ing talent was when the Bandon
Grammar student was offered

the captaincy of her county
by Cork minor selectors man-
ager Jerry Wallace (Midleton)
and selectors Michael Walsh
(Midleron) and Mike Boland
(Carrigtwohill). Although un-
expected, the responsibility sat
easily on her shoulders.

"1 did not expect the captaincy
at all,’ the rising Ballinascarthy
star commented.

“The minor club champion-
ship hadn't been completed so
there was no one (o nominate,
I remember shaking when [ got
the phone call because [ genu-
inely could not believe it. | had
na idea what was going on!

"It wasn't any added pressure
because there were 56 many
strong individuals and leaders
already on the Cork ream:. Moti-
vating peopbe was never necded
because all of the players are
sell-morivared ammway.

‘Most people were shocked
to hear that Twas captain but
was a huge honour and zome-
thing | never expected. To me,
it wak a huge thing as | never
expected it

‘There were a ot of girls pro-
meded onte that panel from the
previous year's UG squad bur
I had o go for a trial. 1 man-

aged to get on the UIT squad
and came on in most of our
matches before starting most
of our Munster championship
games. This year, winning the
All-Ireland minor, there was
more continuity as it was the
miajpority of lase vear’s I7s squad
invidved plus a few new players
aswell,

It was incredibly important
for me 1o have the two Newces-
town girls, Aisling O'Denovan
and Ciara O5ullivan, with me
in the Cork set-up. Not alone
for spliting the long spins bt
just having someone to have the
chats with.

‘It was good 1o have not just
team-mates but friends to talk
to about something that might
have gone wrong in training or
apgame,

‘Having friends going
through the same experiences
as you made a lot of long roads
bess lonely.”

Moira has overcome her
fears, dealing with long jour-
neys, injuries and managing
her time better than individuals
mwice her age. Ballinascarthy

and Cork camogic have a player
to build their respective futures
aroand,



Libby Coppinger was busier than most these past 12 months. GER
spoke to the AllIreland winner about dual commitments, winning anﬂther

ODufly Cup and the West Cork ladies’ increased pruflle
A year

of highs,
lows and
drama for

INTER-COUNTY dual star
Libby Coppinger experienced
a host of highs and lows that
few 22-vear-obd GAA playersin
her position would have been
abie for.

Yer, after 12 months the
fourth year Public Health UCC
student is unlikely o ever for-
get, Coppinger enters the New
Year with a smile on her face
and another All-Ireland medal
in her back pocket.

The 5t Colum’s and West
Cork star ignored intense
medin scrutiny of colbege and
inter-county commitment is-
sues 1o become one of 37 female
inter-county plavers to receive
a third-level scholurship from
the Women's Gaelic Players
Assoriation.

Add in a Celtic Ross West
Cork Star of the month
award and the Coomhola,
Bantry, native has more rea-
sons to book back on 2018 in a
positive rather than negative
light.

Muarch: Dual trouble.

A public spat between Cop-
pinger’s Cork senior cimogie
and UCC women's football
managers grabbed plenty of
unwanied media attention.
uce's involvement in the

third-level O'Connor Cup
aceurred on the same date
as Cork camogie’s Division 1
semi-final, affecting three in-
dividuals. Coppinger chose 10
line out for her college while
Meabh Eaht:talgu- cl:ft Hannah
Looney opted for

El,r:h}; maonths on and Cop-
pinger offered mature perspec:
tive on the issoer “There are
players all over the country, not
just in Cork, faced with similar

dual f,;..nr;.:g and ﬂmus,ﬂ-‘tﬂﬂr
T etter planming is needed

and better communication

berween the organisaions in-
vislved, [ am only 3 serall paryof
it a5 the managers and players
involved in these things are im-
pacted the most, 1o be honest,
“People can focus on me all
they want but it affects a Jot of
other people too. Mo one wants

.o be choosing one Sport over

the other but Tuckily, when it

was all poing on, I had my fam-

ily for support and they gave
mngmdmmh:mm'nhti
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- back in the news during the

enrly part of the summer when
Cork's footballers and camogie
teams were each scheduled
play on Saturday, June 23rd.
Thanklully, common sense
prevaibed and the Camogie As-
sociation moved Cork’s clash
with Drublin 1o the following
day.

*The good thing abouwt that
sfnuation is that something posi-
tive happened to avoid a fix-
wure conflict,” the 22-year-old 5t
Colum's player noted.

“In the past, the whobe ami-
tude would have been the girls
will just have to put up with it
ametd by o wiork arownd it Luck-
ily, common sense prevailed
and luckily, itis just not posible
for us (players) 1o be asked o
play twice in the one day.

“| think the GAA is trang to
come up with 3 way to make
sure that camogie is played one
weekend and football on the
aother. [t makes sense to have
a weekend dedicared 1o each

Sg;m:mb:r: Another All-
Ireland. :

An All-Treland winner in 2017
under Paudie Murray's stew-

ardship, Coppinger returned to
Croke Park for another show-

down with Kilkenny this past

‘There are players all over the country, not just in Cork, faced with

similar dual football and
organisations involved' —

commitments all the time now.
Better planning is needed and better communication between the

Libby Coppinger

Seprember, Retaining their
Liberty Insurance All-Ireland
senlor camagie title was always
going to be difficult and unsur-
prisingly, Kilkenny pushed Cop-

and her team mates to
the absolure Heie.

It took a late Orla Cotter free
to bring the O'Duffy Cup back
o Lecside for the second vear
FUARINg.

‘Obvicusly, it was a fecling
of pure happiness at the final
whistle bur relicl as well,' Cop-
pinger remembered.

"The two All-Ireland finals
I've been involved in have been
g0 close. The Cork camogic
team hikes to make hand work
of it when if Comes th Winning
Al-Irelands alright! It was bril-

liant to win it again especially
considering the great batthes we
have had with Kilkenny over the
last two years.

“We had a bit of luck and
thimgs just went right lor us on
thee day. We were unlucky in
thee All-Ircland football and that
wis disappodnting. My [ather
woukin't let me feel down for
tor long about that though ashe
kept saying “sure look, wouldn't
be giving out if you were told
that you'd have an All-Ireland
medal in your back pocket at
thet end of the vear!™

"When it comes 1o All-Ire-
lamds, it i% o coaze of 1aking in all
in and enjoying those games as
miusch as you possibly can.”

October: S0 near and et 50

far.

Fresh from winning another
All-lreland medal, Coppinger
turmed hver attemtions wo helping
the West Cork ladies football
squad reach a first ever Cork
semior fimal. But standing in the
Carbery side’s way of making
history was Mourneablsey.

A pulsating county final
ended in a draw when Ross-
carbery’s Sarah Hayves kicked
over A 65th mimete injury-time
equaliser. Mourneabbey proved
oo sirong in the replay and the
defending champbons ran out
convincing winners in front of
another bumper attendance at
Cloughduny,

It is great that West Cork
tnkes kadies foothall so serious-

Liby Copies

Hﬂuﬂh‘ﬂhﬂﬁh
mﬁoﬁ“’

Iy, she said.

“We (West Cork) have es-
tablished ourselves as one of
the key competitors in Ladies
football within the county.
Mourneabbey and St Val's have
been the top rwo for 5o long 5o
wis important West Cork gotto
& county final this year,

*That showed how many
great players are in West Cork
and that we can play as a team.
Brian (McCarthy), Dinny (En-
right} and Anne (0'Grady) have
been Incredible and kept it go-
ing for the last three years. Iuisa
pity we coubdn’t get over theline
in thee ered (for them) becass
they have put so much great
work into ladies” football.

“You don’t notice the fact so
meany pecple are coming o the
senfor ladies” championship
games until you have a chance
to reflect on the games afier
they are Anished. It ks grean o
s 50 much coverage in e
Sewshern Siar too and that defi-

nitely helps increase people™s
! z!!'lﬂﬁps. PR



What a year for

B Mary Newman

YEARS of heartache were put to ond
gide and tears of joy were shed as
Sarah Harrington lifted the Jack
MeGrath Cup in the Hogan Stand on
the first Sunday in Seplember as the
All-lreland ICC title was finally won.

Having lost out in the finals of 2016
anid 2017, Cork finally got over the line
and it wis no more than they deserved
as players such as Sara Buckley, Leah
Weste, Sarah Harrington, Finola Ne-
¢ille, Caroline Sugrue, Miamh MNi
Chanimb and Lauren Callanan finally
got the much-coveted medal they so
desperately had vearned for,

The asison 2ol underany on Febri-
ary 16 start as the Liberty Insurance
leagues got underway and in o six-
peam group that also contained Car-
low, Antrim, Wexlord, Down and Wiost-
menth. Cark dofended thelr Mational
LAginee Crowm

A trlp o Carlow for their opening
game s Cork record a comfortable 1-
12 1o 0-3 victory and & week later I!‘I.l‘:}."
played host to Anirim and continged
thett impressive display with a 117 to
=5 win

Aftor nowooks broak. 11 was all E¥5a
tems po as they headed to Wexlord
where they totally overpowered the
homae sidlee.

A long trip to Dowm for round four
saw Cork scrape a win with just twao
points 1o spare and even at this early
stage we knew we wouild be seeing i kot
more of this Down side.

Weztmeath travelled to Cork and on
an appalling day weather-wise, they
heeld the league champions toa draw as
it fimished 0-11 apiece but both had
die enongh to gualified for the sémis.

In a hard-fought semd-final, a Rachel
O'Callaghan moal proved vital as Cork
evercame Kilkenny.

Meanwhile, an ever-improving West-
meath overcame Dublin 3-10 0o 1-8 fo
book thelr place in the fnal,

This was a new pairing at this loval
with Westmeath appearing In the
Littlewoods Treland Camogie Leagues
Dvision 2 final for the first time in 35
venrs. They bost fo Dublin in 15683 and
gradually siipped down the pecking
order bul in recent times, huge prog-
ress was made.

The final was a close affuie and went
dodwn 1o tive wire a5 Pamela Greville's
24th minute goal from a 20-metre fve
gave Westmenath real hope after they
hiael fallen five points behind and she
followed wp with a palnted foee from
the next attack to redwce the gap to the
miknimum.

However, iry as they might, West-
menth could not find the equaliser as
Cork defended magnificently in those
kst wight minutes o hold onto thetr
CIOWTL.

As championship dawned, the Cork
panel had beon strengthenecd with
Minmh Mi Chasimh returning after a
anpmmer break from her beaching post
in Abu Dhabd and minors Saoirsa
MeCarthy, Cliona Healy and Eaura
Hayes called wp to join the squad bt
o1 thi minus side, Linda Collins was a
huge loss having beon elevated to the
Jsontor skle for chinmpionship,

Cork went in as favouriies following
i Impressive lepgue campalgn and i
thedr gronp they wirs foined by Car-
Tovwr, Lawnts, Derry, and Down and thoy

sigmified thelr intention: as they ran

his Cork side

Cori’'s Sarah Harrington, Leah Weste, Sarah Buckiey, Niamh Ni Chaoimh and Finola Neville celebrate with the the Jack McGrath Cup.
i i ; Picture: Bryan Keane/INPHO.

out easy winners over Caclow hitting
an impressive 518 before going ontae
record a rownd two victory over Laois.

[n round thres, there wis o wake-up
call for the side when Cork travelled
north oz Derry hebd them tooa draw, O-
11 each.

Subsequently. they made the trek to
Dawm for their nst game In the group
series where they knew a result was
necded o raintaln thekr pogition on
top of the group and this they achieved
with an impressive 0-18 to (-6 victory
o sed up a semi-fnal mecting with Gal-
WY,

Dine of the main talking points after
this semi-final in MeDonagh Park,
Menagh, was the injury to referes
Gavin Donegan which forced him to
retire five minutes into the second hall
with stand-in referee Poter O Dawid
having te take over the whistle.

From a playving perspective, the siat-
istic that Galway failed to score from
play tells the story of a strong defeqns.
e dispday from Cork while the infro-
dtnetion of minor plaver Cliona Healy
as the game entered the final guartes
had a major inflvence in turping the
game as the Aghabullogie youngster
hit four points to finally settle Cork
and pat daylight between the sides as
Cork ran out winners 0-14 to 0-2 to
make it to Croke Park for the third
YEAr in o row,

Aftervands, a very relsoed group ar-
rived in Croke Park rendy to give it one
hellof & o to Mnally take a erovm that
hivd elucded them for so long.

Familiarity bresds contempt is a
well-known phraze and familiariiy
waig very much on the minds of this
Cork zide az preparations got under
wity for a Jeurney many of them had
boen on 2o many times hefore.

In 2016, Kilkenny were gifted a title ina
game that Cork looked to have under
contrel, in 2017 Meath grabbed & draw
ina game Cork looked to be coasting
home in and in the replay Cork wene
flat and had no answers as Meath were
crowned champions.

In consultation with their manage-
ment and backroom teany the panel de-
gided to break from the norm and noi
travel to the final until the Sunday
momming of the game.

The senior side travelled as usual on
the Saturday but the thinking behind
the Intermediates decision was that
they had a lot of vounger pliyers on
the panel and they would take the
added pressure of an overnight before
the game away and simply treat it as
another champlonship game.

The decision worked a treat as the
report back was that it was a very re-
laxed group that arrived in Croke Park
ready to give it one hell 'of a go to fin-
ally take a crown that had eluded them
for so long.

Cork, having won the title in 2000,
2002 and H006, and were runnecs-agp on
no fewer than six occasions, faced a
Down side chasing their first inter-
mediate title and having recorded a 12-
pokat victory when the sides met in the
Matbonal League, Cork went inas rag-
ing favourites but Down: showed little
regard for this tag and they had to
stave off & wonderful effort by a Down
who were in contentlon right to the
ond, the magnificent Niamhb Mallan
and Sacirse Sands leading the way as
they hattled to the final whistle.

Catriona Colling was inspirational
seoring 1-6 while ininor player Sooirss
MeCarthy added four from play as
Cork put the agony of two conseciitive

defeats at the st hurdie behind them

to finally become Liberty Insurance
All-Treland Intermediate champlons,

Catriona Collins found the net in the
Jith mintte to put six points betweon
th: teams and it was an uphill strupgle
for Down from here on in and thelr
cause wasn't helped by the harsh sond-
ing off of Sara-Louise Carr 10 minutes
later, the reason for the seoond yellow
card not obviows and the plaver was
distraught as she left the feld,

Points from Sara-Louise Carr and
Sands settled down but Saoirse
MeCarthy, who along with Laura
Hayes and substitute Cliona Healy,
was winning her second All-Ireland
medal in a few months having enjo
18 glory, got a chance o show her
pace and the playver of the match had
the teams level in the blink of an eve
with a wonderful brace.

Down enjoved thelr best period and
movid three points clear with two

ints from Mallon and Paula Gib-

s but they didn’t score for the en-

tire secomd quarter and Cork went in

leading 0-7 {0 0-5 Collins with three

points to bring the teams level befors

Caroline Sugrue and McCarthy also
fiound the target.

Dovwn were level within fwe minbes
of the restard buat it was all Cork from
there, as the Leesiders load by three
when Catriona Colling rocketed the
net with a fantastic fnksh at the end of
a move that started with a brilliant
catch by Siobhan Hutchinson who

ged to Finola Neville who moved
rward and drew the defence before
timing hor pass to perfection.

Catriong Colling finished superhbly.
Down tried hard to bt ey

couldn’t threaten and ware fin-
jrlH_\»':amr.- tiz el thelr intermadiate fnn-
e,




O'Connor: | know |
can still do better

AMY O'CONNOR can look back on
2018 with & great deal of satisfaction.

The E-vear-old intern pharmacist
ram Knocknaheeny won her fourih
senior All-Ireland camogie medal in
ork’s narrow win over Kilkenny
it while right now she is enjoving
he Christmas holldays with her
amily, thoughts of three-in-a-row o
winning an All Star awand are never
ar from her mind.

O'Connor has that winners' men-
ality, She is never satisfied. She al:
ways winis more from herself and
selleves there is gtill more to come
or Cork nod ey beloved elub 5t Vin-
ark's.

This year at senlor level, she felt
ﬂa{':l she should have been inthe
echoning foran All Star,

She didn’t get one, bat the former
rish soceer international who
slaved her football with Wilton in
Cork will nse that snub as one of her
motivational points for the new sea-

ROk

And with some many new talented
forwards stepping up to senior level,
o' Connor knows she will have te be
pvery better this vear than she was
the Last if she is to retain her place in
Paudie Murray’s starting 15 for the
Jesgue and championship.

“We are already back pre-season
and [ can't wait to get stuck into it
again,”™ said 0" Connor.

Looking back over last season,
O'Connor was delighted with the
success, but believes there s always
room for improvement.

“Any year-that you win the All-Ire-
land is & groat year 5o/ we are ab-
vieusly delighted with that” she
gald. =1 had a good year personally as
well, o hopefully next ywéar will b
batter again.

*] was happy with my vear overall
bt 1 kmvow | ean still do beter,

= cotibd've been better on All-Ire-
land final day but those games are so
tight it can be hard as a forward to
siand out, especially against Kilken-
ny and the way they set up.

“Myeelf and Linda Collins wers in
the full forward line and at times
thiere wers four and fve Kilkenny de
fonders to two of 18, 50 you were al-
wavs going to be up against 1t

“1-seored 1-21 from play through-
oatt the denson which is not o bad e
tirm.

= enjoyed so many gamds Hhis sea-
son and it was a bonus that the
weather was brilliant this yvear for
thi championship, so [ enjoyed all
the games in Paire Ui Rinn in the
AT

Although very m tich & team
playver, O"Conmor wits still a fitthe dis-
appeinted not fo pick up an All Star,
but she knows the lovel of talent
across the country was really high,

“wWith regards to the All Stars, |
was disppprinied, (o be honest, bt
vou ean nearly predict IDevery year
who will gt o,

“They are a matter of opinion and
lmtnm what thy are.

R T T T e e ]

Cork's Chloe Sigerson and Amy 0'Connor celebrate beating Kilkenny in the Liberty Insnr'an{l.l All-freland Senior Camegie final at Croke Park, Dublin,  Ficoure: INFHO Bryan Kean

iy

All-Ireland Senior Camogie final,

hard again this year and one persen
who is responsible for this is Kevin
Murray.

“Hevin is a genius, [ think. He
makes sverything about hurling —
which [ totally agree with.

“There Wwas never a seasion whers
it was all ronning/Mitness elc.

=Everything was in relation te the
game. Himself and Mazzer were for-
wards themselvos so [ think they
kind of have the Barcelomn foothall
team mentality of “if you seore four
goals, we'll score five” - 50 all of Us
forwards loved him!

Ry ok oot e hemles s iee el e

", s e 8 e S e
Cark's Amy 0 Conner with Kilkenmy's Davina Tobin, Ann Dalton and Grace Walshin the

Pictere: IMPHO/Bryan Keane

training sessiens as mich a8 UL
though (or Paudie or Niall).

“hg o forward, 1 love that Kind of
styli= and think camoegie shonld b
played lke that — makd It more ax-
chting to watch, a bit like hurling.

“CHften, camogbe comes down toa
game of frees or ust golng out to stop
the other team from playing. which
is very rustrating.

“With the free count in games at
the moment, especially in the kater
sfipes of the champlonship - there i2
flo fo the games and they can be
avefial 4o widch and thess are the ones
shoawn on TV which is doing the

@@ \With regards to
the All Stars, | was
disappointed, to be
honest, but you can
nearly predict it

every year.ee

game no favolirs.

A good frea-taker is worth thekr
wedght in gold at the moment in ca-
mogle and we're luncky o have two of
thix st = Oria Cotter and Chioe Sl
person.”

OConnor and her teammates will
be going for theee-in-a-row this year
aned altivough she balicves this will ba
a motivation to work harder, she
doosn't think it will be the sguad’s
miakn fegus.

“Golng for throein-a-row is ob-

viously a motivation to work even
harder mext year — howesver, | don't
think we will think abont it too much

« gveryone putslde will be on about i
riow for the vear baut I'm nod sure i
Cork team has ever done 11 before &
wp won't be undor any pressune tod
bt

“Chbviously, it woukl b great fo.d
it, bt the phan at the moment 1s jus
to gt everyone back fit and soe hos
we are. The eague is starting ver
enrly as well, 5o it give other peopk
a chance to try to get Into the team
Paudie = gowd at that, so everyon
will pet a fair chance

=with regards to our panel, [ don
think we have anyone leaving. whic
i5 great. We will ave a couple of th
intermediates come up adright,

“I think Lanra Hayes is Very poo

-ghe's only out of minor bt s ver
fit and athietic o she will definitel
be o great addition. She gees unde
the radar a hit and deesn't dra
mitich atterntion, bt 1 think she coul
be excellent. Out of the minors th
were iraining with us for a bit la:
vear | thought she really frans
tHoned well.

=eaolrse MeCarthy 15 anothe
prospect. She had & great year la
vear. She Is alse very (1t and athled
and s very confident, so she will B
groat for the team gaing forward.

“The newer girls (hia yvear have 2
had the experience of playing infe
mediate 20 that will help them s
awinl lot.

“The step-up 1= hupe between tE
grades, bui young blood s wh:
makes o e beller,

“My main alm s to hopefully, stz
it and healthy and be better than
was in 3018."
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he comelack, theugh
shie hadn't intendod on
o, was trigeered by

an ungexpected phone
sl from Cork camae mif-
per Paudie Murray.

Hriege Corkery was [lve
nonths pregonant when Pag-
lie ot in touch in Decembor
Fe017, She hdn't puiled ona
o ahirt since September of
a6 and harbouned no amb-
jons of a reiurn o the inter-
ounty scene, o even though
he palr would be friendly, she
as sommewhat bemused as to
mhy he was calling

=“Paudie was like, “what's
e story ' © A | was ik, ©1
Tunno, what's the story’,”
ripgles Briege, recounting the
nub of their conversation “1
pabd him | was not due $ill
viareh. “Sure. you’ll be fing,
coil can come back affer that,'
was his roply. | was like,
‘whatever'. Ho findshed by say-
ingt, 1711 Flng you gakin In Ja-
nuaTy o see how yoil're get-
ting on'.”

T his word. the Cork man-
e J:-|1l|:|.|'l:| airain the follow-
ing month. And even though
Hrlege didn’t nealise as much
at the thme, Muorray bl got
her thinking

On Saturday, January 14,
Cork opened their 2018 leagne
comipaign with a kome fxture
against Galway. Briege knew
thir porye Wi an and jor thp
firzt tlme in gquite o while, she
ot i avwelul hankering (o be
back involved with the coun-
Ly,

This was In marked
conbragl to e 2017 All-Tre-
land final & mere four months
eartier and that fecling of no-
thingness as she sat in Croke
Park watehing Cork secure
hack-to-back All-Inziand
ththes, “There wis no longging (o
muvrch hehind the Artane
Band orascenal the siepaol the
Hopgan Standd as ghe had domne
in neavly every previous Sep-
tember golng back 1o 20008, o
far more concern wias hoer
three-month scan which was
sehedubed for the day aller
Cork’s one-point finnl win
over Rilkenny.

“1 thought that chapter of
iy 1ife wins closed. 1 thought,
this is it now:; I'm a past camo-
ghe player and my focus from
Bvere o will e on may club and
tezing a mmthar,

“"Hul when they started
ek for thie 20018 lewgae, 1 just
oot an sowlal g for it 1 don't
knew why. Had Pavdie not
phvoned me, [wouldnt have
even thought about [coming
back]. And he continued to
ring in February ancd March
He rang me nearly every week
to see how | was peiting on™

By this stage, she hivd foroed
herself out onto the roads
around Cloughiay, Two kilo-
meties down fo The pitch, six
or seven laps of the place and
two kilometres back home, Be-
Inted exertion, having re-

nowmeed exercise for almosi
the first 1% moaths of preg-
NAnCY.

“I am an awinl creature for
doing things backwarids,
When we found ot 1 was preg-
reand, §clichn™t abo o streke [noan
duly to the week before Chiclst-
s, 1 replsoed theay | was pui-
tHng on too much welght, it
wins Hinrally plling on, so it

After comeback, Cor
has bigger plans for

was time to start doing some-
thing. The last couple of weeks
legding up to the birth, 1
starbed dolng Skm runs, which
wies iofally backwards,

“When | got home one nijht
from a run, [ et Pandie and
I sakd, ‘Tl be no good to you, i1
is after taking me 48 minutes
o el fone kblometres'. Pau-
die's response was, ‘ane you
having an elephant’.”

I.i."luh‘.."]'."l.llll'lg arrived habe
amwd hearty in e March. As
with amy new addition to the
family and acjusting to such,
sevieral items were temipor-
arily placed in the backseat.

At Orla Cotler's wedding in
Inte May, camogie conver-
sation was unavoiiable. Pau-
die told the new mother that
Cork's congditioning comch,
MartinO'Brien, would be in
coniact to mag oul a plan of
actlon, There was no need,
reckoned Briege.

“1didn’t think I'd make any
progross, didn't think ' add
anvthing to the set-up.”

That was barl half the story.
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There were reservations as to
how her return would be per-
celved outskde the camp, Tir-
ing & conversation with her
gister Katherine, Briege inti-
mated her fear that she'd be
aceusel of having rejoined the
set-up solely totry and match
Rena Buckley's haul of 18 All-
Ireland medals. Katherine's
aifvioe was rather siraiohifor-
weartl; if wou want to ge hack
and play camogie, go back and
play camogie.

At the end of June, threo
months after giving birth, the

16-trme All-Star {10 ladies foot-

ball andd six camogie) madde
teer decision.

The long road back (o full
fitnmess involved numerous
B.A0am staris at Newcestown
I.-ilr.:h with Martin O'Brien,

saby Tadhg often left with
Martin's wife Mary, while
Briege was being put through
tha wiringer,

Thae first couple of wecks
wore a strugele. The weight
wrasay 't meoving, the #5014 All-
Irefand winning ledics foot-

.{_‘.
-

&

ball captain frustrated by the
lack of progress,

A stricter diet was enforced
and incrementally, her form
began to return.

“Whan you are in a team en-
vironment, it's casier. I found
it much harder to do thingson
my own. There were a couple
af seepslons where Tadhg was
sick amd Diarmnid was gone
training, so I hadnt time todo
the individual work whikch
bl been preseribed. You'd
fiec] guilty.

“Put | was determined to pet
the necessary work done. 1
haed to send my resulis o Mar-
tim every second day. When 1
startel with Martin, I was
arownd 74kg. He got me down
io f2kg in & couple of months.

“Look, | suppose vou dan't
have to have your life to stop
becanse yoii v vl a child:
You can concentrate on being
a Mell-time mother ar 3l can
concenirate on baing a
mother, & camogie player and
having a life as well.™

LGFA president Marie Hickey presenting the cup to Munster captain Briege mmmwmmummﬁu&mnwm IT Sports Campus in
Movember. Despite the provincial win camodgie will beCorkery's sole inter-county fous in 2019,

Prcture; David Fitzgerald/Sportsfile
On route to record

Inirodoced with two minutes
remaining in the All-Ireland
semi-final win over Tipper-
ary, the brief cameo at Sample
meant she played an route o
the record 18th medal.

“1t was a different feeling
after the match, definitely,”
Corkery says of the final suc-
L& =

“Does [the medal] hold less
value? For me, it would. That
% no disrespect to anybedy
who does not get my inan
All-Ireland final, you
are uged to plaving i them, it
has a different fecling. IT
people ask me how many
medals [ have, I'd always say,
17 and a half,

1 still fee] [ gave something
towands Cork cammogie in 2018
Amd I'd be hoping in 2018 that 1
could glve a little bit more.”

For the moment, CRmogh: 15
her sole fistis on the inter-
county front. Mind vou,

speculation was rife the 11-
time All-Treland kndies foof-

kery
2019

batl medal-winmer was repris-
ing her dual status when cap-
taining Munster to inter-prov-
incial glory in late November,
I-Iu._-.-illnn t%mmu? aﬁ'lﬁ'u;ﬂtnﬂm
to join the panel, Re.
sormewhat naively, expected
her Munster involvement to
fly ander T1".|1'nau ["E-ﬂ-ﬂ.rﬂ S

When the respective pane
wera raleased on sookal medla
# few days before the inter-
pros weelend in Waterford,
the acoompanying headlines
carried only one name.

1 opened up a can of worms
for mvsell. T wished I didn’t
botier saying ves. Then, when
we won, people were saving.,
congratulations, your come-
back. | was like, this isn'ta
comehack. This was supposed
trr he something to do on the

aT.

*“I really enjoyed the speed
and competitiveness of that
weekend, Thore were other
parts of me thinking waz [ iry-
ing to invite myeelf back onto
the E!nr];mtlluu panel, w:ﬂd
people think [ was going bo try
to invite mysell back onto the
Cork foothall panel. That
wikst"t my aim. My ain wis to
go out and play & match and
that was it.”

All in all, she's glad to be
back involved with atleastone
< ing grown tired of the

Having grown o
inter-county scene through:
oatt 2016, the Bank of Ireland
ambassador committed fo
neither code in 2017, Even be-
fore the 2016 All-Ireland camvoe-
gie and ladies football finals,
she confided in Rena Buckly
that she was skipping the fol-
loaving Seasoa.

In a todal departure fromm
edars Aous, Briege had
fonnd herself reading Hnews-
papers the Monday after a
game to see was she men-
tiomed n the mateh report. 1
she hadn’t been, she'd neardy
take offence. Coming to and
from training she'd be Hkea
“dog"; giving out aboul thiz,
that and the other.

“I just ran myself out of
gieam a small bit. You'd benp
at & 15am; on the farm Gl Gpm
and then off out o u—.&jmnq,
¥ou wouldn't be home until
10pm nest nights. There was
no downtime. 1 needed &
break. And 1 did enjoy my
time away. Absence makes the
heart fomder, isn’t that
what they say. James Masters
and Pandle woens o0 10 me In
2017 to see would T come back.
[ was actually going back to
the camogie in Ete June of
2017.

“1 had told Pandie on &
Thursday that I'd be at train-
ing the following Tuesday. On
the Saturday, we found oul 1
wag expecting. T hed to ring
him on the Monday, 2aying,
I'm oaxt. Tdon't know if he
copped siraightaway. ;

“Having Tadhg around iz
fantastic, Then; on the playing
gide. it s great to'have & goal
again for next year.,

“I am delighted the way
things have oak



| could have told you then it was
gjoing to be front page the next day’

‘hat: Baby Tadhg Scannall
five months), the son of Cork

maogie and ladies football
epind Briege Corkery, in the
2'Duffy Cup after the
tebelettes’ Liberty Insurance

ll-Ireland Senior Camogie
nal victory over Kilkenny at
SroRE Park.

Behind the lens: James
~rombie, Inpho,

The story: “This plciure Lt
rally fell into my lap, but you

still have to have the necess-
ary expertence o make sure
sral capeure it

“After the All-Ireland
camogie final. we would have
divided up who goes where
with regard to celebration
pletures so as to ensure we all
weren't doing the same thing.

*Following the presenta-
than, one of the main pletures
to get s the team together
with the cup in the middle of
e proap.

“You are almost trying to

jeneration’

Jostle to get into the right posi-
thon, the middle, so to be able
b captuare all the gicls around
the eup.

“The trophy is the pivotal
part. ¥ou are waiting for that
ta be put on the ground in
front of the group.

“In this Instance, Briege

Corkery was standing to the
side of the group with Twdhg
in her arms. The plavers amn
ourselves teld Bricge to pat
him inte the cup, and she
ohliged.

“There were four or five
photographers around mae. |
wolild say it ks 30050 I terms
of luek and experionce that 1
found mysell right in the
middle and at the perfect
angke to capiure the shod,

“[ weas centred enowgh, but 1
was lucky in that it happemned

Briege Corkery (back row,
exireme right in picture):
*I always loved the way the
GAA plavers brought Eheir
|:I'I.IJ|!I:'1.'I'I. on to the !'I-!Ir.l_:h aflera

']1.' thing 1o do. | ne
I;.hl 1 wonld have the
portunity to do rhm Bui then

Paniclie (hurryh i
come back to i
gie panel this year. anc wo got
to Croke Park fof the All 1re-
Jamsl fmeal

atdie had been on to me bo
come back playing sinee M-

born om March 29, 1| ha 3
thon which meant 1 was oul for
12 ks
“There was a lot o factors
againstl me but when the op-
portunity arose, [ wes dolight.
o to et back playving. And o
join up with the girls whao
wire very wolcoming
pecially th [ O
[Cotter) and Gemma (O00m-
nory who [ have played with
down throuwgh the years.,
& tho one piciure |
tor the match in

right in fromt of mae,

“You Enow stralght away
thar ks the shot. 1 conld have
tobd you then it was going to bo
the front page picture the next
day. You just know.

*The four All-ireland finals
arg always going to be front
pape news in Ireland, we'ne 5o
Icky in that repard.

“Mow, [ have o say it is rare
that that shot presents itself
right in front of you and you
don't have to go loaking for It

“Nou could go to 10 All-Ire-

Croke Park was one of |I13.'5|'.-1l'
and Rena Buockley., Wa
I e got our pleture mken

her after the All-Treland

When the pheodos were being
taken after the g Tadhg
emled up sitting inside in the
O Dl Ty Cupand bt & [antas-
tic. 11 is lowely for my family fo

iz fabulous photo, Ky

stors have played in Croke
Park and Tadhg is the next
peneration, He might get there
b play himself someday, B,
e prressiire on him to de that,

land finals without petting the
shot, S0 long as one of your
colleagues get 1t, you don't
mind.

“That did fall into my Lap,
literally. Amnd you are fust lop-
ing you capture it when it does
happen becanse the Kid s in
the cup for only 10 secands. He
won't appreciate me on his
18th birthday when this
picture is dragged ont.

=0 his wedding.”

— Eoghan Cormican

whatever he wanis (o do.
I think Tadhe might have
bioen i Int -nu"ﬂ'hu]ml-ﬂ by thae

with all [hi- -:a:nr.-r.'ls -1r|r.l :'ll]
i sund him. Al all
5 well, but they ap
il b

0 have that pic-
1, "l"]ul'.. e AW memarlog,
ve our Famlly of four
neluding the doghand
re looking l'ru ward fo a

fovely Christmas.
= Therase O'Callaghan




= Eoghan Corm ican

CORK camogie manager Paudic
Murray has oversecn sweepin
changes |n how plavers train an
propare af the elite level in the 215t
centary.

Mow, he is turning his sights on
howe the game is sdministered and of-
ficiated from the top down.

Since his appeintment date in 2011,
a term of office which has so far de
livered fourAll-Treland senior tithes,
Murray hias borne wiiness to signifi-
cani change within Cork camogle
and, indesd. the game at large.

Where the former is concerned,
Murray hag becn a dreiver of that
change.

Amaong the reforming steps {aken
wak the addition to his backroom
team of a strength-ond-conditioning
coach and implemdntation of an S&C
pProgramme

Mecessary advances, he says, to
satisfy a group whoe woulkdn't be shy
in tetling management off i training
i not wp to the standards they de-
i,

Throughout October and Movem-
ber, Cork playvers. Instesd of tuning
ot during the off-seazon, were in
regular cantact with conditioning
coach Martin O°Brlen (o tic-tac
ahémd of thelr return to iraining.

“I'vie been meeting them coming
out of gyms continuowsly since Sep-
temtber,™ 2avE Murray.

*Thai"s a change from recent
wears, where vou wouldn't hear from
them until January,”

However, where his own plavers
and almost overy other top-level
counly have made notable fmprove-
ments in how ey ready themselves
for league and championship, Sur.
ray belioves they are being et dovwn
by a Camogie Assoelatlon stuck in re-
VIS,

Az Kilkenny midfielder Melghan
Farrell recently bemyoaned, what is
thr point of teams carrving out a two-
mrotl S0 programime during the
winter if plavers are not allowed to
shoulder one another come spring
and summies

For thoese operating at inter-coun-
tw leveel, the camogle Frulcbook makes
for Imstrating reading.

The main bone of contention is
that shouldering and “msoving intoan
opponent’s bady” are not allowed

“"The Camogie Assoclation is at a
erassroads,” savs the Cark manager,

"The bigepest problem is that we
have come from a 12-a-side game,
which was in place up to the kate nj-
netics, and a lol of prople in adiminis-
tration plised that game,

"They've i real experience of the
15-n-skde game. The Camoghe Associ-
atkon has to change with the times.

“We are starting the league in a1
couple of weeks time and 1 can puars
antes you that 90% of the seores in
o first leaggmie game will come from
frees,

“If this continues, you'll have no-
By watching our gane,™

September’s All-Irelnnd camogeie
I"It1|.'||] ?l:'l'.:'q'l:l::li!.?ug'k :Iultl Kilkenmny
mumele for rEid viewing, the gnmae
blightod by 36 frees and wntnmttm

nine seanes from play,

Himilarl unapponling was the
Galway:-Ki ny semb-final, o ix-

Snort

Camogie must *
owards hurfing rules’

ve

Cork All lrefand Camogie winners Aoife Murray, Chloe Sigerson, Laura Treacy and Paudie Murray with the 07Duffy Cup 2018 RTE Sports Awards, RTE Studios, Donnybrook, Dub

lin,

ture which alsa had a firee-count in
thi 305 and prodoced a meagreseven
seores from play.

“To keep people watching our
game, wo've got 1o move more be-
wardds hurling rules,

“The closer the game is to hurling,
the better.

“Going back the vears, we have
regularly been involved in games
where there has been 40-plus frees
doled oul, even thogh the game has
bieen absent of a single divty stroke,

“That cannot continue”

Contacted by this newspaper in the
days after the All-Ireland final, Ca-
maogie Association president Kath-
leen Woods said the game “will prog-
ress as delegates deem it should™

Woodls, sorving az president sinee
April 2008, put it up to players un-
happy with the current rieles, telling
them to bring forward proposals for
change to their respective county
boards.

Murray was most disappointed
with the comments.

=She i5 n now president and [ was
haping she would grab the ball by the
horns and drive this thing.

“There wias a comment that
players have to lead it To push (e
hack onto the players and delegates
i= nonsense,

“Kathleen necds to lead [change]
il besil it nes quickly as possthle.

“You look at the evidence and the
evidenee would suggest that [the Ca-
miogke Association s conservative],

"W need to make the game more
apgreiling to the spectaiers.™

With the GAA currently trialling a
host of experiniental football rules,
the Cork boss sees no reason why ci-
mogle's governing body can't follow

Ashling Thompson's failure to
land an All-Star nomination:

It canneod be because of the way
she played.

“Shie geored 0-12 from midfleld in
the champienship.

“She was in the fop two of scoring
midfielbers in the country,

“Ome wonders 15 it because of the
meddia aetivity which she engages in
that she didn™t got an All-Star nomi-
nakion.

“UMher than that, | have no bdea. [
think, according to most managers,
she would be in the top two or three
midelders in the country,”

Signing up for the eighth vear
at the helm:

Paudie Murray on...

*I am involved with avery special
group,

=1 am consclons of that in that if [
left to go somewhere else, T may not
gel the same buy-n 28 1 am getting
here.

“1t is seldom vou get the level of
buiy-in we are getting.

“This is a driven group that is
rarely rattled, a group that is
putting massive pressure on the
management to come up with somie-
thing new the whole time, which is
Breat.”

Players and management foot-
ing the entive bill for their 2018
team holiday:

“We went away 40 Fuengirola,

PictureARPHO Bryan Keans

Spairrin April [2018] For Mve dayvs
Players and management paid for
everything. down fo the last cent.

“That is whers we are at, Whai
Mew Ireland Assurance give us, we
couldn’t do without,

"But the money we get, we put i
back into the team te pay for buses,
fond, facilities and equipment.

“That's whens we like to spend our
maeney. Our county board has done
roally, really well.

“Wea have a fantaste pitch and fa-
chlities, whilst operating n a shoi
string

“You just can't be poing looking fo
the board for money for a team hiokl-
day.”

suif. i

He doean’t, however, sed that i
pening anyiime soon.

“They'll drive on az they are at
present. i

"Mothing will change antil,
mavhe, someons new comes in and
staris to shake things up.

“We shout at the players not to
tackle in trakning

“You are felling them not to makea
contact, becanse you are going to
ghve away a firee
I “It ks both frightening amd rustrat-
Mg

Equally restricted are the referees.

Eamon Cassidy was widely casti-
gated for his handling of the Cork-
Kilkenny decider, but Murray found
the criticism unfair, given the Derry
aflicial was simply adhering to that
muci-maligned ralehook.

“The general feeling 1 get from ref

erees is frustration.

“1'do believe the majority of them
want to leave the game fow as much
as possible.

“Youn can’t blame the referse. They
re all fighting to referes the All-Ire-
land finel"

Murray continued: "If camogia
dioes come under the one umbrells, it
can only thrive

“Certainly, you would se¢ change
a lot quicker. You would have the ex-
pertize In there to promote the game
and promote the game correctly.

“Some of these experimental fool-
ball rules meay ot work, bul at least
the GAA are trying them.

“Maxt vear's All-lreland camogie
final will be no different to the last
GTE.

“With 33 to 40 frees per game. it is
stop-start, stop-start and that just
turns poogle of ™

Etill, though, Cork press on,

The Rebels are within touching
distance of the thres-in-a-row, & feal
last achieved by the county - in 1873

The minor and intermediate sue-
cesse3 of the past vear have the coun-
tv perfectly positioned to extend
their stay at the top.

The All-lreland champlons re-
turned on Tuesday. December 11,
meeting in the St Finbarr's complex
for thelr Arst 58&C seszlon of the 200149
cAampaigmn.

“In 20186, the Last time we went {or
three=ln-a-row, we let onr standords
slip,” =aid Murray. .

“We macke mistakes. We Fattened
on our sikccess of the two previous
years and didn't drive on.

“If any¥thing. our siapdards i.'ul:nrI

next year are godng to have io be
Eﬁhﬁ'r than where they wera in



___CAMOGIE

B Mary Newman

A 12-YEAR wait Minally came to an end
in 2018 as the Cork minors captured
Live connty Its first title since the age
criteria was chianged in 2006,

The grade was raised from U16,
where Cork were hugely successful, to
L1118, and while the Rebols contested
the finals of 2013 and 2014 they lost out
o1t both eccasionsin replays.

Cork zet about thelr task even before
e year began and with a new Badk-
room team in place by October, 2017,
anclar the leadership of former Cork
senior hurling trainer Jerry Wallace,
who was invalved in the mid-nouphities
aned also had stints with Anirim and
Limerick as well as managing his
e Midleton.

Wallace brought a breath of fresh alr
ind professlonalism to the task as-
sirned to him and his experience wasa
rital factor overall,

Gathering his managenient beam
o him he bronght on board form-
r U6 county mentors Mick Boland,
Vilchirel Walsh and Margurite-Fitzpa-
Tick. Jerry and his mammgement wen
requently at games feom U6 to senior
13 they cast an eyve over players at all
Erels.

With the All-Ireland minor cham-
nanship taking place in Febneary and
he provineial competitions not played
il afver the State Examinations, i1 iz
mgely imporiant that a county is pre-
e, Usually at this time of the sea-
ons both elubs and countles arve just
eginning to look ahead toa season of
ummer inter-county activities.

With their panel in place before
“hristmas they were ready and wakt-
ng for the early start of the minor
hampionship.

With sight survivors from the pre-
fous yvear's panel stlll eligible for se-
setion [t was all systems go over the
hrisimas and MNew Year break, aml aon
ehruary 17 Cork headed to Dubtin.

Given the carly tme of the year, con-
itions were demanding amd on a
ngey Parnell’s pitch, Cork proved ta
¢ too sharp for Dublin and claimed &
csorving 11-point epening round win
hat sot the tone for the season. The
1nin difference botween the (wo sjdes
ras Cork's ability to plek off scores
pm play and keep the scoreboard
cking over.

Dublin fatled to register a 2oore from
fay with their four polnts coming
om frees. Dublin ook an eardy lead
at Cork pealed off the next four points
om Cliona Healy with three and one
am Fiona Keating and they turned
ror two points in front, Dominating
s sponnd hall, Cork saow the game oul
{th a Laura Hayes goal bo seal kL

A woeek later, Cork welcomed Kil
ey to-Conng and turning in
lished display, they overpowersd

e visiors, Level 1-3.to°0-6at tha -

, Cork opened up in the second
ﬁ?::mgnahawr‘mm Healy and Bmmn
wrphy inside throe minutes of aach
hear helped Cork run ot 3-11 to 0-8

Hﬂ'ﬂ.‘lt‘fﬂ three pitted them against
rampions Galway and wikth two
fendid victories from two oulings
was o crucial game, as they ook
v Balway side who had lost out by a
gyt in their opening game to a Kil-
mny side. publin bent Kilkenny it
o e manee olavd tEan Cork

Cork minor boss Jerry Wallace,

Galwiry lined ot minws the Athenry
and Sarzfields contingent due to thein
invalvement in the All-lreland cluh
finals but they traveiled with & ﬂ:m%
side, back-boned by tholr successin
U6 squoad of the previous year.

From. ihe start, the Rebels were de-
termined and & goal vital in a
nipapd-fuck cleshas shiadd i i
an important encounter. Flona Kent-
Imeg bt the ey goal 23 miputes into the
game ioedge Cork nfo s Tead thay held
to the foll-time whistle it enor-
mous Galway pressare, Wallace's
charges were now top of the group
with & game to go and qualifieation se-
cured, while Galway necded to defoat
Dublin in thelr Iast gamse to keep their
hopes alive. which they did.

Cork could afford to rest plavers
against Wesford In advanee of o soml-
firal against Clare while Galway were
palved with Tipp.

Threo Munster counties were In the

Excellent minors
made real mark

Picture: Riyan Byme

shake wp for the tile, while Clare were
runners-up the year before and ox-
tremely determined to make a break-
throngh after four besses in All-Treland
E:]l?]:-'lr dechlers but couldn’t ot past

The big day was on April 28 Cork

showed passion-and determinathon as -

they bounced back with five an-
answered polnis after Galway had
“opersed Upa tmocpeint lead 10 minates
I the second half.

There ware plonty of heroos bul
Snojrso MeCarthy and Eavra Hayes
wiere the sangdout plivvers, Al centre-
ek, Haves was o towor of sivength
while McCarthy worked tinelessiy all
throueh and contributed six points,
three from play.

Clara O'Sullivan had opened thair
acegunt, Miamh Miland levelled e
Galway bt podnis from Clisnn Healy,
Emma Murphy and Hannah °Leary
sfretched it in Cork's favour,

N e T
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Picture; Ryan Bye

@@ Huge credit
must go to an
excellent backroom
team and their
players.”

Al the Interval, it was level peggin
-8 to 1-5.

Cark hit bwo in & row on the resiam:
tion through MoCarthy and captad
bolra Barrett before the Tribe got
top. A.EIJ ﬂmdllz.trm%qu whhe m}{mud{
e fbeently as I-JPI-I'HI e pi

1 1hﬂﬂh;:mdmtin;}|ﬂ ::u!‘iml-gl:?r#
Hachel O'Regan proved folling. Barpe
ot Fiona Beating bad them back Lev
before O Regan conldenty sirucl i
in A pow #0t up another for Ko

i

n%lnhhan MeGrath nalled some b
firees but Barrett and MeCarthy ha
thae Minal sany foe the Beboeks,

Huge credit must g to an exosibe
backroom (eam and their pliyes
whose focus from Day One waas onwl
ning the All-lrelamd.

They fuiled to toke the provineds
Htle dater fnthe season, losing ol
Waterfiord, but it was mission meoomn
plishesd averall



Inniscarra benefit

F‘ I. ‘- ¥

from underage effort

REARDEN'S All-Star and Player of
the Year MNiamh Dilworih 1% Cer L
build on & trophy-laden campalgn
and aiming for All-Ireland stiiccess
with Inniscarra.

A UCC Public Health nurse stu-
dent, Miamh Dilworth is vice-capain
of an Inniscarra team that has thewr
sights firmly 2et on All-Ireland glory.
Leinster champlons St Martin's from
Wexford stand in Dilworth and her
club's way of reaching an All-Ireland
final but a committed squad has
given themselves @ fighting chance
following a busy training pro-
pramme over the winter perhod.

“We are not looking beyond our
All-Treland semi-final opponents and
have been training hard throughout
Christmaz to be ready for i1, Dil-
worth eonfirmesl. )

“Opporiunities like these don't
come around oo offen S0 everyons
has made the necessary sacrilices
anel teained hard during the winter
meianiths, We have oot of iInter-coanty
sinrs in our team but just as many
young up and coming players as well.
Our Cork players push everyvone on
when they come back training but
they have alzo brought renowed self-
Belief and & calmness that Inniscarmm
has benelitted from in cloze games
ihis past year,

“We are fortunate to have a player
like Rena Buckloy with cightesn All-
Tredandd medals in our dressing room
and she has been brilliant to our
vounger girls, be it giving a pep-talk
o alfering ndvice.”

Little doult that the highlights of
the past twelve months were Inniac-
arra retaining their SE Systems Corl
Senlor Camogie Champienship at the
expenss of Conrcey Rovers as well as
bridging an eighi-vear gap to their
peevions Munster final success,

Mimmbh Dilworth was part of the In-
nizcarra team that overcame Clare's
Inagh-Eilnamona 2-9 to 0-7 in the
provineial decider in Cashel back in
Movember. Dilworth scored an etrly
poal to soithe her side's nerves bofore
Clandia Keane's seeond-half sirike
cemonted the Cork elub's second
Munster title. 'That trinumph setup a
meeting with 8 Martin's In the Last
four of the championshiip and resur-
recied memories of Inniscarra’s
quialification for the 2001 All-Irekand
final.

“Winning this vear®s cotinty final
wias special” the expertenced Innisc-
arra player admitted. r

“blany woubd have seen ws as oul-
glilers for that particular champrion-
ship so getting that trophy was a very
happy moment for us and everyone
aszocialed with our club. It was a big
bal for ihe panel becanse of the fact

e last w0 many players (o injury amd
others that went ofl travelling.

“Onee again, phetoimenal eredil
has fo bee given to the management
team for instilling such belief inta
ned fust our vounger players bat our
vetnblizshed., experienced plavers as
woll. Getting the blend right s never

mﬁ B o Il seloctors
‘the corroc Izions when

Inniscarra vice captain Niamh Dilworth fires aver a point from a free against Courcey Rovers.

s

Ben Shorten presenting the Camogie Player of the Year to Niamh Dilworth, Inniscar-

rai, with Paudie Murray.

they needed to and enabled us to get
over thie ling,

“Some of the current Inniscarra
panel wore lucky enough to have
plaved in the 2011 All-Ireland club
championship final against Killimor
af Galway but on the wrong cad of
the result that day. The hunger is
there o get back there onoe again bui
ouir only aim ks the All-Inckand seml-
final against 5 Murtin's, We cannol
look bevornd thal game and that's
whene all our foeus b= Fght pow.”

Dilswvorth and sevien of her club

Phcture: Gerard Bonus

team mates, Shella Walsh, Rena
Buckley, Rosie O"Mahony, Katie
O'Mahony, Treasa MeCarthy and
Miamh MeCarthy, Mnished 2008 on a
positive mote by Being selected on the
Fearden®s All-Star camogie team of
the venr, The Inniscarra vicecaptain
went one better, being honoured
with the overall Rearden’s Camogie
Playver of thiz Year accolade,

“|'m absolutely thrilled as winning
an AllL-Star award within Cork cotin:
iy i5 one thing bt be rocalye Bl ovier-
all plaver of the year avward i3 fnts-

@@ We are lucky to
have an underage
structure which has
helped develop our
senior team.

fie,” said Dilwarth.

=1t {s great to receive such an
award on behalf of the entire Innisc-
arra squad after the Success we
i 2018, Seelng seven Inniscarra
players on the overall team of the
year just shows the th of talent
within our sguad and 1'm delighted
for them.

=“That connty final win against
Courcey Rovers was the toughest
pame we had all year, We all Emew
heading into it that is was going (o be
nothing less than a tough battle. That

Picture: Laery Cummins

match really stood 1o us against
Ahane in the Munster semi-final, T
can tell vou, We were down 1wWo
paints at half time in that one but the
experience from going toe 1o toe with
Courcey”s two weeks previous was
wvital fo us.”

Inmiscarra have been forfunate to
call upon experienced campaigners
ke Miamh Dilworth, Rena Buckley
and Treasa McCarthy over the past
pumber of vears. Now, & new group
of talented young players is emerg:
ing from the underage ranks and In-
nigcarra’s future looks promising at
the conclusion of a successiul 2018
CAm g,

“We are lucky to have such a
strong underage structure which has
helped develop our senior team sVer
r&:p::l yenrs,” Niamh Dilworth

- B

“Our management team did fan-
tastic work in blending the youth in
with our experiencad players this
year. A lot of the players that came
on to the senfor panel have really had
to stand up for themselves when il
comes to plaving in the champlon-
ship. The lrﬂfn!ng thoge girls got is
the reason we are being successful
Oy, g

“Coaping the likes of Claudia Reane
eome on in the Munster final and
sooring 1-1 is ;ni:!illilng all the expett:

enced plavers mysoki o
Larder. We have to I w wand tokeep
our places (L 3



Keating proving she
Is an exciting talent

Camagie

FIONA KEATING ¢x periencod
¢lation and heartache in Cork and
club eolours during 2018 but is loak-
ing forward to the MNew Year with re-
miwed optimism.

AR All-Ireland minor winner with
Lor ks carndgie sqead and runner-up
with the countvs minor foothallers,
Fiona Keating ended the year on a
high with a deserved Reardens All-
Siar award.

It was alas & yvear that Keating's
hometown club Conrcey Rovers
=aemd wp short fn their first camogie
serdor club final appearance.

24 hours later, Keating misssd out
a0 & coanty senfor football final re-
alay appearance with 'West Cork
hroupgh an unforfumate fnger injury
snstained In the camogle final koss (o
[nmiscarma.

& -rollercoaster season if ever there
avag one for the Kinsale Community
Sctsool student.

“I think you leam more from your
josses and try to use those expori-
McEs Lo your advantage going into
nenct season, ' Keatlng admite

“Tt was 10 mimotes intoe the seeond
palf of our county (chub) Camogie
Tl when [ broke my finger.

=1 eieln't even notice at the dmeas ]
vas going for & point, the adrenalin
yas pumping and an Inniscarra
sdayer eaught me from behind in an
yttempl b0 block me.

“The (Inger was broken which was
rut wrenching because [ was due to
ilay for West Cork in the senior
oanky foothall final the day after.

*It waz a bit of & downer and & hkad
pay 1oend the year uniil I was jokd |
vas geiting a Bearden's All-Star
1wsrl,

“That mace uep for a kot of the pee-
rions month's disappointments and
vas A positive end bo 3018,

Hesting proved her worth for club
il connty thought a tercific year
g pegularly delivered consistent
WO ANCES.

Ome of the Courcey Rovers stal-
varts” most enduring trales ks Keal-
ng's ability to eonjure Uup a score
rom nothing, something that the
sork minors and West Corkl senlors
ppreciated on many secasions.

“It is nice to hear people say 1
ayed cansistently but there are
aiels of other girs who deserve that
prales more than [ do.” the Coarcey
LVErs star commentesl,
b:}Tmm commiiment i= wlat 11 i3 all

ait.

“There are 15 of us onl on the
itch and it cannot all be about one
AL

“We all have jobs to do, for our
lubs and county, so I really belisve
wards like the Beardeans ong 18
own bothe combined efforts of a lot
[ adlisry people.”

Flana Keating’s contribution to
8 West Cork [adies footballers waa
nither highlight.

Tha Carbery divistonal shde reach-
d & Cork LGFA county senjor food-
all final for the first time with debo-
mie Keating regularly faaturing in

Fiena Keating, Courcey Rovers, Rearden’s All- Star award reciplent with her parents

Patricia amd Donal,

the forward e until that aforemen-
tloned broken finger denied her a
pliee in the county final replay with
Mourneabbey.

“This year was the first that |
played with West Cork but I'loved
gvery minuie of it until my injury
late in the soason,” Kenting sabd

“Anne O'Grady 15 with us in the
Cark miners and alse invelved in the
West Cork ladies management sctup.

“Anne was mocking me owards
ithee el of thdr Siguson saying I'd Bever
have enotgh time to squeeze n rep

Ficture: Gerard Borns

resenting West Cork but | worked cut
& ferwr things amil was dellghted 1o et
the charce.

“Anne purts =0 much time and ef-
fort into the teams that she = in-
volved with so | was more than
nappy to play (for West Cork)

“Anne and | would kave seen each
other three, maybe four, times a
well during the vear but getiing in-
volved with West Cork proved an
amazing experionoe.

“The chance to Hne out alongside
the Hkes of Alne Terry O'Sullivan

@@Eventhoughwe
dian't get over the
line against
Mourneabbey, i
things are looking

‘good for another

crack at the senior
championship this

coming yearae

{Beara), Martina O'Brien (Clonakil-
t¥) and Melissa Dugpan {Dohenys)
was unreal.

“Than wiou s the lkes of the (v
Kiely sisters {Daire and Eimear)
from Yalley Rovers and O'Donovan
Hossa's Laura O Mahony making thi
breakiheough and it was just fanias-
the to be involved

“Even though we didn't gel over
the line against |'|.1'r||,:||'r.|{:,1l:|||-r_|-l-,'.
things are hoKing pood for another
crack atl the senlor championship
this coming year.

*I"m only in fifth year at the m
ment 8o 1 will definitely be back pla
ing foothall for West Cork in 20849."

L'fi‘:-ut'l.‘l:-:.' Rowers reached this se
son's county Camogle decider, a fir
appearance in the senbor final for o
Ballinspittle clhith

Inniscarma proved (oo strong hoe
v, running ont 1-13 to 0-5 winne
but Fiona Keating believes the ¢
perience of reaching a Mnal w
shandl 1o hor clab,

“Losing the eounty fnal to Innks
arra was towgh it we intend fo
chown s a squad and vaich o rerun
the pame over Christmas, learn fro
our mistakes and come bac
stronger than over this comie
wear,” the Courcey Bovers forwa
C{ATECH

“Looking back, it wasour first ev
Camogle connty fnal, so thereisal
fo be taken from that

“Conreey Rovers skmply isn't s
o playing in senior county finals
everyone was o bit nervous on i
day. .

“Hlow we Erow how to handie it
atbons e that and the hape is to
back at the top table once again
w149,

“As a club, Courcey Rovers
thriving. We have o hoge undara:
section and the Carmosbe amd fooths
teams are very understanding E
whirrdls one andther.”

Fiona Keating will be back i Cod
minor colours over the comir
months and anxious for repeat cam
gl sucoEs as woll as going on okl
In foathall,

Courcey Rovers and Wesl Caa
akzo ook st (o benefif from one
Caork's rising GAA stars.



= Ger McCarthy

COURCEY ROVERS" Saolrse
peCarthy finished 2018 with All-lre-
land minor, intermediabe and senior
Camogie medals In her back pocket.

The 18-year-old Kinsale Community
Sehool stiudent was part of the Cork
||-|.-|q:|;'|'|_'|er_'|]nl:|;_-t_;|.]llill'| that faced Down In
the All-Ireland decider at Croke Park
last Soptembaer.

The Rebols were Indebied to thelr
young forward whe finkshed the game
with a personal tally of 04, helping her
county end a run of three consecutive
All-lreland final losses.

It proved a memaorable day for
MeCarthy who was also awarded the
Intermediate decider’s Player of the
Match trophy.

The rising Courcey Rovers star hard
little thme to bask in the glow of her
achiovements a5 she was immediately
required to'take her place amongst
Cork's substitutes and witness & mar-
vellous one-point Cork victory over
Kiltkenny in the senior final.

The accolades didn’t stop there as
Spolrse MoeCarthy was honoured for
her breakout year by bécoming the
GAA Intermediate Plaver's Plaver of
the Year and also received a GAA
“Boaring Siar" All-Star award,

“That dmy was surreal, like a drekem
really,” MeCarthy commenied,

*1 still haven't had time o process
everything! Everyvone keeps asking i 1
have come back down (o earth et anid
the answer is no.

"Some evenings, | look at pictures of
that day and can’t believe 1t all hap-

aned to me. | have a senjor All-lne-

angl medal?

“Fallowing on from that, I was hon-
outred (o be nominated for a Soaring
Star (ntermediate) All-Siar award. On
the night of the awards, | was delighted
to get the trophy ot couldn®t believe
when they announced | had won the
Intermediate GAA Plaver's Plaver of
the Year as well.

“T homestly thought onr goalkeoper
Ay Lew was going to win it as she had
sitch a fantastic yvear, | mean, 1 even
viriedd for (Cork’s) Miamh Mallon!™

It is difficult to put Saoirse
dMeCarthy's rise through the county
ranks lhte context since the Kinsale
Community School stundent made her
debut at U113 level.

sinee then, MeCarthy made her
mark in each of the preceding
age-grades and culminating in a
Adl-Irelamnd minor final suceess earlier
im the year by overcoming Galway 0:18
o 1=11.

*I won the All-Ireland minor title
with Cork first and that was amazing
&0 I havve bech happy to stop at that!™
the Courcey Rovers player noted.

"“The day afler the minor final, 1 god
a call from Paudie Murray and began
training with the Cork seniors almost
stralght away. | remember coming on
in the Munster semi-final agalnst
Cliare and 1 barely knew any of the

glrls.

1 will ke honest and say 1 was 2 bit
star struck sitting In the dressing room
beforehand. Lavura Hayes from 5t Ca-
therine’s who also eame up feom the
minors wns with me and wo wers jusl
looking arcund at all these household

" 7
It was surreal to be playing with
the sonlors so seon after wogeing ot

to new

Cork's Sapirse McCarthy is ch

Saoirse soaring
heights

President of the Camogie Association Kathleen Woods and John Coffey of Liberty Insurance present Cork’s Sacirse MiecCarthy witha 2018
Soaring 5tars Award at the Camogie All-5tars Awards Sponsored by Liberty Insurance, held at CGitywest Hotel, Dublin.

e L L L

alh-ngtdti]l Ciara Helebert ﬂﬁﬂﬁ;l the I-Ireh-d

Minor A Camogie final in Nenagh, Co Tipperary last April. Cork won 0-18te 1-11.

for the minors. We trained all summer
with the seniors before plaving with
the intermedintes towards the end of
the year."

Despite all hor inter-county sic.
oegses, not everything went to plan for
Saoirse MeCarthy during 2018

The 18-vear-old missed out on
Courcey Rovers' SE Systems Cork
Senlor Camogie county final loss to
Inniscarra.

McCarthy had her appendix re-
moved In the run-up to the final and
comld only wateh on from the side-
lines as her team mates best 1-18 (o 0-5
at Castle Road.

McCarthy's disappaintment was im-
mediately apparent when asked pbout
the county final defeat: “That was a
rizil downer.”

“Everyone kept saving to me how
lucky I was amnd that I didn't have to
have my appendix out eartier In the

vear becage that would have cost me

All-Ireland final appearances for the
Cork intermediate and se¢nlor feams.
“Pepple wore telling me it that was
riect timing. Well, that's net how 1
E:'-Jned upaa it At all,

“I felt like 1 was letting my team
mrtes doven, thats how it wag for me at
the time. | mean, | was so desperate 1o
play that [ togged out on the sideling
for Courcey™s only a week after sur-
gery. There I was with my boots and
gkort, sitting on the substitute’s bench
amd roaring the girls on.

“I am awful for watching matches.
though, I'm 5o bad. [ just wanied to be
aut there making a differance hut
there was nothing I could do about it.”

Looking ahead to the coming ;
the Intermedinte GAA Flayer's Player
of the Year has plonty to bo excited
abont both for club and county,

“Hopelully, 1 will be involved with
the Cork scnior panel becase we won
the {ntermediate tile thiz vear and all

Fictures: [npho

@@t was surreal to
be playing with the
seniors so soon after
togging out for the

mincrsay

of the girls will want to kick on now,”
MeCarthy noted.

“As for Courcey Rovers, next vear is
definitely going to have to be a big one,
Starting with the league trophy, we
wani to get that back having last won it
in X6

“This past vear, I felt I didn’t have
hardly any time to play for my club
and will hopefully get {0 represent
them a bit more in 20019,

“It' is a huge commitment to Keep
golng for Courcey Rovers and Corkbut
it doesn't feel ke a big thing because |
enjoy plaving camogle 50 much. This,

t year, I really wanied that All-Tre-
and minor title so evervihing ill'tl!'q
that was a complete bonus to be hon-

est.

“Thankfully, I have had quite a quict
winter so far becanse I was at home re-,
covering from my apnnd.l:mgnermm
That was no harm, [ suppose, utlean-
not wait for next year.



B Mary Newman

IT veas another hugely successiul vear
for the Cork Eamgg Board with a
massive programme of games at adult
and under age lovel taking

Once again both county boards com-
pleted thelr schedule of champ
league and plate competitions on
schedule,

The senior board under the chair-
man ship of Mary McSweeney got
through a fixture schedule of 22 cam.

Eitions at championship and league

vel. With Senfor , Senior B . Inter-
mediate, Junior A, B and G, Minor A,
B, C and D competitions in champion-
ship and leagte, add in two summer
cup competitions and that gives justa
small idea of the masshe workload or-
ganising these games

Tﬂl‘;t juwﬁ.!jlln board mﬁ nndgr&tillln

nee of Chalrperson Mary O° Sul-
ﬁ%‘an continmed to do massive work ea.
ptering for the needs of players from
under-fs up toand including under-
f 18s. The setting up of this board was a
huge step fo fior thie county and it
took & huge burden off the shouldors of
the adult board, Clubs were well e
plered for with the Juvenils Board run-
ning competitlons at under-8 to under-
11 Go Gamies Blitz.

The board iook a decision to'change
the format of the under-12 compatition
and with Gerard Corcoran taking the
load s co-coordinator the new steac-
ture was a hiuge success. If was decided
to mot grade the teams inte A, Bor C
gections ns in previous years as the

Soeling was that it was impossible to
know the standard of each club given
that these are the first competitive
leagmens that they would partics in.
Up to this these players would have
been playing at under age Go Games
Ieved wp o mnd mciud.tnﬁm 118 arid

swith no results to gulde them the
board have come up with an excellent
new format.

The'} ewas divided in to elght
sections with six teams in each section.
F‘“ﬂ’m :;? ﬂ;hmfffbtﬁﬁ gaUmes:
e i L
On completion of each of the sectlons
of their games the teams were then
split into three groups.of 16 L]
their finishing position in their re-
spective sections. Group 1 consisted of
the winners and runners-up in each
sacthon, Growp & had the teams finish-
ing in positions three and four in each
section, and Group 3 the teams that
fintshed in positions five and slx in
pach soction. These groups then

off in a knockout competition
hased where thoy were placed in thelr
group’s, the new format saw games
right throumgh (e STmreT mont sand
ensiured lots more gamies for this age

'1']‘:|pE. under-14 participates in leagues
and there are three grades A, B and C
Ius the board alse ran a8 second

Iumt-ur— 14 Jengue to which kept this ﬁ'g

up playing right to the end of
.,mm.!;l amd this was anether huge soe-

Gnder-14 Champlonship again had
throa grades A, B and C and it was p
uge sticoess here there Was a hrck
donr gystom continuing and clubs wel-
nu.ni‘fihia option. The Cork under-14
’Fﬂh Ma Gael also comes under the
ramnit of the juvenile board with and A
and B Felle organised in late April

Good year’'s work
by Cork boards

The Cork UT6 A camogie team have qualified fer the All-Ireland semd-final against

Under 16 Championship and Leagues
and A, B and C made it a busy calendar
of games to get through. In total, be-
tween champlonship and leagues
there are 15 competitdons to be dechied
rlus the Feile Na n-Gael, the Go Games
and Cluster Biltzss to be organised and

ran off and for measure thera isa
Feile Ha nGael local skills competition
0 be playved off.

Without doubi owning thelr awn

groiinds in Castle Road has been a

help as it gives them a pitch at

thedr disposal 247 but such is the vol-

ume of trallic for it another Castle
Romd would not go astray.

Having got threugh such i compee
hensive programmes of competitions
it k2 a tremendous achicvement for the
hard working officials of both boards
who continme to camoghe to
the highest level in the county and
players and clubs owe a huge debt of
g:mlil:u;l‘t to these hard work valimn-

e

imry officials

This year with three Cork teams
contested-Al Ireland finals and it
meant a lot of club playing time was
et as Cork had 1o be afforded time to
be ai thelir best. It's 8 scenario of
“vou're dammed if you do and you'ne
dammed If you don’t™. The senlor
board looked at the Inter county calen-
dir aned skotted in club pames around
ihese and o be falr this worked out
reasonable well with champlonshi
gnmes running off smonthly yet it only
takes one draw at either club or Inter
connty bevel o Kok the whole sched-
balamce as we saw in the Tiest
round of sentor championship whan
Ballincallkg and Douglas dravw,

Hopefully this year a schedulke of
diates can be warked out and an-
nounced at the end of February this
will then enable clubs to plan ahead
anl players to book halidieys safe in
the knowledge they won't he missing

@@Players and
clubs owe a huge
debt of gratitude to
the hard working
voluntary officials

out or having to Oy home. The draws
o not necessarily need to be mads to
e this simply plan ahead with dates.
Hunge challenges e abead in the hid to
ﬂ‘l‘llhe rfect balanee but it can be

The senjor board was agaln foriu-
tte tix hiawe the all ol thele adult cham-
Elunﬂllp compeetitions sponsered by §

Systems and this support ensures
that a hiige burden 18 taken off the
wgﬂdnn of 'ﬂ“:hnﬂﬂmm gll:;y arg

¥ i 1ive i 0 Leary
for the hmml suppert his company
continues o give 1o Ca & in ;

The Evening Echo are also very km-
portant as spansers of all the adult
Player of the Match awards for cham-

lonshbp. This s1 et = a huge help

the promeotion of the game,

Chvar the next few Sadurdays we will
take a look back at some of the highs
and low that was the season gone by
for our elihs,

A very
mixed
season for
CorkU16S

u Mary Newman

FIELDING twoe UG teams
again in 2018 the season got off
tix an earky start as the Cork A
squad were In provineial
champlonship action on Feb-
ruary .

The provincial competi-
tions halp proparations for the
.ﬂﬂiﬂml&nﬂmﬂﬂf: which gets
umdlerwa aly on an open-
draw bﬂﬂfﬂ

The Cork A-side overcame
Tipperary in thelr opening
game with three points to
spare on m -12 to 1-7 scoreline,
ensuring them ola place in the
final where they wonld mect
Limerick on March 11.

In a game where goals
proved vital, Cork retained
thelr Munster Ulé A cham-
plonship title ns they got the
upFer hand on Limerick,

nzide five minutes of the
throw-in, Cork had sot the
foundations for victory, A
Clioma Dooley point in the
opening minite was followed
by a goal from Elena Kelleher
a8 they opened npa four-point
lead within five minuies.

Limerick replicd with o
pointed free, but Cork ex-
temdedl their advantape with
Kelleher and Clodagh Finn on

wlth two palits sach to
1<6.t0 0-3 ot the break.

Limeriek started the second
half strong and put pressure
on the Cork defence nnd with
Eatelyn Dinedn, Finn and
Rose Murphy adding to the
tally, Cork had recorded a
splendid win, with Dooley
whvn covered every Ineh of the
pitch named Plaver of The
Maich.

The Ul restrves avercame
Clare 1-7 10 2-3 to book a place
in the Munster final, bt they
lnst oart narrowly to Waterfond
0-9.10 0-7T In & game which
moeded extra time o declde

1t was'nll svstoms go for the
championship and the A side
got off o & great start, defeat-
ing Kilkenny 112 to 2.4, Thoy
continued their impressive
run with wing over Dublin 2-
17 1o 2-7 and Clare 524 to 0-3 to
book a place in the semi-final.
Tipperary provided the op-
position. Cork hit 18 peinis to
Tipp's 2-8 to book a place in
the linal.

Eight paintz from Niamh
Miland amd goals from Ninmh
MePeake and captain Alne
Keane ensured Galway
trinmphed 314 1o 1-7.

Cork got off to 8 great start
and wonl four peints in front,
bait three Galway poals made
it 35 to -6 at the Interyal. A
fourth goal ingide minutes of
{he restart gave Cork a moun-
iain to climb as Galway Kept
the pregsure on o (he Cnal
whistle to tnke the thile.

In the Reserves final, Sabri-
nin Rabbitte scorsd 4-0 a5 Gal-
way got the beiter of Cork by
F-6 to 2-10. Late goals from
Lucy Mchuolty and Kato
O'Shea were not enough as
Galway ran ogl winners,

And =0 4 season thel -
lsed =0 much ended In m
polmtienl bl with a Minster
Btk Lo their credlit 5t was jost
rawards for the efforts pol in;




thgerald and Flynn star as St Angela's win first title

51!: a's captain Annie
i'tlgmgﬂld Fﬁruumd with the
Misnster by John O'Leary.

Picture: Liadn Burke/Press 22

.~ Munster Post Primary
. Schools Camogle

5t Angela’s Ursuline,
Waterford

1-11
Scoil Triondide Doon 0-5
John Keogh
Cappamaore

81 Angela’s Ursuline, Watar-
ford wiere crowned Munster
Post Primary Schools Senior
A Camogie champlons for the
fist time after o 1-11 to 0-5 vie-
tory over Scoll na Triondde
Maofn, Doon, in Cappamors.

The Waterford school domi-
nated from the ouiset and

raced 0-5 1o 0-0 clear thanks io
Annie Fitzgerald and Abby
Flynin - the dug would hit all of
51 Angela's scores in this win,

Doon did well to only he
four points adeift at the break
with frees from Leah Heffer-
nan and Karen Cunninghanm
keeping them in touch.

owever, 51 Angela’s were
ot to b denbed and sealed a
well-deserved win when
Fltzperald buried the game’s
only goal five minutes from
Him.

51 Angela's mentor Emilie
Darmody sald. [ am delighted
For the girls, they have putina
massive effors. ™

St Angela’s made a bright
start with Flynn and Filzger-

ald dolng the damage early on

with fiour points between them
in the opening six mimates,

Doon nearly responded

after Rachel O'Dwyer’s shot

eat Leah O'Donoghue buat the

shot trickled wide,

Tt was b rare attack ﬁ"lm'l- LT

L jm"l:;ﬁh ul:hul:;l;lr];: Iﬁﬁ:r

5Ir1.1gg to et to with a
ﬁamﬂa “5 outfit,

F]g,rnn. £ umnd nt from

Eeka.z.r stretched the lead 1o five,
fore Doon registered thele
ening score
lel'l'ama.n fres,
5t Angela's had a greak
chanee o add to their lead on
18 minutes but a Flynn
EEMM went wide of Gemma

from a

That miss didn't seem Lo
bother Flynn, however, as she
gent over her third of the

ing hall hour after excel-
fent build-up play from
I-‘tl.agerﬂd

glerﬁed with a Cun-
ninghnm & that saw the

score at 0-6 to 0-2 in St Ange-
las favour at the break. A
couple of Cunningham *45's
gives Divon hope af & Kk
early in the second halfl but
further efforts from Pia;ﬂ:m m:n:l
Fitzperald extended

Ia's lead. As Doon pushed
witrd in the last 10 mlnul&s
they were hit with a sucker
punch when Fitzgerald goaled

to seal an historie win for 50
Anpela’s.

Ennis

CAINTS GO MARCHING ON: 1t was a dayte :dﬂnummngﬂﬁ Ursuline, wmrfnnl mmmruu mllenge of Seoil na Tionéide Naifa, Doon, in ﬂlHll!ﬁl‘
Colleges Senior A Camagie final in Cappamore on Saturday. See repart on page 23.

ﬁmrlhmﬂurteﬁuiﬂ

Wﬁ“i

Soarera lor 51 Angola's Ui'llul"kﬂ.
Wolariord: & Fitzgeaid 1-6 (2, &b

Scorars bor Scoll ne Trondkde
oo K O (102 'abel L
Habipenin 0
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Sarsfields” lsabel Kelly
gets a shot away during
the divizion 1 camogie

St Evening Echo

PictureINFHO/ Laszla
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-

The annual Rebel
Og awards will take
place in the Silver
Springs Hotel this

Rebels with
: evening. Inside we
look back at the 12
monthly winners:
- See pages 2-13




Briegeisready for the

n W xS T TR B achieved in 1982 and 83, 1992
By DN R - 1E & 3.5 and 93 and 1997 and 98 before
IT°5 14 years since Briege Cork- her career started.
ery was first part of the Cork “The last few times, it's some-

senior camogie and much has

changed, but some things kave r
remitined constant. 'I-'r:'!,'r.!-lMTE. she says.
Back then, herdeburyear was Only Wexford and Tipp have

marked with an All-lreland win,
fallowed by another victory in
2006, and Cork's victories have
eomiein pairs since then — 2008
and ‘09, 2014 and 15, 2017 and
18,

The Cloughduv star was ab-
sent for the penultimate one of
ihose wins, however, as she was
preznant with Tadhg, who was

challenge after return

‘Froma competitive point of view, it wasn't
afulfilling year and it was a bit too short, so|
wanted to go again. I'd never regret coming

as much of a surprise 1o me as
anyoneé ¢lse, Paudie had been
om to me and 1 said I'd go back

back, but 1 would regret not going back.’

%
training with me.
‘Obvicusly, there's great
support from my husband Di-

thing we've tried to put in the
back of our minds bat it's al-

done it since the game went
15-a-side, =0 it would be a big
achievement but it'sa long way
off too.

“There is a real manurity with-
in the group, since I've come
hack I've noticed the likes of
Laura Treacy, Orla Cronin and
Chloe Sigerson have become
real leaders.

bornat theend of March. Bythe  and see how I'd do. armuid [0 Scanaill, who plays  *] almost feel like a young
end of May, she was back train- ‘Maybe if I'd got ten minutes  with Naomh Abdn]and hisfam-  player looking up to them now!”
ing with football side St Val's in the fineal, it might have killed iy and my family.” However, while she is back
- she played in goal 1o take it theitch, the fact I'd played, bin The touch ook a while to  playing camogie, she won't be
easy - and when Paudie Murray | came on for three minutes in  come back, 1o0. resuming her Cork football

came calling with an invitation
to return (o the Cork panel, she
wis happy to necepl,

Rar a brief cameo in the All-
Ireland semni-final win over Tip-
perary, though, she was lirgely
a spectator as Cork went back-

to-back and it is that sense of  regretcoming back, but Iwould  great, to be honest, but |  asT'd had a short year and I'd
wanting 10 be involved which  regret not going back.’ plugged away, 1 went to the  be quite laxy during the winter
has brought her back again. Obviously, the new addition  ball alley by moyself and mained 3o | felt what was the harm in

The Rebels begin their 2019 means an exira level of respon- with Cloughduv on nights Cork  playing a football march.
eampaign on Sunday with a na-  sibility off the ficld for Briege, weren't rraining. It all added up. ‘1 theroughly ‘enjoyed it but
tional league opener away to but Tadhg’s arrival hasn't im- ‘Paudie felt ] wasn'treadyfor iz was only for a laugh, not that
Tipperary with Corkery keento  pinged on her ability to play. the final, which is fair enough,  that's intended to belitthe the
make an impact. ‘He's quict enough most of  but that's given me the edge to competition. | hadn't played to

Ir's mice to be back, she says,  the time, that's number one,”  come back this year, that ztandard in a long time and
‘egpecially at the start of the  shesays. Cork will be chasing a three it showad!”
year. ¥ “Number two, 'mreallylucky  in a row this year. It's not just

I've a lot of work to do o 1o have a great family around  in Corkery’s time thar they've
brefik back on 4o the team bt me to help out and I've two  beenlimited 1o pairs- notsince Cork's Briege Corkery has
ir's n nice old challenge. nephews to mind him on the  the fourin a row of 1970-73 has returned tothe camogie

‘Coming back last year was  sideline if 1 have to bring o itheen done, with back-to-back  Set-up this season.

the semi and dropped my hur-
ley, that was the extent of my
contribution.

“‘From a competitive point of
view, it wasn't 8 Tulfiling year
and it was a bit too short, so [
wanicd 1o zo again, I'd never

“The first month and a half
was torture, pure hard work,’
Briege says.

‘T was way off the pace, but
the rest of the girls were very
encouraging.

‘My hurling is never that

career, despite an outing with
Munster as they won the in-
terprovineial championship in
November.
‘] just wouldn't have the
time,’ she says.
*The interpros were handy

West Cork sports

SLY
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g o et

e .I - I L:-l:.".-h '_ .:
Cork breed that doesn't jost
excel in ome sport, but i The
Courcey Rovers rising star (17)
wase pamed Munster Provincial
Young Player of the Year in
2017 for her football exploits
and Fiona was on the West

e 4 (camogie) g | ior Tadies'
'mmg#, Liboy w:'ﬁm for Corkincamogieand footkal, - Cm“mm et st Mﬁu&"ﬁ;‘ﬂ
ﬁnﬁﬂﬂihﬂdhmhﬁebﬂmmmﬁuMM—Um final This highly-rat-
ﬁmm[{wwmﬂt HFa::H mrﬁcmktm; mlj:f;:::.:rd also lined ouit
team won the All-keland final against Kilkkenny, and was honour Courceys i

flor hser role i that. Unfortunately, the Cork footballers lost toDublin - bt cr

senior camogie final

last October - and

times = against Carlow, Derry
and Galway = for the Cork in-
termedliate team that went on
o win the 2018 AllIreland ti-
tle. She also lines out for tht‘,i
Carbery senior camogie team
and was part of the Ballinescar-
thy camogie team that woi the
county junior B championship
and West Cork Cup in 2008, &
reat double for the club, Moi-
ra i a Leaving Cort studemt o
on Grammar school, As
of Cork winning the in-
w:r.-m:m[md P
inetigible for ;
to intermediate again this year
and is overnge for minor soshe
will concentrate an her el

the Carbery senior team in the
year ahead,

October — SacirseMcCarthy (camvogle)
From Balinspiite, the Courcey Rovers CAmogie star wonthree Al- Wi wop scorer
irelands n 2018 — at minr, Intermediateand senior levels. Saolrse ) F gt R T in their semi-
was 1he matchin the All-lreland intermediate final, i TR final win
WasT camoqhe Players Player of the Year A 'J.b-‘l Iﬂ aga inst
a0 B W A = y  Mihord -
i ' | defeat was
T & s ol her lot in
The newly crowned West both, odds
Cork Junior Sports Star of the are she'll
Year captained Cork 1o All- regularly be in
Ireland minor A camogie glory the mix for medals
in 2018 and then played three in the years ahead.

The Kingale Com-
mumnity School fifth-
;] year student won
h I.I'I.ﬁ“‘!li'l'hlld
minor

N
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ton Hotel manager Joe Kennedy making the presentation to Cork AllIreland winning miner camogie  Mick Evans, chairman of the judgin ; i

g panel, making the presentation to Cork All-freland winning miner ca-
1 th H:?ﬂtt and team-mates. Also incuded are County Mayor Declan Hurley, Fergal Dennehy,  mogie team player Fiona Keating and some ﬂhn?&mmtu.ﬂhulnﬂi&dmﬂm Hﬁmhn!m durlml
puty Mayor of Cork, Enghan 0'Conner, Rebel Og treasurer and Jerry Wallace, team manager. the Cork Camogie Board and treasurer Marian McCarthy. Picxue: David Keans

Rebel Og honour for
camogie champions
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'HE Cork miner camogle team who
son the All-Ireland tiile recently were
he May 2018 winners of the H-a-i-e! Og
Aonthly Awards sponsored by the Clay-
on Hotel Silver Springs. Cummiin:
paris, with the Erening Eclhoe and
bed Fiv as media partness.

Cork were drawn in the group siages
o play Dublin, Kilkenny, Galway and
Vpaxford.

This turned out to ba a Very SUcoess-
al campaipgn with all of the 32-sirong
anel n!gﬂyers getting to pliy a1 some
iage In AllIraland competition.

Cork beat Clare in the All-Trelampd
pmi-final and faced Galway in the

il Kevin Cammins m

EEd )it
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tion 1o Cork All-reland winning minor camogie team caplain Moira Barrett and her team-mates at the Clayton Hotel, Silver Springs.

B Tl -

th:

They made thelr own bit of history as
hey won Cork’s first national tithe at  Alssincluded are County Mayor Clir Declan llllrler.diruta Lord Mayor of Cork, Clir Fergal Dennehy, Evening Echo marketing executive Nicela Cullinane, Nerina 0'Callaghan
Jinor A Jevel and Joe Hlﬂmﬂﬂ“’lt Clayton Hatel, ll'llﬂ'g with Rebel

g officials and team management. Ficures: David Eeane

o Echo marketing executive, making the presentation to Cork All-Ireland winning U 4 ;
cola Culliname, Evening Th!:ﬁmm . jumh;fqlul veam-mates.Also included are Ol Dedlan  Rebel Og PRO Clan O'Brien with the All-lreland winning Cork minor camogie team captain Malra Barrett, lefi

0t camegie team vice-captai
: Lord of Cark. John Purcell, Rebel Og chajrman  and vice-captain Sarah Ahern, at the presentation ceremany of the Rebel (g manthly award winner for Ma;
Wm"‘“‘“’mﬂﬂmﬂ R FWE’I?I"U&MHHM 2018, at the Clayten Hotel, Silver Springs. Plcture: avd 'ﬂfz



Cliona
Foley

O'Connor's

my
criticlsm of camo-
gie's rules and tactics
{5 a breath of frealyalr

in o sporting climate where so
many stars now spout vanilla.

Thao Cork forvard is as
groundbreaking off the pitch
s gl |5 Trustrated on it right
now, which explains why
sho's miot afiraid to speak her
mind, desplite her relative
youth, Still only 22, her prodi-
gious talent in a nember of
sports meant she hard 10 make
gome hard cholces at a young
g,

h:\.q a teen she once played a
1:m|.r11:rr_;:actlwfm'rl:-ulll'I:lﬁl.-'!
champlonship camogie game
and an All- Irelamd soccer
seml-Tinal all in one day,

She was on the Ireland U5
soCeEr leam whinse progress 1o
the semi-finals of the 2014
Furopean Champlonships
wis i massive breakthrough
for the 1Fish women's gami.

But unlike iormer-team-
e wrd Irish internationals
Katie deCabe, Megan
Connolly and (now starring
for Arsenal and Ireland) and
Sarah Rowe {currently juggl-
ine Mayo football with Awssia
Rules), O Connor plumped for
camagle when playing
multiple sports became too
mieh.

Sclence s another of her
passions and when she found
that thers was only Leaving
Cerl Mology avallable in her
Cork city seoondary school (5
Vincents), sho sieeossfully
campalgned for chemistry to
be introduced,

Mot only did she el intoone
af the toughest courses in
university — pharmacy — bl
whien £he eradieated in DGC
st sumeer O Cogina receiy-
et a spoecinl award for meinag:
imiE to 2viceessflly balaneo
fope levie] stably i Ba0ai.

What makes all of that pars
Hewlarly exceptional is that
¥ Connor ks the first of her
family toattend thind level
education.

Shie 18 nol disparaging in
any way when she describes
her native Knocknaheeny to
nen-Corkenians “lke Bally-

YO'Connor still

\ shattering
\ glass ceilings

N THE SPOTLIGHT: ‘Everyone goes out to win every game, It just hasn't happened {for us) and last year's league final kind of haunts me. | didn"t

twrn up on the day and we didn’t turn up on the day,'says Cork’s Amy O'Connor,

muin in Dublin, ™ seeking only
to explain the level of soctal
deprivation in parts of her
community.

“hiy meam and dad never gol
the :}]r]:mrn:ln'" ¥ 10 go Lo
eollepe bat they always told
me ‘education, education,
edpcation!”

“Wol many from my schoal
went toocollege bat they al-
wavs encouraged it too. Mow
thee girls who didn’t go to col-
lege are doing just fing $oo,™
afvir stresses. “There's just not
enoigh expesure to education
i sur area whern thered be
gomie antl-zocial behaviour
and dirigs and aleehol. I's
viery hard to break that cvele.”™

O Connor has spectacularly
broken it and her brother is
alzo now In university, much

to her parents” delight.

Thers was no history of seri-
ous sport tn her family either,

She first tagged along to
soccer with a young mile
cousin, He quil, she didn'tand
she never looked back.
crediting sport with giving her
ilacipline,

“1"d train seven nighis
aweek =0 [ had fo come home
arud o my homework first. My
poor dad travelled the length
and breadih of the country
with me for games and
training, and when he was
working my mam would do it
The schonal was brilliant to me
the whole time too, even when
[ mitsaed 11 weeks in sixth-
vear because of international
SHCOET,

*The teachers woubd siay

hack and help me with
things.”

She's now doing o one-vear
Mazters in Pharmacy in the
College of Surgeons now, the
firial elerment of her studies,
bart it won't interrapt her
Inter-county commitment as
shie only needs to travel to
Dublin periodically.

Cork, wha've lost the kst
twa Divizlon Ome finals to
arch-rivals Rilkenny, open
thelr league season away to
Tipp ina tough group that also
incledes Galway, Waterford
and Wexlord. “Everyone
ot bo win every gamd. I8 just
hasn't happened {for us) and
1ast vear's league final kind of
haunts me. [ didn't turn upon
tha day and we didn’t turm up
on the day,” O°Connor admils,

Picture; Phatocall

Winning the last two All-
Irelands has seen Paudie
Murray's side coms
their expected “transition
pericd” remarkably well and
ghe ¢xpects him, once again,
t?u-ljalhtﬁ of young players in
thie beague.

“I thought we'd go through
# big transition period
becalse we wWere 50 VOURE.
Hannah Leoney is only 21,
Laura Hayes was minor last
yir, This is the first year
we've had plavers who were
barm in the 20005 But then you
have Gemmd (O'Connoer, this
year's captain) and Aoife
{(Murray) who are so
enced, and you hve the of
Julia White and the Mackeys
in the middle o we've a lot of
balance,”

MINOR-GCAMOGIE TEAM WINS OVERALL REBEL 0G AWARD

Melra
sponsored Rebel annual awards ceremony, at the Clayton Hotel, Silver Springs
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i g
the Cork M
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| &

Gm-gie with hrrmm;mm.i,ﬁ:ﬂ receiving the Overall Winners award at the ‘Evening Eche'-
.lhgihdudmh&mwﬁmhﬂ:mm

[David Keane

'  Spo i , Red FM; John Purcell, Rebel Og; Maurice Gubbins, editor of the ‘Evening Eche’ and Joe Kennedy, the Clayton
Hotel Silver Springs. See Monday's Evening Echo for our two-page special from the event. Picture:

Al S9N

happy
with
contact”

Cliona Foley

ﬂlhimrtﬁrﬁnmﬂen As—m
il
ml:i.uﬁu-nl:nﬁ.ltnh:m
physicality g, de-
mﬁh;.tﬂu“hurhgtu

“I kmovw, if T was walching
ithae (2018) All-Ireland final at
home, I'd have
turmid it off,” the four-
time All-Ireland winmer
ahead of the start of the
Littlewoods National League
this weekend.

Cork manager Paudie
Murmay last month told the
Irish Exaominer that “80%
of the scores in our first
nmlaqne game will come firom

B ot g "
E L
Kilkenny's Megan Farrell
has said: “You can't cven
alf somesne and it's a frea.
don't even like watching it if
it's Hike that".

The last twa All-Ineland
finals. in which Cork have
pipped Hilkenny by just &
peint, were gpoul-less.

Last year's decider was de-
chded by a late Orla Cotter
free and only nine of the
Hﬁﬂﬂmumm
F“dmmmemmles
chanped use, af the mo-
ment, whisver has the best
e o

“I don't blame the refer.
ﬁmiﬂ only doing their
“It's the rules are the prob-

lemm, It
;JW

you're
O*Connor siays & combi-

saying change
every rule but I do think
more Bow s needed in the

PVIf they (referees) let a
shoulder go they're skated,
but players are happy with

poninet.

“We're all in the We
diy s mmneh in the gym
training s (he men.”



Inniscarra a step
above in 2018

AVIU
B Mary Newman

I'HE 2018 sentor championship was a
hugely enjoyable championship, with
inniscarra again getting their hands
an the trophy,

The competition was again spon-
sorid by SE Systems, with the Eveni
Erfio I'l-rl.'-l'l-'!ll.'lh]ﬁ the Player of the Mat
awards, and the interezt in the senior
grade drew Iarge crowds 1o the main
SAITIEE.,

Fourteen clubs and two divisions
were involved and there were o few
surprises along the way, despite Scar.
ra retaining thelr Hile.

The opening round =aw Sarsfields
totally overpower Mallow with Kill-
gagh doing likewise to sentor debu-
tants Valley Rovers,

Cloughduy put champions Inniscar-
a0 the pin of thelr collars before the
holders got home with three points to
S,

Courcoy Rovers edged it with a point
o spare over 5t Catherine’s and Mil-
ford fought back after trailing by aight
points to got the upper hand on Glen
Rowvers.

Ballincollig and Douglng erided lovel
with Ballincellig gaining the upper
hand in the replay while it was a good
apening round for the divisional sides
as Carbery overcame Ballvgsrvan and
Muskerry gof the better of league
winners 5t Finbarr's.

In the backdoor, Douglas and 5t Fin-
barrs played out a cracker that ended
level with Douglas winning the replay
knocking St Finbarr's.

Champions Inniscarra wars favoLr-
ites with another impressive display to
heat Sarsflelds, while Douglas had a
point to Spare over Carbery, Ballvgar-
van defeated Glen Rovers and Courcey
Rovers looked the part against Mus-

kn-.‘r?ayrldunly it was down to elght teams
chasing the title and all four quarter-
finals were excellent. .

Inniscarra were pitted once again
against Cloughduy, Ballincollig faced
Rallvgarvan whilst Killeagh took on a
Courcey Rovers side who were begin-
ning to indicate they could be the dark
haorses of this champlenship. 3

Championship stalwarts Milfor
and Douglas were pitted against each
athar

jscarra were too good for nelgh-

lmll.?rr.:l Cloughduy, though tho l-&u :
didn’t have all thelr own way E'EFIE:
what the scoreline might ELLEEEH'.,- s
the game gntered the final qun.rt-u.l
writs 1-0 1o -5 and upping the tempo -
niscarra closed it out. .

Courcey Rovers were full value

A b it
‘naint victory over Killeag
the&lr}lﬂmg gale made conditions

% Cour-
bath teams but it wag :
ha—:_-;l r_?:::l mastered them and aidad Es
the elements in the opening half set the
tians for their succe=s. s
They led at the interval by six point:
amel thay worked hard and n‘nﬁcﬂlﬂ:;.é
"4 jrilleagh any room o g :
iﬂu];:mrlv.;'r as they contimaed thelr :|rr=1
regaiye march jrito a county sem

T contro] as they led
ﬂmmjlwrcylnﬁﬁﬁmnt the break but @
gies rally had Milford

ouglis
gtrnﬂﬂlﬂ their collars to hold out but

il advanee 2-14 to 2-11.

h E.l}-]l‘;nd,-ﬂw-_;.;gn it late to rtnnr:h:_:lj
rh?[;’:rf 45 they hic three LRAnswEre
" ks o

smrvei“lh:lt the d El:a minutes that
SWUNE mie thisir way.

it was Inwme &Zznd minute they hit
the frent when Trish Buttimer pointed
a placed ball that was to seal victory
and they held out to the full-time
whistle six minutes later to make it

I;h.ﬂﬁ?h
And then there were foue!

Inniscarea sl on course for three
in-a pow, Milford battiing to get hack
on top again and Halllncalllg ancd
Courcey Rovers both chasing thelr
firsg title

Courcey Rovers booked thelr place
in thelr first senior champlonship
final as they defoatod Milford in o
hard-fought clashe

with hoth defenees working hard §1
ok six minutes for & scons to be oegds-
tered Fiona HKeating giving Courdeys
tha Jead Milford took the lead when Re-
heeea Finn connecied on the groumd o
send the ball to the net and with scores

e

Milfiord’s Eimaar 0'Gorman lgdnn inmhrﬂquhﬂrmnnmm of Dowglas
in the SE Systems Cork Camagie championship.

coming thick and fast 1t was 1-8 (o 2-1
as Courceys bl at the break.

Maria Watson cut the deficit toa
podnt within two mintes of the restart
Jacinta Crowley and Emer Watson
swapped secores before Crowley con-
wverted fwioe to push it to three, Emer
Watson had Milford {0 within two how-
ever Courceys opened wp a Mve-point
load with five minutes remaining
when Linda Collins collecied o long
Ball turmed and crashed it fo the net.
Two late Milford polnts and one from
Courceys saaw Coarceys hoeld ont 2-10

Loix 2

I the all 3id-Cork clash championa
Inniscarra set the foumdations for vie-
tory in the opening half as they went 2-

"R to 0-1 ahend of Eallincollig

It was o much tighter second hall
with Innlsearma adbiling just tweo polnts
bt thelr defonce wns supesh eortail-
ing Ballincodlig to three points as [n-
niscarrs ran oul winners 2-10 o 0

Picture Denis Minihase

Niamh McCarthy, Inniscarra tries to aveid a challenge from defender Karyn Keohane, Courcey Rovers, in the last seasen’s camegit

Fhcture: Lamy Camming

@@ The champions’
experience proved
crucial, with Rena
Buckley curbing
Courceys' scorerin
chiefLindaCollinsee

As final day leormed the big guestlon
v coulild Courcey Rovers stop Inniisc-
arra’s march o three in a row or woukd
the hype and excitement of the big day
prove oo mach?

The champbons’ experience proved
crucial, with the likes of Rona Buckley,
Miamh Dilworth, Miamh MeCarthy
and eaptain Treasa MeCarthy keading
the way, sapecially Buckley wlio
curbed Courceys' scorer i chief Linda
Collins for Jong spells,

Winmh MeCarthy caused Erub]e-ms
at the other end for the Mid Cork ouat-
fit. while at mbitfield Katie 0" Mahony
wits magnificent nnd gave a Player of
The Match display Fiona Keating and
Jacinta Crowley hopt the scorebaarnd
ticking for the challengers but wihen
Clatidia Keane's long-range hot hit
the net there wits no way back.

Innlseiarr proved their class affer-
wards o the Munster arena and can
sfill capinre the All-Iredand crown,

Significant
changesto
the grades
last year

B Mary Newman

LAST YEAR saw huge

changes in the grades of com-

peotitions as the proposal of the

county board's executive to

dizpense with the Senior B

grade was unanimously ac-
by the clubs.

Orver the Last few yvears the
ihird adult grade of intermed]-
ate had only had five clobs
battling for the league and
championship titles and with
two chiths sbeking o regradao
down to junior in 2016, the
apd ook action.

1t akeo onsured the winners
of the couniy s second-highest
champlonship went forward
into the Munsier intermediabe
ramks.

A total of 13 clubs were
graded intermedinte and were
divided into throo groups.
Alter some excollent games,
the four clubs that emorged

wire senior B the season be-
fore. Aghbullogie held thelr
composure io the fnal whistle
ai they out Fr 0°Neill's
but Eire Og and Mewcesiown
ended all square before the
E]-uru {earn won Thl:l]! ;ﬂ}ljgw
siTONE S6C -half per-
formance I1.E'|!|'u.-éng'.1h! O take
the tlile against the Mid Cork
rivals in front of a huge crowel.

Having played againsi the
wimdl I the opening half, Bire
Og turned around trailing by
:hrmgrnlnl:.ﬁ. andd through the
second half they worked hard
but it was only in injury time
that they kit the crueial scores
that saw them close the game
out. Machh Ellen Desmoned’s
hand-passed effort to the net,
19 minutes into the second

F 1 eritical.

Aghabullogue's Cliona
Healy hit three points withont
reply to give her side 2 0-8 (o 0-
5 interval bead but With thelr
defence under huge pressure
from the restart Aghabul.
logue werein a fght tosurvive
and three points from Marga-
ret O°H v, Emma Crowley
and Aaifie O"Callaghan had it
back bevel.

The Desmond goald, when
she goaled despite being sur-
rounded by defenders was a
massive moment. To their
credit, Aghabullogue swepl
up-field and won a penalty
when Cliona Healy was foalgsd
after good work by Emma Fla-
nagan and Una Brown set her
3,

However, the resulting pen-
ally was saved by Keeper Ra-
chel Murray and boosted by
this Eire Og battened down
the haiches. Captaln Siohhan
Huichinson, Marie Glecson
and Emma Quigley wers
superh in defence.

A the game enforcd Injury
time nn excellent Emmix
Crowley polnt gave them
breathing space before Marga-
rat O'Herlihy converted a fioe:
and fired over one firom play.

Emma Crowley was named
s Epeiing Eeho Mlayver of the
Match after turning ko an ex-
cellont display s she con-
tribufed four poinis from pliy.

Eire O will rellsh promp-
tion and ook with doncr
to senbor partbclipation in 2019,



1 ots to celebrate at

| CAMOGIE __

B Mary Newman

IT was an evening of Glitz and glamour
in the Rochestown Park Hotel as tho
Cork camogie plavers kicked off their
boots, cast aside hurleys and helmets
and donned ballgowns to celebrate
what has been a tremendons year on
the plaving flelds.

wWith three All-Treland titles, a
national league crowmn, phus a host of
provincial titles won, there were plen-
ty of madals to be presented.

Pride of place went to the county
senlor team, Who once again overcams
Kilkenny in a thrilling final 1o retain
the O'Duffy Cup in dramatic fashlon
with a last-gasp pointed free from Orla
Cotter. The win put Cork two clear af
the top of the all-time leaderboard with
o8 titles to their credit — two more
than Publin.

The seniors were joined by the Divi-
slon 2 side that made it a double in
Croke Park when they capiured a mag-
nificent Intermediate All-Ireland title
with a with 2 win over Down. Earlier in
the season they had retained the Liftle-
woods National League title by over-
coming Westmeath.

The county's minor side made his-
tory as they captared the connty's first
ever title when they overcame Galway
in a thrilling All-Ireland encounter
that got 2018 off to a great start for
Cork:

Also honoured on the nlght were the
County Ul6A and reserve sides. The A
side were crowned Munster cham-
pions whilst both were TURRers-up in
their respective All-Ireland finals. The
Junior team also took Munster hon-
Urs.

A crowd of almogt 400 people ga-
thiered to salute the Camogie chinim-
pions. Joining in the celebrations on
the night were guests that included
Lord Mayor Mick Finn who paid
fribute to the teams, their manage-
ment and especially the County beard
who have worked so hard to make
Cork camogie so strong,

Des Cullinane, children's officer of
the Cork GAA board, congratulated
Cork camogle on their phenomenal
success in capturing the three major
All-Ireland titles in 2008, saying: “Cork
camogbe is a brand leader of Cork GAA
s we hope for closer ties.and greater
aceess to Palre Ui Chaoimh going for-
ward for our camogie teams,”

President of the Camogie Associ-

- ation Kathleen Woods was making her
o e el e fusa ioly first official visit Leeside since assum-
C, i i e = =.'i"'-;"_=-“_ b T - i inﬂ UI“[:EF..LELJ_ Apnl EE[% "-T!i Eﬂl‘.lﬂ'l‘l‘.ﬂl:.lr;
- ) Lt . . ated Cork on a magnificent year bo
Cork players Claire Kingston and Siobhan 0'Donovan, enjoying the Cork Camogie victory night All-Ireland medals presentation event, at the Rochestown Park Hotel. Ln and off the p|§ ying fields. She
praised the hard-working officials and
mentors who continue to work for ci-
5 {n] LS

as Wooids heaped praise on the
players and those who picked up
awards during what was a wonderful
viear for Cork camogie.

Camogie board chalrpersoi Mary
e Sweeney welcomed players, men-
tors their familles and friends as We
as team sponsors New Iralanc he
heaped praise on the players who g
thelr all in pursuit of glory for Cork ca-
mioggie, She also thanked those who are
putting in a huge amount of voluntary
work both at club and county lewel fo
ensure Cork Camogie continues 10

B s - : : : bead the wal
it T Team sponsors New Ireland Insur-
o - _ | ance had a large representation and
. et i ; pocpressid the company's delight 10 ba
involved with Cork camogie.
3. - 14 i F | | 3 Ms Woods presented the players
: 3 | A with their medalz whilst prosentation:
| i v.-»:-r-_r;tlﬂuj-jm.ndu i ﬂ&n foari Mmalkags-
1w the board sars before &
Cork players Rachel 0/Shea, Katie Barry and Keeva McCarthy are all smilles at the All- A mﬂ’iﬁmw b all
il s o o cbatien Pk Batal Picture: David Keane.  present at the R own Park Hotel

]
Yvonne, Ana and Ger Hartnett from Ballincollig, at the Cork Camogie victory night.
o = P B wias



ork camogie night
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Coek players Emma Murphy and Ali Smith,at the Cork Camagie vicls

Picheres David Keane

i

o

Picture: David Kease.  ¢ory players Deirdre 0Reilly and Aidzen Buckley, looking stylish att
Rechestown Park Hotel, Pictewre; Dawid Kea

m— S,

ork players Ellen 0'Regan, Aisling 0'Donevan and

Sarah Ahem at the Paul and Mary Mculty from
ork Camogie victary night. Purture: David Keane,

=

: Rochest qul :I1n and Tem Lenihan, both Ballinora, at the Roc
L et Mm‘;:; ::::,:, town Plzlhtll., Pictare: David Ked

L ]
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- . =7 I. f
hling [“:j:‘{ﬁﬁ;:ﬁ;!h:nd II|;|-i|:-':ur,!.-_ David Keane. presentation event.
ng the Cork Camogie

MchHulty, Castiglyons, attend
Picture: David Keane.  the Cork camogle victory night. Picture: Duved Ke




Camogie

TOMORROW: Littlewoods Treland
Maotionel League: Cork ¥ Tipperary,
The Rage. Zpm

THE #01% camogle season gets
iunderway this weokend with the
Litilewoods Ireland Camagie
Leagues Division 1 throw-in. The
live-sireaming of a minimum of 8ix
pames over the conrse of the national
feague will publicise the game, with
thee final doamn for Xorch 24.

The champions, Kitkenny, have
home advantage to Clare, as they
begin 8o defend thebr title and adm for
four-in-a-row.

Meanwhile, current All-Ireland
champlons, Cork, will travel to T:i[l-
perary in the first clash to be Hves
strepmed by Littlewoods Ireland on
their soclal ehannels. Fans can tune
in live rom 1.45pm on January 30,
across YouTube and Facebook, for
pitch-side reporting from Lauwren
Guilfoyie and commentary from Kill-
lam Whelan and local analysts.

Twelve months age, severe
weather affected both training and
Mixtures. This vear, there have been
nio siech protlems, with felds in good
rick and grass growlh SIRong. H-:'r]!u:'-
(ully, that will continue and the fix-
tures schedule will not be interrupi-
il

Maudie Murrav remains at the
helm in Cork. That was expectod, He
was never poing to walk away with
threée-in-a-row a prospect. Ann
Downey fecls she has unfinished
bueziness, having lost the bust twa All-
Ireland finals by & single point. Bul
unless Kilkenny change their defens-
ive appreach fo games, she'll more
thon likely suffer a third defeat in
2019,

Thank God for Cork and Kllkenny,
They are the only two leams that gon-
erate any fension and excitement in
cimagzie, and that's beegise of the ri-
valry between them, not the hurding.
A we star the 2019 seazon, we're all
hoping for beter entertainment than
ins previouns years

Camogie needs more counties to
radse the bar andd Eive Cork and JKil-
kenny o ran. With a blended team on
Sunday, we should be expecting Tip-
perary to perhaps defeat Cork in the
Bz, bt even with weakened sides,
Cork remained undefeated in their
gron i 2008,

Stronger competilion nationally
and a freer-flowing game are both
redpiired 1o bring a wider audiance to
our game, We harp on so mch about
1t stop/start nature that it's almost
embarrassing.

Marketing can promote how grea
ot game is and the growth we are
witnesaing. but much of the publicity
is false. IVs & case of ‘say it enough
tirees and peaple might believe (i,

The Miness lovel of the girls at sen-
lor inter-county level has improved
massively in the past decade — for
BOME COEin s, anyway vt Fhi

12 hias more stoppges now than i
id 256 years ago. I meet lifelong ca-
gt followers who have no interest

Iﬁnnsnhu 1o inter-county games; thoy

Eilkenny's Miriam Walshe and Meighan Farrell, with Cork's

Add In the fact that many leams,
primaerily Kilkenny, now play de-
fensively and fans and players are
petting less and less buzz from (he
games, The All Ireland finol result in
207 was ton points to nine; in 2018 it
wiis O-14 to 0-13 (15 points Crom fees).
Back in 1082, we hivd 12-p-shde gnmes
with narrower goalposts and low
uprights. That made scoring from
distamce difTiculi, but the score was
Cork 1-20. Wexford 2-8,

oy 200, B¢ wins Cork 4-9, Tipperary
1-8, I B2, thie resuli wies Woxford 3
1%, Cork 3-6, Where have the goals

gone? There is nothing like the buzz
sipporters get from a net-ratiling in
an All-Ireland final.

Amy O'Connor gave a great inter-
view during the week. She stated that
camogie has become “boring to play
and boring to watch™, When a player
says that the pames are getting bor-
ing to play in, we really do have a
serious proddem.

Cork have two challengo games be-
himnd them, against Limerick and C4-
faly, nnd again new players ane being
tested, Niamh MeCarthy won't b
available for Cork until Innizcarra

Hannah Looney, in last year's camogie league final.

Camogie not at its
best, despite hype

Ficture: IRFHORyan Byme

finish their All-Ireland bid, which
may take thoem all the way to the final
in March.

Siobhan Hutehinzon, Cliona
Healy, and Laura Hayves are thres ad-
ditional players that Cork manager,
Paudie Murray, is looking at blend-
ing in during the league. Katrina
Mackey is out fior Sunday with a back
injury, but these aren’t issues during
the beague, as seasoned players give
way for younger players to gain ex-

rience. There are no retiremenis

m the team, which ook back-to-
bmck All-Irefand tithes in 206

Picture: IMPHO/Dan Shenidan

@@ Amy O'Connor
gave a great
interview. She said
camogie was
'boring to play and
boring to watch' @@

Giroup 7; Glars, Dublin, Kikenmy, Lissstc, Dfsly.
Growp 2 Cork, Gakeay, Tipparsny, Wilerond,
Waidord FINTURES:
Jdnnuary 20c Kikenny v Claig, Ofialy v Limisck,
W"'m Wanford v YWahirdoed
January 26 Gao v Oftaly, Kikonny v Dabln,
Gork v Wosford, Tipperary v Glalery

2; Umarnith v Clire.
Febiwary 3; Dublin v Olaly, Cork v Wasariond,
Galway ¥ Wasdcad
Enbrisary 17: Dulslin v Limornick, Oilaly v Kfleify
Winteriord v Gabvay, Wadond v Tippeiany.



Waterford star Rockett
fies doctors and pain

for the love of thegame

L CAMOGIE |

OPhillpLanigan

w:her::y i mﬁ for your
ond clazs,

‘I remember when 1 was
ing in the early ymgm'fm
to give two or three euro to pay
for the lights. Going away toa
Championship match, you'd be
told, “vou can either have a bus
or & meal”™. It's not the county
board’s fault, there just wasn't
any money. It hard when
irs COSHNE you to ay camogie.’

was when Waterford were

starting out on their All-Irefand
Journey. After the breakthrough
of a junior title in 2011 and the
further building block of inter
medinte success in 2015, last
Year saw a milestone —
appearance in an All--
Ireland senior qusee |
EEI'.'-I"uE!;_i. lek:“ WS ﬁ
oneof four plavers
from the team nomil- \

Beth Carton honoured
a3 the county’s first
senior winmer.

MNow?

On Teesday nights,
the camogie team
E'HI-IHEH 0T
on the WIT sports cam-
pus alongside the
county senior hurlers.

They share a meal afterwards

with the lilkes of Austin Gleeson
and Jamie Barron. For someone

who grew up idolising Ken
M:Grathﬁ;r.E aﬂ-lgnr-n how far
camogie come for Rockett,
whose father Eddie hurled for
the county and whose brother
represented Munster in Eail-
Eﬂﬂup football competition
featured on the famous
Waterford team that beat

Eerry
in a Munster Tnder-21 foothall

fimal.
‘A lot of us are fiends with
5 on the men’s team, We're
using the same Facilities on o

Tuesday night and, after, both of

us o for food. It makes you feel
like you're on a par with them,

For some of the girls who are 16,

17 and 18, this is all they know."
Money is still tight, with play-
ers helping to contribute to fund

raising aln; vities, whether Us
donning fancy dress costumes
for a night at WE‘M pug_h—
ing sports I compe
lE«DEEI.s. But Rockent explains how
‘part of our funding is dedicated
towards getting a profile for the

game’.
On Monday, she was at the

(FReilly Theatre in Dublin's city

centre to launch the 2019 Little-

woods Ireland Ca it
and the *style of play mllw

which will see a minimum of six
games live streamed over the
course of the co tition.
Emugi!mﬁiphﬁﬂ d l':b{uﬂé:r [TRAT
higher 12 and & 3
ket share and Rockett feels that

2t e v s i P e m ey T 5508 LETET

Cliona Foley

she's only 25 and already has
a decade-worth of inter-
county service, but Niamh
Rockett probably shouldn't be

ing in sec-

GPA are trying to push make it

happen.'

Szafwh needs to

medernise, both in terms of the

rules and its traditions, pointing

o the defensive stalemate of tast
Cork-Ki decider

YIS ;
*There are still massive strides
to be made. Last yvear's All-Tre-
land final was mot a good spects-
d.u.ilmnn‘t%guﬂd showcass
; all

for camigie. re doi

these wmﬁ% vou
can't & in camogie. As
much as eshﬁmrmurf};
ETEeEs are Fu e,

are anly ref mﬂ rules.

“iWe have to wear skorts. We
tried to vote it ouf, to po for
shorts, but it didn't get through
congress. It definitely needs to
change. Camogie netds 1o
under the same bracket as hurl-

Her

own story is one of dely-
ing medical science and opin
Now 25, she wasd only 16 when
slve was told by o consultant that
ammult:p]?mprnhltm_l‘nr
SOMEHNE

hockey, oo WMTWHE
going to leave her in o whesl-
chair by the time she kit 30, 'He
told me we peed te break your
i:hnmwrdru]!gmhem.ﬁuthuf

2.

‘He wanted to put me ina
wheelchair when I was 16. It was
a lot to take on. My father being
arnhbwirn as well said, "we'll wait

playing camogle at all for herleftkn

Waterford, whose 2018 Little-

ationnl  throughber PE stwdies so this

woods Ireland HNa) second prognosiz also had
misalve carger implleations,
“Tho doctor zaid; ‘I think their first senior All-Ivetand
quarier-final last summer,
but also glve ee the necoss-
ary skack whenowver shi Beeds

At GPENer is an away trip
o Weecford on Sunday.

laying

B ﬂj;;—? Ei[ﬁﬁ'nt]:;:ﬂ and voujust eed to give np sports
i rie with school, elub, or yow'll never b a FE toach-
i the er. You'll be in o wheelchair
by the time you're 30." it.
That :Lhn i= nﬁtﬂly TLlll
laving but recolved an All- n

eaded to be B g!a} m%mlnnl]un]ast_mn
and will capialn the Ddisethis.  again
Es volumes about  on that limp ouf there',”™ says

Rockett. langhing.

Howewver, real perapect|ve
wiad wdd e §n the past yeir foo

hookey, s0C

wavinee and county,
:':]‘l:::red i Annes forward
vas told that both her knees

e-aligned if she wanted to
antinue playing spoart.

Four years later, when a ﬂ
pecific match Injury forced
e B g

Hinte — "they took partofmy
.Enmts!:rlng and pulled it

BEAr Spen

ockett’s charactor and, she
: frie- mﬁ_n:hur.'tlimt. “the stubhars
: ” kgﬁ.ﬂ-jms‘;nrts neas” she inheritad fom her
ion at the dad Eddie, also an Inter- g;-' a traghe loss in Blackwater

3 -_usur‘l. otk b uI;Jnlﬂl:u|Jl|mllj.'hSl:}m:In':liIi whiere

: 1t& Ly a1 now leaches.
pocap 10 F""“g?ﬁ Bhig,!' III'I."-’I-hESTEHm'n

e e v m el has boepd her going with

Dian

constant knos-steengthening
el T

She was already hall-way gﬁuﬂg grateful also for the Wﬁd‘ﬂlﬁ:ﬂﬁm:

county management team of |reland's Bstyleofplay

Donal O'Rourke and Shane

» wWhi led Wabarford b

t; 'she's sore m
‘she’s going to the physio
*oor ‘shie's anly paiting

"We had a child who sadly
passed mway from caneor, She

medical
agvice

unti] you're 18 at least and see
what the stonis", ' was told to
Bive it up then, 1 wasn’t %ll;;"h'tn
T
teacher, It's my
“What kind of PE teacher can’t
walk in their 305" I played on,
did a bit of physko, wenk to a chi-
ropractor, got other opiniens."
She won & junior All-Ireland in

of. Couldn’t jog for 14 months. |
1 went to another doctorin |
Santry, he todd me, don't play
agradn, you can’t play, He said,
Knees of a 60.year.otd. Thats
BE3 0l & |
hiow bad your el knee 15, [ was
in loads of pain. [ went down to
Diecian ivan, the Cork
GAA physio, He put it in my
hﬁng that I could get back play-

u?h&mn an intermediate All-
Iretand in 2015,

MNow?

“On supplements and paln-kill-
ers.’

Permanentiy®

Al the time. 1 could be up all
night, not able to 5 L. There is
no masssaging it, rubb it=
nathing vou can do. Just this
constant ache. You can't ice it or
get the swelling down.'

Yot in 2018 the v
was pominated for an All-S{ar

Waterlord's cam staris
this afternoon with an openin
league pame away to

HRockett has a simple Brget

for the year ahead: “We want to
be up with the best this year.
We're oot lngu:lvcuqn:im that
It's mot just about having one

B0 Lk
nﬁ}rfmmthme ta dlefy the

Hiamh Rockett at the

campaign for the
Hational Camagie

: [0ian Sheridan

wits mad [nte sport
i had toget her log
“1 gat jeers off Ihn:lgkrla., pmputated. How

A5 or  lacky am | that I can
still play? | never take that for
gramfed.

“Yes, | mightn't bo 100%,
bt 'l Keep playing untl] 1
can’t anymore and, when [
finksh, it's going to be on my
own terms, That's why | go to
the gym six-days-a-week and
B Hp el to get my selwsal
work done and then go io the
hall-wall.”

~“fan. 20/9

Pain no barrier to Waterford Rockett

had eroded the cartilage in

All-Ireland junior and in-
termediate ttles in 3011 and
2006, respoctively, vielded

Waterford thelr senbor status.
They only miszed out on a
Teagpe semi-final Lst year by
score difference, and the pin-
nacle of their breakthrough
voar was that All-Irelnmd
guarter-final agaknst Tipper-
ary, Yob that jame rankies, as

A NIGHT OF CELEBRATION: Cork players Ciara O'Sullivan, Cliona 0'Leary, Laura Deyle and
Murphy at the camogie victery night and All-Ireland medals presentation event
at the Rochestown Park Hotel last night.

Picture; David Keane

the accasion and surreand-
ings — their first gama In
Biiire Uf Chaoimh == got o
them. Mow, they're ho 14
kick on in & tough league
groap that ales fnclsdes Cork,
Galway and Tipperary.
Fochett zees rrizss off
the pltch too. The Camogle
Asseciation will stream six
games Hve this season
(five more thin Bast year and,
onc-aswerk; her feam tralns
nnd wats alongside the county
senior hurlers in Carrigan-
are, @ now parity which has
added to their self-esfeam.”
afie agrees the 2008 All-lre-
Eamd semior final “wasa't o
good spectacle™ amd that de-
fenslve sel-ups are turnlng
soHmE games iato free-taking
shootouwls, bl sleesses Waler.
ford are different. “We go out
and try to win mgﬁ:m%
don't 1ey to just dofond and,
contain leams. We mi
i sk el nkwaiys
tey b gpe ok nnd wins® s



Cork 0-10
Tipperary 0-7

A BETTER second-half performance
saw Cork win thelr opening feague en-
counter against Tipptrary at the Ragg
yestorday.

For all Tipp's good first-hall play,
led by the likes of Megan Ryan and
Shauna Quirke, once Cork stepped up
a gear in thi second half they wers U=
ahle to live with them.

Cork showed enough to know they
are going to be ane of the sides to beat
again this year, with the likes of Orla
Cotter, Ashling Thompson and
Gemma O'Connor in good form.

Add in an impressive display from
Briepe Corkery when she came on al
half-tinie, and it's golng to talke g good
abide 1o stop thom.

But this was only their first league
puting and there is a 1ot to do before
making the qualifying rounds of the
leapie, not to mind championship.

Miamh Treacy openéd the scoring
for Tipperary, with Cotter replying
from a free for Cork. Cotter set up
Anda Colling for the Rebels” socond
polnt, before o magnificent long-rangs
effort from Eimear Lowghman had
Tipp level again, with 10 minutes gone.

Four minutes later and they were
awarded a penalty when Guirke was
fouled by Aokfe Murray, with Devane
deciding to put the ball over the bar
rather than going for goal,

Despite belng the bettor of the two
gides, Tipp couldn’t shake the Rebels
ofl and Cotber had them back on Jevel

s again, o a ds.

With four minutes to half-time,
Cotter scored from another free, to
ke it -4 to 0-3.

But Tipp finished the half sirongly,
with Devane equalising and then inacd-
dittonal-time, she put them back in
front frorn o free, &s they Ted 05 (o 0-4
ot hali-time.

Cork were back on bevel borms eardy
in the secend half, when Cotler was on
target again and with 43 minules gomne
ghe put theim in front, 0-6 to 0-5.

Treacy had the sides level again, bui

amad early on vesterday you counld tell.

thelr next garme,

of the
for now,

o and ultimat

traingd on a plich

This group knows how to win games at

THERE are not too many trophies won in January
ane Cork mne really only just back training.

Like other years, in a formula that has worked,
ihey have vt to lake to the piteh for training sessions

But manager, Pandie Murray, knows what he is
doing at this stage, and he was well aware that real-
istically the only thing to matter vesterday was pel-
ting the two points on the beard and preparing for

He won't begatting corried away with thelr im-
proessjve second-half display, nor will he be overly
comcerned with their poor, by thelr standards, frst-
halfone, Hio will b lmulngtn make tho latter stages

i ey drive on from there, bui
o wis happy to tnke the points yestorday

1l move on,
Wo have nothing dope really and we baven't
feh et =0 far, W had two challengo

E Ty T, TETE T

Cait Devane challenges Laura Hayes uf Cork in yesterday's

a great ball from Cotter set up Libby
Coppinger for a point and from here
they never lost the lead again,

Cork could have had a goal with 48
minutes played, but Orla Cronin was
fouled as she bore down on goal, with
Cotter pointing the resultant free.

Campion pulled a point back for
Tipp, but points from Sigerson and
Cronin ensured the Rebels ran out
winners, a game they deserved to win.
Searers for Corks O/ Geder 046 (-4 1, 0-14%), L Col-
Bnz, L Coppingar, G Sigeson, O Gronin -1 sih.
Tipperary: G Davang (-3 (0.2 L 01 penl; N Treacy
-2, E Loughman, M Gampion 0-1 gach,

F}H‘“r #-EHurru':.". L ﬁ'%.ﬂmlﬂ. L‘l'rnr:'l'. L Himyes; l:
8 schrsen 8 Groin, AO'Conree; O
Cofies. L Coliea C Hasly

BWI!HGMWSE!SHMMSWIF
1S Hoaly:

TIPPERARY: I Bourks: J Burke, G Geabe, £ Lough-
man; G Chuirke, M Campion, A MoG:am; W Ryan, E
E < & [k, J Grce, © Woksagh: C Devans,
M Troacy, L Lessyhmena.

Subs: M Walsh Toe J Burko, A Loughnans for
Grace, E McDonnd tor G Dovars, (5 O'8en for G
MiciGragh.

Rol: Ay Koly (Kidam). day.

REALTI
B Rory Noonan

Sotter points the
way for Rebels

reland Camogie League Division 1 tie at The

matehes go that's all we have done on a pitch and you

poild see it there In patches

fort, bul | also thought that we
back into ii.

thiz stmge.

Ty the Mipst-hal we played a bit to0 much SWmmer
type hurling but in the second-half we went & bt
more direct and 1 think we wers better in that half.

“Cpadit to the girls they always put in A massive ef-
nicked a litthe bit in
the last 10 minutes before half-time and left them

“Othor than that [ thought we managed the game
very well and thiz group knows how to win games al

“Orla was spot on from frees as usual and I think
Briege made a difference when she come on at half-
time, But Iook there 1= a Tong way to go and today wis

Ficture: Kpane

x
! el

Ashling Thompson bursts through to drive the stiotar down field against Tipperary yester-

Picture: INPHO/Bryan Keane,

this stage of season’

about ensuring we put two points on the hoard and
move on. T would always be hoping to pick up a few
players in the league to add to the championship
squad and we are hoping to reach the semi-final of
the league as this keeps us playing.

“If you don't there 18 a long gap hetween when yol
end vour league campaign and start the champion-
ship so we will be hoping to get to the semi-final to
keep them ﬂlai'lnt

“Hut overall I'm happy with today, but like all,
sides, we have plenty of work to do in the weeks s
months alead, " coneluded Paudie. "

And if anyone thinks that Paudie or Briege have
any sorts nra?naﬂmn all vou had to see afterwards

af them

was the two a spegtators car when
her hattery had gone flat, i

Corkery oven ju inte the driver’s seat to help
jump start it when the owner was a little unsure of
what to do!



Cork survive stern examination from Tipp

Famogle Linda Collins soon movedthe  quarter, with Cotter and  on the front foot earfy onand  Beth Carton's increasin
o ' g well at corner-forward.
Daragh O Conchg Rebels in front. Treacy providing the pick of though Reisin Bagley and profile, and that of camogio in  Skipper Niarmh Rackett's goal
ir to o Pperary then began - the scores from play, but  Amy Keating settled Clare . was jlustrated by hal;i-a-d them to 1-T to 0-3 inter-
All-Treland champlons Cork E&hmﬁiur' thanks chiefly to  Cark then uppead gearsdown  nerves, a Gaule goal from a  the Déise’s first ever AllStar  val Jead.
surviveda stern sxaminario Vane's ball accu-  the harne t with Libby nalty just before the break  being named WLE/Granville Anafs Curran's goal ro-
from Tipperary to gat the e  LooYs e Hosts led (-5 10 04at EO&’FWEW- Chlse Sigerson it1.6 1603 n their favour, Hotel Watorford GAA Award  duiced the margin bo two with
Litt Ireland Camogie it p k. & margin which and Orla Cronin all pointing. The Bannerwomen refused  winner for 2018 last weekend. 20 minutes Jeft but they failed
League Division 1 campal could have been greater had Kilkenny pot their bid fora  to be cowed by that setbackor ~ And she showed just why  to score agaln while Carton
off o & Winning stapt {u-p?uﬂ Devane not opted for a point  fourth consecutive title ofTto  the vaunted opposition and  with nine points as the Donal g the gap at the
““?}qﬂ'l'hnﬂaﬂ i rm}?:n:mmalm Coolimtie ummﬂnﬁwtwfﬁﬂu rﬁi;rltlfdjminm[mwu e:r’u D‘Hnu::aﬁtj:dm !-'I.II“I-'!'I.'HIin m% :
Niamh Trea ' goalkeeper were hard - charges to just three points Wexford third-quarier ra Cagimhe Costelloe was the
oy capitalised  Burke was rock solid under ful Clare before leaving the  on the restart from Player of  to prevail by 1-13 to 1-5 at 5{ star for Limerick with two

an a I‘“’Uﬂtlﬂmngetn ive  the high ball in th 7 E:r

the at opening  John Lockes nd in Cal- “the Year Anne Dalion, Gaale. Patrick™s Park in Ennds-  lnte palnis and nine i iotal
ﬂu'h[:'fﬂ“&;fﬁr ki:“rﬂigﬁl e 7:':: o o pi e t5(l-9t00.7).  and Morrissey. corthy. iy the %nhgn:nn;t?:rs left Ei
%mw the “m nf'. mlﬂﬂ. restart. Denise G‘-ﬁl.llﬂ. Michalle Indeed Clare took 1hi sees Five of those scores I H]’I'Iﬂﬂi'l‘ﬁ. Bﬂnﬂ.ﬂhﬂl with i 1-

; The teams weee lovel on @6 Guilty and Danielle Morris- il : g . wmp .
her six points te level and aplece entering the last njhr:ﬂ thi Bhn;mnﬁu Tmé,rﬁ Eﬁ g A &?ﬂhﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂ l!fl;r# bl l;!wr i
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Cork’s Amy 0"Connar shields possession fram Tipperary’s Lawra Loughname in yesterday's Littlewoods breland
wmmﬁmlm.m”ﬂﬁﬁuu—r{immﬂ = Phcture: INFHOBryan Keane

{5 35Egho honours our ladies sport stars 5%,

nﬂl'.nﬂm.-“ﬂ"“""“ award; Sanita Puspure, Ladies Sport Star of the Year sward winner and Gemma 0'Connar, Spegial

mmitmmmwmmrmmmmm : Sew




Liam Heylin

GAA All-Sitar camogie
player Ashling Thompson
appeared before Cork Dis-
triet Court vesterday on
charges of assaulting
two young women at the
Secret Garden nightelub in
Rearden's in Cork almost a
VeI ARD,

The 2t-yvear-ald arrived at
the courthouse, on Anglesea
atrect, Cork, with her solici-
tor, Eddie Burke, for the
'hrh-fhmﬂnﬂg.

She face cnur;zz-n of ag-
saulting Aoife Q'Flaherty
and assaulting Jennifer
Coakley, both contrary to
Secthon 2 of the Mon-Fatal O
fences Against the Person
Act, on February 25, 2018, at
Secret Garden, Rearden's,
Washington 3t, Cork,

Initinlly, she also feced the
more serions chargoe,
conirary to'Section 3 of the
game mact, namely assauli

Cork camogie player Ashling Thompson is accused of assaulting two women in a rﬂgltduhin{wtaimnﬂﬁmm

- Picture: Daragh McSweeney/Cork Courts Limited

Cork camogie star Thompson
faces two assault charges

g =

Ashling Thompson playing for Cark at Pairc Ui Rinn in 2017,

cauzing harm to Jennifer
Coakley. However, this
charge was dismissed,

In order to prosecute a
case of causing harm, it is
necessary to prodiee medi-
cil evidence of the alleged
harm. In this case, St Gear-

Picture: INPHO/C2bal Hoonan

did Davis explained: “We
have been unable to get
medical records on the Sec.
tion 3 charge.”

The sergeant went on (o
gay that the State would
apply to withdraw that
charge, Judge Olann Kel-

leher agreed to an appli-
cation by Mr Burke to dis-
mizs the charge.

In effect, that left Ms
Thompson facing two
charges of simple assault,
charges that are dealt with
at district court level and
not by indictment at the cir
cuit court. Mr Burke, solici- |
tor, appliied for a copy of |
Garda statements on the two
aszauli ¢ =, *

Judge Kelleher then
adjourned the case until
February 18 for that to be
done, When the matter
comes before the court ina |
month's time, it will then bea |
hﬂ“t;ﬂm the defence I
pleas of guilty or not guil
mﬂlng entered, ity

MpSGh Wis captain of
the Cork camogie team that
won the 0'DufTy Cup in 2015,

She has two ALl
and three All: ﬁmn%
medals, won her Mil-

ford club in north Cork.

IS ain

id on
Win over
Tipperary

® Mary Newman

TOMORROW
Littlewoods Div 1 Mational
League; Cork v Wexford;
2pm, Venue: TBC.
WEXFORD travel to Cork in
search of & win alar losing out
in their opening gamea to Waler-
ford By eight paints whilst Cork
30 info this clash on the back of
a thraa-point win over Tipper-

any. 2

Wiilsl Paudie Murray will be
first to acknowledge his side had
it fough there is no doubt but that
tha will stand to Cork,

S2amMS 10 ba in S0rme-
what of a transitional tima thess
last few years and it has not
l""l'lﬂ'lﬁr:;llﬂ'lrs that thay have
yet o B MAnager,

Last season Martin Carey was
at the halm but he siepped down
after Christmas the coun-

withoul & successor and now

are finding i dificult to get

Two wins in last year's league
campaign weren't ancugh or
good enough for a county who
reached such gr i
thiy will be heoping that
they can turn their forfunes:
araund and progress o the fatier
stages of the compatition, i

Having lasi out fo Waterford
Hlew and 55 hay Wil be bong

)
for an improved perlormancs
this weekend and with hard

Fy I
and Tipperany every gams i vital
1o them,

They will be minus sevan of
Ehiir Pl videds lineir Gudl in the Al
Ireland club semi-final against
Cork's Innéscarra on Sunday,

Cosk fielded teebes of their All
irafand wirning team fast wee-
kend and il was a strong stale-
ment of infent from the Cork
managemant who in tha past
have not bean as strong in the
earflier stages of the lsagua. It
shows the daterminalion thal is
in the side and i was great to sea
players such as Gemma O "Con-
nor and Acile Muray in the star-
ing ling out. Marked abaant were
the Mackey's Pamela and Ka-
triona whilst Jufia White was also
& Mo Shnrbie

Threa of the Alklraland win-
ning intermediate side wara
handed stars with Laura Hayes,
Siobhan Huichinson and E-'im'iu
Healy all nailing dywn places in
the gtarting 15.
roured on wes Buiegs Contary

a5 was

and with plenty of strength on his
bench, we can Immmmﬂl':
SOiNG Mo players
termadiate side introduced as
the league progresses,
Saying that this side is still
ﬂrtmll:h Built around the ex-

rienced peronmers and with
Eelq Cotter again leading the
way thal Cork rose bo the chal-

hﬁlil‘g at half time 0-5 1o 0-4
ihey showad their strength o,

canre oul a win that whilst not set
e world on fing was _r
& win on st

them up nicely with a gama
inst Waterford to come on
“rd and & trip away o,
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Sacred Heartdon't miss a beat

Clon school in control all the way through decider

MUNSTER COLLEGES FINAL

repartsitom
Lamahon

SACRED HEART
CLONAKILTY

STMARY'S
MIDLETON 2-0

NEVER hieaded over the course
of the hour, Sacred Heart See-
ondary School Clonakilty ran

1-10

ourcomfortable winners over 52 .

Mary's Midleton in the Munster
colleges’ junior B camaogie final
ar Mahon on Satrday.

The result earned the West
Cork students o first-ever pro-
vincial tithe, and their historic
triumph was built upon a rock-
like rearguard in which Emma
O Driscoll and team skipper
Daire O Brien cxcelled in the
central positions.

Drlsmllwasnwnlabhm-
lossus ar full back in the first
half, doing most to ensure that
Sacred Heart's advantage wics
pever seriously threatened after
they had made the carly run-

ning-

They were three points to the
good irside seven minates, with
classy corner forward Eimear
'Brien bagping all of their
scores, two from frees, before
adding another from a placed
ball midway through the apen-
ing period.

Along with O'Brien, Macve
Kingston and Millie Condon
made their presence felr up
fromt or the winners eardy on,
and Kingston proved her worth
again when delivering a preci-
sion cross that led e O'Brien
grabbing a goal in the 24th
minute,

O'Brien’s strike sent Sacred
Heart's prospects S0aring. even
if they didn't exaetly dominate
territorially in the f[rst hall
when centre back Al Smith,
midficlders Aoife Healy and Ra-
chel Looney and roaming wing

O Star: Dafne CrBrienand
Ehﬂuﬂ'ﬂrm'nmm
contenders ha the MYP ating.
Bit Ermima O Driscoll was o
tewwer of shrength at fullback tor
Sared Heart

Star moment: Snsad McCan-
thy's save early inthe second
haI'FnhmESa:rEHHEE'HD

Forwiard Abmee Morgan showed
upwell for 5t Mary's.

With Emma O'Drescoll lord-
ing matters at the edge of the
square however, Sacred Heart
coped admirably with the
pregiuire until corner forward
Lilly Hayes-Mally goaled for
St Mary's in the 25th minute,
expertly finishing Ali Smith's
long-range free to the net.

That left the East-Cork girls
T4 to 1-00 adrift at the interval,
but Sacred Heart came up with
most of the answers on the re-
sumption, although'it took a
fimee save by competent custodi-
an Sinead MeCarthy 1o prevent
Grace Rooney from shooting
anaother goal for St Mary's imthe
25th minute.

Eimear O'Brien had opened
Sacred Heart's second-half ac-
count prior (o that, and they

“remain Femly in the l:l"whgsﬂ'r.
Talking paint: Semi-finalsts for
£l past S SRESONS, I goes
without saying that Sacred
Higart wiran't winning out of
furn o this socasion.

What's nexi: Sacred Hoart will
begin their quest for AB-Ineland
Elory nexk monti

steadlilystretched the gapin the
third quarter.

Anna Flynn, much more [n-
valved following & mave from
full-forward to the left wing,
Daire ©°Brien, from a long-
itde Eimear O Brien were allon
target before Lydea Suton got
in o the scoring act, pouncing
for o point after Caoimbe Mur-
phy had brought the best out
of Midleton goalkeeper Ellen
Hayes-Mally.

[t was 1-i0mo 1-0 afier Eimear
'Brien converted apother ree
at the three-quarter stage, and
the writing was clearly on the
wall for St Mary's at that junc-
ture.

To their eredit, they refused
to give up the ghost, pressing
hard in the closing stages when
centre-back All Smith was re-
deploved a1 full forward in a bid
1o boost thelr formunes up front.

Again, however, the Sacred
Heart defence stood firm, with
the result that St Mary's didn't
add to their tally wntil Aimde
Morpan, the loser’s most ac-
complished performer overall,
found the net virnsally on the
girake of full Eme.

Daire CFBrien stood out at
cenire back for Sacred Heart in
the secomd hall when defend-
ers Kate O'Donovan and Kellie
O'Gorman, and midfielder Jes-

sica McCarthy were otheérs to

B ot il
e FN Ne

{Fhotos Trewor Patchett)

Mmﬁmmwmmim
the St Mary’s defence.

contribute generously to what,
in the final analysis, was an ex-
cellent team performance.

Scorers

Sacred Heaet: E OBrien -7 [40.4
Ehynm, D OBeten (1), L Suttan (-1
each

StMary's: L Hayes-Naliy. A Mar-
ganl-Oeach

Sacrod Heart: 5 McCarthy (Ba-
Enascarthiylk & OBrien (Chonakity ),
E ODriscoll{ Ennisheane ], & Con-
don (Balinascarthy K O'Danovan
(kibree], [ OBen (Enniskeanc), K
OfGorrman (Clanakity ) | MeCarthy
[Barryroe), M Murphy (Kibres);

L Suttan{Clanakiity ), C Murphy
(o}, b Condlon (Bainascart byt
b Kingston {do ), & Fhynada, ) E.

OFBrienlErniskeans].

Subs: 5 Fatwell [Balinascarthy)
for Sutton, (471, K Notan | Clonak-
b ior Mburpbry (551

St Mary's: £ Hayes-hally (Cas-
tlermartyr kS Dignam (Kleaghl,
A Harty (Casthemariyr) 0 Evands
(hdicletonl; L Mur phy { Durg cur -
noyl, & Smith{Aghada), |Keegan-
OCannel (Miditan); A Healy

[ Aghads], G Roaney (Fr ONear sk
EEQI;M#MLT].S Ml:f'-ul.illil-:I
leagh), A MorganiCastiemartyr)
M O'Connos (KBeagh), E Cronin
{Aghacia), L Hayos-Mally (Cas-
thernartye,

Subs: B Leany (Aghada) for C
Cronint 3}, K Brien for Evans
:Hﬂreﬂ.mh £ Cronin far E Crocin
Rtk

Reoferee A Walksh (St Vincem's),

Thrilled Mulcahy hails magnificent team performance

BY NOEL HORGAN

HUNGER was a huge mativating fec-
tor for Sacred Heart said team man-

ager Ciarin Mulcahy as he reflected

on their comprehensive win.
i out that the Clonakilty Col-

s knocking hard on the
mhﬂ:ﬂt:ﬁgmw for the past ﬁ::.-u.-
pulcahy felt the girls carried ‘a
Jor of hurt” into the game, particularly
dtmu-hnw:rr:mnhrsa;elhm:

“They knew this was going to be their
Inst chanee, so they really putin a huge
cffort this season, and they got the
rewnrd they deserved today,” Mulcahy
said. ‘It was a faniaestie performance,
and in a kw-scoring game, you'd have
oo sy ot backs were excellent,

“The girls hunted in packs, and,
whibe there were seme outstanding
individual digplays, it was essentially a
magnificent team effort,” he ressed.

Mulcaly revealed he was reasonably

confident going into the gome, given
that Sacred Hear had already beaten
S Mary’s in the group $iage.

We kmew we were in with a great
chamoe, but, atthe same timae, you have
10 be wary and respeciful of any op-
pasition gong intea Munster final,' he
sail. "o win Munster was always po-
img to be our goal this season, and we'll
bre in homus territory when we play the
Dublin champions in the All-Irelamd
series in pwo or three weeks' time,

“We'll be piving It our best shot,
and 1 feel we have a very solid squad,
sy hopefully it will go well for us.” he
stated.

Limerick mative Mulcahy made no
attempt to disgukse how immensely
satisfying it i 1o have steered Sacred
Heart 1o a provincial ttle, although be
was quick to play down the significance
of his contribatica,

"W do a lot of training at school, bt
i1 the clubs arcuncd West-Cork that do

the bulk of the work with these play-
ers, and | want o acknowledge their
input, bécause my job just managmg
the team i3 much easier,” Muolcahy
expiained, ‘Tve been teaching in Clon:-
akilty for the pass seven years, | really
enjoy working with the camagie team,
and this win means as much 10 me 25
what happened in Croke Park lase Au-
gusy.” Muleahy admiteed in reference
to Limerick’s first AllIreland senjor
hurling siecess sinee 1973, |



BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR

L-IRELAND champions

survived an extremely
stern examination from Tip-
perary to get their Linlewoods
[reland Camogic League Divi-
sion 1 campaign off to a win-
ning start, 0-10 to O-T at The
Ragg,

Tipp are looking to build on
a progressive 2018 under Bill
Mullaney, when they reached
the last four of the champion-
ship. Cork ended their aspira-
tions and went on to complete
a famous three-in-a-row but
there wis enough evidence here
to suggest that the Premicrs
will prove a tough nut to crack
for any opposition in the year
ahead.

Miamh Treacy capitalised
on a loose clearance to give
the hosts an early lead bur All-
[reland final heroine Orla Cot-
ter slotted the first of her six
points to level and Linda Collins
moved the Rebels in front.

Tipp were able 1o hold their
own in the physical exchanges
and Ciit Devane was accurate
from placed balls, as they went
in at the imerval leading by 0-5
to -4, It might have been even
better bur Devane opted for a
point from a penalty.

Their goalkeeper Canimhe
Burke was rock solid wnder
pressureunder the high ball on
a number of sccasions in that
opening period and was just as
ol in the second half, denying
Collins a goal with one excellent
intervention.

The teams were level on 0-6
apiece cntering the last quarier,
with Cotter and Treacy provid-
ing the pick of the scores from
play, but Cork showed why they
are so difficult to overcome,
four points in the context of
the overall rrend of the pame a
significant yicld in thart closing
period,

Cotter set up 5t Colum’s club
woman Libby Coppinger for a
seore and then slotted a close-
in free, before Chloe Sigerson
and Enniskcane club star Orla
Cronin sealed the verdier,

Cork are home to Wexford
this Saturday, o 2pm.

Scorers

l:u'::.:n Cotter 0-6 (41, 45),L Col-
e, L. Coppinger, C Sigerson,
Cronin 0-Teach

Tipperary. C Devane 0-3(2f,0-1
pend,M Treacy 0-2, E Loughman, M
Camgkan=1cach,

ork off to winning start

Cork's Briege Corkery undser
pressure from Tipperary s

lenny Grace during the Lit-
tiewoods Ireland Camogie
Leapgue Division T game at The
Rags on Sunday.

Corker A Murray: L OrSaslihvan L
Treacy, L Hayes:HLooney, G
O'Conner, C Sigerson: A Thomp-
s, L Coppingen; S Hutchinson,
D Crenin, A O'Conmar; O Cotter. L
Cofing, C Healy,

Subs: B Carkery for S Hutchingan,

S McCarthy for C Healy,
Tipperary: C Bowrkie: | Burke. G

Grace, E Loughman: C Cusirke, M
Camplon, A McGrath, M Ryan,
E Fripday: S Quirke. | Grace, C
McHieagh CDevane, N Treacy, L

Subs: N 'Walsh for ) Burke, A
Loughnane for J Grsce, E McDon-
aldfar C Devane G O'Brienlor C

cogh
Referee: Ray Kely (Kildare),

CHLLIIC HUSS HUTEL
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The Cork team that beat Tipperary in the league opener.

CAMOGIE DIV 1GROUP 2.
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Imﬁscarrai |
closeinon

All-Ireland
appearance

CORE and Munster camogie
champions Inniscarra are on
the hunt for All-Ireland hon-
AITS.

After congquering their coun-
ty and province, next up is an
All-Ireland club senior semi-
final against St Marin's at WIT
this Sunday, at 2pm.

After beating Courcey Hovers
in the county final, Inniscarra
then turned their atention 1o
Munster where they bridged an
eight-year gap to their last pro-
vincial crown by beating Clare
outfit Inagh-Kilnamona in the
final by 2-9 10 0-7.

The three-in-a-row winning
Cork champions scored goals
in both halves, from Niamh Dil-
worth and Clawdia Keane, with
the former scoring 1-6 that day,
while Cork senior Niamh Mc-
Carthy was also on target.

Dilworth was named the
Rearden’s Camogie Player of
the Year before Christmas and
Inniscarra had seven players on
that team to highlight their im-
pressive county campaign. She
seored eight poings in their 1-13
1o (-5 county final win against
Courceys, with former Cork
inter-county dual star Rena
Buckley also a major force in
this team.

3t Martin's of Wexford s1and
in their way of an All-Ireland
final appearance. St Martin's
beat reigning provincial cham-
pions Thomastown of Kilkenny,
2-10 to 1-6, in the 2018 Leinster
decider thanks to second-half
goals from Linda Bolger and
Chioe Foxe. . -

TH N

L0 19

WEST CORK SPORTS STAR AWARD

The winners at the 21st annual Celtic Ross West Cork Sports
winner Lily de la Cour, overall 2018 winner Phil Healy, Youth Sports

= CeLTlg

Thicghd (eru S %

wiards were, from
Stor Moira Barrett

Hall of Fame Incluctee Kevin Ser 0'Sulivan, spn:h‘_-
Drinagh Rangers' J) Hurley, Team of the Year winners. .




Wexford hurdie

for Inniscarra

B Mary Newman

" TOMORROW
AlB All-Ireland Club Champion-
ship semi-final: Inniscarra v St
Martin's (Wexford), WIT.
Grownds,
o ureon
: i betwean
saching Croke Far nniscarra

They head to WIT tamarrow in thelr
ild 8o reach the AIB All-Treland clob
hampionship final when they take on
ainster champlons St Martin's of
Vexford. Inniscarra have been thers
efors in 2010 when they were crowned
0K champions for the first time and
went all the way to the Dnal only te
nee ot to Killamore of Galway.

For St Martin's, it's a first-time bid
o & place in the final,

Having made it three In a row of
work titles last October Inniscarra
Eve been hugely focused on making it
o Croke Park, On thelr path o the
rovincial title they overcame the
hallenge of Limerick champions
vhane before golng on to face Clare
hampions Inagh Kilnamona in the
dunster final.

The Clare side canses somewhat of &
nrprise as they knocked out Tipper-
rv champions and favourites Bu
miharra. In the Munster final In -
rra showed huge battling gualitics as
I:Je:.- edged home to take the Monster
tle.

Goals proved vital and this 1s whers
nniscarra excel up front as they have
layers capable of poaching scores.
Tamh Dilworth and Niamh MoCarthy
re strong and can mix it in the physi-
al battles with the best of defendors.

They also have hige options on thelr
gnch and it showed in the provincial
pcider as impact substitute Claudia
eane’s hand-passed goal to the Inagh
{Inamona net early in the second half
ave Inniscarra a huge boost to push
n and capture their second Munster
the, Introduced to the fray at half time
18 VOUNEsier mlil'.'u' ook ﬂ*ﬂl}' ]5;5""““
ilnutes (o make her presencs e

Rena Buckley is hugely experienced
| defence and 1s a class act strong and
sliable she is the pivot of their side,
or twin sister Mary, Caitlin Looney,
ahecea Quigley and Rosie O Mahony
un all bold their own with the best of
:||_-|||_';||"d§-. ;\11“’:“ Shechan continues to
ave huge influences on all games
hilst captain Treasa McCarthy has
il h} L-:.:arn]jle i all oulings o ate,

Dilworth is a superb [ree-taker, plus
10 will work hard thmu;ﬂ:!helﬁﬂmih—

& huge strength, 4
st T;;lrm's are one of Wexford's ol
.ot camogie clubs founded in 1943,

b but in 1983 2 huge ef-

. b lapse L
E‘Ii EIE::LHT 1i |]1tu- reorganising the clab

hto
&y have gone from 51r|:|'t|zt.
-:-irtar::ﬁl. with Oularth the Ba]L-;u]l;
sminating tio local and natlonal clu
ane it took until 2017 for the first sen-
']- county champlonship 1o be w-.'-irL »
In 2008 5t partin's made !IE]I?:JL;-arth
ek titles as 1h4::.; ﬂvn:ﬁ;l:;.‘my dnsth
« Papllagh in o OUE i
Ili;c-ﬁ,_‘nmr 3:115:1::; 5g|%?rirﬁ-cdr;£m|;[ﬁ
ihe final whistie, LIy L the
lost oub Lo last se
da KL s Thomastown in
1lkenny champions matpw
sims decider having g
ci:iﬁtl jl:llﬂﬁnrﬂjﬁl where it finished 2-
r-ﬂ.. = i bk fasaur St Mf?'.ﬁﬂifﬁ

e e anninllF LECED
R e e w i A =S
Imndscarra’s Treasa McCarthy hand-passing the ball dear of Ahana's Sarah Condon in the Munster Club Senior A Camegie Championship
semi-final at Ballyanly.

Former Wexford's goalkeeper Mags Darcy and team-mate Josie Dwyer with Gemma 0°Con-
Pictere: INPHO/Dan Sherdan

she holds four All-Treland senlor
medals and was goalkeeper for the
Wexford beam from 2008 1o 2007, She is
regarded as one of the top goalkeepers

Her influential on-Meldl presenos and
lendirahip s widely
2018 she took up the rolo as goalkeeping
coach for the Wexhond seplor huriers.
Whillst she 8 seen as a hugely infloen-
tial plagrer, Sarah O"Connor, Chilos Fox,
CardHT, captiin Katle O'Cannor,
nnn Davis aml Clara
O'Connor are aJLm-rmbnr: of thie Woex-

inter-coamty manager JJ Doyle.

A former Wexford hurler he fook
avet: the senbor eounty shde In 2000 and
patt in place a professional stnkcture
which saw him gulde the county to
leagne and All-Ireland honours. In
2011 he was also entrusted with re-
sponsibility foe the count
ate side also and he and his kckroom
team achieved history by conching
both senior and intermediate teams to
wictory in the All-[reland chasmplos-
ship In the same year.

Mow in his fifth year with 54 Mar-
{in's, e has overseen twoe senior coun-
ty championship successes bt the hig
akm is to reach Croke Park.

His zich 15 lkttered with intor-county
pliyers and hackboned by [ormer Son.
fior ponlkeepers Mags DX Arcy who cap-
taimed the elub to its historic first =en-
jor title in 2007 when they defented
Bathntrs & Aoiabile A E-Stsr o l@mars

recoEn e and in

Former inter-couniy plaver MNoleen
Lambert missed out an the 2017 county
sueoess bt (s back this year in their
defenes whore she hodds down tve fukl-
back position, Her battle with Miamh
MeCarthy should bean inberesting one

as the Cork forward will poss a land-
il P s (bl ErlimeE

Picture: Denis Minihare

@® St Martin’s are
one of Wexford's

oldest camogie clubs
and were founded in

1949.

Ciara O"Connor was superh in thelr
baitle to retain thelir county title where
she gave o Player of the Match display

ol centre-back.

Both sides will be mindfiol of the ex-
cellent pitch in WIT whore the exeel-
lemt sarface k& plavable all vear rownd
and we can expect a (xst-flowing game.

Speaking to Inniscarra captain
Treaga MeCarthy her skide are kaolki
forward o the battho that 1ies ahoad.

“It's beécn a auperh year winning
three in arew and then golng on o win
Munstor. Wo ane booking feward toa
tough battle bart we are ready to give §t
our yery, viey best shod. We have pro-
pared well and are roally looking for-

winrel o the ame.”

Hopefully come Sunday evening In-
niscarma will be looking forward te o
trip o headguarters ancd thelr place in
thelr second AIBE All freland club

chamiolanzhin finnl.

e

Final four:
emerge
fromjunior
groups

= Mary Newman

A TOTAL of 10 teams entoed
the Junior & Championship
last year and were divided
Inte two groups and when all
the games in the two sectlons
ware played four cmargod (o
contest the s=mi-finaks

Watergrasshill, Ballyhea,
Banteer and 34 Vincent's wore
the four that woen thelr places
in the last four and the scene
wias 2it as Ballyhea/ Boftevant
met Baniesr, and Walergras-
shill were pitted against St
Vincent's a side tipped by
many to ke the title with two
cobk senjors Amy 0'Connor
and Lauren Homan leading
thseir challenge,

Ballvhea combination
proved Bon strong for Banteer
as they advanoed to the (inal
on i 3-8 to 2-5 scope line. The
spcond semi-final proved o
closer affalr as Watergrasshifl
had three paints to spare 2-1E
1o 2.9 aver St Vincent's.

Earlier in the season Water-
grasshill and Ballyhea had
met in the round rebin series.
with victory going o Water-
serazahill but that counted G
little as the sides geared np for
the eounty final,

It was Walergrasshill's sec-
ond year in 2 row in the Jun-
tor A final having led for S8
minutes in their clash with Na
Piarsaigh the previons yoear
they fell short as a storming
finish saw Ma Piarsaigh hit
three late poals sanatched the
title from the Hill's grasp.

Having put in a tremendous
effort agakn they were they
were back in the final, a huge
effort saw them take the Jun-
for A league tithe eartier In the:
year as thoy edged oul Sliabh
Rua in a elose contest, bat it
had 1888 since the Junior A
champlonship title was last
won anid they wers very deler-
mined to get over the line.

Ballyhea were erowned
Junior B champlons in 2006
and had warked hard to reach
the A (inal.

Tears of joy wore wept on
Sunday in Castle Road ai the
sapnd of the full 1ime whistla
as Watergrasshill finally got
ower the lineand regched their
goal as they capiured the SE
Systems Junior & Champlon-
ship title but not before a stérm
test from & strong and detor-
mineed Ballyhen side

It was only in the closing

stages that Watergrasshill
coild finally rest easy as Tirel-
Iyhea made thelr fight (o the

nish before they finally ban-
ished many years of heart-
break to finally be erowned
champions.

Thi= time out Watergrnshill
pishvid bo conflidently get over
the line as Ihur closed the
game ot in'the Iast five min-
utes & Coleen Foley goal glv-
ing them a five peint cushion
on the run in (o the final
whistle finally-nllowed flvem
breathing space.

Walterprasahill captain Eded
Murphy was namad as Even-
ing Echo e ol the Match
after an exeedlent liour a8 sha
played a capiain’s role in her

glilea'a taarrmad t @ kel



20

18 WEST CORK SPORTS STAR AWARDS

Libby: Relax the rules and allow
camogie tobe more free flowing

Time to allow more physical
contact insists Cork dual star

BY KIERANMCCARTHY

LIBBY Coppinger admits that
camogie can be ‘not an enjoy-
abde game to wateh’,

The All-Ireland winning Cork
star agrees that there are (oo
many frees in camogice that
pever allow a game o build up
momenium —and she wants the
giame ta be more free-flowing.

In recent weeks, her Rebel
team-mate Amy O'Connor said
camogie can be “a bit boring
10 play’, "boring 10 warch® and
has become ‘just free after free
after free.’

Cork manager Paudie Mur-
ray also hit out recently at the
camogie rule book and the kack
of physical contact on the field.
Management and players want
the rube book to be updated to
allaw a more physical game to
compliment the sirength and
conditioning of modern-day
camogie players.

On Twitter, Rebel legend
Gemma O'Connor tweeted:
*How many mare times do
plavers have o say it Players
are crying out for change, The
game nocds to be revised -
gently. Free flowing matches
are necessary to allow players
showease their strength speed
and ahility.’

51 Colum's Libby Coppinger
agrees with her team-mates

and .
'i'l’:’ﬂﬁprﬂerlﬁslms and
more open play. You feel some-

times fike the game hasn't got
ing,' she says.

gﬂ‘uvl:l!li;nrinusty Ee were delighted
with the All-lreland win and a
free wan us the All-Ireland so
we can't complain too much but
it"s not really an enjoyable game
to watch.

‘If they played advantage
miore and allowed the game b
be more free-flowing. the play-
ers would be happier and the
fans would see a better game.

“There are a lot of frees, too
iy, My main issue is the lack
of consistency at the moment,
You don't knowwhat you will be
pulled for and what you won't.

“There are some rules that
there are no need for in camo-
gie. I'm not sure what will hap-
pen bart at least it's been talked
about anyway which is good.”

Dual inter-county star Cop-
pinger also pointed out the
improved strength and condi-
tiening programmes that elite
camogie players follow so she
says they're well able 1o get
mare physical,

At the moment, they're not
allowed shoulder or move into
an opponent’s body,

‘Before there wouldn't have
been any strenath and condi-
tioning but now both foothall
and camogie have come on
leaps and bounds in strength
and conditioning, soeveryone is
best prepared physically, [don'
think it would be any trouble to
havea bit more physical contact

I
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All-Ireland winning Cork star Coppinger, mertl'l:,rawa‘d um{nr.'-'-uptﬁnher with parents, Tim and Mau-
reen, Maggle Coppinger, EMEWQ Breda Coppinger, James Forde and Annie Coppinger.

in the gamie,” she said,

The Eealkil woman was a
monthly award winner at the
West Cork Sports Star Awards
on Saturday and on Sunday
miorning she was up in the cty
carly to get the bus to Tipp for
Cork's camogic nanonal league

opener. The Rebels won, and
¢ Murray and football manager

Coppinger soored,

it’s the start of o busy sea-
son that will see her juggle both
inter-county camogic and foot-
ball again. She's adamant that
there is room at the top level
for dual players and says the
open lines of communication
between camogie boss Paudie

Ephie Fitzgerald makes her life
edgier.

Ya, I'm going 1o do the two
of them again, That's the plan.
I think it’s going to work okay.
There's myself, Hanmah Looney
and Ciara McCarthy,” she ex-
plained

“Paudie and Ephie know that
talking to each otheris the main
thing and they can orgamise
where we need to be, what time
and who we are meant to be
training with. They've both been
very accommodating and their
SUpPPOIt is great.”

Coppinger wanis to avoid
fixture clashes that have made
headlines for all the wrong rea-
SOMES i reCent seasons, So, when
the Munster LFGA released its
football championship fixmures
lately, she was delighted o see
the: provision that games will be
moved if they clash with camio-
gic matches, That's a step in the

*Common Sll'."I'IEL' and co-op-

mmmmmﬂrmwwm
out for Cork in their league win against Tipperary.

eration is all that we are ever
looking for, to see that there 15

a clash on the borizon and w be |

able to plan ahead. It was great
to see that on the calendar, to
know that if there 15 a clash
then there already is a plan so
it's one thing less to have o

we have grear role models in
Eriege (Corkery) and Rena
{Buckiey), and [ will keep it go-
ing a5 long as 1 can,’ she said.
It's important t0 keep that
eradition. ] play both because
I love the two of them. It's
impassible to chose between

worry about,” she said, keento  them. [t's becoming a It miore
keep the tradition of Cork dual  demanding. There are more
players alive, games every year, the intensity
‘Cork isoneof the only coun-  and the standards are getting
ties who have been able to do hlghcrmﬂjryurmmt love
this successfully for years, bothsol Il kewp playing both.
CAMDGIE
AID A-ireland Senicr Club Champlon-
lhm- gatmi-finals: Aediahan (Gakeary) O
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Weekend walkover will cost
Wexford €4,500 grant aid

':“. — T e
Eoghan Cormican
Wexford camogie have lost
half-of their €9,000 WGPA
erant for falling to Meld o toam
for Saturday’s Division 1
league fixture away to Cork,

The Cork management was
informed late on Friday even-
ing that Wexford were not in a

ition to travel o Cork the
ollowring day.

Despite initial roporis that
the second round lengue garme
had been postponed, the
Camogie Association vestor-
day confirmed Cork had been
awarded a walkover and the
three league points on affer,

Punishment for inter-coum.
{{ camogie teams who do’nt

Ifil a league or champion-
ship flvture is the withholdin
of almost halfl of their .mmﬁ
WGEPA grant. With each squad
getting €9,000 in Government
tunding per seasan, to ba put
towards injury prevention,
performance anakvais, and fa-
cllities, Wexford will lose close
to £4,500 of this figare,

Thoe Wexford senlor camo-
gle team are currently with-
out a manager after Kilken-
ny's Martin Carey. brother of
g’lnmmtﬁr%ﬂg to the bo-

g Gl g,

Mick Curran assumed E’e
rﬂf of stand-in rrgamsar l'l]-rIIr
the county's opening game o
the league on Sunday, Janu-
ary z0, a match they lost at
home to Waterford, 1-13 to 1-5.

Jacinta Roche, who was ap-
pointed chalir of the county ca-
mogie board last month, said
they shotld have been able to
‘put a team together for the
Cork game, despite the on-
availability of the St Martin's
contingent who were in All-
Ireinnd club semi-final action
on Sunday afternoon,

Rache pdded it was "unfor-
tunate” that a significant Eﬂr"
tion of their WGPA grant had
Bean lost due to thelr failuoe to
field. The board was aware of
this penalty before making the
call o conceds the fxiure.

“Since it became known
that the senlor mf“ er's
position was vacant, 'we nave
had various @x of in-
terest from outside the conn-
ty. We hope to have that Emt-
tion Mlled as soon as poesible.

Wexford's next game of the
league is away to Galway on
Sunday. The county, who
were three-in-a-row All-Tre-
land champions in 2012, lost
all but one of their games in
last year's All-Ireland chirm-
plomship round-robin, failing
to reach the knockoul stages.
The eonnty board pilled their
secand team from the All-Ire-
Iand intermediate champion:
ship in June 2018 after several
players, who were apart of the
{ntermediate set-up during
the mzﬂ“m:m [':nm the

wead in ¥ sum .

M Woxford were All-Ireland
cemi-finalists as recently as
w)if. There 15 oW

demise of ore of
!:Pnﬂerl'l at the

R T .

point Foxe the heroine as

St Martin's end Inniscarra dream

Daragh O Conchuir

Nine points from Chloe Foxe
propelled St Mardin's o the
final of the AIB All-Treland
senior Clab Camogie Cham-
plonship a3 a resultof a 0-11 4o
E:;}n ovar Innkscarra at WiIT

Eanare.

They will face tlse consider-
able task of attempting to de-
throne an all-conquering
Slanghtnel]l side that kept
thele thfee-in-a-row dreams
alive with a typleally resilient
-8 to (-4 diefieat of Ardrahan in
the Donaghmore Ashbourne

It et t looking good for 5t

Wash" ng o
dartin’s at half-time, as they
fed by just 0-5 to 04, having
fail to talise o a very
strong wind and frouble an In-
niscarra rearguard in which
Rena Buckbey excelled.

Foxe needed a couple of
early slghters to ged going but
settled down once opening the
scoring with a fourth-minute
free and put on an exhibition
af shooting in the second half,

Inniscarra had plenty of
possession in that opening
period, with Katie 0°Mahony
extremely influential.

Her long ball led to a
seventh-minute penalty for
the Cork champions, as
Miamh MeCarthy was haulod
down by Moeleen Lambert but
1l defender made amends by
saving Miamh Dilworih™s vi-
cious strike, although Dil-
worth latched onto the re-
bomal b equakise.

O'Mahony was involved
again as Aileen Shechan
pointed, though there was a
real goal opportunity with In-
niscarra having a three-on-
one situation. Lattie Whelan
tevelled with a brillinnt point
from the right, before Linda
Bolger and Foxe (frae)
doubled] the soores.

Inniscarra still appeared
comfortable however and

nls from Dilworth (45) and
cllen Murphy restored parity.
Sheila Walsh was forced to
make an excellent save from
Whelan and though Foxe did
rastore the Wexford side's
bead, bt didn®t look enoagh.

J Doyl undoubtedly had
stern words with his crew at
the break and they showed far
more intensity in the second
half, reaching 8 plich that Tn-
niscarra coulibn't match.

With O'Mahony no lenger
managing ¢ get on the ball,

'8 pot on fop around the

Camogie Chab Championship semi-final at Carrigansre-WIT, Co. Waterford yesterday.

middle. The pressure drew
frees and Foxe punished the
transgressions, landing twe
within seven minates of the
re:-'.[:art. .
ater on, she stopck a brace

of scores with her right foeof al-
mosi tonching the right shde-
line and struck six polnis in
all Im the seeond half

In the meantime, Inniscirea
maniged just one in that pegf-
od, from Murphy, and oven if
the wind was not as strong as
earlier on, the inability to par
Mags D" Arcy under any press-
ure until the dying minutes
scuppered their chances,

Ferocious workrate and a
trademark all-zction effort by
Shannon Graham butiressed

Slauphtnell's lajest triumph,
Graham hit two points from
play, while Tina Hannon and
Slobhan Bradley also split the
posts as the i Emmetts
moved into a three-point lead
by the 10tk minute.

Ardrahan managed to get to

rips with the elements

otgh and would have been
delighted going in at half time
trailing by just one polng, 0-4
10 0-3 after Hebesccn Honnelly's
success{ul conversion of two
frees,

Adatfe Lynskey brought the
teams lovel soon after the re-
sumplion and you wondered if
thls pidgh bee the clasy that Ui
phenomenal run from the
Derry gaelgairi might be

aboat to come to an end af the
haneds of the Galw h

They have been in similar
positions before however and
onck again found the where-
withal to grind i out, winning
all the Ko battles amil making
Iitthe of facing the wind.
Pointed frees by Hannon and
Lotise Dougan, and another
goare from play by the effer-
vescent Graham saw them mil-
vanes o what is quickly be-
coming their second home,
Croke Park.

Clonduff overturned a two-
podnk inberval deficit to cnsure
an Ulster doubbe over Galway
opposition, as they beat
Cranghwell by 1-8 to 0-3 at
Coralstown/Kinnogad to

WL B N PR - L |

Imniscarra’s Rena Buckley s surrounded by St Martin's players Chloe Foxe, Aisling Cronin and Ella 0'Connor during the AIE All-Ireland Senior

Picture: Disin Kening/Inpho

qualify for the Intermediate
eleseieler.

Craughwell led by 0-6 bo 04
at the break but a geal from
Sara-Lowise Carr at the begin-
ning of the final quarter got
;lhc Dovwn contingent over Ehe

The.

They will meet Galll Tir in
the final, after the Waterford
reprosentatives defeated St
Rynagh's at Cashel King Cor-
macs, 3-8 to 0-12. Siabhin
Flannery was unerring for the
Cfaly outfit ot Clodagh Cars
roll siruck the decisive blow
with Gakll Tir's third goal, to
supplement the n:-mltnnr.' of
Annie Fitzgerald and Alnc
Lyng and cament a trip (o
headiguarters.
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Inniscarra’s Rena Buckley after
the game. Picture: INPHD

Manager
gutted but
proud at
defeat

CAMOGIE

# Rory Noonan

HMISCARRA manager, Kevin
Murphy was disappointed 1o
lose out but alse was very
proud of the effort his side had
put in, not just yesterday, all
thirough this campalgn.

“Wo are very disappointed
today, we put an awful lot of
effort into this over the last 11
pronths and its a cruel biow at
it very end of that effort. The
sepond half was a huge factor
a5 it was level enough up (o
half-time but they definitely
upped their gume and played
1o thelr advaniapes.

“Wo tried to hold them as
beest we could, but look at the
jond of the day they wers the
better team and we have no
complaints abowt that. The
wind died In the second hall
and they had it in the (st
half, but it died after the tur-
faraind and the slight con.
{nsion over the score wasn't &
factor elther, they were just
the better team in that half.

“But I am very proud of the
[fort the girls have put in,
they are an incredible bunch of
plavers and have pot in a huge
elffort since kst February.

They were there in mumbers
al every training sesslon, and
thers ia o great bond between
them and theres ave more girs
coming behind them so ii's
fantastic for the elub what is
coming through in the nexi
few years. [t's a loss, but look
the bigger picture is there s a
bright Metare there and wo
won't be poing away anytime
soon,” concluded Kevin,

His thoughis were echoed
by selector, Breodan O'Dris-
coll, who pinpointed the sec
ofigl-half and the wind drop-
mng as two Key faciors.

“In short the second-half
was the difference, a different
feam came out against us and
a different team came out for
ug, We conldn't mateh their
pace and thele intensity and
then the wind died. We looked
at each other and zald
“where's the wind gone™, bt
look that was only part of it
Their intenzity and pace was a
killer and they opened us up,
i “They are very young and
It amed 1 jusst felt we didn't up
dt wiven they did. 1 wish 1 had
an answer to i, we hed 2 lot of
work purt ingo this, a kot of prop-
aritbon and a ot of hard work
0 it's hard to pot inte words
what went wrong, it really ks.”
e | ]l:w.; n:“ﬁ{;nm iy will
Come apin earn fram the
heartbroak of today and comnse
back stromgper,”

Rory

Noonan
St Martin's 0-11
Inniscarra 0-5

HEARTBEREAK for Innlscarra as t
lost out to St Martin's in the ATE All-
ireland senior enmogle semi-final n
Waterford vesterday.

Ovverall there can be no complaints
as they were beaten by a better slde on
the day, but with fve Wexford inter-
county players in their starting line-
up, this was always a tough ask for the
Cork side. :

That zald they would have been
happy at half-time, when having
playisd against the wind they were only
a point down and Inoked (o be in & good
position to drive on.

The half-time score causad some
confusion as all in the grownd had it at
-5 {0 04, but the ref flrst told them it
was 0-5 apiece. As the teams came back
out for the second-half he informed
them, to his credit that Martin®s werea
point up and the scoreboard was
changed to reflect this.

But Inck wasn't on Inniscarra’s side
as the strong wind died in the second-
half and instead it was thelr opponents
who drove on, took the gpame to the
Cork gide and once they stretched
their kead early on, never looked hack,

Innkzcarea will be disappointed with
that half and perhaps a bit of frus-
tration erept into their play as all of
Martin's six second-half scores were
all from frees, as they only responded
wikth a single point of their own.

Koy to that half for the winners was
the conl head of Mags Darey in goal
and when one o two long balls were
plaved in she cleared the danper, using
her years of experience to gucll any
ilanger,

Outside of her, Katie O'Connor had
an cutztanding game at centre-back as
time after time she stopped Inniscarra

Heartbreak for
gutsy Inn

The Inniscarra bench in the dosing minutes of the game.

from getting anywhere near the goal.

For their part, Caitlin Looney, Eatie
O'Mahony and Ellen Murphy tried
hard for Inniscarra but overall they
were o mateh for the Wexford side,
particutarly in the second-halfl

Foxe aopened the scoring for Mar-
tin's, from a fres, with Niamh Dilwerth
responding from the breakdown after
a penalty.

Miamh MeCarthy was bearing down
on goal amd she was fouled, with IMl-
worth’s effori from the penalty
stopped on the ling by Noelean Lam-
bert, but Dilworth pit the breaking
ball over the bar,

Aileen Sheenan put them in front be-
fore Lettie Whelan has the sides lewvel

again.
Linda Bolger put the Wexford side in
front, but credit to Inniscarra who

weare well in contention, despite play-
ing against the strong wind.

Foxe painted another free, (o make it
0-4 fio 0-2, with Dilworth on target from
a 45 to make it & one point pame again.

A great score from Ellen Murphy
has the sides level, with four minutes
left im the half, but a late point from
Foxe, saw Martin's lead 0-5 to 0-4 at
half-time.

The start of the second-half was all St
Martins with Foxe pointing two early
frees to increase their lead. Credit to
them they hardly left Inniscarra into
their half of the pitch for the first 15
minutes of the second-half, as they
were dominating all over the pitch.

Two mare from Foxein that 15-min-
ute spell has them well in control, 0-9
to 04, as the game was slipping away
from Inniscarra;

Picture: INPHO/Otsin Keniry

A guick free from Sheehan saw

Mur&w pull a point back for them, bat

51 Martin's responded with two

late frees from Foxe to see them

through to the final, which overall
they deserved on the day,

Seonens e 51 Martin's: © Foxs 0-9 (8], L Wielan,

MoCanny, N McGantny, E Muphy,

Suba: C Keano hor J Burie, M Buckbey far T
MeCanthy. L Hiyos tod E Murphsy
Raodanen: Owen Elicd. Anttim

Inniscarra’s Rema Buckley with Chioe Fox, Alsling Cronin and Ella 0°Connor of 5t Martin's.

Picture: INPHO/Disin Keniry

The Inniscarra squad that fell short in the All-Ireland semi-final, Picture: INPHO/DEsEn Keniry



CORK got the Linlewoosds Ireland
Camogie League points last week

as Wizsford Eailed to fulfil their Davi-
gion | fixnure at Castle Road, though
manager Paudie Murray would have
preferred a proper suring.

With no oppanents, the All-Ireland
champions frained incead on Satur-
day. While it wasn't o perfect situa-
tiom, Murray is prepansd to book at the
positives.

W have 1o make do with what we
had, e says.

Tnomeway, yoau'ne disappointed
because at the st ol the league we

*Looking at it another way, if Wex-
ford only brought a very weakened
team, a game like that woulin't have
been as benelicial 45 2 good training
SESE.

‘Finding out on Friday night is far
from ideal, the county board would
e incurred a bot of coit in germing
things right for the game so you'd

semi-final.

“It's a warning to all about what will
happen if you take your eye off the
Tl wou can fall very quickly,

Wexford also have good support
anel | ean't figure owt how i1's got 1o
this stage. Fair enough, there were
somse plavers invohved with St Mar-
tin's againse Inniscarm but that was

hope that Croke Park would reim- still only five at most.’

burse them.” Cork must now focus on a home
For a county like Wesdford to find clash with Waterford this Sunday,

themselves in such dire stralisisa wehile they sit out the next round of

warning to everybody, Murray fecls. fixtures before o trip 1o face Galway
‘From a camogie point af view, it's  on February 24th.

ot pood,” e says. W'l have o make a few changes
“Wiexford are o iraditional power- from our plan,’ Murray says.

house, it was only in 2016 that they
pood s tooextra time inam All-lreland

“There were 3 couple of players we
wanted 1o play against Wexford who

ay expects tough test from Waterford

will get a run and then we have three
players invalved with the ladies’ foot-
ballers on Saturday so they won't be
playing a full game.

“Waterford have been rraining with
a Jomg time, they were back ar the end
of October so they Il have & ke more
done than us.

Tl be a stiff challenge and we're in
2 heavy phase of iraining now, S0 we
vwan't e firing on all cylinders.”

Paudie Murray would have
preferred a proper outing.

== S,

Inniscarra lose out in All-Ireland club semi-final

BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR

INMISCARRA'S hopes of AIB
All-Ireland Senior Club camo-
gie club glory were dashed as
they fell to St Martin's in Sun-
day's AlFlreland semi-Aaal at
the WIT compex in Cariganone.

Chioe Foxe scored mine
peints for the Wexford side.
who won by 0-11 1o 0-5 toad-
vance to a decider against

whowill be seeking
Inmiscarra led by O-3t00-4at

half-time after playing against
the win in the first half, with
Rena Buckley excelling in a
strong rearguard action for the
Cork and Munster champions.

Foxe need a couple of carly
siphters to get going but settled
down once opening the Scoring
with a fourth-minute free and
purt on an exhibition of shooting
in the second half.

Inniscarra had plenty of pos-
session in that opening period,
with Katie O'Mahony extreme-
Iy influential, Her Jong ball Jed
to & 17 theminute penalty for the
Corkchampiong, as Miamh Me-
Carthy was hauled down by No-
eleen Lambert but the defender
made amends by saving Niamb
Dilwarth's vicious sthke, al-
though Dilworth latched onto

the rebound to cqualize with
apoint.
O'Mahony was invelved

opportunity. with Inniscarra
having a three-on-one situakion.
Lertie Whelan levelled with a
Brilliant point from the right,
before Linda Bolger and Foxe
{free) doubled the scores.
Inniscarra still appeared
comformable however and
paints from Dilworth {(45) and
Ellen Murphy restored: par-

iy, Sheila Walsh was foroed
o make an excellent save from
Whelan and though Foxe did
restore the Wesford side’s lead,
it didn't look enough.

Mare intensity

5t Martin's showed far
more intensity i the second
half, reaching a pirch that In-
niscarra coubdn’t march. With
©'Mahony no longer managing
to get on the ball, Martin's got
on top around the middle. The
pressure drew frees and Foxe

punished the ransgressions,
landing two within seven min-
ptes of the resiart, Later on,
shestruck a brace of scores with
her right foot almaost touching
the right sideline and strck six
points in all in the second half.
Im the meantime, Inniscart
managed just one in that pe-
riod, from Murphy, and even
if the wind was ot a8 strong as
earfier on, the inability to put
Mags D'Arcy wnder any pres:
sure until the ) tes

. Sl

I's Shannon Graham (right) crashes inte Ardraban's Andrea Mullins in the AIB All-Irefand Senior

Camogie Club Championship semi-final yesterday. ee Page 13
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